This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 
to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 
to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 
are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  marginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 
publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  this  resource,  we  have  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 

We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  from  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attribution  The  Google  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  informing  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liability  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.  Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 


at|http  :  //books  .  google  .  com/ 


^/BRox  Library 


Bmtrr^rft  CalUrfum. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  NEW  YORK  PUBLIC  LIBRARY 
RBFBRBNGB  DBPARTMBNT 


TUs  book  is  under  no  oiroamstAuoos  Co 
taken  from  the  Bnildin^ 


►  Ilr30 

t 

1 





-      -            - 



- 



1           1           1 

-       - 

, 

vvS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■f 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ANNALS 


OF 


TBE  CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


SIXTEENTH    CONGRESS  —  FIRST    SESSION. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


I  • 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE 


DEBATES  AND  PBOCEKDIKGS 


IN   THB 


CONGRESS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES; 


WITH 


AN    APPENDIX, 


GOIfTAININa 


IMPORTANT  STATE  VkfM^km.mBlK  DOCUMENTS, 

AND  AlC       .     ..   -     - 

THE  LAWS  OP  A  PUBLIC  NATURE; 

WITH  A  COPIOUS  INDEX. 


8IXTEBNTH   CONGRESS  — FIRST   SESSION: 

OOMPBlSmO  THE  PERIOD  FROM  DECEMBER  6,  1810,  TO  MAY  16,  !•«>, 

INCLUSIVE. 


COMPILED  FROM  AUTHENTIC  MATERIALS. 


WASHINGTON: 

l^EIMTEO  AND  PUBLISHED  BT  GALES  AND  SEATON. 

*' I'sssi' 

fT     *-.  .  '  Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


V 


Digitized  by 


Google 


PROCEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


OP 


THE   SENATE   OF   T^E   UNITED    STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  SESSION  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESS,  BEGUN  AT  THE  CITY 
OF  WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  DECEMBER  6,  1819. 


Monday,  December  6, 1819. 

The  first  session  of  the  Sixteenth  Congress, 

conformably  to  the  Constitution  of  the  ^^ted 

States,  commenced  this  day  at  the  City  of  ftTnsh- 

ingtoa,  and  the  Senate  assembled.  •  '  '•' 

present:  :* 

David  L.  Morril  ^d  John  F.  Parrott, 
fiom  New  Hampshire.  : 

Prbntiss  Mellbm  and  Harrison  Gray  Oris, 
from  Massaehosetto. 

Jambs  Burbill,  junior,  and  William  Hunter, 
&can  Ribode  Island,  and  ProTidence  Plantations. 

Isaac  Tichenor  and  William  A.  Palmer, 
ftom  Vermont. 

Samuei.  W.  Dana  and  Jaheb  Lanman,  from 
Ccmiiecticiit 

Nathan  Sanpord,  from  New  York. 

BSahlon  Diccerson  and  James  J.  Wilson, 
nom>  New  Jersey. 

Jonathan  Roberts  and  Walter  Lowrib, 
from  PeonsylYania. 

Outbrbridqe  Horsey  ,and  Nicholas  Van 
I>TKB,  from  Delaware. 

James  Barbour,  from  Vumnia. 

Nathaniel  Macon,  from  North  Cardina. 

John  Qajllabo  and  William  Smith,  from 
Sooth  Carolina. 

John  Elliott,  from  Geoigia. 

William  Looam,  from  Kratncky. 

John  Williams  and  John  Hbnby  Eaton, 
fi«a  Tennessee. 

Bbkiamjn  Ruoolbs  and  William  A.  Trim- 
9LBf  fioia  (Hdo. 

Jameb  Biown,  from  Louisiana. 

Samwb  N^blb  and  Waller  Taylor,  from 


Walter  Lbate  and  Thomas  H.  Williams, 
from  Mississippi. 

NiNiAN  Edwards  and  Jesse  B.  Thomas,  from 
Illinois. 

Jambs  Barbour,  President  pro  tempore^  resumed 
die  Chair. 

Jamsb  Lanman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Cannectioit,  ibr  tl^ 
term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day 


of  March  last ;  Nathaniel  Macon,  appointed  a 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
^CitroHfta^*  for  theCteim  of  six  years,  conunencing  on 
ttieiburth  daf  o^^Urch  last :  John  Hbnry  Eaton, 
iCpfSointed  a  ^jmator  by  the  Lespslature  of  the  State 
t}U  ^T^imesb^''  for  the  term  of  two  years,  in  place 
o(;QdaRofi  *W.  Campbell,  resigned;  John  El- 
XjpTa;,  appeini;^d  a  Senator  by  the  Legislature  of 
thr^^(tB^<r  oFrGiorffia,  for  the  tenn  of  six  years, 
eonxntencili^'on  me  fourth  day  of  March  last; 
William  A.  Trimble,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  die  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last ;  James  Brown,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  for 
the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth 
day  of  March  last  \  and  Ninun  Edwards,  ap- 
pomted  a  Senator  by  the  L^islature  of  the  State 
of  Illinois,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing 
on  the  fourth  day  of  March  last ;  respectively  pro- 
duced their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats  in  the  Senate. 

The  oath  was  also  administered  to  Mr.  PalmbR) 
Mr.  Gaillard,  Mr.  Parrott.  Mr.  Lowrib,  and 
Mr.  Taylor  ;  their  credentials  having  be^i  filed 
during  the  last  session. 

William  Looan,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  rourth  day  of 
March  last,  stated  that  he  had  neglected  bringinR 
his  credentials  with  him,  expectmg  they  would 
be  forwarded  to  the  Senate  by  the  proper  auth^ty 
of  the  State,  and  which  he  still  supposed  would 
speedily  be  aone ;  whereupon  the  oath  prescribed 
by  law  was  admmistered  to  him,  and  he  took  his 
seat  in  the  Senate. 

A  quorum  being  present,  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives being  advised  thereof,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  business. 

The  usual  reatdutions  respecdng  fikmishin^em- 
bers  with  newqMtpers,  d:c  were  ad^^pced. 

A  resolution  was  auo  passed  iw  the  ap^kuntmcHt 
of  a  Chaplain  to  die  Senate,  to  interchange  weekly 
with  the  Chaplain  for  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. 

A  Committee  of  Enrolled  Bills  was  ordered  to 
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Reappointed,  and  Mr.  Wilson  was  chosen  the 
committee  on  the  patt  of  the  Senate. 

A  Committee  of  Accounts  was  appointed,  con- 
sittinfr  of  Messrs.  Roberts,  Bdbrill,  and  Leajle. 

A  Committee  on  Engrossed  Bills  was  appoint^ 
cd,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Mellen,  Dickerson, 
and  Elliott. 

The  Prbsioent  laid  before  the  Senate  a  copy 
of  th^  constitution  of  government  formed  by  tne 
people  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  which  was  refer- 
red to  a  committee,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Wil- 
UAMS,  of  Mississippi,  Brown,  and  Macon,  to 
consider  and  report  tnereon. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Sanforo, 
v^  BMoloed^  That  the  members  of  the  Senate  wear 
the  usual  mourning  for  thirty  days,  as  a  mark  of 
respect  to  the  memory  of  the  honorable  Alexan- 
der C.  Hanson,  a  Senator  from  Maryland,  who 
has  deceased  since  the  last  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey, 

Readvedy  That  Mountjoy  Bayly,  Doorkeeper 
and  Sergeantrat-Arms  of  the  Senate,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  emplqy  on^  assistant  and 
two  horses,  for  the  purpose  of  (terlQQxud^«|ich**ser- 
Tices  as  are  usually  required  bv  StfieCDporl^eepe^or 
the  Senate,  which  expense  shall  be  pajd.out  of  the 
contingent  fund.  :  •     **•::< 

Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  the  foUb^^l^iDg^naofiTni 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

The  following  Message  was  recdred  firom  the 
Presidbnt  op  tbe  United  States  : 
Fel/ouhd^izent  of  the  Senate^ 

and  of  the  Hotue  of  ReprtMentaiivti: 

The  pablic  buildings  being  advanced  to  a  stage  %» 
afford  accommodation  for  Congresi,  I  ofier  you  mj 
sincere  congratulations  on  the '  recommencement  of 
your  duties  in  the  Capitol. 

In  bringing  to  view  the  inddenta  most  deserving 
attention,  which  have  occurred  since  your  IsstsesdoD, 
I  regret  to  have  to  state,  that  several  of  our  principal 
cities  have  suffered  by  sickness ;  that  an  unusual  drought 
has  prevailed  in  the  Middle  and  Western  States;  and 
thst  a  derangement  bss  been  felt  in  some  of  our 
moneyed  invtitutione,  which  has  proportionably  afieo- 
ted  their  credit.  I  am  happy,  however,  to  have  it  in 
my  power  to  assure  you  that  the  health  of  our  dties 
is  now  completely  restored ;  that  the  produce  of  the 
year,  though  less  abundant  than  usual,  will  not  only 
be  amply  aufficientfor  home  consumption,  but  affoia 
a  large  surplus,  for  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  other 
nations ;  and  that  the  derangement  in  the  circulating 
'^Mr  Qiedium,  by  being  left  to  those  remedies  which 
ijll«oVvlons  causes  suggested,  and  the  good  sense  and 
vfilue  (f  our  fellow-citizens  supplied,  has  diminished. 
/•Having  informed  Congress,  on  the  27th  of  Pebru« 
afy  last,  that  a  treaty  of  amity,  settlement,  and  limits, 
had  been  concluded,  in  this  city,  between  the  United 


for  consideration,  which  was  read  ^  .  -  ^^^ 

Beached,  That  a  committee  of  tlifep-m^mbJH  5ftf  If^JJ?!  "^  Spain,  and  ratified  by  the  competent  au- 
appointed,  who,  with  three  members  of  t?e  Hou5e-bf  ''^'rJlL'^l!::'^^lll^^^^^^ 


appointed. 

Ssprssentatives,  to  be  sppointed  by  that  House,  shall 
have  the  drection  of  the  money  appropriated  to  the 
"tiurchase  of  books  and  maps  ibr  the  use  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

Ordend,  That  it  pass  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burrill, 

Resolvedj  That  the  standing  committees  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Senate  consist  of  five  members 
each,  and  that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mellen. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  will,  on  Thursday 
next,  at  12  o'clock,  proceed  to  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  of  this  House. 

And,  after  appointing  a  committee  on  their  part 
to  wait  on  the  President  and  inform  him  that  the 
Senate  were  ready  to  receive  any  communication 
he  might  have  to  make,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  Dbcembbb  7. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  reported,  from  the  joint  committee, 
that  they  had  waited  on  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  that  the  President  informed  the 
committee  that  he  would  make  a  communication 
to  the  two  Houses  this  day. 

Mr.  Wilson  gave  notice,  that,  tonnorrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  authorizing  the 
transmitting  certain  documents  free  of  postage. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  j<nnt 
Library  Committee  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and,  no 
amendment  having' been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
the  third  tmie. 


that  it  would  have  been  ratified  by  His  Catholic  Ma-> 
jesty,  with  equal  promptitude,  and  a  like  earnest  de- 
sire to  terminate,  on  the  conditions  of  that  tre«^,  the 
difierenoes  which  had  so  long  existed  between  the  two 
countries.    Every  view,  which  the  subject  admtttad 
of,  was  thought  to  have  justified  this   conduaion. 
Great  losses  had  been  sustained  by  citisens  of  th6 
United    States,  from   Spanish    cruisers,  more  than 
twenty  years  before,  which  had  not  been  redresaad. 
These  losses  had  been  acknowledged  and  provided  for 
by  a  treaty,  as  far  back  as  the  year  1802,  which, 
although  concluded  at  Madrid,  was  not  then  ratified 
by  the  Government  of  Spain,  nor  since,  until  the  last 
year,  when  it  was  suspeinled  by  the  lata  treaty,  a  more 
satisfactory  provision  to  both  parties,  as  was  presumed, 
having  been  made  for  them.    Other  differences  had 
arisen,  in  this  long  interval,  affecting  their  highest  in- 
terests, which  were  likewise  provided  for,  by  this  last 
treaty.    The  treaty  itself  wss  formed  on  great  conaid- 
eration,  and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  circuni* 
stances,  the  subject-matter  of  every  article  having  been 
for  years  under  discussion,  and  repested  referenoes 
having  been  made,  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  to  his 
Government,  on  the   jMMuts  respecting  winch    the 
greatest  difierence  of  opinion  prevailed.  It  was  foroMd 
by  a  Minbter  duly  authorized  for  the  purpose,  who  had 
represented  his  Government  in  the  UnttMi  Statea,  and 
been  employed,  in  this  long  protracted  negotiation^ 
several  years;  and  whQ»  it  is  not  denied,  kept  sirietly 
within  the  letter  of  his  instnictions.     The  laith   of 
Spain  was  therefore  pledged,  under  circumstances  of 
peculiar  force  and  solemnity,  for  its  ratification. 

On  the  part  of  the  United  States,  this  treaty  was 
evidently  acceded  to  in  a  spirit  of  condliation  and 
concession.  The  indemnity  for  injuries  and  loaaes, 
80  long  before  sustained,  and  now  sgain  acknowledgedi 
and  provided  for,  was  to  be  paid  by  them,  without  be» 
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eomiDg  a  ch«rf  e  on  the  treatary  of  Spain.  For  teiri- 
toiy  ^ed  by  Spain,  other  territory  of  great  Yalae, 
to  wlu^  oar  claim  was  believed  to  be  well  founded, 
was  ceded  by  the  United  States,  and  in  a  quarter 
Biore  interesting  to  her.  This  cession  was,  neverthe- 
less, reeeived,  as  the  means  of  indemnify iog  oar  citi- 
sens,  in  a  considerable  sum,  the  presumed  amount  of 
thfir  losses.  Other  considerations,  of  great  weight, 
vged  the  ces^n  of  this  territory  by  Spain.  It  was 
sorroanded  by  the  territories  of  the  United  Ststes,  on 
eve^  side,  ejccept  on  that  of  the  ocean.  Spain  had 
lost  ner  suthority  over  it,  and,  falling  into  the  hands 
of  sdventorers  connected  wiUi  the  savages,  it  was 
made  the  means  of  unceasing  annoyance  and  injury 
to  our  Union,  in  many  of  itA  most  essential  interests. 
By  thb  cession,  then,  Spain  ceded  a  territory,  in  re- 
ality, of  no  Tslue  to  her,  and  obtained  concessions  of 
die  highest  importance,  by  the  settlement  of  long 
standing  differences  with  the  United  States,  aflecting 
their  respective  claims  and  limits,  and  likewise  relieved 
herself  from  the  obligation  of  a  treaty,  relating  to  it, 
which  she  bed  fiiiled  to  fulfil,  end  siso  from  the  re- 
spoMbQiiy  incident  to  the  most  flsgrant  and  perni- 
cieos  abases  of  her  rights,  where  she  could  not  sup- 
port her  authority.  •  .  > .  . 

It  being  known  that  the  treaty  was  formed  .ili|der' 
these  drcumstances,  not  a  doubt  was  entertaii'teB  that 
His  Catholic  Majesty  would  have  ratified  it  withciut 
delay.  I  regret  to  have  to  state,  that  this  reasonabfe' 
expectation  has  been  disappointed ;  that  the  treaty 
was  not  ratified  within  the  time  stipulated,  and^has 
not  since  been  ratified.  As  it  is  important  that'th^ 
nature  and  character  of  this  unexpected  occurrence 
should  be  dininctly  understood,  I  think  it  my  duty  to 
eommunicate  to  you  all  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
in  my  possession,  relating  to  it. 

Anxious  to  prevent  all  future  disagreement  with 
Spain,  by  giving  the  most  prompt  effect  to  the  treaty, 
which  had  been  thus  concluded,  and,  particularly,  by 
the  establishment  of  a  government  in  Florida,  which 
should  preserve  order  there,  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to  His  Ca- 
tholic Majesty,  and  to  whom  the  ratification,  by  his 
Government,  had  been  committed,  to  be  exchanged 
for  that  of  Spain,  was  instructed  to  transmit  the  latter 
to  tlM  Department  of  State,  as  soon  as  obtained,  by  a 
public  ship,  subjected  to  his  order  for  the  purpose. 
Unexpected  delay  occurring  in  the  ratification,  by 
Spain,  he  requested  to  be  informed  of  the  cause.  It 
was  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  great  importance  of  the 
solject,  and  a  desire  to  obtain  explanations  on  certain 
points,  which  were  not  specified,  had  produced  ^the 
delay,  and  that  an  Envoy  would  be  despatched  to  *the 
United  States,  to  obtain  such  explanations  of  this 
Qevcmment.  The  Minister  of  the  United  Sutes 
offntd  to  give  full  explanation  on  any  point  on  which 
it  mii^t  be  desired;  which  proposal  was  declined. 
Having  communicated  thb  result  to  the  Department 
of  State,  ia  August  last,  he  was  instructed,  notwith- 
standiog  the  dbappointment  and  surprise  which  it 
produced,  to  intcrm  the  Government  of  Spain,  that,  if 
the  treaty  should  be  ratified,  and  transmitted  here,  at 
any  time  be$>re  tha  meeting  of  Congress,  it  would  be 
leeeivcd,  and  have  the  same  effect  as  if  it  bad  been 
ratified  in  due  time.  This  order  was  executed ;  the 
aothoriaed  communication  was  made  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  SpsiUy  and  by  its  answer,  which  has  just  been 
laeeived,  we  are  officially  made  acquainted,  for  the 
fiiiC  time,  with  the  causes  which  have  prevented  the 


ratification  of  the  treaty,  by  His  Catholic  Majesty.  It 
is  alleged  by  the  Minister  of  Spain,  that  this  Govern- 
ment had  attempted  to  alter  one  of  the  principal  arti- 
cles of  the  treaty,  by  a  declaration,  which  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  had  been  ordered  to  present  when 
he  should  deliver  the  ratification  by  hb  Govemmenty 
in  exchange  for  that  of  Spain,  and  of  which  he  gave 
notice,  explanatory  of  the  sense  in  which  that  article 
was  understood.  It  is  further  alleged  that  this  Gov- 
ernment had  recently  tolerated  or  protected  an  expe- 
dition from  the  United  States,  against  the  province  of 
Texas.  These  two  imputed  acts  are  stated  as  tha 
reasons  which  havoJnduced  His  Catholic  Majesty  to 
withhold  his  ratification  from  the  treaty,  to  obtain  ex- 
planations, respecting  which,  it  is  repeated,  that  an 
£invoy  would  be  forthwith  despatched  to  the  United 
States,  How  far  these  allegations  will  justify  the 
conduct  of  the  Government  of  Spain,  will  appear,  on 
a  view  of  the  following  facts,  and  the  evidence  which 
supports  them. 

It  will  be  seen,  by  the  documents  transmitted  here- 
with, that  the  declaration  mentioned  relates  to  a  clause 
in  the  eighth  article,  concerning  certain  grants  of  land, 
recently  made  by  His  Catholic  Majesty  in  Florida, 
lyhibhvit'was  dn^erstood,  had  conveyed  all  the  lands^ 
yriycb,  \iir/l^i^*faad^  been  ungranted.  It  was  the  in- 
leAtion  *of  tfie  parties  to  anAul  these  latter  grants,  and 
tbaf  clausS  ^*A  drawn  for  that  express  purpose,  and 
fd&r(aRe/4^/'  '^b®  ^^^  ^^  ^^^^  grants  was  un- 
known, .bu(jit  .was  understood  to  be  posterior  to  that 
jji^cted  in«ti^e*aS'iicle.  Indeed,  it  must  be  obvious  to 
jtHC  tbtft,  inthatZ  provision  in  the  treaty  had  not  the 
'effect  of  annulling  these  grants,  it  would  be  altogether 
nugatory.  Immediately  after  the  treaty  was  conclu- 
ded, and  ratified  by  this  Government,  an  Intimatioh 
was  received  that  these  grants  were  of  anterior  date 
to  that  fixed  on  by  the  treaty,  and  that  they  would 
not,  of  course,  be  affected  by  it.  The  mere  possibility 
of  such  a  case,  so  inconsistent  with  the  intention  of 
the  parties,  and  the  meaning  of  the  article,  induced 
this  Government  to  demand  an  explanation  on  the 
subject,  which  was  immediately  granted,  and  which 
corresponds  with  this  statement  With  respect  to  the 
other  act  alleged,  that  this  Government  had  tolerated 
or  protected  an  expedition  against  Texas,  it  is  utteriy 
without  foundation.  Every  discountenance  has  inva- 
riably been  given  to  any  such  attempt  from  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  as  is  fully  evinced  by  the 
acts  of  the  Government,  and  the  proceedings  of  the 
courts.  There  being  cause,  however,  to  apprehend, 
in  the  course  of  the  last  Summer,  that  some  adventu- 
rers entertained  views  of  the  kind  suggested,  the  at- 
tention of  the  constituted  authorities  in  that  quarter 
was  immediately  drawn  to  them,  and  it  is  known  that 
the  project,  whatever  it  might  be,  has  utteriy  failed. 

These  facts  will,  it  is  presumed,  satisfy  every  impar- 
tial mind  that  the  Government  of  Spain  had  no  justifi- 
able cause  for  declining  to  ratify  the  treaty.  A  treaty 
concluded  in  conformity  with  instructions,  is  obligato- 
ry, in  good  faith,  in  all  its  stipulations,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  parties.  £ach 
party  is  bound  to  ratify  it.  If  either  could  set  il  aside, 
without  the  consent  of  the  other,  there  would  be  no 
longer  any  rules  applicable  to  such  transactions  be- 
tween nations.  By  this  proceeding*  the  Government 
of  Spain  has  rendered  to  the  United  States  a  new  and 
very  serious  injury.  It  has  been  stated  that  a  Minis* 
ter  would  be  sent,  to  ask  cerUin  explanations  of  this 
Government.     But  if  sueh  were  desired,  why  were 
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tiiev  not  aakejL  within, the  time  limited  for  the  latifi- 
«ation  ?  Is  it  contemplated  to  open  a  new  negotiation 
respecting  any  of  the  articles  or  conditions  of  the 
treaty  1  If  that  were  done,  to  what  cooaequences 
might  it  not  lead  ?  At  what  time,  and  in  what  man- 
ner, would  a  new  negotiation  terminate?  By  this 
proceeding,  Spain  has  formed  a  relation  between  the 
two  countries  which  will  justify  any  measures  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  which  a  strong  sense  of  in- 
jury, and  a  proper  regard  for  the  rights  and  interests 
of  the  nation  may  dictate.  In  the  course  to  be  pur- 
sued, these  objects  should  be  constantly  held  in  view, 
an4  have  their  due  weight.  Our  national  honor  must 
be  maintained,  and  a  new  and^  distinguished  proof 
be  afforded  of  that  regard  for  justice  and  moderation 
which  has  invariably  governed  the  councils  of  this 
6ee  people.  It  must  be  obvious  to  all,  that,  if  the 
United  States  had  been  desirous  of  making  conquests, 
or  had  been  even  willing  to  aggrandize  themselves  in 
that  way,  they  could  have  had  no  inducement  to  form 
this  treaty.  They  would  have  much  cause  for  gratu- 
lation  at  the  course  which  has  been  pursued  by  Spain. 
An  ample  field  for  ambition  is  opened  before  them. 
But  such  a  career  is  not  consistent  with  the  princi- 
ples of  their  Government,  nor*  thf  intere§t8.  of  the 
nation.  *••••.*••/     *  *   * 

From  a  full  view  of  all  circuttisttfneefif  It  is  submit- 
ted to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  .wii^her  il  will* 
not  be  proper  for  the  United  States  to  capy  ^  eon-* 
ditions  of  the  treaty  into  effect,  in  the*satift  n/tener 
aa  if  it  had  been  ratified  by  Spain ;  *^ai|A{nf*,ODtivtt: 
part,  all  its  advantages,  and  yielding  t/^Sp^^tiolMr 
aeoured  to  her.  By  pursuing  this  course  we*  AiaU 
rest  on  the  sacred  ground  of  right,  sanctioned,  in  the 
i)iost  solemn  manner,  by  Spain  herself  by  a  treaty 
which  she  was  bound  to  ratify,  for  reAuing  to  do 
which  she  must  incur  the  censure  of  other  nations, 
eVen  those  most  friendly  to  her;  while,  by  confining 
ourselves  within  that  limit,  we  cannot  fait  to  obtain 
thoir  well  merited  approbation.  We  must  have  peace 
on  a  frontier  where  we  have  been  so  long  disturbed ; 
our  citizens  must  be  indemnified  for  losses  so  long 
since  sustained,  and  for  which  indemnity  has  been  so 
unjustly  withheld  from  them.  Accomplishing  these 
great  objects,  we  obtain  all  that  is  desirable. 

But  His. Catholic  Bfajesty  has  twice  declared  his 
determination  to  send  a  Minister  to  the  United  States 
to  ask  ezplanatipns  on  certain  points,  and  to  give 
them  respeotiog  his  delay  to  ratify  the  trea^.  Shall 
we  act,  by  taking  the  ceded  territory,  and  proceeding 
to.Mcecute  the  other  conditions  of  the  treaty^  before 
this  Minister  arrives  and  is  heard  1  This  is  a  case 
which  forms  a  strong  appeal  to  the  candor,  the  mag- 
nanimity, and  the  honor  of  this  people.  Much  is  due 
to  courtesy  between  nations.  By  a  short  delay  we 
shall  lose, nothing;  for,  resting  on  the  ground  of  im- 
mutable truth  and  justice,  we  cannot  be  diverted  from 
our  purpose.  It  ought  to  be  presumed  that  the  ez- 
nlanations  which  may  be  given  to  the  Minister  of 
Spain  will  be  satisfactory,  and  produce  the  desired  re- 
sult. In  any  event,  the  delay,  for  the  purpose  men- 
tioned, being  a  further  manifestation,  of  the  sincere 
desire  to  terminate  in  the  most  friendly  manner  all 
differences  with  Spain,  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appre- 
ciated by  fi is  Catholic  Majesty,  as  well  as  by  other 
Powers.  It  is  submitted,  therefore,  whether  it  will 
not  be  proper  to  make  the  law  proposed  for  carrying 
the  conditions  of  thd  treaty  into  effect,  should  it  be 
adopted,  cohtingent;  to  suspend  its  operation  upon 


the  responsibility  of  the  Bzecutive,  in  such  manner 
as  to  afford  an  opportunity  for  such  friendly  explana- 
tions, as  may  be  desired  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress. 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  copy  of  the  treaty* 
and  of  the  instructions  to  the  Minister  of  the  United 
States  at  Madrid  respecting  it ;  of  his  correspondence 
with  the  Minister  of  Spain,  and  of  such  other  docu- 
ments as  may  be  necessary  to  give  a  full  view  of  the 
subject. 

In  the  course  which  the  Spanish  Government  have, 
on  this  occasion,  thought  proper  to  pursue,  it  is  sat- 
isfactory to  know  that  they  have  not  been  oounte- 
nanced  by  any  other  European  Power.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  opinion  and  wishes,  both  of  France  and 
Great  Britain,  have  not  been  withheld,  either  from 
the  United  States  or  from  Spain;  and  have  been  un- 
equivocal in  favor  of  the  ratification.  There  is  also 
reason  to  believe  that  the  sentiments  of  the  imperial 
Government  of  Russia  have  been  the  same,  and  thai 
they  have  also  been  niade  known  to  the  Cabinet  of 
Madrid. 

In  the  civil  war  existing  between  Spain  and  the 
Spanish  provinces  in  this  hemisf^re,  the  greatest 
(1(0^  has  been  taken  to  enforce  the  lawa.intended  to 
P.KVn^  an  impartial  neutrality.  Our  ports  have  con- 
tij9ii^;to  be  equally  open  to  both  parties,  and  on  the 
game  conditions ;  and  our  citizens  have  been  equally 
'restrained  from  interfering  in  favor  of  either  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  other.  The  progress  of  the  war, 
.hoY^ever,  has  operated  manifestly  in  favor  of  the  colo- 
;nieB.  Buenos  Ayres  still  mamtains  unshaken  the 
'independence  which  it  declared  in  1816,  and  has  en- 
joyed since  1810.  Like  success  has  also  lately  at- 
tended Chili,  and  the  provinces  north  of  the  La  nata, 
bordering  on  it,  and  likewise  Venezuela. 

Thb  contest  has,'/rom  its  commencement,  been  very 
interesting  to  other  Powers,  and  to  none  more  so 
than  to  the  United  States.  A  virtuous  people  may, 
and- will,  confine  themselves  within  the  limit  of  strict 
neutrality ;  but  it  is  not  in  their  power  to  behold  a 
conflict  so  vitally  important  to  their  neighbors,  without 
the  sensibility  and  sympathy  which  naturally  belong 
to  such  a  case.  It  has  been  the  steady  purpose  of  this 
Government  to  prevent  that  feeling  leading  to  excess, 
and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
state  that,  so  strong  has  been  the  sense  throughout  the 
whole  community,  of  what  was  due  to  the  character 
and  obligations  of  the  nation,  that  very  few  ezamploi 
of  a  contrary  kind  have  occurred. 

The  distance  of  the  colonies  from  the  parent  country, 
and  the  great  extent  of  their  population  and  resources, 
gave  them  advantages  which  it  was  anticipated  at  a 
very  early  period,  it  would  be  difficult  for  Spain  to 
surmount.  The  steadiness,  consistency,  and  aucceas, 
with  which  they  have  pursued  their  object,  as  evinced 
more  particularly  by  the  undisturbed  sovereignty 
which  Buenos  Ayres  has  so  long  enjoyed,  evidentfy 
give  them  a  strong  claim  to  the  favorable  conaidefation 
of  other  nations.  These  sentiments,  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States,  have  not  been  withheld  fh>m  other 
Powers,  with  whom  it  is  desirable  to  aot  in  concert 
Should  it  become  manifest  to  the  world  that  the  efforts 
of  Spain  to  subdue  these  provinces  will  be  fruitless,  it 
may  be  presumed  that  the  Spanish  Government  ita^ 
will  give  up  the  contest  In  producing  such  a  deter- 
mination, it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  opinion  of 
friendly  Powers^  who  have  taken  no  part  in  the  con- 
troversy, will  have  their  merited  influence. 
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U  is  of  the  liighett  importance  to  our  national  char- 
acter, and  indiqiensahle  to  the  morality  of  our  citizens, 
that  air  violations  of  oar  neutrality  should  be  prevented. 
No  door  skould  be  left  open  for  Uie  evasion  of  oor 
laws;  no  opportunity  afforded  to  any  who  may  be  dis- 
poeed  to  take  advantage  of  it,  to  compromit  the  inter- 
eat  or  the  honor  of  the  nation.  It  is  submitted,  there- 
fiBve^  to  the  conaideration  of  Congress,  whether  it  may 
not  be  iidvisahle  to  reviae  the  laws,  with  a  view  to  this 
desirable  result. 

It  is  Bobmitted,  also,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper 
to  designate,  by  law,  Uie  several  ports  or  places  along 
the  coast,  at  which,  only,  foreign  ships  of  war  and  pri- 
vateers may  be  admitted.  The  difficulty  of  sustaining 
the  regulations  of  our  commerce,  and  of  other  import- 
ant interests  from  abuse,  without  such  designation, 
funifthes  a  stnmg  motive  for  this  measure. 

At  the  time  of  the  negotiation  for  the  renewal  of 
the  eommercial  convention^  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  a  hope  had  been  entertained  that 
an  article  might  have  been  agreed  upon,  mutually  sat- 
isfiiciory  to  both  countries,  regulating,  upon  principles 
of  justice  and  reciprocity,  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  th6  BritiBh  possessions, 
as  well  in  the  West  Indies,  as  upon  the  continent  of 
North  America.  The  Plenipotentiaries  of  tb^^tvsQ 
Governments  not  having  been  able  to  come  tcf  iCb. 
agreement  on  this  important  interest,  those  of  the  Uni^ 
t^  States  reserved  for  the  consideration  of  this  Gov. 
emment  the  proposals  which  had  been  presented  to' 
tiben,  as  the  ultimate  offer  on  the  part  of  the  British 
Government,  and  which  \h»j  were  not  authorized  to 
aeeepi.  On  their  transmission  here,  they  were  ex- 
amined vrith  due  deliberation,  the  result  of  which  was 
a  new  eflbrt  to  meet  th6  views  cf{  the  British. Govern- 
ment. The  Minbter  of  the  United  Stated  was  in- 
stmcted  to  make  a  fhrther  proposal,  which  has  not 
been  accepted.  It  was,  however,  declined  in  an  ami- 
cable manner.  I  recommend  to  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  whether  further  prohibitory  provisious  in 
tiM  kws  relating  to  this  intercourse  may  not  be  ezpe- 
diaiit.  It  is  seen,  with  interest,  that,  ahhougk  it  has 
BOt  been  practicable,  as  yet,  to  agree  in  any  arrange- 
ment of  this  important  branch  of  their  commerce,  such 
is  the  dispesition  of  the  parties,  that  each  will  view 
any  legulationa  which  the  other  may  make  respecting 
it,  in  the  most  friendly  light. 

By  the  5th  article  of  the  convention,  concluded  on 
the  20th  of  October,  1818,  it  was  stinulated  that  the 
diffisrence  which  has  arisen  between  tKe  two  Govern- 
ments, with  r^^d  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
^  5th  ardde  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  relation  to 
the  carrying  away,  by  British  officers,  of  slates  from 
tM  United  States,  alter  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications 
of  the  Treaty  of  Peace,  should  be  referred  to  the  deci- 
sion af  some  friendly  Sovereign  or  State,  to  be  named 
Urn  thatpurpese.  The  Minister  of  the  UnHed  States 
has  been  Vastmded  to  name  to  the  British  Government 
a  ftraign  Soreceign,  the  common  friend  to  both  parties, 
iir  the  deciBOa  of  this  question.  The  answer  of  that 
Government  bthe  proposal,  when  received,  will  in* 
dkate  the  Airther^eafnures  to  be  pursued  oa  the  part 
«f  the  UniteJ  dtatea, 

AUhoagh  the  pecuaiaiy  embarrassments  which  af* 
freted  various  parts  ot  the  Union,  during  the  latter 
nait  of  the  pieoedti^  year^  have,  dnzinc  ^«  preaant, 
been  considerably  augmentad,  and  stiU  continue  to 
exist,  the  rcedpts  into  the  TiNasury,  to  the  30th  of 
September  last,  have  amounted  ta,$l9,000,000.   After 


defraying  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government, 
including  the  interest  and  reimbursement  of  the  public 
debt,  payable  to  that  period,  amounting  to  $18,S00,000, 
there  remained  in  the  Treasury,  on  that  diay,  more 
than  $2,500,000,  which,  with  the  sums  receivable 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year,  will  exceed  the 
current  demands  upon  the  Treasury  for  the  same 
.period. 

The  causes  which  have  tended  to  diminish  the  pub- 
lic receipts,  could  not  fail  to  have  a  corresponding 
effect  upon  the  revenue  which  has  accrued  upon  im* 
posts  and  tonnage  dui^g  the  three  first  quarters  of 
the  present  year;  it  is,  however,  ascertained  that  the 
duties,  which  have  been  secured  during  that  period, 
exceed  $18,000,000,  and  those  of  the  whole  year  will 
probably  amount  to  $23,000,000. 

For  the  probable  receipts  of  the  ^ezt  year,  I  refer 
you  to  the  statements  which  will  be  transmitted  from 
the  l^asury,  which  will  enable  you  to  judge  whether 
further  provision  be  necessary. 

The  great  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  principal  ar- 
.tides  of  domestic  growth,  which  has  occurred  during 
the  present  year,  and  the  consequent  foil  in  the  price 
of  labor,  apparently  so  favorable  to  the  success  of  do- 
mestic manu$ictttrcs,  have  not  shielded  them  against 
I)tljbr*caueeradjui^t9  their  prosperity.  The  pecu- 
nihff  emban^nftmentb  t^hich  have  so  deeply  afiected 
the  commeraial*interests  of  the  nation,  have  been  no 
i%s»  adverse  $e  our  manufecturing  establishments  in 
sevend'secCitfor  of  the  Union.  The  great  reduction  of 
.ibet.cj'Hreif<^,'Whi(^'the  banks  have  been  oonstrained 
:to'toftke,iA^diUei^to  continue  specie  payments,  and 
thB* vitiated  character  of  it  where  such  reductions  have 
not  been  attempted,  instead  of  placing  within  the 
reach  of  these  establishments  the  pecaniaiy  aid  neces- 
sary to  avail  themselves  of  the  advantagee  vesnhing 
firom  the  rednetion  in  the  prices  <^  the  raw  materials, 
and  of  labor,  have  compelled  the  banks  to  withdmir 
from  them  a  portion  of  the  capital  heretofore  advanced 
to  them.  That  aid,  which  has  been  refrised  by  the 
banks,  has  not  been  obtained  from  other  aources, 
owing  to  the  loss  of  individual  confidence,  from  the 
frequent  failures  which  have  recently  occurred  in  some 
of  our  principal  commercial  cities. 

An  additional  cause  for  the  depression  of  these  es- 
tablishments may  probably  be  found  in  the  pecuniary 
embarrassments  which  have  recently  afiected  thoae 
countries  with  which  our  oommerce  has  been  princi- 
pally prosecuted. 

Their  manufactures,  for  the  want  of  a  ready  or 
profitable  market  at  home,  have  been  shipped  by  the 
manufacturers  to  the  United  States,  amK  in  many  in- 
stances, sold|^  a  price  below  their  current  value  at 
the'  place  of  manufacture.  Although  this  practice 
ipay,  from  its  naUsre,  be  considered  temporary  or  ooa- 
tingent,  it  is  not  oa  that  account  less  imnrioua  in  its 
efiecls.  Unifermlty  in  the  demand  and  price  of  an 
article  is  highly  desirable  to  the  domestic  manufeo- 
tursr. 

It  is  deemed  of  great  impoftanoe  to  give  encourage- 
ment to  our  demeetie  manufacturers.  In  what  man- 
ner the  evils  which  have  been  adverted  to  may  be 
remedied,  and  how  far  it  may  be  practicable,  in  other 
respects,  to  afibnl  to  them  fhrther  encouragement, 
paying  due  regard  to  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  is  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  Congress. 

The  survey  of  the  coast,  for  the  esUhHahment  of 
fortifications,  is  now  nearly  completod,  and  eonsidera* 
ble  progress  has  been  made  in  the  collection  of  msAe- 
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ritit  for  the  roii»tniction  of  fonificfttionf  in  the  Galf 
of  Mexico  and  in  the  CheMpeake  Baj.  The  works 
on  the  Eastern  hank  of  the  Potomac,  below  Alexan- 
dria, and  on  the  Pea  Patch  in  the  Delaware,  are  mnch 
advanced,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows,  in  the  harbor  of  New  York,  will  be  com- 
pleted the  present  year.  To  derive  all  the  advantages 
contemplated  from  these  fortifications,  it  was  necessary  < 
that  they  shonld  be  judiciously  posted,  and  constructed 
with  a  view  to  permanence.  The  progress,  hitherto, 
has  therefore  been  slow ;  but,  as  the  difliculties,  in 
parts  heretofore  the  least  explored  and  known,  are 
surmounted,  it  will  in  futare  be  more  rapid.  As  soon 
as  the  survey  of  the  coast  is  completed,  which  it  is  ex- 
pected will  be  done  early  in  the  next  8pring,  the  en- 
gineers employed  in  it  will  proceed  to  examine,  for 
like  purposes,  the  northern  and  northwestern  fron- 
tiers. 

The  troops,  intended  to  occupy  a  station  at  the 
mouth  of  the  St.  Peter's,  on  the  Mississippi,  have  es- 
tablished themselves  there,  and  those  who  were  or- 
dered to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Mis- 
souri, have  ascended  that  river  to  the  Council  Bluffy 
where  they  will  remain  until  the  next  Spring,  when 
they  will  proceed  to  the  place  ef  their  destination.  ( 
have  the  satisfaction  to  state,  g^fit/Uus  tneasui^  ^al 
been  executed  in  amity  with  nln*  fodMb  Iribe4*a1id 
that  it  promises  to  produce,  in  regard 4o  Ihem,  all  the 
advantagea  which  were  contemplated^  b^  >t  *  *•  • !   *  * 

Much  progress  has  likewise  been  nfad^iir  tbe  oon- 
iCruction  of  ships-of-war,  and  in  th*eean6ctibntfC^ifl«-, 
her  and  other  materials  for  ship-bmldM^.*  *Jt*i|.\Iot; 
doubted  that  our  Navy  will  soon  be'  augmented  to*tlfer 
number,  and  placed,  in  all  respects,  on  the  footing 
provided  for  by  law. 

The  board,  consisting  of  engineers  and  naval  offi- 
oers,  have  not  yet  made  their  final  report,  of  sites  for 
two  naval  depots,  as  instructed,  according  to  the  reso- 
lutions of  March  iSth,  and  April  20th,  1818,  but  they 
have  examined  the  coast  therein  designated,  and  their 
report  is  expected  in  the  next  month. 

For  the  protection  of  our  commerce  in  the  Medi- 
terranean ;  along  the  Southern  Atlantic  coast;  in  the 
Pacific  and  Indian  ocean ;  it  has  been  found  neces- 
sary to  maintain  a  atrong  naval  force,  which  it  seems 
proper  for  the  present  to  continue.  There  b  much 
reason  to  believe  that,  if  any  portion  of  the  squadron 
heretofore  stationed  in  the  Mediterranean  should  be 
withdrawn,  our  intercourse  with  the  Powers  border^ 
ing  on  that  sea  would  be  much  interrupted,  if  not  al- 
together destroyed.  Such,  loo,  has  been  the  growth 
of  a  spirit  oi  piracy,  in  the  other  quarters  mentioned, 
by  adventurers  from  every  country,  in  abuse  of  the 
friendly  flsgs  which  they  have  assumed,  that,  not  to 
protect  our  commerce  there,  would  be  to  abandon  it 
as  a  prey  to  their  rapacity.  Due  attention  has  like- 
wise been  paid  to  the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade, 
in  compliance  with  a  law  of  the  last  session.  Orders 
have  been  given  to  the  commanders  of  all  our  public 
ships  to  seise  all  vessels  navigated  under  our  flag,  en- 
gaged in  that  trade,  and  to  bring  them  in,  to  be  pro- 
ceeded againat,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  that  law. 
It  is  hoped  that  these  vigorous  measures,  supported 
by  Uke  acts  by  other  nations,  will  soon  terminate  a 
commsrce  so  disgraceful  to  the  civilized  world. 

In  the  execution  of  the  duty  imposed  by  these  acts, 
aid  of  a  high  trust  connected  with  it,  it  is  with  deep 
regret  1  have  to  state  the  loss  which  has  been  sus- 
tained by  the  death  ot  Commodore  Perry.    Hit  gal- 


lantry, in  a  brilliant  exploit,  in  the  late  war,  added 
to  the  renown  of  his  country.  His  death  is  deplored 
as  a  national  misfortune. 

JAME8r  MONROE. 
Washihotox,  December  li  1819. 

The  Message  and  accompany  ing  documents 
were  read,  and  three  thousand  conies  thereof  or- 
dered to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 


•  WfiDNEsnAY,  December  8. 

Mr.  Sanpord  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Ruolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  relatioiui 
with  Bpain,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign 
Relations^ 

Resoivedt  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  finance^ 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Eeaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  manulacturee, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures. 

**Beiolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pree^ 
ije*||t*of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  violations  of 
pur  ueuualily,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
judiciary. 

*  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Vres- 
ident  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  designer 
tihn  of  particular  ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign 
sfiips-of-war  and  privateers,  be  referred  •  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Re89ke4i  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  commercial 
intercourse  betw^n  the  United  States  and  the  British 
possessions  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  North  Amer- 
ica, be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
latiops. 

Mr.  Wilson  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  docimients 
free  of  postage,  and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole:  and,  having  been  amended,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union,  as  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State,  on  the  footing  of  an  original  State^ 
together  with  the  constitution  formed  in  conven- 
tion for  the  State  of  Maine ;  which  were  severally 
read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  conmiittee 
appointed  on  the  6th  instant,  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what,  legislative  measures  may 
be  necessary  for  admitting  the  State  of  Alabama 
into  the  Union,  to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  conunit- 
tee  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any, 
what  legislative  measures  may  be  neeessary  for  ad- 
mitting the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  re- 
ported a  resolution  declaring  the  admissbn  of  di^ 
State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and.  no 
amaidment  having  been  made,  it  was  reported  to 
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the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
m  thud  time.  It  was  read  a  third  time  by  unani- 
moos  consent,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint 
oomxnittee  on  the  arrangements  for  the  library  of 
Congress  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Daita  presented  the  petition  of  William  Van 
Dnoten  and  Geor^  Wokott.  surveyors  of  the  rey- 
enoe  for  different  districts  in  tne  State  of  Connecti- 
cQlyjpraying  mn  increase  of  compensation  foi*  their 
senrices,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Bdrrill  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Samoel  Ward. 

Mr.  Hunter  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Fowler. 

Mr.  Mellen  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  establishing  a 
circnit  court  in  and  for  the  District  of  Maine. 


Thursday,  December  9. 
Mr.  BuRRiLL.  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward^  and  the 
bfll  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
.  Mr.  Hunter  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler,  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
The  IhU  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain 
documents  free  of  postage,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Gaillard,  the  appointment 
of  the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  was  post- 
poned until  Tuesday  next. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  appointed  the  Rev.  Burgess  Allison 
Chaplain  on  their  part.  They  have  passed  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  doc- 
uments by  mail  free  of  postage,  in  which  resolution 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  last-mentioned  resolution  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. ' 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  appointment  of  a  Chaplain  on  their  part, 
and,  on  the  ballots  having  been  counted,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  Rev.  Reub^  Post  had  a  majority, 
and  was  elected. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Oiamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
on  tke  subject  of  the  establishment  of  a  uniform 
system  of  banioruptcy  throughout  the  United  States, 
and  nrgbg  the  expediency  of  providing  such  a 
system ;  aikd  the  memorial  was  read. 
The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  mornings 


ERT8,  and  Mr.  Maoon,  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  prepared  in  obedience 
to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  the  Trea- 
sury Department ;"  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mt.  Dickerson,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  the  committee  on 
their  part,  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  on  the  arrangements  of 
the  Library  of  Congress;  and  Mr.  Dickerson, 
Mr.  Hunter,  and  Mr.  Dana,  were  appointed  thJe 
committee. 

Mr.  Mellen  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes 
of  State  Papers. 

Mr.  Dickerson  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election 
of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  .of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow. 


Monday,  December  13. 
Mr.  Brown  preselited  the  memorial  of  William 
Thornton,  Superintendent  of  the  Patent  Office, 
praying  an  increase  of  \ds  present  conmensation ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  a 
select  committee  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
by  bill  or  otherwise.    And  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Eob- 


Tuesday,  December  14. 

James  Pleasants,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  supply  the 
vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John  W. 
EppeSj  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and 
took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RoBEBTs  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  authorizing 
the  purchase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Binns. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Davis,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  pen- 
sion:  which  was  read. 

Tne  resolution  authorinng  the  transmission  of 

certain  documents  by  mail,  free  of  postage,  was 

read  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consideration 

.  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first  Monday  in 

September  next. 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading, 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dickerson  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
introduce  a  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  rres- 
ident  of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  submitted  the  foUowiag  motion  for 
consideration : 

JZesofcetf,  Thtt  a  oommiftso  be  tppdnted  to  inquire 
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into  the  expediency  of  preicribtLng  by  Uw  for  the  relief 
of  such  of  the  officers  and  Tolonteen  engaged  in  ihe 
late  Seminole  war  as  may  have  lost  their  horsee  and 
other  property  during  said  campaign. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial  of 
Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyville,  Kentucky,  praying 
compensation  for  certain  losses  and  sufferings  under 
the  act  commonly  called  the  aedilion  law;  and  the 
memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Parrot  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he  should 
ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
A.  Dix. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  arrange 
and  report  the  rules  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate,  and  the  rules  hitherto  practised  on  by  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States: 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

I  transmit  herewith  to  the  Senate  a  collection  of  the 
eommercial  regulations  of  the  different  foreign  coun- 
tries with  which  the  United  States  have  commercial 
intercourse,  which  have  been  compiled  in  compliance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  3d  March,  1817. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

Wasbihoton,  December  7, 1819. 

The  Message  was  read. 

John  W.  Walker,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  produced  his 
credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petitioh  of  John 
Stod4art  and  others,  proprietors  of  a  new  and  im- 
proved method  of  manufacturing  screws  of  wire, 
praying  the  imposition  of  a  specific  duty  on  the 
miportation  of  wood  screws ;  and  the  petition  was 
read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  appointment  of 
the  standing  committees  of  the  Senate  was  further 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mi.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Wile,  administrator  of  Eliza oeth  Shallus,  de- 
ceased, and  of  Andrew  Eppele,  administrator  of 
Mary  Hassenclever,  deeeased,  praying  that  a  cer- 
tain Dond  of  indemnity  relating  to  the  claim  of  the 
Baron  D'Utrick  may  be  can<^led  and  annulled ; 
and  the  petition  was  read. 


Wednesday,  December  15. 

Montpord  Stokes,  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  arrived  the  14th  instant,  and  attended 
thb  day. 

Frebman  Walker,  appointed  a  Senator  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Greorgia,  to  supply 
the  vKcanay  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  John 
Forsvth,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qualified, 
and  ne  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Sanpord  gave  notice,  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th 
of  April,  1818.  entitled  ^An  act  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitlea  'An  act  to  regulate  the  coUeetion 


of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  sec- 
ond day  of  March,  1799." 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  in<}uire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  compensation  to  those  who  have  lost 
horses  and  otner  property  in  the  Seminole  war ; 
and,  having  agreed  thereto,  Messrs.  Eaton,  Rob- 
erts, and  Logan,  were  appointed  the  committee. 
Mr.  Roberts  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a  cer- 
tain number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, published  by  John  Binns;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Par rott  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readinjc^. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of^the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant  for  the  appointment  of 
a  coHunittee  to  prepare  rules  for  conauctinff  busi- 
ness in  the  Senate;  and,  having  agreed  thereto, 
Messrs.  Burrill,  Gaillard,  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas  B. 
Wait,  of  Boston,  praying  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  may  be  authorized  to  purchase,  for  the  use 
of  Confess,  five  hundred  copies  of  the  eleventh 
and  twdfUi  volumes  of  State  Papers,  piilishecf  by 
him ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matjhew  Barrow  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers 
VTas  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  the  election  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  it  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  to  consbt  of  five  members, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon ;  and  Messrs.  Digk- 
brson,  Trimble,  BrowNj  Elliott,  and  Logan, 
were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance of  the  American  Convention  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  slavery,  dbc.,  held  at  Phila- 
delphu,  against  the  admission  into  the  Union  of 
any  new  States,  which  may  hereafter  be  formed, 
unless  on  the  condition  that  the  further  introduce 
tion  of  slavery  therein  be  prohibited ;  which  was 
read. 


Thursday,  December  16. 

Mr.  Sanpord  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed 
on  the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage." 
passed  on  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799 ;  and  thehiU 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpord,  Che  select  commit- 
tee appointed  to  revise  and  report  the  rules  of  the 
Senate,  were  authorized  to  propose  such  amend- 
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Sta/ndwg  Committees, 


Sewatb. 


Hkents  to  those  nileB  as  they  may  think  proper  to 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Presideiit,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  (he  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  pray- 
ing a  Tenewal  of  their  charter ;  and  the  memorial 
was  leui,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  o£  Columbia. 

Mr.  EixiOTT  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Wood^of  Colmnbia  Coonty^n  the  State  of  Georgia, 
administrator  of  Captain  Kdward  Wood,  of  the 
Geogia  line  of  contmental  troops,  who  served  to 
the  end  of  the  Revolotionary  war  with  Gr^t  Brit- 
am,  prajriag  his  commutation  pay,  with  interest ; 
and  the  meoMirial  was  read,  and  rderred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  HuNTfiR  presented  the  memorial  of  Bowie 
and  Kurtz  and  others,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  ColumlHa,  praying  indemnity  for  the  loss 
of  the  ship  Allegany  and  cargo,  which  were  seized 
and  condemned  at  Gibraltar,  by  the  enemy,  whilst 
the  ship  was  employed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RoasBTs  presented  the  memorial  of  die 
Preaident  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac, 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  pray- 
ing an  extension  of  their  charter;  and  the  memo- 
mA  was  read,  and  rderred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Colmnbia. 

Mi.  Dickebson  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Boohed,  7*hat  Ae  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
ttrocted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  so  far  alter- 
ing the  laws  for  appointing  ooUectors  of  the  customs- 
of  the  United  States,  district  attorneys  of  the  United 
States,  and  recwTsrs  of  public  moneys  for  lands  of  the 
United  States,  surveyors  of  the  public  lands,  registers, 
and  BuHi  other  officers  as  they  may  think  proper,  as 
to  have  these  officers  respectively  appointed  for  limited 
psvMs,  subject  to  removal  as  heretofore. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
ClaiiiKs. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  same 
conmiittee. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Lanman,  the  petition  of  Lar 
throp  Davis,  of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase 
qC  pension,  presented  on  the  14th  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  CoDunittee  on  Pensions. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  MtfUhew  Banrow  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

On  nu)Uon,  by  Mr.  Dana,  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam Van  Dcnrsen  and  George  Wolcott,  surveyors 
of  the  revenue,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tioD^presented  oa  the  8th  instant,  was  refened  to 
the  Conmiittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoEJUL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUsohed,   That  the  Committee  on  Pensions  be 
dfarecfed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  reriving 
Ae  act  o£  1806,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
I  who  were  disabled  by  knoWn  wounds  received 


in  the  Revolationary  war,"  which  expired  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  bJe  appointed,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  consider  and  report  upon  such 
subjects  as  may  be  referred  to  them  relating  to  the 
public  building,  and  that  said  committee  ascer- 
tain^  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  whether  con- 
venient accommodations  can  be  had  in  the  nordi 
wing  of  the  Capitol  for  the  Committees  and  Sec- 
retary's office  of  the  Senate,  and  that  said  com- 
mittee have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Orderedy  That  Messrs.  Roberts,  Gaillaro, 
Mellen,  Burrill,  and  Lanman,  be  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Henry 
Rice^  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
praying  that  the  sums  paid  by  him  for  duties  on 
certain  goods  in  the  port  of  Castine,  which  were 
illegally  exacted  by  the  collector  of  the  customs 
for  the  district  of  Pdiobscot,  may  be  refunded, 
with  interest ;  and  the  petition  v^as  i:ead,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  ' 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Jasper 
Parish,  of  Canandaigua,  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  praying  remuneration  for  injuries  sustained 
by  him  in  consequence  of  a  part  of  the  Amfflican 
Army,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Sqaiyth,  encamping  on  his  farm,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  K>r  consideration : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  what  provisions  are  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  within 
die  State  of  Alabama. 

STANDING  00MMITTSE8. 

A^eeably  to  order,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the 
appointment  of  the  following  stanmng  committees: 

Committee  on  Foreign  ReUOions — ^Mr.  Brown,  Mr. 
Hunter,  Mr.  Macon,  Mr.  Barbour,  and  Mr.  Walker, 
ofCreorgia. 

CommSttee  on  Fina/nce — ^Mr.  Sanford,  Mr.  Macon, 
Mr.  Dana,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Logan. 

Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu/acttire» — ^Mr. 
Sanford,  Mr.  Dickerson,  Mr.  Horsey,  Mr.  Rug- 
gles,  and  Mr.  Burrill. 

Committee  on  MilUary  Afla4r$—Mt.  WilKams,'of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Trunble,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Tiche- 
nor,  and  Mr.  Elliott. 

Cofimittee  on  ^  MQUia^Mr,  Noble,  Mr.  Stokes, 
Mr.  Tichenor,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  and  Mr. 
Lanman. 

Committee  on  Naval  Afait9 — ^Mr.  Pleasants,  Mjt. 
Parrott,  Mr.  Gaillard,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi. 

Committee  on  Public  Lands— -Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Lowric, 
and  Mr.  Hunter. 

Committee  of  Ctoims— Mr.  Roberts,  Mr.  Wilson, 
Mr.  Morril,  Mr.  Rugglcs,  and  Mr.  Van  Dyke. 

Commdttee  on  the  Judiciarp^Mr,  Smith,  Mr.  Leake, 
Mr.  Burrill,  Mr.  Logan,  and  Mr.  Otis. 

Committee  on  the  Post  Ofioe  and  Poet  RoadS'-'Mr. 
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Wilson,  Mr.  Palmer,  Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Mel- 
len. 

CarmMtUe  on  Pensiow — Mr.  Van  Dyke,  Mr.  NoWe, 
Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Wilson. 

Covimitieefor  the  District  of  Columbia — Mr.  Horsey, 
Mr.  Hunter,  Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Lanman,  and  Mr. 
Otis. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the/petition  of  Rebecca 
Hodgson,  widow  of  Joseph  Hod£^n,  prayinfi^  pay- 
ment for  the  value  of  a  certain  house,  wnich  was 
consumed  by  fire  whilst  in  the  occupation  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  as  the  War 
Office,  in  the  City  of  Washington^  in  the  year 
1800,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  adjoymed  to  Monday  morning. 

Monday,  December  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,>eported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Oreene  dt  Co.,  owners  of  a  manufactory  of  cop- 
peras, in  Vermont  township,  in  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  praying  the  protection  of  Congress,  bv  lay- 
ing an  additional  duty  on  the  importation  or  cop- 
peras ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Leake  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

lUsolvedf  Tbtt  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands  be 
instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  alter- 
ing the  laws  concerning  the  sale  of  public  lands,  as 
to  divide  tbo  sections  and  fractions  of  sections  into 
half-quarter  sections;  and,  also*  where  lands  have 
reverted  to  the  United  States  for  nun-payment,  bo 
direct  the  sale  thereof  again  at  public  auction,  upon 
the  same  terms  and   conditions  of  all  other  public 

sales ;  and,  also,  that,  from  and  after  the di^  of 

,  credit  shall  not  be  given  on  sales  of  public  land ; 

but  the  same  shall  be  sold  for  money  only. 

Mr.  P  LB  AS  ANTS  presented  the  petition  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying 
an  extension  of  their  charter ;  and,  also,  oi  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Alexandria,  in  said  District,  jpraving  that  the  cai>- 
ital  of  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  may  oe 
increased,  so  as  to  include  their  capital,  and  make 
one  Bank,  to  be  denominated  the  Farmers'  Bank 
of  Alexandria;  and  the  petitions  were  severally 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Mame;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  request,  Mr.  Otis  was  excused  from  serving 
on  the  standing  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
also  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr,  Sampord,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manu&ctures,  who  have  considered  the 
official  statements  which  have  been  hitherto  made, 
of  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  foreign 
eoantries,  and  the  provisions  which  are  requisite 


for  obtaining  complete  and  accurate  statistical  ae- 
counts  of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report,  together  with  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  United  States;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  Circuit  Judce,  and  others,  raaying  the 
times  of  holding  the  United  States'  Cfourt  in  the 
Western  District  of  Pennsylvania  may  be  changed, 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  1:6th  instant^  who  wore  directed  to  ascertain 
whether  convenient  apartments  could  be  had  in 
the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  committees  and  officers  of  the  Senate, 
made  a  report;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  TiOHENOR  presented  the  memorial  of  Marit 
Richards,  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  praying  an 
allowance  of  interest  on  a  balance  that  was  due 
and  paid  him^  on  a  contract  with  the  Secretary  of 
War,  for  rations  furnished  during  the  late  war 
with  Great  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  memorial; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  Sampord  pr^ented  the  petition  of  Eli  Hart, 
praying  .compensation  for  property  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with  Great  critain ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refi^rred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  petition  of  Oliver 
Champlip,  surveyor  of  New  London,  in  the  State 
of  Connecticut,  praying  an  increase  of  compensa- 
tion for  his  services :  and  the  petition  was  read. 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  ami 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any  Jegal  provisions  be  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  accommodation  of  the  courts  of  said 
District,  in  Washington  county,  and  for  the  office 
of  the  clerk  of  that  court. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  what  provisions 
are  necessary  to  give  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  withm  the  State  of  Alabama;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  inquhre  into  the  expediency 
of  reviving  the  act  of  1806,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,"  which 
expired  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  Congress ; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  altering  the  laWs  for  appointing  certain 
officers ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  was  read 
the  second  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  oa 
Military  ABairs. 
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The  bill  aothorizinff  the  purchase  of  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
doice,  publiahed  by  John  Binns,  was  read  the  sec- 
ond tune. 

Tlie  hill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  20th  of  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the 
c<dIection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage," 
psssed  the  2d  day  of  March,  179^}  was  read  the 
aecond  time  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whc^e,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a 
subscription  for  the  deventh  and  twelfth  volumes 
of  State  Papers;  and  the  bill  having  been  amend- 
ed, it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  the  amend- 
ments being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
ennoosed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Pbesidbut  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  relative  to  tne  internal 
duties  and  direct  tax,  required  by  law;  and  the 
Teport  was  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Rtsohed^  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed  to  sell  the  furniture  lately  in  the  oie 
of  the  Senate,  which  shall  be  found  no  longer  useful, 
for  the  beat  price  that  can  be  obtained  for  it,  and  to 
pay  ihe  proceeds  into  the  contingent  fond. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 
The  Soiate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
mockms  of  the  8th  instant,  and  agreed  thereto,  as 
ioliows: 

tUmUved.  That  so  mtich  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre* 
ndeot  of  the  United  States  as  concerns  our  relations 
with  Spain,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreigii 
Belatioos. 

Rttolved^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre* 
mdent  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  finance,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance. 

Resoived,  7*hat  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  as  relates  to  manufactures, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Man- 
tt&ctures. 

Ruohed^  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
•ideBt  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  Tiolations  of 
oor  neutrality,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

R€9ohed^  That  so  mueh  of  tha  Message  of  the  Pre* 
adeni  of  the  United  Sutet  as  relates  to  the  designation 
ef  particular  ports  for  the  admiMion  of  foreign  abipa  of 
war  and  privateen,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Kaval  Affiiirs. 

Kesolrect,  That  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  Pre- 
cideat  of  the  United  Sutes  as  relates  to  commercial 
iDtarcoarse  between  the  United  Sutet  and  the  British 
poaseMsiops  in  the  West  Indies  and  in  North  America, 
\m  rciarred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  /bilowing  Message  vas  receired  from  the 
Prbsiobnt  op  the  United  States  : 
To  tkt  Senaie  and  Hmm  ef 

Mepreteniatm^  of  ihe  VmUdSkdea^ 
In  compliance  with  a  resolatioo  of  Congress  of  the 
S7th  March,  1818,  the  iournato,  AcU,  and  Proceed* 
ingSt  of  the  Convention  which  fiirmed  the  preaent 
Constitution  of  ihe  United  (kate«  hsa  I  een  puMished. 
Th«  rMoJution  directs  that  one  tbottsand  cofues  shook! 


be  printed,  of  which  one  copy  should  be  furnished  to 
each  member  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  and  the  real* 
due  to  be  subject  to  the  future  disposition  of  Congress. 
The  number  of  copies  sufficient  to  supply  the  mem* 
hers  of  the  late  Congress  having  been  reserved  for  that 
purpose,  the  remainder  are  now  deposited  at  the  De- 
partment of  State,  subject  to  the  order  of  Congress. 
The  documents  mentioned  in  the  resolution  of  the 
27th  March,  1818,  are  in  the  process  of  publication. 
JAMES  MOiMROE. 
DSCBXBBB  17,  1819. 

The  Message  was  read. 

THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  fron 
the  President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  ihe  Senate  and  House  of 

Rapresenialives  of  ihe  United  States : 

Some  doubt  being  entertained  respecting  the  tmt 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  act  of  the  last  session,  en* 
titled  *'An  act  in  addition  to  the  acts  prohibiting  the 
slave  trade/'  as  to  the  duties  of  the  agents  to  b«*  ap- 
pointed on  the  coast  of  Africa,  I  think  it  proper  to  state 
the  interpretation  which  has  been  given  of  the  act,  and 
the  measures  adopted  to  carry  it  into  effect,  that  Con* 
gress  may,  should  it  be  deemed  advisable,  amend  the 
same,  before  further  proceeding  is  had  under  it 

The  obligation  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  all  our 
armed  vessels  to  seize  and  bring  into  port  all  ships  or 
vessels  of  the  United  States,  wheresoever  fmnd,  having 
on  board  any  negro,  mulatto,  or  person  of  color,  in 
violation  of  former  arts  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  being  imperative,  was  executed  without  delay. 
No  seizures  have  yet  been  made,  but,  as  ihey  were 
contemplated  by  the  law,  and  might  he  presumed,  it 
seemed  proper  to  make  Ihe  nedessary  regulations,  ap* 
plioable  to  such  seizureit,  for  carrying  the  several  pro- 
visions of  the  act  into  effect 

'  It  is  enjoined  on  the  Executive  to  cause  all  negroesy 
muliittoes,  or  persons  of  color,  who  may  be  taken  un* 
der  the  act,  to  be  removed  to  Africa.  It  is  the  obvious 
import  of  the  law,  that  none  of  the  persons  thus  taken 
should  remain  within  the  United  States ;  and  no  plare, 
other  than  the  coast  of  Africa,  being  designated,  their 
removal  or  delivery,  whether  carried  from  the  United 
States,  or  landed  immediately  from  the  vessels  in  which 
they  were  taken,  was  Mipponed  to  be  confined  to  that 
coast  No  settlement  or  station  being  specified,  the 
whole  coast  was  thought  to  be  left  open  for  the  selec- 
tion of  a  proper  place  at  which  the  persons  thus  taken 
should  be  delivered.  The  Executive  is  authorized  to 
appoint  one  or  more  agents  residing  there,  to  receive 
such  persons;  and  one  hundred  thuUMand  dollars  aro 
appropriated  for  the  general  purposes  of  the  law. 

On  due  consideration  of  tlie  aeveral  sections  of  the 
act,  and  of  its  humane  policy,  it  waa  sup|K)sed  to  ha 
the  intention  of  Congress  that  all  the  persona  above 
described,  who  might  be  taken  under  it  and  landed  in 
Africa,  should  be.aided  in  their  return  to  iheb  former 
hemes,  or  in  their  estaMishment  at  or  near  the  place 
where  landed.  Some  ahelter  and  food  would  be  ne« 
ceaaary  for  them  ttiere,  as  soon  aa  lauded,  let  their  sub* 
•aqnent  disposition  be  what  it  might  Should  they  bo 
landed  without  each  proviaion  having  been  pravionslj 
made,  they  might  perish.  It  was  supposed,  by  the  an* 
thority  given  to  the  Executive  to  wppoiut  agenu  ro* 
siding  on  that  coast,  that  they  should  provide  aoch 
shelter  and  food,  and  perform  the  other  beneficent  and 
chariUble  offices  contemplated  by  the  act    The  ceasC 
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of  Africa  haTingr  been  fittle  explored,  end  no  penone 
rending  there  who  poiMwed  the  requisite  quelifice- 
tioiM  to  entitle  them  to  the  truet,  being  known  to  the 
BzeentiTe,  to  dodo  such  conid  it  be  committed^  It 
was  beliered  that  citiiens  odIj,  who  would  go  hence 
well  instructed  in  the  views  of  their  QoTemment,  and 
aealoQs  to  giro  them  effect,  would  be  competent  to  these 
duties,  and  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  law  to 
preclude  their  a^^intment.  It  was  odious  that  the 
longer  these  persons  should  be  detained  in  the  United 
States,  in  the  hands  of  the  marshal,  the  greater  would 
be  the  expense,  and  that  for  the  same  term  would  the 
main  purpose  of  the  law  be  suspended.  It  seemed, 
therefore,  to  be  incumbent  on  me  to  make  the  neces- 
msrj  arrangements  for  earrying  this  act  into  eflRrot  in 
Afinca,  in  tame  to  meet  the  delivery  of  anj  penons 
who  might  be  taken  by  the  public  vessels  and  landed 
there  under  it. 

On  this  view  of  the  policv  and  sanctions  of  the  law, 
it  haa  been  decided  to  send  a  public  ship  to  the  coast 
of  Africa,  with  two  such  agents,  who  will  take  with 
them  tools,  and  other  implements,  necessary  for  the 
purposes  above  mentionea.  To  each  of  these  agents 
a  small  salary  has  been  allowed — ^fifteen  hundred  dol* 
lars  to  the  principal  and  twelve  hundred  to  the  other. 
All  our  public  agents  on  the  coast  of  Africa  receive 
salaries  for  their  services,  and  it  was  understood  that 
none  of  our  eitizen%  possessing  the  requisite  qualifica- 
tions, would  accept  these  trusts,  by  which  they  would 
be  confined  to  parts  the  least  frequented  and  civilized, 
without  a  reasonable  compensation.  Such  allowance, 
therefore,  seemed  to  be  indispensable  to  the  execution 
of  the  act.  It  is  intended  also  to  subject  a  portion  of 
the  sum  appropriated,  to  the  order  of  the  principal 
agent,  for  tne  special  objects  above  stated,  amountmg 
in  the  whole,  including  the  salaries  of  the  agents  for 
one  year,  to  rather  less  than  one-third  of  the  appro- 
priation. Special .  instructions  will  be  given  to  these 
agents,  defining,  in  precise  terms,  their  duties,  in  re- 
gard to  the  persons  thus  delivered  to  them ;  the  dis- 
bursement of  the  money  by  the  principal  agent;  and 
his  accountabilitv  for  the  same.  They  will  also  have 
power  to  select  the  most  suitable  place,  on  the  coast 
of  Africa,  at  which  all  persons  who  may  be  taken 
under  this  act  shall  be  delivered  to  them,  with  an 
express  injunction  to  exercise  no  power  founded  on 
the  principle  of  colonization,  or  other  power  than  that 
of  performing  the  benevolent  offices  above  recited,  by 
the  permission  and  sanction  of  the  existing  Govern- 
ment under  which  they  may  establish  themselves. 
Orders  will  be  given  to  the  commander  of  the  public 
ship  in  which  they  will  sail,  to  cruise  along  the  coast, 
to  give  the  more  complete  effoct  to  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  act. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

DxckxBXB  17,  iai9. 

The  Message  was  read. 


Tuesday,  December  21. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Delafield,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  com- 
pensation for  certain  loan  office  eeraficales  held 
by  him,  as  stated  in  the  memorial;  -vdiich*  was 
read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  presented  the  petition  of  David 
Haynes  and  others,  of  Maasachus^ts,  praying  the 
establishment  of  a  certain  post  ront^  as  stated  in 


the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Josej^ 
Aborn,  surveyor  of  the  port  of  Pawtuxet.  within 
the  district  of  Providence,  in  the  State  ot  Rhode 
Island,  {ntiying  additional  compensation  for  his 
services ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referr^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
P.  Hooker^  of  the  State  of  New  York,  praying  in- 
demnification for  certain  property  captured  and 
condemned  by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  as  stated  m  tlie  petition :  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claim& 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for-  the  relief  of 
Samuel  Ward,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  rdief  of  Eii  Hart ;  and  the  blU  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eatoxi  presented  the .  petition  of  Thomas 
Hardeman,  of  Howard  county,  in  the  Missouri 
Territory,  praying  that  his  title  to  a  certain  tract 
of  hmd,  descriDed  in  the  petition,  may  be  perfected  j 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Caleb  B. 
Hall,  and  others,  of  Bucksport,  in  the  county  of 
Hancock,  Stete  of  Massachusetts,  and  also  the  pe- 
tition of  Jonathan  Stevens,  and  others,  of  Castiaci 
in  said  State^  pra3ring  that  the  sums  paid  by  them 
respectively  tor  certain  duties,  may  be  refunded : 
and  the  potions  were  severally  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rewhed,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  continu- 
ing in  force  the  act  entitled  <*  An  act  to  suspend,  for  a 
limited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  fiiilure 
in  completing  the  payments  thereon,"  until  the  3 1st 
of  March,  1822. 

Mr.  Macon  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Putney,  praying  rdief  in  consideration  of  his  sei^ 
vices  m  the  Revolutionary  war ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie 
motion  of  the  20th  instant,  for  instracting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  alterinfi^  the  laws  concerning  the  sale  of 
public  lands;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  20th  instant,  for  directing  the  sale  of 
the  furniture  lately  in  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Whereupon,  on  motion, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Baildiiu;s,  to  report  what  disposition 
ought  to  be  made  of  the  funiiture  latdy  in  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  and  now  not  in  use. 

The  bill  estaUishin^  a  circuit  court  within  and 
for  the  district  of  Mame,  was  read  a  second  time^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
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the  nudiase  of  a  eertain  number  of  comes  of  the 
Dedaratioii  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Bmns ;  and  the  two  first  bhmks  having  been  filled, 
the  first  with  "  200,"  and  the  second  with  "  nine," 
tke  lull  was  reported  to  the  House ;  and  ordered  to 
be  eogiofised,  and  read  a  third  time?" 

Tm  Soiate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Matthew  Barrow ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  r^x)rted  t9  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  16th 
instant,  who  woe  directed  to  ascertain  whether 
oonTenient  apartments  could  be  had  in  the  north 
wmg  of  the  Canitol^  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
coaunittees  and  oflocers  of  the  Senate;  and  the 
same  havingbeen  agreed  to,  it  was 

Remiiioed^  That  the  proper  officers,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possiUe,  cause  the  enumerated  eight  rooms 
to  be  labeled,  and  furnished  accordingly. 

Mr.  HdrteRj  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  ColomlHa,  pursuant  to  instructions,  reported 
a  fafll  nroriding  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the 
cotmty  of  Washington;  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whde,  and  no  amendment  hav- 
iag  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  ec^ossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Walkbr,  of  QecH^gia,  {nresented  the  petition 
of  R^)ecca  C.  Appling,  sister  and  legal  represen- 
tative of  the  late  Colonel  Daniel  Appling,  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  deceased,  praying  that 
pronsioa  may  be  made  by  law^  allowing  the  legal 
representative  of  Colonel  Apphng,  and  the  officers 
and  men  who  fought  under  him  in  the  battle  of 
Sandv  Creek^  the  amount  of  the  fnroperty  captured ; 
,  and  tne  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  John 
WilliawMon^  refHnesenting  that  he  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  war,  and  now  in  indigence,  and 
praying  a  pension^  or  some  other  relief,  in  consid- 
eration of  nis  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 


WsnNBsnAY,  December  22. 

William  R.  KinO)  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Lemslature  of  the  State  of  AlabamiL  produced  his 
ciwatialu,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Air.  Huhtkb  presented  the  petition  of  Walter 
Chaiutinft  torviving  partner  ot  the  house  of  Gtibbs 
and  Chanmng,  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  praying  restitution  of  a  certain  sum  jmid 
by  them  for  dutiea  on  a  <mantity  of  saltpetre,  im- 
ported in  the  ship  Mount  Hope,  on  the  3d  of  May, 
1803,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Finance. 

Bir.  0x18  presented  the  petition  of  James  War- 
ren, of  Plymouth,  Massa^usetts,  who  was  a  lieu- 
tenant of  marines  on  board  the^  frigate  Alliance, 
belonging  to,  and  in  the  service  of,  the  Vnited 
Statesi  commanded  by  Peter  Landais,  in  the  Rev- 
16th  Cost.  1st  Sb80.— 2 


olutionary  war,  praying  remuneration,  in  lieu  of  ^ 
prize  money,  for  his  shares  of  certain  ships  cap-' 
tured,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.        • 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel  G. 
Perkins,  and  others,  of  Massachusetts,  praying  re- 
dress for  an  outrage  committed  by  Henry  Chris- 
tophe,  in  seizing  and  confiscating  a  large  amount 
of  property  in  the  ports  of  the  Island  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, unaer  his  dominion,  by  his  decree  of  the 
3d  of  January,  1811,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississinpi,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  ot  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, praying  the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at  or  near  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river ;  and  also  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Green,  and  of  Jack- 
son county,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  represent- 
ing that  the  mouth  of  the  Pascagoiua  river  is  the 
most  suitable  place  for  a  port  of  entry  and  deliv- 
ery in  that  State,  and  praying  that  it  may  be 
designated  as  sucn  by  the  competent  authority ; 
and  the  memorial  and  petitions  were  severally  read* 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

Mr.  Sanporo  presented  the  memorial  of  Noah 
Brown,  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  owners  of  the 
private  armed  brig  Warrior^  praying  that  they  may 
be  indemnified  from  loss,  m  consequence  of  the 
malconduct  of  the  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
New  Yx)rk,  to  whom  had  been  paid,  by  the  order 
of  that  court,  the  proceeds  of  the  brig  Dundee, 
which  bri^  had  been  libelled  and  condemned  as 
lawful  prize,  as  stated  in  the  memorial;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  continuing  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
"  An  act  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale 
or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  completing  the 
payments  thereon,"  until  the  31st  of  March,  1822; 
and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the, relief  of  Eli  Hait  was  read  the 
second  time,  and '  considered  as  in  Conmiittee 
of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
niade,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ward;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made,  it  Mras  rq)orted  to  the  House,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  in 
the  county  of  Washington,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  postponed  until  Monday;  next. 

The  bill  autluMrizing  the  purchase  of  a  certain 
number  of  copies  of  the  Declaration  ^  Independ- 
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ence,  published  by  John  Binns,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Palmer  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  allowing  importations,  free  of  duly,  of  the 
raw  stone  from  which  oil-stones  are  manufactured,  into 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix,  reported  the 
same  without  amendment. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Logan,  it  was  ordered  that 
the  memorial  of  Matthew  Lyon,  of  Eddyville, 
Kentucky^  praying  compensation  for  certain  losses 
and  sufferings  under  the  act  commonly  called  the 
Sedition  Law,  presented  on  the  14th  instant,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  consider  and 
report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  proceed  to  ascertain 
the  classes  in  which  the  Senators  of  the  State  of 
Alabama  shall  be  inserted,  in  conformity  to  the 
resolution  of  the  14th  of  May,  1789,  and  as  the 
Constitution  requires, 

That  the  Secretary  put  into  the  ballot-box  three 
papers,  of  equal  size,  numbered  1,  2,  3;  each  Sen- 
ator shall  draw  out  one  paper;  the  Senator  who 
shall  draw  No.  1,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of 
Senators  whose  term  of  service  will  expire  on  the 
3d  of  March,  1821 ;  the  Senator  who  shall  draw 
No.  2,  shall  be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators 
whose  term  of  service  expires  on  the  3d  of  March. 
1823 ;  and  the  Senator  who  shall  draw  No.  3,  shall 
be  inserted  in  the  class  of  Senators  whose  term  of 
service  expires  on  the  3d  of  March,  1825. 

Whereupon,  the  numbers  above  mentioned  were, 
by  the  Secretary,  rolled  up  and  put  into  the  box ; 
when  Mr.  Kino  drew  No.  2,  and  is  accordingly  of  i 
the  class  of  Senators  whose  terms  of  service  will 
expire  on  the  3d  of  March,  1823 ;  and  Mr.  Walker 
drew  No.  3,  and  is  accordingly  of  the  class  of  Sen- 
ators whose  terms  of  service  will  expire  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1825. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  com- 
mittee to  whom  tne  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Clnims  he  in- 
•tructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providin^r 
bj  law  for  the  setthiment  of  the  cluim  of  Thomas 
Hunter. 


Thursday,  December  23. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  22d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Cofltmerce  and  Manufactures  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  importations,  free 
of  dtity,  of  the  raw  stone  from  which  oil-atones  are 


manufactured,  into  the  United  States,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  22d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of 
Thomas  Hunter;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Macon  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved t  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarj  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prescrib- 
ing by  law  the  mode  of  quartering  soldiers  during  war 
in  the  houses  of  citizens,  when  the  public  exigencies 
may  make  it  necessary,  and  the  mode  by  which  pri- 
vate property  may  be  taken  for  public  use ;  d«mgiiat- 
ing,  particularly,  by  whose  orders  property  ra«Y  be 
taken,  the  manner  of  ascertaioing  its  value*  and  th« 
mode  by  which  the  owner  shall  receive,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  the  just  compensation  for  the  same,  to 
which  he  is  entitled  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Re- 
becca C.  Appling,  were  discharged  from  the  fW-  * 
ther  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  bill  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Ward  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SANFORn  presented  the  petition  of  Vincent 
Grant,  praying  compensation  for  property  destroyed 
by  the  enemy,  duriiig  the  late  war  with  Ghreat 
Britain ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Darid 
Henlyj  late  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  praying  com- 
pensation for  a  number  of  arms  impressed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Cfom- 
mittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motioii 
for  consideration : 

Resohedy  That  the  Oemmittee  on  Fenaiailt  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  p4«omf  on 
the  pension  list  William  G.  Bervie,  Iftte  a  eetdnd 
lieutenmnt  in  the  corps  of  United  States  ra«fers. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  momiog. 


Monday,  December  37. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended and  took  the  Chair. 

Edward  Lloyd,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maryknd)  to  (Mm^aue 
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as  ittck  tD  the  fiuvd  day  of  Marck^  la^pvoineedl 
ys  ciedaiiuils,  waa  qiiaiiied.  aad  iietook  his  seat. 

Hbnkt  JoBNaoif,  ^m  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
attenAed  cluar  day. 

Tbe  SeiMOe  proceeded  to  oonsidev  tke  motion  of 
Aai^  iaaiant,  instractin;  ibe  Committee  on  the 
JMktary  to  inqatve  iat^  the  expe^eftcy  of  pre^ 
aor^biBf  bylaw  the' mode  of  njnaetoring  solmers 
during  war  in  the  houses  of  citiaeos ;  the  mode  by 
whieh  priTate  property  may  be  tahien  for  fRiblic 
muiy  and  by  whosa  ordecs  it' may  be  taken;  the 
■lannar  4xf  asoertatamff  its  valae,  and  the  mode  by 
idMgk>the  owner  shall  be  cOmpenwKed ;  and  agreed 


The  Senate  jn^oceeded  to  consider  the  motioii  of 
die23diB9tantyinstrueiCkig  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
dons  to  inqaiiae  into  the  elpediency  of  plaeiag 
WilMarm  G.  derris,  late  a  seomid  lieatenant  of 
nmgevs,  on  the  peosioft  list;  and  the  farther  con- 
siteation  th^eof  wai  postponed  until  to-morrow* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  the 
is<|ieeifd  bill  autbonzng  a  subscription  for  the 
eleventh  and  twelve  volumes  of  State  Papers;  amd 
Ike  Aittker  oeosideratiaB  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whoie,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  A.  Dix;  and  the  further  con&ideratbn 
tk^rttof  was  postponed  until  tonnoCTow, 

Mr*  WiLi.uiin,  of  Tennessee^  psesen ted  the  pe- 
tilkn  of  John  Wintonu  of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
alaling  that  he  is  lawmlly  entitled  to  two  traeU  oi 
hutd,  one  lying  m  Hamilton,  and  the  other  in 
jRLoaflie  county,  in  the  State  oi  Teaneeeee,  of  the 
nse-uid  eeoupancy  of  whidt  he  has^  been  deprived 
by  the  provisions  of  the  two  treaties  latelv  made 
with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  paying  relief,  for 
reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Sarah  F.  Chptard,  praying  to  bd  con- 
firmed in  her  claim  to  two  traqts  of  land  lying  ob 
the  Bayou  Sara,  near  Natchez ;  or  that  she  may 
ke^perxnitlcil  to  UM^ate  ^  same  quantitv  elsewhere, 
erf  a%nn1  quality,  for  reasons  stated  in  tne  petition ; 
iffhich.was  read,aj»4  relerred  to  the  Committee  on 
PuUie  Lands, 

Mr.  Moitftii4  presented  the  petition  of  Pkineas 
(Me,  td  tha  State  ef  New  HaBi|pshiire,  prayhM  a 
pe^eion,  inooasidafalaon  af-Rcvehntionary'Scm^ 


ani  saorifiees;  and  the  petition  wias  jead,  and 
red  to  the  Coamttee  on  Pensions* 

Mr.  MULunf  presented  the  petition  of  John  Catl- 
fMi  and  Blisha  Douglass,  pravinff  poieiens,  foft 
reasons' stated  hi  dtepetitimi ;  wnien  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rhoda  Crawford,  praying  to  be  permitted 
to  dMpge  het  entry  for  a  quarter  section  of  land  in 
the  Stitte  of  -Alabama,  for  reasons  stated  in  her 
petition ;  wMeh  was^ead,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
fli&ttee  on  PiiUic  Lands. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  (Hresenled  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Newton  and  others,  of  ike  city  of  Philadelphia, 
MttsiilaotQrers  of  corks,  ptaying  an  increase  of 
dkHy-on  imported  oorks,  for  veasons  stated  in  the 


petitioB ;  w^h  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  CoKt^ 
mittee  oa  Commerce  and  Manufaetiw es. 

Mx.  Otis  presented  the  memmal  of  a  number 
of  merohams  of  Boston,  nod  other  towns  in  tba 
State  of  Massaehuaetts,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
bankrupt  act,  for  reasons  stated  in  the  memorial ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  ow 
the  Judiciary* 

Mr.  SaiTB  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  Ift- 
oraham,  surviving  partner  oi  Nathaiuel  Incrahaia 
«  Son,  and  of  Robert  Hazlehurst  and  Willian 
Smith,  jun.,  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  praying  to  be  reletised  from  thepptymftnt 
of  a  certain  balance  due  the  United  States  by  the 
said  Nathaniel  Ingraham  ^  Son,  for  reasonaslated 
in  the  petition ;  li^ch  was  read,  ai^d  referred  ta 
the  Comnuittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Gaillabd  presented  the  pe^tion  of  Thomas 
Hightpwer,  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  the  injury  done  to  his  neero 
man  whilst  afibrding  aid  in  extricating  a  stalled 
wagon  laden  with  ordnance  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  Fall  of  1817,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  petition;  which  was  i?ead,  and  referred  to 
the  C<5mmittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  San  FORD  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
American  Society  of  the  city  of  New  York,  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures,  pray- 
ing that  the  credits  on  the  duties  accruing  on  im- 
ports may  be  abolished ;  that  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent 
may  be  imposed  upon  all  foreign  and  domestic 
goods  ^d  by  auction,  with  the  exception  of  fmor 
ug  stock  and  utensils,  ^oods  sold  under  execution 
or  oti^wise,  by  direction  of  courts  of  law ;  that 
the  imporlpJlion  of  cotton  goods  may  be  restricted 
to  such  as  have  been  manufactured  from  the  raw 
material  gsown  in  the  United  Suoes,  by  increasing 
the  dudes  on,  all  ootton  of  foreign  growth;  and 
that  Buek  alterations,  amendments,  and  merease  oi 
the  tariff  may  be  miHle,  as  in  the  wisdom  of  Con* 
gress  may  seem  meet;  and  the  memorial  was  read.% 
and  refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Conttneroe  ana 
Manufactures. 

On  mdtioA  by  Mr.  Robbbts,  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  oi  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Pb^- 
delphia,  presented  on  the  9tfa  instant,  was  refered 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Bur  RILL,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  subject,  reported  the  existin]^  rules  for  conduct- 
ing business  in  the  SenAte,  with  Alterations  and 
amendments,  wMch  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  fh>m  the  Committee  of  C^kims. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  reforied,  report^  a  bit 
for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowler,  winch  wa3 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  rc«ding. 


TuEBDAY,  December  28. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  ceitfideratito  oi  the 
motion  of  the  23d  instant,  instructing  the  Goea- 
mittee  on  Pensions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  William  G.  Servis  on  the  pension  hst,  and 
agreed  thereto.  ^  ^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Fowkr 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  ^ranoud^  •»  in  Gomnittee  of  the 
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Whde,  the  eonsideratioii  of  the  bill  deefaring  die 
consent  of  Coneress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  tiie  Union ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  to  Monday  next 

The  engrossed  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  for 
the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  John  A.  Dix,  and  no  amendment  having  been 
proposed,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Palmer  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Retohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Pott  Offices  and 
Post  Roadt  be  inatmcted  to  inquire  Into  the  expedi- 
•ncj  of  establishing  a  post  route  from  Montpelier  to 
DmnviUe,  in  the  State  of  Vermont. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Pott  Offices  and 
Pott  Roads  be  initructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  establishing  a  poet  route  fro^  Natchex,  in  the 
State  of  Miiaitsippl,  by  the  way  of  Franklin,  Monti- 
eello,  Covington  Courthouse,  and  Winchester,  to  St 
Stephens,  in  Alabama. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presioent  of  the  Uniteo  States  : 
To  theSenateand  House  of 

Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 

On  the  23d  of  Feb.rdary,  1803,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  transmitted  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress,  together  with  the  report  of 
the  then  Secretary  of  State,  Mr.  Madison,  upon  the 
case  of  the  Danish  brigantine  Henrick,  and  her  cargo, 
belonging  to  citizens  of  Hamburg,  recommending  the 
elaim  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  Congress.  In 
February,  1805,  it  was  again  presented,  by  a  Message 
from  the  Pi^sident,  to  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
bot  baa  not  since  been  definitively  acted  upon. 

The  Mimstar  resident  from  Denmark,  and  the  Con- 
snl  Genend  from  Hamburg^  having  recently  renewed 
applications  in  behalf  of  the  respective  owners  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo^  I  transmit  hefswith  copies  of  their 
QommuQications  lor  the  frirther  consideration  of  the 
Legislature ;  upon  whose  files  all  the  documents  re* 
lating  to  the  claim  are  still  existing. 

.  JAMES  MONROE. 

DXCEJCBBB  24,  1819. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations^ 
The  following  Messaae  was  also  received  from 

the  PRB0IDSNT  OF  TBB  MNITBn  STATES  : 

Tp  the  Senate  and  House  of 

RepresenUOmfes  of  the  United  States/ 
I  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Public  Buildings,  which,  with  the  accom- 
panying documents,  will  eihtbit  the  present  atate  of 
those  buildings,  and  the  expenditures  thereon,  during 
the  year  ending  the  dOth  of  September  hut 

JA.MES  MONROE. 
DacaitBia  S4, 1819. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
wete  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr;  RoBSRTs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 


to  wh<»n  was  referred  the  petkkm  of  Jasper'  Par- 
ri^,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Beiogamin  Put- 
ney, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolutio&^ 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  peti- 
tion.   Tae  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  SANFoan.from  the  Committee  on  Finane^ 
to  whom  the  sunject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Castine: 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  sec<ma 
reading. 

Mr.  DicKBBBON,  from  the  select  committee,  lo 
whom  was  referred  the  resolution  pn^posing  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  or  the  United 
States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  the 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  reported  it  without 
amendment 

Mr.  Logan  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That,  as  the  content  and  happiness  of 
the  people  cannot  be  expected,  under  eollinons,  and 
the  want  of  harmony  between  their  goTemments,that, 
therefore,  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
struoted  to  inquire  whether  provisions  may  net  be 
duly  made,  by  law,  for  the  removal,  from  any  State, 
of  the  branches  of  tho  Bank  of  the  United  Statee, 
upon  the  request  of  the  Legislature  of  such  Stale; 
except  during  those  periods  of  war,  when  the  pnUie 
good  and  the  exigencies  of  the  nation  shall  otherwise 
require. 

Resolved,  That  said  committee  be  also  instructed 
to  inquire,  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  Sutes  cannot  be  so  amended,  as  that  any  cit^ 
isen  of  the  United  States  may  obtain  information 
from  the  Bank,  or  its  branches,  of  the  amount  of  debts 
due,  or  which  shall  have  been  contracted  therein,  by 
any  person  or  persons  whatsoever,  either  as  principal 
or  endorser. 

And  that,  in  order  more  efl^ctnally  to  guard  against 
the  partiaOties  and  favoritism  into  whidi  institutions 
of  the  kind  are  so  prone  to  run,  and  to  prevent,  in 
some  degree,  aa  a  consequenee  thereof,  sacrifiese  of 
property,  and  the  seduction  of  civil  and  political  rights : 
Resolved,  That  the  said  oommtttee  be  Airther  ia* 
struetad  to  inqnire,  whether  prevision  cannot  be  r»g«- 
hffly  made  by  law,  for  requiring,  that,  from  and  aAsr 

the day  of ^  the  proper  officers  of  those 

banks  shall  certify  to  this  Government  the  names 
with  the  «Miii«  of  all  persons  and  firms  indebted  in 
their  respective  banks,  where  the  amount  shall  exceed 

the  sum  of  -^ dollars,  and  the  duration  of  thoae 

debts  shall  have  been  for  a  greater  length  of  time 
than . 

Mr.  MoRRiL  presented  the  petition  of  Josiah 
Ward,  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  myinf 
a  pension  for  Revolutionarv  services,  suid  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Gaillaru  presevited  the  petition  of  Archi- 
bald B.  Lord  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the  officers 
and  crew  of  the  United  States  cutler  Boxer,  pray- 
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iii|f  diat  cne-fonrth  of  the  proceeds  of  the  brig 
Duma,  and  her  cargo,  libelled  and  condemned  for 
a  Tiolation  of  the  non-intercourse  law,  may  be 
distributed  among  them ;  for  reasons  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  NaTal  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  Gaillard  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Jennings  O'Bannon,  of  South  Carolina,  praving 
refmbursement  of  certain  expenses  incurred  by 
Jiim^  in  defending  a  suit  wrongfully  instituted 
against  him  by  the  United  States;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  ELaton  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Brown,  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  stating  that  he 
purchase  in  Philadelphia  a  number  of  German 
redonptioners,  for  a  term  of  years ;  that,  in  the 
State  of  Ohio,  on  his  way  to  Tennessee^  he  was 
fordbly  dispo^essed  of  said  servants  and  himself 
imprisoned  oy  certain  individuals,  citizens  of  Ohio ; 
thoit  he  is  advised,  that  redress  for  such  injuries 
can  only  be  obtained  by  suits  at  law ;  and  believing 
the  jjrejudices  of  the  people  of  Ohio  have  been  so 
excited  against  him,  as  to  prevent  an  impartial 
administration  of  justice  in  that  State  in  his  case, 
he  prays  that  an  act  may  be  passed  by  Confess, 
changing  the  verme  to  Tennessee,  or  an  adjoming 
State;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  DicKEESON  presented  the  petition  of  Ann 
Vreeland  and  others,  surviving  executors  of  Nich- 
<das  Vreeland,  deceased,  pravinf  payment  for  a 
certificate  issued  in  1778,  to  the  deceased,  by  Ben- 
iamin  Thompson,  Commissioner  for  the  State  of 
New  Jersey,  for  two  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars 
and  sixty-six  cents,  bearing  interest  from  1st  Jan- 
nary  of  that  year,  which  was  accidentally  destroy- 
ed ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Otis  fnresented  the  memorial  of  the  mer- 
chants and  ship  owners  of  Boston,  praying  the 
adoption  of  measures  to  countervail  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  now  imposed  by  certain  foreign 
nations  on  American  shipping  and  their  cargoes ; 
and  the  memorial  was^  r^id,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

And  on  motion  the  Senate  then  adjourned. 


Webnesoay,  December  29. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  rq>ort 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mmt,  giving,  the  result  of 
sundry  essays  made  of  sevenu  species  of  foreign 
coins,  Blade  corrent  in  the  United  States,  by  an 
act  of  Congress ;  and  the  letter  and  report  were 
read. 

Mr.  BcREiLL  presented  the  memorial  of  the  cot- 
ton and  woollen  manufacturers  residing  in  Provi- 
dence and  its  vicinity,  praying  the  protection  of 
Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  CcMBmittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
repOTtof  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  thepe^on 
01  Jasper  Parrish,  and,  in'conformity  thereto,  the 
petitioner  had  leaje  to  withdnw  his  petition. 


Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown 
and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  res- 
olution, that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdmyr 
their  petition.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mf.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Rebecca  Hodg- 
son, made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resection, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petition.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Joshua 
Nevill,  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  praying  to 
be  discharged  from  the  payment  of  certain  bonds, 
given  for  duties,  as  stated  in  the  petition,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considerafion  of  the 
motion  of  the  28th  instant  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  post 
route  from  Montpelier  to  DanvUle,  in  the  State  of 
Vermont,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  38th  instant  for  instructing  the  same 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing a  i>08t  route  from  Natchez,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  by  the  way  of  Franklin,  Monticdlo, 
Covington  Courthouse,  and  Winchester,  to  St. 
Stephen's,  in  Alabama,  and  a^eed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have 
paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Cas- 
tine,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Sanforo  presented  a  statement  of  trade 
between  the  port  of  New  York  and  the  island  of 
Bermuda,  for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1819;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholcj  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  R^resentatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Little,  ^  Ca,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New 
York;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  William  McDonald,  administrator  of 
James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;"  in  which  bills  they 
reraest  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  two  bills  last  mentioned  were  read,  and  serv* 
erallv  passed  to  the  second  reading.* 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

MISSOURI  TBRRITORy. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Missouri  Territory,  praying  to  oe  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  separate  and  mdependent  State; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  feferred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
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Batdt  i^tke  O^M  SUxits, 


Dwotmwm%  ISIf. 


1>»  the  hoBorabk  the  etenaU  taid  Heme  of  Repmen- 
tilitef  of  the  Unite^  Stales  of  Ameriee  in  CoDfreM 
uMmbled :  The  aemorml  of  the  LegieletiiPe  CouncH 
end  Honse  of  Repreeentatavee  of  the  Territoty  of 
Mieeoori,  in  the  neme  end  behmlf  of  the  people  of 
said  Territory,  respectfully  showeth : 
That  their  i^erritory  contains  at  |Hresent  m  p^mla- 
tion  little  short  of  one  hundred  thonsand  seals,  whieh 
is  dai(y  iacreasinf  with  a  rapidity  ahnost  uaeiampled ; 
that  their  ^rritorial  limits  are  too  extensive  to.  admit 
of  a  conTenient,  pcoper,  and  equal  admin  titration  of 
GoTernoient ;  and  that  the  present  interest  and  ac- 
commodation, as  well  as  the  future  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  their  country,  will  be  greatly  promoted  by 
thefbllowing  diTision,  which  your  memorialists  propose, 
to  the  end  that  the  people  may  be  authorized  by  law 
to  form  a  constitution  and  establish  a  State  government 
within  tha  following  limits : 

Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
diannel  of  the  Mississippi  river,  at  the  thirty-sixth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  running  thence  in  a  direct 
liM  to  the  month  of  the  Big  Black  river,  (a  branch  of 
"White  river ;)  thence  up  the  main  branch  of  White 
river,  in  the  middle  of  the  main  channel  thereof;  to 
where  the  parallel  of  thirty^stx  degrees  thirty  minntes 
iiocth  latHade  crosKS  the  same;  ^nce,  with  that 
^tttallel  of  latitude,  due  weat,  to  a  point  from  whieh  a 
doe  narth  line  wiU  cross  the  Mtssoori  river  at  the 
month  of  Wolf  river ;  then^  due  north  to  a  point  due 
west  of  the  mouth  of  Rock  river;  thence  due  east  to 
the  middle  of  the  main  channel  of  the  river  Mississ- 
ippi, opposite  the  mouth  of  Rode  river;  and  thence 
down  the  river  Mississippi,  in  the  middle  of  the  main 
channel  thereof,  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

These  are  limits  to  which,  to  a  superficial  observer, 
gianciog  over  the  chart -of  our  country,  would  seem  a 
little  unreasonable  and  extravagant,  but  which  a  slight 
attention  to  ils  geography  (or  more  properly  to  its  to- 
pography) will  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  your  honorable 
body  are  not  only  proper,  but  necessary.  The  districts 
of  country  that  are  fertile  and  susceptible  of  settlement 
are  small,  tfnd  are  detached  and  separated  from  each 
other  at  great  distances  by  immense  plains  and  barren 
tracts,  which  must  for  ages  remain  waste  and  unin- 
habited. These  distant  ftontier  settlements,  thus  ia- 
anlatad,  must  ever  be  weak  and  powerieos  in  them- 
selves,; and  ean  only  become  important  and  respectable 
hy  behig  united ;  aad  one  of  the  great  objects  your 
BMnortalists  have  in  view  is  the  formstion  of  an  eoee- 
iaal  batrier  for  the  fature  against  Indian  incursisns, 
by  pushing  forward  and  festering  a  strong  settlament 
nn  the  little  river  Platte  to.  the  west*  and  on  the  Des 
Moines  to  tha  nofth. 

Your  memorialists  are  free  to  deelaia,aAd  are  happy 
in  dedariBg,  that  th^  do  nat  feel  the  necessity  of  en« 
forcing  their  wishes  by  an  elahocate  detail  of  the  Uee- 
aiag  of  self-government,  or  a  particular  enameration 
of  the  rights  and  immunities  guarantied  to  them  by  the 
treaty  of  cession^  Tour  memorialisU  feel  a  firm  con- 
fidence, founded  on  the  wise  and  generous  policy 
heretofore  pursued  by  your  honorable  body,  (and  to 
which  they  owe  their  existence  as  a  portion  of  the 
great  American  .fomify,)  that  they  need  only  pray  to 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  to  show  that  it  is 
B^tpnly  «« possible,"  but  convenient  and  proper,  (ac- 
•aiding  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  tvonstitotion,) 
:ta  have  their  prayer  answered. 

There  are  many  griavanees  of  whkh  your  memo- 
rialiats  might  comphan,  and  oomplain  haa^,  too,  and 


Biany  that  are  wtndk  mete  easily  fok  than  deacrihed; 
yet  most  of  Iham,  it  mvMt  he  eonfosaed,  are  insepaeahte 
iiom  the  form  of  goveriMaeat  under  which  thay  )iva, 
and  none  of  them  have  been  impoeed  thrangh  choaaa 
by  the  General  Government ;  and  your  memorialists 
can  feel  no  wish  or  motive  now  to  complain  of  oM 
grievances  they  have  long  borne  with  patiently ; 
cheered  with  the  hope  that  their  sufferings  must  soon 
have  an  end,  they  would  choose  rather  to  forget  them. 
There  are,  however,  rights,  privileges,  an^  immnnitiea 
belonging  to  dtixens  of  the  ITnitcd  States,  which  yonr 
memorialists  would  proudly  clahn,  to  which  they 
aspire,  and  with  which  they  pray  to  be  invested. 
These,  they  fondly  believe,  should  not,  and  wilt  not 
now,  be  regarded  by  your  honorable  body  as  mere 
matters  of  grace  Mid  favor. 

And  though  the  enclosed  doeamenta  are  not  ao  aai- 
isfactory  as  yonr  memortaKats  would  wish  to  have  for- 
warded, they  may  stiU  serve  to  show  you  that  tha  pop- 
ulation inckided  within  the  counties  of  Maw  Madrid, 
Lawrence,  St.  Genevieve.  Cape  Girardeau,  Washing- 
ton, St.  Louis, .  St.  Charles,  and  Howard,^ which  aie 
within  the  above  limits,)  is  more  than  equal  to  tha 
number  of  inhabitants  heretofore  required  by  the  laws 
and  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  ad- 
mission of  any   new^tate  into  the  Union  ;  and  that, 
whilst  every  thing  ib  hoped  for  from  the  spirit  of  a  gen- 
erous and  enlightened  policy,  much  might  have  been 
claimed  in  justice  on  the  faith  of  the  treaty  of  cession. 
DAVID  BARTON, 
Speaker  of  ike  Htmse  of  Repreaenfatitef. 
BENJAMIN  BMMONS, 
Praident  of  the  Legwlathe  C&uncU. 

St.  Lo>u<is,  November  21,  1818. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  orfginal. 

D.  BARTON,  Speaker, 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  reaolotion  submitted  y^t^day  by  Mr.  Lo- 
gan, respecting  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
was  taken  up. 

Mr.  LoQAN  obeerred  that  the  object  of  the  reso- 
Itttion  was  to  hring  before  the  Senate  the  consid- 
eration of  a  subject  of  great  importance  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States.  It  was  not  his  pur- 
pose now  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  prmei- 
pies  embraced  far  the  resolution,  hot  at  a  propar 
time  he  had  no  doubt  he  should  be  able  to  sustahi 
those  principlea.  He  presumed  the  Senate -was 
not  prepared  to  yield  tne  principle  that  one  body 
of  representatives  could  transfer  any  great  political 
rights  beyotid  the  power  of  their  successors  to  touch. 
In  rq^y  to  a  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sflrrra,  of  South 
Carolina,  thbt  the  inquiry  had  better  he  referred  to 
n  sdect  committee,  a]f>pointed  for  the  special  consid- 
eration <^  the  resolution,  Mr.  L.  said  the  reaolutidm 
involved  a  great  Constitutional  question,  and  thare- 
fore  he  had  thou^fht  the  Judiciary  Committee  ^e 
most  proper  for  it ;  but  assented  to  the  wish  to  hanre 
the  reference  made  to  a  select  committee,  whieh 
course  was  agreed  to. 

The  qoeition  beinsr  staited  on  agreeing  to  the  rtt- 
ohttion  as  thus  modmed — 

Mr.  RoBBftTs  remartod  that  hrwaa  aot  prepartd 
for  the  relbrenoe  of  thiB  inquiir  in  any  shape.  He 
knew  that  eourtesy  induced  toe  Senate  gencralfy 
to  assent  to  any  motion  fbr  inqoinr ;  bm,  in  tkis 
case,  he  qaestioned  if  it  w«s  not  or  a  MrtaiQ  ka- 
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in»|iflr  for  nsfimnAe.  It  ^frw  aa  iAqwy  to  9^t 
pi^exAy  ▼€8t«d  by  tke  UAi(«d  ^tates^  ami  the 
adfliptioikof  the  vevolatien  migbtt  justify  an  impres- 
mA  th^t^ys  body  eatertaiAed  the  opinioa  tluu  it 
oould  iiov  ebai^i^  the  oonilitioa  of  Uiat  propjerty. 
He  was  aot  prepared  at  presait  to  act  on  saeh  a 
prc^Kgiti»p,  and  moiFed  tbdtt  the  re^oUiXion.be  po^- 
poMd  to  Moikdiiiy  n«it. 

Mr.  Wu^mn  also  expressed  his  wish  that  the 
CMuidera^tkio  of  the  sul^t  should  bedefisrred.to 
the  day  proposed. 

The  motion  preyaiied,  without  a  division. 

The  PaE8iDJCiCT  comaKinicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  exhibiting  a  statement  of  mon- 
eys transferred  durin^^  the  recess  of  Congress,  by 
authority  of  the  Pr^sid^t  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  year  1819,  showing  also  their  application ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 


Th€R80ay,  December  30. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Benjamin  Putney;  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
tfaepetitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Toe  Benate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition 
of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Th«  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of 
I^ident  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  election  of  Representatiyes  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DiCKEasoM,  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  to,  ^nd  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for,  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
goods  imported  into  Castine,  and  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next 

Jifr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  a  number 
of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Mary- 
Land,  manufacturers  of  cotton  and  woollen  gooos, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  C.QoumtteQ.pn 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Si^Foan  prei^nied  the  memorial  of  Ebe- 
aezer  Stevens  and  others  psayiag  that  provision 
may  be  made  by  lawibr  tne  liquidatioti  and  aettle- 
ment  of  a  claim,  which  originated  in  two  contracts 
made  between  ICobert  Morris,  Esq,  Superintendent 
41  the  Finaaoe»  of  the  United  6«atee,>and  oertain 
persons,  associated  under  the  firm  of  Comfort  Sands 


\ix'^  \juivzu  k^wtics,  £u»9iau:u  ui  vuc  uiciiiuiicui  |^wui\;u 

was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  iTennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  considen^tion : 

JRi9oJkid,  That  the  Commklt*  on  PubUo  Lands  be 
instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedienpjr  of  sniborimg 


the  State  of  Tennetsee  to  dispose  of  the  VASStOt  land 
tooth  of  French  Broad  and  Holstein  rivsrs,  in  said 
State,  at  a  price  less  than  two  dollars  per  acre. 

The  bill,  entiUed  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam McDonald^  admiiMstrator  of  James  McDonald^ 
deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  Unit^ 
States^"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Lattle,  .^  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New  ■ 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred,  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufacturee* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix,  and 
the  fivther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
r€f)ort  of  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  and 
report  the  niles  for  conductmg  business  in  the  Sen- 
ate, and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief^ 
of  Christo|)her  Fowler;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
RoBJBRTs,  It  was  recommitted  to  the  Committiee 
of  Claims^  further  to  consider  and  report  thereQ^^ 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  January  3, 18S0. 

Richard  M.  Johnson,  appointed  a  Senator  hy 
the  I^egislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  to  sup- 
ply the  vacancy  occasioned  bv  the  resignation  of 
John  J.  Crittenden,  -produced  nis  credentials,  was 
qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Stokes  presented  the  petition  of  Edward 
B.  Dudley  and  John  M.  Van  Cle^,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  and  the  master  and  owner  of  the  brig 
Sally,  of  Wilmington,  North  Carolina,  praying 
relief  for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  laws  prohibit- 
ing the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the  Unjted 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Ruolvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  sul^ect- 
ing  the  cadets  in  the  United  States  Military  Academy 
at  West  Point,  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Hepresentatives 
informed  the  SeAate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  inak- 
ing  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of 
the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819;"  a  bill,  enti- 
tled ^^An  act  su{^ementary  to  the  act  entitlfd 
'  An  act  to  reeulate  and  fix  the  compensation  of 
the  clerks  in  the  dilTerent  ofi&ces,  passed  the  twen- 
tieth of  April,  1818  5"  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  mak- 
ing a  partial  8j)propriation  for  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1820;"  a  Ull>  enti- 
tled "An  act  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty 
land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to  her 
son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  as 
a  private  in  the  late  war;"  and,  iJsp,  a  resolution 
for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitutipn  of  the 
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United  States ;  in  which  hills  iind  resolution  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  four  hills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading.  " 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  in  additibn  to  the  act 
makinff  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States,  for  (he  year  1819,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  hill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
propriation for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consient,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  entitled  'An  act  to  reg[ulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  m  the  different  offices, 
passed  the  twentieth  of  April,  1818,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  allowing  Sarah  Allen 
the  bounty  land  and  pay  which  womd  have  been 
X  due  to  her  son  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his 
service  as  a  private  in  the  late  war,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Comnuttee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  on  the  petition 
of  Rebecca  Hodgson,  and,  in  conformity  thereto, 
thepetitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rderred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  aud  others, 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned untU  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  28xh.  ultimo,  respecting  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  and  the  Branches  thereof;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  30th  ultimo,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  "  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  authorizing  the  State  of  Tennessee 
to  dispose  of  the  vacant  land  south  of  French 
Broad  and  Holstein  Rivers,  in  said  State,  at  a 
price  less  than  two  dollars  pet  acre,"  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on  certain 
ffoods  imported  into  Castine ;  and,  no  amendment 
having  ueen  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  ttme?** 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  admission  of  tne  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 


Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  in  obedience  to  a  res- 
olution (k  the  Senate  of  the  8th  of  February,  1819, 
on  the  rules,  regulations,  and  tnstnictimis,  for  the 
naval  service,  prepared  and  reported  under  the  au- 
thority of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  7th  day  df 
February,  1816,  and  the  report  was  reid,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ann  Vredand, 
and  others,  surviving  executprs  of  Nicholas 'Vree- 
land.  deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representa- 
tives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased ;  and  the  re- 
port and  bill  were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

THE  SEDITION  LAW. 

Mr.  Logan  offered  a  resolution  to  request  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  any  evidence  in  the  Executive 
department  in  relation  to  judgments,  fines,  and 
payments,  under  the  act,  eiAitled  "An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,"  [commonly  called  the  sedition  law,]  and 
whether  in  any,  and  in  what  instance,  the  same 
have  been  remitted.  Mr.  L.  mentioned,  in  explan- 
ation of  his  motion,  that,  on  a  petition  now  before 
the  Committee  of  Claims  from  Matthew  Lyon,-  of 
Kentucky,  praying  to  be  reimbursed  the  amount 
of  a  fine  incurred  under  the  sedition  law,  some 
difficulty  existed  for  the  want  of  certain  facts  re- 
ferred to  in  the  petition,  and  it  was  to  obviate  this 
difficulty  that  he  desired  a  call  for  the  information 
from  the  Executive.  The  resolution  lies  on  the 
table  one  day  of  course. 

THE  RULES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  arrange  and 
report  the  rules  for  conaucting  business  m  die 
Senate ;  and  also  such  amendments  to  those  rules 
as  they  may  think  proper  to  be  adopted ;  and  the 
same  having  been  amended,  the  K)llowing  was 
agreed  to  as  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  and  also  the 
joint  rules^nd  orders  of  the  two  Houses : 

1.  The  President  having  taken  the  Chair,  and  a 
qaorum  being  present,  the  journal  of  the  preceding 
day  shall  be  read,  to  the  end  that  any  mistake  may  be 
corrected  that  shall  be, made  in  the  entries. 

3.  No  member  shall  speak  to  another,  or  otherwise 
interrupt  the  business  of  the  Senate,  or  read  any  news- 
paper, while  the  journals  or  public  papers  are  read- 
ing, or  when  any  member  is  peaking  in  any  debate. 

8.  Erery  member  when  he  speaks  shall  address  the 
Chair,  standing  in  his  place,  and  when  be  has  ilnislied 
shall  sit  down. 

4*  No  member  shall  speak  more  than  twice  in  any 
one  debate,  on  the  same  day,  without  leave  of  the 
Senate. 

6.  When  two  members  rise  at  the  same  time,  the 
President  shall  name  the  person  to  speak ;  but  in  ail 
cases  the  member  first  rising  shall  speak  first. 

6.  When  a  member  shall  be  called  to  order,  he  shall 
sit  down  until  the  President  shall  have  determined 
whether  he  is  in  order  or  not;  and  ever/"  question  of 
order  shall  be  decided  by  the  President  without  debate ; 
but  if  there  be  a  doubt  in  his  mind  he  may  call  for  the 
of  the  Senate. 
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7.  If  Hm  wmtmht  h9  oalM  to  order  fer  woirdt  spoken, 
the  eiceytionabte  worde  shall  imiaedifetely  be  tiken 
down  in  ivriliog*  that  the  Preeident  mej  be  better  en- 
aUed  to  jiidga  it  the  matter. 

8.  No  member  shaJL  absent  himself  from  the  serrice 
of  the  Senate  without  leare  of  the  Senate  first  ob- 
tained And  in  case  a  less  number  than  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  author- 
ised to  send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms/or  any  other  person 
or  persons  by  them  authorized^  ibr  any  or  all  absent 
members,  as  the  majority  of  such  members  present 
shall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent  members 
respeetiTely,  unless  such  excuse  for  non-attendance 
shidl  be  made  as  the  Senate,  when  a  quorum  is  con- 
vened, shall  judge  sufficient ;  and  in  that  case  the  ex- 
pense shall  he  paid  out  of  the  contingent  fund.  And 
thia  rale  shall  apply  as  well  to  the  first  convention  of 
the  Senate  at  the  legal  time  of  meeting,  as  to  each  day 
«f  the  session,  after  the  hour  has  arrived  to  which 
the  Senate  stood  adjourned. 

9.  No  motion  shall  be  debated  until  the  same  shall 
be  seconded. 

10.  When  a  motion  shall  be  made  and  seconded,  it 
shall  be  reduced  to  writing*  if  desired  by  the  President 
or  any  member,  delivered  in  at  the  table,  and  read,  be- 
fon  the  same  shall  be  debated. 

11.  When  a  question  is  under  debate,  no  motion 
shall  be  received  but  to  adjourn,  to  lie  on  the  table,  to 
pos^wne  indefinitely,  to  postpone  to  a  day  certain,  to 
commit;  or  to  amend;  which  several  motions  shall 
have  precedence  in  the  order  they  stand  arranged,  and 
^e  motion  for  adjournment  shall  always  be  in  order, 
and  be  decided  without  debate. 

13.  If  the  question  in  debate  contain  sev^al  points, 
any  member  may  have  the  same  divided. 

13.  In  filling  up  blanks,  the  largest  sum  and  longest 
time  shall  be  first  put. 

14.  When  the  resding  of  a  paper  is  called  for,  and 
the  same  is  objected  to  by  any  member,  it  shall  be 
determined  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate,  and  without 
debate. 

15.  The  unfimshed  business  in  which  the  Senate 
was  engaged  at  the  last  preceding  adjournment,  shall 
have  the  preference  in  the  orders  of  the  day,  and  no 
motion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received,  with- 
out special  leave  of  the  Senate,  until  the  former  isdis- 
poeedot 

16.  When  the  yeas  and  nays  shall  be  called  for  by 
one-fifth  of  the  members  |>resent,  each  member  called 
npon  shallt  unleas  for  special  reasons  he  be  excused  by 
the  Senate,  declare  openly,  and  without  debate,  his 
Msent  or  diasent  to  the  question.  In  taking  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  upon  the  oall  of  the  House,  the  names 
of  the  members  shall  be  taken  alphabetically. 

17.  On  a  motion  made  and  seconded  to  shut  the 
doors  of  the  Senate,  on  the  discussion  of  any  business 
which  mav,  in  the  opinion  of  a  member,  require  secrecy, 
the  President  shall  direet  the  gallery  to  be  cleared ;  and, 
daring  the  discussion  of  such  motion  the  doors  shall 
remain  ahat. 

18.  No  motisn  shall  be  deemed  in  order  to  admit 
any  parson  or  persons,  whatsoever,  within  the  doors  of 
the  Senate  Chamber,  to  present  any  petition,  memo- 
rial, or  address,  or  to  hear  any  such  read. 

1%.  When  a  qoestion  bar  been  once  made  and  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  in  order 
fiir  sjiy  member  of  the  majority  to  move  fi>r  tbe  recon- 
sideration  Aereof ;  bat  no  motion  ft»r  the  reconsidera- 
tioa  •f  wmj  vote  shall  be  in  order  aHar  a  MU,  reeala« 


tien,  message,  report,  amendment,  or  motion,  upon 
whieh  the  vote  was  taken,  shall  have  gone  out  of  the 
possession  of  the  Senate  announcing  their  decision  ; 
nor  shall  any  motion  for  reconsideration  be  in  order, 
unless  made  on  the  same  day  on  which  the  vote  was 
taken,  or  within  the  two  next  days  of  actual  session  of 
the  Senate  thereafter. 

20.  When  the  Senate  are  equally  divided,  the  Secre- 
tary shall  take  tbe  decision  of  the  President. 

21.  All  questions  shall  be  put  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate,  either  in  the  presence  or  absence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Senators  shall 
signify  their  assent  or  dissent,  by  answering,  vitm  voce, 
aye  or  no. 

22.  The  Vice  President,  or  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore,  shall  have  the  right  to  name  a  member  to 
perform  the  duties  of  the  Chair ;  but  such  a  substitu- 
tion shall  not  extend  beyond  an  adjournment 

23.  Before  any  petition  or  memorial,  addressed  to 
the  Senate,  shall  be  received  and  read  at  the  table, 
whether  the  same  shall  be  introduced  by  the  t*resident 
or  a  member,  a  brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  the 
petition  or  memorial  shall  verbally  be  made  by  the 
introducer. 

24.  Onoday's  notice,  at  least,  shall  be  given  of  an  in- 
tended motion  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  and  all  bills, 
after  the  first  reading,  shall  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

25.  Every  bill  shall  receive  three  readings  previous 
to  its  being  passed ;  and  the  President  shall  give  notice 
at  each,  whether  it  be  the  first,  second,  or  third ;  which 
readings  shall  be^on  three  difierent  days,  unless  the 
Senate  unanimously  dh'ectotherwise.  And  all  resolu- 
tions proposing  amendments  to  the  Constitution,  or  to 
which  the  apprebatiim  and  signature  of  the  Fi>esident 
may  be  requisite,  or  which  may  grant  money  out  of 
the  contingent,  or  any  other  ftind,  shall  be  treated,  in 
all  respects,  in  the  introduction  and  form  of  proceed- 
ings on  them,  in  the  Senate,  in  a  similar  manner  with 
biMs. 

26.  No  bdl  shall  be  committed  or  amended  until  it 
shtell  have  been  twice  read ;  after  which  it  may  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee. 

27.  All  bills  on  a  second  reading  shall  first  be  con- 
sidered by  the  Senate  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the 
Senate  were  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  before  they 
shall  be  taken  up  and  proceeded  on  by  the  Senate 
agreeably  to  the  rules,  unless  otherwise  ordered.  And 
when  the  Senate  shall  consider  a  treaty,  bill,  or  reso- 
lution, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, or  President  pro  tempore,  may  call  a  member  to 
fill  the  Chair,  during  the  time  the  Senate  shall  remain 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and  the  Chairman  so 
called  shall,  during  such  time,  have  the  powers  of  a 
President  pro  tempore. 

28.  The  final  question  upon  the  second  reading  of 
eveiy  bill,  resolution.  Constitutional  amendment,  or 
motion,  originating  in  the  Senate,  and  requiring  three 
readings  previons  to  being  passed,  shall  be,  **  Whether 
it  shall  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  ttme  V  And 
no  amenihnent  shall  be  received  for  discussion  at  the 
third  reading  of  any  bill,  resolution,  amendment^  or 
motion,  anlMs  by  onanimous  consent  of  the  members 
present;  hot  it  shall,  at  all  times,  be  in  order,  before 
the  final  passage  of  any  such  bill,  reeolntioii,  Constitli- 
tional  Amendment,  or  motion,  to  move  its  commit- 
ment, and  should  soch  commitment  take  place,  and 
any  aaiendment  be  reported  by  the  Committee,  the 
•aid  biU,l«iolirtita,  ConstHatlonal  uKendmeat,  or  mo- 
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tioo.  shall  be  agaia  read  a  jeeond  time,  aed  eoneidered 
aa-ia  CommiUee  of  the  Wh<»le»  and  thta  Ihe  afereifUd 
quectioa  ahall  be  again  put* 


29.  The  tiUea  of  bUla,  and  sneh  parte  thereof  eaJly  "  votee  ao  confirmed  ahall,  bj  ihe  H0iiaa»«r  a  cdi 


aa  ahall  be  afiected  by  proposed  ameiidoic&ta,  shall  be 
inserted  on  the  journals. 

30.  The  following  standing  committeea»  to  ooneist 
of  five  ijiembcrs  each,  slvall  be  appointed  at  ^e  com- 
mencement of  each  sesaioo,  witn  leave  to  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise : 

K  Committee  on  Foreign  Eelatiooa. 

A  Committee  on  Finanoe. 

A  Committee  on  ComoMroe  and  lianufaclnres. 

A  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs. 

A  Committee  on  the  Militia* 

A  Committee  on  Niuval  Afiaiia. 

A  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

A  Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

A  Committee  on  Pensions. 

A  Committee  on^  the  District  of  Columbia. 

A  Committee  of  three  members,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  audit  and  control  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
Senate. 

And  a  Conuaittee,  consisting  of  three  members, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  all  bills»  amend- 
ments, resolutions,  or  motions,  before  they  go  oat  of 
the  posaassion  of  the  Senate,  and  to  make  re^port  that 
they  are  correctly  engroased ;  which  report  iball  ^be 
entered  on  the  journal. 

dl«  All  committeea  ahaU  be  appointed  by  ballot, 
and  a  plurality  of  votes  shall  miake  a  choice.  But 
when  any  atibiect  or  matter  shall  have  beea  referred 
to, a  committee,  any  other  8ub|ect  or  matter  of  a  aim- 
ilar  natuie  may,  on  motion,  be  referred  to  attch  com- 
mittee. 

32.  When  nominations  shaU  be  made  in  writing 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  the  8enat«,  a 
future  day  shall  be  assigned,  unlesa  the  Senate  utaan- 
imously  direct  otherwise,  for  taking  them  into  eonaid- 
eration.  When  the  President  oi  the  United  SNttea 
shall  meet  the  Seaaie  in  the  Senate  ehamher,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  shall  have  aohair  on  the  floor, 
be  considered  as  the  head  of  the  Senate,  and  his  chair 
ahaJU  be  assigned  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  When  the  Senate  shall  be  cpnvened  hyiihe 
President  of  the  United  States  to  any  other  pUoe»  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Senators  tha\\  attend  at 
the  place  appointed.  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate 
shall  also  attend  to  take  the  zninateaof  Uie  Senate. 

88.  Whenever  a  treaty  shall  be  laid  before  the  Sto- 
ate  for  ratification,  it  shall  be  read  a  first  time  for  in- 
formation only,  when  no  motion  to  reject,  ratify,  or 
modify,  the  whole,  or  any  part,  ahall  be  receii^.  Ita 
aecend  reading  shall  be  for  censideralien ;  and,  on  a 
auhaeqttent  day,  whea  it  shall  be  taken  op,  as  in  Com- 
ntttee  of  the  Whole,  every  one  ahall  be  ftee  to 
move  a  quMon  on  any  particular  article,  in  thiaibrm : 
**  WiU  the  Senate  advise  and  coneent  to  the  ratificatuNi 
of  this  article  1"  or  to  propose  Amendmeota  thereto, 
either  by  inserting  or  by  leaving  ont  words :  in  which 
last  ease,  the  question  shall  be,  'H)ball  these  w«rds 
•tend  aa  part  «f  Ihe  artiele  V  and  in  every  of  the  aaid 
caaea,  the  ceacarrence  of  two-thirda  of  the  Senators 
preset  ahaU  be  i«9iiiaite  to  decide  afiirmaUvely .  And 
when  titfough  the  whole,  the  proceedings  shall  be 
•tilted  to  Ihe  Honae,  and  qveationB  abaU  ba  again  aaif*  i 


efiUy  pnt.ther»p»  (or  eeii8ttnalii»» or nanc  odw  . pro- 
^eaed,  reqniriDg.  in  like  manner,  a  oanenrBaace  «f 
tvo-ihirda,  for  whatever  is  retained  or  inserted ;  tlie 


tee  thereof,  be  reduced  into  the  ierm  tff  a  ratification^ 
i  with  or  without  modifications,  as  may  have  been  d«* 
i  cided,  a!Dd  shall  be  proposed  lui  a.  subsequent  day* 
I  when  every  one.  shall  again  be  free  to  move  amend- 
ments, either  by.  inserting  or  leaving  out  worda ;  ia 
which  lait  case,  the  question  shall  be,  ^  Shall  theaa 
words  stand  part  of  the  resolution !"    And,  in  bot|i 
cases,  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  ahall  be  requiaHa 
to  carry  the  affirmative,  as  well  aa,  en  the  final  quen- 
tion,  to  advise  and  consent  to  the  ratification  in  tl^ 
form  agreed  to* 

34.  When  an  amendment  to  he  proposed  to  live 
Constitution  is  under  consideration,  the  oonourrenqe 
of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present  shall  not  be  x«* 
quiaite  to  decide  any  question  for  amendments,  or  ej^- 
tending  to  the  merits,  being  short  of  the  final  quesUon. 

35.  When  any  question  may  have  been  decided  by 
the  Senate,  in  which  two-thirds  of  the  members  prea- 
ent  are  necessary  to  carry  the  affirmative,  any  mem- 
ber who  votea  on  that  side  which  prevailed  in  thn 
question  may  be  at  liberty  to  move  for  a  reconaidem* 
tion ;  and  a  motion  for  reconsidera^tion  tM^  be  de- 
cided by  a  minority  of  votes. 

36.  All  confidential  commiuucationa  made  by  tl\e 
President  of  the  United  StateAo  the  Senate  ahall  be 
by  the  members  thereof  kept  secret ;  and  all  treaties 
which  may  be  laid  before  the  Senate  shall  also  be  kept 
secret  until  the  Senate  shall,  by  their  resolution,  take 
off  the  injunction  of  secrecy. 

37.  All  information  or  remarks,  touching  or  con- 
cerning the  character  or  qualifications  of  any  peraeik 
nominated  by  the  President  to  office,  shall  be  kept 
secret. 

38.  When  acting  on  confidential  or  executive  boai- 
ness,  the  Senate  shall  be  cleared  of  all  persons,  except 
the  Secretary,  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  Doorkeeper, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

39.  Extracts  from  the  Executive  record  are  not  to 
be  furnished  but  by  special  order. 

40.  Every  vote  of  ^e  Senate  shall  be  entered  on 
the  journal,  and  a  bribf  st&tement  of  the  contents  of 
each  petition,  memorial,  or  paper,  presented  to  the 
Senate,  be  also  inserted  on  the  journal. 

41.  No  paper  or  document  ahall  be  printed  for  the 
nee  of  the  Senate,  without  epeeial  order,  except  re- 
ports of  eoromttteea  ef  the  Senate,  meaaages  fr<Nn  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  oommuntcationa 
from  the  heads  of  departmenta. 

42.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate^  when  Ibey  ahaU 
aet  in  tlieir  Executive  capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  sepa* 
rate  and  distinct  books. 

48.  The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  not  act- 
ing as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be  entered 
on  ^b»  journal  aa  concisely  as  possible,  care  being 
taken  to  detail  a  true  and  accurate  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings. 

44.  Messages  shall  be  sent  to  the  Uonae  of  Hepre- 
eentatives  by  the  Secretary,  who  shaU  previously  en- 
dorse the  final  determination  of  the  Senate  thereon. 

45.  Messengers  are  introduced  in  any  state  of  bttai- 
ness,  except  while  a  queation  ia  potting,  while  the 
yeas  and  na^s  are  calling,  or  while  the  ballots  are 
counting. 

Joint  Rulu  and  Order*  <^the  two  Houses, 
1.  Ineveiy  aMenf  an  amendmtat.of.nfaiU.affMad 
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to  IB  MM  fiowt,  Asd  >d»iiillfd  to  in  ^  other,  tf 
mAtr  HofOM  AM  nqmmi  ft  eoaferance  and  appoint « 
ConuBikteo  lor  that  parpoae,  and  tba  other  Homo  diall 
alio  appoint  a  ComoiHtee  to  coDfor>  such  Committaofl 
ahall,  at  a  conTanient  hour,  to  be  agreed  on  by  their 
Cbalwnan,  meet  in  the  conference  chamber,  and  state 
to  aadi  other  TerbaUy  or  in  writing,  as  either  shall 
dioofe,  the  reaaona  of  their  respective  Houses  for  and 
agaiast  the  amendment,  and  confer  freely  thereon. 

1  Wlien  a  meeaage  shall  be  sent  from  the  Senate 
toihe^  House  of  Representatives,  it  shall  be  announced 
ai  the  door  of  the  House  by  the  Doorkeeper,  and  shall 
be  Fepectfiilly  communicated  to  the  Chair,  by  the  j^er- 
son  by  whom  it  may  be  aent 

3.  The  same  ceremony  shall  be  observed  when  a 
meaaage  ahall  be  sent  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  Senate. 

4.  Mcaoagas  shall  be  sent  by  eueh  persons  as  a  sense 
af  prapiiety  in  each  Hooee  may  detormine  to  be  proper. 

5.  While  bilb  are  on  theor  passage  between  the 
two  Houses,  Hubj  shall  be  on  paper,  and  under  the 
ailgnaHiiii  el  the  Seereftary  or  Clerk,  of  each  House  re- 
qwetivefy. 

6b  AAer  a  bill  tball  have  passed  both  Htonaes,  it 
•haU  be  duly  enrolled  on  parchment,  by  the  Beewsuxy 
0t  the  deaato,  or  Clerk  of  the  Howe  of  Repfesenta- 
tivea^  as  the  bill  may  have  originated  in  the  one  or 
the  other  Honae,  before  it  shall  be  presented 'to  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes. 

7.  When  bills  are  enrolled,  they  shall  be  examined 
by  a  joint  committee  of  one  from  the  Senate,  and  two 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  appointed  aa  a 
standing  committee  for  that  purpose,  who  shall  care- 
£[il]y  compare  the  enrolment  with  the  engrossed  bills, 
as  psssea  in  the  two  Houses,  and,  correcting  any 
errors  that  may  be  discovered  in  the  enrolled  byiis 
make  their  report  fbrthwith  to  the  respective  Houses. 

8.  After  examination  and  report,  each  bill  shall  be 
sfigDod  in  the  respective  Houses,  first  by  the  Speaker 
oflhe  H#Qse  of  RepresentatiTM,  then  by  the  Presideot 
ef  the  Senate. 

9.  After  a  bill  sihall  have  been  thus  signed  in  each 
Hoose  it  shall  be  presented  by  the  said  eommitiee  to 
ttie  Prcsideat  of  the  United  Stotes,  fbr  his  anpioba- 
tton,  it  being  ftmt  Midorsed  on  the  back  of  the  roU, 
ear^l^ng  in  which  House  the  same  originaSod ; 
which  eiidoisemeBt  ahaU  be  aigned  by  the  Saeretai^ 
or  Clerk  (as  the  case  may  be)  <^  the  Ho^jose  in  which 
the  aaae  did  onginate»  and  ahail  be  entered  oa  the 
joomal  of  each  Honae.  The  said  committee  ahall  re- 
|«^  the  day  of  presentation  to  the  President,  which 
tae  shall  also  be  carefully  entered  on  the  journal  of 
each  Hoose. 

10.  All  orders,  resolutions,  and  votes,  which  are  to  be 
jpreoented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his 
approibation,  shall,  also,  in  the  same  manner,  be  pre- 
viously enrolled,  examined,  and  signed,  and  shall  be 
piesented  *m  ^e  same  manner,  and  by  the  same  com- 
mittee^ as  provided  in  cases  of  bills. 

1 1.  When  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
than  lodge  it  pioper  to  make  a  joint  address  to  the 
Prtsident,  it  shaD  eepresented  to  him  in  his  audienee 
chamber,  by  Iho  Piesvlent  of  the  Senate,  in  the  pres- 
Moce  of  the  Speaker  and  both  Hooees. 

13.  When  a  bill  or  lesohition,  whidi  shall  ham 
passed  in  one  House,  is  Tejaeted  in  the  other,  notice 
thefoof  is  given  to  the  Heuaa  in  which  the  same  may 


13.  When  a  bill  or  resolution,  which  has  been  pM* 


aed  in  one  Hoose,  is  rejeetod  in  thie  other,  it  is  nat 
brooghtin  doring  the  same  session,,  without  a  lotice 
of  ten  days,  and  leave  of  two-thirds  of  that  House 
in  which  it  ihall  be  renewed. 

14.  Each  House  transmite  to  the  other  all  papers  on 
which  any  bill  or  resolution  shall  be  founded. 

15.  After  each  House  shall  have  adhered  to  their 
disagreement,  a  bill  or  resolution  is  lost. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Burrill, 

Ordered^  That  they  be  printed,  together  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  Statiss,  and  five  hun- 
dred additional  copies  theceof,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

STATE  OP  MAINE. 

The '  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  declsurinff  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  Barbour  observed  that  this  bill  involred 
considerations  of  great  moment ;  tliat  it  eml»raeed 
provisions  on  which  there  were  conflicting  opin- 
ions, though  no  objection  whatever  was  enter- 
tained to  the  main  object  of  Ac  bill,  of  which  in- 
deed he  was  warmly  in  favor.  For  this  and  other 
reasons,  which  Mr.  B.  afterwai^ds  submitted  at 
large,  he  wished  the  bill  tb  go  back  to  the  Com- 
mittee, in  hopes  that  thev  might  so  shape  it  as  to 
obviate  the  difficulties  alluded  to,  and  unite  the 
voice  of  the  Senate  in  its  favor.  Mr.  B.  con- 
cluded his  remarlrs  by  moving  that  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  postponed  to  Wednesday ; 
when,  if  his  present  motion  succeeded,  he  should 
offer  me  following  motion : 

<*That  the  bill  entitled  a  bill  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,  be  committed  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to 
authoriae  the  people  of  Mieaouri  to  establisli^  a  State 
government  and  to  admit  such  State  into  the  Unioa 
i^on  an  eqnal  looting  with  Ihe  original  States  in  all 
respects  whatever." 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  opposed  at  consid- 
erable lengdi  by  Messrs.  Mellbn,  Opib,  and  Bur- 
rill, successively,  on  the  ground  of  the  impro- 
priety of  delaying  the  bill,  and  also  as  taken  in 
connexion  with  the  motion  of  which  Mr.  Bar- 
bour had  given  notice.  The  inexpediency  of 
coupling  the  two  subjects  together  m  one  ml; 
and,  incidentallv,  ^  ijuestion  connected  with  the 
Missouri  bill  of  certam  restrirtions,  &c.,  entered 
into  the  debate. 

Mr.  Barbour  replied,  and  entered  at  large  into 
the  merits  and  the  defence  of  the  proposition  which 
he  had  disclosed  his  intention  of  oiSering,  and  into 
the  question  which  grew  out  df  it,  touching  the 
right  of  imposing  conditions  upon  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  &c. 

The  motion  strictly  hefbre  ^  B^iate  being 
simply  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
WcJinesday,  it  was  assented  to  generadly  by  th^ee 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  object  of  the  post- 
ponement, and  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 


TuEfiDAY,  January  4. 
WiLLLAM  PiNKNEY,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
LcgMlatqve  of  thia  State  of  Marykikd,  in  pJ«oe  of 
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Proceedings, 
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Alexander  C.  Hanson,  d«;eaBed,  produced  his  ere-  { 
dentials,  was  qualified,  and  he  took  his  seat  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  wnom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  jfor  the  year  1820,"  reported  the  same,  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  SANPoan,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joshua  Ne- 
fiU,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Conunittee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  desigpation  of  particular 
ports  for  the  admission  of  foreign  ships  of  war  and 
privateers,  were  discharged  from  the  Airther  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  same  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Roberts  present^  the  petition  of  Edward 
Barry,  sailing  master,  and  George  Hodge,  boat- 
swain^ in  the  navy  yard  of  the  United  States,  at 
Washington,  praymg  remuneration  for  the  loss  of 
househom  furniture,  books,  and  instruments  of 
navigation,  destroyed  by  the  fire  on  the  24th  of 
Auffust,  1814,  as  stated  m  the  petition ;  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Tne  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,"  was  read  twice  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  piemorial  of  Robert 
Hart  and  others^  captains  of  American  vessels 
Iving  in  the  port  of  New  Orleans,  complaining  of 
tne  great  dimerence  of  duty  in  France  paid  by 
American  and  French  vessels,  rqMesentmg  the 
great  evils  arising  therefrom,  and  praying  mief ; 
and  the  memoriS  ws^  read,  and  referr^  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  of  the 
State  of  Louisiana,  praying  the  confirmation  of 
their  title  to  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  said  State ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Rosalie  P. 
Deslonde,  the  petition  of  J.  Pellet,  the  petition  of 
Joseph  Lefevre,  the  petition  of  Barthelemy  Du- 
yer^e,  the  petition  ot  Francis  B.  Languille,  the 
petition  of  John  Rodr^uez,  the  petition  of  Joseph 
McNeiL  the  petition  of  Lewis  H.  Querlin,  the  pe- 
tition ot  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde,  the  petition 
of  Alexander  Milne,  the  petition  of  Solomon  Pro- 
vost, the  petition  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion,  and 
the  petition  of  Noel  Destrahan,  for  and  in  behalf 
of  the  heirs  of  £.  Macarty,  of  the  State  of  Xiouisi- 
ana,  praying  remuneration  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  by 
invasion  of  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  several  pe- 
titions ;  which  were  readj  and  respectively  referred 
to  die  Committee  of  C^ums. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 


Chapman,^ollector  of  the  customs  for  Georgeto-wn 
district,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  praf  in^ 
the  restoration  of  a  certain  sum  of  monev^  as  hfe 
proportion  of  the  cargo  of  the  brig  I>iana,  a 
Swedish  vessel,  forfeited  for  a  violation  of  the  reT- 
enue  laws,  as  stated  in  the  petition.;  which  "was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Cfommittee  on  Naval 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  establishing  a 
circmt  court  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine, 
repcM'ted  the  same  without  amendment. 
.  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
NichoUs,  praying  indemnity  for  certain  wagons 
and  horses  lost  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Conimittee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Eaton  also  presented  the  petition  of  Robert 
Purdy,  late  colond  in  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  praying  remuneration  for  certain 
expenditures  incurred  by  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duties  in  endeavoring  to  enforce  his  order 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors 
within  the  limits  of  his  encampment,  as  stated  in 
the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TicHENOR  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut, 
praying  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcv  through- 
out the  United  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  locating  an  additional  land  office  at  Browns- 
town,  in  the  county  of  Jackson,  in  said  State  :aaid 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  PuUic  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2d  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  subjecting  the  cadets  in  the  United 
States  Militarv  Academy  at  West  Point  to  the 
rules  and  articles  of  war,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  3d  instant,  for  requesting  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  any  evidence  in  the  Executive 
Department  in  relation  to  judgments,  fines,  and 
payments,  under  the  act,  entitled  **  An  act  for  the 
punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States ;"  and  whether,  in  any,  and  in  what,  in- 
stances the  same  have  been  remitted ;  and  agreed 
thereta 

Mr.  Dickebson's  resolution,  proposing  an 
amaidment  to  the  Constitutioii  of  the  United 
States,  wa?  further  postponed  to  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  third  reading  of  €tLt 
engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  Dix ;  uid 
the  biH  was  passed. 
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Bank  of  the  Vniied  States. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  re- 
preBOitauves  of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  fix  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into 
Castm^  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HoaaET  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Columbia  Institute,  praying  the  grant  of  a  nart  of 
tlbe  pi^c  reservation  of  groima  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  for  purposes  connected  with  the  said 
iosdCution ;  and  the  memorial  was  read  and  re- 
ierred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. 

Ordendj  That  a  member  be  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  place  of 
Mr.  Otis  excuaed. 

And  Mr.  Llotd  was  appointed. . 

Ordendy  That  a  member  he  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  in  place  of  Mr.  Otis  ex- 
cnaed. 

And  Mr.  Pinkmet  was  appointed. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lsakb,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  a  Committee  on  In- 
diaa  AAiir^  pursuant  to  the  rule  adopted  yester- 
day; and  Messn.  Leake,  Kino,  Johnsom,  of  Ken- 
tucky, JoHNBON,  of  Louisiana,  and  Lowrie,  were 
«|ipomted  to  compose  the  committee. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded,  according  to  the 
arder  of  the  day,  to  consider  the  following  resolu- 
tions, subnitted  on  the  28th  of  December  •  by  Mr. 
LooAH ,  of  Kentncky : 

1.  Rewohfedf  That,  tt  tbs  oontent  and  happiness  of 
the  people  cannot  be  expected  under  eollisions  and 
the  want  of  harmony  between  their  governments,  that 
Ibopflbre  the  Committee  on  the  indiciary  be  instmeted 
t»  isqoire  whether  proriaioii  may  not  be  daly  made  by 
law  for  the  reaoTal  from  any  State  of  the  branches  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stales,  upon  the  request  of 
the  Lcgisiatare  oi  each  State ;  except*  daring  those 
periods  of  war,  when  the  public  good  and  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  nation  shall  otherwise  require. 

3.  Remdvtdt  That  said  cpmmittee  be  also  instructed 
to  inqoire  whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  cannot  be  so  amended,  as  that  any  citi- 
xen  of  the  United  States  may  obtain  information  from 
the  bank  or  its  branches  of  the  amoant  of  debts  due, 
or  which  shall  hare  been  contracted  therein,  by  any 
person  or  penons  whatsoever,  either  as  principal  or 
endorser. 

And  that,  in  order  more  effectnally  to  guard  against 
dM  pai6alities  and  fiiToritism  into  which  institutions 
of  us  kind  are  so  prone  to  run,  and  to  prevent,  in 
•one  degree,  as  a  consequence  thereof,  sacriiioes  of 
property,  and  the  seduction  of  civil  and  political 
rights — 

8.  Bemtktdy  That  the  said  committee  be  farther  in* 
straeted  lo  iaqake  whether  proviaion  cannot  be  regu- 
larly made  by  law  for  lequiring  that,  from  and  after 

the day  of  — i  the  proper  officera  of  those  banks 

shall  certify  to  this  Government  the  names^  with  the 
soma,  of  all  persons  and  firms,  indebted  in  their  re- 
spective banks,  where  the  amoant  shall  exceed  the 

sum  of  $ ^  and  the  duration  of  those  debts  shall 

have  been  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than . 

The  resolutions  having  been  read — 


Mr.  Logan  said  he  rose  to  dischaiige,  according 
to  the  best  of  his  powers,  an  important  and  highly 
responsible  duty.  It  would  be  perceived,  he  saio, 
that  the  resolutions  under  consideration  had  in 
view  three  distinct  objects : 

1.  As  regards  the  harmony  of  these  united  gov* 
ernments  and  the  peace  and  content  of  the  people. 

2.  As  regards  the  paiHalUies  and  abuses  into 
which  banuxig  institutions  are  but  too  prone  to 
run,  in  violation  of  the  avowed  object  and  of  that 
pUUical  spirit  which  bring  them  into  existence. 

3.  As  respects  their  agency  in  furthering  impo- 
sition upon  an  unwary  and  unsuspscting  people,  by 
affording  too  often  the  apparent  evidence  of  wealtn 
and  abiuty,  where  in  i&ct  it  may  not  exist  j  and 
locking  up  the  truth  as  a  secret  too  sacred  to  be 
told. 

At  the  threshold  of  this  discussion,  permit  me, 
said  Mr.  L.,  to  assume  as  an  axiom  in  jpolitics. 
that  no  legifiiative  act  is  sound  and  well  founded 
having  the  tendency  to  increase  the  ine(](uality  in 
die  wealth  of  society,  and  as  a  conseouence  to  wi- 
den the  grades  of  social  intercourse,  beyond  what 
is  produced  by  the  different  degrees  oif  industry, 
economy,  enterprise,  and  good  fortune;  unle^ 
indeed,  it  be  necessary  for  {Hiblic  purposes  ana 
ffeneral  utility.  That  such  is  the  tendency  of 
banking  corporations,  continued  Mr.  L.,  seems 
clearly  deducible  from  this  frict :  that  they  not  only 
confer  the  privilege  of  making  money  out  of  mo- 
ney, agreeably  to  some  fixed  standard  regulatin|r 
the  rate  of  interest — a  privilege  ocmmion  to  aU 
society — but  they  also  possess  the  faculty,  derived 
from  the  aid  ana  sanctity  of  law,  of  making  mo- 
ney upon  their  credit ;  so  that  the  result  might  be 
the  same,  both  as  regards  the  coomiuntty  and  the 
coq[>oration,  whether  you  permit  director  double 
interest  on  their  capital  employed,  or  legal  and 
usual  interest  only,  but  with  as  much  more  on  the 
emission  of  credit :  as  the  gain  would  be  to  the 
on&  so  would  be  the  loss  to  the  other ;  except  only, 
so  far  as  the  public  should  urofit  ther^rom,  tnroiwh 
a  well-regulated  ^irit  of  enterprise  and  usetul 
improvement,  by  &  just  and  reasonable  distribjation 
of  tb^  means  in  various  sections  of  the  nation. 

Sir,  the  proposition,  in  its  plain  and  undisguised 
form,  to  give  to  any  set  of  men  the  privileoe,  by 
law,  of  taking  a  higher  interest  for  the  use  of  their 
money  than  is  generally  pennitled^  would,  I  ap- 
prehend, find  bpt  few  aavocates  among  the  repre- 
sentatives of  a  free  people.  If,  therefore,  auoh 
would  be  the  probable  enect  of  any  institution  of 
the  Qovemment.  we  ought  certainly  to  look  for 
reasons  of  a  puolic  nature  to  iustify  the  policy. 
Hece,  (pardon  the  inquiry,)  did  you,  sir,  or  did 
any  member  of  this  national  assemMage,  ever 
vote  for  the  establishment  of  such  a  cornorationy 
but  from  an  understanding  of  an  impiMd  promise 
and  undertaking  on  their  part,  that  they  wotdd 
promote  the  general  convemence  and  pubhc  good  ? 
In  other  contracts  and  treaties,  however  solemn 
and  sacred,  to  disregard  the  intended  object  and 
violate  an  essential  duty,  presented  a  pioper  ease 
for  redress  b^re  someof  the  regular  funeUonaries 
of  the  Qovemment.  But  where,  sir^  is  the  cancel- 
Ung  power,  it,  instead  of  doing  gfood,  the  bank  shall 
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meio  it  his^  the  capacitf  to  do  good,  it  kas  the  pcnr- 
8r4e  da  eirM.  Does  it  bebng  to  the  ju^iaiy  to 
oorreet  th«ir  abosoft?  Thcv  hare  as  littie  to  do 
with  public  matters  of  politieal  ooc&izance,  as  you 
have  to  do  with  those  of  judiciid  oonoeni.  Let 
ushecartlbl  to  keep  separate  the  l^jgfidbtiTeNeor- 
meting  powei  of  the  Qoverament,  irmn  that  prop- 
erly bSongiiig  to  the  judiciary.  But  whilst  we 
c^gard,  most  saevedly  regard,  that  of  tli«  judioiary, 
not  to  be  consiraed  out  of  the  poktieal  rights  of 
tbeMitioQ. 

Sir,  it  is  Bot  ev«ry  interest  dertTable  from  law 
whidk  can  bid  defiance  to  Ugtslatiice  piovi3ion  and 
control.  Were  this  the  oaee,  how  soon  mi^t  the 
reoreB«nits«iTei  of  diis  day  rendei^fiitore  tegtslatten 
a  bubble,  and  close  forever  the  scene  to  ameod* 
mcnt  and  imfvoTeecient,  according  as  experience 
and  eii^pedienoy  might  auggeet.  There  is  no  law 
kit  is  intended  to  confer  an  mteiest  of  some  kind. 
But  the  question  is,  whMherthat  interest  will  give 
soeh  a  right,. as  may  be  asserted  in  q)positi)Ni  to 
tiM  regular  revising  power  of  the  legislative  4o- 

Si^nent  o#  the  Qovemnent  ?  Can  it  be  severed 
no.  and  transferred  forever  from  that  einer-exist* 
mf  soverei^y  of  legislation,  and  converted  into 
Mvate  ri^,  so  as  to  be-beyond  the  reach  of  l^i^ 
klive  touch,  and  the^eontrol  of  eanpodiency  ?  The 
grant  of  the  nation's  lands,  thongk  for  a  dollar,  if 
oMiutgliBd  with  fraud,  passes  the  right,  and  the 
9WBtee  witt  hold.  Not  so  of  civil  ri^te--4faey 
attt  ittaUenable^-so  connected  with,  and  insepar^ 
ably  interwoven  in  the  body  politic,  that  the  root 
cannot  be  Rgularly  eradicated.  The  Government 
may  hold  ibrth  her  favors  and  privileges,  but  there 
ia^still  an  existing  power  to  watch  overiiAd  cot- 
rect,  from  time-  to  titne,  all  political  excess.  And 
hence  I  infer,  said  Mr.  L.,  »at  the  smallest  cMl 
right  cannot  be  forever  transferred,  or  even  for 
twenty  years,  althoiwh  it  shnll>  be  for  a  bMUBy  if 
the  pnlMic  good  shall  otiierwise  require.  Nor  is 
ifae^common  seme  of  nay  cowntrymen  d^uded  by 
this  goodly  boon.  They  are  aifare' of  the  ultimate 
souree  f«om  wtoice  it  comes;  that,  for  tkie  privi^ 
lege  of  checking  on  tiiem,  the  coiporation  consents 
tO'jMry  back  a  part 

.  Bot,  Mr.  President^  I  wonld  not  be  understood 
as  intending  or  wishmg,  under  the  existing  state 
oCtbii^  to  nrostiAle  every  insdtntion  of  the  land. 
Ott)^  admit  ttie  pow«r-*4he  Gonstitntional  rights 
to  wntch  over  and  restrain  abiats.  and  th«:i  act-on 
tspetiency.  Keep  unobstructed  l»eaoMiii#o/%A% 
that  the  operations  of  that  hidden  body  may  be 
seen  and  understood,  to  this  great  •sentinel  of  pnb- 
Ko  liberty  and  public  justice.  SulTer  this  Gk>wn- 
nwDt  not  to  Ibrget  that  she  must  stand  sponsor  te 
Uie^Mdr  of  ochsK  over  wh^mi  tkt  may  watch— 
who«n  she  has  been  instrmnental  in  bringing  into 
peiitieai  existence,  and  whose  transactions  may  be 
of  v&jU  iamitance  to  the  great  body  of  society. 

dir,  is  there  aiiy  thing  unreasonable  in  this  re* 
^pMst?  k  it  incompatible  with  the  interest  and 
popoees  of  that  insutution  ?  I  hope  not  B«rt  if 
It  be,  then  I  am  Iree  to  acknowledge  that  my  so- 
Udtude  increases  to  understand  its  operation,  and 
to  know  its  porpotee.    And  if  it  is  not  ineompat* 


ible,  why  this  relnotance  and  partinaeious  reAisal  ? 
Why  not  grant  this  reasonu^  courtesy  to  the 
same  body  who  gave  it  existence,  when,  by  so  do-  • 
ing,  you  may  essentialhr  contribute  to  the  repose 
of  puUic  amrehensian  Y  Is  it  because  efvery  ithii^ 


is  so  certunly  right,  that  it  would  be  only  gmtl^ 
ing  idle  curiosi^ ;  oi^is  it  because*  we  ftar  liifht 
and  knowliedge  on  the  snbject? 


I  hope,  Mr,  said  Mr.  L.,  ^at  wt  are  not  disposed 
totoacn,  rashly  and  prematijoely,  the  solemn  acts 
of  this  Govermnent;  that  we  wiU  regard  ptfblie 
fyth  with  a  tender  eye,  as  oomwoted  with  tke 
character  and  honor  of  the  nation.  This  b  en- 
joined, because  it  is  a  doty  to  retain  the  c(»ifideBce 
and  aibctions  of  every  portion  of  your  people :  for, 
on  that  confidence  and  love,  the  energiios  of  thb 
nation  esisentially  depend;  and  by«  dueregaird  to 
the  interest  of  ail,  as  far  as  can  be  done  ccmist- 
enthr  with  higher  doties,  we  shall  not  ottly  hmve 
performed  a  moral^but  hAve  discharged,  moreover, 
a  political  duty.  B«t,  sir^  there  is  a  point  beyona 
which  that  duity  will  cease^  and' give  plaee  to  niose 
ai  paramount  obligation.  The  same  reason  otfli 
applies,  and  eoimnands  that  it  should  be  so. '  Tte 
interest  becomes  advene,  and  the  private  mmt 
yield  to  general  convan^iee  and  ntihty.  The  tot 
and  highest  doty  of  the  statesman  is  to  take  ea«e 
of  the  publiQ  safety-H>f  her  peace  and  her  happi- 
ness. To  do  this,  we  may  be  imavoidably  drawn 
into  an  unpleasant  examination  of  events,  and  to 
trace  them  hack  to  painful  causes.  And  whikt  I 
admit  the  correctness  <^  the  remark,  that  we  are 
sometimes  the  subj^ts  of  groundless  af^rehension^ 
it  ought  also  to  be  conceded  that  its  opposing  char- 
acter is  deHusivehope  and  trusting  chance 

Mr«  President,  to  cherish  a  im^  of  feeling  and 
friendly  understandmg  between  our  govemmenis, 
is^as  fAaUp  impc^tant  to  the  content  and  rwose  of 
the  Republic,  as  to  nurse  with  care  the  ^endes  lijg- 
amenis  whicn  connect  the  head  and  odier  indis- 
pensable members  of  our  system,  is  there  any 
thing  that  you  and  this  Hou^  would  tiot  do  to 
remove  every  cause  of  ^tate  inquietude  and  dis^ 
trusty  which* the  welfare  of  the  nation  does  not 
prohibit?  Does  good  policy  forbid  your  touching 
(his  subject?  In  what  respec^  ^will  it,  afiect  the 
necessary  operations  of  the  Crovernment,  and  how 
injure  the  essential  interest  even  of  the  hank  ?  She 
has  but  to  act  the  part  of  a  faithful,  an  impartial 
mother,  and  she  may  harmonize  the  whole  steal 
family;  even  the  proscribed  and  the  step-cnild, 
with- industry  aa^  prudence,  may  {trofit  from  her 
kindness  and  chari^.  But  suf^ose  her  conduct  to 
be  directly  the  reverse,  and  where  is>  the  cheek  ? 
Not  even  the  reproach  of  an  impartial  world. 

By  refusing  to  act  on  this  suDject,  said  Mr.'  L.) 
may  we  not  hetaray  this  Ck>vemment  into  the  sus- 
pidon  that  she  feeb  a  more  parental  care  for  the 
mterest  of  the  bank  than  ft)r  the  rights  of  States 
and  of  the  people?  Will  you  do  nothing  towards 
allaying  jetuousy  and  restoring  public  confidence? 
Perhaps,  sir,  but  a  litlie  time,  and  we  hear  the 
question — are  you  for  the  bank,  or  are  you  for  the 
States  and  the  people?  As  invidious  and  morti- 
fying as  may  be  the  course,  I  fear  we  are  on  the 
high  way  to  profoke  it  Let  me,,  then^  entreat  yon, 
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teit  Mdnr  ^goitf  Aor  atse  of  statioe  slwU^pfv- 
Tent  a  sokflMi  and  parlieulftr  review  of  the  ground 
hekne  m.  Whithersoerer  we  look,  sir,  iiHiether 
m  the  Rttsi  or  to  the  West,  to  the  North  or  to  tiie 
ScMQitk^  w«  ttfe  ^reettnted  with  some  pcnrte&ding 
€t«ftt8,  eoaseoted  with  this  subject,  of  an  unfaror- 
fllAeaipect  Whf,  therefore,  he^tate  to  leare  with 
iIm  Stale  ffOTeraments  and  ^rour  banks  to  make 
tWr  own- bargahiY  or  otherwise  proride  for  their 
wMbdrawal,  in  order  to  save  the  peace  and  tran- 
qoiUtrr  of  soeSeCy?  If  they  can  narmonize,  you 
mmf  tnen  ez|)eet  it ;  and,  if  they  cannot,  why  con- 
tinue the  sjnht  of  discordance,  to  the  great  detri- 
of  goremmental  unity  and  friendly  under- 


Pethapa  we  shall  be  toid  that  the  agreement  has 
airewNr  mmi  made,  and  that  the  States  ought  to 
aUie  ay  it  Witii  this  Oovemttent,  who,  when 
aaciag  on  the  suhf^t  of  policy  and  public  interest, 
ia  beiiatf  not  &iemf€  from  errc^  and  correction, 
t^  atfment  will  hare  reeeiyed  its  just  weight 
Wm  thm  is  another  aasw^  which  I  be^  leave  to 
tre:  The  banfes  were,  I  presome.  innted  to  the 
aiai,  in  the  expectation  that  they  would,  as 
branches  of  an  inscication  of  the  C^yemment,  en- 
daaror  Co  administer,  with  an  impartial  hand,  to 
iK  waats  and  ntaation  of  the  country,  as  far  as 
pModnbie,  attd  a  jut^  regard  to  the  interest  and 
imhff  of  the  institution  w^d  permit ;  thereby  in- 
dWaaiag  pobfo  conidence,  and  cementing  more 
doadly  the  inttfest  and  fedings  of  the  people  to 
^le  measures  of  Government.  Whether  this  ex- 
fMMHtion  has  been  disappointed,  will  hereafter  be 
th»  subject  of  inquirf.  At  present,  said  Mr.  L., 
it  is  sufficient  to  observe  that  if,  in  the  spirit  of 
fti«kUiip  and  hospitality,  the  banks  have  been 
ittviced  into  the  bosoms  of  the  States,  and.  instead 
of  «<iltrfating  peace  and  good  will,  have  been  in- 
smaaental  in  producing  discord  and  c(mtention, 
bf  -pmsmmg  a  course  unfriendly  to  the  nrosperity 
Of  the  Ststas,  and  in  violation  of  one  of^  the  prin- 
etaal  objects  of  the  charter,  that,  like  tibe  man 
-mo  IB  iMMoiiidM  of  his  obllgalion  to  hospitality, 
thuy,  whh  him,  will  have  justly  incurred  the  same 


F  senlefice. 

But  aiqyjjose,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  I  am  wrong 
ih'tty  opmion  as  to  the  power  of  legiatetive  bodies 
in  gcmeral  over  banking  privtteges,  (and  if  I  am  I 
fsardiecnror  will  go  witn  me  to  my  ffrave,  for  I 
hwr^  heAH  under  its  delusion  fbr  upwards  of  fifteen 
fiHia,)  M  there  is  another  view  of  the  subject 
momie  torlhe  GonMittttional  power  of  this  Gov- 
#rMMnt  over  her  bank.  It  b  believed  to  be  con- 
tfetlBd  W  ril,  that  Congress  has  not  the  power  to 
MaMim  a  bank  for  prrrate  purposes  merely;  that 
it  eaU  only  be  done  as  a  mean  of  necessity  and 
propriety  for  carrying  into  eflect  some  of  the  dde- 
gated  powers  to  thi9  Government  What  is  a 
"neceaaary  and  propei*'  act  for  the  accom^ish- 
meat  of  those  great,  substantive,  and  specified  pow- 
etS)  is  a  question  purdy  of  expediency,  depending, 
in  its  exercise,  on  a  well  regulated  discretion, 
adapted  to  the  nattire  of  the  subject,  and  a  most 
sora^MiJous  re^rd  to  other  existing  corrdativ e  rights. 
Bxpediency  is  the  creature  of  experiment,  vniich 
tine  and  experience  mould  to  suit  their  purpose. 


What  may  be  thou]^  neee^sary  aAMl  proper  at 
one  time,  bv  the  Legi^ture,  may  not  be  thoofi^t 
so  St  anotner  time:  events  may  have  unfblded 
themselves,  evincing  the  necessitf  and  propriety 
of  a  change.  Or  that  which  at  one  session  may 
be  approved,  as  best  oaleulated  to  carry  into  dfect 
a  given  power,  may,  at  anodier,  from  a  change  of 
Representatives,  be  disapproved  of  and  amended, 
or  a  different  mimn  established. 

Oi^  LfCgi^ture  cannot  gire  to  her  acts  of  poUcy 
perpetuity,  or  a  claior  for  years.  It  is  always  com- 
petent for  a  succeeding  LegislatuFe  to  revoe  such 
acts  of  their  predecessors. 

What  a  Legislature  cannot  io  directly,  is  not 
permiBBible  to  be  eflfected  indirectly^ 

A  law  which  is  neeeseary  and  proper  for  carry- 
lAg  into  efiWt  any  of  the  pcrwers  given  by  theGon- 
stmtution,  is  in  its  nature,  and  for  the  accomj^h* 
ment  of  its  purposes,  political,  and  cannot*  be 
converted  from  its  tme  <^araoter^  by  coimeoting 
therewi^,  and  tacking  hereto,  piwale  rights ;  be- 
cause that  would  be  to  f^ket  indirectly  wnat  could 
net  be  done  directly,  and  tho^by  pot  m  the  power 
of  one  Legislature  to  perpetuate  her  acts  of  policy 
upon  succeeding  Legislatures ;  and  because  a  pri- 
vate interest  in  the  institution,  having  no  omer 
foundation  than  as  attached  thereto,  cannot,  as  a 
mere  incident,  change  the  true  character  of  that 
pcHUcal  vmm.  Their  privileges,  to  say  d^e  most 
of  them,  have  received  admittance  within  the  pale 
of  the  Constitution,  through  an  instrument  of  the 
Government,  contrived  as  an  instrament  of  expe- 
dience, embark^  suhject  to  all  the  vicissitudes  to 
which  that,  from  its  character,  is  liable  to  UU" 
deim. 

Nor  have  I  here  contended  for  any  thing  op- 
posed to  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
Union ;  on  the  contrarv,  ^e  prineip^es,  thus  far, 
are  dearly  suppcnrted  t^  the  deci^ons  of  that 
tribunal. 

In  the  case  of  the  Da/rtmmth  OoBiege  against 
Woodum^  (4  Whea^Mi,  029^)  the  court  say: 
^  The  parties  in  this  case  difier  less  on  genera! 
'  |ninci|^e8^  less  on  the  true  coi»truetion  of  the 
^  Constitution  in  the  abstract  than  on  the  appHca- 
^  tion  of  those  prteciples  to  this  case.  This  is  the 
'  point  on  whicn  the  cause  essentially  depends.  If 
*■  the  net  of  ineorporation  be  a  {prant  or  political 
^  power;  if  it  create  a  civil  institalion,  to  be  em- 
^  *■  ployed  in  tiie  administratiott  of  the  Government, 
'  ^.,  the  subject  is  one  in  which  the  Legislature 

<  may  act  according  to  its  own  judgment,  unre- 
*■  stricted  by  any  limitation  of  its  power,  imposed 

<  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.'^ 

And,  again,  in  ^  same  opinion,  pa{re638,  say 
the  court:  "The  character  of  civil  mstitutions 
'  does  not  gvow  out  of  their  incorporations^  but  out 

*  of  the  manner  in  which  they  are  formed,  and  the 
'objecU  for  which  they  are  created.  The  ri^t 
'  to  change  them  is  not  fbunded  on  their  being  m- 

*  corporated,  but  on  their  being  the  instrament  of 

*  Government,  created  for  its  purposes." 

Now,  the  inference  deduciUe  from  this  opinion, 
is  perfectly  clear  in  its  application  to  the  question 
before  us :  which  has  also  been  decided  by  that 
court,  m  the  case  of  McCaMoch  against  the  State 
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of  Maryland,  (same  book,  436.)    "  This."  say  the 
court,  '^  is  a  tax  on  the  operatio&s  of  the  oank,  and 

*  is,  consequently,  a  tax  on  the  operation  of  an  in- 

*  strument  employed  by  the  GrOTemment  of  the 

*  Union  to  carry  its  powers  into  execution." 

In  fine,  it  has  never  been  cont«ided.  that,  in 
ai^y  other  li^ht,  the  act  has  even  a  pretended  claim 
to  Constitutional  favc^;  and  the  whole  reasoning 
of  the  court  is  to  show  that  it  may,  within  the 
meaning  pf  that  instrument,  be  a  "  necessary  and 
proper"  meafiy  in  the  hands  of  the  Grovemment,  to 
carry  her  powers  into  effect 

Well,  then,  if  the  ri^ht  to  change  depends  on 
its  being  a  giant  of  pohtical  power,  on  its  being  a 
civil  institution  to  be  employed  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Grovemment,  and  created  for  its  pur- 
poses, as  the  incorporation  of  the  bank  was  a 
mean  of  the  Government,  laid  hold  of  as  a  "  neces- 
sary and  proper"  Instrument  to  be  employed  in 
cairying  her  powers  into  execution,  it  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  right  to  change  it  vests  in  the 
Legislature,  to  be  exercised  according  to  its  own 
ju(Q;ment,  unrestrained  by  any  limitation  of  its 

S>wer  imposed  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
tates. 

Mr.  President^  in  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, I  have  avoided  calling  in  question  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  this  Government  upon  subjects 
of  this  kind.  It  is  enough,  sir,  that  this  has  been 
the  theme  of  speculation  and  altercation,  for  half 
an  ag&  and  we  are  precisely  where  we  com- 
menced; and  I  will  venture  to  {Hredict  will  be  so 
in  rdation  to  this  question  in  a  century  to  come. 
We  nave  oscillated  from  side  to  side,  accordingly 
as  circumstances  favored  the  inclination.  And  it 
is  truly  a  sub»|ect  of  that  character,  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  power,  will  ever  depend  on  the  degree 
of  inclination  and  the  strength  of  the  will  on  the 
jMurt  of  those  who  are  call^  on  to  act  Power, 
sir,  was  never  successfully  arrested  upon  doubtful 

auestions,  in  which  both  mterest  and  will  assumed 
ieir  command,  and  especially  if  the  public  senti- 
ment would  lean  to  its  exercise. 

But,  with  re^d  to  the  judicial  exposition  of 
the  power  of  this  Government  ^'to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  jxecessaxy  and  proper  for  carrying 
into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,"  as  by  the 
Constitution  is  defined,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to 
say,  that  it  appears  to  me  as  if  the  court  had  sup- 
posed the  Con^pess  in  possession  of  the  whole  po- 
litical field,  without  seeming,  for  once,  to  have 
perceived  that  there  was  any  boundary  setting 
afMrt  distinct  parcels  of  ground — a  Une  of  limita- 
tion between  national  and  State  rights ;  that  thus 
far  it  is  national,  and  the  residuary  is  State. 

With  this  view  of  the  subject  kept  distinctly  be- 
fore us.  and  we  shall  seldom  err  upon  it,  suiH)ose 
it  had  been  proposed  in  the  convention,  after  hav- 
ing delected  to  Congress  the  enumerated  powers, 
to  give,  instead  of  "  all  other  power  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execution 
the  foregoing  powers."  all  other  power  which  the 
Congress  sSm  think  fit.  or  expedient,  or  shall 
please  to  exercise.  Is  it  believea  that  such  nropo- 
sition  would  have  been  sanctioned  by  that  boay  ? 
To  believe  this,  we  swdy  forget  the  very  scru]Mi- 


bus  and  jealous  regardwith  which  the  conventiMi 
must  have  acted  in  relation  to  State  rights. 

Whilst  they  were  willing  to  give  all  ^\nec€$0aiy 
and  pmper^^  power  to  carrr  into  efiect  the  powen 
delegated,  they  were  unwilling  to  go  farther,  be- 
cause to  nave  done  so,  and  given  sueh  power  as 
the  Congress  should  choose  to  exerdse,  mi^ht,  in 
effect,  by  its  incidental  powers  merely,  impair  and 
cripple  the  vigor  of  the  remaining  reserved  and 
substantive  powers;  {Mure  them  down  to  a  mere 
nominal  existence,  without  the  practical  advan- 
tages of  actual  sovereign  power  within  their  own 

The  idea*  I  will  thus  exemplify :  I  Jiave  a  right 
to  a  spot  of  ground  in  your  fidd,  by  a  grant  clearly 
defining  it,  and  what  snail  heneceasaiy  and  proper 
as  a  wcfy  to  so  to,  to  enjoy,  and  to  return  from  it 
But  with  what  grace  could  I  claim  from  thv,  as  a 
necessary  and  incidental  right,  the  privile^  of  se- 
lectinff  a  choice  of  ways,  without  regardmg,  far^ 
ther  than  I  pleased,  your  rights,  but  going  as  will, 
whim,  or  ambition  might  incline  me,  over  your 
best  and  most  tender  rights?  Is  it.  therefore,  to 
be  wondered  that  States  should  look  toward  this 
decision  as  it  they  had  been  unrepresented  ? 

I  come  noW;  Mr.  ^resident^  to  examine  that 
part  of  the  subject  which  requires  informatioii  to 
DC  laid  before  tnis  Grovemment,  from  scmie  period 
hereafter,  of  the  names  of  all  those  indebted  m  her 
banks,  together  with  the  wms,  where  the  amount 
shall  exceed  a  given  sum,  and  have  been  of  long 
standing. 

The  object,  I  hope,  is  not  misunderstood,  either 
as  regards  the  borrower,  the  directory,  or  the  public^ 

To  restrain  the  former  in  his  inordiuiute  thirst 
for  visionary  speculation,  pomp,  and  parade,  I 
would  warn  him  to  look  betore  nim ;  not,  sir^  in 
the  wide  fields  of  hope  and  delusive  gratification, 
resting  upon  the  bounty  and  partialijty  of  frieands 
having  at  command  banking  capital,  and  indul- 
ging within  closed  doors  and  confidential  trust; 
no,  Mr.  President,  I  would  point  him  to  a  certain. 
real,  and  known  ^und,  from  which  the  world 
must  see  his  situation  within  some  reasonable  pe^ 
riod  of  limitation.  And  thus  I  would  Im^  to 
effect  two  obj^ts — first,  to  check  his  thirst  for 
enormous  loans ;  and,  secondly,  to  incite  him  in 
due  time  to  payment 

As  relates  to  the  directory,  it  would  operate  as 
a  restraint  on  their  disposition  towards  favorites, 
and  prevent  gross  abuses  of  this  important  public 
privilege,  by  reminding  tb^  that  they  were  not 
uresponsible  to  the  society  in  which  they  live,  and 
that,  whenever  they  indulged  to  an  excess  of  a 
pernicious  tendency,  as  behind  a  dark  veil  todeq> 
transgression,  their  deeds  ought  to  be  rendered  into 
the  hands  of  an  injured  people. 

Standing  this  day  as  the  Representative  of  a 
State,  it  is  my  duty  to  trace  the  causes  connected 
with  the  subject  of  this  inquiry,  which  have  so 
materially  contributed  to  the  distressed  situation  of 
my  country. 

Let  me  out  suppose  bills  to  have  been  drawn  to 
the  amount  of  millions,  if  you  please,  sir,  in  favor 
of  a  few.  With  those  bills  they  purchase  up  the 
circuiting  currency  of  the  State,  and  drain  her 
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eofes.  It  requires  no  argument  to  prove  how  this 
is  done.  You  can  at  once  perceive,  sir,  that  a 
credit  without  limit,  and  whicn  is  ahove  par,  may 
sooa  exhaust  a  limited  capital.  By  pursuing  the 
following  inquiries,  we  shall  arrive  at  the  truth, 
and  undtfstand  the  result  of  this  husiness : 

1.  That  the  hanks  of  the  United  States  have, 
by  virtae  of  their  credit  merely,  created  a  large 
debt 

2,  That  a  great  portion  of  this  deht  is  unpaid, 
and  the  most  of  those  in  whose  favor  they  nave 
drawn,  are  vet  their  debtors. 

3w  That  tnose  persons,  with  the  means  thus  fur- 
nished have  been  enabled  to  suoply  themselves  out 
of  the  mcmey  in  the  State,  to  live  and  speculate 
upon  ber  wealthy  and  exhaust  her  resources. 

Thus,  sir,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive,  that  one 
may  <faraw — another  pay — and  a  third  receive  the 
benefit :  that  considerable  sums  have  been  drawn 
from  us,  is  demonstrated  from  what  we  were  then, 
and  what  we  now  are.  Our  money  is  gone,  and  vou 
are  not  paid.  Where,  then,  is  the  money'?  Snail 
I  give  you,  Mr.  President,  a  plain  country  answer  ? 
Gkntlemen  have  lived  upon  it — it  has  been  wasted 
in  extravagance,  and  squandered  in  idleness,  spec- 
ulation, and  dissipation.  Yes,  sir,  we  invited  your 
bank  ainong  us->-she  came  without  money — by 
her  credit  she  has  pressed  and  distressed  us — upon 
oar  substance  she  has  lived,  and  has  feasted  ner 
£ivoriteB.  Are  not  these  fiaicts  substantially  cor- 
rect! Bat,  it  may  be  asked,  are  not  those  who 
owe  the  money,  our  own  citizens  ?  This,  sir,  is 
the  qiKstion,  the  very  question  which  speaks  the 
great  propriety  and  necessity  of  knowing  who  they 
are ;  and  this  knowledge  must  come  from  the  bank, 
or  yoQ  cannot  obtain  it.  But  that  it  is  all-import- 
ant to  know  who  they  are,  as  regards  the  interest 
of  the  West,  I  beg  leave  to  show  you,  by  the  fol- 
lowing argument : 

Who  appoints  the  directors  ?  The  stockholders. 
Who  are  they  ?  Men  of  great  wealth,  and  mer- 
cantile houses,  having  an  intimate  connexion  in 
trade,  money,  and  interest,  with  wealthy  European 
hooees.  Wno  want  our  flour — ^who  purchase  our 
tobacco?  Those  very  gentlemen.  How  may  they 
regulate  the  price  1  By  draining  all  currency,  and 
placing  us  in  want  and  distress.  And  how  can  that 
be  done  ?    As  has  already  been  shown. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  without  a  wish  to  intimidate 
or  give  any  alarm,  I  put  this  question :  do  you  be- 
lieve Uiat  a  free  people,  covering  a  vast  country, 
and  without  saying  more  about  them,  will  submit 
to  abUMd/bldeti  policy 2  which  subjects  them  to  such 
enonmties'?  What  is  the  security  that  those  gen- 
tleinen  will  not  by  themselves  and  others  of  their 
dioice,  draw  bills  of  credit,  by  which,  from  sales 
to  our  merchants  and  others,  they  can  receive  in 
payment  our  money,  and  thus  draw  it  from  us ; 
and  then  turn  round  and  purchase  according  to 
our  wants  and  necessities,  not  only  our  produce, 
bat  likewise  our  homes,  and  even  the  beds  from 
under  our  children  ? 

Say  the  best  of  it.  sir^  and  the  onljr  repose  you 

can  ^y^  is  upon  tne  mtegrity,  the  impartiality. 

and  the  justice,  of  the  directors.    But  yet  the  old 

question  recurs,  and  will  again  and  again  arise — 
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suppose  they  are  not  impartial  and  are  not  just? 
Then  the  answer  is,  it  is  wrong  that  we  should 
know  it,  or  have  any  other  check  a^nst  its  repe- 
tition. And,  whilst  you  would  administer  to  us  the 
comfort  derivable  from  the  fact,  that  there  are  hon- 
orable gentlemen  of  great  integrity  in  those  insti- 
tutions, we  are,  nevertheless,  fearful  of  that  pre- 
dominant passion  of  man,  avarice :  an  inordinate 
thirst  for  wealth  and  power.  Is  it,  then,  that  our 
best  hope  is,  that  man  is  without  avarice^  unjust 
avarice,  and  free  from  ambition  1  If  he  is,  then, 
verily,  we  are  safe — otherwise,  we  have  no  secur- 
itjr.  Their  deeds  are  in  secret.  How,  sir,  would 
this  doctrine  sound,  that  even  the  act  of  this  na- 
tional assembage,  who  come  from  the  bosoms  of 
the  people,  however  vitally  important  to  them, 
must  continue  to  roll  on  in  profound  mystery  ana 
secrecy  ? 

What  safety  have  we  that  money — this  heavy 
and  attractive  metal — may  not  be  drawn  into  the 
scale  of  political  freedom  i  Will  you  stand  surety, 
sir,  that  in  the  choice  of  directors  this  question 
never  secretly  steals  along  to  an  inclining  cast — 
what  are  the  politics  of  this  and  of  that  man  7 
Who  will  he  favor  vdth  money  ?  And  how  may 
those  means  be  advantageously  employed  ?  Sir^ 
we  who  are  poor,  and  whose  poverty  you  have 
stript,  but  who  are  not  bereft  or  a  ipore  intrinsic 
worth,  protest  most  solemnly  against  every  thing 
conducing  to  such  an  event.  And  as  we  will  not 
give,  so  neither  do  we  want  any  sordid  advantage, 
or  Judas  arts,  to  make  proselytes  or  sustain  our 
faith. 

But,  again,  suppose,  sir,  this  dark  and  hidden 
influence  to  extend  across  the  Atlantic;  that  a 
foreign  ministry  may  be  able  to  operate  upon  her 
houses  of  wealth ;  that  those  houses  are,  m  trade 
and  interest,  deeply  connectetd  with  your  own 
mercantile  and  wealthy  houses ;  that,  by  bills  of 
credit  and  a  well-conoerted  policy,  they  drain  us 
of  our  money,  as  preparatory  to  a  more  effectual 
blow  upon  our  weakness.  Where  is  the  vigilant, 
politictu  eye,  which  is  ever  on  the  alert  against 
advantage!  and  always  attentive  to  passing  events? 
It  is  as  if  behind  a  dark  cloud ;  all  is  as  if  in  ob- 
scure and  silent  death,  from  the  foreign  court  down 
even  to  a  western  vault,  till  the  plan  is  matured 
and  the  blow  given. 

But  this,  we  shall  W  told,  is  all  imaginary,  and 
quite  improbable.  Grant  tnat  it  is  so.  And  here 
is  the  repose  of  our  hope.  But  would  you  be* 
willing  to  give  to  the  President  of  this  nation, 
the  man  of  the  people,  such  vast,  concealed,  and 
irresponsible  power  over  millions?  Would  the 
Congress  herself  dare  to  assume  the  immense  power 
ova:  the  united  wealth  of  themselves  and  others, 
under  the  sanction  of  secret,  legal  ppeiktion,  with- 
out responsibility  for  political  abuse  ? 

It  is  not  as  against  particular  men.  but  upon 
general  principle,  I  would  hope  to  act.  With  some 
of  the  gentlemen  in  the  directory  I  have  a  personal 
acquaintance;  they  are  respectable  and  very  wor- 
thy men.  Some  of  them,  placed  in  this  station, 
would  do  credit  to  themselves  and  justice  to  their 
country.  Change  places,  and  they  would  demand 
of  us  an  exhibition  of  our  deeds,  which  so  deq)Iy 
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eoacern  the  puUic  wdfare  and  impartial  jostioe. 
But,  sir,  they  are  but  men,  havine,  as  they  suppose, 
the  bri^t  prospect  of  wealth  b^ore  them — specu- 
lation, m  her  tinsdled  atttre,  with  all  her  seductire 
charms,  presented  to  their  taMe,  and  the  full  means 
at  command. 

And  thus  it  is,  that  whilst  not  one,  perhaps,  in 
fire  hundred,  possibly  in  a  thoBsand,  of  ^  free 
men  of  a  State,  hare  bem  able  to  obtain  acoom- 
modatioBs  of  y^  moderate  sums,  and  for  quite 
limited  periods,  possessing,  too,  both  the  abilit^rand 
character  fop  punoluaRty  to  refund,  others  hare 
teceiTed  ten,  tfwenty,  ££ty,  and  even  as  high  as  a 
hundred  thousand  dbilars.  This  is  not  mere  conr 
jecture ;  nor  does  it  depend  upon  deduction  or  ar- 
gmnent.    It  is  a  fact  which  will  not  be  denied. 

But  I  would  by  no  means  -be  understood  to  ^ay, 
that  all  the  money  thus  obtained,  has  been  applied 
to- the  objects  of  eztrayagance  and  dissipation.  On 
&e  coaotmry,  I  bdieye,  some  has  been  employed  in 
laudable  enterprise  and  useful  improTements ;  and, 
in  some  instanees,  to  purposes  ot  private  aiul  just 
convenience.  But,  I  apprehend,  those  instanees 
aK  but  few,  compared  with  the  immeiMe  sums 
drawn  from  the  States. 

With  respect,  Mr.  President,  to  the  last  proposi- 
tion, little  need  be  said.  The  ol^ect  of  which  is  to 
enable  persons  interested  in  the  information,  to  ob* 
tain  it  from  &e  bank,  relative  to  the  situation  of 
any  one  therein  indebted. 

To  this  it  is  objected,  that,  to  disclose  the  situa- 
tion of  a  debtor,  mj^ht  injure  his  credit — bring  upon 
him  his  creditors  without  mercy — embarrass  his 
arrangements — and  deprive  him  from  the  benefit 
of  advantages,  which  (^erwise  he  might  have  ob- 
tained. This  is  all  true.  But,  on  the  other  hand, 
it  is  quite  possible,  that,  instead  of  working  out  of 
debt,  he  may  work  farther  in;  and  it  seems  but 
lair,  that  he  who  sustains  the  risk  incident  to  the 
indulgence,  or  as  a  security,  ought  not  to  be  refused 
the  information  necessary  to  a  correct  exercise  of 
his  own  free  will.  The  oank  ought  not  to  claim 
the  privily  of  bemg  goierous  at  the  risk  and  ex- 
pense of  omers. 

But,  this  rule,  I  aj^ehend,  is  more  the  result  of 
an  intended  advantage  over  other  creditors.  The 
directory  know  the  situation  of  the  debtor,  and 
know,  of  course,  when,  and  in  what  manner^  to 
proceed  to  secure  thems^es.  They  may  extend 
lie  credit  at  the  very  moment  when  they  perceive 
hJB  insol v«ooy  is  pBd[)able,  for  the  pu]^x)eeof  enabling 
him  to  command  other  resources ;  or,  possibly,  in 
order  to  enable  some  endorsers  to  get  off  and  pro- 
cure others  on  his  paper.  As  reraects  other  debtors, 
creditors  are  on  e^^  ground.  Besides,  truth  ought 
never  to  be  suppressed,  in  order  to  accomplish  pos- 
sible good,  father  than  be  disclosed  in  order  to  pre- 
vent an  injury  equally  probable,  and  do  justice  to 
the  innocent.  Upon  this  point,  however,  I  have 
less  solicitude.  The  others  I  consider  as  vitally 
important  to  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  done.  The  course  is  be- 
fore the  bank — ^whether  she  will  adopt  any  measure 
in  aid  of  the  distressed  state  of  the  country,  which 
she  has  tbeen  so  instrumental  in  producing;  or 
ip^ther  she  will  continue  to  rqM)se  upon  the  Ibs- 


tcting  indulgenoe  of,  this  €k>vernmeat,  as  towazds 
a  favori^  but,  spoilt  child,  time  must  unfold.  Bat, 
with  this  House,  ^  question  is  d^foent  .  Is  it 

Eolitic  and  right  to  continue  in  a  Stale,  agaiart 
er  will,  an  institution,  public  in  its  character,  bat 
speculative  in  its  practice,  to  the  mevitabb  dis^b- 
ance  of  goveromental  unity,  and  the  disaffection 
of  the  peo]^e?  For,  let  it  be  remembered,  tkat 
their  withdrawal  would  only  be  requested,  uader 
eireumstances  conducing  to  that  event  And  will 
you  lay  no  r^istraint  upon  that  course  of  pdicy  and 
of  favoritism,  which  is  so  fiilly  calculated  to  fileiee 
ih»  wealth  a{id  prosperity  of  a  State  at  die  fett  of 
a  eorporaticm  ? 

Be  it  so,  then,  sir :  the  decision  of  this  House 
shall  be  my  rule  of  conduct ;  but  noC,  sir,  the  twt 
of  my  conviction.  I  will,  therefoee,  again  ^and 
again,  at  the  prpper  time  and  on  dke  prooer  ocea- 
sion,  wrestle  with  these  qoestions^  as  witn  stomg 
faith,  to  ultimate  success.  Inq^  *  muty,  interest, 
and  prosperity ;  or  depart  the  bosom  of  tfaeState. 

When  Mr.  L^  had  concluded^* 

Mr.  WitaoN,  of  ^few  Jersey,  called  for  a  division 
of  the  question  on  the  resohittons ;  and,  no  fiirther 
debate  ensuing. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution, 
and  decided  in  the  negative — ayes  1%^  noes  24. 

The  Question  viras  men  put  on  the  two  renaaiBi- 
iag  resolutions,  successively,  without  debate,  and 
al»>  decided  in  the  negative,  without  a  division ; 
but  few  voices  being  hnird  in  the  affirmative. 


Wednesday,  January  5. 

The  PRk:siDENT  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy  of  the 
Army  Uefi^ister,^  for  each  m^nber  of  the  Senate, 
conformably  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senat/e,  of  De- 
cember, 1815 ;  and  the  letter  was  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of  the  discriminating  duties  estab- 
lished in  France  on  the  staple  products  of  this 
country,  representing  the  evil  consequences  r^ult- 
ing  to  tne  shipping  mterest  of  the  United  States 
therefrom,  and  prayii^  relief;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
ei^  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others, 
and  the  furUier  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  second  Monday  in  Feluruary  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  obtaining 
accurate  statements  of  the  foreign  commerce  m 
the  United  States;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hous^ 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  the  thira 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  considemtion  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Vreeland,  deceased  y  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engro^ed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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TIr  Seiiftte  Tesnmed,  as  in  Gomimttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  ckmsnleration  of  the  hill  e^abHshing  a 
circmt  ebort  within  and  for  the  District  of  Maine ; 
and  ^e  hfll  having  heen  amended,  it  was  reported 
ID  the  House  accordingly,  and,  the  amendment  he- 
inff^oBCorred  in^  the  hOl  was  ordered  to  he  engros- 
9^  and  read  a  third  time. 

14r.  Vaw  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
mo^  made  the  fopowing  report,  which  was  read : 

Tbe  Ooomitlae  •n  Pensioos,  to  whom  was  refer- 
nd  a  icflollitMUi  of  the  Benato,  of  Dooemher  30,  IB  19, 
jaflraoiiag  tho  «ud  eommittoe  to  invoke  into  tho  ex- 
jwiiisMcy  of  mTtYiag  tho  vol  of  1§06,  entitlod  ''An  aet 
to  fiide  in  ptfMOiM  who  were  disabled  bj  known 
ads  Tvccmd  in  the  Rotolittionary  war/'  wl|ich 
aft  the  doM  of  the  last  session  of  Congress, 


That  thej  have  azaauiMd  tbeottlgoct  embraoed  in 
Ike  said  reoololioo,  and,  finding  that  persons  placed 
«n  the  psasion  list,  in  parsoaaee  of  the  act  of  1806, 
Wmy  eeotintia  Co  recsire  their  pensions  as  heretofore,  by 
vHDplyiag  with  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  **Ao 
wet  ngiilstittg  the  pajments  of  invalid  pensioners," 
^proved  3d  Maitsh,  1819 ;  and  belienng  that  most,  if 
jBot  sU  the  cases,  IJiat  would  come  Vithin  the  set  of 
M06,  if  revived,  maj  be  relieved  under  the  more  liberal 
fiovisions  of  the  aet  of  18th  March,  1818,  the  committee 
are,  therefore,  of  opinion,  that  it  is  not  necessary  or 
aapsdisnt  to  revive  the  adt  is  the  said  resoUnion 
SMmttened. 

The  hill  from  the  other  House,  making  a  paitiBl 
apPTopiintion  for  the  military  service  ol  tk^  ycttr 
1830,  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  WtLLiibUS,  of  Ten- 
umme,  re-eoHumtted  to  the  mililary  committee, 
who  sobsequen^  reported  two  amendmoits  (ap- 
pMpriating  for  the  national  armories  fifty-six  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  for  arrearagiss  on  the  settiemEent 
of  outstanding  claims  fifty  thousand  doHars,)  which 
amendments  were  agreed  to^  and  the  hul,  thus 
amended,  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  ord^  of  the 
day,  Xocik  up  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
theUnicm;  when, 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.MsLLEN,  the  said  hill  was 
postnened  for  four  weeks. 

(Though  nothing  was  said  on  this  motion,  it 
may  be  proper  to  explain  that  the  reason  of  the 
mover  wt  ma|ung,  aad  of  the  Senate  for  agreeing 
to  it,  was  understood  to  proceed  from  an  intention 
of  relinqnisliin]^  tiie  fumier  consideration  of  this 
bitt^  and  of  takmg  Up  the  bill  on  the  same  subject 
wluch  has  already  passed  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, and  been  received  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate.] 

Mr.  J>MML  offered  the  proceedings  and  resolu- 
tioiis  of  the  town  meeting  of  New  Haven,  Con- 
Hs^extty  expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
Ittve  the  right  to  prohibit  the  admission  of  slavery 
into  any  State  or  Territory,  hereafter  to  be  formed 
smd  adnutted  into  tiie  Umon.  and  that  the  admis- 
sion of  ^avcry  into  any  sucn  State  or  Territory 
woidd  be  opposed  to  the  genins  and  spirit  of  our 
Gfovennnent,  and  injurious  to  the  highest  interests 
of  the  natioii,  and.  requesting  the  Senators  and 
Representatives  fix>m  mat  State,  in  Oongress,  to 
tiite  &dr  exertioiis  to  pnevent  the  frirther  extension 


of  slavery  in  the  United  States ;  "wiiich  were  re- 
ceived and  read. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Tichenor  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department ;  and  the 
biu  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

RESOLUTIONS  OP  PBNNSTLVANIA. 

Mr.  LowBijp  offered  the  following  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  which  were 
received  and  read. 

**  That  ail  power  is  inherent  in  the  people,  and  all 
free  governments  are  fouBded  on  dseir  anthorily  and 
iaslitated  for  their  peace,  safety,  and  happiness,"  are 
the  ibndamentri  principles  of  republicanism. 

To  prevent  the  peace,  safety,  and  happiness  of  the 
people  from  being  endangered,  political  orthodoxy 
teaches  that  they  onght  never  to  delegate  a  power 
which  they  can  exercise  with  convenience  to  them- 
selves. 

In  proportion  as  the  capital  of  a  moneyed  institn- 
lion  ii  increased,  its  branches  extended,  and  its  direc- 
tion removed  from  the  body  of  tbe  people,  so  also  will 
be  increased  its  power  and  inclination  to  do  evil  and 
to  tyrannixe.    Therefore, 

kesohtd  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepresentO' 
tives  of  the  dommonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  Gen* 
eral  Assembly  mst.  That  the  following  amendment  be 
proposed  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  vis: 
Congress  shall  make  no  law  to  erect  or  incorporate 
any  bank  or  other  moneyed  instttation,  except  within 
the  District  of  Colambia ;  and  every  bank  or  other 
moneyed  institntion  which  shall  be  established  by  the 
authority  of  Congress,  shall,  together  with  its  branches 
and  offices  of  discount  and  deposits,  be  confined  to 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Resohedt  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  exertions  to  pro- 
mire  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment 

Resolved^  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to  trans- 
mit copies  of  the  foregoing  preamble,  proposed  amend- 
ment, and  resolutions,  to  each  of  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress ;  and  s^  to  transmit  like 
copies  to  the  Bzecutives  of  the  several  States,  with  a 
request  that  ^ey  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislatures 
thereof,  soliciting  their  co-operation  in  procturing  the 
adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment. 

RfiBS  HILL, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Reps* 

ISAAC  WEAVER, 
i^>eaker  ofihe  Benaie* 

Approved,  March  29,  1S19. 

WILLIAM  FINDLAY. 

SLAVERY  IN  NEW  STATSa 

Mr.  Roberts  oiBSered  the  following  proceedings 
of  the  same  Legislature,  which  were  also  received, 
and  read : 

Resolutions  relative  to  preventing  the  introduetion  ^ 
Slavery  tntonew  Stmtss. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  Uie 
Commcmwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  whilst  they  cherish 
tiie  right  of  the  individual  States  to  express  tfaebr  opin- 
ions upon  all  public  measures  proposed  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  Union,  are  aware  that  its  oseAilness  must 
in  a  great  degree  depend  upon  the  discretion  with 
which  it  b  exercised.  They  believe  that  the  right  ought 
not  to  be  retorted  to  upon  trivml  sntjeeU  or  nnhnpor» 
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tent  octtnioni,.but  tliej  are  mlfo  partoadad  that  there 
are  moments  when  the  neglect  to  exercise  it  would 
be  a  dereliction  of  public  dnhr. 

Such  an  occasion  as  in  their  judgment  demands  the 
frank  expression  of  the  sentiments  of  Pennsylvania  is 
now  presented.  A  measure  was  ardentlj  supported 
in  the  last  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  will 
probablj  be  as  earnestly  urged  during  the  existing  ses- 
sion of  that  bod^,  which  has  a  palpable  tendency  to 
impair  the  political  relations  of  the  several  States; 
which  is  calculated  to  mar  the  social  happiness  of  the 
present  and  future  generations;  which,  if  adopted, 
would  impede  the  march  of  humanity  and  freedom 
through  the  world,  and  would  affix  and  perpetuate  an 
odious  stain  upon  Uie  present  race; — a  measure^  in 
brief,  which  proposes  to  spread  the  crimes  and  cruel- 
ties  of  slaTory  from  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi  to  the 
•bores  of  the  Pacific. 

When  measures  of  this  character  are  seriously  advo- 
cated in  the  republican  Congress  of  America,  in  the 
nineteenth  century,  the  sevenil  States  are  invoked  by 
the  duty  which  they  owe  to  the  Deity,  by  the  yenera- 
tion  which  they  entertain  for  the  memory  of  the  found- 
ers of  the  Republic,  and  by  a  tender  regard  for  poster- 
ity, to  protest  against  its  adoption,  to  refuse  to  covenant 
with  crime,  and  to  limit  the  range  of  an  evil  that 
already  hangs  in  awful  boding  over  so  large  a  portion 
of  the  Union. 

Nur  can  such  a  protest  be  entered  by  any  State  with 
greater  propriety  than  by  Pennsylvania.  This  Com- 
monwealth has  as  sacredly  respected  the  rights  of  other 
States  as  it  has  been  careful  of  its  own.  It  has  been 
the  invariable  aim  of  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  to 
extend  to  the  universe,  by  their  example,  the  unadul- 
terated blessings  of  civil  and  religious  freedom.  It  is 
their  pride,  that  they  have  been  at  all  times  the  prac- 
tical advocates  of  Uiose  improvements  and  charities 
amongst  men  which  are  so  well  calculated  to  enable 
them  to  answer  the  purposes  of  their  Creator ;  and, 
above  all,  they  may  baast  that  they  were  foremost  in 
removing  the  pollution  of  slavery  from  amongst  them. 

If,  indeed,  the  measure  against  which  Pennsylvania 
considers  it  her  duty  to  raise  her  voice,  was  calculated 
to  abridge  any  of  the  rights  guarantied  to  the  several 
States;  if,  odious  as  slavery  is,  it  was  proposed  to 
hasten  its  extinction  by  means  injurious  to  the  States 
upon  which  it  was  uiUiappily  entailed,  Pennsylvania 
would  be  amongst  the  first  to  inrist  upon  a  sacred  ob- 
servance of  the  Constitutional  compact.  But  it  cannot 
be  pretended  that  the  rights  of  any  of  the  States  are 
at  all  to  be  afi*ected  by  refusing  to  extend  the  miscbiefr 
of  human  bondage  over  the  boundless  regions  of  the 
West,  a  territory  which  formed  no  part  of  the  Con- 
federation at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  which 
has  been  but  lately  purchased  from  an  European  Power 
by  the  people  at  large ;  which  may  or  may  not  be  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Union  at  the  discretion  of 
Congress,  which  must  establish  k  Republican  form  of 
government,  and  no  other ;  and  whose  climate  afibrds 
•one  of  the  pretexts  urged  for  resorting  to  the  labor  of 
natives  of  the  torrid  sone.  Such  a  territory  has  no 
right,  inherent  or  acquired,  such  as  those  States  pos- 
sessed which  established  the  existing  Conntitution. 
When  that  Constitution  was  framed,  in  September, 
seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  the  concession 
that  three-fifUis  of  the  slaves  in  the  States  then  existing 
should  be  represented  in  Congress,  could  not  have 
been  intended  to  embrace  regions  at  that  time  held  by 
a  foreign  Power.    On  the  contrary,  so  anxious  were 


the  Cdngrees  of  that  daj  to  coofioe  human  hoadtfa 
within  its  ancient  home,  that,  on  the  thirteenth  of 
July,  seventeen  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  that  body 
unanimously  declared  that  slavery  or  involuntanr  ser- 
vitude should  not  exist  in  the  extensive  temtoriea 
bounded  by  the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  Canada  and  the 
Lakes.  And  in  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of 
the  Constitution  itself,  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit the  migration  of  servile  persons  after  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight,  is  expressly  recognised ; 
nor  is  there  to  be  found  in  the  statute  book  a  single 
instance  of  the  admissioa  of  a  Territory  to  the  rank  of  « 
State,  in  which  Congress  have  not  adhered  to  the  right 
rested  in  them  by  the  Constitution,  to  stipulate  with 
the  Territory  upon  the  conditions  of  such  admission. 

The  Senate  and  House  of  Representativea  of  Pann- 
sylvania,  thareibre,  cannot  but  deprecate  any  departore 
from  the  humane  and  enlightened  policy,  pursued  net 
only  by  the  illustrious  Congress  of  1787,  but  by  their 
successors,  without  exception.  They  are  persnadad 
that,  to  open  the  fertile  regions  of  the  West  to  a  servile 
race,  would  tend  to  increase  their  numbers  beyond  all 
past  example,  would  open  a  new  and  steady  market 
for  the  lawless  venders  of  human  flesh,  and  would 
render  all  schemes  for  obliterating  this  most  foul  blot 
upon  the  Ameri6in  character,  useless  and  unavailing. 

Under  these  convictions,  and  in  full  persuasion  that 
upon  this  topic  there  is  but  one  opinion  in  Pennsyl- 
vania— 

Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Reprtsenta- 
tives  of  the  Uomnumwealih  of  PennstflvaniOt  That 
the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
requested  to  vote  against  the  admission  of  any  Territory 
as  a  State  in  the  Union,  unless  **  the  farther  intiodao- 
tion  of  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  except  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  haye 
been  duly  convicted,  shall  be  prohibited  ;  and  all 
children  bom  within  the  said  Territory,  after  the  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  as  a  State,  shall  be  free,  but 
may  be  held  to  service  until  the  age  of  twenty-five 
years." 

Resolved,  That  the  Grovemor  be  and  he  is  hereby 
requested  to  cause  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble 
and  resolution  to  be  transmitted  to  each  of  the  Senators 
and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States. 

JOSEPH  LAWRENCE, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives* 
ISAAC  WEAVER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Appsoyxn— The  22d  day  of  December,  1819. 

WILLIAM  FINDLAY. 


Thdrsday,  January  6. 
The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  comprehending  statements  of 
the  expenditure  and  appiication  of  all  such  sums  of 
money  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by 
the  Secretary  of  War  from  the  1st  of  October  1818, 
to  the  30th  of  September,  1819,  inclusive,  in  virtue 
of  the  appropriation  laws  of  1819,  and  of  the  un- 
expended balances  of  former  appropriations  re- 
maining in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  October, 
1818 ;  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  1st  section  of 
the  act  of  the  3d  of  March  1809,  further  to  amend 
the  several  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regula- 
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tion  of  the  Trcasary,  War,  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments; and  the  report  was  read. 

The  pRESfbEifr  also  communicated  a  similar 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  and  also  a 
letter  firom  him  transmitting  for  the  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate aeventy-fiye  copies  of  the  Naval  Register ;  and 
the  Tegatt  and  letter  were  respectively  read* 

Tiie  President  also  communicated  the  petition 
of  Ann  Wilson,  in  hehalf  of  herself  and  others, 
praying  that  provision  may  be  made  for  funding 
certain  loan  office  and  other  certificates  and  con- 
tmental  money  in  their  possession,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Christopher  Fowler,  reported  the  same  without 
amendment,  accompanied  bv  a  report  recommend- 
ing that  the  bill  be  rejectea ;  and  the  repcnrt  was 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  David  Henley, 
late  of  KnoxFiUe,  Tennessee,  reported  a  bill  au- 
thorizing payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  United  -States : 
and  the  biU  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 


Mr.  Tarrott  presodted  the  memorial  of  mer* 
ehants  and  odiers,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
ahiie,  in  favor  of  a  national  bankrupt  law;  and 
tiie  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr..  DiCKBRSQN  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  L^ier  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, praying  that  the  tanff  may  be  revised  in 
soch  a  mode  as  to  revive  our  drooping  manufac- 
tures, and  afford  effectual  potection  of  the  national 
industry:  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the 
petition  of  Joshua  Nevill,  and,  in  conformity  there- 
to, resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted  the  following  motion 
f(W  considoratiiHi: 

ffriofcaf.  That  the  Committae  on  Pennons  be  in- 
ftmctod  to  inquire  whether  any  amendment  be  ne- 
to  the  act,  entitled  **An  tot  to  provide  ibr  eer- 


tttn  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of 
the  United  States  in  the  Revolationary  War/*  ap- 
proved March  18th,  1818,  the  better  to  insure  the 
ezecaiion  c^  the  said  act,  according  to  its  true  spirit 
and  intention,  and  whether  it  be  expedient,  in  any 
respect,  to  tmend  or  modify  said  act. 

Mr.  SAHPoan,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
Id  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  regu- 
late and  ^x  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in  the 
different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  day  of  April,  one 
thousand  eijght  hundred  and  eighteen,"  reported 
the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Smitb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine, 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment. 


[This  amendment  is  the  whole  of  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  consti- 
tution, &c.,  without  restriction.] 

The  report  being^  before  the  senate — 

Mr.  PiNKNEY,  after  adverting  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  question  involved  in  this  amendment,  and 
the  importance  of  a  full  examination,  clear  under- 
standing, and  correct  decision  of  it,  moved  that 
the  bill  he  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for,  Thursday  next. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial  ap- 
l^opriation  for  the  military  service  of  tne  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United 
States  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
JIughes ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Philip  Barbour,  de- 
ceased ;"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
rdief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk:"  in  which 
bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  three  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  ibr  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representatives  oi  Philip  Barbour,  deceased," 
was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  Unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Comnuttee  of  Claim?. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  pesented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Koa- 
tucky,  in  behalf  of  Christopher  Miller,  praying  that 
adequate  provision  may  be  made  for  him  in  con- 
sideration of  services  rendered  under  General 
Wayne,  as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  waa 
read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Lloyo  presented  the  memorial  of  Samuel 
and  W.  Meete«r  and  others,  manufacturers,  deal- 
ers in,  and  consumers  of  paper,  residinjg^  in  Balti- 
more, praying  that  a  duty  per  Id.  sufficient  to  pro- 
tect the  American  manufacturer,  be  laid  on  all 
paper  imported  into  the  United  States;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  morning. 


Monday,  January  10. 
Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Badollet^  register  of  the  hmd  office  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Vincennes,  praying  compensation  for  cer- 
tain extra  services,  as  stated  m  the  memorial; 
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which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1819,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr  SANFORn  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Schenectady,  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  on  the  subject  of  the  further  exten- 
sion of  slavery  in  this  country,  expressing  the  opin- 
ion that  Congress  possess  tne  Constitutional  au- 
thority to  prohibit  it,  and  praying  the  same  may  be 
prohibited  in  any  new  State  admitted  into  the 
Union,  beyond  the  limits  of  the  original  territory 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial  was 
read 

Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  establishing  a 

feneral  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
Fnited  States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions,-to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lathrop 
Davis,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  made  a  re- 
pK)rt,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Middletown  and  .its  vicinity,  in  the  State  of 
Connecticut,  praying  that  adequate  protection  may 
be  extended  to  domestic  manufactures,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Conmiittee  on  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures, 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  South 
BerwicK,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  on  the 
subject  of  the  further  extension  of  slavery  in  this 
country,  and  praying  the  same  may  be  prohibited 
in  any  new  State  which  may  be  hereafter  admit- 
ted by  Congress  into  the  Union ;  which  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  a  special  report  of  the  Register 
and  Receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  Eastern 
District  of  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  and  the  letter 
and  report  were  read. 

The  President  also  conmiunicated  a  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Pension  Fund, 
containing  statements  in  relation  to  that  fund, 
made  in  obedience  to  the  "Act  for  the  better  gov- 
ernment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States ;''  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  petition  of  the  Prjsi- 
dent  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metrop^, 
praying  a  renewal  of  their  charter ;  and  the  peti- 
tion was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  ot  Columbia. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  wts  referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood, 
made  a  report*  accompamed  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  prayer  of  tne  petitioner  ooght  not  to  be  granted. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 


Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  conmiittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  High- 
tower,  also  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  presented  the  proceedings  and  me- 
morial of  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island 
and  Providence  Plantations,  assembled  at  the  State 
House,  in  Providence,  on  the  ;6ubject  of  the  fur- 
ther extension  of  slavery  in  this  country,  and  pray- 
ing the  same  may  be  prohibited  in  any  new  State 
which  may  be  hereafter  admitted  by  Congress  into 
the  Union ;  and  also  the  address  ot  the  represent- 
atives of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  m  New 
England  on  the  same  subject ;  which  were  seve- 
rally read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony 
Burk,"  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  -and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commits 
tee  on  Public  Lands,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  ASun 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing to  officers  of  the  army  a  specific  sum  monthly,  in 
lieu  of  their  present  pay,  rations,  and  other  emolu- 
ments. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 
resentative of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  William  Wikoff,  of  the  county  of  Ope- 
lousas,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  praying  the 
confirmation  of  his  title  to  certain  land  therein 
stated ;  and  also  the  petition  of  Abraham  Mace,  of 
the  State  of  Louisiana,  making  a  similar  prayer ; 
and  the  petitions  were  severally  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  Alexander 
Irwin,  of  the  county  of  Franklin,  and  State  ot 
Indiana,  praying  an  increase  of  pension^  for  rea- 
sons stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  l^lblic  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General,  fbs 
the  United  States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  whose 
official  duties  shall  be  confined  to  the  State. 

Mr.  Thomas  submitted  the  following ,  motioa 
for  consideration : 

Resoloed,  That  the  Committee  on  Poblic  Lands  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establiah- 
ing  additional  districts,  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  in 
the  State  of  lUinoia. 

The  Senate  resunfed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  S^ofite^  of  Deoen- 
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¥ff  dOth,  1S18^  mslnictittffdiemtoiBi^iremtothe 
e»ei&iiey  of  leviviBg  uie  act  of  1806,  entitled 
^^Aa  ftet  to  fiovide  for  peraons  wbo  were  disatied 
hf  known  womds  reoeiTed  in  the  Revdutioiiary 
Wftv,"  -wlach  ei^dred  at  the  close  of  the  last  ses^ 
cioii  of  CoDjnress ;  and  in  concurrence  therewith, 

Rmtbeij  That  it  is  not  necessajry  or  expedient 
to  renve  the  act  in  said  resolution  mentioned. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
k  of  the  Gifh  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
i  on  Pensions  to  inquire  whether  an  v  amend* 
be  necessary  to  the  act,  en^tled  ^'An  act  to 
pHXTide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Rev<rfiitionary  war,"  appsoved  March  18th,  1818, 
th«  better  to  insure  the  execution  of  the  said  act, 
according  to  its  true  s|»irit  and  intention,  and  whe- 
ther it  l^  expedient  in  any  respect  to  amendor 
modify  said  act,  and  agreed  thereto. 
.  The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU  fcnr  the  relief 
of  Chmopber  Fowler  ^  and,  on  mention  by  .Mr. 
BiniRiu^  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
yoetpoied  until  the  second  Monday  in  Febhiary 
next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to 
regulate  and  fix  tne  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
the  ^yifer^it  offices,^  passed  the  20th  of  ApriL 
1818,''  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thflfeto  by  the  Committee  on  Finance ;  and,  the 
amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported to  the  House  amended  accordingl)[ ;  and, 
me  amendment  bein^  concurred  in,  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

AgreeaUy  to  the  order  of  the  day,  the  Senate 
resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wnole,  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
Section  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Lanm&n. 
the  fcvther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Baton  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Re$0i9td,  That  tbt  Committae  en  the  JndictBiy  be^ 
iiMtriicted  to  inquire  whether  any  ameDdmaatr  can- 
be  mmdfl  in  the  crimiDai  code  of  th»  United  Statee,  by 
whi^  to  punish  persons  guilty  of  forging  papen»  or 
Tonchcn  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  any  claims 
now,  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States. 

The  faitt  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and 
in  the  Distncl  of  Maine,  wns  read  a  third  time^ 

The  pBsaiOBNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  Slate,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  act 
of  OongraB^  pnsaed  2d  March.  1799,  entided  <'An 
a6t  to  revive  and  continue  in  force  certain  parts  of 
tfao  act  for  the  relief  and  protection  of  Ameriean 
seamen,  and  to  amend  the  same,"  containing  aW 
ttnets  of  all  the  returns  made  to  that  Department, 


S  the  collectors  of  the  difilereBt  ports^  for  the  years 
18  uid  1819;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  HuNTBtt  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brinff  in  a  bill)  to  continue  in^ 
force  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  re*^ 
ports  of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,"  ap- 
proved  the  3d  March,  1817. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  |ietidon  of  the  man- 
ufieusturers  of  boots  and'  shoes,  m  the  city  of  New- 
York,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the  importa* 
tion  of^  such  articles,  so  as  to  extend  to  them  an^ 
adequate  protection;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 


TuEsnAY,  January  11. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives' 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed- a 
bill,  entitled  "  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Sy|>- 
ley,  administrator  of  Thomas  BuckminsteiN  late 
lieutenant  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United 
States  infantry,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the 
concurrence  ot  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read  by  Unanimous  con** 
sent,^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
recommending  the  continuance  of  the  present  mode 
of  collecting  duties  on  importations,  but  in  favor  of 
levying  two  and  an  hall  per  cent,  upon  package 
sales,  and  of  five  per  cent,  for  sales  of  smaller  quan- 
tities, at  auctions,  with  certain  exceptions ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Comtlckittee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  al- 
lowii^  Sarah  AUen  the  bounty  land  and  pav  which 
woula  have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew, 
had  he  lived,  for  his  service  as  a  private  in  the  late 
war,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  petition  of  the  Le- 
g^islature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
right  of  pre-emption  may  be  extended  to  certain 
settlers  in  said  State,  as  stated  in  the  petition  $ 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on. 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  maldng 
further  ^ovision  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands: 
-and  the  Dill  vras  read,  and  passed  to  the  secona 
reading.  ^ 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com-^ 
nuttee  on  Military  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  to  officers  of  the  Army  a 
specific  sum  monthly,  in  lieu  of  their  present  pay, 
rations,  and  other  emoluments,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pablic  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  additional  districts  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  and 
agreed  tnereta 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  10th  instant,  for  instructing^  the  Corn- 
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mittee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendments  can  be  made  in  the  criminal  code  of 
the  United  States,  by  which  to  punish  persons 
guilty  of  forging  certain  vouchers,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury  Department  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  authorizing  payment  to  be  made  for 
certain  muskets  impressed  mto  the  service  of  the 
United  States  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  supplementary  to  th6 
act  entitled  ^  An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  clerks  in  the  dififerent  offices,' 
IMtssed  the  20th  of  April,  1818,"  was  read  a  third 
time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pbesident  of  the  UNiTEn  States  : 
'  To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

In  complimnce  with  •  resolution  of  the  Sentte,  of  the 
"SOth  of  Janutry,  1819,  requesting  me  ^  to  cause  a  re- 
port to  be  laid  before  them  at  their  next  sesspoo,  of 
such  facts  as  may  be  within  the  means  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain,  showing  how  ftu:  it  may  he  expedient, 
or  not,  to  provide  by  law  for  clothing  the  Army  with 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States,"  I  trans- 
mit "a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  which,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  comprehends  all  the 
information  required  by  the  Senate  in  their  resolution 
•foresaid. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washikotok,  Jan,  8,  1820. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report  and  documents,  was  read,  ai^d  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  ana  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  year  1819;"  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representative  of 
Philip  Barbour,  deceased ;"  and,  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

.  The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  La^hrop  Davis,  pray- 
ing an  increase  of  pension;  and,  m  conformity 
thereto,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Hightower;  and, 
in  conformity  thereto,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol 
lowing  motion  for  consideration: 


Resohed^  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiain 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
such  alterations  in  the  system  of  Indian  trade  as  will 
be  better  calculated  to  secure  the  peace  of  the  fron- 
tier, and  to  promote  the  civilization  and  happiness  of 
the  Indians. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  under  the 
rule  of  the  Senate  ^ate  42)  be  directed  to  inquire 
whether  any  regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  the 
number  of  copies  of  the  Journals  and  State  Papers 
hereafter  to  be  printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  tlie 
Senate. 

Mr.  Hunter  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  Mng 
in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  Sd-of  March,  1817 ; 
and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
readinff. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  for  the  Db- 
trict  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution for  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journal  of 
the  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 


WfinNEsnAY,  January  12. 

The  PREsinENT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  exhibiting  the  sums 
r^pectively  received  by  each  clerk  in  the  several 
offices  of  that  department,  for  services  rendered 
during  the  year  1819,  made  in  obedience  to  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  April  21, 1806,  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  compensation  of  clerks ;  and  the  report 
wzs  read. 

The  PREsinENT  also  communicated  the  petition 
of  John  Taylor,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  who 
was  a  mariner  on  board  the  revenue  cutter  Active, 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States;  and,  while  in 
the  discharge  of  such  service,  received  a  gunshot 
wound,  which  disabled  him,  and  praying  a  pen- 
sion in  consideration  thereof;  and  tne  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Thomas  Chapman,  collector  of  the  customs  for 
the  district  of  Georgetown,  in  the  State  of  South 
Carolina,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  CcMn- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cava- 
lier and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of 
land ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

MrTtloBBRTs,  from  the  Conmiittee  of  Claima, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Bar- 
ry and  Qeoive  Hodse,  made  a  report,  accompani- 
ed by  a  reBoiution,  that  the  petitioners  have  leave 
to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
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ckry,  to  whom  Wfts  referred  the  memorial  of  a 
iivmb»  of  merchants  of  Boston,  and  other  towns 
in  Massachusetts ;  a  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Ha^ 
yen,  Connecticut ;  a  memorial  of  merchants  and 
others  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  ''and  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
all  praying  ibr  the  passage  of  a  bankrupt  law,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy throu^out  the  United  States ;  and  the  bill 
ms  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committe,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  directing 
them  to  inquire  what  provisions  are  necessary  to 

f'ye  effect  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  in  the 
tate  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a 
di^rict  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  tenth  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
eiqiedieDey  of  proriding  by  law  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Surveyor  General  of  the  United  States 
lor  the  State  of  Louisiana,  whose  official  duties 
shall  be  confined  to  the  State,  and  agreed  thereta 

The  Sotate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eleventh  instant,  for  instructing  the 
conmiittee  appointed  under  the  rule  of  the  Senate, 
(late  42,)  to  mquire  whether  any  regulation  be  ne- 
cessary to  increase  the  number  of  copies  of  docu- 
ments hereafter  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Phineas  Col& 
of  New  Hampshire,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  petitioner  have  l^ve  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  fcH'ce  the  act,  entitled. 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1817,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands,  was  read  t]ke  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  *<  An  act  in  addition  to  the 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1819,"  was 
reaa  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
legal  representative  of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased," 
was  read  a  third  tiihe,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
payment  to  be  made  for  certain  mu^ets  impressed 
mto  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  the  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  for  the 
furtho'  distrilNition  of  the  Journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion which  Ibrmed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  togedier  with  theamendment  reported  there- 
to, by  the  Committee  for  the  District  oil  Columbia ; 
and  the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House,  amended  accordingly ;  and, 


the  unendment  being  concurred  in,  the  resolution 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 

The  Senate  resumed)  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay 
which  would  have  been  due  to  her  son  Samuel 
Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in 
the  late  war ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
passed  to  a  third  readitig. 

Mi.  Hunter  present^  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  town  of  Newport,  in  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island,  praying  that  a  provision  may  be  in- 
serted in  the  bill,  now  pending  before  Congress^ 
authorizing  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missoun 
to  form  a  State  government,  and  for  otner  purposes, 
forbidding  the  extension  of  slavery  in  said  State ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  W.  B. 
Irish  and  others,  reported  a  bill  for  altering  the 
times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Sheafe  and  others,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire,  represaiting  the  great  disadvantages 
experienced  by  American  shipping,  in  our  inter- 
course with  France,  and  other  foreign  nations,  and 
praying  relief;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  HoBERTs  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Brady,  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  renewal  of 
two  land  warrants  for  Revolutionary  bounty  lands, 
stated  to  have  been  deposited,  by  his  order,  in  the 
Land  Office^  and  which-  cannot  now  be  found ; 
and  the  petitidn  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consid^ation  of 
the  joint  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  Dickerson, 
to  amend  the  Constitution  so  as  toproduce  an  uni- 
form mode  of  dectine  Electors  ot  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  and  members 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  objec- 
tions at  large  to  the  poucy  of  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  proposed  to  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  DiCKBRsoN  replied,  and  supported  his  pro- 
position! 

He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Morril,  in  favor  of 
the  proposition ;  and,  after  some  incidental  remarks 
by  Mr.  Dana,  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject  was.  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  postponed 
to  Wednesaay  next. 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

The  resolution,  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  making  further  provision  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  Indians,  and 
for  securing  the  peace  of  the  frontiers,  came  up  for 
consideration — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  that  the  reso- 
lution originatea  in  a  perusal  of  the  report  on  that 
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iiB|K>rtant  moYeaieiit  of  the  Gorenunent  called 
the  Yellow  Ston^  Expedition.  It  was  my  inten- 
tion, yesterday,  to  have  given  a  summary  of  my 
yiews  in  relation  to  that  subject ;  but  declined  it, 
from  the  conviction  that  a  more  suitable  opportu- 
nity would  ofier,  on  the  maturity  of  some  measure 
which  must  grow  out  of  it.  Tne  measure  which 
the  resolution  contemplates  is  in  accordance  with 
the  policy  pumied  by  the  Government,  from  its 
commencement,  in  rdatien  to  the  natives,  the 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  the  blessings  of 
civilization:  and  not  a  system  of  annihilation. 
The  great  means  of  influence  oyer  the  sons  of  the 
forest,  are,  trade  and  intercourse ;  and  as  nothing 
can  restmm  the  elects  of  thi^  influence,  they  should 
be  wisely  regulated.  It  is  a  fact,  estaUished  both 
by  the  report  alluded  to,  and  the  most  authentic 
information,  that  the  avarice  and  profligacy  of  In- 
dian traders  has  often  had  a  direct  tendency  to 
counteract  the  benign  effects  of  this  policy,  and  to 
circumscribe  the  influence  of  benevolent  societies, 
di^oted  to  the  work  of  their,  instruction  in  the  pre- 
cepts of  Christianity. 

While  we  have  an  army,  its  principal  strength 
should  be  seated  upon  the  western  waters.  The  mil- 
itary establishments  about  to  be  made^  an  more 
impprtant  in  the  consequences  which  they  in- 
volye,  than  those  of  any  former  period.  It  is 
expected,  by  every  part  of  the  nation,  that  the 
plan  of  the  Executive  will  be  prosecuted  to  its 
utmost  design.  Previous  to  this  movement  of 
the  War  Department,  our  whole  Northwest^n 
frontier,  from  the  waters  of  Green  Bay  to  the  Ar- 
kansas, was  proiected  by  a  sin^e  regunent.  By 
the  present  arranjg^ement,  it  has  three  times  that 
force  assigned  to  it,  which  is  still  but  a  small  pro- 
portion,  compared  with  the  magnitude  of  the  ob- 
ject. The  most  happy  results  are  combined  in 
this  change.  The  greatest  and  most  exposed  ter- 
ritorial frontier  of  me  whole  nation  now  enjoys 
security;  while  the  positions  taken  are  equally 
favoffahle  to  the  protection  of  our  most  defenceless 
maritime  frontier,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  through 
which  all  the  commerce  of  the  West  must  pass. 
The  stations  selected  are  well  calculated  to  pre- 
serve the  health  of  the  troops ;  and,  in  case  of 
danger,  the  facility  and  rapklity  of  the  movement 
down  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributary  streams 
would  meet  in  time  the  most  sudden  invasion. 

To  maintain  these  military  posts,  and  to  occupy 
them  with  a  due  proportion  of  our  Army,  I  con- 
ceive, 8iiiU>  be  a  legitimate  object  of  expenditure ; 
and  the  Western  sections  of  me  Union  expect  a 
continuance  of  these  operations. 

I  shall  ever  consider  it  my  duty  to  promote  the 
disbursement  of  a  fair  proportion  of  public  money 
in  the  West,  when  it  can  oe  done  to  the  benefit  of 
Uie  whole  community.  There  are  many  objects 
of  that  character,  some  of  which  it  may  become 
necessary  for  me  to  i)resent  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Senate ;  for  I  giy.e  it  as  my  opinion,  and  I 
believe  it  aiso  to  be  in  accordance  with  that  of 
the  Treasury  Departm^t,  that  a  reasonable  ex- 
penditure for  objects  of  national  utility  in  the 
West  will  not  diminish  the  revenue,  nor  increase 
the  amount  of  the  financial  deficiency.    What  is 


thuis  circulated  will  go  into  the  hands  of  the  PQC^- 
nle;  and,  by  enabling  them  to  purchase  pooltC' 
iakids,  and  inake  payments  on  debts  already  coo^ 
traded  under  fairer  prospects,  would  return  intO' 
the  public  cofiBsrs.  The  revenue  in  the  West^  I 
presume,  has  now  accumulated  to  a  miUtoa  ana  & 
half  of  dollars,  which  cannot  be  withdrawn  at 
this  time,  without  draining  it  of  all  the  silver  and 
^old  which  it  contains,  to  the  ruin  of  dmusands  of 
Its  most  meritorious  citizen^ 

As  to  the  economy  "w^uch  has  been  observed  obl 
this  point,  no  individual  will  charge  the  W*ar.  U^^r 
partment  with  extmvagance.  Any  gentleman  who 
will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  examine  the  trans- 
actions of  that  Departinent,  will  be  fttUy  satisfied 
that  the  most  rigid  economy  has  beai  unifonnljF 
obseryed  ever  since  the  administration  of  it  d^ 
volved  upon  the  present  incumbent  In  this  paif- 
ticular  case  the  only  fear  is,  that  the  desire  of  ex- 
ecuting this  object  at  a  small  expense^  nouiy  retard 
its  accom^ishment  beyonad  the  penod  contem- 
plated. 

In  condudiiu;  I  shall  obeenre,  that  economy,  ai 
all  times,  shouM  be  regarded  as  a  national  virtec^ 
and  b  especially  desirable  at  this  moment;  but 
the  whole  nation  is  deeply  interested  in  this  Miii^ 
tary  Establishment,  and  its  accomplishment  is 
confidently  expected  by  that  section  which  I  hM/wm 
the  honor,  in  part,  to  represent 

[The  r^oltttion  was  agreed  ta] 


Thursday,  January  13. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes,'^  r^orted  the 
same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memorial  of  tba 
Governors  of  the  New  York  Ho^tal,  rdative  to 
distressed  American  seamen  relieved  by  that  institu- 
tion, and  praying  remuneration ;  .and  the  memorisl 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Kino  presented  the  memorial  of  toe  repre- 
sentatives of  the  county  of  Monroe  in  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Alabama,  jpraying,  in  hdb^U 
of  their  constituents,  that  the  lot  containiUjg  the 
court-house,  and  three  adioining  lots,  making  a 
square,  in  the  town  of  Claiborne,  the  seat  of  justice 
for  said  county,  for  the  county  buildings,  may  be> 
vested  in  the  county,  for  the  use  and  benefit  ot  tb* 
same,  free  of  any  cnarge;  and  the  manorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pubiiii 
Lands. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Charlton  and  Elisha  Douglas,  ot  the  District  of 
Maine,  praying  pensions,  made  a  report,  aecom* 
nanied  by  a. resolution,  that  thtf  petitioners  have 
leave  to  wididraw  their  petition.  The  report  woi 
resolution  were  read. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  allowing  Sarah  Alkft 
the  bounty  and  pay  which  would  Imve  been  due 
to  her  scm  SamiMl  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  ser** 
vices  as  a  private  in  the  late  \<rar,"  was  read  a  third 
time^  and  passed. 
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The  resolution  for  Uie-further  distribation  of  tlie 
Joornai  of  the  CoaveBtioa  which  formed  the  Coin 
stitauon  of  the  United  StiUes  was  read  a  third 
niB&  as  amended,  and  passed. 

T  ne  hiO  aothodzing  payment  to  be  m^e  for 
certain  muskets  impressea  mto  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  was  read  a  third  time>  and  passed. 

MAINB  A^I>  MISaOURI. 

The  Sennte  having  taken  up  the  biD  from  the 
Boose  of  Representatives,  for  the  admission  of 
tbe  State  of  Maine  into  tne  Union,  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  together  with  the 
ameadmuLt  reportSj  thereto,  bv  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  which  amendment  embraces  provisions 
for  anthori^ng  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
soori  to  form  a  convention,  &c.,  preparatory  to 
their  admission  into  the  Union-r 

Mr.  Roberts,  of  Pennsylvania,  rosQ,  and  said 
he  fdt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  try  the  merits  of  these 
two  subjects,  by  a  preliminary  motion  to  this 
efifect: 

"  That  the  hill  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of 
Mtioe  into  the  Union,  and  the  amendment  thereto 
r»orted,  bo  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
with  instmctions  so  to  modify  its  provisions  as  to  ad- 
mit the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union"  (divested  of 
te  amendment  embracing  Missouri.) 

Mr.  RoBBRTS  said,  that  the  question  involved 
in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
nuttee>  would  probably  excite  much  feeling*  For 
himsdf,  however,  he  was  determined  to  prepare  to 
meet  it  with  the  temper  and  moderation  which 
were  doe  to  it.  But  he  wished,  in  entering  upon 
ity  there  should  be  the  most  periect  regularity,  and 
the  most  full  opportunity  for  discussion.  The 
question  of  the  aimussion  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
was  one  question ;  that  of  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri anoUier;  and  that  of  uniting  the  two  in  one 
hOl,  was  a  distinct  question,  for  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining an  unexnbarrassed  decision  on  which  he 
had  sumnitted  the  present  motion.  Mr.  R.  advert- 
ed to  the  progress,  m  the  Senate,  of  the  proposition 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union.  Very 
early  in  the  session,  he  said,  a  communication  had 
been'  received  from  a  rep^ular  source,  that  a  con- 
vention of  the  people  of  Maine,  duly  authorized 
thereto  by  an  act  oi  the  Legidature  of  Massachu- 
setts, had  met  and  formed  a  constitution  of  State 
government  A  bill  had  been  duly  reported,  by  a 
committee,  for  the  admisnon  of  the  State  of  Mame 
into  the  Union,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
a  particular  day.  On  that  day,'  and  on  successive 
following  days,  it  was  postponed,  for  various  rea- 
son^ OB  account  of  the  absence  of  Members  from 
difl^rent  seetbns  of  the  Union.  At  that  time,  Mr. 
R.  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  there  was  an  intention 
to  connect  the  two  subjects  of  Maine  and  Missouri ; 
unt^  a  member  ^om  Virginia,  in  moving  a  further 
postponement  of  the  bill,  stated  that  he  had  some 
notion  of  endeavoring  to  connect  the  two  questions. 
This  proceeding  stmckhim,  on  comparing  it  with 
the  UBOal  order  of  proceedings  in  this  House,  as  a 
little  curious,  to  say  the  least  of  it — though  he  did 
not  mention  it  as  a  matter  for  censure,  but  as  a 
mere  statement  of  facts.    On  the  29th  of  Decem- 


ber, ^ud  h^  we  find  a  memorial  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  Missouri  is  taken  from  the  files  of  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 
Some  days  afterwards,  a  message  is  received  from 
the  House  of  Representatives,  transmitting  a  hill 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  which 
is  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and,  the 
two  subjects  beinff  thus  before  the  same  committee, 
they  reported  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
by  way  of  a  rider  to  the  bill  which  came  from  the 
other  House  for  the  admission  of  Maine.  This, 
Mr.  R.  said,  was  an  extraordinary  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, which  ought  to  be  met  at*  the  threshold ; 
and  he  knew  not  how  it  could  be  more  directlv 
met  than  by.  the  motion  which  he  had  submitted. 
The  motion  to  recommit,  he  said,  was  a  regular 
motion,  but  was  not  to  be  made,  he  admitte<^  hot. 
in  extra<»rdinary  cases*  This  was  a  case  of  that 
description,  tie  appealed  to  gentlemen  whether 
it  wa»  regular  or  even  jusjtifiabie  to  ccmneet  in  one^ 
bill  two  subjects  totally  distinct,  as  these  in  reality 
are?  Maine,  he  said,  was  a  part  of  the  old  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States;  her  constitution  wa« 
already  formed,  with  the  consent  of  the  State  from 
which  she  was  to  be  sq)arated :  there  was  no  dis* 
pute  about  her  limits,  vHiich  were  de&^ed,  nor 
about  the  justice  of  her  claim  to  admission,  which 
was  admitted.  There  were  many  doubts  about 
Missouri,  with  respect  to  her  extent,  boundaries^ 
and  population,  without  regard  to  other  questions 
which  might  arise  respecting  her  constitution,  dU. 
The  cases  of  Kentucky  and  Vermont  had  been 
cited  as  a  precedent  for  this  proceeding  ^  but,  Mr. 
R.  said,  they  were  admitted  by  separate  bills,  passed 
at  difterent  periods  of  the  same  session.  Mr.  .R. 
said,  for  his  part,  he  had  no  objection  that  the  two 
biUs  for  the  admission  of  Maine  and  Missonid 
should  pass  on  the  same  day ;  but  they  ought  to 
pass  separately  and  independently  of  each  other. 
Standing,  as  they  did,  on  different  grounds^  thfsy^ 
ought  to  be  decided  on  their  own  merits. 

Mr.  Smith^  of  South  Carolina,  said^  as  chairman, 
of  the  committee  which  reported  the  amendinent, 
according  to  the  ordinary  usage  when  opposition 
arose,  it  became  his  duty  to  explain  the  reasons 
whicn  operated  with  them  in  making  that  repcnrt, 
although  the  motion  before  the  Senate  dia  not 
present  an^  distinct  objection  to  it,  but  onlyr  sought 
to  modify  it.  If  the  ooject  of  the  resolution  was 
to  make  the  admission  of  Maine  a  part  of  the  bill,, 
the  motion  was  nugatory,  because  Maine  was  al- 
ready in  the  bill,  as  it  came  from  the  House  of 
Rquresentatives ;  and  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  introducing  what  was  already  there, 
could  answer  no  sensible  purpose.  If  the  object 
was,  to  exclude  Missouri,  for  the  want  of  formal- 
ity, or  simplici^  in  the  nill.  the  resolution  ought 
to  be  rejected.  There  could  be  no  good  reason 
why  they  should.be  separated.  The  subject  mat- 
ter was  perfectly  congenial ;  and  it  was  a  correct 
rule  in  legislation  to  incorporate  in  the  same  statfite 
all  subjects  that  were  homog:eneouSy  and  this  prin- 
ciple accorded  with  the  umform  practice  of  the 
Senate.  But,  if  it  had  for  its  object  the  admission 
of  Maine,  and  the  total  exclusion  of  Missouri  from 
the  privilege  of  a  pla^e  in  the  Union,  upon  an 
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equal  footinj^  with  the  original  States,  it  became 
more  objectionable. 

By  the  first  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided  that 
"new  States  may  be  admitted  by  tne  Congress 
'  into  this  Union ;  but  no  hew  State  shall  be  formed 
'  or  erected  within  the  jurisdiction  of  any  orfier 
<  State ;  nor  any  State  be  formed  by  the  sanction 

*  of  two  or  more  States,  or  parts  of  States,  without 

*  the  consent  of  the  States  concerned  as  well  as  of 

*  the  Congress."  This  part  of  the  Constitution 
relates  as  well  to  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
newly  acquired  territory,  as  it  did  tb  new  States, 
to  be  formed  from  the  old  States;  so  that  no  ob- 
jection upon  the  ground  of  incongruity  could  be 
raised  from  that  quarter.  It  was  still  the  admis- 
sion of  States,  imder  the  same  authority,  into  the 
same  Union,  to  be  governed  by  the  same  laws,  and 
the  same  Constitution.  The  difierence  in  the  de- 
tails of  the  separate  sections  in  the  bill,  was  no 
groimd  for  separation.  The  details  of  one  formed 
a  separate  discussion  to  that  of  the  other,  but  that 
was  applicable  to  all  bills  which  contained  Sepa- 
rate sections.  Separate  and  distinct  subjects  must, 
and  do,  exist,  in  the  same  bill,  in  every  day's  prac- 
tice in  this  Setiate.  Numerous  cases  might  be 
Iwrought  to  view. 

If  any  difference  did  exist  between  the  two  cases 
now  before  you,  the  preference  was  in  favor  of 
Missouri.  The  assent  of '  Congress  must  first  be 
had  before  Maine  can  be  admitted ;  Congress  was 
bound  to  admit  Missouri,  whenever  she  presented 
herself  with  such  a  population  as  ^ou  imve  been 
accustomed  to  reco^ise  as  sufiOicient  in  other 
cases,  which  Missouri  now  tenders,  and  claims  her 
ri^ht  of  admission.  This  claim  to  the  riffht  of 
admission,  oil  the  part  of  Missouri,  is  foimded  on 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  cession  under 
which  the  United  States  acquired  the  territory  of 
Louisiana  in  full  dominion.  That  article  of  the 
treaty  is  so  explicit  and  definite  it  cannot  be  ques- 
tioned. It  says,  "The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
'  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  pos- 
'  sible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
'  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rij^hts, 
'  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
'  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall 
^  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 

*  which  they  profess."  The  terms  here  prescnbed 
are  imperative.  Here  is  no  condition  annexed; 
but  they  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  This 
treaty  has  become  a  part  of  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  It  is  made  so  by  the  Constitu^on  itself,  and 
is  as  obligatory  as  the  Constitution  can  be.  The 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States  are 
made  competent  to  form  any  treaty  they  may  deem 
proper,  and  such  treaty  is  aosolutely  binding  to  ^e 
fullest  extent  of  its  stipulations.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion, the  words  used  are  as  appropriate  as  any  in 
the  English  langua^.  To  incorporate,  is  defined, 
by  a  distinguished  lexicographer,  in  these  words. 
"  to  mingle  different  ingredients,  so  as  they  shall 
make  one  mass."  In  addition  to  this  is  the  com- 
prdiensive  and  appropriate  word  Union.     This 


makes  Missouri  as  much  a  component  part  of  the 
Union  as  Maine,  and  as  much  an  object  of  its  care 
and  protection.  Where^  then,  exists  the  incongru- 
ity which  forbids  their  junction  in  the  same  bill  ? 
By  this  treaty  an  express  stipulation  is  entered  into, 
in  words  as  definite  and  appropriate  as  any  the 
English  language  affords,  to  secure  their  rignts  of 
lib^y  and  property.  But  this  is  said  to  be  no  more 
than  the  formula  of  a  treaty.  It  would  afibrd  but 
a  poor  consolation  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  country 
which,  in  the  destiny  of  nations,  may  be  transfer- 
red from  one  sovereign  to  another^  to  be  told,  that 
all  the  plain  and  sensible  stipulations  securing  to 
them  their  most  sacred  rights  and  dearest  privi- 
leges, are  but  the  formula  of  a  treaty.  It  is  an 
obligation  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged 
to  fulfil.  Are  there  any  rights  attached  to  Mauie 
that  ought  to  be  more  sacredly  guarded  than  those 
of  Missouri,  guarantied  by  this  treaty  ?  If  there 
are  not,  why  should  Maine  claim  to  approach  this 
high  station  alone,  disdaining  and  avoiding  MLi»- 
souri  as  her  associate? 

The  Constitution  in  all  its  features  points  to 
Union.  To  secure  a  perfect  Union,  it  has  manjr 
provisions  securing  equal  rights  to  th&  several 
States.  And  with  this  view  it  has  ordained, 
among  other  things,  that  "  no  tax  or  duty  shall  be 

*  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State.  No 
'  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  re^rulation  of 

*  commerce  "or  revenue  to  the  ports  m  one  State 

*  over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to 
'  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or 

*  pay  duties  in  another."  In  another  section  it 
says,  "the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States."  The  preamble  of  the  Constitution 
inculcates,  in  the  strongest  terms,  justice  and 
Union. 

This,  and  many  other  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution, point  directly  to  an  union  of  interest,  and  a 
perfect  equality  of  rights ;  all  of  which  demonstrate 
Maine  and  Missouri  to  be  of  the  same  subject- 
matter,  and  the  same  family  of  cases,  and  fit  and 
proper  subjects  to  be  incorporated  in  the  same  bill^ 
which  shall  lead  them  hand  in  hand  into  the  great 
family  of  the  nation. 

The  right  of  Missouri  to  admission  into  the 
Union  on  an  equal  footinc^  with  the  orijc^inal 
States,  if  not  paramount  to  that  of  Maine,  is  m  all 
respects  equal,  Maine  is  now  fully  represented 
in  ix)th  branches  of  the  National  Legislature.  As 
a  part  of  Massachusetts  she  has  the  full  benefit 
of  all  the  talents  of  two  gentlemen  in  the  Sen- 
ate, of  distinguished  abilities;  in  the  House  of 
Rq)resentatives  she  has  all  the  benefit  flowing 
from  the  talents  of  twenty  distinguished  ^tie- 
men.  The  voice  of  Missouri  is  not  heard  m  the 
Senate ;  she  is  dependant  on  strangers  to  present 
her  fi^rievances  and  demand  her  rights;  whilst  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  she  is  permitted,  as 
a  special  favor,  to  send  a  delegate,  with  the  poor 
privilege  of  uttering  their  complaints,  without  the 
smallest  share  of  power  to  redress  them ;  and  this 
is  ^ven,  not  of  ru^ht,  but  as  a  boon.  At  home, 
Maine  is  ill  the  ftdl  possession  of  all  the  attributes 
of  self-government ;  Missouri  b  in  a  state  of  vas- 
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sabge,  with  only  the  permissiye  gorenunent  of  a 
oolaiif .  With  the  high  claim,  on  her  side,  to  the 
same  aoyereignty  with  the  original  States  to  form 
a  constitation,  as  Maine  has  done,  for  ner  own 
seLf-groYonmeiit,  guaranteeing  to  her  citizens  all 
the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  your  committee,  who  report- 
ed the  amendment,  could  not  perceive  any  parlia- 
mentary practice  which  opposed  the  union  of  these 
two  anphcants  in  the  same  hill. 

If  tne  object  of  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
motion  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
Tania^  (Mr.  Robcrts,)  intend,  by  separating  the 
two  questions,  to  give  Maine  precedency,  in  point 
of  rank,  among  the  other  States^  as  that  gentleman 
would  seem  to  intimate,  by  bringing  to  our  view 
the  contention  which  pi^vailed  bitwieen  Vermont 
and  Kentucky,  which  were.contemporaneous  appli- 
cants for  adinission  into  the  Union,  he.  Mr.  S., 
would  have  no  objection  to  gratify  gentlemen  by^ 
fo«w»^|ting  to  the  seiiiority  of  Maine  ^  and,  if  it 
should  b^er  comport  with  their  wishes,  he  would 
even  consent  that  Maine  should  take  ner  station 
next  to  her  ^der  sister.  New  Hampshire.  There- 
fere,  he  hoped  that  ground  would  not  be  suffered 
to  oroose  tneir  union  in  the  same  bill. 

Mr.  S.  said«  it  was  hardly  to  be  supposed  that 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  these  United  States, 
so  early  after  throwing  off  their  colonial  character, 
and  emerging  from  a  state  of  vassalage,  and  rising 
to  a  state  of  independence,  could,  wr  a  moment, 
think  of  separating  into  different  castesy  like  the 
Hindoos  of  Asia,  and  like  Uiem,  too,  disposed  to 
mterdict  all  communications,  both  political,  re- 
hgioas,  and  moral,  lest  thereby  they  might  be  con- 
taminated, and  doomed  to  everlasting  and  irre- 
trterable  imparity.  Thisfwould  be  arroeating  to 
themselves  too  high  a  station  in  their  eany  career 
of  liberty  and  eqirality.  so  dear  to  Americans. 

With  this  view  of  tne  subject,  he  could  see  no 
objection  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Mbllen,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  as  he  had 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  convention,  prayinc^ 
for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and, 
as  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  section  of  Massa- 
chusetts, it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  he  felt  an 
interest  in  the  success  of  the  Dill  under  considera- 
tion. 1  do,  sir,  said  he,  feel  an  interest;  and 
thoQsh  on  a  former  occasion  I  have  expressed,  in 
the  Senate,  my  sentiments^  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
let of  the  separation  of  Mame  from  Massachusetts, 
and  have  elsewhere  frankly  of^posed  the  measure 
then  in  contemplation,  circumstances  have  since 
given  anew  aspect  to  the  question:  sui  immense 
majority  of  the  peoi^e  of  Maine  nave  declared 
their  opinion  in  favor  of  dissolving  their  connex- 
ion with  Massachusetts,  and  becoming  an  inde- 
pendent State;  Massachusetts  has  consented  to 
their  wishes ;  a  constitution  has  been  formed  in  a 
sgitii  of  harmony,  and  it  has  been  accepted  by  the 
peo^e  by  a  vote  almost  unanimous.  In  this  state 
of  things  I  cheerfully  yield  my  own  opinion,  and 
am  disposed  to  join  the  general  wish,  and  aid  in 
such  measures  as  are  stiQ  necessary  to  the  cotor 
pLetio)k  of  the  great  object  in  view.    With  this 


avowal  I  proceed,  sir,  to  state,  that  I  am  opposed 
to  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee.  I 
am  opposed  to  it  for  several  reasons.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  the  l)ill  on  the  table  has  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  the  simfdest  fonoi — 
merely  declarmg  the  assent  of  Conffress  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  &e  bill,  so  pass- 
ed, has  been  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence ; 
in  the  usual  course  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  they  haye  reported  it, 
with  an  amendment,  consisting  of  a  lon^  bill  for 
authorizing  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  as^a 
preliminary  step  towards  her  admission  into  the 
Union  at  a  future  dav.  I  confess,  Mr.  President, 
I  did  not  anticipate  tnis  course ;  I  had  no  author- 
ity to  expect  it;  for  though  I  am  young  in  legis- 
lation, I  am  informed  by  those  wh^are  experienosd, 
that  such  an  amendment  is  a  perfect  novelty,  to 
say  the  least  of  it  I  have  always  found,  sir,  that 
the  most  correct  course  for  a  man  of  business  to 
pursue  is  to  adopt  the  very  simj^e  rule  of  doing 
one  thing  at  a  time,  and.  doing  it  fairly  and  faith- 
fully ;  that  the  proper  mode  of  deciding  causes  in 
a  court  of  justice,  or  questions  in  a  legislative  body, 
is  to  examine  them  distinctly,  and  decide  each 
cause  and  each  question  upon  its  own  merits ;  and, 
in  order  to  ascertain  those  merits,  apidy  principles 
cmd  proof  without  confusion  or  embarrassment. 
I  am  desirous,  sir,  that,  on  the  present  Occasion, 
this  plain  old-lashioncki  mode  ot  proceeding  may 
be  adopted  and  pursued.  It  would  be  considered 
as  a  singular,  departure  from  the  ordinary  rules  of 
managing  the  concerns  of  a  court,  to  try  two  causes 
between  different  parties  at  the  same  moment  and 
by  the  same  jury ;  and  for  the  judge  to  instruct 
this  jur]^  that  they  must,  at  all  events^,  return  their 
verdict  in  both  causes  for  the  plaintifis,  or  both  for 
the  defendants,  without  any  regard  to  the  discrim- 
inating merits  of  the  causes^  and  it  would  cer- 
tainly appear  more  strange  still,  if,  in  one  of  the 
causes,  there  were  no  doubt  or  question  about  its 
justice ;  and  yet  that  it  must  be  sacrificed  in  com- 
pany with  the  other,  because  the  jury  could  not 
agree  in  a  verdict  as  to  this  other.  The  case  I 
have  now  stated  shows  the  impropriety  of  this 
junction  of  the  two  bills.  This  is  not  consonant 
to  the  usage  in  similar  cases.  I  refer  to  Kentucky 
and  Vermont;  they  were  both  admitted  into  the 
Union  at  the  same  session,  with  an  interval  of 
only  a  few  days,  and  yet  separate  acts  of  Congress 
were  passed  for  the  purpose. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  stated  that  Maine  stands 
fair  as  a  oandidiUe  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
Why,  then,  should  her  application  be  refused  or 
delayed  ?  Massachusetts  consents,  the  population 
is  nearly  three  hundred  thousand,  tne  district  is  ex- 
tensive in  territory^  and  rising  in  respectability  and 
rq>utation.  Notmng  now  remains  but  the  consent 
of  Coneress  to  enabte  her  to  assume  the  high  and 
honorafie  character  of  an  independent  State,  wad 
reach  that  elevation  to  which  she  has  so  long  be^ 
aspiring.  In  the  next  place,  Mr.  President,  it  is 
impossmle  not  to  perceive  the  manifest  difference 
between  the  two  bills.  They  bear  no  resemblance 
to  each  other.  The  one  gives  the  simjde  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  admission  of  Maine,  and  operates 
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UMtanter ;  tke  crm^idttient,  or  Missoor i  bill,  is  pro- 
speotiye^  and  has  rektion  to  sereral  acts  to  be  per- 
formed in  future.  It  anthorizes  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  on  certain  princi- 
ples) and  proposes  terms  and  conditions  which  she 
may  aec^^t  or  reject  at  her  i^easure.  The  con- 
^kution,  when  formed,  is  to  to  submitted  to  Con- 
gress, and  if  the^r  then  think  proper,  they  may, 
next  session,  admit  bar  into  the  Union,  and  cannot 
at  an  earlier  period;  and  yet  these  two  bilk  are 
eonmdeivd  so  mtimatelv  connected  in  principle  and 
object  that  the  honoraUe  chairman  of  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  has  observed  that  the  eommitlee 
eould  see  no  good  reason  why  they  should^  not  be 
ittited  in  one. 

i  wisli,  Mr.  President,  die  committee  could  haine 
stated  to  the  filkBate  any  good  reason  why  diey 
should  be  thus  united.  I'his  union  has  been  pleas- 
antly caMed  (though  with^me  confusion  of  sexes,) 
&  manriage  between  Maine  and  Missouri  -,  but  they 
appear  in  awk*wa^  circumstances.  I  admit  the 
inaitiage  is  not  unlawful  by  reason  of  consanguin- 
ity ;  on  tke  contrary,  the  parties  nerer  saw  each 
^tiMr  until  a  we^  ago ;  and  now,  at  ^  rery  altar, 
one  of  them  is  protesting  against  the  connexion. 

Mr.  President,  we  all  understand  this  course  of 
proceedinff ;  and  though  on  this  motion  to  recom- 
mit the  bul  for  the  purpose  of  rdiering  it  from  the 
amendment,  we  are  not  admitted  to  dbcuss  the 
6t«at  quejstion  which  we  are  idl  anticipating  in  re- 
lation to  Missouri,  yet  it  is  impossible  not  to  per- 
ceive the  object  in  view  in  this  joinder  of  the  bill ;  j 
and  to  perceive  that  a  long  and  kborious  investi- 
gation of  the  Missouri  question  will  take  place. ' 
upon  which  a  final  decision  may  not  be  had  till  | 
near  die  close  of  the  session.    In  this  view  of  the  I 
subjeet,  peculiar  difficulties  and  embarrassments  [ 
Resent  themselves,  both  as  to  Massachusetts  and  j 
Maine.    The  Senate  will  recollect  that,  by  the  | 
terms  of  the  act  of  sepamtion,  passed  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  Massachusetts  in  June  last,  the  consent 
of  that  Commonwealth  was  ^ven  on  the  condi- 
tion that  Maine  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
before  the  4th  of  March  next.    This  arrangement 
was  necessary,  because  the  annual  election  ot  State 
€ificen  is  to.be  made  onUie  first  Monday  of  ApriL 
That  Legislature  is  now  in  session,  in  a  state  of 
utter  uncertainty  as  to  the  eoune  they  are  to  pur- 
isue.    Numerous  alterations  are  to  be  made,  suited 
lo  lite  change  of  cireumstanoes  produced  by  the 
separation  of  Maine.    The  Commonwealth  is  to 
be  -distrieted  anew  for  the  choice  of  Counsellors  j 
-imd  Senators ;  the  eircuhs  of  their  Supreme  Comrt 
to  be  arranged  according  to  die  new  order  of 
things ;  and  yet,  embarrassment  here  produces  it 
there.    All  is  in  susp^ise  and  unoertamty. 

With  respect  to  Maine,  this  delay  and  embarrass- 
iHent  18  producing  greater  an^ety  and  derange- 
ment stifl,  and  w3l,  in  all  probability,  completely 
defeat  all  their  objects,  and  render  inCTtbctual  those 
measures  wbich  have  been  adopted  by  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine,  relating  to^this  expected  separa- 
tion. Thus  far,  all  the  proc^dings  connected  with 
this  subject  have  been  matured  on  the  part  of 
Maine,  preparatory  to  her  entrance  on  the  career 
of  indepeBoence.  ^ 


If  the  proposed  measures  with  respect  to  tiiis 
bill  are  to  be  sanctioned,  the  hopes  of  the  good 
people  of  Maine  will  be  disappomted,.  and  their 
prospects  all  overcast.  They  have  advanced  to  the 
very  confines  of  the  "promised  land,"  and  are  lust 
pr^ring  to  enter  and  possess  it ;  but  they  will  be 
compell«i  to  turn  aside  and  leave  it,  dissatisfied 
and  disheartened.  In  using  this  language,  si^  I 
sincerely  believe  I  do  no  more  than  express  tne 
sentiments  and  feelinRs  of  a  vast  majoritv  of  diat 
people ;  and,  intrusted,  as  I  am,  with  thev  memo- 
rial to  Congress,  it  is  my  duty  to  represent  thcsn 
truly,  and  state  those  feelings  and  sentiments  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  close  my  observations 
without  again  calling  the  attention  of  hbnoraUe 
gentlemen  to  the  principle  of  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. As  well  might  a  bill  for  increasing  the 
duty  on  foreign  manufactures  for  the  purpose  of 
protecting  domestic,  be  united  wi^  one  for  estab- 
lishing a  unifonn  system  of  bankruptcy,  calling 
one  bijl  "Section  1,^'  atidtheoAer  "Section  2," 
as  is  done4n  the  present  instance.  In  such  a  man- 
ner, various  interests,  support,  and  opposition  might 
all  be  brought  into  operation  at  once,  but  in  a  man- 
ner not  the  most  happily  calculated  for  the  inves- 
tigation of  truth  and  correctness  of  decision.  The 
tendency,  if  ndt  the  design  of  the  union  of  subiects 
is,  to  induce  a  man  to  give  up  a  measure  whicn  he 
sanctions  and  is  anxious  to  promote^  or  else  give 
up  an  opinion,  which  in  his  conscience  he  bdieves 
to  be  right,  for  the  sake  of  obtaining  his  object. 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  to  the  advyj- 
cates  01  the  Maine  bill  this  plain  proposition :  If 
you  will  do  what  you  believe  to  be  wrong,  we  wffl 
do  what  all  admit  to  be  rij^ht ;  and  we  cannot  con- 
sent to  do  it,  in  this  particular  case,  on  any  other 
terms.  The  answer  to  such  a  proposition  is  obvi- 
I  respectfully  appeal  to  the  candor  of  honor- 


ous. 


able  ^fentlemen,  wneto^  any  question  ought  to  be 
associated  &nd  embarmssed  in  thb  manner ;  whe^ 
ther  it  is  calculated  to  increase  the  independence 
of  legi^tion,  or  render  the  avenues  to  truth  more 
direct  and  plain  7  Maine,  in  her  application  to 
Congress,  stands  in  no  need  of  aid  from  Missouri. 
It  is  Missouri  that  leans  on  Main^  for  support.  It 
would  seem  from  this  that  she  needs  support. 
Whenever  the  Missouri  question  shall  ootne  regu- 
larly under  discussion,  my  sentiments  shall  be  er- 
prcsssed;  till  then,  I  am  silent  in  relation  to  it  But 
^ould  I,  for  any  reason,  be  opposed  to  the  admis- 
sion of  Missowi,  or  be  imwillmg  to  authorize  her 
to  ihake  a  constitution  of  the  unrestricted  Und 
presented  to  us  in  this  amendment,  this  circum- 
stance fiimidies  also  a  strong  objection,  in  my 
mind,  to  the  union  of  the  two  sumects.  I  lK)pe, 
sir,  the  motion  to  recommit  the  Inll,  with  instruc- 
tions to  restore  it  to  its  original  form,  will  prevail. 
Mr.  SMtTfi  said,  with  respect  to  me  pnnci{deB 
which  had  jg^overned  the  Congress  in  the  admission 
of  Territories  to  the  privileges  of  independent 
States,  that  the  population  of  the  State  g£  <Mo. 
when  admitted,  was  but  14,000;  the  population  of 
Indiana  was  but  67,000;  that  of  Mississiroi  only 
about  37,000 ;  that  of  Illinois  about  40,000 ;  whilst 
the  pqpmation  of  Missouri  was  stated,  in  the  me- 
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moml  of  the  Lwidature,  «t  one  Inuidrcd  thou- 
mody  twdre  monUis  ago,  and  was  then,  and  imd 
aace  been,  lapidlj  increaaii^. 

Mi.  Llotd,  of  Manrluid,  expressed  kis  hope 
tbat  the  motion  irhich  nad  been  made  hf  the  gen- 
tleman firom  Pennsylranta  would  not  prevail.  He 
bad  not  been  sufficiently  long  a  member  of  this 
iodjr  fo  know  precisely  the  uraal  mode  .of  Broceed- 
ing  in  cases  of  thb  kind ;  but  he  shomd  hare 
thought  the  more  direct  course  would  ha^e  been 
to  hare  moved  to  str&e  out>  the  aqocnchnent,  in- 
smd  of  movmg  a  recommitment.  This,  however, 
wi|B  nutter  of  Ibrm;  he  objected  to  themotion  on 

'  Dciple.  It  had  be^i  said  the  two  sidmets  were 
snt  in  dieir  nature.  This,  Mr.  L.  did  not  ad- 
What,  astel  he,  is  the  question  presented 
by  the  Ml  and  the  proposed  amendment?  It  is 
this:  Shall  Maine  and  Missouri  be  admitted  into 
lie  l^niott  on  »n  equal  Ibodnff  widi  the  original 
Stales'?  CoiM  thore,  he  ask^,  be  a  plainerques- 
lion;  eooid  ibexe  be  two  subjects  miOffe  intimately 
^oonected,  or  in  principle  more  seailf  allied,  than 
the  two  embmced  in  this  question?  We  may 
liiwgMif,  said  he,  as  many  distinctions  between, 
the  two  cases  as  we  please;  but,  if  we  confine 
omaelYefl  to  the  power  granted  to  us  by  the  Con- 
atitlian,  we  hate  but  one  course  to  pursue,  whidi 
is,  to  admit  both  the  States,  on  the  same  terms, 
inio  the  Union. 

Mr.  L.  readily  admitted  that,  as  a  gettcral  course, 
it  wae  highly  immi^ier  to  tack  togmer  qnestions 
ading  on  dilBsrent  principles,  and  relying  on 
■ent  afgoments  for  tneir  support.  He  defied, 
liowtTer,  that  this  was  such  a  case.  He  affirmed, 
thnt  if  the  Senate  had  a  right  to  impose  restrict 
tioQs  upon  Missouri,  -they  had  the  same  rig^t  in 
legord  to  Maine,  but  no  power  over  the  one  which 
they  had  not  OTer  the  ottor.  If  the  novd  doctrine, 
which  had  been  recently  announced^  of  restric- 
tions and  provJuons  on  the  admission  of  new 
States,  was  to  prevail,  how  mcuoh  must  Massaehu- 
«tti  and  Maine  h«Te  relied  on  the  liberality  of 
CeagvesBL  in  forming  a  constitution  without  pre- 
lionaty  wtaining  the  assent  of  Congress,  and  in 
atmoriag  they  were  to  iN^adii^ed  into  the  Union 
on  aai  own  ieaoos.  Howdid  they  know,  said  Mr. 
JL.y  bat  we  might  imposes  restriction  upon  Maine, 
to  oonapel  her  to  admit  ^very  within  ner  limits? 
fir  we  naTe  a  rkht  to  impose  a  neg»ti7e  eoBdition 
iate^Bffd  to  Nuasouri,  we  hai^eji  eonespendent 
nti4  equal  ri^  to  impose  anaffirmative  conditiosi 
in.  wgaid  to  Maine.  But,  in  this  case,  it  eeemed 
dnteroy  thing  l^i»eral  was  to  be  conceded  in  Te- 
gfard  to  Maine,  and  every  thinff  illiberal,  in  his  Tiew 
df  ^  WIS  to  be  dtnanded  of  MiBsouri. 

With  re^nd  to  due  time  limited  for  the  admi»- 
aioB  of  Mame  by  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  said 
Mr.  L.,  are  we  by  sinsha  consideia^n  to  be  hur^ 
ried  into  the  dissnssion  of  an  important  Constitu- 
tional ^piestion?  Because  the  people  of  Maine  had 
not  foresight  enoimh  to  take  sufficient  time  for  the 
eonsummation  of^the  act  of  admission,  are  we 
to  kgisiate  precipitatdy;  and  widiout  regard  to 
the  true  interests  of  the  Union?  He  presumed 
not  There  was  at  least  nothing  in  this  consid- 
ecatian  to  change  the  nature  of  the  question. 


In  hk  opiiiion,  Mr.  L.  ^said,  Conmss  possessed 
the  power  to  admit  Maine  into  the  Union  or  not ; 
but,  if  admitted,  it  must  be  unconditionaily ;  and 
the  same  might  be  said  of  Missouri.  It  appeared 
to  him,  then,  that  the  oases  which  were  connec- 
ted by  the  report  of  the  committee  rested  upon  the 
same  principles  for  support ;  diat  if  iustioe  was 
done  to  the  one,  it  must  be  equally  dispensed  to 
the  other :  and  mere  coidd  be  no  impopriety  m  a 
course  which  had  for  its  object  to  place  both  on 
the  same  footing.  This  question  he  cc^sidered 
not  to  be  at  all  afiected  1^  the  argument  that 
Maine  was  formed  out  of  a  State  toetc^ore  in 
the  Union.  She  had  no  higher  claim  than  Mis- 
souri; each  possessed  the  Qon^itutional  requisites, 
andnoduag  more  was  re^^ed  to  i^ce  thrai  on  the 
same  ground.  When  the  States  of  Kentucky  and 
Vermont  were  admitted^  Mr.  L.  said,  although  it 
was  true  diey  were  admitted  by  separate  acfts,  s^ 
the  prorision  for  ^e  representation  of  the  two 
States  in  Congress  was  made  by  the  same  act; 
and  the  same  rule  whieh  was  then  applied  would 
raply  with  equal  propriety  in  the  present  e»se, 
Sy  such  a  connexioki  of  me  two  subjects,  an  in- 
vidious disoriBdnatiim  would  be  avoided  oetween 
die  twa  cases,  which  did  not  d^er  in  principle, 
and  ou^t  not  to  be  separated  jn  fhet. 

Mr.  £.  said,  he  piesumed  it  would  be  Impxoper, 
on  the  question  as  now  presented  to  the  considera- 
tion of  like  Senate,  to  enter  into  an  argmnaat  on 
the  propriety,  or  to  touch  oii  the  policy,  of  impos- 
ing restrictums  on  any  new  State.  He  must, 
therefore,  defer  for  the  nresent  any '  observations 
on  that  question.  But,  for  his  own  part,  he  sidd, 
he  was  on  that  point  inrecisdy  in  the  same  situa- 
tion as  the  gentleman  from  Massaehusetts;  he 
fbmid  no  difficulty  in  deciding  on  it.  He  coiUBid- 
ered  it  a  question  of  policy  whether  or  not  a  par- 
ticular State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Unionj 
and,  when  he  was  called  imon  to  admit  one  State 
and  to  reject  another  unless  he  vrould  consent 
to  impose  on  he  novel  and  unconstitotional  con- 
ditions, he  must  of  course  decide  whellier  he 
-would  admit  the  one  and  refose  the  other ;  and, 
said  he,  unless  the  same  justice 'be  dealt  to  all,  it 
^hall,as  &ras  my  vote  will  decide  it,  be  measured 
to  none.  It  was  a  question  of  p(^ey,  he  repeated, 
aaid  of  serious  policy,  when  presented  in  this  shape, 
whedier  the^Senate  shovild  consent  to  increase  the 
power  of  one  portion  of  thie  Union  by  die  erec- 
tion of  a  new  Btate^  whilitt,  from  prejudice  alone, 
obetacles  were  raised  to  die  admission  of  new 
States  in  another  portion  of^-the  Unkm.  I  ^ocdd 
consider  mysdf,  said  he,  wanting  in  my  duty  as  a 
representative  of  that  section  of  the  ceun^,  if  I 
were  thus  to  consent  to  weaken  its  |K)Wer.  iJnless 
we  can  obtain  the  admission  of  Missouri  inrto  the 
Union,  on  the  same  terms  and  as  free  and  un- 
shackled as  Maine,  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  we 
ought  to  admit  neither. 

Sfr.  BuaniLL,  of  Rhode  Idand,  took  the  floor. 
He^commenced  with  some  remarks  on  the  question 
of  order  involved  in  the  amendment.  He  appre- 
hended the  committee  had  Men  into  an  error  in 
reporting  it ;  at  least,  it  was  without  precedent  for 
a  committee  to  rq>ort  on  any  subject  relerred  to 
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them  by  way  of  amendment  to  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  embracing  a  totally  dif- 
ferent object.  It  would  be  agreed  on  all  hands,  he 
said,  that  an  observance  of  their  own  rules  was 
nec^sary  to  the  dignity  of  this  body,  and  to  the 
I  order  and  despatch  of  business.  He  did  not  dwell 
long,  however,  on  the  point  of  order,  but  proceeded 
to  consider  the  merits  of  the  question,  which  was  a 
simple  proposition  to  separate  the  two  subjects  of 
Mame  and  Missouri. 

It  was  conformable  to  the  rules  and  practice  of 
the  Senate,  he  said,  to  divide  a  question,  when 
asked  by  any  member,  where  it  was  susceptible  of 
division.  Now,  he  asked,  was  not  this  question 
susceptible  of  the  proposed  division  ?  It  was  not 
only  susceptible  of  division^  he  said,  but  the  cases 
embraced  by  it  were  essentially  dissimilar.  With 
regard  to  tne  State  of  Maine,  the  territory  eni- 
braced  by  it  had,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution, been  known  as  the  District  of  Maine :  its 
limits  Were  known  and  accurately  defined.  The 
question  on  the  admission  of  Maine  was  a  question 
respecting  the  division  of  one  of  the  oiipiai  States. 
And  womd  any  one  say  that  the  division  of  an  old 
State  was  a  question  of  the  same  nature  as  that  of 
the  erection  of  a  State  out  of  an  acquired  territo- 
There  were  cases^  he  said,  in  which  Con- 
I  were  imder  an  obligation  to  erect  new  States 
m  the  territories  of  the  United  States;  but  they 
were  not  obliged  to  admit  into  the  Union  a  State 
formed  out  of  an  old  State.  He  aspreed  with  ^n- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  in  some  of  their  premises, 
though  he  dissented  from  their  conclusions.  He 
agreed  that  the  question  of  consenting  to  the  divis- 
ion of  a  new  State  was  a  question  of  pdicif — a 
question  on  which  the  Congress  was  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion.  For  examine,  if  the  State  of 
which  he  was  a  Representative  on  this  floor  were 
ta  ask  to  be  divided,  though  the  people  composing 
it  should  be  unanimously  agreed  on  the  subject, 
he  doubted  whether  Congress  would  assent  to  it 
The  question  therefore  embraced  by  the  bill  was 
about  the  division  of  a  State,  which  Confess  was 
to  decide  as  it  should  deem  most  wisely  in  regard 
to  the  general  interests  of  the  Union  ;  whilst  the^ 
question  involved  in  the  amendment  resarded  the 
erection  of  a  new  State  in  a  Territory^  which  Con- 
cress  were  under  an  obligation,  arising  not  only 
from  the  colonial  condition  of  the  Territory,  but 
by  the  force  of  a  treaty  with  a  forei^  Power,  as 
had  been  contended,  and  as  he  admitted  in  a  cer- 
tain sense,  to  establish.  There  was  no  connexion 
between  questions  so^listinct  in  their  nature,  emd 
they  oufrht  not  to  be  united  in  the  same  bill. 

Looking  at  this  question  in  another  point  of 
view — a&r  it  was  agreed  that  Massachusetts 
;diould  be  divided  as  proposed,  on  which  he  had 
never  heard  of  any  dinerence  ol  opinion — he  asked 
what  objection  there  was  to  giving  the  simple 
assent  ot  Con^r^  to  the  admission  of  Maine  into 
the  Union?  We  have,  said  he,  no  comnact  to 
make  with  her ;  whilst,  if  g^entlemen  will  look  at 
the  provisions  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  re- 
ported by  way  of  amendment  to  this  bill,  they  will 
see  that  there  are  many  conditions  and  restrictions 
to  be  imposed  on  it,  and  some  of  them  of  much 


importance,  and  admitting  of  much  difference  of 
opinion.  The  one  question  is  a  simfde  one,  on 
which  the  mind  of  every  man  is  made  up;  the 
other  is  complex,  including  a  variety  of  regulations 
relative  to  bounty  lands,  the  right  of  taxation,  <Sbc. 
— questions  whicn  require  deliterate  consideration, 
great  attention,  and  a  knowledge  of  details,  with 
which  the  Senate  was  not  yet  supplied.  He  must 
be  allowed  further  to  say,  that  the  committee  of 
the  Senate  which  had  reported  this  amendment 
had  not  furnished  the  necessary  evidence  in  respect 
to  these  details.  It  had  been  stated  that  there  were 
in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  one  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants.  It  would  appear,  Mr.  B.  said,  from 
a  care^  perusal  of  the  memorial,  that  it  did  not 
state  this  tact  It  stated  that  the  whole  territory 
contained  that  number,  and  prayed  for  a  division 
of  the  territory.  That  part  of  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  had  beeneranted  at  the  last  session  by  the 
erection  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  should  be  glad  to  know,  therefore,  what 
was  the  amount  of  the  present  population  of  Mis- 
souri Territory.  Ckntlemen  might  say  that,  in 
their  opinion,  the  population  of  the  Territory  ^ 
forty,  fifty,  or  sixty  thousand ;  but,  Mr.  B.  assed, 
where  was  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  in  subh  shape 
as  Congress  ought  to  legislate  on  ?  There  had  not 
been  before  the  Committee,  nor  was  there  now 
before  the  Senate,  a  single  document  on  the  sub- 
ject^ but  the  petition  presented  at  the  last  session, 
from  the  Liegislature  of  Missouri,  a  part  of  which 
had  been  granted.  There  was  in  fact,  he  said,  no 
application  frmn  Missouri,  at  the  present  session, 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  Ifthere  was  such 
an  application,  he  wished  to  see  it ;  and  he  wished, 
before  he  acted  on  the  subject,  to  have  a  precise 
estimate,  not  of  the  whole  number  of  inhaoitants 
in  the  vast  territory  between  the  present  States 
and  the  Rocky  Mountains,  but  witnin  the  limits 
of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri.    And,  with  re- 

rt  to  the  boundaries  of  the  new  State,  he  was 
desirous  of  definite  information.  Certain  lim- 
its were  indeed  proposed  by  the  committee  in  their 
report,  but,  by  a  certain  bill  which  had  been  laid 
on  their  de^  by  mistake,  it  appeared  that  certain 
other  boundaries  had  bc^  thought  of;  and  he 
wished  to  know  the  cause  of  this  variation  in  the 
boundaries.  Who  was  it  that  had  marked  out  the 
immense  district  of  country  proposed  to  be  includ- 
ed in  the  new  State?  Who  nad  given  these  metes 
and  bounds  ?  He  did  not  know,  he  said,  and  he 
questioned  whether  even  the  committee  which 
reported  it  could  inform  the  Senate.  These  bound- 
aries were  not  those  described  and  marked  out  in 
the  document  on  which  the  bill  was  professedly 
founded.  He  would  not  trouble  tiie  Senate  by 
pointing  out  the  particulars  in  which  they  differed : 
the  boimdaries  proposed  in  the  amendment  before 
the  Senate,  he  oeheved,  emlwaced  a  less  extent  of 
territory  than  those  proposed  in  the  memorial ;  but 
enough  had  been  said,  to  show  that  tiie  Senate 
were  called  upon  to  legislate  on  this  subject  with- 
<iut  the  necessary  information  to  enable  them  to 
act  understanding  on  it  There  was  no  chart  of 
tiie  Territory  before  Congress,  nor  had  the  subject 
been  introduced  at  ^e  present  session  upon  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OT 


HISTO&T  OF  eoNaBBsa 


98 


JUIUABY,  1820. 


AdmiiHon  of  Maim  a/nd  Misaowri, 


Sematb. 


appkication  fioiii  the  peoi^e^  or  from  tlie  go^env- 
ing  authority  of  the  Territory.  If  the  Te^rritory 
contained  a  sufficient  population,  he  was  willing 
it  should  be  made  a  State^  and  with  a  sufficiently 
extensive  boundary ;  aad  perhaps  some  gentleman 
might  hare  information. sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
minds  of  the  Senate  on  that  point. 

Buty  XQ  respect  to  Mai^e,  there  was^no  Question, 
wfaaterer^  but  that  of  policy.  Is  it  wise,  is  it  con- 
«stent  with  the  general  interests  of  the  United 
States,  that  Maine  shall  he  admitted  into  the  Union? 
If  we  proceed  and  pass  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  Hoose  of  Representatiyes,  with  the  sin^e  pro- 
Tision  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  U  nion, 
we  shall  ao^uit  ourselves  of  a  duty  which  we  owe 
to  an  intelligent  population  of  thrciie  hundred  thou- 
sand souls ;  of  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  Massachu- 
setts, who  will  be  tnrown  into  great  embarrass- 
ment, not  to  say  confusion,  if  the  act  do  not  pass. 
When  that  should  have  passed,  Mr.  B.  said,  he 
should  be  willing  to  take  up  the  caae  ^f  Missouri, 
and  he  ho^ed  with  that  good  temper  which  ought 
to  prevail  m  the  deliberations  of  this  assembly. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the.  committee  (Mr. 
Shith)  had  stated  that  he  had  some  difficulties  to 
encounter,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  Maine. 
This  was  the  fii^  suggestion  of  that  sort,  Mr.  B. 
sadd,  that  he  had  heard.  But  are  we,  said  he,  who 
entertain  on  this  question  an  opinion  different  from 
him,  to  be  required  to  agree  to  do  what  we  believe 
wrong,  in  order  to  carry  another  measure  which 
we  wiieve,  and  which  gentlemen  themselves  do 
not  denv,  to  be  right?  He  hoped  not.  He  be- 
lieved tne  separation  of  these  suojects  to  be  due  to 
the  magnanimity  with  which  the  Senate  had  al- 
ways conductea,  and  moreover  required  by  the 
qwrit  of  the  rules  established  £oir  the  government 
of  its  proceedings. 

Mr.  Macom,  of  North  Carolina,  next  followed 
in  debate.  With  regard  to  the  order  of  proceeding, 
he  said,  it  had  never  been  the  practice  to  refer 
back  a  subject  to  a  committee,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  details,  to  make  that  which  was 
dooibtful  plam.  In  tne  presez^t  case  there  was  no 
occasion  for  such  a  reference,  the  object  being^ 
separate  two  subjects  propc^ed  to  be  united,  which 
coold  be  directly  effected  dv  a  disagreement  to  the 
proposed  amendment.  Tnere  was  no  necessity, 
therefore,  in  his  opinion,  to  recomqiit  the  bill  on 
that^oond. 

Thi»,  said  he,  is  a  pretty  important  question, 
view  it  in  what  light  you  will.  The  appearance 
of  the  S^ate  to^y  is  diffei^nt  from  any  thing  I 
have  seen  since  I  have  been  a  member  ot  it.  It  is 
the  greatness  of  the  question  which  has  produced 
it  So  interesting  i&  it  that,  on  this  incidental 
question,  all  the  memoers  have  gone  into  the 
question,  which  is  not,  but  is  expected  to  be,  before 
tae  Senate. 

With  regard  to  the  question  immediately  before 
the  Senate,  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  hardly  expected 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  would  have 
forfatdden  the  banns  of  this  marriage. '  He  thought 
the  opposition  to  it  would  have  come  from  some 
one  more  interested,  more  nearly  allied  to  the  par- 
ties. Allusion  had  been  made  to  the  jcase  of  Ver- 
16th  Coif.  1st  Sess.-^ 


mont  sind  Kentucky.  And  ivhy,  he  asked,  were- 
there  given,  in  the  same  bill,  to  Vermont  two  rep- 
resentatives, and  to  Kentucky  two  7  Their  popu- 
lation was  not  known;  but  their  representation 
was  made  equal  ii^  order  to  keep  up  the  proportion 
which  the  National  Convention  had  given  to  the 
twa  sections  of  the  Union. 

It  had  been  said  that  the  law  of  Massachusetts, 
sanctioning  the  independence  of  Maine,  would  ex- 
pire on  the  3d  day  oi  March,  and  it  was  therefore 
proper  to  hasten  the  passage  of  the  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  without  amendment 
But,  Mr.  M.  ^aid,  that  Ma[ssachusetts  would  not, 
after  she  had  consented  to  her  daughter  setting  up 
for  herself,  play  the  stepmother,  and  say,  because . 
you  have  not  done  this  to-day,  you  shall  not  do  it 
to-morrow.  Massachusetts  would  do  h^eafter,  he 
had  no  doubt,  what  she  had  already  done. 

With  respect  to  the  alleged,  in^roprlety  of  con* 
necting  the  two  subjects  in  one  bill,  Mr,  M.  asked 
if  there  was  any  tnin^r  more  common  than  for 
Congress  to  pass  bills  for  particular  ol^eots,  *^  and 
for  other  purposes  1"  It  was  the  practice  of  ervery 
day ;  and  those  "  other  purposes"  were  fre<)uently 
not  purposes  connected  with  the  main  suliject  of 
the  bill.  The  Senate,  the  gentleman  might  recol- 
lect, had  at  time^  been  so  tenacious  of  their  Ults, 
as  not  to  allow  them  to  be  amended  even  by  a  dot 
over  an  i,  pr  a  cross  on  a  L  Yet  the  Senate  had, 
before  now,  in  more  instances  than  one^  tacked 
one  bill  to  another  of  a  different  nature.  Mr.  M. 
quoted  an  instance,  being  an  act  to  establish  a 
board  of  c(Hnmissk>ners  fpr  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, and  for  other  purposes^  pass^  several  years  ago. 
After  the  bill  came  trom  tne  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  the  Senate,  as  the  Journal  would  show,  it 
was  amended  by  the  addition  of  provisions  for  au- 
thorizing the  making  a  canal  from  the  Potomac  to 
the  Elastfrn  Branch;  which  provision  "wasi  cer- 
tainly not  analogous  to  the  mam  objeqt  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  M.  said  he  questioned  whether  a  bill  ever 
passed  with  a  ^reat  many  sections,  but  those  who 
voted  for  it  objected  to  some  of  them.  He  could 
himself  recollect  amendments  to  bills  havine  been 
made,  which  were  so  obnoxious  that-  genUemea 
friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bills  had  b^n  almost 
ready  to  give  up  the  main  point,  rath^  tha]ft  agree 
to  the  amendments. 

The  {rendeman  from  Rhode  Island  had  taken  a 
distinction  between  the  cases  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri, which  he  appeared  to  think  was  unfavorable 
to  the  claims  of  the  latter  to  admission  into  the 
Union.  Now,  Mr.  M.  said,  he  thought,  on  the 
contrary,  that  Missouri  had  the  strongest  claim. 
Maine,  said  he,  is  in  the  actual  exereise  of  the 
of  self-government    Is  Missouri?    In 


Maine  a  man  enjoys  the  same  civil  rights  and  ben* 
ehts  as  the  citizens  of  any  other  State;  he  is  not 
half-citizen,  half-subject,  a  territorial  man — he  is  a 
full-^own  citizen.  Tne  representatives  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  (including  Maine,)  in  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  emoy  all 
the  rights  belonging  to  their  stations;  ana  when 
the  yeas  and  nays  are  called,  they  answer  aye  of 
no.  How  is  it  with  the  de^gate  from  Missouri? 
He  is  missed  on  the  roll;  you  skip  over  him;  he 
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may  speak,  but  caanot  give  a  rote  on  any  ques^ 
tion. 

Reference  had  been  made  to  proceedings  on  thb 
subject  out  of  doors.  Those  proceedings,  said  Mr. 
M.,  hare  been  all  on  one  side.  Our  people  do  not 
petition  much ;  we  plume  ourselres  on  not  pester- 
mg.the  General  Grovemment  with  our  prayers. 
Nor  do  we  set  the  woods  on  fire  to  drive  the  game 
out.  When  the  question,  which  every  one  had 
alluded  -  to,  came  properly  before  the  House,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  would  speaJc  his  sentiments  upon  it 
Grentlemen  were  inquiring  what,  to  a  fraction^  was 
the  population  of  Missouri.  For  his  part,  if  she 
was  otnerwise  fitted  for  self-government,  and  had 
a  population  of  but  twentjr  thousand,  he  would  say 
to  her,  come  into  the  family,  and  become  one  of 
us.  In  no  instance^  he  said,  nad  Congress  insisted, 
in  the  admission  of  new  States,  on  a  population  of 
sixty  thousand.  The  true  reason  of  the  objection 
to  tne  prompt  admission  of  Missouri,  was  the  prin- 
ciple to  which  gentlemen  had  alluded,  and  which 
had  made  so  much  noise  out  of  doors.  He  con- 
fessed, that  on  this  questioo  he  had  fdt  more  anx- 
iety than  on  any  otiier  question  lately  presented  to 
his  view.  It  may,  said  he,  be  a  matter  of  phi- 
losophy and  abstraction  with  the  gentlemen  of  the 
East,  but  it  is  a  different  thing  with  us.  They 
nfiay  philosophize  and  town-meeting  about  it  as 
much  as  they  please ;  but,  with  great  submission, 
sir,  they  know  nothing  about  the  question. 

The  proposition  now  before  the  Senate  was  to 
recommit — ^for  what  ?  Why,  for  what  the  Senate 
could  do  a^  well  as  a  committee.  Judging  from 
the  arguments,  it  appeared  to  him  that  one  side 
was  better  prepared  than  the  other  for  the  discus- 
sion. If  the  Senate  was  ready  for  the  discussion, 
it  mattered  little  what  the  precise  form  of  the  ques-' 
tion  was.  There  was  no  impropriety,  he  con- 
ceived, in  the  proposed  connexion  of  the  two  sub- 
t'ects  of  Maine  and  Missouri ',  nor  did  it  appear  to 
lim  of  any  importance  what  the  shape  of  Uie  ques- 
tion was,  if  it  was  substantially  before  the  Saiate. 
The  question  to  agree  or  disagree  to  the  report  of 
the  committee,  took  within  its  scope  every  other 
question  connected  with  the  subject,  and  would 
admit  of  the  freest  debate.  He  was  therefore  op- 
posed to  the  recommitment. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  these  two  subjects  at  this  time ;  he  thought 
it  was  imiHt>per.  I  am,  said  he,  in  favor  of  the 
motion,  because  I  am  unwilling  to  consider  the 
subjects,  and  act  upon  them,  in  this  unnatural  con- 
nexion. Gentlemen  say  there  is  such  a  similarity, 
they  may  be  considered  with  the  greatest  propriety 
in  tnis  near  alliance.  Sir,  I  think  otherwise.  To 
me,  there  appears  a  striking  incongruity.  One 
object  is,  to  admit  Maine  into  the  Union ;  tne  other 
b,  to  authorize  the  Territory  of  Missouri  lo  form 
a  constitution,  that  she  may  be  admitted  at  some 
future  period.  Where,  then,  is  the  likeness  ?  Sir, 
this  is  not  all.  I  wish  each  to  stand  upon  its  own 
basis.  To  effect  this,  they  must  be  considered 
separatdy.  One  gentleman  may  hare  doubts  with 
respect  to  the  expediency  of  admitting  Maine; 
another  may  hare  complete  conviction  Uiat  it 


would  be  extremely  wrong  to  admit  Missouri  with- 
out restrictions. 

Now,  sir,  you  couple  these  toc^ether,  and  on  the 
final  question  you  compel  genUemen  to  vote  for 
both  or  neither.  And  what  is  the  result  ?  I  am 
fully  satisfied  it  is 'politically  and  morally  right  to 
admit  Main&  and  wish  to  give  my  aye ;  but  I  am 
equally  satisfied  it  b  politically  and  morally  wrong 
to  admit  Missouri  without  prohibitions.  Other 
gentlemen  believe  it  is  pditically  and  morally  cor- 
rect to  admit  both  without  restrictions.  Then,  sir, 
you  see  the  dilemma  in  which  some  are  placea  by 
this  stranffe  connexion.  We-are  compelled  to  vote 
against  Maine,  which  we  think  we  ought  not  to 
do.  Or  vote  in  lavor  of  both,  and  do  that  whibh  -we 
conscientiously  believe  is  pc^tically  and  morally 
wrong ;  while  gentlemeii  on  the  other  hand  are 
only  asked  to  do  that  which  they  declare  is  politi- 
cally and  morally  right.  Sir,  I  protest  against  the 
connexion ;  not  oecause  I  am  unwilling  or  unpre- 
pared to  meet  the  subjects,  properly  and  distincdvy 
each  on  its  own  merits,  but  on  account  of  the  ai- 
lenima  into  which  we  are  necessarily  thrown  if 
they  are  considered  as  now  presented.  Sir,  I  am 
willing  Maine  should  be  admitted;  and  I  am 
equally  willing  Missouri  should  be  admitted,  on 
such  principles  as  shall  harmonize  with  tiie  na- 
tional tranquillity  and  interest ;  and  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  meet  both  subjects  distinctly,  wnen  they 
shall  ^  so  resented  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate,  and  in  no  other  way.  Let  each  stand 
upon  its  own  merits. 

[At  this  stage  of  the  debate,  the. Senate  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow.J 


Friday,  January  14. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Willi amb^  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Reoecca  C.  Appling,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  SANPORD,*firom  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  to  continue  in  florce 
the  act,  passed  on  the  twentietn  day  of  April,  1818. 
entitled  ^*An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitlcba 
'An  act  to  regtdate  tne  collection  of  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage.  passed:the  second  day  of  March, 
1799,"  reported  tne  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  -of  Thomas 
Dobson  db  Son,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  book- 
sellers, {proposing  to  sell  to  Congress  eieht  hun- 
dred copies  of  Seybert's  Statistical  Annals  of  die 
United  Stittes,  and  praying  that  a  law  may  be 
pas.«{ed  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  same ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or 
otherwise;  and  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Parrott,  and 
SANFoan,  were  appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  PARROTt  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber of  merchants  and  others,  engaged  in  the  sea- 
faring business,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
praying  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the  Isle 
of  Shoals;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 
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the  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rcfiort  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affidrs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  Chapman, 
collector  of  the  customs  for  the  district  of  G(eorge- 
town,  in  the  State  of  South  Carolina ;  and,  in 
cbnfoniut]r  thereto,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petidoner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ramrt  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
refbred  the  petition  of  Edward  Barry  and  Qeorge 
Hodfi^ ;  andi,  in  conformity  thereto^  tke  petitioners 
had  Mave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

Tlie  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  selerred  the  petition  of  Phineas  Cole,  of  New 
Hampshire ;  and,  in  conformit3r  thereto,  the  peti- 
tioner had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  •resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
fared  the  petition  of  John  Charlton,  2d,  and  Kli- 
sha  Douglass,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  praying 
pennons;  and,  in  conformity  thereto,  the  peti- 
tkners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  biQ  cmifirmin^  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land.  Was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  district  court  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  was  read  the  second  time^ 

The  Inll  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  States,  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Tbe  lull  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bank- 
n^>tcy  throughout  the  United  States  was  read  the 
second  time. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
subject  of  the  Maine  bill,  (as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  adding  Missouri  to  it,)  and  the  propo- 
sition by  Mr.  Roberts,  to  recomtnit  the  bill  with 
instructions  to  the  committee  to  separate  the  two, 
and  rqx>rt  Maine'  in  a  distinct  bill,  as  it  came 
from  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Basbour,  of  Virginia  said,  the  particular 
agency  which  he  had  heretofore  had  in  this  sub- 
ject Dttdeit  proper  that  he  should  endeavor  to  show 
the  impropnetY  of  agreeiilg  to  the  proposed  resolu- 
tion, and  at  the  same  time  vindicate  the  course 
pursued  by  the  committee  in  recommending  the 
amendment  providing  for  the  admission  of  Mis-' 
souri  into  the  Union.  To  a  distinct  understand- 
ing of  the  subject^  said  he,  it  is  necessary  we  should 
advert  to  the  histcny  of  its  nrogress.  A  select 
committee,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred, 
brought  in  a  bill  whose  object  was  to  provide  for 
the  admiwion  of  Maine  into  the  Union.  While 
it  was  depending  before  the  Senate,  I  submitted 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  with  instructions 
to  incorporate  the  very  amendment  which  has 
now  been  poposed.  before  this  question  was 
decided,  a  biU  is  sent  up  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentativesy  precisely  like  that  depending  here.  In 
conformity  to  an  existing  comity  between  the  two 
Houses,  the  biU  d^>ending  here,  with  the  instruc- 
tions I  had  submitted,  was  postponed,  and  the 
Senate  proceeded  to  act  on  the  one  from  the  House 


of  Representatives.  At  the  jprop^  time,  it  was 
committed  to  the  Judiciary  Uommittee,  who,  as 
I  think,  most  wisely  and  justifiably,  reported  the 
bill  with  the  much  contested  amendment  in  favor 
of  Missouri — the  memorial  of  that  people  having 
been  previously  referred  to  that  committee,  sup- 
plicating admission  into  the  Union.  It  is  objected, 
first,  by  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
committee  got  possession  of  the  subject  rather 
curiously.  In  justification  of  this  assertion,  he 
states  that  the  memorial  of  the  people  of  Missouri 
is  that  which  was  presented  the  last  session.  Sure, 
this  objection  is  of  itself  a  curiosity.  Is  it  not  thji 
invariable  uaage  which  obtains  in  both  branches, 
when  a  petition  has  been  presented,  and  its  object 
not  consummated,  as  is  but  too  commonly  the 
case,  Congress  either  being  unable  or  unwilling 
to  do  so,  for  the  same  idenncal  netition  to  b6  pre- 
sented to  the  ensuing  Coiigress  7  Why  present  a 
new  one,  the  &cts  and  grounds  of  the  apjdicatioa 
remaining  the  same  ?  It  is  next  object^  by  the 
gentleman  irom  Rhode  Island}  that  the  commit- 
tee have  .exceeded  their  powers  in  recommending 
this  amendment.  Pray,  sir,  what  is  the  object  of 
referring  a  bill  to  a  committee— 4nerely  to  aot  the 
i's  and  cross  the  t's  ?  I  bad  supposed  thev  had  a 
more  important  duty  to  perform.  Not  only  their 
right,  but  that  it  was  their  bounden  duty  to  modify 
or  amend  any  and  every  part  in  relation  to  the 
particular  subject  embraced  by  the  bill,and  to  ex- 
tend its  provisions  so  as  to  embrace  every  corres* 
poQding  subject  This  is  not  only  a  rational  rule, 
put  one  which  is  prescribed  by  every  well  organ- 
ized deliberative  body.  It  in  tne  first  place  dimin- 
ishes that  multiplicity  of  laws  already  swelled  to 
an  extent  beyond  the  reading  of  the  most  indus- 
trious. Secondly,  it  prevents  that  irregularity  and 
inconsistency  wmch  ensue  from  a  different  course. 
I  appeal  toi  tne  experience  of  the  Senate^  whoi  I 
assert,  that  the  success  of  a  claim,  for  msUmocL 
depends  some|times  on  the  2eal,  perseverance,  ana 
ability  of  its  patron.  A  claim  thus  supported,  is 
carried  in  triulnph  through  the  House-— while  one 
no  less  just,  for  want  of  those  efficient  auxiliaries, 
is  lost,  and,  in  consequence,  a  chequered  and  un-r 
equal  system  of  l^islation  obtains.  If  this  be  true 
on  trifiiing  occasions,  how  does  the  reason  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee  increase  upon  us, 
and  the  necessity  of  adhering  to  it  npcm  subjects 
so  importlmt  as  those  involved  in  the  bill  and 
amendment  I  But  it  is  objected  that  the  two  sub- 
jects are  dissimilar,  and,  therefore,  should  be  separ- 
ated. If  this  be  true,  why  send  it  back  to  the  com- 
mittee? The  question  before  the  Senate  is,  shall 
they  be  joined  as  proposed  by  the  committee?  If 
you  di^pprove  of  the  junction,  reject  it ;  but  do 
not  refer  it  to  thecomnuttee :  they  have  performed 
their  duty ;  do  you  perform  yours.  But  is  it  true, 
that  there  is  any  difference  in  the  two  subjects,  so 
as  to  make  it  indispensable  to  separate  them  ?  As 
to  any  thing  yet  before  the  Senate,  th^e  is  no  es- 
sential difference;  and,  therefore,  nothing  to  require 
their  separation.  Let  us  inquire,  first,  in  what 
they  agree;  Maine,  it  is  readily  admitted,  has  just 
claims  to  an  admission  into  the  Union ;  and  I  snail 
be  greatly  misunderstood,  if  I  am  suspected  of  any 


Digitized  by 


Google 


103 


HISTQBT  OF  OONQfiflSS. 


104 


SUTATB. 


Admistien  (tfMame  and  MimwtL 


Januart,  ISaSk . 


hostMitf  to  suck  adiaission.  Her  claims  rest  on 
the  extent  of  her  territory,  the  number  of  her  peo- 
ple, the  g[reat  length  ot  her  maritime  coast,  her~ 
frontier  situation,  and  the  neeesnty  of  the  resi-r 
dence  of  her  goyemment  within  her  borders,  by 
which,  whenever  the  occasion  occurs,  the  resources 
of  the  State  may  be  called  out  immediately  for 
her  ddence  and  proteedon.  What  are  Missouri's 
claims  ?  An  equal  extent  of  country,  the  number 
of  her  people,  her  frcmtier  situation,  a  right  suar- 
anticd  oy  the  treaty  by  which  we  acquired  the 
country,  but,  abbve  all.  the  ininduable  privile^  of 
sel^ovemment,  of  wnich  she  is  now  dmived : 
a  privilege  dewr  to  every  American ;  the  oMNriva- 
tion  6f  which  is  the  last  inji^y  which  can  be  in- 
flicted upon  them.  In  what  do  they  diffsr  ?  Itis 
said  Maine  isready  to  come  into  the  €k>vernment, 
having  formed  her  tonstitotion.  If  d^ndently  of 
the  consideration  that  this  state  of  things  would 
make  it  necessary  only  to  adapt  the  different  sec- 
tions of  the  bill  to  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  two  cases,  I  mu^  be  permitted  to  state,  that 
Maine  has  no  claim  on  us  for  the  precipitancy 
with  which  she  haa  acted.  The  correct  course 
would  have  been,  to  have  obtained  the  consent  of 
(Dongress  before  she  had  proceeded  as  far  as  she 
has.  For  I  presume  no  one  will  pretend  that  there 
is  any  Constitutional  'obligation  on  Conmss  to 
admit  Maine  at  all  into  the  Union — for  tnevery 
obvious  reason,  that  she  now,  as  a  part  of  Massa- 
chusetts, enjoys  all  the  inestimable  Uessings  of 
self^vemment  She  surdy,  therefcnre,  has  not 
increased  her  claim  on  our  indulgence  by  the  pre- 
mature step  she  has  taken  in  forming  her  consti- 
tution ;  especially,  too,  as  she  did  not  know  but, 
acoording  to  the  new  doctrine  recently  sprung  up, 
Congress  mi^ht  think  proper  to  impose  restric- 
tions—of which  right  she  seems  to  have  deprived 
us,  by  makinfi;  and  fhshioning  her  constitotion 
according  to  her  own  will  and  pleasure.  Mis- 
souri, on  the  contrary,  quietly  submitted  to  the 
injustice  of  which  she  was  the  victim  at  the  last 
session,  and,  for  this  submission,  and  her  forbear- 
ance to  assert  her  right  to  s^f-ffovemment,  is 
held  as  an  unworthy  associate  of  the  less  re^iect- 
ful  Maine. 

Various  otiier  objections  have  been  suggested 
by  the  member  from  Rhode  Island,  but  it  must  be 
wpable  the^  are  intended  merely  as  a  light  corps 
for  skkmishang,  and  to  conceal  ^  the  real  p(^t  of 
attack.  He  says  he  does  not  know  that  the  people 
of  Missouri  wish  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  I 
fear  were  one  to  come  from  the  dead  to  testify  the 
fact,  the  gentleman  would  be  stili  ineredulous. 
Were  you  not  petitioned  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Tenitorv  at  your  last  session  ?  Did  not  the  people, 
dormg  the  last  Summer,  in  every  possible  form,  in- 
dignantly denounce  the  attempted  usurpation  of 
Congress?  And  has  not  their  Dele^te  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  L^islatnre  signified  the  wishes 
of  his  c<Mistituents  by  obtikining  leave  to  bring  in 
a  biift  for  that  purpose  in  a  few  days  af^r  our 
meeting?  But  why  need  I  refer  to  these  facts? 
Is  there  any  circumstance  which  renders  it  less 
denmble  to  the  people  of  Missouri  than  at  the 
last  seesien?    What  is  il  they  pray  for  ?  the  n§^t 


of  seIf-^oyemm«it*-the  choicest  blessing  of  Hea- 
ven to  human  kind.  And,  does  an  American 
S^iator  wish  any  other  evidience  of  the  existence 
of  this  wish,  but  that  innate  desire  for  this  hi|^ 
privileee  in  man  wherever  he  is  found ;  bat  moie 
especifiuly  with  a  pec^le  principally  composed  of 
natiye  born  Amcrioaas,  who  have  enjoyed  the 
blessing  and  know  how  to  appreciate  it  7  Bat, 
he  does  not  know  the  number  of  peo^e  ia  the 
Territory  since  Arkansas  was  detached,  l*io!  Wits 
not  the  latter  Territory.detached  during  the  last 
session  contemporaneously  with  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  ?  Then  no  objection  wns 
heard  as  to  her  wanting  the  number  to  justify  her 
admission  into  the  UnioaJ  But,  if  her  tfumbcr 
were  sufficient  then,  much  nu^e  so  is  it  now^ 
when  they  have  incalculably  increased  by  that 
tide  of  emigration  which  has  so  steadily  flowed 
into  the  Territory  during  the  last  year.  He  is  ateo 
not  satisfied  with  the  boujudaries.  Yet  they,  too, 
were  critically  scanned  during  the  last  seKion^ 
and  finally  assuiaed  such  a  shape  as  to  be  UAez<s^ 
ceptionable.  I  will  not  lose  more  time,  in  meet^ 
ing  objections  of  this  kind,  which  carry  with  them 
their  own  refutation,  than  barely  t6  remark  tbmt 
the  gentleman  who  used  them  must  have  felt  him* 
self  pressed  to  the  wall  before  he  would  resort  to 
means  of  defence  of,  to  say  the  least,  such  doubt* 
ful  prbpriety.  It  would  have  been  better  at  once 
fairly  to  aoxnowledge  the  real  object  Let  it  be 
presented  without  ambiguity.  Let  the  issue  be 
made  up,  and,  according  to  the  will  of  the  major- 
ity, let  the  contest  be  settled.  I  will  state  f^aaJdy 
what  it  is.  The  gentlemen  wish  to  impose  restrict 
tionson  the  people  of  Missouri,  and  not  on  the  people 
of  Maine,  llere  lies  the  difierence,  not  in  the  un- 
equal^claims  of  the  people  of  these  two  portions  of 
territories,  but  in  the  new-fangled  scheme,  the  re- 
sult of  modern  and  unwise  counsels,  which  seeks 
to  fix  on  Missouri  the  badge  of  inequality  and  de- 
gradation. I  had  fondly  hoped  that  the  good 
sense  of  the  Senate,  and  its  regard  to  the  just  nchts 
of  every  part  of  the  Union,  would  have  resbted  an 
attempt  so  repugnant  to  the  plighted  failh  of  the 
nation,  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution* 
and,  above  aU,  the  great  and  inalienable  right  of 
the  people  of  self^ovemBient ;  but,  in  this  hope  I 
fear  I  shall  be  disappointed.  It  is  this  attempt 
which  constitutes  tae  only  diflerence  between 
Maine  and  Missouri.  Now,  I  submit  thii  ques- 
tion to  the  candor  of  gendemen  on  the  opposite 
side« 

If  the  desisn  alluded  to,  that  of  imposing  re- 
strictions on  the  people  of  Missouri,  did  not  edsL 
or,  existing,  we  were  ready  to  a^ree  to  it,  woold 
they  have  any  difficulty  in  agreeing  to  the  union 
of  these  States  in  the  same  bUl  ?  I  answer  for 
them— they  would  not :  the  bill  would  have  passed, 
notwithstanding  this  union,  without  criticism  or 
question.  But  the  question,  in  our  view,  is  as 
though  this  difficulty  did  not  exist ;  for  that  which 
does  not  exist,  and  that  which  onght  not  to  exist, 
is,  as  to  its  enects,  precisely  the  same.  Now,  we 
say  you  have  no  right  to  impose  these  restrictions, 
and,  having  no  right,  yon  shall  claim  no  advan- 
tage by  the  atlempt.    This  would  be  to  sufibr  you 
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to  proit  by  yo«r  own  wrong ;  and,  if  I  «hi  correct 
ii^  saving  you  would  haye  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
poeea  consolklation,  were  it  not  for  this  attempt  to 
ccmtrol  the  people  of  Missouri  in  the  exercise  of 
tlie  great  pnTilege  of  making  thdr  own  govern- 
ment, and  also  that  you  hare  no  right  so  to  con- 
Vml  them,  we,  who  assume  both  these  as  uaques- 
tumaUe  truths,  can  see  no  serious  difficulty  to  the 
proposed  union.    I  forbear  to  inrestigate  them  at 
this  time,  because  I  hare  been Jold  by;  the  Chair, 
and  propKoly  told,  that  Upon  this  question  snch  an 
Bvestigation  would,  as  the  lawyers,  say,  be  trav- 
eUiBg  out  of  the  record.    In  the  proper  stage  of 
the  question  I  will,  as  far  as  my  feeue  capacity 
will  enaide  me,  endeavor  to  sustain  them  to  the 
satisfaction  of  erery  unprejudiced  mind.    B)at  gen- 
tkmfflii  confidently  ask  us,  whv  seek  to  compd  us 
to  vote  for  a  measure  of  whicn  we  disapprove  by 
uniting  it  with  another  on  which  there  is-  no  differ- 
ence <»  opinion  ?    For  the  plainest  of  all  possible 
.reasons.    You  who  ask^  slmll  be  compelled  to  do 
justice.    Is  this  a  novelty  in  ethics  or  in  legisla- 
tkm  ?    If  you  apply  to  a  court  of  equity  for  its  aid 
in  reference  to  a  subject  relative  to  which  there  is 
Bo  doubt,  what  is  the  answer  of  the  chancdlor? 
You  who  ask  must  do  justice.    ^'  Do  unto  others 
as  you  would  be  done  unto,"  is  a  sublime  maxim 
of  morality,  inculcated  by  the  highest  of  all  pos- 
sible authority,  and  on  which,  we  are  told,  hang 
^le  law  and  the  prophets,  s  You  who  ask  justice 
isx  Iftaine,  shiill  be  compelled  to  do  it  for  Mis- 
BoorL    And  shall  we  be  called  unreasonable  who 
TJ^w  the  question  in  this  light,  if  to  preserve 
equality,  which  is  but  another  name  for  justice, 
we  uftite  themr  iadissolubly  together,  and  subject 
tbem  to  a  common  fate?    How  could  we  stand 
luirtified  in  lending  ourselves  to  a  course  of  legis- 
jatioii  whose  result  would  be  stan^ped  with  the 
most  consummate  injustice?    Do  you  not  know 
that  the  verv  Constitution  by  whose  authcnrtty  we 
are  bere  k  tne  result  of  compromise  brought  about 
hj  the  verv  course  v^e  are  now  pursmngl    If  the 
Sooth  had  required  its  claims,  never  so  just,  first 
to  have  been  yielded,  and  all  control  over  such  ces- 
siofi  to  have  been  surrendered  by  the  North  before 
its  pretensions  had  been  hear^  much  less  estab- 
Ikhed,  would  not  such  a  proposition  hav(e  been 
scooted  ?    The  iaot  is,  in  all  great  national  ques- 
tions, where  different  views  and  different  fedinffs 
pcevail,  it  is  indispensable  to  any  pcactieal  result 
that  we  practise  towards  each  other  some  di^gree 
of  deference  and  concession.    The  mind  of  man 
ref  olts  at  that  spirit  of  arrogance  which  claims 
finqpnalificd  submission  and  acqukscence  to  the  pre- 
tensions (^  an  equal,  who,  at  the  same  moment, 
tefwaes  to  listen  to  yours.    EVery  consideration  of 
nropriety,  and  iustice,  and  prudence,  demands  that 
be,  towards  whom  injustice  is  about  to  be  prac- 
tised, should  reject  every  prc^iosition  which  has 
not  pedect  equiuity  for  its  basis.    It  is  in  thisspirit 
that  we  who  think  the  claims  of  Missouri,  for  the 
reasons  before  assigned,  to  an  admission  into  the 
Union  as  u&restrai^  as  Maine,  are  stronger  than 
those  of  Maine,  believe  it  would  be  an  act  of  folly 
and  injustice  to  fsaiSa  Maine  to  be  introduced  into 
the  Union  ^hMe  Mistoori  was  excluded.    I  there- 


fore, repeat  again,  do  unto  others  as  you  would 
they  should  do  unto  you.  Precedent  has  been  re- 
sorted to  on  this  occasion  to  iixfiuence  our  decision. 
It  is  supposed  to  be  found  in  the  instance  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Vermont.  With  submission,  I  think 
the  gentlemen  singularly  unfortunate  in,  this  refer- 
ence. I  am  authorized  to  say,  iscm  unquestionable 
authority,  that  Kentucky  was  kept  back  some  time 
for  the  purpose  of  insuring  the  admission  of  Ver- 
mont. What  do  we  propose  to  do?  Not  todday 
the  admission  of  Maine  lor  a  moment,  but  simply 
to  unite  Missouri  with  her.  Does  this  affect  Maine? 
No.  Yet,  in  the  very  case  alluded  to,  the  East 
refused  jus]tice  to  the  West,,  for  a  portion  of  time, 
mth  the  design  of  making  this  act  of  their  justice 
to  Kentucky  subservient  to  the  wishes  of  Vermont 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union ;  and,  although  thev 
are  not  in  the  same  law,  yet,  as  there  was  no  dim- 
ci]dtv  at  that  time  in  admitting  both,  they  passed 
at  tne  same  session.  But  let  us  suppose  the  mvid- 
ious  distinctions  which  are  now  attempted  had 
been  insisted  on  against  Kentucky  or  Vermont,  is 
it  to  be  believed  that  the  same  caution  would  not 
have  been  used  which  we  propose  -now  to  pursue  ? 
In  this  conclusion  I  think  I  am  vrarranted  by  re- 
ferring to  the  law  of  the  same  session  in  regard  to 
the  representation  of  those  States.  The  census 
not  havmg  been  taken,  the  ratio  was  arbitrary, 
and,  to  prevent  inequality,  both  States  were  united 
in  tne  same  law,  and  two  Hepresentatives  assigned 
to  each.    So  much  for  precedent,  sir. 

In  calling  upon  the  Senate  to  8tti>port  the  amend- 
ment, whose  cnfect  vnll  be  to  admit  Missouri  into 
the  Union,  there  is  one  portion  of  the  House  to 
which  I  ml  confid^it  I  shall  not  appeal  in  vain. 
I  address  myself  to  those  vrho  have  jtnt  eecuped 
firom  the  thraldom  of  colonial  government.  You 
have  too  recently  escaped  from  Uiat  degraded  stale, 
and  entered  into  the  fruition  of  all  the  blessings  of 
'self^vemment,  not  to  appreciate  duly  the  advan- 
tages of  the  change.  The  unportioned  Missouri, 
the  nation's  orphan,  claims  to  participate  in  thu 
immeasureaUe  Uesnng.  Can  vou  turn  a  deaf  ear 
to  her  juBt  supplications?  Sne  Imocks  at  ^at 
door  thiroi^h  wnkh  you  have  just.entered.  Does 
it.become  you  to  bar  it  against  her?  Leave  tins 
in vidiotis,  unhallowed  tauE,  to  your  veteran  mbo- 
ciates.  Remember  the  question  now  is,  shidl  Mis- 
souri be  adnutted  at  all  ?  T*he  question  is  hot  in- 
vdved  whether  abe  shall  be  admitted  widi  or  with- 
out rcartrtctioiks.  Whatever  may  be  your  senti- 
mentB on  this  suk|ject,  it  is  not  at  this  stage thatan 
exmeasion  of  thnn  is  cdled  for.  An  opportunity 
wul  be  furnished  you  bereafitet-  of  reeoa^mg  your 
opinion  on  this  pomt. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  essentially  taivolved 
in  the  measure  under  eoAsidomtion,  is  one,  in  its 
consequences,  of  the  highest  in»ort  to  the  tran- 
quillitv  and  happiness  of  the  Union.  Let  me 
vappeal  to  the  (Mher  side,  (and  I  design  to  be  as 
sofenm  as  the  occasion  requires,)  and  asfc,  what  is 
to  be  done?  We  are  pledged  bf  the  most  sobmn 
sanctions  of  our  religion  to  reject  the  meditated  re* 
Btrietioi^  on  Missouri;  the  Ck>nstkution,  which  we 
have  sworn  to  siqmort,  forbids  it^  Yoli  say  that 
you  wiU  not  recede  because  e^adienoy  dioliteait. 
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Is,  then,  that  vast  region  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
with  its  countless  imiabitants,  forever  tq  he  sub- 
jected to  a  colonial  govemriient?  If  it  were  prac- 
ticable, does  it  become  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  to  will  it?    But  suffer  not  yourselves  to  be 
deceived.    The  same  spiHt  whicn  animated  the 
heroes  and  patriots  of  the  Revolution  warms  the 
bosoms  of  those  hardy  sons  of  th^  West;  and 
when  you,  by  your  resolves,  arrest  the  mighty  flood 
of  the  Mississippi,  then,  and  not  tiU  then^  will  you 
be  able  to  repress  this  uncon^ueraUe  spirit    I  will 
not  lift  the  curtain  to  look  into  futunty,  still  less 
to  delineate  what  I  fear  may  be  the  awful  conse- 
quences.   I  am  not  easily  alarmed,  nor  am  I  dis- 
posed to  be  an  alarmist ;  but  this  I  will  say,  that  I 
lear  this  subject  will  be  an  ignited  spark,  which, 
communicated  to  an  immense  mass  ofcombustion, 
will  produce  an  explosion  that  will  shake  this 
Union  to  its  centre.    There  is  one  consideration 
connected  with  the  pr^nt  question  and  its  attend- 
ant circumstances,  that  swells  beyond  even  it,  im- 
portant as  it  is,  and  embraces  the  foundations  of 
our  political  fabric.    The  crisis  has  arrived,  con- 
templated by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  guard  against  whose  effects  was  the  principal 
object  of  the  creation  of  the  Senate.    To  us  does 
the  Constitution  look  in  the  moment  of  popular 
excitement,  whether  the  result  of  accident  or  de- 
sign ;  to  us  belongs  the  hieh  attribute  of  prescrib- 
iujg  limits  to  its  excess.    Tne  fitamers  of  tne  Con- 
stitution,  independently  of  their  general  knowl- 
edge, were  deeply  read  in  the  character  of  man ; 
they  had  seen  him  in  every  phase  of  which  he  Ivas 
susceptible  in  peace  and  war.    They,  therefore, 
knew  that  power  and  distinction  were  idols  but 
too  devoutly  worshipped  in  every  heart ;  that  there 
were  too  many  who  valued  them  even  beyond 
their  consciences,  and  whose  sacrifice  was  there- 
fore considered  small  compared  to  their  enjoy- 
ment.   Nothing  is  more  easy  than  to  sail  ffentiy 
down  the  current  with  all  your  sails  swelled  with 
popular  breezes.    It  is  that  breeze  which  becomes 
your  chart  and  compass.    You  fear  np  shoal  or 
breaker  but  popular  displeasure.    But  these  great 
men,  in  tracing  liberty  aiid  its  effects  from  the 
master  States  of  antiqmty  to  the  present  time,  had 
seen,  wherever  it  had  appeared,  that  it  had  been 
attended  with 'faction  and  violence — conforming 
in  this  to  the  law  of  all  existing^things,  that  what- 
ever is  sreat  is  irregular.    To  create  some  check 
in  the  Constitution  that  might  stay  its  fury  was 
the  result  of  profound  wi^lom.    To  fulnl  this 
^reat  purpose,  a  duration  in  office  has  been  as- 
signed us^sufficient  to  fill  the  measure  of  legitimate 
ambition.  If  true  to  our  trust,  we  stand  as  an  isth- 
mus between  the  troubled  wave  of  popular  discon- 
tent, lashed  into  a  storm  by  local  prejudices  or 
designing  demagrogues,  and  the  Constitution.    If, 
instead  of  resislmg,  we  yidd  to  the  current,  we 
£well  the  dreadful  tide,  which,  passing  its  limits, 
fleods  the  land,  and  whelms  every  thing  in  ruin. 
The  time  has  arrived  which  brings  to  the  test  the 
theory  of  the  Constitution.    This  portentous  sub- 
ject twelve  months  a^,  was  a  little  speck  scarcely 
▼isiUe  above  the  hozizon ;  it  has  already  overcast 
the  heavens,  obscuring  every  other  object ;  mate- 


rials are  everywhere  accumulating  with  which  to 
render  it  darker.  I  cannot  repress  an  expressiiHi 
of  my  fears  as  to  its  catastrophe,  unless  it  be  dissd* 
pa  ted  by  the  wisdom  and  the  firmness  of  the  Sen- 
ate. To  stand  firm  when  deserted  by  the  pe<^e: 
to  prefer  our  duty  to  our  hononi,  requires  a  moral 
energy  not  often  to  be  found.  To  disfranchise 
oursdfves  when  not  called  for  by  the  magnitude  of 
the  subject  is  wanton  suicide.  But  fearlessly  to 
commit  ourselves  to  the  breach  when  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  our  country  demand  it,  entitles 
those  who  perform  so  illustrious  a  service  to  die 
gratitude  of^  their  cbuntry.  I  think  I  see  around 
me  8om6  who  are  ready  to  make  the  sacrifice.  To 
them,  if  my  feeUe  voice  can  effect  it,  shall  be 
erected  an  everlasting  monument  of  imperishable 
fame.  I  do  not  ask  of  others  what  I  am  not  ready- 
to  perform ;  and  if  ever  the  day  shall  come  when 
the  welfare  of  my  country  demands  this  sacrifice 
of  me,  and  I  shall  be  wanting  in  my  duty,  I  pray 
God  it  may  be  my  last. 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  observed  that,  from 
the  relation  in  which  he  stood  to  the  State  whose 
separation  was  to^be  effected  by  the  bill,  it  might 
be  expected  that  he  should  take  some  part  in  the 
debate,  though  he  was  not  sure  that  it  was  in  his 
power  to  add  much  to  the  illustration  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  must  be  obvious  to  all  that  he  could  not 
reflect  without  regret  upon  the  proposed  division  of 
his  native  Slate;  but  as  this  measure  had  been 
long  since  agreed  to,  with  the  full  and  deliberate 
consent  of  all  parties  concerned ;  and  the  peoj^e 
of  Maine,  in  consequence  of  what  he  r^rdedas 
an  invitation  from  Congress,  had  actually  formed 
a  constitution,  and  were  now  intent  upon  the  con- 
summation ot  their  plan,  be  felt  it  to  be  his  duty 
to  contribute,  with  sincerity  and  frankness,  to  its 
accomplishment.  The  question  now  before  the 
Senate  was  in  substance  a  question  of  order ;  and 
it  was  with  a  view  to  disencumber  it  of  other  ques- 
tions, of  a  more  grand  and  interesting  character, 
that  he  should  vote  iiflfevor  of  the  recommitment. 
He  should,  on  the  whole,  have  preferred  taking 
the  question  upon  the  adoption  of  the  amendment : 
but  as  upon  that  the  entire  merits  of.  the  Missouri 
pretensions  would  have  been  open  to  a  debate,  at 
the  option  of  honorable  gentlemen,  which  it  was 
desirable  to  avoid,  he  was  reconciled  to  the  present 
course.  He  begged  leave,  however,  to  deny,  that 
a  vote  in  favor  of  this  motion  was  equivalent  to 
one  for  rejecting  Missouri.  He  had  once  vot^ 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  and  expected,  after 
a  fair  opportunity  for  examination  into  the  details 
of  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  if  it  could  be  made  to 
accord  with  his  views,  to  vote  for  it  again.  It  was 
not,  he  agreed,  very  easy  to  compass,  with  the 
chains  of  a  dennition,  the  principles  that  should 
rmilate  the  embracing  of  several  objects  in  one 
bill ;  but  there  was  in  every  man's  bosom  a  per- 
ception of  the  fitness  and  con^ruity  of  objects  which 
furnished  an  almost  unerring  standard.  If  the 
subject-matter  of  two  provisions  was  entirely  dis- 
similar, and  unconnected ;  If  the  law  could  neither 
operate  simultaneously,  nor  with  equal  effect,  upon 
different  subjects ;  if  Uie  conclusion  to  be  drawn 
resulted  from  different  premises,  and  dq>ended  on 
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anoments  which  could  not  stand  in  any  possible 
reution  to  each  other,  it  might  be  assum^,  for  a 
general  principle,  that  they  ought  not  to  be  united. 
u  a  l»U  were  sent  &om  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, i(x  raising  revenue,  it  would  be  most  im- 
proper and  unusual  to  hook  upon  it  a  bankrupt 
act,  or  anj  other  heterogeneous  amendment,  m 
Kogland,  it  had  been  fashionable,  formerly,  to  at- 
tonot  to  starve  maies^  into  a  compliant  humor, 
by  the  appendage  of  riders  to  the  sui^ly  bills ;  but 
he  protested  against  the  introduction  of  so  objec- 
tionaUe  a  precedent  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  House.  In 
reply  to  the  appeal  of  the  honorable  member  from 
Yuginia,  who  emphatically  demanded  whether 
the  proposed  junction  of  these  two  subjects  would 
be  resiked^  Imt  for  the  objections  held  in  reserve 
to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  he  declared,  with  the 
most  perfect  sincerity,  that  ne  was  not  influenced 
by  any  such  anticipation ;  but  simply  by  a  sense 
of  the  absolute  discordance  of  the  tWo  provisions, 
and  a  regard  to  what  he  believed  the  dignity  of  the 
Senate  demanded.  No  two  things  could  have  less 
resemblance.  The  one  is  comprised  in  three  lines : 
You  have  only  to  say  to  MaincL  let  her  be  a  State, 
'to  which  all  are  agreed,)  and  she  is  a  State.  But, 
or  Missouri,  you  must  proceed  cautioiisly  through 
various  sections,  and  important  details.  In  one 
case  you  have  only  to  say  a  thinff  is  done ;  in  the 
other  you  settle  praiminaries,  and  give  permission 
for  a  very  different  thing  to  be  done  hereeifter.  As 
to  the  precedents  cited  by  gentlemen  who  supported 
the  amendment,  they  were  adverse  to  all  their  con- 
clusions. The  State  of  Kentucky  was  admitted 
into  the  Union  February  4,  1791 ;  the  State  of 
Vermont,  February  18,  in  the  same  year;  so  th^t, 
though  both  bills  were  pending  at  the  same  time, 
and  each  consisted  of  httle  ;nore  than  a  sentence, 
they  were  enacted  separately,  and  on  different  days ; 
which  establishes  the  fact  that  no  coippromise  or 
combination  existed.  It  is  true  that  thekct  for  the 
apportionment  of  the  Representatives  of  the  two 
States,  which  passed  afterwards,  on  the  25th  of 
February,  had  reference  to  both  States;  giving 
two  members  to  each ;  but  this  was  perfectly  anal- 
QgDus  to  all  former  proceedings  in  the  apportion- 
ment of  Representatives.  This  is  made  among 
all  the  States  by  one  general  law ;  and,  as  these 
two  States  were  now  admitted,  to  include  them  in 
reference  to  this  object,  was  to  make  a  supplemen- 
tary act  in  perfect  unison  with  the  exiting  system. 
BiU,  said  Mr.  O.,  it  is  not  perceived  that  sentlemen 
arerequued  to  justify  this  attempt,  upon  Uie^und 
of  the  similitude  of  the  cases,  acknowledff mg,  as 
they  do,  the  influence  of  a  more  profound  and  cogent 
motire.  With  an  openness  deserving  commenda- 
tion, they  avow  that  they  are  guided  by  considera- 
tions o£  policy  in  coupling  these  measures  \  that 
they  plainly  intend  that  the  success  of  one  shall 
dqieod  on  tne  fate  of  the  other,  and  that,  unless  the 
•Ceed  will  carry  double,  he  shall  not  come  out  of  the 
stalL  U^  then,  the  suggestions  of  a  wise  and  just 
policy  require  that  these  States  should  be  thus 
•oldered  together;  the  objections  on  the  score  of 
irregularity  are,  certainly,  of  minor  consequence, 
and  shoola  be  moged  in  the  higher  and  more  im- 


portant motive.  Great  credit  v^as  certainly  dtt& 
to  the  gentlemen  for  the  absence  of  all  disguise  in 
their  support  of  this  connexion,  on  the  ground  of 
policy,  and  they  were'  doubtless  well  satisSed  of  the 
correctness  of  aims  so  freely  disclosed-^but,  he 
nevertheless  was  persuaded,  that  the  {policy  was 
most  unfortunate  and  unsound.  What  is  it,  wh«i 
reduced  to  fterms  of  abstraction?  It  amounts  to 
this :  that  no  State  shall  hereafter  be  admitted  from 
a  population  entirely  white,  unless  another  has  in- 
gress at  the  same  time  with  a  mixed  population,  to  ' 
counterbalance  its  influence.  Let  .us  inqiiire  for  a 
moment  into  the  equitaUe  effect  of  this  policy,  as 
well  as  into  its  expediency.  Since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  four  States,  from  which  slavery 
is  excluded,  namely,  Vermont.  Ohio  Indiana^  and 
Illinois;  and  five  states  in'wnich  it  is  permitted, 
for  instance.  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mis- 
sissippi^ ana  Alabama,  have  become  members  of 
the  Union.  This  gives  a  majority  of  one  State  in 
which  involuntary  servitude  is  tolerated.  After 
Maine  shall  be  incorporated,  the  prospect  of  another 
State,  with  an  entirely  white  population,  will  be 
at  an  end — certainly  for  very  many  years.  No 
symptoms  of  a  contemplated  division  of  a  State 
have  appeared  in  any  quarter  north.'  New  York 
exults  in  her  integrity  and  numbers.  Michi^n, 
by  possibility  may  f(^m  an  exception,  but  it  is 
more  probaole  that  circumstances  may  render  it 
eligible  to  annex  that  Territory  to  Ohio,  or  keep  it 
in  Its  present  state,  for  an  indefinito  period.  In 
this  view  of  affairs,  what  then  is  the  lanffuage  of 
the  policy  proclaimed  by  gentlemen,  fairly  para- 
phrased ?  is  it  not,  "  we  have  alreaay  the  advan- 
^  tage  in  the  admission  of  new  States,. by  the  ma- 
'  jority  of  one.  This  we  are  determine  toretain— 
^  and  reserve  to  ourselves  the  power  of  multiplying 
^  them  as  circumstances  will  permit,  throuffnout 
^the  vast  ejmanse  of  territory  between  the  Aussls- 
^  sippi  and  racific,  though  you  are  stinted  and  can 
'  go  no. further."  And  what  will  be  regarded  as 
the  apparent  scope  of  this  policy  ?  Certainly  to 
engross  power  and  influence,  in  order  to  checkmate 
the  progress  or  power  of  the  other  States ;  and  thus 
hold  up  to  open  view,  in  the  Senate,  a  principle 
which  nas  been  for  the  first  time  thus  distinctly 
avowed.  What  will  be  the  sentiments  and  feelings 
of  the  peofde  of  Maine  at  this  disclosure  ?  What 
their  enragement  and  dismay  in  hearing  of  this 
new  and  inconceivable  policy !  When,  after  or- 
ganizing a  Constitution  at  your  bidding  (for  the 
act  of  mst  session  regulating  the  coasting  trade 
was  nothing  less  than  an  express  invitation  to  them 
to  set  up  for  themselves,)  when  after  all  the  trouble, 
expense,  expectation,  and  airangementsi  made  in 
view  to  that  event,  they  are  given  to  understand 
that  they  must  be  debarred  from  their  promised 
privilege,  until  another  State  is  ready  for  admission 
to  countorvail  their  influence.  Poes  not  thispolicy, 
however  well  intended,  fo  directly  to  establish  a  line 
of  demarcation  exceeoingly  to  be  deprecated,  and 
to  countenance  the  doctrine  of  a  really  existing 
discordancy  of  interests  hetween  States  of  different 
descriptions  ?  And  will  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  inculcate  or  give  currency  to  an  opinion 
which,  if  well  founded,  we  should  endeavor  to  dis- 
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^^96  ?    He  did  not  howerer  beliere  in  the  exist- 
ence of  any  such  real  division  of  interests  anaong 
the  members  of  the  Union.    Prejudices  indeed j>re- 
Vailed  out  of  doors  among  those  whoiook  only  on 
the  surface  of  things,  but  the  Senate  would  not,  he 
hoped,  give  its  imprimatur  to  the  orthodoxy  of  any 
such  creed.    This  body  represents  not  only  the 
sorereiraty  and  ^equality  of  the  States,  but  the 
imity  of  their  interests.    These  interests,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  different  classes  of  the  sreat  community, 
are  identical.    The  causes  which  affect  the  pro«-  { 
perity  of  the  commerce  of  New  Orleans,  bear  al- 1 
ways  with  the  same  Weight  upon  that  of  Boston.  | 
The  i^anter  of  the  Southern  States,  and  the  farmer 
of  the  Northern^  must  equally  depend  upon  .agri- 
culture as  the  source  of  their  comforts  and  riches. 
The  manufacturer  of  the  West  must  thrive  or  fail 
in  the  same  circumstances  which  affect  his  brethren 
in  the  East.    All  experience  as  well  as  reason 
shows,  that  these  great  interests  are  the  same, 
wherever  situated.    The  events  which  are  propi- 
tioms  or  unfavorable,  shed  a  corresponding  innu- 
ence  upon  them  all.    We  are  one  people,  and  must 
lejoice  and  momrn,  and  rise  or  fall  top^ther.    We 
are  alike  the  representatives  of  the  nee,  however 
the  descriptions  of  our  population  may  vary,  and 
whatever  may  be  the  ratio  of  numbers  which  reg- 
ulate the  elective  franchise.    These  are  the  prin- 
ciples and  feelings  which  the  Senate  should  culti- 
vate and  proclami.    For  his  part,  he  regarded  his 
associates  in  the  Legislature  as  standing  upon  the 
some  footing  with  himself^  and,  in  the  course  of  a 
long  and  in/timate  acquumtance  with  gentlemen 
firom  the  slaveholding  states,  he  had  never  for  an 
ia^nt  been  conscious  of  any  obstacles  to  his  es^ 
teem  and  respect  arising  from  local  considerations. 
Amonff  them,  in  an  early  part  of  his  life,  he  had 
formed  and  cherished  some  of  his  most  valued  in- 
timacies.   For  those  around  him,  whose  acquaint- 
ance was  recent,  he  realized  evvery  propensity  to 
ffoodwill  and  esteem  which  he  should  fed  towards 
vioee  horn,  his  own  vicinity.    With  others  a  longer 
aequaintance  had  ripened  mto  real  fViendship ;  and 
for  his  old  frirad  above  him  (Mr.  Macon,)  be  pro- 
fessed a  sincere  affection  and  respect,  (inspired  bv 
a  long  experience  of  his  honorable  character,) 
though  they  had  formerly  broken  toeether  many  a 
political  lance,  and  he  was -sorry  to  discern  in  him 
symptoms  of  wounded  or  excited  feelings  on  the 
present  occasion.    These  dispositions,  he  thought, 
•hottkL  be  reciprocated  among  the  people  of  our 
eountrv,  who  snould  be  taught  by  example  to  hf- 
Mere  tnemsetves  one ;  and  no  policy  could  in  his 
minion  prove  more  injurious  to  the  country,  than 
that  which  should  record  the  admitted  existence  of 
this  local  or  ffeogntphieal  discrimination  of  inter- 
ests in  that  chamber  which  had  been  consigned  to 
ashes  by  a  common  enemy,  redeemed  by  a  com- 
mon purse,  and  consecrated  to  the  advancement 
of  the  common  welCeire. 

There  vna  another  view  of  the  subject  which 
Mr.  O.  wished  to  present.  Ghranting  for  the  mo- 
ment, that  the  policy  of  honorable  gentlemen  is 
correct  in  itself,  and  not  pregnant  with  the  disad- 
vaotaffes  just  now  imputed  to  it,  there  are  other 
oonnderatibns  which  outweigh  any  benefits  which 


can  emanate  from  it.  No  policy  can  claim  a 
comparison  in  excellency  with  that  which  estab- 
lish^ a  pure  and  incorruptible  legislation,  and 
which  excludes  from  the  public  councils  all  strat- 
agem and  compromise  in  the  enactment  of  laws. 
Nothing  could  be  more  remote  from  the  minds  of 
the  committee  and  the  friends  of  the  report  than 
any  measure  which  would  de^de  the  Legislature 
to  the  condition  of  a  mere  ratifier  of  contracts  and 
bargains.  Yet,  look  at  th€  subordinate  and  some- 
times clashing  interests,  which  importune  the  at- 
tention of  every  Congress. 

'  There  is  not  only  an  interest  of  agriculture,  an 
interest  of  commerce,  an  interest  of  manufactures, 
but  interests  of  roads  and  canals,  of  army,  of  navy, 
and  of  private  claims  inmnnerable.  Is  there  no 
danger,  hereafto,  that  this  precedent  niay  be  of 
evil  tendency,  and  a  step  towards  a  compromisib^ 
system  of  legislation  that  would  be  destructive  to  the 
puUic  inter^t?  May  not,  at  some  future  day,  the 
friends  to  a  bankrupt  act  collude  with  the  advoc- 
ates for  a  change  in  the  tariff?  The  friends  to  a 
road  in  this  quiurter  make  tarms  with  the  promo- 
ters ofa  canal  in  another  direction?  The  advocates 
for  claims  of  one  description  stipulate  for  mutual 
support  with  the  claimants  of  another  description  ? 
When  the  broad  principle  of  deciding  every  ques- 
tion on  its  own  merits  is  once  deserted,  is  mere 
not  danger  that,  at  some  period  not  Tery  remote, 
when  the  men  of  principle  who  now  constitute 
this  Senate  shall  have  disappeared,  the  business  of 
legislation  will  be  resolved  into  a  trade  of  bargain 
and  compromise,  first  of  nuUic,  then  of  private 
interests ;  that  the  lavrs  wiU  be  contracts,  do  vt  deSy 
facio  Hi  facias,  and  that  this  chamber  may  become 
a  department  of  Change  Alley,  where  parties  will 
come  prepared  to  balance  interests,  settle  differ- 
ences, and  help  each  other  at  the  expense  of  the 
nation?  He  studioi^^v  avoided  touching  upon 
many  topics  which  had  been  introduced  mto  the 
debate.  It  was  his  settled  purpose  to  avoid  them 
until  they  were  presented  in  due  time  and  place. 
The  claims  of  Mis^uri  have  been  strenuously  in- 
sisted on.  Her  pretensions  to  an  early  admission, 
it  is  said,  are  superior  to  those  of  Maine.  He 
would  not  enter  into  any  comparison  of  these  pre- 
tension^ but  was  unable  to  discern  any  disadvan- 
tage under  which  she  labored.  She  had  an  organ- 
ized and  representative  government ;  and  though 
it  was  observed  she  had  no  voiqe  in  deciding  ques- 
tions in  which  her  interests  are  im|dicated,  yet,  if 
she  had  forty  voices,  she  could  say  no  more  tbsn 
that  she  had  a  sufficient  population,  and  wants  a 
State  government.  This  is  said  and  repeated, 
sufficiently  often  and  au^Uy,  by  the  faithful  Del- 
egate who  attends  to  her  concerns  in  the  o^ier 
iiouse.  He  is  not  silent ;  and  if  idl  his  constitu- 
ents were  here,  en  masse,  they  could  say  and  do 
no  more.  There  is  no  pressinj^  difficulty  in  this 
concern  of  Missouri.  Snterprising  persons  have 
einigrated  to  that  Territory,  knovring  the  condi- 
tions. They  now  vnsh  to  be  incorporated  into  tire 
Union.  To  this,  nobody  objects-^but  auastions 
are  foreseen  that  may  ahse  in  regard  to  tne  terms 
of  admission.  But  can  it  be  reasonaUe  that  the 
District  of  Maine  should  be  responsiUe  for  the  soc- 
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\  of  tbe  api^ation  of  Missouri,  or  that  those 
wiio  are  engaged  in  promoting  the  admission  of 
ooe  ahouid  be  compelled  now  to  consider  the  ob- 
jections to  the  pretensions  of  the  other?  It  is  in- 
coneeiTsble  that  gentlemen  wiU  persist  in  a  deter- 
vmatioD  not  to  do  what  they  believe  to  be  right, 
because  others  cannot  do  what  they  in  iheir  con- 
sdcoees  fear  may  be  wrong.  When  the  feelings, 
ezciled  by  zeal  subside,  they  will  surely  revert  to 
pnoci{^es  which  are  natural  and  almost  innate, 
and  do  what  they  honestly  conceive  and  feel  to  be 
Tt^tj  without  rc^rd  to  consequences.  If  it  is  fit 
and  just  to  admit  the  elder  sister,  as  she  is  styled 
by  some  gentlemen,  why  should  she  be  compelled 
to  wait  for  the  younger?  Why  should  this  sister, 
a  lady  used  to  company  all  her  days,  and  who  is 
now  of  a  certain  age,  and  come  up,  at  your  invi- 
tation, in  full  dress,  have  the  door  snut  in  her  face 
by  the  family^  merely  because  Miss  in  her  teens, 
who  has  not  made  her  toilette  or  procured  her 
corsets,  is  not  ready  to  make  her  appearance.  As 
to  the  accusation,  now  first  suggested,  of  premature 
di%ence  and  presumptuousness  in  Maine,  in 
framing  her  constitution  without  leave  of  Confess. 
it  was  entirely  groundless.  She  was  not  oUijBfeo 
to  consult  Congress  on  that  subject  in  the  first 
instance.  Missouri  could  make  no  constitution 
without  leave  of  Congress :  for  her  domain  must 
be  jjanted  by  Congress,  and  especially  described, 
berare  her  jurisdiction  could  attach.  She  must 
ask  of  Congress,  not  only  the  power  to  make  a 
constitution,  but  a  territory  whereon  it  shall  op- 
erate; and  without  the  last  the  former  would  be 
nngatcny.  But  Maine  has  her  territory  in  actual 
occupancy,  with  the  consent  of  Massachusetts. 
8^  nas  only  to  request  from  Congress  the  simple 
fiieuhy  of  coming  mto  the  Union. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  again  remind  the  Senate 
of  the  act  of  the  last  session  regulating  the  coasting 
trade,  which  he  considered  as  a  prelmiinary  act  to 
the  admission  of  Maine.  In  consequence  of  this 
the  people  had  incurred  great  trouble,  made  all 
tiieir  arrangements,  and  were  now  attending  in 
Boston,  by  their  Representatives,  to  complete  the 
separation.  Not  only  so,  but  the  people  of  Massa- 
chusetts themselves  would  be  compelled  to  alter 
their  constitution  so  as  to  conform  to  the  new 
order  of  things ;  and  it  is  of  immense  consequence, 
to  aH  parties,  tfiat  they  should  be  able  to  proceed. 
The  peo^e  of  Maine  wiU  indeed  have  great  cause 
of  chagnn  and  complaint.  Thejr  have  certainly 
deserved  well  of  those  who  constitute  the  present 
political  majority.  They  are  a  brave  and  generous 
mcc ;  diey  have  fVimished  more  than  their  share 
of  the  men  who  have  fought  all  your  battles  in  sdl 
your  wars.  What  must  be  their  glow  of  vexation 
and  expression  of  surprise,  to  learn  that  their  most 
reasonable  request  is  refused,  because  one  member 
of  the  Senate  and  their  Representatives  in  the 
House  cannot  fledge  themselves  yet  to  vote  for 
the  admission  of  another  State  ?  Certamly  tlds 
treatment  is  calculated  to  promote  a  needless  dis- 
mfiection.  I  will  not  enlarge,  in  the  language  of 
gentlemen  who  allude  to  the  dropping  of  spariu 
mnd  the  spreading  of  flames — ^whieh  f  trust  will 
happen,  though  the  pine  forests  of  Maine, 


when  unhappily  set  on  fire,  would  probaUy  bum 
with  as  fierce  a  flame  as  the  spire  grass  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  LooAN,  of  Kentucky,  explained  the  views 
which  had  influenced  him,  as  one  of  the  select 
committee,  to  report  the  amendment.  It  was  to 
come  at  a  clear  and  distinct  view  of  the  merits  of 
the  questions  embraced  by  the  bill  and  amendment ; 
to  show,  by  placing  them  side  by  side,  that  the 
same  rule  must  be  applied  to  both :  that  no  greater 
right  existed  to  impose  onerous  conditions  on  the 
one  than  on  the  other  of  these  Territories.  Ifj  said 
he^  gentlemen  will  come  across  ray  boundary  to 
aflfect  my  property,  I  wish  to  look  over  on  the  other 
side,  anu  see  how  they  stand.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  recommitment,  which  he  conceivea  wholly 
unnecessary,  inasmuch  as  there  was  a  substantive 
proposition  now  before  the  Senate,  and  it  would 
be  made  no  plainer  by  recommitment,  which  would 
in  fact  only  be  to  consume  time,  unnecessarily,  Ac. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  rose,  principally, 
he  said,  with  a  view  of  answering  some  inquiries 
which  nad  been  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Buraill,)  but,  as  he  perceived 
him  to  be  absent  from  his  seat,  he  would  advert  to 
some  observations  of  the  gentlemen  from  Massa- 
chusetts, (Mr.  Mellen,)  who  had  misconceived  his 
arguments  on  yesterday.  That  gentleman  seemed 
to  think  that  he  had  conceded  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  restrictions  on  the  new  States 
about  to  be  admitted.  From  the  difficulty  of 
hearing,  which  existed  in  that  hall,  the  gentleman, 
might  have  entertained  that  opinion,  but  it  was 
incorrect ;  his  observations  went  no  tardier  than 
to  make  a  distinction  between  the  clahns  of  Mis- 
souri and  AJaine.  The  claim  of  Missouri,  under 
the  treaty  of  cession,  was  absolute  and  uncon- 
ditional ;  that  of  Maine  was  not ;  it  depended  on 
the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  if  restrictions  could 
be  imposed,  it  was  on  Maine  and  not  on  Missouri ; 
because  the  latter  was  not  under  the  control  of 
Congress,  but  depended  solely  on  her  maturity 
for  admission,  when  the  right  could  not  be  denied 
her.  but  could  be  withheld  enti^ly  from  Maine. 

As  it  regarded  the  motion  before  the  Senate,  no 
possible  purpose  could  be  obtained,  if  it  should  be 
agreed  to.  All  that  was  sought  for  was  already 
before  the  Senate.  The  motion  asked  for  Maine 
to  be  reported.  Maine  was  reported.  It  oame  as 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  was 
unaltered  in  its  form  or  substance,  as  respected 
Maine.  The  amendment  by  the  committee  was 
perfectly  congenial  to  the  subject  matter  of  the 
original  bill ;  and  it  was  entirely  agreeaUe  to  Par- 
liamentarv  usage  to  engraft  it  on  the  bill,  and 
consider  tn^si  in  suiecession.  If  the  Seoato  should 
find  it  expedient  to  reject  the  amendment,  it  could 
do  so. 

It  was  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  what 
gentlemen  wished.  If  they  were  not  soffieienlly 
prepared,  and  wanted  time ;  or  if  they  wished  to 
wait  for  more  aid  on  this  question,  and  would 
move  a  postponement,  he  would,  for  one,  vote  for  it. 

He  could  not  perceive  why  the  admission  of 
Maine  should  be  so  zealouriy  pressed ;  and  to  pal- 
liate it  we  were  told  that  MassaohiBatts  had  only 
given  her  consent  provisionally,  that  Congress 
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should  adopt  it  into  the  Union  before  the  fourth 
day  of  March  next.  Yet  the  gentlemen  who  rep- 
resent that  State  had  avowed  that  Massachusetts 
was  fuUy  assenting  to  the  separation.  Then  can 
we  for  a  moment  suppose  such  a  want  of  mja^pian* 
imity  in  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  that  it  would 
not  immediately  extend  that  consent,  to  effect  an 
object  in  which  it  so  cord^cdly  acquiesced  at 
present 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
(Mr.  BuRRiLL^  was  one  of  the  committee  who 
had  reported  tne  amendment  to  the  bill  i^ow  be- 
fore the  3enate.  It  appeared  that  the  facts  must 
have  escaped  his  recollection  when  he  asks  upon 
what  ground  the  committee  reported  the  amend- 
ment. To  this  inquiry,  Mr.  S.  replied  that  the 
committee  had  before  them,  at  the  time  this  amend- 
ment was  a^eed  on,  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  the  Missouri  Territory.  It  was 
the  original  memorial,  and  would  have  been  read 
before  the  committee  for  the  benefit  of  that  hon- 
orable ^ntleman,  but  that  he  deemed  it  unneces- 
sary. This  memorial  had  been  furnished  by  the 
delegate  from  that  Territory,  had  been  regularly 
presoited  to  the  Senate,  and  in  due  form  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee  which  reported  the 
amendment.  It  was  true,  this  memorial  bore.date 
twelve  months  ago,  but  it  was  to  be  recollected 
that  the  Senate  was  a  per|>etual  body ;  nor  was 
there  any  rule  which  required  the  memorial  to 
bear  even  date  with  the  time  of  presenting  it.  The 
Senate  had,  last  session,  acted  on  this  very  measure 
without  any  memorial,  and  without  any  regard  to 
the  population  of  that  Territory. 

Tne  gentleman  also  has  inquired  if  any  survey 
has  been  had  to  mete  out  the  boundaries  and  ex- 
tent of  this  territory.  The  boundaries  are  given 
in  the  bill,  and  its  population,  (upwards  of  sixty 
thousand;)  and  it  cannot  be  forgotten  that,  at  the 
first  session  of  the  Fifteenth  Congress,  Illinois  was 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  the  mere  supposition^ 
of  the  Legislative  Council  of  that  Territory,  that  it 
contained  about  forty  thousand  pei^ns  of  all  de- 
scriptions. The  extent  of  Illinois  is  greater  than 
that  of  Missouri,  yet  that  honorable  gentlemen, 
and  all  the  Senate,  voted  for  its  admission,  with- 
out one  inquif y.  Ohio  was  admitted  on  a  sug- 
gestion only  ot  its  having  a  nopulation  of  forty- 
four  thousand;  Mississippi  oi  tnirty-seven  thou- 
sand. No  censusj  no  survey,  was  ever  had  or 
thought  of.    But  Missouri  is  a  devoted  spot. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
has  spoken  of  senioritv;  that  Missouri  is  the 
younger  sister,  and  ougnt  to  v^ait  till  Maine,  her 
elder  sister,  is  provided  for ;  and  humorouslv  teUs 
us,  Missouri  is  but  Miss  in  bar  teens.  What  is 
the  fact  in  this  regard?  Why,  Missouri  was  a 
full-grown  u>plicant  for  admission  twelve  months 
ago,  at  whicn  time  this  Miss  Maine  was  not  con- 
ceived; but,  in  order  to  obtain  rank,  her  birth  has 
been  hastened,  and  she  brought  forth,  prematurely, 
a  seven  montns'  child. 

That  honorable  gentleman  has  told  us  of  the 
phvsical  force  of.  Maine;  that  they  have  a  fine, 
well-trained  militia;  that  they  fought  your  battles 
and  shed  their  blood  during  the  Revolutionary 


war.  and  fought  and  repelled  the  enemy  during 
the  late  war.  Mr.  S.  ^d  he  did  not  know  why 
such  stress  had  been  laid  on  the  military  prowess 
of  the  people  of  Maine.  He  could  not  distinguish 
between  the  particular  sections  of  Massachusetts. 
He  knew  she  was  highly  distinguished  for  valor- 
ous achievements  in  the  course  of  the  Revolutton- 
ary  war ;  but  he  fancied  her  fame  stopped  there. 
If  she  had  achieved  any  thing  during  the  late  war, 
she  had  been  most  eeregiously  slandered.  He  for- 
bore to  enlarge  on  this  subject;  but  he  could  say- 
to  that  gentleman  that  there  were  as  brave  men  to 
the  South  and  West  as  any  in  the  highly  respect- 
able and  military  State  of  Massachusetts.  Mis- 
souri had  her  brave  sons  also. 

Mr.  Otis  said  he  had  certainly  been  misappre- 
hended if  he  had  been  understood  to  set  up  the 
military  prowess  of  Massachusetts  as  an  ar^pumeat 
again^  connecting  the  two  subjects  of  Mame  and 
Missouri.  He  hsul  said  tl;iat  a  majority  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Maine  had  l!een  attached, 
and  strongly  attached,  to  the  late  administrations 
of  the  Cr^eral  Government,  and  had  furnished 
manv  soldiers  for  the  army  during  the  late  war. 
Without  going  further  into  the  subject,  which  he 
hoped  the  gentleman's  courtesy  and  comity  would 
not  force  him  to  do  on  this  occasion,  he  would 
venture  to  affirm  that  no  State  in  the  Union, 
taking  Maine  and  Massachusetts  together,  had 
more  men  in  readiness  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  war;  and  that  no  State,  except  the  sin- 
gle fact  of  not  yielding  the  command  other  mili- 
tia to  officers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
had  a  better  understanding,  with  the  officers  of  the 
General  Grovernment,  for  the  purpose  of  co-opeca- 
tion  in  the  defence  of  the  country.  He  begged 
leave  to  add  this  further  remark :  that,  look  over 
the  roster  of  the  army,  and  apply  at  the  public 
offices  for  information,  and  gentlemen  would  find 
as  much  Massachusetts  blood  was  ^ilt,  in  the  late 
war,  as  of  any  other  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  had  no  intention  to  raise 
the  honorable  gentleman's  feelings,  but  was  very 
glad  to  be  informed  on  the  subject  from  authority 
so  satisfactory  on  this  point  as  that  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman. 

Mr.  Roberts  said  he  thought  it  important  to 
bring  back  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  ques- 
tion actually  before  it.  '  He' disclaimed  any  inten- 
tion, by  his  motion,  to  censure  apy  member  for  the 
course  he  had  taken ;  but,^  in  order  to  come  to  a 
separate  decision  on  the  two  subjects,  he  was  de- 
sirous of  disconnecting  them,  and  his  motion  was 
the  regular  one  for  that  purpose.  He  was  willing 
to  consider  both  the  bills  on  the  same  day,  but  he 
did  not  wish  them  to  be  connected.  Mr.  R.  made 
various  remarks  on  the  point  of  orden  going  to 
show  the  non-conformity  of  the  report  or  the  com- 
mittee to  the  practice  of  the  House.  With  respect 
to  the  surprise  expressed  by  his  friend  from  North 
Carolina  at  his  (Mr.  R.)  having  made  the  motion 
now  under  discussion,  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  thought 
there  was  a  peculiar  propriety  in  his  doing  it,  from 
his  having  no  immediate. personal  interest  in  it,  as 
the  Representatives  from  Massachusetts  zm'jg^ht  he 
supposed  to  have.    With  regard  to  preparation  for 
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the^pKBtion,  he  assured  the  Senate  that  he  had 
made  the  motion  without  consultation  or  advice 
with  any  other  member^  dbc.  He  agam  urged  the 
prapriety  of  disconnectmg  the  two  subjects.  As 
respected  the  Missouri  question,  he' said,  he  was 
TCfluiy,  if  his  judgment  did  not  mislead  him,  or  his 
infonuatioa  was  not  incorrect,  to  show  that  there 
were  lestrictions  in  the  bill  which  showed  the  ab- 
smd^  ot  the  argument  that  the  restriction  which 
had  been  allud^  to  was  contrary  to  the  treaty, 
dx.  He  might  £ul  in  this  object,  but  such  was 
he  omfidence  on  that  question,  and  that  too  after 
a  /oil  examination  of  it,  that  ne  was  as  ready  as 
sJiey  to  come  to  the  point.  He  doubted  whetner, 
<m  that  question,  eren  the  fascinations  of  genius 
could  Icxul  him  for  a  moment  astray.  On  this 
point  he  said  no  more ;  but,  as  to  the  Question  im- 
mediatdT  before  the  Senate,  he  might  ask,  as  a 
matter  ot  courtesv,  as  a  memoer,  that  the  question 
should  be  divided ;  but  he  preferred  to  ask  it  as  a 
matter  of  right,  due  to  the  magnitude  of  the  sub- 
jects involv^ 

Mr.  Dana^  of  Connecticut,  concluded  the  debate 
by  some  remarks  on  a  point  which  had  not  been 
adverted  to  by  others,  or,  he  said,  he  would  not 
have  spoken.  He  objected  to  the  course  proposed 
by  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  ana  was  in 
&vor  of  recommitment.  Nine  States,  he  said,  had 
already  been  admitted  into  the  Union  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  and  in  no  case  had 
there  been  a  connexion  of  two  in  one  bill,  and  this 
Ux  a  very  ^ood  reason.  An  act  for  the  admission 
of  a  Slate  into  the  Union,  said  Mr.  D.,  is  entirely 
distinct  from  all  other  objects  of  legislation.  It  is 
a  question  whether  we  will  admit  a  new  associate 
in  the  empire.  It  is  an  individual  case  in  its  very 
nature.  U  is  not  a  case  for  which  we  can  provide 
by  a  general  law.  We  can  no  more  do  that  by  a 
general  law,  than  we  can.  by  such  a  law,  declare 
whether  members  are  duly  entitled  to  a  seat  on 
this  fl<M>r,  so  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  exam- 
ining the  credentials  in  each  particular  case.  The 
HoiBie  of  Representatives,  Mr.  D.  said,  had,  in  its 
WidatioD,  with  very  great  pro^iety,  conhned  it- 
9&to  the  question  whether  a  single  State  should 
be  admitted.  It  was  in  vain  to  ransack  the  an- 
nals of  legidation,  ancient  or  modem,  for  any 
analogy  to  the  case  now  before  the  Senate.  It 
coiAd  only  have  existed  in  our  own  history ;  and 
in  ^^%%  there  was  no  example  of  the  union  of  two 
States  in  one  act  of  admission ;  and  Mr.  D.  said 
they  oosht  not  to  be  united.  If  the  provision  were 
not  made  in  the  Constitution  for  the  admission  of 
new  States,  the  general  power  of  legislation  would 
not  have  extended  to  it  Mr.  D.  cited  the  case  of 
Kentucky,  as  precisely  analogous  to  that  of  Maine ; 
and  showed  that  Massachusetts  had  followed,  in 
her  assent,  4u:^  to  the  independence  of  Maine,  the 
example  set  by  Virginia.  There  had  been  a  case, 
he  said,  ia  which,  at  the  same  session  of  Congress, 
ooe  Territory  had  been  admitted  into  the  Union, 
and  another  authorized  to  form  a  constitution  of 
State  government ;  but  the  idea  was  never  sug- 
gested of  uniting  them  both  in  one  act ;  the  fact 
faw>g  that  the  reasons  of  the  two  acts  were  not  the 
On  the  ground  that  acts  of  this  description 


were  entirely  different  from  all  ordinary  acts  of 
legislation,  and  must  in  their  nature  be  limited  to 
particular  objects,  it  was  as  improper  to  combine 
these  two  questions  as  to  combine  the  questions 
whether  two  persons  were  distinctly  qualified  to 
represent  particular  States  in  this  body. 

Another  consideration  presented  itself  to  him, 
whether  there  might  not  be  established  a  system, 
by  which,  in  the  first  place,  the  public  lands  west 
of  the  Mississippi  should  be  exposed  to  sale ;  after- 
wards distributed  into  Territories  sufi&cient  for 
States,  dec. ;  thus  making  out  at  once  a  whole  sys- 
tem. He  thought  tbe  subject  of  the  adinission  of 
Missouri  had  not  had  that  full  examination  it  was 
entiUed  to.  It  was  proposed  to  comprehend,  within 
the  boundaries  of  the  new  State,  the  Mississippi, 
the  Missouri,  the  Osage,  the  waters  of  Kansas; 
thus  giving  it  a  position  commanding  all  the  passes 
into  Uie  interior.  The  extent  of  the  proposed  ter- 
ritory, Mr.  D.  said,  was  also  too  great.  In  arrang- 
ing the  limits  of  the  new  State,  reference  ought  to 
be  had  to  the  whole  extent  of  the  couittrv,  and  to 
the  relations  of  its  different  sections.  Tnere  was 
no  occasion  for  haste  in  this  matter ;  the  peodle  of 
Missouri  were  not  in  a  state  of  suffering.  They 
had  already  a  local  Legislature  adequate  to  pro- 
vide for  their  present  wants,  and  a  Delegate  in 
Congress  to  rei>resent  their  general  interests. 

The  two  subjects  of  Maine  and  Missouri  ou^ht 
to  be  distinctiy  considered  and  decided ;  and,  with 
a  view  to  effect  that  object,  he  was  in  favor  of 
recominitment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  for 
recommitment,  and  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays,  in 
the  negative,  by  25  votes  to  18,  as  follows: 

YsAB — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dtns,  Dickerson,  Horsey, 
Hanter,  Lanmsn,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble, 
Otis,  RoberU  Ruggles,  Stnford,  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
Van  Djke,  tnd  Wilton, 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Etton,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  GaiUard,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pal- 
mer, Parrott,  Piokney,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Tajlor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee. 

So  the  motion  was  negatived ;  the  Senate  thus 
reusing  to  separate  the  conjunction  of  the  two 
Suites  of  Maine  and  Missouri. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday  next. 


MoNOAT,  January  17. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Gabriel  Winter  and  others,  imiying  the 
confirmation  of  certain  lands  in  the  coun^  of 
Arkansas,  in  the  Missouri  Territory,  to  the  neirs 
of  Elisha  Winter,  and  to  the  heirs  of  William 
Winter;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Conomittee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bdward  B. 
Dudley  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Dehsle,  Bdward  B. 
Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
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Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com-' 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  tmom  was  referred  a 
memorial  frcnda  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  praving^  for  the  establkhment  of  an  ad- 
ditional land  office  in  that  State,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  memorial  ought  not  to  be  granted.  Tlie  re- 
port and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  gave  notice  that  to-morrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  slavery  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  north  and  west  of  the  contemplated 
State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  presented  the  memorial  of  Pe- 
ter S.  Duponceau  and  others,  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  subject  of  domestic  manufactures, 
praying  the  protection  of  Congress;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  refei^ed  to  the  Conmiittee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  brins  in  a  bill 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and 
Territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

The  PREBinBNT  communicated  the  petition  of 
Daniel  Hawl^  of  the  town  of  Carmel,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  praying  assistance  from  Con-^ 
gress,  in  consideration  of  his  discoveries  and  im- 
IHTovemenCs  in  the  ttseful  arts ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia.  > 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  OTOdienee  to 
the  "Act<rf  March  3, 1809.  further  to  amend  the 
several  acts  for  the  estaUidhment  and  regulation 
of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Department," 
ooataining  the  several  statements  thereby  required ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  &  report  of 
tbe  Secretary  of  War,  comprehending  contracts 
made  by  that  department  in  the  year  1819,  in  com- 
pliance with  "An  act  concerning  public  contracts," 
passed  April  21, 1808;  and  the  report  was  read. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURL 
The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  admittBion  of  the  State  of  M»iae  into  the 
Union^  as  proposed  to  be  amenied  by  die  annexa- 
tion ot  Missouri.  And  the  said  proposed  amend- 
ment being  under  considention — 

Mr.  Edwards  ofifered  an  amendment,  having 
in  view  the  principle  of  compromise  (by  exclu- 
sion of  slavery  from  the  other  territories  of  the 
Untled-States^)  but  sabsaqoently  withdrew  it,  to 
give  an  opportonity  for  the  following  mottion : 

Mr.  RoBBRTs  moved  to  add  to  the  lunendment 
(whereby  Missouri  is  proposed  to  be  admitted  to 
form  a  constitution)  the  loUowing  proviso: 

".Protided,  that  the  fhrtber  introdacUon  into  Mid 
State  of  persons  to  be  held  to  shiTery  or  tntolantary 
■ervitade  witiun  the  same,  shall  be  abtointely  and 
inyvoeiMjr  prohibited." 
The  said  amendment  havhig  been  read — 
Mr.  RoBBRTS  said  bis  objection  to  the  order 
followed  in  the  introduction  of  this  bill  was  a  seri- 
ous one.    Irregularity  in  legislative  proceedings 


ought  always  to  be  avoided^  but  more  especkifly 
on  a  question  laying  the  foundations  of  a  great 
community.  I  have  thoneht,  said  he,  and  still 
think,  (with  deference  to  the  decision  had,). it  has 
been  an  unfortunate  course,  and  that  this  will  be 
more  apparent  as  we  pro^p^ss.  Many  remarks 
which  tell  from  gentionen  m  the  discussion  hith- 
erto had,  now  invite  reply.  I  have  taken  some 
care  to  arrange  my  thoughts  for  that  purpose ;  but 
I  have  determinied  to  withhold  them  at  tMs  time. 
The  subject  we  are  entering  upon  is  one  of  great 
magnitii^ ;  claiming  the  coolest  exercise  of  the 
faculties  of  the  understanding,  and  the  abseoce 
from  the  mind  of  all  sorts  or  passion.  I  rery 
much  desire  to  avoid  touching  any  and  every  sub- 
ject, however  pertinent,  calculated  to  awaken  im- 
patience or  dissatisfaction,  or  to  uselanguase  which 
may  be  justly  excepted  to,  as  incompatible  with 
this  declaration.  ^ 

It  has  sometimes  been  pennitted,  in  Qod's  pro- 
vidence, that  a  people  should  ddiberately  fix  the 
great  principles  of  their  polity,  under  circumstan- 
ces happily  calculated  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  high  blessinss  of  his  benevolent 
justice^  so  as  to  promise  the  fulfilment  of  the  jp^sat 
end  for  which  he  created  lufan — hajminess.  Soeh 
was  the  occasion  wiien  these  States  declared  them- 
selves free  and  independent;  such  was  tiiat  ^at 
secured  to  the  people  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religi- 
ous liberty;  and  such,  let  me  observe,  and  not 
least  in  iniportance,  is  that  on  which  vre  are  deiib- 
erating.  The  people  oi  these  happy  Slates  were 
the  first  who  proclaimed,  befi^e  the  Universe, 
**Thatallmen  are  created  equal;  that  they  are 
^  endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  tnalienaUe 
^  rights;  that  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the 

*  pursuit  of  happiness;  that,  to  secure  these  rights, 

*  governments  are  instituted  among  m^,  deriving 
<  meir  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  gov- 

*  emed."  I  pray  yoji,  sir,  go  back  with  hm  to  the  me- 
morable era  of  which  I  am  speaking.  How  stood 
the  affairs  of  our  ancestors  when  they  adopted  these 
truths  as  the  maxims  of  their  policy?  The- power 
of  one  of  the  mightiest  nations  of  the  earth  was 
raised  to  crush  them;  that  power  was  directed  by 
the  vmdtctive  spirit  of  an  incensed  king,  and  parii- 
ment,  and  prejudiced  people.  A  large  mass  4^  the 
pe(X>le  of  America  adhered  to  the  mother  cooaut, 
ready  to  become  her  wiUin^  instruments  in  the 
worse  scenes  of  the  sanguinary  conflict  The 
States  were  without  government,  without  allies, 
without  revenue,  without  strms,.  without  miltary 
orgmnmtion.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  tmder 
such  circumstances,  they  called  the  8«ipimne 
Judge  of  the  world  to  witness  that,  as  to  them,  his 
laws  had  been  violated,  and  it  had  become  their 
duty  to  resist  oppression,  end  on  the  purity  of  their 
motives  they  invoked  tne  (Hrotecting  arm  of  his 
providence,  and  Righted  their  lives,  their  fortunes, 
and  their  sacred  nonor  to  vindicate  the  truth,  that 
governments  ought  to  secure  to  ail  men  the  in- 
alienable rights  of  lile,  liberty,  and  the  puTMit  of 
happiness.  What  a  prodigy!  Truths  that  the 
specnlatite  phUosot^ier  and  retired  phiiandiaN^^ 

t  h^  tttrdly  rentiired  to  indulge,  were  now  pio- 
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fkimfid.  as  the  brioht  gem  which  was  to  be  ob- 
Quned  oieaply,  at  toe  cost  of  every  danger  man 
couU  ettcoaoter.  All  tha^  before  was  wonderful, 
suokinlo  ^ttkaess.  The  faintixig  hq)es  of  hu- 
mamty  were  revived;  the  world  was  irradiated  by 
the  b&aze  of  truth;  it  was  as  the  voice  of  Justice 
cryiBg  from  the  wilderness,  whither  the  arm  of 
tyrannjr  had  banished  her-^Despair  not,  ye  oppres- 
sed Bstioos!  My  temples  are  not  every  where 
desoJate.  There  is  still  a  people  determmed  and 
aUe  to  vindicate  my  empire!  The  pledge  they 
safe  was  redeemed.  The  arm  of  that  providence, 
EesMi^t  with  all  the  fervency  of  the  prayers  of 
saffeniig  virtoe,  was  extended  to  good  m^  en- 
aged  in  a  just  cause,  who  had  sworn  to  estaolish 
die  great  principles  of  social  liberty^  or  fall  will- 
ing victims  to  the  high  attempt  The  oppressor 
mshmnbled  to  ackBowledge  our  country  was, 
aud  of  right  ouffht  to  be.  free  and  independent. 
Magnanifw^Ma  (dlies  had  oeen  obtained  during  the 
contest,  and  the  reco^tion  of  the  independence 
of  our  country  by  Britain,  removed  the  last  caveat 
to  our  admissum  into  the  ccHOHOunity  of  nations. 
Historv  in^arms  us,  though  independence  and 
peace  Lad  been  achieved,  ^ill  mucn  remained  to 
oe  done,  bf  a  wi^  policy  and  just  laws,  to  secure 
the  benefit  of  the  ^at  princiides  consecrated  at 
the  hirth  of  our  political  community. 

In  1787  an  occasion  offeced  more  felicitous  than 
that  in  which  the  faculties  of  soverei^  power  were 
aiismnfid,  to  ap^y  the  just,  social  prmeiples  unan- 
imoQsUr  reccMpused  by  the  great  act  of  the  Con- 
gress of  1776.  The  cession  of  the  Northwestern 
Territory  by  the  several  States  clakning  it,  in  full 
sovereignty  to  the  United  States,  ^ve  to  the  old 
Congress  an  opportunity  of  showmg  that  peace 
and  security  had  not  weakened  their  faith  in,  or 
lessened  their  attachment  to,  the  principles  of  the 
great  comer  stone  of  all  our  laws  and  constitu- 
rionw  the  Declaration  of  Independence..  That 
instrument  had  the  unanimous  voteof  the  represen- 
tatives of  all  the  States ;  there  were  nogeographical 
distinctions  then;  slaveholding  and  non-su^yeht^d- 
ing  States  were  not  thought  (3*.  .  By  one  simulta- 
neous act  the  Congress  <kclajredy  and  the  States 
ratified  thid  declaration,  that  governments  were 
eatabUshed  to  secure  the  enjoyment  <^  individual 
rights,  deriving  their  just  authority  from  the  con- 
sent of  the  governed. 

At  that  time,  let  it  be  remembered,  all  the  States 
contained  slaves,  and  all  the  States  declared,  be- 
fore the  Supreme  Judro  of  the  world,  that  slavery 
was  a  vio&tion  of  His  truth,  and  admitted  the 
binding  obligation  to  remedy  the  wrong,  when 
posBihle.  Now,  let  us  recur;  to  the  ordinance  of 
^r7^  and  the  articles  of  compact  it  contains.  I  can 
do  It  justice  in  no  other  langua^  than  that  de- 
claring its  purpose  as  laid  down  l)y  the  wise  and 
^ood  men  who  conceived  and  gave  it  effect  Thus 
It  reads:  ''And  for  extending;  the  fundamental 

<  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 

<  torm  the  basis  whereon  these  republi^  their 

<  laws,  and  constitutioas  are  erected ;  to  ftx  and 
(  establish  those  principles  as  the  bases  of  all  laws, 
*•  ooastit«doQ&  and  governments^  which  farwer 
>  lenafier  shall  heJformed  in  said  territory;  to  pro- 


vide also  for  the  estaUishment  of  Stales  ac^ 
permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their 
admission  to  a  share  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as  eariy 
'  periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general 
'  mterest."  Look  at  the  scope  and  character  of 
this  declaration.  Here,  indeed,  the  great  self-evi- 
dent truths  of  which  I  have  been  speaking  vtrere 
applied,  in  full  effect,  to  a  virgin  territory,  unstain- 
ed by  tne  vices,  untainted  by  the  errors,  and  un* 
embarrassed  by  the  mistaken  notions  oi  interest 
incident  to  human  society.  They  were  the  btvra 
of  God,  applied  to  a  country  befc^e  it  had  been 
peopled,  by  a  wise  foresight,  which  has  been  often 
displayed,  under  the  gmdance  of  a  kind  Provi- 
dence, by  the  councils  of  our  country.  At  the  em 
of  Ind^ndence  the  wholesome  maxims  of  our 
policy  recognised  could  not  have  their  full  effect, 
Decausie  iik  the  infancy  of  our  settl^nents  the  curse 
of  slavery  had  been  entaded  on  us  by  a  blinded 
and  unkind  mother  country.  All  that  virtue  couU 
requif  e  was,  that  so  ii^veterate  a  disease  should  be ' 
reheved,  by  applying  diligently  discreet  corrective^ 
and,  above  all,  guarding  agamst  the  extension  of 
the  eviL  Thus  do  we  nn<L  four  yefurs  aHer  pea^e 
had  been  setded,  on  cool  deliberation,  the  federal 
council  seized  the  first  opportunity  of  planting  the 
fundamental  imnciples  ot  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ty, like  seed  sown  m  a  soil  received,  as  it  were, 
from  the  hand  of  the  Creator^  wh^e  they  deaigi^ 
ed  them  to  flourish  in  eternal  vigor,  and  spresMl 
their  fragrant  branches  through  tie  world.  This 
mighty  stroke  of  a  wise  policy  was  had  under  the 
utmost  freedom  from  all  oias  of  selfishness  and  of 
constraint. 

The  great  men  who  executed  this  trust  looked 
not  at  the  bearings  of  interest  or  to  the  gratification 
of  an  unworthy  ambition.  The  ordinance  declares 
a  second  time  that  slavery  vtras  viewed  as  a  great 
evil,  and  one  for  the  existence  d  which  the  peoi^ 
of  that  day  were  not  accountable.  That  States 
which  found  themselves  under  the  sad  necessity  of 
permitting  its  continuance,  might,  at  the  same 
time,  wi&out  inconsistency,  declare  a^pin  and 
again,  all  H»en  are  created  equal.  This  immortal 
oifdinance,  which  vrith  its  elder  sister  the  Declara- 
tion of  ladependence,  will  shed  eternal  and  unex- . 
tinguishable  lustre  over  the  annals  of  our  country, 
was  also  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vole*  It  was 
aye^  aye,  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia.  Here 
ag^  there  vras  no  geog^raj^cal  distinction.  In 
tms  act  of  imp^ishable  virtue  Virginia  had  the 
hugest  share.  She  ceded  the  most  extensive  and 
best  founded  right  to  the  territory.  She  leA  Coor 
gress  free  te  impress  on  it  the  fundam^tal  princi- 
ples of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  She  cave  her 
ready  voice  for  the  ordinance^  and  it  is  believed 
her  representatives  were  among  the  most  ardent 
advocates  for  the  measure.  I  cannot  look  into  the 
provisions  of  the  articles  of  compact  without  bum* 
mg  with  admiration  of  their  principles,  and  ^ 
wisdom  and  virtue  by  which  they  have  been  con- 
secrated. '  There  are  no  marginal  notes,  or  I  wtmld 
briefly  recount  them.  The  rights  of  the  untutored 
Indian  were  guarantied,  and,  in  the  goodness  and 
wisdom  of  the  legislator,  it  was  left  open  to  his 
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hoptk  that  his  posteritf  might  one  day  enjov  the 
hlnsings  of  the  rights  th^  secured.  These  blesB- 
ings,  Mr.  President,  have  neen  already  eonsecmted 
to  three  stars,  of  your  constellation  that  will  soon 
take  rank  as  of  the  irst  magnitude.  Ohio  will  prob- 
ably appear  in  that  character  at  the  next  census. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  as  apfdy- 
in^  to  a  territory.  But  of  what  mis^hty  magmtude 
is  It  I  It  is  fitted  to  contain  a  mightier  population 
than  the  mightiest  of  the  old  continents.  If  its 
history  was  not  insulated  by  more  comprehensive 
events,  it  mi^ht  now  stand  as  the  world's  best 
hope.  In  this  instrument  it  was  not  necessary  to 
repeat  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  ¥ras 
already  inscribed  on  the  comer  stone  of  all  your 
-laws  and  polity.  It  was  here  enough  to  say,  no 
man  should  be  a  slave,  and  that  every  man  should 
have  an  equal  share  of  civil  and  religious  liberty, 
by  the  decree  of  tmchangeable  justice.  So  far  we 
discover  no  holding  back :  all  is  one  consistent,  iust, 
enlightened,  and  unvarying  i)olicv.  Every  thing 
•eems  to  have  been  done  in  the  divine  sjnrit. 
breathed  bv  the  representatives  of  an  oppressea 
people,  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

About  this  period  it  became  nec^sary  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  and  the  Constitution,  framed 
by  an  assembly  in  which  Washington  presided, 
seemed  to  have  put  the  last  hand  to  the  work  which 
placed  on  tm  immovable  foundation  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  whereon 
onr  rcpuolics,  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are 
erected.  That  instrument,  framed  vnth  almost 
superhuman  intelligence,  clothed  the  Congress 
with  all  legidative  power  granted  in  it,  and  with 
power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States ;  and  all  engagements  were  declared  to  be 
as  valid  ^^nst  the  United  States  under  the  Con- 
stitution as  under  the  Confederation.  Amon^  the 
first  acts  of  the  new  Congress,  is  one  providing 
that  the  ordinance  of  '87  should  continue  ta  have' 
full  efiect.  At  the  formation  of  the  Constitution 
this  ordinance  must  have  been  weU  understood. 
It  was  enacted  a  little  time  anterior  to  the  adjourn- 
ment oi  the  Convention,  and  was  the  harbinger  of 
the  mat  cotnpact  of  Union.  The  councils  from 
whi^  they  emanated  were  clothed  with  the  power, 
and  represented  the  majesty  of  the  people,  and  it 
was  impossible  that  the  compromise  resorted  to  by 
the  Convention,  in  settling  the  rule  of  representa- 
tioa  and  taxation,  should  not  have  been  considered 
as  applicable  only  to  the  States  then  existing,  and 
to  those  which  might  be  admitted  out  of  the  terri- 
tory  of  the  good  did  thirteen.  The  same  oUi^- 
tion  of  duty,  consistency  and  regard  to  right,  which 
induced  the  old  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery  in  the 
Northwestern  T^tory,  could  not  have  been  in- 
operative in  the  Convention,  as  many  States  had 
long  befi^re  abolished  slaverv ;  and  pobody  seems 
then  to  have  thoueht  it  aamissible,  onlv  under 
hard  necessity.  I  tnink  it  will  scarcely  oe  con- 
tended, that,  in  '87,  any  of  our  councils  could  have 
contemplated  the  purchase  of  the  territory  which 

S resents  the  great  question  on  which  we  are  now 
elibetating,  or  that  such  a  questicm  could  luive 
grown  oat  of  such  an  event 


The  necessity  for  the  fVee  navi^tion  of  the 
Mississippi  compelled  qs  to  acquire  jurisdiction  at 
least  over  it  and  the  island  of  Orieans ;  they,  how- 
ever^  were  not  to  be  had  only  as  connected  ^Cfa 
the  immense  region  of  Louisiana,  the  limits  of 
which  we  yet  hardljr  know.  Who  could  have  im- 
a^jgined,  at  the  time  it  was  ceded,  it  would  at  this 
time  be  contended  in  the  Congress,  that  it  should  be 
overspread  with  a  slave  popu&tion,  and  thus  unset- 
tle the  comint)mise,had  in  the  Constitution,  in  the 
delicate  feature  of  representation.  Oru^inallj,  the 
compact  was  liberal  towards  the  slaveholding  States 
In  our  progress,  they  have  been  almost  exempted 
from  yiddmg  the  equivalent  stipulated,  in  direct 
taxation.  The  burdens  of  the  impost  revenue  are  by 
no  means  equal,  as  a  free  population  must  consume 
more  than  one  formed  nearly  one  half  of  slaves. 
Byt,  as  Qod  is  my  judge,  I  am  entirely  indispoM 
to  touch  or  comjHain  of  the  fair  operation  oi  the 
compact.  1  hope,  devoutly,  we  may  long  continue 
exempt  from  direct  taxes.  The  non-slaveholding 
States  will  continue  to  do.  as  they  have  done 
cheerfully^  all  that  good  faith  and  an  attachment 
to  the  Union  enjoins  on  them.  Though  on  them 
the  bargain  works  hardly,  they  will,  when  it  shall  be 
requisite,  add  their  blood  and  treasure  pledged  to 
protect  their  co-States  from  domestic  violence. 
But  here  they  ought  to  stop:  and  further,  it  is 
hoped,  there  will  be  no  disposition  to  drive  them. 
For  myself,  I  never  can  consent  my  representa- 
tives should  vote  with  thoie  representing  property 
beyond  the  bounds  of  the  old  United  States  further 
than  we  have  already  gone. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  committee,  if 
it  be  unmodified,  presents  this  question :  Shall  a 
territory,  foreign  to  that  which  composed  the  par- 
ties to  tne  Constitution,  be  admitted  as  a  member 
into  the  Union,  on  terms  disparaging  to  our  insti- 
tutions, and  for  which  there  is  not  even  a  prece- 
dent? No  State  has  yet  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  who  has  not  been  required  to  recognise  in 
her  constitution  at  least  the  principles  of  religious 
liberty ;  and  four  have  been  admitted  who  nave 
been  required,  by  irrevocable  coinpact,  to  establish 
civil  as  well  as  religious  liberty.  But  now,  for  the 
first  time,  the  pretence  of  exemption  from  these 
wholesome  and  salutary  recognitions  is  set  up.  I 
wish  it  to  be  understood,  I  am  willing  and  anxious 
to  see  Missouri  a  State ;  all  I  wish  is,  that  she  may 
be  admitted  in  conformity  with  the  principles  on 
wiiich  all  the  States  in  the  Union  rest,  and  accord- 
ing to  those  principles  on  which  the  Grovemment 
has  acted  from  the  first.  The  report  of  the  e<»n- 
mittee  proposes  her  admission  on  grounds  denying 
the  best  pmciples  of  free  government,  and  in  dis- 
regard or  eveiy  usage  of  our  own.  The  amend- 
ment will  correct,  in  a  small  degree,  the  mischiei^ 
that  must  result  otherwise.  It  inhilnts  the  further 
mig^ration  of  daves  to  the  new  State.  The  prop- 
osition is  narrow,  if  admitted;  but  its  rejection 
would  be  to  set  at  naught  the  inherent  rights  of 
man  in  this  widely  spread  region.  The  covenant 
of  our  fathers,  made  in  the  dark  days  of  perl 
and  calamity,  which  the  Supreme  Judge  or  the 
world  was  invoked  to  witness,  vrill  be  obliterated, 
and  the  compromise  of  the  Constitution,  in  its 
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most  Micate  feature,  wiU  be  giren  to  the  winds. 
It  is  contended  that  new  States  are  to  be  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  the  fbotine  of  original 
States.  These  words  are  not  found  in  the  Uon- 
sdtaUon.  It  maj  be  well  to  inquire  how  these 
words  hare  gotten  into  the  acts  of  Congress  ad- 
mitting States.  We  do  not  find  them  in  those 
admitting  Kentucky,  and  Vermont.  The  phrase- 
ology used  in  these  cases  is,  "entire  new  monbers.'' 
la  1787,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United 
Slates  the  territory  which  is  now  called  the  State 
of  Tennessee.  In  the  cession  she  stipulates,  among 
other  thin^  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  territory 
should  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  ordinance,  sare 
only  that  the  Congress  should  pass  no  law  tending 
to  emancipate  slaves.  In  this,  I  apprehend,  it  wifl 
hirdlj  be  contended  she  was  binding  them  by  re- 
strictionsy  bat  that  it  will  be  allowed  she  intended 
to  secure  to  them  all  the  liberty  their  condition 
would  permit  This  recognition  and  ratificatiob 
of  the  ordinance  is  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which 
its  pnneiples  w^e  held ;  and  Tennessee  has  been 
admitted  under  its  enfranchising,  or,  as  you  will 
call  them,  restricting  prorisions,  and  has  long  ap- 
peared amon^  us  as  an  ornament  to  this  body. 
On  her  admission  are  the  words,  "on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,"  first  used.  She 
being  the  first  State  admitted  under  the  articles  of 
compact  in  the  ordinance  of  '87,  the  words  were 
from  thence  transplanted,  and,  like  teits  from 
another  book,  not  standing  in  their  original  rela- 
tion to  other  words,  their  meaning  has  oeen  mis- 
understood. Turn  to  the  ordinance  and  they  are 
made  plain.  It  there  reads,  the  "  new  State  shall 
'  be  admitted  when  it  shall  hare  sixty  thousand 
'  free  inhabitants  therein,  by  its  del^^tes  in  the 
'  Congress  of  the  United  States,  on  an  equal  foot- 
^  ing  with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  what- 
'  erer,  and  shall  tc  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent 

*  constitution  and  State  government ;  provided  the 
'  constitution  and  State  government  so  to  be  formed 
'iball  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the 

*  principles  contained  in  these  articles."  These  are 
conditions  under  which  seven  new  States  have 
been  admitted  into  this  Union,  save  onlv  the  arti- 
cle respecting  slarery  has  been  silent  in  tne  admis- 
sion or  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama,  and, 
by  especial  reservation,  it  nas  not  been  required  of 
Ijowiftiana  to  forbid  slavery. 

Can  it  it  be  possible,  after  ^his  long-settled  con- 
struction, it  shall  be  seriously  contended  that  the 
Congress,  in  the  admission  of  Missouri,  can  pro- 
poae  no  cneck  on  the  evil  of  slavery,  and,  by  parity 
of  reasoning,  none  on  anv  portion  of  the  country 
acquired  under  the  title  ot  Louisiana?  We  have 
seen  Mississippi  and  Alabama  brought  into  the 
Confederation,  under  com|)act  to  permit  slavery. 
Lfonisiana  has  been  so  admitted  in  the  discretion  of 
Conmss.  On  what  grounds  I  know  not,  but  I 
am  bound  to  believe  from  what  was  understood  to 
hare  been  uncontrollable  necessity.  If  so,  it  can 
avail  Missouri  nothing,  as  no  such  necessity  exists 
in  this  case.  The  amendment  has,  I  have  to  re- 
gret, bat  a  limited  operation  on  slavery.  It  is  not 
proposed  to  free  the  slaves  in  Missouri,  but  to  pe- 
vent  their  increase  by  emigration.    This  principle 


does  not  touch  at  all  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 
The  country  is  to  be  eventually  incorporated  into 
the  Union,  it  is  admitted.  We  are  all  anxious  the 
portion  in  question  should.  The  dispute  is,  shall 
she  be  admitted  without  securing  to  her  the  fran- 
chises of  civil  and  rdinous  liberty,  as  far  as  her 
condition  admits  of  its  being  done.  Congress  have 
power  to  prevent  the  migration  of  slaves,  and 
though  lexicographers  may  not  be  uniform  in  their 
interjNretation  of  the  word  in  general  acceptation, 
it  means  change  of  place ;  so  it  has  been  construed 
by  the  Congress.  An  act  now  exists  prohibiting 
the  migration  of  slaves  to  Louisiana,  in  any  man- 
ner, but  as  bona  Jlde  the  poperty  of  persons  actu- 
ally going  to  settle  withm  it  I  know  it  will  be 
alleged  that  it  is  repealed.  But  I  have  searched 
the  statute  book,  ana  looked  into  the  constitution 
of  Louisiana,  and  can  find  no  repeal  of  it.  The 
section  I  allude  to  is  as  follows: 

**  It  ahsll  not  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to 
import,  or  bring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port 
or  place  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
cause  or  procure  to  be  to  imported,  or  brought,  or 
knowingly  to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing  or  bringing 
any  [slave  or  slaves ;  and  every  person  no  offending, 
and  being  thereof  convicted  before  any  court  within 
said  Territory,  having  competent  jurisdiction,  shall 
forfeit  and  pay,  for  each  and  every  slave  so  imported, 
the  sum  of  three  hundred  dollars ;  one  moiety  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the 
use  of  the  person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the 
same,  and  every  slave  so  brought  shall  tharenpon  be- 
come entitled  to,  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom.  It 
shall  not  be  Iswful  for  any  person  or  pertons  to  import 
or  bring  into  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or  to  cause  or 
to  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  brought,  or  knowingly 
to  aid  or  assist  in  so  importing  or  bringing  any  slave 
or  slaves  which  shall  have  been  imported  since  the  first 
day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
eight,  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  Stated,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  so  imported 
from  any  port  or  place  from  without  the  United  States; 
and  every  person  so  ofiending,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed before  any  court  within  said  Territory,  having 
competent  jurisdiction,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for  each 
and  every  slave  so  imported,  or  brought,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  dollars ;  one  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
United  Sutes,  and  the  other  moiety  for  the  use  of  the 
person  or  persons  who  shall  sue  for  the  same.  And 
no  slave  or  slaves  shall  be  introduced  into  said  Terri- 
tory, directly  or  indirectly,  except  by  a  citizen  of  the 
United  Sutes,  removing  into  said  Territory  for  actual 
settlement,  and  being  at  the  time  of  such  removal 
bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or  slaves ;, and  every 
slave  brought  into  the  said  Territory,  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  thereupon  be  entitled  to, 
and  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

If  this  be  the  law,  where  is  your  wonder-working 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  ?  Are  joUr  Judiciary  asleejk 
and  your  law  a  dead  letter?  If  I  be  mistaken,  I 
hope  to  be  corrected ;  but  it  is  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose to  show  such  a  law  has  existed,  and  that  the 
power  of  Congress  to  regulate  the  migration  of 
slaves  is  not  a  new  doctrine,  nor  now  first  proposed 
to  be  exercised.  It  proves  incontestably  the  motion 
1  have  now  ofiered  has  not  hitherto  been  deemed 
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83  eeniiGtiiif  with  the  provisioBs  of  th£  treaty  of 
cesaon.  I  am  willinf  to  consider  Miaeouri  as  an 
inchoate  State:  no  cme  will  more  fflailly  see  her 
admitted  into  the  Union ;  but  I  wkh  to  see  the 
page  of  her  constitution  inadiated  with  the  fun- 
daaiental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty — 
to  see  her  become  a  piurty  to  that  covenant  round 
w^h  the  patriots  oi  76  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes,  anid  their  sa<»ed  honor.  The  committee 
have  atteeiied  the  admission  of  Missouri  to  the  bUl 
for  admitting  Maine^  under  the  pretext  of  con«e- 
niaJiity.  How  insufficient  the  pretence!  W£at 
ludicrous  incoagcuity  do  the  two  propositions  pre- 
sent!  You  are  not  acting  on  a  section  of  two  or 
thiee  lines ;  as  to  Maine,  it  is  her  constitution  you 
are  ratifying.  What  do  you  find  on  the  front  of 
it?  "Article  1,  section  1 :  All  men  are  bom  free 
and  equal,  and  are  free  to  worship  Qod  in  their  own 
way."  Here  is  a  substantial  pledge  to  the  good 
old  faith.  To  her  we  may  say,  Come,  sister,  take 
your  place  in  our  constellation :  the  lustre  of  your 
countenanoe  wilt  brighten  the  American  galaxy. 
But  do  not  urge  us  to  admit  Missouri,  under  a  pre- 
tence of  con^eniaUty---with  the  visage  of  a  savage, 
def(»med  with  the  hideous  cicatrices  of  barbaric 
pride^with  her  features  marred  as  if  the  finger  of 
Lucifer  had  been  drawn  across  them. 

In  all  Conner  cases  of  admission^  Congress  had 
giTen  a  previous  pled^  as  to  terms;  but  here^  the 
questioii  is  without  this  influeftce.  No  pledge  has 
beea  given.  The  act  of  1812,  the  latest  paned 
respecting  the  ffovemment  of  this  Territoi^— by 
the  way  a  very  liberal  one  for  a  colony— ^Mpovides 
a  luU  of  rights.    I  will  recur  to  it : 

'^Tlie  people  ef  the  Territory  shall  always  be  enti- 
tled to  a  proportionate  representation  in  the  General 
Assembly ;  to  judicial  proceedings  according  to  the 
course  ef  the  common  law  and  the  laws  and  usages 
in  force  in  said  Territory ;  to  the  benefit  of  the  writ  of 
hahetu  ^corpus.  In  all  criminal  cases,  the  trial  shall 
be  by  jury,  of  good  and  lawful  men  of  the  vicinage. 
All  persons  shall  be  bailable,  unless  for  capital  offences, 
where  the  proof  shall  be  evident,  or  the  presumption 
great.  '  All  fines  shiJI  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or 
unusual  punishment  shall  be  inflicted.  No  9ian  shall 
be  deprived  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  but  by  the 
judgment  of  his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the  land.  If  the 
public  exigencies  require,  for  the  common  preserva- 
tion, to  take  the  i>roperty  of  any  person,  or  to  demand 
his  particular  services,  full  compensation  shall  be  made 
for  the  same.  No  ex  pott f ado  law,  or  law  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts*  shall  be  made.  No  law  shall 
be  made  which  shall  lay  any  person  under  burden  or 
disability  on  account  of  his  religions  opinions,  profes- 
sion, or  mode  of  worship ;  in  all  which  he  shall  be  firee 
to  maintain  his  own,  and  not  burdened  for  those  of 
another.  Religion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being 
necessary  to  good  government,  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  schools  and  the  means  of  education  shall  be 
encouraged  and  provided  for  from  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  Stetes,  in  said  Territory,  in  such  manner 
as  Congress  may  deem  expedient.' ' 

Here  are  some  of  the  essential  principles  of  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  secured  to  the  Tferitory  by 
statute.  They  are,  as  far  as  they  go,  the  princi- 
ples of  the  ordinance  of  '87 ;  but  they  are  merely 
statutory,  and  not  compact^  and  if  tney  be  omit- 


ted in  the  constitution  of  the  new  State,  they  cease 
to  have  effect  It  has  hitherto  been  the  unvarying 
oolicv,  in  admitting  new  States,  to  make  the  great 
tranchi&es  ^latter  ^  unchangeaole  compact. 

The  idea  is  somehow  entertained,  that  a  State, 
once  establishing  the  just  principles  of  civil  liber- 
ty, may  at  pleasure  withdraw  the  security  on  Tirhichi 
she  has  placed  them ;  and,  of  course,  rmgious  lib- 
erty also.    If  this  be  the  fia.ct,  we  are  not  so  far  re- 
moved from  tyranny  and  opwession  as  I  had  hoped 
and  believed  us  to  be.    CanVermont^  New  Hamp- 
shire. Pennsylvania,  or  Ohio,  authorize  and  estao- 
lish  slavery  ?    I  hold  the  idea  is  without  foundatioB. 
Such  a  power  in  the  constitutions  of  all  these 
States  islield  to  be  incompatible  with  the  nature 
of  legislative  trust,  and  is  excepted  out  of  the  pow- 
ers of  government    I  would  gladly  give  Missouri 
the  same  franchises  Pennsylvania  enjoys,  whose 
humble  representative  I  stand  here,  and   whose 
rightsL  as  a  member  of  the  Federal  Union,  I  ci|ii- 
not  aoandon,  on  any  plea  of  convenience  to  Mis- 
souri.   I  do  not  deny  rennsylvania  has  her  slaves, 
but  her  laws  have  allowea  no  child  bom  sinoe 
1780  to  be  held  as  a  slave.    In  pursuance  of  the- 
Declaration  of  Independence,.she  has  acted  on  the 
principle  that  all  men  are  created  equal ;  she  has 
oroken  the  rod  of  oppression  on  the  altar  of  jus- 
tice, and  the  oppressor  has  disappeared  beforener 
uncreating  word. 

Mr.  Pr^ident,  if  this  amendment  is  to  be  reject- 
ed, it  must  be  either  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of 
power  to  arrest  the  evil  of  slavery,  through  the  cq^ 
eratio^  of  the  Constitution  or  the  treaty,  or  from 
uncontrollable  necessity.    I  trust  it  will  be  found 
the  Constitution  imposes  its  adoption ;  the  treaty 
does  not  touch  the  case,  and  that  there  exists  no 
necessity  to  extend  slav^  in  any  fixture  admission 
•of  States.    There  is  no  ground  on  which  slavery 
can  be  extended  in  Missouri,  that  will  not  apply 
to  the  whole  region  west  of  the  Mississij^i.    An<L 
here,  wl^  an  abyss  for  reflection  opens !    Shall 
we  d^rt  from  those  truths  that  lighted  our  fath- 
ers to  mdependence  and  liberty — and  to  what  end  ? 
Surely  not  for  an]^  other  but  unavoidable  neces- 
sity.   That  necessity,  I  am  confident,  will  not  be 
found  to  exist  \  and  I  therefore  hope  this  fearful 
policy  will  not  be  {pursued,  of  extending  to  endless 
generations  the  evils  of  slaverv  over  the  widely- 
spreading  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.    I  pro- 
mised yoiL  sir,  in  the  outset,  to  avoid,  if  possibte, 
a  course  of  observations  that  mi^t  awaken  feel- 
ings of  heat,  impatience,  and  unkindness,  without 
necessity^    The  proposition  I  advocate  is  founded 
too  much  in  truth  and  reason,  to  admit  the  lan^ 
g^uage  of  crimination  and  reproach  in  the  discuS' 
sion  of  it    As  far  as  human  frailty  would  allow 
me,  I  hope  I  have  kept  myr  faith.    On  a  former 
day,  my  friend  from  Viiginia  (Mr.  Barbodr) 
seemed  to  incline  to  the  opinion  tnat  men  had  de*     i 
generated  since  the  formation  of  our  Constitution. 
Prosperity  is  a  trying  season  to  virtue,  but  still  I 
hope  the  vigor  of^our  principles  will  be  found  un- 
impaired.   In  this,  as  in  another  jurisdiction,  it     { 
may  be  wise  to  commence  the  contest  with  mis-     ^ 
siles.    For  the  present,  I  am  disposed  here  to  rest     | 
the  subject.  i 
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Mr.  Elliot,  of  Georgia,  said,  with  a  know-  { 
ledge  of  the  talents  which  would  be  called  forth  on 
this  occasion,  in  behalf  of  the  rights  of  Missouri,  it 
miffht  seem  unnecessary  for  one  so  unskilled  in 
namamentaiy  debate,  to  obtrude  his  humble  ef- 
tbrts  on  the  attention  of  the  Senate.  But^  said  he, 
the  magnhnde  of  the  consequences  which  may 
grovoot  of  the  decision  about  to  be  made,  and  the 
we^t  of  responsibility  resting  upon  ever^r  member 
chimed  with  the  consideration  of  the  subject,  urse 
me  to  rise^  as  I  honestly  conceive,  in  support  of  the 
Coostitiition  of  my  country,  the  faith  of  its  Gov- 
emmoit,  and  the  ratnre  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Union. 

As  it  is  essential  to  a  correct  and  liberal  discus- 
sioa,  that  the  point  at  issue  be  clearly  understood 
and  dispassionately  examined,  all  irrelevant  mat- 
ter dkould  be  cautiously  rejected,  and  the  mind 
brou^t  to  the  investigation  with  its  powers  unem- 
barrwsed.  How  much  to  be  regretted,  then,  is  the 
poblic  excitement  which  has  b^n  produced  in  an- 
ticipation of  this  debate!  It  is,  I  fear,  not  well 
caloiJated  to  insure  a  decision  of  this  question 
upon  its  merits.  The  voice  of  the  people  should 
be  heard,  and  always  heard  with  deep  attention 
and  due  respect.  But,  when  feelings  are  thereby 
excited  which  do  not  belong  to  the  subject  under 
condderaition,  you  are  -bound,  by  the  strongest  ob- 
IwaticMis  of  duty,  to  exclude  them  from  these  walls. 
^ere  the  passions  should  be  suffered  to  sleep,  while 
to  the  unbiased  judgment  and  the  enlightened  con- 
science are  committed  the  decisions  wnich  may  be 
reeoftied  in  your  journals. 

What,  then,  sur,  is  the  question  we  are  called 
mioo  to  decide?  Does  it  involve  the  liberty  or 
Mvery  of  the  black  population  of  the  United 
States?  On  this  subject  the  Constitution  has 
wiady  interdicted  the  interference  of  the  General 
Govemment.  Does  it  seek  a  susnension  of  the  law 
prohibiting  the  unhallowed  trade  to  Africa,  until 
the  people  of  Missouri  shall  have  accommodated 
themselves  with  slaves  from  that  unfortunate  coun- 
try ?  No  such  sacrifice  of  feeling  or  policy  is  asked 
at  your  hands ;  on  the  contrary,  the  prayer  of  the 
people  of  Missouri,  if  granted,  would  not  affect  the 
liberty  of  a  sinj^le  freeman.  Neither  of  these  sub- 
jects hems  before  the  Senate,  the  arguments  and 
feelings  which  grow -out  of  them  are  alike  foreign  to 
the  present  discussion.  But  the  people  of  Missouri 
do  ask  of  voQ  to  fulfil  your  solemn  engagements 
in  their  benalf,'and  to  admit  them  into  Sie  Union; 
^  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 

*  stitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 
'  vantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 

♦  ted  States."    The  question  then  is,  will  you  thus 
adnout  them? 

Indulge  me.  sir,  with  your  attention  for  a  few 
moment^  while  I  briefly  consider  their  claims  to 
sQch  admission:  1st,  under  the  Constitution:  2dly, 
from  the  obligations  voluntarily  assumed  by  the 
United  States,  in  the  treaty  of  cession,  of  the  30th 
April,  1803;  and,  lastly,  from  the  suggestions  of 
sound  policy.  In  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  Coiutitation,  it  is  declared — ^  New  States 
mav  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union ;" 
and  in  the  sabseqaent  section  of  the  same  article, 
IGth  Con,  1st  Se88.— 5 


"  The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of  government." 
By  the  first  section  Congress  is  obviously  clothed 
with  discretionary  power  to  admit,  or  not  to  admit, 
new  States  into  this  Union.  But,  whenever  this 
power  is  exercised  in  the  admission  of  a  new  State 
into  this  Union,  the  United  States  become  bound, 
by  the  second  section,  to  aid  in  the  support  of  a  re- 
publican form  of  government  within  her  limits. 
Hence,  the  power  claimed  by  Congress  to  exact  i^ 
constitution  on  republican  principles,  as  a  condition 
to  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into  this  Union. 
The  condition  is  the  necessary  result  of  the  obliga- 
tion previously  imposed  upon  the  United  States  to 
guaranty  a  refmblican  form  of  govemment  to  each 
State ;  and  it  is  to  be  consider^  as  an  evidence  of 
the  patronage  of  the  Constitution,  rather  than  as 
any  authority  to  impose  restrictions  on  the  States. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  declares — 
"  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States."  A  new  State,  thfen,  when  once  admitted 
into  this  Union,  becomes  possessed,  by  the  very  act 
of  admission,  of  all  privileges  and  immunities  of 
the  old  States.  But  the  old  States  claun  i^nd  ex- 
ercise the  privilege  to  alter  and  amend  their  con- 
stitutions at  pleasure.  This  is  accorded  to  them 
as  an  inalienable,  indefeasible  right  essential  to 
self-government — and  in  the  use  of  tnis  rifht  they 
are  unrestrained,  provided  they  preserve  the  form 
of  the  Grovemment,  and  do  not  violate  the  Fedoal 
Constitution.  But,  the  admission  of  involuntary 
servitude  into  a  State  does  not  affect  the  form  of 
the  Grovernment.  nor  violate  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  for  one-half  of  the  States  in  the  Union  al- 
low of  it,  and  the  Federal  Constitution  expr^y 
recognises  and  sanctions  it.  Under  the  Constitu- 
tion, then,  any  State  in  this  Union  may  admit  in- 
voluntary servitude  within  its  limits,  in  the  exer- 
cise of  its  unquestionaUe  right  of  self-government ; 
and  Congress  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  power  to 
impose  a  restriction,  which  the  State  has  authority 
to  abro^te  at  pleasure. 

But  It  is  contended  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Roberts,)  uat,  since 
the  year  1808,  Cong:ress  has  acquired  authority, 
under  the  ninth  section  of  the  first  article,  to  im- 
pose the  contemplated  restriction.  This  section 
reads :  "  The  mmatipn  or  importation  of  such 
'  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
^  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
*  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or 
'  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not  ex- 
'  ceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person."  The  terms 
migration  and  importation  are  not  synonymous. 
Migration  implies  volition,  choice,  self-direction— 
but  these  belong  not  to  a  slave.  He  may  be  car- 
ried or  imported,  or  he  may  abscond,  but  he  can 
never  migrate.  The  Irish,  the  Scotch,  and  the 
Dutch,  migrate  to  this  country,  and  it  was  proba- 
cy to  prevent  Congress,  until  af^er  the  year  1808, 
from  interdicting  this  practice,  under  the  authority 
given  to  that  body  "  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of 
naturalization,"  that  the  word  migration  was  in- 
troduced in  this  section.  But  importation  applies 
to  slaves.     They  were  imported;  and  the  last 


Digitized  by 


Google 


131 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


182 


Senatb. 


Admiuvm  of  Mcme  and  Mmmri. 


Januahy,  182a 


clause  of  this  section  is  conclusire  as  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  exposition—"  but  a  tax  or  duty  may 
be  imposed  on  such  importation^  not  exceedin|§^  ten 
dollars  for  each  person."  The  subjects  of  this  tax 
or  duty  were  pereons  imported^  while  those  who  «»f- 
ffraldd  were  suffered  to  enter  our  ports  without  the 
imposition  of  any  duty.  This  section  is  restrict- 
ive, and  restrains  the  power  of  Confess  to  [urohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  or  the  migration  of  for- 
eigners prior  to  the  year  1808.  Since  that  period^ 
Congress  has  very  wisely  acted  upon  the  subject, 
of  the  slaye  trade,  and,  under  the  autWity  im- 
parted by  the  Constitution.  "  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,"  sucn  laws  nave  been  passed 
as  promise  at  no  distant  period  its  entire  suppres- 
sion. But  Congress  has  never  attempted  to  pre- 
vent the  transfer  or  removal  of  slaves  from  one 
State  to  another  at  the  will  of  their  owners.  The 
section  restrains  no  such  power,  for  no  such  is  ^v- 
en  in  the  Constitution.  The  truth  is,  it  is  a  right 
claimed  and  exercised  by  the  States,  and  they  will 
never  surreQder  it.  Congress  has  no  authority  for 
claiming  it. 

But  me  latto:  part  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  it  is  supposed,  ffives  to  Congress 
compettot  authoritv  on  this  siuject.  It  reads — 
"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and 
^  make  all  needful  rules  ana  regulations  respecting 
*  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  United  States."  Under  the  authority  here  givoi, 
Coi^ess  may  lay  out  and  dispose  of  the  lands  of 
the  United  States  \  and  when  inhabited,  make  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  needful  for  the 
civil  government  of  the  territory.  But  the  ques- 
tion before  the  Senate  is  not  what  rules  and  regu- 
lations Congress  may  make  for  the'  government 
of  a  territory.  It  is,  I  conceive,  sir.  entirely  a  dis- 
tinct sulyect  of  inijuiry,  and,  therefore,  cannot  de- 
pend for  its  decision  upon  any  authority  drawn 
urorn  this  clause.  Whenever  the  question  respect- 
ing the  powers  of  Coiu^ess  to  impjose  restrictions 
on  the  Territories  shall  come  up,  it  will  be  time 
enough  to  argue  it ;  at  present  it  ought  not  to  be 
permitted  to  embarrass  tne  point  at  issue  before  the 
Senate.  To  me,  then,  the  Constitution  does  not 
seem  to  countenance  the  inhibition  sought  to  be 
imposed,  by  the  amendment. 

But,  sir.  the  treaty  of  cession  of  the  30th  of 
April,  1803,  is  still  more  explicit  on  this  subject 
Tne  third  article  provides  that,  "  the  inhabitants  of 
'  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  the 
^  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of 


'  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
<  the  rights,  advanti^es,  and  immunities  of  citt- 
^  zens  of  the  United  States ;  and,  in  the  meantime. 


'  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 
'  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  re- 
^  li^on  which  they  jprofess."  Tne  only  difficulty 
which  presents  itseli  here  is,  to  adopt  any  train  of 
reasoning,  by  which  the  right  of  Missouri  to  an 
unconditional  admission  into  the  Union,  can  be 
made  more  obvious  than  it  is  rendered  by  a  bare 
recital  of  this  section.  It  seems  to  me  not  very 
unlike  an  attempt  to  prove  a  self-evid^it  proposi- 
tion*   Under  the  Constitution,  it  is  manifest  Con- 


gress may  refuse  admission  .(o  a  new  State.  But 
here  the  (kneral  Government  stands  pledged  not 
only  to  admit  M^sotiri  into  the  Union,  but  to  do 
so  as  soon  as  possible ;  that  is,  so  soon  as  ^e  shail 
be  in  possession  of  the  lecal  requisites ;  and  when 
admitt^.  to  receive  her  ^'according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  tne  Federal  Constitution,"  by  which  is  in- 
tended, ''  under  a  republican  form  of  Government,'' 
guarantied  to  her  by  the  United  States  in  confor- 
mity with  the  provbioBs  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
fourth  article  of  the  Constitution.  And,  air,  as  it 
regards  the  plenitude  of  the  rights  which  are  to  be 
acquired  by  this  admission,  it  is  declared  to  be  ^  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities c^  citisens  of  the  United  States."  Now, 
all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  is  a  phrase  of  the  moat 
extensive  latitude,  and  must  necessarily  inehide  the 
momentous  and  inaitenaUe  right  of  self-govern- 
ment, which  appertains  to  all  the  States.  But  many 
of  the  States,  m  the  exercise  of  die  right  of  self-ffor- 
emment,  have  established,  and  do  permit,  invduft- 
tary  servitude  within  their  limits.  Missouri,  then, 
yjhiax  admitted,  may  so  amend  her  constitution, 
under  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  right,  as  to  ad- 
mit slavery  within  her  jurisdiction.  And  yet,  it 
is  contended  that  Congress  can  impose  a  restric- 
tion which  the  State,  at  ^e  moment  of  her  ad- 
mission into  the  Union,  will  have  a  right  to  annul  I 
Again,  in  the  last  clause  of  this  section  it  is  ex- 
pressly agreed,  that,  ^'  in  the  meantime  they  shall 
'  be  iTiaintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoy- 
'  ment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 
'  which  they  pnrofess.^'  But  a  part  of  this  property, 
for  the  protection  of  which  the  United  States  stand 
thus  sc^emnly  pledged,  was,  imquestionaUy,  sktres. 
The  Congress,  thus,  not  only  has  no  power  to  impose 
the  contemfdated  restriction  oil  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, when  admitted  into  the  Union ;  but  havinr 
guarantied  to  the  owners  of  slaves,  in  the  ced^ 
territory,  the  free  enioyment  of  their  propertv,  that 
bodv  could  not,  under  any  Territorial  regulatioii, 
hav^  imposed  such  a  restriction.  That  Uie  Gen- 
eral €k)vemment  thus  understood  the  obligatioiis ' 
of  the  treaty  may  be  fairly  inferred  from  its  prac- 
tice under  it.  Since  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana 
from  France,  no  attempt  has  been  made  by  Con- 
gress to  legislate  on  this  subject ;  and  the  inhab- 
itants have  been  left  to  the  uncontrolled  manage- 
ment and  direction  of  this  species  of  property.  In 
the  year  1812,  when  a  part  oi  this  Territory,  under 
the  name  of  Louisiana,  was  admitted  into  ^ 
Union,  the  admission  was  unconditional  as  to  this 
subject,  and  that  part  of  the  territory  was  received 
on  the  footing  of  the  original  States. 

It  is  evident,  then,  before  the  last  session  of  Ccm-  . 
gress  the  General  Government  never  believed  itself 
possessed  of  any  authority  to  interfere  with  invcd- 
untary  servitude  within  the  territory  acquired  by 
the  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803.  And  no 
competent  authority,  I  really  oelieve^  can  be  pro- 
duced for  such  interference  at  this  time.  Sound 
policy,  also,  Mr.  President,  forbids  the  imposition 
of  the  contemplated  restriction.  Slavery  was  aa 
evil  found  in  this  country  at  the  formation  of  the 
present  Government ;  and  it  was  tdecated  became 
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ireocild  »yt  be  remedied.  And  how  is  it  ev«r  to 
be  remedied  ?  Surely  not  by  circuinscril»ng  the 
dare  popi^ticm  withm  narrow  limits,  and  thereby 
mdennf  thek  numbers  equal  or  superior  to  the 
irae  popuBlion  of  the  States  to  which  you  would 
confine  them.  This  would  be  to  insure  their  per^ 
Ktual  servitude^  or  their  extirpation  by  the  sword. 
The  color  of  tnis  people  must  for  erer  prevent 
ikm  amalgamation  mto  the  common  mass  of  the 
fopolation  by  intermarriage,  and  their  numben, 
m  such  a  state  of  society,  would  threaten  an  influ- 
ence in  a  political  point  of  view,  which  would  al- 
waya  prevent  dieir  emancipation.  As  to  the  idea 
ci  their  bdng  removed  firom  this  country,  and  set* 
tied  as  a  cdony  in  some  other,  I  fear  it  is  too 
fttioaary  finr  practical  men  to  rely  on«  While  we 
aecoid  to  the  benevolent  society  formed  for  this 
llvpoee  the  most  pure  and  exalted  motives,  is  it  at 
all  proMite  their  means^wiU  ever  be  adequate  to 
tlie  end  they  have  in  view?  But  disperse  this 
feopk,  wto  would  be  so  formidable  when  confined 
to  aairow  limits;  suffer  them  to  s»read  over  an 
csfcBsive  coimtry,  and  they  would  be  lost  amidst 
Ihe  tfreat  body  of  the  white  populaticm  which 
WDOM  surromEid  them  on  every  side.  In  this  situ- 
atKm  they  mi^ht  be  gradually  emancipated  with- 
out endangermff  the  safety  <k  the  State  govem- 
Bflits;  and,  when  emancipated,  they  could  \» 
supported  on  hire,  at  voluntary  servitude,  without 
greatly  lessening  the  productive  labor  of  the  coun- 
try. But  should  thev  never  be  emancinated,  it  is 
mftquestionaUy  the  mity  of  those  who  nold  them 
in  bondage,  and  of  the  nation  which  tolerates  ^e 
act,  to  nnke  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
ahail  meliorate  their  condition,  and  render  their 
servitude  not  more  burdensome  than  that  of  the 
laboring  class  of  any  other  seetion  of  the  nation. 
The  comforts  and  privile^  of  this  people  beioff^ 
generally  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  the  numbm  jdaced 
oa  any  one  plantaticm,  the  wider  their  dispersion, 
Ihe  greater  will  be  their  comforts  and  the  less  bur- 

me  their  servitude.    If  the  voice  of  humanity, 
is  to  decide  this  question,  it  will  be  found 

St  the  restrietionj  as  cutting  off  the  only  hcffe 
Teveatoal  emaaeipation,  while  it  lessens  the  com- 
Ibvts  and  increases  the  kboirs  of  the  servitude 
whach  it  renders  iaevitable.^ 

Bat,  sir,  there  is  yet  another  view  in  which  this 
MirictioB  is  condemned  by  the  soundest  policy; 
The  umon  of  thme  States  is  the  foundatton  of 
oar  indi?idaal  happiness  and  national  prosperity. 
Whaterer  has  a  tendency,  however  remotelv,  to 
pat  at  hazard  this  inestimable  Messing,  shoula  ex- 
cite oar  wanaest  opposition.  But  the  strength  of 
this  Union  most  d^end  upon  the  sameness  of  the 
patitical  institutions,  and  the  equality  of  the  rights 
WiMeb  are  secured  to  the  States  that  compose  it 
rfo)  eonfedenakyn  can  Ions  outlive  the  occasion 
which  gave  birth  to  it,  umess  it  is  the  interest  <^ 
ail  the  parts  to  continue  united.  The  Roman  and 
Gwcian  coafederacies,  formed  for  external  defence, 
were  powerful  for  that  purpose  while  the  causes 
wiocfa  produced  tiiem  were  m  opemtion.  But  no 
sooner  was  tlra  outward  pressure  withdrawn,  by 
winch,  like  a  spe^  their  compcment  parts  had  been 
boaad  tagetlMr)  than  thediscor^hmcy  of  the  poUti-, 


cal  materials  with  which  they  were  composed  be- 
^an  to  appeal^ ;  and  they  became  the  unhappy  vic- 
tims of  disuiiion  and  civil  war  I 

The  confederacies  of  Germany,  Holland,  and 
the  Swiss  Cantons,  promised  at  one  time  to  be 
perpetual  But  that  of  Germany  being  constructed 
of  free  cities  and  petty  States,  governed  by  differ- 
ent Princes,  could  not  lonff  wimstand  this  serious 
imperfection  in  its  biteniu  organization.  WhUe 
the  States  which  formed  the  others,  estranged 
from  the  General  Government  by  the  inequaBty 
of  the  riffhts  which  they  enjoyed,  became  a  prey 
to  the  poney  of  their  ambitious  neifi^bors.  But 
the  wise  framers  of  our  admirable  Constitution, 
with  a  forecast  as  to  consequences  which  does  in* 
finite  hoBor  to  them,  have  taken  care  to  insure  to 
all  these  States  the  same  form  of  government,  by 
making-it  the  dut^of  the  United  States  to  guaran- 
ty to  every  State  m  this  Union  a  republican  form 
of  government  This  great  provimon,  so  essential 
to  &e  soundness  and  duration  of  a  confederacy,  is 
thus  secured  to  us.  And  I  have  no  doubt  it  was 
believed  the  other  great  principle  of  equidity  of 
State  riffhts  was  also  setaed  by  the  same  instru- 
ment. Is  it  thai  politic  in  Congress,  by  a  con- 
structive legislation,  to  impose  restrictions  upon 
the  States  toeaftei  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union ; 
ther^  producing  an  invidious  inequality  in  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  States  ?  Will  this  not 
be  to  sow  the  seeds  of  jealousy  and  distrust^?  whose 
baneful  fruits,  I  fear,  may  he  disaffection^  ofwosi- 
tion,  and  disunion.  Shall  the  &ir  prospects  ot  this 
younff  and  riang  nation  be  shrouaed  m  darlmess, 
that  me  sickly  susaestions  of  a  visionary  humanity 
may  be  induJbedf  Nor,  sir,  let  it  be  imagined 
that  I  magD^  the  evils  which  may  grow  out  of 
this  aanenmnent 

Causes,  apparently  inconsiderable,  have  often 
produced  cftasequeaces  highly  momentous.  The 
exactions  of  the  foitish  Parliament  against  the 
rights  of  the  then  colonies  of  thb  western  honis- 
phere,  trifling  in  de^ee^  but  important  in  princi- 
ple, awadcenra  that  spint  of  resistance  which  led 
to  the  Revolutionary  war,  aad  finally  consum- 
mated the  indefiendence  of  this  nation!  The 
oende  stream  which  rises  almost  unperceived  firom 
beneath  your  feet,  increased  and  streiurthened  in 
its  eourse^  by  others  equally  contemptiHe  in  their 
orisin,  swells  at  lengtii  into  a  resudcss  torrent ; 
and  the  kindling  of  a  spark  ofiten  end^  in  the  con- 
flagration of  a  city. 

Impose  this  restriction^  sir.  and  it  will  lead  to 
others.  Every  interest  in  tne  nation^  when  it 
shall  become  strong  enou^  to  pursue  its  favorite 
object,  will  ]dead  this  as  a  precedent,  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power  it  may  have  accjuired,  will 
not  hesitate  to  exact  such  further  conditions  from 
the  new  States  as  ^lali  suit  its  purpose — until  the 
States,  hereafter  to  be  admitted,  will  not  be  so 
much  distinguished  by  the  dates  of  their  admis- 
sion, as  the  inequality  of  the  rights  which  they 
may  be  permitted  to  enjoy  under  the  confedera- 
tion. Under  such  a  course  of  policy,  I  do  not  say 
the  Ubion  must  inevitably  be  dissolved.  But,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  any  Uiuon  which  can 
subsist  under  such  cireumsianeeB  wiU  be  seaiedy 
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worth  nuuntaining.  The  contemplated  restric- 
tion, then,  sir,  is,  in  my  humUe  view  of  the  ques- 
tion, unauthorized  by  the  Constitution ;  is  in  con- 
trarention  of  the  provisions  of  a  solemn  treaty; 
and  opposed  by  the  suggestions  of  sound  policy. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  of  New  Hampshire,  said  it  was 
with  reluctance  that  he  rose  to  address  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  on  this  subject  I  approach  it, 
said  he^  fully  impressed  with  tne  peculiar  sensibil- 
ity which  is  excited  in  this  House  when  it  is  dis- 
cussed* I  am  not  insensible  of  the  force  of  argu- 
ment, the  power  of  eloquence,  and  the  weight  of 
numbers,  those  must  encounter  who  take  the  af- 
firmatjye  of  this  question.  But,  sir,  it  is  a  duty 
which  I  cannot  evade  without  doing  violence  to 
my  ow;i  conscience  and  disappointing  the  expec- 
tation of  that  respectable  portion  of  community 
whom  I  have  the  nonor.-  in  part,  to  represent  It 
is  a  duty  I  owe  to  myself  mv  constituents,  and  my 
country.  The  decision  of  tnis  question,  sir,  is  not 
to  aflfect  a  small  section  of  the  country  only^  but  a 
territory  more  extensive  than  all  the  reit  of  the 
United  States  will  have  occasion  to  look  back  upon 
the  measures  of  this  Congress  with  joy  or  sorrow, 
delight  or  r^^t,  perhaps,  to  the  last  period  of 
time.  Yes,  sir,  unborn  millions  will  feel  the  effects 
of  your  laws,  and  rise  up  and  call  you  blessed,  or 
justly  execrate  the  policy  that  permits  one  portion 
of  the  citizens  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  the  other, 
and  transform  those  mto  despots,  and  these  into 
enemies  of  their  country. 

Mr.  President,  when  I  cast  my  eye  over  this 
vndely-extended  empire,  and  behold  it  still  extend- 
ing, I  inquire,  with  deep  solicitude  and  inexpressi- 
ble anxiety,  what  will  be  the  situation  of  my  be- 
loved country  a  century  or  half  a  century  to  come? 
Will  this  growing  Republic  rise  like  the  cedar  of 
Lebanon,  and  flourish  like  the  palm  tree  ?  Will 
its  extensive  branches  and  fracrant  leaves  cheer 
and  heal  the  innumerable  inhaoitants  of  this  im- 
mense domain  ?  Will  its  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ties be  preserved  ?  Will  its  intellectual  and  moral 
improvements  progress  and  keep  pace  with  its 
rapid  population  and  increasing  wealth  ?  Sir,  his- 
tory furnishes  us  with  no  fact  on  which  we  can 
found  this  hope.  Republics  have  risen  and  fallen, 
empires  have  been  shaken,  and  kingdoms  demol- 
ished. But,  sir,  for  my  country  I  would  ardently 
desire  a  better  fate^  that  she  may  convey  to  posterity 
her  inestimable  blessings,  and  thereby  outlive  the 
convulsions  of  nations. 

Mr.  President,  this  may  be  the  case :  but  to  in- 
sure it,  our  CJovemment  must  be  wisely  adn^is- 
tered,  our  liberties  and  morab  preserved  fVom  con- 
tamination, and  the  principles  of  the  original  com- 
pact— ^^  the  palladium  of  our  rights" — kept  sacred 
and  entira  This  will  cement  the  bonds  of  affec^ 
tion,  sustain  the  Union,  and  ^ive  that  energy  to 
the  Qovemment  that  the  combined  power  and  in- 
fluence of  the  world  will  be  unable  to  impair. 
But,  sir,  violate  these,  and  this  political  fabric  is 
racked  to  its  centre.  As  an  honoraUe  gentleman 
intiihated,  it  may  occasion  a  tremor  in  the  West, 
agitation  in  the  Bast  and  convulsion  in  the  centre, 
ud  chaos  through  the  whole. 
Walch  them  with  caution  and  vigilance,  and 


this  growing  Rqmblic  rises  as  the  cedar  and  soars 
as  the  eagle. 

Sir,  we  are  as  liberal  and  as  accommodating  as 
any  people  on  earth,  and  we  are  as  tenacious  of 
our  rights.  We  knqw  how  we  obtained  than,  and 
we  know  how  to  preserve  them. 

Mr.  President,  our  forefothers  quit  the  land  of 
their  nativity,  the  air  which  save  them  birth,  the 
associates  of  tneir  youtlythat  they  might  enjoy  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  These  were  more  precioos 
than  the  possession  of  wealth,  and  the  society  of 
friends  in  a  land  of  intolerance.  They  plouiplied 
the  mighty  deep,  they/endured  fatifue  and  danger, 
and  implanted  themselves  pn  the  inhospitable 
shores  of  a  savage  land,  and  there  they  erected  the 
standard  of  liberty.  They  were  Repi]d[>lican8  in 
heart,  pious  in  their  profession,  and  virtuous  ia 
their  practice.  But  they  were  not  beyond  the  reach. 
of  oppression ;  the  stroi^  arm  of  power  was  ex- 
tended across  the  Atlantic.  They  felt  their  weak- 
ness and  dependence ;  they  saw  the  hand  which, 
had  been  extended  for  their  preservation  and  safe- 
ty ;  they  implored  a  divine  benediction.  Sir,  tte 
cause  of  this  country  was  the  cause  oi  liberty,  of 
truth,  and  of  righteousness.  A  kind  Providence 
interposed,  and  we  were  strangely  rescued  from 
the  iron  grasp  of  an  unrelenting  foe. 

Omnipotent  was  the  power,  and  marvellous  was 
the  deliverance ! 

Mr.  President)  independence  was  the  high  des- 
tiny of  America ;  it  was  the  decree  of  the  Holy 
One ;  its  banner  was  unfurled ;  its  enjoyments  an- 
ticipated ;  liberty  and  equality  heid  *<  free  course ;" 
and  a  Constitution,  the  admiration  of  the  woiid, 
the  dread  of  tyrants  and  the  boast  of  freemen,  grew 
out  of  the  mighty  conflict  This,  sir,  is  the  in- 
strument which  I  have  sworn  to  support,  the  pc^ar 
star  to  direct  my  legislative  course.  Let  no  un- 
hallowed touch  profane  the  sacred  aric  of  your  lib- 
erties ;  preserve  it  inviolate,  and  its  light,  like  the 
fiery  pdlar  of  captive  Israel,  will  conduct  yon 
safely  through  all  the  toils  and  perils  of  your  po* 
litical  journey,  cheer  the  desert  of  your  Western 
country,  and  cause  the  hearts  of  millions  to  re- 
joice. Sir,  this  is  the  standard  around  which  we 
rally.  Guard  it  with  watchfulness,  and  you  are 
safe ;  violate,  or  pervert  it  and  a  train  of  evils,  too 
dreadful  to  imagine,  will  be  the  probable  result 
Sir,  do  you  demand  proof  of  our  patriotism  and 
attachment  to  our  Constitution  and  country  3  We 
point  you  to  Bunker  Hill.  Benninff ton,  Trenton, 
Princeton,  and  Moamoutn.  We  kave  met  the 
Power  that  spurned  us,  we  took  our  lives  in  our 
hands,  and  faced  the  foe  that  bid  us  defiance. 
This  was  the  day  that  tried  men's  souk*  We haye 
lavished  our  strength,  our  treasure,  and  our  blood, 
in  the  first  and  second  war,  to  sustain,  triumphai|t| 
the  ark  of  American  liberty.  In  the  name,  then, 
of  our  Constitution  and  your  plighted  fruth,  with 
confidence  bordering  on  certainty,  we  approach  an 
enlightened,  liberals  and  magnaninKWiB  Legisla- 
ture, and  only  ask  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  our  guarantied  privilege  We  do  not  mmn, 
sir,  in  the  attitude  of  humble  suppliants,  to  im- 
plore a  favor  for  which  we  have  no  just  claim ; 
but  to  remind  you  of  your  solemn  compact— ^mr 
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mutual  agreement.  Sir,  are  pledges  of  our  sin- 
cerity and  inte^ty  rec^uired  f  We  present  you 
the  best  securities  of  which  a  Republic  can  boast — 
^th  ncrer  violated,  hearts  never  corrupted,  valor 
Berer  surpassed,  and  affections  cemented  to  the 
Govenunent  by  ties  of  reciprocal  advantage. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  arrived  at  &  point  which 
I  hment  I  am  compelled  to  disclose.    It  is  my  de- 
liberate opinion,  that  the  uncontrolled  extension  of 
iirohmtary  servitude  will  tend  to  impair  all  those 
firtuous  qindities  that  I  have  named,  which  I  deem 
the  stamina,  nerve,  muscle,  and  hope  of  the  nation. 
Alienation  of  affection  and  discord  are  the  ruin  of 
a  coimtry.     "United  we  stand — divided  we  fall." 
Sir,  the  magnitude  of  this  subject,  the  impor- 
tance which  I  conceive  is  attached  to  it,  and  the 
Tital  principle  which  will  be  affected  in  its  final 
decision,  are  the  only  apology  which  I  offer,  for 
yiewing  it  in  the  several  points  of  light  in  which 
it  presents  itself  to  my  understanding.    In  the  first 
place,  to  clear  the  most  formidable  obstacle  out  of 
the  way,  I  shall  endeavor  to  demonstrate,  that 
Ccmgress  have  a  right  and  power  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  every  territory  witnin  its  dominion, 
and  in  every  State,  fotmed  of  territory  acquired 
without  the  limits  of  the  original  States. 

This  right  and  power  are  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution; article  1,  s^tion  9.  "The  migration 
'  or  imputation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 

*  now  existing  shall  thins  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 

*  beprohibitS by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 

Here  is  a  grant  of  power  suspended  for  a  cer- 
tain period.  It  amounts  to  tl^is:  Congress  may, 
after  the  year  1808,  pass  laws  to  prohibit  the  mi- 

Sation  and*  importation  of  slaves.  I  understand 
e  sense  and  meaning  of  this  clause  to  be,  that 
the  power  of  the  Congress,  although  competent 
to  prohibit  such  mig^ration  and  importation^  was 
not  to  be  exercised  with  respect  to  the  then  existing 
States,  (and  them  only.)  until  theyear  1808:  but  that 
the  Congress  were  &t  liberty  to  make  sucn  prohi- 
bition as  to  anjL  new  State  wnich  might,  in  the  mean 
time,  be  established.  And  further,  that,  from  and 
after  that  period,  they  were  authorized  to  make 
such  prohibition  as  to  all  the  States,  whether  new 
or  old. 

It  will,  I  pesume,  be  admitted,  that  slaves  were 
the  persons  mtended.  The  word  slaves  was  avoid- 
ed, probaUy  on  account  of  the  existing  toleration 
of  navery,  and  its  discordancy  with  the  principles 
of  die  Revdution;  and  from  a  consciouness  ot  its 
beinff  repugnant  to  the  following  positions  in  the 
Declaiation  of  Independence:   "We  hold  these 

*  truths  to  be  self-evioent;  that  all  men  are  created 
^  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
'  certain  inalienaUe  rights;  that  among  these  are 

*  ltf&  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.^ 

Tnat  this  exposition  is  correct,  I  mfer  from  the 
common  acceptation  of  words,  and  the  fact  that 
Congress  did,  in  March  18M)7,  pass  a  law  to  take 
eflect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  prohibit- 
ing  the  further  importation  of  slaves.  No  objec- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  constitutionality,  expe- 
diency, or  pdicy  of  this  law.  The  whole  nation 
Tiewed  it  as  one  step  towards  accomplishing  the 


object  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  evidently 
had  in  view.  It  may  be  of  use  to  us  to  inquire, 
what  was  the  understanding,  and  what  was  their 
design,  in  introducing  this  paragraph  into  that  in- 
strument? If  you  examine  the  Journals  of  the 
Federal  Convention,  sir,  you  will  find  it  was  not 
hastily  or  incautiously  adopted,  without  delibera- 
tion, but  after  critical  analysis  and  profounid  investi- 
gation. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  sound  principle  in  expound- 
iag  a  law,  to  give  to  every  word  a  meaning  and 
an  operation,  and  be  governed  by  the  evident  de- 
sign of  the  legislators ;  so,  in  explaining,  the  Con- 
stitution, we  are  surely  on  safe  Fround,  to  pursue 
the  object  its  authors  evidently  had  in  view^  by 
givtn^  to  every  word  some  meaning  and  operation. 
Does  It  not  appear,  from  the  words  of  that  instru- 
ment, it  was  their  intention  to  arrest  the  progress 
and  prevent  the  further  extension  of  involuntary 
servitude  ?  Let  common  sense  put  a  purport  upon 
our  Declaration  of  Independence,  (he  letter  of  our 
Constitution,  and  the  spirit  of  our  Gk)vernment, 
and  this  must  be  the  result. 

It  is  well  understood,  that  this  question  tried  the 
feelings  and  excited  the  interest  of  that  body  per- 
haps more  than  any  question  they  discussed.  But 
to  obtain  a  Constitution,  they  came  to  a  compro- 
mise; and,  in  this  compromise,  there  were  mutual 
sacrifices.  The  large  States  agreed  that  each 
should  have  two  members  in  the  Senate,  and  the 
non-slaveholdinff  States  consented  that  the  black 
population  should  come  into  the  calculation  in  the 
apportionment  of  members  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  the  payment  of  direct  taxes.  It 
was  the  opinion  of  some,  that  involuntary  servi- 
tude ought  to  be  totally  excluded;  and  of  others, 
that  it  could  not  be,  but  might  be  meliorated  and  re- 
strained. This  produced  the  compromise,  "the 
States  now  existing,"  which  have  admitted  slavery, 
may  continue  to  do  so,  on  this  condition:  "Con- 
gress may,  after  the  year  1808,"  pass  laws  to  pre- 
vent the  "migration"  and  further  "importation" 
of  slaves.  To  thb  proposition  they  agreed.  This 
confirmed  the  compact.  It  is  now  binding  on  the 
whole.  And  this  Congress  are  to  be  controlled  by 
its  i^nciples.  We  wish  neither  tp  disturb  the 
compact,  nor  violate  our  plighted  fiaith.  We 
lament  tne  degraded  situation  of  the  slaves,  and 
the  misfortune  of  those  who  hold  them;  but  we 
mean  to  attach  no  blame  to  them;  it  b  an  evil  pro- 
duced by  a  cause  which  was  never  within  the 
reach  of  the  present  generation. 

Sir,  the  words  "migration"  and  "importation" 
are  used.  I  am  bound,  by  every  principle  of' 
analogy,  to  give  them  a  meaning  and  operation. 
I  am  not  allowed  to  believe  that  they  are  placed 
here  without  design  and  without  meaning.  They 
are  not  synonymous;  they  mean  different  things. 
"Importation,"  has  been  explained  by"  the  law  of 
1808,  and  means  the  bringinj^  of  persons  or  things 
from  a  foreign  country  to  this.  The  meaning  of 
"migration."  is  more  circumscribed;  it  is  merely 
changing  place  of  residence.  "  Importation  "  can- 
not take  juace  without  "migration,"  but  "migra- 
tion" may  be  efiected  without  "importation  "  or  ex- 
portation.   Hence,  the  lett^,  spirit,  and  true  mean- 
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'  of  the  compact  is,  "  the  States  now  existing,"  { 
uch  have  thought  proper  to  admit  slavery,  may 
retain  their  slaves  as  lonff  as  they  please;  but,  ^ 
after  the  commencement  of  1S08,  .Congress  may 
by  law  prohibit  the  importation  oi  any  more,  and 
restrain  those  who  are  then  in  servitude  to  the 
territory  or  States  where  they  may  then  be  found. 
Then  Confess  hav^  by  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution,  a  right  not  only  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  slaves  into  this  country,  but  also 
their  migration  into  any  State  or  territory,  except 
those  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  original  States, 
which  admitted  slavery  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion of  this  ConstiUition.  It- is  e<}ually  clear,  if 
Congress  have  a  right  to  prohibit  importation, 
they  have  migration;  because  the  same  clause 
which  gives  the  power  in  the  one  case,  does  in 
the  otheii  That  slaves  are  the  persons  here  in- 
tended, and  none  other,  seems  to  be  too  'Clear  to 
admit  a  doubt.  "  The  migration  of  such  persons 
'  (slaves)  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
'  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 

*  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808."  "  The 
<  importation  ot  such  parsons  ^slaves)  as  any  of 
^  the  States  now  existme  shall  think  proper  to 
'  a^niit,  shall  not  be  proMbited  l^y  the  Congress 

*  l^ior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be 
'  imposed  on  such  importation^  not  exceeding  ten 
^  ddUars  for  each  person."  Tlus  importation  could 
not  he  entirely  su{mressed  till  1808,  but  might  be 
checked  by  a  tax.  If  these  words  are  synonymous, 
they  are  convertible  tenns.  Should  it  be  said 
there  were  three  hundred  persons  migrated  into 
Savannah,  in  the  ship  Eliza,  would  not  the  mean- 
ing be  obscure?  Again,  fifty  families  have  re- 
cently imported  into  Uie  State  of  liliaois,  is  equally 
unmeaning ;  but  convert  the  t^ms,  and  the  sense 
is  perfectly  intelligible. 

And,  sir,  if  the  framers  of  the  Constitution 
viewed  slavery  an  evil,  (a  iact  of  which  we  can- 
not doubt,)  the  progress  of  which  they  meant  to 
arrest,  in  my  view,  no  other  consistent  explana- 
tion can  be  given  to  this  clause,  in  that  insmonent, 
than  the  one  I  hav«  suggested.  No  other  course 
could  effect  the  object  prunarily  in  view ;  and  this 
was  adopted  by  mutual  agreement.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  ask,  why  have  the  slaveholding  States  any 
reason  to  complain?  Have  they  not  all  that  they- 
had  reason  to  expect?  Have  the  other  States 
any  more?  Why,  then,  may  we  not  be  con^nt 
to  maintain  and  aaheareto  our  original  agreement.? 
^individuals  entering  into  society  must  give  up  a 

*  share  of  liberty  to  preserve  the  rest.  The  Con- 
'  stitutibn  is  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity,  and  of 
^  that  mutual  deference  and  concession,  which  the 
<  .peculiarity  of  our  political  situation  rendered  in- 

*  dispensable."* 

Mr.  President,  having  j^iven  my  views  of  that 
section  of  the  Constitution  which  i^emects  the 
migration  and  importation  of  slaves,  I  shall  now 
attempt  to  show  that  Congress  have  a  ri^ht  to 
prescribe  relations  for  territories,  and  conditions 
on  the  admission  of  new  States  mto  the  Union. 
This  may  be  argued  from  the  resolution  of  Octo- 

•  Mr.  lay's  letter  to  Mr.  Boudinot,  If  ovember,  1819. 


ber  10, 1780,  and  the  ordinance  of  July  13, 1787. 
The  old  Conj;ress  proceeded  upon  unijbrm  and 
immuti^le  prmciples,  which  grow  out  of  the  ni^ 
ture  of  things,  the  nature  of  C^vemment,  and  the 
condition  of  mankind.  They  viewed  ev&y  State 
as  a  limited  sovereignty  whose  interests  were  ii>- 
corporated  with  those  of  the  Union:  that  they 
were  sovereigns  of  their  soil,  and  had  entire  con?- 
trol  over  their  territory — yet  had  not  all  the  attii^ 
butes  of  ind^ndent  sovereignty.  '<  It  is  obvioualj 
'  impra<;ticable,  in  the  Federal  Govemment  of 
^  these  States,  tp  secure  all  rights  of  indispendenjC 
^  sovereignty  to  each,  and  yet  provide  for  the  in- 
'  terest  and  safety  of  aU."* 

One  principle  on  which  C<mgress  fixed  was^ 
that  its  territory  was  as  pei^fectly  under  its  legiala* 
tive  control  as  the  territory  of  any  State  wbs 
under  the  legislative  control  of  that  State.  On 
this  principle  was  passed  th6  resolve  of  October 
10, 1780.    "  The  unappropriated  lands  that  may 

<  Im3  ceded  to  the  United  States,  by  any  particular 
'  State,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  common  benefit 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  be  settled,  and  formed 

<  into  distinct  RepuUican  States.  whic)i  shall  b»- 

<  come  members  of  the  federal  Union,  and  have 
'  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
'  dependaice  as  the  other  Stales."  On  the  same 
principle,  with  the  same  view,  and  explanatory  of 
this  resolve,  Confess  passed  the  ordinanoe  cf 
July,  1787.  respecting  the  territory  Northwest  of 
the  river  Ohio ;  the  sixth  article  of  which  says: 
"  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
^  servitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise  than  in 

*  the  punishmex^t  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 

*  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  They  declaie 
the  objects  of  this  ordinance  arcj  "for  extendiiitg 
^  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religions 

<  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  Re- 
'  publics,  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erected; 
'  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis 
'  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  ami  governments,  which 
'  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  tee* 

*  ritory ;  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  States. 
^  and  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal 
^  councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  orijgrinai 
^  States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  c<msistent 

*  with  the  general  interest." 

The  pompact  between  the  several  States  making 
the  cession,  and  this  ordinance,  were  declared  "  un- 
alterable," without  the  consent  of  both  parties-; 
and  all  the  States  formed  of  that  territory  have 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  "  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  orig<inal  States,"  with  this  express 
understanding^  that  involuntary  servitude  was  un- 
alterably prohibited. 

This  inherent  right,  derived  from  immutable 
principles,  and  enjoyed  by  every  Intimate  gov- 
ernment. Congress  supposed  they  possessed,  and 
on  this  ground  passed  tne  ordinance  of  1787»  re- 
specting their  territories. 

In  support  of  this  judicious,  and  odly  efficient 
practice,  I  call  in  the  aid  of  the  Constitution,  arti- 
cle'4,  secticm  3:  "Congress  shall  have  power  to 


*  Letter  of  the  Convention  that  finsmed  the  Consti- 
I  tution. 
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dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rales  and  regula- 
tioBs  respecting,  the  tertitory  or  other  property  of 
the  United  States." 

What  is  this  tract  of  country  ?  Is  it  a  State  or 
A  Territoiy  ?  If  a  State,  then  she  may  legislate 
for  hersell;  if  a  Territory,  then  OHupress  have 
power  to  n^ate.  It  is  not  a  State  till  admitted 
into  the  Union  by  an  act  of  Congress.  This  is 
ckar,  because  should  Conj;ress  pass  a  law  to  ad- 
mit Missouri  into  the  Union  on  conditions^  and 
those  be  rejected,  she  remains  still  a  Temtory. 
Then  erery  legislative  act,  previous  to  that  of  ad- 
mission, is  a  ^  regulation  respecting  a  Territory." 
And,  under  thb  provision  otthe  Constitution,  in 
eonnexioQ  with  the  immutable  principles  of  ra- 
tional government,  conditions  have  uniformly  been 
incorporated  in  the  acts  admitting  new  States  into 
the  union,  as  well  as  those  which  related  to  terri- 
torial goTcmment. 

If  Conmss  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  '^make 
all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the 
territories,"  then  it  follows,  ex  vi  termni,  that  they 
have  equal  right  to  exercise  their  discretion  in  de- 
ciding what  *'  rules  and  regulations  are  needful." 
The  power  to  make  rules,  and  not  a  right  to  exer- 
cise (uscretion  in  adjusting  them,  would  be  a  com- 
Sete  nullity.  Previous  to  the  year  1808,  Congress 
d  suppose,  without  the  aid  of  this  clause  in  the 
Constitution,  they  possessed  sovereign  power  ,and. 
control  over  their  territories.  Under  this  vcpry  just 
impression  a  law  was  passed,  in  April,  17.98,  pro- 
hibitinjE  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory — Vol.  1,  page  40,  sec.  7 : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  from  and  after 
the  «atabli«hinentof  the  mfbreeaid  government,  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  anv  person  or  penons  to  import  or 
bring  into  the  said  MiuisMppi  Territory,  from  any 
port  or  place  within  the  limita  of  the  United  States,  or 
to  caaee  or  procure  to  be  so  imported  or  broaght,  or 
aid  in  bringing,  any  ttave ;  and  being  convicted,  dbc, 
shall  forfeit  and  pay  three  hundred  dollara,  dec.  and 
the  slave  be  entitled  to  freedom." 

This  distinctly  shows,  that  -Congress  supposed 
then  power  over  the  Territories  more  extensive 
than  that  over  the  States ;  because  over  them  thiey 
could  not  pass  a  prohibitory  statute  till  1808.  The 
same  fact  appears  from  the  act  of  Congress  of 
March,  18D4,  ^'erecting  Louisiana  into  two  Ter- 
ritories."   Set.  1(Vt-"  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 

*  person  or  persons  to  import  or  bring  into  the  said 
'  Territory,  from  any  port  or  place  without  the 
'  limits  or  the  United  States,  &c,  any  slave  or 

*  slaves;  and  every  person  so  offending,  du:.,  shall 
'  forfeit  three  hundred  dollars,  and  the  slave  shall 
«  receive  his  or  her  freedom."  "  It  shall  not  be 
'  lawful  for  any  person  or  persons  to  import  or 

*  bring  into  the  said  Territory,  from  any  port  or 
'  place  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 

*  any  skive   or   slaves  which  shall  have  been 

*  imported  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798,  or 
'  wiueh  may  hereafter  be  imported,  such  person 

*  shall  forfeit,  dbc.  three  hundred  dollars;  and  no 
'  slave  or  slaves  shaU,  directly  or  indirectly,  be  in- 
'  troduced  into  said  Territory,  except  by  a  citizen 

*  of  the  Untcd  States,  removing  into  said  Territory 
'  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at  the  time  of 


^  such  removal  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slave  or 
'  daves ;  and  every  slave  brought  into  said  Terri- 
'  tory^  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shsdl 
*  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

Prom  these  facts  it  very  obviously  appears  that 
Con^^ress  had,  and  did  exercise,  the  power  of  in-^ 
hibitmg  the  importation,  and  even  the  miffration,. 
of  slaves,  into  its  territories,  directly  or  indirectly^ 
otherwise  than  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  Static,, 
removing  thither  for  actual  settlement,  and  beinjo; 
at  the  time  bona  fide  owner  of  the  slave.  And  thia 
previous  to  the  time  that  the  ninth  section  in  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitution  took  effect;  of 
course  the  power  must  be  derived  from  some  other 
clause  in  the  Constitution — ^perhaps  that  which 
authorizes  Congress  to-regulate  commerce,  or  from 
the  immutable  principle  that  all  legitimate  Crov- 
emments  have  an  inherent  right  to  exercise  sove- 
reign control  over  its  territories. 

Mr.  President,  I  ask,  then,  if  that  provision  in 
the  Constitution  diminishes  this  power? 

Congress  have  prohibited  the  importation  of 
slaves  into  any  State  of  the  Union.  Does  not  the 
same  clause  in  the  Constitution  give  them  power 
to  prohibit  the  "migration  and  importation"  of 
slaves  into  the  Territory  or  State  of  Missouri  ? 

That  Congress  would  have  power  to  prohibit 
slavery  in  its  acquired  territory,  it  seems^  was  the 
opinion  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  by  the 
compact  ceding  the  territbry  of  which  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama  are  composed ;  because 
they  expressly  stipulate  that  the  territory  shall  be 
governed,  and  the  States  admitted  in  the  Union, 
according  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  "  that  article 
only  excepted  which  forbids  slavery ;"  and  in  the 
cession  by  North  Carolina,  provided  no  regulation 
made  or  to  be  made  by  (Jongress  shall  tend  to 
emancipate  slaves. 

For  these  provisos  there  are  reasons;  this  terri- 
tory vTas  detached  from  States  where  slavery  was 
tolerated  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution ;  and  they^  as  sovereinis  of  the  soil,  had 
a  right,  in  the  cession,  to  tnake  this  reservation. 
And  it  has  been  scrupulously  observed.  No  objeo- 
tion  h%s  ever  been  made.  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and' Alabama,  have  all  been  admitted  on  terms  of 
agreement.    We  mean  to  keep  the  compact. 

But,  with  respect  to  Missouri,  we  View  the  mat- 
ter materially  different.  This  is  a  part  of  the  Lou- 
isiana purchase.  Bought  with  the  common  fund, 
of  course  the  common  interest  must  be  consulted. 
Missouri  has  no  claim  to  this  superior  political 
power.  She  may  be  admitted  with  all  the  rk^ts, 
advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  derived  from  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States ;  and  these  are  all  to 
which  Missouri  has  any  claim,  and  all  which  Con- 
gress have  any  power  to  impart. 

Mr.  President,  Congress  have  a  sovereign  power 
over  its  territories.  If  States  have  a  right  to  abd- 
ish  slavery,  when  they  make  a  cession  of  territbry. 
they  make  a  transfer  of  this  power.  If  there  had 
been  no  reservation  in  the  cessions  made  by  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  Congress  would  have  had 
power  to  prohibit  slavery  in  that  territory,  because 
they  had  that  power;  nence,  where  there  is  no 
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reservation,  there  is  no  restriction  of  power.  If 
the  possessors  of  a  territory  are  the  soverei^  of 
the  domain,  then,  when  they  make  a  cession  of 
territory,  they  transfer  all  the  power  they  possessed. 
If  France  nad  a  ric^ht  to  abolish  slavery  in  Lou- 
isiana, then,  when  sne  ceded  that  territory,  she 
transferred  tnat  power  to  the  United  States,  unless 
xestrained  by  stipulation,  which,  I  contend,  is  not 
the  case.  Has  the  Government  this  power,  then 
^he  may  make  a  law  to  inhibit  slavery  in  this  ter- 
ritory, oecause  ^'Congress  have  a  right  to  make  all 
<  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  car- 

*  rying  into  execution  all  the  powers  vested  by  the 

*  Constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United 
'  States,  or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof." 

Mr.  r resident,  "new  States  may  be  admitted  by 
the  Congress  into  this  Union."  Congress  may 
admit  or  refuse.  If  Congress  may  refuse,  then 
they  may  admit  upon  condition.  If  they  may 
admit  upon  condition,  then  they  mav  exercise  their 
discretion  in  deciding  what  those  conditions  shall  be. 

Now,  «ir,  it  will  he  my  object  to  shov7  that  Con- 
gress have  uniformly  gone  upon  this  principle.  Jn 
every  instance  where  new  States  have  been  ad- 
mitted, Congress  have  prescribed  conditions  at  their 
discretion,  except  in  the  admission  of  Vermont 
The  act  admittmff  this  State  was  approved  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1791.  The  situation  of  this  district  was 
different  from  any  other.  After  having  been  ab- 
solved from  any  political  connexion  with  ner  neigh- 
bors, she  formed  a  republican  constitution,  peti- 
tioned Congrress  for  the  purpose,  and  was  "  admitted 
into  this  Union  as  a  new  and  entire  member  of  the 
United  States  of  America."  The  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Kentucky  was  approved  the  same  month, 
1791.  This  district,  being  part  of  the  territory  of 
Virginia,  previous  to  her  being  admitted  into  the 
Union  tne  consent  of  this  Commonwealth  must  be 
given.  Accordiiurly,  in  December,  1789,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Virginia  pass^  "  an  act  dqncem- 
inff  the  erection  of  the  district  of  K^tucky  into  an 
independent  State."  After  making  provision  for 
a  convention,  they  say,  if  such  delegates  determine 
that  it  is  inexpedient,  "  the  same  may  be  erected 
into  an  independent  State,  on  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions following."  Here  are  enumerated  eight 
conditions,  with  which  this  district  must  comply, 
otherwise  they  are  not  pem^itted  to  form  an  "  in- 
dependent State."  .  They  acceded  to  these  condi- 
tions, formed  a  constitution,  and  petitioned  Con- 
gress for  admission  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  these 
conditions,  were  "  received  and  admitted  as  a  new 
and  entire  member  of  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica." Tennessee  was  admitted  June  1,  1796, 
according  to  the  cession  made  by  North  Carolina, 
in  December.  1789,  in  which  are  ten  specific  con- 
ditions. After  the  cession,  the  ordinance  of  1787 
was  to  have  effect  over  this  territory,  except  "Con- 
gress shall  make  no  regulation  to  emancipate 
slaves."  With  all  these  conditions^  sixteen  in 
number,  Tennessee  was  admitted  "in  the  same 
manner  as  if  that  State  had  originally  been  one  of 
the  United  States." 

On  the  30th  day  of  April,  1802,  the  act  was  ap- 
proved for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Ohio 
«<  into  the  Union,  upon  the  same  footing  with  the 


*  original  States  in  all  respects  whatever :  Pravidedy 
V  the  people  form  a  republican  constitution,  not  r^ 
'  pugnant  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  between  the 
'  original  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 

*  territory  Northwest  of  tne  river  Ohio."  Besides 
these.  Congress  recjuired,  as  "  a  condition,  that  the 
'  convention  of  said  State  shall  provide  by  an  or- 
'  dinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the 
'  United  States,  that  every  tract  of  land  sold  by 
'  Congress  shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax  what- 

*  ever,  for  the  term  of  five  years." 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana  was 
approved  April,  1812.  Among  other  things,  it 
was  declared— 

V  That  it  shall  be  taken  aa  a  condition,  upon  which 
the  said  State  is  incorporated  into  the  Unfon,  that  the 
river  Missisflippi,  and  the  navigable  rivers  and  waters 
leading  into  the  same,^  and  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as  well 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State,  as  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  other  States  and  the  territories  of  the  United 
States,  without  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  imposed 
by  said  State ;  that  it  adepts  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  constitution  of  said  State  shall 
be  republican,  and  consistent  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  that  it  shall  contain  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty ;  that  it  shall 
secure  to  the  citizens  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal 
cases;  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus;  and, 
after  the  admission  of  said  State  into  the  Union,  the 
laws  which  may  be  promulgated,  and  its  records  of 
every  description  shall  be  preserved,  and  its  judicial 
and  legislative  proceedings  conducted  in  the  English 
language ;  that  the  said  convention  shall  provide  by  an 
ordinance,  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  people  forever  disclaim  all  right  or 
title  to  the  unappropriated  lands ;  the  same  shidl  re- 
main at  the  sole  disposal  of  the  United  States ;  that 
each  tract  of  land  sold  by  Congress  shall  remain  ex- 
empt from  any  tax  for  the  term  of  five  years ;  shall  be 
considered,  deemed,  and  taken,  fundamental  condi- 
tiohs  and  terms  upon  which  the  said  State  is  incorpo- 
rated into  the  Union.'' 

The  act  for  the  admission  of  Indiana  was  ap- 
proved April,  1816.  It  provides  "that  the  con- 
^  stitution  shall  be  republican,  and  not  repugnant 
^  to  those  articles  of  tne  ordinance  of  1787,  which 
'  are  declared  to  be  irrevocable  between  the  origi- 
'  nal  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the  terri- 

*  tory  northwest  of  the  river  OJiio ;"  that  the  con- 
vention shall  ratify  the  boundaries  prescribed  in 
said  act,  disclaim  all  title  to  salt  springs;  and 
as  much  contiguous  territory  as  the  President  may 
think  necessary  to  work  the  same,  to  one  section 
of  land  in  each  township,  dec.  These  propositions 
are  ofiered  for  their  free  acceptance  or  rejection, 
on  the  condition  that  the  conrention  of  said  State 
provide  by  an  ordinance  irrevocable,  without  the 
consent  of  the  United  States,  that  their  lands 
shall  remain  exempt  from  any  tax,  for  the  term,  of 
five  vears. 

Tne  act  admitting  Mississippi,  was  approved 
March,  1817.  The  conditions  are  as  rollows : 
^^  The  constitution,  when  formed,  shall  be  repub- 
'  lican,  and  not  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  the 
'  ordinance  of  1787,  so  far  as  the  same  has  been 
'  extended  to  the  said  territory,  by  the  articles  of 
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'  agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the 
^  State  of  Georgia  or  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States ;  and  also,  that  the  convention,  by  an 
'  ordinance  irreyocabie,  disclaim  all  right  to  the 
'  unappropriated  lands ;  that  the  same  shall  be  at 
'  the  entire  disposal  of  the  United  States,  and  re- 
'  main  exempt  from  tax  ^ve  years  after  bemg  sold  ^ 
'  and  that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navigable 
'  waters  leading  into  the  same,  or  into  th^  Gulf  of 
'  Mexico,  shall  t>e  common  highways,  and  forever 
^  free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State, 
'  as  to  other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without 

*  any  tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by 

*  the  said  State." 

The  act  admitting  Illinois  as  a  member  of  the 
Union  was  approved  April,  1818 ;  and  about  the 
same  conditions  required  that  were  prescribed  on 
the  admission  of  Indiana. 

Alabama  was  admitted  by  an  act  passed  March, 
1819,  on  the  same  conditions  as  those  required  on 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Thus  we  findp  from  our  statute  book,  that  there 
is  not  a  single  instance,  from  the  time  Vermont 
became  a  member  of  this  Union,  in  which  a  State 
has  been  admitted,  without  some  specific  condi- 
tions and  restrictions.  And  with  respect  to  Loi^ 
iaiana,  more  especially,  "they  contained  some 
'  princii^es  as  repu^ant  to  the  original  jurispru- 

<  dence  of  the  Territory,  at  the  time  of  its  cessioa, 

<  as  ccmid  well  be  devised."  And  if  Con|^ress  did 
possess  and  exercise  the  power  of  imposing  such 
conditions,  what  good  reason  can  be  assi^^  why 
it  may  not  require  of  Missouri  tl£e  condition  pro- 
posed by  the  amendpient  now  under  discussion  ? 

Air.  President,  I  will  now  proceed  to  examine 
the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded  this  territory  to 
the  United  States.  The  article  which  is  said  to 
restrict  the  power  of  Congress,  and  prohibit  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment,  is  as  follow^: 
Art,  3.  "  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  Territory 
^  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
^  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
'  and  immmiities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
^  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained 
'and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
'  profess."  The  latter  part  of  this  article,  undoubt- 
ealy  applies  to  its  territorial  state;  during  that 
period  the  citizens  shall  be  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  their  privileges.  This  has  been  dione, 
aad  secured  to  them ;  of  course,  any  comment  on 
this  clause  is  unnecessary.     But  the  objection 

Frows  out  of  these  words :  ''  The  inhabitants  of 
this  Territory  shall  be  admitted^  according  to  the 
'  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
'  munities,  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unitea  States." 
What  are  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ?  They  are  FMeral  principles,  which  extend 
to  all  the  citizens  of  the  Unitea  States,  with  the 
same  influence,  and  in  the  same  degree.  But  these 
citizens  are  to  be  ^  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  riffhts^  advantages,  and  immunities  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States ;"  and  it  is  said,  if  you 


prescribe  any  condition  in  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri, you  interfere  with  her  rights.  What  are 
the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  f 
All  the  rights  they  possess,  as  such,  are  derived 
from  the  Constitution ;  and  these  are  Federal 
rights,  enjoyed  by  every  citizen,  in  every  State  in 
the  Union.  Federal  rights,  all  which  are  derived 
from  the  Constitution,  extend  to  States  as  well  as 
to  citizens,  and  to  all  the  States  equally.  Every 
State  that  exercises  a  power  that  any.  other  State 
cannot,  derives  a  power  from  a  cause  other  than 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Any  citi- 
zen who  enjoys  a  ri^ht  which  another  citizen  in 
the  United  S^tates  does  not  enjoy,  acquires  that 
right  from  some  other  source  than  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States.  The  following  are 
Federal  rights,  namely:  each  State  is  entitled  to 
two  Senators— 4he  Legislatures  shall  choose  them — 
thev  shall  be  privil^ed  jfrom  arrest — each  State 
shall  appoint  Electors — ^the  Electors  in  each  State 
shall  ;aaeet  on  the  same  day  and  vote  for  two  per- 
sons;— the  c^^nizance  of  controversies  between 
two  or  more  States — ^between  a  State  and  citizens 
of  another  State — between  citizens  of  different 
States — ^between  citizens  of  the  same  State,  claim- 
ing lands  under  grants  of  different  States,  and  be- 
tween a  State,  or  the  citizens;  thereof,  and  foreign 
States.  These  are  all  secured  to  Missouri,  and  all 
oihei  rights  derived  from  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

But  if  this  proviso  is  attached  to  the  bill,  the  cit- 
izens of  Missouri  cannot  hpld  slaves — and  will  not 
be  admitted  t^  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  A  ru^ht  to  hold 
slaves  is  not  a  ri^ht  of  a  citizen  oFthe  United 
States,  as  such ;  it  is  not  essential  to  constitute  such 
citizenship^  The  enjoyment  of  this  right  is  not 
essential  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  of  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

It  is  acquired  by  the  government  of  a  particular 
State.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  has  conse- 
quential or  local  rights,  which  arise  from  local  sit- 
uation, and  result  from  the  constitution  of  the  State 
where  he  resides. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  does  no 
more  than  secure  the  exercise  of  these  rights,  from 
violation,  when  acquired  by  the  constitution  of  a 
particular  State. 

State  rights  are  materially  different.  In  New 
Hampshire,  a  citizen  of  twenty-one  years  of  ase 
has  a  right  to  vote  for  all  State  and  coimty  offi- 
cers, and  Representatives  to  Congress,  in  the  place 
where  he  has  his  home.  In  Massachusetts  he  may 
possess  a  property  of  two  hundred  dollars.  ,  In 
Virginia,  he  must  possess  real  estate.  In  Louisiana, 
he  may  hold  slaves.  The  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  protects  these  State  rights  from  invasion : 
but  it  does  not  convey  them.  If  they  were  derived 
from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  could  exercise  and  enjoy 
them  in  any  State  in  the  Union ;  because,  "  this 
'  Constitution  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and 

*  aU  judges  and  citizens  are  bound  by  it,  any  thing 

*  in  tne  Constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the 
'  contrary  notwithstanding." 

If  a  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  right  derived  from 
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the  Consdtation  of  the  United  States,  then  a  cit- 
izen of  the  United  States  may  exercise  this  right 
also,  in  any  State  of  the  Union ;  "  any  thing  in 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State,  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding."  This,  ^we  know,  is  not 
the  fact ;  of  course  we  know  this  is  not  a  n^t  de- 
rived from  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  prohibition  of  this  right  is  no  infringement 
of  any  right  essentii^  to  consununate  citizenship. 
"  No  person  shall  be  a  Senator  who  shall  not  hare 

*  attamed  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine 

*  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States."  If  a  right 
to  hold  slaves  is  essential  to  constitute  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  then,  those  who  cannot  hold 
slaves  are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States ;  is  this 
the  fact  ?  then  a  number  of  honorable  gentlemen 
in  this  House  are  ineligible  to  the  office,  they  must 
vacate  their  seats,  bid  you  adieu,  and  retire,  which 
would  leave  your  waUs  rather  bare. 

But,  sir,  an  honorable  gentleman  observes,  (from 
South  Carolina,)  that  tnb  prohibition  cannot  be 
adopted,  because,  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entiUed  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
citizens  in  the  several  States."  I  admit  the  fact. 
But  what  is  it?  That  a  citizen^  in  any  State, 
shall  enjoy,  collectively,  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of^  the  citizens  in  the  several  States  ?  This 
cannot  be  the  case.  If  it  were,  a  citizen  of  New 
Hampshire  mi^t  pass  into  Massachusetts,  and 
there  exercise  the  right  he  enjoyed  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  voting;  and  into  Louisiana,  and  there 
exercise  the  right  of  holding  slaves.  A  citizen  of 
Virginia  might  pass  intoi  New  Hampshire,  carry 
all  me  privileges  he  possessed,  as  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia, accummate  more,  and,  by  removing  from 
State  to  State,  would  collect  and  enjoy  the  rights 
of  all  the  citizois  in  aU  the  States. 

Sir,  I  apprdiend  the  true  import  of  the  paragraph 
is  this :  that  a  citizen  of  any  State,  removing  into 
another  State,  "shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities,"  of  the  citizens  of  the  State 
into  which  he  removes ;  but  he  can  neither  carry 
nor  enjoy  any  privileges  not  secwed  to  the  citizens 
of  the  State  in  which  ne  resides,  by  the  constitution 
and  laws  thereof. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  told  the  proposed  prohi- 
bition interferes  with  property  in  a  manner  which 
renders  it  inadmissible.  The  inhibition  divests  of 
no  present  right ;  it  merely  prohibits  the  future  in- 
,  trpduction  of  slaves.  But  admit  that  it  did.  We 
will  examine  this  in  view  of  analog  and  fact 
SuppcNse  there  is  an  immense  quantity  of  India 
earpetmg  imported  into  Philadelphia.  Importers 
fina  it  a  very  profitable  commerce.  Merchants  de- 
rive great  achrantage  from  the  trade.  They  all 
depend  upon  it.  Families  ar^  accommodated,  and 
the  citizens  generally  are  much  pleased.  But  the 
plague  appears  in  tne  city ;  it  is  suspected  that  it 
IS  conmiunicated  by  this  foreign  traffic ;  it  becomes 
apparent ;  no  doubts  remain.  What  is  to  be  done  ? 
a  quarantine  is  ordered  for  fif^  or  an  hundred 
days ;  and  if  the  public  safety  require,  why  not  for 
tfajree  hundred  ?  But  this  does  not  effect  the  ob- 
ject. The  virus  is  latent ;  it  is  in  the  stock ;  the 
whole  community  suffers.  The  city  is  threatened 
with  desolation.    Let  me  ask,  sir,  have  not  the 


constituted  authorities  a  ri^t  and  power  to  sup- 
press this  destructive  traffic  ?  Cannot  they  say^ 
scuttle  the  ship,  suspend  or  interdict  the  com- 
merce? Undoubtedly  all  this  can  be  lawfully 
done.  But  this  interferes  with  private  property, 
individual  rights.  The  importer  is  despoiled  of 
his  expected  gain.  The  merchant  is  disappointed 
in  his  prospects,  and  the  citizens  in  their  uosses- 
sions.  Is  all  this  availing?  Do  ydu  desist?  You 
do  not;  you  should  not.  This  riffht  is  settled  upon 
an  immutable  principle,  essentialto  our  safety  and 
existence ;  that  a  less  degree  of  evil  shall  be  en- 
dured to  avoid  a  greater.  You  chain  up  your 
streets,  and  interdict  intercourse  with  your  city,  in 
case  of  infectious  disord^:  individuals  in  the 
country  suffer.  The  principle  is  the  same.  You 
lay  an  embargo  for  nfty,  a  hundred,  or  two  hun- 
dred days,  at  your  discretion>  Ships  decay  and 
rot  at  the  wharves,  and  produce  perishes  on  your 
hands.  Individuals  sufier.  But  do  you  desist? 
The  jjublic  good  requires  the  measure.  The  prin- 
cif^e  is  the  same.  In  case  of  war,  some  must  suf- 
fer, or  extermination  follows.  In  case  of  fire,  you 
demolish  one  building  to  save  a  city.  A  penoa 
has  a  limb  amputated,  it  is  an  evil ;  W  it  b  pref- 
erable to  the  loss  of  life. 

Slavey  is  a  plague — it  inoculates  like  conta- 
gious disorders.  Will  you  difiuse  without  limits 
this  destructive  evil  ? 

Now,  sir,  in  point  of  fact.  We  have  shown 
that  Congress  has  power  to  make  all  needful  Ttm- 
lations  for  the  government  of  its  territories.  This 
power  is  a  nullity,  without  discretion  to  exercise 
it,  because  no  particular  reg^ations  are  specified. 

The  least  restraint  decides  the  principle.  It  is 
not  the  degree.  If  the  public  interest  require  you 
to  affect  my  property  to  the  amount  of  one  dollar, 
the  exigency  of  the  case  may  be  such  as  to  justify 
you  in  extending  your  depnvation  further.  This 
IS  a  matter  of  discretion  and  necessity. 

In  the  admission  of  Louisiana,  there  were  many 
conditions.  One  was,  that  the  convention  pass 
an  irrevocable  ordinance  disclaiming  foreve*  aH 
right  to  waste  lands. 

They  had  a  right,  or  this  relinquishment  would 
be  unnecessary.  And  a  right  in  property,  of  which 
they  were  divested. 

They  must  also  stipulate  to  make  the  Missis- 
sippi and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  dtc^  common  high- 
ways, and  never  claim  any  toll.  Here  were  rights 
held  under  the  former  government,  ox  such  as  Uiey 
eould  claim  as  a  State,  or  there  was  no  need  of 
disclaiming  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance. 

Thus  we  see,  from^  analogy  and  fact,  that  the 
prohibition  proposed  is  neither  new  nor  inconsist- 
ent with  immemorial  usage,  soimd  national  policy, 
nor  State  sovereignty.     ' 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  shall  have  no  better 
c^portunity  than  the  present  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks in  reply  to  what  I  understood  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  LLOYn)  to  say ; 
which  was,  that  the  power  of  Coigress  over 
Maine  was  as  extensive,  as  its  power  over  Mis- 
souri ;  if  Congress  had  a  ri^ht  to  m*ohibit  slavery 
as  a  condition  of  the  admission  of  Missouri,  it  had 
a  right  to  make  the  toleration  of  slavery  a  condi- 
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tion  of  the  admission  of  Maine.    To  this  I  cannot 
accede.    I  think  it  does  not  follow  ^  the  cases  are  ! 
not  analogous.    Maine  is  a  part  of  Massachusetts- 
one  of  the  old  thirteen.    Massachusetts  has  a  coa^ 
stitation.    This,  if  not  positively,  virtually  pn> 
hihits  slavery.    In  this  case  Massachusetts  has  a 
ri^t  to  sjpetkK ;  she  does  speak  in  her  constitution ;  '■ 
the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  gives  Con- ' 
g^eas  no  power  to  compel  or  demand  the  admis- ! 
sioa  of  slavery.     So  with  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama ;  tbey  are  parts  of  the  ! 
old  thirteen.     Confess  have  no  right  to  prohibit ! 
slavery  in  them  without  the  assent  of  Virginia,  I 
North  Carolina,  and  Georgia.    By  their  constitu- 
tion slavery  is  tolerated.    And  they  have  a  ri^ht  | 
to  speak.     For  Congress  to  demand  the  prohioi- 
tion  of  slaverv  in  any  of  those  States  would  be  a 
vklalion  of  the  compact. 

Bat  it  b  not  so  with  Missouri ;  as  I  before  had 
occasio6  to  remiffk,  this  is  a  part  of  the  Louisiana 
purchase.  The  common  interest  of  the  Union  is 
to  be  consulted.  The  power  of  Congress  over  this 
tenitoiy  is  sovereign  and  complete.  We  are  not 
legislatmg  for  Missouri  alone,  out  ibr  the  highest 
inlerests  of  the  nation.  Evofy  State  in  the  Union 
has  an  equal  voice,  a  right  to  give  an  opinion,  and 
a  claim  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  President,  permit  me  to  observe,  I  view  in- 
vc^untary  servitude  con^ry  to  the  very  principles 
of  our  Qovemment.  These  are  declared  in  the 
charier  of  Independence : 

•  We  hold  these  famths  to  be  lellf^vident :  tlut  all 
■MO  are  crested  equal,  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ;  that  amoag 
th«ee  are  iile,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  bappineee.'* 

Sir,  for  these  we  fou^t  and  Ued.  We  know 
how  we  achieved  them,  and  we  wish  to  transmit 
them  to  unborn  posterity  in  their  primitive  purity. 
These  are  the  sentiments  we  profess  to  believe, 
and  publicly  declare,  ^that  all  men  are  bom 
equally  firee.''  We  boast  of  our  liberties ;  we  call 
OQXselves  a  nation  of  freemen ;  we  delist  to  hear 
our  children  lisp  the  freedom,  the  liberty,  equality, 
and  rc^iublicanism  of  our  country;  we  teach  them, 
in  their  in£emcy,  that  these  sentiments  may  grow 
with  their  growth,  and  ripen  with  their  years. 
We  chant  them  in  our  songs ;  we  prefix  them  in 
our  books ;  we  inscribe  them  in  our  temj^ ;  we 
ptesent  them  in  our  halls ;  shall  we  abandon  and 
de^  them  in  our  acts  of  legidation  ? 

Bdiold.  sir,  (I  ask  your  pardon,  she  is  in  the 
other  hau,*)  xhe  goddess  of  liberty  looking  down 
with  a  (rown  upon  the  Representatives  of  a  nation 
of  freemen  legislating  to  extend  and  perpetuate 
slavery. 

The  question  is  not  whether  slavery  shall  exist ; 
it  does  and  will  exist :  but  whether  it  shall  be  ex- 
tended, by  the  act  ot  Congress,  without  control, 
and  without  limits.  Forbid  it  ye  guardians  of  the 
people's  rights !    Forbid  it  my  country ! 

Mr.  President,  perhaps  I  shall  have  no  better 
opportunity  than  the  present  to  make  a  few  re- 


*  A  teiale  image,  representing  the  goddess  oi  libetty» 
raked  directly  ovear  the  Speaker's  chur,  in  the  Repfo- 
sentatives*  hall. 


marks  in  refAy  to  what  fell  from  the  honorable 
^tleman  from  Geor^a,  (Mr.  Elliot,)  who  in- 
timated that  an  objection  might  grow  out  of  the 
fact,  that  "the  United  States  shall  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 
govemfaient." 

Sir,  I  should  sooner  argue  from  this,  that  we  are 
bound  to  prohibit,  than  I  would  admit  that  we  are 
permitted  to  refrain.  What  is  a  republican  gov- 
ernment ?  A  democratic  ffov^nment  is  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  people.  And  these  peo^c  are  all 
e(}ually  free.  Slavery  is  incompatiUe  with  a  pure 
democracy.  In  the  same  proportion  that  you  ad- 
mit slavery,  you  contaminate  me  Republic.  It  de- 
generates to  a  demi-democracy,  to  aristocracy,  mon- 
archy, and,  perhaps,  despotism  itself.  Sir,  I  should 
not  use  so  harsh  an  expression  did  I  not  find  it 
adopted  by  the  immortal  Jefierson,  Virginia's  boast, 
and  his  country's  pride.* 

'*  There  must  be  an  unhappy  influence  on  the  man- 
ners of  onr  people,  produced  by  the  existence  of  ilavery 
among  os.  The  whole  commerce  between  master  and 
slave  is  a  perpetual  ezerdse  of  the  most  boisterous 
passions,  the  most  unremitting  despotism  on  the  one 
part,  and  degrading  sabmiesion,  on  the  other.  Our 
childien  see  this,  and  learn  to  imitate  it ;  for  man  is 
an  imitatiTe  animal.  This  qual^  is  the  germ  of  all 
edacatioa  in  him.  Prom  his  cradle  to  his  grave  he  is 
learning  to  do  what  he  sees  others  do.  If  a  parent 
oould  find  ao  motive  either  in  his  own  philanthropy 
or  ielf-love«  for  restraining  the  intemperance  of  pas- 
sion towards  his  slave,  it  aheuld  always  be  a  sufficdbut 
one  that  bis  child  is  present  Bat,  generally,  it  is  not 
sufficient.  The  parent  stocms,  the  child  looks  on, 
catches  the  lineaments  of  wrath,  puts  on  the  same 
airs  in  the  circle  of  smaller  slaves,  gives  loose  to  his 
worst  of  passions ;  and  thus  nursed,  educated,  and 
daily  exercised  in  tyranny,  cannot  but  be  stamped  by 
it  with  odious  peculiarities.  The  man  must  be  a 
prodiflT*  who  can  retain  his  manners  and  morals  un- 
depraved  by  such  circumstances." 

Mr.  President,  if  I  have  demonstrated  that  the 
Legislature  of  the  nation  have  a  right  from  usage, 
and  a  Constitutional  right,  to  prohibit  involuntary 
servitude,  and  that  it  is  contrary  to  the  very  genius 
of  our  Government,  the  question  turns  entirely  on 
the  expediency  and  policy  of  the  measure.  That  is 
an  expedient  and  politic  course,  which  tends  to 
cement  the  Union,  strengthen  the  ties,  promote  the 
harmony,  and  thereby  the  highest  interests  of  ^e 
nation. 

Permit  me  to  repeat  it,>alienation  and  distrust 
threaten  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country.  Ce- 
mented, we  are  safe  j  dismembered,  we  are  ruined. 
It  is  for  Congress  to  decide  what  measures  are  dic- 
tated by  sound  policy,  to  promote  the  lasting  peace 
and  pomanent  stability  of  these  United  mates. 
All  "  needfld  rules  and  regulations"  relating  to  the 
subject,  they  have  a  Constitutional  right  to  adopt 
ai^a  pursue.  ,  Sir,  my  most  deliberate  opinion  is, 
that  It  is  needful,  expedient,  and  politic  to  prohibit 
the  fhrther  extension  of  involuntary  servitud^  be- 
cause it  diminishes  the  physical  strength  of  the 
nation.    Slaves  are  not  employed  as  mdiers,  but 
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supply  the  place  of  those  who  might  he  thus  em- 
ployed. This  is  not  all :  if  one  is  pressed  into  the 
service  of  the  coimtry,  in^  case  of  emergency,  and 
sustains  an  injury,  or  contracts  a  complaint,  hy 
which  his  life  is  lost,  we  are  petitioned  to  remu- 
nerate the  owner.* 

As  the  physical  strengh  of  a  nation  is  reduced 
or  retarded,  danger  increases.  Sir,  have  you  for- 
gotten the  disasters  of  the  last  war  ?  Wnat  was 
the  condition  of  this  city  ?  What  was  the  ?tate 
of  this  Capitol,  this  noble  edifice  ?  Its  walls  were 
defaced,  its  pillars  demolished,  and  its  glory  tar- 
nished. And,  sir,  to  add  insult  to  villany,  Cock- 
hurn  was  riding  the  streets  like  a  nabob,  and  his 
army  pillaging  the  shops  in  the  city.  Sir,  permit 
me  to  say,  (if  it  would  not  be  deemed  a  vulgar  re- 
mark^) it  they  had  been  in  some  part  of  New  Eng- 
land, there  would  have  been  soldiers  enough  to 
have  cut  them  in  pieces,  and  carried  them  home  in 
their  pockets. 

That  the  physical  strength  of  a  nation  is  retarded 
by  slavery,  is  evident,  by  comparing  the  militia  in 
such  States  with  those  where  involuntary  servitude 
is  not  admitted.  In  the  eleven  non-slaveholding 
States  the  militia  is  431,616 ;  in  all  the  other  States, 
including  districts  and  territories,  it  is  316,970, 
leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former,  of  1 14,646^ 

But  the  fact  may  appear  more  conclusive  by 
comparing  territory  of  equal  extent — say  New 
England  and  Virginia,  whose  extent  of  territory  is 
very  nearly  equal.  The  militia  in  New  England  is 
140,900,  in  Vireinia  83,847,  leaving  a  balance  in 
fevor  of  New  England  of  67,053.t 

If  a  wise  policy  exbludes  slavery  in  principle 
and  practice,  then  it  is  a  judicious  exercise  of  power 
to  arrest  its  process.  A  wise  Lejfislature  has  done 
it ;  it  must  do  it  again.  Are  principles  changed, 
or  are  men  changed  ?    I  hope  neither. 

Mr.  President,  slavery  tends  ultimately  to  depress 
the  value  of  I'eal  property.  This  results  from  im- 
perfect cultivation,  which  is  the  effect  of  slavery. 
It  is  a  disgrace  for  a  white  man  to  put  his  hand  to 
the  plough  and  the  axe,  where  slavery  is  tolerated. 
"With  the  morals  of  the  people  their  industry  also 

*  is  destroyed  ;  for^  in  a  warm  climate,  no  man  will 

*  labor  for  himself  who  can  make  another  labor  for 

*  him.     This  is  so  true  that  of  the  proprietors  of 

*  slaves  a  very  small  proportion,  indeed,  are  ever 

*  seen  to  labor."t 

Compare  the  state  of  cultivation  in  the  vicinity 
of  Portsmouth^  New  Hampshire,  with  that  of  this 
city ;  the  vicinity  of  Boston  with  that  of  Baltimore. 
The  difference  is  almost  incredible.  The  land  is 
equally  rich  and  fertile;  the  climate  is  inviting 


*  Last  session,  a  gentleman  in  Kentucky,  who  had 
a  fllave  preued  into  the  service,  at  New  OrleaOf ,  that 
took  a  fever  and  died,  petitioned  CoDgress,  and  a  bill 
passed  the  Senate  giving  him  $700 ;  and  this  session 
a  petition  was  presented,  claiming  the  sum  of  $300 
for  injury  sustained  by  a  slave,  in  aiding  a  wagon  of 
the  Government,  by  which  his  worth  was  reduced  from 
$900  to  $600. 

t  The  return  of  the  militia,  made  by  authority  of 
iCongreas. 

X  Jefierso  n's  Notes  on  Virginia. 


and  healthy;  and  the  air  is  salubrious.  There 
every  field  is  covered  with  verdure  and  produce ; 
but  nere  it  seems  as  though  you  had  fallen  from 
some  other  world  upon  the  barrens  of  the  desert. 
Compare  the  lapds  in  Ohio  with  those  of  Kentucky, 
where  the  soil  is-  equally  rich,  the  climate  more 
mild,  and  the  air  as  healthy.  I  am  told  by  honor- 
able gentlemen  from  that  section  of  the  country, 
that  real  estate  in  Ohio  is  generally  more  than 
twenty-five  per  cent,  higher  there  than  in  Kentucky. 
To  what  can  you  impute  this  but  the  bane  of 
slavery  ?  It  is  not  on  account  of  age,  for  Kentucky 
was  first  settled.  But  perhaps  the  position  would 
appear  more  credible  by  comparing  a  distinct  por- 
tion of  territory,  of  eciual  dimensions,  as  the  valua- 
tion of  lands  was  taken  in  1798.  We  will  affain 
compare  New  England  with  Virginia.  In  New 
England  the  valuation  was  $183,171,180 ;  in  Vir- 
ginia $71,225,127,  leaving  a  difference  of  111,946.- 
053.*  Thus  we  see,  when  the  soil  is  not  cultivatea, 
the  nation  suffers.  Here  is  a  national  loss ;  because 
productive  labor  is  national  wealth.  "The  strength 
and  wealth  of  nations  are  founded  on  the  number 
and  industry  of  the  people."*  ' 

But  further,  Mr.  rresident,  involun^iry  servitude 
discourages  and  impedes  a  white  population.  This 
is  apparent  from  your  census.*  Take  nine  of  the 
non-slaveholding  States,  of  which  only  returns 
were  made,  in  1810,  the  number  of  inhatntants  is 
3,690,354 ;  in  all  the  other  States,  includmg  Dele- 
ware  and  the  Territories,  the  numoer  of  free  inhab- 
itants is  2,463,304,  leaving  a  balance  in  fevor  of 
the  former,  of  1,1^,060.  But,  to  bring  the  subject 
into  a  more  concise  view^  we  will  again  compare 
New  E^land  with  Vir^nia.  I  hope  the  honora- 
ble gentlemen  from  Virginia  will  nqt  consider  these 
comparisons  as  invidious,  when  I  contrast  Virginia 
with  all  New  England.  This  I  do,  not  only  because 
the  extent  of  territory  is  about  equal,  but  because 
they  were  settled  at  nearly  the  same  period— about 
1620.  In  New  Eng:land  I  find  1,471,973;  in 
Virnnia  974.622 ;  1;vhich  leaves  a  balance  in  favor 
of  New  England,  of  497,351,  including  the  slaves 
in  Virginia,  which  deduct,  and  the  balance  is  889,- 
869  free  citizens  in  favor  of  New  England.t 

Sir,  to  demons^ate  the  fact  more  clearly,  that 
slaveiy  impedes  the  progress  of  a  white  population, 
I  will  observe,  that  in  New  England  the  increase 
in  twenty  years,  is  as  17  to  18.  Include  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and  Delaware,  and  it 
is  as  99  to  100.  In  the  slaveholding  States  the 
increase  of  the  free  population,  in  the  same  periodj 
is  only  as  12  to21.  Had  the  latter  States  increasea 
in  the  same  ratio  as  the  former,  during  the  same 
time,  there  would  have  been  an  addition  to  the 
white  population  of  800,000 ;  and  according  to  the 
same  ratio,  at  this  time,  1,200,000  more  than  there 
now  are. 

"The  free  white  persons,  from  1790  to  1800, 
increased  ahnost  36  1-3  per  cent. ;  from  1800  to 


*  Seybert's  Btotistical  Annak. 

f  Notwithstanduig  this  balance  iii  favor  of  New 
England,  **it  is  supposed  that  more  than  60,000  per- 
sons go  annually  from  the  Eastern  to  the  M^eetera 
Sutes."— &y*erf. 
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1810, 36  Der  cent. :  and  from  1790  to  1810,  85  1-4 
per  cent''  All  other  free  persons,  except  Indians 
not  taxed,  from  1790  to  1810,  the  increase  was  still 
greater,  in  consequence  of  emancipation  and  run- 
airay  slayes,  who  pasjs  for  freemen. 

Tne  free  population  from  1790  to  1800,  increased 
37  1-5  per  cait. ;  from  1800  to  1810,  36  3-i  per 
cent.;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  87  3-5  per  cent. 
The  aiare  population,  from  1790  to  1800,  mcreased 
24  i^  per  cent ;  from  1800  to  1810,  35  4-5  per 
cenL;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  70  3-4  per  cent. 
T]»ecQinhiiied  free  and  slare  population  from  1790 
to  iSOO,  increased  85  3-5  per  cent. ;  from  1800  to 
1810,  36  per  cent;  and  from  1790  to  1810,  84  3-5 
Dcr  cent"*  Thus,  to  take  the  whole  free  white  in- 
bahitants,  together,  the  increase  is  rather  in  favor 
of  the  white  pomuation.  In  1790,  considerably 
more  than  one-filth  of  the  whole  population,  were 
sUrei ;  in  1800,  a  little  more  than  one-fifth,  and  in 
1810,  a  Utile  less  than  one-fifth  were  slaves. 

Mr.  President,  slavery. retards  and  depresses  the 
manufacturing  interest  They  are  a  description  of 
persons  who  cannot  be  advanta^usly  employed 
m  that  branch  of  business.  This  may  be  aiscov- 
ered  by  the  same  kind  of  comparison  that  has  been 
previoosly  made.  In  New  Kngland,  the  value  of 
the  manufactures,  according  to  the  marshal's  re- 
turns for  1810^  is  $36.074,171 ;  in  Virjrinia,  $11,- 
447,605 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  former 
of  (24,546,566.  This  sensibly  afiects  foreign  and 
domestic  exports.  Of  the  former,  the  balance  is 
in  favor  of  New  England  $8.777,045 :  of  the  lat- 
ter, »3^,6l  7.* 

Sir,  involuntary  servitude  is  the  occasion  of  in- 
troducing into  the  popular  branch  of  the  Crovem- 
ment  an  unequal  rejuresentation.  An  equal  repre- 
sentation is  apportioned  according  to  the  number 
of  free  inhabitants.  Strictly  speaking,  it  has  no 
regard  to  property.  In  r^rd  to  the  original 
States  it  b  by  agreement,  it  rests  on  compact  and 
piloted  faith,  which  we  wish  neither  to  disturb 
nor  violate ;  but  when  the  principle  is  applied  to  a 
State,  we  view  the  subject  entirely  different. 


When  the  Constitution  vras  adopted,  the  large 
States  were  unwilling  that  the  small  ones  shoiud 
hare  an  equal .  represent^tiop  with  them  in  the 
Senate.  In  consequence  of  this,  a  sacrifice  on 
both  sides  produced  a  compromise ;  and  this  was 
enentially  necessary  at  that  time  to  obtain  a  Con- 
stitution. This  effected  a  kind  of  equilibrium,  but 
results  in  giving  to  the  other  House,  at  this  time, 
twenty  Representatives  from  the  slave  population. 
Extend  this  principle  into  the  immense  territory 
beyond  die  Mississippi,  and  I  need  not  state  to  ^rou 
the  result  in  twenty  years.  The  Elastem  section 
of  the  country  would  be  cypherized  in  both  branches 
df  the  Government 

Sir,  18  this  equilibrium  and  reciprocity  now  to 
be  destroyed  ?  Are  our  pleasing  anticipations  of 
onion  and  harmony  to  cease  forever  ?  Why  should 
Missouri  come  into  the  Union  with  this  superior 
political  power?  What  claim  has  she  to  these 
soperabundant  political  rights?  We  have  made 
DO  promise ;  we  have  entered  into  no  compact )  we 


'8«jbart 


have  given  no  pledge.  It  cannot  be  for  want  of 
space,  where  slaves  may  be  lawfully  holden.  Fill 
up  Kentuck]^,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Ala- 
bama ;  then  it  will  be  time  enough  to  extend  the 
bounds  of  slavery.  But,  say  gentlemen,  this  re- 
striction deprives  Missouri  of  an  attribute  of  sov- 
ereignty, and  she  would  come  into  the  Union 
crippled  and  imperfect  The  objection  applies 
with  eaual  force  to  all  the  non-slavenolding  States, 
especially  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  There 
slavery  was  prohibited  by  Congress.  Do  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  those  States^  on  the  floor  of'  this 
House,  appear  like  children,  divested  of  anv  attri- 
bute of  sovereijnity  enioyed  by  any  other  State  in 
the  Union?  These  honorable  gentlemen  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  will  not  admit  it.  I  think  they  feel,  pos- 
sess, and  exercise  all  the^  importance  and  powers  to 
which  the  honorable  members  of  Virginia  or  any 
other  State  are  entitled. 

Then,  sir,  let  us  recur  to  first  principles — the 
original  compact  Sir,  I  call  upon  Vermont  and 
Kentuckv  to  look  back  and  reflect  upon  the  terms 
on  which  they  were  received  into  me  copartner- 
ship. '  Their  territories  were  preserved  by  the  uni- 
ted energies  of  the  Confederacv.  Will  they  for- 
sake their  first  love  ?  Sir,  let  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois  remember  that  for  years  they  were  led  by 
the  hand  of  this  little  family  of  united  sisters.  Our 
treasure  and  our  blood  have  been  expaided  to  res- 
cue their  soil  from  the  depredations  of  the  savage 
foe,  and  their  families  from  the  scalping-kni& 
"  The  State  of  Ohio,  in  which,  before  it  b^me  a 
'  State,  our  army  so  lately  contended  with  its  sav- 
'  age  inhabitants  in  1810,  had  a  population  of 
^  230,760  souls,  not  one  of  whom  was  a  slave. 
^  There  the  footsteps  of  the  savage  have  been  oblit- 
^  erated  by  the  b«isy  scenes  of  civilized  society ; 
<  the  noise  of  the  beasts  of  prey  has  yidded  to  that 
'  of  the  loom  and  the  shuttle ;  savage  wigwams 
'  have  disappeared ;  elegant  houses,  villages,  and 
'  large  towns,  have  succeeded  ;"*  and  all  thb  pros- 
perity may  be  viewed  as  the  result  of  the  memora- 
ble ordinance  of  1787.  Are  such  people  the  advo- 
cates of  slavery  ? 

Sir,  may  I  not  invite  Tennessee^  Mississippi, 
and  our  newly  espoused  sister,  Alabama^  to  recol- 
lect that  when  the  battles  of  the  country  were 
fought,  they  were  only  in  embryo ;  that  they  have 
grown  up  under  the  nurturing  care  of  their  elder 
sisters ;  that  it  becomes  them,  as  younger  heirs,  to 
look  well  to  the  principles  adopted  by  the  first-bom 
in  the  family,  and  mam  tain  the  rights  of  the  asso- 
ciation into  which  they  have  been  cordially  admit- 
ted. Sir^  where  is  Louisiana  ?  Shall  we  forget 
her  patriotism  and  her  braverv?  No;  nor  the 
dark  days  when  she  was  under  tne  oppressive  yoke 
of  a  foreign  despot ;  nor  the  l^ht  mom  on  wnich 
she  was,  by  the  mteiposing  hand  of  this  Republics 
emancipated  from  the  thraldom  of  tyranny,  ana 
brouj^ht  into  the  liberty,  and  joy,  ana  comfort  of 
the  Republican  citizens  of  these  United  States. 
Let  their  liberality,  their  justice,  and  magnanimi- 
ty, fdl  be  diffilay^  cm  this  occasion. 

Mr.  President,  vrill  not  the  measures  of  this 
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Congress. be  pregnant  with  events  whieh  will  -lay 
a  foundation  for  the  joy  or  sorrow,  praise  or  con- 
demnati^m,  of  future  ages  ?  The  effects  are  not 
confined  to  a  small  territory,  or  a  few  peoj^e ;  but 
millions  yet  Unborn  will  curse  the  acts  of  that 
Confess  which  entails  upon  ,them  and  their  un- 
numbered posterity  the  accumulated  evils  of  slayery. 

**  With  whtt  execrttions  should  the  stttesman  be 
loaded,  who,  pennittiDg  one-hftlf  of  the  dtbens  thus  to 
trmnple  on  the  rights  of  the  other,  trmnsfonm  those 
into  deepoli,  and  these  into  enemies;  decoys  the 
morals  of  the  one  part,  and^  the  amorpaHrim  of  the 
othei:.  For  if  a  skve  can  have  a  coiitttry  in  this 
world,  it  most  be  ai^  other  in  preierence  to  that  in 
which  he  is  bora  to  U? e  and  labor  for  another ;  in 
which  he  BMiet  lock  up  the  (aenlties  of  his  naturr; 
coatnbote,  as  fiu  as  depends  on  his  individual  endeav- 
om>  to  the  eraaishment  of  the  human  race,  or  entail 
his  own  miserable  condition  on  the  endless  genera- 
tions proceeding  from  him."* 

Sir,  it  has  been  intimated  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Elliot,)  that,  if  the 
nroiiMed  restriction  should  be  incorpcnated  in  the 
DiUy  it  would  be  nugatory;  for  the  State  at  any 
after  period  could  amend  their  constitution  and 
tolerate  shiraj.  This  I  cannot  admit.  It  b  an 
agreement  There  are  two  parties.  They  stipu- 
h^  they  enter  into  comimct  To  this  mutual 
a^preement  the^r  mutually  bind  themselTes,  and  a 
violation  of  it  m  either  ttrould  be  a  breach  of  faith. 
The  relation  whieh  Confess  bears  to  her  territory 
is  similar  to  that  subsistmg  between  a  State  Le- 
gislature and  any  portion  of  its  territory,  which 
mav  propose  to  be  disannexed.  They  stipulate 
and  enter  into  compact,  and  they  are  l)oth  b(nmd. 
This  was  the  case  with  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
when  she  was  erected  into  an  independent  State. 
The  same  is  true  with  respect  to  Massachusetts, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Vbrginia,  in  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwest  Territory  to  the  United 
States,  and  the  ordinance  of  Congress  of  1787, 
made  with  these  States  and  the  people  of  that 
Territorv.  The  cession  made  to  the  United  States 
by  North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  of  the  toritory 
of  which  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama  are 
composed,  sti^nd  upon  the  saoie  immutable  basis. 
All  these  stipulations  wers  voluntary  and  obli^- 
tory  on  the  parties.  No  disposition  to  violate  them 
haB  appeared  in  any  instance  whatever. 

If  a  State  can  amral  suoh  agreements,  it  may^ 
any  compact  and  every  stinulation  whatever.  The 
prmc^le,  if  admitted^  would  destroy  all  confidence 
m  troKtie^  conventiona,  and  ewirj  compact  to 
which  nations  or  smaller  associations  might  agree 
for  their  mutual  convenience  uid  safety. 

Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  add  one  reason  more 
in  favor  of  adopting  the  proposed  amendment,  and 
I  will  close  my  remarks  for  the  present.  The  ex- 
tension of  slavery  will  tend  to  the  violation  of 
your  laws,  and  to  demoralize  society.  The  ipeo- 
pie  of  this  country  are  fond  of  property.  It  is  im- 
possible to  restrain  them  wjthin  legal  bounds,  when 
you  present  to  them  a  pecuniary  advantage,  even 
firom  illicit  commerce.    You  thus  indirectly  cor- 

*  JeflEeison's  Notes. 


rupt  the  risifig.generation  and  demoralige  the  cmn- 
munity.  Extend  slavery  into  the  vast  Territory 
of  Missouri,  you  heighten  the  value  and  ofler  a 
new  market  for  ^aves ;  you  encourage  their  im- 
portation, you  invite  to  a  violation  of  yoiff  l^ws, 
and  lay  a  foimdation  for  a  systematic  course  of 
peijuiy,  corruption,  and  guOt.  All  the  public 
ships  m  the  service  of  your  country  are  now  in- 
sufficient to  suppress  this  speciesof  traffic.  What 
could  prevent  it,  if  the  market  were  increaaed? 
Sirj  close  your  market,  remove  the  inducement  to 
their  introduction,  and  the  nefarious  commerce 
ceases  of  course.  Look  to  your  laws  of  1*3^,  1796, 
1800, 1804, 1805, 1807, 1818,  and  1819,  and  sav  do 
they  not  imply  one  uniform  and  uninterrunteo  de- 
termination to  abolish  the  slave  trade?  This  bIb- 
gle  act  would  stamp  hypocrisy  on  the  face  of  every 
previous  law. 

Sir,  permit  me  to  present  my  thanks  to  the  hon- 
orable Senate  for  the  candor  and  attention  with 
which  they  have  indulged  me  during  the  time  I 
haye  been  addiessmg  them  oa  this  very  importaat 
subject.  I  will  cme  my  remarks  irith  a  few  lilies 
from  the  late  President  Jeffisrson  : 

**  With  the  morals  of  the  people,  their  industry  also 
is  destroyed.  Can  the  liberties  of  a  nation  be  thought 
secure  when  we  have  removed  their  only  firm  basi»~ 
a  conTiction.on  the  minde  of  the  people  that  their  lib- 
ertiee  are  the  gift  of  God ;  that  they  ere  not  to  be  vio* 
lated  bat  with  his  wrath  ?  Indeed,  I  tremble  lor  Wkj 
country  when  I  reflect  that  God  is  just ;  that  hie  jua- 
tioe  caanot  sleep  for  ever ;  that»  considering  nomhers, 
nature  and  natural  means  only,  a  revolution  on  the 
wheel  of  fortune,  an  exchange  of  situation  is  among 
possible  events  ;  that  it  may  become  probable  by  su- 
peraatural  interference !  The  Almighty  has  no  aitri- 
bute  which  can  take  side  with  us  in  such  a  contest. 
Bat  it  b  impossible  to  be  temperate  and  to  pursue  the 
subject  through  the  various  considerations  of  policy, 
of  morals,  of  history,  natural  and  civil.  We  must  be 
Contented  to  hope  they  will  force  their  way  into  every 
one's  mind."* 

Mr.  President^  without  any  sinister  motives, 
hope  of  personal  advantage,  or  anv  thing  aside 
from  the  expanding  glory  ot  the  beloved  country 
which  gave  me  birth — as  a  citizen  of  a  ffrowing 
Republic,  whose  risinff  prosperity  is  nearly  alli^ 
to  my  heart :  as  a  phiumthropist  and  a  Christian ; 
as  one  called  upon  by  my  constituents,  my  coun- 
try, and  my  God,  I  present  you  these  my  deliber- 
ate views  of  this  momentous  subject,  with  a  soli- 
citude for  the  result  which  could  not  be  insfured 
on  any  ordinary  occasion. 


Tuesday,  January  18. 

Mr.  Gaillabd  presented  the  petition  of  Marc 
Marie  Duplat,  aenr.,  praying  that  a  patent  may 
be  granted  to  him  for  an  invention  and  improfve- 
ment  in  Che  construction  of  privies ;  and  the  petir 
tion  was  read,  and  r^erred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the  so- 
ciety of  paper-maKers  of  the  Statea  of  Pennsylvania 


*  Je&rson'a  Notes  on  Virginia. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


157 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


158 


hSffSAMTy  18^. 


Restriction  of  Sltwery-^Moiine  and  Miseaun. 


Sbnatb. 


and  Dijawmie,  aad  also  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  mmnagen  of  the  fiorthamptoB  State 
Qovry  Company,  of  PennsyWania,  sererally  pray- 
ing  the  proteetion  of  Qonaeas ;  and  the  petitions 
were  read,  and  respectiyeiy  referred  to  tl^  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Robkhts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
Thomas  Leiper,  of  Pennsylyania,  praying  payment 
for  eeroun  ioan-offiee  certificates,  as  stated  in  the 
nwof ial ;  irhich  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  <^  Claims. 

Mr.  Ronmrs,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for 
tiK  relief  of  William  McDonald,  administrator  of 
James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  captain  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;"  and  also  the  bill,  en- 
ticed "^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  ad- 
muustrator  of  Thomas  Buckminster.  late  lieuten- 
mat  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  United  States' 
m&ntry,''  jreported  the  same  respectirely  without 


"ne  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re* 
BQvc  of  the  Cmnmittee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
nenred  the  petition  of  James  Wood ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Robebts,  the  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  the  second  Monday  in  Febru- 
ary nexL 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
veport  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
tbe  State  of  Indiana,  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  an  additional  lana  office  in  that  State,  and,  in 
coneorrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
file  memorial  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Antony  S.  Delisle,  Ed- 
ward B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef,  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  iiu  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  for.  the  relief  of  James  Hughes,"  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thmto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  readiujg. 

Mr.  DikHApresented  the  memorial  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  further  extension 
of  fliayenr  in  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read. 

Mr.  Lahman  presented  the  petition  of  Benjamin 
Mortimer,  and  also  the  petition  of  Michael  Pepper, 
sererally  praying  a  pension  ;  uid  the  petitions 
ffvie  rod,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

The  PassiDEN T  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  made  in  compliance  with  the 
filUi  seetion  of  the  act  of  the  3d  March,  1809.  enti- 
tled ^An  act  to  ametid  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departmoits,"  containing  a  statement 
of  the  expenditures  of  the  moneys  appropriate  for 
tiK  contingent  expenses  of  the  Military  depart- 
nKnt  for  the  year  1819 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Mr.  Thomas  asked 
and  obtained  leave  to  bring  in  the  following  bill, 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading : 


A  BOI  to  prohibit  the  tntrodoction  of  slsveiy  into 
the  torriteriei  of  tbo  United  States  north  and  west 
of  the  contemplated  State  of  Missouri. 
Be  U  enacted  hy  the  SemUe  and  Ihuse  of  Represent- 
aHvee  of  the  Umted  Statee  of  America,  tn  Vongreee 
aeeembied.  That  -the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinanee  of 
Congress,  passed  on  the  thirteenth  day  of  July*  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-ae^en,  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
ses, be  deemed  and  held  applicable  to,  and  shall  have 
full  force  and  effect  in  and  over  all  the  territory  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  which  lies  west  and  north  of 
a  line  beginning  at  a  point  on  the  parallel  of  nordi  lati- 
tude thirty  degrees  and  thirty  minutes,  wbere  the  said 
parallel  creeses  the  western  boundary  line  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  thence,  running  east,  along  that  parallel 
of  latltnde,  to  a  point  where  die  said  parallel  is  inter- 
seelad  by  a  meridiaa  line  pasring  through  the  hudSle 
of  the  month  of  the  Kansas  river,  where  the  same 
empties  iate  the  Missouri  river ;  thence,  from  the  point 
Mklnmidf  north,  along  the  said  meridian  line,  to  the 
intersection  of  the  parallel  of  latitude  which  passss 
thrott^  the  rapids  of  the  river  Des  Moiaee,  making 
the  said  line  to  correspond  with  the  Indian  boondaiy 
line;  thence,  east,  from  the  point  of  intersection  last 
aforesaid,  along  the  said  parallel  of  latitude,  to  the  mid- 
dle of  the  channel  of  the  main  fork  of  the  said  river 
Des  Moines ;  thence,  down  and  along  the  middle  of 
the  main  channel  of  the  said  river  Des  Moines,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  same,  where  it  empties  into  the  Bfissis- 
sippi  river ;  thence,  due  east,  to  the  middle  of  the  main 
^annel  of  the  Mississippi  river ;  thence,  up  and  fol- 
lovring  the  course  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  main  channel  thereof,  to  its  source ;  and 
thenoe,  due  north,  to  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
United  r 


MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union, 
as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  simeraddition  of 
provisions  for  the  admission  of  Missouri.  The 
proposition  of  Mr.  Robebts  for  annexing  a  cer- 
tain condition  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  being 
under  consideration — 

Mr.  MoBBiL  concluded  the  speech  which  he  yes- 
terday began  in  favor  of  the  restriction ;  and  then, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Walkeb,  of  Georgia,  (it  being 
late  before  Mr.  M.  concluded,)  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 

[Mr.  Morril's  speech  is  given  entire  in  preced- 
ing pages.] 


Wednesday,  January  19. 

Mr.  Sahford.  from  the  Cknnmittee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  waa  rererped  the  petition  of  Henry  Ingra- 
ham,  Robert  Hazlehnrst,  and  William  Smith,  jr., 
made  a  report,  acectmpanied  by  a  resolution  that 
the  petitioners  have  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tion.   The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claiins* 
to  whom  the  suoject  was  referred,  rqjorted  a  bill 
for  dw  relief  of  Mark  Richards;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  secoj^  readmg. 

Agreeably  to  notice  given,  Bfr.  Johkbon,  of  Lou- 
iaiaaa,  asked  and  obtamed  leave  to  bring  in  a  Inll 
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supplemoitary  to  the  several  act$  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and 
Missouri  Territory;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  readinj^. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Rhoda  Crawford,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition.  The  report  and  resolution 
were  read. 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Dunn,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  widow  of  Samuel 
Dunn,  late  a  captain  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionarv  war,  praying  remu- 
neration for  supplies  ftimished  his  company  and 
fot  wages  due  him,  as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dtke,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  the  Leeislature  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in 
behalf  of  Christopher  Miller,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sionsj  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Wilkamson,  praying  a  pension,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  uy  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner 
have  leave  to  withdraw  bis  petition.  The  report 
anjd  resolution  were  read. 

The  President  communicated  the  petition  of 
Cornelia  Schoonmaker,  administratrix,  and  Peter 
Ms^rius  Groen,  administrator,  of  the  estate  of  Zach- 
ariah  Schoonmaker,  praying  relief  in  the  settle- 
ment of  the  deceased's  accounts  as  paymaster  of 
the  second  regiment  of  United  States'  volunteer 
artillery;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States  north  and 
west  of  the  contemplated  State  of  Missouri  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Hughes  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  tofifether  with  the  amendment  report- 
ed thereto  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Rorerts. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  said,  the  subject  under 
consideration  had  been  alreadv  so  much  discussed, 
that  he  had  not  the  vanity  to  oelieve  that  he  ooula 
offer  any  thing  new  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate.  But  representing,  as  he  did,  a  State  in 
which  slavery  is  tolerated,  it  might  possiUy  be 
construed  a  aereliction  of  duty,  and  an  abandon- 
ment of  the  sacred  interests  of  those  he  represented, 
were  he  to  remain  silent  on  the  present  occasion. 
Nothing,  however,  said  he,  but  an  imperious  and 
irresistible  sense  of  duty  could  have  induced  me  to 
depart  from  the  resolution  I  had  at  first  taken,  not 
to  trespass  uj)on  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  any  ob- 
servations or  mine  upon  the  bill  now  in  progression. 


And  really,  sir,  it  is  with  a  degree  of  unfeigned 
reluctance  I  have  risen  to  oppose  my  oinnions  to 
those  of  gentlemen  of  so  much  more  experience 
than  mys3f,  and  for  whose  opinions  I  cannot  but 
entertain  the  most  profound  respect. 

We  have  alreacly  heard,  sir,  as  well  from  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  rennsylvania,  who  first 
addressed  you,  as  from  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  Hampshire,  who  closed  his  remarks  last 
evening,  that  the  subject  under  consideration  is  an 
important  one.  In  this  sentiment  I  perfectly  accord. 

Perhaps,  sir,  no  subject  which  has  agitated  the 
councils  of  the  United  States  of  America,  from  the 
formation  of  our  Government  down  to  the  present 
period,  has  been  pregnant  with  more  important 
consequences  than  the  one  now  under  discussion* 
It  is  a  subjectj  sir,  which  has  excited  not  only  the 
deep  interest  of  mose  who  are  to  decide  upon  it, 
but  one  which  is  agitating  this  continent  from  one 
extreme  to  the  other.  And  whether  we  turn  our 
eyes  to  the  East  or  to  the  West,  to  the  North  or  to 
the  South,  we  behi/ld  anxiety  depicted  in  every 
countenance,  as  if,  upon  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion, depended  the  peace  and  harmony  of  this 
Union. 

Sir,  the  resolutions  and  instructions  of  different 
^tate  L^blatures — ^the  petitions  of  very  many  as- 
semblages of  citizens  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
with  which  your  table  is  crowded — ^proclaim,  in 
language  not  to  be  misunderstood,  the  dee^toned 
feeling  to  which  the  discussion  of  this  question  has 
given  rise. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  heard,  with  much  regret, 
the  sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  in  this 
debate.  They  evince  a  decree  of  sectional  feeling 
which  I  had  not  expected  to  find  within  these 
walls.  I  had  indulged  the  hope,  sir,  that,  with  the 
close  of  the  late  w^f ,  all  partv  animosity  had  sul>- 
sided,  and  that  our  political  bark,  having  ridden 
out  the  tempest  of  Action,  had  been  safely  anchored 
in  the  haven  of  i>eace.  ^ut  a  state  of  tranquillity, 
I  apprehaad,  is  incompatible  with  the  nature  of 
man.  Scarcely  had  the  storm  subsided — scarcely 
had  we  shaken  hands  as  brothers — ^when  a  new 
source  of  discontent  has  been  discovered;  and 
another,  and  much  more  important  distinction  of 
party  than  any  which  has  preceded  it,  is  about  to 
to  be  established. 

The  feelings  of  humanity  and  benevolence  haTe 
taken  such  complete  possession  of  certain  sections 
of  our  country,  that  every  other  consideration  is 
made  to  bend  to  the  irresistible  Inclination  to  ame- 
liorate the  condition  of  slaves.  A  spirit  of  oppo- 
sition— a  line  of  demarcation — is  sought  to  be 
established  between  the  slaveholding  and  non- 
slaveholdinff  States.  And  "  slavery  or  not,"  seems 
destined  to  be  the  watch-word  of  party. 

I,  for  one,  Mr.  President,  deprecate  this  state  of 
things.  I  am  not  among  those  who  believe  that 
party  dissensions  are  essential  to  the  health  of  the 
body  politic.  1  deli|[ht.  sir,  to  inhale  the  breeze 
which  brings  with  it  narmony  and  peace;  but 
when  other  sentiments  prevail,  it  is  not  my  nature 
to  yidd  to  their  influence  witn  calm  indinerence. 
Contest  is  preferable  to  submission.  I  fed  it  my 
duty,  therefore,  to  meet  this  question  at  the  threih- 
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old ;  1  fear  there  is  too  much  reason'  to  consider 
it  the  inception  of  a  policy  whose  tendency  may 
be  to  dismember  this  Union.  And  the  alarming 
doctrines  we  yesterday  heard,  have  certainly  not 
tended  to  allay  my  apprehensions.  ' 

It  will  not  be  expected,  I  trust,  that  I  should 
follow  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate  the 
amendment,  over  all  the  ground  they  have  occu- 
pied in  debate ;  for  this  I  haVe  neither  inclination 
nor  ability,  and  were  they  both  in  my  possession, 
still,  the  effort  might,  perhaps,  by  some,  be  thought 
mmecessaiy.        ' 

With  the  historical  sketches  which  have  been 
given  us,  of  the  early  settlements  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  dangers  and  difficulties  which  were  en- 
coontered  by  Our  forefathers  in  this  perilous  enter- 
prise, I  have  been  amused  and  instructed — I  had 
almost  said,  I  have  beei^  charmed  by  their  novel- 
ty;  bat  I  must  be  pardoned  for  saying,  I  cannot 
perceive  their  relevancy  to  the  subject  under  dis- 
cussion. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
whose  arguments  I  cannot  hope  to  reach,  much 
kre  to  answer,  has  employed  a  considerable  portion 
of  a  very  long  and  a  very  able  speech,  in  inventing 
anathemas  against  slavery,  and  has' been  pleased 
to  draw  a  ^>arallel  between  the  inhabitants  of  the 
different  sections  of  this  country,  (but  with  what 
decree  of  accuracy  others  must  judge,)  in  which 
he  has  not  failed  to  give  a  very  decioed  preference 
to  those  who  inhabit  States  m  which  slavery  is 
not  tolerated ;  and  in  the  plenitude  of  his  charity 
and  benevolence,  has  ascrioed  this  vast  and  essen*- 
tial  dffierence  to  the  influence  of  slavery.  To  the 
same  influence  is  ascribed  a  destitution  of  talents, 
of  courage,  of  morality,  and  of  religion :  and,  from 
the  observations  of  the  honorable  gentleman,  one 
would  be  led  to  believe  that  aU  the  cardinal  virtues 
wither  at  the  approach  of  this  accursed  xnonster 
slavery.  In  what  a  deplorable  condition  would 
be  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States  if  the 
honorable  gentleman's  speculations  were  history ! 
Fortunate^,  however,  they  have  their  existence 
only  in  a  fervid  imagination. 

JBat,  dreading  lest  he  should  not  be  able  to  carry 
conviction  to  our  undei^tandings,  which  he  must 
of  course  have  considered  extremely  blunt  and  im- 
penetrable, the  honorable  s^entleman  endeavors  to 
notake  an  attack  upon  our  fears,  in  which  he  con- 
siders us  perhapB  much  more  assailable;  and  with 
all  the  christian  meekness  and  charity  imaginable, 
fve  arc  cautioned  to  beware  how  we  encourage 
slavery,  for  that  the  vengeance  of  an  angry  God 
will  not  sleep  forever. 

The  honorable  gentleman's  zeal  seems  to  have 
transported  him  beyond  the  bounds  of  just  calcu- 
lation. Our  anprenen'sions  are  not  so  easily  ex- 
cited. For,  whilst  we  bow  with  great  humility 
and  reverence  before  the  majesty  of  Heaven,  ana, 
on  our  bended  knees,  v»t)uld  deprecate  the  wrath 
of  God,  we  are  not  prepared  to  consider  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  as  one  of  his  vicegerents. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  far  from  my  intention  to  re- 
criminate 5 1  came  not  here  to  ofiend  or  be  oflended. 
If  it  will  be  a  gratification  to  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman's feelings,  I  am  willing  to  admit,  that  the 
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inhabitants  of  that'  section  of  ^e  country  from 
whence  he  comes,  are  all  high-minded  and  honor- 
able men  :  that  they  are  intelligent,  brave,  virtu- 
ous, moral,  religious,  and  patriotic.  But  I  must 
take  the  liberty  of  reminding  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, that  tnese  are  not  sectional  qualities ;  and 
that  if  he  will  give  himself  the  trouble  to  consult 
the  page  of  history,  he  will  learn  that  those  virtues 
are  al4e  the  growth  of  every  part  of  this  exten- 
sive^ prosperous,  and  happy  country ;  and  I  trust  I 
shall  not  give  oflence  by  declaring  it  as  my  firm 
conviction,  that  the  inhabitants  of  tne  slaveholdinf^ 
States  will  not  suffer  by  a  just  comparison  wim 
those  9f  any  other  section  of  the  Union. 

Without  intending,  sir,  to  make  invidious  com- 
pfirisons,  or  in  the  slightest  de^ee  to  disparage 
other  parts  of  the  country,  I  would  ask,  where  wul 
you  find  a  greater  de^ee  of  pure  and  unadulterated 
patriotism — where  "mil  you  find  a  ffreatar  devotion 
to  the  true  principles  of  liberty,  than  among  the 
inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States?  Who  first 
fanned  the  sacred  flame  of  freedom  on  this  conti- 
nent? A  Virginian — a  native  of  a  slaveholding 
State.  Who  penned  the  immortal  Declaration  of 
Independence?  A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State. 
Who  led  your  Revolutionary  armies  to  battle  and 
to  victory?  A  native  of  s^  slaveholding  State. 
Who  first  agitated  the  ^estion,  which  eventuated 
in  the  formation  of  our  inestimable  Constitution  ? 
Inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States.  Who  was 
first  called  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  his  country- 
men to  preside  over  the  destinies  of  the  new  Gov- 
ernment? A  native  of  a  slaveholding  State.  Who 
now  conducts  our  political  bark  with  so  much 
honor  to  himself  and  benefit  to  the  nation?  A  na- 
tive of  a  slaveholding  State. 

But  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
shire has  farther'  told  us,  that  the  influence  of 
slavery  has  a  tendency  to  make  men  tyrannical 
and  despotic.  In  this  tne  experience  of  the  country 
is  against  him.  In  no  part  of  this  widely  extended 
Government  have  the  pure  principles  of  aemocracy 
been  so  much  cherished,  as  among  the  inhabitants 
of  th^  slaveholding  States  -,  apd  these  yield  to  none 
in  the  practice  of  benevolence  and  humanity. 

We  are  next  told,  that  most  of  the  catastrophes 
of  the  late  war,  and  ijarticularly  the  burning  of  the 
Capitol,  may  be  ascribed  to  the  same  detested  in- 
fluence. I  regret,  sir,  that  our  painds  have  been 
brought  to  dwell  upon  the  subject.  Over  some  of 
the  events  of  the  late  war  I  would  most  cheerfully 
have  drawn  the  curtain  of  oblivion.  The  fair  page 
of  our  history  has  been  blackened,  and  our  country 
in  some  measure  disgraced,  by  them.  'But  the 
events  which  I  should  be  most  anxious  to  forget, 
sir.  were  not  those  which  transpired  in  the  slave- 
holding  States.  Some,  which  were  calculated  to 
make  the  cheek  of  ^patriotism  burn  with  shame, 
had  their  existence  m  a  northern  latitude,  far  be- 
yond the '  influence  of  slavery.  I  forbear,  sir,  to 
particularize,  from  an  unwfllingness  to  arouse 
feelings  which  are  slumbering  in  forgetfulness  of 
these  melancholy  disasters.  Sut  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that  the  tide  of  war  rolled  in  upon  us  one 
disaster  after  another,  in  dreadful  succession.  I 
would  ask  the  honorable  gentleman,  who  checked 
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the  progress  of  this  tide,  turned  its  course^  aad 
threw  it  back  upon  the  foe  ?  Who  achieved  the 
eyer  memorable  victory  of  Orleans,  which  has  shed 
such  a  lustre  around  the  Ameriban  arms  1  Soldiers 
from  the  slaveholding  States. 

But  I  will  not  dwell  upon  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, sir ;  ther«  is  nothing  m  it  calculated  tojpratify 
my  own  feelings,  or  to  interest  those. of  the  Senate. 

I  will  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  more 
important  arguments  of  honorable  gentlemen, 
founded  uyon  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787, 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
treaty  of  cession.  And  I  flatter  myself^  I  shall  be 
able  to  establish,  as  far  as  nefi;ative  proof  can  pos- 
sibly extend,  that^  firom  neitner  of  these  fruitful 
sources  can  be  derived  jhe  authority  to  impose  .the 
«pntem{;lated  rostriction  upon  the  ^ood  people  of 
Missouri. 

In  the  investigation  of  this  subject,  therefore*  I 

Honorable  ffentleman  from  Pennsylvania  is  un- 
ajuthorLsed  by  the  ordinance  of  '87 ;  that  it  is  un^ 
authorized  bv  the  Constitution ;  and  that  it  is 
expffesslv  forbid  by  the  terms  of  the  treat]^  by 
which  tne  territory  in  question  has  been  acquired. 

The  elucidation  of  this  subject  must  necessarily 
be  somewhat  dry  and  uninteresting ;  for,  in  the 
devebpment  of  Constitutional  principles,  we  are 
not  permitted/ to  wander  in  the  wide  fields  of 
rhetoric,  to  gather  flowers  wherewith  to  decorate 
our  path. 

I  will  in  the  first  place  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  ordinance  d(  '87,  which  has  been  so 
emphatically  styled,  by  the  honorable  gentleinim 
from  Pennsylvania,  the  immortal  ordinance. 

A  brief  history  of  the  circumstances  whiph  led 
to,  and  were  attendant  upon,  the  passage  apd 
adoption  of  this  ordinance,  will,  I  trusf,  justify 
the  opinion  I  have  formed,  that  it  is  an  instrument 
not  entitled  to  the  hi^gh  commendation  which  h^ 
been  bestowed  upon  it. 

In  the  year  1780,  Congress  recommended  to  the 
States  havinfi  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriated 
lands  in  the  iVestem  country,  a  liberal  cession  to 
the  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their  respective 
claims,  for  the  common  oenefit ;  the  territory  to  be 
Uius  ceded  to  be  formed  into  distinct  republican 
States,  having  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty^ 
freedom,  and  mdependence,  with  other  States. 

In  1781  the  State  of  New  York  limited  and  de^ 
fiwnl  her  western  boundary,  and  ceded  and  relin- 
guished.  to  sucli  States  as  then  were,  or  should 
thereafter  beconae  parties  to  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration, all  her  right  and  claim  to  lands  send  ter- 
ritories to  the  northward  and  westward  of  the 
boundary  thus  limited  and  defined. 

In  1784  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
claim  to  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio. 

In  F785  Massachusetts  ceded  and  relinquished 
all  claim  to  the  territory  within  her  charter,  west 
of  a  particular  line  mentioned  in  her  deed  of 
cession* 

In  1786  Connecticut  ceded  her  claim  to  the 
territory  called  the  Western  Reserve. 

It  must  be  remarked,  Mr.  President,  that  not  one 
of  these  deeds  of  cession  contained  a  proviso  or 


condition  that  slavery  should  be  inhibited,  in  the 
territory  thus  transferred  to  the  United  States. 

The  praise,  therefore,  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  bestowed  upon.Vir^^ 
nia  for  her  philanthropy  in  interdicting  slavery  in 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  altogether 
undeserved. 

In  1787  Congress  passed  the  celebrated  ordinance 
about  which  so  much  has  been  said.  This  ordi- 
nance' is  entitled  "  An  ordinance  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  territorjr  of  the  United  States  northr 
west  of  the  river  Ohio ;"  and,  among  other  things, 
ordains  and  declares  peitain  articles  of  co9ap»ct 
between  the  original  States  and  the  people  akd 
States  of  the  said  territory,  and  forever  to  remain 
unalterable,  except  by  common  consent ;  the  sixth 
of  which  articles  oi  compact  declares,  "  Th^e 
shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
in  the  said  territory,  othei^ise  than  in  the  Bunishr 
ment  or  crimes."  In  1788  Virginia  ratified  the 
fifth  of  these  articles  of  compact  contained  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787;  but  said  nothing  about  any 
of  the  other  articles. 

In  August,  1789,  the  form  of  government  having 
been  alt^ed,  and  tbe  articles  of  confederation 
having  been  exchanApe^  for  our  present  constitoti^Hi, 
Congress  passed  a  law  adapting  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  new  government. 

Having  thus^  sir,  in  a  very  cursory  manner,  ad* 
verted  to  the  different  deeds  of  cession  and  the  acts 
of  Congress,  in  relation  to  the  territory  so  ceded, 
I  will  proceed,  in  a  still  more  cursory  manner,  to 
state  some  of  the  reasons  which  have  produced  a 
conviction  upon  my  mind  that  the  sixth  section  of 
this  immortal  ordinance,  upon  which  the  gentle^ 
man  from  Pennsylvania  relies  as  his  authority  to 
impose  the  contemplated  restriction  upon  the  State 
of  Missouri,  cannot,  and  will  not,  support  the 
mighty  fabric  whicn  has  been  attempted  to  be 
reared  upon  it.  I  contend  that  the  sixth  sectioa 
was  aumorized  by  the  deeds  of  cession  by  which 
Congress  acquired  the  territory,  for  the  government 
of  vdiich  the  ordinance  was  passed ;  these  deeds 
havinff  embraced  no  condition  or  stipulation  to 
that  effect,  and  not  having  transferred  to  Congiess 
any  power  for  thfit  purpose. 

It  was  unauthorized  py  the  articles  of  confeder- 
ation, no  power  to  pass  any  such  restriction  hav- 
ing been  delegated  to  Congress  by  tl^t  instrument ; 
and  all  powers  not  expressly  delegated  being  re- 
tained to  the  people.  The  passing  of  this  restric- 
tion, therefore, 'was  in  derogation  of  the  rights  of 
the  people  so  retained.  But,  by  way  of  rendering 
this  part  of  the  ordinance  more  acceptaUe,  it  has 
been  called  a  compact  and  .agreement.  A  strange 
compact  and  ajgreement,  indeed!  I  had  always 
supposed  that  it  required  at  least  two  parties  to 
enter  into  a  compact  or  agreement.  But,  in  the 
instance  under  consideration,  there  seems  to  have 
been  but  one  party.  It  was  a  compact  and  agree- 
ment made  between  Congress  and  themselves,  no 
other  party  consenting,  or  being  even  consulted)  in 
relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  this  in^portant  re-  . 
striction;  a  restriction  made  without  author!^, 
and  one  violatory  of  the  equal  rights  of  the  people 
of  this  country. 
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Bit,  if  Islioi^MTefcurmed«m>BeouB  ccttdusions 
im  lewdon  to  tkis  ordinaDce— nay,  even  if  I  were 
to  admit  that  it  was  di]|ly  autbon^  and  properly 
mftde,  it  was  oertoinly  heal  in  its  very  natuie,  and 
coD&aed  in  its  operations  to  the  territofy  of  the 
United  States  northwest  of  the  n?er  Ohio.  As  a 
proof  of  this,  whenerer  it  has  been  necessary  to 
eztoMi  its  provisions  to  territory  subsequently  ac- 
quired, it  naa  always  been  by  a  special  aet  of  Con- 
gress passed  for  that  purpose. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
mfter  infonning  us  that  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois 
hipve  been  admkted  under  hu  finYorite  ordinaoe^ 
tnaunphantly  askfr--4iow  can  Missouri  complain  ? 
I  am  not  apprized  that  the  right  of  restriction  was 
CMrt— tod  at  the  time  oi  the  admission  of  these 
States:  I  think  it  highly  probable  it  was  not. 
ThAordinaaceof  1787  embraced  the  territory  of 
w4u6b  these  States  were  formed.  It  had  been  for 
a  long  time  aeouieseed  in.  The  territory  had  been 
setded  under  the  impression  that  slavery  was  not 
t#  he  telcwKd,  and  the  restriction  cmtaiaed  in 
thi  eedmanee  was;  as  to  the  inhabttents  of  dus 
territory,  of  no  importance  whatever.  In  relation 
IsMtMori  the  case  is  widely  diffiarcnt  The  or- 
iKpaTf  of  1787  has  never  embraced  it:  it  has 
been  aeitM  bf  sta^eholdcia,  whose  manners,  cus- 
twMt  aad  hauts,  are  not  only  familiarized  to  the 
lohrariottof  ilaTery,  but  for  whose  eonTcuenee  it 
has  become  somewhat  necessary,  and  to  whom  the 
Qmaral  Government  has  given  every  implied  as- 
suraaee  that  there  would  m  no  attenij^t  to  4nhibit 
sinvery.  Louisiana,  a  part  of  the  temlory  aooui- 
red  by  the  same  treaty,  and  at  the  same  tuna,  has 
been  admitted  into  the  Union  ^thont  such  teitiie- 
tioik  An  act  of  Congress  passed  for  the  govtm- 
mwit  of  Missouri  contninw  no  s«ch  restriction. 
Brcnr  n«w  State  whidi  has  been  admitted  into 
the  UnioB,  (with  the  exoeptioQ  of  those  fovmed  of 
the  tontory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  and 
which  were  embraced  in  the  oidinance  of  1787,) 
hnre  been  admitted,  withoot  such  restrietion.  I 
wisnVd  remind  the  honomfale  gentleman  that  Ver- 
OMt,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Loniriana,  Missisrip- 
pi^ mi  Afaihamn,  had  nosueh  restriction  imposed 
a|mi  them  at  the  time  of  their  adndssibn  to  die 
fodmlcmbraee.  I  would  then  ask  the  gentleman, 
m^  whether  Missouri  mav  not  vrcli  complain  of 
the  attempt  to  imfxise  'mack  restriction  at  this  late 
period?  I  think  she  wdi  may.  But  the gentlo- 
men  themselves  mesk  to  doubt  the  authority  of  the 
osdtaanee,  and  leaert  to  thejCoostitutioB. 

I  will  proceed,  sir,  to  an  examination  of  those 
piwls  of  the  ConstitBlion  firom  which  gentlemen 
Q»ace>yi  thqr  derire  the  authority  to  impose  the 
conlcmplatsd  restrietion.  But,  beroie  I  do,  permit 
meto  premise,  ^thttt  the  powers  not  ddegated  to 
the  United  Slates  by  the  Constilntion,  nor  pTobib- 
iM-hy  it  lo  the  Btates,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
reraeottvely,  or  to  the  people." 

£&  apprdnchinff  the  Constitution  of  my  country, 
sir.  I  proceed  wiu  a  kind  of  deferential  awe :  it  is 
a  neUowed  instrument,  with  which  I  am  almost 
ateid  to  trust  rnyaelC 

The  grant  of  powers  to  Coneress  by  the  Consti- 
tution, are  embraced  in  the  8ln  section  of  the  Ist 


article ;  by  which  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
lay  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow  money,  to  regulate 
commerce,  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natural- 
ization, to  coin  money,  to  promote  the  progress  of 
science  and  useful  arts,  to  constitute  tribunal*  in- 
ferior to  the  Supreme  Court,  to  declare  war,  dbc. 
Among  the  powers  enumerated  in  this  section,  the 
one  contended  for  will  not  be  found,  fikit  the 
gentlonen  inform  us  that  the  power  is  derived  from 
the  9th  section  of  the  same  article,  or  from  t^ie  3d 
section  of  the  4di  article;  but  from  wUeh  of  ^lese 
seotimis  the  advocates  of  this  measure  haTe  not 
exactly  amed  among  themselves.  Thdt  it  cannot 
be  derived  from  both,  I  presmne,  must  be  aduuitted ; 
for  it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  the  profound  in* 
telligence  of  the  immortal  firamers  of  the  Constitu* 
tion  to  suppose  that  they  would  have  em|doyed 
two  distinct  sections  in  diffincnt  articles  of  tnat 
instrument,  to  convey  the  same  power.  Andvthis 
diversity  of  opinion  ailaon^  such  able  exporitofs  of 
the  Constitution,  renders  it  at  least  d<Nibtful  whe- 
ther it  is  derivable  from  either  section. 

But  let  us  examine  the  sections  referred  to.  The 
9th  section  of  the  Ist  article  is  as  follows : 

*  The  migrstion  or  importation  of  such  psnons  as 
any  of  the  States  bow  existing  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior 
to  the  year  1808  ;  bat  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on  such  importation/  n6t  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
each  person. 

It  is  mueh  to  be  regretted  that  any  section  of 
this  inimilaUe  instrument  should  have  been  so 
constructed  as  to  admit  even  of  doubtful  interpre- 
tation. It  is,  however,  a  proof  that  perfection  be- 
longs not  to  man,  but  is  an  attribute  of  the  Dettf . 
The  instrumcia  under  eoosideration  is,  perhaps,  as 
perfect  as  man  could  make  it. 

The  gentlemen  who  rely  upon  this  section  con- 
tend that  the  power  impliedly  adbsMOwiedged  tore- 
side  in  Congress,  by  the  ptoiseobgy  of  this  section, 
to  prohibit  the  m^pration  of  alav«[,  is  sufficiently 
extensive  to  authonze  the  interdiction  of  carrying 
slaves  from  one  Stale  to  another  of  this  Union,  or 
from  the  States  to  the  Territories  belonging  to  the 
United  States ;  and  that  Congress  may  well  r^ 
ulate  the  intercourse  between  the  States  and  Ter^ 
ritories,  in  this  regard,  and  toteUy  ptohibit  the 
"  migratioof'  of  ^ves. 

On  first  turning  my  atten^n  to  this  subject, 
with  a  view  to  the  formirtion  of  an  opinion  upon 
the  section  under  oonsiteation,  I  was  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  words  ^  misratbn  and  im- 
portation" wesre  used  as  c<mvertible;  ^t  they 
were  intended  to  have  the  same  interpretation  ^  and 
both  to  have  reforenoeto  the  introduction  of  slaTCs 
fipom  abeoad:  for,  although  the  word  "persons" 
was  used,  I  had  no  difficulty  in  believing  slaves 
were  meant  This  construction  I  believra  to  be 
strengthened  by  the  foot  that  the  word  ^  migfa- 
tion"  is  entirely  dropped  in  the  latter  part  or  the 
section,  and  the  word  "such"  is  made  to  refer  to 
the  persons  so  to  be  introduced;  ConjBpress  being 
authorized  to  impose  a  tax  on  snoh  importation  . 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  peraon.  But, 
on  more  mature  refleetioiiy  my  mind  came  to  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


167 


HISTORY  OF  OONOBESa 


168 


SSNATB. 


Adminion  ofMame  <md  MUmmrL 


jAN0Ainr,  1880. 


ooDcliision  that  the  words  were  entitled  to  be  con- 
sidered separately ;  that  thev  were  intended  to  have 
distinct  meanings,  and  eacn  to  be  employed  in  the 
performance  of  a  particular  office.  I  wa^he  more 
easily  led  to  this  eondusion  from  the  belief  that 
the  great  and  excellent  men  who  formed  our  Con- 
stitution, would  not  have  employed  an  unnecessary 
phraseology,  or  have  used  words  which  they  did 
not  intend  should  have  their  appropriate  signifi- 
cation. 

The  construction,  therefore,  which  lam  disposed 
to  give  to  this  section  is — that  the  word  "  importa- 
tion," as  its  appropriate  meaning  would  indicate, 
looks  abroad  and  was  intended  to  embrace  slaves 
brought  into  this  country,  from  Africa  and  else- 
where by  water.  The  word  ^migratiop^  was 
intended  to  embrace  such  as  should  be  brought  into 
the  United  States  by  land,  from  the  contiguous 
territory  belonging  to  foarei^  Powers.  For  it 
would  nave  been  idle  an^  vam,  to  have  prohibited 
the  ^'  importation"  or  the  i)ringing  of  slaves  di- 
rectly into  our  ports— vdiilst  there  should  be  no 
interaiction  gf  "  migration"  from  the  territory  of 
foreign  Powers  immediately  adjoining  the  territory 
of  the  United  States,  and  it  must  m  recollectecL 
that  at  the  tijme  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  this  country  was  bordered  in  different 
directions  bv  territory  belonging  to  other  nations. 
By  giving  tnis  construction  you  satisfy  the  full 
meaning  of  both  words.  Ana  this  without  in  the 
slightest  degree  touching  the  intercourse  between 
die  difierent  members  of  the  Federal  family — to 
authorize  an  interference  with  which,  ilnder  this 
section,  could  not  have  beeh  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution.  For  I  can 
scarcely  believe  that,  at  the  time  of  its  adoption, 
it  was  anticijMited  by  any  one,  that  the  perioa 
would  ever  arrive  when  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  would  undertake  to  restrain  the  "  nii- 
gration"  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union  from  one 
State  to  another--^or  (which  amounts  to  the  same 
thing)  would  prevent  them  from  carrying  their 
property  with  theni  when  they  did  migrate. 

But  fortunately  there  is  a  practical  commc^ntary 
upon  this  subject.  The  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  March.  1807,  in  passing  an  act  to  carry 
this  provision  ot  the  Constitution  into  effect,  or 
rather  in  the  exercise  of  a  ri^ht  impliedly  ffiven  to 
them  by  this  clause — have  vurtuaUy  given  Uie  conr 
struetion  fbr  which  I  contend.  They  prohibited 
the  importation  of  slaves  from  abroad  or  the  bring- 
ing of  them  into  the  United  States  from  the  do- 
mmionsof  any  foreign  State  immediately  adjoining 
the  United  States,  under  severe  penalties.  But  so 
far  from  attempting  to  prohibit  the  removing  of 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  they  have  by  the 
same  act  regulated  coastwise  the  manner  of^  this 
intercourse.  So  far,  then,  as  the  experience  of 
Qovemment  reflects  light  upon  this  subject,  its 
tendency  is  to  illuinine  the  path  I  have  ts^en  in 
the  exposition  of  this  section  of  the  Constitution. 
And  alUiongh  I  would  not  pretend  that  we  are 
bound  by  what  our  predecessors  have  done  in  this 
regard,  yet  I  trust  the  force  of  a  good  example  will 
not  be  altogether  disreffarded. 

Having,  as  I  think,  shown  that  the  power  sought 


to  be  exercised  is  not  legitimately  derivaUe  from 
the  9th  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tiouj  I  now  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  third 
section  of  the  4th  article,  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
whether  honorable  gentlemen  have  been  more  for- 
tunate in  the  selection  of  this  section — ^from  whence 
to  derive  the  power  contended' for. 

The  section  is  as  follows : 

*<New  8tstes  may  b«  admitted  bj  the  Congress 
into  this  Union,  but  no  nevir  State  thall  be  fonn^  or 
erected  within  the  jnrisdiction  of  any  other  State ;  nor 
any  State  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more 
Sutea,  or  parts  of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legisliatare  of  the  States  concerned,  as  well  as  of  die 
CoDgreis." 

"  Tbt  Congrets  shall  have  the  power  to  dispese  of, 
and  make  aU  needful  rules  and  regulations  respeettng 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  tha  Unitad 
Statea.  And  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  ao 
construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United 
States  or  of  any  particular  State." 

By  the  first  clause  of  this  section,  w^e  perceive 
that "  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  CongreM 
into  the  Union." 

In  the  construction  of  this  clause  great  infloenoe 
is  given  to  the  word  "may."  Congress  "mny^ 
admit  new  States.  And  it  is  contended  that  as 
Congress  may  do  this,  it  follows  as  a  necessary 
consequence  that  they  may  prescribe  the  temis 
upon  which  it  may  be  done. 

This,  I  think,  is  an  inference  not  fairly  deducible 
from  the  premises.  Because  you  have  a  right  to 
accept  or  reject  a  proposition  when  made  to  you, 
it  certainly  does  not  follow,  as  a  consequence,  that 
yott  have  a  right  to  compel  the  person  who  made 
the  proposition  to  chanse  and  modify  it,  so  as  to 
render  it  compatible  wiUi  your  ideas  of  the  fitness 
of  things.  Your  power  is  fulfilled  when  you  have 
exercised  the  right  of  acceptance  or  rejection. 

Besides,  I  presume,  the  construction  contended 
for  is  extendmg  the  use  of  the  wohl  "may"  fiur 
beyond  what  was  originally  intended.  The  States 
contemphited  to  be  admitted,  I  take  it  fbr  granted, 
were  to  be  clothed  with  sovereign,  ind^ndcDt 
power,  having  all  the  rights^  priviteges  and  immvH 
nities  of  the  States  which  then  composed  the  fed- 
eral contact  And  they  were  to  come  into  the 
Union  upon  equal  terms,  so  as  not  to  disgrace  the 
fair  fabric  of  our  Qovemment.  I  can  hvdly  pre- 
sume that  they  were  to  be  manacled  and  dragged 
into  the  Union,  loaded  with  disgraceful  restrietiona, 
having  a  tendency  to  make  them  loathe  their  con- 
dition. 

It  could  scarcely  have  been  intended  by  die 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  have  transferred  m 
power  to  Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  which  di^ 
might  be  enabled  to  mock  the  feelings  and  trample 
upon  the  rights  of  any  portion  of  persons,  who,  fiook 
an  ardent  attachment  to  the  pnnciples  of  liberty, 
and  affectionate  regard  for  the  beautiftil  structureof 
our  Government,  should  seek  protection  mnder  its 
fostering  wings. 

Had  such  power  been  intended  to  be  transferred 
to  Congress,  I  would  ask,  why  was  not  the  power 
"expressly  delegated?"  What  prevented  tlie  in- 
sertion 01  such  a  provision  in  toe  ConstitutioQ  ? 
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It  would  haye  occupied  but  little  time  to  hare 
added,  after  the  word  "  Union,"  the  words  ^<  upon 
saeh  terms,  conditions,  and  restrictions  as  Congress 
may  deem  it  expedient  to  impose."  Thescj  or 
iHiYiiUar  words,  not  haring  been  used,  the  pow^  is 
not  ^expressly  delegated,"  in  the  language  of  the 
Constitution. 

But  it  may  be  asked,  what  meaning  should  be 
giren  to  the  word  ''may,"  and  how  is  the  option 
which  it  is  admitted  Congress  possesses,  to  be  ex- 
ercised?    The  answer  is  easy.     Congre^  may 
choose  whether  they  will  acceae  to  the  proposition 
or  not.     Congress  may  exercise  the  right  of  judg- 
ing whether  me  territory  is  in  a  state  of  prepared- 
ness for  admission  into  the  Union.    Whether  she 
has  sufficient  numbers  to  entitle  her  to  the  d%nity 
of  a  State;  whether  it  is  consistent  with  the  gen- 
eral welfare  that  such  territory  should  be  erected 
into  a  State  at  this  session,  or  ner  admission  into 
the  Union  be  postponed  to  a  more  distant  period. 
Or,  perhaps,  I  might  go  farther^  and  say,  that  Con- 
ness  may  exerdse  a  right  of  refusal  altogether, 
ttough  I  think  such  refusal  would  be  incompatible 
with  good  faith.    But,  I  repeat,  that  such  right  to 
admit  or  to  refuse  admission,  does  not  imply  a 
i^t  to  impose  terms  and  conditions. 

As- to  that  part  of  the  section  which  authorizes 
Congress  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
je^iecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belong- 
mg  to  the  United  States,  I  should  hardly  naye  sup- 
nosed,  if  I  had  not  seen  otherwise^  that  it  would 
naye  been  seriously  contended  that  this  claim  con* 
Teyed  to  Congress  the  power  of  imposinjg^  a  rer 
sinction  upon  a  Stat^  applying  for  admission  into 
the  Union.  The  words  of  the  section  appear  clearly, 
to  my  yiew,  to  haye  contemplated  only  a  tempo- 
rary azranffement  in  rdation  to  the  territory  and 
property  of  the  United  States,  and  did  not  look  to 
an  mtenerence  with  State  rignts.  Nothing  more, 
I  apmhend,  was  intended  by  this  section,  but  that 
the  Congress  should  be  authorized  to  extend  the 
fosterinf  arm  of  Qoyemment  for  the  protection  of 
those  innmt  establishments.  To  afibrd  mem  nurtures 
and  to  cherish  them  until,  warmed  and  animated 
by  the  genial  influence  of  parental  care,  they  should 
haye  crown  to  maturity,  and  should  haye  become 
capable  of  assuming  the  imposing  attitude  and 
dignity  of  States;  at  which  time  Congress,  by  the 
prorisums-of  the  other  clause  of  the  section,  were 
anthmzed  to  admit  than  into  the  Union,  and  the 
necenity  for  those  temporary  rules  and  regulati(Mis 
would  of  coarse  cease. 

Bat,  if  this  course  of  reasoning  should  by  some 
be  thought  fiiUacioos^  it  surely  bdiooyes  the  advo- 
cates fior  the  imposition  of  the  restriction  to  show 
that  the  inhibition  of  slavery  is  a  needful  re^nila*- 
tion  for  the  territory  in  question.  As  far,  sir,  as 
we  are  led  by  the  lights  of  experience,  the  reverse 
is  the  fket  Persons  who  innabit  that  territory, 
and  who  certainly  oueht  to  be  esteemed  at  least  as 
capable  of  judging  of  this  matt^  as  those  so  far 
removed,  inform  us  that  such  restriction  is  not 
needful,  and  that  they  are  desirous  none  such  should 
be  imposed — ^wishins  to  have  the  privilege  of  reg^ 
nlating  their  internal  police  as  in  their  judgment 
shall  best  promote  their  happiness  and  welfare;  a 


pivilege,  Mr.  President,  which  I  think  ought  to 
be  accorded  to  them.  Thus,  sir,  I  have  cursorily 
examined  the  other  section  of  the  Constitution, 
upon  which  gentlemen  rely ;  and  I  have  searched 
in  vain  for  the  gtant  of  power  to  impose  the  restric- 
tion contemplated  by  the  amendment  on  your  table. 

I  cannot  but  renuirk,  sir,  to  what,  lengths  argu- 
ments might  be  carried,  predicated  upon  the  sup- 
position of  the  existence  of  the  power  on  the  part 
of  Congress  to  impose  conditions  and  restrictions. 

If  vou  have  the  authority  to  impose  the  one  now 
sought  to  be  imposed,  may  you  not  impose  any 
other?  If  you  have  a  right  to  inhibit  tne  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  new  States^  you  have  a 
right  to  inhibit  the  introduction  or  any  other 
species  of  property.  And  you  may  go  a  step 
further,  and  prescribe  the  manner  m  which  the 
soil  shall  be  cultivated.  In  fine,  there  is  no  restric- 
tion or  condition  whatever,  wmch  may  not,  with 
equal  propriety,  be  imposed^ 

Have  honorable  gentlemen  reflected,  that,  if  we 
have  a  right  to  inhibit  slavery,  by  a  parity  of  rea- 
soning, we  have  a  right  to  impose  it.  How  would 
the  good  people  of  the  District  of  Maine^  who  are 
now  allying  for  admission  into  the  Union  as  an 
independent  State,  feel,  if  Congress  were  to  make 
it  a  condition  of  their  admission,  that  slavery  should 
be  there  tolerated,  and  persons  migrating  thither 
might  carry  with  them  their  slaves,  and  exerdse 
all  the  acts  of  ownership  over  them  which  they 
were  wont  todo  in  the^  State  from  whence  they 
migrated? 

1  imagine^  sir,  that  the  people  of  Maine  would 
begin  to  inquire  from  whence  Congress  derived 
the  powqr  to  impose  such  a  condition.  They 
would  be  desirous  of  knowing,  sir,  from  what 
article  or  section  of  the  Constitution  Congress 
derived  the  power  to  interfere  yrith  the  internal 
afiiurs  and  police  of  theit  State.    And  I  much 

Question,  sir,  whether  we  could  take  shelter  under 
\ke  win^  of  the  Constitution,  from  the  imputa- 
tion which  would  be  cast  upon  us,  of  an  assump- 
tion of  unauthorized  power.    > 

But,  sir,  without  detaining  the  Senate  lonser 
upon  this  branch  of  the  subject,  I  will  proceed  to 
an  examination  of -the  treaty  between  Uie  United 
States  and  France,  by  which  the  territory  of  Mis- 
souri, with  other  territory,  was  acquired.  A|id  in 
the  investigation  of  this  part  of  the  question,  I 
might  admit,  for  the  sake  of  argument^  (and  for 
argument's  sake  alone  onild  it  he  admitted,)  the 
possession  by  Con^pess  of  the  power  contended  for, 
as  a  general  principle,  and  yet  might  successfuUv 
contend  that  they  are  forbia  the  exercise  of  sucn 
power  in  relation  to  Missouri,  by  the  express  pro- 
visions of  the  treaty.  The  third  article  of  this 
tt^tf  provides  that  "the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
'  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 

<  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possi- 
'  ble,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 

<  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rk^ts, 
'  advantages,  and  immumties,  of  citizens  of  the 
^  United  States ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they  shaU 
'  be  maintained  and  {Nrotected  in  the  free  enjoyment 

<  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which. 
*  they  profess."    ' 
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The  treaty  bears  dite  the  30th  April,  1803,  and 
-was,  no  doubt,  entered  into  with  gooKl  faith  be- 
tween ih»  high  contracting  parties.  And  by  this 
treaty  it  will  be  seen  that  the  inhalntantswere  to 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union  as  soon  as  possible, 
^d  were  to  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoymei^t  of 
their  property.  It  is  admitted,  or,  at  any  rate,  it  has 
hot  been  denied,  that  ^ves  constitute  a  part  c^ 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  terri- 
tory, and- of  which  the  United  States  guarantied 
the  free  enjoyment;  thus  recognising  the  existence 
of  slavery  m  the  territory  in  question. 

But  a  reference  to  the  acts  of  Government  in 
relatidn  to  this  territory  will  be  sufficient  to  show 
what  construction  has  been  placed  upon  this  arti- 
cle of  the  trea^. 

By  an /act  ot  Confiress,  passed  in  October,  1803, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized  to 
take  possession  of  the  territory  ceded  l^  France  to 
the  United  States,  ^n  March,  1804,  an  act  is 
rassed  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories, 
Orieans  and  Liouisiana.  and  providing  for  the 
temporary  government  tnereof.  And  by  the  10th 
section  01  this  act,  it  is  dedaxed,  ani^ng;  other 
things  not  to  be  lawful  for  any  person  to  import 
or  bring  into  the  said* territory,  from  any  port  or 
place  vrithin  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  any 
slave  or  slaves,  except  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  rdnovil[ig[  into  said  territory  for  actual  setr 
tlement,  and  being,  at  the  time  of  such  removal, 
Jma  fide  owner  of  such  dave  or  slaves.  Upon  tim 
section  the  honorable  gentleman  from  rennsyl- 
vania  has  placed  great  reliance,  and,  with  mach 
confidence  asserts  jthat  here  is  a  recognition,  on 
the  part  of  Confess,  of  a  right  to  inhunt  slavery 
in  the  territorv  m  question;  and  that  the  amend- 
ment which  ne  has  offered  seeks  to  do  nothing 
more  than  our, predecessors  have  done.  I  would 
remark,  however,  that  the  gentleman^  amendment 
goes  much  farther  than  even  the  act  of  Oongress 
upon  which  he  relies  has  £one.  By  this  act,  pciv 
tons  who  wished  to  settle  in  T<mii8iana  might 
carry  with  them  their  slaves;  but.  by  Che  ^gentle- 
man's amendment,  the  farther  introduction  of 
daves  into  Missouri  is  to  be  irrevocably  prohibited ; 
•o  that,  if  an  owner  of  slaves  were  to  migrate  to 
Missohri,  he  emdd  not  carry  with  him  this  species 
of  property. 

Without  attemptinf^  to  give  any  positive  opinion 
upon  the  subject,  I  think  it  not  improbaUe  that, 
it  the  question  had  ever  heen  properiy  brought  be- 
fore the  Judiciary,  this  prohibitory  section  would 
have  been  dedared  unconstitutional,  and  conse- 
quently void.  It  is  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to 
show  mat  the  Congress  themselves  considered  they 
had  gpne  a  step  too  far  in  relation  to  this  inhibition. 
They  very  soon  became  amirized  of  the  errcv  into 
which  they  had  fallen,  and  embraced  the  earliest 
opportuni^  of  correcting  it.  At  the  very  next 
senion,  in  1805,  in  an  act  further  providing  for 
the  govermpent  of  the  Territory  of  Odecnis,  it  is 
enacted  that  the  6th  article  or  compact  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  j[ which  prohibits  shivery,)  shall 
not  extend  to,  but  is  excluded  from  all  ooeoration 
within,  the  Territory  of  Ckleans.  And  me  laws 
which  were  then  in  force  m  the  said  territory. 


not  inconsistent  with  this  act,  were  to  continue. 
By  this  act  of  1806,  the  10th  section  oi  the  aot 
011804  was  virtually  repealed.  And  I  understand 
it  was  the  constant  practice,  after  the  paaageof 
the  act  of  1805,  to  hnport  slaves  into  Orieane; 
until  the  year  1808,  when  Congress,  in  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  prohibited  such  importation. 

In  the  same  year,  (1805,)  Congress  also  passed 
an  4ict  for  the  flovemment  of  me  Territory  of 
Louisiana,  in  which  there  was  no  inhibition  of 
slavery. 

The  Territory  of  Orleans,  by  the  name  of  Lou* 
isiana,  is  admitted  inio  the  Union  as  an  inde- 
pendent State,  in  1812,- without  the  restriction  bx 
relation  to  slavery. 

In  the  ^ame  year,  (1812,)  die  name  of  the  Tec^ 
ritory  of  Louisiana  b  changed  to  that  of  Missouri ; 
and  an  a<A  is  pa«ied  for  its  government,  in  which 
there  is  no  restriction  respecting  slavery.  From 
these  different  acts  of  Congress,  sir,  I  think  persona 
who  purchased  lands  in  Misscmri  micht  wdl  have 
calculated  that,  at  any  future  perioe^  it  would  be 
competent  for  them  to  settle  those  lands,  and  cul- 
tivate them -with  slaves.  'I  might  be  permitted  to 
ask,  sir,  would  not  the  imposition  of  the  restriction 
WAD^  even  admittin|^  Congress  had  the  power  to 
impose  it,  be  manifestly  unjust  The  Stat^  of 
Loinsiana,  a  part  oi  the  same  territory,  acquired 
at  the  same  time,  is  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  the 
rights  of  j^roperty  in  iditveSf  By  what  princ^le 
of  equal  justice  will  you  deny  to  Missouri  vtet 
same  privilege?  Mr.  President,  it  should  be  th«t 
pride  of  Congress  to  mete  out  to  the  inhabitaofs 
of  the  various  sections  of  this  vast  Republic,  equal 
and  impartial  justice.  Let  no  bne  sectiim  ha^e 
just  cause  of  complaint  The  deference  sought  to 
be  made  between  the  inhabitants,  of  even  the  same 
territory,  is  too  apparent  not  to  be  perceived.  It 
will  lon^  be  Temembered,  Ifear,  by  the  pec^e  of 
Missoun.  and  cannot  certtiinly  be  expected  to  hi" 
crea^  their  attachment  for  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  the  words  of  the  treaty  itadf 
are  sufficiently  con^irdiensive  for  all  the  purposea 
of  this  arg[ument  They  are  broad  and  latttudi* 
nary  in  th&  extent  The  inhafaitantB  of  theceded 
temtory  are  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights,  advffto^ 
tages,  and  immunities  ^  the  citizens  of  the  United 
Stetes.  They  are  not  to  be  restrained,  but  are  to 
be  Idit  freetoohoose  for  themselves,  what  poitioa  of 
these  privileges  they  will  enjoy.  Restrain  Uieoi) 
then,  m  the  enjojrment  of  any  essential  right  and 
you  violate  the  provisions  of  this  treaty.  If  an 
mhabitant  of  Missouri  can  point  to  an  inhabitaflt 
of  another  States  and  with  ]nopriety  say,  that  aueh 
individual  is  in  the  enjoyment  of  rights  which  Con- 
gress have  denied  to  him,  he  may  well  coaq>lBiii 
that  the  treaty  has  been  violated.  To  iUnstrate 
this  position :  if  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  should 
turn  their  eyes  to  the  sbnreholding  States,  and  aae 
the  inhal^tants  of  those  States  exercising  acts  of 
ownership  over  a  description  of  property  which 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  had  denied  to 
them  the  privilegpe  of  owtiing.  well  might  those  of 
Missouri  complain  of  a  vwuttion  of  cood  fahh, 
and  of  an  infringement  of  those  ri^ts  which 
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were  guarantred  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  cession. 
But,  admitting,  sir,  that  we  possessed  the  right 
to  impose  the  restriction  now  sought  to  be  imposed 
iqion  Biisaoari,  would  it  comport  with  the  mag- 
na&imity  of  Congress  to  impose  it  ?  And  is  not 
the  policy  of  doing  so  at  l«ist  questionable  ?  I 
-womdf  an  sir.  who  are  to  be  benefitted  by  it  ? 
The  ftee  neople  of  Missouri.  They  tell  yon  that 
yoQ  mistake  tneir  tnie  interest,  if  you  suppose  you 
are  doin^  tbem  a  serrice  by  this  means.  Is  it  for 
the  heneSt  of  the  free  population  of  the  slavehold- 
ing  States  ?  They  b^  yon  bot  to  be  concerned 
on  their  account ;  they  do  not  consider  that  restric- 
tion at  all  necessary,  nor  can  they  perceive  that 
their  happiness  will  be  promoted  by  such  a  mea- 
sure. It  IS  the  slaves^  then,  whose  condition  is  to 
be  ameliorated  by  the  imposition  of  such  restric- 
tion. The  principles  of  hnihanity  and  benevo- 
lence are  to  be  promoted  by  the  measure.  Are 
we  certain  of  this  ?  Will  the  confinement  of  the 
daves  within  circumscribed  and  narrow  limits 
have  a  tendency  to  increase  their  comforts  and 
promote  their  happiness  ?  Is  not  the  experiment  a 
doubtful  and  somewhat  dangerous  one?  May  we 
not  deteriorate  the  condition  of  the  ichite^  in  a 
neater  degree'  that  we  shall  ameliorate  that  of  the 
Uaeki  ?  I  presume,  sir,  the  greatest  philanthropist 
among  us  would,  at  least,  doubt  upon  the  subject. 
A  qoesdon,  then,  of  such  dbubtfnl  policy  ought  to 
be  abandoned.  I  am  at  a  loss  even  to  conjecture 
what  difference  it  can  make  on  the  score  of  hu- 
manitv  and  benevoIencC)  whether  the  same  person 
is  heJa  to  service  in  Georgia  or  Missouri.  It  is  not 
contemplated  by  those  who  oppose  the  amend- 
ment on  your  table  to  increase  the  number  of  slaves. 
It  is  not  contemplated  to  rivet  the  chains  of  sla- 
very around  the  neck  of  a  single  individual  who 
is  now  free,  or  to  bring  any  slaves  into  this  coun- 
try from  foreign  States.  They  desire,  however, 
that  the  States  should  be  left  nree  to  reflate  the 
intercourse  among  themselves  in  relation  to  this 
species  of  property,  already  among  them.  I  tiiink 
evcTT  principle  or  policy  forbids  the  interference, 
on  me  part  of  Congress,  with  the  internal  policy 
of  the  States.  CoUisions  between  the  States  and 
the  Federal  Government  might  be  productive  of 
the  most  unhappy  consequences — such  as  no  patriot 
would  be  willing  to  see,  and  which,  I  am  sure, 
the  honorable  gentlemen  who  advocate  the  pro- 
posed amendment  would  deprecate  as  much  as  any 
other  members  of  this  assembly. 

I  think,  Mr.  President,  honorable  gentlemen 
have  recdred  erroneous  impressions  in  relation  to 
the  treatment  of  slaves  in  those  parts  of  the  coun- 
try in  which  slavery  is  tolerated.  These  neople, 
sir,  are  far  from  being  in  that  state  of  intoieraUe 
Tassalage  which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  believe. 
Persons  at  a  distance  cannot  possibly  judge  cor- 
rectly of  their  condition.  They  hear  the  term 
slave,  and  their  ima^nations  accompany  it  with 
nakedness,  hunger,  with  the  lash,  the  chain,  and  a 
destitution  of  every  comfort.  Nothing^  can  be  more 
foreign  from  the  true  condition  of  the  slaves.. '  As 
fyr  as  my  knowledge  extends,  they  are  well  clothed, 
well  fed,  and  treated  with  kindness  and  humanity. 
They  are  checorful  and  apparently  happy. 


But,  sir,  we  are  not  now  legislating  upon  the 
question  whether  slavery  is  to  be  tolerated  or  not 
If  we  were,  perhaps  there  would  not  be  such  a  di- 
versity of  opinion.  The  period  has  long  since 
passed  by  when  that  question  was  in  ord^r.  The 
evil,  if  it  be  one,  already  exists.  It  has  taken  deep 
root  in  our  soil,  and  I  know  of  no  means  of  extir- 
pating it.  As  the  noison  cannot  be  entirely  destroy- 
ed, then,  the  political  physician  would  recom- 
mend that  it  should  be  scattered  and  disseminated 
through  the  system,  so  as  to  lose  its  effects.  The 
more  widely,  then,  tnis  evil  is  difiused^  (paradoxical 
as  it  may  seem,)  the  less  fatal  will  be  its  effects.  If 
this  description  of  people  should  ever  do  us  harm, 
it  will  be  by  their  dense  population :  when  they 
can  act  in  concert  at  short  notice.  But,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, this  is  a  topic  too  delicate  to  touch ;  it  is 
one  upon  which  I  forbear  to  enlarg^e. 

Honorable  gentlemen,  arming  mis  as  an  origi- 
nal question  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  tdl  us. 
very  emphatically,  that  slavery  ^  too  great  an  evil 
to  be  tolerated.  Suppose  we  should  entertain  the 
opinion  that  such  is  the  fact,  and  the  p^ple  of 
Missouri  should  think  differently,  shall  we  take 
upon  oilrselves  to  judge  for  them  what  is  most  for 
their  advantage?  Shall  we  deny  them  the  ri^t 
of  opinion?  Is  this  compatible  with  the  gemus 
and  spirit  of  our  free  Constitution  ?  Are  these  the 
sentiments  of  gentlemen  who  abhor  slavery  ?  I 
had  thought,  Mr.  President,  that  the  pride  of^opin- 
ion  was  the  American's  boast.  I  haa  fondly  hoped 
that  the  old  doctrine  of  saving  the  people  from 
their  worst  enemy,  themselves,  had  been  long  since 
exploded;  and  that  one  much  more  congenial 
with  the  principles  of  our  Crovernment  had  been 
substituted.  I  had  thought,  that,  as  the  people 
were  the  source  of  all  power,  they  might  be  per- 
mitted to  judge  for  themselves  in  all  ori^nal  and 
important  questions  in  which  their  welfare  wa3 
materially  involved.  I  must  contend  then,  sir, 
that  whether  slavery  is  really  an  evil  or  not,  is  a 
matter  for  the  people  of  Missouri  to  determine  for 
themselves,  and  not  Congress  for  them.  If  it  is 
an  evil,  and  they  choose  to  hug  it  to  their  bosoms, 
and  to  enfold  it  in  their  fond  embrace,  does  it  per- 
tain to  Congress  to  deny  them  the  privilege? 
Shall  We  take  firom  them  the  ri^ht  of  judging  for 
themselves  upon  a  subjject  so  intimately  connected 
with  their  welfare?  Will  those  who  inveigh  so 
bitterly  against  the  slavery  of  the  blacks  make 
slaves  of  the  white  people  of  Missouri,  and  rivet 
chains  about  their  necks?  Shall  an  American 
Congress,  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  the  only  free 
Constitution  upon  earth,  unmindful  of  the  oless- 
ings  which  they  themselves  enjoy,  undertake  to 
impose  a  government  upon  a  portion  of  their  citi- 
zens, against  their  will,  and  to  restrain  them  in 
the  exercise  of  rights  enjoyed  by  others  ?  Such  a 
course  of  conduct  might  do  well  for  a  despot  of 
Europe.  Such  a  procedure  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  a  Bonaparte,  in  the  meridian  of  his 
splendid  career  of  conquest.  But  for  the  meek-eyed 
sons  of  a  Republic  to  attempt  such  a  thing,  I  must 
confess,  Mr.  President,  has  excited  my  astonish- 
ment and  regret. 
These  people  are  either  capable  of  self-govern- 
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ment,  or  they  are  not..  If  the  fonifier,  permit  them 
to  frame  a  constitution  for  themselves,  restrained 
only  by  the  obligation  imposed  by  the .  Federal 
Constitution — that  it  shall  have  a  Republican 
form.  Let  us  grant  to  them  the  boon  of  self-gov- 
ernment^ without  alloy.  But  if  they  should  be 
.  deemed  mcapable  of  self-go vernmeht,  let  Cbngress, 
in  tender  commisefationTor  their  unfortunate  con- 
dition, continue  "to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations,"  which  niay  be  essential  for  their  com- 
fort and  protection.  But  can  it  be  expected  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  the  hardy  sons  of  the  West, 
will  tamely  submit  to  such  a  degradation — to  such 
a  palpable  infringement  of  their  rights  1  Will  they 
suomit  to  be  told  that  they  are  incapable  of  think- 
ing and  acting  for  themselves;  that  they  are  inca- 
pable of  appreciating  the  advantages,  or  of  avoid- 
ing the  evils  of  slavery? 

Such  submission  and  humiliation,  sir,  might  be 
expected  from  the  slaves  of  an-eastern  despot,  whose 
souls;  enfettered  and  enchained  bv  arbitrary  power, 
had  become  so  fhllen,  so  degraded,  and  debased, 
that  they  were  incapaole  of  the  exercise  of  manly 
feelings.  But  to  expect  such  submission  from  the 
free-born  sons  of  America,  upon  whose  birth  the 
genius  of  liberty  smiled,  who  have  been  nursed  ii^ 
the  lap  of  independenpe.'  and  grown  to  manhood, 
warmed  and  animated  oy  the  genial  influence  of 
our  happy  Constitution^  b  to  expect  that  which 
reason  and  nature  forbid.  'Tis  to  expect  from  free- 
men the  conduct  of  slaves. 

Mr.  President,  unless  these  men  are  composed  of 
difierent  materials  from  what  I  presume  they  are, 
I  fear — ^much  do  I  fear — that  the  imposition  of  rer 
strictions,  or  the  refusal  to  admit  them  uncondi- 
tionally into  the  Union,  will  excite  a  tempest, 
whose  fury  will  not  be  easily  allayed.  It  is,  per- 
haps, wrong  to  predict  or  anticipate  evil,  but  he 
must  be  badly  acquainted  with  the  signs  of  the 
times,  who  does  not  perceiye  a  storm  portending ; 
and  callous  to  all  the  finer  feelings  of  nature  must 
he  be,  who  does  not  dread  the  bursting  of  that 
storm. 

Mr.  President,  I  cannot  /hut  imagine  to  myself 
intestine  feuds,  civil  wars,  and  all  the  black  cata- 
lo^e  of  evils  consequent  upon  such  a  state  of 
thmgs.  I  behold  the  father  armed  against  the  son, 
and  the  son  against  the  father.  I  perceive  a  bro- 
ther's sword  crimsoned  with  a  brother's  blood.  I 
perceive  our  houses  wrapt  in  flames,  and  our  wives 
and  infant  children  driven  from  their  homes,  forced 
to  submit  to  the  pelting  of  the  pitiless  storm,  with 
no  other  shelter  but  the  canopy  of  heaven )  with 
nothing  to  sustain  them  but  the  cold  charity  of  an 
unfeeling  world.  I  trust  in  God,  that  this  creature 
of  the  imagination  may  never  be  realized.  But  if 
Congress  persist  in  the  determination  to  impose 
the  restriction  contemplated,  I  fear  there  is  too 
much  cause  to  apprehend,  that  consequences  fatal 
to  the  peace  ana  narmony  of  this  Union  wiU  be 
the  inevitable  result. 
When  Mr.  Walker  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Mellen  rose  and  said :  I  rise,  Mr.  President, 
to  express  my  sentiments  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration,  with  a  deep  conviction  of  its  im- 
portance, in  regard  to  the  lasting  welfare  and  hap- 


piness of  our  country.  I  approach  the  questions 
with  respectMness ;  aiming  at  nothing  beyond 
plainness  and  simplicity.  On  this  occasion,  i  am 
not  disposed,  were  I  able,  "  to  gather  and  distribute 
the  flowers  of  rhetoric,"  notwimstandin^  the  haj^y 
example  which  I  have  this  morning  witnessed.  - 
I  am  not  vain  enoug[h  to  believe  that  I  can  shed 
new  light  upon  a  question  which  has  been  so  learn- 
.edly  and  elaboratdy  investigated  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress  on  a  former  ocoasiom  and  has  recently 
employed  the  talents  of  respected  individuals  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  Union.  I  am  sure,  sir,  if  the 
subject  has  not  already  been  exhausted,  the  distin- 
guished powers  of  intellect  which  will  be  exerted 
during  the  present  discussion  wUl  completely  ex- 
haust it,  Still  it  is  my  duty  and  my  pride  frankly 
to  express  my  own,  as  well  as  the  feelings  and 
opinion  of  the  State  I  represent ;  and  I  cannot  de- 
cline it,  nor  consent  to  give  my  silent  sHpport  ta 
the  amendment  proposed  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania.  Notwithstanding  some  re- 
marks whicn  have  been  made  by  those  who  have 
S receded  me,  I  can  assUre  those  with  whom  I  may 
ifier  in  opinion,  that,  for  one,  I  am  the  firm  friend 
of  harmony  and  peace ;  and  as  I  am  not  conscious 
of  any  hostility  of  feelings  no  such  liostility  will  be 
shown ;  no^otner  language  but  that  of  truth  and 
independence  can  be  necessary  or  proper.  With 
these  motives,  dispositions,  and  prmctples,  I  will 
pursue  the  path  of  duty. 

We  are  told,  sir,  that,  in  relation  to  the  subject 
before  us,^an  unusual  and  alarming  degree  of  ex- 
citement exists  in  the  public  mind  -,  that  the  com- 
munity is  in  a  state  of  threatening  agitation ;  and 
we  have  been  repeatedly  admonishpc^  and  in  very 
intelligible  terms  too,  to  extend  our  view  to  con- 
sequences. Without  at  present  considering  those 
consequences  which  have  b^n  named,  permit  me, 
Mr.  President,  to  inquire, "  in  what  this  excitement 
consists  ?"  and  what  are  the  proofs  of  it  ?  I  beUeve 
there  is  an  opinion  on  this  mteresting  subject ;  an 
opinion  deep  and  strong,  and  expressed,  in  various 
places  and  on  various  occasions,  in  emphatic  lan- 
guage, but  in  a  manner  a;s  calm  as  it  is  firm. 
Among  the  friends  of  the  proposed  restriction,  I 
have  never  heard  of  any  other  excitement.  Surely 
it  does  not  appear  withm  these  walls ;  nothing  can 
be  more  cool  and  dispassionate  than  oiir  discussion 
Chus  far :  no  other  warmth  is  displayed  than  that 
which  is  naturally  produced  by  mtellectual  exer- 
tion. Sin  if  the  agitations  of  the  community  could 
be  heard  from  our  windows,  they  ought  not  to  dis- 
turb the  calm  of  this  hallowed  haUoflegislation,  or 
produce  an  undue  effect  upon  our  deliberations, 
but,  sir,  if  we  look  abroad,  do  we  see  any  thins 
more  than  the  excitement  wnich  I  have  described? 
It  is  true,  there  is  a  lamented  difference  of  opinion 
on  this  important  question — the  further  extension 
of  slavery.  A  portion  of  the  community  bdieve 
that  Congress  have  no  Constitutional  autnority  to 
interdict  mis  extension  of  slavery  in  the  new  States 
to  be  fortned  west  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  that,  if 
they  had,  it  would  be  unwise  ana  unjust  to  exer- 
cise the  authority.  Another  portion  of  the  com- 
munity firmly  believe  that  Congress  do  possess  this 
authority,  and  that  they  are  under  the  oUigations 
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of  daty  to  exercise  it;  and  that  its  exercise  would 
produce  lasting  and  extensire  blessings.  Tb  is  opin- 
loUj  I  have  before  observed,  is  deep  and  strong ;  but 
the  only  proof  of  it  is  contained  in  arguments  and 
statements  which  have  issued  from  the  press,  or  in 
thelan&^oage  of  respectful  resolutions  or  memorials, 
which  naTe  been  transmitted  Co  us  for  our  consid- 
eration, expressive  of  the  opinions  of  legislatures 
or  large  and  respectable  bodies  of  our  fdlow-citi- 
zens.  If  any  other  p^oof  of  unusual  and  alarming 
excitement  can  be  found,  it  is  not  among  those 
who  advocate  the  proposed  amendment.  Wk^, 
then,  Mr.  President,  is  the  question  to  be  prejudS- 
eed  by  aUusions  to  circumstances  which  nave  no 
existence  but  in  imagination;  and  why  should 
there  be  an  attempt  to  divert  us  from  our  object, 
by  these  collateral  considerations  ?  But,  sir,  we 
have  been  a^in  and  a^^ain  cautioned,  in  the  lan- 
ffoage  of  terrifying  propnecy^to  pause  and  consid^ 
before  it  may  be  too  late.  We  are  told^  that  if  the 
friends  of  the  amendment  should  obtain  flieic  ob- 
ject, and  succeed  in  excluding  slavery  from  Mis- 
souri, and  in  maintaining  a  principle  that  will  ex- 
clude it  from  the  extensive  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi,  sectional  jealousies  ana  animosities 
will  be  the  immediate  consequence ;  the  harmony 
of  oar  great  and  happy  family  will  be  destroyed : 
commotion  and  civil  wbx  may  next  present  their 
horrors,  and  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  may  be  the 
fatal  result.  This,  to  be  sure,  is  a  dreadful  cata- 
logue of  evils ;  the  prospect  is  dark  and  melan- 
choly. But,  Mr.  President.  I  believe  better  things 
of  my  fellow-citizens.  I  nave  better  hopes  and 
br^hter  views ;  the  bands  which  unite  us  are  not 
so  easily  to  be  broken ;  we  are  a  great,  prosper- 
ous, and  happy  people  :*  heaven  has  showered  upon 
us  ten  thousand  blessings,  which  demand  our  grate- 
ful acknowledgments.  We  are  becoming  more 
assimilated  as  our  intercourse  increases :  our  social 
attachments  are  daily  strengthened  as  our  com- 
mercial connexions  are  multiplied.  And  shall  all 
these  Uessin|ra  be  put  in  jeopardy,  or  destroyed; 
and  all  these  nopes  and  prombes  of  our  country  be 
thrown  away,  because  Congress  niay  feel  it  tneir 
duty  to  cherish  the  spirit  of  liberty  in  its  best  estate, 
m  Missouri,  and  exclude  from  tnence  a  principle 
which  w6uid  impisdr  her  health  and  beauty  ?  No, 
sir;  I  can  never  dream  of  such  consequences  as 
these,  in  this  land  of  good  feelinffs  and  good  sense. 
We  must  decide  the  question  before  us^  one  way  or 
the  other,  as  our  sense  of  duty  may  direct ;  and  it 
is  to  be  presumed  that,  in  this  case  as  well  as  in  aU 
others,  our  habitual  respect  for  the  laws  and  the 
principles  by  which  our  rights  are  secured,  will 
head  all  to  a  ready  acquiescence  in  the  decision 
which  may  be  made.  On  this  occasion,  we  can- 
not pursue  a  safer  course  than  to  act  under  the  in- 
fluence and  guidance  of  that  excellent  rule — ^^  Do 
rij^t,  and  let  heaven  answer  for  the  rest." 

In  the  present  discussion,  two  questions  are  nat- 
tiraUypresented  for  our  consideration : 

1.  Has  Ck}iimas  a  right  to  impose  the  restriction 
contained  in  the  proj^sed  amendment;  and, 

2.  Is  it  expedient,  m  existing  circumstances,  so 
to  dOy  if  they  have  such  a  right  ? 

In  considering  the  first  question,  principles  con- 


tained in  the  Constitution,  inferences  drawn  from 
the  celebrated  ordinance  of  1787,  and  the  adoption 
of  many  of  its  provisions,  the  construction  oi  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  by  which  France  ceded 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  and  some  acts  of 
Congress,  will  require  particular  examination.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  declares,  that 
"  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 
the  territory  belonging  to  the  United  States."  Here, 
a  general  superintending  power  is  ^iven  :  a  power 
nece^ry'in  the  very  nature  of  uie  thing;  and, 
by  virtue  of  this  power;  territorial  governments 
were  long  since  established  over  tlK>se  portions 
of  the  country  not  included  withia  the  limits 
of  any  of  the  States ;  and  such  governments 
have  been  continued  until  the  territory  became  a 
State,  and  was  admitted  into  the  Union.-  Missouri 
is  now  enjoying  protection  and  numerous  rights 
and  privileges  under  such  a  government.  In  re- 
gard to  this  territory.  Congress  have  heretofore  es- 
tablished rules  ana  regulations,  which  they  then 
considered  needful  and  proper ;  and  thou^n  they 
did  not  then  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery, 
(and  it  is  a  ^eat  misfortune  that  they  did  not,) 
still  it  is  admitted  that  they  might  have  established 
such  prohibition.  Indeed^  Congress  may  bestow 
on  the  territories  what  political  powers  they  think 
proper,  subject  to  such  limitations  as  they  deem 
reasonable.  The  power  of  Congress  over  territories 
will  be  seen  to  be  an  important  one,  when  taken 
in  connexion  with  another  clause  in  jthe  Constitu- 
tion, which  authorizes  Congress  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union.  But,  before  considering 
this  power,  I  be^  leave,  sir,  to  notice  another  clause. 
It  is  declared  m  these  words,  "  the  migration  or 
'  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  Uie  States 
'  now  existing  shall  thmk  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 
'  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 
'  1808."  According  to  ordinary  rules  of  construc- 
tion, this  prohibition  seems  to  imj^y,  that,  had  it 
not  oeen  inserted.  Congress  might  prohibit  before 
that  period ;  it  operates  as  a  suspension  of  a  pre- 
existing power,  else  why  was  it  so  carefully  in- 
serted f  ^ut  even  this  prohibition  was  to  extend 
no  further  than  to  the  States  then  existing ;  ujiuch 
less  can  it  be  considered  as  having  reference  to 
States  beyond  the  Mississippi,  in  a  country  which 
it  was  not  then  contemplated  would  ever  be  ours. 
There  seems  to  be  nothing  equivocal  in  the  mean- 
ing of  the  term  'importation."  To  the  honor  of 
the  United  States,  Congress,  as  soon  as  their  au- 
thority commenced,  proceeded  to  enact  laws  to 
prevent  this  importation.  But,  it  is  urged  that 
the  word  *^  migration,"  is  either  synonymous  with 
'^  importation,"  or  else  that  it  was  used  by  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  to  mean  the  introduc- 
tion of  slaves^  by  land,  from  the  territories  belong- 
ing to  a  foreiffn  Power.  Without  attempting  to 
be  over-criticiu,  I  consider  the  term  "  migration" 
to  signify  a  removal  from  place  to  place ;  out  it  is 
not  reaculy  perceived  by  what  autnority  such  re- 
moval must  necessarily  be  from  a  place  in  a  foreien 
territory  to  a  place  in  the  United  States.  In  the 
connexion  in  which  it  stands,  it  seems  to  indicate  a 
removal  from  one  State  to  another ;  because  men- 
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tkm  is  made  of  the  consent  of  the  State  to  which 
such  migration  is  intended.  Another  reason  for 
this  construction,  is  derived  from  this  considera- 
tion, viz.,  that  the  word  "  imnortation"  is  appro- 
priate ta  an  introduction  bv  land  as  "^ell  as  by 
water ;  this  will  appear  evident,  by  a  recurrence 
to  several  acts  of  Congress  passed  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  restrictive  system,  prohibiting  im- 
portation of  English  merchandise.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  that  Congress  are  at  liberty  to  prevent 
the  migration  of  slaves,  by  virtue  of  the  two  clauses 
of  the  Constitution  befbre  recited,  into,  Missouri, 
whether  as  a  territory  or  State.  To  show  that  this 
conclusion  is  nqt  drawn  without  authority,  I  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  Senate  to  the  act  of  Cfoneress 
establishing  a  government  for  the  Orleans  Terri- 
tory, passed  soon  after  the  cession  of  LouisiaUa. 
In  mis  act  we  have  a  l^slative  construction  of 
the  word  "migration,"  in  that  clause  of  the  act 
which  prohibits  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  "  into 

*  the  territory  from  anyplace  in  the  United  States, 

*  except  by  a  citizen  ranoving  into  the  territory 
'  for  actual  settlement^  aud  being,  at  the  time  of 

*  such  removal,  the  bona  fide  owner  of  such  slaves." 
Her^  in  certain  circumstances,  "migration"  is  ex- 
pressly forbidden.  And  until  very  lately,  the  power 
of  Congress  to  pass  such  a  law  has  not  been  ques- 
tioned. Still,  sir,  I  place  less  reliance  on  the  forego- 
ing construction  than  on  some  other  provisions  of 
the  Constitution,  which  I  shall  presently  examine. 

It  is  contended  that  the  friends  of  the  proposed 
restriction  are  urging  a  mi^asure  novel  in  its  nature, 
and  in  hostility  to  the  spirit  of  die  Constitution, 
the  tendency  of  which  is '  to  prejudice  existing 
tights,  and  disturb  that  system  of  powers  and  priv- 
ileges which  was  arranged  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  by  mutual  concession.  I  reply  to 
this,  let  it  be  observed,  that  the  proposed  amend- 
ment avoids  this  objection,  by  only  prohibitinfif  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri ;  leav- 
ing those  slaves  who  are  already  there,  undisturbed, 
and  not  attempting  to  invade  property  or  endanger 
vested  rights.  But  further,  let  it  never  be  forgot- 
ten, that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was 
formed  by  the  thirteen  States,  then  existing^  for 
the  benefit  of  those  States,  and  those  which  might 
afterwards  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and  com- 
posed of  portions  of  the  territory  then  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  On  this  basis,  and  with  these 
views^  all  those  arrangements  were  made  in  regard 
to  the  toleration  of  slavery.  The  principle  of  rep- 
resentation^ as  founded  on  slave  population,  and 
the  equal  right  of  State  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate—there IS  no  question  that  all  these  arrange- 
ments were  made  under  the  influence  of  a  pacmc 
and  conciliating  disposition. 

I  trust  and  bdieve,  sir,  that  no  man  in  the  Unidn 
wishes  to  violate  the  sacredness  of  the  compact ; 
and,  with  irreverence  to  the  Constitution,  put  in 
jeopardy  any  of  those  rights  or  principles  which 
it  was  intended  to  preserve  inviolate.  But  what 
was  it  intended  to  guard?  The  history  of  its  for- 
mation answers  the  question:  the  rights  and  priv- 
ileges, great  and  invaluable,  of  the  "high  contract- 
ing mirties" — the  rightsof  those  who  were  embraced 
Within  the  limits  of  the  United  States.    The  vast 


vrildemess  beyond  the  Mississippi  formed  no  part 
of  the  country  for  whom  the  great  men  of  our 
nation  were  then  preparing  a  Constitution.  Look 
back  to  that  day,  and  facts  wiH  teach  us  how  to 
understand  that  great  instrument.  All  compacts 
ate  to  be  construed  according  to  their  subject-toattt- 
ter — in  reference  to  the  state  of  things  to  which, 
they  relate.  When  the  object  in  view  is  ascer- 
tained and  duly  considered^  it  guides  us  safely  to 
the  sure  mode  of  expouiiding  it.  But  since  we 
united  under  our  present  Constitution  a  new  event 
has  taken  place :  the  annexation  of  the  VFesteni 
world  be3rond  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  States. 
Missouri,  a  part  of  this  new  territory,  now  pra^rs 
to  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  the  Unioo.  Tmis 
seems  to  me,  sir,  to  present  a  new  question  in  some 
respects — a  question  respectitig  which  certain  rc- 
stnctions  in  the  Constitution  are  api^icable;  a 
question  about  which  Congress  are  at  liberty  to 
legislate  as  they  think  just  and  proper ;  unrestrain- 
edeither  by  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  Constitution, 
respecting  $lavmr,  and  the  rights  founded  on  or 
incident  to  it.  The  present  case  stahds  on  ground 
entirely  different  from  that  of  the  new  States 
which  have  been  formed  east  of  the  Mississippi. 
I  need  not,  sir,  particularly  recite  the  principles  of 
the  ordinance  of  1817 — ^my  honorable  friend  ftoin 
Pennsylvania  has  been  particular  on  this  head.  By 
this  ordinance  slavery  was  forbidden  in  Ohio,  In- 
dian^,  and  niinoi5-M)r  rather  in  the  territory  out 
of  which  these  States  were  formed ;  of  course 
slavery  was  interdicted  in  those  States  when  Aey 
were  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  case  was  dif- 
ferent with  regard  to  Kentucky,  Tennessee.  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Bahama;  they  were  formed  or  parts 
of  siaveholding  States,  and  by  compact  Congress 
had  no  authority  to  interdict  slavery  in  them,  aiid 
of  course  it  is  not  interdicted.  Missouri  stands  on 
different  ground.  Can  Congress  interdict  the  fur- 
ther intfoduction  of  slavery  here  7  I  rejoice,  Mr. 
President,  in  the  firm  beliet  that  they  have  author- 
ity so  to  00. 

By  the  Cotistitution  it  is  provided  that  Congress 
miay  admit  new  States  into  the  Uniou — nuty  admit 
them.  It  is  admitted  by  all  that  Cohgress  is  not 
bound  to  admit  any.  Congress  must  have  the 
power  of  deciding;  they  may  reftise,  and  many 
cases  may  be  imagined  in  which  it  would  be  fool- 
ish in  Congress  to  refuse.  They  may  now  refuse 
to  admit  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  a  part  of  the 
old  territory  of  the  United  States;  aforticrij  they 
may  for  good  cause  refuse  to  admit  a  State  com- 
posed of  a  part  of  the  Louisiana  purchase.  In  fact 
It  is  explicitly  admitted  in  argument,  that  Congress 
has  a  discretionary  power  to  admit,  or  refuse  to 
admit  a  State  into  tne  Union.  They  are  now  ex- 
ercising thi^  discretion  as  to  Maine.  We  must 
presume  that  Congress  will  not  abuse  this  discre- 
tion, but  act  with  integrity  and  intelligence.  Con- 
gress may  borrow  money ;  may  declare  war ;  may 
pass  a  law  establishing  a  uniform  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy ;  but  they  will  not  exercise  either  of  these 
powers,  except  when  the  public  good  may  require 
It.  If  Congress  could  not  refuse  the  admission  of 
a  State,  the  application  would  be  no  more  than  H 
form,  and  litUe  better  than  a  farce. 
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But,  sir,  it  is  said  diat  &e  Congress  have  the 
power  to  postpone  or  refhse  the  admission  of  fi 
State  into  the  Union ;  yet,  when  they  do  admit 
one,  tliey  cannot  eonstitntionally  annex  any  con- 
dition to  soeh  admission.  I  cannot  accede  to  this 
pTopomtkm;  practice  and  principle  both  seem  to 
contradict  it  Look^  sir,  to  the  law*  admitting  the 
Btate  of  Louisiana  mto  the  Union.  Several  im- 
portuit  conditions  are  inserted  in  it,  to  be  perform- 
ed on  the  part  of  the  State.  The  trial  by  jury  is 
seemed ;  the  benefit  of  the  habe^  corpus ;  the  rec- 
ords of  a  jrablic  nature  are  required  to  be  kept  in 
the  English  language;  and  some  other  terms  of 
equal  importance,  which  are  not  now  distinctly 
lecoflectra.  And  yet  until  this  Missouri  question 
(as  by  way  of  eminence  it  is  called)  was  agitated, 
the  power  of  Congress  to  annex  the  above-men- 
tknm  conditions  was-never  questioned  for  a  mo- 
ment. But,  sirj  let  us  so  farther,  and  look  at  this 
▼ery  MisBouri  bill,  whicn  has  been  reported  by  wa^ 
of  second  section  to  the  main  bill ;  why,  sir,  it  is 
frill  of  propositions,  and  terms,  and  conditions ; 
and  no^  because  one  more  is  proposed,  we  are 
met  witn  the  objection  that  Congress  nave  no 
power  to  annex  or  propose  anv. 

I  am  not  able  to  unaerstand  this  inconsistency. 
Let  us  look  at  this  objection  in  another  form. 
Suppose  diat  the  present  bill  should  pass  without 
an^  mterdiction  of  slavery,  and  at  the  next  session 
Bi&ssouTi  should  come  forward  with  the  constitu- 
tion sbe  had  fbraied,  and  Congress,  upon  examin- 
ing fb^  constitution,  should  refuse  to  admit  the 
State  into  (he  Union,  because  it  contained  no  such 
interdiction.  Now,  it  is  admitted,  on  the  othet 
side^  that  Congress  mav  refuse  absolutely,  but  it  is 
demed  that  they  can  admit  conditionally. 

Mr.  President,  I  beg  to  know  of  what  import- 
ance it  is  in  principle,  whether  the  constitution  is 
formed  before  an  interdiction  is  required,  and  then 
rejected  for  want  of  at,  and  the  State  .refused  ad- 
tntssion ;  or  whether  such  interdiction  be  required 
in  the  act  by  which  authority  is  f^yea  to  form 
the  eoostitntton,  and  make  the  requisite  arrange- 
ments preliminary  to  admission?  I  cannot  discern 
any  diflerence  in  principle  between  the  two  cases. 
Bat,  sir,  diere  is  another  idea  on  this  head,  to  which 
I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  j  unless  I 
am  mistaken,  it  is  deserving  of  some  consideration. 
Congress,  by  inserting  die  conditions  or  restric- 
tiotts  in  tne  mil  under  consideration,  do  not  thereby 
iatpbte  such  conditions  or  restrictions  on  Missouri, 
asMl  give  liiem  a  binding  force.  Ko,  sir,  it  is  the 
acceptance  of  the  yrant  of  admission,  with  such 
conditions  or  restnctions  annexed^  tnat  creates 
die  obligation,  and  subjects  Missouri  to  its  control. 
It  is  her  own  act  which  must  poduce  the  liability. 
The  act  of  admission,  under  these  limitations,  is  a 
eonxpttet,  and  there  must  be  consent  on  both  sides. 
Con^fress  may  refuse  to  grant  their  consent  to  the 
admission,  except  on  terms  proposed ;  Missouri  may 
relnfle  to  accept  the  gmnt,  subject  to  such  terms ; 
tmd  thus  the  whole  becomes  ineffectual.  I  wilt, 
sir,  illustrate  this  by  a  single  example.  The  char- 
to*  oi  the  United  States  Bank  was  granted  to  cer- 
tain persons ;  and  one  of  the  conditions  annexed  to 
the  grant  was,  that  the  bank  should  pay  to  the 


United  States  a  bonus  of  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars,  in  certain  instalments.  Surely  this  con- 
dition did  not,  and  could  not,  bind  the  Imnk,  or 
render  the^  stockholders  liable  to  pay  this  bonus, 
unless,  by  some  act  on  their  part,  they  had  signi- 
fied their  acceptance  of  the  charter,  subject  to  its 
conditions.'  This  principle  is  too  plain  to  need 
further  comment  or  illustration.  Such  acceptance 
was  signified  by  the  bank,  and  thereupon  the  con- 
dition became  obligatory  on  the  stockholders  in 
consequence  of  it.  Missouri,  in  her  present  situa- 
tion as  a  Territory,  is  subject  to  the  legislation  of 
Confess,  and  is  capable  of  acceding  to  or  reject- 
ing the  many  terms  proposed  in  the  bill.  She  may, 
-therefor^  decide  whether  she  will  consent  to  come 
into  the  Union,  renouncing  the  right  to  permit  the 
furthar  introduction  of  slavery^  or  whether  she  will 
refuse  to  become  a  member  of  the  great  confed^- 
acy  upon  those  terms,  and  prefer  to  remain  in  her 
present  situation.  I  again  say,  sir,  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  compact,  if  Missouri  inclines  to  join  the 
Union  oil  the  terms  proposed,  it  is  a  compact,  and 
she  will  be  bound  by  it  after  she  shall  have  assumed 
the  rank  of  an  independent  State.  In  this  com- 
pact there  are  no  terms  which  are  inequitable;  the 
only  object  in  view  is,  that  Missouri  shall,  on  en- 
tering the  family  of  States,  agree  to  prevent  the 
extension  of  an  acknowledged  evil,  and,  b^  so  do- 
ing, necessarily  produce  Unnumbered  blessinjfs. 

But-  Mr.  President,  we  are  informed  that,  m  the 
Louisiana  Treaty,  there  is  an  article,  by  which 
Congress  are  forbidden  to  annex  or  impose  any 
conditions  on  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  ctmiposed  of  a  part  of  the  territorjr  ceded 
by  that  treaty  to  the  United  States,  even  if  they 
could  be  supposed  to  possess  the  authority  claimed, 
if  there  had  been  no  such  article  ip  the  treaty. 
This  point  deserves  consideration.  The  third  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty  is  in  these  words : 

*'  The  inhabiuntf  of  the  ceded  territory  ghall  he  in- 
corpoiated  into  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
admitted  at  soon  as  poisible,  according  to  the  princi- 
plet  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
all  the  rigbts,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States ;  and  In  the  meantime  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profess." 

The  latter  branch  of  this  article  seems  to  have 
no  particular  bearing  on  the  point  under  immedi- 
ate examination.  What  then  is  the  fair  import  of 
the  main  proviso  of  the  article  1  To  understand 
this  question,  we  must  see  who  are  the  parties  to 
this  compact.  On  one  side  Prance,  on  the  other 
the  United  States.  The  treaty  related  to  a  portion 
of  country  purchased  by  the  United  States,  with- 
out the  intervention  oi  any  individual  State,  or 
any  connexion  with  their  individual  rights  or  in- 
terests. The  subject-matter  of  the  compact  being 
wholly  of  a  federal  character,  the  purchase  by  the 
Federal  Government,  and  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  United  States  exclusively^  the  first  and  nat- 
ural presumntion  is.  that  the  stipulations  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  had  relation  to  those  sub- 
jects which  were  under  their  immediate  control ; 
not  that  they  were  designed  to  embrace  all  kinds 
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of  State  regulations — ^for  there  is  the  same  reason 
to  suppose  they  were  intended  to  embrace  all,  as 
any  particular  portion.  Applying  these  principles 
and  rules  of  construqtion,  we  are  conducted  to 
what  seems  to  me  to  be  a  fair,  rational,  and  satis- 
factory interpretation.  The  inhabitants  are  to  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution.  .  Those  princi- 
ples require  that  their  new  Government  shall  be 
repul^ican.  The  admission  shall  be  bv  an  act  of 
Congress,  passed  and  sanctioned  as  tne.  Federal 
Constitution  requires ;  and,  when  admitted,  they 
shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of  Congress,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  existing 
States  of  the  Union.  They  shall  enjoy  the  riehts, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  new  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
two  Senators  in  Congress;  to  Representatives  in 
Congress  according  to  the  established  ratio;  to 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President ;  to  the 
benefit  of  Federal  Courts ;  the  Constitutional  guar- 
anty of  protection  against  invasion  ;  and  all  other 
advantages  and  immunities  which  are  of  a  federal 
nature.  Federal  rights  and  immunities  are  the 
same  thronghout  the  Union;  their  source  is  the 
same.  These  universal  rights  and  advantages  are 
intended  in  the  article  under  consideration. 

But  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  not  one  of  this 
description,  l^ause  the  laws  of  the  States  are  re- 
pugnant to^each  other  in  this  particular.  In  some 
States  slavery  is  lawful,  in  others  unlawful.  It 
would,  thereiore,  be  doing  violence  to  the  lan- 
guage of  the  treaty,  to  give  it  a  construction  lead- 
ms  to  confusion  and  contradiction.  I  submit, 
whether  it  can  be  a  fait  mode  of  reasoning,  to  im- 
pute to  contracting  parties  an  intention  inconsist- 
ent with  their  powers,  when  the  words  of  the 
compact  can  be  fairly  satisfied  by  a  different  con- 
struction, and  one  correspondinff  with  the  object 
evidently  in  view  ?  In  a  word,  the  treaty  provides 
for  the  enioyment  of  all  those  rights  and  privileges 
necessarily  belonging  to  a  member  of  the  Union ; 
that  is,  federal  powers — those  which  are  charac- 
teristic attributes  of  an  independent  State  in  the 
Confederacy — such  powers  as  render  Massachu- 
setts as  independent  as  Virginia ;  though  the  for- 
mer has  no  right  to  hold  slaves,  and  the  latter  has 
that  right,  and  exercises  it. 

From  the  foregoing  considerations,  I  am  led  to 
the  conclusion  that  Congress  possesses  the  Consti- 
tutional and  unrestricted  right  to  prohibit  the  fur- 
ther introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri,  by 
annexing  such  prohibition  as  a  condition  of  her 
admission  into  the  Union. 

The  secotid  question  is,  whether  it  is  expedient 
for  Congress  to  carry  this  power  into  execution-? 
This  inquiry  opens  a  most  extensive  field.  It  pre- 
sents facts  as  interesting  to  liumanity  as  they  are  to 
the  essential  and  lasting  prosperity  of  the  country. 
The  inquiry  invites  the  heart  to  the  indukrence 
.  of  syinpathy  and  commiseration  in  contemj^ting 
the  miseries  of  slavery,  and  its  unwdcome  effects 
on  society.  But,.sir,  this  is  not  the  time  nor  the 
place  to  advance  sentiments  or  employ  expressions 
calculated  to  awaken  unpleasant  sensations,  and, 
perhaps,  produce  unusual  excitement    I  will  avoid 


a  course  which  my  judgment  would  not  approve ; 
because,  however  different  may  be  the  opinions  of 
honorable  gentlemen  in  this  Senate,  or  of  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  still,  those  opinions  have  been  honestly 
formed, ^nd  entertained  with  sincerity^  they  are, 
therefore,  entitled  ^o  respectful  consideration,  and, 
I  doubt  notj  will  receive  it. 

In  all  parts  of  the  United  Stat^  slavery  is  ad- 
mitted to  be  a  sore  evil — an  afi^ction  to  the  coun- 
try where  it  exists.  On  this  point  no  proof  is  ne- 
cessary; and  it  would  seem  to  be  a  proposition, 
not  admitting  of  denial,  that  we  ought,  on  ev^y 
principle,  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  ex- 
tension of  this  evil  beyond  its  present  limits,  though 
we  cannot  banish  it  from  those  States  where  it  is 
already  tpo  deeply  rooted.  As  yet,  the  slave  p(^ 
ulation  of  Missoui^  not  pumerous,  and  the  inhi- 
bition for  which  I  am  contending  would  soon  ren- 
der that  population  of  litde  importance,  compared 
with  the  free  white  inhabitants,  who,  in  the  course 
of  a  few  years,  would  spread  over  the  State ;  cul- 
tivate its  rich  and  valuable  lands ;  introduce  and 
establish  habits  of  industry  among  all  classes,  and 
give  that  spring  and  spirit  of  enterprise  to  the 
v^hole,  which  freedom  only  can  give ;  that  self- 
interest  which  prompts  to  exertion — an  interest 
which  a  slave  jcannot  feel,  and  whose  labors,  for 
that  very  reason,  are  spiridess,  as  they  promise  tUBi 
nothing. 

Mr.  President,  it  should  be  remembered  that  we 
are  not  legislating  for  a  year,  nor  fof  die  period 
of  our  own  lives ;  but  for  centuries  to  come— not 
in  respect  to  Missouri,  merely^  but  to  that  almost 
boundless  region  beyond  the  Mississippi,  over  which 
our  dominion  now  extends.  We  are,  then,  by  our 
decision,  preparing  evils  or  blessings  for  an  exten- 
sive country  and  mr  posterity. 
^  But,  sir,  all  the  existing  States  have  a  political 
interest  in  the  present  question,  which  it  is  their 
duty  to  guard.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  that,  in 
forming  our  Constitution,  sTbalance  was  intended 
by  giving  to  the  small  States  a  representation  in 
the  Senate  equal  to  that  of  the  larger  States,  and 
setding  the  principle  of  representation  as  it  now 
stands  in  regard  to  the  mixed  populadon  of  the 
Southern  States.  This  was  intended  and  consid- 
ered as  equality.  The  limits  of  the  then  United 
States  and  their  Territories  were  known,  and  the 
operation  of  the  principle  in  respect  to  new  States 
to  be  formed  within  tnose  linuts  was  understood 
and  anticipated.  But  this  balance,  this  equality, 
will  be  destroyed,  should  the  same  principle  be 
extended  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  an  immense 
country  beyond  the  range  ever  in  the  contanjda- 
tion  of  the  Convention.  But,  without  pursuing 
this  idea  any  further,  I  will  here  notice  an  argu- 
ment, which,  on  a  former  occasion,  has  been  used 
for  admitting  slaves  into  Missouri.  It  is  said,  that, 
by  diffusing  them  over  a  lar^  surface  than  th/ej 
now  occupy,  and  transplanting  them  to  this  new 
country,  their  condition  will  be  essentially  amelio- 
rated ;  and,  if  there  be  dangers  arising  from  their 
increase  in  the  AUantic  States,  the  method  pro- 
posed will  lessen  or  remove  that  danger.  In  an- 
swer to  these  reason^  let  it  be  observed  that  there 
is  sufllcient  room  in  the  States  beyond  the  moun- 
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tains,  and  on  this  side  of  the  Mississippi,  for  the 
pmrpose  of  difibsing  the  slaves ;  those  States  are 
rich  in  lands  suited  for  cultivation  by  the  labor  of 
slaves,  and  furnish  ample  room  for  the  surplus 
sbtve  population  of  the  old  States.  This  process 
of  removal  and  distribution  would  produce  the 
intended  amelioration,  and  lessen  or  banish  the 
apprdiension  of  danger,  wherever  it  may  exist. 
^it,  if  we  adopt  and  proceed  upon  the  principle 
assinned  by  the  opposers  of  the  restriction^  and  per- 
mit the  vast  country  beyond  the  Mississippi  to  be 
peopled  by  slaves,  tne  market  will  be  supplied  in 
a  small  proportion  only  by  the  increase  of  the 
slave  po|x>lation  of  the  existing  States.  No,  sir; 
Africa  will  fnmish  most  of  those  supplies,  and.  in 
deiance  or  evasion  of  all  our  laws,  the  wretcned 
victims  of  cruel  and  unfeieling  avarice  will  be 
introduced  by  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  to 
darken  diis  resfion  and  live  and  die  in  slavery. 
And,  even  if  this  should  not  be  the  case,  the  time 
mdist  come,  and  will  come,  when  this  species  of 
popoktion  wiU  be  so  abundant  that  in  all  parts  of 
the  coontiy  where  slavery  shaU  be  permitted  to 
exist,  by  its  continual  increase,  it  will  produce  the 
same  smplos  and  same  danger  which  are  seen  and 
apprehended  in  particular  sections  of  the  country. 
According  to  this  theory,  therefore,  of  ameliorating 
the  daves  by  spreading  them  over  an  extensive 
sorfiure,  the  only  effect  is  to  postpone  the  evil  day. 
How  much  better  will  it  be,  sir,  to  pursue  a  course 
of  restriction  and  gradual  emancipation,  so  that 
diis  evil  day  may  never  arrive. 

I  am  sensibJe  it  is  often  urged  that  the  contem- 
plated prohibition  will  lessen  the' value  of  slaves 
and  operate  indirecdy  upon  the  rights  of  the  pro- 
prietors, and  to  their  prejudice.  Suppose  this,  to 
DC  tnie,  the  answer^  I  apprehend  is  as  satisfactory 
as  it  is  obvious.  Sir.  it  can  never  be  wise  or  cor- 
rect legislation  to  autnorize  or  permit  the  extension 
of  an  acknowledged  nublic  evil,  for  the  sake  of 
any  private  individual  advantages.  This  would 
be  contrary  to  the  very  princiiues  on  which  our 
Qovemment  and  all  good  G^ovemments  are  found- 
ed— that  V)  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  great 
whole.  We  are  continually  witnessing  the  oper- 
ation ci  this  principle.  In  how  many  instances 
during  the  operation  of  our  embargo  laws  and  the 
lestrietive  system  to  which  our  Qovemment  thought 
it  proper  and  necessary  to  resort,  were  the  hopes. 
PToepccts,  and  property  of  individuals,  sacrincea 
ror  the  pnblic  good !  How  many  hundreds  were 
reduced  to  penury  by  the  sudden  derangement  of 
all  their  mercantile  concerns,  or  the  perplexities  in 
which  they  were  involved !  Yet,  such  effects  as 
these,  though  certainly  foreseen,  never  divert  a 
Qovemment  from  pursuing  its  proper  course.  And 
what  shall  we  say  of  war  f  Confess  has  deemed 
it  neemary^  and  may  deem  it  so  again,  for  the 
protection  of  our  country's  rights  and  honor.  Still, 
It  is  a  mdancholy  truth,  that  private  losses  and 
misfoituBesare  the  certain  consequences,  and  count- 
less miseries  are  ever  found  in  its  train.  All  these, 
however^  are  deemed  subordinate  considerations 
in  the  midst  of  patriotic  feeling^  or  are  ibrgotten 
in  the  prospect  of  vindicated  rigjhts,  success,  and 
gjbry.    An%  while  we  are  admiring  the  laurels  of 


the  hero,  we  are  unconscious  that  they  may  have 
been  earned  at  the  expense  of  the  widow,  the 
fatherless,  and  the  broken-hearted-^by  the  ruin  of 
all  their  hopes. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  another  argument 
entitled  to  our  respectful  consideration,  1[)ecause  it 
results  from  the  course  of  conduct  which  Congress 
have  pursued  since  1808.  They  passed  laws  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves,  as  soon  as  the 
Constitutioual  restriction  on  their  power  was  re- 
moved by  lapse  of  time ;  and  since  tnen,  there  has 
been  a  laudable,  continued,  and  united  exertion  to 

Sut  an  end  to  this  infernal  traffic,  which  the  Presi- 
ent,  in  his  Message,  ha^  described  as  a  disgrace 
to  any  civilized  country.  Laws  have  been  multi- 
plied ;  penalties  increased  in  severity ;  the  utinost 
vigilance  enjoined  on  the  officers  of  the  Govern- 
ment and  our  public  armed  ships  employed  to  give 
effect  to  these  laws ;  and  yet  all  these  arrange- 
ments and  exertions  have  proved  ineffectual.  Ava- 
rice and  cruelty  are  busily  engaged,  and  their  arts 
are  still  successfril.  Slaves  are  still  inhumanly 
h^rried  to  our  shores  and  fraudulently  introduced 
into  our  States  or  Territories,  notwithstanding  all 
our  endeavors  to  prevent  it.  This  being  the  no- 
torious fact,  what  is  to  be  done?  Congress  have 
repeatedly  given  to  this  country  and  to  the  worid 
pledges  of  their  anxious  wish  and  their  determinar 
tion  to  put  down  this  scandalous  violation  of  their 
laws.  Let  Con^^ress,  then,  and  our  laws^  be  con- 
sistent. There  is  one  way,  and  only  one,  m  which 
we  can  accomplish  the  noble  6bject  in  view ;  it  is 
our  duty  to  resort  to  it :  shut  up  the  market  com- 
pletely ;  prohibit  slavery  in  all  the  States  to  be 
formed  bey^ond  the  Mississippi ;  and  the  point  will 
be  soon  gained.  By  removing  the  cause,  we  shall 
prevent  the  effect ;  by  destroying  the  market,  we 
can  destroy  the  trade.  The  importer  of  slaves  is 
actuated  by  an  insatiable  thirst  for  ^in ;  totally 
regardless  of  all  principle  in  accomphshing  his  de- 
signs. Let  us  meet  him  on  his  own  ground,  de- 
stroy all  possibility  of  profit,  and  he  will  abandon 
his  emplo3rment^  at  least  we  shall  have  expelled 
him  from  our  shores,  so  that  our  own  country  will 
no  longer  be  the  scene  of  his  abominations.  Our 
Western  States — ^Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississip- 
pi, -  and  Alabama — can  be  amply  supplied  with 
slaves  from  those  States  bordering  on  the  Atlantic ; 
they  need  ho  supplies  from  abroad.  As  proof  of 
this,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  unan- 
imous voice  of  Congress,  on  various  occasions, 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves,  and  the  read- 
mess  with  which  these  prohibitory  laws  have  been 
enacted.  If  ftirther  proof  be  necessary,  the  in- 
crease of  the  slave  population  in  the  old  States,  as 
shown  by  the  census,  will  remove  all  doubt  on  this 
head. 

Mf.  President,  much  more  might  be  urged  in 
considering  this  question  of  expediency ;  mit  the 
subject  is,  in  many  respects,  a  delicate  one.  I 
therefore  forbear;  resolvmg  never  to  pass  those 
bounds  which  discretion  and  good  feeling  have 
prescribed,  and  which  have,  thus  far  durmg  the 
d^Mtte,  been  respectfully  observed  by  others. 

It  may  be  useful,  however,  to  remark,  generally, 
that  throughout  the  civilized  world  we  have  evi- 
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deuce  of  aa  impugned  dispoution  to  diffuse  in- 
struction amone  the  uninformed)  and  1^  the  offices 
of  kindness,  and  the  hopes  and  promises  of  relisum, 
to  increase  the  comforts  and  happiness  of  mankind. 
This  mild  and  merciful  disposition  is  displayed  in 
our  own  country,  in  a  manner,  interesting  ta  the 
heart,  and  presents  a  strong  inducement  for  Con- 
fess to  join  in  every  measure  leading  to  such  de- 
sirable results.  But  I  fear,  sir,  I  am  tresnassing 
too  far  on  the  time  and  patience  oi  the  Senate  j 
^  sulnect  is  important,  and  this  is  my  apc^ogy. 
I  wiU  dose  in  a  few  moments. 

In  virtue  of  the  ordinance  of  1767,  as  I  before 
observed,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  under  an  interdiction  of  slave- 
ry. Those  States  are  fast  rising  into  importance, 
p^pled  bv  hardy  freemen,  conscious  of  their  situ- 
ation, and  congmtulating  thwoselves  in  being  luuh 
pil^  exempted  from  the  opeia^on  of  a  prineiple 
woich  might  essentially  impair  their  strength  and 
diiqinish  their  comforts.  I  doubt  not,  sir^  that,  if 
4e  PfPj^9  of  those  States  were  now  to  speak  to.ua 
thlBUTiopMoonsand  feelings,  they  would  add  strength 
to  th^  arguments  which  I  have  been  urging*  I  go 
furthm:  I  have  no  question  that,  if  th^  piO|k>sed 
mpepdment  should  be  adopted,  and  Misaomi  cosk- 
Vf^rn^  her  career  of  independency,  under  an  inhi- 
bitioa  of  further  slaverv,  within  ten  years  from 
this  time  her  people  will  rejoice  in  a  retrospective 
Y'psm  of  the  dan£[ers  they  had  escaped,  and  lode 
forwiird  with  pride  and  confidence  in  the  con- 
sciousness of  their  increasing  prosperity.  Nay,  sir, 
I. go  further  still :  I  believe  that  the  millions  who 
n^y  hereafter  inhabit  our  Western  region,  extendi 
i^g,  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  will  fed  and  enjoy  the 
s|upe  benign  effects  in  their  social  and  pditical  re- 
li^pns,  and  that  they,  and  successive  generations 
after  them,  "  will  rise  up  and  call  us  hSssed." 

When  Mr.  MfitLEM  sat  dawn—: 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Illinois,  rose,  and  addimoed 
the  Chair  as  follows  r 

Mr.  President:  Havioig  long  been  out  of  the 
habit  of  public  speakingi  and  finding  myself  un^ 
^ble  to  command  that  composure  of  mind  and  s^- 
{{pssession  which  are  so  essential  to  tlue  investaga- 
ti^»  of  a  subjeet  as  important  as  the  one  now 
imdjsr  consideration,  I  should  leave  the  discussion 
01  it  to  oentiemen  who  are  infii^tdv  more  compe- 
tonf  to  do  justice  to  it,  w«re  it  not  that  my  silence 
uMffM  seem  to  sanction  the  imputation  ot  an  hon- 
ofiMrie  gentlemiMi  who  has  thought  proper  to  ex- 
piass  the  opinion  that,  by  my  vote  or  Friday  last, 
whkh  I  thoii^t  it  my  duty  to  give,  I  had  aban- 
doned the  interest  of  the  non-sUveholding  Stetes 
of  the  West. 

If  such  a  suggestion  be  well  founded,  Bothing 
can  be  more  certain  than  that  I  have  not  been 
misled  hf  personal  considerations;  for,  my  perma- 
nei^t  residence  and  the  most  of  iny  property  being 
in  one  of  those  States,  and  holding  a  seat  in  this 
House  by  the  kind  partiality  of  the  citizoQ^  thereof, 
v^hich  I  hive  also  often  experienced  on  other  occa- 
sions, and  for  which  no  (me  could  be  m(»e  thank- 
ful; I  should  be  unjust  to  myseU^  ungraldul  to 
them,  and  equally  regardless  of  the  dictates  of  in- 
terest and  duty,  were  I  not  amdouily  disposed  to 


pnnnote  the  bes^  interest  of  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent 

Were  I  tp  consult  my  popidarity  only,  I  well 
know  that  it  would  he  mueli^  easier  to  swim  wicb, 
than  tio  resist,  the  present  popular  cunent,  whick 
threatens  to  overwhelm  all  opposition,  and  to 
deluge  the  non-slaveholdinfi;  States  of  the  West^ 
with  what  I  consider,  with  all  due  deference  to 
the  <^[Mnions  of  other  ffentlemen)  political  heresies, 
replete  with,  miachiels  calculated  to  impair  their 
present  as  well  as  fqture  prosperity  and  mippiBesa. 

Sir,. I  love'  popularity  so  wdl  that  I  would  glmfiky 
ijBtain  it  by  the  utmost  devotion  tp  the  interests  of 
mv  constituents ;  but  I  would  far  rather  surrender 
all  pretensions  to  it,  than  preserve  it  at  the  expemw 
of  my  conscience.  I  respect  public  sentimeiU  as 
much  as  any  man,  and  siiLOuld  at  all  times  derive 
the  sincerest  gratification  from  being  able  to  dis- 
charge the  trUst  confided  to  me  in  strict  confonaa- 
ity  w^h  th|e  wishes  of  those  whom  I  hav«  the 
honor  to  represent — but  never  ci|n  I  consent  to 
shdter  myself  even  from  the  tempest  s^nd  hurri- 
cane of  pop<|lar  ei^citement,  l^  a  violation  of  that 
Constitution  which  I,  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
froiaa  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Monnii^)  have  so^ 
emnly  swm^  to  .support  But  move  of  this  by 
and  by. 

Were  an  atten»nt  qiade  to  introduce  slavery  into 
the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the  West,  then, 
indeed,  might  there  be  just  cause  of  alarm;  and. I 
can  assure  gcaitkmen  that  there  is^  no  man  who 
would  oppose  such  a  proposition  with  mor^  deter- 
mined zeal  than  myself.  But,  taking  for  granted 
what  I  shall  presently  endeavor  ito  prove,  that 
neither  theslaveholding  States,  nor  any  of  us  who 
oppose  the  proposed  restriction  upon  Missouri,  are 
innuenced  by  a  desire  to  increase  slavery  in  the 
United  States;  and  that  the  prc^osed  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  prevent,  nor  its  omission  calcula- 
ted to  augment,  the  importation  of  fresh  slaves,  it 
is  inconceivable  to  me  how  the  interest  of  the  non- 
slaveholding  States  of  the  West  ca]i  be  comfffo- 
mi^ted  by  we  admission  of  domestic  slaves  mto 
Missouri,  more  than  to  permit  them  to  remain  in 
the  States  where  they  now  are;  iw^  if  that  ^- 
tion  of  political  power  which,  under  the  Consttm- 
tioa,  arises  from  the  slavery  that  now  exists,  is  to 
be  deprecated  and  dreaded  at  alL  surely  it  cannot 
be  worse  for  us  in  the  hands  of  those  whoseidien- 
tity  of  interest  with  ourselves  afifords  additional 
spmmty  against  its  influence  being  exerted  to  our 
disadvan^tage.  As  yet,  we  have  fiid  no  cause  to 
regipet  that  a  portion  of  such  power  has  been  tcana- 
femd  from  some  of  the  Southern  States  to  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee,  whose  sympathies,  frioid- 
ship,  and  assistance,  have  never  been  withheld 
from  us  in  the  hour  of  need.  Our  experienccL 
ther^ore,  furnishes  nothing  to  cause  us  to  dreaa 
the  influence  of  a  similar  transfer  of  potrer  to 
Missouri 

For  my  part,  considering  every  part  of  the 
Western  country  identified  in  interwt,  and  that  its 
domestic  imj^vements,  commercial  prosperity, 
and  political  mfluence,  cannot  &il  to  be  pK»noled 
by  every  increase  of  population,  it  does  appear  to 
me  to  M  the  iiiterett  of  every  Stale  in  the  West, 
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tliat  £ur  and  equal  indocements  to  eminration 
thither  should  he  afforded  to  the  citaops  of  every 
section  of  the  Union,  whether  slavehoJding  or  non- 
slareholdiiig.  But,  in  opposition  to  this  very  ob- 
vious polky,  with  an  extent  of  territory  greiUly 
beycmd  the  demands  of  every  description  of  emi- 
grants, and  affording  infinitely  more  than  suffi.- 
cient  accommodation  for  all,  without  any  neces- 
sity ios  collisions  of  interest,  feeling^  or  prejut 
dices,  between  them,  we  are  called  upon  to  ch^k 
the  emigration  of  our  Southern  hrethren,  by  those 
who  dr^id  our  growth,  and  would  gladly  put  an 
entire  stop  to  emigration  firom  every  other  quitfter. 
And  thus  are  we  mvited  to  let  lay  waste  and  unin- 
habited an  immense  frontier  of  our  country  rather 
than  permit  it  to  be  occupied  by  our  Sputhera. 
brediren,  who  certainly,  would  npt  be  les^  our 
£naids  by  becoming  our  nei^bors, 

There  are  other  considerations  of  vital  upuporr 
tanee  to  the  Union  in  general,  ai^d  to  the  Western 
oountxT  in  particular,  which  I  purjtosely  forbeiar  to 
pnos,  WaiW  I  do  not  wish  to  excite  any  unpleas^ 
ant  feelings,  am  anxious^  to  cherish  harmony,  and 
vf^oel  ardently  hope  that  some  compromise  may 
lue  place  which  wiU  satisfy  the  reasonable  wishes 
of  all  parties. 

Mr.  President,  in  attempting  to  discuss  the  pceer 
ent  pgopoaition,  it  is  not  mv  purnose  to  advocate 
slavery  m  any  shape,  or  to  oeny  m^  in  its  mild- 
^  foon.  it  is  equally  inconsistent  wuh  the  inhe- 
rent risnts  of  man,  and  r^uen^nt  to  every  prin- 
ciple of  humanity  and  philanmropy.  On  the  con-, 
tiwy,  I  rejoice  most  sincerely  that  an  increasing 
sense  of  its  moral  injustice  and  turpitude,  aud  the 
happy  prevalence  of  more  enlightened  and  mag- 
nanimous views  throughout  every  p^  of  our  com- 
mon country,  33  well  as  in  various  other  parts  of 
the  civilized  world,  areeUciting  the  moat  zealous 
efforts  not  only  to  prevent  its  extension,  but  to 
ameliorate  its  present  condition,  which,  with  the 
Messing  of  Divme  Providence,  I  trust  will,  in  due 
seiKm,  eventuate  in  its  final  extermination* 
-  irhe  present  sul^ect  of  discussion  surely  is  not 
the  expediency  of  increasing  slavery  in  the  United 
States  by  iio^ortations  irpm  AfHoa  or  elsewhere  \ 
nor  is  it  a  question  of  slavery  or  freedom  s  and  it 
does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  ooosistent  with  can- 
dor to  attempt  to  give  to  it  the  imposing  and  delu- 
sive a^ect  of  either.  And  how  much  aoev^  such 
aa  artifice  may  be  resort^  to,  in  other  places,  for 
^  purpose  oi  renderiie^  popular  ftelmn  and  pre- 
judices subservient  to  political  views,  I  j&dicitate 
myself  in  the  firm  conviction  that  such  unworthy 
naotives  can  receive  no  oountenanceDrom  this  hon- 
orable bodv,  and  that  every  ipemher  of  the  Senate 
would  disaaia  to  impute  to.other s  senliments  which 
he  does  not  believe  them  to  entertain. 

Were  it,  in  iact,  ^  question  whether  the  further 
introduction  oi  slavery  into  the  United  .States,  by 
importation  from  abroad,  should  be  permitted,  the 
universal  abhorrence  in  which  a  practice  so  dis- 
«racefid  to  humanity  is  held  by  aU  classes  of  our 
feUow-citizens,  and  the  cprdjial  co-opcaratiDn  of 
gentlemen  from  every  section  of  the  Union,  par- 
ticularly at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  in  mea- 
sures to  prohibit  it,  f<tf bid  th^  beUd  that  sueh  a 


measure  could  find  (me  advocate  or  friend  in  this 
House ;  nor  can  there  be  a  doubt  that  we  would 
all  cheerfully  unite  in  such  fsyrther  legitimate 
means  as  experience  may  demonstrate  to  be  neces- 
sary to  render  such  prohibition  complete  and  effec- 
tual, which  I  have  no  doubt  is  perfectly  practi- 
cable. 

All  of  us,  therefore,  entertaining  the  same  abhor- 
rence and  repugnance  to  the  furuier  introduc^n 
and  increase  of  slavery,  the  only  point  of  differ- 
ence between  us  relates  to  the  slaves  that  are  now 
among  us;  and,  as  it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  that 
Congress  ppssess  no  pow^  to  abolish  the  slavery 
that  now  exists,  it  follows  that  the  question  of 
slavery  or  freedom  is  not  involved  in  the  present 
{NToposition,  and  that  an  opposition  to  the  restrio-. 
tion  that  is  attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  sov- 
ereignty and  independence  of  a  State,  may.wdl 
exist  without  any  predilection  for  slav^;  for, 
should  our  opposition  prevail,  the  State,  not^ith*- 
standing^  like  all  others  in  tois  Union,  would  be 
left  p^oectly  free'to  ab<^sh  slavery;  and  I  axn 
very  ready  to  admit  th^t  she  wpuld  consult  her 
best  interest  by  doinff  so. 

I  have,  Mr*  President,  viewed,  with  feelings  of 
the  deepest  r^et,  attempts  that  have  been  made 
to  ezoUe  local  apd  sectional  jealousies,  particu- 
larly against  the  slaveholding  States,  upon  this 
subject,  in  their  nature  but  too  well  calculated  to 
sap  the  foundation  ol  that  ^Mrit  of  conciliation 
which  produced  this  great  Confederacy,  and  to 
interrupt  that  social  harmony  and  mutual  friend- 
ship and  confidence  which  are  so  essential  to  main- 
tain and  strei]^2^thea  the  bonds  of  our  Union. 

Experii^nce  teaches  us  that  it  is  much  more  easy 
to  prpduce.  popular  discontent  than  to  limit  its 
open^tion  and  influence  to  the  first  exciting  causes ; 
and,  if  the  proposed  restriction  up<Mi  Missouri  b  to 
be  carried  oy  arraying  popular  prejudices  in  hos- 
tility to  one  principle  ol  con^romiae  that  contrib- 
uted, ufii  no  siqall  degree,  to  produce  our  present 
hajppy  Union,  is  it  not  to  be  feared  that  it  may  be 
di^ult  to  limit  that  hostility  by  any  thing  short  of 
the  power  to  assail  Uiat  principle  with  success  ^7 
And  if  an  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of  r^ 
resentativesin  the  other  branch  of  the  Nationid 
Legislature,  with  a  correspondent  oUigation  to 
My  direqt  taxes  in  proporthm  thereto,  is  to  be  ren- 
dered obnoxious  to  our  fellow-citizens,  what  secu- 
rity is  there  that  the  r^NFesentatibn  in  this  House, 
which,  without  any  such  correspondent  oUi^- 
tion,  and  without  re^d  to  numbers,  reduces  the. 
largest  States  in  this  Union  to  a  level  with  the 
smallest  will  diare  a  better  fate  ? 

I  confess,  sir,  that  while  1  cannot  perceive  that 
the  present  sul^ect  of  deliberation  furnishes  any 
adequate  motives  for  thpse  attempts  at  popular 
exciten»eut,  I  cannot  contemplate  them  without 
being  penetmted  with  the  most  awful  apprehen- 
sions for  the  fate  of  that  fair  fabric  of  our  freedom 
which  has  hitherto  .b^en  not  more  our  boast  than 
the  admiration  of  the  civilized  world.  Upon  what 

rnd,  sJTi  are  those  jealousies  of  our  brethren  of 
slaveholding  States  predicated?  Take,  for 
example,  if  you  please,  th^  case  of  Virninia,  the 
largest  of  those  States.    Does  she  wish  the  exten- 
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sion  of  slavery  ?  Let  her  known  conduct  decide. 
While  yet  a  colony  of  Great  Britain,  she  distin- 
guished herself  pre-eminently  hy  a  nohle,  mag- 
nanimous, and  persevering  stand  against  it,  and 
enumerated  its  toleration  m  the  list  of  grievances, 
of  which  she  so  forcibly  and  eloquently  comfdained 
asainst  the  mother  country.  True  to  the  princi- 
pks  she  professed,  she  was  the  first  State  m  the 
Union  to  set  the  example  of  efficient  opposition  to 
a  traffic  in  human  flesh,  so  disgraceful  to  our  conn- 
try,  and  so  abhorrent  to  the  principles  for  which 
we  ourselves  contended,  by  passing  a  law  to  pro- 
hibit it  by  severe  penalties,  as  early  as  the  year 
1778,  in  wnich  she  nas  steadfastly  persevered  from 
that  time  to  the  present  day ;  nor  nas  she  ever,  on 
any  occasion^  been  less  prompt  in  assisting  to  in- 
terpose the  shield  of  fedend  authority  to  protect  the 
devoted  sons  of  Africa  from  such  ruthless  oppression, 
having  thu^  by  the  most  unequivocal  acts,^ 
demonstrated  tne  sincerity  of  her  professions  upon 
tl^s  subject,  as  to  extort  the  highest  commenda- 
tion from  the  most  disttinguished  advocates  of.  the 
Sroposed  restriction ;  and  deploring,  as  she  must 
o,  the  evils  of  slavery,  what  reason  have  we  to 
suppose  that  she  is  now  disposed  to  relinquish  those 

Ennciples,  and  abandon  a  policy  which,  to  her 
onor^  she  hfts  for  such  a  ^erie?  of  years,  purstied 
with  mliexible  perseverance,  and  tne  wisdom  of 
which  is  daily  more  and  more  developed  ?  No,  sir^ 
depend  on  it,  Virginia  knows  too  well  what  she 
owes  to  her  own  character  ever  to  descend  from 
the  proud  pre-eminence  which  she  has  acquired 
upon  this  subject. 
The  rest  of  the  slaveholdinjg  States  have  also 

S'ven  such  proofs  of  their  decided  hostility  to  the 
rther  introduction  of  slavery  among  us.  as  to 
leave  iio  ground  for  even  the  affectation  of  incred- 
ulity upon  the  subject. 

As,  tnen,  those  States,  equally  with  ourselves, 
are  opposed  to  the  further  increase  of  slavery  in  the 
Unitra  States,  so,  with  them  as  with  us,  the  only 
object  of  controversy  which  the  proposed  restric- 
tion presents,  relates  exclusively  to  the  slaves  that 
are  now  among  them.  And  can  they  have  any 
motives  for  opposing  that  restriction  which  are  not 
truly  national,  and  strictly  compatible  with  the 
principles  of  our  Confederation  ?  If  they  had  here- 
tofore desired  to  increase  their  political  power  and 
aggrandize  themselves  upon  tne  basis  of  a  slave 
population,  would  they  themselves  have  volunta- 
rily inhibited  the  importation  of  daves,  and  uni^ 
in  every  means  which  the  wisdom  of  the  national 
councils  has  yet  been  able  to  devise  for  its  preven- 
tion ?  Were  they  now  even  tenacious  of  that  pro- 
portion of  political  power  which  they  derive  irom 
the  slavery  that  exists  among  them,  would  they  be 
the  advocates  of  a  measure  calculated  to  diminish 
that  power,  by  its  tendency  to  abstract  from  them, 
and  transfer  to  a  different  and  distant  section  of  the 
Union,  a  large  portion  of  their  slaves  7  And  let 
it  be  remembered  that,  to  impute  to  them  a  desire 
merely  to  diminish  the  number  of  their  slaves,  is  to 
admit  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of  their  oppo- 
sition to  the  increase  of  slavery,  which  is  the  point 
I  have  endeavored  to  maintain. 
So  far,  therefore,  from  those  States  being  actu- 


ated by  the  motives  vdiich,  for  particular  pur{K)se8 
have  been  attributed  to  them,  it  must  be  evident 
that  the  principles  for  which  they  contend  are  cal- 
culated not  only  to  diminish  the  power  of  their  re- 
rtive  States,  but  to  promote  the  abolition  of 
ery  itself;  lor,  in  proportion  as  you  permit  the 
daves  now  among  us  to  be  dispelled,  so  do  you 
diminbh  their  relative  numbers  to  the  white  pop- 
ulatation  in  any  one  State,  and  to  that  extent,  at 
least,  increase  tneir  chances  of  emancipation,  as  is 
evinced  by  the  experience  of  Massachusetts,  Wew 
York,  Pennsylvama,  New  Jersey,  Ddaware,  Ac., 
and  which  is  also  conceded  by  the  supposition  that 
the  prohibition  of  the  further  admission  of  slaves 
into  Missouri  would  be  favorable  to  the  emancipa- 
tion of  those  who  are  now  there,  which  seems  to 
be  a  favorite  sentiment  with  a  gentleman  (Mr. 
KiNGj  pf  New  York,}  of  pre-eminent  talents,  who 
has  distineuished  himself^  by  his  zealous  and  aUe 
support  of  the  proposed  restriction,  and  who  ad- 
mits that  a  dispodtion  more  favorable  to  emanci- 
pation is  gaining  ground  in  the  States  where  sla- 
very exists ;  that  the  disproportionate  increase  of 
free  people  of  color  can  be  accounted  for  upon  no 
other  supposition ;  and  that  whatever  wouH  tend 
to  provide  more  satisfactorily  for  the  comfort  and 
morals  of  emancipated  daves,  would  increase  the 
practiceof  emancipation ;  to  all  which  I  yidd  the 
most  hearty  concurrence. 

It  cannot,  however,  be  denied  that  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  attendant  upon  emancipation,  in 
any  State,  must  be  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 
slaves  therein :  and  it  is  wdl  known  that  several 
of  the  States  nave  considered  emancipation  so  in- 
compatible with  their  domestic  safety  and  tran- 
quillity, as  to  feel  the  necessity  6f  absolutdy  pro- 
hibiting it,  which  is  a  policy  that  it  is  not  presum- 
aUethey  will  abandon.  While,  therefore,  confining 
the  slaves  to  those  States,  is  calculated  to  render 
their  bondage  perpetual,  it  must  be  acknowledged 
that  their  dispersion  into  different  sections  of  the 
Union  would  remove  many  of  the  most  important 
objections  to  emancipation,  at  the  same  time  that 
it  would  increase  the  means  of  providing  more 
satisfactorily  for  the  comfort  and  morals  of  those 
unhappy  beings,  and  would  cherish,  by  rendaring 
more  availinjs^,  that  increasing  disposition  to  eman- 
cipation which  imparts  so  much  consolation  to 
every  true  philanthropist. 

Tne  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Mr.  MoRRiL,)  whose  doquent  denunciations  of 
slavery  we  heard  on  yesterday,  and  who  betrayed 
its  evils  and  injustice  m  the  most  appalling  colors, 
supports  the  proposed  restriction  on  the  grouna 
that,  if  those  unhappy  victims  of  oppresdon  were 
permitted  to  be  earned  to  Missouri,  their  natural 
mcrease  would  be  greater,  in  consequence,  I  sup^ 
pose,  of  the  amelioration  of  their  condition,  and 
the  multiplication  of  their  comforts.  But,  with- 
out pretending  to  analyze  that  species  of  philan- 
thropy which  would  seek  to  terminate  oppresdon 
by,  the  destruction  of  the  oppressed — or  that  bleeds 
for  suffering  humanity,  and  yet  recoils  at  any  alle- 
viation of  such  sufiering,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my 
doubts  whether  there  Are  any  known  facts  that  will 
justify  the  gentleman's  hypothesis  itsdf. 
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It  is  readily  admitted,  that  the  condition  of  the 
siaTCs  in  the  West  would  he  improyed,  hut  at  a 
time  when,  as  all  sides  admit,  the  mfluence  of  our 
free  inetitiilions  and  the  progress  of  puhlic  senti- 
ment ha?e  contributed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to 
mitigate  the  ri^rs  of  slavery  in  all  parts  of  our 
eoantry  where  it  exists,  it  is  hardly  to  be  presumed 
that  tfale  difference  of  the  treatment  of  slaves  in  the 
Western  and  Atlantic  States  would  be  such  as  to 
prodnee  any  material  difierence  in  their  natural 
increase.  Not  only  would  the  obvious  interest  of 
the  Atlantic  daveholders  forbid  the  practice  of 
thMt  severe  and  cruel  treatment  that  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  produce  such  a  result,  but  the  abundance 
of  snKistence  which  every  part  of  our  country  af- 
fords, and  the  well-established  fact,  that  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  white  population  in  slave- 
holdinff  States,  or  free  people  of  color  anywhere, 
ahogemer  negative  such  a  supposition.  Nor  is  it 
better  supported  by  any  calculation  upon  the  rela- 
tive increase  of  slave  ]x>pulation  in  the  Atlantic 
or  W«slem  States,  which  make  due  allowances 
for  the  e^cts  of  emigration  upon  the  latter. 

But,  were  it  otherwise,  as  it  is  fully  demonstrated 
by  undeniable  documents,  that  free  people  of  cqlor 
do  not  increase  b)r  procreation  as  fast  as  slaves, 
and  as  the  dispersion  of  the  latter  over  a  greater 
smfiice  wo«ld,  under  existing  circumstances,  mul- 
tiply their  chances  of  freedom,  it  is  but  reasonable 
to  suppose  that^  upon  the  whole,  it  would  not  only 
tend  eventually  to  diminish  slavery,  but  to  checx 
ihe  increase  of  our  black  population  generally. 

Bat,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
choseCts,  (Mr.  Mellen,)  who  has  just  resumed 
his  seat  assuming  the  ground  that  wherever  a 
market  for  domestic  slaves  exists,  the  introduction 
of  fcM^eign  slaves  cannot  be  prevented,  has  contend- 
ed that,  if  the  proposed  restriction  should  not  pre- 
vail, African  smves  will  be  introduced  into  Mis- 
soori.  In  support  of  which,  great  reliance  has 
been  placed  vpon  a  few  cases,  much  magnified, 
however,  of  their  unlawful  introduction  into  cer- 
tun  parts  of  our  country,  which  were  principally, 
il  not  exclusively,  attributable  to  causes  merely 
temporary. 

In  opposition  to  the  conclusions  he  has  drawn 
firom  a  specif  case,  we  may  with  propriety  recur 
to  fects  and  experience,  better  calculated  to  test 
the  correctness  of  his  g^eneral  proposition.'  It  will 
not,  I  presume,  be  denied,  that  as  good  a  market 
for  domestic  slaves  as  is  ever  likely  to  recur  has 
existed  in  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  dut.  where  facilities  of  introducing  for- 
eign slaves  are  as  great  as  could  be  desired ;  and 
yet  it  Is  believed  that  the  experience  of  those 
States  furnishes  nothing  to  justify  the  inferences 
^lat  have  been  so  confidently  insisted  upon,  or,  at 
most,  nothing  more  than  a  mere  apology  for  such 
inferences. 

Cases,  however,  more  analogous  in  all  their  dr- 
cnmstances  to  that  of  Missouri,  as  far  as  experience 
can  be  relied  upon,  are  ample  refutation  of  the 
argiunent  I  am  endeavoring  to  combat.  Slavery 
has  never  been  prohibited  in  Kentucky  or  Tennes- 
see where  slaves  have  been  in  constant  demand ; 
and  yet,  although  I  have  lived  many  years  in  the 
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former,  and  have  long  been  intimately  acquainted 
with  both,  I  have  never  heard  of  the  introduction 
of  a  single  African  into  either  contrary  to  law ; 
and  hence  I  think  it  fair  to  infer  that  either  the 
practice  has  never  prevailed  in  those  States,  or 
that  the  instances  of^it  have  been  so  rare  as  rather 
to  demonstrate  the  eflBiciency  of  the  law  to  pro- 
hibit i^  than  to  justify  the  apprehensions  which  the 
honorable  gentleman  seems  to  entertain. 

These  are  Western  States,  in  the  proximity  of 
Missouri,  nearer,  however,  to  the  ocean,  and  pos- 
sessing equal  facilities  at  least  for  the  introduction 
of  foreign  slaves.  And  if,  with  a  constant  market 
for  slaves,  offering  the  most  seducing  temptations 
to  avarice  and  cupidity,  either  very  few  or  no  vio- 
lations of  the  law,  upon  that  subject,  have  hereto- 
fore occurred  in  those  States,  is  it  reasonable  to 
suppose,  or  does  any  gentleman  really  believe,  that 
the  proposed  restriction  would  materially  affect 
the  number  of  Africans  that  by  possibility  may  be 
smuggled  into  the  United  States  ? 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  public  sentiment  has 
been  profi;ressive  upon  this  suDJect.  It  is  admitted 
by  the  fiends  of  the  restriction  upon  Missouri, 
that  the  evils  of  slavary  have  been  so  constantly 
imfolding  themselves  as  to  cause  it  to  be  more  and 
more  deplored  even  in  the  States  where  it  exists, 
and  that  an  abhorrence  of  the  practice  is  gaining 
ffround  in  every  part  of  our  own  country ;  and 
hence  I  should  infer  that  we  have  more  reason  to 
hope  for  a  diminution  of  the  evil  than  cause  to 
dread  its  increase,  even  if  the  prohibition  of  the 
importation  of  slaves  were  lefl  to  depoid  upon  the 
law  that  existed  previous  to  the  last  session  of  Con- 
gress. But,  seeing  that  hearly  all  Europe,  anima- 
ted by  more  just  and  enlightened  views  and  gen- 
erous feelingSj  is  endeavoriujg  to  extirpate  that 
nefarious  traffic,  and,  having  imparted  additional 
energies  to  our  Own  laws  for  the  same  purpose, 
I  flatter  myself  that,  with  additional  aid  of  public 
sentiment  m  favor  of  those  measures,  the  danger 
of  introducing  Africans  into  Missouri  is  not  only 
less  than  it  has  been,  in  relation  to  Kentucky  ana 
Tennessee,  but  that  it  is  wholly  chimerical  and 
visionary.  ' 

Upon  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  does  appear  to 
me  tnat  we,  who,  on  the  present  occasion,  are  the 
advocates  of  State  rights,  cannot,  with  any  kind 
of  fairness,  be  charged  with  either  a  desire  to  in- 
crease slavery,  or  with  any  predilection  for  that 
which  exists.  And  if  the  proposed  restriction  is 
not  necessary  to  prevent  the  importation  of  foreign 
slaves,  it  follows  that  the  admission  of  slavery 
into  Missouri  is  neither  calculated  to  abridge  the 
power  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  nor  to  in- 
crease that  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of  re- 
presentation which  depends  upon  our  slave  popu- 
lation ;  for.  whether  those  slaves  be  in  Greorgia  or 
Missouri,  tney  must  be  included  in  the  apportion- 
1  ment  of  representation,  and  whatever  power  they 
might  confer  upon  Missouri,  would  be  just  so  much 
abstracted  from  the  States  whence  they  came. 
And,  as  ah  inequality  of  representation  thus  pro- 
duced must  necessanly  prevail  so  long  as  the  Con- 
stitution remains  unaltered,  I  am  oonsti^ined  to 
believe  that  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  that  ad- 
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vantage  to  Missouri  would  be  as  harmless,  at  least 
to  the  non-slaveholding  States  of  the  West,  as  to 
let  it  remain  consolidated  with  all  its  influence  on 
this  side  of  the  Alleghany.  And,  indeed,  although 
I  should  greatly  regret  to  see  the  State  which  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  participate  in 
it,  yet  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  more  it  is  di- 
vided (without  increasing  it)  among  those  States 
that  wish  to  receive  it,  the  less  will  be  its  evils,  and 
the  greater  the  facility  and  certainty  of  controlling 
any  sinister  influence  which  it  might  produce. 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that,  having  endeavored  so 
far  to  strip  the  subject  of  the  artifices  with  which 
it  had  most  dexterously  been  clothed,  he  would 
next  proceed  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  believe  that  the  proposed 
restriction  could  not  be  imposed  upon  Missouri 
without  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  He  had, 
however,  made  but  a  few  remarks  upon  this  branch 
of  the  subject,  when  he  observed  that  he  found 
speaking  so  painful,  in  consequence  of  a  very  sore 
tnroat,  with  which  he  had  for  some  time  past  been 
afflicted,  that  it  was  impossible  for  him,  at  that 
time,  to  proceed ;  and  expressing  a  wish  to  have 
the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  at  a  future  day,  he 
resumed  his  seat. 

Mr.  Leake,  of  Mississippi,  then  rose  and  said, 
when  he  considered  the  vast  importance  of  the 
su^ect  now  under  consideration,  it  was  with  great 
difladence  he  arose  to  address  the  Senate ;  but  it 
was  the  importance  of  the  subject,  together  with 
his  having  been  one  of  the  committee  to  whom  it 
had  been  referred,  which  induced  him  to  be  un- 
willing to  ffive  a  silent  vote. 

He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  so  into  a  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  subject;  he  should  only  toucn 
wpon  some  of  the  principal  points  which  had  been 
relied  on  by  honorable  gentlemen  who  were  in 
favor  of  the  restriction  proposed  by  the  amendment 
introduced  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania (Mr.  Roberts.) 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.  we  have  been  told  by  some 
honorable  gentlemen,  that  the  power  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived  from  the  first  clause  of 
the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  "  New  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted by  the  Congress  into  this  Union,"  &c. 
That,  as  we  may  admit  them,  we  may  also  refuse 
to  admit  them,  unless  they  will  submit  to  such 
terms  as  we  may,  in  the  exercise  of  our  discretion, 
think  proper  to  impose.  Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  had 
always  supposed  that  in  the  exercise  of  this  power, 
to  "  admit  new  States  into  this .  Union,"  it  was 
only  necessary  to  inquire,  first,  what  are  the  claims 
which  the  people  who  petition  to  be  thus  admitted 
have  on  the  Congress  for  such  admission  ?  Whe- 
ther their  numl]^rs,  their  increasing  population, 
and  the  extent  of  territory  which  they  inhabit, 
will  justify  their  admission  ?  If  in  all  these  re- 
spects you  find  them  duly  qualified,  and  you  should 
deem  it  ej^pedient  to  admit  them ;  then  the  next 
inquiry  is,  what  is  a  State  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stateij?  I  need 
not  tell  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  States  in 
different  parts  of  the  world  mean  different  things ; 
we  all  know  that  a  State,  separate  and  uncon- 


nected with  any  other  State,  means  a  sovereign 
independent  Power,  possessing  absolute,  imcon- 
ditional  and  unlimited  authority ;  and  according  to 
the  distribution  of  that  power,  is  the  character  of 
the  State  known.  If  the  whole  is  lodged  in  a  single 
individual,  it  is  then  an  absolute  despotism ;  if  it 
be  divided  into  diflerent  branches,  and  the  au- 
thority divided  between  them,  it  is  a  limited  gov- 
ernment ;  and  whether  it  is  a  limited  monarchy, 
or  a  reoublic,  will  depend  upon  the  duration  m 
office,  the  mode  of  coming  into  office,  and  the 
source  from  whence  the  power  emanates.  And 
when  a  number  of  sovereign  States  connect  them- 
selves together  in  a  confederacy,  and  by  their  com- 
pact yield  to  their  federal  government  a  portion  of 
their  sovereignty,  in  order  that  that  government 
may  be  enabled  to  protect  the  confederation,  those 
States  then  become  limited  sovereignties,  and  that 
portion  of  sovereign  power  which  each  State  has 
a  right  to  exercise,  depends  upon  the  powers  they 
have  delegated  to  the  federal  government  by  their 
compact,  and  upon  the  restraints  which  they  have 
submitted  to  have  imposed  upon  them  by  it. 

Such  are  these  United  States,  and  such  must  be 
the  condition  of  the  new  States  which  may  be 
"  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  'Union." 

Then,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
recur  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  the  compact  between  the  States  and  the 
people  on  the  one  part,  and  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment on  the  other  part,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
powers  which  have  been  delegated  to  the  Congress 
on  the  one  hand,  and  what  restraints  have  been 
laid  upon  the  States  on  the  other. 

By  the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  powers  which  are  delegated  to  the 
Congress,  are  all  enumerated,  but  no  power  can 
there  be  found  to  authorize  the  Confess  to  make 
or  regulate  the  municipal  and  local  concerns  of 
the  States.  And  in  the  10th  section  of  the  same 
article,  we  find  all  the  restraints  which  are  im- 
posed upon  the  State  sovereignties.  The  section 
provides  that, 

*<  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or 
confederation ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprinl ; 
coin  money  ;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  bat 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts ;  or  grant  anj 
title  of  nobility. 

**  No  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Con- 
gress, lay  any  imposts  or  duties  on  imports  or  exports, 
except  what  may  be  absolutely  necessary  for  executiog 
its  inspection  laws ;  and  the  net  produce  of  all  duties 
and  imposts,  laid  by  any  State  on  imports  and  exports, 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  l/niled 
States ;  and  all  such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  the  re- 
vision and  control  of  the  Congress. 

*<  No  State  shall,  without  the  content  of  CongrMs, 
lay  any  duty  on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war 
in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  agreement,  or  compact 
with  another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power,  or  en- 
gage in  wai^  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  in- 
minent  danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

Thus  we  see  that  although  the  States  in  this 
Union  have  vidded  up  a  great  and  very  important 
portion  of  their  sovereignty,  yet  they  have  not 
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yieldffd  ap  d^e  right  to  make  their  own  local  and 
xnuiUcipBl  regulations,  iud  they  still  possess  the 
r»ht  to  regulate  their  own  property  qs  well  as  that 
of  their  owja  citizens;  for,  by^the  10th  article  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided 
that  '^the  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United 
^  States  by  the, Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 

*  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respeotively, 
'  or  to  the  people." 

And  as  to  the  particular  speeies  of  property 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  discussion, 
while  the  Constitution  has  been  silent  With  respect 
to  other  froperVf,  it  has  clearly  recognised  this ;  by 
the  3d  cJaose  of  the  2d  section  of  the  4th  article 
of  the  Constitution,  it  is  provided,  that  "  no  per- 
'  son  be}d  to  service  or  hhor  in  one  Stat&  under 
'  the  laws  thereof^  escajung  into  another,  shall,  in 
^  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  tnerein,  be 

*  dischu:ged  from  such  service  or  labor,  )mt  shall 

*  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 

*  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due/' 

Mr.  President,  from  this  view  of  the  QonstitiHion. 
I  conelode,  that  a  State,  within  the  meaning;  oi 
the  Coostitation,  is  a  iimited  sovereignty,  by  virtue 
of  the  compact ;  yet.  retaining  all  the  attributes 
of  sovereignty,  whitn  are  not  delegated  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited,  by 
it  to  the  States.  Then,  sir,  the  power  to  hold,  pos- 
sess, and  r^fulate  this  property,  has  not  been  delegat- 
ed to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  theStates; 
then  a  State,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, possesses  the  sole  control  over  it,  and  the 
United  States  i>ossess  none.  And,  sir^  a  State, 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution,  is  the  same 
thing,  whether  one  (^  the  6ld  thirteen,  or  one  ad- 
mitted since,  or  oue  which  is  herea^er  to  be  ad- 
mitted. 

,The  treaty  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  by  which  we  acquired  Louisiana,  has  pro- 
vided that  ^the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory 
'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  a<knitted  sasoon  as  possible,  according 
'  to  the  prineiples  of  the  Federal  Constjltutiim,  to 
^  ^  enjoyment  pf  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
'  iiamnnities  of  citizens,  of  tl^  United  States ;  and 
'  IB  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
<  protected  in  the  free  enjeyment  of  their  tibaty. 
^pn^^erty,  and  the  religion  which  they  profess.'' 
From  this  clause  of  the  treaty,  then,  said  Mr.  L., 
yon  cannot  impose  any  restraint  upon  Missouri 
which  you  cannot  impose  upon  a  State;  beoaUi>e, 
as  the  tfeaty  fuaiaaties  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
aBd  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  tneUnited  States, 
oe^  of  those  rights,  d^c,  is  the  right  to  form  a 
Coo^t^ition  for  themselves,  upon  rqwhlican  prin- 
ciples; afkr  which  they  have  a  right  to  exercise 
all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty  which  are  not 
delegated  by  the  Constitution  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States. 

But,  Mr.  President,  some  honorable  g^tlemen 
contend  that  the  right  to  impose  this  restriction  on 
Missouri  is  derived  from  Uie  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article  of  the  Constitution.  The  first  clause  of 
that  section  provides,  that  <<  the  migration  or  im- 
'  portation  of^  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
'  now  existing  tbM  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 


'  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the 

<  year  1808;  but  a  tsx  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
^  iiuch  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
'  each  person."  It  is  contended  that  the  word 
^'migration"  means  the  carrying  slaves  from <»ie 
State  to  another ;  and  that  "importation" means 
bringiug  them  from  abroad  or  over- the  sea.  Sir, 
I  cannot  subscribe  to  this  inteipretation  of  the 
word  "  migration,"  but^  on  the  contrary.  I  must 
believe  that  it  means  the.  c<mung  of  iree  for- 
eigners to  the  States,  I  concur  entirely  with  the 
honoraUe  gentleman  from  Geor|ria  (  Mr*  Elliot  ) 
in  the  definition  which  he  gave,  the  other  day,  of 
this  word,  that  it  means  the  voluntary  comini^  of 
a  free  person,  acting  according  to  his  own  volitum. 
And  as  Congress  possessed  the  power  to  establish 
a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  they  might  think 
proper  to  inhibit  Ae  migration  of  such  toreignen 
as  tney  are  unwilling  to  iiatundize;  and»  as  the 
Congress  have  the  power  to  re;gulate  commerce, 
they  have  the  power  to  inhibit  &e  impc^t^tion  ef 
slaves,  which  were  imported  as  turtieles  of  com- 
merce. .  And  I  admit,  with  the  honorable  gentle- 
men who  support  the  prc^position  to  restrict  Mis- 
souri^ that  this  clause  in  the  Cpiistitution  has 
relation  onlv  to  the  States  then  existing ;  and  it 
was  inserted  in  the  Constitution  because  some  of 
the  States  then  existing  were  unwilling  that  the 
migration  of  foreigners,  or  the  importation  of 
slaves»  should  be  interdicted  until  the  year  1808. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  consider  it  of  any 
importance  in  the  present  discussion,  what  inter- 
pretation shall  be  given  to  the  words  "  migration" 
and  ^imi)ortatipn;"  since  the  clause  in  the  Con- 
stitution, in  which  they  have  been  used,  has  no 
longer  any  force  or  ^ect.  By  turning  to  this 
clause,  it  will  be  perceived,  that  it  makes  no  grant 
of  power,  nor  does  it  euUrge  any  power  hefate 
granted,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  restricts  them ;  it 
jrestrains  the  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  migra- 
tion or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
States  then  existing  might  think  proper  to  admit, 
until  a  given  period ;  tl^  restraint  thou  of^eratiiig 
no  longer  them  the  year  1808,  expires  by  its  owji 
limitation,  and  having  performed  its  office,  becomes 
ftmctug  o/kyU>,  The  power  of  the  Congress,  then, 
to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri,  cannot  be 
derived  from  that  clause. 

Mt.  L.  said,  some  honorable  gentlemen  seem  to 
thi&k  that  the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  this 
restriction  on  Missouri  is  deriv^  from  the  Sd  clause 
of  the  3d  section  of  the  4th  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  in  these  words:  "  The  Congress 
'  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all 
'  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  ter- 
*  ritory  or  other  moj^iy  belonging  to  the  United 

<  States ;  imd  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be 
'  so  construed  as  to  {^ejudice  the  claims  of  the 
'  United  States,  or  of  any  particular  State." 

Mr.  President,  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  jud^e  of  the 
meaning  of  this  clause  of  the  Constitution,  the 
needful  rules  and  regulations  which  the  Congress 
are,  by  it,  authorized  to  make,  relate  to  the  territory 
itself,  that  is,  the  domain,  the  land,  the  actual  sod 
belonging  to  the  United  States:  and  not  the  in- 
habitants of  the  territory.    Sir,  the  Coogrw  may 
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dispose  of— dispose  of  what  9  of  the  territory  or 
other  property ;  not  ^he  inhabitants  of  that  territory. 
The  Congress  may  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respectmg  the  territory,  or  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States.  Sir,  the  word  "  ter- 
ritory," being  immediately  followed  by  the  words^ 
"  or  other  property,"  proves,  satisfactorily,  to  my 
mind,  that  the  word  "  territory"  was  there  mtended 
to  mean,  the  domain,  which  the  Congress  may 
dispose  of  by  sale  or  otherwise,  and  may  make  such 
needful  regulations  respecting  its  protection  from 
waste  or  other  injury,  and  to  preserve  their  rights 
to  it  unimpaired. 

It  is  not  from  the  pbwer  to  make  all  such  need- 
ful rules,  d&c.,  that  the  Congress  derives  the  right 
to  establish'  a  temporary  government  for  the  inhab- 
itants of  a  territory ;  it  is  from  the  last  clause  of 
the  8th  section  of  the  1st  article  that  this  power  is 
derived ;  by  it  the  Confess  has  the  power  "  to 
'  make  all  laws  which  shaU  be  necessary  and  pro- 

*  per  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 

*  powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Con- 

*  stitution  in  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
'  or  in  any  department  or  office  thereof." 

Sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  we  have  already  seen  that  the 
Congress  has  a  right  to  dispose  of,  by  sale  or  oth- 
erwise, the  territory  which  is  the  land  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But  a  sale  cannot  be  effected  without 
Eurchasers ;  no  person  will  purchase  unless  he  can 
e  protected  in  his  person  and  his  prc^rty.  Hence, 
in  order  to  effect  a  sale  of  the  puolic  lauds,  the 
Confess  has  the  power  ^  to  make  all  laws  wnich 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper"  to  protect  the  pur- 
chasers in  the  enj^oyment  or  their  lives,  liberty,  and 
property ;  and  this  can  only  be  done  by  establish- 
mg  a  system  of  Grovemment  for  them,  until  their 
numbers  entitle  them  to  a  claim  for  admission  into 
this  Union,  upon  an  equal  footing,  in  all  respects 
whatever,  with  the  original  States ;  after  which, 
when  the  Con^ss  deems  it  expeditot  to  admit 
them  as  such,  it  is  then  no  longer  "  necessary  or 
proper"  for  the  Congress  to  make  laws  for  their 
government,  and  of  course  the  power  of  the  Con- 
gress to  make  tiiese  laws  ceases  to  exist. 

But  it  has  been  said,,  that  the  bill  on  your  table, 
which  has  been  reported  by  the  committee,  already 
contains  a  number  of  restrictions ;  and,  it  is  asked, 
why  not  impose  this  restriction,  as  well  as  those 
which  have  been  reported  by  the  committee?  Sir, 
said  Mr.  L.,  those  restrictions  are  warranted  by  the 
Constitution :  they  relate  to  the  public  lands,  and  the 
Conm»s  have  a  r^[ht  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  (which  is  the 
public  land)  or  other  property  of  the  United  States. 
One  of  these  restrictions,  for  instance,  is,  that  the 
proposed  State  of  Missouri  shall  not  tax  the  land 
of  the  United  States  until  five  years  after  it  shall 
have  been  ^Id.  The  reason  of  this  restriction  is 
very  obvious :  the  United  States  have  a  lien  on 
the  land  for  five  years  after  it  shall  have  been  sold, 
and  at  the  end  of^that  term,  if  the  purchase  money 
shall  not  have  been  paid,  the  lana  may  again  l)e 
sold  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  money  which 
may  be  due  thereon ;  and  if  it  will  not  sell  for  as 
much  money  as  is  due,  the  land  then  reverts  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  payments  which  had  before 


been  made,  are  then  forfeited  to  the  Ui^ited  States. 
It  is,  then^  competent  for  the  Conjgress  to  impose 
that  restnction,  because,  to  preserve  the  public 
land,  is  "  to  make  a  needtiil  rule  or  regulation  re- 
specting it."  But  even  that  restriction  is,  in  my 
opinion,  altogether  unnecessary  and  useless;  be- 
cause, merdy  admitting  a  new  State  into  this 
Union,  would  give  it  no  control  over  the  land  cwr 
other  property  of  the  United  States ;  for  *^  nothing 
in  the  Constitution  shall  be  so  consthied  as  to  pre- 
judice any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any 
particular  State."  But,  as  many  suppose  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  impose  such  a  restriction,  and  as  the 
Congress  clearly  have  the  right  to  preserve  and 
protect  the'  lana  and  other  property  or  the  United 
States,  there  Js  no  want  of  power  in  the  Congress 
to  impose  it ;  it  has,  therefore,  out  of  abundant 
caution,  been  inserted.  Thus,  sir,  said  Mr.  L..  I 
have  just  touched  some  of  what  I  deem^  to  be  tne 
principal  points  involved  in  this  debate.  Much 
more  might  be  said :  it  could  easily  be  shown  that 
none  of  the  States  heretofore  admitted  into  this 
Union  have  been  restricted,  with  re^ct  to  slavery  i 
that  that  subject  has  been  aecided  by  the  majorities 
of  the  conventions  of  those  States ;  and  that  the 
constitutions  of  the  States  which  have  already 
been  admitted^  are,  in  many  important  f-espects, 
totally  inconsist^it  with  the  ordinance  of  1787  ; 
but  I  shall  content  myself  by  leaving  that  subject 
to  others. 

When  Mr.  Leake  concluded,  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Thubsday,  January  20. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Bowie  and 
Kurtz  and  others,  made  u  report,  accompanied  by 
a  resolution  that  a  bill  be  reported  appropriating 

dollars  for  the  relief  of  tne  petitioners.    The 

report  and  Resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  xjommittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hook- 
er, made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resolution 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  knd  resolution  w^re  read. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  Oeor^ 
Mayfield,  of  Tennessee,  praying  to  be  confirmed  m 
a  grant  of  land  made  to  nim  by  the  Creek  Indians, 
as  stated  in  the  petition;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Henry  Ingham,  Robert  Hazlehurst  and 
William  Smith,  jr. ;  and,  in  concurrence  tnere- 
withj  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  withdraw  their 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considaation  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  upon 
the  petition  of  Rhoda  Crawford ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  resolved  that  said  committee  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  upon  the 
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petition  of  John  Williamson,  praying  a  pension ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had 
leare  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  \ull  for  the  relief  of  Mark  Richards  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resmned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol&  thet^nsideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  the  act.  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court/'  ap- 
prored  the  dd  March,  1817^  and  the  blank  having 
been  filled  with^w,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the 
£irther  consideration  thereof  was  pos^ned  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed,  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  a 
district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama^  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  nuide  thereto,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administra- 
tor of  Thomas  Buckminster^  late  lieutenant  in  the 
thirty-third  regiment  of  Umted  States'  infantry ;'' 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  con- 
sidexation  thereof  was  further  postponed  until  next 
Monday  week. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consid^ation  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  tc^ther  with  the  amendments  report- 
ed thereto  by  me  Committer  on  the  Judiciary^  and 
the  amendment  pronosed  by  Mr.  Roberts. 

Mr.  LowRiB,  of  Pennsylvania,  observed,  that  so 
much  had  been  said,  and  so  much  had  been  writ- 
ten, on  this  subject,  it  was  extremely  difficult  to 
say  an]^  thing  iarther  that  would  have  any  claim 
to  originality ;  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
topjmrt  an  arsument  on  either  side,  without  re- 
peating some  uiinffs  which  bad  already  been  said. 
This  1^  would  endeavor  to  avoid,  and,  as  the  Sen- 
ate must  be,  in  some  measure,  weary  of  the  debate, 
he  would  treat  the  question  with  all  the  brevity 
of  which  he  was  cfipable. 

In  this  discussion,  it  is  impossible  not  to  advert 
to  the  (bllowing  maxims,  which  may  properly  be 
called  first  principles : 

**  We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that 
aU  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
bv  their  Creator  wi^  certain  inalienable  rights ; 
that  amongst  these  are,  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness." 

"  He  that  made  the  world,  and  all  things  there- 
in, hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  man." 

There  is  no  excuse  for  hereditary  slavery,  ex- 
cept self-preservation — beyond  this  it  dwmdles 
into  merelarce. 

It  is  not  among  the  natural  rights  of  man  to 
enslave  his  fellow  man. 


Slavery  is  of  such  a  nature,  it  must  take  its  rise 
from  positive  law. 

These  principles,  as  abstract  truths,  are  not  gen- 
erally denied.  How  far  they  have  a  bearing  on 
this  subject,  is  a  question  I  vvill  not,  said  Mr.  L., 
at  this  moment,  take  up.  I  now  merely  bring 
them  into  view ;  I  will  advert  to  them  in  another 
part  of  this  argument. 

The  first  question  which  meets  us  at  the  thresh- 
old is — ^have  Coujgress  the  right  to  propose  to  the 
State  of  Missouri  the  restriction  contained  in  the 
amendment?  Before  disposing  of  this  inquiry, 
permit  me  to  say  a  word  on  State  sovereignties. 
I,  for  one,  Mr.  President,  cherish  the  idea,  believ- 
ing that  our  political  salvation  depends  upon  it ; 
that  a  consolidation  of  this  extended  empire  must 
end  in  the  worst  kind  of  despotism. 

The  people  of  the  United  States,  in  forming  a 
Government  for  themselves,  established  a  com- 

Slex  system.  The  €k)vemment  of  the  Union 
ows  as  directly  from  the  people  as  does  the  gov- 
ernment of  any  of  the  States.  The  circumstance 
that  the  delegates  who  formed  the  present  Con- 
stitution, were  appointed  by  the  State  Legislatures, 
does  not  detract  from  this  idea ;  because  me  instru- 
ment was  afterwards  submitted  to  the  people,  and 
had  it  not  been  approved  by  them,  it  would  have 
had  no  more  authority  than  the  sweeping  of  your 
floor.  The  Government  of  the  United  States, 
though  limited  in  its  powers,  is  supreme  within 
the  proper  sphere  of  its  action*  The  respective 
Governments  of  the  United  States  and  of  tne  sev- 
eral Statesaresovereign  within  their  proper  spheres, 
and  no  farther.  Hence  it  follows,  tnat  the  States 
are  limited  sovereignties.  It  follows,  also,  that  the 
ri^ht  to  admit  new  States,  being  within  the  sphere 
01  the  General  Government,  is  a  right  which,  to 
that  Government,  i?  perfect  Every  gentleman 
who  hears  me,  knows  tnat  these  are  not  new  prin- 
ciples ;  that  they  have  been  laid  down  and  acted 
on  by  some  of  our  ablest  and  wisest  statesmen. 

In,  the  Constitution  it  is  provided  that  ^  the  mi- 
'  gration  or  importation  of  such  perscms  as  any  of 
^  the  States  now  existing  shall  thmk  proper  to  ad- 
'  mit.  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior 
'  to  the  year  1808,  bpt  a  tax^"  ^.  In  Uus  debate 
it  seems  generally  to  be  admitted,  by  gentlemen 
on  the  opposite  side,  that  these  two  woras  are  not 
synonymous ;  but  what  their  meaning  is,  they  are 
not  so  well  agreed.  One  gentleman  tells  us,  it 
was  intended  to  prevent  slaves  from  being  brought 
in  by  land ;  another  gentleman  says,  it  was  m- 
tended  to  restrain  Congress  from  interfering  with 
einupration  from  Europe. 

These  constructions  cannot  both  be  right.  The 
gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  same 
side,  have  advanced  a  number  of  pertinent  argu- 
ments to  settle  the  proper  mftftning  of  these  words. 
I,  sir,  shall  hot  repeat  them.  Indeed,  to  m&  there 
is  nothing  more  dry  or  uninteresting,  than  discus- 
sions to  explain  the  meaning  of  single  words.  In 
the  present  case,  I  will  onlyrefer  to  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Madison  and  Judgje  Wilson,  who  were  bom 
members  of  the  Convention,  and  who  gave  their 
construction  to  these  words,  long  before  this  ques- 
tion was  agitated.    Mr.  Madison  observes,  that,  to 
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say  this  clause  was  intended  to  prevent  emiffration, 
does  not  deserve  an  answer.  And  Judge  Wilson 
says,  expressly,  it  was  intended  to  place  the  new 
States  under  the  control  of  Congress,  as  to  the 
introduction  of  slaves.     The  opinion  of  this  latter 

gentleman  is  entitled  to  peculiar  weight.  After 
le  Convention  had  labored  for  weeks  on  the 
subject  of  representation  and  direct  taxes — when 
those  great  men  were  like  to  separate  without  ob- 
taining their  object,  Judge  Wilson  submitted  the 
provision  on  this  subject,  which  now  stands  as  a 
part  of  your  Constitution.  Sir,  there  is  no  man, 
from  any  part  of  the  nation,  who  understood  the 
system  of  our  Government  tetter  than  hira ;  not 
even  excepting  Virginia,  from  whence  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  (Mr.  Walker,^  tells  us,  we 
have  all  our  great  men.  But,  sir,  tor  all  the  pur- 
poses of  my  argument,  I  consider  this  provision  of 
the  Constitution  as  an  out-post ;  and,  as  I  do  not 
intend  to  rely  upon  it,  gentlemen  may  have  it  as  a 
free  gift. 

In  the  Constitution  it  is  further  provided,  that 
"  the  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 

*  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 

*  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 

*  United  States.'*  From  the  commencement  of  the 
Government  until  lately,  this  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution received  but  one  construction.  In  pursu- 
ance of  this  authority.  Congress  proceeded  to  regu- 
late the  government  of  the  respective  territories, 
until  from  time  to  time  they  were  admitted  into 
the  Union.  In  pursuance  of  this  provision,  the 
first  Congress  sanctioned  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
which  some  writers  affect  to  call  a  usurpation. 
But  another  construction  is  now  given.  It  is  said 
that  Congress  have  power  only  to  dispose  of  the 
soil,  as  they  would  of  the  other  property  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  construction  appears  to  me  to 
involve  an  inconsistency,  to  which  gentlemen  who 
make  it  have  not  perhaps  attended.  To  dispose 
of  the  soil,  pre-supposes  a  Government  to  regulate 
the  inhabitants.  If  this  Government  be  not  estab- 
lished by  the  United  States,  it  must  be  established 
by  themselves.  Suppose  that  a  large  colony  had 
purchased  one  of  your  territories.  You  have  dis- 
posed of  the  soil,  apd  your  power  then  ceases ; 
they  may  or  they  may  not  acknowledge  your  au- 
thority ;  they  may,  if  they  choose,  establish  a  mon- 
archy. These  discordant  principles  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted to  flow  from  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  that  the 
power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  tor  the  territories,  and  the  power  to 
admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  have  been  given, 
by  the  people  of  the  United  States,  to  Congress. 
They  are  powers  of  the  General  Government 
ttritmn  the  proper  sphere  of  its  action,  and,  of 
course  sovereign  and  supreme.  This  Government, 
for  the  period  oiF  thirty  years,  by  its  acts,  has  sanc- 
tioned the  construction  contended  for.  Territo- 
ries have  been  nurtured  and  protected  through 
their  infancy  and  youth,  until,  arriving  at  a  pro- 
pet'  age.  they  were  admitted  into  the  family  of  the 

With  respect  to  Louisiana,  and  the  Territories  of 
Arkansas  and  Missouri,  including  the  whole  coun- 


try claimed  by  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, besiaes  the  right  given  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, Congress  have  another  superadded,  which, 
although  different,  is  not  discordant.  France  re- 
ceived this  district  of  country  from  Spain,  and 
ceded  the  same  to  the  United  States,  in  "ddl 
sovereignty."  Our  title,^  therefore,  to  this  territory, 
is  perfect  and  complete.  Congress  have  the  same 
sovereipi  right  to  make  any  provisions,  laWs.  or 
reflations,  which  France  could  have  made,  nad 
this  territory  still  remained  under  her  jurisdiction. 
In  that  case,  it  will  scarcely  be  contended  that 
France  would  not  have  had  the  right  to  inhibit 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery.  Suppose  that 
the  territory  of  Missouri  were  now  under  France, 
and  that  tne  inhabitants  had  requested  of  the 
French  Government  the  privilege  of  becoming 
one  of  the  United  States ;  in  giving  her  consent, 
France  could  have  said,  you  may  Income  one  of 
those  States,  on  condition  that  you  abolish  slavery. 
In  this  case,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  compe- 
tent for  France  to  have  proposed  this  condition. 
So  can  the  United  States:  oecause  we  have  the 
same  sovereignty  here  that  France  ever  had. 

These  principles  are  so  plain,  it  is  difficult  to 
illustrate  them  farther ;  but  let  us  take  the  cases 
of  two  provinces  held  by  different  Powers,  the  one 
to  the  North,  and  the  other  to  the  South.  Sup- 
pose that  Canada  were  to  apply  to  the  British 
Government  for  liberty  to  join  the  American  Re- 
publics, that  Grovemment  could  say  to  her,  yott 
may  have  your  wish  on  condition  that  you  abolish 

JrouT  established  religion,  and  your  system  of  vil- 
ainage;  make  these  fundamental  articles  of  your 
constitution,  and  if  Congress  will  consent,  you 
may  become  one  of  them.  Let  us  supjwse,  furtnd^ 
that  the  twenty  years'  war  which,  with  pen  ana 
ink,  we  have  waged  with  the  Government  of 
Spain,  were  now  to  take  another  direction,  and 
that  the  inhabitants  of  Florida  were  to  request 
His  Most  Catholic  Majesty's  permission  to  join. 
our  family.  That  permission  might  be  granted 
on  any  conditions  not  repugnant  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States;  and,  if  agreed  to  by 
them,  and  by  the  Congress,  would  be  binding, 
and  could  not  be  rescinded  without  a  br^eh  of 
good  faith. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  examine  the  history  of  the 
new  States  which  have  been  admitted  into  thi* 
Union,  we  will  find  that  none  of  them  were  ad- 
mitted without  conditions,  which  were  to  become 
fundamental  articles,  irrevocable  without  the  con- 
sent of  both  parties.  The  cases  of  Kentucky  and 
Vermont  are  not  exceptions,  although  they  hafe 
generally  been  so  considered.  Kentucky  was 
formed  from  the  territory  belonging  to  Virginia, 
and  a  number  of  conditions  were  impos0d  l^  the 
one  State,  and  agreed  to  by  the  other,  which  to 
this  day  are  binding. 

Vermont  was  not  like  any  of  the  other  States. 
Her  history  is  briefly  this:  The  territory  was 
claimed  both  by  New  York  and  New  Hampshire. 
In  1761-2,  New  Hampshire  granted  one  htmdt^ 
and  thirty-eight  townships  west  of  the  Connect!^ 
cut  river.  New  York  became  alarmed  at  this 
proceeding,  applied  for  the  territory  to  the  Briti^ 
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Qorenunent,  and  obtained  a  decisioii  in  her  faror. 
Sbe  then  eBdea¥<M«d  to  dispossess  the  settlers  who 
daimed  im^r  the  New  Hampshire  grants.  But 
her  authority  wai$  resisted  on  ttte  part  of  Vennont, 
a»4  tot  twenty-six  years  this  new  State'  main- 
tained her  ground.  In  this  contest,  the  Old  Con- 
gress Mffsoed  an  undecided  course.  In  the  mean- 
time^ Vcnnont  declared  itself  independent,  and  so 
eoAtmtted  tOl  the  year  1769,  when  commissioners 
were  appointed  hj  this  State  and  bv  New  York, 
who  finally  agreed  that  Veraiont  should  be  ad^ 
HUtied  inta  the  Union  on  two  conditions:  the  one 
idtated  to  her  boundaries,  and  the  other  required 
the  payment  of  930^000  to  New  York  wi^n  four 
years  nom  that  period. 

Mr.  L.  observed,  that  the  whole  discussion  was 
Bpon  a  dry  subject:  and  that  this  part  of  it  was  pe- 
cnfiarly  so.  .1  will,  therefore,  sir,  pass  over  the 
ocodiooBs  imposed  on  the  other  States.  It  is  the 
lets  necessary  that  I  should  mention  tnem,  as  other 
genrdemen  nave  brought  the  most  of  them  into 
▼icw  already.  Let  me  observe,  however,  that,  in 
the  nine  new  Stat^,  there  are  seventeen  distinct 
oondiliona  attached,  not  one  of  which  is^  applied  to 
the  old  thirteen  States.  The  new  States  are  re- 
stricted in  their  taxes;  they  are  restricted  from 
tOQcbiiig  the  right  6f  the  soil :  they  are  restricted 
in  teir  highways  and  navigabie  streams  of  watery 
and  three  of  them,  which  at  no  distant  day  will  be 
te'ee  of  the  Ini^htest  stars  in  our  political  constel- 
lation, are  restricted  as  to  slavery.  Take  the  con- 
adtution  of  Maine ;  restrictions  are  there  imposed 
by  Maasacfausetts.  Nay,  more,  sir,  look  at  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  JaiKciary^  Committee,  and  even  to  Missouri, 
this  faTorite  cmld,  we  find  restrictions.  It  is  true, 
these  restrictions  are  placed  in  the  bill  under  the 
cover  of  provisos ;  so,  let  me  tell  gentlemen,  is  the 
lettrietion  offered  as  an  amendment  by  my  col- 
kaj^oe.  Our  right  is  admitted  to  impose  one  re- 
striction; bat  to  impose  another  restriction,  not 
involving  the  necessity  of  a  ^preater  or  higher  de- 
gree of  sovereignty,  the  right  is  denied.  We  have 
called  on  gentlemen  to  reconcile  these  views ;  much 
WBs  expe^ad  iGrom  their  talents,  but  to  peislbrm  im- 
possthiuties  is  beyond  their  reach. 

The  obligation  imposed  upon  this  Qovemment 
faf  the  treaty  of  cession  hds  be^  mu6h  relied  upon. 
It  is  said  we  are  all  bound  to  admit  Missouri,  and 
that  upon  her  own  terms ;  that,  in  her  case,  we 
luuFe  no  discretion.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  suffi- 
cient answer  to  say,  that  the  treaty-making  power 
camiotcoatiol  the  genius  of  the  Constitution.  New 
States  may  be  admitted,  are  the  words  of  this  in- 
stmnieiit  Sir,  it  never  was  in  the  contemplation 
of  the  people,  when  they  passed  upon  this  provision j 
to  suppose  that  the  President  imd  two-thirds  of  the 
Senate  eooid  chaai^  its  import.  If  gentlemen  will 
st^l  contend  that  the  trea^  differs  from  the  Con- 
stitution, they  must  be  told  tlmt.  as  far  as  that  is 
tlbe  cas^  the  treaty  itself  is  a  nullity. 

It  is  ranfaer  seid^  that  the  treaty  ^ranties  their 
property  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  and  that 
this  prcMty  embraces  slaves.  At  the  date  of  this 
treaty  or  eessioa  almost  the  whole  of  this  territorv 
( a  wiidemess,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  is  stul 


a  wiidemess. .  Admitting  for  a  moment  that  staves 
are  property,  it  must  be  proved  that  any  oth^sy 
besides  those  there  at  the  date  of  the  treaty,  were 
intended  to  be  embraced  by  its  provisions.  This 
cannot  be  shown.  The  inhabitants  then  there 
were  the  parties  we  admit  to  this  treatv ;  and,  what- 
ever may  have  been  their  rights  or  tneir  property, 
they  are  not  touched  by  this  amendment.  But  far- 
ther proof  is  still  wanted,  because  it  is  denied  that 
the  word  property^  in  this  treaty,  means  slaves. 
Here  I  ask  no  rule  of  construction  that  is  foreign 
to  the  subject  Apply  to  the  writers  on  the  law  (^ 
nations ;  let  them  pass  upon  these  words ;  try  diem 
by  the  princi^^es  of  the  Constitution ;  submit  them 
to  the  test  of  reason ;  there  all  ^peak  the  same  lan- 
guage ;  they  tell  you  that  daves  and  propetip  are 
not  conv^tible  terms.  In  the  history  of  our  Qov- 
emment we  have  a  case  fully  in  point :  When  Vir- 
^nia  ceded  the  NorthvTestern  territory  to  Congress^ 
It  was  on  condition  that  it  should  b^ome  members 
of  the  Federal  Union,  and  have  the  same  rights, 
sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  thfr 
other  States.  This  language  is  as  strong  as  that 
of  the  treaty  vrith  France ;  neidier  can  it  be  de- 
nied that,  at  the  time  Virginia  made  this  cession, 
th^re  were  in  this  territory  a  number  of  inhabit- 
ants professing  to  be  her  citizens,  and  owning 
slaves. 

Congress,  with,  the  knowledge  of  these  facts,  imd 
the  deed  of  cession  before  them,  passed  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  by  which  slavory  was  banisfaed 
from  this  fair  portion  of  our  territory.  This  ordi- 
nance was  sanctioned  by  the  First  Congress ;  it  has 
been  interwoven  in  the  constitution  of  many  ci 
the  States ;  even  at  the  present  session,  in  the  ad* 
mission  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union,  it 
is  distinctly  recognised.  Thus,  in  a  case  p^eethF 
analogous,  we  have  a  legislative  sanction,  descend- 
ing from  the  First  Congress,  through  many  of  the 
intermediate  ones,  down  to  the  present,  which  com- 
pletely covers  the  ground  I  have  taken.  With  this 
examine  before  us,  I  hisard  nothing  in  assertii^ 
that,  if  Congress  had  extended  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  the  territory  of  Louisiana,  exceptinj^  from 
its  provisions  the  smves  then  there,  this  obhgadoa 
of  the  treaty  would  have  been  fulfilled  in  good 
faith. 

I  will  now,  Mr.  President,  said  Mr.  L.,  say  a  few 
words  on  the  policy  of  adopting  the  proposed  re- 
stric^n.  We  were  told  the  other  day  by  an  h<»- 
orable  member  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,) 
that  we  knew  nothing  about  this  question,  hovr- 
ever  much  we  mi^ht  be  disposed  to  philosophise 
on  the  subject.  Sir,  the  experience  and  integrity 
of  that  gentleman  have  gained  him  my  entire  con- 
fidence. AlthoujB^h  this  assertion  was  not  accom- 
panied by  any  facts  or  reasoning,  it  led  me  to 
examine  anew  every  principle  relating  to  the  pol- 
icy of  this  measure.  I  have  also  attend  to  all 
that  has  been  said  against  the  policy  of  adc^pting 
this  restriction,  but  I  have  yet  found  nothing  to 
shake  my  first  convictions  on  the  subject. 

It  has  not  been  pretended — it  cannot  be  pre- 
tended— that  the  toleratiqn  of  slavery  is  necessiury 
for  the  self-preservation  of  the  peoj^e  of  Missouri. 
This  being  the  case,  the  first  {Mrinciples  I  have  at- 
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ready  brought  into  view  bear  with  their  undivided 
weiffht  upon  the  question.  The  Rentlemen  tell 
us  that  slavery  is  an  evil — on  this  floor  they  have 
lamented  its  existence ;  and  yet.  strange  as  it  may 
.seem,  they,  almost  in  the  same  oreath,  contend  for 
.the  exjiediency  of  extending  this  evil  to  the  peace- 
ful region  west  of  the  Mississippi ! 

Humanity  to  the  slaves  themselves,  it  is  said,  re- 
quires the  rejection  of  this  amendment.  Sir,  how 
is  the  matter  of  fact  on  this  point?  Let  u&  sup- 
pose that  one  hundred  families,  with  each  ten 
diaves,  are  about  to  emigrate  to  Missouri.  Every 
gentleman  here  knows  the  situation  of  this  class 
of  our  population — the  husband  is  in  one  family, 
the  wife  m  another,  the  children  in  another.  In 
removing,  no  respect  to  these  relations  can  be  paid 
-^-all  must  be  disregarded ;  the  husband  and  the 
wife  must  part,  to  meet  no  more ;  t^e  father  is 
dragged  away,  and  the  mother  and  the  children 
left,  or  they  are  taken,  and  he  by  force  is  compelled 
to  stay  behind ;  or,  if  he  escape  after  them,  he  is 
pursued,  bound,  and  brought  oack.  This,  sir,  is 
not  fancy ;  these  scenes,  but  a  few  months  ago,  I 
witnessed  in  person,  amongst  emigrants  goinff  to 
this  said  Missouri.  Our  hiunanity  may  he  called 
sickly,  but  it  gives  no  sanction  to  scenes  like  the^. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois,  (Mr.  EnwARns,) 
with  great  apparent  force  of  reasoning,  has  en- 
deavored to  prove  that,  by  opening  the  extensive 
regions  of  the  West  to  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
nothing  is  thereby  done  to  spread  slavery ;  that^ 
whether  they  are  admitted  west  of  the  Mississippi 
or  not,  the  number  remains  the  same.  I  presimie, 
sir,  that  every  gentleman  here  has  paid  some  atten- 
tion to  the  principle  which  governs  the  population 
of  the  human  race.  It  is  capable  of  demonstra- 
tion,  that  the  population  increases  faster  than  the 
means  of  subsistence ;  the  one  increases  in  a  geo- 
metrical, the  other  in  an  arithmetical  progression. 
The  spring  which  causes  one  thousand  to  double 
their  number  in  a  ffiven  time,  will  cause  a  thou- 
sand millions  to  douole  in  the  same  time ;  in  other 
words,  the  capability  of  increase  is  not  affected  bv 
the  size  of  Uie  number.  Take,  for  example,  an  isl- 
and containing  ten  thousand  farms,  of  one  hundred 
acres  each ;  let  it  be  supposed  that  there  is  an  in- 
habitant for  each  farm,  and  that  they  double  their 
number  every  twenty-five  years.  In  one  hundred 
aad  forty  years  there  would  be  more  inhabitants 
than  acres,  and  at  the  end  of  the  third  century 
there  would  be  above  three  hundred  inhabitants 
for  every  acre.  But  the  impossibility  of  6UN>ort- 
ing  that  number  on  the  given  territoi^*  would  Keep 
the  inhabitants  down  to  the  level  of  the  food.  The 
principles  which  govern,  in  the  supposed  case  of 
this  island,  will  govern  in  the  case  of  a  nation  or 
of  the  world.  In  every  nation  the  population 
presses  more  or  less  against  the  means  of  subsist- 
ence, and,  from  its  very  nature,  must  ccmtinue  to 
^  so,  unul  the  end  of  tune. 

Apply  these  principles  to  the  case  before  us,  and 
what  becomes  of  the  gentleman's  argument  ?  Sev- 
enty years  ago  the  penetrating  mind  of  Dr.  Frank- 
lin discovered  this  principle.  Go,  sars  he,  to  Af- 
rica, and  see  if  you  can  discover  tne  cap  from 
whence  the  negroes  have  come,  that  have  UaQkened 


half*  America,  the  West  Indies,  and  many  other 
places !  JSuch  will  be  the  case  a^  no  distant  day, 
if  the  policy  advocated  by  gentlemen  is  now  to 
prevail.  <  A  single  century  w^l  not  have  elapsed, 
until  the  question  may  be  asked ;  Where  is  tke 

gap  in  any  of  the  slaveholding  States  irom  whence 
ave  come  the  slaves,  that,  from  the  beaks  of  the 
Mississippi  to  the  Rocky  mountains,  have  blackened 
the  whole  region  of ^e  West?  Sir,  that opemng^ 
never  will  ti  found,  because  it  never  will  exist* 
The  spring  of  population  will  alWavs  keep  the 
number  fuQ.  A  market  extended  as  me  forests  of 
your  Western  regicmi^,  is  thus  opened  for  the  sale 
of  human  flesh.  Every  inducement  which  ava* 
rice  or  the  insatiable  love  of  gain  cpuld  desire,  is 
held  out  to  the  slaveholder  to  increase  the  number 
of.  his  slaves.  Under  auch  inducement^  this  class 
of  population  will  increase  with  a  rapidity  hereto- 
fore unknovm.  Even  at  the  rate  of  mcrease  from- 
1800  to  1810,  In  a  single  century  there  will  be  up- 
wards of  twenty-seven  millions  of  slaves  in  the 
United  States.  This  sing[le  fact,  founds  as  it  is 
on  arithmetical  certainty,  is  sufficiently  alarming ; 
but,  sir,  it  points  you  to  a  very  different  policy  than 
the  one  contended  for  by  the  honorable  members 
on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  President,  the  whole  force  of  the  observa- 
tions of  gentlemen  seems,  to  turn  on  the  necessity 
of  an  ou&t.  In  other  words,  give  them  a  market 
for  this  species  of  property.  It  wUl  hardly  be  con- 
tended that  this  necessity  is  grater  now  than  it 
wa]s  in  1787.  There  is  yet  much  room  in  A1|It 
bama,  Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  large  portions  of 
these. States  being  yet  a  wilderness;  not  to  speak 
of  Georgia,  the  Carolinas,  and  Tennessee.  If  I 
am  asked  what  is  to  be  done  when  these  are  full, 
let  me  answer  by  asking  what  is  to  be  done  when 
the  whole  Western  country  is  full?  Sir,  the 
mighty  spring  of  population,  under  the  advim- 
taees  I  have  already  noticed,  will  soon  people  the 
whole  of  the  West  with  a  colored  population. 

The  <}uestion  then  presents  itseli,  which  p^cy, 
in'  a  national  point  of  view,  is  the  best,  that  whick^ 
holds  out  every  possible  inducement  for  the  propa- 
gation of  slaves,  or  that  which  leaves  them  as  they 
now  are  ?  That  policy  which  calls  to  its  aid  the 
worst  pc^ions  of  the  hun^an  mind,  avarice  and 
the  insatiable  love  of  gain,,  arising  from  the  traffic 
in  the  bodies  and  in  the  souls  of  men,  or  that  which 
will  require,  if  thev  are  removed  at  all,  that  their 
fetters  first  be  broken  asunder?    Actuated  by  the 

?rinciples  we  now  contend  for,  the  statesmen  of 
787  passed  the  ordinance  of  that  year,  by  which 
the  Northwestern  Territory  was  rescued  from  this 
evil.  Had  other  counsels  then  prevailed,  had  this 
district  been  opened  for  the  introduction  of  slaves, 
and  a  market  existed  there,  it  requires  little  reflec- 
tion and  less  reasonins^  to  show  that  this  class  ^  of 
our  population  would  by  this  time  have  been  much 
increased  beyond  their  present  number. 

I  will  not,  sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  pursue  the  argument 
on  this  subject  any  farther ;  Imt,  before  I  sit  down, 
permit  me  to  advert  to  some  expressions  which 
nave  fallen  from  gentlemen  in  this  debate.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barboor,)  the 
other  day  told  us  that  this  subject  will  be  an  ig- 
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luted  sfBikf  which)  compaunicated  to  cui  immense 
mass  of  combustion,  will  produce  an  explosion 
that  will  shake  this  Union  to  its  centre.  The  gen- 
demaa  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Walker^  tells  us,  that 
he  thinks  he  hears  the  thunders  roll,  he  sees  the 
father  arrayed  against  the  son,  and  the-  brother 
drawing  the  bloody  sword  from  the  bosom  of  the 
brother !  Mr.  President,  I  will  not  how  detain  the 
Senate,  by  inquiring  in  which  of  the  States  these 
combustible  materiius  are,  or  by  pointing  out  the 
field  on  which  the  battle  will  be  fought  Before 
that  bill  leaves  your  table,  if  no  other  gentleman 
takes  up  this  part  of  the  subject^  I  may  perhaps 
take  the  liberty  of  looking  at  it  a  httle  more  in  de- 
tail; not,  sir,  as  a  member  from  Pennsylyania,  but 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  of  the  whole  of  the 
United  States.  At  pesent,  however,  1  will  only 
observe,  that  1  also  believe  with  those  gentlemen, 
that  we  are  drawing  towards  a  verv  serious  crisis ; 
to  save  us  from  which,  all  the  wisdom  of  the  pres; 
ent  Congress,  as  well  as  the  blessing  of  the  Al- 
mighty, will  be  necessary.  But,  sir.  if  the  alter- 
native oe,  as  gentlemen  thus  broadly  intimate,  a 
dissolution  of  this  Union,  or  the  extension  of 
shiYerf  over  this  whole  Western  country,  I,  for 
one,  will  choose  the  former.  1  do  not  say  this 
lightly ;  I  am  aware  that  the  idea  is  a  dreadful 
one.  The  ch(Hce  is  a  dreadful  one.  Either  side 
ot  the  alternative  fiUs  my  mind  with  horror.  I 
have  not,  however,  yet  despaired  of  the  Republic. 
And  unless  the  melancholy  result  convinces  me  to 
the  contrary.  I  must  still  believe  that  we  are  able 
to  dispose  ox  this  distracting  question  so  as  to  sat- 
isfy tae  reasonable  expectations  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  BuRBiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  said,  it  uiight  prob- 
ably be  thought,  that  the  very  full  discussion  which 
this  question  had  received,  rendered  it  quite  unne- 
cessary to  add  any  thing  to  the  elaborate  arguments 
of  the  nonorable  gentlemen  who  had  preceded  him : 
I  even  think  so  myself,  said  he ;  but,  having  at  the 
last  session  taken  some  shiure  in  the  debate  upon  a 
similar  motion,  it  would  be  expected  of  me  that 
the  same  sense  of  duty  which  tnen  prompted  me 
to  address  vou,  would  still  continue  its  effect,  unless 
fiirther  rejection  or  the  arsuments  of  honorable 
gentlemen  had  prodoced  a  change  of  opinion.  No 
change  of  that  kind  has  been  wrought,  and  longer 
and  more  careful  consideration  has  produced  a 
deeper  conviction,  not  only  of  the  constitutionality, 
bat  of  the  necessity  of  the  proposed  restriction.  I 
ahall  aim,  however,  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
repetition  of  former  arguments,  for  I  feel  too  much 
impressed  wiUi  the  very  kind  and  encouraging  at^ 
tention  which  my  humble  attempts  on  this  floor 
kftve  always  received  from  the  Senate,  to  tax  their 
friendly  patience  for  any  very  great  length  of  time. 
The  objection  principally  relied  upon  by  those 
who  have  opposed  this  restriction,  is,  that  the  Con- 
stitution gives  us  no  power  to  impose  it,  and  they 
call  upon  us,  in^  manner  which  implies  that  they 
fed  thonsdves  strong  on  this  point,  to  produce  the 
clanse  or  article  in  which  the  power  is  granted. 
Objections  of  a  Constitutional  kind,  opposed  to  a 
measure  of  legislation,  are  entided  to  respect,  and 
must  be  answered;  but  they  have  so  frequently 


been  urged,  in  Congress  and  in  the  States,  against 
almost  every  measure  proposed  or  adopted,  that 
they  have  lost  the  importance  arising  out  of  their 
naine  and  source,  and  must  stand  upon  their  own 
merits^  or,  which  is  sometimes  unfortunately  the 
case,  will  stand  upon  the  eloquence  and  abihty  of 
those  who  urge  them.  In  the  threshold,  I  might 
ask  honorable  gentlemen  whether  the  burden  of 
this  argument  is  not  thrown  upon  their  shoulders 
rather  than  ours.  We  propose  to  subject  Missouri 
to  no  other  restrictions  than,  in  1787,  was  imposed 
by  the  "  immortal''  ordinance,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has,  with  sreat  force  and  pro- 
priety, called  it,  upon  the  whole  JVorthwestem  ter- 
ritory, a  restriction  which  was  readily  and  freely 
assented  to,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  by  the  States 
of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  and  to  which  the 
unparalleled  growth  and  happy  condition  of  the 
first  ot  those  fertile  and  extensive  States  is,  in  a 
great  degree,  to  be  ascribed.  A  restriction,  then, 
the  propriety  of  which  is  strengthened  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  conduct  of  the  old  Congress  and  of  the 
new^  of  the  States  and  of  the  Union,  ought  not 
hastily  to  be  condemned  as  imconstitutional.  It 
has  oiten  been  repeated  within  doors  and  without, 
that  our  free  and  happy  Constitution,  in  which  so 
many  apparent  contradictions  and  jarring  interests 
are  reconciled  into  a  strong  and  harmonious  Fed- 
eral Grovemment,  was,  in  great  part,  the  fruit  of 
compromise.  We  have  often  been  reminded,  and 
I  shall  not  soon  forget  it,  that  the  small  States  are 
indebted  to  this  principle  of  conciliation  and  com- 
promise,  for  their  equal  suffrage  in  this  branch  of 
the  National  Legislature.  On^such  occasions,  it 
is  but  fair  and  equal  to  remind  other  gendemen 
that  the  same  friendly  and  patriotic  principle  has 
given  to  the  slaveholding  Sta^  a  representation 
upon  property  in  the  other  House,  and  that  the 
compensation  intended,  to  have  been  made  by  the 
apportionment  of  direct  taxes,  accordin^g  to  the 
same  ratio,  has.  owing  to  the  ability  or  disposition 
to  dispense  witn  such  taxes,  except  in  a  very  few 
instances,  never  been  received. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  principle  of  compronuse 
went  much  farther.  Almost  all  the  States,  and 
nearly  every  individual  in  the  Convention  consid- 
ered slavery  as  an  evil^  and  an  evil,  asL  one  of  the 
gentlemen  from  Ckorgia  has  observed,  in  the  course 
of  this  debate,  to  be  tolerated,  because  it  could  not 
be  remedied.  They  also  agreed,  that  the  traffic  in 
slaves  on  the  African  coast  was  inhuman  as  weQ 
as  impolitic,  and  ought,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  be 
suppre^ed.  There  was  still,  however,  an  unwil*- 
lingness  in  some  gentlemen,  that  Congress  should 
have  the  immediate  power  to  interdict  thb  trade. 
The  Convention,  therefore,  in  the  spirit  of  compro- 
mise, a^nreed  to  a  limitation  on  that  general  power 
which  Congress  would,  by  the  Constitution,  have 
possessed  over  the  migration  and  importaticm  of 
slaves,  and  they  insert^  in  the  9th  section,  1st  ar- 
ticle, that  "  the  migration  or  importation  of  such 
'  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 

<  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 

<  Conffress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  tax  or  du^ 
^  may  he  imposed  on  such  impo^tion,  not  exceed- 

'  ing  ten  dollars  for  each  person."    It  is  very  ob- 
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serrable  that  the  Convention  hare,  throughout  the 
Constitution,  se^ouBly  avoided  the  wor^  slaves 
and  slavery.  One  of  the  most  distinguished  mem- 
bers of  that  body  proposed  the  substitution  of  other 
words^  and  said  he  hoped  that  the  time  mi^ht  ar- 
rive, during  the  ebdstence  of  this  Consututionj 
when  slavery  would  no  longer  «xisL  and  he  wishea 
there  might  be  no  memorial  in  the  Constitution 
itsdf,  that  it  ever  had  existed.  We  have  the  evi- 
dence of  the  venerable  Mr.  Jay,  as  to  the  intention 
of  the  Convention.  There  was,  in  fact,  this  com- 
promise :  Confess  shall  have  the  power  of  pre- 
venting the  migration  and  importation  of  slaves : 
but  as  to  U^  States  then  existing,  they  shall  not 
ex^x^ise  it  till  1808.  As  to  new  States,-  their  power 
was  not  even  temporarily  restrained.  In  truth, 
there  viras  then,  as  unfortunately  there  is  not  now, 
a  universal  disposition  to  restrain  and  limit  the 
extension  of  slavery.  In  the  same  ^irit  was  con- 
ceived and  enaetea  the  ordinance  or  1787,  passed 
unanimously,  assented  to  by  all  ^e  States  con- 
cern^ and  ratified  by  the  first  Congress  under  the 
new  (Constitution.  An  ordinance^  too,  enacted 
during  the  session  of  the  Convention,  by  persons 
some  of  whom  were  members  of  both  bodies,  and 
having  an  effect  not  upon  the  spirk  merely,  but 
upon  the  frame  and  phraseology  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. In  short,  those  great  men  considered  that 
Iwncefbrth  we  had  a&pted,  as  a  ba^s,  a  fimda- 
inevtal  principle  of  our  polity,  that  domestic  da  very 
was  not  to  be  further  extended. 

On  these  grounds^  the  Ikmtation  on  the  other- 
wise unlimited  power  of  Congress  over  this  sub- 
ject was  confined  to  the  States  then  existing.  It 
was  already  prohibited  in  the  Territories  by  the 
ordinance,  and  Congress  were  not  to  be  restrained 
(X  limited  in  this  regard  by  the  temporary  limita- 
tion as  to  the  then  existing  States.  The  then  ex- 
isting Stales  were  to  do  as  they  thought  fit  till 
1808 ;  and  in  fact^~«nd  to  their  honor  be  it  said — 
the  ^naXa  number  prohibited  immediately,  and 
had  already  prohibited  both  migration  and  import- 
ation :  J)ut  as  to  the  Territories ;  as  to  new  States ; 
as  to  States  not  then  existing ;  the  power  of  Con- 
gress was  unfettered — was  supreme.  It  has  not 
been  sufficiendy  considered,  that  the  clause  under 
consideration  is  not  a  grant  of  power^  but  a  limit- 
ation of  a  power  which  existed  m  Congress  by  the 
force  of  the  express  words  of  the  Constitution,  or 
by  a  necessary  implication.  And  this  limitation 
too  we  must  bear  m  mind  was  temporal^,  and  to 
expire  in  the  short  period  of  twen^  veare.  But 
it  18  rurged  by  honcnrable  ^nUemen,  tnat,  though 
Congress  might  prohibit  importation  after  18%, 
they  could  not  prohibit  the  canying  of  slaves  from 
one  State  to  mother,  and  consequently  not  into 
new  States.  Gentiemen  who  deny  the  ordinance 
of  1787,  and  re^t  the  force  of  the  argument  de- 
rived iiora  the  various  legislatire  expositions  of 
Congress,  ought  at  least  to  agree  among  themselves 
as  to  the  meaning  of  the  won!  mifftaJbkm.  An  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Georgia  says  that  migroHon 
means  the  coming  from  a  foreign  country  by 
land,  and  that  the  meaninff  is  that  Congress  might 
prevent  the  mignatson  of  slaves  from  foreifrn  coud- 
trtci  or  cdionies  by  land,  and  the  importation  from 


abroad  by  sea.  Other  gentlemen  say  that  the  wioi4 
migrfxHtm  has  no  reference  at  all  to  slaves,  but  re- 
lates to  white  foreigners  emigrating  from  Korope. 

If)  regard  to  the  first  construction,  I  may  ask,  if 
rtUffrevtian  relates  to  slaves  coming  by  land,  why 
has  not  Congress  the  power  given  it  of  imposing 
the  duty  of  ten  dollars,  in  the  same  way  as  if  they^ 
were  brought  by  water  ?  In  fact  it  is  in  both  esae» 
an  importation,  and  the  Convention' were  in  this 
case  guilty  of  the  sin  of  tautolo^  if  this  construe- 
tion  is  correct.  In  t&e  acts  against  the  slave  trader 
importation  by  land  or  water  is  prohibited. 

The  second  construction,  which  refers  this  word - 
to  the  emigration  of  white  free  men,  is  equally^ 
inadmissible.  What  State  ever  imagined  that  Con- 
fess would  prevent  the  emigration  fVom  Europe 
into  this  country  of  white  freemen  ?  And,  if  any* 
jealousy  on  this  head  existed,  why  was  the  control- 
over  Congress  to  cease  in  1808 1  Were  they  at 
liberty  to  do  so  strange  a  thin^  m  1808.  why  w^re 
they  forbidden  to  do  ^  previous  to  that  epoch? 
There  never  Was,  there  never  could  have  been, 
any  fear  on  this  head ;  por  was  there  any  inten- 
tion to  limit  the  general  snperintending  power  of 
Congress  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  with  for- 
eign nations,  or  the  (laturalizalion  of  aliens ;  or,  if 
there  was  such  a  fear,  or  such  an  intention,  the 
grmind  of  the  one, and  the  reason  of  the  other 
would  extend  far  beyond  the  year  1808.  Applying 
these  terms  as  they  wore  intended  to  be  ammed — 
that  is,  to  slaves— -and  we  have  a'  key  to  the  con- 
struction, an  explanation  of  the  reaison  of  this  lim- 
itation of  the  power  of  Congress,  censistmt  vntfa- 
what  I  have  stated  to  have  b^  the  general  intoit 
of  the  Convention,  which  was  to  restrain  and  cir- 
cumscribe slavery.  Two  of  the  Southern  States 
would  not  agree  to  the  immediate  prohibitioir 
eitiier  of  importation  or  migration,  and  tiie  elauae 
therefore  was  the  fruit  of  a  compromise.  A  power 
which'  two  States  were  apprehensive  might  be 
exercised  to  their  injttry  was  to  be  suspended  untilf 
18fi8.  In  addition  to  the  fair  import  of  the  Con- 
stitution itself,  and  to  the  evidence  derived  from 
the  ordinance  of  1787%  and  the  history  of  the  times, 
we  have  a  decided  legi^ative  exposition  of  the 
meaning  of  the  new  word  fni^ration,  and  the  con- 
finement of  the  restriction  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress within  the  old  States,  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Executive  and  Legislature  after  the  acquisition  of 
Louisiana,  in  1803. 

Under  the  aflministration  of  Mr.  Jefi^rson,  when 
Mr.  Madison,  a  member  of  the  Convention,  wn% 
Secretary  of  State,  Congress  passed  an  act,  Mafch 
26,  1804,  (vol.  3,  p.  603,)  for  erecting  Louisiana 
into  two  Territories,  one  of  which  was  called  Or- 
leans ;  and  in  regard  to  Orleans  there  were  enacted, 
and  withbttt  (so  far  as  we  know)  any  opposition, 
important  restrictions  upon  the  in^oduction  of 
slaves.  Congress  not  only  interdicted  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  from  abroad,  but  they  expressly 
forbad  the  introduction  of  any  slaves  from  the  old 
States,  which  had  bec^i  imported  after  May,  1798f 
and  also  the  introduction  of  slaves,  directly  or 
indirectly,  except  by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
removing  into  the  Territory  for  actual  settlement^ 
and  being  at  the  time  of  such '  removal  bona  fide 
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owner  of  such  slave  or  stares ;  otherwise,  the  slave 
to  be  restored  to  his  freedom.  The  residite  of  the 
old  provmoe  of  LfOakiana  was  placed  under  the 
jarsBdictioB  of  the  Governor  and  other  anthorities 
of  In^iaaa,  where,  hy  the  ordiiianee  of  1787, 
slavery  was  already  prohibited.  Here  then  we 
have,  upon  a  most  important  occasion,  a  legisla- 
tive ooBStnictk)&  of  me  Constitntion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  migration,  and  also  on  the  power  of  Con- 
msB  over  Territories,  so  far  forth  as  rdates  to 
davery ;  and  it  is  also,  as  I  shall  have  occasion  to 
sftow,  a  comfiientary  upon  the  treaty  of  cession  of 
the  provittce  of  Lomstana. 

Indeed,  Mr.  President,  if  we  look  through  all  the 
acts  of  cessicm  and  acts  tor  admitting  new  States — 
fiooa  the  admission  of  Kentucky,  Fepruar^i,  1791, 
to  the  admission  of  Alabama  at  this  session — ^we 
^a11  &id  a  continual  refkence  to  and  aeknowl- 
edgment  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  a  recogni- 
titm  of  the  power  in  Congress,  and  a  constant 
excicise  of  it  too,  of  imposing  such  restrictions  on 
the  new  States,  not  inconnstent  with  their  perfect 
eqvality  in  federal  rights,  as  were  necessary  fbr 
the  seemity  of  the  rights  and  property  and  suprem- 
Mty  of  the  Federal  Government ;  and  of  those 
pmieiples  (among  which  was  the  prevention  of  the 
rar^ier  spread  of  slavery)  which  were  and  are  and 
always  must  be  the  vital  and  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  ^le  Federal  Union.  Thus,  in  the  acts  for 
adnusmoii  of  Tennessee,  April  2, 1790,  and  May 
^  1797,  Plough  a  part  of  an  old  State,  there  is 
no  other  reserre  on  me  part  of  North  Carolina,  as 
to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  than  this:  <<That  no 
Fegniation,  to  be  made  by  Congress,  should  tend 
to  emancipate  slaves."  At  that  time,  there  was  a 
general  consent  and  understanding  that  this  pesti- 
UBee  of  slavery  was  not  to  be  further  disused. 
But  the  times  are  changed,  and  we  are  changed 
with  them. 

I  was  prepared,  Mr.  President,  to  have  gone 
difOQgh  the  several  acts  for  the  admisMon  of  new 
Stales,  and  to  have  shown  what  a  variety  of  re- 
strictions and  conditions  it  has  been  found  neces- 
snry,  for  the  security  of  the  property  and  rights  of 
the  Union,  to  impose  upon  these  admissions ;  but 
the  very  detailed  statements  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennmvania.  (Mr.  Roberto,)  and  the  gendeman 
from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  MoaaiL,)  render  it 
unnecessary.  These  restrictions  and  conditions 
do  not  denote  from  the  perfect  federal  equality 
of  those  States,  and  derive  their  binding  force  not 
only  from  the  acts  of  Congress,  but  from  the  ex- 
press consent  of  the  good  people  of  those  States, 
given  by  their  conventions. 

Mr.  President,  ^tlemen  attAnpt  to  alarm  our 
fears  by  calling  mis  motion  an  infringement  of  the 
independence  and  soyeretffnty  of  the  individual 
States,  r  know  very  well  the  magical  force  of 
certain  words,  and  that,  though  they  may  not  be 
potent  to  call  up  spirits  from  the  vasty  deep,  they 
are  sufficiently  so  to  alarm  prejudice  and  excite 
onr  jealousy.  But  afler  all,  sir,  in  what  does  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States  consist?  They  surely 
cannot  make  war,  or  peace,  or  alliances,  or  raise 
armies,  or  build  navies,  or  make  any  thing  but 
gold  and  sflf  er  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  or 


impair  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  regulate 
trade;  in  short,  they  can  hardly  do  any  one  of 
those  things  which  sovereign  princes,  or  empe- 
rors, or  republics  may  do,  and  which  Congress 
may  do.  It  is  clear,  then,  notwithstanding  the 
majesty  of  these  words,  that  the  States  are  limited 
sovereignties,  and  that  the  supremacy  is  vested  by 
the  people  of  these  United  States  in  the  Federal 
Government. 

So  far  as  the  people  and  the  States  have  dele- 
gated their  powers  to  the  Federal  Government 
me  several  States  are  restrained  and  limited,  and 
must  act  in  subordination  to  the  general  will,  that 
is  to  say^  the  federal  will.  This  general  or  foderal 
will,  or  power,  is  to  be  exercised  under,  and  is  cir- 
cumscribed by,  the  federal  Constitution.  It  is  no 
argument  then  to  say,  that  the  power  to  admit 
domestic  slavery  in  a  new  State  is  a  power  neces- 
sarily belonging  to  an  independent  sovereignty, 
and  therefore  essential  to  a  State.  We  are  still 
brought  back  to  the  first  question — ^Bas  not  Con- 
gress power,  by  the  Constitution,  to  prohibit  the 
migration  and  importation  of  slaves  into  a  State 
not  existing  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution  i 
and  had  mey  not  power  to  do  this  even  before 
1803?  If  these  questions  are  answered  in  the 
affirmative,  and  if  migration  and  importation  in- 
clude all  the  modes  in  which  slaves  could  be 
brought  into  a  territory  or  new  State,  then  have 
we  a  right  to  hold  out  to  Missouri  this  restriction, 
as  contemplated  in  the  amendment,  and  which 
affects  no  vested  right  whatever,  as  a  condition  on 
which  they  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union.  If 
they  reject  the  terms  they  remain  a  territory. 

Congress  may  admit  new  States,  but  are  not 
obliged  to  admit  them.  If  Missouri  accepts  these 
terms,  for  there  are  various  terms  and  conditions 
in  the  Mil  reported,  besides  the  one  proposed  in 
this  amendment,  she  is  bound,  by  the  compact,  by 
the  Constitution,  in  the  same  manner  as  Ohio  is 
bound,  and  can  no  more  complain  of  initistiee  or 
oppression  than  Ohio  can.  I  might  eniara;e.  sir, 
upon  this  idea,  but  as  my  honorable  friend  ilrom 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mbllen)  has  so  ably  and 
clearly  vindicated  and  supported  this  {proposition, 
I  shall  not  detain  you  by  a  further  ilrastration 
of  it 

In  opposition  to  the  amendment  now  under  con- 
sideration, it  has  been  urged  that  the  adoption  of 
it  Would  place  the  States  Upon  a  footing  of  ine^ 
quality,  and  the  honorable  gentleman  from  G^eor- 
gia  (Mr.  Elliot)  has  said,  with  great  force  and 
elegance,  and  has  supported  the  proposition  by  a 
reference  to  the  history  of  various  conf^eracies, 
ancient  and  modem,  that  inequality  among  the 
members  of  a  Confed^acy,  has  always  proved  a 
source  of  jealousy  and  dissension,  and,  m  many 
cases,  of  mssolution  and  ruin.  But,  sir,  the  ine- 
oualities  to  which  he  alluded  were  inequalities  in 
rederal  rights.  In  regard  to  such  rights,  can  it  be 
pietended  that  Missouri  will  be  on  a  footing  of 
inferiority  jdfter  her  admission  ?  Will  she  not 
have  her  Senators,'  her  Representative,  her  Elec- 
tors, by  the  same  rules  as  other  States?  Must  not 
all  the  regulations  of  her  commerce,  all  her  rela- 
tions to  the  Union,  and  to  other  mates,  be  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


215 


HISTORY  OP  0ONGRBS8. 


21d 


Senate. 


Aimi89iom  of  Maim  and  Mksowri. 


JANUARY,  1820. 


same  as  those  of  Ohio  or  Vermont  ?  Will  she  not, 
according  to  her  population,  have  the  same  power 
and  weight  as  other  States  ?  It  were  to  be  wished 
that  a  greater -absolute  equality  existed  among  the 
States  as  to  extent,  wealth,  and  population;  but 
these  inequalities  are  not  of  the  sort  which  have 
endangered  or  destroyed  other  federal  leagues.  In 
regard  to  the  navigation  of  rivers  and  other  sub- 
jects, there  is  already  an  inequality,  and,  from  the 
nature  of  things,  must  be,  among  tne  States.  Lou- 
isiana has,  by  compact,  renounced  any  rijB;ht  to 
impose  tolls  upon  the  passage  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  other  navigable  rivers.  Pennsylvania  ana 
New  Jersey  have  renounced  none  of  their  rights 
over  the  river  Delaware,  nor  has,  New  York  re- 
nounced hers  over  the  Hudson.  Louisiana,  more- 
over, has  agreed '  to  establish  the  right  of  habeas 
corpus,  of  trial  by  jury  in  criminal  cases,  and  to 
keep  her  records  in  the  English  language.  In  fact 
she  has  a^eed  to  exchange  to  a  certain  extent, 
the  princi]^e8  of  the  civil  or  Roman  law  for  those 
of  the  common  law.  In  some<of  the  ^tates  the 
trial  by  jury  does  not  exist  in  all  criminal  cases, 
especially  in  minor  offences;  and,  in  one  State,, 
the  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  stands,  not 
ujpon  a  written  .Constitution,  but'  upon  a  legisla- 
tive act.  No  one  will,  on  these  accounts,  petend 
that  th«re  is  any  inferiority  in  the  federal  rights  of 
Louisiana  to  the  rights  of  any  other  State. 

I  will  now  proc^  to  consider  the  arguments 
against  the  amendment,  derived  f^om  the  treaty  of 
cession  of  Louisiana.    The  treaty  provides,  "  that 

*  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  shall  be  incorpo- 
'  rated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
'  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accojrding  to  the  prin- 
'  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoy- 
<  ment  of  all  rights,  advamtaffes,  and  immumties 
^  of  citizens  of  the  United  states ;  and  in  the 
^  meantime  they  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 

*  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their,  liberty,  property, 
^  and  the  religion  which  they  profess.''  If  this 
treaty  takes  away  the  power  to  prohibit  the  further 
introduction  of  slavery,  from  the  governing  au- 
thority of  this  country,  whatever  that  authority 
may  oe,  Congress  cannot  prohibit  it  while  the 
country  is  in  a  territorial  condition,  nor  can  the 
State  itself,  when  formed,  prohibit  it.  The  true 
meaning  of  the  clause  must  be,  that  the  inhabitants 
shall  be  put  on  the  same  footing  as  other  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  as  to  their  political,  rights, 
and  to  the  same  extent  as  if  native-bom,  and  the 
provision  extends  only  to  those  who  were  inhabit- 
ants, and  is  the  common  provision  when  territory 
is  ceded  either  after  a  conquest,  or  otherwise :  and 
cannot  refer  to  persons  already  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  buy  land  and  remove  thither ; 
such  require  no  aid  from  the  treaty.  Neither  can 
it  extei^d  to  foreigners  removing  into  the  territory, 
after  the  cession ;  they  must  be  governed,  and  their 
rights  detenoined.  not  by  the  trea^,  but  by  the 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.  The 
words,  <<  in  the  meantime,"  signify  from  the  date 
of  the  treaty,  to  the  period  when  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  could  not  be  extended  over  the 
country,  and  indeed  at  all  times  thev  were  to  be 
protected,  as  they  have  been,  and  will  be,  in  their 


liberty,  property,  and  religion.  .  If  the  word  i»op- 
erty  does,  by  the  force  of  the  terms,  include  slavesy 
(though  for  the  greater  caution  we  have,  in  our 
treaties  with  England,  usually  preferred  the  phrase, 
slaves  and  other  property,)  the  proposed  amend- 
ment affects  not  that  property.  It  simdy  inhibits 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery.  wMle  the 
territory  is  under  the  ffovernment  of  Con^eis,  as 
wcdl  as  after  it  shall  /become  a  State,  this  prop- 
^ty.  like  aU  other,  must  be  regulated  by  the  laws 
of  tne  land.  Congress  ccm  control  and  regulate 
the  descent  of  estates,  abolish  the  right  of  primogeni- 
ture, prohilnt  entails,  and  exercise  such  other  power 
over  these  subjects,  as  the  State  can  exercise  when 
established. 

The  w^ole  of  this  objection,  however,  assumes 
the  question  in  dispute.  They  are  to  be  admit- 
ted according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  and  we  are  thus  again  brought  back  to 
the  first  (jtuestion,  whether  Uongress  can  impose 
this  condition  on  the  admission  of  a  State.  Ii,  by 
the  Constitution,  "  Congress  have  power  to  dis- 
'  pose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regula- 
^  tions  respecting,  the  territory  and  other  p^peity 
<  bdonging  to  the  United  States,"  and  might,  as 
has  been  I  tliink  established,  prevent  migration 
and  importation  into  the  territories  and  new  States 
even  befbr^  1808,  and  if  the  treaty  diminishes  this 
poiver,  then  the  treaty  is  contrary  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  in  that  article  void.  Congress  itself  can- 
not, and  surely  the  President  and  Senate  cannot, 
make  a  tr^ty  f6r  acquiring  a  foreign  territory  upon 
terms  which  the  Constitution  does  not  autnonze. 
It  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  it  was  competent 
to  acquire  upon  any  terms  a  country  not  within 
the  limits  ot  the  United  States,  unless  by  the  con- 
sent of  all  the  States,  or  by  an  amendment  of  the 
Constitution.  I  have  no  disposition,  sir,  to  disturb 
what  is  settled,  and  will  admit  that  a  foreign -ter- 
ritory might  be  conquered  or  purchased,  but  when 
it  has  become  ours  by  conquest  or  purchase  it  must 
be  governed  under  the  Constitution.  If  we  have 
stipulated  to  do  for  these  inhabitants  more  than 
the  Constitution  authorized  the  President  and 
Senate  to  stipulate  for,  we  must .  make  reparation 
if  we  violate  the  contract  to  the  other  party,  now 
a  private  man,  no  longer  a  sovereign  but  a  pris- 
oner. But  if  we  are  to  make  reparation  to  Spain, 
who,  and  not  the  French  Emperor,  was  the  real 
owner  of  the  country,  or  to  the  inhabitants,  still 
they  ought  to  show  some  injury  or  loss ;  and  what 
pretence  can  be  set  up  for  either  injury  or  loss, 
when  we  are  ready  to  admit  them  on  similar 
terms  with  those  on  which  those  great  and  fertile 
States  Ohio,  Indiana,  cmd  Illinois,  were  admitted  7 
Congress,  then,  after  naving  acquired  the  province, 
either  by  conquest  or  purchase,  are  to  govern 
it  under  the  Constitution  and  tne  laws,  as  they 
govern  other  territories ;  they  seem  indeed  to  have 
a  more  complete  sovereignty  over  this  than  over 
a  territory  qeded  by  the  old  States,  for  this  was 
acquired  not  by  cession  of  an  old  State,  in  which 
case  it  might  stand  in  the  relation  of  an  old  State, 
but  was  acquired  by  cession  from  a  stranger ;  it, 
therefore,  belongs  to  the  United  States  in  their 
federal  and  sovereign  character,  and  was  not  in 
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the  contemplation  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  idien  the  Constitution  was  formed.  It 
would  follow,  then,  that  though  they  are  to  be 
Wmitted  into  the  IJnion  upon  an  equality  as  to 
federal  rights,  jet  that  Confess  have  a  nght  to 
impose  conditions  upon  ^eir  admission,  not  in- 
consistent with  that  federal  equality.  We  may 
add  Uy  this,  that  the  United  States  are  the  owners 
of  all  the  ungranted  lands,  and,  as  lords  of  the 
soil,  have  a  right  to  secure  their  property  and  pre- 
▼ent  the  depreciation  of  its  value. 

With  a  few  retnarks  upon  the  rery  difficult  and 
duigeroos  sabject  of  expediency,  I  shall  be  satis- 
fed  to  leave  the  question  to  the  discussion  of  the 
able  gentlemen  who  follow  me.'  This  field  is 
almost  bouncfless.  Which  ever  way  we  turn  our 
eyes,  we  are  struck  with  new  evidences  of  its  ex- 
tent and  importance.  The  question  is  no  less  than 
this,:  whethMer"  the  unexplored  and  almost  inter- 
minaUe  regions  beyond  the  Mississippi  are  here* 
after  to  be  filled  with  a  race  of  free  white  men,  or 
whether  they  are  to  be  cultivated  by  slaves,  and 
hbckened  with  their  continually  increasing  pro- 
^[eny  ?  I  am  not  only  averse  to  a  slave  popida- 
tioo,  hot  also  to  any  population  composed  oiblacks, 
and  of  the  infinite  and  motley  connision  of  colors 
between  the  Uaek  and  the  white.  And  yet  to  such 
a  population  do  we  inevitably  doom  this  territory, 
if  this  restriction  is  to  be  rejected. 

We  also,  Mr.  President,  violate  the  true  sptirit 
and  intention  of  that  compromise  in  the  Constitu- 
tion by  which  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  are  to  be 
indnded  in  the  apportionment  of  Representatives. 
Th^  was  agreed  to,  to  satisfy  the  men  existing 
slaveholding  States ;  but  it  could  not  have  been 
in  the  contemplation  of  any  man,  at  that  time,  that 
the  number  ot  such  States  was  ever  to  be  increased 
by  the  acquisition  of  territory.  The  new  States 
which  the  Constitution  had  in  prospect  were  such 
as  might  be  made  out  of  old  States,  and  such  as 
had  b«en  agreed  to  be  formed  in  the  country  north- 
west of  the  Ohio ;  and,  in  these  latter,  slavery  w^ 
already  prohibited,  by  the  celebrated  ordinance  of 
1787.  U  we  now  introduce  new  slaveholding 
States,  we  increase  the  slave  representation  far  be- 
jond  the  number  originally  contaolplated  as  pos- 
sible; and,  in  fact,  tim  increase  operates  to  the  in- 
jury of  all  the  old  States,  whether  slaveholdin^g  or 
non-^veh<4ding.  The  equivalent  for  this  princi- 
ple, supposed  to  exist  in  the  princif^e  of  direct  tax- 
ation, is  already  nearly  nominal,  since  no  direct 
taxes  are  imposed ;  and  if  we  proceed  far,  as  we 
are  going  on,  in  a  short  period  the  slave  represen- 
tation mmt  have  a  very  controlling  influaice  in 
oar  Government.  It  is  surely  an  on^al  radical 
principle  of  this  Union,  that  the  majority  of  free 
citizens,  or  their  representatives,  are  to  rule  the 
country. 

Mr.  Fresident,  one  of  the  most  prevailing  motives 
by  which  I  have  been  actuated  to  a  steady  perse- 
verance in  the  endeavor  to  interdict  the  further  in- 
troduction of  slavery  into  Missouri,  is  a  deliberate 
conviction  that  unless  this  endeavor  succeeds,  we 
can  never  put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade.  The  in- 
ternal slave  trade  for  the  supply  of  the  new  State, 
from  the  superabundance  or  the  old,  will  certainly 


acquire  new  activity ;  but  not  only  will  that  trade, 
one  of  the  most  odious  of  all  the  odious  species  of 
that  execrable  traffic,  be  extended,  we  shall  find 
that  the  foreign  trade  will  also  be  enlarfi^ed.  The 
cupidity  and  avarice  of  mankind  will  find  out  chan- 
nels through  which  the  miseraUe  Africans  can  be 
smuggled  mto  the  country.  It  had  been  remarked, 
thatj  of  all  luggage,  man  is  the  most  difficult  and 
ex|>ensive  to  transport :  but  this,  though  true  of 
civilized^  free  men,  with  their'  property  and  com- 
forts, their  wives  and  families,  is  not  true  of  young 
robust  slaves,  who  march  on  foot,  and  are  their 
own,  or  rather  their  masters'  pack-horses.  These 
unfortunate  bipeds  will  be  brought  through -the 

Provinces  of  Santa  Fe  or  New  Mexico ;  they  will 
e  dispersed  through  the  frontiers,  where  there  are 
few  officers,  and  where  the  vigilance  of  the  few 
will  be  lulled  to  sleep  by  the  interests  and  prqudi- 
ees  of  their  nei^bors.  All  our  efforts,  all  the  ef- 
forts of  the  philanthropists  of  Europe,  will  be  daily 
counteract^  by  the  eflfect  of  our  own  institutions 
and  laws.  We  have  been  told  that  this  restriction 
will  "  pen  up"  slavery  in  the  old  States,  and  that, 
if  we  believe  slavery  to  be  so  great  an  evil,  we 
ought  to  consent  to  mitigate  it  by  difiusion.  Mr. 
President,  the  evil  may  thus  be  extiended,  but  it  can- 
not thus  be  cured.  The  time  must  one  day  arrive 
when,  however  extensive  are  the  slave  countries, 
they  will  all'be  too  full.  We  may  avert  the  most 
fatal  calamities  by  limiting  slavery  within  its  pre- 
sent bounds,  but,  if  extended  muoh  beyond  them, 
the  consequences  may  defy  all  human  {lower. 

It  is  urged,  also,  that,  bj  this  restriction,  the 
Southern  planter  cannot  mi|;rate  to  the  Missouri, 
because  he  cannot  carry  with  him  his  slaves,  a 
part  of  his  family.  Sir,  if  there  were  no  other 
evils»  to  be  apprehended  than  such  as  might  arise 
from  these  migrations,  I  should  feel  but  little  anxi- 
ety on  this  subject.  I  know  well  the  difference  be- 
tween that  master  whose  slaves  are  a  part  of  his 
patrimony,  who  inherits  them  with  hu  paternal 
acres,  who  has  shared  with  them  his  boyish  sports, 
and  who  considers  them,  not  ^  as  the  toob  and  in- 
struments of  hard  labor,  Imt  as  humble  dependants 
and  friends,  and  that  hard  task-master  wno  works 
these  wretched  beings  to  the  extent  of  their  strength, 
and  calculates  &e  per  centa^  on  their  cost  The 
government  of  these  hereditary  masters  is  mild, 
and.  in  its  character,  patriarchal.  Of  sucIl  (ana 
we  have  evidence  ot  it  in  this  honoraUe  House,) 
consists  the  body  of  landhc^ders  in  the  long-settled 
States.  But,  sir,  we  are  to  expect,  in  new  coun- 
tries, no  very  large  proportion  or  such  citizens. 
Some  such  will,  no  doubt,  migrate  with  their  fam- 
ilies ;  but  the  mater  numb^  of  slaves,  in  new 
countries,  will  be  connected  with  their  master  by 
no  other  tie  than  that  heartless  one  of  bargain  and 
sale.  We  ou^ht  not,  then,  to  imagine  the  same 
scenes  in  newly  cleared  plantations,  where  all  are 
strangers,  as  we  may  imagine,  and  know,  in  the 
old  ]^antationS  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  of 
which  the  greater  part  of  the  laborers  are  natives. 
Siij  I  should  contradict  my  own  experience,  in 
this  House,  and  in  private  life,  were  1  to  affix  to 
those  who  hold  slaves  the  general  charge  of  cru- 
dty,  or,  even,  in^fference  to  the  rights  of  men.    I 
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have  oitiea  been  eagaged  in  tbe  discussioii,  in  the 
Senate,  of  the  best  means  of  preventing  the  Afri- 1 
ciui  slave  trade,  and  have  always  found  the  gen- 
tkmen  of  the  Soath  and  West  ready,  ze^ous,  and 
OQf  dial  in  their  eo-operation.  Most  of  these  gen- 
tlemen consider  slavery,  as  it  uq/w  exists  in  our 
country,  as  an  evil,  and  so  considering  it,  i  would 
'  appeal  to  their  good  seine,  aQd  to  their  good  feel- 
ings, whether  th^  ought  not  to  unite  zealously  in 
every  measure  wnich  is  calculated  to  prevent  its 
extension.  Diffusing  it  over  Missouri  will  not  les- 
sen it  in  their  3tates ;  the  evil,  as  all  our  statistical 
tables  abundimtly  prove,  will  increase,  and  mav« 
attest,  swell  to  a  size  and  a  strength  which  will 
despise  and  deride  all  attempts  at  control  or  regu-^ 
latioA. 

Mr.  Macon,  of- North  Carolina,  said  he  amed 
in  opinion  with  the  gentlemen  who  had  decmred 
this  to  be  the  greatest  questi<m  ever  debased  in  the 
Scaate,  aiid  mat  it  ought  to  be  discussed  in  the 
most  cahn  and  cool  manner ;  without  attempting 
to  ejKite  p^ission  or  pr^udice.  It  was,  however, 
to  bejegretled,  that,  whue  some  of  those  who  sup- 
ported tbe  motion  were  quite  calm  and  cool,  they 
vmd  a  good  mahy  hard  words,  which  had  no  ten- 
dency to  continue  the  ffood  hwnor  which  they  re- 
commended. He  would  cndeavcnr  to  follow  their 
advice,  but  must  be  pardoned  for  not  following 
their  example,  in  the  use  of  hard  words.  If,  how- 
ever, one  should  escape  him,  it  would  be  contrary 
to  his  intention,  and  an  act  of  indiscretion,  not  of 
design  ,<»r  premeditation.  He  hoped  to  examine 
the  sul^ect  with  great  meekness  and  humility. 

,  The  debate  had  brou^t  f(Mreibly  to  his  recollec- 
tion the  anxiety  of  t|ie  best  j^atriots  of  the  nation, 
whan  the  present  Constitution  was  examined  by 
the  State  conventions  which  adopted  it.  The  pub- 
lic mind  was  then  greatly  excited,  and  men  in 
whom  the  people  properly  placed  the  utmost  con- 
fidence were  divided.  There  was  then  no  whi^r 
about  disunion)  for  every  one  considered  the  Umon 
as  absolutely  necessary  for  the  good  of  all.  But, 
to  day,  we  have  been  told,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  Lowrie,)  that  he 
would  prefer  disunion^  rather  than  steves  should  be 
carried  west  of  the  Bfiississij^i.  Age,  Mr.  M.  said, 
may  have  rendered  him  timid,  or  e^ication  may 
have  prevailed  on  him  to  attach  ^eater  hlessinj§[s 
t4>  tbe  Union  and  the  Constitution  than  they  (fe- 
serve.  If  this  be  the  ease;  and  it  be  an  error,  it 
^  was  one  he  had  no  desire  to  be  free  from«  even 
after  what  he  heard  in  this  debate.  Get  clear  of 
this  Union  and  this  Constitution,  and  it  will  be 
found  vastly  more  difficult  to  unite  again  and  form 
another^  ^n  it  was  to  form  this.  There  were  no 
parties  m  the  cotmtry  at  the  time  it  was  formed ; 
not  even  upon  this  question.  The  men  who  car- 
ried the  nation  through  the  Revolution  were  alive, 
and  members  of  the  Convention.  Washington 
was  at  their  head.  Have  we  a  Washington  now  ? 
No.  Is  there  one  in  the  nation  to  fill  his  place? 
No.  His  like,  if  ever,  has  be^i  rarely  seen ;  nor 
can  we,  rationally,  expect  another  in  our  day.  Let 
us  .not  speak  of  disunion,  as  an  easy  thing.  If  ever 
it  shall,  unfortunately,  come,  it  will  brinff  evUs 
enough  for  the  best  men  toeneooater  ^  and  aU  good 


men,  in  every  nation,  lovers  of  freedom,  will  la- 
ment it.  Thi$  Constitution  is  now  as  pauch  an 
experiment  as  it  was  in  the  year  1789.  It  went 
into  (operation  about  the  time  the  French  levoAn- 
tion  commenced.  The  wars  which  grew  out  of 
that,  and  the  difficultice  and  perplexities  which  we 
had  to  encounter,  in  consequence  of  the  improper 
acts  of  bdlig^eats,  k^t  the  people  eonstanllr  at- 
tached to  the  Government  It  has  stood  wett  tbe 
trial  of  trouble  and  of  war,  and  answered,  m  thoae 
times,  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  formed  and 
adopM ;  but  now  is  to  be  ^ied,.in  time  of  nni- 
vmsal  peate,  whether  a  gpvemment  within  a.ger- 
ernvient,  can  sustain  itsdf  and  preserre  the  lib- 
erty of  the  citizen.  When  we  are  told,  disnnkm, 
ratner  than  slaves  be  carried  over  the  Missismpiii ! 
it  oueht  not  to  be  forgotten  that  the  union  of  the 
people  and  the  Confedccation  carried  us  through 
the  Revohitionary  war— ^  war  of  "which  no  man 
can  vnfth  to  see  the  like  again  in  this  coantry — hmt^ 
as  sood  as  peace  came,  it  was  fcimd  to  he  en^Bcly 
Wifit  for  it ;  so  unfit,  tluit  it  was  given  un  iot.w 
present  Constitution.  Dtfs^oy  it,  and  wWt  megr 
be  the  condition  of  the  country,  no  -man,  not  the 
mo9t  sagacious,  can  even  imagine.  It  will  sunfar 
b<i  much  woiae  than  it  was  betofe  it  was  adopMn, 
and  that  must  be  well  remembered. 

The  amendment  is  calcutettd  to  ]m)diioe  gcD- 
graphical  parties ;  or  why  admonish  us  to  discuss  it 
witn  moderation  and  good  temper?  No  man  who 
has  witnessed  the  effect  of  parties  neariy  geogra* 
^hical,  ctti  wish  to  see  them  revived.  Their  aata 
tormerly  i»oduced  uneasiness,  to  say  the  least  9f 
them,  to  good  men  of  every  party.  General  Wash- 
ington has  warned  us  against  them ;  but  he  is  now 
dead,  and  his  advice  may  soon  be  foigott^ ;  fom. 
geographical  parties,  and  it  will  be  neglected.  la- 
stead  of  fonmnff  sectional  parties,  it  wcnild  be  mote 
patriotic  to  do  mem  away.  But  party  and  patri- 
otism are  not  always  the  aune.  Town  meetings 
and  resolutions  to  inflame  one  part  of  the  natiovi 
agamstanothcjrcan  never  benefit  the  pec^e^  thoHi^ 
they  may  gratify  an  individual.  A  majority  of 
them  want  things  right  Leave  them  to  form  tneir 
own  q>inions,  without  the  aid  of  inflammatory 
speeches  at  town  meetings,  and  they  will  always 
form  them  correctlv.  What  interest  or  motive  can 
the  good  people  or  one  part  of  the  couBtor  have 
for  meetinff  and  endeavoring  to  ioiitate  taose  ef 
anotho'?  No  town  meeting  was  necessary  to  in- 
form or  inflame  the  public  mind  against  the  law 
Siving  members  of  Congress  a  salary  instead  of  a 
ally  allowance.  The  peo^e  formed  their  own 
^opinions.  disapproved  it,  ana  it  was  repealed.  80 
they  will  always  act,  if  left  to  themselves.  Let 
not  parties,  formed  at  home  for  State  purposes,  be 
brought  into  Congress,  to  disturb  and  distract  the 
Union.  The  General  Gk)vernment  hitherto  has 
been  productive  enough  of  them,  to  satisfy  those 
who  most  delight  in  them,  that  they  are  ncyt  likely 
to  be  long  wanted  in  it  Enough,  and  more  than 
enough,  has  been  produced,  by  Uie  difficulty  of  de- 
ciding what  is  and  what  is  not  within  the  limits 
of  the  Constitution.  And,  at  this  moment,  we  have 
difficulties  enough  to  scuffle  with,  without  adding 
the  present  question.  Thediqwite  between  the  Bank 
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of  the  United  States  and  tho«eof  the  States;  the 
want  of  money  by  the  G^yeminent,  the  peojde  not 
in  a  condition  to  increase  the  taxes,  because  more 
indebted  at  home  than  they  ever  wefe^  and  the 
dispute  with  Spain,  nught  senre  for  this  session. 
But  the  beginners  of  these  town  meetings  may  be 
Uke  the  beginners  of  the  addresses  of  oid — ^want 
oflfice.  If  mis  should  be  the  case,  the  Goyemment 
is  too  poor  to  gratify  them.  It  is  more  easy  to  in- 
flueni^e  the  pahlic  mind,  than  to  quiet  it.when  in- 
flamed. A  c)u)d  may  set  the  woods  on  fire,  but  it 
^reqfaiies  great  exertions  to  extinguish  it.  This 
aow  F€xy  greiit  question  was  but  a  spark  at  the 
Iftstaession. 

All  the  States  now  have  equal  rights,  and  ail 
are  content.    Deprive  one  of  the  least  hgnt  which 
it  now  enjoys  in  common  with  the  othm,  ijmd.it 
will  no  kmger  be  contept.  So,  if  Goremment  had 
an  urJirailen  power  to  put  wbatcy«r  conditions  it 
i^eased  on  the  admission  of  a  new  State  intoihe 
UniM^a  State  admitted  with  a  condition  unknown 
to  die  others  would  not  be  content,  no  matt«  what 
m^ght  be  thAcharacter  of  ^conditiop,  eren  though 
^it  was,  not  to  steal  or  commit  murdtr.    The  dif- 
&Knce  in  the  terms  of  admission  would  not  be 
aocqitahle.    All  the  new  States  have  the  same 
ri^^  that  the  old  haye  -,  and  why  make  Missouri 
an  exertion?    She  has  not  dooe.a  single  act  to 
deserve  it ;  and  why  depart,  in  her  case,  from  the 
great  American  princij^  that  the  people  can  gov- 
ern themselves  ?    No  r^aspn  ha^s  been  assigned  for 
the  attempt  at  the  departure,  nor  can  one  be  a^ 
ai^ed  which  would  not  apply  as  strong  to  Lou- 
isiana.   In  every  free  country  that  ever  existed, 
the  £xst  violations  of  the  principle&of  the  Govern- 
ment were  indirect,  and  not  well  understood,  or 
sopported  with  great  zeid,  bv  a  part  of  the  pec^e. 
All  the  coan1?y  west  of  tne  Mississi]^  was  ac- 
quired by  the  same  treaty,  and  on  the  same  terms, 
and  the  people  in  every  part  have  the  same  rights : 
but,  if  me  amendment  be  adopted,  Missouri  will 
not  have  the  samerigbts  which  Louisiana  now  en- 
unrs.    She  has  been  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
liui  sister,  but  her  twin  sister  Missouri,  under  the 
proposed  amendment,  is  to  be  Emitted  as  a  sister 
of  a  half-blood>  or  rather  as  a  step-daugher,  under 
an  uniust  step-mother :  fot  what  1    Because  she, 
as  weU  as  Louisiana,  performed  well  her  part 
during  the  late  .war ;  and  because  she  has  never 
^ven  the  General  Qovemmentany  trouble.    The 
operation  of  the  amendment  is  unjust  as  it  relates 
to  the  people  who  have  moved  there  from  the  other 
States.    They  carried  with  them  the  property 
which  was  common  in  the  States  they  left,  secured 
$o  them  by  the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  as  by  the  treaty.    There  they 
purchased  public  lands  and  settled  with  their  slaves, 
without  a  single  objection  to  their  owning  and 
carrying  them  ^  but  now,  unfortunately  for.  them, 
it  is  discovered  that  they  ought  not  to  have  been 
perautted  to  have  carried  a  single  one.    What  a 
pity  it  is  the  discovery  had  not  heen  made  before 
they  sold  their  land  in  the  old  States  and  moved. 
They  must  now  sell  their  land  and  move  again, 
or  sdl  their  slaves  which  they  have  raisecL  or  have 
^em  taken  fh>m  them,  and  this  after  they  have 


be»i  at  the  trouble  and  expense  of  building  houses 
and  clearing  plantations  in  the  new  country ;  not, 
it  seems,  for  themselv^  and  children,  but  for  those 
who  are  considered  a  better  people*  The  country 
was  bouffht  with  the  money  of  all,  slavchc^ders  as 
well  as  mose  who  are  not  so ;  and  every  oneimew, 
when  he  bought  land  and  moved  with  his  proper- 
ty, he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do  so.  And  no  one* 
tjll  last  session,  ever  said  to  the  contrary,  or  moved 
the  restru;tion  about  slaves.  The  objept,  now 
avowed,  u  tojpen  up  the  slaves  and  their  owners, 
and  not  permit  them  to  cross  the  Mississippi,  to 
better  their  condition,  where  there  is  room  enough 
for  all,  and  good  range  for  man  and  beast.  And 
mfn  is  as  much  in^nroved  by  moving  and  range, 
as  the  beast  of  the  field,  ^ut,  what  is  still  more 
unaccountable,  a  part  of  the  land  granted  to  the 
soldiers  for  their  services  in  the  late  war,  waa  laid 
off  m  Missouri  «gcpres^y  for  the  soldiers  who  had 
enlisted  in  the  Southern  Stat^  and  would  prefer 
living  where  they  might  hi^ye  4aTes.  These,  too. 
are  now  to  leave  the  (country  of  their  choioe,  am 
the  land  obtained  by  fighting  the  battk»  of  the 
natimi.  Is  this  just,  in  a  Ooiverament  of  law. 
supported  only  by  opinion-^or  it  is  not  pretended 
that  it  is  a  Ck)yer;Mnent  of  force?  In  the  most 
ahurminc  state  of  our  aflairs  at  home-iaBd  tome 
of  them  li^ve  an  uffly  appearaiice*-pttblic  opijiioa 
alone  has  corrected  and  changed  that  which  seem- 
ed to  threaten  disorder  and  ill  will,  iftto  wd^  and 
good  will,  except  once,  when  the  military  was 
called  tput,  in  1791.  Let  this  be.  compared  to  the 
ease  or  individuals,  and  it  will  not  be  foond  to  be 
more  favorable  to  the  amendmettt  than  the  xeal 
case  just  stated.  A.  and  B.  buy  a  tract  of  land 
large  enough  for  both,  and  for  tneir  children^  and 
setue  it,  buMdhouseSyand  open  plantations.  When 
they  have  got  in  a  good  way  to  live  comDort^y, 
after  ten  or  fifteen  years,  A.  thinks  theie  is  not  loo 
much  for  him  and  his  children,  and  that  they  can, 
a  long  time  hence,  settle  and  cultivate  the  who^ 
land. .  He  then,  the  first  time,  tells  B.  that  he  has 
some  property  he  does  not  like,  and  that  he  must 
get  dear  of  it,  or  move.  B.  states  the  bargain.  A. 
answer^  it  is  true,  that  he  understood  it  so  till  of 
late ;  but,  that  move  he  m^st,  or  set  clear  of  the 
proper^;  fi>r  that  j^operty  shouli  not  be  in  his 
way.  The  kind  or  quaiity  of  piQ^pextf  cannot  af- 
fect the  Question.  Nay,  if  it  was  only  a  difference 
in  the  color  of  their  cattle— one  preferring  red,  the 
other  pied.  ^IVould  this  be  just?  The  answer 
must  settle  the  question  with  all  men  who  are  free 
from  prejudice. 

A  wise  Lc^gislature  will  always  consider -the 
.  character,  condition,  and  feeling,  of  those  to  be 
legislated  for.  ,In  a  government  and  people  like 
ours,  this  is  indispensable.  The  question  now 
under  debate  demands  this  consideration.  To  a 
part  of  the  United  States,  and  that  part  whieh 
sui^rts  the  amendment,  it  cannot  be  important, 
except  as  it  is  made  so  by  the  circumstances  of  the 
times.  In  all  questions  like  the  present  in  the 
United  States,  the  strong  may  yield  without  dis- 
grace even  in  their  own  opinion ;  the  Weak,  can- 
not; hence,  the  propriety  of  not  attempting  to  im- 
pose this  new  condition  on  the  people  of  Missouri 
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Their  numbers  are  few,  compared  to  those  of  the 
wh(de  United  States.  Let  the  United  States, 
then,  abandon  this  new  scheme;  let  their  magna- 
nimity, and  not  their  power,  be  felt  by  the  people 
of  Missouri.  The  attempt  to  govem  too  much  has 
produced  every  civil  war  that  ever  has  been,  and 
will,  probably,  every  one  that  ever  may  be.  AU 
governments,  no  matter  what  their  form,  want 
more  power  and  more  authority,  and  all  the  gov- 
erned want  less  government  Great  Britain  lost 
the  United  States  by  attempting  to  govem  too 
much,  and  to  introduce  new  principles  of  ^vem- 
ing.  The  United  States  would  not  submit  to  the 
attempt,  and  earnestly  endeavored  to  persuade 
Great  Britain  to  abandon  it,  but  in  vain.  The 
United  States  would  not  yidd ;  and  the  result  is 
known  to  the  world.  The  battle  is  not  to  the 
strong,  nor  the  race  to  the  swift.  What  reason 
have  we  to  expect  that  we  can  persuade  Missouri 
to  yield  to  our  opinion,  that  did  not  apply  as 
strongly  to  Great  Britain  ?  They  are  as  near  akin 
10  us  as  we  were  to  Great  Britain.  They  are 
^  flesh  of  our  flesh,  and  bone  of  our  bone.'^  But, 
as  to  kin,  when  they  fall  out,  they  do  not  make  up 
sooner  than  other  people.  Great  Britain  attempted 
lo  govem  us  on  a  new  principle,  and  we  attempt 
to  estaUish  a  new  principle  for  tne  peodie  of  Mis- 
Boitfi,  on  becoming  a  State.  Great  Britain  at- 
tempted to  lay  a  three-penny  tax  on  the  tea  con- 
sumed in  the  then  cdonies  which  were  not  repre- 
sented in  Parliament;  and  we  to  rq^rolate  what 
shall  be  property,  when  Missouri  becomes  a  State, 
when  she  has  no  vote  in  Con^;ress.  The  great 
English  principle,  of  no  tax  without  representa- 
tion, was  violated  in  one  case,  and  tne  great 
American  jHrinciple,  that  the  people  are  aue  to 
govem  thonselv^  will  be,  if  tne  amendment  be 
adopted.  Every  free  nation  has  had  some  princi- 
ple m  their  government  to  which  more  importance 
was  attached  than  to  any  other.  The  English 
was  not  to  be  taxed  vnthout  their  consent  given  in 
Parliament;  the  American  is  to  form  their  own 
State  government,  so  that  it  be  not  inconsistent 
with  that  of  the  United  States.  If  the  power  in 
Congress  to  pass  the  restriction  was  expressly  dele- 

Sited,  and  so  clear  that  no  one  could  doubt  it^  in 
e  present  circumstances  of  the  country,  it  would 
not  be  wise  or  pmdent  to  do  so ;  especially  a^nst 
the  consent  or  those  who  live  in  the  territory. 
Their  consent  would  be  more  important  to  the 
nation  than  a  restriction  which  would  not  make 
one  slave  less,  unless  they  might  be  starved  in  the 
old  States. 

Let  me  not  be  understood  as  wishing  or  intend- 
ing to  create  any  alarm  as  to  the  intentions  of  the 
people  of  Missouri.  I  know  nothing  of  them, 
out  in  examiniuj^  the  question,  we  ought  not  to 
forget  our  own  history,  nor  the  character  of  those 
who  settle  on  our  frontiers.  Your  easy,  chimney- 
comer  people,  the  timid  and  fearful^  never  move 
to  them.  They  stay  where  there  is  no  daiiger 
from  an  Indian,  or  any  wild  beast  They  have 
no  desire  to  engage  the  panther  or  the  bear.  It  is 
the  bravest  of  the  brave,  and  the  boldest  of  the 
bold,  who  venture  there.    Theygo  not  to  retum. 

The  settling  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  during 


the  war  of  the  Revdutton,  proves,  in  the  most 
satisfj^ctory  manner,  what  they  can  do,  and  will 
undej^,  and  diat  they  will  not  retum.  The  few 
pegple  who  first  settled  there,  had  to  contend, 
witnout  aid  from  the  States,  against  all  the  Indians 
bordering  on  the  United  States,  except  the  Chick- 
asaw and  Choctaw  nations,  and  mamtained  their 
stations.  The  Northern  tribes,  unaided  by  the 
Southern,  attacked  the  United  -States,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  defeated  two  armies, 
and  it  required  a  third  to  conquer  diem.  The 
frontier  people,  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  well 
as  in  the  late,  astonished  evervbody  b^  their  great 
exploits.  Vermont,  though  claimed^  in  the  Rev- 
olutionary war,  by  N^w  Hampshire  and  New- 
York,  was  not  inferior  to  any  of  the  States  in  her 
exertions  to  support  independence.  The  gentleman 
froih  Pennsylvania  will  pardon  me  for  stating, 
that  that  State  had  had  some  experience  of  tiieir 
Govemment  managing  a  few  pe^e,  who  would 
not  yield  obedience  to  their  authority,  though  set- 
tled Within  their  limits.  They  virere  obliged  to 
compromise.  I  mean  the  Wyoming  settlers.  Agnift, 
since  this  Govemment  was  in  operation,  a  few 
people  settled  on  the  Indian  lands:  they  were 
ordered  to  move  from  them,  but  did  not  obey.  The 
military  were  sent  to  bum  their  cabins.  The  com* 
mandirie  officer  told  them  his  business,  and  very 
humanelv  advised  them  to  move  vHiat  property 
they  haa  out  of  them.  -  This  they  did,  and  thetr 
cabins  "Wek^  burnt.  They  waited  till  the  troops 
mah;hed,  and  very  soon  auer  built  new  cabins  on 
the  same  places,  and  to  the  same  backs  where  the 
old  ones  had  been  burnt  These  facts  are  stated 
to  show  that  a  contest  with  a  peopile  who  bdieve 
themselves  right,  and  one  with  a  government,  are 
very  different  things.  It  would  have  been  very 
gratifying  to  me  to  have  been  informed  by  some 
one  of  the  gentlemen  who  support  the  amendment, 
what  is  intended  to  be  done  if  it  be  adc^ted,  and 
the  people  of  Missouri  wiU  not  yield,  but  go  on 
and  form  a  State  govemment^  (having  the  requisite 
number,  agreeably  to  the  or dmance,)  as  Tennessee 
did^  and  then  apply  for  admission  into  the  Union. 
Will  she  be  admitted,  as  Tennessee  was,  on  an 
equal  footing  widi  the  original  States,  or  will  the 
application  be  rejected,  as  the  Briti^  Government 
did  the  petitions  of  the  Old  Congress  ?  If  vou  do 
not  admit  her,  and  she  will  not  retum  to  tne  ter* 
ritorial  govemment,  will  you  declare  the  people 
rebels,  as  Gkeat  Britain  did  us,  and  order  them  to 
be  conquered,  for  contending  for  the  same  rights 
that  every  State  in  the  Union  now  enjoys  ?  Will 
you  for  this  order  the  father  to  march  against  the 
son,  and  brother  against  brother  ?  God  forbid !  It 
would  be  a  terrible  sight  to  behold  these  near  re- 
lations plunging  the  bayonet  into  each  other,  for 
no  other  reason  than  because  the  people  of  Missouri 
vrish  to  be  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  people  of 
Louisiana.  When  territories  Uiey  were  so.  Those 
who  remember  the  Revolution  will  not  desire  to 
see  another  civil,  war  in  our  land.  They  know 
too  well  the  wretched  scenes  it  will  produce.  If 
you  should  declare  them  rebels,  and  conquer  them^ 
will  that  attach  them  to  the  Union  ?  No  one  can 
expect  this.    Then  do  not  attempt  to  do  that  for 
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i  whieh  was  never  done  for  others,  and  wkieh 
BO  Stale  would  consent  for  Congress  to  do  for  it. 
if  tbe  United  States  are  to  make  conquests,  do  not 
let  the  irat  he  at  home.  Nothing  is  to  be  got  by 
Ameneam  conquering  American^  Nor  ought  we 
lo  foraet  that  we  are  not  legislatinjs^  for  oundves, 
and  uat  the  American  character  is  not  yielding 
when  rights  are  concerned. 

We  hare  been  told,  and  told  again,  that  the 
•mfndmpnt  will  be  an  advantage  to  the  peoide  of 
Miuoari ;  but  they,  like  others,  are  willing  to  decide 
£ar  themsdves.  We  are  told  that  the  people  in  the 
naw  SttUee  over  the  Ohio  river  are  in  favor  of  the 
icifiriction.  Pass  it,  and  half  the  industry  and  ex- 
citm  which  hare  been  used  to  excite  the  present 
iKling  m  the  United  States,  mi|fht  excite  those 
Mople  Tery  d^erently ;  they  miffht  be  persuaded 
that  it  waa  dcme  to  prevent  settling  the  country 
with  hihabitants  irom  the  old  States — to  prevent 
tlMir  being  able  to  elect  the  President  west  of  the 
moontains ;  and  it  is  not  impossible  that  the  pres^ 
ent  great  excitement  of  {mbiic  opinion  may  nave 
jomewhat  of  Section  in  it.  The  Senate  was  in- 
tended, by  the  l<Hig  time  for  which  its  members  are 
eleeted,  to  check  every  improper  direction  of  the 
pnhlic  mind.  It  b  its  duty  to  4p  so ;  and  never 
wm  there  a  more  proper  occasion  than  the  present. 
The  character  of  the  present  excitement  is  such, 
that  no  man  can  foresee  what  consequences  may 
glow  out  of  iu 

Bat  why  depart  from  the  good  old  way,  which 
has  \xff.  US  in  quiet,  peace,  and  harmony — every 
one  living  under  his  own  vine  and  fig  tree,  and 
none  to  make  him  afraid?  Why  leave  the  road 
of  experience,  which  has  satisfied  all,  and  made  all 
happy,  to  take  this  new  way,  of  which  we  have  no 
experience?  The  way  leads  to  universd  emanci* 
ntion,  of  which  we  have  no  experience.  The 
Bastem  and  Middle  States  furnish  none.  For 
years  belbre  they  emancipated  they  had  but  few, 
and  of  these  a  part  were  sold  to  the  South,  before 
thc^  emanctpal^.  We  have  not  more  experience 
or  book  leaminff  <m  this  subject  than  the  Fr^ch 
Convention  had  which  turned  the  slaves  of  St 
Doamigo  loose.  Nor  can  We  foresee  the^conse- 
oRMnces  which  may  result  from  this  motion,  more 
oan  the  convention  did  in  their  decree.  A  clause- 
in  the  Declaration  of  Independence  has  been  read, 
deelarin([  "  that  all  men  are  created  equal;"  follow 
that  sentiment,  and  does  it  not  lead  to  universal 
emaaoipation?  If  it  will  justify  puttinjg  an  end  to 
slavery  in  Missouri,  will  it  not  lUstilV  it  in  the  old 
States?  Suimose  the  plan  followed,  and  all  the 
slaves  turned  loose,  and  the  Union  to  continue,  is 
it  certain  that  the  piesent  Constitution  would  last 
lottg^?  Becsnse  the  rich  would,  in  such  circum- 
stances,  want  titles  and  hereditary  distinctbns;  the 
ncgio  £ood  and  raiment ;  and  they  would  be  as 
nmsk  or  more  degraded,  than  in  their  present  eoDr 
dition.  The  rich  might  hire  these  wretched  peo- 
ple, and  with  them  attempt  to  change  the  Qovern- 
ment,  by  trampling  on  the  rights  of  mose  who  have 
oniir  proper^  enough  to  live  comfortably. 

Opinions  nave  greatly  changed  in  some  of  the 
States  in  a  few  years.  The  time  has  been  when 
those  now  called  slaveholding  States  were  thought 
16th  CoN«  1st  Sbbs.— 8 


to  be  the  firm  and  steadfhst  friends  of  the  people  and 
of  liberty.  Then  they  were  opposing  an  Admin* 
istsation  and  a  majority*  in  Congress,  supported  bv 
a  sedition  law ;  then  there  was  not  a  word  hearoi 
at  least  from  one  side,  about  those  who  actually 
did  most  towards  changing  the  Administration  and 
the  majority  in  Conmss,  and  they  were  from 
^veholding  States.  And  now  it  would  be  curious 
to  know  how  many  members  of  Congress  actuallf 
hold  seats  in  consequence  of  their  exertions  at  the 
time  alluded  to.  Past  services  are  always  forgot* 
ten  when  new  principles  are  to  be  intromiced. 

It  is  a  fact,  that  the  people  who  move  from  the 
non-slaveholding  to  the  slaveholding  States,  when 
they  become  slayeholders  by  purchase  or  marriage^ 
expect  more  labor  from  them  than  those  do  who  are 
brouffht  up  among  them.  To  the  gentleman  fron 
Rhode  Ishmd  (Mr.  Buirill)  I  tender  my  hearty 
thanks,  for  his  liberal  and  true  statement  of  the 
treatment  of  slaves  in  the  Southern  States.  His 
observations  leave  bat  little  for  me  to  add,  whidi 
is  this,  that  the  slaves  gained  as  much  by  tndepen* 
dence  as  the  free.  The  old  ones  are  better  tuen 
care  of  than  any  poor  in  the  world,  and  treated 
with  decent  respect  by  all  their  white  aequaintan* 
ees.  I  sincerdy  wish  that  he,  and .  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvanta,  (Mr.  Robebts,)  would  go 
home  with  me,  or  soine  other  Soutl^^n  memb^ 
and  witness  the  meeting  between  the  slaves  ana 
the  owner,  and  see  the  glad  faces  and  the  hearty 
shaking  ol  hands.  This  is  well  described  in  Gen- 
eral Moultrie's  History  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
in  South  Carolina;  in  which  he  fives  the  account 
of  his  reception  by  his  slaves  the^&st  time  he  went 
home  after  he  was  exchanged.  He  was  made 
prisoner  at  the  surrender  of  Charleston.  Could 
Kfr.  M.  have  procured  the  book  in  the  city,  he  in* 
tended  to  have  read  it,  to  show  the  attachment  of 
the  slave  to  his  owner.  A  factBhall  be  stated.  An 
excellent  friend  of  mine — ^he,  too^  like  the  other 
characters  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  de- 
bate, was  a  Virginian — ^had  business  in  England, 
whieh  made  it  necessary  that  he  shonld  go  to  that 
country  himself,  or  send  a  trusty  agent  He  could 
not  go  conveniently,  and  sent  one  of  his  slaves, 
who  remained  there  near  a  year.  Upon  his  return 
he  was  asked  by  his  owner  how  he  liked  the  coun- 
try, and  if  he  vvouldhave  liked  to  stay  there?  He 
rqslied,  that  to  oblige  him  he  would  nave  stayed; 
the  country  was  the  finest  country  he  ever  sawj 
the  land  was  worked  as  nice  as  a  square  in  a  gar- 
den;  they  had  the  finest  horses,  and  carriages,  and 
houses,  and  every  thinff ;  but  that  the  white  Borvcmti 
abused  his  country.  What  did  they  say  ?  They 
said  we  owed  them  (the  English^  a  heap  of  money, 
and  would  not  pay.  To  whicn  he  added,  their 
chief  food  was  sMctfos.— 4ie  saw  very  little  haem 
there. 

The  owner  can  make  more  free  in  conversation 
with  his  slave,  and  be  more  easy  in  his  company, 
thah  the  rich  man,  where  there  is  no  slave,  wini 
the  white  hireling  who  drives  his  carriage.  He 
has  no  expectation  that  the  slave  will,  for  that  free  * 
and  easy  conversation,  expect  to  call  him  fdlow- 
citizen,  or  act  improperly. 

Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia,  have 
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hcea  often  mentioned  in  the  debate;  and  it  kas 
frequentlv  been  said,  that  >the  two  first  had  eman- 
cipated tneir  slaves:  from  which  an  inference 
seemed  to  be  drawn  that  the  othe^  might  have  done 
90 :  emancipation,  to  these  gentlemen,  seems  to  be 
quite  an  easy  task.  It  is  so  where  there  are  but 
very  few ;  and  would  be  more  easy  if  the  color  did 
not  ererywhere  place  the  blacks  in  a  degraded 
state.  Where  they  cnojoy  the  most  freedom,  they 
are  there  degraded.  The  respectable  whites  do  not 
permit  them  to  associate  with  than,  or  to  be  of 
their  company  when  thev  have  parties.  But  if  it 
be  so  easy  a  ta^,  how  nappens  it  that  Virginia, 
which  before  the  Revolution  endeavored  to  put  an 
end  to  the  African  slave  trade,  has  not  attempted 
to  emancipate?  It  will  not  be  pretended  that  the 
sreat  men  of  other  States  were  superior,  or  greater 
forers  of  liberty,  than  her  Randolph,  tl^  fint  Pre- 
sident of  the  First  Congress,  her  Washington,  her 
Henry,  her  Jefferson,  or  her  Nelson.  None  of  these 
ever  made  the  attempt — and  their  namies  ought  to 
convince  every  one  tnat  it  is  not  an  easy  task  in 
that  State.  And  is  it  not  wonderful,  that,  if  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  ffave  authority  to 
emancipate,  that  the  patriots  who  made  it  never 
proposed  any  plan  to  carry  it  into  execution  ?  This 
motbn,  whatever  may  be  pretended  by  its  friends, 
must  lead  to  it  And  is  it  not  equally  wondeiiul, 
that,  if  the  Constitution  gives  the  authority,  this  is 
the  first  attempt  ever,  made,  under  either,  by  the 
Federal  GoVemment,  to  exercise  it?  For  ii^  un- 
der either,  the  power  isgiven^  it  will  apply  as  well 
to  States  as  Territories.  If  either  intended  to  ^e 
it,  is  it  not  still  more  wonderful  that  it  is  notgrv^i 
in  direct  terms?  The  sentlemen  would  not  then 
be  put  to  the  trouble  of  searching  the  Confedera- 
tion, the  ConstitutioiL  and  the  laws,  for  a  sentence 
or  a  WQrd  to  form  a  few  doubts.  If  the  words  of 
the  Declaration  of  Independence  be  taken  as  part 
of  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  are  no  par|  of  it 
is  as  true  as  that  they  are  no  part  of  any  other  book^ 
what  wiU  be  the  condition  or  the  Southern  country 
when  this  shall  be  carried  into  execution?  Take 
the  most  favorable  which  can  be  supposed,  that  no 
convulsion  ensue — that  nothing  like  a  massacre  or 
war  of  extermination  takes  ^ce,  as  in  St  Do- 
mingo :  But  that  the  whites  and  blacks  do  not 
marry  and  produce  mulatto  States — ^will  not  the 
whiles  be  compelled  to  move  and  leave  their  land 
and  houses,  and  leave  the  country  to  the  blacks? 
And  are  vou  willing  to  have  bmck  members  of 
Congress?  But  if  the  scenes  of  Bt  Domingo 
should  be  reacted,  would  not  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  be  mercy? 

But,  before  the  question  be  taken  on  the  motion, 
I  should  be  very  much  obliged  to  any  one  of  the 
gentlemen  frcnn  the  non-slaveholdin^  States,  who 
would  frankly  state  the  condition  of  the  blacks  in 
the  State  he  represents^  eq>ecially  their  condition 
in  the  large  cities;  whether  the  whites  and  the 
blacks  intermarry.  If  they  do,  whether  the  whites 
are  not  degraded  by  it ;  whether  the  Uacks  are  in 
"  the  learned  professions  of  law  and  physic,  and 
whether  they  are  not  degraded.  If  they  ble  de- 
graded, where  there  are  so  few,  what  will  be  the 
consequence  when  they  are  equal  in  number,  or 


nearly  so,  to  the  whites?  Every  one  will  decide 
this  for  himself.  It  may  be  stated,  without  fear  d 
contradiction,  that  there  is  no  place. for  the  free 
blacks  in  the  United  States — ^no  place  where  they 
are  not  degraded.  If  there  was  such  a  place,  the 
society  for  colonizing  them  would  not  have  oeea 
formed;  their  benevdient  design  never  known. 
A  country  wanting  inhabitants,  and  a  society- 
formed  to  colonize  a  part  of  them,  prove  there  is 
no  place  for  them. 

Some  of  the  arguments  used  in  the  present  de- 
bate convey  to  my  mind  the  impression-that  it  was 
thought  the  owning  of  slaves  enervated  and  eiie 
feebled  the  ovmers.  Let  the  history  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  of  the  late  war  be  examined,  and  nftth-^- 
ing  like  it  will  be  found.  Facts  enough  might  be 
stated  to  prove  it  was  not  so — two  only  will  be 
mentioned :  The  battle  of  King's  Mountain  and 
that  of  New  Orleans.  But  on  this  subject  I  will, 
with  permission  of  the  Senate,  read  a  part  of  the 
speech  of  that  celebrated  master  of  tne  humaa 
character,  (Mr.  Burke,)  on  his  motion  for  recon- 
ciliation with  the  colonies,  delivered  in  177&-^his 
language  in  this:  ^VSir,  1  can  perceive  by  their 
^  manner  that  some  gentlemen  object  to  the  lati- 
'  tude  of  this  description,  because  in  the  Southern 
'  colonies  the  Church  of  England  forms  a  iacge 
^  body  and  has  a  regular  estallbhment.  It  is  cer- 
^  tainly  true.  There  is  however  a  circumstance 
'  attending  these  colonies  which,  in  my  opinioa^ 
*  fully  counterbalances  this  difference,  and  makes 
'  the  spirit  of  liberty  still  more  high  and  haughty 
'  than  in  those  to  the  Northward.  It  is,  that  in 
'  Virffinia  and  the  Carolinas  they  have  a  vast 
'  muhitude  of  slaves.    Where  this  is  the  caie,  in 

<  any  part  of  the  wotld,  those  who  are  free  are  br 

<  far  the  most  proud  and  jealous  of  their  freedom." 
To  this  I  will  not  attempt  to  add  to  add  a  word. 
No  man  can  add  to  Mr.  Burke.  Mr.  M.  said,  he 
intended  to  have  read  the  part  in  which  the  char- 
acter of  New  England  is  given ;  it  is  equally  hcm- 
orable  and  equally  true;  out  he  was  so -much  ex- 
hausted he  would  omit  it.  The  whole  speech  k 
well  worthy  of  being  read  on  this  occasion. 

Nor  are  the  owners  of  slaves  less  mora}  or  less 
religious  than  those  who  hold  none.  This  frust 
might  have  been  ascertained  from  the  preachers  of 
the  Gospel  who  have  travelled  from  the  slave- 
holdinff  States  to  the  non-slaveholding  to  prcaeh. 
And  that  they  are  not  less  fit  for  managing  the 
great  concerns  of  others  may  be  ascertained  by 
knowing  who  presides  over  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  When  ito  aflhirs  fell  into  confusion, 
where  did  the  directors  find  a  man  to  preside  over 
it  ?  This  is  not  mentioned  to  cast  a  shade  on  any 
one  living,  but  to  show  that,  in  private  concerns 
of  the  greatest  importance,  no  regard  has  been 
paid  to  a  man^s  being  bom  and  brought  up  in  n 
State  holding  slaves-^nor  to  convey  any  opinion 
as  to  the  past  transactions  of  that  institution. 

Permit  me  now  to  notice  a  few  of  the  observar 
tions  made  in^  defence  of  this  motion.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Robbrts)  told 
us  that  nothing  but  necessity  tolerated  slavery  in 
the  United  States.  The  Constitution  tolerates  it ; 
and  that  was  not  adopted  from  necessity;  hnt 
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thnmgh  dK»ee.  If  the  necessity  eyer  ceases,  who 
is  Co  decide  when  ?  Congress  did  not  decide  for 
PesB^vanin,  or  mny  other  State ;  she  decided  lor 
hcraeit.    Lict  Missouri  do  the  safne. 

The  sendeman  from  New  Hampshire  (Mr. 
MonniL)  has  said  that  the  Constitution  was  a 
compromise  as  to  slaves.  This,  no  doubt,  is  true; 
bet  not  a  eomiR'omise  to  emancipate.  The  States 
tkftt  held  them  could  free  them  as  others  had  done, 
without  aisking  or  consulting  the  CouTention  or 
GoogreM.  But  it  was  a  compromise  as  to  repre- 
aCBlalion,  and  nothing  else.  He  hab  also  said 
alBTcrj  was  a  cm^  and  has  read  a  part  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virjginia  to  prove  it.  But 
ithaX  ought  surdy  to  be  inferred  from  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's notes  and  life,  is,  that  he  thinks  slavery  is  a 
emse,  bvt  t^nks  it  a  greater  curse  to  emancipate 
in  his  native  Virginiar.  His  democracy,  like  that 
of  his  great  countrymen  who  have  been  before 
meatioaedy  appears  to  be  of  the  white  family. 
Both  die  gentlemen  have  stated  that  the  slaves 
are  repiesefited.  Are  not  the  blacks  everywhere 
jcmMnted?  Emancipate  them  and  they  stay 
wnere  thev  are;  and  two-fifths  of  their  number 
wiO  bt  added  to  the  rqntesentation,  though  they 
are  not  permitted  to  enlbt  in  our  army. 

The  gentlenum  f^om  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bur- 
rill)  seemed  to  think  the  i}uestion  about  slaves 
OQght  to  be  touched  very  delicately.  He  did  touch 
it  so.  But  there  is  no  power  in  the  General  Qov- 
emmcaat  to  touch  it  in  any  way.  He  observed 
that  the  peoj^e  wiio  had  moved  to  Missouri  horn. 
the  old  States  had  no  claim  of  any  kind  under  the 
treaty.  He  will  not,  I  am  sure,  on  reflection,  think 
that  the  neofile  of  any  acquired  territory  can  have 
more  rignts  in  the  territory  than  the  good  people 
of  the  old  States  when  tney  move  to  it.  They 
carry  with  them  their  rights,  as  our  fathers  brought 
theirs  from  England  when  they  first  came  to 
America. 

It  has  often  been  stated,  that  the  law  establish- 
ing  a  territory  in  Louisiana,  prohibited  the  carry- 
ing of  slaves  there,  unless  the  owner  moved  with 
thim.  The  provision  in  the  law  was  made  and 
imeoded  to  prevent  the  carrying  Africans  there — 
one  of  the  states  having  opened  her  ports  for  the 
Afirieah  slave  trade  about  the  time.  But,  with  cdl 
the  sins  of  holding  ^aves,  we  have  not  that  of  go- 
ing to  Africa  for  them.  They  have  been  brought 
to  us  by  the  cithsens  of  the  States  which  hold  none. 
The  only  tim^  in  Congress,  that  I  ever  heard  the 
slave  trade  detended,  was  by  a  member  from  the 
same  State  with  the  gentleman  f^om  Rhode  Island, 
(Mr.  BuvmiLL.) 

Why  mot  leave  the  people  of  Missouri  exactly 
as  the  other  Territories  have  been  left,  free  to  do 
as  they  pleased  ?  A  majority  of  them  have  moved 
firom  tne  States,  and  understand  self-government. 

One  word  on  the  Afiican  slave  trade.  A  bill 
was  reported  in  the  Senate  to  whip  those  who 
might  be  in  any  way  engaged  in  it.  The  whip- 
ping was  struck  out,  (not  bv  the  votes  of  those 
who  represented  slave  States,)  because  a  rich  mer- 
chant might  be  convicted,  and  it  would  not  do 
to  whip  a  gentleman. 

If  the  amendment  be  adopted^  Missouri  will 


have  fewer  rights  as  a  State,  than  as  a  Territory; 
This  is  new  in  the  United  States — and  had  not 
the  wise  King  of  Israel  said,  there  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun,  this  would  be  thought  so.  The 
vote  of  the  Senate  last  year  on  this  same  question 
was  sufiScient  to  convince  the  people  of  Missouri 
that  the  Senate  then  thought  they  had  the  same 
rights  with  the  other  Territories.  But,  all  this  at- 
tention to  Missouri,  reminds  me  of  people  who, 
when  young,  married  to  please  themselves,  but 
who,  when  old,  were  desirous  to  make  matches 
for  others. 

Tired  as  he  was,  he  would  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions on  the  Constitution  and  the  treaty ;  both  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  laws,  which  surely  cannot 
affect  a  right  secured  by  either  of  the  otner,  have 
been  searched  with  uncommon  industry,  and  every 
sentence  or  word  which  could  possibly  oe  supposed 
to  have  the  least  bearing  on  me  subject  has  been 
read  and  scanned,  as  if  this  was  a  question  of  syn- 
tax, and  as  if  the  rights  of  people  depended  on  de- 
tacned  sentences  or  words.  Can  it  be  thouf^ht 
that  the  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution 
would  have  given  the  power  to  emancipate  in  so 
indirect  a  way  that  it  was  never  discova^d  till 
the  last  session,  when  they  were  so  particular  as 
even  to  prohibit  an  interference  wim  the  slave 
trade  until  1808?  The  following  words  in  the 
Constitution  are  chiefly  relied  on  for  the  authority : 
"Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
'  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting, 

*  the  territory  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
'  United  States."  The  fair  ana  only  meaning  of 
these  words  is,  that  Congress  may  sell  ahd  manage 
their  own  property,  but  not  the  proj^erty  of  the  peo- 
ple. The  power  over  the  territories  is  very  different 
from  that  over  the  District  of  Columbia,  where 
exclusive  legislation  is  granted.  "  New  States  may 
be  admitted  by  Congress  into  the  Union."  Under 
these  words,  a  power  is  claimed  to  declare  what 
shall  be  property  in  a  new  State.  As  well  might  a 
power  be  claimed  to  fix  the  age  when  people  shall 
marry  in  the  State.  The  ordinance  so  of^en  re- 
ferrea  to  declares,  that  the  new  States  shall  be  ad- 
mitted on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States. 
And  so  all  the  new  States  have  'been.  It  seems 
to  be  authority  for  every  one  but  Missouri.  The 
words  were  intended  to  take  the  place  of  an  arti- 
cle in  the  Confederation,  which  provided  for  the 
miconditional  admission  of  Canada  into  the  Union. 
They  have  no  application  to  what  was  then  called 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  because  the  States  to 
be  formed  in  that,  were  to  come  into  the  Union 
under  the  ordinance.  What  was  intended  for 
Canada  has  brought  Louisiana  into  the  Union. 
This  clause  has  also  been  relied  on :  "  That  migra- 

*  tion  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 

*  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit, 

*  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 

*  the  year  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 

*  on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars 

*  for  each  person."  The  importation  may  be  taxed, 
but  not  the  migration.  If,  as  has  been  supposed, 
both  applied  to  slaves,  why  not  tax  both  ?  Migra- 
tion was  not  intended  for  slaves  brought  into  the 
United  States  by  land.    At  the  time  the  Consti- 
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tudon  was  fonned,  it  is  probable  tbat  no  attempt 
to  do  this  had  ever  been  made.  The  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Bdbrill)  has  said,  un- 
less the  amendment  be  adopted,  that  slaves  will  be 
carried  from  Santa  Fe  to  Missouri  If  so,  they 
will  be  carried  against  law;  and,  if  the  law  is 
not  obeyed,  they  may  be  carried  into  Louisiana. 
ImportaU(m^  means  property,  miffraiion  does  not 
He  would  now  turn  to  another  clause,  whicb 
ought  to  conyinoe  every  one  that  the  Constitution 
intended  that  new  States,  holding  slaves,  might 
be  admitted.  It  is  in  the  following  words :  "  Rep- 
'  resentatives  and  direct  taxes  shafl  be  apportion^ 

*  among  the  several  States  which  may  he  included 
^  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective 

<  numbers,  which  shall  be  determined  by  adding 
^  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  including 

<  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
^  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all 

*  other  persons."  This,  like  tne  other  clauses  of 
the  Constitution  which  have  been  noticed,  is  so 
plain  and  clear  that  no  argument  can  render  it  more 
80 :  *'  Which  may  be  admitted,"  cannot  be  made  to 
mean  the  States  then  in  the  Union. 

The  treaty  is  as  plain  as  the  Constitution.  The 
people  are  to  be  protected  in  their  property ;  and 
slaves  were  property  both  before  and  since  its  rati- 
fication. If  the  property  in  slaves  be  destroyed  by 
indirect  means,  it  is  as  much  a  violation  of  the 
treaty  as  if  it  was  done  directly.  Pass  the  amend- 
ment, and  the  property  in  them  is  indirectly  de- 
stroyed ;  and  yet  it  is  the  only  property  secured  to 
the  owner  by  the  Constitution.  The  power  to 
touch  the  subject  is  claimed  by  a  stretching  im- 
plication. It  IS  to  be  found  in  no  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution or  the  treaty.  It  is  stretching  the  Con- 
stitution more  than  it  ever  was  before;  and  it 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that,  since  the  election 
of  Mr.  Jefierson  to  the  Presidency,  it  has  not  been 
stretched  without  injuring  the  people.  In  giving 
a  stretching  construction  to  the  Constitution,  we 
ought  not  to  forget  that  the  Holy  Scripture,  wnich 
contains  nothing  but  peace  and  good  will  to  nvin, 
was,  by  a  stretching  construction,  made  to  cover 
the  terrible  inquisition  and  the  wild  crusades.  And 
it  would  seem,  from  what  we  have  heard,  as  dan- 
gerous to  hold  a  slave  as  to  say  to  thy  brother, 
Mou/ool^  or  thou  liar. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that,  notwithstandinff  the 
compromise  made  in  the  Constitution  about  suives, 
gentlemen  had  thought  proper,  at  almost  every  ses- 
sion, ta  bring  the  subject  before  Congress,,  in  some 
shape  or  other,  and  that  they  regularly,  in  their 
arguments,  claim  new  power  over  them.  What 
have  the  people  of  the  Southern  States  done,  that 
such  a  strong  desire  should  be  manifested  to  pen 
them  up  ?  It  cannot  be  because  their  Representatives 
have  uniformly  opposed  the  African  slave  trade,  or 
because  they  as  uniformly  opposed  the  impressment 
of  American  sailors  by  British  ofiScers ;  or  because 
their  banks  are  drained  of  specie,  to  supply  other 
places,  and  the  revenue  collected  from  tnem  is 
not  spent  among  thenr;  or  because  they  have  be^n 
so  tolerant  in  politics  that  when  Mr.  Jefierson 
came  into  office,  their  opponents,  who  had  every 
office,  were  not  turned  out — a  proof  that  they  did 


not  expose  than  for  their  places  of  honoror  pofit ; 
or  because  they  hare  been  willing  to  admit  new 
States  into  the  Union  without  regard  to  the  num- 
ber of  people — Ohio  will  remember  that  the  speechaB 
of  Southern  members  were  printed  to  inwce  her 
citizens  to  become  a  State ;  or  because  they  haye 
never  requested  Congress  to  tax  others  m  their 
benefit ;  or  because  they  have  not  abused  the  late 
pension,  law,  but  have  at  all  times  been  obedient 
to  the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  States, 
never  eiving  cause  for  uneasiness  ot  alarm  to  tlie 
United  States  or  the  neighboring  States,  and,  at 
all  times  which  tried  men's  souls-oave  been  foviiMl 
good  and  true  |  or  because,  in  old  times^  they  op*- 
posed  the  shuttmg  of  the  Mississippi  for  twenty«- 
nve  years*  . 

If  the  decision  be  in  favor  of  the  amenduMiit, 
it  may  ruin  us  and  our  children  aftaar  us ;  if  asainst 
it,  no  injury  will  result  to  any  part  of  the  United 
States.  Let  it  be  what  it  may,  my  prayer  to  Qod 
shall  be,  that  it  may  benefit  the  nation  and  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  people^  and  that  the  union  <£ 
these  States,  and  the  Constitution,  may  be  as  last* 
ing  as  the  Alleghany. 

[The  fbllowing  is  the  part  of  the  history  of  OenerU 
Moultrie,  alluded  to  by  Mr.  Maoon  : 

**  On  roy  way  from  Geheral  Marioa's  to  Ganeral 
Greene's  camp,  my  plantation  was  in  the  direet  road, 
where  I  called  and  staid  a  night.  On  my  entering 
the  place*  as  soon  as  the  negroes  discovered  that  I 
was  of  the  party,  there  was  immediately  a  georaal 
alarm  and  an  outcry,  that  *  massa  was  come  I  maasa 
was  come ! '  and  they  were  running  from  eTory  pact, 
with  great  joy,  to  see  me.  I  stood  in  the  piazza  to 
receiTe  them ;  they  gazed  at  me  with  astonishment, 
and  every  one  came  and  took  me  by  the  band,  saying 
'  God  bless  you,  massa !  We  glad  to  see  you,|nassar 
and  every  now  and  then  some  one  or  other  would 
come  out  with  a  *  ky !'  and  the  old  Africans  joined  in 
a  war  song,  iri  their  own  language,  of  *■  welcome  the 
war  home.'  It  was  sn  aficcting  meeting  between  the 
slaves  and  the  master:  the  tears  stole  down  my  eyes 
and  ran  down  my  cheeks.  A  number  of  genUemen 
that  were  with  me  could  not  help  being  afiected  Iry 
the  scene.  Many  are  still  alive,  and  remember  tlie 
circumstance.  I  then  possessed  about  two  bondred 
slaves ;  and  not  one  of  them  left  me  during  the  war, 
although  they  had  had  great  ofii»rs,naj)  some  wsre^ar* 
ried  down  to  work  on  the  firittsh  lines,  yet  they  always 
contrived  to  make  their  escape  and  raturn  home.  My 
plantotton  I  found  to  be  a  desolate  place ;  stock  of 
every  kind  taken  ofi";  the  forniuire  carried  away  ;  and 
my  estate  had  been  under  sequestration.''] 


FiunAT,  January  21. 

The  Pbesioent  communicated  a  report  o£  the 
Postmaster  General,  containing  a  statement  of  the 
number  of  clerks  emploved  m  that  department 
during  the  year  1819,  witn  their  names  and  sala- 
ries ;  also,  a  list  of  contracts  made  by  that  depart* 
ment  during  the  same  year ;  and  the  reports  were 
read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas  the  bill  to  prohibit 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  north  and  west  of  the  con- 
templated State  of  Missouri  was  referred  to  a  se- 
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leet  •ommittcc^  to  tomsisx  of  fire  mennbers,  to  coa- 
ader  and  report  tbeseon ;  aikd  Messrs.  Tbomas. 
BvRBiLLy  JosNaoN,  of  KentQekf)  Palmbb,  and 
PuikflAim,  were  ^ipouited  the  committee. 

The  bill  soppkmentary  to  the  sefveral  acts  for 
^e  adjoBtment  of  land  elaims  in  the  State  of 
Loninana,  and  Missouri  Territorf ,  was  read  thie 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PaUie  Lands. 

1%e  engrossed  bill  to  establish  a  district  court 
in  the  State  of  Alabama,  was  taken  up,  when  the 
blanks  therein  were  so  filled  as  to  provide  that  the 
saJary  of  the  Judge  be  $2,000,  that  of  the  United 
States  Attorney  $400.  and  that  of  the  Marshal 
$250  per  annum ;  and,  thus  amended,  the  bill  was 
,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  conqur- 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideriition  of  the 
biU  to  eoatmue  the  aet  to  provide  for  reports  of 
the  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court,  (the  blank  in 
-which  had  been  previouslv  filled  so  as  to  continue 
die  act  for  ^yb  years^)  ana  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  cagrossed  for  a  thnd  reading. 

Blr.  Lankan  presented  the  memorial  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  city  of  Hartford,  and  its  vicinity, 
in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  against  the  farther 
extension  of  slavery  in  the  United  States ;  and  the 
memorial  was  reaa. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Vassel  White, 
of  Berkshire,  Massachusetts,  praying  a  pension, 
{or  reasons  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  then  again  {Nroceeded  to  consider 
f:be  resolutions  (introduced  by  Mr.  Dickerson) 
so  to  amend '  the  Constitution  as  to  provide  an 
uniform  mode  of  electing  Electors  ot  President 
and  Vice  President  of  Uie  United  States,  and 
Rq[>re8entatives  in  Congress ;  and,  on  the  question 
to  engross  the  resolution  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
decided  in  the  af&rmative — ^yeas  27,  nays  13,  as 
follows: 

Tb AS— Messrs;  Brown.  Borrill,  Dans,  Dickenon, 
Eston,  Edwards,  Hocsey,  Hontsr,  Johnson  of  L6ais- 
iaiis.  King  of  Alsbsma,  Lsnmsn,  Logsn,  Msoon, 
MsllsB»  Merrill,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrstt,  Saoford,  Stokss, 
Thom»M,  Tichenor,  Trimbls^  Van  Dyke,  WiUisns  of 
Missisnppi,  Wilhsms  of  Tennesaee,  snd  Wilson. 

Nats — Meaart.  Barbour,  Elliot,  OaiHard,  Leake, 
Llojd,  Lowrie,  Pleaasnla,  Rofasrts,  Rngglea,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Wslksr  of  Alabsms^  sad  Walker  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Btokbs  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph  Tkn- 
bcrlake,  postmaster  at  Fredericksburg,  Virgmia, 
praying  an  increase  of  compensation,  for  reasons 
stated  m  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Conmiittee  o4  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roods. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  <  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
WlMle,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro- 
posed thereto. 

Mr.  Piw KWEY,  of  Maryland,  took  the  floor,  and 
tgoke  until  nearly  three  o'clock,  against  the  pro- 
posed restriction.    Before  he  had  concluded  his 


reh,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  and 
Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  January  24. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs  presented  the  petition  of  6(abriel 
Godfrey,  of  Michigan  Territory,  praying  compen- 
sation (ot  the  destruction  of  his  property  during  the 
late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  or  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ;  and  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives- 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed 
a  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
also  a  bill  entitled  "  An  adt  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia."  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  oi  the 
Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  for  the  western  district  of  Virginia,"  was 
read  the  second^time  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  to  continue  m  force  the  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d  of  March,  1817, 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  tlnit^  States^  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  Electors  of  the  President  8^  vice 
President  of  ^e  United  States,  and  the  election  of 
R^reseatatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
Btat^  was  read  a  third  time;  and  on  motion  by 
Mr.  BunmiLL,  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  df  the  day 
for,  Wednesday  next. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  Wilson  communicated  the  following  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  Jer- 
sey, which  were  read : 

"  Whereas,  a  bill  is  now  depending  in  the  Congren 
of  (he  United  States,  on  the  application  of  the  people 
in  the  Territory  of  Missoori  for  the  admission  of  that 
Tsmtory  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  not  containing 
provisions  against  slavery  In  such  proposed  State,  and 
a  question  is  made  upon  the  right  add  expediency  of 
fUchproTision : 

«  The  representstiTss  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey, 
in  the  Legislative  Council  and  General  Aisembly  of 
the  said  State,  now  in  session,  deem  it  a  duty  they 
owe  to  themselves,  to  their.oonstitttsnts,  and  posterity* 
to  declare  and  make  known'  the  opinions  they  bold 
upon  this  momentous  subject;  and, 

'*  1.  They  do  re$olve  and  dechrt.  That  the  fhrOisr 
admission  of  Territories  into  the  Union,  without  re- 
striction of  slavery,  would,  in  their  opinion,  essentially 
impair  the  right  of  this  and  other  existing  States  to 
sqnal  representation  in  Congress,  (a  right  at  tne  fonn- 
Ustion  of  the  political  compact,}  inasmuch  as  such 
newly  admitted  slaveboIdlBg  State  would  be  repre- 
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.tented  on  the  baiie  of  tbeir  slaTe  population  ;  aeon- 
ceasion  made  at  the  formation  of  the  Conatitution^  in 
faTOr  of  the  then  existing  States,  but  nerer  stipulated . 
for  new  States,  nor  to  be  inferred  from  any  artide  or 
daose  in  that  inetrament. 

**  3.  Resolved,  That,  to  adiait  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
;aouri  as  a  State  inte  the,  Union,  without  prohibiting; 
slavery  there,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  representa- 
tifes  of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  aforesaid,  be  no  less 
than  to  sanction  this  great  political  and  moral  evil, 
ftirnish  the  ready  means  of  peopling  a  vast  Territory 
with  slaves,  and  perpetuate  all  the  dangers,  crimes, 
and  pernicious  e£»cts  of  domestic  bondage. 

••  3.  Besohtd,  as  the  opinion  oftht  representatives 
aforesaid,  That,  inasmuch  as  no  Territory  has  a  right 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  but  on  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  only  by  a  law  of  Con- 
gress consenting  thereto  on  the  part  of  the  existing 
States,  Congress  may  rightfully,  and  ought  to  refuse 
such  law,  unless  upon  reasonable  and  just  conditions, 
aMented  to  on  the  part  of  the  people  applying  to  be- 
come one  of  the  States* 

**4.  Resolved,  in  the  opinion  of  the  r^resentoHves 
aforesaid.  That  the  artide  of  the  ConsUtution  which 
restrains  Congress  from  prohibiting  the  migration  or 
importation  of  slaves,  uiitil  after  the  year  eighteen 
hundred  and  eight,  does,  by  necessary  implication, 
admit  the  generd  power  of  Congress  over  the  subject 
of  slavery,  and  concedes  to  them  the  right  to.  regulate 
and  restrain  such  migration  and  importation  after  that 
time,  into  the  existing  or  any  newly  to  be  created 
Sute. 

*«  5.  Resokaed,  as  the  opinion  of  the  representatives 
of  the  people  of  New  Jersey,  aforesaid.  That,  inas- 
much as  Congress  have  a  clear  right  to  refuse  the  ad- 
mission of  a  Territory  into  the  Union,  by  the  terms  of 
the  Constitution,  they  ought,  in  the  present  case,  to 
exercise  that  absolute  discretion,  in  order  to  preserve 
the  political  rights  of  the  several  existing  States,  and 
prevent  the  great  national  disgrace  and  multiplied 
mischiefs  which  must  ensue  from  conceding  It,  as  a 
mntter  of  right,  in  the  immense  territories  ^et  to  claim 
admiaaion  inta  the  Unicm,  beyond  the  Missiasippi«  that 
they  may  tolerate  alavery. 

*•  6.  Resolved,  with  the  concurrence  of  Council,  That 
the  Governor  of  thia  State  be  requested  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  to  each  of  the  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  SUtes." 

Mr.  LoQAN  communicated  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  me  State 
of  Elentucky,  which  were  read : 

*"  Whereas  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
provides  for  the  admission  of  new  States  into  the 
Union,  and  it  is  just  and  proper  that  all  such  States 
ahottid  be  established  upon  the  footing  of  original 
Statea,  with  a  view  to  the  preservation  of  State  sov- 
ereignty, the  prosperity  of  such  new  State,  and  the 
good  of  their  dtizens;  and  whereas  successful  at 
tempts  have  been  heretofore  made,  and  are  now  mak- 
ing, to  prevent  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
from  being  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  unless 
trammelled  by  rules  and  regulationa  which  do  not  ex- 
ist in  the  original  Statea,  particularly  in  relation  to 
the  toleration  of  alavery : 

"  Whereas,  also,  if  Congress  can  thus  trammel  or 
control  the  powers  of  a  Territory  in  the  formation  of 
a  State  government,  that  body  may,  on  the  same 
prindples,  reduce  its  powers  to  little  more  than  those 


possessed  by  the  people  of  Ihe  District  of  ColmabiA ; 
and  whilst  professing  to  raake^  it  a  soverelfii  State, 
may  bind  it  in  perpetual  vassalage,  and  reikica  it  to 
the  condition  of  a  province ;  auch  State  mnst  nepeeaa 
rily  become  the  dependant  of  Congress,  asking  pow- 
ers, and  not  the  independent  State,  demanding  righto : 
And  whereas  it  is  necessary,  in  preeerving  Uie  fttato 
sovereignties  in  their  present  rights,  that  no  new  Stato 
fthould  be  subjected  to  this  restriction,  any  more  than 
an  old  one,  and  that  there  can  be  no  reason  or  justice 
why  it  should  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  privilcgea, 
when  it  is  bound  to  bear  all  the  burdens  and  tazea 
laid  upon  it  by  Congress : 

**  In  passing  the  following  resolution,  the  General 
Assembly  refrains  from  expressing  any  opinion  either 
in  favor  or  against  the  pnndples  of  slavery ;  but  to 
support  and  maintain  State  rights,  which  it  conceiTes 
necesssry  to  be  supported  and  maintained,  to  preeerre 
the  liberties  of  the  free  people  of  these  United  States, 
it  avows  its  solemn  conviction  that  the  States  already 
confederated  under  one  common  Constittttion,  haire 
not  a  right  to  deprive  new  States  of  e^al  privileges 
with  themselves:  Therelbjre, 

''Resolved,  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  CoMtMst- 
wealth  of  Kentucky,  That  the  Senators  in  Congrees 
from  this  State  be  instructed,  and  the  Representaiivee 
be  requested,  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  admit  the  people  of  Missouri  into  the 
Union  as  a  State,  whether  those  people  will  sanction 
alavery  by  their  constitution  or  not. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Executive  of  this  Common- 
wealth be  requested  to  transmit  this  resolution  to  the 
Senators  and  Representatives  of  this  State  in  Con- 
gress, that  it  may  be  laid  before  that  body  for  its  con- 
sideration." 

STATE  OP  MAINE,  dec 
The  Senate  again  took  up  the  Missouri  bill. 
Mr.  PiNKNET  resumed  the  remarks  which  he 
commenced  on  Friday,  in  opposition  to  the  pro- 
posed restrictioh,  and  spoke  nearly  two  hours. 
When  he  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Otis  intimated  a  wish  to  reply  to  Mr.  P..  but 
as  the  Senate,  he  said,  after  the  mtellectual  oan- 
<]piet  which  they  had  just  enjoyed,  would  have  How 
little  reUsh  for  the  plain  fare  which  he  could  offer ; 
he  mored  that  the  subject  be  postponed  until  to- 
morrow ;  which  motion  preraited. 


TuiflDAT,  January  25. 

The  Vice  PREsiDEirr  haTin«f  retired  from  the 
Chair,  the  Senate  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Pre- 
sident pro  tempore^  as  the  ConstitutioD  prorides ;  and 
the  honorable  John  Oaillard  was  aected. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Saitford  the  Secretary  was 
directed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  acquaint  him  that  the  Senate  iuiTe, 
in  the  absence  of  the  Vice  President,  dected  the 
honorable  John  Gaillard,  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate pro  tempore^  and  that  the  Secretary  make  a 
simuar  communication  to  the  House  of  Kqvesent- 
atiTes. 

Rupos  KmO)  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  New  York,  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  fourth  day  of 
March  last  produced  his  credentiab,  was  qualified, 
and  he  took  hb  seat  in  the  Senate. 
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On  BMHion  by  Mr.  Maoon,  the  Comnuttee  tax 
Finaoee  wete  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a 
kdl  to  remit  the  dtttiei  whi<£  may  be  payable  on 
m  statue  of  General  Washington,  to  be  imported 
from  Europe,  ezeented  by  tl^  Marquis  Canova, 
€br  ^tt  State  of  Nwth  Carolina. 

Bfr.  TmiMBLB  communicated  the  resolutions  and 
proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
idatiTe  to  the  tariff  on  foreign  merchandise,  and 
appropriations  for  roads  and  canals ;  which  were 
rnd,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Maonfaetores.  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  Tbuibia  also  presented  a  memorial,  signed 
bf  a  great  nmnber  oi  the  citizens  of  the  State  of 
iihioy  praying  for  the  protection  and  encourage- 
ment  of  American  manuilEictnres ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Wajlkcr,  of  Alabama,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing  motion  for  'CCMisideration : 

JUa^hed^  That  the  Committes  on  Pol^lic  Lands  be 
fiMtracled  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
iBf  tiro  additio9sl  land  oAeee  itt  the  State  of  Alabama ; 
«ae  at  the  town  of  Tuscaloosa,  and  -one  at  Conecah 
OsurduNise. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  PuUic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  '^An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Anthony  Burk,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
mioit. 

The  Benate  resdmed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and  tne  further  con- 
sideratiQn  thereof  was  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  in  Pebmarv  next. 

The  bin,  entitled  "An  act  to  proride  for  taking 
the  fourth  census  of  enumeration  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

MAINE   AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  resamed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wh<4e,  the  consideration  of  the  InU,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
die  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  ^o- 
poaed  thereto. 

Mr.  Otis  addressed  the  Senate  this  day,  at  con- 
aiderable  leagth,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinknbt,  and  in 
&Tor  of  the  restriction  on  Missouri.  His  speech 
ia  siren  entircL  as  foUows:. 

Mr.  OnS)  or  Massachusetts,  obeenred,  that  when 
the  bill  for  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union,  at 
the  last  session,  passed  the  Senate,  he  was  among 
those  who  Toted  in  its  fayor.  It  was  introduced 
OKily  a  fiew  days  before  the  adjournment,  and  was 
eownly  not  re^^arded  as  a  measure  {nregnant  with 
the  important  mterest  which  had  since  been  at- 
tached to  it.  There  was  hardly  a  aedous  ddMite 
akrat  ifs  passing,  in  which  tvto  or  three  gentlemen 
only  took  part.  Having,  at  that  time,  but  imper- 
fect means  of  examining  the  merits  of  the  ques- 
tioo,  he  first  voted  with  those  who  were  in  mTor 
of  a  postponement,  but  finding  this  was  lost,  he 
ihoo^t)  under  the  best  view  he  could  then  take  of 
the  question,  that  the  people  of  that  territory,  har- 
ing  migrated  thither  und^  an  expectation  of  bemg 


placed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  States  already 
carved  out  of  the  same  cession^  had  some  claims 
to  a  similar  indulgence.  But  his  idea  was,  that  it 
should  stop  heie,  and  that  all  would  concur  in 
measures  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  slavery 
into  the  territories  and  the  Stat^  in  future  to  be 
erected  within  them.  And  if  this  could  now  be 
effected,  and  the  bUl  for  admitting  Missouri  could 
be  accompanied  by  such  ffuards  and  rarovisions  as 
would  forever  preclude  me  spread  of  that  moral 
pestilence,  he  should  not  repent  of  the  oblation  he 
had  then  offered  to  the  spint  of  conciliation.  He 
should,  on  the  other  hand,  with  his  jvesent  impres- 
sions, DC  inclined  to  repeat  it.  But  perceiving,  as 
yet,  no  dispositions  promising'  such  a  result,  and 
coimidering  that  the  sround  now  taken  by  the 
friends  to  the  bill  involved  an  absolute  denial  of 
the  powers  of  the  -General  Government  to  make 
any4^mpact  binding  on  States  hereafter  to  be 
acmaitted  into  the  Umon ;  a  doctrine  against  which 
he  altogether  protested ;  he  felt  it  to  te  his  duty  to 
su}^rt  the  amcQdment  These  circumstances 
would  account  for,  and  excuse  his  indiscretion,  in 
attempting  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  Senate^ 
after  the  msplay  of  eloquenoe  with  which  they  baa 
been  regaled  for  two  entire  days.  He  was  sensi- 
ble of  the  disadvantage  under  which  he  labored, 
and  could  only  forewarn  the  Senate  of  the  disap- 
pointment which  awaited  them,  if  his  rising 
should  be  thought  to  indicate  an  intuition  of  re- 
plying in  detail  to  the  argument  of  the  gmtleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pm knby.)  Various  consid- 
erations forbad  his  making  any  such  eltort.  He 
was  quite  sensible  of  his  own  incompetency  to 
follow  him  through  his  enchanted  grounds.  To 
many  of  his  principles  he  was  dispMed  to  assent. 
Some  of  them  his  recollection  could  not  embody: 
like  the  rays  of  the  diamond  they  ^Murkled^  daz- 
zled, and  were  gone.  And  a  very  hurge  class  of 
his  remarks  he  could  regard  merely  as.  the  gold 
and  silver  tissue  wherewith  the  honorable  ^^de- 
man  had  enriched  the  sfidendid  dress  in  which  he 
had  thought  fit  to  present  himsdf  to  the  Senate 
fat  the  fint  tima  with  these  exceptions  enough 
would  still  be  left  for  him  to  undertake,  and  thia 
he  should  do  in  the  order  in  which  his  mind  had 
been  led  to  investigate  and  decide  on  the  questioii| 
noticing  inddentally,  and  in  his  own  course,  those 
objections  of  the  honorable  gentleman  which  ap- 
pear to  have  the  most  immediate  bearing  on  the 
subject 

It  was  asserted  by  gentlemen  that  a  more  ([rave 
and  portentous  questioa  had  never  beeii  agitated 
withm  these  walk.  Thb  he  would  not  deny ;  and 
yet  he  could  not  consider  it  a  new  question.  If  a 
stranger  to  our  country,  but  familiar  wkh  our  his- 
tory,  upon  arriving  here,  at  this  moment,  and  wit- 
nei»mg  the  perturbation  of  men's  minds,  within 
doors  and  without,  should  be  told,  upon  inquiring 
the  cause,  that  it  arose  from  a  discussion  of  the 
question  whether  slavery  diould  be  inhibited  in 
your  territoridi  possessions;  his  first  impression 
would  certainlv  be  that  this  question  had  been  put 
to  rest  some  three  and  thirty  yean  aso.  I  have 
^  read  (he  would  be  inclined  to  say)  that  the  ear* 
liest  exercise  of  your  authority  over  the  domain 
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ceded  to  the  United  States,  was  manifested  in  a 
solemn  protest  against  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  it  and  that  you  thus  afforded  an  earnest  m 
your  future  ^licy  and  intentions  in  regard  to  all 
similar  acquisitions  of  oeded  territory.  Where- 
fore, in  the  ordinance  for  governing  the  North- 
western Territory,  did  yoiL  with  such  grave  delib- 
eration establish,  as  one  ot  the  ftmdamental  prin- 
djdes  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  for  the  regula* 
tion  of  your  territories  in  all.  future  time,  the  ex- 
clusion of  involuntary  servitude,  and  why  would 
you  now  relax  a  system  established  in  the  health- 
mi  vigor  and  freshness  of  your  newly  acquired 
liberty,  and  bring  into  doubt  principles  which  were 
ihoDi  so  solemnly  determined  ?"  To  these  inqui- 
ries, he  said,  he  should  only  be  able  to  answer, 
"  Tempora  mwtcmtur  d  nos  mutamwr  in  UUi.^^ 

If  tne  obligations  imposed  upon  us  by  the  Con- 
stitution were  ri^rous  to  the  extent  which  |2:entle- 
men  seemed  to  insist,  our  condition  was  indeed 
deploraUe.  If,  while  the  nations  of  the  old  world 
were  forming  confederations  in  order  to  exclude 
from  their  own  dependencies  the  future  introduction 
of  slaves  and  to  propitiate  Heaven  bv  an  atte^opt 
to  atone  lor  the  jpast  abominations  of  tnat  traffic  of 
the  human  species,  we  are  not  only  inhibited  from 
coming  into  their  system,  but  are  really  obliged,  by 
treaty,  to  open  a  new  and  illimitable  market  within 
our  own  territories ;  and  while  they  are  contracting 
the  sphere  of  human  misery  and  servitude,  wejire 
conmelled  to  widen  its  expanse  from  the  Mississippi 
to  the  setting  sun :  then,  indeed,  is  our  situation 
most  humbling.  It  will  be  in  vain,  he  feared,  to 
compare  the  youth  and  purity  of  our  institutions 
with  the  decrepitude  of  the  dd  world,  and  the 
rottenness  of  their  systems,  if  this  be  our  predica- 
ment 

If  the  President  and  Senate  can,  by  treatVj  acquire 
possessions  in  all  parts  of  the  ^lobe,  and  omd  us  to 
admit  them  into  our  Union,  without  any  restriction 
upon  their  laws  and  usages ;  should  he  chance  to 
travel  through  any  part  of  Bur(^)e,  after  these 
should  be  admkted  as  acknowledged  principles  of 
Constitutional  law,  and  hear  his  country  branded 
as  a  regimi  of  hypocrisy,  and  its  people  as  ajrace 
of  men,  who,  with  liberty  in  their  mouths,  carried 
rods  for  the  backs  and  chains  for  the  feet  ot  unborn 
millions,  into  a  new  world :  he  should  stand  in 
need  of  the  speech  of  the  nonorahle  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  as  the  only  panoplv  competent  to 
enable  him  to  repel  the  point  of  sucn  injuiious  ac- 
cusations, as  his  own  invention  would  not  supply, 
him  with  a  satisfactory  answer.  Still,  if  in  reauty 
our  faith,  by  treaty,  was  thus  {lighted,  though  he 
should  deem  the  ac^[]uisition  of  the  whole  territory 
a  vital  misfortune,  and  should  think  it  would  have 
been  happier  for  us  if  the  Musissippi  had  been  an 
eternal  torrent  of  burning  lava^  impassable  as  the 
lake  which  separates  the  evil  from  the  good,  and 
the  re^ns  beyond  it  destined  to  be  covered  for- 
ever with  brakes  and  junsies,  and  the  impenetrable 
haunts  of  the  wolf  and  the  panther ;  yet,  he  would 
not  then  advocate  a  breach  of  the  public  £uth,  but 
he  should  think  it  the  duty  of  Congress  to  recom- 
mend a  new  neffotiation  with  the  present  benefi- 
cent monarch  of  France,  to  the  end  of  obtaining 


his  leieMe  &om  the  provisions  of  a  trtaly  so  fiRal 
to  our  best  interests*. 

In  all  the  discussicmsof  the  main  qnestioii,  whiek 
had  come  under  his  eye^  the  disputants  on  eack 
side  had  placed  the  Con^itucion  in  theforegionmd, 
and  reserved  the  treatv  of  cession  for  subsequent 
examination.  But  to  nim  it  appeared  move  proper 
to  inv^t  this  order  of  inqmry.  The  people  ot 
Missouri  had  no  claims  to  a  participation  m  thte 
benefits  of  the  Constitution,  exc^t  such  as  were 
derived  4o  them  through  the  medium  of  the  treatjr, 
and  so  far  only  as  those  benefits  were  alluded  to, 
or  secured  them  by  expees  reference  in  tliat  instm- 
ment  The  C<mstitution  was  the  templcL  and  tke 
treatv  the  portico,  throuah  which  akme  they  weee 
entitled  to  admission.  In  his  view  of  the  subieeC 
this  distincti<Hi  was  extremely  material,  and  ke 
could  wish  to  render  it  dear.  According  to  the 
principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  a  country,  the  do- 
main and  jurisdiction  of  which  is  oeded  in  full 
soveceignty  to  another  country,  can  have  no  elaiaa 
to  partake  in  its  government  which  are  not. to  be 
found  in  precise  terms  and  stipulations.  The  right 
to  make  war  is  an  attribute  of  every  sovereignlv. 
Conquest  is  incident  to  war,  and  the  right  to  hold 
a  conquered  territory  follows  upon  conquest  IT 
pcAce  is  made  on  the  principle  of  tUi  posiidetUy 
without  more  words  the  victor  disposes  of  his  con- 
quest, and  fi^overns  it  at  hLs  pleasure.  But  if  the 
cession  of  the  conquered  territory  is  extended  into 
special  articles,  looking  to  the  future  condition  and 
government  ot  the  inhabitants,  the  right  of  the 
conqueror  is  thai  limited  and  ddined  by  the  treaty 
alone.  The  principles  applicable  to  a  conqueped 
territory  are  equally  so  to  a  territory  acquired  by 
amicable  purchase.  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States  in  full  sovereignty,  with  all  the 
rights  over  the  same  which  belonged  to  France  or 
Spain.  Had  the  grant  been  comprised  in  these 
terms  only,  it  would  have  been  absolute.  The 
United  States  might  have  held  it  forever  as  a 
colcmy,  €fr  fnrohibited  its  settlement,  or  governed  it 
by  a  prefect ;  and  why  not  have  admitted  it  to  a 
partial  enjoyment  of  State  rights'?  Such  an  ad- 
mission Plight  wdl  be  conceived  to  be  a  boon  to 
the  inhabitants.  It  certainly  would  have  been  a 
relaxation  of  the  absolute  ri^  of  dominion  vested 
by  the  cession.  What  objection  could  be  raised^ 
against  proffering  to  the  inhabitaxits  of  a  country, 
thus  unconditionallv  surrendered,  any  limited  foe- 
ulty  of  ^tidcing  of  the  powers  of  your  Constitu- 
tion, which  pru&nce  and  policy  might  induce  you 
to  ffrant  1  Why  should  you  be  con^ieUed  to  jB^ruit 
to  uiem  all  or  nothing  ?  Why  should  they  be  M- 
stricted  ircHn  accepting  of  a  part  that  would  be 
useful  to  diem,  and  sufficient  for  all  their  purposes, 
because  the  whole,  which  nug^  be  unsmtme  U> 
their  circumstances,  or  unimportant  to  their  welfaiCL 
is  unattainable?  No  conjecture  could  be  raised 
of  any  good  reason  for  i^cinga  Government,  aad 
its  nevny  acquired  subjects,  in  any  predicaraeat 
respecting  each  other,  which  could  not  be  altered 
or  modif^  by  a  fair  compact;  and  he  could  not 
doubt  that  either  the  right  to  acquire  territory  under 
the  Constitution  must  be  renounced,  {a  qnestioii 
now  too  late  to  be  stirred,)  or  that  the  faowty  of 
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impuilttg  to  die  newtonani  so  much  and  too  more 
of  the  auolnte  power  of  the  sovereign  as  to  him 
slMoid  seem  good,  most  be  admitted. 

Keeping,  thei^  in  riew  these  general  principles, 
he  vas  inqfyared  to  examine  the  treaty  of  cession 
ktL  detail,  and  ascertain  how  fkr  the  absolute  sorer- 
eifBty,  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  in  Loaisiana, 
was  eontioUed  by  the  special  prorisions  of  that 
iBstraaicnt*  It  would,  howerer^  facilitate  the  ex- 
L  of  his  views,  to  consider  who  were  the 
i  to  tke  treaty.  As  to  this,  he  observed,  th^t 
negatively  they  were  not  the  white  peopled  States 
on  one  side,  and  the  slaveholding  States  on  the 
other,  as  the  coarse  of  the  argument  might  some- 
times afanoBt  lead  us  to  conclude.  It  would  afflict 
him  to  aee  the  Senate  divide  into  the  factions  of 
the  Gttdpha  and'Ohibb^aes,  or  the  white  and  red 
foaea  soneaded  in  the  festoons  of  their  tapestry. 
He  should  not  agree,  without  a  strugg^le,  to  give 
v^  his  right  to  be  considered  as  the  citizen  of  a 
common  coontry,  of  which  the  ffentleman  who 
nreceded  him  was  so  distinguished  an  ornament. 
The  parties  then  were  the  IJnited  States  of  Ame- 
rica m  behalf  of  the  citizens  who  were  original 
partRs  to  the  Constitntion,  the  old  States  then  in 
the  UnioKi,  on  one  parL  and  Napoleon,  First  Con- 
soL  of  France,  in  behalf  of  the  French  nation,  (of 
wfaidi  Louisiana,  including  Missouri^  was  a  por- 
tioQ,)  on  the  other  part  With  respect  to  by  far 
the  maier  number  and  most  important  interests 
oC  the  people  at  that  time  inhabitants  of  Louisiana, 
the  treaty  has  been^cecnted  to  their  entire  satis- 
faction, and  they  have  nothing  to  say.  TheyhAve 
heoB  creeled  into  a  State,  without  any  exception- 
ahie  restriction.  To  the  residue  of  those  innabit- 
a^  BOW  in  the  Missouri  Territory^  it  was  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  it  was  not  possible,  in  the  words 
of  the  treaty,  to  make  them  a  State.  They  were 
too  few,  and  could  have  no  pretext  for  claiming 
this  privilege.  As  to  another  dasa-^those  who 
bad  migrated  thither  from  the  United  States,  they 
could  cmim  no  rights  in  Missouri  under  the  treaty, 
correctlj  speakinff.  Thev  cannot  place  themselves 
in  the  sttoatioa  of  the  Fipench  ^  subjects  who  were 
represented  by  Napoleon.  They  were  American 
citizieDs,  and  as  such,  inhabiting  the  old  domain, 
they  were  parties  under  the  United  States.  For 
any  violation  of  the  treaty,  afiecting  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  ceded  territory  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sioa,  the  French  Qovemment  mitfht  demand  re- 
dress; but,  in  behalf  of  those  iniose  migration 
thither  is  piostwior,  that  Govermnent  could  not  be 
entitled  to  interpose.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  how*- 
ever^  that  i^  by  the  sale  of  yom  lands,  or  by  per- 
nnttmg^ti^  States  to  be  erected  in  the  territory, 
exempt  fiom  the  restriction  of  slavery,  or  by  any 
odMT  circuasrtances,  these  persons  have  been  in- 
diMed  to  aetde  in  Missouri,  under  an  expectation 
of  vefaininff  their  slaves,  it  would  be  rcnujg^nant  to 
the  pmeiples  of  eqaity  to  disconcert  their  plans, 
and  tibeiate  the  negroes  already  there.  Andagdnst 
thia  eflEect  they  are  protected  by  the  amendment. 
it  fonehes  not  the  prq)ert^  in  slaves  ahrady  in- 
trodooed,  botregards  the  future  augmentation  of 
their  anmbers.  So  that  justice  would  be  done 
la  all  parties  to  the  treaty,  in  the  most  ample 


sense,  and  also  to  diose  whose  claims  arise  not 
mider  that  instrument,  but  under  the  laws,  mnts. 
and  acquiescence  of  the  Government  of  the  Unitea 
States.  Thus  not  a  mortal  can  make  any  reason- 
able compkint.  Nor  is  the  hardship  mater  upon 
the  owner  of  a  slave,  who  is  prevented  from  tak- 
ing him  hereafter  into  that  country,  dian  upon  the 
proprietor  of  a  house  or  a  ship,  which  cannot  be 
removed.    Let  us,  then,  having  designated  the 

a  their  rights,  and  their  present  attitudes, 
to  those  clauses  of  limitation  of  the  abso- 
^bt  of  sovereignty,  which  the  terms  of  ces- 
sion used  in  the  treaty,  it  not  qualified,  Would  im- 
port The  inquiry,  he  readily  agreed,  should  be 
approached  with  a  spirit  of  lioerality  and  fair  in- 
terpretation, and  not  with  the  art^ces  of  forced  con- 
structions, and  the  narrownesss  of  its  jmridical 
forms.    The  material  words  are  these : 

'*  The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
'  incorpofated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  and 
*.  admitted,  aii  soon  as  poesible,  aeoording  to  the  prin- 

*  oipies  of  the  Federal  Constitiition,  to  the  enjoyoaent 

*  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  itamaaities  of  eitt* 

*  sens  of  the  United  States  \  and,  ia  the  meantiBie, 
'  Shan  be  maintained  aad  proleetsd  in  the  free  ei^- 

*  raent  of  their  liberty,  propertj»  and  the  religioa 

*  which  they  profess*" 

Mr.  O.  T^ttld  nbt  pause  to  consider,  whether  all 
these  words  might  not  be  satisfied  by  imparting  to 
those  inhabitants  a  territorial  government,  such  as 
the^  now  enjoyed,  though  mueh  might  be  urged 
in  lavor  of  such  a  construction.  The  First  Con- 
sul, Napoleon,  had^  indeed,  extended  his  paternal 
care  to  most  of  the  nations  in  Europe,  and  taken 
at  least  a  bird's  eye  view  of  the  affairs  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  shown  a  condescending  willingness 
to  display  his  jfood  offices  in  giving  to  them  aeon- 
venient  dkection.  But  he  doubted  how  fiiMt  was 
an  indispensable  consideration  with  him  at  the 
tinie  of  making  the  treaty,  that  the  pemde  of  Loa- 
isiaaa  should  become  mdepenient  States,  aad 
members  of  the  Federal  Union.  He  was  a  great 
giver  of  constitutions,  which  he  took  from  his  own 

Eigeon  holes,  and  hung  upon  the  necks  of  his  al* 
es  with  chains;, but  they  were  generally  of  a 
different  description  from  those  of  the  United 
States.  But  waiving  this  consideration,  and  ao-  ~ 
cepting  the  phraseology  of  the  treaty  in  the  most 
popular  and  liberal  sense,  and  ^[ranting  that  the 
terms  '*  incorporation  in  the  Union,"  and  admis- 
sion  to  be  States,  are  synonymous  terms,  the  ques- 
tion naUirally  oeeurs,  what  was  the  condition  and 
character  of  this  union  of  States  at  thetim^  of 
fioaming  the  treaty  1  To  this,  whatever  it  might 
be,  both  parties,  certainly  the  Ministers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  must  be  understood  to  refer.  There  b 
no  rule  inore  certain  in  the  interpretation  of  trea- 
ties, than  that  which  prescribes  a  regard  to  be  had 
to  the  condition  of  the  parties,  and  subject-matter 
of  the  negotiation  at  the  epoch  of  its  conclvsion. 
At  this  period  the  Federal  Union  consi^ed  «f 
States  which  had  joined  the  Confederacy  imder 
various  circumstances.  There  were  the  old  United 
States;  there  were  also  Kentucky,  Vermont,  Ten- 
nessee, who  had  come  in  without  the  rcstnetioin 
npoB  slsvery,  and  Ohio»  which  had  aeeeded  to  the 
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restrictioa,  and  adqpted  it  as  a  part  of  her  ooiisti- 
tntioB.  ProYision  was  also  made  by  the  ordinaiiee 
of  1787,  (jxjadj  styled  the  immortal  ordinance,)  for 
the  admission  of  other  States  in  the  only  territo- 
rial possessions  of  the  United  States  subject  to  the 
inhioition  of  serritude.  All  these  States  were  in- 
corporated into  the  Union  at  that  time.  But  as 
the  inferences  resulting  from  this  ordinance  are  all- 
impKNTtant  and  conclusive  in  the  illustration  of  the 
subject,  and  applicable  as  well  to  the  construction 
of  the  constituticm  as  of  the  treaty,  (which  he 
should  endeayor  to  demonstrate^)  he  must  crare 
indulgence  to  recapitulate  its  history,  and  to  show 
in  wmtt  manner  it  had  become  engrafted  into  the 
whole  body  of  our  laws  appertaining  to  this  power 
of  admitting  new  States.  On  this  topic  dates, 
though  dry,  become  material.  The  Noithwestem 
territory  was  ceded  by  Virginia  in  March,  1784. 
In  July,  1786,  Confess  passed  a  resolution,  recom- 
mending to  Virginia  to  revise  her  act  of  cession, 
so  far  as  to  empower  Congress  to  erect  not  more 
than  ^^%y  nor  less  than  three  States,  as  future  cir- 
cumstances mi^t  require,  in  the  ceded  territory, 
which  should  £&ve  the^same  rights  of  soverdgnty, 
freedom,  and  independence,  as  the  original  States. 
In  July,  1787,  was  passed  the  celebrated  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  that  territory,  establishing 
fundan^tal  principles  of  civil  ana  religious  li^ 
erty  as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  gov- 
cnmients,  which  should  forever  thereafter  be  form- 
ed therein ;  and  providing  also  for  the  estaUbhment 
of  States,  and  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the 
Federal  councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States.  Among  these  fundamental  prin- 
ciples is  found  a  perpetual  canon  against  involun- 
tary servitude.  Now.  sir,  please  to  observe  a  most 
decisive  and  leadintf  tact.  In  December.  1788,  the 
State  of  Virginia,  by  an  act  reciting  tne  recom- 
mendation of  Congress  of  1786,  and  in  express 
words  recognising  the  ordinance  of  1787,  assents 
to  the  proposal  made  by  Congress,  and  ratifies  and 
confirms  tne  article  of  that  ordinance  which  con- 
tained a  repetition  of  the  terms  of  that  proposal ; 
thus  giving  its  solemn  sanction  and  adoption  to 
the  entire  ordinance,  to  the  extent  d  her  power. 
No  imagination,  he  believed,  could  form  an  idea 
of  a  more  perfect  compact  than  this.  Here  were 
parties,  consideration,  solemnities,  exchange  of 
documents,  perfect  and  mutual  inteUigenee,  and 
due  deliberation.  Hence  it  foUows  irresistiblj,  that, 
by  the  admission  of  aU  parties^-of  Virginia  who 
made,  and  of  Conness  which  received  Sie  cession 
— the  probdbitioB  <?  slavery  to  all  perpetuity,  and  in 
all  governments  in  that  territory,  was  not  deemed 
to  impair^  in  any  respect,  but  to  be  periectly  con- 
sistent with  ^  the  sovereignty,  freedom,  asd  inde- 
pendence'*  of  the  Stages,  and  ^^the  original  footing" 
upon  which  they  were  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Yet  this  ordinance  had  been  despatched 
by  the  honorable  ffentleman  who  preceded  nim,  as 
an  usurpation.  But  it  was  an  usurpation  in  favor 
of  the  rights  of  mankind,  with  the  consent  of  all 
parties  concerned ;  and  Mr.  O.  cared  not  at  this 
day  whether  Congress,  under  the  old  Oonfedera- 
tum,  had  power  to  acquire  territory  or  not  Vir- 
gima,  who  granted,  could  not  have  disputed  the 


t^  and  any  court  of  chancery  wimld  have  de- 
cided that  the  grantees  took  and  held  an  estate  im 
trust  for  the  whole  American  people.  If  they  could 
not  have  held  it,  there  was  no  tide  elsewhere  to  be 
found.  But  the  recognition  of  this  ordinancedoea 
not  rest  here.  He  would  demonstrate  that  it  had 
been  wrought  into  the  entire  system  of  the  CoiHatt- 
tution  and  laws,  and  interwoven  with  the  vcrj 
warp  and  woo£  so  as.to  have  become  a  part  of  the 
fabric.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  First  CoOjgreaBy 
under  the  new  Constitution,  was  framed  to  infitae 
new  vigor  into  this  ordinance,  and  to  give  it  full 
efiect,  under  the  new  order  of  thinas. 

In  December,  1789,  North  Carolina  cedes  to  the 
United  States  that  portion  of  her  territory,  since 
constituted  into  the  State  of  Tennessee ;  and  ex- 
pressly refers  to^  and  estaUishes,  so  Su*  as  her  con- 
sent could  do  It,  this  same  ordinance,  exeeptiBg^, 
however,  the  slave  article,  (thus  implying  tluU, 
without  the  exception,  she  would  be  bound  by  it,> 
and  this  cession  is  accepted  by  Con^^ress  socm  after 
the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution.  In  April, 
1798,  an  act  of  Congress  for  the  amicaMe  settle- 
ment of  the  limits  of  Georgia  makes  this  ordinance, 
with  the  same  exception,  Uie  basis  of  all  the  righia 
and  privileges  of  thfc  people  of  the  Territory.  In 
May,  1800^  the  very  first  section  of  the  act  relatiye 
to  the  territory  ceded  by  Georgia,  sets  up  and  ex- 
tends this  ordinance  to  that  country,,  by  cxptoas 
reference;  again,  in  April,  1803,  the  artides  of 
agreement  between  the  United  States  and  the 
State  of  G^eorgia.  for  the  cession  of  the  Yaaoo 
lands,  jrecognise  tne  authority  of  the  same  ordi- 
nance, and  stipulate  for  the  futwe  admission  of 
the  ceded  territc^  ^  in^  the  Unions"  on  the  same 
conditions  and  restrictions,  and  with  the  same  pitF- 
ilegcs,  and  in  the  same  manner,  '^  as  b  provided  by 
that  ordinance." 

Such  being  the  state  of  facts  connected  with 
this  ordinance,  at  the  time  of  making  the  Louisi- 
ana treaty,  it  is  altogether  inooncetvude  that  the 
American  Ministers,  in  constructing  an  article 
which  looked  to  the  future  incorporation  of  States 
from  a  territory  which  was  to  be  transferred  to  the 
United  States,  should  lose  sight  dther  (^  an  ordi- 
nance, or  of  the  practice  under  it,  which  contained 
the  fundamental  principles  that  had  been  recognised 
and  adopted  in  every  former  instance  of  the  admis- 
sion of  a  "  territorial"  State.  It  is  equally  impos- 
sible that  the  framers  of  the  treaty  should  have  in- 
tended to  tie  1^  (he  hands  of  Congress  from  the 
power  of  ^  incorporating  the  inhabitants  into  the 
Union,"  in  the  same  mode  that  the  inhabttants  of 
other  territorial  possessions,  or  -any  of  theUL  haid 
been  so  incorporated.  Hoice,  it  iiresistihlv  foUowa, 
that  Congress,  bjr  incorporating  the  people  of  Aiis- 
souri  into  the  Union^  upon  the  same  principles  and 
with  similar  restrictions  to  those  which  at  the  time 
of  that  treaty  had  been  actually  moulded  into  the 
constitution  of  Ohio,  and  which  were  promul^ted 
and  established  as  fundamentals  for  the  ratnre 
States  to  he  erected  in  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
would  execute  the  treaty  not  only  in  the  spirit,  hat 
to  the  very  letter.  But  they  were  not  only  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  Union;  they  were  lo  he  acbnit- 
ted,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
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D,  to  ihe^QJoyment  of  all  the  rights,  immu- 
DitieB,  and  adTantages,  of  citizeiis  of  the  United 
States.  What,  then  is  a  just  description  of  rights, 
immuuties,  and  advantaffes,  d^ivable  from  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;,  for  it  is  these 
alone  which  fell  within  the  scope  of  the  aut^iority 
of  the  negotiators  of  the  treaty  on  your  behalf? 
Tftiej  were  not  intrusted  to  bargain  lor  any  rights 
or  iiimivnilies  which  the  people  acquire  from  a 
State  or  a  State  from  the  people.  He  denied,  un- 
equivocally, that  what  was  called  the  righ^of  self- 
goTyrnment  in  the  people,  or  the  faculty  of  making 
a  State  constitution,  poceeded  from  the  principles 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  an  original  right  in  the  people  of  the  several 
old  United  States,  rested  in  them  by  the  Jaws  of 
nature  and  nations,  when  sovereignty  was  cast 
apOA  them,  and  they  were  compell^  to  form  these 
gOTeniments  fot  themselves.  This  right  in  those 
old  inhabitants  was  paramount  to  tl^  formation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  had  been  exercised 
before  it  breathed  the  breau  of  life.  It  was  physi- 
cally impoesible  to  place  the  people  of  the  subse- 
quently acquired  territory,  and  the  States  hereafter 
Co  be  mmed,  in  the  same  precise  relation  to  the 
Union,  that  exists  between  the  Union  and  the  cit- 
izens of  the  old  States.  In  the  latter  connexion, 
all  that  is  not  granted  to  the  Union  is  reserved  to 
the  States  In  the  former,  all  that  is  not  granted 
to  the  new  State  is  reserved  to  the  Union.  In  one 
ease,  the  States  are  the  sources  of  power,  and  the 
Co^ffititntion  is  the  reservoir ;  in  the  other,  tne  people 
of  the  United  States  are  the  fountain,  whence  must 
ianie  the  streams  destined  to  fertilize  and  irrigate 
the  ceded  territories,  and  Congress,  as  their  agents, 
may  and  ought  to  prescribe  me  course  and  direc- 
tioii,  and  oect  the  mounds  and  the  dykes  which  a 
rcgwl  to  the  common  wdfare  may  demand.  In 
a  w<Nrd,  he  insisted,  in  reference  to  the  two  cases, 
that  in  one  the  States  were  the  grantors,  and  the 
Coostitation  the  grantee^and  that  in  the  other,  the 
granted  is  the  Constitution,  and  the  srantees  the 
territorial  States.  The  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion had  no  bearing  on  one  class  of  these  relations. 
Pf»eiples  are  poewates  which  constitute  the  es- 
sence of  the  swjject  to  which  they  relate,  which 
make  it  what  it  is.  But  there  are  no  pnnciples 
tmf^n%^  tlie  monicipal  relations  between  States 
and  citizens  in  the  federal  compact,  except  that  a 
xepahlican  government  shall  be  guarantied.  For 
the  rat,  the  treaty  stipulations  determine  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana^  when  incorporated,  shall 
be  eligible  to  be  Presidents,  Vice  Presidents,  mem- 
bers of  Coagicss,  and  <i^)aUe  of  sustaining  all  of- 
ieea  under  the  Constitution,  civil  and  military, 
and  entitled  to  their  im  and  proportionate  share 
eC  all  the  great  contracts  and  uttle  contracts^  and 
to  all  sorts  of  inrivileffes  and  advantages  enjoyed 
bjr  imy  other  citizen  o7  the  Union  in  that  capacity. 
But  it  does  not  secure  to  them  that  they  snail  be 
admitted  without  the  slave  inhibition,  as  was  Ten- 
nesaee^  nor  absolutely  subject  to  it  as  were  the 
Northwestern  territorial  States:  but  that  either 
one  or  the  other  of  those  modes  of  admission  should 
be  adopted  in  the  discretion  of  Congress,  exercised 
onder  a  future  view  of  all  circumstances. 


This  is  sufficient  for  all  purposes ;  and  it  is  an 
unreasonable  complaint  from  the  lips  of  those  who 
have  been  the  subjects  of  a  despotic  government, 
that  they  are  degraded  by  bein^  plac^  on  a  level 
with  the  vigorous  and  flourishmg  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinob ;  whose  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives would  be  close  upon  his  heels,  and  with 
great  reason,  should  he  contend  that  they  were 
not  sovereign  States,  on  the  same  footing  with  the 
original  associates.  He  was  not  disposed  to  ex- 
patiate upon  the  import  of  other  words  used  in  the 
treaty.  He  admitted  that  slaves,  considering  how 
valuable  a  portion  they  constituted  in  a  part  of 
Louisiana  at  the  epoch  of  the  treaty,  ought  to  be 
comprehended  in  tne  term  "property,"  and  pro- 
tected as  such  :  a  just  confidence  was  entertained, 
no  doubt,  that  they  should  be  preserved  and  pro- 
tected, and  that  slavery  would  be  permitted  in  that 
part  of  the  territory  where  that  unhappy  condition 
of  society  existed ;  and  that,  wl^re  it  did  not,  a 
sound  discretion  would  be  exercised  by  Congress. 
On  this  ground  the  State  of  Louisiana  is  not  in- 
hibited from  holding  slaves;  and  on  this  same 
ground  the  amendment  dpes  not  affect  daves  al- 
ready in  Missouri.  All  abstract  discussions,  there- 
fore, on  the  philological  meaning  of  the  term 
"property,"  were,  in  his  humble  opinion,  super- 
fluous, on  this  occasion. 

Having  shown,  as  he  thought,  conclusively,  that 
no  impediment  could  be^  found  in  the  treaty  of 
cession  to  the  annexation  of  the  proposed  condi- 
tion to  the  charter  requested  by  Missouri,  Mr.  O. 
v^as  prepared  to  investigate  the  objections  sug- 
gested as  arising  from  the  Constitution.  As  his 
entire  reliance  was  placed  upon  the  express  power, 
and  he  felt  not  the  least  necessity  ot  resorting  to 
any  constructive  or  implied  authori^,  he  shmild 
advert  to  certain  clauses  of  the  Constitution,  cited 
on  both  sides,  in  which  no  express  power  was  ap- 
parent, merely  for  the  purpose  of  laying  them  out 
of  his  course.  The  first  of  these  was  the  article 
respecting  the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves. 
The  opponents  of  the  amendment  were  welcome 
to  that  article  and  to  any  construction  which  they 
had  seen  fit  to  attach  to  it*  He  had  no.  dispotttion 
to  impair  the  force  of  the  arguments  of  his  firiends, 
deduced  from  that  article.  They  might  be  satis- 
factory and  conclusive  in  their  estimation,  but  he 
had  always  believed  that  the  scope  of  that  article 
embraced  the  mischief  (and  that  only)  of  bringing 
slaves  into  the  United  States  from  foreign  coun- 
tries;  that  importation  had  allusion  to  the  bring- 
ing in  by  water,  and  migration  to  the  introduction 
by  land ;  but  that  it  never  was  contemplated  to 
prevent  a  proprietor  of  slaves  from  takmg  them 
irom  one  of  the  old  States  into  another. 

In  scqpport  of  thb  construction,  Mr.  O.  recurred 
to  the  loumal  of  the  Federal  Convention,  and 
traced  this  article  from  the  original  report  through 
the  various  amendments,  and  to  its  final  adoption 
in  its  present  form.  As,  he  said,  he  gathered  no 
assistance  from  that  article,  so  he  found  no  ob- 
stacle in  another,  which  had  been  cited  by  the 
honorable  ^sentleman  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Macon.)  He  meant  that  which  provided  for  the 
apportionment  of  representatives  and^  taxes,  by  the 
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Constit«tioii&l  ratio,  on  States  <<  hereaftor"  to  be 
achnkted  into  the  Union.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  weii  understood  that  Kentucky  and 
the  western  dirision  of  North  Carolina  would,  at 
some  liiture  day,  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  and 
probably  other  States  in  which  slavery  was  al- 
ready existing.  They  merely  intended,  in  that 
event,  that  the  same  ratio  should  be  applied ;  and 
against  this  claim  nobody  contends,  if  Missouri 
is  permitted  to  tolerate  slavery,  no  doubt  her  po- 
litical wei^t  will  be  augmented  by  the  whole 
number  of  slaves.  If  any  inference  arises  from 
this  consideration,  it  certainly  is  not  in  fkvor  of 
allowing  that  right.  This  article  in  the  Cbnsd- 
tution,  therefore,  proved  nothing  to  the  point  in 
controversy.  Mr.  O.  said  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  on  which  he  placed  his  sole  depend- 
ence, and  considered  clear  and  all-sufficient  to«up- 
port  the  claim  of  tight  to  annex  conditions  to  the 
admission  of  a  State,  was  the  thiifd  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  which  conveys  the  power  of  admit- 
ting new  States  and  of  disposing  of  and  regula- 
tinji^  the  Territories.  Let  us  occupy  a  moment  in 
fixing  the  d^nition  here  intended  of  the  term 
State.  It  is  a  word  of  various  signification.  Every 
independent  community  is  a  State.  Turkey  is  a 
State,  so  is  Russia,  and  the  various  European 
Qovemments,  and  so  are  the  States  of  Barbary. 
The  States'  General  of  the  United  Provinces  used- 
to  designate  the  individuals  who  represented  them, 
and  the  term  foreign  States  is  used  in  our  Con- 
stitution as  a  collective  name  and  description  for 
all  foreign  nations.  But  none  of  these  denomina- 
tions of  States  can  be  intended  by  the  phrase  in 
the  Constitution,  "  New  States  may  be  admitted 
into  this  Union."  We  all  agree  that  these  words 
must  refer  exclusively  to  Republican  Stales.  Now, 
the  condition  of  the  United  States  and  its  territory 
at  the  time  of  forming  the  Constitution,  was  this — 
some  of  the  existing  Statte  might  not  at  first  ac- 
cede to  it.  New  States  (as  happened  with  Ken- 
tucky  and  Tennessee)  might,  and  it  was  expected 
would,  be  formed  within  the  jurisdiction  of  oAd 
States.  Other  new  States,  it  vms  distincdy  un- 
derstood, would  be  formed  within  the  Northwest- 
em  Territory.  The  provision  for  the  admission  of 
new  States  was,  then,  beyond  all  controversy,  in- 
tended to  apply  to  all  these  descriptions  of  States. 
Of  consequence,  it  comprehended  tne  States  whose 
erection  and  establishment  was  provided  for  in  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  But  to  these,  the  inhibition  of 
da  very  was  attached,  as  well  as  other  conditions ; 
and  thus  it  follows,  to  perfect  demonstration,  that 
the  term  **  new  States '*  in  this  clause  of  rtie  Con- 
stitution, imported  aU  such  States  as  were  then 
ready,  or  as  w?re  expected  to  be  ready,  to  join  the 
Union ;  which  is  all  that  is  required  to  be  proved. 
In  short,  this  article  was  intended  to  provide  for 
the  admission  of  the  Northwestern  Territorial 
States,  as  well  as  others,  or  it  was  not.  If  it  did 
look  to  them,  it  looked  to  States  to  which  condi- 
tions were  annexed,  and  the  exclusion  of  servitude 
among  them.  If  it  did  not  regard  them,  there  is 
no  other  article,  in  virtue  of  which,  Ohio,  Indiana^ 
and  Illinois,  or  indeed  any  Territorial  Slate,  could 
be  admitted ;  and  they  ought  not  to  be  considered 


as  member  of  this  Union.  In  short,  he  pot  it  to 
the  Senate  with  the  utmost  confidence,  tkat  no 
man  could  read  the  ordinance  so  often  cited,  and 
think  of  the  advances  then  already  made  bf-Che 
people  of  Ohio  in  population,  and  their  preparati€>ii 
to  l^ome  a  State,  and  deny  that  the  framera  of 
the  Constitution  had  them  in  their  view,  and 
prominently  so,  in  framing  that  article.  And  if 
that  were  true,  it  of  itself  made  an  end  of  all  ques- 
tion as  to  the  Constitutional  pbwer.  If  that  one 
fact  Were  granted,  it  was  enough  for  him.  For 
that  fact  alon^,  by  showing  that  the  States  men- 
tioned in  the  ordmance  were  among  those  men- 
tioned in  the  article,  is  entirely  conclusive  to  show- 
that  a  species  of  new  States  might  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  npon  which  conditions  should 
have  been  imposed  by  CJongress. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Otis,  the  fair  and  undeniable 
conclusions  resulting  from  this  article,  do  not  rest 
here.  By  the  same  article.  Congress  havepower 
to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needml  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory  and  other  proper^ 
of  the  United  States.  Much  stress  had  been  laia, 
and  with  great  propriety,  upon  the  latter  branch 
of  this  power — that  "  of  makmg  the  needfol  rules," 
dbc,  but  none  that  he  had  yet  seen  or  heard  upon 
the  first  words  '^  to  dispose  ofj"  &c.  It  was  taken 
for  granted  that  these  words  imparted  to  Congress 
merely  the  faculty  of  selling  the  territerial  lands. 
But  he  claimed  for  them  a  much  ^eater  latitude. 
The  verb  "to  dispose,"  signified  not  merely  to  sdl, 
but  to  "adapt,"  "to  form  for  any  purposJe,"  "to 
apply  to  any  purpose,"  "  to  place  in  any  condition," 
£c.  These  are  definitions  not  merely  to  be  found 
in  a  dictionary,  but  such  as  had,  by  le^atire 
construction,  been  applied  to  this  very  subject.  In 
the  3d  section  of  the  act  enabling  the  people  of 
Ohio  to  form  a  Constitution,  is  provided^  among 
other  things,  that  all  that  part  of  the  territory  not 
included  within  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  shall 
be  attached  to  Indiana,  subject  to  be  hereafter 
"disposed  of  by  Congress,  according  to  the  right 
reserved  in  the  5th  article  of  the  ordinance.  Upon 
adverting  to  this  article,  it  will  be  found  to  jpre- 
scribe  the  manner  of  forming  States,  and  ofad- 
mitting  them  into  the  Union,  and  not  at  all  to  the 
sale  or  alienation  of  the  lands.  Of  consequence, 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States^  expresdy  delegate  to  Congress  bjr  the 
Constitution,  is  to  be  executed  afterwards,  m  the 
same  mode  that  it  had  before  been  exercised, 
under  the  Confederation.  That  b  to  say,  by 
forming  it  into  States,  agreeably  to  its  pleasare 
and  discretion,  and  with  such  conditions  as  (with- 
out infringing  upon  a  republican  form)  its  views 
of  policy  mi^t  dictate  and  require.  Here,  thea, 
said  Mr.  O.,  is  found  an  express  and  indubitable 
power,  couched  in  language  free  from  ambiguity, 
to  admit  new  States,  and  to  bind  them  by  com- 
pact to  the  observance  of  just  and  moral  condi- 
tions. In  pursuance  of  this  authority,  limitations 
have  uniformly  accompanied  the  grant  of  the 
power  to  fiame  State  constitutions.  The  very 
assignment  of  boundaries  is  in  the  nature  of  a  con- 
dition ;  so  are  restranits  upon  the  right  of  taxation ; 
the  language  of  judicial  proceedings;  the  security 
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oi  Iml  liy  JBry,  and  ofhaims  €»rfm$:  ^iciwldeh 
are  tabjccts  of  nmnioipal  jurisdiotiMi  in  the  old 
Suies ;  of  tbe  mrigatioa  of  riyers ;  the  resenrations 
of  minet,  and  of  the  soil  Hselt  If  Congress  pos- 
sanod  no  diaoxetion  in  these  partieulars,  the  entire 
temtory  of  Louisiana,  according  to  the  letter  df 
the  traatf,  shonld  hare  belonged  to  those  who 
-were  inhabitants  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  and 
been  admitted^  as  one  State,  into  the  Union;  fo 
the  reqnirin^  the  inhabitants  of  one  part  to  eon- 
fine  their  jniisdiction  to  a  limited  tract,  was 
eqnifalent  to  impoeii^  a  condition  that  thejr  siMmld 
renoanoe  the  rcaidoe;  lor  which,  it  might  be  said, 
the  treaty  afiS>rded  no  jnstificatioii. 

Withoat  this  power  of  aanering  conditions^  the 
United  States^  Jus  ^aid,  wonld  be  a  strange  anoov- 
aly  in  the  society  of  nations-^-«ompelled  to  admit 
to  their  boaom,  and  to  a  partioipatioa  of  their  fnn- 
demenfel  powers  and  pnrileges,  without  terms  or 
rertiietions^  aav  pcopK  in  whaterer  part  of  the 
world,  which  tne  fizecutire  Govei^ment  should 
aeqoiie  hjr  treaty^  however  alien  thck  Uws  «nd 
usages  BUf^ht  be  fipm  those  of  our  own  nation. 
For  it  is  insisted  that  a  colonial  poliey  is  abhor* 
ren^fion  tiie  genias  of  our  ConslitutioiL  and  tlmt 
Stales  must  be  formed  as  soon  as  iposslble  in  alL 
our  poasessions.  He  belieyed  no  nation  on  earth 
but  oveelTes  were  ever  placed  in  such  a  prediea- 
nienL  nor  did  he  perceiTe  how  a  sorereign  Stale 
could  erer  £orHi  a  union  with  a  foieunk  soTsreign 
or  people  without  such  a  power.  On  the  same 
foundiytion,  alone,  could  Scotland  be  held  to  the 
reatrictions  imposed  h^  the  articles  of  union  with 
Kflgjawi.  Cases,  and  those  by  no  means  extreme, 
might  be  imagined,  in  which  the  exeroise  of  such 
a  power  would  be  indispensable  to  the  salety  and 
pdicy  of  the  principal  State.  It  is  not  long,  for 
exam^e,  since  the  feudal  system  pre¥ailed  in 
Prance  i  and  the  Inquisition,  thou^  with  lee- 
tares  somewhat  relenting,  still  holds  its  iron  sway 
ia  Spain.  Loubiana  Iws  belonged  to  thne  na- 
tiflBs  in  succession.  He  knew  not  whether  feudal 
tenutes  had  been  ever  introduced  into  that  coun- 
try ^  bat  there  was  nothing  extravagant  in  the  sup- 
position that  they,  or  at  teatst  some  of  the  badges 
of  feudality,  miehjt  have  been  there  tolerated.  If 
such  had  been  &e  circumstances,  diould  the  Uni- 
ted States  be  held  to  admit  iww  States  in  that 
tenitory,  without  stipulating  for  the  abolition  of 
these  tenures  ?  Must  we  have  subjected  our  citi- 
zens migrating  thither  to  all  the  oppreasions  of 
viUanage,  of  aids  and  services,  and  the  deteataUe 
boadace  of  the  feudal  rassab?  Or,  if  a  branch 
of  theinqiiiiition  had  been  established  there, could 
we  mot  have  interposed  to.  put  down  that  pillar  of 
an  established  religion?  Or,  if  the  torture  had 
been  practtMd  as  it  was  under  the  civil  law  in 
Fiance  and  Spain,  could  no  controlling  power  be 
retained  by  any  compact  or  agreement  to  extirpate 
that  alxwaination  7 

Mr.  O.  said  he  would  suppose  another  case,  not 
likely  to  happen,  but  yet,  as  he  trusted,  not  out- 
rageously improbable.  There  were,  as  viras  well 
known,  m  many  parts  of  this  country,  societies  of 
persons  called  Shaken^  of  ^ood  moral  characters, 
and  exemplary  habits  of  mdustry,  whose  funda- 


mental doctrines  were  fcmnded  on  the  dutv  of 
celibacy.  They  are  also  a  rich  people,  and,  ia 
some  of  the  States,  experience  interruptions  in 
their  endeavors  to  augment  their  numbers,  aikd 
inconveniences  from  laws  which  press  upon  their 
conscieiices,  especiallv  in  military  c^mcems.  Im- 
agine, sir,  said  he,  all  these  sects  combined  and 
(tetermined  to  make  a  pilgrimace,  and  become 
sojourners  in  this  new  country  of  promise.  Fig- 
ure to  yourself  four  or  five  thousand  adults  of  bou 
sexes,  with  their  children,  in  separate  and  dismal 
prooeBsions,  marching  beyond  the  Mississippi  nntift 
they  should  find  a  spot  suited  to  their  occasions; 
then  halting,  and  sendina  you  a  missioeary,  with 
the  inldligence  of  their  SmMid  to  be  admitted  a» 
a  State.  Are  you  bound  to  admit  them  without 
a  sti|rolation  that  they  shall  make  no  laws  pro* 
hihitmtf  marriage,  at  the  moment  you  Imow  this 
to  be  me  main  design  of  their  ^migratiegi,  and 
thus  secure  to  a  sect  of  those  peculito  and  ai^-* 
soci^  tenets  a  monopoly  of  the  entire  State^  and 
a  power  of  virtually  exchidtng  from  its  kunadie- 
tion  the  great  mass  of  your  citizens?  There  is 
no  end  to  the  instances  if hich  might  be  multi- 
plied, wherein  your  interference  would  be  indis- 
pensaUe  for  the  protection  of  your  citizens  and  the 
prevention  of  contagious  oustoou  and  inatitutiona 
advene  to  the  policy  and  nature  of  our  Chnremr 
ment  The  consequences  of  the  doctrine  main* 
tained  on  the  other  side  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  Territorial  inhi^tants^  it  would  create  a  re- 
luctance to  admit  them  at  all  into  the  Unian. 
Besidi^  if  compacts  of  this  description  would  not 
be  obli^tory  hereafter,  those  already  framed  are 
void,  and  being  void  in  part,  are  wholly  nulL 
Hence  would  arise  uproar  and  confusion  wild: 
all  things  done  under  the  ordinance,  and  the  lawa 
which  recognise  it,  are  liable  to  be  abrogated.. 
The  great  and  flourishing  State  of  Ohio,  and  her 
contiguous  neighbors,  and  alt  that  is  fixed  to  their 
soil,  &oold  of  ri^ht  revert  to  the  Unbn,  and  the 
grants  of  C^rgia  and  North  Carolina  are  ^pso 
fiuio  rescinded;  for  the  subject-matter  being  not 
within  the  powers  of  the  Constitution,  all  con- 
trasts respecting  it,  or  growing  out  of  it,  must  be 
void.  '- 

Here,  then,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  might  safely  rest  the 
question.  Language  could  not  fi^ni^  a  power 
more  clear  and  express  than  the  Constitutional 
article  to  admit  new  States:  and,  having  these 
express  words  for  his  basis,  he  would  again  re- 
quest nothing  better  than  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man'from  Maryland ;  not  his  speech  of  yesterday, 
but  the  model  of  forensic  argument  and  eloquence 
which  he  had  exhibited  ia  the  case  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  to  show  that  the  faculty  of  im- 
posing conditions  was  among  the  necessary  deriv- 
ative powers,  even  if  the  meaning  of  the  word 
states  was  not  as  explicit  as  he  had  shown  it  to  be. 

In  the  view  which  he  had  thus  presented  of  the 
subject,  Mr.  O.  said,  he  had  endeavored  to  estab- 
lish principles,  which,  if  sound,  contained  a  sub^ 
stantial  refutation  of  the  most  important  dogmas 
advanced  by  the  honorable  ffentleman  from  Mary- 
land, thougn  not  in  the  order  in  which  they  had 
been  arrailged  by  him.    He  would,  therefore,  pass 
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rtpiilv  oyer  a  reyiew  of  some  of  his  objections, 
though  his  apswers  might  seem  like  repetitions  in 
another  form,  of  a  portion  of  his  previous  remarks : 
and  if,  among  the  speetmeiis  of  brilliant  ores  ana 
gems  that  were  scattered  through  the  honorable 
gentleman's  collection,  he  should  occ^ionally  find 
some  whose  genuineness  he  doubted,  he  would 
take  leave  to  point  them  out,  though  his  unskilflil 
finger  might  disturb  the  beauty  of  the  whole  ar- 
rangement The  honoraUe  member  had  dwelt 
with  great  pathos  upon  ,the  oiormous  character  of 
the  power  claimed  tor  Congress  under  the  Consti- 
tution, and  its  consequent  liability  to  abuse.  But 
^e  power  of  full  spvereignty  is  in  its  nature  enor- 
mous. If  the  United  States  are  capable  of  taking 
and  holding  a  grant  in  full  sovereignty,  there  is  no 
security  against  their  abuse  of  powers,  except  what 
arises  from  the  character  of  tne  people  and  their 
institutions.  Here,  however,  limitations  are  pro- 
Tided  by  the  treaty.  There  can  be  no  abuse  of 
power  where  the  inhabitants  are  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  also  contended.  Chat,  as  Conmss 
has  not  the  Constitutional  power  to  establish,  so 
neilher  is  it  competent  to  abolish  slavery.  To  this 
he  answered,  wax  the  attempt  was  neidier  to  do 
the  one  or  the  other ;  but  to  prevent  its  introduc- 
tion, by  a  &ir  compact,  into  a  new  region,  where 
it  had'  not  been  established  by  law.  He. disavowed 
oitirdy  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  interpose  its  au- 
thority in  relation  to  slavery  in  the  old  States,  and 
protested  against  the  wish  or  design  to  promote  a 
general  emancipation  of  their  slaves,  nothing 
doubting  but  that  such  a  measure  woida  be  preg- 
nant with  evil  to  master  and  man.  A  more  im^ 
portant  principle  asserted  bv  th6  honorable  goitle-^ 
man,  he  said,  was  this :  Tnat  when  Missouri  be- 
comes a  State,  she  would  acquire,  ip«>  fado^  the 
right  tQ  abrojgate  our  restrictions  as  an  incident  to 
Siite  sovereignty.  This  assertion  is,  in  fact,  be^ 
ging  the  question.  If,  by  the  Constitution,  condi- 
tions may  be  imposed  as  precedent  to  her  becom- 
ing a  State,  they  cannot  be  rescinded  by  Missouri 
in  her  capacity  of  State.  There  is  the  widest 
possible  distinction  between  legislating  upon  the 
mtemal  concerns  of  a  State,  after  she  assumes  that 
character,  and  framing  a  compact  by  a  legislative 
act  previously  to  that  event,  which  is  to  constitute, 
Mospectively,  the  fundamentals  of  their  future 
Constitution.  In  order  to  efifect  the  latter  object, 
it  is  necessary  only  to  settle  the  question,  whetl^r 
the  inhabitants  oi  a  territory  have  a  capacity  to 
contract?  If  they  are  destitute  of  this  power, 
there  is  no  safety  in  dealing  with  them,  no  secu- 
rity for  any  of  yonr  reservations,  for  your  exemp- 
tion from  taxation  on  your  own  lands,  for  securing 
the  trial  by  Jury,  or  habeas  corpus,  or  any  other 
privilege.  If  they,  on  the  contrary,  are  capable  of 
making  a  compact,  how  can  they  become  entided 
to  commit  a  fraud  by  breaking^  it,  in  consequence 
of  changing  the  form  of  their  community?  If 
tiiey  can  bind  the  United  States  they  can  bind 
themselves.  If  they  can  claim  charter  right^  they 
inust  be  held  to  the  performance  of  charter  obliga- 
tions and  conditions.  The  people  of  the  United 
States  have  fraxned  a  Constitution ;  but  their  debts, 


contracts,  and  obligations,  anteoedeotly  incnrfed, 
have  not  been,  and  can  Qever  be,  with  justiee  or 
honor,  renounced.  It  would  be  a  most  unhappy 
exposition  of  State  rights  that  should  render  tlie 
ofvposite  theory  convincing  to  the  nation :  its  mo- 
ral would  be,  mat  no  good  faith  could  be  expected 
from  a^  territorial  population,  and  its  corollary, 
that  no  bargain  should  be  made  with  them. 

It  has  also  been  strenuously  JOfgeA^  that  you  can^ 
not  exact  from  one  State  considerations  for  -her 
admission  which  you  dispense  with  in  others,  and 
that  Missouti,  reduced  to  a  pigmy,  a  shadow,  with 
amputated  limbs  and  restricted  faculties,  would 
not  be  a  State  within  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution. But,  he  replied,  there  is  not  an  exaction 
of  any  consideration  whatever  in  the  proposed  in- 
stance. A  consideration  is  doing  or  forbearing 
vdiat  the  party  granting  it  may  lawfollr  do  or  for- 
bear. But  Missouri  neither  does^  or  Tenains  from 
doing,  any  thing  for  the  benefit  of  the  Union. 
She  requires  a*  boon ;  it  is  offered  on  conditions 
demanM  by  your  views  of^  right  knd  policy. 
She  may  accept  or  not.  Whether  she  would  be 
a  State  on  an  equal  footing,  he  must  again  le^re 
to  the  honorable  members  from  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
lUmois.  Let  them  decide  whether  they  conceire 
themselves  to  be  members  of  degraded  States, 
shorn  of  the  rights  of  freedom  and  independence. 
He  should  not  like  to  face  the  storm  that  would 

Sither  over  him  who  should  .undertake  to  jHrciTe 
is  to  their  faces. 

Again,  it  is  insisted,  that  you  cannot  make  a 
grant  and  annex  to  it  conditions  repugnant  to  its 
nature,  which  must  defeat  its  operations  Here,  he 
declared  once  more,  with  all  due  req)ect,  was  an- 
other petitio  principiL  The  condition  was  prece- 
dent in  its  nature,  independent  of  the  mnt,  End- 
ing before  it  goes  into  operation.  It  taies  nothing 
fr^  the  State,  but  imposes  a  disqualification  upon 
the  people  of  the  tenitory  before  they  become  a 
State,  which  binds  them  in  good  fiiith  from  doing 
afterwards  an  act  affecting  injuriously  the  interests 
of  those  from  whom  the  grant  of  State  power  is 
derived.  To  illustrate  the  principle  by  an  exam- 
ple from  common  life :  If  a  man,  hating  an  estate 
and  children,  should  promise  his  nephew  to  make 
him  equal  to  his  ciiildren,  by  giving  nim,  at  a  cer- 
tain period,  a  share  in  the  estate,  and>  upon  his 
claimmg  the  peiformance  of  his  promise,  the  donor 
should  require  from  him  a  stipulation  that  he 
should  bring  no  dog[S  upon  the  farm,  iheie  being 
ahready  more  kept  in  the  family  than  was  con- 
sistent with  the  safety  or  convenience  of  the  actual 
occupants,  there  would  seem  to  be,  in  such  a  re- 
quest^ nothing  unreasonable,  and  in  the  agreement 
nothing  repugnant  to  the  equitable  performance  of 
the  promise.  No  ridiculous,  or  invidious,  or  de- 
grading allusion,  however,  was  intended  by  the 
comparison  of  the  cases. 

Great  stress,  he  observed,  had  been  placed,  not 
only  by  the  honorable  gentlemaa  from  Maryland, 
but  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina alsO)  upon  the  presumed  analogy  between  the 
controversy  of  G^reat  Britiin  and  me  colonies  and 
the  relations  of  the  United  States  and  Missouri,  if 
the  amendment  should  prevail.    But  he  denied 
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diat  the  rerolt  of  the  American  coleaies  origin- 
ated in  their  unwillingness  to  conform  to  the  terms 
of  their  charters.  The  reverse  of  this  is  the  troth. 
It  was  the  Tiolation  of  chartered  rights  by  the  mo- 
ther country  which  forced  the  colonies  to  resort  to 
avma.  But  he  did  not  belieTe  the  sood  pec^le  of 
Missouri  would  have  recourse  to  sacb  an  extremity, 
in  iHusuit  of  a  right  which  they  should  hare  re- 
linquahed.  Th^  would  find  no  supporters  or  al- 
lies in  a  cause  odious  and  unjust. 

We  are  aihnonished,  sir,  said  he,  of  the  distance 
of  the  propoeed  new  State.  With  distance,  it  is 
eloQuently  repeated,  eren  despotism  must  truds  and 
hneksCcr.  But  the  rery  distance  jfiunishes  a  suffi- 
dcB^  reason  for  ptoplii^  the  country  with  inhabi- 
tants whose  strength  and  resources  will  not  be 
k^nlred  by  a  slave  population.  We  are  also  aiK>s- 
trophized  to  know  why  we  object  to  the  diihsion 
of  slavery  ?  Whether  it  is  not  to  force  aianumi»- 
sioB?  And  it  is  added  that  we  cannot  g^ rid  of 
those  who  are  emancinaled ;  but,  by  openifig  the 
door,  die  master  and  stare  will  migrate  togetb^, 
and  the  condition  of  both  wOl  be  mdiorated — 
while,  in  the  other  event,  the  master  will  so  and 
the  slave  stay,  and  the  state  of  all  those  ^o  are 
left  behind  will  be  stiU  more  unfortunate.  All  the 
srguments^  he  said,  which  had  been  pressed  i:^n 
these  points  proceeded  upon  the  admission  that  a 
redundant  slave  population  wawi  an  evil,  and  an 
tfil  too  whose  tendoicy  was  to  increase.  He  cer- 
tainly was  not  now  prepared  t6  go  into  a  consid- 
exation  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  this  evil  in  the 
old  States,  or  of  any  present  or  future  remedy.  It 
was^  however,  a  subject  of  most  serious  rei^ection, 
from  which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
could  not  always  escape.  It  was  a  common  con- 
cern, and  he  doubted  not  that  the  'v^isdom  of  the 
nation  would,  in  sufficient  season,  find  some  ade- 
quate means  of  relief  for  the  threatened  calamitv, 
and  to  this  end,  and  in  reasonable  measure,  supply 
the  needful  funds.  But,  it  was  enough  for  his 
present  purpose^  that  opening  the  door  would  ag- 
gravate the  evil,  and  spread  it  far  and  wide.  If  it 
were  now  an  acknowledged  evil  in  the  old  States, 
it  must  speedily  become  so  in  the  new  ones.  Con- 
gress is  tne.^ruardian  of  the  rights,  not  of  the  pre- 
sent generation  only,  but  of  posterity ;  and,  how- 
ever remote  might  be  the  period,  the  time  must 
happen  when  the  inconveniences  of  a  slave  popu- 
lation, whatever  is  their  nature,  would^  if,  the 
amendment  were  rejected,  be  amplified  to  an  ex- 
tent that  would  be  absolutely  remediless. 

In  considering  the  expediency  of  the  poposed 
measure,  Mr.  Otis  observed  that  he  should  confine 
himself  within  very  limited  bounds.  It  involved 
a  prodigious  variety  of  topics,  on  which  he  could 
not  touch  without  being  misunderstood.  Besides, 
all  the  prindpal  views  of  which  the  question  was 
susceptude  had  been  exhibited  in  various  publica- 
tions. He  would  not  attempt  to  describe  the  effects 
of  slavery  upon  the  state  of  society  in  which  it 
existed.  He  would  leave  that  exclusively  to  the 
judgment  and  opinions  of  the  individuals  compos- 
ing that  society.  With  respect  to  those  persons, 
as  individuals,  he  was  ready  to  admit  that  he  be- 
lieved them  to  be  as  wise,  as  good,  as  just,  and  aa 


generous  as  those  of  any  other  section  of  the  coun- 
Xxj,  Among  them  he  should  be  at  no  loss  to  choose 
his  friends  or  his  executors.  Every  man  felt,  or 
ought  to  feel,  a  predilection  for  his  dear  and  native 
home.  He  felt  it  in  its  full  force  without  airy 
illiheral  prejudice  towards  other  States  or  their 
citizens.  It  was  also  a  great  error  to  impute  to 
the  North  an  antipathy  and  cold  feeling  of  security 
respeetiior  the  situation  of  the  South  in  the  par- 
ticular of  their  ^ve  population.  Whatever  diffi- 
ciilty,  embarrassment,  or  danger  could  be  foreseen, 
connected  wkh  that  object,  must  afi*ect  the  entire 
Union ;  and  called  loddlv  upon  theit  combined 
intelligence  and  fraternal  ieelinfi^s  to  adopt  the  pre- 
ventives as  it  woidd  to  apply  the  remedy.  These 
remarks  he  made  in  no  spirit  of  adulation,  but  of 
sincerity.  He  woidd  acknovdedge^  too,  that,  in 
supporting  the  amendment,  he  was  not  influenced 
by  maxims  or  inductions  from  any  religious  or 
moral  code,  that  miffht. serve  as  a  rule  for  hb  pri- 
vate conduct,  or  for  his  opinions  as  a  maur  Nei- 
ther did  the  claims  of  humanity,  as  afiecting  the 
wretched  beings  who  were,  doomed  to  bondage, 
decide  him  in  his  couifee  on  this  occasion.  .He 
looked  to  it  entirely  as  a  question  of  policy,  a£fect- 
ing  the  equitable  rights  of  the  various  parts  of  the 
Union,  and  the  security  and  welfare  of  the  whole 
people  now  and  hereafter. 

It  might  be  conceded  that  the  condition  of  the 
slaves  woul(l  be  improved  by  opening  this  flood* 
gate,  and  the  whole  force  oi  his  motives  would 
still  be  in  reserve.  His  charity  and  humanity  hmn 
at  home.  He  rested  on  the  solitary  ground  of  an 
admitted  political  evil,  which  auivery  was  ac- 
knowledged to  be,  and  which  he  conceived  it  to 
be  in  a  variety  of  particulars :  and  then  inquired 
whether  its  introduction  into  this  new  world  would 
not  tend  to  promote  its  indefinite  extension  ?  If  so, 
could  he  rightfully,  and  was  he  bound  in  con- 
science and  duty,  to  oppose  a  barrier  to  its  pro- 
gress 1  This  he  would  do  first,  and  meet  the  evU 
afterwards,  in  its  compressed  and  inevitable  shape. 
In  this  light,  he  regarded  the  difiusion  of  slavery 
as  pregnant  with  great  injustice  and  danger,  k. 
was  not  only  unjust  in  reference  to  the  white  peo- 
pled States^  but  it  was  bringing  into  contact  with 
forei^  nations,  with  Enghmd,  Spain,  and  p^hapa 
Russia,  a  weak  frontier  and  the  d^g^ded  instru* 
ments  of  intrigue  and  revolution,  which  their 
ovnders  might  not  be  able  in  process  of  time  to 
hold  in  check.  On  the  other  hand,  let  the  country 
be  settled  by  a  white  population,  and  the  securi^ 
of  the  slaveholding  States  would  be  increaseo, 
and  the  strength  of  the  whole  nation  essentially 
promoted. 

There  was  a  subject  on  which  he  never  thought, 
in  connexion  with  the  present  inquiry,  but  with 
uneasiness  and  regret,  and  to  which  he  would  now 
do  no  more  than  slightly  allude.  .It  was  the  state 
of  aflairs  in  the  blac^  empire,  rising  up  ia  the  At- 
lantic, so  £Bur  as  it  was  open  to  an  exaoiination. 
There  was  a  phenomenon  which  modern  times 
had  not  witnessed — a  nation  of  Uack  peojl^e,  in- 
tent upon  improving  in  the  arts  of  civilization, 
bold,  fieree,  and  vranike^  and  growing  more  and 
more  capable  of  ruminating  and  fcding  for  the  op- 
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pres9ioiis  inflicted  upon  theai  race  from  tima  in- 
memoriaL  First,  or  last,  these  people  will  be 
acknowledged  as  an  independent  State,  and  com- 
merce will  gire  them  access  to  all  parts  of  your 
country.  Whenever l;he  imagined  Louisiana  peo- 
pled by  slaves,  scattered  in  immense  groups  through- 
out thiBX  vast  re^n ;  sind  the  face  of  the  country 
itself}  possibilities  resulting  from  an  intercourse 
with  St.  Domingo,  rushed  upon  his  mind,  which 
it  was  enough  merely  to  intimate,  to  be  understood. 
He  would  Sien  Jeave  the  question  of  expediency, 
inexhaustible  as  he  felt  it  to  be,  with  these  few 
genera]  remarks,  being  unable  to  agree  to  any  mea- 
sure which  should  counteract  the  spirit  of  the  age, 
by  increasing  the  mischiefs  of  slarar  to  a  de|^ 
boundhess  in  extent^  and  perpetual  in  auration,  and 
to  entaU  on  posterity  a  scourge,  for  which  we  re- 
proach the  memory  of  our  ancestors.  - 

WBDKBsnAT,  January  26. 

^  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpord  the  respective 
claims  of  Moses  Atwater  and,  John  Despard,  on 
aeeount  of  property  destroyed  during  the  late  war 
with  G^reat  Britain,  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanpord  presented  the  petition  of  Mathew 
Carey  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, en^;aged  in  the  manufeictore  of  printed 
books,  i>raymg  protection  and  encouragement ;  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael 
Pepijer,  of  Preston,  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
praying  a  pension,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Taylor, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  mariner,  praying  a  pen- 
sion, also  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

BAr.  Hunter  presented  the  meniorial  of  the 
President  Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Mer- 
chants' Bfank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  praying 
the  repa3rment  of  certam  stamp  duties,  for  reasons 
stated  in  the  memorial  j  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferflBd  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Hunter  also  presented  the  petition  of  Jacob 
Bibbitt,  merchant,  of  the  port  ot  Bristol,  in  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  the  remission  of 
duties  on  a  larce  quantity  of  sugar,  which  was 
totally  destroyed  by  the  great  storm  on  the  23d  of 
September,  1815,' as  stat^  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  refered  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Thomas  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Rewohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  post  road  from  Csrmi,  in 
Whitr  county,  in  the  SUte  of  Illinois,  Inr  Monnt 
Vernon,  in  Jefferson  coanty»  to  Otrlyle,  in  Washing- 
ton county,  in  the  same  State. 


Mr<  RoBfiBTs.  from  the  Committee  of  ClaiiiUL 
to  whom  the  sumect  was  referred,  reported  a  ball 
for  the  relief  of  Jennings  CBannon,  and  the  bill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuoGLEs  presented  the  petition  m  Saratia 
Macomb,  widow,  and  executrix  of  the  late  WilliAmL 
Macomb,  of  Detroit,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
praying  that  his  leeal  representatives  may  be  con^ 
firmed  in  their  title  to  the  island  of  Ghrape  Ue, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands. 

Mr.  Walk£B,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  praying  a  pateot  ma^ 
issue  in  his  iayor  for  certain  iande,  as  stated  in  the 
petition ;  which,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  also  sabnaitted  tke 
foUpwing  motion  for  consideration': 

Jts$okedy  That  the  Coramittee  on  Public  Lands  hm 
instEOcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  protecting 
any  oecnpaat  in  his  possession,  when  the  land  ea 
which  he  shall  have  settled  shall  be  sokl,  after  tha 
month  of  Karch  in  any  year*  until  he  sha||l  have  mada 
and  gathered-  his  crop. 

Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  following  motion  fiir 
consid^tioh : 

Ruohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  int*  the  ex^ 
pedieney  of  establishing  a  post  road  ih>m  the  toirn  of 
Sedgdwick,  to  the  town  of  Deer  Isle,  in  the  District  of 
l^ftine.  * 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  tiie 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  two  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  agreed  thereto. 

'A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  pKasseda 
bill,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appropriations  to 
su^ly  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of 
the  north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  fin- 
ishing the  President's  house,  and  the  erection  of 
two  new  Executive  offices,"  in  which  bill  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  j 

The  credentials  of  William  Logan,  appointed  a         , 
Senator  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ken-         ^ 
tucky,  for  the  term  of  six  years,  commencing  on        ^ 
the  4th  day  of  March  last,  were  communicated 
and  read.  < 

The  resolutions  of  Mr.  DickeRson  fbr  amending 
the  Constitution  were  further  postponed  to  to-         ' 
morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti-  I 
tion  of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  John  O'Conner,  * 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  claim  to  a  certain  ' 
tract  of  land  on  Buffalo  Creek,  in  the  State  of  ^ 
Mississippi :  and,  also,  the  ptition  of  Hyacinthe  ' 
Bernard,  oi  Louisiana,-  praymg  to  be  confirmed  in  ^ 
his  title  to  certain  land,  as  stated  in  the  petition; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  ^ 
mittee  on  Public  Lands.  ^ 

JAMES  WAEREN.  i^ 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^        ** 

to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  War-       ^ 
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ten,  made  a  report,  accompanied  hv  a  resolution, 
diat  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  hispe- 
tition.  The  report  and  Desolation  were  read.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

The  Committee  of  Clatmt,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
pelifioo  of  James  Warren,  sabtnit  the  following  re- 
port: The  petitioner  states  that  he  was  alieatenant 
on  board  the  Alliance  frigate  in  the  Rerolntionary 
war,  commanded  by  Captain  Peter  Landais,  whieh 
vassal  took  eertain  prizes,  and  carried  them  into  the 
pert  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  from  whence  they  were 
givBB  np  to  the  enemy  by  the  Danish  OoTemment. 
The  peHttooer  prays  the  payment  of  his  share  of  ssid 
■mae.  Tlie  annexed  report  from  the  Department  of 
Slate  diows  that,  though  the  OoTemment  has  never 
abandoned  the  cl|dm  on  the  Danish  Government  for 
the  value  of  these  prizes,  there  is  no  reasonable  hope 
thai  any  thing  will  be  obuined.  The  committee  think 
Vi  nnneceeaaiy  to  remark  further  on  this  subject,  and 
sabmitthe  following  resolution : 

BeMoioed,  That  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
drew .his  petition. 

DsPABTxssT  OF  Statx,  Jan.  39,  1820. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  enclosing,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  committee,  copies  of  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State  (Mr.  Monroe)  to  the  Danish  Min- 
ister, Mr.  Pedersen,  dated  the  !4th  of  December,  1812, 
and  of  his  answer,  dated  the  19th  of  the  same  month, 
■nee  which  there  haa  been  no  further  communication 
with  the  Dannh  Government  relating  to  the  claim 
■pon  which  the  petition  of  Jaipes  Warren^  herewith 
returned,  ia  foonided.  The  impression  of  this  peti- 
taotMT  that  tho  Daniah  Government  ever  ordered  any 
part  of  this  daim  to  be  paid  to  the  American  claimants 
appemn  to  be  unfounded*  It  has  never  been,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  abandoned;  but  it  has  long 
since  ceased  to  be  an  object  upon  which  negotiation 
COnld  ofler  any  prospect  of  success.    I  am,  A^ 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

JuMATUAM  SoBxmTS,  Esq.,    - 

Chairman  Committee  of  ClaimSf  Senaie* 

DxrARTxavT  or  Stats,  Dee,  14,  1812. 
8n :  It  is  perhaps  known  to  yon  that,  in  the  year 
ITTf,  the  United  States  frigate  Alliance,  Captain 
Landais,  took  ^three  prizes  which  were  ^carried  into 
tho  port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway,  and  were  afterwards 
detif  ered  ap  to  the  captured,  upon  the  demand  of  the 
Britiah  Minister  at  your  Court,  on  the  ground  that  the 
King  of  Denmark  **  had  not  yet  acknowledged  the 
independence  of  the  coloniee  associated  against  £ng- 


The  legal  claimants  have  never  ceased  to  expect 
lirom  the  Government  of  Denmark  the  payment  of  the 
value  of  these  prizes,  which  was  computed  at  fifty 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  including  the  cargoes  of 
the  three  captured  vessels,  viz  :  of  the  ships  Betsey, 
Union,  and  Charming  Polly. 

Some  of  these  claimants  have  lately  heard  that  your 
Government  has  directed  the  payment  of  that  money 
to  them.  I  shall  be  glad  to  know  of  you  whether  such 
an  order  has  been  issued,  and,  in  case  it  has,  in  what 
mode  it  will  be  executed.  This  Government  takes 
mndi  inlarest  in  obuining  for  the  parties  a  simi  which 
ia  believed  to  be  justly  due  to  them,  and  I  ahould  be 
happy  ia  being  able  to  confirm  to  them  the  report  of 
the  4vorable  disposition  of  your  Gknremment  m  that 
renect  whidi  has  reached  them. 

Bhonld  no  step  have  been  already  taken,  I  have  to 
16th  Coic.  1st  Sesb.— 9 


request  that  you  will  have  the  goodneas  to  bring  the 
daim  before  your  sovereign,  and  to  obtain  his  dedsion 
on  it.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  See. 

JAMES  MOKHOE. 

PiTsaf  Pxnimsoir,  Esq., 

Chargi  d' AJfairee  from  Denmark. 

'  Philadelphia,  Det.  10,  1812. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of 
the  14th,  and  observe  that  a  report  h^d  reached  yon 
of  my  Government  having  directed  the  payment  of 
the  money  daimed  on  account  of  three  prizes,  which, 
in  the  year  1779,  were  carried  into  the  port  of  Bergen, 
in  Norway,  but  afterwards  delivered  up  to  the  captured, 
upon  the  demand  of  the  British  Minister,  on  the 
ground  that  the  King  of  Denmark  had  not  acknow- 
ledged the  independence  of  the  then  colonies  assodated 
against  England. 

In  reply  to  your  queries  relating  to  this  subject,  I 
beg  leave  to  observe  that  my  Government,  although 
perfectly  ready  at  the  time  to  enter  into  a  friendly 
negotiation  on  the  above-mentioned  daim,  had  never 
admitted  it  as  a  fiiir  and  legal  one,  and  it  has  for  many 
y^ars  already  considered  it  as  a  superannuated  and 
abandoned  afiair. 

When,  in  the  year  1806,  Captain  Landais  petitioned 
Congress  for  relief,  and  the  above  daim,  m  ceBa»- 
quence  thereof,  was  reported  upon  and  exhiHted  to 
Congress,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  protest  against  it, 
(as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to  myjetter  addressed  to 
the  then  SecreUry  of  Sute,  dated  February  17, 1806^ 
particulairly  so  as  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  renovap 
tion  of  that  ancient  pretended  claim  upon  my  Govern* 
roent  then  had,  and  I  fear  ever  since  has  had,  the  un- 
fortunate efiect  of  retarding  the  fiivorable  final  dedsion 
of  two  acknowledged  very  fair  daims  upon  the  Gov* 
emment  of  the  United  States  for  the  Danish  vessels 
the  Mercator  and  the  Hendrick ;  although  these  have 
not  the  most  distant  connexion  vrith  the  above-men- 
tioned, and  therefore  in  equity  ought  not,  and  I  hope 
will  not  much  longer,  thereby  be  affected. 

in  having  the  honor  of  subnrittiiig  to  you  theae  ol^ 
serrations,  I  must,  however,  acknowledge  that  I  am 
without  any  late  informatioii  from  my  Government 
Yon  will,  in  the  mean  time,  perceive,  sir»  that  the 
correctneas  of  the  rumor  above  alluded  to  is  not  very 
probable ;  and,  although  I  regret  extremely  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  at  this  time  ahould 
desire  this  claim  to  be  renewed  and  examined  into,  I 
shall,  in  compliance  with  your  request,  avail  myse(^ 
of  the  first  opportunity  for  submitting  to  my  Govern- 
ment a  copy  of  your  letter,  accompanied  with  such 
observations  as  the  occasion  may  require.  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &;c  P.  PEDERSEN. 

Hon.  J  AXIS  Moiraoi,  See*ry  of  State,. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  same  ^committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  NichoUs, 
also,,  made  a  report,  accomjpanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition.    T)ie  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  NoBLB  communicated  the  following  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
which  were  read : 

Resohed  by  ike  General  Auembfy  of  ike  State  of 
Lndiana,  That  they  do  concur  in  the  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutos,  proposed  to  the 
consideration  of  the  several.  Sutes,  by  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  which  is  as  follows,  to  wit : 
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'•  CongfeM  ihall  make  no  law  to  ertet  or  incorporate 
%nj  bank  or  other  moncr^ed  intiiUition  except  within 
the  Biftrict  of  Colombia ;  and  every  bank  or  other 
nonejed  instiUilion,  which  shall  be  establiihed  hj  the 
authority  of  Congreee,  shall,  together  with  its  branches 
and  offices  of  distant  and  deposits,  be  confined  to  the 
District  of  Columbia**' 

Resolved,  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives 
in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  eiertions  to 
procure  the  adoption  of  the  foregoing  amendment 

Resolvedt  That  the  Governor  of  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  copies  of  the  foregoing  proposed 
amendment  and  resolution«  to  each  of  our  Senators 
and  our  Representative  in  Congress,  and,  also,  to  the 
Executives  of  the  several  States,  with  a  request  that 
they  lay  the  same  before  the  Legislatures  thereof, 
soliciting  their  co-operation  in  procuring  the  adoption 
of  the  foregoing  amendment. 

MAINB  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  ofaBenred,  that, 
after  the  Senate  had  heard  from  the  honcnrable  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinknbt,)  a  speech 
of  fire  hours  in  continuance,  not  less  distinguished 
for  its  logical  and  unsophisticated  reasoning,  and 
its  pure,  classical  style,  than  for  its  unriralled  elo- 
quence and  brilliancy  of  fancy,  and  which  had 
been  preceded  by  a  number  6t  eloquent,  speeches 
from  other  gentlemen,  on  the  same  side  of  the 
question,  he  could  hardly  indulge  a  hope  that  the 
Senate  would  believe,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  dis- 
cussion, any  further  light  could  be  shed  upon  it. 
But,  as  he  believed  this  to  be  a  more  important 
subject  than  any  which  had  agitated  the  public 
mind  since  this  Goverament  had  been  estabfished, 
if  the  Senate  would  have  the  goodness  to  give  him 
their  attention,  he  would  beg  leave  to  present  his 
humUe  views.  He  knew  many  gentlemen  thotijght 
the  subject  already  exhausted ;  and  he  would,  there- 
Ibre,  that  he  might  not  contribute  further  to  weary 
the  patience  of  the  Senate,  carefully  avoid  touch- 
ing those  points  w]iich  had  already  been  so  ably 
treated,  and  so  lummously  explained  bjr  others.  If 
he  should,  it  would  be  to  give  them  a  different  con- 
struction, and  from  reasons  different  from  those 
which  had  as  yet  been  applied. 

The  first  clause  of  the  ninth  section  of  the  first 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  following  words,  "  the  mij?ration  or  impor- 

*  tation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

*  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but 

*  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importa- 

*  tion,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person," 
has  received  a  different  construction  by  different 
gentlemen,  on  both  sides  of  this  question ;  and  he 
would  bcj^  leave  to  give  it  his  construction.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  supreme 
kw  of  the  land,  and,  like  all  other  laws,  when  any 
doubts  arise  as  respects, its  meaning,  some  fixed 
rales  must  be  resorted  to  by  which  these  doubts 
can  be  solved.  The  rule  laid  down  by  one  of  the 
(greatest  jurists  known  to  us,  (Judffe  Blackstone,) 
IS,  to  ascertain,  by  the^ fairest  and  most  rational 
means,  the  intention  or  the  law-giv^  at  the  time 


the  law  was  made  or  enacted.  This  is  done  in 
various  ways ;  ^ther  by  the  words  of  the  law,  by 
the  subject*matter,  the  context,  the  efieets  and  con- 
sequences, or  the  reason  and  spirit  of  the  law  itself. 
This  rule  has  not  oidj  the  sanction  of  Jiidge  Black- 
stone's  opinion,  but  it  has  the  sanction  of  reason 
on  its  side,  and  which  no  honorable  getitleman  of 
the  Senate  would  controvert 

In  looking  to  the  reasons,  you  must  employ  dl 
the  grounds  necessary  to  ascertain  for  wmtt  pmr- 
pose  a  particular  prtncinlewas  adopted ;  and,  if  tile 
words  of  a  law  are  doubtful,  to  ascertain  what  par- 
ticular cause  led  to  the  use  of  those  Words  in  that 
law.  In  doin^  this,  different  gentlemen  had  pre- 
sented to  the  view  of  the  Senate,  different  reasons 
why  the  words  **  migration  or  importation^  wete 
used  in  this  section  of  the  Constitution.  Those 
ffendemen  who  pressed  the  principle  of  restriction, 
did  it  on  the  authority  of  tne  words  migration  or 
importation.  They  say  the  slaveholdinf^  States  re- 
fused to  subscribe  to  the  Federal  ConsUtution.  un- 
less it  should  be  conceded  to  them  by  the  non-slave- 
holding  States^  that  they  should  oe  pennitted  to 
continue  the  further  iinportation  of  slaves,  from 
Africa,  until  the  year  180iB ;  and  in  compromising 
the  principles  upon  which  the  Constitution  should 
be  framed,  they  yielded  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment the  riffht,  after  that  period,  to  restrain  the 
miffration  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  i^nother, 
and  hence  they  pretend  to  derive  the  power  vested 
in  Congress  to  inhibit  the  admission  of  ^very 
into  the  State  of  Missouri.  They  have  someoth^ 
grounds,  which  they  deem  auxiliary,  and  which  he 
would  examine  presently,  but  the  preceding  was 
their  j^rong  ^ound.  For  this  construction  they 
offer  no  reasons  but  that  it  comports  with  the  gen- 
eral pnnciples  of  free  government,  and  the  spirit 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

On  the  other  hand,  gentlemen  who  oppose  the 
right  of  restriction  have  given  a  diff^ent  construc- 
tion, and  think  that  the  word  ^^  migration"  is 
coupled  with  the  word  '^  importation."  and  is  sy- 
nonymous, and  that  the  iinport  of  it  is  entiray 
foreign ;  that  it  does  not  relate  to  our  domestic  re- 
lations, and  could  never  be  intended  to  re^poJate  die 
internal  distribution  of  our  slaves,  [Mr.  Pinkney, 
of  Maryland.]  Some  other  constructions  had  been 
presented,  and  enforced  by  strong  amiments,  [Mr. 
Walker,  of  Georgia.!  These  ground  of  construc- 
tion had  been  in  abler  hands  than  his,  and  he 
would  not  disturb  them ;  but  he  would  repose  his 
solution  of  these  words  on  a  ground  which  nad  not 
yet  been  presented  to  the  Senate,  by  any  gentle- 
man on  either  side.  He  would  draw  it  from  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  itself;  and,  for  thnt 
purpose,  would  beg  leave  to  read  the  first  clause  of 
that  declaration,  in  these  words : 

**  When,  in  the  coarse  of  hamsn  events,  it  beoomee 
necensry  for  one  people  to  dissolve  the  politicm)  bands 
which  have  connected  them  with  another,  and  to  as- 
■nme,  among  the  powera  of  the  earth,  the  separate  and 
eqnal  station  to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  of  na- 
ture's God  entitle  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opin- 
ions of  mankind  requires  that  they  should  deelara  the 
caases  which  impel  them  to  a  separation." 

It  then  speaks  of  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usor- 
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pt^kaskaiptaiedxm  lubytke  King  of  OmtBri- 
tftin^  wkose  yokenre  were  then  abmt  to  shake  off; 
10  piOFe  which  a  number  of  faeta  are  submitted. 
Jn  the  specifioi^ioii  of  these  ilBu^ts.  distinctly  and 
aepualdy  set  jferth  and  .enumerated  in  that  deda- 
catkM,  tnete  are  none  more  conspienous  than^  the 
Uikmmg,  In  allndinff  lo  these  usorpaliona  and 
mbusesy  it  says :  "•  He  las  endeavored  to  prerent 
^  the  pK^ufatlMa  of  these  States ;  for  that  purpose, 
^  ohstnieting  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  or  for- 
^  fipMia;  idfnsing  to  pass  others  to  encoara^fe  their 
^  rimrtion  hithet,  and  imisinff  the  condiuons  of 
'  new  appiopiiations  of  kinds."  This  is  the  only 
State  pa|ier  m  which  the  word  migration-  has  been 
wed,  Utttil  the  Ccmstitution  was  formed.  This 
«luiipB  «|pon  it  a  character  which  cannot  be  doubt- 
ed ;  that  u  was  mmong  ihp  primary  objects  of  the 
United  dtmtes,  in  the  commenoement  of  their  ca- 
» to  iBCiease  their  population  by  migration  from 


what  was  then  called  ike  mtother  country,  and 
whidi  has  been  denied  them.  The  whole  popa^- 
lien  of  the  United  States  at  the4ime  they  declared 
their  independency  was  between  two  and  three 
maliioas-only.  Tins  gaye  rise.to  the  great  defec- 
ties  which  prOTraikd  among  the  inhabitants  in 
BomjBLj  of  the  States.  Thev  Mlieyed  all  the  physi- 
cal force  which  the  United  States  could  oppose  to 
Qreat  Britain  was  totally  inadequate  and  therefore 
they  marahatied  themselres  on  the  side  of  HisMa- 
jca^.  During  a  seiren  years'  war  migration  was 
cntirdy  sos])ended,and  a  constant  waste  of  the  na- 
tire  posolation  ensued.  The  war  terminated  late 
in  178^  and  early  in  1767  this  Constitution  was 
ibnned;  and  here,  for  the  second  time,  in  which  it 
is  to  be  traced  in  any  public  act  of  the  Qorem- 
nenty  you  will  find  the  word  migration  settled  down 
in  theCkmstitution.  .  At  tiiat  time,  too,  many  c^ 
the  States  had  bat  a  very  small  population,  seat- 
toed  oyer  a  wide  extended  surface,  and  particu- 
larly so  in  the  Southern  States.  By  reason  of  this 
thin  population  their  frontiers  were  greatly  exposed, 
and  constantly  harassed  bv  the  tnrmids  and  butch- 
eries of  the  sarages,  whicn  even  the  Gtovemment 
of  the  United  Stated  were  unable  to  repress  for 
many  years  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitulion. 
Yoor  Northern  |>osts,  stipulated  to  be  surrendered 
hy  the  treaty  which  terminated  your  Revolution- 
ary war,  were  detained  by  the  British  Government 
in  defiance  of  good  faith;  and  yoar  population  was 
tao  feeble  to  sSard  yon  an  army  to  enfcMce  the 
atipolatioos  of  the  tieaty ;  and  you  were  obliged, 
in  1794,  to  have  recourse  to  negotiation,  to  enable 
yoar  Gknremment  to  gain  possession  of  the  posts  -, 
mod  obtained  them  by  a  bargain  not  very  much  to 
dbe  advaatage  of  the  United  States.  Does  there 
txut  a  doubt  as  to  the  object  for  which  the  Con- 
vention introduced  into  the  Constitution  that  word 
migration,  joined  with  the  word  impcnrtation?  The 
wcvd  iMpirtatum  is  agreed,  on  all  hands,  to  mean 
nothing  more  than  to  authorize  such  States  as 
thought  fit,  to  import  Africans.  The  necessity  ^nd 
desire  ibr  the  migration  of  foreigners  was  much 
greater.  This  is  made  more  than  manifest  by  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  the  First  Cong^ress  acted 
upon  the  suhjeet  of  naturalization.  This  word  is 
eoapUd  with  that  of  migration ;  and.  in  the  same 


sjlecification  of  injuries  and  usurpations,  complain- 
ed  of  in  the  Declaration  of  Indqwndence,  against 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The  word  "  naturali- 
zation," as  it  stands  in  the  Constitution,  requited 
Congress  to  give  it  efficacy  by  a  law.  This  Con- 
gress did  eartV  in  the  second  session  of  the  First 
CoEji^eBs.  Tne  word  "  migration"  required  no  such 
aid- from  Congress.  These  two  Constitutional  pro- 
visions were  clearly  intended  to  aid  each  otner. 
Migration,  to  authorize  the  States  to  admit  for- 
eigners, and  naturalization  to  make  them  citizens. 
,Tne  power  of  naturalizing  was  given  by  CongroBs 
to  the  courts  under  the  State  jurisdictionj|  so  anx- 
ious were  they  to  encourege  the  growth  ol  popula- 
tion from  migmtion. 

put,  sir,  if  a  doubt  could  yet  exist,  as  to  the  ^e 
construfition  of  this  word  ^^jxugmtion,?'  it  mast  be 
completely  obviated  bv  considering  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  several  States  in  regard  to  this  spe- 
cies of  population,  at  the  time  the  Constitution  was 
entered  into  by  tne  several  ^ta^.  At  this  time 
all  the  States  in  the  Union  held  slaves,  except 
Massachusetts.  All  the  States  north  of  Maryland 
were  deairous  of  selling  their  slaves,  and  found  a 
ready  market  in  the  Severn  States^  whither,  they 
sent  them  in  ship  loads,  about  that  tune,  and  ailter, 
until  they  relieved  themselves  of  the  greater  part 
of  their  slaves  by  sale*  Would  the  Northern  States 
have  ever  consented  to  such  a  power  in  the  Con- 
stitution, that  would  have  enabled  Congress  to  out 
off  so  desiraUe  a  traffic,  by  preventing  slaves  from 
going  beyond  the  boundary  of  their  respective 
States?  But  it  is  not  till  after  they  have  sold  their 
slaves  from  among  themselves,  that  they  have 
made  the  discovery  mat  Congress  can  restrain  their 
mkpcation. 

ft  is  said,  by  all,  that  the  slavehdding  States 
would  have  reiused  to  come  into  the  Union,  if  the 
right  of  importing  had  not  been  yielded  to  them 
until  the  year  1808.  Were  not  tne  reasons  infi- 
nitely stronger  to  resist  such  a  power  in  Congress, 
to  .prevent  their  removal  immediately  after  they 
had  possoKed  themselves  of  them  by  importati(»i, 
t^^er  with  every  other,  part  of  that  species  of 
population?  That  they  must  be  fixed  to  the  soil, 
when  the  immense  tracts  of  the  most  fertile  lands 
of  Tenfiessee,  Kentudr^,  and  the  vast  extent  of 
uninhabited  lands  now  lormii^  the  States  of  Ala- 
baoNi  and  Mississippi,  were  without  population,  or 
neludy  so ;  and  holdiDg  out  the  fairest  prospects  to 
the  inhalutants  of  the  Atlantic  States^  to  emigrate 
there  with  their  slaves.  It  is  impossible  that  men 
can  believe  it  for  a  moment. 
.  That  part  of  the  Constitution  which  is  found 
in  the  second  clause  of  the  third  section  of  the 
fourth  article,  which  says  "  the  Congress  shell  have 
power  to  dispose  of  ana  make  all  needful  rules  and 
r^^tions  respecting  the  territory  or  other  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  United  States,"  has  been  re- 
lied upon  as  giving  the  power  to  Congress  to  im- 
pose such  rules  as  Congress  might  deem  necessary, 
and  therefore  could  inhibit  slavery.  This  clause 
of  the  Constitution  gave  to  Congress  a  tight  to 
dispose  of  the  territory,  or  to  make  rules  and  reg- 
ulations respecting  it,  but  it  gives  no  right  over 
any  thing  but  the  territory  and  other  property  of 
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the  United  States.  Slaves  are  not  territory.  And 
it  woirid  be  just  as  proper  to  say  that  slaves  were 
territory,  as  to  say  that  it  gives  Congress  power  to 
&pose  of  slaves,  because  it  has  power  to  make  all 
ne^SM  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  terri- 
tory. By  what  principle,  or  by  what  rule,  do  you 
apply  the  power  over  slaves,  that  is  given  over  the 
territory  only  ?  It  is  said  that  the  United  States 
Qovemment  is  the  domestic  government  of  the 
territory ;  but  the  Constitution  reserves  to  the 
States,  or  to  the  pec^le,  all  power  which  is  not 
given  to  the  Unitea  States;  and  it  can  assume  no 
government  without  express  power.  The  Consti- 
tution is  a  delegation  of  powers  only ;  and  where 
there  is  no  delegation  of  power,  there  is  no  gov- 
ernment. It  is  a  legal  {nrinbiple,  never  to  be  de- 
parted from,  when  a  law  gives  a  power  over  a 
greater  subject,  it  does  not  include  a  lesser  one. 

It  has  been  said  that  thi^  power  is  given  by  that 
part  of  the  Constituti6n  which  vests  in  Congress 
the  right  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
States.  Hdw  would  our  Eastern  friends  relish  it, 
if  Congress  should  undertake  to  regulate  the  trade 
for  one  of  their  own  States,  and  interdict  their 
commerce  with  all  the  other  States  ?  Would  they 
not  cry  aloud,  and  say  the  power  was  sriven  to  reg- 
ulate commerce  among  all  the  several  States,  and 
not  of  any  one  State?  And  would  they  not  say 
justlv  ?  Here,  then,  you  are  regulating  what  you 
would  call  commerce,  for  Missouri  alone. 

Much  reliance  is  placed  on  the  sanction  which 
Congress  has  ^ven  to  this  principle,  by  various 
acts  on  the  subject  of  slavery.  This  was  not  the 
first  time  that  he  had  had  the  honor,  in  that  Sen- 
ate, to  protest  against  Congressional  precedents 
when  opposed  to  the  Consti^tion.  This  was  the 
only  country  in  the  world  that  had  a  written  Con- 
stitution, and  oould  be  compared  with  none.  It 
was  the  act  of  the  soverei^  people ;  the  test  of 
your  power.-  So  far  you  might  ffo,  but  no  farther. 
It  wanted  the  aid  of  no  law.  Whenever  you  ex- 
ceed it,  your  laws  are  void,  and  your  precedent  too. 

He  would  advert  to  one  of  these  precedents — 
the  one  relied  on  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, (Mr.  Roberts,)  of  1804,  which  interdicted 
the  admission  of  slaves  into  Louisiana,  when  a 
Territory.  The  honoraMe  gentleman  from  (Geor- 
gia (Mr.  Walker)  had  refuted  that  around,  by 
showing  the  rep«il  of  that  law  by  the  law  passed 
the  next  succeeding  session,  in  March,  1805,  to- 
gether with  that  part  of  the  famous  ordinance  of 
1787,  80  much  quoted. 

He  (Mr.  S.)  would  present  a  practical  view  of 
that  repeal.  About  the  20lh  of  December.  1803, 
the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina  passed  a  law  to 
open  the  Afirican  slave  trade^  under  the  authority 
or  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  About  three  months  thereafter,  Congress 
passed  this  law  of  1804,  and  adjourned  a  day  or 
two  after.  This  was  a  time  that  every  thing  was 
to  bend  to  the  tbnna^  of  the  United  States;  and 
at  the  next  session,  the  Congress  repealed  this  law 
and  the  ordinance,  and  opened  the  ports  of  Louis- 
iana, and  our  Eastern  friends  employed  immedi- 
ately a  large  portion  of  the  shipping  m  that  trade. 
Carolina  had  no  ships  of  consequooice,  but  an  am- 


1^  supply  came  from*the  North  and  East  Rhode 
Island  furnished  her  full  share ;  they  sent  tbare 
ships  irom  Philadelphia,  and  they  were  oUigng 
enough  to  send  some  from  Boston.  This  was  the 
ground  upon  which  Congress  thought  ^oper  to 
repeal  the  li^w  of  1804,  and  that  part  of  the  ordi* 
nance  of  1787,  at  so  early  a  period.  This  repeal, 
too,  must  have  beta  effected  by  the  Eastnn  mem- 
bers. He  knew  the  members  from  South  Caro- 
lina were  all  opposed  ta  the  slave  trade.  Que  hoa- 
ofUble  member  &om  that  State,  the  same  setston, 
offered  a  resolution  in  the  Congress,  ce&snnsig  the 
Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  for  Mem'sg  faer 
ports,  which  was  not  acted  upon.  But  for  this 
repeal  of  the  law  of  1804.  by  Congress,  the  ports 
ot  South  Carolina  would  have  been  shut  die  next 
session  of  the  Legislature.  These  ships  cleared 
(Hit  from  Charleston.  That  was  necessary,  be- 
cause the  ports,  in  the  other  States  were  not  open 
for  this  trade.  The  Northern  slave  traders  aad 
the  British  carried  the  bustness  on  with  a  high 
hand.  The  prc^s  of  one  man,  in  Charleston, 
(Mr.  W.  Boyd,)  agent  for  British  merehants  en- 
gaged in  the  traffic,  were  estimated  at  thiee  hun- 
dr^  thousand  dollars,  as  coinmissions ;  bendes 
others  engaged  in  the  same  line.  All  diese  vessels 
were  pbliged  to  enter  a  South  Carolina  port,  bat 
many  of  mem  immediatelv  reshipped  the  shives  to 
Louisiana.  The  British  Parliament  passed  a  imw 
on  this  very  occasion,  regulating  the  number  which 
should  be  shipped  according  to  the  tonnage  of  the 
ship,  and  this  at  the  very  time  Mr.  Wiltoforce*s 
hilf  was  under  consideration,  for  ahotiaJung  the 
slave  trade.  As  soon  as  this  trade  was  cut  off  by 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1807,  the  sinfulness  of  it 
presented  itself  in  glaring  colors,  both  with  our 
Eastern  friends  and  the  British.  They  can  ^p 
no  more  publicly,  and  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
States  haid  done  selling  those  already  in  their  pos- 
session, and  then  the  scheme  for  emancipatioii 
ccmunenced.  These  are  facts  not  to  be  contro- 
verted. The  cry  against  this  sinful  practice  comes 
with  an  ill  grace  from  that  quarter. 

The  most  opprobrious  epithets  have  been  lavished 
upon  those  who  hold  slaves )  calling  the  ]naetice 
cruel,  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the  nation, 
opposed  to  the  C;hristian  religion,  the  law  of  Qod, 
pagan  in  its  principles,  and  every  thiaff  else  ^t 
can  be  called  up,  by  which  to  reproach  us.  Let 
us  compare,  on  particular  occasions  which  hare 
fully  manifested  the  temper  of  both  parties,  those 
who  hold  slaves,  with  those  ^who  do  not,  and  see 
who  have  been  most  honest  in  their  csodeavors  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade.  In  1818  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  by  this  Senate  to  rqiort  a  bill, 
the  better  to  prevent  the  smi^ling  of  Afriean 
slaves  into  the  United  States.  C&  that  Committee 
were  three  gentlemen  from  thedavehokUng  States 
and  two  from  non-slaveholdin£f  States,  as  they  are 
pleased  to  call  them,  (Mr.  Robots  and  Mr.  Bur- 
rill.)  These  two  gentlemen  were  told  to  make 
the  penalty  death,  upon  all  who  should  be  detected 
in  this  trade;  the  Eastern  members  of  the  Senate 
opposed  every  thing  like  corporal  punishment— 
even  whii>ping,  bemuse  they  said  it  woidd  never 
do  to  whip  a  respectable  merchant    'fluey  were 


Digitized  by 


Google 


206 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


266 


Jakuart,  1890. 


AdmissUm  ofMa/lme  and  MiasauH. 


Sbnats* 


ivilMng  tQ  compromise  tke  sin,  for  a  fine  and  im- 
priflonment,  and  here  it  ended ;  and  their  ships  are 
jft  engaged  in  carrying  slaves  under  every  flag 
and  lor  every  nation  that  indulges  the  trade. 

Another  very  strong  instance  occurred  last  ses- 
sion of  Consress.  A  similaj  bill  was  befdre  the 
Hooae  of  ftiepresentatives.  A  gentleman  from 
Lonrana  offoed  an  amendment,  to  copipel  the 
capCon  of  any  ship  with  slaves  to  carry  tne  shk) 
into  the  port  to  which  she  belonged*  This  amenci- 
ment  was  ojvpgsed  by  the  very  gentleman  (Mr. 
Tallmaims,  ci  New  York)  who  offered  the 
amendment  which  inhilMted  slavery  in  the  Mis- 
soorL  This  would  have  brought  the  offenders 
hone,  and  the  slaves  with  them,  to  their  pious 
friends  and  owners.  This  is  the  morality  which 
governs  those  friends  to  libertv  i^nd  humanity. 

Why  was  Louisiana,  whicn  stood  on  the  same 
footing  nrecisely  on  which  Missouri  now  stands, 
admiuisd  without  this  restriction  7  We  are  told  it 
was  not  convenient  to  lay  this  restriction  on  Louisi- 
ana t  that  the  government  was  suited  to  the  people, 
at  that  time,  and  in  that  territorv.  Thb  is  the 
only  reason  rendered.  But  it  must  be  recollected 
that  Louisiana  lay  more  out  of  the  way ;  and  we 
compromised  our  morality,  our  character  and  our 
r^igion,  for  our  convouence.  So  a  convenient 
morality  governs  us^in  admitting  one  State^  and  a 
eonvenient  humanity  is  to  govern  us  in  rejecting 
another. 

We  are  vM  that  our  representation,  by  the  diree- 
fifttiB  of  the  slaves,  amounts  to^  twentv  members, 
andgives  us  an  undue  weight  in  the  Government, 
and  gives  us  twenty  votes  m  the  Presidential  elec- 
tions. And  an  honorable  sentleman,  who  was 
now  of  the  Senate,  had  said,  upon  this  question, 
iMt  year,  **  This  inequality  in  the  apportionment  of 
'  Rcfiresentatives  was  not  misunderstood  at  the 
'  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  but  no  one  an- 

*  ticipated  the  fact  tbu  the  whole  of  the  revalue 

*  of  tine  United  States  would  be  derived  from  direct 

*  taxes,  but  it  was  believed  that  a  part  of  the  con- 

*  tribution  to  the  o(Hnmon  treasurv  would  be  ap- 
'  portioned  among  th^  States  by  the  rule  for  the 
'  apportionment  m  Representatives." — (Mr.  Kino, 
of  iVew  TodL.)  Let  us  examine  who  fixed  this  ap- 
portionnient.  It  was  done  by  members  of  the 
conventifm  from  the  Eastern  States.  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph, of  Virginia,  {nroposed  that  the  rights  of  suf- 
finge  OQ^ht  to  be  proportioned  to  the  quotas  of 
contribadoA.  Mr.  Madison,  of  Viicinia,  made  a 
proposition  for  an  equitaMe  ration  Mr.  Rntledge, 
of  South  Carolina,  made  a  proposition ;  none  of 
which  embraced  the  black  population.  It  was 
then  proposed  by  Judge  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania, 
that  It  should  be  "  in  proportion  to  the  whole  num- 

*  her  of  white  and  other  free  citizens  and  inhabi- 

*  taats  of  ererj  age,  sex.  and  condition,  includinsr 
'  those  bound  to  serviHioe  for  a  term  of  years,  and 

<  thrce-fifrhs  of  all  other  persons,  except  Indians 

<  not  paying  taxes."  This  was  foilowed  by  apro- 
pontion  frm  Mr.  Patterson,  of  New  Jersey,  or  the 
same  import  Upon  revising  this  proposition, 
anftOBg  others,  the  committee  of  revision  was 
Mr.  Johnson,  oi  C<mnecticut,  Mr.  Hamilton,  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Morris,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ma 


dison,  of  Virg^ia,  and  Mr.  King,  of  Massachu- 
setts. This  committee  adopted  the  proposition  of 
Judge  Wilson  and  Mr.  Patterson,  and  formed  that 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  regulates  the  re- 
presentation and  direct  taxes,  now  so  much  com- 
ptlained  of.  The  Eastern  m^nbers  of  the  conven* 
tion  [nroposed  it ;  they  supported  it ;  and  they  mod-^ 
elled  it  to  their  mind.  It  was  good  and  righteous 
whilst  the  Government  was  supported  by  direct 
taxes.  There  were  no  complamts  in  the  years- 
1798  and  1799,  when  it  was  necessary  to  resort  to 
a  direct  tax  to  support  the  war  then  wa^^ed  against 
France.  There  were  no  complaints  durmg  the  lale 
war  with  England.  It  has  afforded  you  a  revenue 
to  carry  on  these  two  wars ;  in  the  latter  of  which 
six  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  annually  raised 
upon  slaves.  It  was  taken  and  applied  to  public 
uses  without  any  compunction.  But,  when. direct 
taxes  are  no  longer  necessary,  its  great  deformity 
presents  itself.  Is  this  a  time  to  complain  and  to 
wish  to  change  the  system  of  representation  when 
the  burden  is  gone.  If  it  was  founded  in  ccMnpro* 
mise,  are  you  to  giveup  its  equivalent  ?  No ;  yoa 
hold  the  equivalent^  and  complain  of  the  compro- 
mise when  you  thinly  it  can  4)e  lio  longer  us^iaL 
This  is  the  spirit  of  amity  with  which  you  pre* 
sent  us. 

One  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,) 
in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  has  spoken  of  the 
policy  of  excluding  slavery  from  Missouri,  and 
says  the  slaveholding  States  will  be  too  numerous. 
But  how  is  this  fact  ?  There  are  one  hundred  and 
eu^ty  manbers  in  the  House  ^f  Representatives ; 
of  them,  there  are  one  hundred  and  tour  belonging 
to  the  States  which  wish,  and  have  abolished  sla- 
very, and  seventy-six  to  the  other  States.  With 
all  this  difference  you  complain  that  there  are 
twenty  votes  for  slave  population,  which  ought  to 
be  corrected.  Why  is  the  complaint  made  now? 
If  Missouri  can  be  played  off  another  year,  and 
Maine  admitted,  the  r  residential  election  will  take 
place  before  Missouri  can  have  a  voice  in  that  elec- 
tion ;  but  Maine  will  have  her  two  Senators,  and 
of  course  two  more  Presidoitial  votes  to  the  East- 
ern States.  If  we  look  to  the  balance  of  power,  as 
t^t  gentleman  would  wi^,  this  is  its  true  com- 
plexion. 

The  subject  of  slavery,  as  it  now  presented  it- 
self^ was  one  of  serious  import  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  States.  It  was  matter  cf  mere  calculation 
with  the  Eastern  States,  since  they  had  pressed 
their  own  to  the  South.  Gentlemen  had  difierent 
feelings  on  it  Since  this  question  had  been  agi- 
tated/n«  b&d  looked  into  the  history  of  slavery,  and 
he  found  it  had  been  the  lot  of  man,  in  this  shape 
or  that,  to  serve  one  another  from  all  time.  At 
least,  slavery  has  prevailed  in  every  country  on  the 

gobe,  ever  since  the  flood.  All  the  ^lations  of  the 
ast  hdd  ^ves  in  abundance.  The  Greeks  and 
the  Romans,  at  the  most  enlightened  periods  of 
those  republics.  Athens,  die  seat  of  the  Muses^ 
held  slaves.  They  were  often  chained  at  the  gates 
of  the  rich,  as  porters,  and  were  treated  very  dif- 
ferent from  ours ;  yet  Demosthenes  is  made  to  say^ 
^  that  the  condition  of  a  slave  at  Athens  was  prdf- 
erable  to  that  of  a  free  man  in  many  oth«  coon- 
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trios*''  The  Spaitma  apjoroaehed  Bearer  to  a  pure 
d^moeiMy  than  any  other  peo^  ever  did ;  yet 
they  held  slaves^  in  abundance  too.  It  prevailed 
all  orer  the  Etonian  Empire.  Jnliw  Caesar  sold 
at  one  tine  fifty  thonmnd  dares,  yet  Caesar  was 
never  held  to  be  a  crael  or  barbarous  man.  He 
would,  no  doubt,  be  thought  a  gr^at  sinner  by  the 
Bastern  States,- who  hold  but  a  few :  for  even  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Rhode  Island  had  their 
slaves  yet  Tms  w«s  a  small  sin,  and  could  be  re- 
pented of  after  these  few  should  die  off. 

In  tiie  course  of  this  debate  our  attention  had 
been  caUed  by  ^e  honorable  gentlemen  (Mr. 
Ro9BBT0,  of  rennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Mellbh,  of 
Mnssachv^ett^)  to  what  was  goin^  on  abroad.. 
He,  Mr.  S.,  had  not  been  inattentive  to  what 
was  going  on  abroad  y  bnt  he  found  it  all  confined 
to  Uke  Northern  and  Eastern  States.  He  had  read 
several  'pamphlets  and  dissertations  on  the  subject 
of  inhibiting  slavery  in  Missouri,  couched  in  the 
most  bitto:  and  dishonorable  terms  of  reproaph  to 
slaveholders.  They  were  subscribed  by  fictitious 
names.  One  subscribed  himself  Marcus.  This 
wa3  a  creat  name  among  the  Romans.  Another 
si^scribed  himself  Colbert.  This  was  the  name 
of  another  great  man,  of  modem  times.  If  thek 
plot  succeeds,  and  Missouri  should  not  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  they  can  then  throw  off  the  veil, 
give  their  true  names,  and  come  out  as  the  oham- 
ploM  of  theenteipnse.  If  their  plot  fails,  they  can 
reoiatn  Marcos  and  Colbert;  and  trace  them 
if  you  can.  Marcus  may  have  further  views  for 
concealing  his  true  name.  He  has,  in  his  pamph-* 
lety  tiiken  as  much  care  to  point  out  to  this  species 
of  population  the  best  means  of  procuring  fire* 
arms,  and  munitions  of  war,  and  how  they  can 
arrange  their  forces.  dbc»  as  he  could  have  done 
if  he  nad  been  appointed  by  Government  to  nuuv 
shal  them  to  cut  our  throats ;  and  when  he  shall 
find  the  train  which  he  has  laid  ready  for  explo- 
sion, like  the  midnight  assassin,  may  apd[y  the 
match,  and  blow  us  up ;  that  he  may  revel  in  the 
suoils.  In  thb  he  was  happy  to  say  this  man 
MarcUB  would  bemistaken,  as  well  as  many  others 
who  had  supposed  we  were  not  onlv  in  a  constant 
state  of  alarm,  but  that  we  were  also  in  constant 
danger,  from  an  insurrection  of  this  part  of  our  pop- 
ulation. This  people  are  so  domesticated,  or  so 
kindly  treated  by  tneir  masters,  and  their  situations 
so  improved)  that  Mareus  and.aU  bis  host  cannot 
excite  one  among  tweivty .  to  insurrection.  They 
ace  able  to  compare  their  comforts  and  their  labor, 
and  are  fully  sensible  that,  thdr  comforts  are  as 
great,  and  their  labor  not  more  arduous,  than  any 
othm  class  of  laboring  people.  The  owners  oi 
th6K  people  can  place  arms  in  their  hands,  if  ne- 
cessatT*  In  the  uite  war  they  jdayed  a  manly  part 
in  detence  of  their  masters,  m  many  instances. 
They  were  among  the  defenders  of  the  c(Hmtry  at 
Ori^u&s,  as  well  as  at  other  places :  they  are  the 
shidd  of  their  masters,  instead  ot  their  deadly 
enemy,  aU  the  apprehensions  of  Marcus  and  our 
Eastern  friends  to  tiie  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

One  ^endeman  has  wrote  a  long  pamphlet,  and 
given  his  name;  this  is  Daniel  Ra^rmond.  Esq., 
at  be  has  called  himself.    Mr^  S*  said  he  had  as- 


certained this  Esquire  Raymond  to  be  an  honeat 
lawyer,  vriio  was  und«r  payr  of  the  Abi^ition  Bo^ 
ciety,  and  who  was  measuring  his  consdoice  and 
his  humanity  bv  thelen^  of  his  fee.  He  has  as* 
certained,  ma  ne  says  m  his  pampbbt,  that  the 
slaves  increase  not  only  much  faster  than  the  free  • 
people  of  color,  but  that  diey  increase  in  a  ratio  of 
nearly  double  the  free  white  pqmlation.  This  is 
represenled  as  ail  evil  of  great  magnitude;  The 
great  ground  of  complaint  of  these  Abolition  So^ 
cieties,  on  former  occasions,  was  the  seveiw  and 
crud  treatment  of  masters;  Now,  the  objection  is, 
they  are  treated  so  humandy  that  they  will  shortly^ 
overqHread  the  whole  land.  If  these  people  in^ 
crease  to  the  extent  supposed,  it  is  an  i«coatrov«iv 
tible  evidence  that  they  are  well  fed,  weS  dothed, 
and  supranely  happy.  There  is  no  class  of  klxMw 
ing  ueovUe  in  any  country  upon  the  globe,  except 
the  United  States,  that  are  better  clothed,  better 
f(Ml,  or  are  more  cheerful,  or  labor  less,  or  who  are- 
more  happy,  or,  indeed,  wh6  have  more  liberty  and 
indulgence,  than  the  slaves  of  the  Southern  and 
Western  States.  This  Mi*.  Raymond,  and  some 
gentlemen  who  have  spoken  on  the  question. 


MoRftiL,from  New  Hampshire,  ^nd  Mr.  Oria,  vtam 
Massachusetts,)  had  all  concurred  in  the  same  opin>- 
ion,  that  it  was  better  to  condense  these  peo^ 
within  the  limited  space  of  the  old  States,  and  tiy' 
tha;t  means  reduce  their  numbers  by  a  state  of  star- 
vation and  oppression.  Heap  cruelties  on  them 
to  destroy  the  race.  The  Greeks  confined  tiwlr 
slaves  in  cdls^  the  Spartans  suflfered  the  Lace* 
demonian  youth  to  fall  upon  them,  when  laboring 
in  the  fields,  by  stratagem,  and  massacre  them  in 
ffangs,  for-tne  purpose  of  training  their  )^outh  to 
feats  of  arms;  the  Romans  threw  them  into  die^ 
arena,  where  they  cut  one  Smother  down,  for  the 
amusement  of  their  rich  masters.  But  this  was 
despatching  them  at  once.  The  mode  prescribed 
by  our  modem  philanthropists  is  to  kiH  by  piece- 
meal— ^for  a  state  of  starvation  is  no  better.  If 
one  mode  of  killing  is  more  crud  than  that  of 
another^  it  is  that  ^x^ch  is  biotight  on  by  the  tor* 
tures  of  hunger  dnSl  oj^ression. 

It  has  been  sung  in  ev«y  town  and  villaffe  of 
the  States  which  call  tberaselveenon-slaveholdmg 
States,  that  slavery  is  o{^ioeed  to  our  holy  religioii. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Himjpshke 
(Mr.  MonaiL)  had  inculcated  this  doctrine  m  his 
address  to  the  Senate.  He  would  not  hazard  too 
much  in  cafltng  the  master  a  despot,  and  a  violator 
of  the  laws  of  Qod.  To  prove  his  position,  he 
had  readsundrf  passages  f^m  Mr.  Jeffisrson's  Netes ; 
the  most  prominent  were  the  following: 

**  The  Whole  comoMrce  between  master  and  slave 
is  a  perpetaal  exercise  of  the  most  boisterous  passions. 
Gar  children  see  this,  and  learn  to  imitato  it.  I  tram* 
ble  for  my  covntry,  when  I  rafleot  that  Qod  is  jiiat« 
The  Almighty  baa  no  attribate  which  can  take  side 
with  OS  in  such  a  contaat." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  the  highest  rtmd  for  that 
veamable  patriot;  he  was  a  great  pluloeopher  and' 
a  statesman  of  the  first  order.  He  knew  no  wotda 
more  appropriate  in  pioiKntteing  his  eolosy,  tham 
those  used  by  himself  in  dHmtating  the  ttaracter 
of  the  immortal  Waalungton:  "Hismemoiy  willbe 
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'  «dot«l  iriiile liberty  shall  have  votaries;  his  name 
'  wyi  triumph  oyer  time,  and  will,  in  future  ages. 
'  aawme  its  just  station  among  the  most  celebrated 
'  worthies  of  the  world."  With  all  this  tribute, 
and  with  all  the  veneration  which  he  felt  for  that 
^^eat  mfan,  he  did*  not  hesitate  to  contradict  him, 
m^  the  most  imequi vocal  terms.  The  master  has  no 
motive  for  thb  boisterous  hostility.  It  is  at  war 
with  ias  interest^  and  it  is  at  war  with  his  com- 
fort. Tha  whole  commerce  between  master  and 
slave  is  patriarchaL  The  master  has  every  mo- 
tive to  impel  him  to  it  As  to  the  e£fect  on  child- 
ren, it  is  quite  the  reverse.  The  black  children 
are  the  constant  associates  of  the  white  children ; 
they  eat  together,  they  play  together,  and  their 
aflbetioiis  are  often  times  so,  strongly  formed  in 
early  life,  as  never  to  be  forgotten;  so  much  so, 
that  in  thousands  of  instances  there  is  nothing  but 
tkie  shadow  of  slavery  left.  These  observations 
of  Mr.  Jefierson  could  not  have  been  fpunded  on 
facts.  They  were  wrote  to  gratify  a  foreigner,  at 
his  own  request,  when  evdry  American  was  filled 
with  enthusiasm.  They  are  th^  effusions  of  the 
^^ofaitive  philosophy  of  his  young  and  ardent 
mind,  and  which  his  riper  years  have  corrected. 
He  wrote  these  Notes  nesLr  Kuty  years  ago;  siike 
which  his  life  has  been  devoted  to  that  sort  of  prac- 
ticaVphilosoiAy  which  enlarges  the  sphere  of  human 
haramess,  ancl  to  the  promotion  of  civil  liberty; 
and,  during  the  whole  time,  his  principal  fortune 
has  been  in  slaves,  and  he  still  continues  to  hold 
them.  It- is  impossible,  when  his  mind  became 
eakiged  by  reflection  and  informed  by  observation, 
that  he  could  entertain  such  sentiments,  and  hold 
slaves  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  taken  the  liberty,  two  years 
8£0,to  admonish  his  honorable  friend  from  New 
UUQpflhire,  (Mr.  Morril,)  on  this  subject,  as  it 
respected  our  religion.  This  gentleman  then  de- 
elaied,  in  plain  terms,  that  slavery  was  forbidden 
by.  God,  in  his  Holy  Bible.  He  had  now  rein- 
fwced  himself  by  Mr.  Jefiierson's  Notes.  The 
Bible  would  give  the  gentleman  no  support  He 
would  point  him  now,  as  he  had  done  before,  to 
the  25uk  chapter  of  Leviticus,  which,  afler  describ- 
ing who  should  be  held  as  hired  servants,  and  when 
the  hired  servants  should  go  free,  it  then,  with  a 
direct  allusion  to  this  v^y  people,  in  the  44th,  4dth, 
and  46th  verses,  says  in  these  words : 

**44.  BoUi  thy  bond-men  and  thy  boBd-msids,  whieh 
thoQ  thiat  have,  diall  be  of  the  heathen  that  are  round 
abont  yon;  of  them  thail  ye  bay  bond-men  and  bond* 
maids. 

*«46.  Moreover,  of  the  children  of  the  itrangers  that 
da  sqioun  among  yon,  of  them  sbaU  ye  buy,  and  of 
their  Amiliet  that  are  with  yea,  which  they  begat  in 
joor  land ;  and  they  shall  be  your  poeeeeeion. 

**i6.  And  je  shall  toketbem  as  an  inheritance  lor 
your  children  after  you,  to  inherit  them  for  a  potses- 
iion ;  they  shall  be  your  bond-men  ibrever." 

These  are  the  divine  words  of  the  Lord  himself, 
dd^oed  to  his  holy  servant  Moses,  as  a  law  to 
his  noly  people. 

This  was  the  law  given  by  the  God  of  Abra- 
ham, the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  God  of  Jacob.  He 
\  the  only  Hving  and  true  God.  If  we  worship 


the  God  of  Israel,  he  is  our  God.  It  has  been  said 
that  ^is  law  was  given  to  the  Jews.  So  were  aU 
the  laws  of  God;  and  are  we  left  to  select  such 
laws  for  our  obedience  as  we  find  suited  to  our 
inclinations  and  our  policy  only,  and  abrogate  the 
others?  Mr.  S.  said  the  holy  book  of  our  religion 
taught  us  that  God  was  unchangeable;  that  he 
had  no  respect  of  persons ;  that  he  was  withcmt 
Variation  or  shadow  of  turning;  the  same  yestev^ 
day,  to-day,  and  forever.  But  it  is  said  that 
slavery  is  against  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  reli- 
gion. When,  and  by  what  authority,  were  we 
taught  to  separate  the  positive  laws  of  God  from 
the  Christian  religidn?  Christ  himself  gave  a 
sanction  to  slavery.  He  admonished  them  to  be 
obedient  to  their  masters;  and  there  is  not  a  word- 
in  the  whole  of  his  life  which  forbids  it.  Slavery 
was  knowtf  to  a  great  extent  amon^  all  the  nations 
of  the  earth.  Christ  came  to  fulfil  the  law,  not  to 
destroy  it  Christ  came  to  do  the  will  of  his 
heavenly  father  who  sent  him;  he  came  to  take 
away  the  sins  of  the  world,  and  to  turn  men  from 
their  wicked  ways.  Some  who  are  desirous  to 
fix  the  character  of  irreligion  on  the  practice  <^ 
slavery,  have  said  that  Christ  tolerated  slavery, 
lest  he  should  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  woila 
by  exciting  the  numerous  slaves  to  insurrection. 
This  is  a  doctrine  for  you,  sir  i — that  God  should 
send,  his  only  son  to  redeem  the  worid,  and  yet 
that  he  should  be  afraid  to  do  his  duty,  and  sufler 
so  crying  a  sin  as  slavery  is  represented  to  be,  by 
our  modem  politicians,  to  go  unnoticed^  lest  he 
should  interfere  vrith  a  principle  of  civil  pdicy« 
And  some  of  them  had  ha!d  the  efirontery  to  charge 
the  slaveholders  with  impiety,  for  alleging  the 
Scriptures  justified  slavery. 

If  such  enthusiasts  will  not  believe  Moses  and 
the  Prophets,  they  would  not  believe  one  even  if 
he  were  sent  from  the  dead. 

Mr.  S»  said  he  would  not  be  astonished  if' they 
were  to  attempt  a  new  version  of  the  Old  and  New 
Testamoits,  and  new  model  them  to  suit  the  pol'- 
icy  of  the  times.  Throw  off  such  parts  as  were 
uncongenial  to  their  interests,  and  leave  the  residue 
to  God  They  had  already  g[^en  the  Scriptmres 
an  implied  construction,  as  dwrentfrom  its  literal 
sense,  as  ti^y  had  that  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  Sones.  He  hoped  none  of  the  hply  fathers 
of  the  cnurchj  whose  duty  it  was  to  teach  the 
Holy  Scriptures  as  God  himself  had  given  them, 
and  not  as  they  would  model  them  to  suit  the 
frailty  of  their  nature,  had  given  in  to  this  ungodly 
opinion,  that  they  could  pare  down  the  Old  and 
New  Testaments,  so  as  to  make  a  convenient  re- 
ligion of  them,  instead  of  an  unerring  one. 

Mr.  President,  the  Scriptures  teach  us  that 
slavery  was  universally  indulged  among  the  holy 
fathers.  The  chosen  people  of  God  were  slaves; 
and  that,  by  His  divine  pemussion,  Joseph  waa 
sold  by  his  brethren  to  the  Egyptian  merehanti^ 
who  carried  him  into  slavery.  There  was  no 
vengeance  of  Heaven  upon  this  people  for  holdina 
them  in  slavery.  They  were  not  relieved  until 
G^  in  his  wisdom  saw  fit.  Pharaoh  was,  for  his 
temerity,  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  in  pursuing 
them  contrary  to  God's  express  will;  but  on 
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Northern  fri^ids  hare  not  been  afraid  even  of  that, 
in  their  zeal  to  furnish  the  Southern  States  with 
Africans.  They  are  better  seamen  than  Pharaoh, 
and  cidculate  1^  that  means  to  elude  the  yig[ilance 
of  Heaven;  which  they  seem  to  disre^;ard,  if  they 
«an  but  elude  the  violated  laws  of  their  country. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr. 
JMloRRiLj  in  the  plenitude  of  his  religion  and 
humanity,  has  told  us  this  is  a  fine  country*  and 
4liat  we  have  imported  a  new  breed  of  ^eep. 
Here  is  fine  pasture  ground,  and  better  starve  the 
negroes  than  abandon  the  sneep.  He  has  told  us 
his  ancestors  came  to  Plvmou^  in  1620.  He 
could  tell  the  gentleman  tnat,  very  shortly  after, 
they  b^n  to  import  slaves  from  Africa,  and  con- 
tinued It  until  the  Revolutionary  virar  took  place. 

This  country,  called  the  Louisiana,  has  never 
be^  a  favorite  with  our  Northern  friends.  Under 
the  old  Confederation,  there  was  an  attempt  at  ne- 
gotiation to  obtain  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 
This  was  a  secret  transaction,  and  he  coula  of 
course  give  but  an  imperfect  account  of  it ;  but  it 
was  pretty  well  understood,  that  seven  of  the  States 
cave  a  sanction  to  closing  that  river  for  twenty- 
five  years. 

In  the  year  1803,  while  the  negotiation  for  that 
territory  was  going  on  in  France,  Mr.  Ross  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Gouvemeur  Morris,  of  New  York, 
made  eloquent  speeches  in  favor  of  a  war  agiiinst 
France,  for  the  purpose  of  acauiring  this  country, 
which  was  said  to  be  one  of  the  most  desirable  m 
the  world.  As  soon  as  the  treaty  was  presented, 
and  it  appeared  that  it  was  obtained  by  purchase, 
its  value  sunk,  and  we  heard  no  more  of  it  from 
that  quarter. 

On  the  15th  of  January,  1811,  Mr.  Ctuincy,  in  a 
speech  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  whe»i  the 
question  for  adopting  Louisiana  into  the  Union  as 
a  State  was  before  that  body,  said,  <<If  this  bill 
'  passes,  it  is  my  most  deliberate  opinion,  that  it  is 
'  virtually  a  dissolution  of  the  Union ;  that  it  will 
'  free  the  States  from  their  moral  obliffation ;  and, 

<  as  it  will  be  the  rightof  all,  so  it  will  be  the  duty 

<  of  some,  to  prepare  for  a  separation,  amicably  if 

<  we  can,  viokntly  if  we  must"  This  gentleman 
was  called  to  order,  and  he  replied,  "  if  he  was  pre- 
'  vented  from  this  argument,  he  should  lose  iialf 
'  his  speech."  This  same  Mr.  Cluincy  has  been  a 
member  of  one  of  your  resolving  coinmittees^  the 
other  day,  to  show  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
slavery  in  this  desirable  country.  This  is  the  wav 
gentlemen  change  their  opinions,  when  they  wish 
to  change  their  policy. 

It  was  his  duty,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  notice  the  agita- 
tion in  the  State  of  New  York  on  this  subject 
Two  gentlemen,  of  high  standing,  had  declared, 
that  there  was  no  such  thing  in  the  United  States 
as  slavery.  The  Governor  of  that  great  and  re- 
spectable State  had  brought  it  before  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  hb  ofi&cial  speech.  He  had  painted  slavery 
in  tne  most  odious  colors.  He  represents  it  as  a 
moral  and  pc^itical  evil  of  the  first  magnitude,  and 
earnestly  recommends  the  expression  of  their  sense 
upon  it  He  recognised  the  power  6f  the  people 
in  their  primary  assemblies,  town  meeting  con- 
ventions, and  up  to  the  municipal  authorities  of 


cities  and  villages,  and  so  forth,  up  to  members  of 
Congress.  Sir,  the  pebple  have  a  right  peaceaUy 
to  assemUe^  and  to  petition  the^Govemment  for  a 
redress  of  grievances ;  but  a  grievance  must  actually 
exist.  To  petition  for  a  redress  of  ^evances,  and 
to  direct  Congress  in  thehr  legislation^  were  very 
difierent  things.  This  power  of  petitioning  is  le^* 
served  by  the  first  article  of  the  amendment  of  the 
^Constitution.  But,  by  the  tenth  artide  of  the 
amendment,  wherever  the  power  to  legislate  is 
given  to  Congress,  the  power  of  the  peop&  ceases. 
These  primary  assembues  were  therefore  without 
legitimate  powers.  They  could  be  made  to  serve 
party  purposes,  but  they  had  no  business  with  le- 
gislation, nor  were  we  bound  to  respect  them. 
Were  we  to  listen  to  the  resolves  of  these  primary 
asseml)lies,  what  would  be  the  result  ?  And  what 
would  be  the  enerev  and  diffnity  of  your  Gk>vem» 
ment  ?  It  would  be  a  shadow ;  it  would  not  be 
worth  the  name  of  a  government 

They  would  promote  the  views  of  some  ambi- 
tious cnief,  and,  like  the  prsetorean  guards  of  the 
Ron^ans,  finally  take  the  Government  Uk  their  own. 
hands,  or  bestow  it  on  the  highest  bidder.  When 
an  ambitious  Roman,  aspired  to  ofi&ce,  he  elec- 
tioneered through  this  medium.  And  are  we  prac- 
tising corruption  in  our  infancy?  Under  this  sys- 
tem, every  member  was  to  appear  here  with  orders 
in  his  pocKet,  from  those  primary  assemblies ;  and 
they  were  to  dictate  to  you  by  resolves,  without  a 
single  reason  presented  ior  their  foundation. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Otis)  had  commenced  his  speech  by  telUiig 
us  that  he  nad  voted  last  year  agamst  the  restric- 
tion, and  he  intended  now  to  ^peak  against  it ; 
notwithstanding  which,  he  should  vote  again  as 
he  did  last  year,  if  some  concessions  were  made. 
That  honorable  gentlanan  had  showed  his  dislike 
to  Missouri^  unless  you  restrict  slavery.  Without 
thb  condition  annexed,  he  should  be  glad  to  see 
the  Mississippi  running  with  liquid  lava ;  and  the 
forests  inhabited  by  noQiinff  but  beiq^  and  panthers. 
This  is  the  language  of  that  gentleman.  Mr.  S. 
could  account  for  this  unkind  sentiment,  which 
carried  neither  conviction  nor  reason  with  it,  upon 
no  other  .grounds  than  those  which  he  had  furnisned 
from  his  exordium ;  which  were,  that  he  intoMled 
to  speak  on  one  side  and  vote  on  the  other.  Tak- 
ing this  view  of  it,  you  can  reconcile  the  aigument, 
and  as  his  speaking  has  been  manifestly  against 
Missouri,  we  might  fairly  hope  that  he  intended 
to  vote  against  the  restriction. 

This  gentleman  had  made  a  case  which  he  con- 
sidered, m  principle,  as  parallel  to  the  case  of  Mis- 
souri, and  by  which  he  conceived  he  had  frilly  il- 
lustrated this  great  political  question.  He  says, 
^'suppose  a  man  has  a  number  of  sons,  and  a 
'  nephew;  he  gives  to  the  sons  each  an  equal  por- 

*  tion,  or  lot  of  land,  and  promises  the  nephew  to 
'  give  him  a  lot,  but  makes  no  title  to  him ;  after 

*  some  time  he  tells  the  nephew,  I  have  changed 
'  my  mind,  I  cannot  ffive  you  this  land  but  on  con- 
^  dition  that  you  wifl  obligate  yoursdf  to  take  no 
^  dogs  there.  He  says,  why  not  take  dogs ;  they 
'  are  mine,  and  I  have  a  riffht  to  do  with  them  as 
^  I  please.    The  uncle  reimes,  I  do  not  like  dogs, 
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^  t^/Bf  are  noisy,  tber  kiU  sheep,  they  nin  mad,  and 
'  may  bite  me;  and  I  will  ncA  giye*  yoa  the  land 
^  baton  tkis  cfmdition."  Now^  says  the  gentleman, 
is  not  Misaouii  as  moch  under  the  control  of  Con- 
giCBs  ms  this  ffift  was  under  the  unck? 

Sir,  said  Mr.  3^  the  gentleman  has  been  a  law- 
yer or  the  first  respectability,  and  a  judge  of  hiffh 
stMMliiig,  in  the  State  he  represents ;  and  he  comd 
not  suppose  the  gentleman  could  conceive  there 
wms  any  force  in  the  analogy  which  he  had  at- 
tenqpiedL  The  cases  were  not  parallel.  Missouri 
had  a  claim  founded  in  right ;  and  had  the  uncle 
been  under  any  obli^tion  to  make  titles,  he  could 
preKiibe  no  conditions  as  to  what  kind  of  prop- 
erty the  nephew  should  hold  on  the  land.  He 
wciold  haYe  as  much  ri^ht  to  stock  it  with  doss,  as 
he  would  to  stock  it  with  cattle  or  horses.  Here 
he  appealed  to  the  lej;al  judsment  of  that  honorable 
gentteman,  to  say  if  he,  Mr.  B.^  was  not  correct 
As  a  sound  lawyer,  he  defied  him  to  negatiye  the 
position. 

Sir,  that  honorable  gentleman,  whose  mind  and 
eloqaesee  had  so  often  illumined  and  delighted  this 
Seuite,  seemed  to  hare  fidlen  far  short  of  hb 
uraal  greatness.  Instead  of  discussing  the  Con- 
stitutional question  with  hb  technical  abilities,  he 
had  been  presenting  to  the  Senate  the  horrid  spec- 
tacles of  Dears,  panthers,  the  Missis$ipi>i  rollinjg 
with  liquid  fiie,  mad  dogs,  and  hydrophobia '.  ^  This 
gentleman  has  made  such  a  departmre  from  the 
subject,  and  has  been  so  incoherent  in  Ids  arsu- 
memta,  if  he  had  not,  at  setting  out,  intimated  that 
he  diould  speak  one  way  and  vote  the  other,  he, 
Mr.  S..  would  hare  entertained  serious  apprenen- 
saons  taat  the  gentleman  had  reallv  been  bit  by 
some  of  his  own  mad  dogs,  and  was  laboring  under 
^  hydrqphobia. 

There  was  but  one  more  view  which  he  would 
take  of  this  case.  Much  had  been  said  of  the 
effiBCts  of  slavery  upon  society.  He  would  com- 
pare the  morality  of  the  slavdiolding  States  with 
that  of  the  non-slaveholding  States.  He  did  not 
the  morality  of  individuals,  but  he  would 
■re  the  pohtical  morality  of  the  States. 
I  id  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  you  had  heard 
of  no  rebellions,  no  insurrections,  no  delays  in  per- 
foimiag  all  the  requisitions  of  the  State  and  Gen- 
eral Qovemments.  The  State  of  Massachusetts 
had  emancipated  what  slaves  she  had  left,  shortly 
after  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  1783.  In  ^ee  years 
after,  they  had  a  rebellion  which  shook  the  State 
to  its  centre.  The  courts  of  justice  were  broken 
up  throughout  the  State.  The  civil  authority  was 
put  down.  Recourse  was  had  to  arms,  from  one 
end  of  the  State  to  the  other.  Batdes  ensued ; 
some  were  kiUed,  others  wounded,  others  taken 
prisoners^  and  some  hanged,  or  rather  condemned, 
an^  pardoned  by  the  Executive.  It  raged  to  such 
a  degree,  that  the  principal  citizens  had  at  one 
time  determined  to  make  no  efibrts  to  check  it, 
that  the  imbecility  of  a  repul^can  government 
mi|^t  be  fully  manifested,  and  some  government 
of  greater  energy  resorted  to.  What  tj^t  Govern- 
ment woidd  have  beeq,  he  knew^  not;  but  he 
supposes  they  would  have  chosen  a  King.  This 
statcmeiit  was  contained  in  Minofs  history  of  that 


transaction,  which  he  had  then  before  him,  and 
which  had  been  furnished  him  fVom  the  public 
library. 

The  State  of  Pennsylvania  had  freed  her  slaves 
in  1780.  In  January,  1791,  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  had  under  consideration  the  subject 
of  excise.  The  L^islature  of  Pennsylvania  were 
then  in  session.  Thev  took  up  the  subject  with 
the  same  temper — ^witn  the  same  enthusiasm  and 
heat — which  they  have  so  lately  manifested  on 
the  Missouri  question,  and  passed  the  following 
resolutions  for  instructing  tneir  members  of  the 
Senate  to  oppose  the  measure: 

"  HOVSB  07  RBPBKSIlfTATIVXB, 

January  22, 1791. 

The  Legislature  of  the  CommonwesUh,  ever  atten- 
tive  to  the  rights  of  their  constitaents,  and  conceiving 
it  a  daty  incumbent  on  them  to  express  their  senti- 
ments on  such  matters  of  a  public  nature  at,  in  their 
opinion,  have  a  tendency  to  destroy  their  rights,  agree 
to  the  following  resolutions : 

Eesohed,  That  any  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Statea  tending  to  the  collection  of  a  revenue 
by  means  of  exdse,  established  upon  principles  sub- 
▼ersive  of  the  peace,  liberty,  and  rightsi  of  the  citi- 
sens,  ought  to  attract  the  attention  of  this  House. 

Jietohed,  That  no  public  ezigennr  within  the 
knowledge  or  contemplation  of  this  Honse^  can,  in 
their  opinion,  warrant  the  adoption  of  any  species  of 
taxation  which  ahall  violate  those  rights  which  are 
tho  basis  of  our  Government,  and  which  would  ex- 
hibit the  singular  ^Mctaole  of  a  nation  resolutely  op- 
posing the  oppression  of  others,  in  order  to  eiMlave 
its«l£ 

Resolved,  That  these  sentiments  be  communicated 
to  the  Senators  representing  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  with  a  hope  thi^t 
they  will  oppose  everv  part  of  the  exoMe  bill,  now 
before  the  Congress,  which  shall  militate  against  the 
just  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people." 

This  was  a  high-handed  measure,  to  oppose  the 
constituted  authorities  in  diis  bold  and  menacing 
form,  because  they  were  about  ta  lay  a  small  duty 
on  whiskev,  that  deliciou?  beverage.  This  law 
vras  Dassed  by  Congress,  and,  the  year  following, 
Mr.  Neville,  the  insp^tor  of  the  revenue,  was 
often  menaced.  At  length  they  broke  out  into  an 
open  insurrection  in  the  neignborhood  of  Pitts- 
burg. The  public  mind  vnis  much  agitated.  Com- 
panies armed  themselves,  and  marched  into  the 
neighborhood  of  the  inspeotor.  BrackeMridge,  in 
his  history  of  that  insurrection,  which  Mr.  S.  had 
in  his  hand,  gives  the  following  account :  • 

•<  The  next  morning,  after  day-break,  the  inspector, 
having  just  got  out  ot  bed  and  opened  the  door,  dis- 
cover£i  a  number  of  armed  men  about  the  house, 
and,  demanding  of  them  who  they  were  and  whence 
they  came,  the  anawer  was  such  as  induced  him  to 
consider  their  intentions  to  be  hostile ;  and,  on  reus- 
ing to  disperse,  he  fired  on  them.  The  fire  was  re- 
turned, and  a  contest  ensued.  The  negroes,  from 
some  adjoining  small  buildings,  fired  on  the  flank  of 
the  assailants,  and  they  were  repulsed  with  six 
wounded,  one  mortally." 

He  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to 
this  faithful  attachment  oi  the  slaves;  th^  re- 
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peUed  <  tke  inaurg^ts,  mlhout  an  ord«r  even  from 
the  master.  They  wounded  six,  one  mortally. 
This  all  passed  in  Pittsburg,  and  not  a  white  man 
ever  approached  the  scene.  The  inspector's  houses 
wg(e  all  burned  down  the  next  day,  and  no  man 
attempted  to  oppose  them.  These  ^aves  have  pre- 
sented an  example  of  fidelity  and  bravery  in  de- 
fence of  their  master,  while  the  whole  population 
of  Pittsburg  wer^  terrified  into  submiflsion.  He 
presented  this  for  the  view  of  Marcus  and  his  asso- 
ciatesh    It  may  serve  theaca  as  a  beacon. 

This  insurvection  extended  itself  over  a  great 
part  of  the  western  sectioii  of  Pennsylvania.  It 
required  the  strong  arm  of  the  Gkxieral  Govern- 
ment to  quell  it.  .  A  regular  armed  force  was  called 
out  before  its  impetuosity  could  be  checked ;  an 
impetuosity  which  threatened  to  overwhelm  that 
State,  if  not  the  whole  Unipn.  Does  Pennsylva- 
nia and  Massachusetts  wish  those  feelings  and 
those  scenes  renewed  ?  If  they  do,  the  course  they 
have  taken  mav  lead  them  directly  to  it.  The 
American  people,  of  whom  it  was  nis  pride  and 
his  glory  that  he  was  one,  were  as  honest  as  any 
other  people  in  the  world,  and  only  wanted  to  bd 
correctly  informed,  to  do  justice  to  every  policy 
and  every  measure.  But  if,  under  the  misguided 
influence  of  fanaticism  and  humanity,  the  impetu- 
ous torrent  is  once  put  in  motion,  what  hand  short 
of  Omnipotence  can  stay  it? 

New  York  has  been  a  daveholding  State,  until 
very  lately,  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the  word. 
The  Gtovemor  of  New  York  recommended  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  only  three  years  ago,  to 
take  measures  for  the  eniancipation  of  their  slaves. 
Two  years  ago  these  measures  were  taken ;  and, 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress  thereafter,  their 
Representatives  and  Senators  came  out  upon  this 
very  Missouri  question,  as  the  champions  of  free- 
dom ;  and  that  State  has  given  as  hopeful  signs  of 
a  turbulent  temper  as  either  Pennsylvania  or  Mas- 
sachusetts, fbr  the  time  that  she  has  had  after 
emancipatiott.  What  progress  she  will  make  in 
revolutions  time  will  develope. 

When  Mr.  Smith  had  concluded  the  Senate 
adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohtdy  That  the  Committee  on  the  Poat  OflMe 
aad  PMt  Roads  bo  instraetod  to  inqairo  into  tho  ox- 
pedienej  of  diaoonttnaing  the  post  rood  £rom  Alna  to 
Palermo,  and  establishing  one  from  Abia  to  Gardinor, 
in  the  District  of  Maine* 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
pursuant  to  instructions  of  the  Senate^  reported  a 
bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  Gborgb 
WAflBiifOToif ,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  momorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of 
certain  purchasers  of  public  lands ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PlBblie  Lands. 

On  DMtion  of  Mr.  Johnbon,  of  Kentucky,  the 


Committee  cm.  Ikiilitary  Affiurs  were  iaatmeled  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  for 
the  liquidation  of  the  accounts  of  Coloo^  William 
Duane,  and  for  allowing  him  a  comjieBsation  foft 
his  services  and  expenses  in  the  publication  of  his 
military  worksy  nnder  the  direction  and  patronage 
of  the^  War  Department. 

The  Senate  i^esumed,  as  in  Committee  of  die 
Whole,  the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  court  of  the  Weateftt 
District  of  Virginia^"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ; 
and  passed  to  a  thud  reading. 

Mr.  SANFORn  presented  the  petition  of  Martha 
Youn^,  Samuel  Youngs,  ana  Thomas  Youngs, 
survivini^  children  of  Josenh  Young8,'late  of  West* 
Chester,  m  the  Stater  of  New  York!  deeeaaed,  in 
behalf  of  themselves  and  the  lawful  heirs  of  the 
said  deceased,  praying  compensation  fbr  losses 
sustained  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  stated 
in  the  petition )  which  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Van  Dyieb  communicated  the  foUowiB|^ 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Stnte  of  DeP 
aware,  which  was  read : 

**  Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represent* 
aiives  of  the  State  ofDelawaret  in  Oeneral  Assembly 
met,  That  it  ist  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Asaem* 
bij,  (he  Constitntional  right  of  the  United  8utes  in 
Congreaa  assembled,  to  enact  and  estabKah,  as  one  of 
the  conditions  for  the  admission  of  a  new  State  into 
the  Unions  a  provision  which  dali  efieeioallj  prevent 
the  further  introduction  of  slavery  into  poch  State : 
and  that  a  due  regard  to  the  trae  interest  oifflooh  States 
as  well  as  of  the  other  StatM»  requires  that  the  ammm 
should  be  done.      ^ 

Resolved^  That  a  copy  of  the  above  and  foregoing 
resolution  be  transmitted  by  the  Speaker^of  the  Senate 
to  each  of  the  Senator*  and  Representatives  from  this 
State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stotes.'^ 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  committee  to  wh<ma 
was  referred  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry,  whe^ 
ther  it  be  expedient  to  increase  Uie  number  of 
copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Papers,  whidi 
hereafter  may  be  printed  by  order,  and  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  submitted  the  following  order : 

<'  Ordered^  That  hereafter  there  shidl  be  minted 
twenty-five  copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Papets, 
in  addidon  to  the  number  which  has  be^  hereto<- 
fore  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate." 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence,  was  read,  aadt 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  considei^tioa  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  uid  Post  Roads  to 
inqnine  into  the  expediency  of  estaUishiag  a  certain 
post  road  in  the  State  of  Uiinois,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideralion  of 'the 
motion  of  the  26th  instant,  for  instnicting  tbe 
Committee  on  PubUc  Lands  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  protecting  certain  occupants  of  the 
public  lands,  until  the  crop  shall  have  been  made 
and  gathered ;  and  agreed  (hereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  26th  inatant  for  inatrveting  the  Com^ 
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mittee  od  tlie  Post  Offioe^nd  Post  Roate  to  in- 
qoueimo  the  expediency  of  estaUishiog  a  cerlata 
post  R»d.  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  agreed 
tbcreto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  CcoEimittee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Michael  Pepper,  of 
PiestoBfiik  the  State  of  Connecticut,  praying  a 
pensoBy  and,  in  concurrence  therewith^  resolved, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rsport  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions^  to  whcHm 
was;  referred  the  petition  of  John  Taylor,  of  the 
city  of  Nerw- York,  mariner,  praying  a  p^iisioU)  and^ 
ia  ooBcaireace  therewith,  resmved,  that  the  prayer 
of  the- petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resuQied  .  the  cpnsideration  of  the 
rmit  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rmrsed  the  petition  of  Jamea  Warren,  and,  in 
concunence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  J^mings  O'Bannon  was 
read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  EowA&Ds  presented  the  petition  of  Lewis 
BoBson,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 
Pkuoas,  graying  a  confirmation  of  their  titlea  to  the 
lota  in  sud  village ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  X^ands. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

The  Senate  reattned  the  consid^ation  of  the 
engrossed  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  Coostitation  of  the  United  States,  as  it  respects 
the  choice  of  the  Electors  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States^  and  the  dec* 
tiiHi  of  Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States ;  and^  by  unanimous  consent^  Mr. 
Lloyd  moved  to  strike  out  the  following  clauses: 

<^  That,  for  the  porpote  of  choosing  Electors  o£  Prs- 
lUsnt  and  Vice  Pissident  of  the  United  Stslasv  tha 
ponoaa  qnalifiad  to  vole  for  Representatives  in  each 
^ttiiel  shall  choose  one  Elector.    The  two  sddiaonal 


i  to  whieh  each  State  is  entitled,  shall  b»  ap 
psuitad  in  such  manner  ts  the  Legialatare  thereof 
may  direct." 

And  ittsevt  in  lieu  diereof  the  following : 

'^Tfaat,  for  the  porpbse  of  ebooeing  BlecCofs  of  Pre* 
sidsal  and  Vica  Pretideot  of  the  United  States,  eaeh 
Stafes  Aall,  by  its  Legislatare,  be  divided  into  a  nam- 
bar  of  dis«ncti»  eqael  to  the  aaaiber  of  Electors  of 
President  end '  Vice  President  to  which  snch  State 
may  be  entitled  ;  the  district  shaU  be  formed  of  con- 
tigaDOs  tenitoryy  and  the  penone  qaaU^d  to  vote  ibr 
R^M-esentattvea  in  each  district  shall  choose  one 
Elector." 

And^  on  the  question  to  agree  thereto,  it  was 
deieimiaed  in  the  negatives-yeas  12,  nays  30,  as 
foUows: 

YmAs— Messrs.  Bsrbeaiv  Elliot,  Oainafd^  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Pinknsy;  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Trhnble,  and  Walker 4)f  Georgia. 

Kats-^Msssis.  Brown^  l^mill,  Dana,  Diekesson, 
Eston,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hooter,  Johnson  of  Kea- 
taeky ,  Jubason  of  Looiaians,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
oCNsw  York*  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowri^,  Mscon,  Hek 


1ea,lf#rril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Buggies,  Sanferd^ 
Stokes,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Yen  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Williams  of  Missitaippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee. 

On  the  question  "  Shall  this  resohilion  pass  ?"*^ 
it  having  been  previously  re^  a  third  time — it  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative— yeas  29,  nays  IS, 
as  follows : 

YaAS— Meters.  Brown,  BorriU,  Dana,  Diekerson, 
Eatoo,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hnntor,  Johneea  of  Ken* 
tocbr,  Johnson  of  Loaisiasa,  King  of  Alabamai  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Macon,MeIlea,  Morril, 
Olis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Saaford,  Stokes, 
Thomas»  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Yan  Dyke,  Williams  af 
Miasisaippt,  and  WUliams  of  Tennessee*. 

Na^s — Messrs.  Barbonr,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  LoWrie,  Pleacants,  Roberts,  Buggies,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Walk^  of  Georgia. 

So  it  was  Re$olMd,  That  this  resolution  pass, 
two-thirds  of  the  Senators  concurrmg. 

MAINE  AND  MI880URL 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  RuQQifEa,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  would  detain 
the  Senate  but  a  short  time  upon  the  subject  under 
consideration.  Gentlemen  ot  distinguished  talents 
and  ability  have  travelled  over  the  whole  ground, 
and  but  little  now  can  be  said  that  will  throw  any 
additional  liffhtupoa  the  question.  It  is  admitted 
upon  all  sides  to  be  a  question  of  great  interest 
and  importance,  and  one  that  involves  the  present 
peace  and  happiness  of  th^  nation,  as  well  as  its 
future  TOosperitv  and  tranquillity. 

Mr.  H.  said  ne  sincerely  regretted  the  course  the 
Senate  had  adopted  in  regard  to  uniting  the  two 
bills.  The  admission  of  Maine,  and  the  passage 
of  a  law  to  authorize  the  people  c^  Missouri  to  foim 
for  themselres  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, are  distinct  questions,  and  involve  distinct, 
considerations.  They  have  not  progressed  to  the 
same  iwint.  They  are  not  in  the  same  stage  of 
legislation.  The  jieople  of  Maine  have  met  in  con- 
vention and  formed  their  constitution,  and  it  is  now 
presented  to  Congress  for  their  acceptance.  The 
only  question  is,  will  Congress  admit  her  into  the 
Union,  or  shall  her  application  be  rejected  ?  No 
objections  are  made,  no  reasons  are  assigned,  why 
Maine  should  not  be  admitted  a  member  of  the 
American  Union.  Not  so  with  Missouri;  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  to  authorize  her  to  form  a  constitution, 
requires  much  kgLslation  and  detail,  and  ought  to 
be  examined  carefully.  Hence,  the  incompata- 
bility  of  unitinff  them.  The  admission  of  a  new 
State  into  the  Union  is  a  solemn  act ;  it  ought  to 
^tand  or  fall  by  its  own  merits,  and  not  depend  for 
its  support  upon  any  management  or  adventitious 

The  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  pre- 
sents at  this  stage  ot  the  biU  the  only  topic  of  dis- 
cussion.    The  amendment  provides   "that  the 

*  further  introduction  into  the  said  State  of  per- 

*  sons  to  be  held  to  slavery  or  involuntary  servi- 
'  tude,  within  the  same,  shall  be  absolutely  and 
<  irrevocably  prohibited."  The  principle  contained 
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in  the  amendment  is  a  humane  and  salutary  o^e) 
and  ought  to  be  incorporated  into  every  system  of 
government  established  among  men ;  but  more 
particularly  in  the  formation  of  a  new  membor  of 
this  great  Confederacy.  It  is  clearly  authorized 
by  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
xii  States,  and  has  been  sanctioned  by  a  uniform 
and  uninterrupted  course  of  legislation. 

Before  he  proceeded  to  the  Constitutional  ex- 
amination of  this  subject,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  must  be 
permitted  to  express  hb  astonishment  and  surfMise 
at  the  sentiments  and  opinions  advanced  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  who  ad- 
dmsed  the  Senate  yesterday.  That  gentleman 
justified  slav^  on  the  broadest  princii^,  without 
qualification  or  reserve.  This  was  taking  entirely 
new  ground;  it  was  going  farther  than  he  had 
ever  heard  any  gentleman  go  before.  Heretofore, 
in  discussions  upon  this  subject,  slaverv  had  not 
been  considered  as  a  matter  of  right,  out  as  an 
evil,  a  misfortune  entailed  upon  the  country,  for 
which  no  complete  remedy  could  be  suggested. 
But  we  are  referred  for  a  justification  of  the  prin- 
ciple, to  Athens,  Sparta^  and  Rome.  Because 
they  had  slaves,  and  subjected  a  portion  of  their 
fellow-creatures  to  unconditional  bondage,  it  is 
contended  that  our  countrymen  are  justifi^  in  fol- 
lowing their  example.  Mr.  R.  said  he  hoped  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  niankind  were  better  under- 
stood in  the  present  age,  than  at  any  former  period 
of  which  history  gives  any  accoimt.  The  Greeks 
and  Romans  made  slaves  of  their  prisoners  taken 
in  war,  but  that  barbarous  practice  had  long  been 
exploded,  and  prisoners  are  now  entitled  to,  and 
do  receive,  mild  and  lenient  treatment ;  and  on 
conclusion  of  hostilities,  are  all  restored  to  liberty. 
It  is  said  also,  that  God's  chosen  people,  the  Israel- 
ites, were  held  in  bondage  to  the  E&Tptians,  and 
that,  too.  by  the  permission  of  the  Almighty  him- 
self. Tnis  authority  in  support  of  slavery,  is  an 
unfortunate  one.  Instead  ofjustifying  it,  th^  con- 
trary inference  is  irresistible.  The  Divine  dis- 
l^easure  was  most  si^ally  manifested  against  the 
Egyptians  for  their  sms  in  oppressing  and  enslav- 
ing tine  Israelites.  Successive  judgments  fell  upon 
them,  until  they  were  compelled  to  |dve  up  and 
relea^  those  unfortunate  sufferers.  Af r.  R.  said 
he  hoped  the  same  judgments  would  not  be  reserv- 
ed to  scourge  our  own  countrymen. 

The  question  of  the  rijfht  oi  human  slavery,  ab- 
stracti^  considered,  admits  of  no  dispute.  It  can- 
not be  justified.  The  right  to  hold  them  results 
from  the  laws  of  civil  society,  by  the  exercise  of 
arbitrary  powers,  and  not  from  the  laws  of  nature. 
It  is  a  violation  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
Republican  Crovemment,  and  repu^ant  to  the 
^eat  and  essential  rights  contained  m  the  Decla- 
tion  of  Independence ;  rights  which  ous^ht  always 
to  be  adhered  to  in  establishing  the  foundations  or  a 
new  community. 

It  is  not  my  intention,  said  Mr.  R.,  to  disturb 
the  question  as  relates  to  States  who  are  now 
members  of  the  Union,  and  whose  laws  and  con- 
stitutions recognise  this  species  of  property.  Those 
rights  are  to  oe  held  sacred— they  must  remain 
undisturbed.     The  framers  of  the  Constitution 


have  settled  those  jNineiples  in  the  spirit  <ii  eom- 
promise, aAd  all  thepa'rties  to  the  Federal  compact 
are  bound  by  it.  But.  on  the  question  of  admit- 
ting new  States  into  tne  Union,  the  case  is  open  ; 
Congress  may  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  not  in- 
compatiUe  with  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 
It  will  now  be  my  €>bject  to  show  that  this  right 
does  exist  in  Con^^ress,  and  that  restrictions  and 
limitations  of  various  characters  have  been  im- 
posed upon  the  new  States  that  have ,  heretofore 
been  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  third  article  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Constitution  provides,  that  ^'  new  States  may  be 

*  admitted,  by  the  Congress,  into  this  Union ;  bat 
'  no  new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within 

*  the  jurisdiction  of  any  other  State,  nor  any  State 

*  be  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States, 
^  without  the  consent  of  the  L^islatures  of  the 
'  States  concemeiL  as  well  as  of  Congress.*'  Th» 
nant  of  power  is  full,  perfect,  and  complete.  That 
Cong[ress  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union, 
certainly  implies  that  Congress  inay  exercise  its 
sovel^gn  discretion  on  the  stibject.  The  clause 
is  not  imperative ;  it  may  admit,  or  it  may  refose 
to  admit.  Congress  has  a  right  to  judge  at  w^t 
time  it  may  be  expedient  and  proper  to  exercise 
thieir  authority,  ana  grant  the  pnvilc»^  to  a  Terri- 
tory to  become  a  member  of  the  Union.  It  has 
also  a  right  to  prescribe  the  terms,  provided  those 
terms  are  compatible  with  the  Constitution,  and 
do  not  violate  any  of  the  essential  rights  of  sover- 
eignty. It  is  not  a  lawful  exercise  of  sovereignty, 
in  the  formation  of  a  new  society,  to  make  one- 
half  the  population  slaves — it  is  usurpation  and  ty- 
ranny. Lawful  sovereignty  in  a  Republic  consists 
in  securing  the  rights  and  liberties  of^all,  not  in  the 
destruction  and  utter  annihilation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  one-half.  Congress  may  then  say  to  « 
Territory,  as  a  condition  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union,  you  shall  provide,  irrevocably,  that  ^the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  "virhole  people  shall  be 
respected ;  and  if  this  is  not  done,  admission  may 
be  refused.  The  time  has  not  arrived  when  it  is  ex- 
pedient to  admit.  <<  Congress  is  authorized  to  estab- 
^  lish  an  unifbrmrule  of  natundization,  and  uniform 
^  laws  on  thesubject  of  bankruptcies,  throughout  the 
'  United  States.''  In  the  irrant  of  these  powers,  is 
there  no  room  left  for  legidation  ?  Must  Congress 
adopt  precisely  the  same  laws  on  this  subject,  that 
other  nations,  or  some  of  the  States  had  before 
adopted  ?  Is  there  no  opportunity  for  discretion, 
for  alteration,  or  detail  ?  Such  a  course  of  reason- 
ing would  be  absurd — ^it  would  find  no  advocates. 
Yet  it  would  be  equally  correct  and  plau8ible,with. 
the  reason  assisn^  against  the  restriction  ottered. 

'  Having  established  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  im-  - 
pose  the  condition  contained  in  the  amendments, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  introduce  other  clauses  of 
the  Constitution,  to  show  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  that  instrument  to  vest  Congress 
with  the  power  of  prohibiting  the  extension  of 
slavery,  beyond  the  States  in  which  it  was  then 
tolerated.  '^  The  mimtion  or  importation  of  such 
'  pmons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall 
<  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
'  the  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  x>ne  thousand  eight 
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« hundred  and  dght."  It  must  be  admitted  that 
this  clause  is  negatiye  in  its  character,  and  confers 
no  power  whaterer.  It  i&  a  prohibition,  for  a  lim- 
itecl  time,,  of  die  exercise  of  other  powers,  with 
which  Congress  are  inrteted  by  the  Constitution. 
^  Congress  may  regukte  commerce  with  foreign 
nations^  and  among  the  sereral  States,  and  with 
the  Indian  tribes."  Slaves  were  an  artiderof  com- 
merce, and  their  introduction  into  the  United 
States  mi^t  have  been  prohibited  immediately 
on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  had  not  this 
power  been  suspended  until  the  year  1808,  bv  the 
operation  of  tlins  clause  above  quoted.  But  let  it 
be  remembered,  that  Congress  was  left  free  and 
untrammelled  with  regard  to  the  territories  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  State  that  miffht  be  created 
out  of  them  before  the  year  1808.  The  clause  ap- 
plies to  the  States  then  existing,  not  to  any  that 
were  afterwards  to  exist.  The  State  of  Ohio  was 
admitted  in  1802.  Congress  would  have  had  full 
power  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slaves  as  an 
article  of  commerce  before  the  year  1808,  if  slavery 
had  not  been  absolutely  prohibited  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  From  this  it  manifestly  appears  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  those  who  made  tne  Constitu- 
tion, to  confiBe  slavery  to  the  States  then  existing, 
and  forever  to  orohibit  it  in  the  territories  or  States 
that  might  be  formed  out  of  them,  or  else  the  pro- 
hibition would  have  extended  to  tnem  also.  ' 

Mr.  R.  said,  it  would  be  his  object  now  to  show 
that  it  had  been  the  constant  practice  of  Congress 
to  impose  similar  restrictions  upon  new  States, 
when  admitted  into  the  Union.  The  right  of 
Congress  to  do  so,  had  never  been  ouestioned  or 
doubted.  The  amendment  now  offered,  which 
{Rt>hibits  the  further  introduction  of  slaves  in  Mis- 
souri, is  not  starting  a  new  principle,  or  occupyinff 
new  ground — ^it  vi  only  following  the  beaten  track 
<^  former  le^^islation.  The  States  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
an^ and  Uhnois,  stand  upon  the  same  footing; 
nothing  is  required  of  Missouri  but  what  was  re- 
quired of  those  States,  as  a  condition  of  their  ad- 
mission into  the  Union.  They  were  required  to 
form  their  constitutions  in  conformity  with  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  which  ordinance  irrevocaUy  pro- 
hibited slavery  and  involuntary  servitude.  How 
do  gentlemen  set  along  with  this  ordinance,  and 
the  practice  which  has  grown  up  under  it.  They 
do  not  hesitate  to  declare  it  an  usurpation,  an  un- 
anthorized  assumption  of  power,  having  no  oblig- 
atory force  whatever.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  did  not 
expect  to  hear  such  doctrines  advanced  upon  this 
floor.  Let  gentlemen  beware  how  they  breiJ:  up 
and  destrov  the  new  governments  of  the  West ; 
they  are  all  bottomed  upon  this  ordinance ;  it  is  the 
strong  hold  of  our  civu  polity  and  private  rights. 
Thb  ordinance  has  been  to  the  people  of  tbe  North- 
western territory  a  rul^  of  action— «  guide  to  direct 
thdr  course— "a  cloud  by  day,  and  a  pillar  of  fire 
by  night"  The  Israelites  of  old  could  not  have 
been  more  prosperous  in  settling  their  favorite  Ca- 
naan, under  the  immediate  government  of  €k>d 
himself,  than  have  been  the  peoj^eof  that  country 
under  the  principles  of  this  ordinance.  Twenty 
years  ago  there  were  scarcely  twenty  thousand  in- 
nabitantein  that  portion  of  country  now  constitut- 


ing the  State  of  Ohio ;  at  this  time  their  number 
is  swelled  to  more  than  half  a  million.  What 
country  can  boast  an  equal  increase  of  population 
in  the  same  period  of  time  ? 

A  few  remarks  only  will  show  that  this  ordi- 
nance is  not  an  usurpation,  but  that  the  Old  Con- 
gress had  full  power  to  pass  it.  The  Old  Confess 
were,  by  the  articles  of  Confederation,  authorized 
to  make  requisitions  upon  the  several  States  for 
men  to  prosecute  the  war  of  the  Revolution^  and 
for  money  to  pay  them.  Without  this  authority 
the  progress  of  resistance  must  have  stopped  in  its 
course,  and  the  best  hopes  of  the  patriot  failed. 
The  more  effectually  to  accomplish  this  object,  and 
to  provide  funds  to  continue  the  war,  and*  meet 
their  engagements  to  the  soldiers,  "a  resolution 
<  was  ps^sed  on  the  6th  day  of  September,  1780, 
^  recommending  to  the  several  States  in  the  Union, 
'  having  claims  to  waste  and  unappropriated  lands 
^  in  the  Western  country,  a  liberal  cession  to  the 
^  United  States  of  a  portion  of  their  respective 
*  claims,  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  Union." 
In  a  few  years  after  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 
Virginia,  New  York,  and  Conn^scticut,  made  fonnal 
cessions  of  their  elauns  to  the  territory  northwest 
of  the  river  Ohio.  The  articles  of  Confederation 
authorized  CoDsress  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Confederacy.  In  pursuance  of  that  authority  thb 
celebrated  ordinance  was  passed,  which  divided 
the  territory  into  States,  to  be  admitted  members 
of  the  Confederacy,  as  soon  as  they  should  have  a 
sufficient  number  ot  inhabitants.  Regulations  were 
made  for  the  disposal  of  the  lands,  to  raise  funds 
to  pay  the  debts  and  meet  the  engagements  of  the 
nation.  What  power  can  be  more  dearly  traced? 
Was  authority  ever  exercised  in  a  case  less  suscep- 
tible of  doubt? 

Amone  the  permanent  articles  of  that  ordinance 
is  the  following :  '*  Tliere  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary .  servitude  in  the  said  territory, 
otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof 
the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted."  This 
was  a  prudent  civil  regulation,  adopted  under  the 
influence  of  those  great  principles  of  liberty  and 
the  rights  of  man  for  .which  the  country  had  been 
so  signally  contending.  The  benefits  of  the  vmt 
of  habeas  corpus,  triiJ  by  jury,  and  the  free  exer- 
cise of  their  religious  opinion&^were  all  secured  to 
the  people  of  the  territory.  When  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  was  adopted,  a  clause 
was  inserted,  that  "  all  debts  contracted,  and  en- 
ffSj^ements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of 
mis  Constitution,  shall  be  as  valid  against  'the 
United  States,  under  this  Constitution,  as  under 
the  Confederation."  The  first  Congress  that  con- 
vened under  the  Constitution  recop^nised  this 
ordinance  as  havin|g  obligatory  force;  and  passed 
a  law  to  continue  its  operation,  and  adapt  it  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Every  subse- 
quent Legislature,  down  to  the  present  time,  has 
considered  it  a  legitimate  exercise  of  sovereignty 
on  the  part  of  the  Old  Congress.  It  is  now,  for 
the  first  time,  disturbed,  and  its  authority  called 
in  question. 

Admit,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  principle  now  con- 
tended for  by  the  gentlemen  upon  the  other  side 
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of  the  question,  is  eorrecty  and  what  is  the  result  ? 
All  contracts  made  for  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
public  lands,  under  the  authority  of  the  ordinance, 
and  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  must 
be  null  and  Toid.  Purchasers  have  no  valid  title; 
the  right  and  security  in  which  they  trusted  are 
taken  fVom  under  them,  and  they  become  the  mis- 
arable  victims  of  a  misguided  policy. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  dwell  no  longer  upon  the 
ordinance,  but  proceed  to  an  examination  of  some 
of  the  principles  contained  in  the  amendment  re- 
ported oy  the  Judiciary  Committee.  There  were 
propositions  in  that  amendment  that  equally  vio- 
tate  and  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the  contemplated 
Btate  of  Missouri  with  that  for  the  exclusion  of 
slavery.  These  excite  no  alarm ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary^ are  supported  h)[  the  gentlemen  on  the  op- 
posite side.  Mr.  R.  said  he  alluded  to  that  part  of 
the  amendm«it  rep(Mrted  by  the  committee,  which 
prohibits  the  new  State  of  Missouri  from  taxing 
the  public  lands  fbr  ^Ye  years  after  they  are  sold ; 
the  lands  granted  to  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
lor  a  limited  time;  and  the  levyins;  of  a  t^  or 
toll  on  the  people,  who  may  use  the  navigable 
streams,  and  the  waters  leading  into  the  same, 
within  the  said  State. 

One  of  the  most  important  attribdtes  of  sover- 
eignty is  the  power  of  taxation.  Without  this 
Sowar  no  Government  can  sustain  itself;  it  is  the 
le-blood  of  its  existence.  Yet  gentlemen  wiio 
say  we  cannot  restrict  Missouri,  with  regard  to 
the  holding  of  slaves,  support  the  neavier  ami  more 
important  restrictions  in  the  power  of  taxation. 

It  may  be  contended  that  this  is  an  agreement 
between  Congress  and  the  new  State,  and  operates 
in  the  nature  of  a  compact,  for  which  there  is  an 
equivalent  given.  If  so,  tne  case  is  not  altered. 
A  compact  can  be  made  on  the  subject  of  exclud- 
ing slavery  as  well  as  that  of  taxation.  The  prin- 
ciples are  the  same,  and  no  human  ingenuity  can 
sraarate  them. 

It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  that 
when  a  new  State  is  admitted  into  tne  Union, 
that  she  possesses  the  same  sovereignity  that  any 
of  the  olu  States  possess,  and  that  any  power  ex- 
ercised by  the  old  States,  may  be  exercised  by  the 
new  States.  No  restrictions  can  be  in^posed,  no 
compact  can  be  made  with  them.  This  assertion 
is  at  war  with  the  uniform  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress on  the  admission  of  new  States ;  it  is  at  war 
with  the  very  provisions  of  the  bill^nd  the  amend- 
ment now  under  consideration.  The  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  New  York  has  imposed,  and  col- 
lects a  tax  of  one  dollar  on  each  person  sailing  in 
the  steamboats  between  New  York  and  Albany  ; 
yet  the  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
provides,  "  that  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  navi- 
gable rivers  and  waters  leading  into  the  same,- 
sl^ll  be  common  highways,  and  forever  free,  as 
well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  State  as  to 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  any 
tax,  duty,  impost,  or  toll,  therefor,  imposed  by  the 
said  State."  Then  it  is  evident  that  New  York 
is  exercising  a  right,  of  which  right  you  deprive 
Missouri.  Again,  the  site  of  Fort  Fayette,  in 
Pennsylvania,  owned  by  the  Gteneral  Goyeniment, 


is  regularly  taxed  by  the  Legislature  of  that  Slate, 
and  the  money  to  defray  the  same'  b  annually 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ; 
while  you  restrict  Missouri,  not  only  from  taxing 
the  lands  of  the  United  States,  but  for  five  years 
after  they  have  been  sold  to  individual.  You  go 
fbrther;  you  propose  to  restrict  Missouri  from 
taxing  the  lands  of  the  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
for  a  term  of  years  after  the  patents  have  been 
granted.  -How  do  gentlemen  retoncile  those^ pro- 
visions in  the  amendment  with  the  principles  uity 
advance?  'They  cannot  be  reconciled.  It  seems 
as  though  gentlonen  ore  willing  to  impose  any 
restriction  xipon  Missouri,  except  that  or  the  te- 
ther introduction  of  slavery. 

It  b  said,  that  the  nayigane  streams  and  the  puft>- 
lic  lands  are  extra-territorial,  and  that  the  States 
have  no  right  to  impose  any  tax  upon  the  use  of 
the  steams  or  upon  ttie  lands.  If  that  be  the  ftiet, 
why  b  it  made  an  indiqp^isable,  irrevocaUe  ocm- 
dition  with  every  new  State  that  is  admitted  iMo 
the  Union,  that  thej  shall  not  exercise  thb  power, 
in  consideration  of  which  you  agree  to  give  Che 
Sttttes  certain  benefits^and  privileges  ?  What !  i^ 
quire  the  States  to  rmonnce  a  power  they  do  not 
possess,  &nd  make  a  formal  compact  with  them  on 
the  subject!    Such  would  be  singular  legislation. 

The  ci»es  bdbre  cited,  of  New  York  and  Penn- 
sylvania^ show  that  the  power  of  taxation  does  re- 
side in  the  States,  and  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  acquiesced  in  the  exercise  of  the 
same.  Mr.  R.  said  his  only  object^'was,  to  show 
that  Congress  had  the  same  right  to  restrict  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  in  theiiew  State,  as 
to  make  any  other  restrictions  whatever,  and  that 
there  was  no  difference  in  point  of  principle. 

When  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
she  was  required,  in  addition  to  the  usual  restric- 
tions upon  the  new  States,  the  exchision  of  slavery 
^c^ted,  to  transact  and  record  her  legi^tive 
and  judicial  proceedings  in  English,  and  secure  to 
her  citizens  the  right  of  trial  by  jury.  All  ^ese 
are  violations  of  her  sovereignty",  if  tne  arguments 
advanced  by  gentlemen  in  opposition  are  correct. 

Mr.  R.  said,  gentlemen  have  referred  us  to  tiie 
treaty  with  France,  ceding  the  Louisiana  country 
to  the  United  States,  and  say,  by  the  stipulations 
of  that  treaty.  Congress  are  precluded  from  ma- 
king any  regulation  on  the  subject  of  slaYery. 
Upon  a  caretul  examination  of  that  treaty  it  will 
be  found,  that  such  a  construction  b  not  warranted 
by  the  language  of  it  The  third  lirticle  declares 
"  that  the  mhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  sludl 
'  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of  the  United 
'  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  aceord- 

*  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
'  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
^  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 

*  and  in  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained 

*  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 

*  libo^ty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 

*  profess."  The  last  clause  can  nave  no  applica- 
tion to  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  any  longer 
than  while  they  remain  under  a  Territorial  govern- 
ment ;  and  if  it  did,  there  is  nothinjf  in  it  to  pre- 
vent any  regulation  Congress  might  think  proper  Co 
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^  as  to  the  ftrtve  aeqnishion  of  such  property. 
And  will  any  one  pretend  that  the  former  part  of 
Che  ekiiae,  in  any  ¥ray  interferes  wit&  the  ordinary 
diseretioB  oi  Congron  in  the  admission  of  nevir 
States  oat  of  the  territory?  It  must  haye  been 
transfierred,  with  die  understanding  by  the  contract- 
ing paities,  that  the  people  of  that  territory  were  to 
haTesomore  *^  rights,  ad  vantages^  and  immunities." 
than  were  posseted  hv  the  people  of  the  North- 
wmun  Territory.  There  Congress  had  a  right, 
and  did  exercise  the  right  of  excluding  slarery. 
Had  the  tteetr  intended  to  secrare  to  the  people  of 
that  eooBtry  the  pririkffe  of  holding  slares,  there 
•wmakd  have  been  a  stipmation  in  express  terms  se- 
earing  it*  to  them. 

On  the  subject  of  ceding  te^tory  to  the  United 
States  there  has  bc^  an  uniform  practice,  a  sort 
ef  oonmion  law,  by  rd)»rence  to  which,  we  shall 
obtain  some  light.  Whenever  a  cession  is  made, 
and  it  is  intended  by  the  contracting  parties  that 
datvery  shoold  be  tolerated  in  the  ceded  territbry,  it 
Ins  been  exptesriy  mentioned,  and  a  clause  insert^ 
IBOTidinc^  oiat  Congress  should  not  exercise  the 
posvcr  of  excluding  it.  Such  was  the  case  of  the 
mwiiuu  by  North  Carolina  of  her  western  territory, 
which  now  ooDstitntes  the  iourishing  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. It  was  an  express  condition  on  the  part  of 
North  Carcdina,  when  the  transfer  was  made, 
^  chat  no  regolations  made,  or  to  be  made  by  Con- 
gress, shall  tend  to  emancipate  slaves.^  In  the  ar- 
ticles of  affreement  and  cession  between  the  United 
States  and  the  State  of  Georgia,  ceding  that  por- 
tion of  country  whibh  now  composes  the  States  of 
MisHiisippi  and  AlabamiL  it  is  provided  that  the 
ordinance  of  Congress  or  1787,  should  extend  to 
the  said  territory,  that  article  only  excepted  which 
exehides  slavay. 

The  foregoing  cessions  of  North  Carolina  and 
€>eorgia  serve  to  explain  what  were  the  views  of 
oar  statesmen  of  the  Constitution  at  that  time. 
The  previsions  made  to  prevent  Confess  from  ex- 
cickiBg  the  right  is  an  irresistible  inference  that 
the  rignt  existM,  and  that  the  panics  so  consid- 
ered it 

in  the  cession  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  to 
die  United  States,  no  such  provision  was  tnad^. 
Congress  was  there  left  free  to  exercise  its  discre- 
tion. The  ordinance  was  immediately  passed,  ex- 
dndittj;  slavery,  and  the  first  Congress  under  the 
Conititiition  recognised  the  ordinance  by  a  legis- 
laiftve  act ;  and,  when  the  States  were  admitted 
into  the  Union  from  that  territory,  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  was  made  an  indispensable  condition. 
The  Stales  from  the  South,  where  davery  is  tol- 
tvated,  all  concurred  in  the  several  measures  of 
prohibiting  the  further  extension  of  slavery,  and 
no  ^oestioo  of  the  right  to  do  so  has  ever  been 
nade  nntil  the  present  time.  If  such  has  been  the 
ease  with  remad  to  the  Northwestern  Territory, 
why  do  not  the  same  rules  and  principles  apply  to 
the  Louisiana  country  ?  The  language  in  the  ces- 
sion of  the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  to  the  rights 
of  its  citizens  and  the  future  sovereigntv  of  the 
States,  b  much  stronger  than  that  used  in  the 
Loomana  treaty.  The  act  of  cession  declares 
that  the  Slates  to  be  formed  out  of  the  territory 


shall  have  the  same  ^  rights  of  freedom,  soverdgn- 
ty,  and  independence,  as  the  original  States.**  The 
Louisiana  treaty  provide  that  **  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  enjoy  all  the  ri^^its,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities  of  citizen^  of  the  Uni- 
ted States."  If  Congress  had  the  power  to  exclude 
slavery  firom  the  ^Northwestern  Territory — and, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  believed  that  it  had  been  clearly 
shown  that  |hey  had — ^no'doubt  whatever  could 
exist  on  the  subject  as  it  rdates  to  the  country  be- 
yond the  Mississinpi.  Not  a  word  was  said  con- 
cerning slaves,  u  it  had  been  the  intention  of 
the  negotiators  of  that  treaty,  to  have  secured  the 
people  forever  in  the  oajoyment  and  acquisition 
of  that  species  of  propertjr,  they  ^ould  hive  fai- 
serted  a  clause  on  the  suli^t  similar  to  those  in 
the  cessions  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia. 

On  the  expediency  of  preventing  the  further  ex- 
tension of  slavery,  there  ought  to  be  but  one  opin- 
kft.  Confine  it  to  the  States  where  it  exists,  and 
let  every  exertion  be  nNide  by  the  whole  country 
to  mitigate  its  evils.  The  partial  relief  that  would 
be  given  by  extending  it  over  the  whole  or  any 
part  of  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi  would 
be  temporai^r.  The  future  safety  and  happiness  of 
this  Repubhc  d^ends  upon  populating  the  West- 
em  States  with  free  people.  The  voice  of  policy 
and  humanity  dictates  such  a  course. 

We  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  that 
the  gentlemen  opposed  to  restriction  are  also  op- 
posed to  slavery.  He  has  alhided  to  Virginia  m 
language  of  the  highest  eulogy.  It  is  said,  she  has 
been  opposed  to  slavery  in  all  its  forms,  and  that 
the  acts  of  her  State  government  and  the  opinions 
of  her  distinguished  men  have  been  uniform  on 
this  subject.  Mr.  R.  said  he  was  willing  to  admit 
that  Virginia  had  done  much  in  opposition  to 
slavery,  and  that  she  was  entitled  to  great  praise 
and  consideration  for  the  zeal  with  which  she  re- 
sisted the  corrupt  powers  of  the  Kings  and  Parlia- 
ments of  Great  Britain,  when  they  authorized  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  that  colony.  This  op- 
position will  for  ever  remain  a  proud  memorial  of 
her  principles  and  her  humanity.  It  shows  in 
deep-toned  language  her  abhorrence  of  this  abomi- 
nable traffic.  1  regret,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  she  does 
not  follow  up  her  principles,  and  act  consistently 
with  herself.  She  has  it  in  her  power  to  prevent 
other  States  from  being  cursed  with  the  same  ca- 
lamities of  which  she  so  loudly  complains.  Let 
her  present  statesmen  now  do  foi*  the  territory  be- 
yond the  Mississippi,  what  her  former  statesmen 
nave  done  for  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio.  This  day's  legislation  is  not  to  perish  with 
us — it  is  to  endure  for  centuries.  Millions  of  pos- 
terity are  to  be  benefitted  or  injured  by  it.  Let  us 
open  the  vista  of  futurity,  and  look  at  Missouri 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  hence.  Instead  of  behold- 
ing a  free  population,  industrious,  rich,  and  happy, 
you  will  perhaps  see  a  majority  of  slaves,  restless 
under  oppression,  spreading  alarm  and  terror  among 
her  people.  It  is  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil — they 
must  submit  to  their  misfortunes,  whatever  they 
may  be.  Mr.  R.  said,  he  would  ask,  if  they  could 
attribute  their  misfortunes  to  the  arbitrary  edicts 
of  a  British  King,  or  to  the  corrupt  acts  of^a  Brit- 
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ish  Parliament  1  No.  sir,  they  will  traoe  the  source 
of  their  evils  to  this  Ixxly,  to  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States — the  recorded  votes  of  ue  Legisla- 
ture of  the  nation  are  to  fix  their  destinies  forever. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  had  nothing  at  heart  but  the  in- 
terest and  prosperity  of  Missouri,  and  the  great  and 
permanent  interest  of  all  the  United  Stated.  The 
welfare  and  future  prospects  of  that  country  «re 
connected  with  the  future  destinies  of  Ohio,  We 
must  stand  and  prosper  together,  or  perish  in  one 
common  ruin.  We  mhabit  the  great  valley  of  the 
West — ^we  bdong  to  the  family  of  the  Mississippi 
Our  latitude,  pursuits,  productions,  and  market,  are 
the  same ;  nature  has  identified  our  interests ;  and, 
Mr.  R.  said,  he  hoped  that  no  misguided  policy  or 
mistaken  views  would  ever  separate  them. 

It  is  said  that  the  people  of  Missouri  will  not 
submit  to  the  restriction,  should  it  be  incorporated 
into  the  law.  Mr.  R.  said,  on  that  subject  he 
thought  there  could  be  no  doubt.  He  said  he  well 
knew  the  intelligence,  enterprise,  and  adventurous 
spirit  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  territorv ;  but  he 
could  uot  be  induced  to  believe  that  tnose  high 
qualities  could  ever  be  brought  into  action  in  op- 
position to  the  laws  of  the  land.  They  would  pre- 
fer that  happy  and  tranquil  state  of  society,  where 
the  "  law  is  above  the  people,  and  not  the  people 
above  the  law." 

Mr;  T&iMBLE,  of  Ohio,  said  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention, at  thd  commencement  of  this  discussion, 
to  have  taken  any  part  in  Uie  debate.  But,  said 
he,  positions  have  been  assumed^  and  arguments 
advanced,  which  have  produced  m  me  a  desire  to 
submit  a  tew  observations  in  relation  to  the  power 
of  Congress,  to  adopt  the  proposed  amendment — 
in  doing  which,  I  will  endeavor,  as  far  as  practi- 
caUeu  to  avoid  the  arguments  which  have  been 
urged  by  the  advocates  of  this  power.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Rhode  Island,  (Mr.  Burbill^  and 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,) 
have  le^t  nothing  to  be  added  on  some  branches  of 
this  subject  I  do  not,  however,  exactly  concur 
in  all  their  views.  , 

la  expounding  the  Federal  Constitution,  it  is 
proper  to  examme  the  nature  of  the  State  and 
Feaeral  Governments;  the  objects  for  which  they 
were  instituted;  the  principles  upon  which  they 
were  established,  ana  the  compacts  or  constitu- 
tions by  which  they  were  created ;  and  the  intui- 
tion of  the  parties  may  be  further  discovered  from 
that  period  of  our  history.  But  little  aid  can  be 
derived  from  the  history  of  other  countries.  The 
political  institutions  of  the  ancients  were  founded 
in  fraud  or  force,  and  varied  to  suit  the  views  of 
ambition;  to  increase  and  perpetuate  the  power  of 
the  rulers;  personal  rights  were  not  secured  nor 
political  rights  properly  understood.  Where  the 
forms  of  compact  have  been  assumed,  they  have 
been  between  the  governors  and  the  governed;  be- 
tween a  king  and  a  privileged  order,  or  between  a 
king  and  a  privileged  order  of  the  one  part,  and 
the  people  of  the  other;  or  they  have  been  treaties 
of  alliance,  offensive  and  defensive,  between  un- 
equal States  possessing  different  forms  of  govern- 
ment. The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
shown  the  first  examjde  to  the  world  of  a  people, 


in  their  individual  capacity,  and  with  an  equality 
of  political  rights,  forming  with  each  othor  cam- 
pacts  to  organize  society,  and  to  determine  the 
principles  and  prescribe  tne  rules  by  which  the 
people  should  govern  themselves. 

We  have  derived  our  language  and  many  of 
our  habits  and  opinions  from  a  country  wnose 
political  institutions  bear  but  an  in^ierfect  an^ogr 
to  those  of  our  own  country.  Hence  the  absmnt- 
ity  of  Federal  sovereigntv  and  State  sovereifiity 
wnich,  at  different  perioas  of  our  history,  haye 
been  so  zealously  advocated  by  different  patties. 
This  country,  sir,  knows  no  sovereign  but  the  peo- 
l^e,  who  are  the  legitimate  source  of  all  power. ' 
The  pepple  created  their  governments,  which,  they 
have  a  right  to  modify  or  to  abolish,  as  their  in- 
terests or  opinions  may  require. 

This  CQuntry  was  divided  by  geographical  boim^ 
daries  into  thirteen  unequal  parts  culed  States. 
The  peoide  of  each  State  joined  in  a  compact  or 
State  constitution,  and  the  people  of  idl  the  Stales 
united  in  forming  a  general  compact  or  FedeMl 
Constitution,  to  which  the  States,  in  their  eof- 
porate  capacities,  were  also  parties.  One  portion 
of  power  waa  given  to. the  State  government: 
another  portion  of  power'Was  ffjven  to  the  Federal 
Government.  The  power  which  was  not  given 
to  the  State  government  or  the  Federal  Goveim- 
ment,  remains  with  the  people;  these- ffovemmcnts 
are,  therefore,  limitedr--neither  of  them  cm  be 
sovereign. 

The  objects  of  the  State  governments  are  to 
protect  their  respective  societies  against  domestic 
violence  and  internal  ccHnmodon,  aad  to  prescribe 
the  rules  by  which  property  is  acquired,  enjoyed, 
and  transferred,  witnin  the  State.  The  Faecal 
Government  was  designed  to  concentrate  the  re- 
sourc^es  of  the  States ;  to  guard  the  nation  against 
foreign  aggression  and  external  violence;  to  sup- 
press insurrection,  and  prevent  discord  among  toe 
members ;  and  to  rebate  intercourse  between  the 
States  and  with  foreign  countries.  These  govern- 
ments, differing  in  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
powers,  have  a  common  object,  which  is  to  increase 
and  secure  the  liberty,  and  promote  the  prosperity 
and  happiness,  of  the  people.  And  if  taey  do  not 
proceed  harmoniously  in  the  accomplishment  of 
these  great  objects,  it  must  be  attributed  more  to 
the  jealousy  and  selfish  ambition  of  the  perscms 
selected  to  perform  their  various  functions,  than  to 
discordant  principles  or  dissimilarity  of  interests. 
The  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  are  grant- 
ed in  general  and  comprehensive  terms.  It  was 
not  practicable  to  trace  these  powers  in  all  their 
ramifications,  or  to  describe  minutely  every  act 
which  the  Government  could  rightly  perform.  If 
the  terms  are  not  sufficientlv  general  to  embrace 
all  the  powers  which  properly  bdonf  to  the  sub- 
ject, the  mode  pointed  out,  by  which  to  remedy 
this  defect,  is  to  amend  the  Constitution. 

"  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union."  May  be  admitted  implies  that 
Congress  must  exercise  their  discretion.  This  dis- 
cretion, however,  is  not  unbounded  or  unrestrained : 
it  is  limited  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  must 
always  be  exercised  in  conformity  with  its  prinei- 
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pies.    'Phis  discretion,  in  the  present  case,  is  fur* ! 
ther  limited  by  the  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of' 
Louisiana,  which  provides  that  "  the  inhabitants 
*'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the 
'  Unioa  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon 
'  aa  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the . 

*  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
'  lights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  the  citi- 

*  zens  of  the  United  States." 

To  admit  a  new  State  into  this  Union  is  not  an 
act  of  legislation  which  a  subsequent  Legislature 
can  repcaL  The  act  of  admission,  whether  with 
or  without  conditions,  is  a  compact  between  the 
United  States  of  the  one  part,  and  the  new  State 
of  the  other  part.  The  United  States  grant  their 
pre&ction,  together  with  an  equal  participation  in 
the  resources  of  the  nation  and  in  the  Qovernment 
Iketeof,  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Ck>nstitution.  For  these  advantages  the 
new  State  places  its  resources  at  the  disposition  of 
the  Federal  Gbvemment,  and  submits  to  the  re- 
sinctkms  imposed  on  its  power  by  the  Federal 
Constituticm,  and  by  the  compact  of  Union  made 
in  conformity  with  the  principles  of  that  Consti- 
talioo.  The  relations  or  the  political  family  are 
modified ;  the  principles  upon  which  the  associa- 
tion has  been  established  cani\ot  be  changed  with- 
ont  the  consent  of  the  people. 

The  ffentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Pinknet) 
stated  &at  Congress  has  a  discretion  to  admit  or 
not  to  admit  new  States  into  this  Union,  but  no 
power  to  impose  any  restriction  or  limitation  on 
the  power  of  a  State  as  a  condition  of  admission ; 
that  if  a  State  is  admitted,  it  must  be  admitted 
with  the  same  rights  and  with  the  same  political 
pqwers  as  the  original  States ;  and  that  no  State, 
m  giving  its  consent  to  the  admission  of  a  new 
State,  can  impose  any  restriction  on  the  power  of 
the  new  State. 

If  Congress  has  no  right  to  impose  restrictions 
andiimitations  on  the  powers  of  a  State,  ks  condi- 
tions upon  which  it  may  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  any  which  mav  have  been  thus  imposed 
are  uneonstitntional  and  void.  The  original  States 
were  entitled  to  all  the  unappropriated  lands,  and 
exoeised  absolute  jurisdiction  over  all  the  terri- 
tory within  their  limits;  and  the  new  States  can- 
ned be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal States,  without  giving  them  the  same  rights 
and  the  same  Jurisdiction.  Since  the  adoption  of 
tiM  Federal  Constitution*  nine  new  States  have 
been  admitted  into  this  Union,  and,  with  the  ex* 
eeption  of  Kentucky  and  Vermont,  which  were 
peculiarly  iituated.  Congress  has  imposed  on  all 
these  States  conditions  which  dimimsh  their  po- 
blicalpower,  limit  their  jurisdiction  over  the  soil, 
and  afiect  their  rights  to  property  within  their  lim- 
its ;  and,  if  I  mistake  not  very  much,  the  amend- 
ment to  this  bill,  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, contains  similar  conditions.  The  State  of 
Virginia  consented  to  the  admission  of  Kentucky 
into  this  Union  on  eight  conditions,  some  of  whicn 
mbridged  the  political  rights  and  jurisdiction  of' 
Kentucky.  Tiie  very  bill  before  you^  sir,  is  pred- 
icated on  the  consent  of  the  State  of  Massachu- 
sttts  ibr  the  admisMon  of  the  District  of  Mune 
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into  this  Union;  which  consent  has  been  given 
and  accepted  on  nine  conditions,  some  of  which 
materially  afiect  the  political  rights  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  proposed  State. 

The  proposed  restriction  does  not  interfere  with 
any  property  which  was  in  Louisiana,  when  it  was 
ceded  to  the  United  States,  nor  with  any  which 
has  been  since  acquired ;  it  does  not  therefore  con- 
flict with,  or  violate,  in  any  respect,  the  treaty  of 
Louisiana.  This  restriction  has  no  relation  or 
necessary  connexion  with  any  constitution  or  form 
of  government  which  the  people  of  Missouri  may 
think  proper  to  adopt,  nor  does  it  limit  the  juris- 
diction, or  restrict  the  political  power  of  the  pro- 
posed State  over  the  soil^  or  in  relation  to  any 
property  now  within  its  limits.  If  Congress  has 
not  the  right  to  prescribe  as  a  condition  upon  which 
a  new  State  may  be  admitted  into  this  Union,  that 
it  will  prohibit  the  further  introduction  of  a  spe- 
cies of  personal  property  which  is  not  considered 
to  be  a  legitimate  object  of  commerce,  much  less 
has  C^n^ess  the  right  to  impose  any  conditions 
which  will  abridge  the  political  rights,  and  limit 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  over  its  territory,  over 
the  soil,  and  the  property  within  its  Umits.  But 
it  has  been  said  that  the  "  power  to  dbpose  of  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  territory  or  other  property  belonging  to  the 
United  States,"  gives  to  Congress  the  right,  on 
the  admission  of  a  new  State,  to  impose  condi- 
tions respecting  the  public  lands.  The  power  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States  g^ves 
to  Confess  the  same  right  to  impose  conditions 
to  prohibit  the  further  introduction  of  slaves — a 
rignt  which  might  be  enforced  in  the  ordinary 
modes  of  legislation;  but  which,  in  that  form, 
would  (in  some  parts  of  the  country)  produce  in- 
convenience and  unnecessary  restramts. 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the 
several  States^  and  wim  the  Indian  tribes,"  to  guar- 
anty that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
titled to  ail  the  privileges  and  inmiunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States,"  and  to  compel  the  res- 
toration of  persons  who  have  fled  from  justice,  or 
from  service  or  labor  in  one  State  to  another  State. 

These  powers  are  not  only  expressly,  but  they 
are  necessarily  given  to  Congress ;  they  result  from 
the  very  nature  of  the  Federal  Government;  fbr, 
if  there  were  no  Federal  Oovemment,  if  the  States 
were  perfectly  independent,  their  relations  and 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  whether  personal 
or  commercial,  would  necessarily  be  regulated  by 
treaties  between  the  parties  and  by  the  laws  of 
nations. 

Commerce  is  a  barter  of  goods,  an  exchange  of 
moveable  property ;  slaves  are  persons ;  but,  by  the 
laws  of  some  of  the  States,  they  are  also  property, 
and  they  are  a  description  of  property  m  which 
commerce  may  be  carried  on,  because  they  may 
be  taken  from  places  where  they  are  less  valuable 
to  places  where  they  are  more  valuable. 

Under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  with  for- 
eign nations,  Congress  has  prohibited  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves  from  foreign  countries.  Why  have 
die  nations  of  the  civilized  world  (with  but  few 
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exceptions)  united  in  abolidUnff  the  slave  trade  ? 
Because  human  beings  are  not  legitimate  objiocts 
of  commerce ;  because  this  trade  is  repugnant  to 
the  feelings  of  humanity,  and  inconsistent  with 
t|ie  mild  doctrines  of  Christianity. 
If  Congress  has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  im-. 

rrtation  of  slaves  from  .loreif^  countries,  (which 
believe  has  not  been  doubted,)  they  have  the 
same  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  or  transpor- 
tation of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another  State, 
from  States  to  Territories,  and  vice  versa.  The 
terms  in  which  the  powers  are  granted  are  in  both 
cases  precisely  the  same. 

The  proposed  amendment  will  prevent  the  pres- 
ent inhabitants  of  Missouri  from  bringing  in  sbives 
from  other  States;  and  it  will  prevent  emigrants 
ftoia  taking  slaves  with  them  to  Missouri  m  the 
character  and  capacity  of  slaves. 

By  preve^tinff  the  present  inhabitants  from 
bcinging  slaves  from .  other  States,  the  demand  for 
that  species  of  property  will  be  increased  and  the 
fNrice  enhanced.  Would  this  be  an  evil,  an  injus- 
tice of  which  the  people  of  Missouri  would  have  a 
rifllit  to  complain  ?  No,  sir ;  this  measure  would 
9mci  their  rights  in  the  same  way  that  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  foreign  slave  trade  anected  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  people  of  the  Southern  States, 
but  not  to  the  same  extent,  because  the  products  of 
the  South  are  more  valuable  and  labor  more  pro- 
ductive there  than  in  the  Missouri.  Had  the  peo- 
ple of  Louisiana  been  permitted  to  import  slaves 
from  Africa  or  from  the  West  Indies,  they  could 
have  procured  slaves  for  two  or  three  humlred  dol- 
lars each,  fit  a  time. when  they  had  to  ffive  from 
eight  to  twelve  hundred  dollars  each  for  slaves 
brought  from  the  ofher  State^^making  a  (Ter- 
ence of  four  hundred  per  cent.  The  French  plant- 
ers of  Louisiana  generally  prefer  the  West  India 
skres,  but.  admit  that  they  are  worth  but  half  as 
much  as  the  American  slaves,  and  it  will  leave  a 
difierence  of  two  hundred  per  c^it.,  a  much  greater 
difference  than  would  be  made  in  Missouril>v  the 
uEopoeed  restriction.  Viewing  this  sul^ect,  tkere- 
fore,  with  reference  to  immediate  pecuniary  inter- 
ests, without  any  mgard  to  the  justice  or  policy 
of  »avery  or  ot  the  ultimate  consequenees  of  its 
extension,  the  people  of  Louisiana  have  much 
ipreatfr  cause  to  complain  of  the  piphibition  of  the 
roreign  shive.  trade,  than  the  people  of  Missouri 
would  have  to  complain  of  the  prohibition  of  the 
domestic  sUve  trade.  Why,  then,  has  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  slaves  been  prohibited?  Why 
have  the  interests  of  the  people  of  Louisiana  been 
sacrificed  ?  Because  in  this  respect  they  were  op- 
posed to  the  interests'  of  the  nation,  and  did  not 
harmoniTie  with  the  rights  and  interests  of  man- 
kind. 

The^NTOposed  restrictions  will  prevent  emigrants 
ih>m  taking  their  slaves  with  tnem  to  Missouri. 
It  has  been  sard  that  Louisiana  was  purchased 
with  the  money  of  the  nation,  for  the  common 
benefit  of  all,  and  that  it  would  be  unjust  to  pre- 
vent the  Southern  people  from  taking  with  them 
their  daves ;  because  it  would  deprive  them  of  any 
participation  in  the  advantages  of  that  country. 
This  argument  is  predicated  on  the  supposition 


that  slavery  is  not  a  mcMral  or  pditical  evil  from 
which  the  Southern  people  wish  to  escape,  but  a 
Uessing,  which  they  desire  to  extend,  to  diffuae, 
and  to  perpetuate.  The  people  of  the  Sooth  are 
not,  nor  can  they  be,  excluded  from  Missouri.  It 
oposed  to  prevent  their  taking  with  them 


their  slaves  in  the  character  and  capacity  of 
slaves,  upon  the  same  principle  that  emigrants 
from  the  West  Indies  would  oe  prevented  from 
bringing  their  slaves  with  them,  to  the  United 
States.  Nor  would  the  proposed  measure  hara 
the  effect  to  exclude  the  Southern  people  from 
Missouri  While  it  would  prevent  some  from 
going,  it  would  operate  as  an  inducement  to  oth- 
ers. One-third,  perhaps  one^haU^  of  the  citixens 
of  the  States  northwc^  of  the  Ohio>  have'  mi- 
grated from  the  slavehc^ing  States,  and  with 
many  of  them  it  h^  been  a  pcinctpal  motive  to 
find  a  home  in  a  country  where  there  are  noalanrea. 
It  is  coneeded  on  all -sides  that  a  State  has  a  right 
to- abolish  slavery  within  its  territory.  Suppoae 
Missouri  were  voluntarily  to  follow  ue  example 
of  the  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  provide 
for  the  abolition -of  slavery,  or  at  least  hbaate  all 
those  who  hereafter  might  be  brought  within  her 
jurisdiction ;  would  the  Southern  people  eonteiul, 
m  such  a  case^  that  their  rights  were  thereby  vio* 
lated  ?  No)  sir ;  they  have  3ie  same  cause  to  com- 
plain of  Pennsylvania,  or  of  New  York ;  they 
nad  the  same  cause  to  complain  of  the  prohibitioa 
of  slavery  in  the  Northwest  Territory,  and  in  the 
States  which  have  heen  there  formed.  In  the  last 
case  Virginia  had  much  greater  pause  lo  com- 
plain >  yet  Virginia,  who  hAS  always  been  distio* 
Ipiished  for  intelligence,  and  equally  distinguished 
for  the  iealousy  with  which  she  has  never  ceased 
to  guard  State  rights ;  Virginia  has  not  only  aoqui- 
esG^,  but  has  received,  and,  I  have  no  dopbC, 
justly  received,  the  credit  of  bringing  forward  that 
system. 

If  Missouri  has  a  right  to  liberate  the  slaves 
which  may  be  brought  within  her  jurisdictkNi, 
she  tnay>  as  a  condition  upon  which  she  will  he 
admitted  into  this  Union,  bind  herself  to  < 
that  right,  without  impairing  any  ri||ht  , 
by  the  peofile  in  the  slaveholding  States.' 

When  the  Federal  Constitution  was  formed, 
slavery  existed  in  the  country;  it  was  necessarily 
sanctioned  in  the  form  in  which  it  existed;  but  it 
is  evident,  as  well  from  the  lai^:uage  and  piona- 
ions  of  the  Constitution,  a»from  the  hktory  of  tha 
Qovemment,  that  power  was  given  to  Conmm 
to  inrevent  its  further  extension.  The  word  uare 
b  not  found  in  the  Constitution^  and  where  it  has 
been  neeesmrv  to  refer  to  ^ves,  it  has  heen  doira 
by  a  circumlocution.  The  restrictions  on  tkM 
powers  of  Con^press  contained  in  the  ninth  sectioa 
of  the  first  article,  which  has  a  direct  relation  to 
this  sulg^t,  is  expressly  confined  to  the  Slates 
now  existing.  The  only  clause  which  apparent^ 
conflicts  with  the  foregoing,  viz.,  '^  R^^resentatiTeB 
and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  among  the 
several  States  which  may  be  included  within  this 
Union,"  dbc.,  admits  of  a  satisfactory  interpreta- 
tion, which  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  ohrions 
constructioii  of  the  former  daasa.    In  1786  and  ia 
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1786  t^  State  orVirgmia  passed  acts  to  aathor- 
ice  the  District  of  Kentucky)  then  a  part  of  Vir- 
giaw,  to  be  admitted  iato  the  Union  as  a  member 
«  tile  <3oniied^atio&.  Tbe  a[^lieation  of  Ken- 
tacky  was  pendtng  before  tbe  Continental  Con- 
gRSB  at  tke  time  tke  Federal  Conbtitution  was 
adopted. 

Before  the  commencement  of  the  Revdution, 
aettkttents  ^nrere  made  in  Kentuckyr,  which  re- 
edved  jCrea^  accession  to  her  population  immedi- 
ately after  the  close  of  the  war:  The  District  of 
Kentucky  (as. a  part  of  Virginia)  was  a  party  te 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  was,'  under  that 
Constitution,  entitled  to  her  full  participation  in 
ibe  Fedend  QoFemment  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
bers of  her  white  and  black  population.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  Fedeial  €»ovemment,  thereforcv  Ken- 
tucky nined  nothing  by  admission  into  the  Union, 
with  the  exception  of  a  separate  and  equal  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate.  TMs  clause  was.  no 
doobc,  mtended  to  embrace  Kentucky,  and  pernaps 
Teanesste^  (then  a  part  of  NcHth  Carolina,)  w^ich 
iiad  been  settled  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  ordinance  of  the  13th  July,  1787,  which 
was  passed  before  the  formation  of  the  Federal 
CoDstituiion.  prohibited  slayery  in  the  territory 
northwest  or  the  river  Ohio,  then  the^  only  terrir 
tcry  of  the  United  States^  One  of  the  first  acts 
of  the  Federal  Government  was  to  adapt  this 
ordinance — on  the  7th  August,  1789^— to  tl^  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  This  ordinance  has  not  only 
been  the  foundation  of  all  the  territorial  govem- 
ments  (except  Missouri  and  Arkansas)  which 
^re  been  established  by  Congress;  but,  with  the 
exception  of  Keptucky  and  Vermont,  it  is  thfe 
basis  of  all  the  constitiitions  of  the  new  States 
whieh  have  been  admitted  into  this.  Union.  All 
the  States  acquiesced  in  it  at  the  time,  and  the 
Slates  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  and  Georgia, 
expresriv  sanctioned  it.  Under  every  administra- 
Inm^and  by  every  Congress,  acts  have  been  passed 
to  apply  and  to  exiend  the  provisions  of  this  ordi-* 


But  the  gen^eman  from  Marjiand  (Mr.  Pm k- 
imr)  has  aud  tiimt  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  an 
neorpntaon,  and  is  absolutely  null  and  void :  that 
the  Articles  of  Confederation  gave  to  the  Contir 
neatal  Congress  no  power  to  acquire  land,  or  to 
iom  a  territofial  government.  If  this  doctrine  is 
oecnect,  sir,  the  United  States  have  no  right  to  the 
taritory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  wnich  was 
.noqmrcd  fay  tke  Continental  Congress ;  and,  if  the 
■ok  of  construction  laid  down  by  the  gentleman 
ttD  be  fairly  maintained,  that  Congress  has  no 
jigiit  to  onpose  any  condition  whatever  on  a  new- 
Stale  when  admitted  into  this  Union,  it  foyk>ws 
as  n  neeesiary  consequence  that  the  States  north- 
west ^  the  river  OMe  are  entitled  to  all  the  un- 
apnoprinted  lands  within  their  reactive  limits, 
ana  to  the  proceeds  of  ail  the  lands  sold  by  the 
Ihitled  Slates  within  these  States  since  they  were 
remetively  admitted  into  this  Union. 

am,  it  is  not  necessary,  in  relation  to  the  present 
anbiecl,  to  discuss  the  force  or  validitv  of  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  as  the  powers  exercised  by  the  Coa- 
tinentid  Co^eK,  id  pgssing  Ikis  ordinanee^  have 


heea  expressly  granted  in  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. I  h^ve  adverted  to  this  ordinance  to  show 
the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Conventiott, 
and  the  uniform  opinions  of  the  different  depart- 
ments of  the  Federal  Government,  in  relation  to 
this  subject,  (rom  its  organization  to  the  present 
period. 

I  believe  that  Congress  has  the  right  to  adopt 
the  proposed  amen(knent,  and  that  the  exercise  of 
that  right  will  promote  the  solid  and  permanent 
interests  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  MosRiL,  of  New  Hampshire  said  :^~It  was 
not  my  intention,  Mr.  President,  at  the  commencer 
ment  of  this  discussion,  to  have  piesented  myself 
again  to  tke  notice  of  the  Senate,  on  this  subject. 
1  am  sensiUe,  at  this  late  pcxiod  of  a  protracted 
debate^there  is  Ihtle  saMsfaction  in  speaking,  amd 
perhaps  less  in  hearing.  But,  sir,  it  is  due  to  my- 
self to  make  some  reply  to  remarks  which  have 
fallen  from  honorable  gentlemen  on  this  question. 

I  will  first  answer  the  interrogative  triumphantly 
put  by  the  honoraUe  gentleman  kom  Kentucky. 
(Mr.  LoQAiff^  ''why  were  not  conditions  requirea 
on  the  admission  of  Vermont?"  Vermcpt  exercised 
the  powers  of  a  State  some  years  before  she  was 
formally  "admitted  into  the  Union;"  then  formed 
her  constitution,  which  excluded  slavery,  petitk>ned 
Congress  in  areg^ulajr  manner,  and  was  "received 
as  a  new  and  «itire  member  of  the  United  States 
of  America." 

Sir,  perhaps  1  may  have  no  better  opportunity 
than  the  present  to  make  a  few  remarks  upon  some 
intimations  thrown  out  by  my  venerable  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  ^Mr.  Macom ).  The  hon- 
orable gentlemen  consioeted  Missouri  in  die  same 
relation  to  the  United  States  as  the  colonies  were  to 
Great  Britain, ,  previous  to  the  Revolution  "  The 
V  colonies,  by  their  resistance,  caused  Great  Britain 
'  to  yield;  and  Missouri  will  ct^npel  the  States  to 
'  yield.  We  must  consult  the  ftdifigs  of  Missouri — 
'  ner  character  and  views — she  must  be  satisfied, 
^  or  we  cannot  get  valonff."  And  then  inquires, 
"  what  will  you  do  with  this  territory,  if  she  refuse 
your  proposals?"  In.timaling  dreadful  resistance, 
oacked  up  by  Virginia,*  "like  a  fire  in  the  woods 
diat  cannot  be  stopped^"  (as  has  been  obserred  by 
a  j^entleman  frotn  the  West,)  "but  with  blood.^' 
Sir,  I  would  look  on  with  silent  indifiorenoe.  Are 
the  views^  feelings,  and  interests,  of  mpre  than 
three  millions  of  people  to  be  subordinate  to  fifty 
thousand  in  the  Territory  of  Missouri  ?  '  If  this  be 
the  fact,  I  appreh^d  it  oecomes  us  to  "look  wdl 
to  the  West'^ 

Missouri  may  be  admitted,  in  a  Constitutional 
manner,  at  a  proper  time^  on  fair  and  reasonable 
conditions ;  neither  humiliating  nor  invidious.  This 
rests  with  her;  it  is  at  her  option.  Sir,  I  wotdd 
ask,  in  my  turn,  what  will  you  do  with  Maine,  if 
you  reject  her  application.  If  Missouri  is  refused 
admission,  it  wul  be  for  good  reasons;  but,  if 
Maine  is  refused,  it  will  be  without  any.  If  alarm 
is  to  be  excited,  and  danger  apprehended  from 
Missouri,  with  her  50,000,  much  more  is  to  be  feared 
from  Maine,^  with  her  300,000^  or  the  citizens  of 
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Maine  are  truly  of  a  more  pacific,  liberal,  and  con-^ 
«iderate  character  than  the  good  people  of  Mis- 
souri..      " 

Sir,  I  have  nothing  to  fear  from  either  section 
of  the  country.  I  apprehend  no  hostility  whatever. 
We  may  hear  about "  fire  that  cannnot  be  quenched. 
'  but  with  blood — desperate  resistance — Cssar  and 
^  Rome — the  brother's  sword  piercing  the  brother's 

*  breast;""  but,  I  imagine,  this  war  will  never  ex- 
tend beyond  the  wsuls  df  Congress.  I  scarcely 
believe  it  is  in  our  power,  if  we  were  disposed,  to 
excite  in  the  people  of  this  country  such  a  despebnte 
conflict  I  rely  too  much  on  the  good  sense  of  the 
conmiunitY  to  apprehend  such  rashness.  They 
too  well  know  the  advantages  of  harmony  and 
union,  (and  it  is  strange  that  we  do  not,)  to  pursue 
any  measure  which  shall  tend  to  a  severance  of 
the  confederacy.    •    ■ 

Mr.  President,  I  now  proceed  to  examine  a  few 
of  the  remarks  made  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland^  which  were  particularly  directed 
to  positions  which  I  had  the  honor  to  advance.  I 
shall  not  follow  the  gentleman  throusfh  his  long 
and  eloquent  train  of  reasoning  on  tnis  subject, 
nor  attempt  to  embellish  my  story  with  the  rarities 
of  foreign  countries,  or  the  aecoration  of  antiquity ; 
but  to  i^opt  that  plain  and  unaffected  style  which 
I  hope  will  secure  to  my  arguments  an  immovable 
basis.  The  honorable  ^ntleman  observed,  that  no 
argument  could  be  founded  on  that  clause  in  the 
Constitution  which  restricts  the  power  of  Congress 
to  prohibit  ''the  migration  or  importation  of  slaves 
till  1808."  I  venture  the  opinion,  that  it  follows 
from  this  restriction,  that,  if  it  had  not  been  in- 
serted. Congress  would  have  had  power  to  prohibit 
the  commerce,  under  the  general  powers  of  Con- 
gress, aided  by  the  power  to  reglate  commerce. 

^  No  bill  or  attainder  shall  be  passed."  Sir,  I 
ask  the  gentleman,  if  this  prohibition  had  not 
been  inserted,  what  would  have  prevented  Con- 
gress from  passing  a  "bill  of  attainder?" 

"  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  ex- 
ported from  any  State."  Could  not  a  duty  hate 
been  laid  on  exported  articles,  had  it  not  been  for 
this  restrctive  clause  ? 

"No  vessel  bound  to  or  from  one  State  shall  be 
obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  another." 
Who  will  dispute  the  power  of  Congress  to  have 
made  difierent  regulations  respecting  this  com- 
merccj  had  not  this  prohibition  been  inserted  in  the 
Constitution? 

"  No  State  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance, 

*  or  confederation ;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  re- 

*  prisal:  or  coin  money."  Can  it  be  a  matter  of 
doubt  that  different  arrangements  might  have  been 
made  and  adopted  by  the  States,  had  not  these  re- 
strictions have  been  introduced  ?  Some  States  did 
coin  money  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  this  is  the  only  protMible  reason  why  they 
do  not  now. 

Hence,  we  believe,  had  not  the  prohibition  been 
inserted  restricting  (he  commerce  of  slaves,  it  might 
have  been  suppressed,  or  laws  passed  for  that  pur- 
pose, previous  to  the  year  1808- 

The  next  effort  the  honorable  gentleman  makes, 
is,  to  destroy  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  5 


and  this  he  roundly  affirms  was  complete  assump- 
tion. Sir,  I  am  too  young  and  inexperioiced  in 
legislation  to  express  an  unqualified  rq>rbbation  cf€ 
the  measures  of  the  old  Consress,  and  too  incred- 
ulous to  admit  the  assertion  wrken  made  by  another. 
I  approach  them  with  deference,  and  have  too 
high  an  opinion  of  the  virtue,  integrity,  and  wis- 
dom, of  the  statesmen  and  heroes  of  that  day,  not 
to  respect  their  legislative  acts.  The  immutaUe 
pinciples  on  which  those  acts  are  placecL  are  too 
mvulnerable  to  suffer  any  deterioration  from  the 
charge  of  assumption. 

But  sir,  let  that  be  as  it  may,  the  practical  opera- 
tion 01  that  ordinance  has  demonstrated  its  utdity^ 
in  every  State  admitted  into  the  Union  since  Ken- 
tucky, and  in  every  territory  which  has  been  under 
the  control  of  Congress.  Look  at  IlUnois,  Indiana, 
and  Ohio,  with  her  500,000  inhabitants,  amonfi^ 
whom  is  not  a  "  single  slave"  to  be  found,  and 
learn  the  salutary  effects  of  this  ordinance,  said  to 
be  fbunded  on  assumption.  On  that  ordinance,  I 
confess,  I  placed  my  argument  with  some  confi- 
dence, and  thi^t  confidence  is  not  shaken  by  any 
stricture  offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Maryland. 

Tne  gentleman  next  attempts,  with  a  single 
dashj  to  sweep  away  all  former  legislative  acts, 
relative  to  the  admission  of  States,  which  contain 
any  conditions — they'iure  all  erroneous ;  the  restric- 
tions on  Louisiana  "  border  on  the  ridiculous." 

The  only  refutation  that  I  deem  necessary,  is, 
to  say  this  abcovery  was  reserved  for  the  Congress 
of  1820*  These  principles  have  been  applied,  in 
all  similar  instances,  at  different  times,  by  diflferent 
persons,  and  under  different  administrations,  and 
It  never  has  been ,  ascertained,  till  this  Congress, 
that  they  were  altogether  injudicious  and  assum- 
ing. 

The  honorable  gentleman  says,  with  great  cn- 
er^,  "  I  assume  the  fact,  ye  have  no  power  to  re- 
strict, and  no  one  can  assume  the  fact,  ye  have  the 
power."  Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  "  arronte,  clahn 
unjustly,  or  suppose  without  proof  5"  I  prefer  de- 
monstration ;  and,  for  myself,  I  feel  satisfied  that 
I  have  clearly  demonstrated  that  Congress  kam 
power  to  prescribe  conditions,  on  the  admission  of 
new  States  into  the  Union. 

Mr.  President :  We  next  find  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman at  war  with  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence. T  his,  he  undertakes  to  show,  is  absnrd  and 
untrue.  Sir,  inodesty  requires  me  to  approach  this 
instrument  with  veneration,  if  not  with  reverence. 
Let  no  unhallowed  hand  tarnish  its  spotless  purity. 
And  what  does  the  gentleman  say  ?  "  That  all 
men  are  created  equal"  is  absurd,  because  one  is 
bom  poor,  another  to  inherit  a  fortune— one  a 
peasant,  another  a  prince — one  a  slave,  another  a 
freeman.  I  presume  the  equality  intended  does 
not  consist  in  the  fortune  they  may  enjoy,  or  the 
rank  they  may  hold  in  society,  but  in  me  inidien- 
able  right  witn  which  every  one  is  indued,  by  his 
Creator,  to  enjoy  "  life,  liberty,  and  happiness." 

But  tn€l  gentleman  contend^  we  have  no  inalien- 
able rights,  for  we  may  barter  or  transfer  them  at 
our  pleasure.  Admit  a  person  may  put  his  own 
life,  libezty,  and  happiness,  in  jeopardy ;  this  is  not 
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denied  in  the  Declaration.  But  the  assertion  is. 
that  an  men  have  that  right  to  life,  liberty,  and 
happineas,  of  which  they  cannot  be  deprived  or 
dirested  by  another,  without  a  due  course  of  law. 

The  gentleman  also  contends,  that  the  power  to 
justify  Congress  to  act  must  be  positive ;  tney  have 
BO  positiye  power  to  restrict  aavery  in  Missouri, 
and,  therefore,  they  have  no  power  at  all.  To  this 
doctrine  I  cannot  yield  my  assent.  I  maintain 
that  Congress  have  incidental  poWers.  arising  from 
powers  poattiyely  expressed.  They  nave  express 
power  to  estabbsh  post  offices;  and,  suppose  it 
might  be  absolutely  necessary  to  locate  one  in  a 
certain  place,  to  which  there  was  no  suitable  high- 
way, would  they  not  have  power  to  provide  a  way 
to  get  to  their  {K)st office?  .  I  presume  they  woula. 

suppose,  again,  Congress  should  purchase  a  site 
and  erect  a  fort,  and  there  should  be  intervening 
territory,  but  no  highway  by  which  they  could  pass 
to  the  tort ;  Would  they  not  have  po'^er  to  open 
onc^  by  which  they  could  enjoy  the  advantages 
denvea  from  the  exercise  of  an  express  power  ?  I 
Ticw  these  cases  too  clear  to  need  comment. 

Again ;  the  gentleman  said  "  tell  me  nothing 
about  a  difference  between  federal  and  local,  or 
State  rights.^  I  presume  he  did  not  mean  there 
was  no  difference ;  this,  as  a  statesman,  he  would 
not  maintain.  He  only  meant  to  evade  the  argu- 
ments adduced  to  demonstrate  that  difference. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  honorable  gentleman's 
argument,  he  observed,  he  would  have  nothing  to 
do  with  books  or  precedents ;  he  was  not  fond  of 
introducing  them  on  such  occasions.  I  felt  impli- 
cated by  the  remark,  and  not  perfectly  pleased  with 
the  manner ;  because  I  had  Jrequent  reference  tp 
TOOT  statute  book  and  the  notes  of  the  late  Presi- 
dent Jefferson,  as  authorities  on  which  I  Supposed 
k  was  safe  to  found  corresponding  positions. 

But,  sir,  I  find  we  are  all  disposed  to  have  recur- 
rence to  books,  when  they  support  our  arguments ; 
and  when  they  will  not,  we  as  readily  omit  them. 

I  prescOne  this  was  the  reason  why  tne  honorable 
genUeman  did  not  have  recourse  to  books  in  the 
commencement  of  his  remarks  (as  he  introduced 
them  afterwards,)  for,  I  imagine,  if  he  had  trav- 
eragtxl  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe^  he  would  not 
hare  found  a  volume  containing  prmciples  or  pre- 
cedents which  would  have  sustained  some  of  the 
positions  he  advanced. 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman,  and 
my  good  friend  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
intimates  that  slavery  is  tolerated  by  the  Chris- 
tian religion;  and  those  who  are  opposed  tor  the 
extension  of  it,  swerve  from  its  principles ;  which, 
they'  say,  are  "  peace  on  earth,  and  ffood  will  to- 
wards men."  I  admit  it,  sir,  and  add,  the  same 
system  ''proclaims  liberty  to  captives,"  and  restora- 
tion to  them  that  are  bound. 

But,  it  is  said,  the  author  of  this  system  com^ 
manded  servants  to  be  obedient  to  their  masters ; 
and,  therefore,  slavery  was  supported  by  the  Gos- 
peL  I  admit  tne  command,  but  deny  the  inference. 
A  slave  ii  a  servant,  but  every  servant  is  not  a 
siaTe.  I  view  those  gentlemen  as  servants — ^hon- 
ombie  public  servants,  but  not  slaves. 

But  honorable  gentlemen  seem  strongly  attached 


to  the  Jewish  theocracy,  and  emphatically  call  my 
attention  to  the  declarations  recorded  in  Leviticus. 
XXV.  44,  45,  and  46  verses.  Sir,  I  have  not  said 
slavery  did  not  exist  in  that  a^e  and  under  that 
economy.  I  have  not  said  it  does  not  now  exist ; 
neither  nave  I  said  it  should  not  now  exist.  But 
I  have  said,  it  should  not  be  extended  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  Really,  sir,  I  do  not  see  tne  perti- 
nency ol'  this  reference,  nor  a  wound  inflicted  by 
the  force  of  its  application.  But,  sir,  admit  its 
correctness ;  will  the  gentlemen  contend  that  the 
theocracy  of  that  a^,  under  the  Jewish  monarchy, 
is  applicable  to  this  refined  age,  this  era  of  politi- 
cal and  moral  improvement,  and  the  republican 
institutions  of  the  free-born  sons  of  American 
liberty? 

Sir,  if  those  gentlemen  are  so  enamored  with 
the  Jewish  theocracy  and  customs,  I  would  desire 
them  to  adopt  the  whoU  system.  I  would  then  ask 
them  how  they  would  like  the  application  of  ano- 
ther Jewish  law :  Numbers,  xv.  32, 33, 34,  and  35. 
"  The  man  that  gathereth  sticks  upon  the  Sabbath 
day  shall  be  surely  put  to  death ;  all  the  congre- 
gation shall  stone  him  with  stones,  without  the 
camp." 

I  presume,  if  any  of  the  family  of  either  of  those 
honorable  genUemen  were  to  be  s^  tr^ted,  they 
would  complain  bitterly,  and  pronounce  it  anti- 
republican,  not  suited  to  the  latitude  of  Maryland 
or  South  Carolina. 

But,  sir,  I  ventured  to  say,  in  the  course  of  my 
remarks,  that  slavery  was  anti-republican,  and 
contrary  to  the  genius  of  our  GU>vernment,  and,  in 
the  same  proportion  that  it  was  extended,  it  con- 
taminated the  ffenuine  principles  of  the  systaoa. 
And  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maryland,  to 
invalidate  the  force  of  my  reasoning,  tells  us  that 
slavery  was  introduced  into  Sparta  to  encouras^ 
a  spirit  of  liberty ;  that  its  excellences  might  the 
more  clearly  be  discovered,  and  sensibly  realized. 
I  ask  the  honorable  gentleman  why  slavery  should 
tend  to  exhibit  the  excellence  of  liberty  7  Because 
it  b  homogeneous ;  or  because  it  is  heterogeneous  7 
I  presume  the  latter,  being  directly  opposite.  This, 
sir,  is  what  I  supposed :  and  for  this  very  reason, 
and  on  this  principle,  I  advanced  the  position  of 
which  the  gentleman  comidained,  that,  in  the 
same  proportion  it  is  extended  and  diffused  into 
society,  it  depraves  republican  purity.  I  thank 
the  gentleman  for  remindinj^  me  of  the  fact :  if 
there  is  any  pertinency  in  the  remark,  it  applies 
forcibly  to  sustain  my  argument.  I  have  heard 
of  persons  suspending  the  most  ugly  and  deformed 
pictures  beside  those  of  the  most  exquiute  taste 
and  beauty,  that  the  art  of  the  limner,  the  skilfid 
touch  of  tne  pencil,  the  harmony  of  its  parts,  and 
the  expressions  pf  life  and  vivacity,  might  more 
forcibly  catch  the  eye,  attract  the  attention,  and 
aJBfect  the  heart. 

But,  sir,  are  we,  in  this  enlightened  age,  in  this 
period  of  political  and  moral  refinement,  in  this 
age  of  science  and  literature^  af^  Republican 
America  has  for  more  than  forty  years  enjoyed 
the  blessmgs  of  liberty,  called  upon  to  retain  a 
portion  of  our  fellow-creatures  in  slavery,  that  the 
remainder  may  learn  how  to  estimate  their  free- 
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dom  T  Sir,  nerer  let  it  be  said  that  the  Republic 
of  the  United  States  will  justify  the  senritode  of 
one  human  bein^  that  others  may  be  taught  the 
value  of  their  blessings.  On  this  pciiiciple,  we 
might  go  to  whipping  some,  that  others  might 
know  how  good  it  is  to  have  a  sound  back ;  and 
to  the  hanging, of  others,  that  spectators  might 
learn  what  a  fine  thing  it  is  not  to  be  hanged. 

Sir,  I  presume,  in  these  cases,  the  honoraUe 
gentleman  would  much  rather  see  the  example 
than  be  the  yiciim. 

Mr.  LoouLN  also  spoke  to  the  question  bdbre  the 
House^  when  ^e  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject was  postponed  to  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  28. 

The  PafiaiDEiVT  communicated  a  report  fnwi 
the  Secretary  of  War,  showing  the  number  of 
Clerks  employed  in  that  Department  during  tjie 
year  1819,  ana  the  compensation  which  each  has 
received ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  WiLsoK,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  was  refenred  the  petition  of  Cornelia  Schpon- 
maker^  administratrix,  and  Peter  Marius  Crroen^ 
administrator  of  Zachariah  Schoonmaker,  de- 
ceased, late^  paymaster  of  the  2d  regiment  of  the 
United  States  volunteer  artiUery,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  bv  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners  ougnt  not  to  be  granted.  Tne  report 
and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  Consul  Oeoeral  at  Algiers,  praying 
thai  the  Secretary  of  State  may  be  authorize  to 
audit  and  settle  his  dain^i  against  the  United 
States  on  the  principles  of  equity  and  justice ;  and 
the  petiticA  was  read,  and  refern^  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  tne  officers  and  soldiers  engniged  in  a  late  cam- 
paign against  the.  Seminofe  indiaas,  and  the  biU 
was  r^d,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RuQQLEs  presented  the  petition  of  Theron 
Freeman,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compen- 
sation for  his  services  as  wagon-master  m  the  em- 
ployment of  the  United  States,  as  stated  in  the 
petition;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  af^optiations 
to  supply  the  deficienoy  in  the  appropriations  hexe- 
tofore  made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the 
north  smd  south  wings  df  the  Capitol,  for  finishing 
the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new 
Bxecutive  Offices,"  was  read  the  second  time^  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Buildings. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  George 
Wa8hington  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  C<»imittee  of  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  NichoUs,  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith/  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
reeoktion  directing  an  inqmry,  whether  it  be  ex- 


pedient to  increase  the  nnmber  of  conies  of  the 
Journal  and  State  Papers,  which  hereatter  maybe 
printed  by  order  and  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and, 
m  concurrence  therewith. 

Ordered,  That  hereafter  there  shall  be  printed 
twenty-five  copies  of  the  Journal  and  State  Papers^ 
in  adoition  to  the  number  which  has  been  hitherto 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  tesumed  the  consideration  of  tke 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  inquire 
into  the  expedience  of  discontinuing  one  post  road 
and  establishing  anotho'  in  the  District  (^Mame, 
and  agr^d  the]^o. 

The  bill  entitled  <<An  act  to  alter  the  terms  of 
the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Virginia,'*  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fut* 
ther  provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whdie,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  '*Aja 
act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  iirta 
the  Union,"  together  with  the  amendments  pro* 
posed  thereto. 

Mr.  Van  D ykb,  of  Delaware,  rose  and  addres&d 
the  Senate  as  follows :  - 

Mr.  President :  Conscious  that  I  cannot  ikdd  to 
the  force  of  arouments  which  have  been  alreadjr' 
urffed  against  ue  proposed  amendment,  with  oan- 
vfluled  powers  of  eloquence,  nothing  but  a  sense  ot 
duty,  growinfi^  out  of  the  peculiar  sitoatioa  in  which 
I  stand  in  relation  to  this  question,  could  vindnoe 
me  to  trespass  on  the  patieice  of  the  3«iate.  This 
subject,  sir,  has  produced  much  excitement  in  dif- 
ferent sections  of  the  Union ;  that  excitonent  has 
pervaded  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part 
to  represent ;  there,  too,  public  mieetings  have  been 
called ;  opinions  in  favor  of  the  {Nroposed  restric- 
tion have  been  expressed,  and  are  published  under 
the  sanction  of  names  deservedly  esteemed  for  tal* 
ents  and  integrity.  The  Legislature  of  tiiat  Stale 
also,  in  their  wisdom,  have  lesolved,  that  the  po* 
posed  restriction  is  compatible  with  the  Constitnr 
tion,  and  ought  to  be  adopted  as  a  measure  of  sound 
policy.  That  resolution  is  now  upon  your  tafaie. 
The  opinion  of  that  honorable  Legislature  justly 
merits,  and  will  ever  command,  my  sincere  respect* 
To  their  confidence  in  me  I  am  inaebted  for  a  plaet 
in  this  dignified  assonUy ;  to  deserve  and  retain 
the  good  opinion  of  that  honorable  body  will  ever 
be  my  highest  ambition.  But^  sir,  as  it  is  my  mis-< 
fortune  to  difier  from  them  m  sentiment  ttn  the 
great  Constitutional  question,  I  am  not  satisfied  to 
give  a  silent  vote. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
who  moved  the  amendment,  remaned,  that  it  waa 
a  question  of  great  importance  between  the  peojda 
of  the  United  States  and  those  of  Biissouri.  It  ia^ 
sir,  a  question  of  importance,  because  it  involves 
the  construction  of  the  sreat  charier  of  our  \ibet* 
ties.     The  zeal  with  wnich  the  amendment  has 
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UEged  and  opposed,  erinces  that  it  excites 
more  than  common  mterest.  A  question  touching 
the  extent  of  powers  delegated  to  Congress  by  the 
Constitution,  must  ever  l^  deeply  interesting ;  for 
in  its  decision  are  implicated  the  rights  reserved  to 
tbepeople,  and  the  sovereignty  of  the  S  tates.  It  was, 
bowever.  not  anticipated  that  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  would  be  resorted  to,  as  furnishing  a 
key  to  the  construction  of  the  Constitution  of  1787, 
or  that  aisaments  would  be  drawn  from  that  source 
to^ve  cmor  to  a  claim  of  power  imder  the  latter 
instrument.  Much  less  was  it  expected  that  the 
reeital  of  abstract  theoretical  principles,  in  a  na- 
taooal  manifesto  in  1776,  would  be  gravely  urged 
at  this  day,  to  prove  that  involuntary  servitude 
does  not  lawfully  exist  within  the  United  States. 
To  these  principles  the  honorable  gentleman  has 
lefaied,  with  an  air  of  triumphant  confidence,  re- 
minding tis  that  the  vrhole  people  then  united  in 
prochuminff  to  the  world,  "  that  all  men  are  cre- 
'  ated  equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Cre- 
^  ator  with  certain  inalienaUe  rights ;  that  amon^ 

*  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 

*  m^m."  Sir,  these  principles  are  correct,  and  m- 
tellyMe  in  the  political  sense  in  which  they  w^e 
ssed  by  the  statesmen  ^o  signed  that  manifesto. 
They  are  the  received  doctrines  of  schools,  in  rela- 
tioQ  to  mauj  as  he  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  fan- 
cied state  ot  nature.  But  that  individuals,  entering 
into  society,  must  give  up  a  share  of  liberty  to  pre- 
serve the  rest,  is  a  truth  that  requires  no  demon- 
atxation.  Those  principles  formed  correct  premises 
from  which  to  draw  tiie  conclusion,  "that,  to  se- 
^  core  th^e  rights,  governments  are  instituted 
<  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the 
'  consent  of  the  governed ;  that  the  people  have  a 

*  right  to  alter  or  to  abolish  one  form  of  govem- 
^  ment,  and  to  institute  new  government."  They 
also  fonned  correct  premises  from  which  (under 
^TiRtiiig  oppression)  was  drawn  the  inference, 
"thiU^Kse  united  colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought 
to  be,  free  and  independent  States."  But,  Mr. 
Pieavlent,  the  distinguished  statesmen  who  pledged 
to  each  other,  "their  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  thei^ 
sacred  honor,"  in  support  of  that  declaration,  were 
not  visionary  theorists ;  they  were  men  of  sound, 
practical,  common  sense,  and,  from  the  premises 
assumed,  arrived  at  sound  practical  conclusions. 
When  we  call  to  mind  the  state  of  this  young 
country  at  that  awful  moment,  struggling  tor  the 
right  of  sdf-^ovemment,  ensaged  in  war  with  the 
most  powerim  nation  of  Europe,  pressed  on  all 
sides  with  accumulating  difficmties  and  dangers, 
can  it  be  credited  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence ¥ras  ^signed  to  dissolve  the  bonds  of 
social  order  throughout  the  States — to  reduce  all 
men  to  a  state  of  nature,  and  to  set  at  large  a  host 
of  daves,  the  readiest  instruments  to  be  employed 
by  the  enemy  in  ike  work  of  destruction,  m  the 
very  bosom  of  tlie  nation?  Think  you,  sir,  that 
it  was  meant  to  invoke  the  ffenius  of  universal 
emancipation,  and  to  proclaim  liberty  and  equality 
to  every  human  being  who  breathed  the  air,  and 
trod  the  soil  of  this  new  Republic?  The  faith  of 
ikat  man  who  can  believe  thi^  is  much  strong 

mtn^    No;  sir,  that  manifesto  was  not  m- 


tended — ^was-not  understood — ^to  abolish  or  to  alter 
any  law  then  existing  in  any  State  for  the  security 
of  property,  or  for  the  regulation  of  their  intemu 
concerns.  Self-preservation — a  regard  for  their 
own  personal  safety,  and  that  of  their  families,  and 
a  regard  for  the  best  interests  of  the  nation — ^forbade 
those  sages  to  do  such  an  act.  But,  sir.  were 
slaves  liberated  in  any  State  of  the  Union  oy  vir^ 
tue  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence?  Nevev. 
On  the  contrary,  wherever  emancipation  has  be^n 
effected,  it  has  been  by  the  authority  of  State  laws; 
and  every  State  has  assumed,  ana  invariably  exv 
ercised,  at  its  discretion,  the  right  of  legislating 
about  this  class  of  persons,  down  to  the  present 
day.  Pennsylvania,  so  justly  applauded  for  her 
benevolence  towards  these  persons,  did  not  admit 
that  they  obtained  freedom  under  tne  Declaration 
of  Independence,  for  she  undertook  to  loose  their 
chains  gradually,  by  her  own  legislative  authority, 
in  1780;  and  even  at  this  moment  some  are  hela 
in  involuntary  servitude  in  that  State.  In  truth, 
sir,  we  cannot  advance  a  step  in  the  history  of  the 
Revolution,  without  meeting  evidence  that  there 
were  in 'the  nation  two  separate  classes — free  men, 
and  those  who  were  not  free.  Consult  the  articles 
of  Confederation,  emanating  immediately  from  1^ 
act  of  Independence,  and  signed  by  many  of  the 
same  men  who  signed  that  declaration,  and,  in  ar- 
ticle 4,  "free  inhabitants  d" each  State,"  and  "free 
citizens,"  designate  the  persons  who  were  to  enjoy 
privileges  and  immunities  under  that  €k)vemmenl 
plainly  indicating  that  there  was  another  class  of 
persons  in  the  country,  who  were  not  free,  and  not 
entitled  to  those  privileges.  Consult  the  Treaty  of 
1783,  which  acknowledged  the  independence  of 
these  States,  and  you  will  read  a  stipulation,  on  the 
part  of  the  British,  for  the  restoring  "of  negroes 
or  other  property  of  the  American  inhabitants." 

Another  war  with  the  same  Power  has  been  re- 
cently waged,  >  and  is  happily  terminated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  in  whicn;  you  a  sain  find  a  stip* 
ulation  for  the  restoration  of  "slaves  or  other 
property."  Sir,  the  Federal  Constitution,  whose 
powers  are  now  under  examination,  in  providing 
Ibr  the  delivering  up  of  fugitives  from  labor,  held 
to  service  under  the  laws  of  a  State,  recognises 
as  well  the  existence  of  such  a  class  oi  persons,  as 
that  they  are  held  under  the  State.  Open  yoitir 
statute  lx>ok,  examine  the  different  acts  which  nave 
been  passed  at  different  periods,  in  which  it  became 
necessary  to  notice  thb  class  of  persons,  and  you 
shall  be  forced  to  acknowlege  that  Congress  mn 
enacted  laws  recognising  them  as  property ;  some- 
times describing  them  as  fugitives  from  labor,  at 
others  calling  them  slaves.  Thus,  sir,  the  act  oi 
12th  February,  1793^  provides  for  executing  the 
Constitutional  provision  relative  to  fugitives  from 
labor.  The  statute  erecting  Louisiana  into  two 
Territories,  in  1804,  in  the  same  tenth  section 
which  was  read  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  speiiksin  plainer  language  where  it 
provides,  "  that  no  slave  or  slaves  shall,  direcdy  or 
indirectly,  be  introduced  into  said  Territory,  ex- 
cept by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing  ^ 
into  said  Territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  ' 
at  the  time  of  such  removal,  bona  fide  owner  (h 
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such  slave  or  slaves."  This  section,  sir,  establishes 
two  faets :  First,  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
mav  be  bona  fide  owner  of  slaves.  Second,  that 
sucn  citizen  bad  the  right  of  removing  with  his 
slaves  from  any  State  into  the  newly  acquired 
Territory  of  Louisiana. 

By  the  act  of  2d  March,  1807,  to  prohibit  the 
slave  trade  after  the  first  of  January  following, 
the  ninth  section  regulates  the  carrying  of  slaves 
isoastwise  from  one  port  to  another  in  the  United 
■States,  and  prescribes  the  form  of  an  oath  to  be 
taken  by  the  captain  of  the  vessel  and  the  owner 
-or  shipper  of  the  slave ;  a  part  of  which  oath  is, 
'^  that  under  the  laws  of  the  State  they  are  held 
to  service  or  labor."  From  this  cursory  review, 
Mr.  President,  I  am  justified  in  assuming  that  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  public  treaties,  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  repeated  declarations  of  Con- 
gress, in  statutes  passed  under  that  Constitution, 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  country,  and  the 
uniform  course  of  State  legislation,  establish  in- 
con  trover  tibly  that  involuntary  servitude  has  ex- 
isted and  yet  exists  in  the  United  Static,  and  has 
ever  been  universally  acknowledged  to  be  a  subject 
of  State  jurisdiction.  Yes.  sir,  however  painful 
the  reflection,  truth  compels  us  to  acknowledge 
that  the  evil  still  exists ;  it  has  been  entailed  upon 
the  nation  by  the  avarice  of  Britain,  forcing  upon 
her  infant  colonies  a  slave  population,  against  their 
will,  against  thdir  humble  petitions,  against  their 
spirited  remonstrances. 

[Mr.  Roberts  rose  to  explain,  and  said  he 
should  not  contend  that  slavery  does  not  exist  in  the 
old  United  States,  but  should  insist  that  Congress 
had  a  right  to  prohibit  it  in  ^e  Territories,  and 
to  impose  on  Missouri  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
amendment.] 

Mr.  President,  the  honorable  gentleman,  in  open- 
ing the  debate,  did  assume  the  Declaration  of  In- 
pendence  as  the  broad  ground  of  his  argument. 
From  his  course  of  reasoning,  I  was  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  he  meant  to  enforce  those 
principles  in  their  full  extent,  and  his  declaration 
to  me  personally  a  few  minutes  since,  that  he  in- 
tended to  go  the  whole  length  of  those  principles, 
confirmed  the  impression.  But,  sir,  as  such  inteni- 
tion  is  now  disavowed,  I  forbear  to  press  the  ar- 
gument further. 

I  proceed^  sir,  to  examine  the  Constitutional 
question  which  the  amendment  presents.  Happily, 
Mr.  President,  we  are  not  investigating  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  €k)vemmeiit  whose  origin  is  buried  in 
the  rubbish  of  antiquity — ^whose  powers  are  to  be 
collected  from  history  or  tradition — ^which  relies 
on  precedent  and  usage  to  give  color  to  the  usurpa- 
tion of  power  in  every  emergency :  acquiring  new 
vigor  from  every  succeeding  precedent :  and  oiten 
from  precedents  created  in  times  of  foreign  war 
and  domestic  violence.  Happily  for  this  nation, 
its  Constitution  is  a  written  mstrument,  framed  in 
a  time  of  peace,  with  care  and  deliberation,  bv  the 
most  enlightened  men,  and  penned  with  all  the 
accuracy  and  precision  that  serious  thought  and 
calm  reflection  could  insure.  Its  history  is  brief, 
and  known  to  all :  the  time  and  manner  of  its 
creation,  the  circumstances  attending  its  adoption, 


are  familiar.  Many  of  the  enlightened  statesman 
whose  talents^  and  labors  were  devoted  to  this  great 
work,  yet  live  to  share  the  honors  which  their 
grateful  country  bestows,  as  a  reward  due  to  their 
distinguished  merit. 

We  must  remember,  then,  Mr.  President,  that 
it  is  a  written  compact,  thus  created,  thusadopted, 
whose  powers  we  examine.  To  insure  a  correct 
result,  it  is  proper  to  bring  into  view  certain  rules 
of  reason  and  common  sense,  applicable  to  the 
construction  of  all  written  instruments.  That  we 
must  look  to  the  intention  of  the  parties,  as  the 
polar  st&r,  is  the  great  leading  rule  of^construction. 
This  rule  applies  with  equal  force  to  the  contracts 
of  individuals  in  private  life — to  compacts  between 
sovereign,  independent  States,  as  public  treaties, 
and  to  a  compact  between  the  people  and  Grovem- 
ment,  in  the  form  of  a  constitution.  To  ascertain 
the  intention  of  the  parties,  and  to  execute  the 
compact  in  good  faith,  is  the  duty  of  an  honest 
statesman.  The  intention,  sir,  is  most  naturally 
and  safely  collected  from  the  lan^:uage  and  ex- 
pressions used  in  relation  to  the  subject-matter.  If 
the  expressions  be  so  indefinite  or  inartificial  as  to 
leave  the  intention  doubtfuL  a  comparison  may  be 
made  of  different  parts  of  the  instrument  for  elu- 
cidation, and  from  that  comparison  an  intention 
may  be  inferred  not  incompatible  with  what  is 
plainly  and  certainly  expressed.  Should  doubts 
still  remain,  the  mind  recurs  to  the  situation  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  the  compact,  and  judges, 
from  the  known  condition  of  the  parties,  how  far 
the  proposed  construction  may  comport  with  rea- 
son and  good  sense.  These  are  means  used,  under 
diflerent  circumstances,  to  arrive  at  truth.  In  ex- 
amining a  claim  of  power  under  this  Constitution, 
when  we  recur  to  the  specific  enumeration  of  pow- 
ers, attend  to  the  prohibitions  there  written,  and 
read  that  jealous  declaration  of  the  tenth  amend- 
ment, that  all  power  not  minted  is  reserved,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  uiat  the  United  States 
Government  is  one  of  limited  powers ;  that,  al- 
though supreme  and  sovereign  as  to  all  matters 
within  its  legitimate  sphere  of  action,  yet  it  can- 
not claim  a  general,  unlimited  sovereignty.  The 
people  have  created  State  governments  also,  and 
nave  delegated  to  them  other  portions  of  power 
within  the  State  limits  for  the  regulation  and  man- 
agement of  their  internal  domestic  concerns*  A 
British  statesman  may  boast  of  the  omnipotence 
of  a  British  Parliament ;  but  an  American  states- 
man will  never  claim  the  attribute  of  omnipotence 
for  an  American  Congress.  Need  I  adduce  any 
authority  to  establish  t£e  poisition  ?  I  refer  to  the 
opinion  of  the  highest  judicial  tribunal  in  this  na- 
tion.   "  This  Government  (say  the  Supreme  Court, 

<  in  the  celebrated  United  States  Bank  cause,)  is 

<  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  one  of  enumerated 

<  powers.    The  prmciple  that  it  can  exercise  only 

<  the  powers  granted  to  it,  would  seem  too  appa- 
«  rent  to  have  required  to  be  enforced  by  all  tnoae 

<  arguments  which  its  enlightened  friends,  while 

<  it  was  depending  before  the  people,  found  it  ne- 
'  cessary  to  urge.    That  principle  is  universallj 

<  admitted."    And,  again:  <*  We  admit,  as  aU 

<  must  admit,  that  the  powers  of  the  €k>vemmeai 
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<  are  limited,  and-  that  its  limits  are  not  to  be 
'  transcended."  With  this  agree  the  opinions  of 
distinguished  statesmen,  addressed  to  the  people, 
while  the  Constitntion  was  under  consideration. 
Mr.  Madison,  in  No.  45  of  the  Federalist,  says, 
"  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Constitu- 
'  tion  to  the  Federal  Grovemment  are  few  and  de- 
^  fined ;  those  which  are  to  remain  to  the  State 
'  Gorernments  are  numerous  and  indefinite." 

To  the  advocates  of  power,  in  any  instance,  the 
pec^e  may  with  propriety  say,  show  the  grant  of 
the  power  in  the  Constitntion.  It  is  incumbent 
on  you  to  show  either  that  it  is  granted  as  a  sub- 
stantire,  independent  power,  or  that  it  is  inciden- 
tal to  such  a  power,  by  being  necessary  and  proper 
to  be  used  as  a  mean  to  carry  such  a  power  into 
execution.  If  you  cannot  show  this,  your  claim  is 
bad,  your  pretension  must  fail.  In  the  present  in- 
stance you  search  in  vain  among  the  enumerated 
powers  of  the  Congress :  examine  the  whole  cata- 
logue, with  the  most  scrutinizing  eye,  it  is  not 
fimnd  there:  proceed  to  the  secUon  which  enu- 
merates all  that  is  prohibited  to  the  States,  noth- 
in|f  there  written  can  furnish  a  plausible  ground 
to  mier  that  such  a  power  was  intended  to  be  dele- 
cted to  Congress.  It  b  not  then  a  substantive,, 
independent  power,  specified  and  defined  in  the 
general  enumeration  of  powers;  nor  can  it,  in  my 
riew,  be  raised  hj  necessary  implication.  Can  it 
with  any  color  ol  right  be  asserted,  as  apower  ne- 
cesaary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  efiect  any  of 
the  specified  powers?  Here,  sir,  the  advocates  of 
the  amendment  are  equally  embarrassed.  With 
wbieh  of  the  specified  powers  is  it  connected  ? 
which  of  them  calls  upon  it  for  aid,  or  which  of 
them  can  receive  any  aid  from  it  ?  Is  it  necessary 
to  aid  in  layin«f  and  collecting  tazes^  borrowing 
money,  or  regulating  commerce?  Sir^  you  shaU 
name  in  succession  every  power  enumerated  in 
this  instrument,  examine  and  consider  them  in  all 
their  various  bearings  and  relations  to  the  interests 
and  concerns  of  this  nation,  and  reason  and  can- 
dor shall  compel  you  to  acknowledge  that  the 
power  now  claimed  to  impose  this  restriction  has 
not  the  remotest  connexion  with  any  of  Uiem. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  contended  that  though 
not  expressly  panted,  yet  the  power  may  oe  fainy 
inferred.  It  is  somewhat  unfortunate,  however, 
that  Uie  friends  of  this  amendment  cannot  agree 
among  themsdves  as  to  the  article  and  section  of 
the  Ckmstitution  from  which  it  may  be  inferred. 
One  honorable  gentleman  points  to  tne  9th  section 
of  the  1ft  article :  ^'  The  migration  or  importation 

*  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing 
^  shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited 

*  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808."  He  con- 
tends that  the  persons  here  referred  to  are  slaves, 
and  that,  as  the  prohibition  was  limited  to  a  period 
of  time  now  past.  Congress  may  now  interdict  the 
migration  of  citizens,  with  their  slaves,  from  one 
State  to  another,  or  from  the  old  States  to  the  new 
State  of  Missouri.  The  attempt  to  infer  so  im- 
portant a  power  from  this  prohibitory  clause,  is 
novel,  uninrecedented,  and  dangerous ;  and,  in  my 
hamUe  opinion,  is  contrary  to  the  genius  of  the 
Constitution,  containing  an  enumeration  of  the 


delegated  powers,  which  was  penned  with  care 
and  precision,  and  cannot  reasonably  be  presumed 
to  leave  such  a  power  to  be  extracted  from  a  pro- 
hibition. Such  inference  is,  therefore,  denied. 
Further,  sir,  it  is  not  granted  that  "migration" 
was  intended  to  apply  to  "  slaves,"  though  "  im- 
portation" does;  having  a  reference  to  the  general 
power  of  r^^ating  commerce,  by  virtue  of  which 
Confess  might  have  imposed  a  prohibitory  duty 
on  the  importation  of  slaves,  at  their  discretion. 
This  right  was,  therefore,  restrained,  for  a  certain 
time,  at  the  instance  of  the  Southern  States.  But 
the  permitted  duty  is  confined  ^to  the  "  importa- 
tion," leaving  the  migration"  free.  Migration  also, 
as  was  justly  remarked  by  an  honorable  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  implies  free  agency,  and  the 
exercise  of  will,  in  the  persons  migrating,  which 
cannot  correctly  be  predicated  of  a  slave.  But, 
sir,  eVen  if  the  word  "  migration"  be  construed  to 
apply  to  slaves,  as  well  as  the  word  "importation^^ 
in  that  clause,  yet  I  deny  that  it  was  intended  to 
refer  to  the  several  States,  or  to  give  Congress  the 
power  at  will  to  prevent  the  removal  of  a  citizen, 
with  his  family  and  poperty,  (and  slaves  may 
come  under  botn  descnptions,)  from  one  State  to 
another.  The  term  mijE^ation,  associated  with 
importation,  must  be  taken  to  refer  to  a  f<»reiffn 
country  or  territory,  as  the  ^^temUnue  a  quo:^^  the 
migration  begins,  and  therefore  applies  only  to 
forei^ers,  not  to  inhabitants  of  the  United  States. 
In  this  sense  it  is  used  in  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, which  furnishes  a  standard  construction 
m  a  prior  State  paper,  to  which  we  may  safely 
refer,  and  most  probably  the  term  was  transplanted 
from  that  instrument  into  this  Constitution.  In 
the  recital  there  of  the  grievances  which  the  jcolo- 
nies  had  suffered  at  the  hands  of  the  King,  we 
read:  "He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  popola- 
^  tion  of  these  States ;  for  that  purpose  obstructing 
^  the  laws  for  the  naturalization  oi  foreigners — re- 
'  fusing  to  pass  others  to  encourage  tli^  migra- 
'  tion  hither;"  evidently  meaning  the  migration 
of  foreigners  from  a  foreign  country  to  the  States, 
and  as  evidently  excluding  slaves,  who  were  not 
persons  to  whom  naturalization  laws  applied. 

Surely,  sir,  a  power  to  prohibit  freemen  from 
removing  from  one  State  to  another,  with  their 
families  and  property,  ought  not  to  depend  on 
abstruse  reasoning,  or  uncertain  inference^  or  be 
raised  by  implication  in  a  written  constitution. 
What  is  it  but  a  power  to  create  a  State  prison  of 
a  slaveholding  State;  to  incarcerate  the  citizens  of 
the  Southern  States  with  their  black  population, 
or  reduce  them  to  the  ruinous  alternative  of  aban- 
doning their  lands,  as  the  only  means  of  escaping 
from  a  state  of  confinement  tne  most  odious  that 
can  be  imagined?  Thiuk  you,  sir.  that  such  was 
the  intention  of  those  who  signed  that  instrument, 
and  recommended  it  to  their  fellow-citizens? 
Think  you,  sir,  that  the  people  of  the  Southern 
States,  in  adopting  the  Constitution,  meant  to 
delegate  such  a  power  to  Congress?  It  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  reason  upon  the  question.  Sir, 
it  is  incredible  that  such  could  be  the  intention  of 
the  parties  to  that  compact;  and  strangely  will  it 
be  distorted  and  perverted,  if  the  term  "  migration," 
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in  this  prohibitory  claose,  can  be  made  1^  basis 
on  which  to  raise  this  colossal  power.  Should 
such  a  construction  prevaU,  lamentablr  short,  in- 
deed, I  fear  will  be  the  duration  of  tnis  boasted 
palladium  of  American  liberty.  ^ 

Other  honorable  gentlemen  imagine  they  can 
find  a  warrant  for  imposing  this  restriction  m  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article :  "  Congress  shall 
hare  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  cdl  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  er 
other  property  of  the  United  States."  In  answer- 
ing this  pretension,  it  is  not  necessary  to  deny  to 
Congress  all  the  power  there  expressed  over  the 
territory  of  the  United  States;  and  if>^Congre8s 
were  now  engaged  in  making  rules  and  regula- 
tions respecting  such  territory,  this  clause  wo^d 
sO{iport  tne  claim  of  power.  But,  sir,  so  far  from 
l^gidating,  to  dispose  of^  or  make  reffiiladons  re- 
specting, territory,  the  bill  on  your  table  provides 
for  rdinauishing  the  territorial  government;  raises 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  the  dignity  of  self-f^v- 
emment;  empowers  them  to  form  a  constitution ; 
to  assume  the  character  of  an  independent  State, 
and,  as  such,  to  take  equal  rdnk  with  the  other 
States  of  the  Union.  Such  a  bill  is  directly  op- 
posed to  the  last  recited  dause,  and,  therefore, 
that  clause  can  give  no  color  to  the  ex^cise  of  a 
power, ^designed  to  operate  not  on  the  territory, 
but  on  the  State,  at,  and  from  the  moment  of,  its 
birdi. 

It  has  been  further  insisted,  Mr.  President,  that 
the  provision,  that  "new  States  may  be  admitted 
by  the  Ck>ngress  into  this  Union,"  vests  Congress 
wi^  a  discretionary  power  to  admit  or  refuse,  and, 
therefore,  that  -Congress  may  prescribe  terms  and 
conditions^  of  admission.  Sir.  the  premises  may 
be  true,  the  conclusion  may  oe  fabe.  It  is  not 
denied  that  the  WcM'd  "may,"  in  its  ordinary^  sense, 
imports  a  discretion  to  act  or  not;  but  in  this 
clause  it  can  give  no  power  beyond  the  exercise  of 
the  will  to  admit  or  refuse  admission :  and  cannot, 
by  fair,  peasonable  construction,  confer  a  power  to 
impose  terms  which  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  to  be  admitted.  In  the  exercise  X)f  a  power 
derived  from  a  political  compact,  or  created  by 
law,  in  the  use  ot  which,  others  besides  the  actor 
have  an  interest^  it  is  the  ruk  of  reason  and  sense, 
that,  to  be  exercised  fkiriy,  it  must  be  exercised  not 
capriciously,  but  with  sound  discretion;  always 
renurding  the  just  rights  of  those  who  are  interested. 

The  people  of  Missouri  having  an  immediate  in- 
terest in  the  exercise  of  this  power,  claim  admis- 
sion under  the  guaranty  of  a  solemn  treaty  of 
cession,  which  provides  that  "  the  inhabitants  of 
the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the 
Union  of  the  United  States,"  and  admitted,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prinoipljBs  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  to  me  enjoyment  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immumties  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States.  Under  this  treaty,  part  of  the 
ceded  territory  has.  been  admitted  as  a  State,  with- 
out such  restriction  as  is  now  attempted  to  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri ;  and,  so  far,  the  treaty  has  been 
expounded  and  executed  in  good  faith.  This  treaty, 
solemnly  ratified,  appeals  to  the  honor  and  justice 
of  the  nation  for  faitnful  execution,  as  soon  as  pos^ 


sible.  The  United  States  stand  in  the  charaetor 
of  a  trustee  for  the  people  of  the  ceded  territory, 
and,  whenever  they  attain  a  capacity  to  accept  a 
surrender  of  the  trust,  the  surrender  should  iie 
promptly  made,  and  the  estate  delivered  up,  tmim* 
paired  and  unfettered  by  conditionsand  restrictions 
not  contemplated  in  tne  deed  by  which  the  trust 
was  created.  If,  then,  sir,  Missouri  has  attabied 
the  competent  decree  of  population  and  strength  to 
entitle  her  to  self-government,  accorcting  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  as  the  biU 
on  your  table  admits,  Congress  is  bound  to  admit 
her  into  the  Union  without  delay,  as  freely  as  other 
parts  of  the  ceded  territory  have  been  admitted, 
without  imposing  a  restriction  that  impairs  her 
State  sovereignty ;  since  neither  the  Constitutioii 
nor  the  treaty  grants  power  to  impose  that  restric- 
tion. 

This  power  then,  so  strenuoosly  contended  for. 
is  not  found  among  the  specified  or  enumenMted 
powers  delegated  to  Congress ;  it  is  not  a  power 
which  can  te  claimed  as  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution  any  ^)ecified  power,  and,  in 
my  opinion,  cannot  reasonably  be  raised  by  impli- 
cation from  the  different  parts  of  the  Consdtotioa 
on  which  its  advocates  rely. 

But,  Mr.  President,  instead  of  being  surprised 
that  such  a  power  is  not  found  in  the  charter,  it 
would  be  cause  of  inexpressible  surprise  if  it  were 
found  there ;  for  I  am  convinced  the  people  nearer 
designed  to  ^raht  it.  This  charter  was  designed 
to  govern  and  regulate  the  great  political  national 
concerns  of  the  Union,  not  to  interfere  with  the 
internal  regulations,  the  private  or  domestic  con- 
cerns of  the  States.  Such  is  the  (^nnion  of  the 
distinguished  statesmen,  to  whom  I  before  referred. 
Mr.  Madison,  in  the  same  number  of  the  Federal- 
ist, before  cited,  after  informing  the  people  that  the 
now^  delated  to  the  Federal  Qovemment  are 
few  and  defined — those  that  remain  to  the  States 
numerous  and  indefinite,  adds,  *^  the  former  will  be 
^  exercised  principally  on  external  objects,  as  war, 
'  peace,  negotiation,  and  foreign  commerce,  with 

<  which  last,  the  powers  of  taxation  will  for  the 
'  most  part  be  connected.    The  power  reserved  Co 

*  the  several  States  will  extend  to  all  the  objects, 
'  which,  in  the  ordinary  course  of  afiairs,  concern 

*  the  lives,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  people, 
^  and  the  internal  order,  improvement,  and  pro»- 

<  perity  of  the  Stete ;"  and,  in  the  succeeding  num- 
ber, speaking  of  the  State  governments,  he  adds, 
"  By  the  superintending  care  of  these,  idl  the  more 

*  domestic  and  personal  interests  of  ^e  people  will 
^  be  regulated  and  provided  for."  The  same  dis- 
tinction is  repeated  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in  No.  84. 
^<  But  a  minute  detail  of  particular  riffats  is  cer* 
'  teinly  far  less  applicable  to  a  Consutution  like 
'  that  under  consideration,  which  is  merely  intended 
'  to  regulate  the  general  politiod  interests  of  the 
^  nation,  than  to  a  Constitution  which  has  the  re- 
^  guiation  of  every  species  of  personal  and  private 
'  concerns." 

Sir.  it  must  be  admitted  by  every  stetesman, 
that  this  Constitution  never  was  designed  to  hare 
jurisdiction  over  the  domestic  concerns  of  thepeo^ 
pie  in  the  several  States.    No,  sir,  these  are  wisely 
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left  excltisiTelj  to  the  State  sovereignties,  as  their 
natural  guardians.  The  proposed  amendment^  if 
adopted,  wiH  regulate,  by  an  irrevocable  provision 
in  a  statute,  one  of  the  domestic  relations  of  the 
people  of  the  State  of  Missouri.  Can  this  be  de- 
niea?  Need  I  name  to  this  Senate  what  are  ajj- 
propriately  termed  the  domestic  relations  of  civil 
life  ?  They  are  those  of  husband  and  wife — to 
which  happily  succeeds  that  of  parent  and  child, 
too  oAen  followed  by  that  of  guardian  and  ward; 
with,  all  which  is  connected  that  of  master  and 
ienrant,  either  by  voluntary  or  involuntary  servi- 
twle.  These,  sir,  with  peculiar  propriety  and 
trath,  are  denominated  "  the  domestic  relations." 
They  exist  in  the  bosom  of  the  family,  in  the  hum- 
ble walks  of  private  life,  and  have  no  connexion 
with  the  general  political  interests  of  the  Union. 
If  Confess  can  r^yrulate^one,  why  not  all  of  these 
domestic  relations  7  TKey  all  stand  on  the  same 
lerel,  and  if  one  be  within  the  grasp  of  your  pow- 
er,  what  shaU  exempt  or  protect  the  rest  ?  Even 
IM  oontraet  of  marriage,  and  the  period  of  i^lease 
Stem  guardianship  may  become  the  subject  of  dis- 
cussion in  some  future  Congress,  on  the  admission 
of  some  fnture  State.  If  such  a  power  exists,  who 
shall  stav  its  hand  or  prescribe  its  liniits  1  Sir,  the 
proposea  restriction  is  a  direct  invasion  of  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  State — it  will  wrest  from  Missouri 
that  power  which  belongs  to  every  State  in  the 
Union,  to  regulate  its  domestic  concerns  according 
to  the  wUl  of  the  people.  But  further,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  cannot  escape  observation,  that,  to  accom- 
plish the  proposed  object,  Congress  must  invent  a 
new  mode  of  legislation — a  legislation  in  perpe- 
tnity.  In  the  common  course  of  legislation,  every 
law  is  subject  to  be  altered,  or  repealed,  according 
to  the  wisdom  and  discretion  of  ahy  future  Legis- 
lature. Here  you  transcend  the  power  of  any  le- 
ffidatiye  body  Known  to  a  Republic — yon  impose 
by  statute  a  restriction  to  be  and  remain  irrevo- 
cable forever.  To  such  a  dilemma  the  usurpation 
of  power  leads.  What,  then,  Mr.  President,  is  the 
true  character  of  this  bill,  with  such  an  amend- 
ment ?  Not  simply  a  law,  but  a  law  to  make,  in 
part,  a  constitution  for  the  future  State  of  Mis- 
souri ;  nay,  more,  to  make  her  constitution  in  that 
point  unalterable  forever,  and  place  it  beyond  the 
power  of  the  people.  Is  not  this  depriving  the 
people  of  their  aclmowledged  rights,  and  the  State 
of  part  of  its  legitimate  sovereignty  i  If  Congress 
<«an  thus,  by  anticipation,  make  part  of  a  consti- 
tution for  a  State,  and  force  it  upon  her  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  her  admission,  why  may  not 
Confess  make  other  parts  of  her  constitution  un- 
der the  form  of  other  conditions  ?  The  power  is 
the  same,  the  right  is  equal.  If,  sir,  the  people  of 
Missouri  be  thus  compelled  to  mould  their  State 
constitution  according  to  the  mandate  of  Con- 
gress, must  not  Missouri  enter  the  Union  shorn  of 
some  of  those  beams  of  sovereignty  that  encircle 
her  sister  States?  Can  she  be  said  to  stand  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  them  ?  Let  truth  and  can- 
dor answer. 

But,  sir,  to  this  objection  it  is  replied  that  simi^ 
lar  tenns  were  prescribed  to  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois.    True.    Recollect,  however. 


that  the  condition  of  those  States  was,  in  every 
respect,  different  from  the  condition  of  Missouri. 
The  ordinance  of  1787,  passed  by  Congress  under 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  was  tendered  to  the 
settlers  in  the  Northwestern  Territory,  (whether 
with  or  without  authority,  is  immaterial  now.)  as 
a  compact  and  agreement.  The  settlers  there 
knew  of  this  compact — made  their  arrangements 
accordingly--society  there  was  formed  and  mould- 
ed on  the  principles  of  that  ordinance,  and  waJj 
thus  ^'adually  prepared  to  adopt  the  same  princi- 
ples m  the  State  constitutions ;  and,  under  these 
circumstances,  the  terms  were  proposed,  without 
opposition,  and  met  the  approbation  of  the  people. 
The  maxim,  "  volenti  nonfit  injima^  applies,  with 
peculiar  force,  to  such  a  case.  Different,  in  all 
respects,  is  the  case  of  Missouri :  part  of  a  territory 
acquirea  by  treaty  from  a  foreign  Power — ^never 
sul^t  to  the  ordinance  of  1787 — involuntary  ser- 
vitude existed  there  at  the  tiine  of  cession^  and 
still  exists — the  people  object  to  this  restriction — 
insist  upon  their  ^ignts  under  the  treaty,  and  deny 
your  power  to  impose  such  a  condition.  Under 
circumstances  so  entirdy  dissimilar,  the  North- 
western States  furnish  not  even  the  frail  authority 
of  precedent  to  bind  Missouri. 

If  Congress  really  possess  a  power  to  interdict 
the  migration  of  slaves,  and  to  confine  them  within 
the  States  where  they  are  now  settled,  where  is 
the  necessity  of  attempting  to  effect  that  object, 
indirectly  and  partially,  by  the  proposed  restric- 
tion ?  If  that  power  exist,  as  is  contended,  Con- 
gress can,  at  discretion,  effect  the  object  by  a  gen- 
eral law,  equally  binding  all  the  States.  And,  sir, 
to  me,  such  course  would  appear  more  dignified 
than  to  force  on  a  new  State  so  humiliating  a  con- 
dition. To  my  mind,  however,  it  is  clear,  Mr. 
President^  that  Congress  does  not  possess  power  to 
impose  this  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri, 
and  that  to  exercise  it  will  be  £^smlt  wmrpaticm. 
The  legitimate  business  of  Congress  is  to  enaet 
laws,  not  to  make  Constitutions.  But,  sir,  if  it  be 
only  a  doubtful  question,  wisdom  and  sound  pol- 
icy, and  a  regard  for  the  peace  and  harmony  of 
the  Union,  forbid  the  attempt  to  exercise  it.  This 
Government,  deriving  all  its  powers  by  immediate 
mnts  from  the  people,  relies  for  its  support,  nav, 
for  its  existence,  on  the  ^ood  opinion  and  conn- 
dence  of  the  people.  These  it  will  have,  as  long 
as  it  is  believ^l  tnat  the  powers  delegated  to  Con- 
gress are  honestly  exercised  for  the  general  wel- 
fare.* Influenced  by  this  sentiment,  the  people  will 
ever  be  found  willing  subjects  of  this  Constitution, 
and  the  Government  will  be  strong,  powerful,  nay, 
invincible.  But,  sir,  if  Congress  snail  pursue  a 
course  that  gives  just  cause  to  suspect  that  they 
are  grasping  at  power  beyond  the  grant ;  that  they 
are  trenchvng  on  the  powers  reserved  to  the  people, 
or  invading  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  it  requires 
not  prophetic  vision  tojpredict  the  result.  The 
same  spirit  that  resisted  British  tvranny  will  resist 
usurpation  from  any  quarter,  ana  to  the  peoj^e  it 
will  be  indifferent  whether  oppression  comes  un- 
der an  edict4rom  a  British  Parliament  or  firom  an 
American  Congress.  And,  sir,  however  Aronf  this 
GoTemment  may  feel,  svpported  by  die  confidence 
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of  the  States  and  the  affeotions  of  the  people,  it  is 
oot  wise  to  try  its  strength,  ui^der  a  doubtfal  power, 
against  a  number  of  respectable  States. 

I  rose,  Mr.  President,  to  express  mv  ideas  upon 
the  Constitutional  question  alone — the  tte&iy  of 
cession,  intimately  connected  with  the  question, 
presents  also  serious  difficulties  in  the  way ;  but 
that  part  of  the  subject  has  been  already  exhausted 
by  honorable  gentlemen  who  preceded  me.  As  to 
the  expediency,  I  will  only  add,  that  no  measure 
which  violates  the  Constitution  can  be  expedient ; 
no  measure  that  jeopardizes  the  internal  peace  of 
the  Union,  and  stakes  the  Constitution  upon  an  act 
of  doubtful  power,  can  be  deemed  a  measure  of 
wisdom  or  sound  policy. 

Such,  Mr.  President,  being  my  sinciBre  convic- 
tions in  relation  to  the  great  Constitutional,  ques- 
tion which  the  amendment  presents,  my  duty  is 
plain  though  unpleasant.  I  must  vote  against  that 
amendment. 


Monday,  January  3l. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  petition  of  the  Board 
of  Managers  or  the  Savannah  poor  house  and  hos- 
pital, erected  for  the  reception  of  the  poor  and  oth- 
ers, and  of  American  seamen,  praying  Congress  to 
take  such  an  interest  in  it  as  would  secure  to  the 
United  States  the  use  of  such  a  proportion  of  the 
building  as  might  be  necessary  for  their  seamen  ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Simpson,  American  Consul  at  Morocco,  praying 
that  ne  may  be  allowed  for  his  services  at  the  rate 
of  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  with  house 
rent  in  addition ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
-  'Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition  of  Mary  Cas- 
sin,  of  South  Carolina,  praying  payment  of  arrear- 
ages of  certain  soldiers'  pay,  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL.  from  the  Cotiamittee  on  Public 
Buildings,  to  wtiom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
**An  act  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
the  completion  or  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wrngs  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Pf  esi- 
deent's  House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Exec- 
utive Offices,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Sanford  communicated  the  foUowinff  reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  were  read : 

**  8tatx  or  Nxw  York,  iv  Aissmblt, 

January  17,  1820^ 
**  Whereas  the  inhibiting  the  further  extension  of 
■Itvery  in  these  United  States  ii  a  subject  of  deep 
concern  among  the  people  of  this  State  :  and  whereat 
we  consider  alaTery  ar  an  evil  nmch  to  be  deplored ; 
and  that  ermj  Conititational  barrier  ahould  be  inter- 
poeed  to  prevent  its  further  extension ;  and  that  the 
Conititotion  of  the  United  States  clearer  gtvet  Con* 
gresa  the  right  to  require  of  new  States,  not  compriaed 
within  the  original  bonndaries  of  these  United  StatM, 


the  prohibition  of  slavery,  as  a  condition  of  its  admb- 
slon  into  the  Union :  therefore, 

"  Rteohedj  (if  the  honorable  Senate  concur  herein,) 
That  our  Senators  be  instructed,  and  our  Representa- 
tives in  Congreas  be  requested,  to  oppose  the  admis- 
sion as  a  State  into  the  Union  of  any  Territorj  not  com- 
prised as  aforesaid,  without  making  the  prohibition  of 
slavery  therein  an  indispensable  condition  of  admissioo: 
therefore,  . 

•<  Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  by  the  Clerks 
of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  of  this  State,  to  trananrit 
copies  of  the  preceding  resolutions  to  each  of  our  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

*"  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  defiver  a  copy  of  Um 
preceding  resolutions  to  the  honorable  the  Senate,  and 
request  their  concurrence  in  the  same. 

**  By  order  of  the  Assembly. 

-  AARON  CLARK,  Clerkr 

u  Stats  of  New  Yob<,  ijt  Sxitatb, 

January  20,  1830. 
"Resolved,  That  the  Senate  do  concur  with  the 
honorable  the  Afeembly  in  their  said  resolutions. 

"  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  deliver  a  copy  of  the 
preceding  resolution  of  concurrence  to  the  honorable 
the  Aasembly.    By  order. 

"JOHN  T.  BACON,  Clerk." 

Mr.  Walker,  of  G^r^ia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration. 

**  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodiciarj 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  dbtrict  of 
Georgia. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN.  of  Lfouisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
loyv^ing  motion  lor  consideration : 

*•  Resohed^  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  such  information 
as  he  may  possese  relative  to  the  execution  of  ao  much 
of  the  first  article  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace  and 
Amity  between  His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  relates  to  the  restitution  of  slaves,  and 
which  has  not  heretofore  been  communicated." 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Aauila  Giles,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pra)rinff 
the  allowance  of  interest  on  his  claim  autnonzed 
to  be  settled  at  the  last  session,  by  an  act  passed 
for  his  relief;  and  the  memonal  was  reaU)  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leake,  it  was  agreed  to  re- 
consider the  vote  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Nicholls;  and>  on  motion  by  Mr.EATON^  it 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  fur- 
ther to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  volun- 
teers engaged  in  a  late  campaign  against  the  Sem- 
inole Indians,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  upon  the  pe- 
titi(m  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  Cornelia  Schoonmaker,  admin- 
istratrix, and  Peter  Marius  Groen,  administrator,  of 
Zachanah  Schoonmaker,  late  paymaster  of  the  2d 


Digitized  by 


Google 


313 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


314 


February,  1820. 


Admission  of  Maine  and  Missouri, 


SsKA'ni. 


regiment  of  the  United  States'  volunteer  artillery ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolyed  that  tne 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Bir.  Edwards  communicated  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  relation 
to  the  continuation  of  the  National  Road ;  and  the 
tesolutions  were  read,  and  referrred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RoBBRts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  bookseller,  of  PhUade^hia,  and  Fieldingv 
LncuL  jun.,  bookseller,  of  Baltimore,  projjosing  to 
furnish  a  Tolome  to  contain  five  sessions  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  continuation,  and  in 
a  style  to  correspond  with  the  edition  of  five  vol- 
umes published  under  the  sanction  and  authority 
of  Conmss,  by  John  Bioren,  William  Duane,  and 
Roger  U.  Weightman,  and  praying  the  sanction 
and  aid  of  Congress ;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Blissouri  question. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  more  than  three  hours  a^inst  the  pro^ 
posed  restriction ;  but,  before  concludmg  his  speech. 
mtimated  a  desire  to  be  allowed  to  defer  the  re^ 
mainder  of  his  remarks  to  to-morrow ;  and  the 
saliject  was  aceoi'dingly  postponed. 


Tuesday,  February  1., 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
nskiture  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praving  that  the 
lee  simple  of  a  certain  township  or  land  which 
had  been  reserved  for  the  use  of  working  a  salt 
spring  thereon,  may  be  vested  in  said  State,  to  be 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  applied  to  roads  and 
inland  navigation;  and  the  memorial  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Otis  submitted  the  following  motions  for 
consideradon : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  io- 
stmcted  to  tnquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  for 
— ^  yewTB  the  law  making  foreign  gold  coins  a  tender. 

Re9oltedt  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
itracled  to  inqoire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  Uw  lor  the  payment  of  the  MiMinippi  stock,  by 

the  isMM  of  Treaaary  notes  bearing  interest  at 

per  cent,  per  annam,  and  redeemable  at  the  pleaaare 
oi  Qoverament  to  pneh  of  the  pioprieton  thereof  at 
nay  elect  t»  receive  payment  in  this  mode. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  presented  the  petition  of  J.  R. 
ChadbounicL  and  others,  of  the  counter  of  Wash- 
in^n,  in  the  District  of  Maine,  praying  the  aid 
ofGovemment  in  making  a  certain  road ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  PuUic  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ult.  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  salary  of  the  district  juage 
for  the  district  of  Georgia,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ult  for  information  touching 
te  late  treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  I^is  | 


Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States,  as  re- 
lates to  the  restitution  of  slaves ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  commenced  yesterday  against  the  re- 
striction.   The  speech  follows  entire : 

Mr.  President,  the  Senate  will  do  justice  to  my 
sincerity  when  I  declare  that  it  is  with  unfeigned 
reluctance  I  rise  to  address  them  at  this  sta^e  of 
the  discussion — that,  had  I  yielded  to  my  feelmgs, 
instead  of  obeying  a  sense  of  duty,  I  should  have 
remained  silent.  Whatever  the  human  mind  could 
well  conceive  has  been  either  spoken  or  written 
on  this  subject,  and  no  superiority  of  intdlect 
could  add  an  additional  ray  of  tight.  So  vain  a 
hope,  therefore,  with  my  humble  pretensions, 
wouki  be  the  height  of  folly. 

The  question,  however,  involves  such  important 
consequences,  whether  we  view  it  in  its  Constitu- 
tional light,  or  as  it  regards  the. honor  of  the  na- 
tion, plighted  by  treaty,  or  consider  it  as  to  its 
exi)ediency,  as  involving  the  duration  of  the  Utiion, 
or  in  any  event  its  tranquillity,  it  seems  to  justify, 
if  not  to  require,  any  man  to  disclose  the  reasons 
of  his  vote.  But,  personal  considerations  apart^ 
the  feeling  which  this  policy,  as  insulting  as  it  is 
unjust,  has  s6  justly  excitea  in  the  South  and 
"West,  in  which  my  constituents  so  naturally  par- 
ticipate, seems  to  require  that  their  Representa- 
tive on  this  floor  should  raise  his  voice,  however 
feeble,  in  solemn  protest  against  its  adoption. 

In  the  contemplation  of  this  subject,  and  the 
sentiments  avowed  in  its  discussion,  I  had  expect- 
ed to  have  felt  nothing  but  unmixed  regret ;  I  had 
expected  to  have  travelled  an  unpleasant  path, 
filled  only  with  thorns.  To  my  relief,  I  have 
found  here  and  there  a  solitary  spot  of  verdure,  on 
which  my  eye  ddi^hted  to  dwell.  I  have  seen  the 
most  prodigious  display  of  the  powers  of  the  hu- 
man mind ;  I  have  seen  its  empire  enlarged  far 
beyond  my  most  sanguine  hopes.  I  do  not  intend 
to  confine  my  remarlw  to  one  or  two,  but  to  extend 
them  to  most  of  those  who  have  engaged  in  the 
debate.  They  have  surrounded  this  body  with 
deserved  renown;  to  which,  although  I  feel  a  con- 
sciousness I  cannot  add.  yet  I  must  be  permitted, 
as  a  member  of  this  body,  to  claim  some  partici- 
pation. But  I  have  seen  more;  I  have  seen  a 
degree  of  firmness  and  magnaniiQit^  most  enno- 
bling to  human  nature — Senators  rising  superior 
to  clamor  and  popular  excitement,  and  filling  the 
measure  assigned  th^m  by  the  Constitution,  at  the 
expense  of  office,  with  the  sacrifice  of  popularity, 
firmly  discharging'  their  duty.  Such  men,  com- 
pared with  the  supple  politician,  who  bends  like  a 
reed  to  the  blast — ^who,  to  promote  his  own  ag- 
grandizement, practises  upon  the  prejudices  of 
mankind — ^will,  by  an  impartial  posterity,  when 
the  false  fire  of  the  moment  shall  have  subsided, 
be  placed  in  the  zenith,  while  the  latter  will  be 
consigned  to  the  nadir  of  the  moral  world.  Go  on, 
illustrious  Senators,  in  the  care^  of  fflory  you  have 
commenced  I    Abioe  whatever  sacrifice  the  faithful 
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discharge  of  your  duty  may  produce  with  fortitude, 
aod  reap  your  reward  in  tlus  ooDBolatioii  of  reflect- 
ing that  you  have  saved  your  country  from  ruin, 
and  in  the  justice  of  all  trying  time !  With  these 
ei^ceptions,  all  t^at  I  h^ve  heard  has  filled  me 
with  solicitud&and  pain.  1  have  heard  sentiments 
uttered  that  go  to  shake  the  foundations  of  the  Union, 
and  to  produce  a  revolution  in  the  Government — 
principles  avowed  directly  hostile  to  the  compact 
on  wnich  reposes  our  Union,  and  the  doctrine 
avowed  that  all  power  not  raohibited  belongs  to 
the  General  Government  To  4x>mbat  these — to 
deprive  them  of  all  authority,  by  showing  their 
£iUacy — ^will  be  the  object  of  my  en^vors.  Be- 
fore, however,  f.  proceed  to  thi9,  let  me,  notice  an 
attempt  whicn  has  been  nutde  to  give  a  character 
to  this  ^iie^tion  which  it  does  not  deserve.  It  has 
been  satd  that  this  is  a  question  between  slavery 
and  freedopi.'  A  more  indefensible  perversion  was 
never  attempted  to  be  piactiaed  on  the  human  mind. 
Such  a  statement  of  the  question  is  a  libel  on  the 
South. 

I  appeal,  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  to 
every  member  of  the  Senate,  from  every  quarter 
of  toe  Union^  wh^  I  a^  if  the  South^n  mem- 
bers have  not  mvariably  supported,  with  unanimity, 
every  proposition  which  had  for  its  object  the  sup- 
pression of  the  slave  trade ;  and  whether,  duriiig 
the  last  session,  we  did  not  indulge  them  in  the 
project,  as  wild  as  it  was  well  designed,  of  expend- 
ing thousands  for  the  accommodation  of  the  un- 
fortunate victims  of  that  abominable  trade,  by  au- 
thorizing the  Crovemment  to  provide  them  an 
asylum  m  Africa,  to  he  maintained  at  the  public 
expense.  Can,  tnen,  any  man  believe  we  wish  to 
multiply  the  number?  The  question  we  are  called 
to  discuss  is  not  whether  slaves  shall  be  multiplied. 
If  it  was,  there  would  be  bat  one  sentiment  here 
What  is  the  real  <iuestion?  Shall  we  violate  the 
Constitution,  by  impofiong  restrictions  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  ?  While  exercising  the  great  priv- 
ilege of  forming  their  government,  shall  we  disre- 
ffard  the  solemn  obligations  imposed  by  treaty? 
And  shall  we  finally  do  an  unmeasurable  act  of  m- 
iustice.  in  excluding  the  people  of  one  half  the 
Republic  from  partieipatinfl  in  that  country  bought 
hf  a  ccNoamon  treasure  and  ueir  exclusive  councus? 
And  for  what  ?  Not  to  diminish  slavery,  but  to 
eonfiAC  it  within  its  present  limits — destructive  to 
the  slaves  themselves,  and  fatal,  eventually,  to  the 
whole  population — ^instead  of  difiuiing  them  over 
a  wide-s]»ead  country,  wh^e  their  comforts  would 
be  increased^  and  by  their  disproportionate  numbers 
they  might  be  witbdn  the  reach  of  the  suggestions 
of  pKilicy  and  of  humanity.  Not  to  diminish  slavery, 
I  repeat  again;  but  to  seduce  the  white  population 
ftom  this  portion  of  country  thus  interoicted,  and 
to  increase  the  disproportion  of  the  blacks  to  such 
an  extent  as  forever  to  shut  the  door  of  hope  upon 
them ;  or  to  drive  us  from  the  country,  and  sur- 
render it  exclusively  to  them. 

This  is  die  real  state  of  the  question,  which  I 
will  now  proceed  to  discuss;  and,  for  the  sake  of 

aiicuity,  I  propose  to  do  so  under  the  following 
s:  1st.  You  have  no  Constitutional  riffht  to 
impose  the  reatriotioa  ialroliFttl  in  the  amendment 


ad.  That  the  treaty  by  which  we  acquired  Ike 
country  forbids  it.  And  third.  That  U  is  ijMK- 
pedient  and  unjust  to  do  so. 

1st  Your  Constitutional  r^ht  It  may  not  be 
unimportant,  in  discusaipg  this  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject, to  ascend  to  the  origin  of  the  GovermntKt 
To  ascertain  its  humility,  its  progress  iaAoqoirkig 
power,  and  its  now  alarminff  pretensions.  A  dk- 
eussion  of  this  character  wm  net  be  «Btirtly  with- 
out its  U9e  ia  reference  to  the  general  course  of  odr 
legialation.  Some  gentlemen  mar  th^ereby  acqinire 
the  iaformatioli  they  seem  to  jack,  diat  ail  pofwcr 
not  prohibited  is  not  granted  neoessarily  to  the 
Government,  as  has  be^  contended  for  by  at  leaat 
one  of  the  speakers  who  hare  gohe  bmre  me. 
The  present  Constitution  ie  nothing  more  thaa  aa 
expansion  of  the  Confederation.  Its  obieot  is  the 
same:  the  n&eans  of  attaining  that  obiect  have 
only  been  -enlarged.  And  what  was  that?  /tc 
operate  on  our  external  concerns,  and  to  regulate 
such  subjects  internally  as  could  not,  from  their  char- 
acter and  extent,  be  properly  administered  by  any  of 
the  States ;  and  there  only  to  the  extent  spedficaUjr 
enumerated  in  the  ConstitDtioo.  It  will  be  recol- 
lected, that  this  mass  of  power, ,  awarded  to  the 
Confederation,  was  surrounded  by  sovereign  States^ 
whose  jealousy  of  the  General  Gk>v<emmeBt  was 
such,  that,  as  experience  evinced  in  practical  le- 
sults,  thev  were  entirely  incompetent  to  the  olifeet 
It  is  wortny  of  remark,  now  cautiously  they  guarded 
against  the  abuse  of  tnis  very  limited  autnority,by 
the  2d  article  of  that  instrument,  which  is  to  the 
effect  following: 

"Art  2.  Each  State  retains  its  sovereignty,  free- 
'  doin,  and  independence,  and  every  power,  juria- 
'  diction,  and  right,  which  is  not  bv  this  Confedeva- 
^  tion  expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in 
'  Congress  assembled." 

I  invite  the  attention  of  the  Senate  particularly 
to  the  phraseology  of  this  article,  as  disclosing  the 
real  design  of  the  contracting  parties  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  power  of  the  individual  States,  and  of 
the  General  Government  And,  sustaining  Uie  posi- 
tion I  have  before  taken  as  to  the  objects  wnose 
administration  was  intended  to  be  connded  to  the 
General  Grovernment,  I  have  been  thus  full  on  this 
branch  of  the  su^yect,  because,  although  a  similar 
clause  was  not  introduced  in  the  Constttutipn  of  the 
United  States,  yet  it  was  distincUy  tmderstood  Ike 
same  principle  attached  to  the  Constitution,  as  well 
from  the  specific  enumeration  of  the  powers,  as 
the  contemporary  expositions  by  the  mostapprored 
writers :  hot,  above  all,  by  the  10th  amendment 
of  die  Constitution  to  the  effect  following:  "The 
'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
'  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
^  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the 
'  people."  And  it  mav  be  stated,  that  if  there 
was  any  one  point  on  wnich  the  people  of  America 
universally  agreed,  it  was  that  necessity  of  restraiA- 
ing  the  General  Government  within  tne  prescribed 
limits,  to  guard  against  encroachments  on  the  ao- 
thority  of  the  States,  and  thereby  prevent  a  con- 
solidation which  has  been  univer^ly  considered 
as  a  synonym  widi  monarchy. 

These  are  ^ths  generally  admitted,  and  alwajp 
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^▼e  bem,  in  the  abstinct ;  but,  in  their  application, 
we  are  mortified  to  perceive  an  endless  variety  of 
opiaioQs,  some  contending  for  a  latitude  sawide 
in  their  interpretation  of  the  powers  of  the  Gov- 
cnunent  as  to  defy  limitation ;  while  others  insist, 
and  pMdy  insist,  that  they  view  the  powers  of  the 
Fedefal  (Sovemment,  as  resulting  from  the  con^ 
paet  to  which  the  States  are  parties,  as  limited  by 
the  plain  sense  and  intention  of  tne  instrument 
eoBsdtQting  that  compact  This  is  the  language 
of  the  edebrated  resolutions  of  the  Virginia  Assem- 
bly. Not  merdy  because  they  were  adopted  by 
that  body,  but  because  it  was  a  j)art  of  the  Repuh- 
liean  cceed,  to  which  a  vast  majoritv  of  the  Amer- 
ican people  gave  their  hearty  approbation,  and  by 
whick  the  Ime  was  completdy  drawn  between  the 
diffiwynt  political  parties  of  the  day.  It  is  a  sound 
pnneiple,  which  I  wish  to  see  revived,  (for  it  seems 
to-  have  been  ibrgbtten,)  and  resorted  to  in  all 
doobtfel  cases^  as  an  infaliible  standard.  And  here, 
I  peolEBt  agi^st  a  species  of  special  pleading, 
wnieh,  rejecting  the  principle  just  alluded  to, 
bonis  fiir  powers  in  vrordaor  sentences^  taken  here 
and  thseoom  the  instrument  and  patched  together, 
ftrmtngsomethiiqfliiBe  a  pretext  ror  the  exerciseof 
power  palpably  interdicted  by  the  plain  sense  and 
uUention  of  the  instrument  These  prdiminaries 
Wing  disposed  of,  we  are  brought  to  the  coDolusion 
that  those  who  contend  for  tlM  power  in  question 
BBit  show  it  This  has  been  attempted,  and  no 
two  agree  as  to  the  portion  of  the  Constitution  from 
whkh  they  derive  the  power.  This  circumstance 
oi  itself  is  entitled  to.  ffreat  consideration!  If  the 
mitg€ct  had  been  of  a  character  whose  administra- 
tion could  not  be  efiected  t^  the  States,  in  their 
individual  character,  one  mi^t  be  disposed  to  give 
a  ktitude  of  construction  to  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
sdtation,  if  any  existed,  that  related  to  this  subject ; 
bet  when  it  is  known  that  the  subject  of  slavey 
had  been  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the 
States,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of  the  General  Gov- 
annaent,  except  in  a  case  of  a  peculiar  character, 
{^  ^ve  trade,)  before  we  assume  upon  ourselves 
the  exeicise  of  such  an  authority,  we  should  be 
flstufied  that  the  power  has  been  piamly  given.  In 
lieu  of  which,  one  gentleman  pretends  to  find  it  in 
a  daoae  whoae  omy  object  was  a  restraint  upon 
Conmss;  while  another  acknowledges  that  he 
oonsMcrs  this  clause  as  giving  no  such  authority, 
aad  refers  us  to  another  j  while  other  ^endemen 
aeleet  new  clauses  impartmg  this  authranty. 

Lit  us  examine  them  re^ectively.  1st,  let  us 
consider  the  1st  clause  of  the  9th  section,  1st  article. 
Gentleraen  cont^id  that  the  word  ^  migration,"  is 
the  «uigical  word  in  which  is  contained  the  power 
ahout  to  be  exercised.  The  plain  answer  to  this 
is,  that  it  produces  a  confusion  of  ideas,  to  assert 
tint  a  elaose,  whose  (Nilpabb  design  was  to  restrain 
CeDgnm  fiom  exercising  an  authoritjr,  imparts  a 
anbsuntive  grant  of  power ;  but,  it  is  reasoned, 
vAkj  restrain  Conf[ress,  till  the  year  1806,  from  ex- 
ercising an  authority  which  they  did  not  possess? 
Do  gememen  mean  to  say  that  all  power  interdict- 
ed ^  the  9th  section  would  belong  to  Congress, 
had  not  such  restrietfon  been  inserted ?  Thegen- 
from  New  Hampshire  contends  for  this 


monstrous  doctrine,  and  a^,  had  it  not  been  for 
the  clause  interdicting  titles  of  nobility,  would  not 
Congress  have  had  the  power  to  have  created  a 
nobility?  The  ^[entleman  seems  not  to  undor^ 
stand  tl^e  first  pnnciples  of  the  Crovemment — for, 
if  his  doctrme  be  acted  upon,  it  is  equal  to  a  revo- 
lution, and  a  Government  of  limited  powers  would 
instantlv  be  converted  into  one  of  absouite  authority. 
I  should  have  paid  less  attention  to  this  doctrine 
by  supposing  that  the  gentleman  had  not  reflected 
upon  it,  had  he  not  uttered  the  same  thing  durinjgf 
the  last  session.  It  seems,  therefore,  that  thia  is 
one  of  his  fixed  principles.  A  more  heretical  or  a 
more  dudgerous  one,  cannot  well  be  conceived. 
But,  sir,  were  I  for  a  moment  to  yield  a  point  so 
palpable  ai  this,  still,  I  might  contend  that  the  gen- 
tlemen would' he  without  the  power  contended  for. 
What  is  the  aigument  on  their  part,  that  ^  migra- 
tion^ and  ^  impofiation"  equally  relate  to  slaves  ? 
That  "•  importation"  relates  to  foreign  daw, 
while  /  '^  mtmtion^  refers  todomestic  slaves  passing 
from  one  State  to  another,  and  that  Congrtsa, 
thiqpefore,  has  a  right  to  prevent  their  pa8aa§[e  to 
the  Missouri.  Now,  I  contend  that  '<  migration" 
was  inteiided  to  cefet  to  free  foreigners,  coming  to 
this  country,  while  "  importation"  was  intendwi  to 
api^  to  slaves  from  abroad.  This  conclusion  Is 
warranted,  as  well  by  the  phraseology  of  the  beo- 
ticm,  as  by  the  circumstances  of  the  country.  What 
is  its  language?  That  the  migtation  or  importa- 
tion of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  ex- 
isting shall  tnink  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  pro- 
hibited by  the  Congress  prior  to  tne  year  180S:  but 
a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation 
not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  p^son.  If  this 
interpretation  be  received,  the  meaning  of  the 
clause  is  inteUigihle  and  najturaL  By  drc^ppii^ 
«  migration"  when  speaking  of  a  tax  or  duty,  it 
may  be  foiriy  inferred  that  the  migration  spoken 
of  was  that  of  freemen,  to  tpix  whom  would  be 
absurd.  But  the  circumstances  of  the  country  at 
that  time  are  entitled  to  great  weight  in  forming 
our  opinion.  A  large  portion  of  the  Middle, 
Southem,and  Western  States,  were  s^nueely  inhah- 
ited.  It  was  among  the  grievances  enumerated,  as 
leading  to  the  Revolution,  thattbeCrown  of  Gre«t 
Britain  had  indicated  a  hostility  to  the  migratioa 
of  foRijBpiers.  Hence,  lest  the  most  populom  por- 
t;ions  of  the  United  States  should  mdulge  m  a 
similar  abuse  of  power,  Gongreas  vras  expressly 
interdicted  from  taking  any  step  in  rektion  mereto, 
prior  to  the  year  1806. 

That  this  was  the  true  import  of  this  clause  is 
not  only*  sustained  by  the  considerations  to  which 
I  have  just  referred,  ixit  is  supported  by  an  ^^pon- 
tien  given  utf^at  a  period  near  the  adoption  ol  the 
Con^itution.  Those  who  opposed  the  fdien  law 
in  CongMss  insisted  upon  this  interpretation!  and 
none  with  more  force  than  my  predecessor^  Judge 
Ta2ewell,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  men  oi 
whom  Virginia  can  boast  In  his  roeech,  whi<di 
I  have  now  before  me,  on  the  alien  law,  he  holda 
the  language  I  now  do^  and  contended  that  Oon^ 
gress  was  virtually  violating  this  clause.  The 
Senate  will  reooUect  this  discussion  was  in  179g: 
and  it  ia  worthy  of  remaih,  that  the  applicatioii  M 
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this  word  to  daves  was  first  made  by  the  friends 
of  the  alien  law,  to  elude  the  force  of  this  argu- 
ment. The  committee  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, in  an  elaborate  report,  drawa  with  a  view 
to  defend  this  law,  assert  that  "  migration"  related 
to  fldaves ;  but  even  the  authors  of  that  report  con- 
tend only  that  it  relate  to  the  importation  of  slaves 
from  abroad.  But,  we  are  told,  Congress  has  fixed 
the  meaning  of  this  clause  by  the  law  of  1804,  inter- 
dicting the  Dringing  of  slaves  into  Louisiana  from 
any  place  in  the  United  States^  except  bv  removal 
with  their  owners.  But  nothing  is  to  oe  gained 
by  this  precedent.  1st.  Louisiana  was  a  Territory, 
and  not  a  State.  2d.  It  was  the  result  of  an  ex- 
citement produced  by  peculiar  causes,  which  have 
been  amply  detailed  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  and  passed  probably  without  discussion. 
3d.  It  was  rep^ed  at  the  next  session,  by  the  law 
relative  to  the  Territory  of  Mississippi,  m  which 
Louisiana  was  placed  on  the  same  footmff  with  that 
territory.  So  that,  if  it  Weigh^  any  thing,  it  b 
against  the  interpretation  contended  for,  as  Congress 
retraced  its  9tq>s  within  one  year  after  the  pas§age 
of  the  law  of  X804.  But  the  admission  for  ar^- 
ment  sake  was  a  mere  gratuity,  thht  a  negative 
dauie  might  be  interpret^  into  a  grant  of  power. 
I  contend,  this  clause  gives  no  power.  How  should 
it  be  understood,  according  to  the  plain  iBtent  of 
the  Constitution?  To  Congress  had  been  given 
the  Dower  to  regulate  foreign  commerce,  and,  to 
establish  an  uniform  rule  of  naturalization.  But, 
kst  this  power  should  be  exercised  aigainst  the 
wishes  of  a  particidar  portionof  the  Union,  for  the 
reasons  stated  above,  this  clause  was  introduced. 
I  do  not  mean  to  be  understood  as  sayinff  anjT  thing 
about  the  ri^ht  of  Ccmgress  to  interfere  in  tfa^ 
case  of  the  migratbn  of  foreigners ;  whether  they 
have  or  not  is  not  now  involved ;  and  its  restric- 
tion Jtill  1808  b)r  no  means  implies  necessarily  such 
a  power.  For  it  is  palpable  that  this  section  was 
drawn,  out  of  abundant  caution,  and  as  is  evinced 
by  the  4th  olause4>f  that  section,  Congress  is  inter- 
dicted from  exercising  an-  authority  in  any  other 
way  than  had  been  previously  presonbed.  Its  lan^ 
guage  is — ^no  capitation  or  otner  direct  tax  shall 
be  laid  unless  in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enu- 
m^ationiierein  before  directed  to  be  taken.  Hence 
it  follows  that,  as  I  said  before,  a  restraint  on  Con* 
gress  does  not  imply  the  existence  of  the  power  re- 
strained \  for  I  presume  the  gentleman  from  New 
Han^Mshire  would  hardly  contend  that  as  Congress, 
even  vdthout  this  clause,  would  have  had  the 
power  to  vary  the  standard  of  the  af^rtionment 
of  direct  taxation.  But,  it  is  said  that  as  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prevent  the  importation  of  sGives 
under  the  clause  of  regulating  uireign  commerce, 
they  have  the  power  te  prevent  the  passage  of  staves 
from  one  State  to  another  under  the  clause  of  reg- 
ulating the  commerce  between  the  States,  Now^ 
sir,  what  is  commerce,  according  to  the  common 
understanding  of  mankind,  or  in  its  strictest  sense, 
as  furnished  by  the  most  approved  lexicographers  ? 
It  is  traffic.  And  can  any  one  soberly  contend 
that  a  removal  of  the  head  of  a  fkmily,  like  the 
patriarch  of  times  gone  by,  carrying  with  him  his 
household,  is  engaged  in  that  kind  of  commerce 


whose  r^;ulation  has  been  given  to  Congress.  His 
slaves  are  a  part  of  his  famify ;  they  have  descended 
from  feneration  to  generation ;  are  the  deposiU»y 
of  the  nistory  of  his  family ;  have  rocked  the  cradle 
of  his  infancy,  or  have  been  companions  of  his 
youth ;  for  them  he  has  an  affectionate  regard ;  to 
preserve  whom,  if  adversity  come  upon  him  he 
wiU  sell  his.  home,  and  seek  a  more  propitious  for- 
tune in.  the  vrilderness.  Will  any  man  call  such 
a  removal  carrying  on  commerce?  But,  again, 
what  was  the  end  in  view  in  giving  this  power  to 
Congress  ?  To  ascertain  this,  let  us  recur  to  the 
state  of  this  country  prior  to  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution.  The  states,  having  absolute  au^ 
thority  ov^  this  subject,  had  adopted  various  and 
vexatious  regulations  upon  the  commerce  between 
each  other  \  ther  were  as  foreigners,  each  availing 
its^f  of  its  peculiar  situation,  at  the  expense  of  the 
othar  States.  Those  Iving  oq  the  Atlantic  made  the 
interior  tributary  to  tnem ;  and,  as  in  all  unwisely* 
organized  confederacies,  this  policy  inras  feneratin^ 
heart-burnings,  so  unfavorable  to  union.  To  prevent 
this,  to  thejwurent  government  was  given  the  power 
of  regulating  this  commerce^r-the  whole  amount 
and  object  of  ^hich  was,  to  ffuaranty  an  unre- 
strained intercourse  between  uie  States;  not  lo 
shackle  or.  embarrass  it ;  still  less  to  apply  it  to  the 
ordinary  intercourse  between  contecnunous  States, 
in  the  endless  transactions  occurring  between  their 
citizens.  ^  To  relieve  myself  from  a  further  com- 
ment on  this  part  of  the  discussion,  permit  me  to 
r^er  the  Senate  to  the  11th  No.  of  the  Federalist. 
I  will  subjoin  one  other  remark;  if  Congress  were 
justifiable  in  attempting  to  legislate  on  the  subject-— 
I  mean  the  commerce  between  the  States — it  can 
be  done  only,  by  a  general  law ;  for  the  5th  clause 
of  the  9th  section  of  the  1st  article  expressly  in* 
hibits  Congress  from  a  partial  legislation ;  and,  by 
a  recurrence  to  this  clause,  which  should  be  united 
with  that  givinff  the  power  to  Congress  to  regulate 
the  commerce  between  the  States,  it  will  be  seen 
to  yrhat  object  this  power  was  intoided  to  r^te; 
by  It.  the  plain  intent  of  the  parties  is  so  manifcaBtly 
proclaimed,  that  I  cannot  see  how  it  can  be  mis- 
understood by  one  honestly  inquiring  after  its  just 
meaning. 

But.it  is  contended  by  some,  that  this  power  is  to 
be  found  in  the  third  section  of  the  second, clause 
of  the  fourth  article.  The  answer  to  this  b,  that 
this  clause  relates  to  Territories  and  not  to  States. 
As  there  is  a  biU  depeadinff  beiore  us  directly  in- 
volving your  power  to  legidate  on  the  Territories, 
it  is  unnecessary  to  discuss  this  question  now.  It 
is  sufficient  to  say  that  it  is  doubted  whether  you 
have  the  power,  even  in  reference  to  Tenritories; 
but  it  h  palpable  you  can  have  none,  under  this 
clauscj  as  it  regards  States.  i 

We  now  come  to  <;onsider  the  last  clause  in  the 
Constitution  in  which  it  is  contended  that  this 
power  has  been  granted,  viz :  the  first  clause  of 
the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article.  This  is  the 
only  clause  which,  in  my  estimation,  has  any 
thin^  to  do  with  the  subject  New  States  may  tie 
admitted,  &c.  This  is  a  mere  extension  of  the 
eleventh  article  of  the  Confederatimi,  which  was 
limited  to  the  admissicm  of  Canada,  and  other  cok^ 
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ntes;  meaning,  no  doabt,  other  British  colomes. 
To  Canada  the  most  perfect  equality  was  guaran- 
tied, bf  this  clause,  with  the  original  members  of 
the  Confederacy.  The  words  "  new  States"  must 
bftTe  been  intended  to  convey  a  specific  idea.  The 
words  are  used  by  persons  who  distinctly  under- 
slood  their  import ;  for  they  were  the  direct  repre- 
sentatiTes  of  States  whose  attributes  of  soYereignty 
hftd  been  secured,  in  the  second  article  of  the  Con- 
fedcntion^biran  express  declaration,  that  all  power 
was  retained  which  had  not  been  expressly  ^yen 
to  the  Gteneral  Grovemment  And,  in  addition, 
the  practice  of  twelve  years  has  left  no  doubt  as 
to  Che  power  which  had  been  retained  and  exer- 
cised by  the  States.  When,  then,  they  gave  to 
Congress  the  power  of  admitting  new  States  into 
this  union,  it  must  be  understood  that,  with  the 
exception  of  the  power  then  transferred  to  the  Cten- 
enl  GiOTemment,  or  expresslv  withheld  by  the 
Confltitiition,aU  other  power  belong  to  the  States, 
and  the  moment  that  a  new  State  is  admitted  into 
the  Union  it  is  placed  upon  the  most  p^fect  equal- 
ity with  the  other  States,  as  well  to  its  rights  as 
its  ohhgations.  But  it  is,  that  **  new  States  may 
be  admitted  into  this  Union."  My  friend  from 
Maryland  has,  in  a  masterlv  argument,  shown  that 
it  is  this  Union  into  whicn  they  are  to  be  adicnit- 
ted,  and  no  other ;  which  would  not  ensue  if  to 
one  State  rights  were  given  which  were  withheld 
hem.  another ;  for  the  terms  of  the  Union,  in  that 
case,  beinff  different,  the  Union  could  not  be  the 
same:  and,  therefore,  they  would  not  be  admitted 
into  this  Union.  It  would  be  worse  than  useless  for 
me  to  add  any  thing  to  what  he  has  said.  What. 
tfaen^  is  your  power  ?  Simply  whether  you  will 
admit  or  refuse.  This  is  the  limit  of  your  power — 
and  even  this  power  is  subject  to  control.  When- 
ever a  territory  is  sufficiently  large,  and  its  popu- 
lation sufficiently  numerous,  your  discretion  ceases, 
Ukd  the  obligation  becomes  imperious,  that  you 
forthwith  admit  For  I  hold  that,  according  to 
the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  the  people  thus  cir- 
cumstanced are  entitled  to  the  privilege  of  self- 
goremment. 

Have  we  not  a  right  to  contend,  that,  if  the 
Convention  had  intended  to  give  to  Congress  the 
power  of  admitting  on  conditions,  it  would  have 
said  so?  The  Constitution  has  not  authorized 
die  exercise  of  such  a  power  directly,  and  there  is 
BOCkiBg  to  justify  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by 
imnlieraon,  if  implication  were  allowable. 

Ity  then,  it  be  true,  that  your  discretion,  even 
as  to  admission,  is  limited,  as  I  have  endeavored 
to  afaow.  and  in  the  present  case  all  the  constitu- 
ent yianfieations  exist  on  the  part  of  the  people 
of  Missouri  for  self-government,  you  are  bound  to 
say  that  she  shall  be  admitted  as  a  State  into  this 
Union.  If  she  be  admitted  as  a  State,  all  the  attri- 
butes of  the  old  States  instantly  devolve  on  her, 
Ud  the  most  prominent  of  those  attributes  is  the 
ri^t  to  &shion  her  government  according  to  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  good  people  of  that  State ; 
wlMreas  jixa  restriction  deprives  her  of  that  privi- 
lege forever ;  and  your  restriction  applies  to  a  spe- 
am  of  property  that  most  peculiarly  belongs  to 
the  jnnadiction  of  the  State  government  For, 
16th  Com.  Ist  Sbbb^II 


can  it  be  believed  that  the  States  holding  slaves 
could  ever  have  intended  to  impart  to  non-slave- 
holding  States  an  authority  over  a  property  in 
which  they  had  no  common  interest ;  a  property, 
in  relation  to  which,  so  far  from  the  necessity  of 
surrendering  the  power  to  control  it  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  self-preservation  required  that  it 
should  be  left  exclusively  to  the  State  governments. 

To  all  this  it  is  replied,  that  the  uniform  course 
of  the  Government,  since  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
amounts  to  a  precedent  not  now  to  be  canvassed. 

In  cases  of  doubt,  it  is  readily  admitted  that  de- 
cisions, after  mature  deliberation,  upon  full  dis- 
cussion of  distinguished  men,  are  entitled  to  great 
weight  in  analogous  cases.  Now,  sir,  how  far 
will  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  under  the  ordi- 
nance, operate  as  a  precedent?  The  ordinance 
itself  was  founded  in  usurpation.  No  such  power 
had  been  granted  Congress  by  the  Confederation. 
Lest  I  should  be  charged  with  an  assumption  my- 
self, I  will  call  to  my  aid  the  work  so  frequently 
refeited  to — the  Federalist.  In  page  235,  this  is 
expressly  admitted.  It  is  there  stated  that  it  was 
an  assumption  on  the  part  of  Congress.  I  have 
seen  it  stated,  indeed,  in  a  pampmet  or  speech, 
(for  I  know  not  what  to  call  it,)  that  Congress 
had  the  power,  as  incident  to  their  character. 
Mark  the  facility  with  which  every  usurpation  of 
power  is  justified !  What  is  not  expressly  given, 
may  be  implied;  or,  if  there  be  nothmg  to  justify 
implication,  it  may  be  incidental;  and,  if  it  be 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other,  the  next  step  is,  that 
it  ought  to  have  been  ^iven;  and  thus,  oy  some 
means,  every  power  which  it  is  desirable  to  exer- 
cise, will  be,  or  may  be,  claimed.  But,  rejecting 
these  claims  as  entirely  untenable,  I  assert,  the 
ordinance  itself  was  an  assumption  of  power.  It 
is  admitted  that  it  has  been  acquiesced  m,  and  all 
its  provisions  have  been  carried  into  effect  f/t  ik 
not  now  to  be  dbturbed.  But  it  still  is  nothing  as 
a  precedent;  because  it  attached  to  a  wilderness, 
and  not  to  men.  Those  who  subsequently  settled 
this  country  adopted  it  from  choice.  Their  senti- 
ments and  nabits  were  fashioned  by  the  principles 
of  the  ordinance^  and,  when  admitted  into  the 
Union,  instead  ot  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  impose 
a  restriction  on  them  being  denied,  and  discussed, 
and  seriously  decided,  I  am  warranted  in  saying 
that  the  question  was  never  stirred.  Why  inquire 
into  a  condition  that  was  perfectly  useless,  the 
people  themselves  not  wishing  to  hold  slaves? 
But  this  I  assert,  that  the  people  of  the  States,  cm- 
braced  by  this  ordinance,  when  in  convention, 
considered  themselves  unrestrained,  and  considerea 
the  question  with  an  exclusive  eye  to  its  expe- 
diency. 

The  course,  therefore,  pursued  by  the  Govern- 
ment, under  this  ordinance,  is  not  entitled  to  tiie 
least  weight  as  a  precedent;  but,  if  it  were,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  various  precedents  of  a  directly 
different  character.  The  States  of  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
have  all  been  admitted  wthout  restriction.  To 
what,  then,  does  the  history  of  our  proceedings 
amount?  That,  in  every  instance,  other  thtm 
those  connected  with  the  ordinance,  Congress  has 
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admitted  without  restriction.  Confess  has  never 
before  dared  to  apply  it  to  a  portion  of  country 
where  slaves  were;  in  effect^  where  it  was  to 
amount  to  a  restriction.  It  is,  however,  ursed 
that  conditions  were  imposed  on  Louisiana.  The 
prineipal  part  of  these  were  merely  in  conformity 
to  the  great  principles  of  freedom;  w«re  incorpoH 
rated  in  the  law  in  reference  to  the  peculiar  pco- 

ee  whom  we  werte  about  to  introduce  into  the 
nion — ^people  who  had  before  lived  under  a  dif- 
ferent form  of  government,  and  who  were  sup- 
posed not  sufficiently  versed  in  the  principles  of 
our  Gtovemment ;  and  were  justifiable  only,  if  at 
all,  under  the  power  of  Congress  to  ffuarantj  to 
each  member  of  the  Confederacy  a  Kepubhcan 
form  of  Government  I  doubt,  however,  the  power 
of  Congress  to  impose  them  at  all;  bat  sure  I  am 
that  they  had  no  power  to  restrict  them  as  to  the 
language  which  thev  should  employ  in  promulm- 
tinff  their  laws.  The  best  criterion  to  test  the 
right  of  Congress  to  impose  this  restriction  is,  to 
inquire  by  what  means  will  they  enforce  ob^i- 
ence,  were  Louisiana  to  refuse  a  com|diaDce.  For, 
to  every  legitimate  power,  you  have  the  corres- 
ponding one  of  enforcement.  Where  the  latter  is 
wanting,  the  former  does  not  exist.  This,  I  think,, 
may  be  assumed  as  an  axiom  in  our  Government. 
The  ex^cise,  therefore,  of  this  power  was  without 
right,  and  serves  no  other  purpose  than  to  show 
the  facility  with  which  all  govonments  advance 
in  the  acquisition  of  power.  They  well  may  be' 
likened  to  a  screw:  they  never  retrograde;  every 
acquisition  becomes  a  temptation  to  new  aggres- 
sions, and,  not  unfrequently,  the  means  by  ymich 
they  are  realized.  ^  There  is  one  idea  so  repeatedly 
urged,  that  those  who  entertain  it  must  have  credit 
for  their  sincerity,  and  that  is,  that  we  have  greater 
power  with  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  ac- 
quire territory  than  in  that  originally  a  part  of 
the  United  States. 

By  what  course  of  argument  this  conclusion  is 
urived  at,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover.  There  is 
but  one  distinction  acknowledged  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, between  the  then  existing  States  and  those 
thereafter  to  be  admitted,  and  that  is  confined  to 
the  importation  of  slaves.  This  shows  that,  in  all 
other  respect&^they  were  to  be  on  an  equal  tooting 
with  the  old  States ;  for,  had  not  such  been  the  de- 
sign of  the  Convention,  as  they  discriminated  in 
the  one  case,  they  would  have  done  so  in  every 
particular  where  it  was  intended.  In  addition,  it 
may  be  remarked,  that  in  the  third  clause  of  the 
second  section  of  the  first  article,  the  saine  princi- 

Ce  of  representation,  as  it  regards  slaves,  was  to 
(extended  to  such  States  as  may  be  admitted ; 
S>inting  directly  to  the  clause,  of  course,  that  new 
tates  might  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mbl- 
lbn)  says,  that  we  impose  no  condition ;  but  that 
the  people  of  Missouri,  if  they  accept  it,  impose  it 
on  themselves.  And  he  illustrates  his  idea  by  a 
comparison  of  this  case  with  that  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States.  I  regret  to  find  that  gentlonan 
placinff  the  great  privilege  of  the  people  to  govern 
themsdves  upon  so  humble  a  footing  as  an  equal- 
ity with  a  bank  corporation.    Where  is  the  resem- 


blance? Congress  has  the  right  to  refuse  to  ii^ 
corporate  a  bank;  if,  however,  it  dispenses  fbiB 
privilege,  it  may  impose  what  terms  it  i^eeses.  If 
they  be  acceptable  or  otherwise  none  can  complain. 
But  Congress  is  bound  by  the  Constitution,  in  this 
case,  tosramit  Missouri  into  the  Union :  if  it  rcfoa^ 
it  will  do  an  immeasurable  injury  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  beeause  it  deprives  them  of  the  great  Brrr* 
ilege  of  self^vemment  If  jou  impose  condiuoBB 
as  a  9iM  qua  turn  to  her  admission,  however  aerere 
these  conditions  may  be,  she  mav  possibly,  to  ob^ 
tain  possession  of  the  inestimaUe  blessings  of  bM- 
government, accede  to  them;  but  her  consent  ia 
obtained  by  a  species  of  force.  Justice  claims  of 
power  its  rights— ix>wer  nants  a  part  only,  aad 
requires,  brfore  that  part  be  given,  a  rrii^piish- 
ment  ot  the  remainder.  Is  this  no  condition,  al- 
though justice,  despairing  of  the  wh(^  should 
acqmesc^  m  the  terms  i»>esented  by  power?  It  is 
to  add  any  thing  to  a  propontiofi  ao 


palpaUe.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  sa^ 
this  is  no  restriction,  but  a  blessing.  Let  the  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  decide  for  themselves.  We  da  not 
ask  that  Missouri  shall  admit  slavery.  All  thai 
we  require  is,  that  she  may  decide  for  henelf.  If 
it  be,  as  gentlemen  assert,  a  b&esstng,  what  hare 
you  to  fear  from  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of 
Missouri  ?  You  have  prongnnced  them  capable  of 
sdf-govemment  in  idl  the  important  conoeras  of 
life,  except  in  this  particular ;  why  not  trust  to  her 
discretion  in  this?  Send  out  your  go-carts  of 
pamphlets,  the  substaniies  of  speeches  made  in  the 
Senate;  {U'onounce  before  them  your  <long  jere- 
miads against  slavery — long  as  a  Scotch  corona- 
tion prayer — and  can  you  doubt  the  success  of  yosr 
endeavors  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  skivery 
smM>n9  them?  Why  leap  the  boundaries  of  the 
Constitution  to  force  upon  them  that  which  you 
say  is  a  blessing? 

But,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  aska, 
shall  we  su£&r  Missouri  to  come  into  the  Unicm 
with  this  savage  mark  on  her  countenanee?  I  m- 
peal  to  thai  gentleman  to  know  whether  this  be 
language  to  address  to  an  American  Senate,  eoift- 
posed  equally  of  members  from  States  precisely  in 
the  condition  that  Missouri  would  be  in,  were  she 
to  tolerate  slavery.  Are  these  sentiments  caloo- 
lated  to  cherish  that  harmony  and  affection  so  ea-- 
smtial  to  any  beneficial  results  from  our  Union  ? 
But,  sir,  I  will  not  imitate  this  course,  and  I  will 
strive  to  repress  the  feeling  which  such  remarks 
are  calculated  to  awaken. 

Permit  me  here  to  notice  an  observation  made 
by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (^Mr.  One,) 
who,  in  this  instance,  departed  from  his  usual  ur- 
banity. Were  he  to  visit  Eurone,  he  fears  that, 
on  his  landing,  his  country  being  Known,  hemi^t 
be  upbraided  by  some  Spaniard,  for  example,  who 
might  tell  him  he  was  frpm  the  land  of  hypocrites 
— ^with  freedom  on  their  lips,  and^he  bloody  scourge 
brandishing  in  their  hands.  Would  the  gentleman 
be  without  an  answer?  Might  he  not  say,  how 
dare  you  thus  defame,  you  dave?  Do  you  not  bow 
the  knee  before  the  bloody  sceptre  of  cruelty  and  su- 
perstition? Is  not  the  emblem  of  your  power  the 
whed  of  the  Inquisition  ?  Are  you  not  the  fint  peo- 
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pie  to  have  commenced  the  barbarous  traffic  in 
^▼es?  Are  you  not  the  last  to  surrender  it  ?  Hare 
you  not  reeeired  a  price  to  abandon  it,  and  do  ^ou 
not  at  tlus  time  add  cruelty  to  pcirfidy,  by  pursuW 
it  to  the  utmost  extent  of  which  you  are  capable? 
Should  the  gentleman  extend  his  tour  to  Ennand, 
and  there  meet  with  the  same  accusattbn — ^^ling 
as  he  ought,  and  speaking  as  he  felt — ^would  he  not 
kid^antly  denounce  the  insolenc^e  of  the  slander- 
er, w  telling  him  to  take  the  beam  from  his  own 
€;jne  before  he  attempted  to  remove  the  mote  from 
IiIb  neighbor's.  Might  he  not  ask,  to  whom  are  we  I 
ttdehted  for  slayery  at  all — is  it  not  to  England  ?  | 
Bav«  you  not  been  engaged  for  centuries  in  this 
hmnhfe  traffic,  and  against  the  remonstrance  of  I 
die  pec^le  whom  you  now  abuse?  Did  not  Vir- 1 
guua,  oif  all  the  civilized  world,  first  lift  up  her 
▼oke  against  this  trade?  But  she  lifted  it  in  vain. 
Qam  was  your  object;  yon  weighed  that  against 
tbe  peace  and  happiness  of  both  hemispheres,  and 
accepted  it  as  an  equivalent.  Nor  was  it  yielding 
to  a  momentary  impulse  of  cupidity  or  ignorance 
of  its  moral  consequences.  But  you  pursued  it  for 
eentunes;  and,  although  you  were  warned  by  the 
jrfowing  eloqvence  of  your  Wilberlbrce  and  ]^our 
Ularkson,  who  thundered  in  your  ears  the  sighs 
and  lamentations  of  the  sufifering  victims  of  your 
wickedness^  and  spoke,  like  angels  trumpet-^ongued, 
tbe  deep  damnation  of  your  crimes,  you  turned  a 
deaf  ear,  deaf  as  an  adder,  and  found  your  indnn- 
nity  for  all  this  in  dollars  and  cents.  'Tis  but  yes- 
terday you  ceased;  and  to-day  ^roo  assume  the 
moral  chair,  and  pronounce  hooulies  against  the 
muivoidable  effects  of  your  crimes.  For,  what 
hare  the  American  people  |iot  done?  Have  they 
BoC,  whenever  any  regard  fbr  their  own  peace 
would  permit,  emancipated  the  slave  ?  And  where 
that  was  impracticable,  have  not  the  masters,  by 
their  kindness  and  affection,  deprived  slavery  itself 
of  its  horrors?  Cease,  then,  your  defamation. 
Turn  your  eye  to  ever  jr  region  oi  the  earth  where 
yon  bear  sway,  and,  when  you  shall  have  relieved 
llie  wretched  and  oppressed,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
pgesame  to  preach  reformation  to  others.  With 
sack  materials  as  these,  delineated  by  his  masterly 
hand^  the  Uush  he  dreaded  on  his  own  account 
ttkriit  be  transferred  to  the  accuser. 

fiut  both  the  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Hampshire  have  called  to  thdr  aid  the  Dee- 
lan^ioii  of  independence,  and  the  sacred  principles 
it  consecrates.  What  has  that  to  do  with  this 
goea^on?  Who  were  the  parties— the  slaves  ?  No. 
Did  davery  not  exist  in  every  State  of  the  Union 
at  the  moment  of  its  promulgation?  Did  it  enter 
intd  any  human  mind  that  it  had  the  least  refer- 
eoee  to  this  species  of  population  ?  Is  there  not  at 
^present  moment  slaves  in  the  very  States firom 
which  we  hear  these  novel  doctrines? 

How  has  it  happened  that  these  doctrines  have 
slept  tffl  this  moment?  Where  were  they  at  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  in  which  slavery  is 
vecogttised,  and  the  property  guarantied  by  an 
^xpttsa  clause  ?  And  shall  we,  the  mere  creatures 
of  that  instrument,  presume  to  question  its  author- 
ity? To  evcfy  otner  sanction  imposed  by  ourl 
sUaatkm,  is  the  solemn  oath  that  we  will  support  I 


it.  Where  are  ^e  consciences  of  gentlemen  who 
hold  this  language?  But  they  assure  us  that  they 
do  not  mean  to  touch  this  property  in  the  old 
States.  What,  this  eternal,  and,  as  they  say,  im- 
mutable principle,  consecrated  by  this  famous  in- 
strument, and  in  support  of  which  we  have  ap- 
pealed to  God,  is  to  nave  no  obligatory  force  on 
the  very  parties  who  made  it,  but  attaches  in- 
stantly you  cross  the  Mississippi !  What  kind  of 
ethics  is  this  that  is  bounded  by  latitude  and  longi- 
tude, which  is  inoperative  on  the  left,  but  is  om- 
nipotent on  the  rient  ^nk  of  a  rirer  ?  Such  doc- 
trines are  weil  calculated  to  excite  our  solicitude; 
for,  although  the  gentlemen,  who  now  hold  it,  are 
»nce]%  in  their  declarations,  and  mean  to  content 
themselves  with  a  friumph  in  this  controver^, 
what  security  have  we  that  others  will  not  apply 
it  to  the  South  generally?  This,  sir,  is  no  lon^ 
matter  of  speculation ;  you  have  heard  the  doctnne 
contended  for  already  not  at  cross  roads,  or  in  the 
city  taverns,  but  in  tne  legislative  hall  of  a  State. 
When  it  shall  he  resorted  to  l^  lac^n,  who  can 

Eretend  to  pesoribe  its  limits?  Every  page  of 
istory  is  full  of  melancholy  prooft  of  the  feeble- 
ness of  that  security,  which  reposes  upon  the  mode- 
ration of  the  ambitiou8«and  designing.  The  means 
are  always  made  to  yield  to  the  end.  I,  therefore, 
heard  the  doctrine  with  unmixed  regret.  I  fear  it 
is  che  beginning  of  new  counseb,  whose  disastroas 
effects  no  one  can  foresee. 

Sir,  there  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  I 
wish  to  present  to  the  Senate  j  if  you  have  the 
pretended  power,  why  not  exercise  it  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  only  legitimate  mode,  by  making  ft  the 
subject  of  legislative  enactment?  Why  seek^  by 
compact  with  Missouri,  to  bolster  your  authority? 
If  you  have  the  power,  is  her  consent  necessary? 
If  you  have  it  not,  can  that  consent  give  it  you? 
What  should  we  think  of  any  man,  wh^  the 
bankrupt  law  was  undar  consid^tioD,  if  he  wane 
to  proix>se,  bdbre  he  acted,  to  obtain  the  consent 
of  one  or  more  of  the  States  ?  And  yet  it  would  be 
as  rational  as  in  the  present  case,  supposing  you 
have  the  authority,  to  require  the  consent  of  Mis- 
souri to  give  it  effect. 

But  the  principal  feature  in  a  legislative  act  is, 
that  it  is  in  the  power  of  our  successors  to  change 
it ;  here,  on  the  contrary,  you  seek  to  make  tne 
regulation  immortal.  The  Cbnsdtution  itself  con- 
tahis  a  principle  of  alteration,  so  as  to  adapt  itself 
to  the  progress  of  htnnan  affietirs,  and  yet  you  place 
a  legislative  actheyond  all  human  poWer  of  change 
or  modification.  (  will  forbear  any  ftirther  re- 
marks ^n  this  hanch  of  the  subject^  and  proceed 
in  the  order  I  proposed.  I  will  now  inqnire  whe- 
ther, by  treaty,  we  are  not  restrained  fr<Hn  restrict- 
ing-Missouri?  By  the  third  clause  of  the  treaty, 
by  which  we  acquired  this  country,  the  inhara- 
tants  are  to  be  incorporated,  &c. 

I  consider  it  not  of  moment  to  inquire,  whether 
their  admission,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  rdfates  to  the  time  or  the 
terms  of  such  admission,  because  they  are,  when 
admitted,  to  enjoy  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
immunities,  of  American  citizens,  An  attempt 
has  been  made  to  discriminate  betwe^  Federal 
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and  State  rights  in  a  celebrated  tract  denominated 
"  The  Substance  of  Two  Speeches,"  &c.  For  my 
part  I  hare  been  utterly  unable  to  comprehend  the 
meaning  of  the  author.  Does  he  mean  to  assert 
that  there  may  be  one  or  more  citizens  entitled  to 
Federal  privileges  and  not  to  State  privileges? 
On  the  converse,  to  me  it  has  always  appear^  as 
not  admitting  of  a  question,  that  these  were  in- 
dissolubly  united  in  ai^  American  citizen.  A  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  must  be  a  citizen  of  some 
one  of  the  States,  and,  as  such,  entitled-  to  every 
right  or  privilege  secured  by  the  Federal  or  State 
government.  If  there  be  any  right  pertaining  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  it  is  that  of  fashion- 
ing their  Grovernment  according  to  their  own  will 
and  pleasure.  This  ri^ht  was,  therefore,  secured 
by  compact  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  in 
question,  and  anv  attempt  to  impair  or  abridge  it, 
18  in  violation  or  that  treaty.  In  the  same  tract  it 
is  said,  slaves  are  not  pnmerty;  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  frankly  admits 
that  this  is  an  unwarrantable  assertion,  and  such 
must  be  the  award  of  all  mankind.  Did  not  both 
the  contracting  parties  recognise  slaves  as  prop- 
erty? Were  mey  not  known  to  abound  in  the 
territory  ceded,  and  constituting  the  largest  pro- 
portion of  the  property  of  the  people  ?  Is  it  con- 
sistent with  reason  to  suppose  that,  when  such 
care  was  taken  to  secure  tne  people  pf  the  terri- 
tory in  the  undisturbed  enjoyment  of  their  property, 
the  principal  part  was  intended  to  be  excluded  ? 
It  is  mortifying  to  have  to  contend  widi  such  a 
shadow.  Tne  whole  territory  ceded  was  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union.  The  letter  of  the  treaty 
required  that  it  should  have  been  admitted  as  a 
whole.  You  thought  proper  to  divide  it ;  but  you 
suffered  the  Louisiana  part  to  come  in  without 
restriction  in  this  resard.  Upon  what  principle 
can  yon  reconcile  with  good  faith  the  distinction, 
you  now  set  up  between  Missouri  and  Louisiana? 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis) 
advances  the  proposition,  that,  were  this  a  con- 
onered  country.  Congress  might  impose  what  terms 
tney  please:  one,  instead  of  two  Senators;  and, 
in  short,  whatever  modification  it  pleased.  As 
this  is  a  question  which  for  the  present  may  be 
said,  in  law  language,  to  be  coram  non  jtuUce^  and 
as  we  have  our  hands  full  without  it,  I  shaU  not 
discuss  it  I  shall  dismiss  it  by  denying  its  truth, 
and  declaring  that  it  is  essential,  in  all  cases,  no 
matter  by  w&it  method  the  territory  mayr  be  ac- 
quired, whenever  it  becomes  incorporated  into  the 
Union,  it  must  be,  in  the  language  of  all  our  pre- 
cedents, on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  in  all  respects  whatsoever.  It  is  asked, 
who  are  the  parties  to  the  treaty,  and  who  is  there 
to  punish  its  mfraction  ?  Why  propound  this  ques- 
tion ?  The  honor  of  the  American  people  is  the 
ffuaranty  of  its  faithful  execution.  Our  own  bre- 
Siren  have  become  interested  in  its  execution,  for 
they  have  mingled  with  the  original  inhabitants ; 
thev  are  entitled  to  the  most  liboral  interpretation 
of  the  treaty,  as  well  on  the  score  of  national  law 
ts  the  principles  of  justice  and  a  liberal  and  en- 
lightened policy.  The  gentleman  from  Massaohu- 
satts,  in  Illustrating  his  views  of  the  powers  of 


Congress  on  this  subject,  has  in(|uired,  whether 
Congress  could  not  exclude  a  religious  sect  from, 
inhabiting  the  intended  State,  the  principles  of 
whose  faith  were  unfriendly  to  population;,  an 
example  of  which  he  furnished  in  the  ShaJun|^ 
duakers?  Whatever  else  may  be  said  of  this 
view,  it  will  at  least  be  entitled  to  the  credit  of 
candor.  It,  without  disguise,  diq>lays  the  unde- 
finable  and  unconstitutional  power  now  asserted ; 
it  assumes  that  Congress  has  a  right  to  regulate 
their  whole  internal  polity;  for,  if  their  rdigion 
and  their  connexion  by  matrimony  are  just  sub- 
jects of  Congressional  authority,  what  subject  of 
social  regulation  would  lie  beyond  the  reach  of 
their  control  ?  "^  . 

Lest  I  weary  you,  sir,  I  will  now  proceed  to  the 
last  branch  of  this  interesting  subjec^  which  I  pro- 
posed to  discuss:  Is  it  expecuent  or  just? 

The  first  objection  that  presents  itself  is  its  im* 
measurable  injustice.  By  whom  was  the  country 
acquired  ?  By  the  common  treasqre  of  every  part 
of  the  Union,  and  by  the  exclusive  counsels  of  that 
portion  which  you  seek  tp  interdict  by  your  mea- 
sure. Yes,  sir,  I  say  the  exclusive  counsels.  The 
opposition  which  was  made  to  the  treaty  by  which 
we  acquired  it,  is  too  recent  and  top  notorious  to 
recjuire  proof.  Nay,  sir,  so  inveterate  is  the  oppo- 
sition, that  we  have  a  portion  of  its  leaven  mixigled 
with  the  present  discussion,  l^he  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  has  told  us  that  we  acquired  it  by 
treaty  with  a  man  who  has  become  a  private  gen- 
tleman, an4  who  had  no  titl^  himself.  A  country 
th^us  acquired,  of  boundless  extent,  is  to  be  shot 
against  us.  Were  our  opponents  not  under  the 
influence  of  an  insatiable  ambition,  they  would 
content  themselves  with  the  enjoyment  of  a  large 
and  disproportionate  share  of  this  country,  to 
which  tney  would  exclusively  succeed,  independ- 
ently of  any  legal  regulation  on  this  subject.  This 
is  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  when  we  take  as  our 
guide  tl^e  history  of  our  own  country,  which  fur- 
nishes indubitable  proof  that  slaves,  to  any  con- 
siderable number,  are  n^ver  seen  beyond  a  given 
parallel  of  latituae.  When  you  cast  your  eye  oa 
the  map  of  the  country  in  question,  it  is  palpable 
that  much  the  largest  portion  would  never  be  oc- 
cupied by  a  slave.  Why,  are  they  not  content 
with  this  great  natural  advantage?  Can  yoa 
bring  your  minds  to  believe  that  we  shall  sit  qui- 
etly under  this  act  of  iniquity,  as  insulting  as  It  is 
injurious?  Sir.  no  portion  of  the  United  States 
has  been  more  loyal  than  the  South.  Amid  all 
the  vicissitudes  oi  party  and  the  violence  of  fac- 
tion~4n  peace  and  in  war — in  good  and  in  evil 
report — ^we  have  respected  the  laws,  and  rallied 
around  the  Constitution  and  the  Union.  To  the 
Union  we  have  looked,  as  the  ark  of  our  salvation 
and  the  resting-place  of  our  hopes.  Is  this  your 
reward  far  our  loyalty?  Sir^  there  is  a  point 
where  submission  becomes  a  crime,  and  resistance 
a  virtue.  In  despotic  countries  even  the  despot  is 
obliged  to  keep  some  terms  with  his  subiects :  in 
free  States  you  more  readily  arrive  at  the  point 
to  which  I  allude.  Beware  now  you  touch  it,  in 
regard  to  the  South !  Our  people  are  as  brave  as 
they  are  loyal.    They  can  endure  any  thing  iHit 
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insult.  The  moment  you  pass  the  Ruhicon,  they 
-will  redeem  their  much-ahused  character;  tbey 
wiU  throw  back  upon  you  your  insolence  and  your 
aggression.  But  let  us  suppose  they  will  quietly 
siobmit  to  the  wrongs  you  inflict,  what  must  he 
their  fedings  friendly  to  union — to  that  harmony 
so  essen^  to  our  common  prosperity  ?  What  is 
the  foundation  of  our  connexion  ^  The  Federal 
eompact.  He  must,  indeed,  be  profoundly  igno- 
rant of  human  nature,  if  he  suppose  the  Union  re- 
poses on  such  a  foundation.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  com- 
mon interest^  and  those  kind  and  affectionate  sen- 
timents which  the  preservation  by  a  parental 
goYtnunent  of  that  interest  generates,  form  its 
prop  and  security.  Withdraw  these,  you  may  pre- 
serre  the  form,  but  the  vital  part  is  gone.  To 
what  end  do  you  encounter  this  great  risk?  To 
ezehide  davery  from  Missouri  ?  That  cannot  be 
your  object.  .  You  have  slaves  there  already. 
These,  you  say,  you  do  not  mean  to  touch.  The 
principie,  then,  is  given  up ;  the  stock  they  have 
already  there  will  multiply  and  fill  the  land. 

But  we  are  gravely  told,  and  upon  it  all  the 
changes  have  been  rung  to  excite  the  prejudices  of 
Che  non-slaveholding  States,  that  the  political  in- 
fluence resulting  from  the  slaves  which  will  be 
carried  to  this  country-,  is  the  principal  ground  of 
objection  to  Missouri's  coming  in  without  restric- 
tion. You  reduce,  say  they,  the  white  man  to  an 
eqoality  with  the  slave.  What  sophistry  is  this ! 
Will  not  the  slave  have  the  same  influence  in 
Georgia  or  Virginia  as  in  Missouri  ?  His  removal 
to  the  ktter  State  is  in  no  wav  to  increase  it.  But 
they  will,  we  are  told,  multiply  faster  in  Missouri 
than  in  the  old  States.  Mark  the  dilemma  in 
which  gentlemen  are  placed;  at  one  time  they 
weep  over  the  condition  of  the  slave ;  their  tender 
aouls  are  overflowing  with  kindness  and  compas- 
sion to  their  sufferings.  To  ameliorate  their  con- 
dition is  their  professed  object.  What  course  do 
they  pursue  to  accomplish  it?  To  pen  them  up, 
as  my  honorable  friend  from  North  Carolina  has 
justly  remarked^  and  cut  them  off  from  those  ben- 
efits which  avrait  them  in  a  new  and  fertile  coun- 
try, the  enjoyment  of  which  produces  that  increase 
they  so  much  affect  to  dread.  Let  us  hear  no 
more  of  humanity — it  is  profaning  the  term.  Their 
object  is  power.  They  assume  the  mask  of  hu- 
manity for  the  purpose  of  seducing  tender  con- 
adenees,  and  they,  as  far  as  their  policy  can  effect 
it,  devote  the  very  beings  whose  welfare  they  pre- 
tend to  urge  as  a  reason  for  the  measure  of  which 
we  so  justly  complain.  Yes,  humanity  is  their 
motto.  The  interest,  the  peace,  the  happiness  of 
die  whites,  form  with  them  the  dust  of  the  balance ; 
iheir  affections  are  alive  only  to  the  condition  of 
the  slave  They  speak  of  their  measures  with 
great  deliberation,  and  invite  us  to  be  calm.  They 
are  zht  off  while  this  new  drama  is  performing. 
Turn  out  comedy  or  tragedy,  they  are  equally  un- 
•alleeted.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  to  be  involved 
in  the  catastrophe.  It  is  not  left  to  us  to  stand 
aloof  as  mere  spectators.  We  shall  have  to  act  a 
part.  We  may  lose,  but  cannot  sain.  We  fur- 
nish Che  stakes ;  and  they  are  noming  less  than 
the  vital  interests  of  our  eoun^.    The  gentleman 


from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  has  been  edifying 
in  his  suggestions  as  to  what  we  are  to  fear  trom 
St.  Donungo,  unless  we  adopt  his  counsels.  The 
mention  of  St.  Domingo  calls  up  a  train  of  un- 
pleasant recollections.  Its  history  is  replete. v^th 
mstructive  lessons  upon  this  subject.  Let  us  alone, 
and  we  have  nothing  to  fear.  It  is  your  pretended 
solicitude  for  our  welfare  that  constitutes  our  dan- 
^.  It  is  the  doctor,  and  not  the  disease,  we 
dread.  Yes,  sir,  the  peudo  friends  of  humanity, 
in  prance,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  effects  of 
their  own  policy,  in  the  spirit  of  fanaticism  issued 
the  celebrated  decree  that  involved  the  fate  of  that 
devoted  island.  Its  caption  was  "  liberty  and  equal- 
ity." It  no  sooner  reached  its  object  than  the 
bands  of  society  were  dissolved.  Monsters  stalked 
over  the  face  of  this  wretched  country,  and  their 
footsteps  were  every  where  traced  by  conflacpra- 
tion,  and  rapine,  and  murder,  and  lust,  and  allthe 
unutterable  horrors  which  the  most  ferocious  i 


sions,  coupled  with  unbridled  power,  could  inflict. 
The  few  wretched  survivors,  who  fled  before  the 
fury  of  the  storm,  carried  to  every  part  of  Christen- 
dom their  tale  of  suffering  and  of  woe,  which,  by 
its  irresistible  pathos,  drew  tears  of  pity  from  every 
eye.  But,  where  or  when  has  it  been  known  that 
fanaticism  has  paused  to  reflect  on  consequences? 
Experience,  the  lessons  of  prudence  and  of  cau- 
tion, are  presented  jto  it  in  vain.  But,  sir,  let  us 
analyze  this  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, if,  indeed,  argument  it  may  be  called. 
If,  says  he,  you  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  the 
emissaries  of  St.  Domingo  will  penetrate  this  in- 
terior region,  and  preach  the  doctrines  of  insurrec- 
tion. Indeed !  If,  then,  according  to  the  Ic^ic  of 
this  gentleman,  the  slaves  be  retained  in  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  to  which  the  access  is  the  most  easy, 
and  swell  to  a  disproportionate  number,  we  have 
nothing  to  apprehend ;  but,  if  removed  to  the  in- 
terior, and  so  diffused  as  to  be  entirely  outnumbered 
by  the  white  population,  then,  and  not  till  then, 
are  we  in  danger.  Can  any  thing  be  necessary 
to  refute  a  proposition,  when  to  state  it  is  to  de- 
stroy it? 

But  gentlemen  defend  the  course  they  pursue,  on 
the  ground  of  charity  and  benevolence  to  this  un- 
fortunate species  ot  population.  Charity,  sir,  in 
its  just  sense,  is  one  of  the  first  of  virtues ;  it  bears 
upon  its  face  the  impress  of  its  celestial  birth ;  it 
prompts  the  man,  at  the  expense  of  his  own  com- 
forts, to  give  food  to  the  hungry  and  clothing  to 
the  naked.  If  his  scanty  means  deny  him  this 
privilege,  he  acts  the  good  Samaritan — ^pours  balm 
m  the  wound,  and  binds  up  the  broken  heart.  His 
reward  is  ample  here  and  hereafter,  tiere,  in  the 
uplifWd  and  thankful  eye  of  v^etchedness  re- 
lieved ',  there,  it  is  a  ministering  an^  at  the  throne 
of  eternal  justice.  But  that  charity  which  seeks 
to  ^tify  itself  at  the  expense  of  another ;  which 
subjects  the  actor  to  no  sacrifice,  to  no  danger^  is 
mere  hypocrisy — ^it  is  the  rductant  homage  which 
vice  pays  to  virtue.    In  which  predicament  my 

Xnents  stand !  It  is  my  prop^nr  they  seek  to 
;  it  is  my  peace,  my  safety,  my  happiness,  that 
are  put  to  hazard.  I  exempt  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Otis)  from  any  part  of  these 
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allusions :  he  haa  fta&kly  told  us  that  he  is  actuated 
by  no  benevolent  consideration ;  he  justifies  his 
course  on  the  score  of  policy. 

We  are  continually  cqproached  with  having  on 
our  side  every  advantage  from  the  Union ;  that 
we  have  contrived  to  gain  an  unjust  portion  of 
power  through  our  slaves,  and  have  ^i:ven  in  return 
no  equivalent.  Let  us  analyze  this  ehar^,  and 
test  its  justness.  According  to  the  principles  of 
those  who  hold  all  men  equal^  it  is  we  who  have 
made  the  sacrifice,  rather  than  ^ned  an  advan- 
tage, in  the  ratio  of  representation,  as  it  r^p;ards 
our  slaves.  In  subo^tting  to  the  deduction  oftwo- 
fifths  of  this  species  of  population,  we  have  sur- 
rendered precisely  thatpro^rtion  of  our  just  claims. 
Indei>endent  sovereignties,  entering  into  Federal 
association,  agree  that  their  voice  in  Union 
shall  depend  on  their  relative  numbers.  What 
right  has  one  of  the  p^tiesto  in<;uire  into  the  con- 
dition of  any  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  another  ? 
That  is  an  affiiir  exclusivdy  belonging  to  the  con- 
tracting sovereign.  In  the  spirit  of  compromise, 
however,  the  sacrifice  was  submitted  to.  Gentle- 
men say  they  do  not  mean  to  disturb  it  Why 
harp  continually  upon  it  ?  Is  it  to  instil  incurable 
hostilities  into  the  body  politic;  to  array  one 
portion  of  the  United  States  afunst  another?  The 
parties  heretofore  existing  in  uie  United  States,  for- 
midable as  they  ware.  especiall]f  at  one  tioie,  lost 
all  capacity  for  miscniei  by  bein^  broken  up  in 
fra^ents.  Each  State,  each  neighborhood,  was 
more  or  less  divided ;  and  th^eby  the  force  a:nd 
effect  of  their  violence  was  renckred  comparatively 
harmless.  Such  will  not  be  the  case  when  you 
divide  by  latitudes.  In  their  collbions,  the  Union 
will  shake  to  its  foundations.  The  g^tleman 
from  New  Jersey,  on  another  subject,  expressed  a 
partiality  for  parties ;  their  existence  he  supposes 
essential  to  the  health  of  the  political  body.  Beine 
myself  fond  of  cahn,  I  am  willing  to  dispense  with 
thi^  altogeth^.  His  views  might  possibly  be 
correct,  could  you  regulate  its  extent  as  does  the 
doctor  his  means  by  drachms  and  scruples.  But 
I  fear,  sir,  if  I  am  not  greatly  deceived  by  the  signs 
of  the  times,  that  this  gentleman  will  luive  to  ac- 
knowledge, by  melancholy  experience,  that  his 
remedy  has  of  itself  become  a  dreadful  disease. 
But,  sir,  I  have  wandered  from  the  point,  which 
is — that  we  have  an  advantage  for  which  we  have 

fiven  no  equivalent  No.  Take  it  for  granted, 
owever,  tbat  it  is  a  favor,  (our  ratio  of  represent 
tation.)  and  not  a  sacrifice.  Do  we  not  pay  in 
solid  DuUion  for  it  ?  Is  not  taxation  directly  in 
proportion  to  our  representation  ?  But  is  this  all  ? 
What  have  we  not  done  for  the  navigating;  interest, 
and  for  the  manufactures  of  our  Eastern  orethren? 
Three  years  past,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  latter, 
did  we  not  unanimously  pass  a  law,  in  conformity 
to  their  wishes,  which  interdicted  the  intercourse 
between  this  country  and  the  British  West  India 
islands  in  British  ships,  with  a  view  to  the  enoour- 
^ement  of  the  shipping  interest  of  the  East? 
Have  we  not  also  passed  a  navigation  act,  at  their 
instance ;  and,  in  snort,  have  we  not  done  what- 
ever we  have  been  rei|uested  to  do  which  could 
lead  to  their  advantage  m  this  regard  ?    Had  the 


South  been  influenced  only  bv  the  sordid  collide- 
ration  of  their  own  interest,  tney  would  have  been 
content  to  employ  the  cheapest  carriers,  whether 
alien  or  domestic  They  were  influenced  hj  a 
more  magnanimous  policy*  We  held  our  brothers- 
of  the  East,  as  ourselves,  and,  in  promotii^  thm 
particular  interest^  at  our  immediate  sacrifice)  we 
looked  at  the  subject  in  a  national  point  of  view 
only.  And,  although  a  continual  clamor  has  been 
kept  up  aeainst  us  upon  the  subject  of  manulae- 
tures,  yet  tne  laws  which  have  been  passed  for  their 
encouragement  indicate  the  very  literal  feelings  of 
the  Souui  upon  this  subject,  not  to  say  ULfeximr- 
agant  partiality.  In  the  opposition  which  has^ 
taken  place  to  the  unreasonable  donands  (or.  at 
least,  so  esteemed  by  many)  made  by  the  man^nio- 
turin^  interest,  no  hostihty  to  the  North  or  East 
mingles  therewith:  it  results  from  a  convictioii 
that  a  system,  which  can  be  sustained  only  by  tax- 
ing extravagantly  the  productive  labor  of  ^ 
country,  cannot  be  founded  in  a  proper  regard  to 
the  suggestions  of  true  political  economy. 

We  are  asked,  why  has  Virginia  changed  her 
policy  relative  to  slavery  ?  That  the  sentiments 
of  our  most  distinguished  men  thirty  years  paat 
aitirely  corresponded  with  the  course  which  the 
friends  of  restriction  now  advocate ;  that  1^.  Jef- 
ferson has  delineated  a  gloomy  picture  ofthebane- 
ful  effects  of  slavery  ;*  and  that  the  Virffinia  dc^ 
gation.  one  of  whom  was  the  late  President  oi^ke 
Unitea  States,  voted  for  the  restriction  oa  ^e 
Northwestern  Territory.  When  it  is  reeoUec^ 
that  the  Notes  of  Mr.  Jefferson  were  writlen  duriar 
the  progress  of  the  Revolution,  the  mind  operated 
upon  by  its  incidents,  as  noVel  as  stupendous,  it  is 
no  matter  of  surprise  that  the  writer,  who  was 
performing  so  distinguished  a  part,  should  have 
imbibed  a  large  portion  of  that  enthumsm  whiok 
such  an  occasion  was  so  well  calculated  to 
produce. 

With  the  eye  of  benevolence,  surveying  the 
condition  c^  mankind,  and  a  h<^  zeal  for  ^bB 
amelioration  of  their  condition,  he  gave  Teat  to 
his  feelings  in  the  effusion  to  wnich  ouar  attentioa 
has  been  called.  It  is  palpable  these  are  the  illu- 
sions of  fancy.  Sad  reality  has  since  taught  him, 
as  his  example  shows,  that  the  evil  over  which  he 
wept  is  incurable  by  human  means.  By  whidi 
will  you  be  influenced,  the  undisciplined  efiiisioas 
of  a  benevolent  heart,  or  the  sober  suggestions  of 
cool  deliberations,  and  ripened  judgznent  ?  As  to 
the  consent  of  the  Virginia  ddegation  to  the  re- 
striction in  question,  whether  the  result  of  a  dispo- 
sition to  restrain  the  ^ave  trade  indirecdy,  or  the 
influenceof  that  enthusiasm  to  which  I  have  jostal^ 
luded ;  or,  as  is  said  by  some,  a  political  measure  to 
counteract  certain  schemes  then  going  on,  whoae 
object  was,  according  to  the  ruaior  of  the  day,  a 
severance  of  the  Union,  it  is  now  not  important  to 
decide.  We  have  witnessed  its  efiects.  What 
might  have  been  speculation  before  is  now  mattar 
of  experience.  The  liberality  of  Virffinia,  or  as 
the  result  may  prove,  her  folly,  whicn  submitted 


*  Mr.  King,  hi  a  speech  lubeeqaeBtly   delivevedy. 
stated  that  Mr.  JefierMo  first  suggested  the  restriction* 
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to,  or,  if  yoQ  will,  proposed  this  measure,  has 
€f?a[itiiated  in  effects  which  speak  a  monitory  les- 
son. How  is  the  representation  from  this  quarter 
ea  the  present  question  ?  Vi^inia  is  constrained 
to  ery  out.  And  you,  too,  my  children !  I  appeal 
to  the  Senators  from  that  quarter — to  their  hlial 
diection,  and  ecmjure  them,  hy  the  kindness  we 
JiaTe  shown  them,  to  arrest  the  unfeeling  injustice 
meditaied  against  us.  Did  we  not  give  you  the 
laad  which  now  constitutes  your  home,  and  which 
you  liken,  in  your  own  langua^,  to  a  Paradise  ? 
Did  we  not  protect  you  in  your  infancy  ?  Did  we 
not  arrest  the  policy  of  the  Bast,  which  sought  to 
Hatter  your  mighty  river,  for  no  matter  what  pur- 
pose, whether  disunion  or  to  repress  your  growth  ? 
Did  we  not  place  you  by  our  side  in  this  and  the 
oth^  hall,  and  impart  to  you  the  high  privileges 
of  self-government  7  You  have  now  become  pow-. 
^fol:  will  you,  in  the  first  moment  we  have  ever 
scdidted  your  aid,  abandon  us  and  go  over  to  the 
enemy?  Will  you  surrender  youreelves  to  the 
seductive  influence  of  an  envious  step-mother,  who 
sotwht  to  strangle  you  in  your  infancy?  Dare 
yoolift  your  pc^ricidal  hands  against  your  natural 
psfent?  In  the  face  of  the  most  unpromising 
syBontoms,  I  will  continue  to  hope  better  thing^. 

We  have  heard  much  of  the  moral  and  political 
effects  of  slavery.  Instead  of  the  picture  furnished 
by  theorists  and  enthusiasts  on  this  subject,  let  us. 
consult  the  testimony  of  history  from  the  first  to 
the  present  aee.  In  the  master  States  of  antiquity, 
Qreece  and  Rome,  it  existed  in  its  worst  form. 
And  yet,  such  was  the  march  of  the  human  mind, 
in  these  distinguished  Republics,  in  all  that  was 
ennobling  in  mmals  atid  science,  that  it  continued 
to  shine  through  the  long  eclipse  of  interposing 
darkness.  And  in  the  modem  world  the  lamps  of 
science  and  of  liberty  were  lighted  up  from  its  yet 
unexpired  embers.  I  will  not  pretend  to  retouch 
the  picture  delineated  by  the  masterly  hand  of  my 
distinguished  friend  from  Maryland.  His  glowing 
and  sublime  eloquence,  the  exclusive  companion 
of  superior  genius,  lifW  the  curtain  which  sepa- 
rates US' from  past  aees,  and  caused  to  pass  in  re- 
view the  heroes  of  Marathon,  Salamis,  and  Ther- 
mopyhe— splendid  achievements^  that  lose  nothing 
m  c<nnparison  with  all  that  has  since  intervened. 
If  you  descend  to  modern  times,  the  result  of  ex- 
perience in  our  own  country  is  no  less  oj^iosed  to 
the  sug|;estions  of  theory.  I  will  not  enter  into 
the  invidious  task  of  contrasting  the  South  with 
the  North.  How  disastrous  must  be  that  question 
whose  discussion  permits  a  member  of  this  body, 
in  recoontine  the  splendid  monuments  of  Ameri- 
can skill  and  bravery,  to  content  himself  with 
naming  Buid[er's  Hill,  Bennington,  and  Sarato^ ! 
Ccfuld  not  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampsmre 
permit  his  national  feelings  to  survive  so  long  as 
to  have  recounted  the  Cowpens,  King's  Mountain, 
Guilford,  Eutaw,  York,  and,  finally,  the  victory 
of  New  Orleans,  whose  memory  will  live  co-ex- 
tensively  wi^  the  flood  on  whose  margin  it  was 
achieved  ?  Why  this  invidious  distinction  ?  Does 
the  honorable  gentleman  imagine  I  take  less  inte- 
rest in  indulging  my  pleasing  recollection  of  the 
iwowess  of  my  country  in  the  first  than  in  the  last  ? 


No,  they  were  my  countrymen ;  the  fame  they 
acquired  was  a  common  stock ;  my  portion  of  the 
inheritage  I  will  not  surrender. 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  suppo^,  that  in  the 
abstract  I  am  advocating  slavery  ?  Like  all  other 
human  things,  it  is  mixed  with  good  and  evil— 
the  latter,  no  doubt,  preponderating. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Mel- 
len)  tells  us,  he  is  legislating  for  after  ages.  His 
view  disdains  the  limited  horizon  of  the  present. 
Poor  arrogant  man,  not  content  to  act  well  his 

Eart  in  the  little  span  assigned  him  by  his  Creator, 
e  builds  his  mole-hill,  and  challenges  immortality 
for  his  labors !  A  few  revolving  years,  they  afe 
erased  with  the  same  facility  as  are  the  characters 
by  the  flood,  on  whose  sandy  margin  they  have 
been  inscribed.  Tell  me  at  what  pure  fountain  of 
knowledge  have  you  drunk  in  the  noly  inspiration 
which  enables  you  to  4[>enetrate  the  dark  cloud 
which  hangs  on  the  future,  and  to  adapt  your  coun- 
sels to  the  endless  vicissitudes  of  human  affidrs? 
Satisfy  me  on  this,  before  I  surrender  present  hap- 
piness. I  {^i  you  have  commenced  this  diMant  - 
voyage  undor  the  most  unhallowed  au^ices.  You 
violate  the  Constitution ;  you  trample  under  feet 
the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation ;  you  do  an  im- 
measurable act  of  injustice  to  one  naif  of  the  na- 
tion ;  you  lay  the  foundation  of  incurable  hatred ; 
and  all  this  for  consequences  which  none  can  see, 
but  that  Providence,  in  whose  hands  is  the  destiny 
of  nations.  Sir,  reflections  of  this  kind  call  up  a 
fearful  subject  of  contemplation.  Your  Grovem- 
ment,  upon  its  present  scale,  is  as  yet  but  an  ex- 
periment. While  the  people  are  virtuous,  it  may 
equal  all  our  fond  hopes  and  anticipations;  but 
wnen  it  shall  reach  from  ocean  to  ocean^  become 
populated  to  excess,  and  noverty  and  vice  shdl 
nave  shed  their  baneful  influence ;  whoi  materiab 
of  this  kind  shall  be  subjected  to  the  intrigues  of 
the  wicked  and  ambitious ;  who,  judeing  even  from 
the  present  time,  is  sanguine  enough  to  hope  that 
we  alone  are  to  be  exempt  from  the  calaimties,  to 
which  man  has  been  bom  heir  ?  Who  can  pretend 
to  predict  that  the  present  order  of  things  will  be 
able  to  ride  out  the  storm  ?  And  if,  oonrorming  to 
all  human  things,  we,  too,  shall  experience  adver- 
sity— ^if  this  last  hope  of  afflicted  hmnanity  shall, 
as  the  precursor  of  its  final  doom,  be  rent  in  twain, 
what  then  will  be  the  fruits  of  your  policy  ?  On 
this  side  the  Mississippi  a  Uack  population,  on  the 
other  a  white.  The  latter,  you  tell  us,  is  feeble, 
inadequate  to  its  own  defence;  we  present  only  a 
temptatio^i  to  conquest.  Instead  of^  presenting  a 
rampart,  you  have  surrendered  us,  by  your  pohcy, 
an  unresisting  |Hrey  to  our  now  hostile  neighbors. 
It  may  perhaps  b&  consistent  with  retributive  jus- 
tice that,  our  country  overrun,  you  in  turn  may 
severely  leel  the  terrible  efiects  of  your  present  in- 
justice. Let  me  conjure  the  goitleman  to  return 
from  his  distant  vo3rage,  and  unite  with  us  in  con- 
sultincf  the  happiness  of  the  present  generation. 
Whetoer  slavery  was  ordained  by  Gk>d  nimself  in 
a  particular  revelation  to  his  chosen  people,  or  whe- 
ther it  be  merely  permitted  as  a  part  of^that  moral 
evil  which  seems  to  be  the  inevitable  portion  of 
man,  are  questions  I  will  not  approach :  I  leave 
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•them  to  the  casuists  and  the  divines.  It  is  suffi- 
>cient  for  us.  as  statesmen,  to  know  that  it  has  ex- 
isted from  tne  earliest  ages  of  the  world,  and  that 
•to  us  has  been  ^ssicned  such  a  portion  as,  in  refer- 
•ence  to  their  number  and  the  various  considera- 
tions resulting  from  a  change  of  their  condition, 
no  remedy,  even  plausible,  has  been  suggested, 
thoujgh  wisdom  and  benevolence  united  have  un- 
ceasingly brooded  over  the  subject. 

However  dark  and  inscrutable  may  be  the  ways 
of  heaven,  who  is  he  that  arro^ntly  presumes  to 
arraign  them?  The  same  mighty  power  Uiat 
planted  the  greater  and  the  lesser  lummary  in  the 
neavens,  permits  on  earth  the  bondsman  and  the 
free.  To  that  Providence,  as  niien  and  christians, 
let  us  bow.  If  it  be  consistent  with  his  will,  in 
the  fulness  of  time,  to  break  the  fetter  of  the  slave, 
he  will  raise  up  some  Moses  to  be  their  deliverer.  To 
him  commission  will  be  given  to  lead  them  up  out 
of  the  land  of  bondage.  At  his  approach,  seas  will 
subside  and  mountams  disappear.  When  the  rev^ 
elati(»i  shall  be  made,  and  tne  jubilee  of  emanci- 
pation be  proclaimed,  philanthropy- will  lift  its 
voice  to  swell  the  joyful  note,  which,  sweeping  the 
continent  and  the  isles  of  the  new  world,  and  re- 
sounding through  the  old,  shall  cavise  the  oppressor 
to  let  go  his  prey,  the  dungeon  to  surrender  its  vic- 
tim, a|id  give  emancipation  to  the  slave.  Till  then, 
let  us  draw  consolation  from  the  reflection  that, 
however  incomprehensible  this  dispensation  may 
be  to  us,  it  is  a  link  in  that  great  concatenation 
which  is  permitted  b^  omnipotent  power  and  good- 
ness, and  must  issue  in  universal  good. 

I  will  not  weary  the  patience  of  the  Senate  by 
detaining  them  any  longer  on  this  subject.  It  is 
the  speaEer.  and  not  the  theme,, that  is  exhausted. 
However  tnreatening  the  nolitical  horizon  may 
now  appear,  I  will  not  suiter  myself  easily  to  be 
cast  down.  No,  sir,  when  I  reflect  upon  our  an- 
cestors, whoj  flying  oppression,  braved  a  waste 
of  waters,  brmgmff  witn  them  nothing  but  their 
housdiola  ffods  and  an  unextinguishable  thirst  for 
freedom,  ts^in^  root  on  a  barbarous  shores  growing 
up  with  a  rapidity  unexampled  in  the  annals  of 
mankind — ^uniting  asainst  the  attempts  of  tyranny^ 
and  consununatinf^thefflorious  Revolution:  when 
I  reflect  on  the  spirit  of  concession  and  brotherly 
love  in  the  formation  of  the  ConstitutioH ;  and 
when  I  finally  contemplate  the  glory  and  happiness 
it  has  produced,  I  will  not  now  distrust  that  Prov- 
idence which  has  been  pleased  to  dispense  to  us  so 
man)r  and  such  distinguished  blessings.  I  will  not 
permit  myself  to  believe  that  this  mighty  scheme 
of  political  salvation,  in  which  all  nations  are  in- 
terested, will  pass  away  like  the  grass  of  the  field. 
I  will  rather  continue  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  we 
shall  remain  united  and  free  \  that  we  shcdl  advance 
to  that  height  of  prosperity  when  all  nations  shall 
resort  to  us,  whence  to  draw  the  oracles  of  political 
wisdom  and  the  sublime  truths  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty.  That  such  may  be  our  fate  is  the 
prayer  I  will  unceasingly  address  to  the  Great 
Disposer  of  all  human  events. 

Mr.  Roberts  said :  I  rise,  with  unfeigiied  reluc- 
tance, to  claim  the  indulgence  of  a  further  hearing 
from  the  Senate.    I  cannot,  however,  reconcile  si- 


lence with  what  I  deem  to  be  a  fitithful  discharffeof 
duty.    I  have  listened,  with  equal  surprise  and  re- 

fret,  to  hear  gentlemen,  with  whom  m  this  place  • 
have  long  been  gratified  to  act  and  think,  deny 
or  explain  away  wnat  I  deem  to  be  the  sound  and 
fundamental  principles  of  political  truth.  .The 
gentleman  who  has  just  preceded  me  (Mr.  Bah> 
bour)  has  infprmed  us  there  is  much  public  excite- 
ment existing  relative  to  this  question.  The  same 
thinff  ha§  frequently  been  alluded  to  by  others 
speaking  on  the  same  side.  They,  one  and  all, 
anticipaite  the  most  fearfuT  consequences,  if  the 
proposition  before  you  be  agreed  to.  We  hare 
been  reminded  of  our  unratified  treaty  with  Spain, 
our  embarrassed  currency  and  deficient  revenue,  as 
reasons  why  we  should  forbear  doing  what  we 
find  to  be  right.  I  have  no  reverence  for  that  wis- 
dom which  would  decide  questions  of  the  highest 
order — questions  interwoven  in  the  very  web  of 
our  destiny,  by  a  reference  to  the  transitor^r  em- 
barrassments which  may  beset  us  at  any  particular 
moment.  The  question  has  fairly  met  us,  whether 
freedom  or  slavery  is  to  be  the  lot  of  the  regions 
beyond  the  Mississippi.  It  ou^ht  to  be  deliberatdy 
decided,  under  a  proper  exercise  of  authority,  witn 
a  view  to  the  ultimate  consequences*  the  decision 
we  come  to  may  produce.  It  is,  now,  as  to  Mis- 
souri only  we  are  called  upon  to  act ;  but  it  will 
yet  arise  in  Arkansas  and  other  territories,  which, 
m  the  fulness  of  time,  may  ofier  themselves  for 
admission  into  this  Union. 

The  people  to  the  South,  says  the  gentlenum 
iust  sat  down,  (Mr.  Barbour,)  who  compose  one- 
half  of  the  Union,  are  to  be  put,  by  this  proposition, 
under  the  ban  of  the  empire,  as,  from  its  operation, 
they  cannot  settle  in  the  new  State.  If  he  be  cor- 
rect, which  I  do  not  admit,  reject  the  proposition, 
and  you  put  the  other  and  larger  half  under  the 
ban.  A  man  who  is  conscientiously  averse  to 
holding  slaves,  and  who  cannot,  therefore,  employ 
the  slaves  of  others,  is  forbidden  to  settle  in  a  uund 
where  free  labor  cannot  be  procured.  Such  must 
be  the  case  where  slavery  exists  unrestricted.  Ad- 
mit Missouri,  a  slaveholdin^  State^  without  limi- 
tation, and  you  place  the  citizens  ot  the  non-slave- 
holding  States  under  an  interdict,  as  to  settlement, 
that  they  cannot  overcome.  Thus  is  the  argument 
brought  to  an  equation.  With  this  dilemma  are 
we  l«set.  The  gentleman  has  pronounced  an  elo- 
quent and  iust  eulogium  on  those  who,  in  ^oinff 
what  they  believe  to  be  right,  breast  the  storm  <» 
INiblic  opmion  at  home.  To  gentlemen  who  aet 
thus,  I  am  ready  to  anocd  an  equal  tribute  of  ap- 
plause. Where  the  gentleman  finds  the  supple 
Eoliticians,  who  yield  so  obsequiously  to  every 
retee  of  public  opinion  from  that  quarter  whicn 
afibrds  him  so  consoling  a  contrast,  I  cannot  so 
well  conceive.  In  this  part  of  his  compliment  I 
can  take  no  share.  I  have  been  glad  to  learn  the 
opinion  of  the  Legblature  of  Pennsylvania  accorded 
with  signal  unanimity.  Having  no  doubt  qf  my 
duty  bdore,  I  still  haU  with  gladness  this  strength- 
ening evidence  of  their  concurrence.  With  us, 
there  can  be  no  recognition  of  slavery  as  a  matter 
of  right.  An  abhorrence  of  it,  on  all  principles 
but  those-  of  supreme  necessity,  is   interwoyen 
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into  the  Tery  texture  of  our  hearts  and  habits  of 

Tne  f^eotleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Smitb)  has  asked,  why  we  did  not  propose  this 
reatrietion  earlier?  In  this  at  least  I  hare  not 
been  wantinff.  My  maiden  voice  was  assayed,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  favor  of  the  in- 
hibitioo  of  slavery  north  of  the  parallel  of  latitude 
^vrhieh  passes  through  the  moutn  of  the  Ohio,  in,  I 
believe,  181 1,  when  the  bill  establishing  the  present 
Terntorial  government  was  under  consideration. 
We  were  not  then  told  the  propositicm  was  uncon- 
scitotional)  nor  in  violation  of  the  treaty ;  but  that 
we  were  on  the  eve  of  a  war,  with  almost  one- 
half  the  community  infatuated  with  the  spirit  of 
opposition  to  the  Uovemment;  that  further 'dis- 
sension at  that  time  might  be  fatal.  The  question 
was  thus  deferred  until  a  more  convenient  season. 
What  I  then  thought  ri^ht,  I  think  so  now.  I 
rejoice  to  see  this  question  excite  public  inter- 
est. Mdancholy  would  be  our  prospects,  if  it 
did  not.  It  must  be  settled  some  time,  and  better 
now  than  later.  The  gentleman  who  has  i>re- 
ceded  me  has  spoken  of  intemperate  doctrine 
brought  into  discussion  in  a  Notthern  State  Legis- 
iatore.  Where,  let  me  ask,  has  any  thin^  more 
intemperate  a]^>eared  than  in  the  resolutions  of 
diat  of  Virginia  ?  Dictation  to  the  Congress  has 
been  uttered  there  without  aualification  or  reserve. 
The  gentleman  tells  us  he  has  heard,  too,  the  Ian 
ffuase  of  rewoach  where  he  had  hoped  that  of 
Kindness.  He  has  been  ffood  enough  to  read  me 
a  lecture  on  moderation ;  but,  how  has  he  observed 
bis  own  precepts.  He  charges  us,  without  quali- 
fication, of  wishinff  to  do  an  act  of  enormous  in- 
justice:—to.  insult  Virginia ;  and.  although  she  is 
disposed  to  submit  to  much  insult  and  injustice, 
tboe  is  a  point  beyond  which  submission  ceases  to 
be  a  virtue.  As  to  where  the  chsa^  of  inflicting 
reproaches,  or  the  merit  of  extendmg  kindnesses, 
may  be  most  justly  claimed,  it  b  not  for  me,  but 
those  who  hear  us,  to  decide.  If  it  were  a  question, 
says  the  gentleman,  whether  or  not  we  should  mul- 
tiply slaves,  he  should  be  as  much  against  it  as 
any  man ;  l)ut,  he  adds,  it  is  not  a  auestion  of  this 
kind,  but  one  which  determines  only  if  they  shall 
be  confined  to  the  spot  where  they  now  are. 
We  do  soberly  hold,  that  it  is  a  auestion  whether 
^very  shall  be  extended,  and  slaves  increased. 
No  art  nor  subtlety  in  the  use  of  language  can 
sQccessfuUy  be  apmied  to  make  it  appear  other- 
wise. E^blish  slavery  over  this  territory,  and 
yoOf  of  consequences  increase  the  value  of  slave- 
property.  Extend  the  market,  and  you  perpetuate 
this  interest  by  increasing  the  power  oi  the  hold- 
en  of  it  Reject  this  proposition,  and  to  whose 
boiefit  does  the  consequence  enure  1  clearly  to  the 
4&vcholdin£[  interest,  pecuniarily  and  politically. 
The  scale  of  political  power  wiu  prm>nderate  m 
fKfot  of  the  slaveholding  States.  The  effect  of 
such  an  event  is  hardly  problematicaL  While 
the  gentleman  tells  us  this  is  not  a  question  of 
slavery,  he  tells  us  that  all  sovereignty  possessed 


on  this  subject  is  in  the  States ;  and  that,  so  far 
as  power  is  not  given  to  the  Federal  (Government, 
or  withheld  from  the  States,  they  are  despotic 


sovereignties.  Despotic  indeed,  if  they  can  trans- 
form freemen  into  slaves.  We  have  heard  from 
gentlemen,  that  the  ri^ht  of  establishing  slavery  is  a 
tegitimate  attribute  of  State  sovereignty ;  that  the 
States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  may  now  constitution- 
ally and  lawfully  introduce  it,  compact  notwi^- 
standing :  that  it  was  indulged  under  the  Jewish 
theocracy,  which  was  a  government  of  Qod; 
that  Christianity  does  not  forbid  it ;  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Government  sanctions  it,  and  re- 
cognises the  sovereignty  of  the  State  laws  rdating 
to  It.  Nay,  more,  the  gentleman  from  South  Car- 
olina (Mr.  Smith)  pronounces  it  right,  views  it  as 
a  benefit,  and  looks  for  its  perpetuity.  Without 
reserve,  I  deny  that  there  is  any  power  in  a  State 
to  make  slaves,  or  to  introduce  slavery  where  it 
has  been  abolished,  or  where  it  never  existed,  or 
even  to  permit  its  existence  only  as  an  evil  admit- 
ting of  no  immediate  remedy.  The  gentlemen 
have  further  alleged  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  in 
fraud  of  the  articles  of  Confederation ;  that  it  was 
sheer  assumption,  and  even  downright  usurpation. 
All  this  I  must  also  deny,  without  reserve.  The 
Constitution  provides  that  new  States  may  be  ad- 
mitted into  tms  Union,  and  that  the  United  States 
shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  this  Union  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  To  ascertain  what 
IS  a  State  and  a  repMican  form  of  govemmentf  we 
shall  very  unprofitably  follow  ffentlemen  through 
the  history  oi  ancient  times,  the  middle  ages,  or 
periods  a(  modem  date^  as  r^[arding  foreign  com- 
munities— even  Britian  hersclif.  We  must  search 
for  their  meaning  in  our  own  history  only :  here 
a  difierent  system  of  political  morality  has  pre- 
vailed, and  political  truth  taught  withoutcorruption. 
In  this  reply  I  shall  assume  no  new^ground  of  de- 
fence ;  it  will  only  be  necessary  to  take  that  trod- 
den before  a  little  more  closely — ^when  it  was  de- 
clared, on  the  part  of  these  States,  that  all  men 
are  created  equal ;  that  thc^  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights,  amon^ 
which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness ;  that  to  secure  tnese  rights  ffovemments  are 
instituted  among  men,  deriving  their  just  powers 
from  the  consent  of  the  ffdvemed.  Two  conckh 
sions  most  clearly  result  from  these  |Nremises ;  that 
a  government  founded  on  these  principles  can  nei- 
ther make  slaves  nor  kings.  That  is  to  put  some, 
by  birth,  below,  and  some  above  th/e  law*.'  The 
exercise  of  creative  power  employed  on  one  prin- 
ciple is  just  as  reasonaUe  as  on  the  other. 

We  have  heard,  from  the  ffentleman  from  Vir- 
einia,  a  claim  of  merit,  for  that  State,  of  leadiaff 
the  vray  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade,  I  thi|£ 
in  1778.  Yet  the  Consress,  in  their  non-consump- 
tion agreement  of  1774,  provided  a  clause  to  dis- 
continue the  slave  trad^  and,  on  the  6th  of  ApriL 
1776,  expressly  prohibited  it.  These  acts  pncedea 
the  Declaration  of  Indcfiendence,  with  whieh  they 
were  in  exact  accordance.  In  pursuance  of  the 
same  principle.  Virginia  acted  in  1778,  Pennsylva- 
nia in  1780,  Massachusetts  abolished  slavery  in 
1783,  andamajority  of  the  old  thirteen  States  sobse- 

ritly  acted  on  the  same  principle.    Such  was 
character  of  a  majority  of  the  States  which 
formed  the  Federal  Constitution.    It  was  impos- 
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aiUe,  itt  that  era.  it  could  have  been  oonceiyed  that 
the  making  of  ;slaves  was  a  legitimate  attribate  of 
State  sovereignty.  The  Articles  of  Confederation, 
the  second  great  act  of  the  people  of  these  States, 
expressly  reco^ise  all  freemen  as  eliffible  to  pos- 
sess the  iranchises  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Thus,  from  the  earliest  dawn  of  the  Revolution, 
we  trace  th^  disavowal  of  any  pretence  that  slavery 
can  be  suffered  to  exist  on  any  ground  but  that  of 
severe  and  unequtvoeal  necessity.  In  1780,  the 
Congress  invited  the  States  to  cede  their  wilder- 
ness territory,  from  causes  I  need  not  ceyert  to. 
It  WB3  then  promised  such  territory  should  be 
foraaed  into  States,  and  admitted  into  the  Union, 
wkh  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and 
independence,  as  the  original  States.  Can  any 
one  doubt  that  the  freaiom,  sovereignty,  and 
independence,  here  spoken  of,  meant  the  "boon  of 
maltiipg  slaves,"  as  it  is  called.  No;  it  most  clearly 
results,  that  what  of  these  rights  the  old  States  I 
were  held  to  possess  were  such  only  as  recognise  I 
the  inalienable  rights  of  man,  and  which  were  I 
conformaUe  to  the  principle  that  government  was 
instituted  to  secure  those  rights,  not  to  effectuate  I 
ti^  violation.  When  the  Congress  of  1784,  and 
subsoquendy  in  1787,  came  to  apply  these  princi- 
.ples  of  sovereignty,  freedmn,  ana  mdepend^ce,  to 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  thev  evidently  acted 
on  such  an  under^nding.  The  6th  article  of 
compact  is  a  proof  too  strong  of  this  to  admit  of 
denied,  or  even  doubt.  All  the  articles  of  compact 
are  prefaced  by  the  most  unequivocal  declaration 
by  the  Coneress,  that  they  contain  the  essential 
{NrinGiples  of  the  governments  of  th^  old  States, 
and  what  they  deemed  the  essential  principles  of 
i£  free  governments;  that  is,  in  briel,  repuUican 
IjoTemment.  We  first  find  the  phrases  "  Repub- 
ttcan  States,'^  and  "Republican  Government," 
uaed.  in  reference  to  new  States,  in  the  resolutions 
of  Congress  in  1780  and  1784,  and  in  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787,  from  whence  the  phrase  has  been 
laransplanted  into  the  Constitution.  A  new  State 
admitted  into  the  Union,  therefore^ust  be  a  State 
with  a  republican  government  Though  gentle- 
men have  looked  abroad  to  define  this  phrase,  to 
get  at  a  conveniently  enlarged  definition,  it  follows, 
most  clearly^  that  it  stands  in  the  Constitution  an 
insuperable  interdict  to  slave  making. 

In  No.  39  of  the  Federalist,  Mr.  Madison  has 
occasion  to  inquire  what  is  a  R^ublican  Qovem- 
menjt.  "What  (saysJie)  are  the  oistinctive chazac- 
'  ters  of  one?    Were  an  answer  to  this  Question 

*  to  be  sought,  not  by  recurring  )o  principles,  but 
^  in  the  af^cation  of  the  term  by  politieal  writers 
^  to  the  constitutions  of  different  States,  no  satisfac- 
^  tory  one  would  ever  be  found.    If  we  resort  for 

<  a  criterion  to  the  different  principles  on  which 

<  diffsrent  forms  of  govemment'are  established,  we 

<  Btay  define  arepuldic  to  be^  or  at  least  may  bestow 

*  that  name  on  a  government  which  derives  all  its 
^  powers,  directly  or  indirectly,  from  the  great  body 
^  of  the  people."  According  to  this  definition  a 
Republican  Qoyemment  cannot  mean  one  where 
Ofto-half  the  people  shall  have  power  to  make  die 
other  half  daves. 

We  have  been  told,  as  before  remarked,  that  the 


ordinance  of  1787  was  an  act  of  usurpadoti.  Tbe 
Congress,  under  the  Confederation,  had  the  power 
of  making  treaties.  The  States  were  not  torbid- 
^n,  imder  that  Government,  to  cede  territory  to 
the  United  States.  The  parties  to  the  cession  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory  were  parties  comf^ 
tent  to  treat.  The  Congress  became  vested,  by  vir- 
toe  of  their  several  cessions,  with  all  the  powers 
the  States  had  over  the  ceded  territory,  exceptiiig 
so  far  as  the  stipulations  abridged  that  power. 
These  stipulations  provided  that  the  said  territory 
should  be  formed  into  States,  and  admitted  into 
the  Union.  Nine  States  were  competent  to  admit 
new  members.  The  ordinance  of  1787  was  virtu- 
ally an  admission  of  States  into  the  Union.  This 
vote  of  admission  was  unanimous.  The  ordinasee 
was  supervised  by  Virginia — first  by  her  delegates 
in  the  Conjd^ess,  and  next  by  her  Legislature,  who. 
at  the  desire  of  Congress,  modified  the  terms  of 
cession.  It  is  thus  impossible  there  could  hare 
been  any  doubt,  on  the  part  of  dther  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  as  to  the  meaning  of  what  was 
termed  the  same  rights  of  freedom,  sovereignty, 
and  independence,  as  to  the  original  States,  as  wdl 
as  to  the  power  or  the  Congress  to  preseribe  terms 
of  admissioo .  The  Articles  of  Confederation  pro- 
vided for  the  admission  of  Canada,  biK  no  other 
colony  should  come  into  the  Union,  unless  by  the 
consent  of  Jiine  States  in  the  Congress.  Here,  as 
in  the  Constitution,  the  discretion  to  admit  or  not 
to  admit  existed.  The  promise  made  to  admit  by 
the  Congress  wa3  voluntary,  and  the  terms  of  ad- 
mission predicated  on  a  discretion  soundly  arising 
out  of  power  legitimately  vested  in  them.  To  term 
such  an  act  fmud  and  sheer  assumjption,  is  matter 
of  great  surprise.  It  was  an  exercise  of  power  all 
parties  were  then  agreed  on  as  correct,  and  these 
principles  have  formed  the  basis  of  all  subsequent 
admissions  of  States.  Now,  for  the  first  time,  has 
a  new  language  been  hdd  ^  every  thing  hi^erto 
done  of  a  restrictive  character  is  pronounced  a 
nullity,  and  the  supervisory  care  of  the  Federal 
Gk>varnment  is  demed  and  denounced  as  odious 
oppression  and  insupportable  tyranny. 

The  Confess  have  now  the  power  over  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  it  has  had  over  that  North- 
west of  the  Ohio,  restricted  alike  by  the  treaty  of 
cession.  That  treaty  certaiiily  does  not  require 
the  unrestricted  introduction  of  slaves.  We  ad- 
mit it  ^aranties  the  property  in  those  that  new 
exist  W^e  theref<«e  hold  Congress  to  be  as  free 
to  require  of  the  new  State  to  i^ibit  ^eir  furtiier 
introduction,  as  they  were  formerly  to  forbid  tiie 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  States  northwest  of  the 
Ohio. 

f  he  recognition  of  slavery  in  the  Constitution 
will  not  go  far  to  justify  the  rig^t  to  establish  it. 
Why  is  a  circumlocution  of  wo^s  used  in  that  in- 
strument, to  des^rnate  such  persons,  instead  of  one 
so  ai^tfopriate  as  that  of  ^aves?  Either  beoauK 
it  was  considered  as  a  painful  wcnrd,  or  for  the  better 
reason,  that  it  was  hoped  the  Constitution  worid 
survive  a  state  of  things  where  the  word  could  hemp- 
plioable.  In  either  case,  emancipation  must  have 
been  looked  to  as  a  desirable  event,  and  a  righteous 
consummatioa  of  the  promises  of  the  Revolution. 
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GknteaeB  say,  all  ovr  ar^poiients  look  to  the  abo- 
litk)ii  of  slaTery.  I  admit  it ;  but,  in  indulging 
Ibis  ikope,  far  be  it  from  me  to  think  of  disturbing 
what  has  been  settled.  Yet  I  cannot  abandon  it, 
as  it  19  the  happy  alternatire  opposed  to  a  dire  ca- 
tastrophe. C£sntlemen  paler  us  to  the  Jewish  law, 
and  especially  to  die  25th  chapter  of  Leviticus. 
Lei  me  call  their  attention  to  the  tenth  verse  of 
diat  chapter : 

'•And  je  shall  hftUow  the  fiftieth  year,  and  proclaim 
Meripikrotigkoui  ail  the  land,  upto  all  the  iiib>bit- 
•Blf  thereof:  it  shall  be  a  jubilee  unto  you,  and  ye 
aWI  retnm  every  man  unto  his  own  posaeesion,  and 
ye  shall  return  every  man  unto  bis  own  /amily." 

There  was  also  a  seventh  year  jubilee,  that  freed 
aM  that  were  in  bondage,  of  Hebrew  race.  Let  these 
coetate  in  their  native  toree,  and  I  apfurehend  gen- 
tkuMn  will  not  thii&k  them  very  desirable.  I  think 
1  now  hear  something  like  a  new  language  on  the 
aabjeel  o[  slavery,  Mich  as  has  hitherto  not  beoi 
that  of  Republican  America.  Under  the  mildest 
ezeiciie  of  the  rights  of  the  master,  it  has  at  all 
dnes  heretofore  been  deemed  an  evil,  which  all 
good  men  felt  bound  to  hope  was  remediable. 

We  have  been  told 'that  the  self-evident  truths 
set  forth  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  axe 
not,  as  we  understand  ^em,  tiie  foundation  of  all 
ourpdiiciplen  of  law,  but  merely  abstractaf^orisms. 
which  have  but  a  limited  meaning.  It  is  denied 
ail  men  are  bom  equal.  -Some,  it  is^said,  are  bom 
rich,  and  others  poor;  some  are  bora  peers  of  the 
neaun,  and  h%ve  a  right  to  give  laws  to  those  to 
whom  they  are  not  bound  to  five  akns.  Will  the 
geodeman  horn  Maryland  tell  mte  these  sentiments 
are  applicable  to  oiff  country ,  where  none  can  be  born 
to  privileges  of  estate  and  title?  NcAfaing  is  more 
common  than  that  the  child  bora  to-day,  of  epu- 
kot  parents,  may  toHooonow  become  lihe  son  ofan 
iocigent  father.  .  Such  are  the  common  changes 
of  trade,  and  the  effect  of  our  equal  la¥rB.  But,  if 
men  are  thiis  bom  equal,  much  more  are  they  cre- 
ated so,  as  creation  precedes  birth.  But,  says  the 
gendenum,  we  are  tt^d  of  inali^mable  rights,  wh^ 
k  Uie  fiict  is  obvious  theare  are  no  fights  but  what  are 
alienable.  The  soldier  (says  Im)  aliens  his  life, 
and  1  have  (he  adds)  alien^  a  part  of  the  freedom 
of  my  mind  in  mamage.  The  soldier  and  thecon- 
jugee  must  befre^  before  they  can  become  parties  to 
tnm  contracts,  in  both  cases  theobjeet  of  the  con- 
tract is  happiness,  and  thefair  obtainment  of  equiva- 
lentbenent.  The  soldier  may  be  influenced  by  great 
moral  motives— 4ove  of  country,  love  of  glory— 
benefits  oi  valuable  omsideration.  Till  now  I  had 
■ot  kamed  marriage  could.be held  as  restraintaad 
servitude ;  on  entering  it,  I  thought  I  was  ent^mg 
te  precincti  of  lib^.  I  have  not  been  disap- 
nointed;  for  the  franchiKs  of  a  husband  and  a 
mther  are  high  and  happy  ones. 

To  show  that  slavery  is  fruitful  of  elevation  of 
natmnal  character,  the  achievanfints  ef  Thenno- 
ffktj  Marathon,  Salamisi  and  Plat»a,  have  been 
ttslanced.  Say,  v^as  Ghreciui  prowess  less  in  the 
Ten  Thousand,  and  at  Arbela?  Men  will  encoun- 
ter mneh  for  dieir  liberty;  they  irfll  sometimes 
I  perfinm  bold  deeds  in  pursuit  of  mere  glory,  or 
through  attachment  to  a  leader.    QenefaUy,  I  ad- 


mit that  great  actions  are  the  result  of  strong  moral 
motives.  I  should  rather  ascribe  the  memorable 
exploits  of  the  ancient  xepublics  to  the  free  princi- 
ples of  their  government,  than  to  the  ej^istence  of 
slavery,  which  seems  at  last  to  have  been  their 
bane. 

In  depicting  the  effects  of  the  very  limited  prop- 
osi^on  before  you,  gentlemen  have  indulged  in  the 
most  extravagant  figures  of  language.  On  the  one 
hand)  they  have  drawn  Missouri  m  chains  j[>ros- 
trate  at  your  feet^  the  limbs  of  her  sovereignly 
mangled  oy  a  sort  of  political  surgery,  with  a  brand 
on  her  Umb^  and  the  collar  of  servitude  about,  and 
yoar  feet  upon,  her  neck;  the  victim  <^  the  most 
odious  reproaen,  with  her  spirit  broken;  a  State 
squeezed  to  a  pigmy,  and  made  the  shadow  of  a 
shade,  and  the  seorn  of  every  tongue.  We  are  next 
vraraed  to  beware  of  aw^ening  the  stufdy  spirit 
of  Missouri ;  she  is,  it  is  said,  snuffing  onpression  in 
every  breeze.  We  are  called  upon  to  look  at  her, 
fillea  with  a  mighty  population,  dissatisfied  and  re- 
bellious: to^sow  not  such  seeds,  lest  we  reap  a  lam- 
entable harvest.  Really,  like  the  gentleman  &om. 
Maryland,  I  v^ant  intellect  to  com^^hend  the  force 
of  such  reasoning^  if  it  be  to  be  called  hf  so  sober 
a  name.  To  what  despetate  acts  of  folly  must  ^s 
eompassionatinff  and  anon  terrifying  style  of  ad- 
dress lead,  if  it  oe  allowed  to  have  any  ^koL  hi 
the  midst  of  the  tumult  of  the  passions  of  fear 
and  pity,  reason  and  a  s^sse  of  right  can  hardly 
&il  to  be  oUileiated.  Is  it,  exclaims  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Pinkm by,)  that  you  wii^  to 
force  manumission  on  the  South'?  I  answec,  not 
At  all,  It  is  to  do  nothinff  more  nor  less  than 
to  prevent,  as  far  as  possude,  the  extension  of 
slavery.  ^ 

You  come  armed,  say  gentlemen,  with  Mlupmi 
in  the  one  hand,  and  humanity  in  the  other.  Txat, 
when  encroadmEtent  dresses  herself  in  the  garh  of 
piety,  ^n  it  is  she  becomes  more  dangerous,  and 
then  it  is  she  assumes  a  power  that  can  achieve  the 
universe.  Let  me  ask  gentinnen,  if.  when  men 
come  armed  with  desire  of  gain  in  t^  oneiiand, 
and  a  love  of  power  in  the  other,  are  they  fitted  to 
achieve  less,  or  are  they  more  respectable  or  less 
dangorotts?  Humanity  and  piety,  it  is  trae,  may 
be  mistaken,  and  seek  right  by  doubtful  means 
sometimes,  but  the  passions  of  mterest  and  ambi- 
tion muftt  inevitably  seek  wron^  ends  by  use  of 
wrong  means.  Their  appetite  is  insatiahle-^siie- 
oess  only  whets  it.  Entnusiasm  begina,  we  ate 
told,  as  the  gentle  streamlet,  but  it  socm  becomes^ 
resistless  torrent  This  remark  applies  in  liili  fqrce, 
as  well  to  the  pursuit  of  jiower  and  property,  as^ 
promulgation  of  a  particular  belief,  it  is  a  two- 
edged  sword,  and  cuts  at  least  with  equal  keenness 
bom  ways.  We  are  counselled  that,  in  this  dread 
of  extending  slavery,  we  are  ^about  to  open  the 
Mediterranean  of  discretionary  authority,  thmugh 
all  its  sluices.  What  is  the  alternative  ofEeied  us? 
At  least  an  equal  dan^  of  excess  in  State  discif- 
tion,  and  even  in  noviciate  candidates  for  a  place 
in  this  Union.  Let  it  not  be  forgotten  what  we 
ask  Iw  in  the  inroposition  before  you.  The  lunils 
are  well  defined— ^sonsonant  with  the  whole  pne- 
tke,  and  strictly  within  the  principles  and  kgili- 
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mate  power  of  the  CtoTernment  A  prmciple  con- 
secrated in  the  admission  of  at  le^st  seven  States 
into  this  Union.  On  such  a  proposition,  gen- 
tlemen resort  to  such  modes  of  e^cpression.  To 
say  the  least,  they  ate  equally  inapplicable  and 
extravagant. 

6(entlemen  have  taken  much  offence  at  the 
pamphlets  which  have  been  published,  reasoning 
against  the  extension  of -slavery  in  Missouri.  Why 
this  disturbance  ?  We  have  not  relied  on  them, 
nor  plead  them  in  the  argument.  I  am  aware  it 
has  been  broadly  intimat^  that  we  have  found  it 
cut  and  dried  to  our  hand.  If  it  were  even  so,  it 
is  still  argument,  and  gentlemen  must  meet  it  for 
what  it  IS  worth.  We  claim  no  merit  further 
than  that  of  doing  what  we  find  to  be  rkht  in  the 
best  way  we  can,  and  the  plain  course  for  gentle- 
man is,  after  meeting  us  here,  if  they  be  disturbed 
by  what  is  said  el^where,  to  sit  down  in  their 
closets  and  r^ute  these  offensive  publications.  I 
should  be  pleased  to  find  them  at  such  a  work.  It 
would  be  fiEurly  to  enter  the  lists  with  the  pam- 
l^eteers,  and  to  oppose  Pharsalia  to  Pharsalia. 
rerhaps,  however,  these  ofiScious  authors  will  be 
sufficiently  noticed  in  gentlemen's  speeches.  The 
gentleman  from  Maryland  says,  if^slavety  be  in- 
compatible with  republican  Qovemment,  that 
State  must  retire  from  the  Union,  perhaps,  for  her 
sins.  In  some  States,  says  he,  a  quantum  of  pro^ 
perty  is  necessary  to  tne  enjoyment  of  the  elective 
franchise,  and  that  the  white  man  who  has  it  not 
is  as  much  disfranchised  as  the  slavex>f  the  South. 
How  strange  an  assertion!  Is  the. white  man 
under  the  control  of  a  master  whom  he  has  not 
chosen,  liable  to  punishment  at  his  will,  bound  to 
labor  for  his  exclusive  benefit,  and  to  receive  his 
pittance  of  food  and  raiment  from  th&  hand  and 
at  the  discretion  of  him  who  holds  him  in  bond- 
age? To  hear  observations  so  vague  and  unrea- 
sonable may  be  matter  of  surprise,  but  hardly  fit 
subject  for  reply.  The  fforemment  of  slaves,  we 
are  told,  is  a  poCriarchal  one^  ahd  that,  in  nine 
cases  out  of  ten,  the  slaves  which  may  be  taken  to 
Missouri  will  go  with  their  masters^  At  least, 
then,  in  one  case  out  of  ten,  they  will  be  taken 
there  manacled  under  the  lash  of  the  driver,  who 
holds  them  in  no  other  estimation  than  as  pro- 
pcsrty — the  creature  of  municipal  law.  I  have 
witnessed  such  exhibitions  from  the  windows  of 
this  Capitol.  But  more.  Though  in  persons  so 
dmaded  the  severance  of  the  ties  of  husband  and 
wife  may  be  less  painful  to  the  sufferers  than  if 
the  parties  were  of^free  condition,  but  ties  of  ma- 
ternal fondness  are  governed  by-other  laws.  Nor 
can  it  be  necessary  to  paint  to  your  imagination 
the  distress  that  a  severance  of  these  ties  by  vio- 
loice  must  awaken. 

Skves,  says  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Smith,)  are  the  happiest  poor  people  in 
the  w<^ld.  and  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia  (Mr. 
Barbour)  tells  us  the  parting  of  a  slave  from  his 
master  is  not  like  parting  the  hired  man  from  his 
employer.  I  have  had  occasions  to  listen  before 
now  to  comparisons  drawn  by' Southern  gentle- 
men between  the  laborer  of  the  North  and  the 
Southern  slave.    In  ordinary  oases  such  a  paral- 


lel could  hardly  justify  a  reply.  The  white  la- 
borer is  always  a  free  man,  generally  an  honest 
man ;  often  an  intelligent  and  informecf  man.  He 
knows  his  rights,  and  understands  his  duties. 
Free  laborers,  who  are  housekeepers,  are  seldom 
without  their  newspapers  and  meaiis  of  informa- 
tion. These  channels  of  intelligence  are  every- 
where established  with  us.  It  is  a  successful  busi- 
ness to  the  publishers  almost  always.  Can  there 
be  a  stronger  evidence  of  a  reading  people  ?  The 
relation  between  laborer  and  employer,  where  the 
latter  is  a  freeman,  is  that  of  equals.  Each  looks 
to  the  oth^r  for  the  fulfilment  of  the  covenant  be- 
tween them.  They  of^en  sfand  in  the  relation  of 
friends.  Their  intercourse  is  almost  always  re- 
spectful and  courteous.  I  have  been  forcibly 
struck  with  how  equal  a  share  of  happiness,  to  say 
the  least,  was  et  joyed  by  the  man  of  opulence  and 
the  cottager  in  the  Nortnem  States.  The  latter, 
being  of  ^ood  conduct,  always  has  the  boon  oi 
substantial  freedom,  and  can  hardly  want  the  com- 
forts of  life,  while  the  cares  and  anxieties  of  the 
former  seem  proportioned  to  his  desire  of  increas- 
ing his  wealth.  Under  any  aspect,  however,  there 
can  be  no  just  resemblance^  nor  any  comparison 
of  advantages,  common  to  tne  freeman  and  slave. 
1  must  beg  le^ve  to  correct  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smith,)  when  he  says  that 
the  Colonization  Society  was  formed  to  rid  the 
non-slaveholding  States* of  their  firee  people  of 
color.  The  associated  friends  of  African  emanci- 
tion  in  those  States  have  explicitly  published  to 
the  world,  they  consider  the  project  as  having  ori- 
ginated in  the  South ;  that  its  object  is  the  per- 
petuation of  slavery ;  and  that  they  can  neither 
participate  in  it,  nor  countenance  it. 

When  gentlemen  claim  for  Missouri  this  boon 
of  slavery,  as  it  has  been  called,  and  paint  its  ad- 
vantagesj  and  plead  for  its  legality,  let  them  look 
at  its  origin.  Whence  have  th^  derived  their 
claims  as  owners  and  masters'?  From  the  vio- 
lence of  savage  warfare;,  from  the  frauds  and 
crimes  of  the  man-stealer.  Here  is  the  foundation 
of  their  pretensions.  What  was  originally  wrong 
can  never  become  right,  while  there  is  a  living 
subject  to  suffer.  While  I  most  readily  admit,  a 
sudden  and  eeneral  emancipation  in  a  laree  por-  ' 
don  of  this  Union  would  be  the  frenzy  of  mad- 
ness, I  hold  it  the  incumbent  duty  of  all  to  beliere 
it  desirable,  and  to  look  and  hxypt  for  its  consum- 
mation in  the  fulness  of  God's  providence. 

Having  briefly  reviewed  the  argument  of  gen- 
tlemen, so  far  as  I  have  noted  it,  I  am'  not  dis- 
posed studiously  or  unnecessarily  to  multiplv  words. 
They  cannot  doubt  but  that  I  believe  mucn  of  the 
further  ground  they  have  taken,  capable  of  snc- 
cessful  reply.  There  are  but  two  grounds  upon 
which  this  proposition  seems  susceptible  of  legiti- 
mate opposition.  First,  its  preclusion  by  previous 
engafinement;  and,  secondly,  strong  expediency. 
The  first,  I  hold  entirely  inoperative;  and  the  sec- 
ondj  if  it  applies  at  all,  cannot  apply  to  the  whde 
territory,  it  is  in  application  to  the  whole  terri- 
tory that  I  view  the  arguments  of  irentlemen  as 
most  objectionaUe,  both  as  the^  apphr  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  slavery  and  the  admissioii  of*^  new  Statef. 
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An  ineiease  of  States  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
holdinff  xKayes,  must,  let  me  repeat  it  again,  radi- 
cally <maiige  the  relation  in  which  th^  Spates 
stood  towuds  each  other  at*  the  formation  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  Gentlemen,  to  sustain  their 
oppositbn  to  the  amendment  before  you,  have 
Men  led  to  deny  or  explain  away  the  leadins 
tmths  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence, .  and 
call  the  ordinance  of  1787  an  usurpation ;  the  prin- 
ciples adopted  for  the  admission  of  seven  new 
States  0361688,  or  bordering  on  the  ridiculous;  and 
that  ail  the  supervising  care  exercised  by  the  Con- 
gress^ is  a  nuluty,  havmg  neither  moral  nor  legal 
obligation.  I  have  fel$  equdl  astonishment  and 
regret  on  hearing  such  doctrines.  Here  I  must 
ouer  my  solemn  nrotest  againt  them,  and  trust 
that  more  sober  reflection  may  chasten  the  feelings 
that  have  carried  gentlemen  to  such  lengths.  I 
must  still  hope  that  some  mode  may  be  devised  to 
stop  the  progress  of  this,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
course  oi  most  unfortunate  error. 

Mr.  JoHMBON,  of  Kentucky,  then  addressed  the 
President  as  follows  : 

It  requires  peat  exertion  of  resolution  to  sjoekk 
oo  this  occasion,  because  the  pa(i«nce  of  the  Sen- 
ate is  already  exhaiisted.  I  never  could  sustain 
myadi^  even  m  the  most  fortunate  moment,  with- 
out an  audience ;  and  at  this  time,  I  fear  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  command  attention  either  by  my 
Hianiter  or  matter.  The  subject,  however,  is  of 
such  transcendent  magnitude  tnat  I  cannot  recon- 
cile it  to  a  sense  of  the  duty  that  I  owe  to  the  State 
in  which  I  reside  to  give  a  silent  vote.  At  some 
future  day,  I  might  view  the  consequences,  resulting 
from  our  deliberations,  and  condemn  my  silence. 

The  c<»nmencement  of  this  debate  has  been 
represented,  by  the  military  figure,  as  a  skirmish- 
ing ;  a  war  of  sharpshooters ;  and  in  the  progress 
of  the  conflict,  we  have  been  saluted  with  the 
thundera  of  the  artill^.  It  is  now  time  to  change 
the  metaphor  to  one  of  rural  character,  a  harvest 
which  is  over ;  and,  I  feel  myself  litmlly  but  a 
mae  gleaner.  / 

It  appeara  to  me,  sir,  that  in  the  course  of  this 
debate  we  have  unhappily  misunderstood  each 
other.  Expiessions  have  been  used,  on  both  sides, 
conveying  different  sentiments  firom  what  were 
intended.  Those  who  have  advocated  the  measuie 
of  restriction,  have  used  language- which  would 
indicate  a  disposition  to  proceed  to  universal  eman- 
cipation, alike  regardless  of  the  means  by  which 
tbey  wcmld  accomplish  it^  and  of  the  sovereignty 
of  toe  States  in  which  it  is  tolerated ;  at  the  same 
time  charging  upon  the  present  proprietcnrs  of  this 
species  of  property  all  the  odium  of  that  perfidy 
and  cruelty  by  which  dav^  was  first  introduced 
into  the  country.  Those,  on  the  othor  hand,  who 
bare  contendeu  for  the  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
and  opposed  the  measure  of  restriction  as  an  as- 
samption  of  power  unknown  in  the  Constitution, 
have  given  a  latitude  to  their  exfuressions  which 
has  bo&n  construed  into  a  justification  of  the  ab- 
stract principle  of  slavery.  Misconceptions,  and 
misconstructions  of  language,  producmg  crimina- 
tion and  recrimination,  should  ever  be  avoided  in 
this  body,  especially  upon  this  delicate  subject 


On  reviewing  the  sc<^  of  argument,  on  both 
sides,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  one  cannot  be  justly 
changed  with  advocating  the  sentiments  whicn 
their  language  would  seem  to  indicate ;  uot  the 
other,  wim  an  attempt  lo  justify  the  abstract  prin- 
ciple of  slavery,  as  either  religiously,  morally,  or 
politically,  correct  None  will  pretend,  that  Con- 
gress can  interflow  with  the  subject  of  slavery  in 
Uie  several  States ;  and  no  member  of  the  Senate 
could  advocate  the  slave  trade  without  exciting 
the  indignation  of  the  whole  nation.  The  tree  is 
known  oy  its  fruit.  And  let  me  entreat  you,  sir, 
to  recollect  what  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  Rep- 
resentatives of  States,  where  this  property  b  recog- 
nised, from  the  commencement  of  1808,  the  moment 
in  which  the  Greneral  Government  vras  authorized 
by  the  Constitution  to  put  an  end  to  this  merciless 
traffic  Not  .a  solitary  voice  has  been  raised  in 
favor  of  the  African  slave  trade.  A  universal  dis- 
position has  ever  been  evinced  to  annihilate  for- 
ever this  cruel  branch  of  commerce^  which  swdls 
every  bosom  with  sorrow :  which  fills  every  heart 
with  indig[nati<Hi.  If  all  the  States,  in  which 
slavery  exists,  can  furnish  one  exception — if  the 
slave  trade  has  ever  had  one  advocate  within  these 
walls,  let  it  be  proclaimed  to  the  world !  No  such 
exception  does  exist — ^no  such  advocate  can  be 
found.  For  my  own  part,  in  verity  I  (nrotest,  that 
no  person  in  existence  more  detests  this  abomina-  ^ 
ble  traffic  in  human  beings  than  myself ;  and  I  am 
confident  that  evory  man  whom  I  represent  has 
the  same  abhorrent  feelings  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject But,  sir,  the  right  of  Congress  to  interfere 
m  property  of  this,  and  other  description,  is  quite 
a  difierent  question.  It  was  origpnally  imposed 
upon  us  by  the  policy  of  Great  Britain ;  but  now 
we  have  acquired  in  it  a  legitimate  propriety ;  we 
have  paid  for  it  our  money  $  we  hold  it  unaer  the 
sanction  of  law,  and  have  the  right  to  dispose  of 
it  as  we  please^  The  General  Government,  if  not 
pled^  to  guaranty  to  us  the  enjoyment  of  it, 
certunly  have  no  right.  Constitutional  or  moral,  to 
wrest  it  from  us.  We  hold  not  ourselves  account- 
able to  the  naticm  for  the  treatment  we  shall 
observe,  or  the  disposition  we  shall  make  of  this, 
more  than  any  other  species  of  prc^Bcrty,  nor  will 
any  be  permitted  to  dictate  our  conduct  therein* 
Notwithstanding  these  sentiments,  no  person  can 
more  sincerely  lament,  than  I  do,  the  existence  of 
involuntary  servitude  in  the  United  States;  and 
none  would  make  greater  personal  sacrifice  oould 
I  discover  a  way,  in  the  providence  of  Uod,  to 
brins  it  to.  an  end. 

We  are  not  the  only  peq^e  who  have  had 
slaves;  yes, and  slfives^  of  their  own  complexion* 
I  speak  not  this  to  justify  the  principle,  but  to  xe- 
mind  you  of  the  fact,  that  slavery  has  existed  from 
the  earliest  ages  of  antiquity  to  the  present  day. 
Nor  has  its  existence  been  confined  to  heathen 
nations;  both  Jevirs  and  Christians,  believers  as 
well  as  unbelievers,  in  divine  revelation,  from  the 
patriarchs  of  God's  ancient  people  to  the  present 
time,  have  been  the  raoprietors  of  slaves,  without  one 
admonition  from  Iieaven  in  the  whole  book  of  in- 
spiration against  it  The  law  of  Moses,  delivered 
by  the  Almighty  himself  ibr  the  government  of  his 
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own  ckoseo  race,  recognised  a  complete  property 
in  slaves.  << Abraham,  the  fhther  of  the  faitliftil,^ 
<<the  friend  of  God,"  had  upwards  of  two  handred 
bom  in  his  own  honse,  whom  he  trained  to  war. 
Isaac,  the  child  of  promise,  inherited  this  property; 
and  Jacob,  the  progenitcur  of  the  twelve  tribes  of 
Israel,  had  bond-men  and  bond-maids  of  his  own. 
We  even  find  the  same  custom  to  have  prevailed 
with  them,  which  continues  to  the  present  dav; 
that  when  a  daughter  was  given  in  marriage,  sne 
recdved,  as  a  gift  from  her  father,  a  maid  servant, 
and  a  man  servant  was  ffiven  with  a  son.  Under 
the  benign  influence*  of  the  gospd  dispensation,  no 
change  in  this  respect  is  found.  The  Apostle 
Paul,  in  his  letters  to  the  churches  of  Ephesus  and 
Oomse^and  in  his  instruction  to  Timothy,  de- 
aiffned  for  all  christians,  and  in  all  ases,  speaking 
ofthe  relative  and  reciprocal  duties  of  parents  and 
children,  of  husbands  and  wives,  never  fails  to 
exhort  servants  or  slaves  to  be  obedient  to  their 
masters,  and  masters  to  deal  gently  with  their 
slaves.  Fidelity,  on  the  part  of  the  slave,  and 
kfaftdness,  on  the  part  of  the  master,  are  thus  made 
chiistian  duties;  but  emancipation  is  not  even 
hinted  at.  as  the  right  ofthe  one^  or  the  obligation 
of  the  otner.  Before  I  leave  this  part  of  the  sul>- 
jeot  it  may  not  be  improper  to  advert  to  the  story 
of  Onesimus;  he  was  the  slave  of  Philemon,  a  dis- 
tinguished christian  minister.  Onedmus  fled  from 
his  master  and  went  to  Rome,  where,  by  the  in- 
struction of  Paul,  he  was  converted  to  the'  chris- 
tain  faith.  Paul  found  him  useful  in  the  cause, 
and  desired  to  retain  him  in  Rome;  but  recognis- 
ing the  property  of  Philemon  in  him,  he  had  no 
hesitation  to  remand  Onesimus  to  his-  master ;  and 
not  even  to  employ  him  in  the  cause  of  Gk>d,  with- 
out first  obtaminr  his  master's  consent.  Now,  sir, 
as  it  is  evident,  that,  under  every  dispensation  of 
Heaven,  slavery  has  existed,  ana  that  neither  pa- 
triarchsj  prophets,  nor  apostles,  to  whom  the  word- 
of  inspiration  was  committed,  ever  liiade  the  sub- 

r*  ct  a  test  of  piety,  or  matter  of  animadversion, 
know  of  no  principle,  either  human  or  divine, 
by  which  s4aveholders  in  America  can  be  justly 
tmobated  as  the  most  odious  of  mankind. 

I>o  I  attempt  to  justify  the  principle  of  slavery 
by  thus  adverting  to  sacred  history  to  prove  its 
existence  among  good  men?  Na  But  theaUu- 
sion  is  made  to  prove  this  fact:  that  there  may  be 
a  state  of  things  in  which  slavery  becomes  a  ne- 
cessary evil,  and  in  which  its  existence  is  not  in- 
oon^potible  with  true  religion.  Such  a  state  of 
things,  die  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  .side  must 
aeknowledffe  to  have  existed  among  themselves ; 
ibr  in  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  those  States  where 
it  is  abolished,  though  the  number  was  small,  yet, 
the  wisdom  of  their  legislatures,  in  almost  every 
instance,  prevented  the  evils  which  they  expected 
to  result  from  a  sudden  change,  by  providing  for 
its  gradual  abolition.  Yes,  nr,  those  who  are  now 
naost  censorious  m  their  declamations  against  slave- 
ry, have,  by  their  own  acts,  in  their  own  States, 
sanctioned  every  principle  which  the  slaveholder 
in  other  States,  either  sanctions  or  avows ;  because, 
in  the  gradual  instead  of  suddoi  abolition,  they 
baveacktto^edgfd  the  existence  of  that  state  of 


things  amon^  themselves,'  which  justified  the  hoM^ 
inff  of  some  in  a  state  of  involuntary  servitude  for 
lite,4md  of  others  for  a  term  of  years.  If  suek 
has  been  the  policy  of  States,  where  the  numbar 
of  slaves,  owiuff  cnriginally  to  the  coldness  of  thcar 
climate  rather  uan  to  any  moral  cause,  bore  but 
a  very  small  proportion,  to  their  whole  population, 
it  is  but  reasonaue  to  -conclude  that  they  wevkl 
have  justified  the  same  poHoy  which  has  governed* 
their  sister  States,  had  it  b^  their  lot  to  have 
embosomed  as  great  a  proportion  of  slaves. 

But  hmMXMty  is  the  plea.  And  can  gentlemesi 
sincerely  bdieve  diat  the  cause  of  humanity  will 
be  promoted  by  still  confining  this  population  with- 
in such  limits,  as  that  their  r^tive  numbers  will 
oppose  everlasting  obstacles  to  thek  emancipation? 
Upon  the  most  extensive  principle  of  philanthit)py, 
I  say^  let  them  sjnread  forth  with  the  growing  ex- 
tent of  our  nation.  I  am  sure  I  plead  the  cauaeof 
humanity.  I  advocate  the  best  interests  of  the  soaa 
of  bondage,  when  I  entreat  you  to  give  them  roon 
to  be  happy;  and  so  disperse  them  as  that,  under 
the  auspices  of  Providence,  they  may  one  day  en- 
joy the  rights  of  man,  without  convulsing  the  em- 
pire or  endangering  society.  We  must  now  lake 
the  world  as  we  find  it — ^not  as  we  would  have  it; 
and  adapt  our  measures  to  the  actual  state  of  things. 
The  crudties  which  are  passed  cannot  be  retract- 
ed ;  and  upon  the  slave  trade  we  can  now  only  look 
back  with  emotions  of  re^et,  which  have  but  one 
bahn  of  consolation  to  mitigate  our  sorrows.  It  is 
this:  that  outrages  upon  humanity  may  be  tole- 
rated in  civilized  society,  which  are  overruled  by  Di- 
vine Providenee,  for  die  ultimate  good  of  those  who 
were  the  victims  of  crudty.  Such  has  been  the 
consequence  of  the  slave  trade;  and  lei  it  now  be 
our  object  to  make  them  feel  the  ben^t,  since  they 
have  not  been  exempted  from  die  misery. 

There  is  no  just  cause  for  irritation  on  this  sub- 
ject. We  should  suppress  our  feelings,  when  they 
threaten  to  transport  us  beyond  the  toonds  of  rea- 
son. Ea|ly  habits  beget  strong  prejudices,  and 
under  a  heavy  burden  of  them  we  all  labor.  But 
it  becomes  us  to  bring  them  to  one  common  altar, 
atid  consume  them  together.  Before  we  compel 
our  brother  to  pluck  the  mote  from  hb  eye,  it  will 
be  wise  to  take  the  beam  from  our  own.  On  thk 
occasion  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  my  own  fed- 
ings  on  a  former  occurrence.  When  I  first  came 
to  Congress,  it  was  with  mii^ledetnfOtions  of  hor- 
ror and  surprise  that  I  saw  citisens  from  the  non- 
slavehoMing  States,  as  they  are  call^ — ^yea,  and 
both  branctKs  of  our  National  Legislature — ndmff 
in  a  coach  and  four,  with  a  white  servant  seated 
before,  managing  the  reins,  another  standing  be- 
hind the  coach,  and  both  of  these  white  servants 
in  livery.  Is  this,  said  I  to  myself,  the  degraded 
condition  of  the  citizen,  on  whose  voice  the  liber- 
ties of  a  nation  may  depend?  I  could  not  recon- 
cile it  with  my  ideas  of  fre^om ;  because,  in  the 
State  where  I  received  my  first  impressions,  slaves 
alone  were  servile.  All  white  men  there  are  on 
ui  equality,  and  every  citizen:  feels  his  independ- 
ence. We  have  no  classes — no  patrician  or  ple- 
b«an  rank.  Honesty  and  honor  form  all  die  dis- 
tinctions that  are  lelt  or  known.    Whatever  maf 
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be  the  CQMKtion  of  a  citizea  with,  us,  you  muit 
tMttt  him  as  an  equal.    This  I  find  is  not  so  in 
efrery  pert  of  the  non-shiTeholdiBg  Stales,  espe- 
dMj  m  your  populous  cities,  where  ranks  and  dis- 
tincooas,  the  precursors  ot  aristocracy,  afare&dy 
be|^  to  exist    They  whose  business  it  is  to  per* 
form  menial  offices  m  other  States,  are  as  serrile 
»s  our  ala?es  in  the  West.  ■  Where  is  the  oreat 
dififefeaee  betwixt  the  condition  of  him  who  ^eess 
your  stable,  who  blacks  your  boots,  who  hc^«b 
your  stirmpi.  or  mounts  behind  your  coach  when 
mi  ride,  aoa  the  slave  who  obeys  the  commaBd  of 
his  master?    There  may  be  a  nominal  difference; 
but  il  would  be  difficult  to  describe  its  reality.    In 
the  Ofte  case  it  is  called  voluntary,  because  it  is 
iaaioeed  by  its  own  neeesaity,  and  in  the  odier  in- 
TvUHUury,  because  imoosed  by  the  will  of  another. 
Whatever  diierence  there  may  be  in  the  princi- 
ple; the  eifects  upon  soctet^r  are  the  same.    The 
condition,  in  some  respects,  is  in  favor  of  the  slave. 
Heis8U]^ed  with  food  and  clothing;  andinthe 
hear  of  siduiess  he  finib  relief.  No  anxious  cares, 
in  relation  to  age  and  infirmity^  invade  his  breast 
He  ten  na  duns:  careless  of  the  pressure  of  the 
times,  he  dreads  not  the  coercion  of  payment,  nor 
feels  the  cruelty  of  that  code  which  confines  the 
i^te  servant  in  prison,  because  die  iron  hand  of 
poverty  has  wrested  from  him  the  means  of  support 
for  his  fiunily.    Though  slavery  still  .must  be  con- 
feieed  a  bktier  draught,  yet  where  the  stan^  of  na- 
ture marks  the  distinction,  and  when  the  mind, 
from  eady  habit,  is  mouldei  to  the  condition,  the 
slave  often  finds  less  knttemess  in  the  cup  ot  life 
than  most  white  servants.    What  is  the  condition 
<d  manj,  who  are  continuaU^r  saluting  our  ears 
with  cnes  of  want,  even  in  this  city?    Men,  wo- 
meoy  boys,  gkls,  from  in&ncv  to  old  affe,  craving 
relief  from  every  passenger.  Are  they  sUves?  No. 
AmonR  die  sUves  are  no  beggars ;  no  vagrants ; 
none  idle  for  want  of  employ,  or  crying  far  want 
of  bread.    Every  condition  of  life  has  its  evib; 
and  moec  evils  have  some  palliative^  tho^h  per- 
haps none  less  than  those  of  white  menials.  xetHNr, 
noneaie  more  lavish  of  their  censures  against  slave- 
hoUcrs  than  those  lordHngs  with  livery  servants 
of  their  own  complexion.    For  my  own  part,  I 
have  hitherto  been  fortunate  in  my  public  course, 
in  having  retained  the  confidence  of  my  fellow 
eitisens.    I  have  not  only  triumphed  over  the  most 
trottbM  elements — I  have  even  braved  tiie  storm 
produced  by  the  famous  compensatiiia  law ;  but*  I 
never  coukl  stand  having  white  servants  dtessed 
iA  livery.    No,  sir,  when  the  honest  laborer,  the 
mechanic,  however  poor,  or  whatever  his  emjdoy- 
ment,  visits  my  house,  it  mattersnot  what  compa* 
ny  if  there,  be  must  sit  with  meat  my  board,  and 
receive  the  same  treatment  as  the  most  distinffuislH 
ed  guest;  betMUse  in  him  I  recognise  a  fellow 
citisen  and  an  equal. 

The  condition  of  the  slave  is  but  little  under^ 
stood  by  those  who  are  not  the  eye-witnesses  of 
his  treaUBent  His  sufferings  are  greatly  ttgm- 
vated  in  their  apprehension.  The  general  cnar- 
aoter  of  the  slavendding  community  can  no  more 
be  determined,  nor  should  they  be  any  more  stig- 
by  a  particular  instance  of  cruelty  to  a 


slave,  than  the  character  of  the  non-slaveholding 
community  by  a  particular  instance  of  crudty  in 
a  parent  towards  his  child^  a  guardian  to  his  ward, 
or  a  master  to  his  apprentice.  No  man  among  us 
can  be  cruel  to  his  slave  without  incurring  the 
execmtion  of  the  whole  community.  The  slave 
is  trained  to  industry^;  and  he  is  recompensed  by 
kindness  and  humanity,  which  lighten  ms  burden. 
His  master  is  his  ffuardian.  He  enjo3rs  the  rights 
of  conscience  and  worships  God  as  he  chooses. 
The  Gospel  sheds  as  bright  a  lustire  on  his  path  as 
on  that  of  the  white  man;  and  quite  as^ffreat  a 
prc^xnrtion  ojf  them  become  believers  in  the  Sa« 
viour.  and  are  admitted  into  the  communion  of 
the  Christian  church. 

Exc^t  on  the!  suffar,  the  rice,  and  the  cotton 
plantations,  at  the  South,  the  slave  is  not  a  profit 
to  his  master.  Upon  a  fair  calculation  of  debtor 
and  creditor,  the  majority  of  them  would  fall  in 
debt ;  and  the  holdinf^  of  them  is  more  a  matter  of 
convenience  than  profit. 

^  solemn  appeal  has  been  made  to  the  Declara- 
tion of  Independence,  as  if  that  instrument  had  a 
bearing  uppn  this  question ;  though,  at  that  day, 
and  long  since,  slavery  existed  in  every  State  oi 
the  Union.  That  sentiment  has  been  quoted,  that 
all  men  are  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed 
bj  their  Creator  wiw  certain  eqiial,  inalienalde 
rights ;  amon^  which  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pur- 
smt  of  happmess.  This  sacred  truth  should  be 
engraven  upon  every  heart,  for  it  is  the  foundation 
of  all  civil  rights^  and  the  palladium  of  our  liber-, 
ties.  The  meamng  of  this  sentence  is  defined  in 
its  application ;  that  all  communities  stand  upon 
an  equality  i  that  Americans  are  equal  with  Bfng- 
lishmen,  and  have  the  right  to  organize  such  gov- 
ernment for  themselves  as  they  shul  choose,  whep- 
ever  it  is  their  ideasure  to  dissolve  the  bonds  which 
unite  them  to  another  people.  ,The  same  princi- 
ple applied  to  Missouri  will  defeat  the  ol](|ect  of 
gentlemen  who  advocate  this  restriction. 

Could  this  piittciple  be  reduced  to  practice  in 
rdation  to  every  human  being,  it  would  be  happy; 
but  such  is  the  character,  and  such,  the  ccmdUion 
of  man,  that  it  is  perpetually  violated  by  every  in- 
dividual, and  by  every  body  pcditic;  ofWn  wan* 
tonly^  sometimes  through  necessity.  Every  State 
in  tbis  Confederacy,  not  even  excepting  the  great 
and  unambitious  State  of  Pennsylvania,  vidates 
this  principle^  if  it  be  understood  according  ta  the 
application  ^ven  it  by  gentlemen^  in  the  most  tm^ 
portent  politiM  rights--the  elective  Uranchise  aad 
the  qualifieatkm  for  office.  The  organization  cf 
every  department,  both  of  the  Gtoeral  Govern- 
ment  and  the  Stete  governments,  infringes  upon 
this  prtnoiple.  Different  qualifications  are  re* 
quired  in  different  States;  in  some,  a  freehold  in- 
heritance; and  the  least,  in  the  most  democratic 
States,  are  age  and  residence.  And  shall  we  re* 
ject  a  Stete  for  this  violation  of  principle?  How* 
ever  unfortunate  it  mzj  be,  this  great  principle  of 
equa^ty,  so  deli^htfid  in  theory,  is  bat  very  par* 
tially  regarded  m  practice;  and  I  will  not  deny 
the  allegation,  when  it  is  asserted  that  necessitv 
often  justifies  the  measure.    Then,  «ir,  let  rmpm- 
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ous  necessity,  in  this  case,  also,  prefer  its  claim  to 
consideration. 

But  I  am  at  some  loss  to  conceive  why  gentle- 
men should  arouse  all  their  sympathies  upon  this 
occasion,  when  they  permit  them  to  lie  dormant 
imon  the  same  subject  in  relation  to  other  sections 
of  country,  in  which  their  power  would  not  be 
questioned.  Congress  has  the  express  power,  stip- 
ulated by  the  Constitution,  to  exercise  exclusiye 
legislation  oyer  this  district  of  ten  miles  square. 
l£re  slavery  is  still  sanctioned  by  law ;  and,  though 
we  have  ocular  demonstration  of  it  continually, 
the  slave  in  this  place  finds  no  advocate.  Is  it  be- 
cause they  fear  no  political  rivalry  from  this  quar- 
ter? To  interfere  with  State  sovereignty  upon 
this  subject,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  dowmnght 
usurpation ;  but,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  con- 
taimng  a  population  of  30,000  souls,  and  probably 
as  many  slaves  as  the  whole  territory  of  Missouri, 
with  three  cities  increasing  rapidly  m  population; 
the  power  of  providing  for  their  emancipation  rests 
with  Congress  alone.  Why,  then,  Mr.  President, 
let  me  ask,  why  all  this  sensibility,  this  commiser- 
ation^ this  heart-rendinff  sympathy^  for  the  slaves 
of  Missouri,  and  this  cold  insensibuity,  this  eternal 
apathy  towards  the  slaves  of  the  Distnct  of  Colum- 
bia ?  There  is  a  mystery  in  this  anxiety,  this  ex- 
citement of  popular  commotion  on  the  one  hand, 
and  this  utter  indifference  on  the  other,  which  it 
requires  a  casuist  to  divine.  Is  your  object  the 
eniancipation  of  slaves?  No  one  pretends  that 
this  measure  will  diminish  the  numW  of  slaves, 
unless^  by  this  very  sinj^r  kind  of  humanity, 
you  diminish  their  comfort  to  such  a  degree  as  to 
prevent  the  increase  of  that  species  of  population. 
Nor  is  it  pretended  that  the  fsulure  of  this  favorite 
motion  for  restriction  will  enslave  a  solitary  indi- 
vidual of  the  human  race ;  though  we  have  wit- 
nessed that  strange  kind  of  sympathy  for  their  suf- 
fering^ which  would  so  confirm  their  misery  as  to 
deprive  them  of  a  posterity.  For  my  own  part, 
Mr.  President,  I  do  not  well  comprehend  this  hu- 
manity. I  would  prefer  a  different  exercise  of  this 
noble  principle.  Miserable  as  the  condition  of  the 
slave  may  be,  his  condition  is  yet  preferred  to  that 
of  annihilation.  He  finds  in  life  sufllcient  charms 
to  induce  him  still  to  cleave  to  it ;  and  in  his  rising 
progeny  he  has  the  same  kind  of  satisfaction  that 
the  free  man  feels.  He  will  never  court  your 
annnpathies,  if  they  are  to  be  elicited  in  adding  con- 
finement to  servitude,  and  to  ultimate  in  annihila- 
tion. Humanity  has  a  head  as  well  as  heart; 
and  as  the  citizens  of  Missouri  have  the  same  right 
in  nature  to  ^vem  themselves  that  any  others 
ienjoy,  the  legitimate  exercise  of  this  principle  will 
he,  to  leave  them  to  the  enjoyment  of  that  riffht, 
and  they  will  decide  for  themselves  the  mostliu- 
mane  policy  to  be  pursued. 

But,  sir,  this  is  not  a  question  of  slavery.  The 
simple  question  involved  is  this ;  whether  I  shall 
have  an  equal  right  with  my  worthy  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Roberts)  to  remove  with  my 
property  (slaves  and  all)  to  Missouri^-^t  con^mon 
property,  purchased  t^  the  common  treasure  of 
the  whole  Union:  and  whether  my  constituents, 
the  citizens  of  Kentucky,  shall  enjoy  the  same 


right  with  the  citizens  of  Maine  to  inherit  this 
common  property,  with  all  their  effects.  I  am 
aware,  sir,  that,-  by  some  means,  this  question  hat 
been  made  to  assume  the  appearance  of  a  question 
for  freedom  on  the  one  hand  and  slavery  on  the 
other.  From  the  popular  excitement  which  has 
manifested  itself  m  many  communities  at  the 
North,  I  am  warranted  in  this  conclusion.  The 
mass  of  society  in  every  section  of  our  Country  is 
righteous ;  and  I  am  certain  the  expression  of 
their  sentiments  upon  this  subject,  by  such  worthy 
and  honorable  citizens,  in  so  many  popular  meet- 
ings, has  been  upon  this  mistaken  view.  ^  It  has 
not  been* the  clamor  of  intrigruing  politicians, 
striving  for  an  ascoidency  of  power,  provoking 
local  animosities  for  ambitious  purposes,  but  from 
a  misapprehension  of  the  main  quesden  for  that  of 
slavery.  I  am  ready  to  acknowledj^  that  they 
have  shown  a  zeal  in  the  cause  of  fiberty  which 
does  honor  to  their  hearts.  I  will  mention  a  case 
in  point :  A  very  worthy  friend  of  mine,  wiio  was 
always  an  enemy  to  slavery,  and  had  made  per- 
sonal sacrifices  in  the  cause  of  emancipation,  was 
of  the  opinion  that  Congress  had  no  Constitutional 
right  to  impose  this  restriction.  He  received  a 
letter  from  an  intimate  fnend  of  his  expfessing 
much  surprise  on  learning  that  he  had  become  an 
advocate  for  slavery.  In  his  reply,  he  denied  the 
chaicge  of  having  changed  his  sentiments;  bat 
stated  his  reasons  for  the  opinion  which  he  held 
in  a  manner  which  woidd  have  done  hoii<Hr  both 
to  the  head  and  heart  of  a  legislktor.  He  con- 
ceived the  Government  to  be  pledged,  bf  the 
solemn  stipulation  of  the  treaty  of  cession  by 
which  that  territory  was  acquired,  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union ;  which  pledge  could  not  be  hon- 
orably redeemed,  if  conditions  were  imposed  which 
did  not  exist  in  relation  to  the  ori^al  States. 
As  slavey  therem  had  been  sanctioned  bylaw 
'vHiile  it  remained  a  territory ;  and  as  citizens  of 
the  States,  holding  slaves,  had  purchased  lands 
from  the  Govomment,  in  tnat  teiritory,  under  the 
expectation  of  removmg  to  it,  and  improving  it 
with  their  ^ves,  hrconceived  it  to  be  an  act  of 
injustice  in  that  Government  to  require  a  condi- 
tion whkh  would  deprive  them  of  these  benefits. 
The  power  of  Congress  to  admit  new  States  into 
the*Union^  he  conceived  to  be  no  other  than  that 
of  the  principle  of  the  Constitution ;  wherry 
every  State  so  admitted  must  retain  the  same  sot- 
ereignty  as  that  retained  by  the  States  whidi~ 
formed  the  Federal  compact :  and  as  those  States 
had  reserved  to  themsdves  the  power  of  sanetioB- 
inff  or  abolishing  da  very,  so  Missouri,  on  becomiilf 
a  State,  could  not  be  constitutionally  deprived  of 
that  power.  This  reasoning,  sir,  appears  to  me 
conclusive.  The  stipulations  of  the  treaty ;  the 
sanctions  under  which  the  lands  have  been  sold, 
and  the  nature  of  the  Constitution  itself,  in  r^g^ura 
to  State  sovereignties,  oppose  irresistiUe  obstades 
to  the  restriction  proposedi  But  these  misunder- 
standings of  the  real  question  at  issue  are  unfortu- 
nate, as  they  produce  a  fidse  alarm  in  the  commu- 
nity. Prejudices  thus  rivetted  upon  the  minds  of 
a  virtuous  people  are  calculated  to  array  6ne  part 
of  the  great  American  family  against  the  other, 
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without  the  ii<^  of  one  solitaiy  benefit  for  the  re- 
sult. Ambitions  naen  may  ffladly  seize  the  occa- 
90B  to  court  popularity  and  eonfidence;  but  rest 
wmared  the  people  are  to  be  the  victims  of  their 
wiles. 

The  diirisiop  which  this  subject  produces  is  the 
more  to  be  dqirecated  as  it  is  marked  by  geogranh- 
icml  lines.  The  mischieyous  consequences  of  thus 
pvoTokin«^  jealousies  and  animosities  have  not  been 
suffidenuV  contemplated  by  the  patriot  and  states- 
man. The  inevitable  result  must  be  this:  you 
will  look  fcNT  resifjknce.  and  overlook  merU.  Puoiio 
aerviees  and  private  virtues  will  be  forgotten.  A 
demon  or  a  saint  vnll  equally  suit  your  purpose, 
tfll  the  farorite  object  is  accomplished.  Prejudice 
will  blind  your  eyes  to  the  danger  of  bad  princi- 
ples; and  while  laborms  b  vain  to  break  the 
■omades  of  others,  who  do  not  thank  you  for  the 
«&)ct,  you  are  faffing  chains  for  yotnrselves,  that 
wiB  oDt  day  hold  you  in  bondage.  Heretofore 
we  have  divided  upon  the  principle  of  measures 
eqcnlly  affoeting  every  part  or  the  nation.  In  1796, 
when  measures  tendmg  to  consolidation,  threaten- 
id^  the  liberty  of  speech  and  the  press,  were  pur- 
sued, no  ffeographical  lines,  marking  the  division  be^ 
tween  s&tvdMMding  and  non-slaveholdinff  States, 
produeed  the  sentiment  of  either  party.  The  strife 
was  betwixt  honest  and  patriotic  members  of  every 
community  and  every  village.  The  consequences 
were  olten  unha|»y  for  a  moment,  but  not  dan- 
^erous^o  the  whole  family.  The  enmities  which 
It  occasioned  were  temporary,  and  would  soon  die 
a  natocal  death.  But,  when  local  residence  be- 
eomeK  the  occasion  of  deep-rooted  animosities,  the 
consequences  are  always  danger^s,  and  often 
fatai  Why^  then,  attempt  a  dangerous  course, 
when  necessity  does  not  demand  it?  There  is 
nodiing  in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  the  powers 
of  the  Qeneral  Government,  touching  any  of  the 
objects  of  the  Confederacy,  which  requires  a  sin- 
de  allusion  to  the  snbjeet  of  sfaMrery  in  the  Stat». 
Once  in  ten  years  it  4nay  possibly  have  its  into- 
ence  in  fixing  the  ratio  or  refvesentation ;  and  I 
believe,  at  the  last  census,  the  slaveholding  States 
lost  several  Representatives,  by  the  supericnr  man- 
agement of  the  other  States,  in  leaving  the  great* 
est  fraction  upon  them.  But,  this  being  accidental 
an^  temporary,  was  no  subject  of  contention. 

On  the^^revent  occasion,  sir,  you  attempt  impos- 
sibilities. Ycfu  may  injure,  but  von  cannot  boiefit, 
the  Uaek  population.  If  ever  tney  enjoy  freedom, 
their  emancipation  must  be  gradual ;  and  it  must 
be  preceded  by  a  progressive  amelioration  of  their 
eotidition,  to  prepare  them  for  liberty.  The  more 
yoQ  sofifer  diom  to  disperse,  the  more  rapidly  you 
will  accelerate  this  desirable  state  of  things.  The 
energies  of  the  Christian  world  are  now  combined 
in  the  diffusion  of  evangdical  lif^t,  and  the  prin- 
ciples which  it  inculcates  are  every  day  relaxing 
the  bonds  of  slavery^. 

Providence,  M  wise  and  inscrutaUe  in  its  wa3r8, 
is  gradually  ^e^ng  the  ultimate  object  of  our 
wwhes.  which  your  ill-timed  interposition  is  cal* 
eolated  only  to  retards  Individual  exertion,  act- 
ing in  concert,  can  alone  prepare  the  way.  Bn- 
comage  Sunday  schools ;  multiply  JKUe  societies ; 
16th  Con.  1st  Sbbb.— 12 


hiciease  missionary  exertions;  animate'to  deeds  of 
benevolence,  abolition  soci^es,  and  perfect  the  sys- 
tem of  colonization.  Then  trust  the  kind  providence 
j  of  God  for  the  result,  and  you  will  perform  the 
I  duties  of  Christians  and  patriots,  in  the  service  of 
God  and  his  creatures.  But,  till  you  can  chanse 
the  spots  of  the  leopard,  you  cannot  change  the 
condition  of  the  slaves,  l^  the  illegitimate  mea- 
sures now  proposed.  You  may  violate  the  Con- 
stitution— ^you  may  impair  the  social  compact  by 
encroaching  upon  tbe  sovereignty  of  the  States, 
which  is  tlui  ]^ladium  of  our  liberties — ^you  may 
touch  the  right  of  property  under  the  pretext  c^ 
letting  the  captive  go  firee ;  you  may  essay  to  bind 
the  people  oi  Missouri,  bv  prescribing  to  them 
conditions  of  legislation  ;  out  your  ^ort  will  be 
fruitless.  You  nsk  much  and  gain  nothing.  The 
people  of  Missouri  are  Americans.  They  fiav'e  the 
right  of  sdf-ffovemment)  and  they  will  govern 
themselves.  You  may  prepare  chains  for  them, 
but,  like  Saimpson's  coitls,  they  will  be  as  tow, 
and  fall  asunder  lik^  ropes  of  sand  These  people 
are  descendants  of  freemen.  They  are  of  the  old 
stock,  who  achieved  your  independence ;  and  they 
will  be  free.  Do  you  hope  to  abridge  their  sover^ 
ei^ty?  Their  character  is  a  pledge  thiat  they 
will  not  yield  their  rights. 

Whatever  may  be  our  anxiety  for  univeieai  free- 
dom, it  is  very  certain  that  no  sudden  chanse  can 
be  effected.  To  attempt  impossibilities  wiU  only 
expose  our  folly.  God  himself  has  taught  us  to 
wait  patiently  the  operations  of  time,  by  his  own 
example,  in  six  days  employment  in  the  formation 
of  the  world ;  and  while  we  find  sufficient  evil  to 
awaken  all  our  sensibilities,  we  should  remember 
that  man  cannot  renovate  the  world  in  mie  day. 
in  the  moral  world,  we  see  vices  and  crimes ;  m 
the  ^digious  world,  persecutions  and  martyrdoms^ 
in. the  political  world,  d^potism  and  convulsions ; 
in  the  physical  world,  earthquakes  and  tornadoes. 
Who  can  renovate  the  heart  of  tiie  vicious,  aad 
chasten  the  thov^ts  of  the  wicked?  Whocaa 
sustain  the  martyr  upon  the  cross?  Who  can 
hush  the  tempest  in  the  political  world,  or  contnc^ 
the  destinies  of  nature?  He  only,  who  holds  the 
vrinds  in  the  hotiow  of  his  hand.  I  chawe  you, 
then,  to  let  patience  have  its  perfeet  work ;  and 
dk>  not  rashly  disturb  the  balance  of  this  hannoni- 
ous  political  system.  If  you  do,  the  Ueod  wifl  be 
upon  your  own  heads.  I  have.unsinken  confi- 
dence in  the  Providence  of  God,  that  he  will,  in 
his  goodness,  provide  the  ways  and  means  of  de- 
liverance from  this  great  evil,  and  that  he  wiU  do 
it  without  violence  or  compulsion.  But  we  are 
to  choose  the  time,  and  effect  in  a  day  what  can- 
not be  acconmlished  in  years,  without  A  miracle.; 
and  this  is  to  he  done  widiout  respect  to  eidur  the 
sentiments  or  rights  of  our  neighbors.  Instead  of 
satirfyiiiff  ourselves  with  the  happy  condition  in 
which  a  kind  Providence  has  placed  us,  we  are  to 
aspire,  like  our  first  parents  in  Eden,  to  become  as 
ffoas';  and,  for  the  sake  of  giving  law  to  others, 
independent  as  oursdves,  we  are  to  set  the  whole 
nation  in  a  state  of  commotion.  Beware,  lest,  like 
them,  you  should  experience  a  sad  reverse,  itnd  en- 
tail the  corse  upon  posterity.    We  aie  to  beoonw 
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constitution-makers,  and  ^ye  both  the  text  and 
commentary.  I  was  taught  to  believe  in  the  doc- 
trine of  the  Revolutionary  patriots,  vox  popuU  vox 
Deiy  but  now  the  maxim  is  too  antiquated  to  be 
regarded.  I  have  been  a  disciple  of  the  old  school, 
which  taught  us  to  believe  that  all  power  belonged 
to  the  people ;  and  have  ever  admired  the  beauti^ 
ful  fabric  of  this  Western  empire,  because  it  was 
calculated  to  secure  the  exercise  of  this  power  to 
each  State,  while  it  delegated  to  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment a  sufficient  portion,  to  iffovide  for  the 
common  safety,  and  secure  the  narmony  of  its 
several  parts ;  out  this  harmony  is  now  to  be  dis- 
turbed; this  magna  charta  of  our  rights  is  to  be 
broken ;  this  fair  fabric,  is  t6  be  shaken,  to  gratify 
the  lust  of  power ;  and  Congress,  deriving  all  its 
authority  from  the  States,  is  to  prescribe  to  the 
States  the  limits  of  their  Constitutional  prero^- 
tive.  I  would  not  impeach  the  jpotitical  sagacity 
of  this  body ;  but  such  is  my  conndence  in  the  vir- 
tue and  talents  of  the  community,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  every  ten  miles  square  in^  the  United 
States  is  as  competent  as  the  whole  collected  wis- 
dom of  the  nation  to  frame  a  constitution.  Com- 
petent or  not,  the  people  of  Missouri  have  the 
right,,  and  they  must  exercise  it  without  any  re- 
striction which  is  not  common  to  all  the  States. 
If  you  begin  to  prescribe  restrictions,  you.may  pur- 
sue the  course  without  limitation  or  control.  You 
may  prescribe  the  qualifications  of  electors  and 
candidates ;  the  powers  and  organization  of  every 
branch  of  their  govemmei\t,  tul  self-government 
is  lost,  and  their  liberty  is  but  an  empty  name. 
Th^  doctrine,  sir,  is  alarming.  But  one  security 
from  its  baletiil  influence  is  in  the  independence  of 
the  people.  They  will  not  submit,  it  is  not  the 
question  whether  the  thing  required  is  ri^ht  or 
wrong  in  itself,  but  whether  you  have  the  right  to 
impose  it.  The.  principle  of  taxation,  or  the 
amount  levied,  had  no  influence  in  bringing  on  the 
American  Revolution;  but  the  right  of  Parlia- 
EMBt,  in  which  the  colonies  had  no  representation, 
to  impose  the  tax.  They  persisted,  and  a  bloody 
war  ensued ;  and  the  decision  was  in  favor  of  that 
side  where  justice  was. 

I  exhort  to  moderation  and  justice.  Look  at 
the  starvii^  poor  in  England.  Hear  the  clankinff 
chains  of  oespotism  throughout  Europe,  Asia,  and 
Africa.  The  cries  of  oppression  are  heard  in 
every  region,  and  the  c&use  of  injured  humanity 
rends  every  American  bosom.  But  will  our  com- 
miseration justify  our  interference  ?  Shall  we  be- 
come a  nation  of  knight-errants,  and  involve  the 
country  in  war/with  all  the  rest  of  the  world  to 
establish  free  government  in  other  quarters  of  the 
globe  ?  We  may  pity  other  nations,  but  we  have 
no  right  to  intermeddle  with  their  policies ;  and  to 
attempt  it  would  be  the  extreme  of  madness.  Still 
more  cautious  should  we  be  about  intermeddling 
with  the  right  of  property  and  sdf^vemmeat  in 
Missouri.  In  so  doing,  you  will  jeopardize  the 
harmony  of  the  Union,  which  may  possibly  ulti- 
mate in  a  civil  war.  Recollect.  Greece  was  de- 
stroyed by  division,  and  Rome  oy  consolidation. 
Then  let  us  be  content  with  our  inheritance,  and 
profit  by  their  example ;  lest,  in  our  zeal  to  per- 


form what  we  cannot  accomplish,  we  one  day  be- 
come what  Greece  and  Rome  now  are. 

I  will  readily  admit,  sir,  that  the  non-slaveh(^d- 
in^  States  are  composed  of  brave  and  virtuoua 
citizens :  but  merit  does  not  exclusively  attach  to 
them.  We  will  not  shrink  from  the  comparison, 
whether  we  look  at  periods  or  principles — the  Rey- 
ohitiony  the  late  war ;  internal  policjr.  Republican 
rainciples,  moral  character^  or  religious  practice. 
The  authors  of  this  discussion  are  welcome  to  all 
the  advantages  they  can  derive  from  the  compar- 
ison. "  There  is  no  essential  diflerence  of  character 
among  all  the  diflfi^ent  sections  of  this  community. 
A  j^eral  coincidence  of  sentiment  streoffthens 
their  mutual  attachments,  which  I  trust  the  detnon 
of  di^ord  will  never  be  able  to  dissolve.  Yes^  sir, 
the  Union  is  founded  in  the  aflections  of  the  peo- 
ple, cemented  by  the  blood  of  our  fathen,  endeared 
by  common  sufiering,  and  secured  by  conmum 
interest.  Future  ffenerations,  rememblering  tbit 
their  fathers  mingled  their  blood  in  one  common 
cause,  and  their  ashes  in  one  common  urn,  will 
still  ifeel  like  brothers,  when  ambition  shall  have 
wasted  its  eflbrts ;  and  the  blessings  of  the  Confed- 
eracy shall  bt  long  enjoyed^  after  oUivion  shall 
have  drawn  a  veil  over  the  disturbers  of  its  peace. 
The  history  of  other  nations  is  before  us,  and  they 
should  be  marked  as  beacons  of  warning.  Re- 
member the  unhappy  record  of  the  ten  tribes  of 
Israel,  and  the  miserable  consequences,  whenever 
you  contemplate  the  effects  of  local  jealousies. 
Before  we  are  aware,  we  are  too  apt  to  excite  our 
own  passions  as  well  as  others,  and  rush  precipi- 
tately into  measures  which  will  leave  us  to  regret 
our  tolly  when  it  shall  be  too  late  to  retract. 

But  another  cause  of  complaint  is  recently 
brought  to  li^ht.  In  the  ratio  of  representation  and 
direct  taxation,  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  are  enu- 
merated. The  Constitution  was  framed  bv  patriots 
of  the  Revolution ;  and  the  principles  of  tnat  event 
were  too  deeply  engraven  upon  their  minds  to  suffer 
them  to  sepamte  the  ratio  of  representation  from 
that  of  taxation ;  and,  bv  mutual  compromise,  the 
ratio  was  settled  by  aU  tne  States  as  we  now  have 
it;  But,  in  the  organization  of  this-branch  of  the 
Legislature,  there  is  a  total  departure  from  this 
rule.  Upon  what  principle  does  the  little  State  of 
Delaware  send  two  members  to  this  body,  and  tbe 
great  State  of  New  York  send  no  meftel  Thb 
also  was  settled  upon  a  principle  of  compromise. 
It  is,  that  State  sovereignties  may  be  here  re|Nre- 
sented,  and,  in  the  Confederacy,  the  States  are  all 
equal.  The  Federal  character  is  iiere  preserved ; 
and,  in  the  other  House,  the  Representative  char- 
acter. In  one  House,  every  State  is  equal';  in  Uie 
other,  every  individual ;  and  none  would  wish  it 
Otherwise. 

In  what  way,  I  would  ask,  is  the  just  principle 
of  representation  violated,  by  taking  three-fifths  of 
the  slaves  into  the  calculation  ?  The  answer  is 
ffiven,  because  slaves  have  no  political  rights. 
And  what  i)olitical  rights  have  the  female  and  the 
minor?  And  how  many  free  persons  of  full  age 
are  excluded  irom  the  exercise  of  the  elective  fran- 
chise in  the  different  States?  Yet  all  are  taken 
into  the  enumeration  as  the  basis  for  representa- 
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doD.  Why?  Because  they  are  also  taken  into 
the  enomeration  for  taxation;  so  also  are  three- 
fifths  of  the  slaves  taken  into  the  enumeration  as 
Ihe  basis  for  taxation,  and  of  course  for  representa- 
tion. In  the  one  case  no  complaint  is  made,  but 
in  the  other  injustice  is  urged.  Every  argument, 
true  or  false,  must  be  broug:ht  to  bear  upon  this 
subject ;  which,  in  the  end,  will  effect  nothing,  and 
is,  m  fact,  worse  than  nothing. 

There  is  another  article  of  the  Constitution, 
which  is  thought  to  hare  some  relation  to  this  in- 
tended restriction.  "Congress  shall  guaranty  to 
each  State  a  Republican-  form  of  government  f 
and  here  we  have  a  controlling  power.  Suppose, 
then,  you  erect  your  standard  pf  Republicanism, 
and  revise  the  constitutions  of  the  difierent  States. 
Virginia  requires  a  freehold  qui^ification  in  the 
voter.  Dictate  to  her  better  principles.  Most  of 
the  other  States  require  some  property  qualifica- 
tion. Chan^  their  constitution^^  and  proclaim 
annual  election^  and  universal  suffrage,  such  as 
•we  have  in  Kentucky,  where  every  person  is  equal : 
and  the  beggar  (if  such  a  being  can  be  found  there) 
has  as  g^ood  a  vote  as  the  man  of  wealth.  Attempt 
these  tmngs,  and  you  will  have  enough  to  do;  but 
you  may  accomplish  it  as  easily,  and  upon  as  fair 
Constitutional  ground,  as  the  restriction  upon  Mis- 
souri. The  fact  is,  we  shall  be  better  employed  in 
confining  ourselves  to  the  great  objects  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  leave  every  State  to  manage  its  own 
concerns. 

Philosophers  have  said  much  upon  the  theory  of 
colors,  and  especially  upon  the  variety  of  com- 
pJexion  in  the  numan  species,  k  is  contended  by 
some  that  the  black  man,  the  red  man,  and  the 
white  man,  originally  sprang  from  different  ances- 
tors:  by  others,  that  aU  sprang  from  one  common 
stock;  and  the  last  theory  is  supported  by  revela- 
tion. It  is  further  believed,  that  the  difference  of 
ccdor,  firom  the  sli^rhtest  shade  to  the  deepest  black, 
is  owmg  mincipauy  to  climate,  and  the  different 
degrees  of  heat  to  which  they  have  been  for  many 
ages  «rposed.  To  whatever  cause  it  may  be  owing. 
the  difference  does  now  exist;  and  it  is  as  w^ 
J^nown  that  a  universal  prejudice  also  exists  as  to 
the  color  of  the  African,  which  in  a  great  measure 
depnVes  him  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  when 
emancipated.  Till  this  prejudice  is  eradicated,  or 
till  the  Ethiopian  shall  change  his  skin,  his  free- 
dom is  nominal  in  every  part  of  the  United  States. 
If  not,  where  is  the  black  man  of  the  North  ?  Like 
the  red  man,  he  is  nearly  extinct.  If  your  human- 
ity has  conquered  your  prejudice,  till  you  know  no 
color,  where  are  your  magistrates,  your  governors, 
your  representati  ves,  of  the  black  pNDpulation  ?  You 
proclaim  them  equal,  but  you  are  still  their  law- 
giv^s ;  we  see  none  of  them  in  the  National  Le- 
gislatiure,  nor  hear  of  them  in  your  State  govern- 
ments. The  prejudices  which  these  distinctions 
of  color  create  cannot  be  overcome  in  a  moment, 
and  we  should  contentedly  wait  that  gradual 
change  in  the  moral  world — that  slow  but  certain 
progress  of  improvement,  which  wiU  one  day  give 
universal  liberty  to  the  race  of  Adam. 

One  insarmountaUe,  I  may  say  omnipotent  bar^ 
ricr  with  us,  against  this  suduen  revolution,  is,  the 


number  of  our  slaves.  It  would  produce  convul- 
sions and  derangements,  destructive  to  the  morals 
and  safety  of  the  whole  community.  But  liberty 
has  charms,  and  so  has  music ;  but  was  there  any 
thin^  captivating  in  Nero's  harp  while  Rome  was 
envdoped  in  flames?  Let  the  safety  of  the  com- 
monwealth be  first  secured,  and  then  extend  the 
blessings  of  freedom  as  time  shall  prepare  them  to 
enjoy  it,  with  advantage  to  themselves  and  tran- 
qmllrty  to  the  State. 

The  sages  of  our  Revolution  were  not  so  con- 
scientious as  to  make  emancipation  a  sim  qua  wm 
to  a  Union  against  British  encroachments;  nor 
did  they  ever  mink  of  interfering  in  the  subject  of 
slavery  with  the  States.  That  was  leA  vnth  God 
and  the  consciences  of  those  interested.  Slave- 
holders and  others  could  march  under  one  stand- 
ard in  the  common  cause.  Washington  and 
Greene  coidd  move  in  perfect  concert  of  action ; 
Hancock  and  Jefferson  could  act  in  harmony  of 
council,  without  one  discordant  passion  on  this 
account  Nor  did  the  wise  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution essay  to  give  it  the  slightest  touch*  Even 
a  part  of  the  New  England  States  voted -a^fainst 
the  power  of  Congress  to  check  the  importation  of 
slaves  for  twenty  years.  But  now,  when  all  politi- 
cal animosities  are  subsiding,  and  every  angry 
passion  is  sinking  to  rest,  the  golden  apple  must 
be  thrown.  Political  power  and  personal  aggran- 
dizement must  arise,  and  li^t  the  torch  of  discord 
among  this  happy,  this  virtuous,  this  affectionate 
people.  Keep  in  mind  the  theory  of  our  General 
Government.  We  have  no  original  powers.  We 
act  as  ah  agent  would  under  a  special  power  of 
attorney;  and  the  Constitution  is  the  charter  by 
which  we  act.  The  powers  delected  are  there 
defined.  Those  not  expressly  delegated,  are  i^- 
served  to  the  States,  or  to  the  peop^.  To  trans- 
cend the  powers  prescribed  by  the  Constitution,  is 
to  violate  the  rights  of  the  States  and  of  the  peo- 
ple. Congress  have  no  power  delegated  to  them 
oy  the  Constitution  to  impose  a  restriction  like 
this  upon  any  of  the  States;  nor  can  it  be  pre- 
tei^ded,  unless  by  that  kind  of  legerdemain  con- 
struction which  would  make  Congress  omnipotent, 
and  render  the  sovereignties  a  mere  shadow,  that 
this  text  book  of  the  American  statesman  contains 
a  siiigle  clause  even  hintmg  at  the  delegation  of 
this  power.  The  imposition  of  this  restriction 
upon  Missouri,  then,  would  be  a  violation  of  the 
Constitution;  and,  however  plausible  the  pretext, 
the  principle  is  equally  dangerous  to  the  Union. 

I  have  entertained  doubts  as  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  onranization  of  this  body  in  the  tenure  of  of- 
fice, six  years  I  have  thought  too  Ions;  that  the 
member  did  not  fed  sufficient  responsibility  to  the 
elective  principle.  But.  on  this  mteresting  occa- 
sion, I  can  see  great  evils,  which  we  have  it  in  our 
power  more  eflfectually  to  prevent,  and  thus  give 
proof  to  the  world  tnat  we  are  worthy  of  this 
trust  The  examples  of  Greece,  of  Carthage,  and 
of  Rome  show  us  the  danger  of  being  moved  by  a 
momentary  excitement  of  popular  passion;  mit, 
when  time  for  sober  reasoning  shall  have  elapsed, 
the  popular  sentiment,  the  result  of  dispassionate 
delibaration,  must  prevail.  This  body  is  peculiarly 
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formed  for  tliat  deliberation ;  and  when  I  behold 
around  me  those  who  have  gone  through  the  grad- 
ation of  every  offiee  of  honor  and  of  trust — ^wha 
have  withstood  every  ticial,  and  now  bcas  upon 
their  hoary  heads  the  crowu  of  honor — elected  by 
their  feUow-citiEens  to  this  station,  I  feel  a  con- 
fidence that  they  will  sustain  the  cause  of  the 
Union.  Then,  when  this  excitement  shall  subsides 
the  deliberate,  settled  sentiment  of  the  people  will 
justify  your  decision.  But^  should  your  determi- 
nation to  effect  this  restriction  so  compl^dy  over- 
come every  consideration  of  right,  that  you  deem 
it  naramount  to  all  constitution  and  con^iact.  you 
wul  pay  dearly  for  the  object  Victory  will  be 
worse  than  a  deleat.  You  will  violate  tne  |^i^- 
ed  faith  of  the  nation,  under  the  sacred  sanction 
of  your  own  laws,  which  have  heretofore  hdd  out 
an  mvitation  to  the  citizens  of  every  section  of  the 
country  to  embrace  the  advantages  which  this 
newly  acquired  wilderness  promised.  You  will 
violate  the  solemn  stipulations  of  the  treaty  by 
which  this  territory  was  sained.  You  will  violate 
th^  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  sacred 
instrument  which  once  had  power  to  compose  the 
jarring  interests  and  passions  of  the  nation;  the 
ol&pring  of  our  former  suffering ;  the  pledge  of 
our  future  harmony :  and  the  standing  bulwark  of 
our  liberty  and  independ^ice.  You  will  alana 
the  fears  and  destroy  the  confidence  of  the  States, 
by  abridging  their  prerogatives  and  usurping  their 
nghts*  X  ou  win  check  the  proffress  of  humanity, 
and  strengthen  the  chains  of  £e  captive.  You 
will  prolong  the  time  of  slavery^  and  augment  its 
evils.  You  will  divide  the  sentmients  ^id  affec- 
tions by  hills  and  dales,  by  rivers  andmbuntaios, 
and  by  imaginary  lines,  drawn  only  for  eonvenir 
lenee,  and  not  for  hostility.  You  will  excite  to 
action  every  discordant  passion  of  the  soul ;  pro*- 
duce  jargon,  animosity,  and  strife,  which  may 
eventuate  in  nmrder  and  devastation.  And  shall 
I  ^oceed  to  enumerate  the  crimes  which  belong  to 
this  Uack  catalogue"?  The  heart  sickens,  the 
tongue  falters,  aiul  I  forbear.  Ponder  well  your 
doings;  let  wisdom  and  justice  direct  you ;  confine 
your  measures  to  the  lee itunate  object  of  the  confed- 
eraoy.  and  we  are  still  a  united  and  happy  people. 
Wnen  Mr.  JowiaoN  had  concluded — 
No  other  gentlemaa  rising  to  speak,  the  ques- 
tion was  takm  on  the  restrictive  amendmenit  of- 
fered by  Mr^  Roberts^  which  is  in  the  following 
words:  'Provided,  also^  that  the  further  introdnc- 

*  tion  into  the  said  State  of  persons  to  be  held  in 
<  slavery  oft  involuntary  servitude  within  the  same 

*  shall  be  absolutely  and  irrevocably^yrohibited:"  and 
decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fottows: 

Tbas — Metera.  Barrill,  Dant,  Dickerson,  King  of 
New  Y«rk,  Lowrie,  Mdlen,  Morril,  NdUe,  Otit,  Rob- 
erts, Ruggles,  Stnford,  Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble, 
and  Wilson— 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbotir,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Oaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Rentaeky,  John- 
•on  of  Louisiaoa,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  LedLe, 
Lloyd,  Logan,  Maoon,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Plttwants,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Wal- 
ker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  WilUams  of  MIs- 
isiippi,  and  Williams  of  Tehnaisie    >7> 


WsniiBBDAT,  February  2. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  James  Lar- 
kins^  of  the  town  of  Durham,  in  the  State  of  Con- 
necticut, praying  a  pension ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Van  D.tke,  fVom  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Mortimer,  of  Connecticut,  praying  a  pension, 
made  a  report^  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
die  prayer  or  die  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Crawford,  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  Statfe  of  New- 
Hampshire,  praying  a  pension;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
(Sovemment ;  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
ffislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  that  no 
law  may  be  passed  changing  the  terms  of  sale  of 
public  lands^  and  representing  the  injurious  effects 
that  such  a  law  would  have  upon  the  Western 
States ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Con^n^ittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  PiNKNEY  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonization  Society,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
(Government  and  an  act  of  incorporation ;  and  die 
memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  1st  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Finance  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reviving  the  law  making  foreign  gold 
coins  a  tender,  and  of  providins^  by  law  for  the 
payment  of  the  Mississippi  stock  by  the  issue  of 
Treasury  notes ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

MAINE  ANO  MffiSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  Maine  and  Missouri  bills. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  moved  to  amend 
the  fifth  section  of  the  amendment  respecting  Mis- 
souri, wherein  it  is  provided,  that  the  constitution, 
whenever  formed,  **  shall  be  republican,  and  not 
repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States'* 
by  adding  to  this  provision  the  following  clause : 
"  nor  to  me  three  first  articles  of  compact  in  the 

*  ordinance  <^  the  13th  of  July,  1787,  between  the 
^  orig^inal  States  and  the  people  and  States  of  the 

*  territory  northwest  of  the  nver  Ohio.'* 

The  three  articles  of  the  ordinance  of  1787  here 
referred  to  are  as  follow  ; 

Art  1.  No  person  Jemeaning  himself  in  a  peaoea> 
ble  and  orderly  manner  shall  ever  be  molested  on 
account  of  hit  mode  of  worship  or  religioas  senti- 
ments in  the  said  territory. 

Art  S.  The  inhabitanU  of  the  said  territory  shall 
always  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  writ  of  ha- 
beas corpus,  and  of  the  trial  by  jury ;  of  a  proportion- 
tionate  repreeeiitation  of  the  people  in  the  Legislatiire» 
and  of  judicial  proceedings  according  to  tho  courM  of 
the  oonuDon  law*  All  penons  shall  be  bailable,  aa- 
less  for  capital  oflfiMioes,  where  Ihe  praof  shall  be  evi- 
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tion  great.  All  <£iiei  tbaU  be 
i  no  crael  or  iiBtttaml  puniihdieiitt  111*11 
ko  uflietod.  No  men  ehell  be  ileprived  of  hie  libartj 
«r  property  but  by  the  judgment  of  hie  peens  or  tfaie 
Inw  of  the  lead ;  end  ehoold  the  public  exigeaciee 
meke  it  Deoeseery«  for  the  common  preeervetion,  to 
teke  any  pereon'e  property,  or  to  demand  hie  parttcn- 
lar  serricee,  full  compensation  shall  be  made  for  the 
same.  And,  in  the  just  preservation  of  rights  and 
property,  it  is  understood  and'  declared,  that  no  law 
ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  said  terri- 
tory, that  shall,  in  any  manner  whatever,  interfere 
with  or  afiect  private  contracts  or  engagements,  bona 
iMe,  and  without  fraud,  previously  formed. 

All.  8.  RMigion,  morality,  and  knowledge,  being 


■eesaeery  to  good  government  and  the  happiness  of 
mankind,  eehools  and  the  means  of  education  shall 
forever  be  enooviraged.  The  utmost  good  faith  shall 
alwaya  be  oboerred  towards  the  Indiana ;  their  lands 
•ad  property  ehall  never  be  taken  from  theU  without 
their  coneent ;  and  ih  their  property,  rights,  and  lib- 
erty, they  never  ehall  be  invaded  or  distnrbed,  nnlese 
ia  jnet  and  lawful  wars  authorised  by  Oongreae ;  but 
laws  £>«nded  in  justice  and  humanity  shall,  fiom 
time  to  time,  be  mede,  for  preventing  wrongs  being 
done  to  them,  and  for  preservi|ig  peace  and  friendship 
with  them. 

Mr.  BuRBtLL  followed  his  motion  with  a  speech 
of  considerable  length  in  its  support;  after  wiiich, 
tlie  subject  was,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Low^iE, 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


TauRsnAY,  F^hrunry  3. 

-Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance. 
•o  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  Ac  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Nerwport,  in 
Rhode  Idand ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  seccmd  reading. 

Mr.  RuooLsa  communicated  the  following  res- 
olutions of  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  w^e  read : 

**  Whereas  the  existence  of  slavery  in  our  country 
must  be  considered  a  national  calamity,  as  well  as  a 
great  moral  and  political  evH ;  and  whereas  the  ad- 
mission of  slavery  within  the  new  States  or  Territo- 
ries of  the  United  States  is  fraught  with4he  most  per- 
BJcsotis  eoneequenoes,  and  calculated  to  endanger  the 
peMO  sad  proepeitty  of  our  country ;  6ierefore| 

Me9Bk»d,  That  our  Senators  and  Repreeentsttves 
in  Congreae  be  reonested .  ts  use  thehr  utmoet  exer- 
«ieoe  to  n^event  the  adsuesion  or  intioductiDn  of 
sbMiy  into  any  of  the  Territoriee  of  iho  United 
Stalee,  or  any  new  8ute  that  may  hereafter  be  ad- 
autted  mto  tiM  Union." 

Mr.  NoBLR  presented  the  petition  of  George 
Lo^Cy  the  only  son  and  betr  of  Thomas  Loto,  who 
ma  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
dmoBg  the  ReToluticmary  war,  pra^g  compensa- 
tion for  his  services ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Walkbb,  of  Qeorgia,  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  W.  C.  ^auslerj  mpercarfo  of  the  Danish 
Brw  Nordberg,  praying  restitution  of  the  amount 
of  duties  paid  on  the  cargo  of  said  brig,  for  reasons 
jtated  in  ^le  memorial ;  wiiich  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 


r^)ort  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was -referred  the  petition  of  Benjamin  Mortimer, 
of  Connecticut,  praying  a  pension ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  resolred  that  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
titioner ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  biU,  entitled  ^An 
act  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  deficiency 
in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  renairs  of  the  north  and  south  wings 
of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  President's  house, 
and  the  erection  of  two  new  Executive  oflSces  j" 
and  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto^  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  it  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

,  The  Senate  resinned,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Concress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Uiiion ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Mbller,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
poetooned  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  j  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  considemtion  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William ,  McDonald,  admin- 
istrator of  James  McDonald,  deceased,  late  cap- 
tain in  the  Army  of  the  United  States;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  the  act  jpassed  on  the  twentieth  day  of  April, 
1818.  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties 
on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,  1799,"  together  with^  the  amendment  re- 
ported thereto,  by  the  Committee  on  Finance;  and. 
the  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the  bill 
was  reported  to  the  House  amended  accordingly, 
and  the  amendment  having  been  concurred  in.  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  tnird 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and, 
John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whde,  the  considemtion  of  the  biU  to  ettahlish 
BJi  unif<mB  system  of  bankruptcy  throug^faout  ihe 
United  States  $  audi  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  pos^Mned  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  altering 
the  times  for  holding  the  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  n^estem  district  of  Pennsylvania;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards;  and  die  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 
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The  Senate. resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  Burk ;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jennings  O'Bannon ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator  of 
Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the  thirty- 
third  raiment  of  United  States  infancy;"  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  a  statue  of  Qeorob  Wasbinoton  ;  and 
no  amendment  having  been  mad^  thereto.  It  wa$ 
reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  enga^  in  a  late 
campaign  ag^ainst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  this 
subject — Mr.BoRRiLL's  motion  (offered yesterday) 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  withdrew  his  amendment  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  a  different  amendment  to  be 
offered ;  when,  accordingly, 

Mr.  Thomas^  of  Illinois,  submitted  the  following 
additional  section,  as  an  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill,  (which,  it  was  proposed,  by  a  report  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  to  mcorporate  with  the 
Maine  bill,)  viz : 

"  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  all  that  tract 
of  country  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Statei,  un- 
der the  name  of  Louuiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirtj- 
six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  except- 
ing only  euch  part  thereof,  as  is  included  within  the 
limitf  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act«  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party 
ahaU  have  been  daJj  convicted:  Provided  always, 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom 
labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or  Ter- 
ritory of  the  United  States,  sueh  fugitive  may  be  law- 
fally  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  daiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid." 

The  amendment  having  been  read,  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  subject  was,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Thomas^  postponed  to  Monday  next. 


MoMOAT,  February  7. 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
W.  Jones,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  to 


be  allowed  the  drawback  on  certain  goods  egqportedL 
as  stated  in  the'  memorial ;  which  ^was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mann- 
fkctnres. 

The  PREsincNT  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  detailing  the 
measures  which  have  been  authorizea  bv  the  h^ard 
subsequent  to  the  last  report  of  the  5th  or  February^ 
1819 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

The  President  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  a  company  of  Swiss  settlers,  communicating 
their  desire  of  establishing  in  America  a  manufac- 
tory of  printed  cottons^  and  praying  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  Grovemment,  by  the  grant  of  a  tract 
of  land  for  the  settlement  of  three  or  four  thousaad 
families ;  and  the  meuMrial  was  read,  and^  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  presented  the  petition  of  Hugh. 
Colhoun  and  others,  proprietors  of  certain  vesstts 
and  dieir  cargoes  unjustly  sequestered  and  sold  by 
the  Swedish  Government,  praying  the  interposi- 
tion of  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States ;  abd 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  DiCKERSON  pi^esented  the  petition  of  a  con- 
vention of  the  Friends  of  National  Industry,  as" 
sembled'in  the  town  of>Paterson,  from  various 
parts  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  prostrate  situation  of  manufactures, 
praying  for  relief  and  protection ;  and  the  petition  . 
was  reacf,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

M^.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Vincent 
Grant,  of  Byfialo,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  report  and  bill  were 
read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Willcox,  of  Bristol,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, now  residing  in  the  United  States,  praying  to 
be  enabled  to  take  out  patents  for  certain  inven- 
tions, as  stated  in  the  petition  \  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Tayjlor  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
boundary  line  between  that  State  and  the  State 
of  Illinois ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  ol  the  yearly  meetiag 
of  Friends,  held  in  Baltimore  for  the  western  shore 
of  Maryland,  and  the  adjacent  part^  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  respecting  tne  Indians ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  tH^  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  also  presenled  tke 
petition  of  Edward  Baker,  of  Pluladelphia,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  an  improvement  in  gun  locks ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afihirs. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  petition  of  Andrew 
Low  and  Company,  merchants,  in  the  city  of  Sa- 

Ivannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  prayinff  the  re- 
mission of  certain  duties,  and  other  rttiel,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  very  great  loss  whieh  they  have 
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sagrtamed  hf  the  calamitous  fire  which  has  recently 
devastated  the  said  city  of  Sayannah  and  consumed 
their  goods ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Ckmimittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Greorgia,  presented  the  petition 
of  John  Tanner,  merchant,  of  the  city  of  Sayan- 
nah, in  the  State  of  G^rgia,  praying  the  remission 
of  certain  duties  due  by  him  to  the  United  States, 
being  rendered  unable  to  discharge  /the  same  in 
conse^ueBce  of  his  losses  in  the  Tate  destmctiye 
conllagation  in  said  city;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatore  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  on  the  subiect  of  a 
continuation  of  the  national  road,  from  Wheeling, 
westward ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacques  Villere,  and  also  the  petition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jourdan,  brothers^f  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
praying  indemnification  for  losses  sustained  by 
them  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  by 
inyasion  of  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  several  peti- 
tions \  which  w^e  read,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam Tilghman,  surviving  executor  of  Anne  Fran- 
cis, deceased,  who  was  executrix  of  Tench  Francis, 
deceased,  who  held  the  office  of  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  and  in  addition  thereto  acted  as  agent  of 
the  United  States  under  appointments  from  the 
DeparUnents  of  War,  Navy,  and  Treasury,  pray- 
ing relief  by  the  interposition  of  Congress  in  the 
settlement  of  said  accounts;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  last  mentioned  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  RuGGLBS  presented  the  petition  of  John  H. 
Piatt,  of  Ohio,  praying  compensation  for  certain 
supjdies  furnished  the  Anny  of  the  United  States, 
donng  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  also 
the  petition  of  a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Michij^,  praying  compensation  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  thcir-property  during  the  late  war,  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States;  and  the  petitions 
were  sevecally  read,  and  respectively  relerred  to 
the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

RtMohed,  That  the  PreHident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  any 
intbrmation  he  may  possess  (and^of  which  the  public 
interest  does  not,  in  his  opinion,  require  concealment) 
reltttiTelj  to  the  late  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain ;  whether  the  same  has  been  yet 
nlificd  on  the  part  ef  Spain.  And  particularly  that 
be  be  raqaeated  to  state  whether  any  information  has 
been  reociv«d  from  the  Oport  of  Madrid  since  the 
date  of  his  Message  to  Congress  at  the  commenoe- 
mukX  of  the  present  session*  Whether  he  still  expects 
m  Miaifter  irom  Spain  ;  and  at  what  period  may  his 
arrival  be  probably  expected. 

Mr.  KiHO,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petition 
of  Jacob  Barker,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  interpositifm  of  Congress  in  the  settlement 
of  his  accounts  under  his  contracts  of  the  dd  of 
May,  1814,  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  a  portion  of  the  ten  million  loan,  being  part  of 


the  twenty-five  millions  authorized  by  the  act  of 
the  24th  of  March,  1814;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  the  exten- 
sion of  the  time  for  payments  oi  public  lands:  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Coni- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  EnwARns  presented  the  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  viliag^  of  Cahokia,  praying  the^  con- 
firmation of  the  title  in  fee  simple  estate  of  certain 
land  laid  ofi*  as  a  common  of  said  viUa^  whereon 
a  town  has  been  laid  ofi^  named  "  Illinois  city ;" 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reared  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kttrtz,  and 
others;  and  tne  further  consideration  thereof  was- 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Direc- 
tors, and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of 
Newport,  in  Rhode  Island,  was  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore made,  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of 
the  north  and  south  wiqgs  of  the  Capitol,  for  fin- 
ishing the  President's  House,  and  the  erection  of 
two  new  Executive  oflSces,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  twentieth  day  of  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  regit- 
late  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage, passed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on  the  statue  of 
Georgb  Washington  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
parsed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon 
was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, was  amended  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved^  That  a  standing  committeei  to  consist  of 
fire  members,  be  appointed  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Anthony  S.  Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and 
John  M.  Van  Cleef ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  r^  a  third  time. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  altering 
the  times  for  holding  die  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  western  district  of  Peimsvlvania ; 
-and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  tnereto,  it 
"ymts  reported  to  the  Honse^  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossea  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resimied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  confirming 
Anthony  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit,  in  their  claim 
to  a  tract  of  land ;  and  no  amendmoit  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and^ 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Ai^ony  Burk ;" 
and  no 'amendment  having  been  made  thereto^  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  "^ssed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  oncers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
«ampaign  a^^ainst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  nnd  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Wednesday  next. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bill ;  when 

Mr.  Thomas,  fol*  the  purpose  of  mbdifying  or 
introducing  it  in  another  shape,  withdrew  the 
amendment  which  he  offered  on  Thursday  last ; 
and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  the  bill  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  February  8. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
S^eoretary  of  the  Navy  containing  an  abstract  of 
the  exp^itm^  on  account  of  t^  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  thirtieth  September,  1819;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the 
following  motion  ibr  consideration : 

Resohedt  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  instmct- 
•d  to  inquire  into  the  ezpediencv  of  compensating 
J«cob  Bntler,  of  Tennessee,  for  the  loss  of  a  wagon 
and  team  employed  in  the  pnblic  eer^oe  during  the 
late  war. 

'Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  CommiUee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of  John 
Nicholls,  reported  a  bill  for  thereUef  of  John  Har- 
dins.  Gues  Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  Ni- 
cholls; and  the  bill  was  read,  and  itpassejd-to  a 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
merchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  represent- 
ing the  evib  arising  from  auction  teles,  and  pray- 
ing diat  duties  may  be  levied  thereon;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  memorial  from  the  mer- 
chants and  citizens  of  Philaddphia  on  the  same 
subject ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Mr.  PiNKNBT  presented  the  memorial  of  the 


metchantB  of  Baltimore  against  the  propoiecl : 
sure  of  discontinuing  oretut  on  import  duties  and 
denying  drawbacks  on  duties ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pinknet,  refers 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factujres. 

Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memorial  of  Klika 
Hall  Bay,  Theodore  Qaillard,  and  Charles  Roberta, 
praying  to  be  confirmed  in  their  title  to  certain 
tracts  of  land  in  the  States  of  (jouinana  and  Ala- 
bama :  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refetred 
to  a  select  comlnittee  to  consider  and  report  thereon 
by  bill  or-oth^wise ;  and  Messrs.  Smith,  Browic, 
and  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  were  Rppoiated  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Potter  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praving  remone- 
ration  for  losses  sustained  during  toe  kte  war  with 
Great  Britain,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claimt. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  cdnsideratioD : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Ofioe 
and  Post  Roads  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  ao  altering  the  post  route  between  Donata- 
ble  and  Piacataquog  viHage,  in  Bedford,  New  Hanq>- 
Aire,  that  th^  mail  may  pass  by  Bedford  meeting 
house. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dipkbrson,  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  find  Manufactures,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  Thomas  Sheafe  and  otb- 
ers,  citizens  of  Portsmouth,  New  HampKshire,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  serenth  instant,  for  information  re- 
lative to  the  kte  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Walksr,  of 
Georgja«'it  was  ordered  to  lie  <hi  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  seyenth  instant  for  the  appointment 
of  a  standing  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
and  agreed  th^eto ;  and  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New 
York,  Van  Dyke,  Trimblb,  Dicksrson,  and 
Thomas,  were  appcHUted  the  committee. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake  and 
Delaware  Canal  Company,  presented  on  the  sec- 
ond instant,  was  referred  to  the  said  committee  to 
consid^  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble^  the  resolutions  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  presented  on 
the  seventh  instant,  on  the  subject  oi  a  continua- 
tion of  the  national  road  from  WhedUng  west- 
ward, was  referred  to  the  same  committee,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  MisBisuppiy 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  J.  R.  Chadbonme  and  oth- 
ers, of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District 
of  Maine,  praying  the  aid  of  wvenunent  in  mi^ 
ing  a  certain  road ;  and  also  the  resolutiona  of  die 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois  in  relation  to 
the  continuation  of  the  national  road  ffcxn  Whed- 
ingy  wete  discharged  from  the  further  oonsidemtioB 
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thenof^  respectiyeljr,  and  tkey  were  referred  to  the 
CoBinuttee  on  Roads  and  Canals^  tp  consider  and 
veport  thereon. 


Wednesday,  February  9. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  >the  Comr 
mittee  on  PuUic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  the  heirs  and  executors  of  John 
OK^oiiBor,  deceased,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
John  O'Connor,  deceased ;  and  the  report  and  bill 
were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lar- 
kins,  iNraYing  that  he  may  Replaced  on  the  invalid 
pension  list,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  re- 
soLntion,  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
dxaw  his  papers.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
tke  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Denton, 
Little,  &  Ca,  and  of  Harman  Heodrick,  of  New 
York,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
atons,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Jona- 
than Crawfcurd,  of  Bridgewater,  in  the  State  of 
New  Hampshire,  praying  a  pension,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution^  that  the  prayer 
<^  tne  petitioner  ou^t  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Samuel 
Haley,  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  lying  off  the  State 
or  coast  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  the  aid  of  the 
Government  in  repairing  the  woris  which  have 
been  erected  in  forming  a  safe  and  copnmodious 
harbor  on  his  island  ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Hanofactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eighth  instant,  for  directing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  a  certain  post 
route  in  New  Hampshire,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  eiffhth  anstant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Claims  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  compensating  Jacob  Butl^  of  Tennessee, 
for  the  loss  of  a  wagon  and  team  employed  in  the 
public  service  during  the  late  war,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant  was 
lead  a  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Harding,  John  Shute,  and  John  NichoUs,  was  read, 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
refecced  the  petition  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  oth- 
616 ;  and  the  further  oonsideiation  thereof  was 
posnxmed  until  to-moitow. 

Mr.  WiL»ON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  application  of  WiUiam 
G.  Servias,  to  be. placed  on  the  pension  list,  in 
ecmse^ieBoe  of  his  having  been  wounded  while 
aemng  as  a  seeond  LieiiteniUDit  of  UniledNStates 


rangers,  during  the  late  war,  made  a  report,  ac- 
con^panied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  apjdicant  nare 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  '<  An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Anthony  Burk"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S. 
Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  times  for 
holding  the  court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Pennsylvania  was  reEui  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bill  confirming  Anthony  Cava- 
lier and  Peter  Petit  in  their  cmim  to  a  tract  of 
land  was  read  a  third  time,  aQd  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  the  17th  instant. 

The  Senate  resumed,,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establisii 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the 
United  States;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Saitoh, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Thursday  the  17th  instant 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee^ of  the 
Whole,  the  ^consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards^  and,  on  motion  by  Mr,  Rop- 
EBT8,  Uie  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  the  first  Wednesday  in  March  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Company,  of  t^ 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in  Rhode  fsland ; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  tbeiretb,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  h%  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Boija- 
min  Wells,  late  collector  of  taxes  and  direct  dtOies 
in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  an  act 
may  be  passed  to  authorize  the  accounting  oftocts 
of  the  Treasury  to  audit  and  settle  all  his  aoeounts 
according  to  equity  and  justice,,  and  to  pay  him 
whatever  balance  may  be  found  due,  with  interat 
thereon;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  leftrred 
to  the  Cmnmittee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  iq)  the  bill  making  eoapeliMi- 
tion  for  horses  and  other  property  lost,  oaplural, 
Qit  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  'war ;  which  was 
amended,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  sa  as  to 
extend  its  provisions  to  rangers  as  well  as  volun- 
teers; and  tken  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Tueaclaiy 
next. 

MAINE  AND  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
this  bill ;  when^-* 

Mr.  Kino,  o(New  York,  wishing  to  offer  to  the 
Senate  his  opinions  on  the  Missouri  subject,  numd 
to  postpone  the  bill  until  to-morrow ;  but  a  motion 
to  postpone  it  to  Friday  prevailed^  and  it  was  post- 
poned to  that  day  accordingly,  and  the  Suiate 
then  adjourned. 
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TBDReoAY,  February  10. 

Mr.  HoRSiBY  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brinji^  in  a  bill  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  manorial  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  the  State  of  Indiana,  praying  that  Cap- 
tain Biggor's  company  of  rangers  may  receive  the 
compensation  to  which  they  are  entitled,  for  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Bovrie  and  Kurtz,  and  others ; 
aiid,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  a  bill 

be  reported  appropri^ng dollars  for  the  relief 

of  the  petitioners. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  report  a  bill 
accordingly. 

The  President  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  in:  rela- 
tion to  conflicting  British  land  claims ;  and  also 
a  memorial  of  the  same  Legislature,  praying  further 
tin:ie  to  make  payments  for  land  purcluis^  of  the 
United  States ;  which  were  severally  tead,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

,  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors, 
and  Company,  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport, 
in  Rhode  Island,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jonathan  Crawford^  of 
Bridj;ewater,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampshire, 
praymff  a  pension ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolv^  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ou^ht 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Larkins,  praying 
that  he  may  be  placed  on  the  invalid  pension  list. 

On  mottcm  by  Mr.  Dana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coiisideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  application  of  William  Q.  Serviss 
to  be  placed  on  the  pmsion  list  in  consequence  of 
his  having  been  wounded,  while  serving  as  a  sec- 
ond lieutenant  of  United  States'  rangers,  during 
the  late  war ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved that  the  applicant  have  leave  to  withdraw 
hispapers. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  John  O'Conner,  deceased,  v^as  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  tne  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
"Mbllbn,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonold,  adminis- 
trator  of  James  McDonold,  deceased,  late  captain 


in  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;"  and  the  same 
having  been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoosfe 
accordingly,  and  the  amendment  being  concurred 
in,  the  bul  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended.  . 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shipley,  adtninistratcnr 
of  Thomas  Buckminster,  late  lieutenant  in  the 
thirty-third  regiment  of  United  States  inikntry  *J^ 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly,  and  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in.  the  amendment  was  ordered 
to  M  engrossed  ana  the  bill  read  a  third  time  as 
amended. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little,  and  Company, 
and  of  Harman  Hendrick,  of  New  York;"  and, 
no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  was 
reported  to  the  House ;  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  day  two  weeks. 

The  Senate  resume,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Hardinff,  Giles  Harding,  J6hn  Shute^ 
and  John  Nichc&s ;  and^  on  motion  by  Mr.  Rob- 
erts, the  iiirther  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  this  day  two  weeks. 


Friday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Clums, 
to  whom  Vas  referred  the  petition  of  Martha 
Youngs  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  Tne  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Thomas  H.  Boyles,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  HoRSET  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore 
passed  for  that  purpose,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Den- 
ton, Little,  and  Company,  and  of  Harman  Hen- 
drick, of  New  York,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Maine  bill,  and  the  amendment  reported  thertio 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee  (adding  provisioiis 
for  the  formation  of  a  State  government  in  Mis- 
souri.) 

Mr.  Kmo,  of  New  York,  agreeably  to  the  inti- 
mation which  he  gave  on  Wednesdfay,  rose  and 
addressed  the  Senate  about  two  hoars  in  s«ipp«rt 
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of  the  riffht  and  expediency  of  restricting  the  eon- 
temidated  State  of  Mtssonri  from  permitting  sla- 
Tery  therein^  and  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
fbe  object  was  postponed  to  Monday;  to  which 
day  the  Senate  adjonmed. 


Monday,  February  14. 

Mr.  San  ford  presented  two  memorial,  signed 
by  a  jgreat  number  of  the  citizens  of  Pennsylvania, 
pnnng  that  the  tarifi^ma^  be  revii^d  in  such  a 
mooe  as  to  revive  our  drooping  manufactures^  and 
loai&rd  effectual  protection  to  the  national  indus- 
try; and  also  a  memorial  signed  by  a  number  of 
merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be  imposed  upon  auction  sales ; 
and  the  menK)rials  were  severally  readj  and  re- 
spectivdy  referred  to  the  Commerce  on  Commerce 
and  Manu&ctures. 

Mr.  Roberts  {n-esented  two  memoriab  signed 
by  a  nmnber  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Pnila- 
delnhia,  representing  the  abuses  of  auction  Kiles, 
ana  praying  that  a  auty  may  be  imposed  thereon; 
and  the  memorials  were  severally  read,  and  re- 
flectively referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
del]^ia.  expressing  their  sentiment  upon  some 
parts  01  the  system  of  duties  upon  foreign  imports, 
representing  the  evils  which  they  suppose  to  exist, 
and  praying  the  same  m^y  be  remedied ;  and  the, 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Rdooles  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

^esohedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
niHng^'  by  law,  for  holding  the  district  and  circuit 
eonrts  of  the  United  Sutes,  for  the  district  of  Ohio, 
at  Golombafy  the  seat  of  Goverament  for  said  State. 

Mr.  Dickers  ON  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

lUsohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  ^eilate, 
abstracts  of  the  bonds  or  other  secarities  given  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the  collectors  of  the 
eOBtoms,  receivers  of  pablic  moneys  for  Iknds,  and 
Tsgisters  of  public  lands,  paymasters  in  ihe  Army  and 

users  in  tbe  Na^,  who  are  -now  in  office,  or  who 

Lve  heretofore  been  in  offiee,  and  wbos^  accounts 
unaetUed;  together  with  a  statement  of  such 
other  htiM,  as,  in  his  opinioD,  may  tend  to  shdw  the 
•xpedieB^  er  inexpediency  of  so  for  altering  the  laws 
respecting  such  officers,  that  they  may  heieafter  be 
appointed  for  limited  periods,  subject  to  removal  as 
hoetofore. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the 
City  Ql[  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts  hereto- 
fore passed  for  that  purpose,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columlaa. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rmit  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
retared  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others; 
aad  the  fortner  ocmsideiation  thereof  was  post- 
mutil  Thursday  next.  ' 


C 


The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to' whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  James  Wood;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samud  F.  Hooker;  md 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  then  again  proceeded,  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Dickerson  in  the  Chair,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  after  this 
question  had  undei^ne  near  five  weeks'  discussion, 
in  which  he  had  receiyed  the  kind  indulgence  of 
the  Senate,  not  only  in  being  heard  frequently  on 
the  question  of  t)rder,  but  a  {wtient  hearm^  on  the 
main  question  of  restriction,  it  might  require  some 
apology  in  attempting  to  be  heard  again.  He 
could  not  calculate  on  entertaining  the  Senate,  or 
that  fair  audience;  but,  whatever  disadrantage  he 
might  encounter,  he  should  feel  it  his  bounden 
duty  to  repel,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  tl^  very 
strange  and.  very  novel  arguments  of  the  hoiiora- 
ble  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kiko,)  wiio 
had  last  spokm  on  this  question;  arffuments,  sir, 
pre^ant  with  mischief— arguments  wnich  had  as- 
tonished every  hearer,  and  which  must  lead  to  a 
dissolution  of  this  Crovemment,  if  persisted  in. 

The  gentlenaan's  first  efforts  were  to  defeat  the 
junction  of  the  two  States  in  the  same  bill.  He 
said  "  diis  junction  is  unnecessary,  and  most  be 
^  intended4o  operate  in  another  quarter.  It  was 
'  unfair  and  unusual,  and  intended  to  coerce  men  tp 
'  vote  against  their  conscience."  And  he  has 
likewise  said,  "it  will  cover  the  men  who  yield  to 
it,  with  the  extreme  contempt  of  those  who  offer 
it." 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  once  hoped  that  he  had 
satisfied  gentlemen,  by  parliamentary  authorities, 
that  it  was  not  only  usual  and  convenient,  to  join 
in  the  saniA  bill  all  subjects  of  the  same  class  and 
purport,  but  that  it  was  perfectly  fair  to  do  so. 
He  would  mention  two  cases  of  this  sort,  which 
had  occurred  in  Congress  two  years  ago.  One 
was  a  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate  to  raiae 
the  salary  of  the  Heads  of  Departments.  It  went 
to  the  House  of  Represoit^tives,  and  there  they 
amended  it  by  adding  a  ctense  to  raise  the  salaries 
of  the  Judges  of  the  Su|veme  Court.  It  returned  to 
the  Senate  in  this  shiape,  and  was  there  supported 
by  that  very  goitleman,  both  by  his  arguments  and 
vote.  Mr.  S.,  himself,  and  another  gentleman  of 
the  Senate,  added  another  amendment  to  increase 
the  salary  of  the  district  judges,  a  usefiil  set  of 
judicial  officers,  who  were  left  to  sUirvet  and  all 
these  amendments,  with  the  original  bUl,  passed 
the  Senlite,  and  were  lost  in  the  otto  House.  The 
other  was  an  act  from  the  House  of  R^>reaenta- 
tives,  "fixing  the  compensation  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives." After  this  had  received  three  read- 
ings in  thie  House  of  R^wesentatives,  and  had 
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passed,  the  gentleman  from  -Pennsylyania,  (Mr. 
£U>BBRT8,)  lyho  also  is  opposed  to  the  amendment 
hefore  the  Senate,  offercNl  an  amendment  to  in- 
crease die  compensation  of  the  Librarian  fire  hun- 
dred dollars;  it  was  received,  and  pass^  both 
Houses,  and  became  a  law;  which  law,  with  all 
its  amendments,  he  then  held  in  his  hand.  All 
the  gentlemen  who  were  then  in  the  Senate,  and 
now  oppose  the  junction  of  Maine  and  Missouri 
in  the  same  bill,  voted  for  the  bills  he  had  stated. 
Where  were  gentlemen's  consciences  then? 

But,  Mr.  President,  why  should  gentlemen  who 
vote  for  this  junction  be  contemn^?  It  is  not  a 
question  before  the  Senate  on  which  every  gende- 
man  is  left  to  exercise  his  opinion  as  to  mm  may 
seem  fit?  He  should  himsdf  esteem  a  gentleman 
who  Yoted  again^  the  current  of  popular  clamor, 
for  taking  such  dignified  and  independent  ^ound. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  had  raised  to 
-hiniself  another  strange  doubt.  He  said  ''he  did 
not  know  how  Missouri  could  5e  admitted  without 
a  census  first  taken  bv  the  authority  of  Congress." 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  already  laid  bdfore  the  Senate 
an  authenticated  census  taken  under  the  authority 
t>f  the  legidature  of  the  territory,  giving  a  detailed 
statement  of  every  description  of  persons,  to  the 
amount  of  fifty-two  thousand;  and  also,  such  evi- 
dence as  ought  not  to  be  doubted,  that  there  wei'e 
ten  thousann  more  not  within  the  census  taken, 
but  were  within  the  territory;  -amounting,  in  the 
whole  number,  to  a  jpopulation  of  62,000.  He  had 
also  laid  before  the  Senate,  atdiat  time,  an  authen- 
ticated copy  of  a  map,  made  from  an  actual  sur- 
vey, ordered  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  which  gave  the  precise  limits  and  extent 
of  this  territory.  From  this  Census,  and  this  map, 
it  was  clearly  proved  that  the  population  was 
greater,  and  the  territory  less,  than  that  of  almost 
any  territory  heretofore  admitted  into  the  Union. 

When  Illmois  was  admitted,  it  was  on  the  doubt- 
ful evidence  of  forty  thousand  of  a  po^lation. 
He  would  read  the  memorial,  upon  which  that 
State  was  admitted,  as  far  as  respected  the  -amount 
of  population.    It  was  as  follows: 

"Within  the  boundaries  of  tins  territory,  there 
'  are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  memorialists,  not  less 
^  than  forty  thousand  sonlt.'' 

This  is  ail  the  evidence  you  had  before  you, 
when  you  admitted  Illinois.  Did  the  Westem 
aaid  Southeni  members  require  a  survey  of  this 
territory,  or  a  census  of  the  population  before  they 
consented  to  the  admission  of  that  State?  Did 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  ever 
think  of  such  a  thing  when  he  voted  for  the  ad- 
mission of  Illinois?  No  sir;  not  a  member  of  the 
Senate  ever  dreamed  of  asking  for  a  census  or 
survey.  Such  a  thing  was  unprecedented,  and 
not  heard  of  until  Missouri  came  before  you.  The 
genttcmaii  had  asked,  "why  gentlemen  did  not 
object  to  die  admission  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Il- 
linois?" AiSd  says,  "  have  they  more  solicitude  to 
protect  these  foreigners,  than  tnose  who  shed  their 

This  gentleman  seems  to  have  forgotten^  that 
these  States  were  left  to  form  such  constitution  as 
th«y  might  think  proper  for  themselves;  and,  be- 


cause we  did  not  wish  to  fpree  a  constitution  on 
than,  it  is  attributed  to  a  want  of  candor.  When 
we  manifest  a  magnanimity,  we  are  reproached. 
He  wished  the  genUanan  and  his  associate  woidd 
but  manifest  the  same  magnanimity  towards  Mis- 
souri. The  gentleman  bad  said,  "we  may  be 
called  on  to  pay  taxes  according  to  our  military 
strength." 

If  a  gentleman  who  never  had  read  the  Consti- 
tution had  used  this  argument  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  there  mi^ht  have  been  some  apolo- 
gy for  him.  The  gentleman  could  not  have  for- 
fotten  that  the  Constitution  had  established  it,  that 
lepresentatives  and  direot  taxes  shall  beap)K>r- 
tioned  accordiog  to  niunbers,  and  that  it  requires 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  Congress  to  recom- 
mend an  amendmoit  to  the  Constitution,  which 
must  be  amended  before  any  change  in  the  mode 
of  taxation  can  obtain.  He  has  declared  we  can- 
not acquire  territory  by  purchase.  His  language 
is,  "we  can  only  obtain  territwy  by  the  voluntary 
application  of  foreign  States  to  be  received  into 
the  Union,  or  by  the  sword." 

How  the  gentleipan  came  at  die  distinction,  it 
was  difibsult  to  ascertain.  He  had  o£kred  no  rule 
for  it  hknself.  It  was  a  naked  declaration,  at  war 
with  the  express  provisions  of  the  Constitution  it- 
self, and  one  which  the  gentleman  knew  could 
not  be  n^intained.  He  would  ask  him  how  we 
claimed  Moose  Island  ?  The  British  title  to  it  was 
clearly  better  than  ours ;  yet  we  held  it  in  exchange 
for  Grand  Menan,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Trea- 
ty of  Ghent.  He  would  present  to  the  gentkmac 
another  ea^  which  fuUy  met  his  own  approba- 
tion. It  was  the  treaty  with  Spain^  of  last  year, 
by  which  we  were  to  acquire  the  Fjbridas.  That 
treaty  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations ;  that  gentleman  was  one  of  the  oodbl- 
mittee  whkh  reported  in  favor  of  it,  and  it  was 
ratified  the  nex^  day  after  it  was  presented  to  the 
Senate,  by  more  than  two-thirds.  It  was  a  onan- 
imous  vote ;  and  that  gentleman  was  one.  Has 
this  escaped  him  so  soon? 

The  right  of  the  citizens  qf  the  United  States  to 
fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  has  been  ex- 
tended by  the  late  convention  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain ;  and  the  gendeman  was 
the  only  member  of  the  Senate  who  had  any  ob- 
jections to  it,  and  they  were  founded  solely  on  the 
ground  that  the  United  States  had  not  acquired 
enoOffh.  What  said  the  Southern  and  Westem 
members  on  that  occasion  ?  They  asked  the  New 
England  members,  for  whose  sole  benefit  the  oea- 
sion  was  made,  what  they  wished  ?  And  bong 
told  they  were  satisfied,  there  was  not  a  dissentil^ 
voice.  Mr.  S.  had  the  gentleman  in  his  eye  (Mr. 
Otis)  whom  he  consulted,  and  who  told  nim  the 
New  England  States  had  acquired  ail  they  wanted. 
But  it  is  to  be  recollected  ail  these  ea.ses  werescncii 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  thought  flood 
bargains.  They  were  such  as  he  wished ;  th<to- 
forehe  could  mid  a  third  ground  for  acquiring 
them.  Missouri  not  being  within  the  same^WMin, 
could  not  be  acquired  the  same  way. 

Were  gentlemen,  who  profess  to  be  etatcsiMa, 
now  to  learn  that  the  United  States  cottM  acqinre 
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territory  hj  treaty?  T^  gcntlemaa  from  New 
York  had  admitted  that  he  did  not  know  it.  He 
woold  inform  him  how  it  could  he  done.  The 
CoDstitation  had  Tested  in  the  President  and  Sen- 
ate fhll  and  ample  powers  to  negotiate  treaties. 
Upon  this  sabject  they  have  no  control.  Treaties, 
wMn  made,  are  declared  to  be  the  supreme  law  of 
Ifae  land.  They  are  put  on  the  same  high  ground 
of  the  C<»stitution  itself.  Und»  this  authority 
T<r>mwiana.  entire,  was  acquired  by  the  United 
States.  A  part  of  that  territory  was  formed  into 
a  Slate  and  admitted  into  the  Union,  without  any 
restriction,  although  it  contained  about  forty  thou- 
amd  sfaireL  which  was  half  the  amount  of  itspop- 
daticm.  He  would  ptovc  this  from  the  gentle* 
muk*9  own  statements.  When  this  y^  question 
VIS  befi>re  the  Senate,  last  session,  he  made  two 
neeebes ;  those  speeches  he  had  published  himself,* 
for  the  information  of  the  public.  In  that  publi- 
cation, which  be  would  beg  leave  to  read,  was  the 
following  statement:  v. 

**  WhcQ  the  Uaitad  States  teok  possession  of  the 
preivioce  of  LoaisiMia,  in  ,1804,  it  wts  eettaiaied  to 
coaftMO  60,000  white  inhsbitaiits,  40,000  slave«»  sad 
tjMP  frte  peop^s  of  color.  'Mors  than  foar-fifths  of 
tho  wyte%  and  all  the  slaves,  except  about  1,900^  in- 
habited Mew  Orleans  and  the  adjacent  territory." 

in  answering  the  argumepts  of  the  jgrentleman, 
it  was  perfectly  fair  to  anay  against  him  his  own 
aisiipient&  lately  delivered  on  the  samesublect^in 
wmeh  be  neld  a  different  policy.  His  pauiation 
for  admittinff  the  State  of  Lomsiana  without  the 
restriction  of  slavery,  Mr.  S.  read  horn  the  tWY^ 
speeches,  in  the  words  following : 

**  The  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  number  of  the 
•kves  by  whom  the  labor  of  the  territory  of  l^ew  Or- 
leans was  performed;  were  doubtless  the  reason  Ibr 
the  omiarion  of  an  article  in  the  act  of  admlssioB  hf 
which  skvery  sheald  be  excloded  from  the  new  tikate/* 

When  vou  admitted  Louisiana^  the  same  policy 
ooght  to-  nave  governed  which  is  asked  for  Mis- 
souri^  if  it  was  a  correct  policy ;  if  it  was  otherwise, 
it  is  Bfiproper  to  apply  it  to  Missouri.  Will  the 
ConffresL  which  has  heretofore  been  so  distin- 
gids£ed  for  its  rectitude,  yield  itsdf  a  willing  in- 
stnuaent  to  diis  flexible  policy  and  convenient 
morality  ?  Our  policy  was  pliant  enough  when 
we  obtained  Moose  Island— it  was  very  yielding 
when  more  fishing  banks  were  wanted.  It  was 
necessary  to  suit  it  to  the  temper  and  eireumstan- 
cea  of  IM  people  of  New  Orieans,  when  they  asked 
to  become  a  State.  That  was  a  large  seaport 
trading  ci^r,  and  worthy  the  attention  of  New 
York.  When  the  Floridas  were  obtained  by  trea- 
ty, under  the  precise  stipulations  ccmtained  in  the 
treatv  under  which  we  obtained  Louisiana,  the 
gentMooan's  policy  and  morality  were  brought  to 
at  the  times  exacuy.  But  when  Missouri  applies 
for  admission,  the  right  awarded  to  her  elder  sister 
to  come  in  by  the  peaceful  mode  of  purchase  is 
positively  denied  her.  She  must  come  in  bv  the 
fwcrd.  Her  fi-ont  must  be  stained  with  uood. 
Could  that  gentleman  expect  his  talents  and  high 
reputation  would  enable  him  to  impose  this  inco- 
hmnt  logVB  upon  the  Senate  of  the  Cfnited  Stales? 
If  he  did  not,  then,  in  the  laagmge  of  the  gentle- 


man himself,  "it  would  seem  as  if  these  arguments 
were  intended  to  look  to  some  other  quarter." 

Whilst  we  are  pressing  for  our  Constitutional 
rights^  gjentlemen  i4>pear  to  think  we  are  asking 
tl)^  pnvilege  of  extending  the  slave  trade,  or  the 
iiri?ileffe  of  keq>ing  what  we  have.  He  could 
himself  appeal  to  the  Senate  for  the  constant  course 
he  had  pursued  in  regard  to  the  foreign  slave  trade. 
He  had  uniformly  given  his  approbation  to  the 
most  rigorous  measures  to  prevent  it  He  had 
done  so,  because  the  Constitutional  laws  of  his 
Qountcy  forbade  it.  And  were  it  now  an  original 
question,  if  there  were  no  slaves  in  the  United 
States,  whether  we  should  beffin  the  importation 
to  stock  this  country  with  the  African  race,  he 
supposed-  no  American  would  consent  to  such  a 
traffic.  But  thev  were  here — they  had  grc^mi  up 
with  US,  and  with  our  Constitution — and  were  in- 
ccHrporated  with  it.  What  can  we  do  with  them, 
aa  we  now  find  them  in  the  United  States?  The 
wisest  could  not  telL  Many  projects  were  on  foot, 
which  wotdd  all  prove  abortive.  The  whole  wealth 
of  the  nation  is  not  adequate  to  any  purpose  that 
has,  or  may  be  devised.  The  gentleman  uom  New 
York,  in  the  i^enitude  of  his  mind^  has  eiven  us  a 
plan.  He, has  said,  "it  is  now  time  that  slaves 
*'  ^ould  be  attached  to  the  soil,  asa  means  of  lead- 
^  ing  to  emancipatkm,  and  enabling  us  to  get  rid 
'  of  them  by  ooioniaatiQii." 

That  gentleman  had  obtained  the  rqputatian  of 
an  accomplished  orator,  a  man  of  science,  an  emi- 
nent statesman;  had  renresented  his  Government 
at  a  foreign  C<Mirt,  and  had  taken  an  active  part 
in  forming  this  very  Constitution.  And  coulu  he 
conceive  me  |^an  he  proposed  was  founded  on  Con- 
stitutional prmci]^  ?  He  knew  the  question  was 
a  Constitutional  one;  and  therefore  ne,  Mr.  S., 
would  ask  him,  if  any  such  theory  had  been  agi- 
taied  in  the  Convention  whicb  formed  that  Con- 
stitutions—that, after  1808,  all  slaves  should  be  oon- 
fined  to  the  soil  ?  He  should  like  to  hear  the  gen- 
tleman give  a  history  to  that  efiect,  if  such  a  thing 
was  contemplated  or  spoken  of  in  the  Convention. 
No,  sir,  sucn  a  proposition  would  have  dissolved 
your  Conventioa,  And  have  left  your  Government 
where  it  was.  Then  does  he  expect  to  set  up  his 
opinion  as  Constitutional  law?  Sir,  the  State  of 
New  York,  which  the  gentleman  reprewmts,  baa 
just  got  rid  of  her  slaves.  After  doing  so,  their  first 
object  was  to  bring  about  a  general  emand^tion. 
If  they  snceeededv  their  great  object  was  aeeomr 
pUflhed;  if  theyfailed,  they  lost  nothing.  With 
us,  not  only  our  interest  but  our  happiness  is  daqply 
coneemed ;  with  them  it  is  only  a  matter  of  cold 
calculation.  It  is  vary  easy  for  those  who  have 
their  fortunes  secured  in  bank  stock,  or  stock  of  the 
United  States,  or  money  at  interest,  or  money  in 
thenr  coffisrs,  deUberatdy  to  ptoclaim  a  jubilee  to 
our  slaves,  in  which  they  have  neither  interest  to 
lose  nor  danger  to  fear.  The  gentleman  knew  ex- 
citements, far  short  of  what  he  had  uttered  in  tha 
Senate,  had  given  rise  to  the  insurrection  in  St 
Dommgo,  th^  produced  honors  at  which  he  ought 
to  sliudder. 

Sbr,  that  gentkman  (Mr.  Km «!  has  sported  with 
this  suliiiect;  he  seemed  to  think  that  he  was  aC 
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liberty  to  maintain  what  principles  he  pleased,  and 
change  them  when  he.  pleased.  He  had  entirely 
discarded  the  Constitution  in  his  argtqnents  now 
delivered  to  the  Senate.  In  his  speeches,  which 
he  delivered  to  the  Senate  last  session,  and  which 
he  had  corrected  and  republished,  aft^  a  Summers 
reflection,  he  had  paid  some  respect  to  the  Consti- 
tution. He  then  believed  slavery  in  the  United 
States  was  completely  secured  by  the  Constitution. 
^Here  Mr.  S.  read  from  the  speeches  the  following, 
m  proof  of  that  gentleman's  opinion :] 

**  The  question  respecting  sUvery  in  the  old  thirteen 
States  had  been  decided  add  settled  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  CoDstttiitiont  whieh  grants  no  poweB  -ta 
Congress  to  interfere  with,  or  to  change  what  had  beoo 
8^  previonely  settled ;  the  alave  States^  therefore,  are 
free  to  continue  or  to  abolish  slaTery.'' 

Will  the  gentleman  compare  this  Constitutional 
opinion  of  his  own,  with  the  theory  oi  confining 
sUkves  to  the  soil,  and  tell  us  how  he  intends  to  re- 
concile the  one  with  the  other?  This,  however, 
is  the  last  glimpse  which  he  appears  to  have  had  of 
that  sacred  instrument — ^the  Uonstitution.  It  was 
too  limited  for  his  expanded  mind.  He  had  wan- 
dered into  the  delusive  field  of  fancy,  in  search  of 
a  systein  better  suited  to  his  purpose.  After  lay- 
ing the  Constitution  ont  of  tne  question,  he  had 
made  an  appeal  to  the  Senate  of  a  strange  char- 
acter.   It  was  in  the  following  words : 

'*  These  are  foreign  men,  of  foreign  manners,  and  a 
foreign  land;  and  will  you  give  to  them  what  you 
WQoId  not  give  to  those  who  inhabit  the  land  purchased 
with  the  blood  of  their  fathers  V 

Mr.  President,  this  is  a  tone  unheard  in  this 
Senate.  What,  sir,  when  you  have  purchased 
these  foreigners,  as  you  would  an  ox  or  a  horse  in 
the  market,  and  witnout  their  knowledge  or  con- 
sent—4ind,  when  vou  have  stipulated  by  sdemn 
treaty  to  provide  for  them  as  you  would  for  yotur 
own  children,  is  this  the  only  consolation  an 
American  Senator  is  willing  to  minister  to  their 
humble  and  degrade^  condition?  In  his  (Mr. 
Kim^'s)  two  speeches,  published  for  public  infor- 
mation, he  has  himself  stated,  "  there  were  but  ten 
thousand  whites  and  thirteen  hundred  ^ves  in 
both  the  Territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas." 
Half  these  would  be  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
sixty  thousand  which  are  there  now.  He  has  cer- 
tainly forgotten  this  statement  in  his  first  speech. 
He  could  assure  the  gentleman  that  most  of  the 
pc^Milation  of  Missouri  were  Americans ;  and  they 
and  their  fathers  had  shed  as  much  blood  for  this 
country  as  the  citizens  of  New  York.  Among 
them  were,  also,  men  of  as  fine  talents  and  as  pure 
patriotism  as  ever  graced  that  Senate. 

Bu^  if  it  were  otherwise,  how  can  he  reconcile 
this  policy  with  that  pursued  towards  the  State  of 
Louisiana?  He  had  stated,  in  these  same  pub- 
li^ed  speeches,  that  there-  were  forty,  thousand 
whites,  and  nearly  as  many  slaves,  in  that  State 
when  admitted  into  the  Umon.  This  population, 
too,  was  a  mixture  of  many  nations— ^nfflish, 
Irish,  French,  and  Spaniards.  Yet  the  kind  and 
beneficent  hand  of  this  Grovemment  was  extended 
to  promote  their  comfort  and  their  prosperity.  Nor 
\  they  doued  what  you  wish  to  withhold  from 


Missouri — the  right  of  forming  their  own  consti- 
tution. 

Why,  sir,  did  the  sages  of  our  Revolution  com- 
plain, m  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  that  Uie 
naturalization  of  foreigners  had  been  obstructed  ? 
And  why  did  the  Convaition,  which  formed  your 
Constitution,  of  which  that  gentleman  was  cMie, 
take  such  care  to  provide  for  the  naturalization  of 
foreigneis?  And  why  have  you  nataralized  so 
many,  if  it  is  the  true  policy  of  this  country^  to 
treat  foreigners  with  sucn  contemptuous  distinc- 
tioa  ?  Sir,  it  hits  always  been  the  policy  of  your 
Government  to  receive  foreigners  into  its  bosom, 
and  to  cherish  and  protect  t£nn.  It  has  been  tbe 
pride  and  the  boast  of  your  country,  that  it  held 
out  an  asylum  to  the  o}^^ essed  of  every  nation  axMl 
every  clime.  There  is  a .  for^ign^,  who  but  the 
other  day  fled  from  his  own  country,  now  eheriik- 
ed  in  the  city  of  N^w  York ;  and  who  had  acted 
on  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  exciting  tbe 
peoj^,  if  not  to  insurrection,  at  least  against  ^e 
admission  of  Missouri  into  tne  Union.  The  gen- 
Ueman  had  certainly  forgotten  both  his  own  vole 
and  his  own  argumoits  in  favor  of  the  Fremeh 
emigrants,  to  whom,  three  years  ago,  he  had^ven 
ninety-two  thousand  acres  of  the  best  lands  m  the 
State  of  Alabama.  When  did  he  give  any  thingr 
to  the  gallant  and  brave  sons  of  our  own  country, 
who  shed  their  Uood  to  purchase  that  very  French 
settlement  ?  If  you  a^e  to  protect  foreigners  only 
when  they  subserve  your  purposes,  and  are  use&d 
instruments  for  your  proj^ts,  that  raasnanimity 
for  which  our  country  has  been  so  signalized,  must 
dwindle  into  contempt  and  scorn. 

Heretofore,  whenever  th^  subject  of  slavery  has 
been  mentioned  in  the  Senate,  tnat  gentleman  has 
been  among  the  first  to  disavow  any  intention  of 
interfering  with  those  already  in  our  country.  He 
has  constantly  admitted  the  right  was  constitu- 
tionally vested,  and  could  not  be  touched.  But, 
sir,  this  has  been  only  a  temporizing  policy  to  de- 
lay this  question  till  the  decisive  moment,  when  he 
could  throw  ofi"  the  veil  and  manifest  his  purpose. 
Although  that  purpose  is  one  at  which  the  mind 
of  every  friend  to  nis^  country  must  recoil,  yet  we 
are  indebted  to  the  gentleman  for  his  candor  in 
this  open  avowal,  b^ause  it  enabled  us  to  meet  it 
in  fair  combat.  Forgettjuig  every  other  argument. 
Constitutional,  political,  or  religious,  he  has  given 
us  his  final  creed  in  these  words : 

"The  extension  of  slatrery  beyond  the  old  thirteen 
United  States  was  a  violation  of  the  compact.  It 
abridged  the  political  power  of  the  non-sla^eholding 
States.  The  admission  of  Loaisiana  itself  made  a 
new  confederacy  or  compact ;  and  if  the  attempt  to 
extend  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi  succeeded,  the 
people  of  the  North  ought  not  to  submit  for  any  in- 
terest whatever.  That  no  interest  ought  to  be  put  in 
competition  with  political  power ;  if  it  was,  as  one  of 
the  original  parties  to  the  compact,  he  felt  himself  in 
honor  bound  not  to  submit.  And  now,  Mr.  President, 
I  approach  a  very  delicate  subject.  I  regret  the  occa- 
sion that  renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  speak  of  it, 
because  it  may  give  offence  where  none  is  intended. 
But  my  purpose  is'fixed.  Mr.  President,  I  have  yet 
to  learn  that  one  man  can  make  a  slave  of  another. 
U  one  man  cannot  do  so,  no  number  of  individuals  can 
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have  any  better  xif  ht  to  do  it.  And  I  hold  that  til 
lawt  or  compacU  imposiog  aoj  saoh  a  condition  upon 
aoj  homan  being,  are  absolutely  void,  because  con- 
traiy  to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God, 
by  which  he  makes  his- ways  <known  to  man,  and  is 
paramount  to  all  human  control." 

Sir,  the  geatleman  straggled  with  himself,  and 
paused  long  before  he  could  give  vent  to  principles 
so  rmigiiaiit  to  the  peace,  the  harmony,  and  the  fu- 
ture happiness  of  this  nation.  Would  he  had  mtused 
loDcer  still.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  hoped  religion, 
as  &*  as  it  w^  concerned  in  the  discussion  of  this 
sobiect,  would  have  been  left  to  lum,  and  his  honor- 
able friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Mr.  Morril.) 
They  were  most  conversant,  he  belieTed,  with  the 
affiurs.of  the  holy  church.  It  was  true  they  did 
not  precisely  agree.  He  thought  the  holy  BiUe, 
as  it  was  given  to  us,  was^the  rule  of  our  religion. 
His  friend  appeared  willing  to  adopt  it  also,  except 
tkat  he  wished  to  repeal  some  parts  of  it,  and 
adapt  it  more  to  his  own  views  of  good  policy  and 
convenience.  But^  sir,  the  gentleman  from  New 
Yoik  had  put  an  end  to  this  little  contest  about 
the  religion  of  the  Bible,  by  presenting  to  your 
acceptance  the  religion  of  nature, 

This  reli^on  of  nature,  and  the  application  of 
it,  which  the  gentleman  has  recommended  for 
your  consideration,  is  the  very  system  which  gave 
rise  to  that  state  of  things  which  so  lately  con- 
▼uised  Buroi>e  to  its  centre.  This  was  the  reliffion 
fneached  up  in  the  French  Convention  in  the  days 
of  Robesmerre.  Thev,  like  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  were  not  bound  by  written  systems. 
Thev  were  too  limited  for  the  great  projects  of 
Tevolution.  They  presented  in  their  gallery  the 
Goddess  of  Liber^,  dressed  in  transparencies ;  put 
on  the  cap  of  libaty ;  sung  Ca  Lra ;  declared  the 
laws  of  nature  to  be  the  laws  of  God  and  of  religion, 
by  which  all  men  were  bora  free  and  equal.  This 
theory  intoxicated  the  nation,  and  the  reform  in 
their  government,  which  was  their  great  object, 
was  mt  in  the  designs  of  aspiring  ambition ;  and 
the  fairest  portion  of  that  nation  was  sacrificed  on 
its  ahar.  Robespierre  paved  his  way  wi^  blood, 
until  the  nation  sickened  at  the  s^ht  In  the 
midst  of  those  scenes  of  horror  and  dismay,  Napo- 
leon, §01  the  piotis  purpose  of  securing  the  liberty, 
and  promoting  the  tranquillity  of  the  nation,  as- 
sumed the  reins  of  governmait,  and  in  his  carear 
would  have  {^rostnUed  all  Europe,  if  all  Europe 
had  not  commned  to  prostrate  him. 

Mr.  President,  your  goYerament  is  verging  to 
this  peril.  The  public  mind  is  said  to  be  inflamed 
to  a  very  hij^h  dqnree ;  not  less  so  than  that  of  the 
Preach  nation  when  Robespierre  gave  tone  to  its 
public  councib.  When  this  shall  have  increased 
a  little  more,  we,  sir,  shall  have  nothing  to  do  but 
present  the  Goddess  of  Liberty  in  our  gallery; 
pot  on  the  cap  of  liberty ;  sing  Ca  Ira ;  throw 
aside  your  Constitution ;  o^lare  that  all  men  are 
hee  and  equal,  and  that  we  have  no  religion  but 
^  the  religion  of  nature:  when  your  Government 
wiii  be  prepared  to  commence  the  same  scenes  of 
blood  and  carnaae  which  desolated  France.  In 
the  progress  of  mis  mighty  work,  a  Robespierre 
will  be  at  hand  to  giveiit  a  char^icter,  until  your. 


country  shall  be  drenched  in  blood ;  then  some 
kind  Napoleon  will  be  ready  to  take  the  reins  of 
government,  still  the  tumult,  and  give  you  peace 
and  security,  under  some  other  form  of  govera- 
ment,  a  little  more  energetic. 

To  illustrate  his  universal  proposition,  the  gen- 
tleman had  recourse  to  a  maxim  of  the  Romans. 
"  Omnes  homines  liberi  ruucebaniar,"  He  says,  "  the 
Roman  Senate  exclaimed  that  all  men  were 
born  free."  The  Romans,  sir,  not  only  tolerated 
the  slavery  of  foreignera,  of  which  they  own^ 
and  were  accustomed  to  sell,  ten  thousand  and 
fifty  thousand  at  a  time,  but,  during  their  most 
e^ghtened  period,  the  Roman  Senate  passed  a 
decree  to  enable  any  Roman  citizen  to  sell  himself 
a  slave  for  life.  It  was  pot  until  intrigu^  am 
bition,  and  a  thirst  for  power  predominated  m  the 
Roman  Senate,  that  tney  declared  all  men  were 
born  free.  When  the  Rpman  Senate  forgot  their 
virtues  and  asnired  to  power,  they  incited  the  slaves 
and  the  people  to  insurrection,  to  put  down  thdr 
rivals  and  elevate  themselves.  Their  love  of  lib- 
erty was  not  for  the  sake  of  ^ving  freedom  to 
slaves,  but  to  place  themselves  m  the  empire.  If 
Rome  had  had  worlds  for  all  her  Ceesars,  or  em- 
pires for  all  her  ambitious  Senators,  she  might 
still  have  survived  the  wreck,  and  yet  have  been 
an  empire  herself. 

If,  sir,  your  Groverament  too  had  worlds  for  all 
her  Cesars,  and  empires  for  all  her  ambitious 
Senators,  it  would  not  be  the  condition  of  your 
black  slaves  that  could  dissolve  this  Union.  This 
universal  law  of  nature  and  religion  absolves  us 
from  all  obli^tions.  Through  it  we  view  man  as 
he  ought  to  be,  not  as  he  is.  It  is  the  philosophy 
of  the  schools,  and  has  been  the  successful  instru- 
ment in  the  hands  of  ambition  to  root  up  empires 
and  leave  poor  human  nature  what  it  was.  One 
statesman  nere  and  there  may  take  nature  for  his 

Slide,  but  no  nation  that  ever  existed  is  suscepti- 
e  of  such  refinement  No  human  efibrts  can  ever 
abolish  slavery :  they  may  vary  its  form,  but  can 
never  terminate  it,  until  our  frail  nature  shall  be 
regenerated.  There  has  not  been  a  period  since 
the  flood  in  which  slavery  did  not  prevail  in  every 
country  known  to  man.  It  pevailed  in  the  deserts 
of  Araoia,  and  it  prevailed  m  Imperial  Rome ;  it 
prevailed  amongst  the  pagans  and  amongst  the 
Christians.  There  was  a  short  cessation  in  some 
few  countries  after  the  memorable  crasade  of  the 
holy  land.  So  may  another  cesseation  succeed  the 
crusade  now  preparing  for  your  own  country,  but 
it  will  be  only  momentary.  It  may  last  till  the 
new  tyrant  gets  seated  on  ms  throne,  out  no  longer. 

New  York  had  gr&^t  solicitude  on  this  subject 
Whilst  we  are  inquiring  into  the  constitutionality 
of  it,  the  honorable  Senator  from  that  State  has 
come  out  with  his  law  of  nature.  At  the  same 
time,  an  honorable  Representative  from  the  same 
State  had  submitted,  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, a  r^olution  for  a  general  emancipation. 
Was  this  the  mode  in  which  our  Northern  friends 
intended  to  manifest  their  moderation  ?  Was  this 
the  frateraal  embrace  which  should  press  us  to 
their  bosoms? 

The  gentleman  (Mr.  Kimo)  speaks  of  the  bal- 
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anoe  of  power.  He  thinks,  if  you  admit  Missouri' 
without  restriction,  it  will  tsuce  the  balance  of 
power  from  the  non-slaveholding  States,  (as  he  is 
pleased  to  call  them,)  which,  he  says,  tiiey  ought 
not  to  give  up  for  any  interest  whatever.  When 
the  Constitution  was  formed,  the  part  which  ap- 
portions the  balance  of  power  also  apportioned  the 
taxes.  The  Gtoveniment  then  wanted  money,  and 
there  were  no  objections  to  give  a  slave  repri»ent- 
ation  to  secure  the  taxes.  This  regulation  of 
Representatives  and  direct  taxes  was  a  Northern 
invention  entirely ;  and  if  the  gentleman  would 
look  into  the  ioumals  of  the  Convention,  he  would 
find  that  he  had  taken  a  conspicuous  part  in  tt 
himself.  When  this  source  of  revenue  is  no  longer 
necessary,  the  tune  is  turned,  and  the  cr^  is  for 
politicalpower.  They  want  more  Presidential 
votes.  Tnis  was  die  grouiid  made  foy  that  gentle- 
man last  session — that  the  slave  population  gave 
us  twenty  Presidential  votes.  He  will  find  tJuit  in 
his  written  speeches.  ^ 

Sir,  they  already  have  an  overwhelming  prepon- 
derance of  Presioiential  votes.  Their  number  k 
one  hundred  and  four  to  seventy-six,  from  repre- 
sentation, and  an  equal  nomber  in  the  Senate ;  but 
the  misfortune  is,  they  do  not  all  subscribe  to  the 
same  politieal  principles  ^  and  it  is  necessary  to 
look  for  some  other  source  of  union.  Not  long 
since,  at  the  approach  of  a  Presidential  election, 
for  which  New  York  offered  her  candidates,  the 
pnbttc  papers  of  that  State  announced  to  the  worid, 
that  "  the  voice  of  the  great  State  of  New  York 
would  be  heard." 

Mr.  President,  the  Southern  and  Western  States 
have  not  divided  the  Cbvemment  among  them- 
selves. No  Stale  amongst  them  bad  yet  giveii  a 
President  or  Vice  President,  except  Vir^nia.  Mas^ 
sachusetts  had  had  her  President  and  two  Vice 
Presidents.  New  York,  it  was  true,  had  not  held 
the  highest  seat  in  the  syna^^ogue,  but  had  given 
us  three  Vice  Pre^dents.  If  this  was  a  question 
ci  power,  the  share  they  had  enjoyed  already  might 
stiXisiy  an  ordinary  ambition.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  had  not  yet  adopted  the  principle  of 
some  of  the  ancients,  to  elect  for  their  chi€^  tb^ 
tallest  man,  or  the  largest  man,  or  the  man  who 
oould  shoot  best;  nor  th^man  from  the  largest 
State,  or  the  State  that  could  give  most  Presiden- 
tial votes ;  but  hitherto  had  elected  the  man  of  the 
greatest  wisdom,  who  associated  with  it  those 
political  principles  best  adapted  to  the  genius  and 
mterest  of  our  Republican  Government,  widKMit 
any  legard  to  hu  local  residence,  or  hb  own  tiup- 
posed  merit  In  the  new  career  which  the  sen- 
ueraan  from  New  York  (Mr  Kmo)  had  run,  he  had 
taken  another  ground  which  had  excited  no  little 
surprise,  and  one  not  less  dangerous  than  any  in 
his  catalo^e.  It  was  the  fouowing:  He  said, 
^  Upon  this  great  question,  we  ought  to  have  a  due 
regard  to  the  feelings  here,  and  to  the  excitement 
elsewhere."  To  this  he  added,  "  if  you  give  this 
indulgence  to  Missouri,  the  people  of  this  countrv 
will  not."         '  ^ 

The  gentleman  spoke  this  in  a  manner  a  little 
more  peculiar  than  ordinary.  It  would  seem  as  if 
he  expected  this  foreign  excitement  ought  to  have 


some  influence  on  the  Senate.  He  (Mr.  Smith) 
had  on  a  former  day  given  his  opinion  on  this  foi^ 
eign  excitement ;  he  would  now  notice  it  again,  as 
it  had  come  from  a  statesman  of  high  standing. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  had  a  pleasure  in  avowing,  that  he 
believed  the  American  people  had  as  much  polit- 
ical honesty,  as  much  virtue,  and  as  moch-patriot- 
ism,  as  any  people  in  the  world,  and  were  as  ready 
to  correct  a  political  error ;  but  they  were  easily 
misled.  Because  they  were  honest  themselvea, 
they  thought  everybody  else  so.  They  had  their 
riffnts ;  but  they  had,  oy  their  own  Constitution^ 
delegated  thdr  right  of  legislation  to  the  Congress 
alone.  Why,*  then,  are  we  so  often  toM  of  tiie 
exeitement  of  the  people  ?  Do  their  members  ynaU 
this  auxiliary  aid  ?  Or  does  the  honorable  gende- 
man  from  New  York  expect  to  open  a  campaign 
around  the  Capitol,  and  brmg  here  the  sovereim 
people  to  vote  by  the  brandishing  of  arms,  as  ue 
Qoms  and  Vandals  were  accustomed  to  do ;  destroy 
the  delegated  powers,  and  enter  again  into  a  pure 
democracy  1  No,  sir,  that  gentleman  knows  too 
well  the  danger  of  such  an  experiment  Does  he 
mehtion  it,  then,  to  awe  your  deliberations  ?  If 
he  did,  sir,  his  purpose  was  vain.  Mr.  S.  had 
himsdf  a  h^  regard  for  public  opinion,  and  would 
alwayspay  it  due  homage :  but  he  knew  the  ground 
on  which  h)e  stood,  and  would  never  bow  to  public 
menace. 

"Mr.  S.  said,  as  several  ^ntlemen,  and  especi* 
ally  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  had  spoken  «C 
the  excitement  of  the  peopl^  if  these  excit^  people 
would  suffer  him  to  approach  them,  he  wowd 
^eak  to  them  himself.  He  would  say— You.  the 
people  of  the  Eastern  and  Northern  States,  have 
been  taught  to  believe  we  are  hostile  to  your  inter- 
est and  happiness,  and  that  the  time  had  now  ar- 
rived when  the  South  and  West  oufht  to  mt^ 
the  €rovemment,  and  let  you  share  the  puhfle  hon- 
ors. He  wiould  ask  then,  what  injuries  have  we 
done  you  ?  Or  what  banefits  have  we  deprived 
you  of  1  When  you  com^^ained  that  Great  Brit- 
ain refused  to  admit  you  to  share  in  carrying 
plaster  ih)m  Nova  Scotia,  we  joined  you,  and 
passed  a  law  to  prohibit  the  plaster  altogenier  nntii 
you  should  be  permitted  to  carry  also.  The  same 
evil  existed  in  the  We^  Indi^  and  we  pasted 
another  law  for  your  exclusive  benefit,  dMtt  your 
ships  and  your  seamen  might  be  employed.  The 
Southern  and  Western  people  had  no  intenpt  in 
either  of  these  laws,  but  are  great  losers  by  them* 
What  have  you  done  for  us  ?  Not  a  single  thiaf, 
except  that  you  are  now  endeavoring  to  dittim 
our  mtemal  peace. 

You,  the  people  are  told,  by  men  of  high  stud- 
ing,  you  hold  in  your  hands  the  supreme  pow«r. 
But  these  gentlemen  have  not  told  you  they  do 
not  intend  you  shall  use  this  power,  unless  wbea 
it  is  necessary  to  make  use  of  you  as  instrumenta 
to  overturn  your  Qovemment.  Turn  your  eyes  to 
the  French  Revolution,  and  you  will  bdiold  a  de- 
plorable .example.  The  French  people  were  t<M 
they  were  sovereign,  by  those  who  were  lookuig 
at  the  Throne.  That  sovereign  people  were  ar- 
rayed in  battle  against  one  another,  until  the  most 
dreadful  scenes  of  blood  Imd  damage  ensued.    By 
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this  tiine,  dioee  who  intended  to  profit  by  this  game 
were  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  sovereign  people,  and 
they  were  sent  off  to  war  in  Egypt.  A  counter- 
rerolution  succeeded,  and  the  sovereign  people 
were  still  chanted  until  they  became  troublesome, 
when  they  were  dispersed  at  the  mouth  of  the 
eannon.  And  here  the  sovereignty  of  the  people 
ended,  and  the  Cbvernment  became  despotic 

Upra  this  very  sovereignty  of  the  people  that 
despotism  was  founded  which  knew  no  control. 
The  wh(de  nation  was  at  the  nod  of  one  man,  who 
were  sent  at  his  caprice  throughout  all  Europe  to 
fiffht  the  battles  of  mad  ambition,  until  that  power- 
fiu  nation  had  nobody  left  but  boys  and  aged 
men.  Havoc  «pead  itself  over  one  quarter  of 
the  globe,  until  its  fields  were  crimsoned  with  the 
blood  and  whitened  with  the  bones  of  the  sov> 
ereign  people.  France  herself  has  been  obliged  to 
retom  and  settle  down,  under  the  same  monarchy 
which  had  governed  her  for  ages ;  to  repair  her 
popolation,  and  raise  up  another  sovereign  people. 
And  what  has  been  the  fate  of  Europe?  Wny, 
after  a  carnage  of  twenty-five  years,  unexampled 
in  the  history  of  the  world,  the  sovereign  people 
are  faster  bound  in  the  cords  of  despotism  than 
ever. 

Look  into  the  distant  ages  of  antiquity,  and  you 
every  where  find  the  same  thing.  Tne  people, 
who  are  the  strenjgrth  and  ornament  of  a  nation, 
are  always  sovereign  until  the  tyrant  is  ready  to 
ffrasp  the  sceptre ;  then  they  sink  to  vassals,  and 
bow  in  homage  at  the  despot's  foot  By  their  fiat 
empires  after  empires  have  been  swept  from  the 
Ckce  of  the  earth,  and  not  a  wreck  left  behind ;  if 
any,  it  was  only  one  of  misery  and  wretchedness ; 
and  from  no  other  cause  but  the  gentle  whispers 
of  ambition  that  they  held  the  supreme  power. 
You,  the  excited  people  of  the  North  ana  East, 
before  yon  determine  to  shed  that  blood  which 
never  ofiended  you,  and  put  to  hazard  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  your  countrv,  inquire  who 
IB  to  rule  after  a  civil  war  shall  end  ?  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  has  frequently  spoken  of 
the  blood  which  our  fathers  shed,  it  here  and 
there  bedewed  a  little  spot.  It  was  a  war  for  our 
freedom  against  a  foreign  enemy.  The  war  which 
b  now  waging  for  you  is  one  among  ourselves. 
Civil  wars  are  profuse  in  blood.  They  originate 
from  causes  which  cannot  be  appeased  without 
it — the  jealousies  and  rivalries  of  wicked  men.  It 
was  felt  among  the  sons  of  Adam:  Cain  slew  his 
innocent  brother,  because  he  himself  could  not  ob- 
tain that  eminence  his  ambition  pointed  to. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  here  leave  the  people,  and 
wotdd  pay  his  respects  once  more  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  King.)  To  illustrate  hisprop- 
ositum  for  restricting  Missouri,  he  had  mentioned 
ica  our  information  the  famous  case  of  Somerset, 
decided  in  Eiugfland.  Mr.  President,  this  Somerset 
was  h  black  suive,  landed  in  England*  and  upon  a 
question  made  before  Lord  Mansfiela,  he  decided 
that  Somerset  was  a  free  man.  For,  said  he,  the 
moment  he  landed  in  Eneland,  the  obligation  to 
serve  his  master  was  eancdled,  because  Uie  air  of 
KBfdAud  was  too  pure  for  slavery  to  breathe  in. 
We  had  heard  so  much  of  English  liberty,  and 
16th  Com.  Ist  Sssa^lS 


the  reproaches  to  which  we  were  subject  from 
Europeans  for  tolerating  slavery  among  us,  that 
he  would  inquire  whether  the  Europeans  were  en- 
tirely free  from  reproach  themselves.  Were  we 
to  take  the  case  of  Somerset  alone,  as  the  gentle- 
man had  done,  we  might  reasonably  suppose  that 
England  was  the  great  champion  of  civil  liberty. 
But  look  at  the  immemorial  practice  of  the  press- 
gangs,  who  sweep  off  hundreds  of  the  poor  of  a 
night--dragged  from  their  starving  families,  and 
thrust  aboard  their  ships  of  war.  Look  at  their 
West  India  Islands ;  thev  are  as  full  of  African 
slaves  as  they  can  hold.  They  had  imported 
them  as  long  as  they  could  find  a  spot  to  set  their 
feet  on. 

If  their  own  subjects  peaceably  assembled  to 
devise  means  for  a  constitutional  reform,  the  mili- 
tary are  ordered  out,  and  they  are  butcnered  and 
trampled  down  like  so  many  wild  beasts.  The 
late  scene  at  Manchester  is  a  memorable  instance. 
The  Prince  Regent,  in  his  speech  to  Parliament, 
calls  this  effort  of  his  subjects  for  a  constitutional 
reform,  ^*  treason  and  impiety^"  and  savs,  "it  is 
^  from  the  cultivation  of  the  principles  ot  religion, 
'  and  from  a  just  subordination  to  lawful  authority, 
'  that  we  can  alone  expect  the  continuance  of  that 
'  Divine  favor  and  protection  which  have  hitherto 
'  been  so  signally  experienced  by  the  kingdom.'^ 

We  know  the  religion  of  that  Prince  is  exem- 
plary. We  know  it  has  been  the  policy  of  that 
nation  over  which  he  rules  to  style  itself  the  bul- 
wark of  reliffion  and  of  civil  libertv.  They  go 
together ;  and  whilst  he  is  binding  closer  the  fet- 
ters of  slaverv  on  his  subjects  at  home,  he  is  en- 
deavoring, by  nis  and  our  pious  missionaries,  to  fix 
the  yoke  of  slavery  on  all  As)a.  He  had  already 
subjugated  more  tnan  seven t\r  millions  of  that  un- 
happy people,  and  was  still  extending  his  con- 
quests by  every  artifice.  Ji  the  people  resist  they 
are  treated  as  rebels.  The  wretehes  are  excited  to 
disaffection,  and  are  subjected  to  the  gibbet  as  a 
means  of  easier  conquest.  A  frunt  picture  or  their 
condition  is  seen  in  the  following  London  ac- 
count: 

**  LoHDov,  Nov.  U94 — Aecording  to  advices  lately 
received  froon  China,  through  Mr.  Milne,. of  the  Lon- 
don Missionary  Society,  a  general  agitation  throagh- 
oat  that  vait  empire  threatens  to  destroy  the  most 
aneient  GoTemment  in  the  world.  Secret  societies 
are  said  to  be  eetablished  throughont  China,  which  a 
formidable  severity  hat  been  nnable  to  snpprees.  In 
the  single  province  of  Canton,  one  hundred  and  filly 
persons  per  mon^  have,  for  some  time  past,  perished 
under  tbe  hands  of  the  executioner." 

The  Bible,  which  some  of  our  friends  tdb  us 
was  made  only  for  the  Jews,  and  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  Yorit  had  laid  aside,  to  give  way 
to  the  laws  of  nature,  was  in  China,  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  English  Government,  translated  into 
every  language  m  that  extensive  empire;  and 
however  ignotant  of  its  benign  character,  they  are 
oblieed  to  adopt  it  as  their  creed.  It  is  denounced 
in  mis  Senate  as  not  suited  to  the  policy  of  our 
times ;  England  has  sent  it  to  China  to  pave  the 
way  to  conquest  It  has  become  like  olu  goods : 
when  unfashionable  in  one  market,  it  is  transported 
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to  aDother,  to  meet  new  admirers.  What  God 
gare  to  man  as  the  rule  of  his  morality  and  reli- 
gion, has  in  all  nations,  in  this  shape  or  that,  been 
converted  into  the  means  of  his  oppression  and 
degradation. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  intended  to  aroid  any  remarks 
on  the  policy  or  religion  of  any  other  country ;  but 
it  had  been  forced  on  him  bf  tne  constant  allusions 
oi  gentlemen  in  the  Senate,  in  their  ar^ments 
icamst  slavery.  It  is,  we  are  told,  considered  in 
Europe  as  a  blot  on  pur  national  character ;  and, 
to  us,  their  reproaches  are  very  painful.  His 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis,)  whom  he 
ddighted  to  honor,  had  made  a  broad  appeal.  He 
had  asked,  "what  he  should  do  if  he  should  travd 
into  England,  France,  or  Spain  ?"  He  aay^L  in 
answer  to  himself,  "ne  should  be  told  he  bad 
come  from  a  land  of  tyrants  instead  of  a  land  of 

*  liberty ;  his  country  was  a  land  of  oppression, 

*  fabricating  manacles  and  chains  for  slaves !" 
Hb  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Barbour)  had 
given  the  gentleman  a  sufficient  passport  already, 
to  secure  ms  comfort  beyond  the  Atlantic  ;  but  he 
would  himself  help  him  to  further  credentials. 
F6r  France  he  could  not;  there  the  gentleman 
must  depend  upon  his  own  accomplished  manners. 
In  all  the  slave  trade  which  had  been  carried  on 
by  the  shipping  of  the  British,  Spanish,  Portuguese, 
and  of  our  own  Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and 
which  they  were  all  now  carrying  on  with  a  hi^h 
hand,  in  tne  West  Indies,  and  every  other  port  m 
the  world,  where  they  could  be  received,  France 
had  no  share.  Industry,  tranquillity,  and  the  pur- 
suit of  happiness,  seemed  now  to  govern  her,  unckr 
the  administration  of  a  mild  monarchy,  without 
invading  the  happiness  of  other  nations.  And 
since  the  struggle  for  power  amongst  her  dema- 
gogues had  ceased,  she  was  happy.  But  if  the 
ffentleman  should  visit  Spain,  nothing  could  ^ve 
mm  a  kinder  reception  than  a  cargo  of  African 
slaves.    Spain  had  lately  sold  out  her  right  of  im- 

Sortation  to  Great  Britain ;  therefore,  he  had  no 
oubt,  if  the  gentleman  would  sail  in  one  of  the 
New  Eoffland  ships  now  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade,  with  a  good  carso  of  slaves,  he  might  pass 
himself  as  a  true  Catholic. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  Naples,  which  forms  not 
only  a  little  spot  on  this  globe,  but  a  mere  speck 
among  neighboring  nations,  has  been  making  her 
peace  with  the  Court  of  Brazils,  by  the  sale  rfgal- 
ley-slaves.  He  would  read  it  from  a  late  London 
paper: 

••  Loxooir,  Dee*  20— The  'Courtof  Nsples  bat  con- 
cluded a  treaty  with  that  of  BraziU,  for  placing  at  the 
dkpotaf  of  the  latter,  two  thoaaand  galley-atavea. 
AOer  getting  rid  of  the  at»oire^  nuii.her.  there  wMI  atiH 
iviiNiifr  five  tbottaand  galley-alavea  in  the  Neapolitan 
dowinlemu" 

These  were  not  African  slaves,  but  galley-slaves ; 
apart  of  themselves,and  their  destiny  to  be  chained 
to  the  oar  for  life.  Should  the  gentleman  wbh  to 
extend  his  travels  to  the  new  continent,  to  pay  his 
respects  to  their  Portuguese  Majesties,  he  would  ad- 
vise him  to  take  a  cargo  of  galley-slaves.  It  could 
not  fail  to  make  him  a  welcome  guest. 

If  we  examine  the  history  of  England,  from  the 


days  of  Julius  Csssar,  we  shall  find  every  page 
stained  with  blood.  That  b  the  country  mm 
which  the  most  bitter  reproaches  have  issoti 
af^nst  slavery.  If  the  gentleman  wished  to  be 
kmdly  received  there,  and  to  avoid  thes^  foul  re- 
proaches, "  that  his  countrymen  were  hypocrites, 
and  his  country  a  land  of  oppression,  fabrieating 
manacles  and  cnains  for  slav^"  he  could  appeaae 
that  indignation  by  presenting  to  Jiis  Maiesty  a 
ship-load  of  impressed  seamm,  no  matter  of  want 
country,  for  it  is  now  a  part  of  the  law  of  Miti<Mi» 
to  take  them  wheresoever  you  can  find  them  on 
the  high  seas.  Rngland  has  ceased  to  cnsUve 
men,  imless  it  is  in  this  way ;  they  have  knerljr 
found  it  more  profitable  to  enslave  nations. 

Mr.  Llotd,  of  Maryland,  followed  on  the  same 
side,  and  also  in  reply  to  Mr«  Kino  ;  and  sprite 
nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  JPiiTKirBY  obtained  the  floor  for  to-moiraw; 
and  then  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TfTEflttAY,  February  15. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  CIalmS| 
pursuant  to  instructions,  reported  t  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  others;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Wil- 
liam  McDonald,  administrator  of  James  McDon- 
ald, deceased,  late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as  amended* 
and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ether 
Shipley,  administrator  of  Thomas  Buckminster, 
late  lieutenant  in  the  thirty-third  regiment  of  the 
United  States'  infantry,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resmned  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  "  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law^  for  holding  the 
district  and  circuit  courts  ot  the  United  Stat«,  for 
the  district  of  Ohio,  at  Columbus,  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment for  said  State,"  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  information  reU* 
tively  to  the  securities  given  by  certain  officers  of 
the  Government;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  memorial  of  J.  E. 
White  and  company,  of  Savannah,  stating  that 
they  are  largely  indebted  to  the  United  States  on 
bonds  for  duties  on  merchandise  destroyed  by  firc> 
and  praying  that  sdid  bonds  may  be  cancelled; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Bioren,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  Edward 
De  Krafi\,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  proposing 
to  publish  an  edition  of  the  journal  of  the  old  Con- 
gress, and  soliciting  the  patronage  of  Congress ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
Minouri  question. 
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Mr.  PiMKiUBT.  of  Maryland,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  nearly  three  oours  against  the  restric- 
turn,  and  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Kine,  of 
New  York.    His  speech  is  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  A?  I  am  not  a  very  frequent 
sneaker  in  this  Assembly,  and  have  shown  a  d&- 
ttie,  I  trust,  rather  to  listen  to  the  wisdom  of  others 
than  to  lay  claim  to  superior  knowledge  by,  under- 
lakinfF  to  advise,  even  when  advice,  ^  beinff  sea- 
aoaaUe  in  point  of  time,  might  have  some  chance 
o£  being  pcofitable,  you  will,  perhaps,  bear  with  me 
if  I  venture  to  trouble  you  once  more  on  that  eter- 
nal sohject  which  has  lingered  here,  until  all  its 
Batond  interest  is  exhausted,  and  every  topic  con- 
nected with  it  is  literally  worn  to  tatters.  I  shall, 
I  asB<ie  yon^  air,  speak  with  laudable  brevitv — ^not 
tterely  oa  account  of  the  feeble  state  of  my  health, 
and  irom  seme  reverence  for  the  laws  of  good  taste 
iriueh  forbid  me  to  speak  otherwise,  Init  also  from 
a  sense  of  justice  to  those  who  honor  me  with 
tkek  attention.  My  sin^e  purpose,  as  I  suggested 
yesterday,  is  to  subject  to  a  friendly,  yet  c^e  ex- 
amination, some  portions  of  a  speecn,  imposing 
certainly  on  aecpunt  of  the  distin^puished  quarter 
ftom  whence  it  came — notary  impo6Uig,'if  I  may  so 
my,  without  departing  from  that  respect  which  I 
sincerely  feel  and  intend  to  manifest  for  emiaefit 
ahttities  and  long  experience,  for  any  oCft«f  reason. 

I  bdieve,  Mr.  President,  that  I  am  about  as  likely 
to  retract  an  opinion  which  I  have  formed  as  any 
HMtnibei  of  this  body,  who,  being  a  lover  of  truth, 
iaqnues  after  it  witn  diligence  before  he  imagines 
that  he  has  found  it ;  but  I  snsj^ect  that  we  are  all 
of  OS  so  constituted  as  that  neither  argument  nor 
declMnation^  levelled  a^;ainst  recorded  and  pub- 
li^ed  decision,  can  easdy  discover  a  practicable 
avenue  through  which  he  may  hope  to  reach  either 
our  heads  or  our  hearts..  I  mention  this  lest  it  may 
c3Kite  surprise,  when  I  take  the  liberty  to  add^ 
Ihal  the  speech  o(  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York,  upon  the  great  subject  with  which  it 
waa  priacipalty  occupied,  has  Im  me  as  great  aQ 
infidel  as  it  found  m^  It  is  potfible^  Indeed,  that 
if  I  had  had  the  g<y>d  fortune  to  hear  th&t  speech 
al  an  cariier  8lu*e  of  this  debate,  when  all  was 
fiwhand  new,  although  I  feel  confident  that  the 
aaidyaifl  which  it  contained  of  the  Constitution.  11- 
lamaled  as  it  was  by  historical  anecdote  rathertnan 
b^ptrcasoning,  would  have  been  just  as  unsatisfac- 
lary  tame  uien  as  it  is  t»ow,  Im^fht  not  have  been 
ahogdher  unmoved  by  those  warnings  of  approaeb* 
iAf.  evil  whieh  it  seemed  to  intimate,  especially 
Tfban  taken  in  eoanteion  with  the  observations  of 
the  same  heaorHble  gentleman  on  a  precediagday, 
^tbmt  debys  in  disposing  of  this  subject  in  the 
nHBMMr  be  desires  tfre  dai^ous,  and  that  we  stand 
on  ibppery  ^prouad."  I  must  be  permitted,  how« 
ever,  (iqpeaking  only  (or  mysdf,)  to  say  that  the 
hoorofdismay  is  passed*  I  have  heard  the  tones 
of  tbelamm  nell  on  all  sides,  until  th^  have  be- 
cotoe  &miliar  to  my  ear,  and  miye  lost  4heir  power 
to  appal,  if,  indeed,  they  ever  possessed  it.  Not- 
withstanding occasional  appearances  of  rather  an 
uafiiverafale  description,  I  nave  long  since  per- 
aaaded  nmelf  that  the  Misaonri  question,  as  it  is 
eOM,  might  be  laM  to  rsrti^  with  inaateiHwr  aad 


safety,  by  some  conciliatory  compromise  at  least, 
fay  which,  as  is  our  duty,  we  might  reconcile  the 
extremes  of  conflicting  views  and  feelinffs,  without 
any  sacrifice  of  Constitutional  principle;  and  in 
any  event,  that  the  Union  would  easily  and  tri- 
umphantly emerge  from  those  portentous  clouds 
wim  which  this  controversy  is  supposed  to  have 
environed  it 

I  ccmfess  to  you,  nevertheless,  that  some  of  the 
principles  announced  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  Kino,)  with  an  ^plicitness 
that  reflected  the  highest  credit  on  his  candor,  did, 
when  they  were  first  presented,  startle  me  not  a 
little.  They  were  not,  perhaps,  entirely  new.  Per<» 
haps  I  had  seen  t^m  before  in  some  shadowy  and 
doubtfcd  shape. 

If  sbspe  it  might  be  called,  that  shape  bad  none 
Dipttof  Qisfaable  in  member,  joint,  or  limb. 

But  in  the  honorable  gentleman's  speech  they 
were  shadowy  and  doubtful  no'longer.  He  exhib- 
ited them  in  forms  so  boldly  and  accurately  de- 
fined, with  contours  so  distinctly  traced,  with  fear 
tures  so  pronounced  and  striking,  that  I  was  jm- 
conscious  for  a  moment  that  they  mi^^t  be  old 
acquaintances.  I  received  them  as  novi  hospila 
within  these  walls,  and  gazed  upon  them  with  as- 
tonishment and  alarm.  I  have  recovered,  how- 
ever, thank  Grod,  from  this  paroxysm  of  terror, 
although  not  from  that  of  astonishment.  I  have 
sought  and  found  tranquillity  and  courage  in  my 
former  consolatory  faith.  My  reliance  is  Siat  these 
principles  will  obtain  no  general  currency ;  £br,  if 
they  snould,  it  requires  no  gloomy  imagination  to 
sadden  the  perspective  of  the  future.  My  reliance 
is  upon  the  unsophbticated  good  sense  and  noble 
spirit  of  the  American  people.  I  have  what  I  may 
be  allowed  to  call  a  proud  and  patriotic  trust,  that 
they  wll  give  countenance  to  no  principles  which, 
if  followed  out  to  their  obvious  conseouences,  will 
not  only  shake  the  goodly  fabric  of  the  Union  to 
its  foundation,  but  reduce  it  to  a  melancholy  niin. 
The  people  ot  this  country^  if  I  do  net  wholly  mis- 
take their  character,  are  wise  as  well  as  virtuous* 
They  know  the  value  of  that  Federal  association 
which  is  to  them  Uie  single  pledge  and  ^^uarantee 
of  ppwer  and  peace.  Their  warm  and  pious  affec- 
tioQs  will  cling  to  it  as  to  their  only  hope  of  jffos- 
perity  and  happiness,  in  defiance  of  pernicious  ab- 
stractions, by  whomsoever  inculcated,  or  howsoever 
seductive  and  alluring  in  their  a^[>ect. 

Sir,  it  is  not  an  occasion  like  thk,  although  con- 
nected, as  contrary  to  all  reasonable  expectation  it 
has  been,  with  fearful  and  disorganizing  theories: 
which  would  make  our  estimates,  whether  fanciful 
or  sound,  of  natural  law,  the  measure  of  civil  rights 
and  political  sovereignty  in  the  social  state,  thiit 
can  harm  the  Union.  It  must  indeed  be  a  mighty 
storm  that  can  push  from  its  moorings  this  sacred 
bark  of  the  common  safety.  It  is  not  every  tri- 
fling breeze,  however  it  may  be  made  to  sob  and 
howl  in  imitation  of  the  tempest,  by  the  auxiliary 
breath  of  the  ambitious,  the  timid,  or  the  discon- 
tented, that  can  drive  this  gallant  vessel,  freighted 
with  every  thing  that  is  dear  to  an  American  boa- 
omiupon  the  rocks,or  lay  it  a  sheer  hulk  upon  the 
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ocean.  I  may,  perhaps,  mistake  the  flattering  sug- 
gestions of  hope,  (the  greatest  of  all  flatterers,  as 
we  are  told,)  for  the  conclusions  of  sober  reason. 
Yet  it  is  a  pleasing  error,  if  it  be  an  error,  and  no 
man  shall  take  it  from  me.  I  will  continue  to 
cherish  the  belief,  in  defiance  of  the  public  patron- 
%Ke  given  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New 
York,  with  more  than  his  ormnary  zeal  and  solem- 
nity, to  deadly  speculations  which,  invoking  the 
name  of  God  to  aid  their  faculties  for  mischief, 
strike  at  all  establishments,  that  the  union  of  these 
States  is  formed  to  bear  up  against  for  |preater 
shocks  than,  through  all  vicissitudes,  it  is  ever 
likely  to  encounter.  I  will  continue  tb  cherish  the 
belidf  that,  although  like  all  other  human  institu- 
tions, it  may  for  a  season  be  disturbed,  or  sufier 
momentary  eclipse  by  the  transit  across  its  disk  of 
some  malignant  planet,  it  possesses  a  recuperative 
force,  a  redeeming  energy  m  the  hearts  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  will  soon  restore  it  to  its  wonted  calm  and 
give  it  back  its  accustomed  splendor.  On  such  a 
subject  I  will  discard  all  hysterical  apprehensions, 
I  <mll  deal  in  no  sinister  aufiuries,  I  wiH  indulge 
in  no  hypochondriacal  forebodings.  I  will  look  for- 
ward to  the  future  with  gay  and  cheerful  hope ; 
and  will  make  the  prosnect  smile,  in  fan<^y  at  least, 
until  overwhelming  reality  shall  render  it  no  longer 
possible. 

I  have  said  thus  mUch,  sir,  in  order  that  I  may 
be  understood  as  meeting  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion as  a  mere  question  of  interpretation,  and  as 
disdaining  to  press  into  the  service  of  my  argu- 
ment upon  it  prophetic  fears  of  any  sort,  however 
they  may  be  countenanced  .by  an  avowal,  formi- 
dable by  reason  of  the  high  reputation  of  the  indi- 
vidual by  whom  it  has  been  hazarded,  of  senti- 
ments the  most  destructive,  which,  if  not  borrowed 
from^  are  identical  with,  tne  worst  visions  of  the 
political  philosophy  of  France  when  all  the  ele- 
ments of  discord  and  misrule  were  let  loose  npon 
that  devoted  nation.  I  mean  "  the  infinite  perfec- 
tibility of  man  and  his  institutions,"  and  the  reso- 
lution of  every  thinj^  into  a  state  of  nature.  I  have 
another  motive  which,  at  the  risk  of  being  miscon- 
strued, I  will  declare  without  reserve.  With  my 
convictions,  and  with  my  feelings,  I  never  will 
consent  to  nold  confederated  America  as  bound 
together  bv  a  silken  cord,  which  any  instrument 
of  mischief  may  sever,  to  the  view  of  monarchical 
foreigners,  who  look  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  that 
glorious  experiment  which  is  now  in  progress 
amongfttusm  favor  of  republican  freedom.  Lict 
them  make  such  prophecies  as  they  will,  and  nour- 
ish such  fedinsps  as  they  may :  I  will  not  contri- 
bute to  the  fumlment  of  the  former,  nor  minister 
to  the  ^tification  of  the  latter. 

Sir,  It  was  but  t^e  other  day  that  we  were  for- 
bidden (properly  forbidden,  I  am  sure,  for  the  pro- 
hibition came  from  yon)  to  assume  tnat  there  ex- 
isted any  intention  to  impose  a  prospective  restraint 
on  the  domestic  legislation  of  Missouri — a  restraint 
to  act  upon  it  contemporaneously  with  its  origin  as 
a  State,  and  to  continue  adhesive  to  it  through  all 
the  stages  of  its  political  existence.  We  are  now, 
however,  permitted  to  know  that  it  is  determined 
by  a  sort  of  political  suxgery  to  amputate  one  of 


the  limbs  of  its  lobal  sovereignty,  and  thus  pan- 

gled  and  disparaged,  and  thus  only,  to  receive  it 
ito  the  bosom  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  now 
avowed  that  while  Maine  b  to  be  ushered  into  the 
Union  with  every  possible  demonstration  of  stu- 
dious reverence  on  our  part,  and  on  hers  with  c^- 
ors  flying,  and  all  the  other  graceful  accompani* 
ments  oi  honorable  triumjih,  this  ill-conditicgaed 
upstart  of  the  West,  this  obscure  foundling  of  a 
vrildemess  that  was  but  yesterday  the  huntitig 
ground  of  the  savage,  is  to  find  her  way  into  the 
American  famUy  as  she  can,  with  a  humiliating 
badge  of  remediless  inferiority  patched  upon  her 
garments,  with  the  mark  of  Irecent  qualified  man* 
umission  upon  her,  or  rather  with  a  brand  upon 
her  forehead  to  tell  the  stdry  of  her  territorial  vas- 
salage, and  to  perpetuate  tne  memory  of  her  evil 
|)ropensities.  U  is  now  avowed  that,  while  tiic 
robust  District  of  Maine  is  to  be  seated  by  the  side 
of  her  truly  respectable  parent,  co-ordinate  in  mo- 
thority  and  honor,  and  is  to  be  dandled  into  that 
power  and  dignity  of  which  she  does  not  stand  in 
need,  but  which  undoubtedly  she  deserves,  the 
more  infantine  and  f^ble  Missouri  is  to  be  repd- 
led  with  harshness,  and  forbidden  to  come  at  all, 
unl^s  with  the  iron  collar  of  servitude  about  her 
neck,  instead  of  the  civic  crown  of  republican  free- 
dom upon  her  brows,  and  is  to  be  doomed  for  ever 
to  leading  strines,  unless  she  will  exchange  those 
leading  strings  for  shackles. 

I  am  told  that  you  have  the  power  to  establish 
this  odious  and  revolting  distinction,  and  I  atn  re- 
ferred for  the  proofs  of  that  power  to  various  parts 
of  the  Constitution,  but  principally  to  that  part  of 
it  which  authorizes  the  admission  of  new  States 
into  the  Union.  I  am  myself  of  opinion  that  it  is 
in  that  part  only  that  the  advocates  for  this  restric- 
tion can,  with  any  hope  of  success,  apj^  for  a 
license  to  oppose  it,  and  that  the  efibrts  which 
have  been  noade  to  find  it  in  other  portipns  of  that 
instrument,  are  too  desperate  to  re(|uire  to  be  en- 
countered. I  shall,  however,  examine  those  other 
portions  before  I  have  done,  lest  it  should  be  sup- 
posed by  those  who  have  relied  upon  them,  that 
what  I  omit  to  answer  I  believe  to  be  unanswer- 
able. 

The  clause  of  the  Constitution  which  relates  to 
the  admission  of  new  States  is  in  these  words : 
"  The  Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union,"  £c,y  and  the  advocates  for  restriction 
maintain  that  the  use  of  the  word  "  may"  imports 
discretion  to  admit  or  to  reject;  and  that  in  this 
discretion  is  wrapped  up  another — that  of  prescri- 
bing the  terms  and  conditions  of  admission  in  case 
you  are  vrillin^  to  admit  Ci^  ett  dar$  q%»  tst 
diiponere,  I  will  not  for  the  p>esent  inquire  whe- 
ther this  involved  discretion  to  dictate  the  terms 
ofadmission  belongs  to  you  or  not.  It  is  fit  that 
I  should  first  look  to  the  nature  and  extent  of  it 

I  think  I  may  assume  that  if  such  a  power  be 
any  thing  but  nominal,  it  is  much  more  than  ade- 
quate to  the  present  object ;  that  it  is  a  power  of 
vast  expansion,  to  which  human  sagacity  can  as- 
sign no  reasonable  limits;  that  is  a  capacious  res- 
ervoir of  authority,  from  which  you  may  take,  in 
all  timeto  come,  as  occasion  may  serve,  tne  meam 
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c^opjffessioa  as  weil  as  of*  benefaction.    I  know 
that  It  professes  at  this  moment  to  be  the  chosen 
iBstrameBt  of  prelecting  mercy,  and  would  win 
i^NHi  us  by  its  benignant  smiles ;  but  I  know,  too, 
it  can  frown  and  play  the  tyrant,  iC  it  be  so  dis- 
posed. Notwithstanding  the  softness  which  it  now 
assumes,  and  the  ciire  with  which  it  conceals  its 
giant  proportions  beneath  the  deceitful  drapery  of 
sentiment,  when  it  next  appears  before  you  it^may 
show  itscdf  with  a  sterner  countenance  and  in 
more  awful  dimensions.    It  is^  to  speak  the  truth, 
sir,  a  pow^r  of  colossal  size ;  if,  indeed,  it  be  not 
an  abase  of  lan^^uage  to  call  it  by  the  eentle  name 
of  a  pomer,    Bur,  it  i^  a  wilderness  of  powers,  of 
idiich  fancy,  in  her  happiest  mood,  is  unable  to 
perceiye  the  far  distant  and  shadowy  b6undary. 
AnoMd  .with  such  a  power,  with  religion  in  one 
hand  and  philanthropy  in  the  other,  and  followed 
with  a  goodly  train  ot  public  and  private  virtues, 
you  may  achieve  more  conquests  over  sovereignties, 
not  your  own,  man  fails  to  the  common  lot  of  even 
uncommon  ambition.    By  the  aid  of  such  a  pow- 
er, skiifhlik  employed,  you  may  "  Inidge  your  way" 
over  the  Hdlesj^nt  tnat  sei^tes  State  lensU^ 
Cron  from  that  of  Congress ;  and  you  may  do  so 
for  pretty  much  the  same  purpose  with  which 
Xerxes  once  bridged  his  way  across  the  Helles- 
pont, that  separates  Asia  from  Europe.    He  did 
so,  in  the  language  of  Milton,  ^  the  liberties  of 
Greece  to  yoke."    You  may  do  so  for  the  analo- 
gous purpose  of  subjugating  and  reducing  the  sov- 
ereignties (^  States,  as  your  taste  or  convenience 
Hiay  soffgest,  and  fashioning  them  to  your  impe- 
rial wifl.    There  are  thosef  m  this  House  who  ap' 
pear  to  thmk,  and  I  doubt  not  sincerely,  that  the 
particular  restraint  now  under  consideration  is 
wise,  and  benevolent,  and  good:  wise  as  respects 
the  Union,  good  as  respects  Missouri,  benevolent 
as  respects  die  unhappy  victims  whom,  with  a 
noved  Idndness,  it  would  incarcerate  in  the  South, 
and  bless  by  decay  and  extirpation.    Let  all  such 
beware,  lest  in  their  desire  for  the  efibct  which 
they  bdieve  the  restriction  will  produce,   they 
are  too  easily  satisfied  that  they  have  the  right 
to  impose  it.    The  moral  beauty  of  the  present 
purpose,  or  even  its  political  recommendations, 
(whatever  they  may  oe.)  can  do  nothing  for  a 
power  like  this,  which  claims  to  prescribe  condi- 
tions ad  l&fUum,  and  to  be  competent  to  this  ptu> 
IMise,  because  it  is  competent  to  all.    This  restric- 
tioo,  if  it  be  not  smothered  in  its  birth,  will  be  but 
a  small  part  of  the  progeny  of  that  prolific  power. 
It  teems  with  a  mighty  Wood,  of  wnich  this  may 
be  entitled  to  die  distinction  of  comeliness  as  well 
as  of  primoj^niture.     The  rest  may  want  the 
beasted  lovdiness  of  their  predecessor,  and  be  even 
ug^  than  ''  Lai^and  witches." 

Perhaps,  sir,  you  will  permit  me  to  ren^nd  you 
that  it  IS  almost  always  in  company  with  those 
eonsideraticms  that  interest  the  heart  in  some  way 
or  other,  that  encroachment  steals  into  the  worla. 
A  bad  purpose  throws  no  veil  over  the  licenses  of 
power.  It  leaves  them  to  be  seen  as  they  are.  It 
afibrds  them  no  protection  from  the  inquiring  eye 
of  jealousy.  The  danger  is,  when  a  tremen^us 
dbseretiott  like  the  present  is  atteiiq»ted  to  be  as- 


sumed, as  on  this  occasion,  in  the  names  of  pity,  of 
religion,  of  national  honor,  and  national  prosperity; 
when  encroachment  tricks  itself  out  in  the  robes 
of  piety  or  humanity,  or  addresses  itself  to  pride  of 
country,  with  all  its  kindred  passions  and  motives. 
It  is  then  that  the  guardians  of  the  Constitution 
are  apt  to  slumber  on  their  watch,  or,  if  aif^ake,  to 
mistake  for  lawful  rule  some  pernicious  arroga- 
tion  of  power. 

I  would  not  discourage  authorized  legislation 
upon  those  kindly,  generous,  and  noble  feelings, 
which  Providence  has  given  to  us  for  the  best  of 
purposes;  but  when  potoer  to  act  is  imder  discus- 
sion, I  will  not  look  to  the  end  in  view,  lest  I 
should  become  indifierent  to  the  lawfulness  of  the 
means.  Let  us  discard  from  this  high  Constitu- 
tional question,  aU  those  extrinsic  considerations 
which  have  been  forced  into  its  discussion.  Let 
us  endeavor  to  approach  it  with  a  philosophic  im* 
puftiality  of  temprer,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  ascer- 
tain the  boundaries  of  our  authority,  and  a  deter- 
mination to  keep  our  wishes  in  subjection  to  our 
allegiance  to  the  Constitution. 

Slavery,  we  are  told  in  many  a  pamphlet,  me- 
morial, and  speech,  with  which  the  press  has  lately 
groaned,  is  a  foul  blot  upon  our  otnerwise  imma- 
culate reputation.  Let  this  be  conceded — yet  you 
are  no  nearer  than  before  to  the  conclusion  that 
you  possess  power  which  may  deal  with  other  sub- 
jects as  efiectually  as  with  this.  Slavery,  we  are 
further  told,  witn  some  pomp  of  metaphor,  is  a 
canker  at  the  root  of  all  that  is  excellent  in  tiiis 
republican  empire,  a  pestilent  disease  that  is  snatch- 
ing the  youthful  bloom  from  its  cheek,  prostrating 
its  honor  and  withering  its  strength.  Be  it  so— - 
yet  if  you  have  power  to  medicine  to  it  in  the  way 
proposed,  and  in  virtue  of  the  dipbma  which  you 
claim,  you  have  also  power  in  the  distribution  of 
your  political  alexipharmics  to  present  the  dead- 
liest drugs  to  every  Territory  that  would  become 
9  State,  and  bid  it  drink  or  remain  a  colony  for- 
ever. Slavery,  we  are  also  told,  is  now  "  rolling 
onward  with  a  rapid  tide  towards  the  boundless 
regions  of  the  West,"  threatening  to  doom  them  to 
sterility  and  sorrow,  unless  some  potent  voice  can 
say  to  it,  thus  far  shalt  thou  ffo  and  no  farther. 
Slavery  engenders  pride  and  indolence  in  him  who 
commands,  and  innicts  intellectual  and  moral  de- 
gradation on  him  who  serves.  Slavery,  in  fine,  is 
unchristian  and  abominable.  Sir,  i  shall  not  stop 
to  deny  that  slavery  b  all  this  and  mor^;  but  I 
shall  not  think  myself  the  less  authorized  to  deny 
that  it  is  for  you  to  stay  the  course  of  this  dark  tor- 
rent, by  opposing  to  it  a  mound  raised  up  by  the 
labors  of  this  portentous  discretion  on  the  domain 
of  others ;  a  mound  which  you  cannot  erect  but 
through  the  instrumentality  of  a  trespass  of  no 
ordinary  kind — ^not  the  comparatively  innocent 
trespass  that  beats  down  a  lew  blades  of  gi^ 
which  the  first  kind  sun  or  the  next  refreshing 
shower  may  cause  to  spring  aeain — ^but  that  which 
levels  with  the  ground  the  tordliest  trees  of  the 
forest,  and  claims  immortality  for  the  destruction 
which  it  inflicts. 

I  shall  not,  I  am  sure,  be  told  that  I  eza£|;erate 
this  power.    It  has  been  admitted  here  and  else- 
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where  that  I  do  not  But  I  want  no  such  conces- 
idcm.  It  is  manifest  that,  as  a  diseretionary  powor, 
it  is  every  thin^  or  nothing;  that  its  hc^  is  in  the 
clouds,  or  that  it  is  a  mere  figment  of  enthusiastic 
speculation;  that  it  has  no  existence^  or  that  it  is 
an  alarming  vortex  ready  to  swallow  up  all  such 
portions  of  the  sovereignty  of  an  infiint  State  as 
ou  may  think  fit  to  cast  mto  it  as  preparatory  to 
the  introduction  into  the  Union  of  the  miserahle 
residue.  No  man  can  contradict  me  when  I  say 
that,  if  you  have  this  power,  you  may  squeeze 
down  a  new-bom  sovereign  State  to  theisize  of  a 
pigmv,  and  then  taking  it  between  fin^  and 
thumb,  stick  it  into  some  nitch^f  the  Union,  and 
still  continue,  by  wav  of  mockery,  to  call  it  a  Stale 
in  the  sense  of  the  Cfonstitution.  You  may  wi^Ste 
it  to  a  shadow,  and  then  introduce  it  into  me  soci- 
ety of  flesh  and  blood,  an  object  of  scorn  and  deri- 
siotB.  You  may  sweat  and  reduce  it  to  a  thing  of 
skin  and  bone,  and  then  i^^e  the  ominous  slrale- 
ton  beside  the  ruddy  and  healthiiil  members  of  the 
Union,  that  it  may  have  leisure  to  mourn  theiam- 
entable  difierence  between  itself  and  its  compan- 
ions, to  brood  over  its  disastrous  promotion,  and  to 
sedL,  in  justifiable  discontent,  an  om)ortuni^  for 
separation,  and  insurrection,  and  rcMilion.  What 
may  you  not  do  by  dexterity  and  perseverance 
witn  this  terrific  power  ?  You  may  gpive  to  a  new 
State,  in  the  form  of  terms  which  it  cannot  refuse, 
(as  I  shall  show  you  hereafter,)  a  statute  book  of 
a  thousand  voluixies,  providing  not  for  ordinary 
cases  only,  but  even  for  possibilities ;  you  may  lay 
the  ydce,  no  matter  whether  lij^ht  or  heavy,  upon 
the  necks  of  the  latest  posterity ;  y<Hi  may  send 
this  searching  power  into  every  hamlet  for  centu- 
ries to  come,  by  laws  enacted  m  ^  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy, and  regulating  all  those  dear  relations  of 
domestic  concern  which  belong  to  local  legislation, 
and  which  even  local  legislation  touches  with  a 
delicate  and  sparing  hand.  This  is  the  first  inroad. 
But  will  it  be  the  last?  This  provision  is^t  a 
pioneer  for  others  of  a  more  desolating  aspect.  It 
IS  that  fatal  bridc^e  of  which  Milton  speaks,  and 
when  once  firmly  huilt,  what  shall  hinder  you  tofAss 
it  when  you  pl^ise  for  the  purpose  of  plundering 
power  after  powier^  at  the  es^ense  of  new  States,  as 
you  will  still  cootmue  to  call  them,  and  raising  up 
prospctive  codes  irrevocable  and  immortal,  which 
shall  leave  to  those  States  the  empty  shadows  of 
domestic  sovereignty,  and  convert  tn^  into  petty 
paeeants,  in  thanselves  oontemptihle,  but  rendered 
inmii^ry  more  so  by  the  contrast  of  their  humble 
faculties  with  the  proud  and  admitted  pretensions 
of  those  who,  having  doomed  them  to  the  inferior- 
ity of  vassals,  have  condescended  to  take  them  into 
their  society  and  under  their  protection  ? 

I  shall  be  told,  perhaps,  that  you  can  have  no 
temptation  to  do  all  or  any  part  of  this,  and,  more- 
over, that  you  can  do  nothing  of  yourselves,  or,  in 
other  worcLs,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  new 
State.  The  last  of  these  suggestions  I  jihall  ex- 
amine by  and  by.  To  the  first,  I  answer  that  it  is 
not  incumbent  upon  me  to  {oove  that  this  discre- 
tion will  be  abused.  It  is  enough  for  me  to  prove 
the  vastness  of  the  power  as  an  inducement  to 
uiake  us  pause  upon  it,  and  to  inquire  with  atten- 


tion whether  thiti^  is  any  apartment  in  the  Consti- 
tution large  encmgh  to  ^ve  it  entertainment  It  la 
more  than  enough  for  me  to  show  tiiat  vast  a^  is  thia 
power,  it  is  vrim  reference  to  mere  Territories  911 
irresponsible  power.  Power  is  irresponsible  wbeii 
it  acts  upon  thooe  who  are  defoiceless  against  it; 
who  cannot  check  it,  or  contribute  to  check  it  in  its 
exercise;  who  can  resist  it  only  by  £aroe.  Titt 
Territory  of  Missouri  has  no  ch«sk  upon  tkie 
power.  It  has  no  share  in  the  govenubent  cf  the 
Union.  In  this  body  it  has  no  representative.  Intka 
Other  House  it  has,  by  courtesy,  an  agent  who  may 
remonstrate,  but  cannot  vote.  •  That  such' an  irre- 
sponsible power  is  not  likely'tO'be  abused,  who  will 
undertidce  to  assert  ?  If  it  is  npt,  '^experience  is  « 
cheat,  and  fact  a  liar."  The  power  which  Bng- 
land  claimed  over  the  colonies  was  such  a  cower, 
and  it(  was  abused ;  and  hence  the  RevcMiUian. 
Such  a  power  is  always  perilous  to  those  who 
widd  it,  as  wdl  as  to  those  on  whom  it  is  exertsd. 
Oppression  is  but  another  name  for  irresponsiUe 
power,  if  history  is  to  he  trusted. 

The  firee  'Spirit  of  our  Constitution  and  of  o«r 
people,  is  no  assurance  against  the  propension  of 
unbridled  power  to  abuse,  when  \t  acts  upon  colo- 
nial dependants' rather  thui  upon  ourselves.  Free 
States,  as  well  as  despots,  have  oppressed  those 
whom  they  were  bound  to  foster ;  and  it  b  the  aa* 
ture  of  man  that  it^ould  be  so.  The  love  of  pow- 
er^  and  the  desire  to  display  it  when  it  can  be  doDe 
with  impunity,  is  inherent  in  the  humcm  heait. 
Turn  it  out  at  the  door,  and  it  will  in  again  at  tiw 
window.  Power  is  di^layed  in  its  fullest  measmcL 
and  with  a  captivating'  dignity,  by  restramts  afla 
conditions.  Tne  prwriUu  Ugisfireidi  is  a  univenal 
disease :  and  conditions  are  laws  as  far  as  diey 
go.  The  vanity  of  human  wisdom,  and  die jpre- 
sum^on  of  human  reason,  are  proverbial.  This 
vamty  and  this  presumption  are  ohm.  neither  rea- 
sonane  nor  wise.  Humanity,  too,  sometimes  plays 
fantai^  tricks  with  power.  Time,  moreover,  is 
fruitful  in  temptations  to  convert  discretionary 
power  to  all  sorts  of  purposes. 

Time,  that  withers  the  strength  of  man  and 
"  strews  around  him  like  autumnal  leaves  the  ru^ 
ins  of  his  proudest  monuments,"  produces  great 
vicissitudes  in  modes  of  thinking  and  feeling.  It 
brings  along  with  it,  in  its  progress^  new  circum- 
stances, new  combinations  and  modifications  of  the 
old,  generaiting  new  views,  motives,  and  eapricea, 
new  fiainaticisms  of  endless  variety — in  shorty  new 
every  thing.  We  ourselves  are  always  changing-^, 
and  what  to-day  we  have  but  a  small  desire  to  oU 
tempt,  to-morrow  becomes  the  object  of  our  pas- 
sionate aspimtions. 

There  is  such  a  thing  as  enthusiasm:  moral,  nli- 
^ous,  or  political,  or  a  c(nnpound  of  ail  three ;  and 
It  is  wonderfbl  what  it  will  attempt,  and  from 
what  imperceptiUe  be^nings  it  sometimes  risaa 
intaa  mighty  agent  Rising  from  soBie  obsctve 
or  udmown  source,  it  first  s1k>ws  itself  a  petty  nW' 
ulet,  which  soaroely  murmurs  over  the  pebbles  Uiat 
obstruct  its  way ;  then  it  swells  into  a  fierce  tar- 
rent,  bearing  all  before  it;  and,  again,  like  sons 
mountain  stream  which  occasional  rains  hare  pn- 
cipiti^ed  upon  the  valley,  it  sinks  once  more  mio 
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a  nTolet,  and  finally  leaves  its  channel  dry.  Such 
a  thing  has  happened.  I  do  not  say  that  it  is  now 
ki^ppening.  It  would  not  become  me  to  say  so. 
"Batj  if  it  should  occm-,  wo  to  the  unlucky  Terri- 
lory  that  should  be  stn^^ling  to  make  its  way  into 
^e  Union  at  the  moment  when  the  opposing  in- 
undation was  at  its  height,  and  at  the  same  instant 
iUb  wide  Mediterranean  of  discretionary  powers, 
-which  it  seems  is  ours,  should  open  up  all  its 
ilwoes,  and  with  a  consentaneous  rush,  min^e 
widi  the  turbftd  waters  of  the  others  \    *    *    *    * 

'^New  States  t^ay  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
iata  this  Union."  It  is  objected  that  the  word 
*^  may"  imports  power,  not  obligation — a  right  Xo 
decioe — a  discretion  to  grant  or  refuse. 

To  this  it  xoAfhX  be  answered,  that  powt  i&diUy^ 
on  many  occasions.  But  let  it  be  conceded  that  it 
i»  discretionary.  What  consequence  folbws?  A 
power  to  refiise^  in  a  case  like  this,  does  not  ^ece6- 
otrily  inTolFe  a  power  to  exact  terms.  You  must 
look  to  the  rewky  which  is  the  declared  object  of 
the  power.  Whether  you  will  arrive  at  it  or  not 
nay  dq»end  on  your  will ;  but  you  cannot  com- 
pnaaise  with  the  result  intended  and  professed. 

Wha(|  then,  is  the  professed  result?  To  admit 
a  State  into  this  Union. 

What  is  that  Uni(m  ?  A  confederation  of  States 
eq^  in  sovereignty,  capable  of  every  thing  which 
tike  Constitution  does  not  forbid,  or  authorize  Con- 
gress to  ibihid.  It  is  an  equal  Union  between  par- 
ties equidW  sovereign.  They  were  sovereign,  in- 
dependently of  the  Union.  The  object  of  the 
Union  was  common  protection  for  the  exercise  of 
aireadj  existing  soverei^ty.  The  parties  gave  up 
a  portion  of  that  soveieignty  to  insure  Uie  remain- 
der. As  far  as  they  gave  it  up  by  the  common 
compact  they  have  ceased  to  be  sovereign.  The 
Union  provides  the  means  of  defending  the  resi- 
due; aiM  it  is  into  that  Union  that  a  new  State  is 
to  come.  By  accediiig  to  it,  the  new  State  is 
^eed  on  the  same  footing  with  the  original  States. 
It  accedes  for  die  same  purpose,  that  is,  protection 
for  its  ansorrendered  sovereignty.  If  it  comes  in 
jhom  of  its  beams — crippled  and  disparaged  be- 
yond the  original  States^^it  is  not  into  the  original 
UnioD  that  it  comes.  For  it  is  a  di0erent  sort  of 
Union.  The  first  was  Union  ivUr  pares :  This  is 
a  Union  between  dMpffurates,  betwieen  giants  and 
a  dwuf^  between  power  and  feebleness,  between 
foU  prmortioned  sovereignties  and  a  miserable 
inage  or  power — a  thing  which  that  very  Union 
has  ahraak  and  shrivelled  from  its  just  size,  instead 
of  pcescrving  it  in  its  true  dimensions. 

It  is  into  **  this  Union,"  that  is,  the  Union  of  the 
Federal  Constitntion,  that  you  are  to  admit,  or  re- 
{oBc  to  admit.  Yon  can  admit  into  no  odier. 
Yon  cannot  make  the  Union,  as  to  the  new  State, 
iribat  it  is  not  as  to  the  old :  for  then  it  is  not  this 
Ihmm  that  you  open  for  the  entrance  of  a  new 
party.  If  yon  m^e  it  eater  into  a  new  and  addi- 
tieaal  oompact,  is  it  any  k>oger  the  same  Union  ? 

We  are  told  that,  admitting  a  State  into  the 
VtuoB  k  a  compact.  Yes;  liit  wh^t  sort  of  a 
compact?  A  compact  that  it  shall  be  a  member 
of  me  Union,  as  the  Constitution  has  made  it. 
Yon  cannot  new  fashion  it.    You  may  make 


a  compact  to  admit,  but  when  admitted  the^ 
original  compact  prevails.  The  Union  is  a  com- 
pact, with  a  provision  of  political  power  and 
agents  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  objects.  Vary 
that  compact  as  to  a  new  State ;  give  new  enei^gv 
to  that  political  power  so  as*  to  make  it  act  witn 
more  force  upon  a  new  State  than  iipon  the  old ; 
make  the  will  of  those  agents  more  enectually  the 
arbiter  of  the  fate  of  a  new  State  than  of  the  old, . 
and  it  may  be  confidently  said  that  the  new  State 
has  not  entered  into  this  Union,  but  into  another 
Union.  How  £ir  the  Union  has  been  varied  i& 
another  question.  But  that  it  has  been  varied  is 
clear. 

If  I  am  told  that,  by  the  bill  relative  toMissouri, 
you  do  not  legislate  upon  a  new  State,  I  answer 
that  you  do;  and  I  answer  further,  that  it  is  im- 
material whether  you  do  or  not  cut  it  is  upcm 
Missouri,  as  a  State,  that  your  terms  and  condi- 
tions are  to  act.  Until  Missouri  is  a  State,  the 
terms  and  conditions  are  nothing.  You  le^^iaLate 
in  the  shape  of  terms  and  conditions  prospectively ; 
and  you  so  legislate  upon  it  that  when  it  c<Hnes 
into  me  Union  it  is  bound  by  a  contract  degrading 
and  diminishing  its  soverei^v,  and  is  to  m  strip* 
ped  of  rights  which  the  original  parties  to  the  Union 
did  not  consent  to  abandon,^  and  which  that  Union 
(so  far  as  depends  upon  it)  takes  under  its  protec- 
tion and  ^arantee. 

Is, the  right  to  hold  slaves  a  right  which  Massa- 
chusetts enjoys  ?  If  it  is,  Massachusetts  is  under 
this  Union  in  a  different  character  from  Missouri 
The  compact  of  the  Union  for  it,  is  different  from 
the  same  compact  of  Union  for  Missouri.  The 
power  of  Congress  is  different — every  thing  which 
depends  upon  the  Union  is,  in  that  respect,  dif- 
ferent. 

But  it  is  immaterial  whether  you  legislate  for 
Missouri  as  a  State  or  not.  The  effect  of 'your 
legislation  is  to  bring  it  into  the  Union  with  a  por- 
tion of  its  sovereignty  taken  away. 

But  it  is  a  £Kate  which  you  are  to  admit.  What 
is  a  State  in  the  sense  of  tne  Constitution?  It  is  not 
a  State  in  the  general,  but  a  State  as  you  find  it  in  the 
Constitution  ?  A  State,  generally,  is  a  body  poli- 
tic or  independent  politick  society  of  men.  But 
the  State  which  you  are  to  admit  must  be  more 
or  less  than  this  political  entity.  What  must  it 
be?  Ask  the  Constitution.  It  shows  what  it 
means  by  a  State  by  reference  to  the  parties  to  it 
It  must  oe  such  a  State  as  Massachusetts,  Virginia, 
and  the  other  members  of  the  American  Confede- 
racy— a  State  with  ftill  sovereignty,  except  as  the 
Constitution  restricts  it. 

It  is  said  that  the  word  map  necessarily  imfdies 
the  right  of  prescribing  the  terms  of  admission. 
Those  who  maintain  this  are  aware  that  there  are 
no  express  words,  (such  as,  upon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  Con^^s  ^taU  thmk  fit,)  words  which 
it  was  natural  to  expect  to  find  in  the  Constitution, 
if  the  effect  contended  for  were  meant.  They  pat 
it,  therefore,  on  the  word  may^  and  on  that  alone. 

Give  to  that  word  all  the  force  you  please,  what 
do^  it  import  ?  That  Congress  is  not  botM  to 
admit  a  new  State  into  this  Union.,  Be  it  so  for 
argument's  sake.    Does  it  follow  that  when  yon 
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consent  to  admit  into  this  Union  a  new  State  you 
can  make  it  less  in  sovereign  power  than  the  origi- 
nal parties  to  that  Union ;  that  you  can  make  we 
Union  as  to  it  what  it  is  not  as  to  them ;  that  you 
can  fashion  it  to  your  liking  by  compelling  it 
to  purchase  admission  into  a  Union  by  sacri- 
ficing a  portion  of  that  power  which  it  is  the 
sole  purpose  of  the  Union  to  maintain  in  all 
the  plenitude  which  the  Union  itself  does  not  im- 
pair ?  Does  it  follow  that  you  can  force  upon  it 
an  additional  compact  not  round  in  the  compact 
of  Union ;  that  you  can  make  it  come  into  the 
•Union  less  a  State,  in  regard  to  sovereign  power, 
than  its  fellows  in  that  Union  ;  that  you  can  crif)- 
<ple  its  legislative  competency  ^beyond  the  Consti- 
tution wnich  i^  the  pact  ot  Union,  to  which  you 
-make  it  a  party  as  if  it  nad  been  originally  a  party  to 
4t)  by  what  you  choose  to  call  a  condition^  but  wnich, 
-whatever  it  may  be  called,  brings  the  new  govern- 
ment into  the  Union  under  new  obligations  to  it, 
and  with  disparaged*  po^er  to  be  protected  by  it  ? 

In  a  word,  the  whole  amount  of  the  argument 
on  the  other  side  is.  that  you  may  refuse  to  admit 
a  new  State,  and  tnat  therefore  if  you  admit,  you 
may  prescribe  the  temls. 

The  answer  to  that  argument  is,  that  even  if 
yon  can  refuse,  you  can  prescribe  no  terms  which 
are  inconsistent  with  the  act  you  are  to  do.  You 
can  prescribe  no  conditions  which,  if  c  viied  into 
efiect,  would  make  the  new  State  less  a  sovereign 
State  than,  under  the  Union  as  it  stands,  it  womd 
be.  You  can  prescribe  no  terms  which  will  make 
the  compact  oi  Union  between  it  and  the  original 
States  essentially  difierent  from  that  compact  among 
the  original  States*  You  may  admit,  or  refuse  to 
acbnit :  but  if  you  admit,  you  must  admit  a  State 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution—a  State  with  all 
such  sovereijnity  as  belongs  to  the  original  parties; 
and  it  must  1^  into  thi$  Union  that  you  are  to  ad- 
mit it.  not  into  a  Union  of  your  own  dictating, 
formed  out  of  the  existing  Union  by  qualifications 
and  new  compacts,  altering  its  charter  and  efiect, 
and  making  it  fall  short  ofits  protecting  ener^^  in 
reference  to  the  new  State,  wnilst  it  Tcquires  an 
energy  of  another  sort — the  energy  of  restraint  and 
destruction. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  that  even  if  you 
have  a  discretion  to  refu^  to  admit,  you  have  no 
discretion,  if  you  are  willing  to  admit,  to  insist 
upon  any  terms  that  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the 
adinittea  State  as  it  would  otherwise  stand  in  the 
Union  by  the  Constitution  which  receives  it  into 
its  bo«om.  To  admit,  or  not,  is  for  you  to  decide. 
Admission  once  conceded,  it  follows  as  a  corollary 
that  you  must  take  the  new  State  as  an  equal  com- 
panion with  its  fellows ;  that  you  cannot  recast  or 
new-model  the  Union  pro  hoc  vice;  but  that  you 
must  receive  it  into  the  actual  Union,  and  recog- 
nise it  as  a  parcener  in  the  common  inheritance, . 
without  any  other  shackles  than  the  rest  have,  by 
the  Constitution,  submitted  to  bear,  without  any 
other  extinction  of  power  than  is  the  work  of  the 
Constitution  acting  indifierently  upon  all. 

I  may  be  told  perhaps  that  the  restriction,  in  this 
case,  is  the  act  of  Missouri  itself;  that  your  law  is 
nothing  without  its  consent,  and  derives  its  effi- 


cacy from  that  alone.  I  shall  have  a  more  soka- 
ble  occasion  to  speak  on  this  topic  hereafter,  when 
I  come  to  consider  the  treaty  which  ceded  Lou- 
isiana to  the  United  States.  But  I  will  say  a  few 
words  upon  it  now  of  a  more  general  applicatioa 
than  it  will  in  that  bmnch  of  the  argiunent  be 
necessary  to  use. 

A  Territory  cannot  surrender  to  Congress  by  mn- 
ticipation.  the  whole,  or  a  part^  of  the  sovereign 
power,  wnich,  by  the  Constitution  of  the  Union, 
will  belong  to  it  when  it  becomes  ti  State  and  a 
member  of  the  Uniom  Its  consent  is  therefore 
nothing.  It  is  in  no  situation  to  make  this  surren- 
der. It  is  under  the  government  of  Congress ;  if 
it  can  barter  away  a  part  of  its  sovereignty,  by  an- 
ticipation, it  can  do  so  as  to  the  whole ;  for  where 
will  you  stop  ?  If  it  does  not  cease  to  be  a  State, 
in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  with  only  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  sovereign  power,  what  other  smaller 
portion  will  have  that  efiect  ?  If  you  depart  fhom 
the  standard  of  the  Constitution,  that  b,  the  quan- 
tity of  domestic  sovereignty  left  in  the  first  con- 
tracting States,  and  securea  by  the  original  com- 
pact of  Union,  where  will  you  get  anoUer  Mand- 
ard'?  Consent  is  no  standard;  for  con^nt  may 
be  gained  to  a  surrender  of  all. 

No  State,  or  Territory,  in  order  to  become  a  Stat^ 
can  alienate  or  surrender  any  portion  of  its  soto- 
eignty  to  the  Union,  or  to  a  sister  State,  or  to  a 
forei^  nation.  It  is  under  an  incapacity  to  di»- 
qualuy  itself  for  all  the  purposes  of  ^vemment  l^ 
to  it  in  the  Constitution,  by  stripping  itself  of  at- 
tributes which  arise  from  the  natural  equality  ci 
States^  and  which  the  Constitution  recognises,  not 
only  because  it  does  not  deny  them,  but  presumes 
them  to  remain  as  they  exist  by  the  law  of  natore 
and  nations.  Inequality  in  the  sovereignty  of 
States  is  unnatural,  and  repugnant  to  all  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  law.  Hence  we  find  it  laid  down  by 
the  text-writers  on  public  law,  that  ''  Nature  haa 
established  a -perfect  equality  of  rights  between  in- 
depoident  nations;"  and  that,  ''whatever  the 
quality  of  a  free  sovereign  nation  gives  to  one,  it 

gives  to  another."*  The  Constitution  of  the  Unitnl 
itates  proceeds  upon  the  truth  of  this  doctrine.  It 
takes  the  States  as  it  finds  them,  ftM  and  w^enigw 
alike  hp  nature.  It  receives  from  them  portions  of 
their  power  for  the  general^  good,  and  provides  for 
the  exercise  of  it  by  organized  political  bodies.  It 
diminishes,  the  individiud  sovereignty  of  each,  and 
transfers,  what  it  subtracts,  to  the  Government 
which  it  creates :  it  takes  from  all  alike,  and  leavn 
them  relatively  to  each  other  equal  in  sovereign 
power. 

The  honorable  gentleman  frcmi  New  York  has 
put  the  Constitutional  ar^ment  altogether  upon 
the  clause  relative  to  admission  of  new  States  mto 
the  Union.  He  does  not  pretend  that  you  can  find 
the  power  to  retrain,  in  any  extent,  elsewhere.  It 
follows  that  it  is  noi  a  particular  power  to  impose 
this  restriction,  but  a  power  to  impose  restrictions 
ad  libitum:  It  is  competent  to  this,  because  it  is 
competent  .to  every  thing.  But  he  denies  that  there 
can  be  any  power  in  man  to  hold  in  slavery  hit 
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fiBlk»ir-creataie,  and  argues,  therefore,  that  the  pro 
hihitioQ  is  no  restraint  at  all,  since  it  does  not  in- 
terfere with  the  sovereign  powers  of  Missouri. 

One  of  the  most  signal  errors  with  which  the 
aigmnent  on  the  other  side  has  abounded,  is  this 
of  considering  the  proposed  restriction  as  if  level- 
led at  the  introduction  or  establishment  of  slavery. 
Andhence  the  vehement  declamation  which,amon^ 
Other  things,  has  informed  us  that  slavery  origi- 
nated in  fraud  or  violence^ 

The  truth  is,  that  the  restriction  has  no  relation, 
xeal  or  pretended,  to  the  right  of  making  slaves  of 
those  wha  are  firee,  or  of  introducing  slavery  where 
it  does  not  already  exist.  It  applies  to  those  who 
aie  admitted  to  be  already  slaves,  and  who,  with 
their  posterity,  would  continue  to  be  slaves  if  they 
should  remain  where  they  are  at  present ;  and  to 
a  place  where  slavery  already  exists  by  the  local 
law.  Their  civil  condition  will  not  be  altered  by 
tiieir  removal  from  Virginia  or  Carolina  to  Mis- 
soQiu  They  will  not  he  more  slaves  than  they 
now  are.  Their  abode,  indeed,  will  be  different, 
bat  their  bondage  the  same.'  Their  numbers  may 
possiUy  be  augmoited  by  the  diffusion,  and  I  think 
they  will.  But  this  can  only  happen  because  their 
hardships  will  be  mitigated,  and  their  comforts  in- 
creased. The  checks  to  population,  which  exist  in 
tbecdder  States  will  be  dimmished.  The  restriction, 
therefcve,  does  not  prevent  the  establishment  of 
slavery,  either  with  reference  to  persons  or  place ; 
but  simply  inhibits  the  removal  from  place  to  place 
(the  law  in  each  being  the  same)  of  a  slave,  or 
make  his  emancipation  the  consequence  of  that  re- 
morai.  It  acts  professedly  merely  on  slavery  as  it 
esdsts,  and  thus  acting  restrains  its  present  lawful 
efiects.  That  alayery,  like  many  otner  human  in- 
stitutions, originated  in  fraud  or  violence,  may  be 
ocmceded  ;  but,  however  it  originated,  it  is  estab- 
lished among  us,  and  no  man  seeks  a  further  es- 
tablishment of  it  by  new  importations  of  freemen 
to  be  converted  into  slaves.  On  the  contrary,  all 
are  anxious  to  mitigate  its  evils,  by  all  the  means 
within  the  reach  of  the  appropriate  authority,  the 
domestic  L<^latures  of  the  different  States. 

It  can  be  nothing  to  the  purpose  of  this  argu- 
ment, therefore,  as  me  gentlemen  themselves  have 
shaped  it,  to  inquire  what  was  the  origin  of  slavery. 
What  is  it  now,  and  who  are  they  mat  endeavor 
to  innovate  upon  what  it  now  is,  (the  advocates  of 
this  restriction  who  desire  change  by  unconstitu- 
tional means,  or  its  opponents  who  desire  to  leave 
the  whole  matter  to  local  regulation,)  are  the  only 
questions  wcnrthy  of  attention. 

Sir,  if  we  too  closely  look  to  the  rise  and  progress 
of  long^eanetionedestablishmcfnts  and  unquestioned 
lights,  we  may  discover  other  subjects  than  that  of 
slaTCTV)  with  wbich  fraud  and  violence  may  claim 
a  fearml  connexiouj  and  over  which  it  may  be  our 
interest  to  thro^  the  mantle  of  oblivion.  What 
was  the  settlement  of  our  ancestors  in  this  country 
bat  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of  the  barbarians  who 
inhabited  it  7  That  sett&ment,  with  slight  excep- 
tions, was  effected  by  the  slaughter  of  those  who 
ilid.no  more  than  defend  their  native  land  against 
the  intmders  of  Europe,  or  by  unequal  compacts 
and  porchases,  in  which  feebleness  and  ignorance 


had  to  deal  with  power  and  cunning.  The  savages 
who  once  built  their  huts  where  this  proud  Capi- 
tol, rising  from  its  recent  ashes,  exemplifies  the 
sovereignty  of  the  American  people,  were  swept 
away  by  tne  injustice  of  our  fathers,  and  their  do- 
main usurj)ed  by  force,  or  obtained  by  artifices  yet 
more  criminal.  Our  continent  was  full  of  those 
aboriginal  inhabitants.  Where  are  they  or  their 
descendants?  Either  "with  years  beyond  the 
flood,"  or  driven  back  by  the  swellinff  tide  of  our 
population  from  the  borders  of  the  Auantic  to  the 
deserts  of  the  West.  You  follow  still  the  miser- 
rable  remnants,  and  make  contracts  with  them  that 
seal  their  ruin.  You  purchase  their  lands,  of  which 
they  know  not  the  value,  in  order  that  you  may 
sell  them  to  advantage,  increase  your  treasur^ 
and  enlarge  your  empire.  Yet  furtner ;  you  pur- 
sue as  they  retire :  and  they  must  continue  to  retire 
until  the  Pacific  shall  stay  their  retreat,  and  compel 
them  to  pass  away  as  a  dream.  Will  you  recur  to  those 
scenes  of  various  iniquity  for  any  other  purpose 
than  to  regret  and  lament  them  ?  Will  you  pry 
into  them  with  a  view  to  shake  and  im|)air  your 
rights  of  property  and  dominion  ? 

But  the  broad  denial  of  the  sovereign  right  of 
Missouri,  if  it  shall  become  a  sovereign  State,  to 
recognise  slavery  by  its  laws,  is  rested  upon  a  va- 
riety of  grounds,  all  of  which  I  will  examine. 

It  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  they  who  urge 
this  denial  with  such  ardent  zeal)  stop  short  of  it 
in  their  conduct.  There  are  now  slaves  in  Mis- 
souri whom  they  do  not  insist  upon  delivering  from 
their  chains.  Yet,  if  it  is  incomptetent  to  sovereign 
power  to  continue  slavery  in  Missouri,  in  respect 
of  slaves  who  may  yet  be  carried  thither,  show  me 
the  power  that  can  continue  it  in  respect  of  slaves 
who  are  there  already.  Missouri  is  out  of  the  old 
limits  of  the  Union,  and  beyond  those  limits^  it  is 
said,  we  can  give  no  countenance  to  slavery,  if  we 
can  countenance  or  tolerate  it  any  where.  It  is 
plain  that  there  can  be  no  slaves  lieyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi at  this  moment,  but  in  virtue  of  some  power 
to  make  or  keep  them  so.  What  sort  of  power  was 
it  that  has  made  or  kept  them  so?  Sovereign 
power  it  could  not  be,  according  to  the  honoraUe 
gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  and  New  Hamp- 
shire, (Messrs.  Roberts,  Lowrie,  and  Morril  ;) 
and  if  sovereign  power  is  unequal  to  such  a  pur- 
pose, less  than  sovereign  power  is  yet  more  une- 
qual to  it.  The  laws  of  Spain  and  France  could 
do  nothing ;  the  laws  of  the  territorial  goverment 
of  Missouri  could  do  nothing  towards  such  a  re- 
sult, if  it  be  a  result  which  no  laws,  in  other  word^ 
no  sovereignty  could  accomplish.  The  treaty  of 
1803  could  do  no  more  in  this  view^  than  the  laws 
of  France,  or  Spain,  or  the  territorial  government 
of  Missouri.  A  treaty  is  an  act  of  sovereign  pow- 
er, taking  the  shape  of  a  compact  between  the  par- 
ties to  it ;  and  that  which  sovereign  power  cannot 
reach  at  all,  it  cannot  reach  by  a  treaty.  Those 
who  are  now  held  in  bondage,  therefore,  in  Mis- 
souri, and  their  issue,  are  entitled  to  be  free,  if  there 
be  any  truth  in  the  doctrine  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen ;  and  if  the  proposed  restriction  leaves  all 
sucb  in  slavery,  it  thus  dbcredits  the  very  founda- 
tion on  which  it  reposes.    To  be  inconsistent  is 
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the  fate  of  false  principles ;  but  this  ioco&uste&cy 
is  the  more  to  be  remarked,  since  it  cannot  be  re- 
ferred to  mere  considerations  pf  policy,  without 
admitting  that  such  considerations  may  be  prefer- 
red, without  a  crime,  to  what  is  deemed  a  para- 
mount and  iBdi^)ensdl>le  duty. 

It  is  here,  too,  that  I  must  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  honorable  gentlemen  have  taken 
great  pains  to  show  that  this  restriction  is  a  onere 
work  of  supererogation  by  the  principal  argument 
on  which  tney  rest  the  proof  of  its  propriety.  Mis- 
souri, it  is  said,  can  have  no  power  to  do  what  the 
restriction  would  prevent,  h  would  be  void,  there- 
fore, without  the  restriction.  Why,  then,  I  ask,  is 
the  restriction  insisted  upon  ?  Restraint  implies 
that  there  is  something  to  be  restrained ;  but  the 
ffentlemen  iustify  the  restraint,  by  showing  that 
were  is  notning  upon  which  it  can  operate !  They 
demonstrate  the  wisdom  and  necessity  <3i  restraint, 
by  demonstrating  that,  with  or  without  restraint, 
the  subject  is  in  the  same  predicament.  This  is  to 
combat  with  a  man  of  straw,  and  to  put  fetteri^ 
upon  a  shadow. 

The  gentlemen  must  therefore  abandon  either 
iheir  doctrine  or  their  restriction — their  argument 
fit  their  object — ^for  they  are  directly  in  conflict, 
And  reciprocairy  destroy  each  other.  It  is  evident 
that  they  will  not  abandon  their  object,  and,  of 
coarse^  I  must  believe  that  they  hold  their  argu- 
ment m  as  little  real  estimation  as  I  myself  do.. 
The  ^^tlemen  can  scarcely  be  sincere  believes 
in  their  own  principle.  Tbey  have  afmrehensions 
which  they  endeavor  to  conceal,  that  Missouri,  as 
a  State^  will  have  the  pow^  to  continue  slavery 
within  Its  limits ;  and,  if  they  will  not  be  ofiendea, 
I  will  venture  to  compare  them,  in  this  particular, 
with  the  d^ellist  in  Sneridan's  comedy  of  the  Ri- 
vals, who,  affecting  to  have  no  fear  whatever  of 
his  adversary,  is,  nevertheless,  careful  to  admonish 
Sir  Lucius  to  hold  him  fast 

Let  us  take  it  for  granted,  however,  that  they  are 
in  earnest  in  their  doctrine,  and  that  it  is  very  ne- 
cessary to  impose  what  they  prove  to  be  an  un- 
necessary restraint :  how  do  they  support  that  doc- 
-trinel 

The  honorable  gentleman  on  the  other  side  (Mr. 
Kimq)  has  told  us,  as  a. proof  of  his  great  position, 
that  man  cannot, enslave  his  fellow  man,  m  which 
is  implied  that  all  laws  upholding  slavery  are  ab- 
IMklute  nullities  -,  that  the  nations  of  antiquity^  as 
veil  as  of  modern  times,  have  concurred  in  laying 
down  that  position  as  incontrovertible. 

He  refers  us,  in  the  fir§t  place,  to  the  Roman 
law,  in  which  ne  finds  it  laid  down  as  a  maxim  : 
Jun  naturali  onmei  Jumines  ab  iniUo  Uben  lutscebcm- 
liN%  From  the  manner,  in  which  this  maxim  was 
pcened  upon  us,  it  wquld  not  readily  have  been 
conjectured  that  the  honorable  gentleman  who 
used  it  had  borrowed  it  from  a  slaveholding  Em- 
pire, and  still  less  from  a  book  of  the  Institutes  of 
Justinian,  which  treats  of  slavery,  and  justifies  and 
regulates  it.  Had  he  given  us  the  context,  we, 
slmuld  have  had  the  modifications  of  which  the 
abstract  doctrine  was.  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Roman  law,  susceptiUe  We  should  have«had 
an  explanation  of  the  comp^enoy  of  that  law,  to 


convert,  whelhar. justly  or  unjustly,  freedom  inio 
servitude,  and  to  maintain  the  right  of  a  maaler.lo 
the  service  and  obedience  of  his  elave. 

The  honorable  gentleman  might  also  have  gone 
to  Greece  for  a  aimilar  maxim  ^nd  a  similar  otmt- 
mentary,  speculative  and  practical. 
.  He  next  refers  us  toMagna  Chuta.  I  am  aosoi^ 
what  familiar  with  Magna  Charta,  and  I  amcoa- 
fident  that  it  contains  no  such  maxim  as  the  Ima> 
orable  gentleman  thinks  he  has  discovered  in  it 
The  great  charter  Was  extorted  from  John,  and  his 
feeble  son  and  successor,  by  haughty  slavehoiding 
barons,  who  thought  only  of  themselves  and  the 
commons  of  England,  (then  inconsiderable,)  whom 
they  wished  to  enlist  ul  their  efibrts  against  the 
Crown.  There  is  not  in  it  a  single  word  whiflh 
condemns  civil  slavery.  Freemen  only  are  the 
objects  of  its  protecting  eare.  "  NuUms  l&tr  hamo^^ 
is  Its  phraseology.  The  serfs  who  were  chained  lo 
the  soil,  the  viueins  regardant  and  ib  gross,  weve 
left  as  it  found  them.  All  England  was  then  fiiB 
of  slaves,  whose  posterity  would  by  law  jxmmm 
slaves  as  with  us,  except  only  that  the  issue  fo^ 
lowed  the  condition  of  the  father  instead  of  ^tfae 
mother.  The  rule  was  "  Partus  seqmtur  -patrem^^ 
a  rule  more  favorable,  undoubtedly,  from  the  very 
precariousness  of  its  application,  to  the  gradual  ex- 
tinction of  slavery,  tiumours,  wmeh  has  been  drawn 
from  the  Roman  law,  and  is  of  sure  and  unavoid- 
able effect. 

Still  less  has  the  Petition  of  Right,  presented  lo 


Charles  L,  by  the  Long  Parliament,  to.do  with  $he 
subject  of  civil  slavery.  It  looked  merely,  as  Mag^ 
na  Charta  had  not  done  before  it,  to  the  freemen 
of  England;  and  sought  only ^ to  protect  tkeoa 
against  royal  prerogative  and  the  encroaching  apirtt 
of  the  Stuarts. 

,  As  to  the  Bill  of  Rights,  enacted  by  the  Con- 
vention Parliament  of  1688,  it  is  almost  a  dupli- 
cate of  the  Petition  of  Right,  and  arose  out  of  the 
recollection  of  that  political  tyranny  from  whit^ 
the  nation  had  just  escaped,  and  the  recurrence  <^ 
which  it  was  intended  to  prevent  It  oontains  no 
abstract  principles.  It  deals  only  with  pcactical 
checks  upon  the  power  of.  the  monarch,  and  in 
safeguards  for  institutions  esaenlial  to  the  pf«scr- 
vation  of  the  public  libertv.  That  it  was  not  de- 
signed to^mathematizecivil  slaverymay  betakenfor 
mnted,  since,  at  that  epoch  and  long  aftenvards, 
the  English  Government  inundated  its  foreign 
plantations  with  slaves,  and  suf^itied  other  nations 
with  them  as  merchandiser  under  the  sanction  of 
solemn  treaties  negotiated  tor  that  purpose.  Aad 
here  I  cannot  forbear  to  remark  that  we  owe  it  to 
that  same  Government,  when  it  stood  towards  us 
in  the  relation  of  parent  to  child,  that  involuntary 
servitude  exists  in  our  land,  and  that  wt  are  warn 
deliberating  virhether  the  prerogative  of  correetiiig 
its  evils  belongs  to  the  NatiomJ  or  the  Stale  Gor- 
emments.  In  the  early  periods  of  our  colonial 
history  every  thing  was  done  by  the  mother  cowi- 
try  to  encourage  the  in^iortation  of  slaves  inlo 
North  Ameriea,  and  the  measures  which  were 
adopted  by  the  Colonial  Assemblies  to  prohibit  k 
were  uniformly  negatived  by  the  Crown.  Jt  is  not 
therefore  our  uuiU,  nor  the  fault  of  our  ancestoEs, 
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that  diis  calamity  Iub  been  entailed  upon  ns ;  and, 
notwithKtaadin^  the  ostentation  witK  which  'the 
loitering  aboliuon  a£  the  slave  trade  by  the  British 
Parliament  has  been  vaonted.  the  principal  consid- 
eration which  at  last  reconciled  it  to  that  measure 
was,  dwt,  by  suitable  care,  the  slave  population  in 
tkeir  West  India  islands,  already  full^  stocked, 
flK^ht  be  kept  up  and  even  increased  without  the 
aid  of  mmortation.  In  a  word,  it  was  cold  caleu- 
18  or  intei 


interest,  and  not  the  suggestions  of  hv- 
mani^,  or  a  reepect  for  the  philanthropic  princi- 
ples of  Mr.  Wilberforce  which  produced  their  tardy 
abandimment  o£  that  abominable  traffic 

Of  the  Declaraticm  of  our  Independence,  which 
has  alao  been  quoted  in  support  of  the  perilous 
docttines  now  urged  upon  us,  I  need  not  now  speak 
at  large.  I  have  shown  on  a  former  occasion  how 
tile  it  is  to  rely  upon  that  instrument  for  such  a 
purpOBe,  and  I  will  not  fatigue  you  bymere  rept- 
tkion.  The  self-eyident  truths  announced  in  the 
Dtelaration  of  Independoice  are  not  truths- at  all, 
if  taken  literally ;  and  the  practical  conclusions 
oonluBed  in  the  same  passage  of  that  dedaration 
prove  that  they  were  never  designed  to  be  so  re- 
otfved. 

The  Articles -of  Confederation  contain  liothing 
cm  the  subject ;  whilst  the  aerial  Oonstitoiion  rec- 
ognises die  l^al  existence  of  slavery  by  various 
provisions.  The  power  of  i^t^ibiting  the  slave 
trade  is  involved  in  that  of  regulating  commerce, 
hot  this  is  comded  with  an  express  inhibition  to 
the  exercise  of  it  for  twenty  years.  How,  then, 
ean  that  C!onstitution  which  expressly  p^mitethe 
msportation  of  slaves,  authorize  the  National  Gov- 
ernment to  set  on  foot  a  crusade  asainst  slavery? 

The  ekiise  respecting  fogitive  s&ves  is  affirma- 
tive and  active  in  its  dfects.  It  is  a  direct  sanc- 
tion and  positive  protection  of  the  ri^ht  of  the  mas- 
ter to  the  services  of  his  slave  as  derived  under  the 
local  laws  of  the  States.  The  phiaseology  in  which 
it  is  wrapped  up  still  leaves  the  intention  clear,  and 
die  words,  '^  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in 
one  State  under  the  laws  thereof,"  have -always 
been  interpreted  to  extend  to  the  case  of  slaves,  m 
the  various  acts  of  Congress  which  have  been 
oBsead  to  give  efficacy  to  the  provision,  and  in  the 
jodieial  application  of  those  uiws.  So  also  in  the 
daoae  prescribing  the  ratio  of  representation — ^the 
phrase,  ^  three  fi^hs  of  all  other  persons,"  is  equi- 
valent to  slaves,  or  it  means  nothing.  And  yet  we 
ate  vokA  that  those  who  are  acting  under  a  Consd- 
tndoa  which  sanctions  the  existence  of  slavery  in 
tlioae  States  which  chooee  to  tolerate  it,  are  at 
liberty  to  hold  that  no  law  can  sancdon  its  ex* 


It  is  idle  to  make  the  rightfulness  of  an  act  due 
mcasive  oi  sovereign  power.  The  distinction  be- 
Unesk  sovereign  power  and  the  moral  rifi^t  to  ex- 
ceeise  it,  has  suways  been  recognised.  Ail  polid* 
oal  power  may  be  abused,  but  is  it  to  stop  where 
ekme  may  begin  1  The  power  of  declaring  war  is 
a  power  of  vast  capacity  iait  mischief,  and  capable 
or  inflicting  the  most  widespread  desoladon.  But 
it  is  giTen  to  Conjrress  without  stint  and  without 
meaaire.  Is  a  citizen,  or  are  the  oourtsof  jusdoe 
to  haquire  whether  that,  at  any  o^er  law,  u  just, 


before  they^bey  or  execute  it?  And  are  there 
any  degrees  of  injusdce  which  will  withdraw 
from  sovereign  power  the  capacity  of  making  a 
given  law  1 

But  sovereignty  is'  said  to  be  deputed  power. 
Deputed — bjr  whom  ?  By  the  people,  because  the 
power  is  theirs.  And  if  it  be  theirs,  does  not  the 
restriction  take  it  away  ?  Examine  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  it  vnll  be  seen  that  the 
people  of  the  States  are  regarded  as  well  as  the 
States  themselves.  The  Constitution  was  made 
by  the  people,  and  ratified  by  the  people. 

Is  it  fit,  then,  to  hold  that  aU  the  -soverognty 
of  a  State  is  in  the  ffovemm^t  of  the  State? 
So  much  is  there  as  &e  peopk  grant:  and  the 
people  can  take  it  away,  or  give  more,  or  new 
model  what  they  have  already  granted.  It  is 
this  right  which  the  pri^osed  restriction  takes 
from  Missouri.  You  give  them  an  immortal  con- 
stitution, d^etaiding  on  your  will,  npt  on  theirs. 
The  people  and  th&  posterity  are  to  be  bound  for 
ever  by  this  restriction ;  and  upon  the  same  prin- 
cijde,  imy  other  restriction  may  be  imposed.  Where, 
then,  is  their  power  to  change  the  Constitution, 
and  to  devolve  new  soverei^ty  upon  the  Stale 
government  ?  You  limit  their  sovereign  capacity 
to  do  it ;  and  when  you  talk  of  a  State,  you  mean 
the  people  «s  well  as  the  Government.  The  peo- 
ple are  the  source  of 'all  power— you  dry  up  that 
source.  They  are  the  reservoir— you  tale  out  of 
it  what  suits  you. 

it  is  said  thiat  this  Oovemment  is  a  Government 
of  deputed  powers.  So  is  every  Government — 
and  what  power  is  not  deputed  remains.  But  the 
people  of  the  United  States  can  give  it  more  if 
they  please,  as  the  pec^le  of  each  State  can  do  in 
reraect  to  its  own  ^vemment  And  here  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  this  is  a  Government  of 
enumerated,  as  wdl  as  deputed  povi^ers;  and  to 
examine  the  clause  as' to  the  admission  of  ne:# 
Stated  with  that  principle  in  view.  Now  ass^une 
that  it  is  a  part  ot  the.  sovereign  power  of  the  peo- 
ple (^Missouri  to  continue  ^a very, and  to  devolve 
that  power  upon  its  Government,  and  then  to  take 
it  away,  and  then  to  give  it  again.  The  (Soverft- 
ment  is  thdr  cseature — the  meanft  of  exercisi&g 
their  sovereignty,  and  they  can  vary  those  means 
at  their  pleasure,  Independendy  of  the  Union, 
their  power  would  be  unlunited.  By  coming  into 
the  Union,  th^y  part  with  some  of  it,  and  are  thus 
less  sovereign. 

Let  US)  then,  see  whether  the3r  pert  with  this 
power. 

if  they  have  parted  with  this  portion  of  sover- 
eign power,  it  must  be  under  that  clause  of  ike 
national  Constitution  which  gives  to  Conffraas 
'^  power  to  admit  new  States  into  this  UnMm.** 
i^d  it  is  said  that  this  necessarily  implies  ^-au- 
thority of  prescribing  the  conditions  upon  which 
«ichne#  States  ahaU  be  admitted.  This  has  been 
put  into  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  which  is  thus 
ataited: 

M^of.  Every  miiversal  proposition  includes  all 
the  means,  manner,  and  terms^  of  die  act  to  whieh 
it  relates. 

JUktor.  But  diis  is  a  univcfaal  proposition. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


407 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGEBS8. 


408 


Sbnatb. 


Admission  of  J^kme  amdsMissourL 


fbbbuary, laaou 


Condusion,  Therefore,  the  means,  maimer,  and 
terms,  are  involved  in  it. 

But  this  syllogism  is  fallacious,  and  any  thing 
else  may  be  proved  by  it,  by  assuming  one  of  its 
members  wmch  involves  me  conclusion.  The 
minor  is  a  mere  postulate. 

Take  it  in  this  way : 

Ma^of,  None  but  a  universale  proposition  includes 
in  itself  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the^  act  to  be 
done. 

Mmor,  But  this  is  not  such  a  universal  propo- 
sition. 

Condusion,  Therefore,  it  does  not  contain,  in 
itself,  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the  act.  • 

In  both  cases,  the  minor  is  a  gratuitous  postu- 
late. 

But  I  denyr  that  a  universal  proposition,  as  to  a 
specific  act,  involves  the  terms  and  conditions  of 
that  act,  so  as  to  vary  it  and  substitute  another  and 
a  different  act  in  its  place.  The  proposition  con- 
tained in  the  clause,  is  universal  in  one  sense  only. 
It  is  particular  in  another.  It  b  universal  as  tQ 
the  power  to  admit  or  refuse.  It  is  particular  as 
to  the  bein^  or  thing  to  be  admitted,  and  the  com- 
pact by  which  it  is  to  be  admitted.  The  sophistry 
consists  in  ext^oiding  the  universal  pait  of  the  prop- 
osition in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  out  of  it  ano- 
ther universal  proposition.  It  consists  in  confound- 
ing the  right  to  produce  or  -to  refuse  to  produce  a 
certain  defined  effect,  with  a  right  to  produce  a 
different  effect  by  refusing  otherwise  to  produce 
any  effect  at  all.  It  makes  the  actual  ri^ht  the  in- 
strument of  obtaining  another  right  with  which 
the  actual  right  is  incompatible.  It  makes,  in  a 
word,  lawful  power  the  mstrument  of  unlawful 
usurpation.  The  retuU  is  kept  out  of  sight  by  this 
mode  of  reasoning.  The  discretion  to  decline  that 
result,  which  is  caUed  a  universal  proposition,  is 
singly  obtruded  upon  us.  But,  in  order  to  reason 
correctly,  you  must  keep  in  view  the  d^ned  result, 
as  well  as  the  discretion  to  produce  or  to  decline  to 
produce  it  The  result  is  the  particular  part  of  the 
proposition ;  therefore,  the  discretion  to  produce  or 
decline  it,  is  the  univmal  part  of  it.  But,  because 
the  last  is  found  to  be  universal,  it  is  taken  for 
granted  that  the  first  is  also  universal.  This  is  a 
sophism  too  manifest  to  impose. 

BuL  discarding  the  macninery  of  syllogisms  as 
unfit  tor  such  a  £scussion  as  this,  let  t^  look  at  the 
clause  with  a  view  of  interpredng  it  by  the  rules 
of  sound  logic  and  common  sense. 

The  power  is,  "  to  admit  new  States  into  this 
Union ;''  and  it  may  be  safely  conceded  that  here 
is  discretion  to  admit  or  refuse.  The  question  is, 
what  must  we  do,  if  we  do  any  thing?  What 
must  we  admit,  and  into  what  ?  The  answer  is, 
a  State— 4md  into  this  Union. 

The  distinction  between  federal  rights  and  local 
rights  is  an  idle  distinction.  Becau^  the  new 
State  acquires  federal  rights,  it  is  not,  therefore,  in 
this  Union.  The  Union  is  a  compact ;  and  is  it 
an  equal  party  to  that  compact,  because  it  has 
equal  federal  rights  ?  How  is  the  Union  formed  ? 
By  equal  contributions  of  power.  Make  one  mem- 
ber sacrifice  more  than  another,  and  it  becomes 
unequal.    The  compact  vt  of  two  parts : 


1.  The  thing  obtained — federal  rights.  ^ 

2.  The  price  paid — local  sovereignty. 

You  ma^  disturb  the  balance  orthe  Union^  ei- 
ther by  diminishing  the  thing  acquired,  or  increas- 
ing the  sacrifice  paid. 

what  were  the  purposes  of  coming  into  the 
Union  amon^  the  original  States?  The  Statte 
were  originaUy  sovereign,  without  Hmit,  as  to  for- 
eign and  domestic  concerns.  But,  being  incapa- 
ble of  protecting  themselves  singly,  they  entmd 
into  the  Union  to  defend  themselves  against  for- 
eign violence.  The  domestic  concerns  of  the  peo- 
ple were  not,  in  general,  tol)e  acted  on  by  it  The 
security  of  the  power  of  managing  them  by  do- 
mestic legislature,  is  one  of  tl^  great  objects  of 
the  Union.  The  Union  is  a  metms  not  an  «wi  By 
requiring  greater  sacrifices  of  domestic  power,  t^ 
end  is  sacrificed  to  the  means.  Suppose  the  sor^ 
render  kA  all,  or  neariy  all,  the  domestic  powers  of 
legislation  ¥rere  required ;  the  means  would  there 
have  swallowed  up  the  end. 

The  argument  that  the  compact  may  be  enforced, 
shows  that  the  federal  predici&ment  is  changed. 
The  power  of  the  Union  not  only  acts  on  persons 
and  citizens,  but  on  the  faculty  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  restrains  it  in  a  way  which  the  Consti- 
tution nowhere  authorizes.  This  new  oUigation 
takes  away  a  right  which  is  expressly  "  reserved  to 
the  people  or  the  States,"  since  it  is  nowhere  grant- 
ed to  the  Grovemment  of  the  Union.  You  can- 
not do  indirectly  whatyou  cannot  do  directly.  It 
is  said  that  this  Union  is  competent  to  make  com- 
pacts. Who  doubts  it  ?  But  can  you  make  thti 
compact?  I  insist  that  you  cannot  make  it,  be- 
cause it  is  repuffnant  to  tne  thing  to  be  done. 

The  effect  of  such  a  compact  would  be  to  pro- 
duce that  inequality^  in  the  Union,  to  which  the 
Constitution,  in  all  its  provisions,  b  adverse.  Br- 
ery  thinff  in  it  looks  to  equality  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Union.  Under  it  you  cannot  produce 
inequality.  Nor  can  you  get  beforehand  of  the 
Constitution,  and  do  it  by  anticipation.  Wait  un- 
til a  State  is  in  the  Union,  and  you  cannot  do  it ; 
yet  it  b  only  upon  the  State  in  the  Union  that 
what  you  do  begins  to  act. 

But  it  seems,  that,  although  the  proposed  restric- 
tion may  not  be  justified  by  the  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  gives  power  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union,  separately  considered,  there  are 
other  parts  of  the  Constitution  which,  combined 
with  that  clause,  will  ¥rarrant  it  And  first,  we 
are  infonped  that  there  is  a  clause  in  thb  instm^ 
ment  which  declares  that  Congress  shaU  guaranty 
to  every  State  a  republican  form  of  government ; 
that  slavery  and  ^ch  a  form  of  government  are 
incompatible ;  and,  finally,  as  a  conclusion  from 
these  premises,  that  Congress  not  only  have  a  rigkt^ 
but  are  homdxo  exclude  slavery  from  a  new  State. 
Here,  again,  sir,  there  b  an  edifying  inconsistency 
between  the  argument  and  the  measure  which  tt 
professes  to  vindicate.  By  the  argument  it  is  main- 
tained that  Missouri  cannot  have  a  republican  Ibmi 
of  government  and  at  the  same  time  tcdanatencsro 
slavery.  By  the  measure  it  b  admitted  that  Mis- 
souri may  tolerate  slavery,  as  to  persons  alreadf 
in  bondage  there,  and  be  neverthdess  fit  to  be  re* 
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ceiTed  into  the  Union.  What  sort  of  Constitu- 
tional mandate  is  this,  which  can  thus  be  made  to 
bend,  and  truckle,  and  compromise,  as  if  it  were  a 
simpie  rule  of  expediency  tnat  might  admit  of  ex- 
ceptions upon  motives  of  countervailing  expedi- 
ency ?  There  can  be  no  such  pliancy  in  the  per- 
emptory provisions  of  the  Constitution.  They 
cannot  be  obeyed  by  moieties  and  violated  in  the 
same  latio.  They  must  be  followed  out  to  their 
full  extent,  or  treated  with  that  decent  neglect 
which  has  at  least  the  merit  of  forbearing  to  ren- 
der contumacy  obtrusive  by.aA  ostentatious  display 
of  the  very  aut^  which  we  in  part  abandon.  If 
the  decalogue  could  be  observed  in  this  casuistical 
.  manner,  we  mi^t  be  grievous  sinners,  and  yet  be 
liable  to  no  reproach.  We  miffht  persist  in  all  our 
habitaal  irregularities  and  stiS  be  spotless.  We 
might,  for  example,  continue  to  covet  our  neigh- 
bors' goods,  provided  they  wete  the  same  neighl^rs 
whose  goods  w6  had  before  coveted ;  and  so  of  all 
the  other  commandments. 

Will  the  gentlemen  tell  us  that  it  is  the  qua/iUiUy 
</  sUamj  not  the^tto^  cf  dowry,  which  takes  from 
a  government  the  republican  form  1  Will  they  tell 
OS,  (for  they  have  not  yet  told  us,)  that  there  are 
Constitutional  grounds,  (to  say  nothing  of  com- 
mon sense,^  ^P<>&  which  the  slavery  -miich  now 
exbts  in  Missouri  may  be  reconciled  with  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  while  any  addition  to 
the  mumbtr  of  its  slaves,  (tne  quality  of  slavoy  re- 
maining the  same)  from  the  other  States,  wiu  be 
repugnant  to  that  form,  and  metamorphose  it  into 
aome  nondescript  government  disowned  by  the 
Constitution  ?  They  cannot  have  recourse  to  the 
tzeaty  of  1803  for  such  a  distinction,  since,  inde- 
pendently of  what  I  have  before  observed  on  that 
head,  the  gentlemen  have  contended  that  the  treaty 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  They  have 
cnt  themselves  off  from  all  chance  of  a  conveni- 
ent distinction  in  or  out  of  that  treaty  by  insisting 
dat  slavery  beyond  the  old  United  States  is  re- 
jected by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  law  of  Qod, 
as  discoveraUe  by  the  aid  of  eitner  reason  or  rev- 
elation ;  and,  moreover^  that  the  treaty  does  not 
include  the  case,  and  il  it  did,  could  not  make  it 
better.  They  have,  therefore^  completely  discred^ 
ited  their  own  theory  by  their  own  practice,  and 
left  us  no  theory  worthy  of  being  seriously  contro- 
verted. This  peculiarity  in  reasoning,  of  giving 
out  a  universal  ptrinciple,  and  coupling  wim  it  a 
practical  concession  that  it  is  wholly  ftdlacious, 
Aas,  indeed,  run  throu^  the  greater  part  of  the 
ai|^iiments  on  the  other  side;  but  it  is  hot,  as  I 
thmk^  the  more  imposing  on  that  account,  or  the 
icK  liable  to  the  criticism  which  I  have  here  be- 
stowed upon  it 

There  is  a  remarkable  inaccuracy  on  this  branch 
of  the  subject  into  which  gentlemen  have  fallen, 
and  to  which  I  will  give  a  moment's  attention, 
without  laying  unnecessary  stress  upon  it  The 
government  of  a  new  State,  as  well  as  of  an  old 
State,  must,  I  agree,  be  republican  in  its  firm.  But 
it  has  not  been  very  cleaiiy  explained  wliat  the  laws 
which  such  a  government  may  enact  can  have  to 
do  with  its  ybm.  Tiie  form  of  the  ^vemment  is 
matmal  only  as  it  fumkhes  a  seeunty  that  those 


laws  will  protect  and  promote  the  public  happiness, 
and  be  made  in  a  republican  spirit.  The  people 
being,  in  such  a  Grovernment,  ue  fountain  of  all 
power,  and  their  servants  being  periodically  respon- 
sible to  them  for  its  exercise,  the  Constitution  of 
the  Union  takes  for  granted,  (except  so  far  as  it 
imposes  limitations,)  that  every  such  exercise  will 
be  just  and  salutary.  The  introduction  or  contin- 
uance of  civil  slavery^  is  manifestly  the  mere  result 
of  the  power  of  making  laws.  It  does  not,  in  any 
degree  enter  into  the  form  of  the  government  It 
presupposes  that  form  already  settled,  and  takes  its 
rise  not  from^  the  particular  frame  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  from  the  general  power  whieh  every 
government  involves.  Make  tne  government  what 
you  will  in  its  organization  apd  in  the  distribution 
of  its  authorities,  the  introduction  or  continuance 
of  involuntary  servitude  by  the  legislative  power 
which  it  has  created  can  have  no  influence  on  its 
pre-established  form,  whether  monarchical,  aristo- 
cratical,  or  republican.  The  form  of  government 
is  still  one  thmg,  and  the  law,  hems  a  simple  ex- 
ertibn  of  the  OTdinaij  lietculty  of  legi^tion  by 
those  to  whom, that  form  of  government  has  in- 
trusted it,  another.  The  gentlemen,  however,  iden- 
tify an  act  of  legislation  sanctioning  involuntary 
servitude  with  the  form  of  government  itself,  and 
thev  assure  us  that  the  latter  is  changed  retroact- 
ively by  the  first,  and  is  no  longer  republican. 

But  let  us  proceed  to  take  a  rapid  glance  at  the 
reasons  which  have  been  assigned  for  this  notion 
that  involuntary  servitude  and  a  republican  form 
of  government  are  perfect  antipathies.  The  gen- 
tleman firom  New  Hampshire  (Mr.  Morril)  has 
defined  a  republican  Government  to  be  that  in 
which  all  the  nisn  participate  in  its  power  and 
privileges  :  from  whence  it  follows  tnat  where 
there  are  slaves  it  can  have  no  existence.  A  defi- 
nition is  no  proof,  however,  and  even  if  it  be  dig- 
nified, (as  I  thmlc  it  was,)  with  the  name  of  a 
maxim,  the  matter  is  not  much  mended.  It  is 
Lord  Bacon  who  says  that  "  nothing  is  so  easily 
made  as  a  maxim/'  and,  certainly,  a  definition 
is  manufactured  with  equal  facility.  A  political 
mftxim  is  the  work  of  induction,  and  cannot  stand 
against  experience,  or  stand  on  any  thing  but  ex- 
perience. But  the  maxim,  or  definition,  or  what- 
ever else  it  may  be,  sets  fact  at  defiance.  If  you 
go  back  to  antiquity^  ^^^  ^^  obtain  no  counte- 
nance for  this  h^rpotnesis ;  and  if  you  look  at  home 
you* will  gain  still  less.  I  have  read  that  Sparta^ 
and  Rome,  and  Athens^  and  many  others  of  the 
ancient  family,  were  Republics.  Thej  were  so  in 
form,  undouMedly-^the  last  approaching  nearer  to 
a  perfect  Democracv  than  any  other  Government 
which  has  vet  be«i  known  to  the  world.  Judging 
of  them,  also,  .by  their  fruits,  they  were  of  the 
highest  ordeat  of  Republics.  Sparta  could  scarcely 
be  any  other  than  a  Republic,  when  a  Spartan  ma- 
tron could  say  to  her  son  just  marching  to  battle, 
"  Return  victorious,  or  return  no  more  /"  It  was  the 
unconquerabte  spirit  of  liberty,  nurtured  by  repub- 
lican habits  and  institutions,  that  illustrated  the 
Pass  of  ThermopylsB.  Yet  slavery  was  not  only 
tolerated  in  Sparta,  but  was  estabhshed  by  one  of 
tiie^  fundamental  laws  of  Lycurgus,  having  fiorits 
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object  the  encouragement  of  tlimt  very  spirit.  At- 
tica was  full  of  slaves,  yet  the  love  of  liberty  wms 
its  cbaraeteristic.  Wnat  else  was  it  that  foiled  the 
whole  power  of  Persia  at  Marathon  and  Salarais  ? 
What  other  soil  than  that  which  the  ffenial  sun 
of  Republican  freedom  illuminated  and  warmed, 
could  have  produced  such  men  as  Leonidas  and 
Miltiades,  I^iemistocles  and  Epaminondas?  Of 
Rome  it  would  be  sup^fluous  to  speak  at  larse. 
It  is  sufficient  to  name  the  mighty  mistress  of  the 
world,  before  Sylla  gave  the  mst  stab  to  her  liber^ 
ties  and  the  great  dictator  accomplished  their  final 
min,  to  be  reminded  of  the  practicability  of  union 
botween  civil  slavery  and  an  ardent  love  of  liberty 
eherished  by  r^mUican  establishments. 

If  we  return  home  for  instrucdon  upon  this  point, 
we  perceive  that  same  union  exemplified  in  many 
a  State  in  which  ^'  Liberty  has  a  temjde  in  every 
house,  an  ahar  in  every  heart,"  while  involuntary 
serritude  is  seen  in  every  direction.  Is  it  denied 
that  those  States  possess  a  r^uUkan  form  of  gov- 
enmuent  7  If  it  is,  wfar  does  our  power  of  corree-* 
tion  steep  ?  Why  is  the  Constitutional  guaranty 
sofiered  to  be  inactive  ?  Why  am  I  permitted  to 
fadgne  you,  as  the  representative  of  a  staveboldiag 
StiSe,  with  the  discussion  of  the  nvga  oanora  (for 
so  I  think  them)  that  have  been  forced  into  this 
debate  contrary  to  all  the  remonstrances  of  taste 
and  prudence  ?  Do  gentleme^i  perceive  the  conse- 
quenees  to  which  their  arguments  must  lead,  if  they 
are  of  any  vahie  7  Do  thev  reflect  that  they  l^ad  to 
emancipation  in  the  old  United  States — or  to  an 
eschlsion  of  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  all  the 
South,  and  a  great  poition  of  the  West,  from  the 
Union? 

My  honorable  friend  ftom  Virginia,  sir,  1ms 
no  business  here,  if  thk  disorganizing  creed  be  the 
production  of  any  thing  but  a  heated  brain.  The 
State  to  which  I  belone  must  "  neribrm  a  lustra^ 
tton" — must  purge  and  purify  herself  from  the 
feculence  of  ctvil  slav^.  and  emulate  the  States 
c€:the  North  in  their  2»alfor  throwing  down  the 
flioomy  idoi  which  we  are  said  to  vroi^ip,  before 
ner  Senators  can  have  any  titte  to  appear  in  this 
iMffh  aasemfejk.  It  will  be  m  vain  to  urge  that  the 
okl  United  States  are  exceptions  to  the  rule;  or^ 
rather,  (as  the  gentlemen  express  it^  that  they  have 
BO  diipoaitim  to  applv  the  rule  to  them.  There 
eati  be  no  exeeptibns,  by  impHoation  only,  to  such 
ai<i^ ;  and  expressions  which  jpstify  the  exemp' 
tioa  of  the  did  States  by  inference,  will  justify  the 
exemption  of  Missouri,  ui^ess  tlvsy  potttt  exdii** 
sively  to  them,  as  I  have  shown  they  do  not  The 
goarded  manner,  too,  in  which  some  of  the  gentle- 
men have  oocasionallv  expressed  themselves  on 
this  subject,  is  somewhat  alarming.  They  have 
no  4tipo9ition  to  meddle  with  slavery  in  the  old 
United  States.  Perhaps  not:  but  who  shall  an* 
swer  for  their  successors  1  Who  shall  furnish  a 
pledge  that  the  principle,  once  ingrafted  into  the 
Oon&titution,  will  not  grow,  and  spread,  and  fruc- 
tify>  and  overdiadow  Uie  whole  land?  It  is  the 
natural  office  of  such  a  principle  to  wrestle  with 
™v«y,  wherewever  it  finds  it  New  States,  col- 
onized by  the  apostles  of  this  principle,  will  enable 
II  4«  aet  on  fiiot  a  lutttital  crasade  agaiMt  all  who 


stUl  continue  to  tolerate  it,  although  no  practicable 
means  are  pointed  out  by  which  the^  can  aet  rid 
of  it  ccmsistently  with  their  own  saleij.  At  any 
^rate,  a  present  forbearing  disposition,  m  a  few  or 
in  many,  is  not  a  security  upon  whtca  much  reli-» 
ance  can  be  placed,  upon  a  subject  as  to  which  ae 
many  selfish  interests  and  ardent  feelings  are  oon* 
nected  with  the  cold  calculations  of  policy.  Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  the  old  United  States  aie 
in  no  danger  from  this  principle,  why  is  it  sol 
There  can  be  no  other  answer,  (which  these  zei^ 
ous  enemies  of  slavery  can  itte,)  than,  that  the 
Constitution  recognises  slavery  as  eadsting,  or  cmpm* 
ble  of  existing  in  those  States.  The  ConstitiilioB| 
then,  admits  that  slavery  and  a  republican  fonaa  of 
Government  are  not  incongruous.  It  associates  and 
binds  them  up  together,  and  repudiates  this  wM 
imagination  which  the  fpentlemen  have  preaaid 
upon  us  with  such  an  air  of  triumph.  But,  sii^ 
the  Constitution  does  more^  as  I  have  heretofore 
proved.  It  concedes  that  slavery  may  exist  in  a 
new  State,  as  well  as  in  an  old  one,  since  the  lan- 
guage in  which  it  recognises  slavery  comprdiende 
new  States  as  well  as  actual.  I  trust,  thai,  that  I 
shall  be  forgiven  if  I  suggest  that  no  eccentrict* 
ty  in  aramnent  can  be  more  trying  to  huatan  pa* 
tience  than  a  formal  assertion  that  a  Constitution, 
to  which  slaveholding  States  were  the.most  niH 
merous  porties,  in  vntiich  slaves  ase  treated  aa 
property  as  well  as  persons,  and  provision  is  made 
ibr  the  security  of  that  property,  and  even  for  an 
augmentation  of  it,  by-  a  temporary  importation 
from  Africa,  a  clause  commanding  Congress  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  government  to  those 
very  States,  as  well  as  to  others,  authorizes  yov  to 
determine  that  slavery  and  a  republican  fori&  oi 
government  cannot  co-exist. 

But  if  a  repuUican  form  of  government  is  that  in 
which  all  the  men^  have  a  share  in  the  public  power, 
the  slaveholding  States  wdl  not  alone  retire  hftm 
the  Union.  Tl^  constitutions  of  some  of  the  olhor 
States  do  not  sanction  universal  su^affe,  or  univer- 
sal eligibility.  They  require  citizenship^  and  age^ 
and  a  certam  amount  df  property,  to  give  a  tm 
to  vote  or  to  be  voted  for ;  and  thev  wlra  have  not 
those  qualifications  are  just  as  muca  disfmnchisid^ 
with  regard  to  the  Government  and  its  power,  aa 
if  they  were  slaves.  They  have  civil  rights,  'm* 
deed,  (and  so  have  slaves, -in  a  less  degree,)  bat 
they  have  no  share  in  the  GoveniBient  Their 
province  is  to  obey  the  laws,  not  to  assist  in  making 
them.  All  such  States  must,  therefore  beybri^^ 
mUkOed  with  Vii^ia  and  the  rest,  or  clmve  meir 
system ;  for  the  Constitution,  being  absolutely  aiJtemt 
on  thoae  subjects,  vnU  afibrd  them  no  pratectioa^ 
The  Union  might  thus  be  reduced  from  an  Uaiotr 
to  an  unit  Who  does  not  see  that  such  conclu- 
sions flow  from  false  notions ;  that  the  trae  theory 
of  a  republican  Government  is  mistakoi ;  and  tha^ 
in  such  a  Gkivemment  riffhts,  politic  and  civil, 
mav  be  qualified  by  the  fundamental  law,  upoft 
sucn  induconents  as  the  freemen  of  the  countiv 
deem  sufficient?  That  civil  rights  may  be  quali- 
fied^ as  well  as  political,  is  proved  by  a  thousand 
examplei.  Minors,  resident,  aliens,  who  are  in  « 
f  Datandizaiott-Hhe  other  sex, 
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nuadS)  ct  wives,  or  widows,  fiirnish  sufficient  piac- 
tieal  proof  of  this. 

Again,  if  we  are  to  entertain  these  hopeful  ab- 
stractions, and  to  resolre  aU  establishments  into 
their  imaginarf  elements  in  order  to  recast  them 
upoB  soine  Utopian  plan,  and  if  it  be  true  that  all 
the  men  in  a  republican  Grorernment  must  help  to 
wield  its  power,  and  be  eaual  in  rights,  I  beg  leave 
to  adk  the  honorable  gentleman  from  New  Hamp- 
siure— and  why  not  all  the  women  9  They,  too, 
ttie  God's  creatures,  and  not  only  very  fau-,  but 
Tery  rational  creatures:  and  our  great  ancestor, 
if  we  are  to  cradit  Milton,  accounted  them  the 
^  wisest,  virtuouMst,  discreetest,  best;"  although^  to 
My  the  truth,  he  had  but  one  specimen  from  which 
ta  draw  his  conclusion,  and,  possibly,  if  he  had 
bad  more,  wo^  not  hare  drawn  it  at  all.  They 
kave^  moreover,  acknowledged  civil  rights  in  abmh- 
<ia&ce,  and,  upon  abstract  principles,  more  than 
their  masctuine  rulears  allow  them,  in  fact  Some 
naonarchies,  too^  do  not  exclude  them  from  the 
dinme.  We  have  all  read  of  Elizabeth  of  Bn^aad, 
ci  Catharine  of  Russia,  of  Semiramis,  and  Zei»- 
bia^  and  a  long  list  of  roval  and.  imperial  dames, 
akNit  as  good  %s  an  equal  list  of  royal  and  impe* 
rial  lorte  Why  is  it  that  theii  exchision  from  die 
power  of  a  popular  Grovernment  is  not  destructive 
oi  its  repuhucan  character  ?  I  do  not  address  this 
qoestioB  to  the  honorable  gendeman^s  gallantry, 
bnt  to  his  abstracdcm,  and  his  theories,  and  his 
notioiis  of  the  infinite  perfecdbiliiy  of  human  in- 
stitutions, b(OTowed  from  Goodwin,  and  the  turbu* 
lent  philosophers  of  France.  For  my  own  part, 
air,  if  I  may  have  leave  to  say  so  much  in  the 
presence  of  this  mixed,  uncommon  audience,  I 
confess  I  am  no  friend  to  female  government,  un^ 
kns,  indeed,  it  be  that  which  reposes  on  gentleness, 
aad  modesty,  and  virtue,  and  remmine  grace  and 
datioacy ;  and  how  powerful  a  government  that  is, 
we  have  all  of  us,  as  I  suspect,  at  some  dme  or 
other,  experienced.-  But  if  the  ultra  republican  doe* 
troMs  which  have  now  been  broached  should  ever 
gnB  ground  among  us,  I  should  not  be  surprised  if 
tome  romantic  reformer,  treadin|;  in  the  footrtepe  of 
lAoL  Wolstonecraf^jiho^d  propose  to  repeal  our  re« 
noblicsn  law  eaUque,  and  daim  for  our  wives  and 
dnghters  a  fall  participation  in  political  power, 
aaii  to  add  to  it  that  domastie  power  which,  in 
some'&milies,  as  I  have  heard,  is  as  absokite  and 
tmrmAtieaa  as  any  power  can  be 

I  have  thus  far  allowed  the  honotaUe  gendemen 
to  avail  theaasdves  of  their  assumption  that  the 
Gonstitnlional  command  toguaaaaty  to  the  States 
a  repiWcaa  form  of  government,  gives  power  to 
coarce  those  States  in  the  adjustment  or  the  de- 
tafla  of  their  constitutions  upon  theoretical  speeu* 
latioitt*  But,  surely^  it  is  paasaa^  straa^  that  aof 
man,  who  thinks  at  all,  can  luew  this  salutary 
cooiinaiid  as  the  grant  of  a  power  so  monstiDus ; 
or  kok  at  it  in  any  other  light  than  as  a  protecting 
mandate  to  Oonsress  to  interpose  with  the  force 
and  authority  oi^the  Union  against  that  violence 
and  usurpation  by  which  a  member  of  it  might 
otherwise  be  oppressed  by  profligate  and  powenul 
individttais,  or  ambitious  and  unprincipled  factions. 

Ib  ft  word,  the  resort  to  this  portion  of  the  Cob« 


^tution  for  an  argument  in  fhvor  of  the  proposed 
restriction,  is  one  of  those  extravagances  (I  hope 
I  shall  not  o^nd  by  this  expression)  which  may 
excite  our  admiration,  but  cannot  call  for  a  very 
rigorous  refutation.  I  have  dealt  with  it  accord- 
ingly, and  have  now  done  with  it. 

We  are  next  invited  to  study  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  relates  to  toe  migration  or  im- 
portation, before  the  year  1808,  of  such  persons  as 
any  of  the  States  then  existinff  should  think  proper 
to  admit  It  runs  thus  "  The  migration  or  im- 
'  portation  of  such  penons  as  any  of  the  States 
^  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shedl 
^  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  tha 
'  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  bat 
'  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imiiiosed  on  ^oh  importe- 
'  tion  not  exoeedinfr  ten  dollars  for  each  person." 

It  is  said  that  tnis  clause  empowers  Congress, 
alter  the  year  1808^  to  prohibit  the  passage  of 
slaves  from  State  to  State,  and  the  word  **  imgra'^ 
tion"  is  relied  upon  for  that<piirpose. 

I  will  not  say  that  the  proof  of  the  existensa  of 
a  power  by  a  olavse  which,  as  far  as  it  goes  deniea 
iL  is  always  inadmissible ;  but  I  will  say  that  it  is 
ahra|^  feeble.  On  this  occasion,  it  is  singularly 
so.  The  power,  in  an  affirmative  shape,  cannot 
be  found  m  the  Constitution ;  or.  if  it  <»n,  it  is 
equivocal  and  unsatisfactory.  How  do  the  gen- 
demen  supply  this  defkiency  ?  By  thfe  aid  of  a 
negative  provbion  in  an.  arode  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, in  which  many  restrictions  are  inserted  #» 
abwidanii  canUelay  from  which  it  is  plainly  iinpossi* 
ble  to  infer  that  the  power  to  which  tney  apply 
would  otherwise  have  existed.  Thus — ^**Nq  mil 
of  attainder  or  ex  po9t  /ado  law  shall  be  pasMtl." 
Take  away  the  restriction,  could  Coajfress  pass  a  * 
bill  of  attainder,  the  trial  by  jury  in  crimiaal  casea 
being  expressly  secured  by  die  Constitution  ?  The 
inference,  thmfOre$  from  the  prohibition  in  ques- 
tion, whatever  may  be  its  meaning,  to  the  power 
which  it  is  supposed  to  restrain,  but  which  you  oan- 
not  lay  your  nncer  upon  with  any  pretensions  to 
certainty,  must  be  a  very  doubtful  one.  But  the 
import  of  the  prohibition  is  also  doubtfbk  as  tha 
gendenwn  themselves  admit  So  that  a  doubtfol 
power  is  to  be  made  certain  by  a  yet  more  doubt* 
ful  negative  upon  power — or  ca^kher,  a  doubtfbl  nag- 
ative,  where  tnere  is  no  evidence  of  corresponding 
affirmative,  is  to  make  out  the  affirmative  and  to 
justify  us  in  acting  upon  it,  in  a  matter  of  such  high 
momei^  that  jauUdlMbU  power  should  not  dare  to 
approach  it  if  the  negative  were  perfecdy  dear 
in  Its  import^  the  conolusioa  which  has  been  drawn 
from  it  would  be  rash,  because  it  might  have  pro*- 
eeeded,  as  some  of  the  negatives  in  whose  oom^ 
patty  it  is  found  evidently  did  proceed,  from  great 
anxiety  to  prevent  such  assumptions  of  authority 
as  are  now  attempted.  But.  vriien  it  is  conceded 
that  the  supposed  import  or  this  negative  (as  to 
the  term  mlffratiBm)  is  ambi^ous,  and  that  it  may 
have  been  used  in  a  very  different  sense  from  that 
which  is  imputed  to  it,  the  conclusion  acquires  a 
character  of  boldDess,  which,  however  some  may 
admire,  the  wise  and  reflecting  will  not  fail  to 
condemn. 

In  the  oonstnKtio&  of  this  cktuse,  the  first  ra-' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


415 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


416 


Senate. 


AdaUesum  of  Maine  and  MissauH. 


Fbbruast,  1880. 


mark  that  occurs  is,  that  the  word  miffratum  is  as- 
sociated with  the  word  importatum.  I  do  not  in- 
sist that  noseitwr  a  sociis  is  as  good  a  rule  in  matters 
of  interpretation  as  in  common  life  r  but  it  is,  nev- 
ertheless, of  considerable  weight  when  the  associ- 
ated words  are  not  qualified  by  any  phrases  that 
disturb  the  effect  of  their  fellowship ;  and  unless  it 
announces)  (as  in  this  case  it  does  not,)  by  specific 
phrases  combined  with. the  associated  term,  a  dif- 
ferent intention.  Moreover,  the  ordinary  unre- 
stricted import  of  the  word  migraium  is  what  I 
have  here  supposed.  A  removal  from  district  to 
district,  within  the  same  jurisdiction,  is  never  de- 
nominated a  migraiion  of  persoiis.  I  will  concede 
to  the  honorable  gentld][ien,  if  they  will  accept  the 
concession,  that  ants  may^  be  said  to  migrate  when 
they  go  from  one  ant^ull  to  another  at  no  great 
distance  from  it.  But  even  then  they  could  not  be 
said-  to  migrate,  if  each  ant-hill  was  their  home  in 
virtue  of  some  federal  compact  with  insects  like 
themselves.  But,  however  this  may  be,  it  should 
seem  to  be  certain  that  human  beings  do  not  mi- 
jfrate,  in  the  sense  of  the  Constitution,  simply  be- 
cause they  transplant  themselves  from  one  place,, to 
which  that  Constitution  extends,  to  another  which 
it  equally  covers. 

If  this  word  migration  applied  to  freemen,  and 
not  to  slaves,  it  wpuld  be  clear  that  removal  from 
State  to^tate  would  not  be  comprehended  within 
it  Why  theU)  if  you  choose  to  apply  it  to  slaves, 
does  it  take  another  meaning  as  to  the  place  from 
whence  they  are  to  come? 

Sir,  if  we  onee  depart  from  the  usual  accepta- 
tion of  this  term,  fortified  as  it  is  by  its  union  With 
another  in  which  there  is  nothing  in  this  respect 
equivocal,  will  gentlemen  please  to  intimate  the 
point  at  which  we  are  to  stop  ?  Mi^/ration  means, 
as  they  contend,  a  removal  from  State  to  State, 
within  the  pale  of  the  common  Government  Why 
not  a  removal,  also,  from  county  to  county  within 
a  particular  State — ^from  plantation  to  plantation — 
from  farm  to  farm— ^rom  hovel  to  hovel  ?  Why 
not  any  exertion  of  the  power  of  locomotion  ?  I 
protest  I  do  not  see,  if  tms  arbitrary  limitation  of 
the  natur^  sense  of  the  term  migration  be  warrant- 
able, that  a  person  to  whom  it  apjblies  may  not  be 
oompeUed  to  remain  immotable  all  the  days  of  his 
life  (which  could  not  wdl  be  many)  in  the  very 
spot,  literally  speaking,  in  which  it  was  his  good 
or  his  bad  fortune  to  m  born. 

Whatever  may  be  the  latitude  in  which  the 
word  "persons"  is  capable  of  being  received,  it  is 
not  demed  that  the  word  "  importation"  indicates 
a  bringing  in  from  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  the 
United  States.  The  two  termim  of  the  trnporta- 
UoUy  here  spoken  of^  are  a  foreign  country  and  the 
Anaerican  Union — the  first  the  terminus  a  quo,  the 
second  the  terminui  ad  quern.  The  word  miffraH9n 
stands  in  sinu>le  connexion  with  it,  and,  of  course, 
is  left  to  the  full  influence  of  that  connexion*  The 
natural  conclusion  is,  that  the  same  termini  belong 
to  each,  or,  in  other  words,  that  if  the  importation 
must  be  abroad^  so  also  must  be  the  migration — ^no 
other  termini  being  assigned  to  the  one  which  are 
not  manifestly  characteristic  of  the  other.  This 
conclusion  is  so  obvious,  that,  to  repel  it,  the  word 


migration  requires,  as  an  appendage,  explanatory 
phraseology,  giving  to  it  a  diiferent  neginning  from 
that  of  imparSxtion.  To  justify  the  conclusion  that 
it  was  intended  to  mean  a  removal  from  State  to 
State,  each  within  the  sphere  of  the  Constitution 
in  which  it  is  used,  the  addition  of  the  words  ftrom 
one  to  anoUier  State  in  this  Union,  were  indi^ensabie. 
By  the  omission  of  these  words,  the  word  "  migra- 
tion" is  compelled  to  take  every  sense  of  whicn  it 
is  fairly  susceptible  from  its  immediate  neighbor 
"  importation."  In  this  view  it  means  a  coming^ 
as  "  in^rtation"  means  a  bringing,  from  a  foreign 
jurisdiction  into  the  United  States.  That  it  is 
susceptible  of  this  meaning,  nobody  doubts.  I  ffo 
tother.  It  can  have  no  other  meaning  in  the 
place  in  which  it  is  found.  It  isibund  ifi  the  Con- 
stitution of  this  Union — ^which,  when  it  speaks  of 
migration  as  of  a  general  concern,  must  be  supposed 
to  have  in  view  a  migration  into  the  domain  which 
itself  embraces  as  a  General  Government. 

Migration,  then,  even  if  it  comprehends  slaves, 
does  not  mean  the  removal  of  th^  from  State  to 
^tate,  but  means  the  cominjs^  of  slaves  from  places 
beyond  their  limits  and  their  power.  And  if  this 
be  so,  the  gentlemen  gain  nothing  for  their  argo* 
ment  by  snowing  Ihat  ^ves  were  the  objects  of 
this  term. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island. 
(Mr.  BoRRiLL,)  whose  speech  was  distinguished 
lor  its  ability,  and  for  an  admirable  force  of  rea- 
soning, as  wdl  as  by  the  moderation  and  mildness 
of  its  spirit,  informed  us.  with  less  discretion  than 
in  general  he  exhibited,  tnat  the  word  "  migration" 
was  introduced  into  tnis  clause  at  the  instance  of 
some  of  the  Southern  States^  who  wished  by  its 
instrumentality  to  guard  against  a  prohibition  by 
Congress  of  the  passage  into  those  States  of  slaves 
from  other  States.  lie  has  givoi  us  no  authority 
for  this  supposition,  and  it  is,  therefore,  a  gratuitous 
one.  How  improbaUe  it  is,  a  moment's  reflection 
will  convince  him.  The  African  slave  trade  be- 
ing open  during  the  whole  of  the  time  to  which 
the  entire  clause  in  question  referred,  such  a  pur- 
pose could  scarcely  be  entertained ;  but  if  it  had 
been  entertained,  and  there  was  b^ieved  to  be  a 
necessity  for  securing  it,  by  a  restriction  upon  the 
power  of  Congress  to  interfere  with  it,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  they  who  deemed  it  important  would 
haye  contented  themselves  with  a  vague  restraint, 
which  was  calculated  to  operate  in  almost  any 
other  manner  than  that  which  they  desired  1  If 
fear  and  jealousy,  such  as  the  honorable  gentleotian 
has  described,  had  dictated  this  provision,  a  better 
term  than  ^at  of  ^  migration,"  simple  and  uw^oali- 
fied,  and  joined,  too,  with  the  word  ^  importatton," 
would  have  been  found  to  tranquilize  those  feus 
and  satbfy  that  jealousy.  Fear  and  jealousy  are 
watchful,  and  are,  rarely  seen  to  accept  a  security 
short  of  their  object,  and  less  rarely  to  shape  that 
security,  of  their  own  accord,  in  such  a  way  as  to 
make  it  no  security  at  all.  Th^  aiWays  seek  an 
explicit  guaranty ;  and  that  this  is  not  such  a  guar- 
anty this  debate  has  proved,  if  it  has  proved  noth- 
ingelse. 

Sir,  I  shall  not  be  understood,  by  what  I  have 
said,  to  admit  that  the  word  rndgratHm  lefiws  to 
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denes,  I  have  contended,  only,  that  if  it  did  refer 
to  slaves,  it  is,  in  this  clause  synonymous  withim- 
portaHcn  ;  and  that  it  cannot  mean  the  mere  pas- 
sage of  slaves,  with  or  without  ^eir  masters,  from 
one  State  in  the  Union  tb  another. 

But  I  now  deny  that  it  refers  to  slaves  at  all.  I 
am  not  for  any  man's  opinions  or  his  histories  upon 
this  subject.  I  am  not  accustomed  jvfrars  in  verba 
magishi,  I  shall  take  the  clause  as  I  find  it,  and 
do  my  best  to  interpret  it.    *        *        *        * 

[NoTs. — ^After  going  through  with  that  part  of  his 
n^ment  relating  to  this  clause  of  the  Conatitutiony 
which  it  is  impoaaible  to  restore  from  the  imperfect 
notes,  Mr.  Pinknej  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope 
that  (what  he  deemed)  the  perilous  principles  urged  by 
those  in  favor  of  the  restriction  upon  the  new  State 
would  be  disavowed  or  explained,  or  that,  at  all  events, 
the  application  of  them  to  the  subject  under  discussion 
would  not  be  preestd,  but  that  it  might  be  disposed  of 
in  m  manner  satisfactory  to  all  by  a  prospective  prohi* 
bition  of  slavery  in  the  territory  to  the  north  and  west 
of  Missouri.] 

When  Mr.  Pinkney  had  concluded,  the  subject 
E  postponed,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Otis. 


Wedsebday,  February  16. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  '!^K)m  was  referred  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  respecting  the  trade  and  intercourse  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  biU  for  the  better  regulation  of  the  trade  witn 
the  Indian  tribes;  and  the  report  and  bQl  were 
read,  and  the  biU  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  communicated  the  resolutioivs  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohich  agreein^f  to 
an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of.  the  United 
States^  proposed  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
confining  the  power  of  Congress  in  establishing 
any  bank  or  other  moneyed  institution  to  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey  gave  notice  that  toHoaorrow  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill  to  extend  the 
existing  charter  of  the  city  of  Washington  to  the 
end  of  the  present  session  of  Confess. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  14th  instant,  for  information  rela- 
tively to  the  securities  given  by  certain  ofilcers  of 
the  Qovemment,  together  with  certain  other  infor- 
mation as  may  tend  to  show  the  expediency  or  in- 
expediency 01  altering  the  laws  for  appointing  the 
same,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  further  to  suspend,  for  a 
Iknited  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  or  lands  for 
failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  readinfi;. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  tor  consideration ;  , 

Ruohedf  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing, 
by  law,  for  the  purchase  of  a  sufficient  number  of  fit 
vessels  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States 
in  the  Golf  of  Mexico,  and  to  prevent  smuggling  on 
the  coast  of  Louisiana. 

16th  CoN.  Ist  SE88.— 14 


The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  the  second  time. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Burrill  in  the  Chair,)  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Missouri  question. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  agaii^  rose  and  spoke 
more  than  one  hour  in  support  of  the  opinions 
which  he  had  previously  advanced  on  the  right 
and  expediency  of  restricting  Missouri  as  to  slavery, 
and  in  answer  to  the  gentlemen  who  had  replied 
to  his  previous  remarks. 

Mr.  LooAN,  of  Kentucky,  followed,  and  spoke  a 
short  timfe'  in  reply  to  Mr.  Kino. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  he  had  entertained  a  hope  that 
some  other  member  of  the  S«[iate  would  have  re- 
plied to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had 
just  sat  down.  But  this  debate  had  been  so  pro- 
tracted, he  could  find  no  gentl^oaan  disposed  to  do 
so ;  therefore,  he  would  do  it  himsdf,  rather  than  it 
should  go  unnoticed.  In  doing  so,  he  would  ex^ 
amine  his  arguments,  and  make  such  reply  as  they 
appeared  to  merit. 

The  gentleman  had  said:   "Why  not  admit 

*  Maine  ?  Nobody  objects  to  Maine.  You  held 
'  out  an  invitation  to  her,  and  the  people  would  ex- 
'  pect  It,  and  would  not  be  satisfied  if  you  rejected 

*  her." 

Mr.  President,  the  people  of  Massachusetts  are 
so  far  from  wishing  Maine  as  a  separate  State, 
when  the  question  was  submitted  to  them,  they 
voted  down  the  scheme,  and  said  the  State  of  Mas- 
sachusetts should  remain  entire.  But.  sir,  when- 
ever Missouri  applied  for  admission,  tne  Legisla- 
ture  of  that  State,  to  keep  up  what  tne  gentleman 
caUs  the  balance  of  pobtical  power,  immediately 
passed  a  law  to  authorize  the  division.  Preparatory 
to  such  a  measure,  the  gentleman  himself,  during 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  after  he  had  taken  a 
very  active  part  to  reject  Missouri,  brought  forward 
a  navigation  bill  for  the  accommodation  of  Maine, 
when  she  should  become  a  State ;  and  this  is  what 
he  is  pleased  to  call  holding  out  an  invitation. 
This  was  a  measure  adopted  to  keep  pace  in  poli- 
ticid  power,  if  Missouri  could  not  be  kept  out  This 
was  the  course  pursued  by  New  Yort  when  Ver- 
mont petitioned  to  become  a  geparate  State.  The 
application  of  Vermont  could  not  be  heard,  until 
Kentucky  petitioned  also,  and  then  New  YoA 
gave  her  consent  at  once ;  and  a  struggle  ensued 
which  should  be  admitted  first,  and  ^i^rmont  pre- 
vailed. 

The  discontent  of  the  people  was  still  kCT>t  up ;  he 
believed  we  were  never  to  hear  the  last  or  it.  The 
gentleman  had  reiterated  in  every  speech  he  had 
made  before  the  Senate.  If  the  people  were  let 
alone,  they  would  do  right.  But,  it  is  found  to  be 
expedient  to  keep  up  the  excitement  by  some  means, 
because  they  are  a  necessary  instrument  in  this 
business,  if  tney  can  be  brougnt  to  bear  on  it.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York,  and  the  Governor  of 
that  State,  who  had  taken  a  very  active  oyt-door 
share  in  tnis  question,  had  tried  on  this  occasion 
which  could  excite  the  people  the  most  One 
seemed  to  fear  the  other  should  outdo  hun.    The 
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people  of  that  State  were  first  goaded  on  to  hunt 
dowli  the  man  who  had  taken  so  distinguished  a 
part  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ;  it  was 
time  to  blot  this  from  his  escutcheon,  otherwise  he 
might  become  too  formidable.  This  was  to  take 
care  of  the  home  department ;  tnere  was  no  fur- 
ther use  for  him  now,  and  he  must  be  put  down. 
Their  artillery  is  nex4  turned  upon  the  South  and 
the  West,  and  the  pretext  is,  opposition  to  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery.  The  people  are  led  to  believe 
that  the  Southern  and  Western  States  are  endeav- 
oring to  open  afresh  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
the  North  and  East  were  to  be  swallowed  up  by 
Africans.  If  the  real  fact  had  been  stated,  that 
the  question  was  nothing  more  than  whether  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  who  now  livQd  in 
Missouri,,  and  owned  slaves,  should  be  at  liberty, 
to  keep  them  there,  or  whether  they  should  be  set 
free  over  their  masters'^  heads,  the  subject  would 
have  been  a  plain  one,  and  the  people  would  have 
reasoned  for  themselves.  Therefore,  it  is  necessary 
to  magnify  the  impending  evil,  or  the  people  would 
have  retained  their  senses,  and  this  farce  could  not 
have  been  keep  up. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  would  trace  this  excitement  of 
the  people  to  its  source.  It  originated  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  On  the  17th  of  November  last, 
Mr.  P.  A.  Jay  and  Co.  called  a  meeting  in  that 
city,  and,  by  some  ready-made  resolves,  which 
they. brought  in  their  pockets,  they  induced  the 
people  to  believe  that  Missouri,  in  applying,  as  all 
other  territories  had  done,  to  become  a  State,  had 
no  other  motive  for  doing  so  than  that  of  extending 
slavery.  This  committee  ,wrote  a  letter  to  the  gen- 
tleman whom  you  have  just  heard,  to  furnish  tnem 
with  bis  speeches  which  he  had  delivered  in  the 
Senate,  on  the  r^triction  of  slavery,  last  Winter. 
On  the  22d,  which  was  only  five  days  after  the  appli- 
cation, he  furnished  the  speeches.  It  is  certainly 
worthy  of  remark,  that  it  is  a  little  unusual  for  a  dig- 
nified Senator  of  tnis  body  to  publish  his  speeches  for 
the  purpose  of  popular  excitement.  These  speeches, 
and  a  letter  containing  not  more  than  twenty  lines, 
wrote  by  the  Honorable  John  Jay.  who  was  now 
in  his  dotage,  furnished  the  text-book,  which,  in 
the  hands  of  this  self-created  assembly,  commenced 
this  excitement.  These  text-books  were  published 
in  every  newspaper  throughout  the  Northern  and 
Eastern  States.  They  were  accompanied  bv  the 
most  violent  resolves  against  slavery  and  slave- 
holders, until  the  people  became  inflamed  as  far 
as  that  part  of  the  project  could  be  carried  on. 

TheU)  sir,  comes  your  cross-road  meetings  and 
your  tavern  meetings — ^your  town  meetings  and 
your  city  meetings.  These  were  called  wherever 
they  could  muster  animation  enough.  Add  to 
these  the  pamphlets  of  Marcus,  Raymond,  and  fifty 
other  scribblers,  sending  forth  theu:  venom.  The 
whole  of  this  group  poured  forth  their  abuse,  and 
leA  the  constitutionality  on  the  authority  of  the 
two  speeches  and  the  litue  letter.  These  speeches, 
the  little  letter,  the  cross-road  resolves,  and  the 
envenomed  pamphlets,  were  sent  on  the  wings  of 
the  wind  througnout  all  the  Northern  and  East- 
em  States ;  and  at  least  fiye  hundred  tin  wagons 
were  sent  with  them  to  the  South  and  West. 


This  is  a  literal  description  of  the  scene  which 
had  been  played  off.  With  all  this,  sir,  th^  gen- 
tleman would  seem  to  be  tremendously  afraid  of 
the  people. 

As  this  question  had  advanced  in  the  discussion, 
the  gentleman  had  advanced  in  the  extravagance 
of  his  positions.  He  had  laid  the  Constitution  out 
of  the  question,  and  trampled  it  under  foot,  in  his 
first  speech  of  the  session.  He  had  now  seemed 
to  douDt  his  laws  of  nature,  that  were  so  conclu- 
sive with  him  but  a  few  days  a^o.  He  had,  in  the 
speech  which  he  had  just  delivered^  gone  solely 
on  the  CTound  of  his  feelings,  political  conveni- 
ence, and  political  power,  intermingled  with  Illib- 
eral reproaches.  Our  country  must  be  in  awful 
peril,  and  our  Government  approximating  with 
rapidity  to  dissolution,  when  members  of  this  Sen- 
ate, who  have  taken  a  solemn  oath  to  defend  the 
Constitution,  before  they  were  permitted  to  take 
their  seats  here,  lav  aside  that  Constitution  to  give 
place  to  their  feeling,  to  this  political  conveni- 
ence, and  the  acquisition  of  political  power.  Are 
gentlemen,  in  legislating  iti  the  ordinary  way^  on 
a  familiar  subject,  to  get  round  the  Constitution, 
by  telling  you  what  they  wish  it  to  be,  instead  of 
tdlin^  you  what  it  is  ?  Is  this  defending  the  Con- 
stitution, within  the  oath  we  have  taken?  If 
your  Constitution  is  to  be  twisted  to  every  man's 

Eurpose,  it  will  be  mere  waste  paper,  except  in  the 
ands  of  designing  intri^ers,  who  Wish  to  mould 
the  Government  to  their  own  ambitious  views^ 
The  gentleman  has  said,  ^'  he  feels  himself  degrad- 
^  ed  m  the  Senate ;  that  he  is  not  upon  an  equal 
'  footing  with  gentlemen  from  a  slave-holdiog 
*  State^  He  represents  a  State  of  freemen  ;  they 
'  represent  a  state  of  freemen  and  slaves." 

Mr.  S.  said  this  declaration  of  the  gentleman 
could  receive  no  reply,  because  it  deserved  none 
but  such  as  would  not  be  tolerated  by  the  rules  of 
that  Senate.  The  gentleman  had,  with  the  same 
deliberate  composure,  told  the  Senate,  "  the  peo- 
'  pie  who  held  slaves  were  indolent  and  inactive. 
'  They  had  slaves  to  work  for  them ;  therefore, 
*■  they  would  not  work  for  themselves.  By  this 
'  means,  the  energies  of  the  Government  must  be- 

<  come  enfeebled  and  relaxed.    The  Northern  peo- 

<  pie  attended  to  their  own  busiiiess ;  they  were 
'  always  en^^aged  in  some  active  employment." 

Mr.  President,  b  this  a  language  for  a  gentleman 
to  utter  in  this  Hall,  in  his  Senatorial  character, 
who  ought  to  employ  all  the  faculties  of  his  mind, 
and  all  the  powers  of  his  eloquence,  to  appease 
every  ferment  that  should,  in  any  degree,  tend  to 
relax  the  bonds  of  this  Union?  Instead  of  this,  the 
gentleman  has  sought  every  opportunity  to  indulge 
all  the  fanciful  arguments  of  liis  imagination,  that 
could  lead  to  rouse  unfriendly  and  hostile  feelinss 
between  diiOferent  sections  of  the  nation.  But  the 
gentleman  is  under  an  egregious  mistake  in  his 
facts.  The  people  of  the  South  and  West  are  as 
much  in  the  habit  of  industry  as  any  people  in 
America.  There  are  few  persons  among  them, 
whether  they  own  slaves  or  not,  who  are  not  so. 
Where  he  got  his  information  he  did  not  relate, 
but  it  is  jmrobable  he  got  it  from  some  pamphlet 
writer.  The  gen  tleman  himself,  perhaps,  had  little 
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to  do  bat  to  attend  bank  meetings,  and  look,  now 
and  then,  into  the  management  of  his  bank  stock. 
This  comd  ffive  him  no  ^e^t  deal  to  boast  oi^  as 
respected  industrious  habits,  whaterer  other  habits 
it  miffht  inspire.    He  says,  "  these  j^ntlemen  who 

*  wish  to  extend  slavery  to  Missouri,  are  obliged  to 
^  be  constantly  on  the  watch  against  the  insurrec- 

*  tion  of  their  own  slaves.  They  Vere  alarmed  at 
'  the  toll  of  every  bell." 

This  was  as  unfounded  as  anv  position  he  had 
advanced.  We  had  nothing  to  tear,  sir,  if  unprin- 
cipled incendiaries  would  mind  their  own  business, 
ami  let  our  slaves  alone.  If  the  gentleman  pursued 
the  coarse  he  had  set  out  ob,  he  might  succeed  in 
prodacing  this  state  of  things  in  time;  but  he  ought 
to  be  amongst  the  last  to  tell  us  of  it,  as  he  had 
been  amongst  the  first  to  excite  it.  Almost  all  the 
gentlemen  who  had  opposed  the  admission  of  Mis- 
Bouri,  and  especially  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  had  urged,  with  much  zeal,  the  impolicy  of 
extending  slavery,  because  it  destroyed  your  mili- 
tary character.  He  says,  ^*if  you  tolerate  this  ex- 
'  tension  of  slavery,  you  must  dimin^h  your  white 
'  population  in  proportion,  and,  in  time  of  war, 
^  mkead  of  simplying  their  proportion  of  military 
^  strength,  the  n^  States  will  have  to  defend  your 
^  country,  and  int)tect  the  slaveholding  States  at 

*  the  same  time.^' 

Mr.  President,  all  the  resolutions  of  the  cross- 
road meetings^  and  of  the  town  meetings,  and  of 
tbe  primary  assemblies,  and  all  the  pamphlet  wri- 
Versy  from  Marcus  to  Mr.  PMladdphday  had  held 
the  same  language.  Sir,  durin^e  the  Revolutionary 
war,  the  people  of  the  slaveholding  States  fought 
year  principal  battles,  and  fouhd  no  inconvenience 
from  their  slaves;  their  slaves  were  useful,  and  par- 
ticipated with  their  masters,  in  many  respects,  in 
tbe  Dordens  of  the  war.  These  gentlemen  of  the 
Senate,  and  among  them  the  gentlemen  of  New 
York,  and  these  r^olvers,  and  the  pamphlet  wri- 
tefs.  had  all  been  silent  about  the  military  strength 
of  toe  nation,  whilst  we^ere  engaged  in  our  last 


As  a  test  of  the  military  stren^  furnished 
from  the  different  sections  of  the  Union,  it  would 
not  prove,  to  their  satisfaction,  the  correctness  of 
tiieir  position. 

Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  been  induced  to  forbear  any 
comparisons  of  the  military  services  rendered  by 
dte  difiGsrent  sections  of  the  Union  in  aid  of  that 
war,  because  he  had  desired  to  discuss  this  question 
upon  its  own  merits ;  but,  whenever  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  had  been  drove  from  one  ground, 
he  had  taken  another,  and  h0d  finally  taken  shelter 
tmder  this  military  protection.  To  drive  the  gen- 
tleman from  this  ground,  also,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
BOW  to  examine  who  fought  your  battles  during 
that  war. 

Among  the  non-slaveholding  States,  as  they  are 
pleMed  to  call  themselves,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
form  exceptions.  To  their  immortal  honor,  they 
coold  not  be  reduced.  With  these  exceptions, 
sir,  insteaul  of  the  free  States,  of  which  the  gen- 
tleman so  often  speaks,  furnishing  a  military  force 
Co  repel  the  enemy,  they  withdrew  themselves  en- 
tirely firom  the  contest,  and  afforded  you  neither 
Bor  money.     That  very  Mr.  Oakley,  who, 


to  augment  that  frenzy  already  racing  in  New 
York,  declared,  that  since  this  subject  had  been 
before  Congress,  that  slavery  did  not  exist  now  in 
the  United  States,  did,  at  tne  Summer  session  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirteen,  which  was  convened 
for  the  express  purpose  of  devising  means  for  rais- 
ing money  to  support  that  war,  declare,  in  his 
plac^  in  a  public  debate  in  Congress,  that  "he  did 
'  hope  no  Federalist,  who  had  loaned  money  to  the 
'  Government  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that 
*  war,  would  ever  recover  it  again." 

In  time  of -that  war,  sir,  a  revenue  of  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  was  raised,  by  a  tax  levied  by  your 
Government  on  these  slaves,  and  their  masters 
fought  Your  battles.  The  Southern  and  Western 
people,  oy  their  own  means,  and  with  their  own 
nands,  raised  their  fortifications  to  resist  the  public 
enemy.  These  very  slaveholders,  whom  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  tells  you  cannot  work,  by 
their  own  personal  labor  raised  you  works  for  pub> 
lie  defence  that  would  do  honor  to  any  nation. 
Where,  sir.  was  that  ^ntleman  at  work?  He  felt 
himseli  sate,  sir,  withm  the  public  works  in  New 
York.  That  State  had  found  means  of  obtaining 
from  this  Government  as  much  money  as  all  the 
rest  of  the  nation  had  done,  and  had  no  occasion 
to  work.  Where  were  your  rc^ar  armies  raised, 
sir?  ^^Xi  ^cy  were  raised  in  the  slaveholdinff 
States,  witn  the  exception  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio.  And  where  were  your  armies  employed? 
They  were  employed  on  the  frontier  of  New  i  ork, 
to  shield  it -from  tne  ravages  of  the  enemy;  and  in 
Canada,  to  protect  the  New  England  States.  Mr. 
S.  said,  there  were  five  companies  of  regular  sol- 
diers enlisted  in  his  own  neighborhood,  who  were 
marched  off  to  the  North,  where  all  your  regular 
armies  went,  with  very  little  exception;  and  these 
slaveholding  States,  as  that  gentleman  would  say, 
were  left  to  take  care  of  their  slaves,  and  to  fight 
the  enemy  themselves,  without  any  aid  from  the 
public  resources. 

While  a  ruthless  enemy  were  endeavoring  to 
sack  aiid  bum  every  town  and  city  belonging  to 
the  Southern  and  Western  States,  who  def^ded 
them?  They  were  defended  by  militia  raised 
amons;  themselves,  who  fought  and  brought  into 
complete  subjection,  not  only  the  numerous  Indian 
tribes  borderinc^  on  a  long  frontier,  that  were  so 
formidable  to  the  safety  oi  your  women  and  chil- 
dren, whilst  their  husbands  and  fathers  had  gone 
to  Sackett's  Harbor,  Plattsburg,  and  Canada,  to 

S've  safety  to  your  free  States.  Who  dislodged 
e  enemv  at  Pensacola?  A  force  raised  from  the 
States  wnich  the  gentleman  tells  you  are  alarmed 
at  every  bell  that  tolls.  Who  fou£^ht  the  battle  of 
the  eignth  of  January,  of  New  Orleans?  The  peo- 
ple from  these  same  States,  who  led  their  families 
and  plantations  at  a  minute's  warning — a  ra^^ 
militia — and  triumphed  over  the  invincibles  of  Eu- 
rope, in  a  manner  that  had  astonished  the  world. 

This  was  a  war,  sir,  to  raise  you  from  the  dust 
in  which  you  had  been  trampled  by  every  foreign 
nation  which  chose  to  set  its  foot  on  you.  Tms 
was  a  war  on  which  Heaven  itself  smiled.  It  re- 
stored to  you  a  just  character  amongst  nations. 
It  gave  you  an  elevation  which  fifty  years  of  peace, 
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in  the  humiliating  and  degraded  condition  in  which 
^e  gentleman's  free  States  wished  to  keep  you, 
could  not  have  done.  In  the  midst  of  this  war, 
when  the  slaveholding  States  supplied  your  regu^ 
lar  army  to  the  North,  and  an  efficient  militia  at 
home  obeyed  every  order  of  Government  with 
promptness  and  alacrity,  and  drove  the  enpmy 
£rom  your  borders,  what  was  the  military  front 
which  the  gentleman's  free  States  presented  Y  The 
Governors  of  these  free  States,  sir,  were  consulting 
the  Constitution,  to  ascertain  whether  they  were 
authorized  to  call  out  the  militia  by  it,  or  not;  and 
they  consulted  until  the  war  terminated,  and  their 
mibtary  strength  resulted  in  insult  to  the  rest  of 
the  Union.  These  free  States  were  trading  at 
their  ease,  under  British  license  and  British  pro- 
clamations. In  these  free  States  there  were  men 
of  unrivalled  patriotism,  who  never  lost  sight  of 
the  public  ^od ;  but  they  were  an  overwhelmed 
minority.  These  free  States,  and  their  adherents 
in  dieir  neighboring  States,  at  the  time  of  the 
greatest  pressure  of  that  war,  formed  a  project  to 
defeat  you,  if  the  enemy  could  not  They  called 
a  convention,  for  the  purpose,  as  they  say.  among 
other  things,  in  a  resolution  of  the  ^legislature  of 
Massachusetts —  ^ 

*<  More  effidctaally  to  secure  the  support  and  attach- 
ment of  all  the  people,  by  placing  all  upon  the  basis 
of  fair  representation." 

Sir,  whilst  the  slaveholdin^  States  were  doing 
honor  to  your  nation,  by  their  military  achieve- 
ments, these  free  States  were  devising  means  to 
subvert  your  rights,  and  take  from  you  your  rep- 
resentation, bv  the  very  means  which  are  now  m 
agitation.  This  legislative  resolution  can  refer  to 
nothing  else.  A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  the 
city  orNew  York  was  called  in  August,  1813,  at 
which  the  honorable  gentleman  ^r.  King)  and 
the  late  Chief  Justice  Jay  officiatea.  They  offered 
their  resolutions  expressive  of  the  strongest  disap- 
probation of  the  war,  and  predicting  its  unhappy 
issue.    They  declared — 

«That  the  question  of  peace  or  war  involves  all  that 
is  dear  or  valuable  on  this  side  the  grave ;  that  rep- 
resentatives be  chosen  in  the  several  counties,  discreet 
men,  the  friends  of  peace,  to  confer  with  each  other, 
and  co-operate  with  the  friends  of  peace  in  our  sister 
States,  in  devising  and  pursuing  such  Constitutional 
measures  as  may  secure  our  independence  and  pre- 
serve our  Union ;  both  of  which  are  endangered  by  the 
present  war." 

These  are  the  gentlemen  who  tell  you,  in  time 
of  war  they  must  not  only  defend  the  nation  against 
a  foreign  enemy,  but  protect  you  against  your  own 
slaves.  These  are  tne  gentlemen  who  tdl  you, 
when  it  becomes  necessary  for  your  internal  pro- 
fection,  they  will  send  you  hdp.  From  such  help 
may  we  be  kindlv  protected !  There  is  no  help  so 
remote  as  that  wnich  is  determined  never  to  come 
to  your  relief. 

Mr.  S.  said  he  had  made  these  remarks,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  show  that  Missouri  was,  by 
the  Constitution,  entitled  to  her  admission,  as  to 
demonstrate  the  futility  of  the  arguments  of  the 
gentleman,  which  had  not  even  a  reference  to  tilie 
Constitution,  he  having  laid  that  aside.    The  facts 


as  respected  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  for  calling  a  convention  of  the  New 
England  States,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  New 
York  meeting,  to  i)rocure  a  peace  representation  in 
the  midst  of  a  glorious  war,  ne  derived  them  from 
thejpublication  of  a  member  of  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, published  a  few  days  ago,  in  the  National 
Intelligencer,  for  the  examination  of  the  piublic. 

Mr.  Llotu  likewise  spoke  a  short  time  in  re|^y 
to  Mr.  King. 

Mr.  King,  of  New;  York,  Mr.  Pinkney,  Mr. 
BARBOtJR,  and  Mr.  Mi:llen,  respectirely  added  a 
few  remarks;  when  the  question  was  taken  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Ja- 
diciary  Committee,  (to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri Dills  in  one  bill,)  and  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive, by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows :  j 

Fw  uniting  the  hilU — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown, 
Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, J<^nson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Pinkney,  Pleaaiinti^  Smith, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee— 23. 

Against  uniting  the  AtV/s-^Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana, 
Dickenion,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
man,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Horril,  Noble,  Otis,  Primer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Trim* 
ble.  Van  Djke,  and  Wilson— 21. 

Mr.  Thomas,  of  Illinois,  then  offered  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the  bill,  prc^posing, 
in  substance,  to  prohibit  slavery  in  all  the  toritory 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  north  of  thirty-six  and  a 
half  d^^rees  of  north  latitude,  excepting  within 
the  limits  of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 

Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  thirty-^ix  and  a  half 
degrees,  and  inserting,  as  the  line  north  of  which 
davery  should  hereaiter  be  excluded,  the  for^eth 
desgree  of  north  latitude. 

The  motion  waa  supported  by  the  mcfver,  and 
opposed  by  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Uimois ;  and  ansr  a 
short  discussion,  the  motion  was  negaUved— ^tk^ree 
or  four  only  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Baton  then  offered,  as  a  substitute  to  Mr. 
Thomas's  amendment,  a  section  prescribing  tlie 
same  limits  beyond  which  slavery  shall  not  be  al- 
lowed, but  made  aj^cable  to  the  same,  only 
"  while  said  portion  of  country  remains  a  Teen* 
tory."  A  substitute  for  the  amendment  not  being 
in  order,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr* 
Baton  withdrew  nis  proposition. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  ^aio,  next  proposed  to  amend 
Mr.  Thomas's  amendment,  substantially,  by  mak« 
ing  it  to  apply  to  all  the  country  west  of  the  Mi9- 
si^ppi,  exc^t  80  much  as  is  comprehended  within 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  the  proposed  State  of 
Missouri. — ^Rejected. 

After  considerable  discussion,  Ibut  before  tbe 
question  was  put  6n  the  amendment  of  Bir. 
Thomas,  the  subject  was  postponed  until  toHDor- 
row ;  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 

Thursday,  Febi^iary  17. 
A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  (hat  the  House  have  passed 
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&  lull  entitled  "  An  act  to  continae  in  force  for  a 
further  time  the  act  entitled  '  An  act  for  establish- 
ing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,'"  in 
which  hill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate 

The  said  hill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  seccmd 
reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanposd.  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  wb!om  was  referrea  the  memorial  of  a 
number  of  merchants  and  other^  of  Philadelphia, 
and  also  the  memorial  of  James  w  ood  and  others, 
merchants,  of  Philadelphia,  respecting  sales  at  auc- 
tion, were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  they  were  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Maniitfac- 
tures,  to  c(msider  and  report  thereon. 

The  PRBBIPENT  communicated  the  memorial  of 
Qavdry  and  Dufaure,  merchants,  of  Sarannah, 
stating  that  they  are  indebted  to  the  United  States 
on  bcmds,  for  duties  on  Madeira  wine  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  pra3ring  that  said  bonds  may 
be  caji4BeUM;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Prmidbnt  also  communicated  the  memo- 
rial of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee, 
judges  of  the  orphaiis'  courts  in  the  District  of 
Comiabia,  complaining  of  the  preMnt  organiza- 
tion and  condition  of  the  said  courts,  and  i»aying 
the  tame  may  be  amended ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Jdr.  Roberts  presented  three  memorials^ signed 
by  a  number  of  the  merchants  and  citizens  of  Phil- 
aaelphia,  on  the  subject  of  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
tion; and  the  memorials  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  C<Mnmittee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Yab  Dtkb,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Theron  Free- 
man, made  a  rqport,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  on^ht  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBBRTB,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Mc- 
Neil, of  Louisiana,  made  a  report,  accompaiiied  by 
m  resohitiott,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  NoBLB  presented  the  petition  of  Richard 
Bntkr  and  others,  praying  pensioBs:  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciarfLto  whom  was  referred  the  petiti<nk  of  Rich- 
ard ty^iUcox,  praying  for  a  law  to  secure  to  him 
the  exdusiTe  benefit  of  the  invention  of  a  portlible 
rotary  oven,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard 
WiQcox ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  NoBLB  communicated  a  resolution  of  the 
State  of  Indiana  for  a  continuation  of  the  national 
road  from  Wheding,  in  Virginia,  to  St.  pharles, 
on  the  Missouri  river ;  and  the  resolution  was  read, 
and  referred  to  die  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  commissionto 


api>ointed  to  examine  and  assess  the  damages  oc- 
casioned by  the  troops  of  the  United  States  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans  by  the 
quartermaster  general  of  the  seventh  military  dis- 
trict, in  obedience  to  a  general  order  of  Major 
G^eral  Jackson,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

The  hill  further  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands  for  failure  in  com- 
pleting the  payment  thereon,  was  read  the  second 
time. . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  protecting  the 
conmierce  of  the  United  States  in  the  GuB*  of 
Mexico,  and  to  prevent  smuggling  on  the  coast  of 
Louisiana,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rderred  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others ; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conoidoration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Martha  Youngs  and  others ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resdved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  the  Stale 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Mbllen,  the  further  consideration  thereot  was 
postiMMi^  until  Wednesday  next. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  conaderation  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Christopher  Fowler ;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  makiBg  fyt- 
ther  provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands ;  and  the 
further  ccmsideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
niade  the  order  of  the  day  for,  Mcmday  n^Et 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
unifoim  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for.  Monday  next 

Mr.  HoRSBT  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  (he  City 
of  Washington ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
THE  NEW  STATES'  BILL 

The  following  amendment,  offered  by  Mr. 
Thomas,  and  pending  when  the  Senate  a^joturned 
yesterday,  being  still  under  consideration : 

*'Jndbe  it  fitrihtr  enacted.  That  th«  siztk  articla 
of  oompaet  of  the  ordinance  of  Congrew,  passed  on 
tho  thineenth  day  of  July,  one  thoosand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-seven,  for  the  goTemment  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  SUtes  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
•hall,  to  all  intents  and  parpotes  be.  and  hereby  is» 
deemed  and  held  applicable  to,  and  shall  have  fUl 
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force  and  effect  in  and  over,  all  that  tract  of  country 
cedid  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the  name 
of  Louiaiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting  only  such 
part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  limits  of  the 
Btate  contemplated  by  this  act" 

Mr.  Thomas  withdrew  this  amendment,  and 
offered  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

"And  be  itfurther  enaeied.  That,  in  all  that  territo- 
ry ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  Louisiana}  whieh  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting 
only  such  part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  limits 
of  die  State  contemplated  bv  this  act,  slavery  and  in- 
voluntary servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be  and  is  hereby  forever  prohibited :  Pro- 
vided, alvxsy$t  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as 
aforesaid." 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  amend  said  proposed 
amendment,  by  striking  out  after  the  wora  "  that," 
in  the  first  line^  the  following:  '^ territory  ceded 
'  bv  France  to  tne  United  States,  under  the  name 
'  or  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
^  ^rees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  except^ 
^  ing  only  such  part  thei^eof  as  is  included  within 

*  the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated  hj  this  act ;" 
and  insertiilg  in  lieu  thereof  the  following :  '^  All 
'  that  part  pf  Louisiana  (as  ceded  by  France  to 

*  the  United  States)  which'  lies  west  of  the  Mis^ 

*  sissippi  river,  except  that  part  which  is  contained 

*  in  tne  State  of  Louisiana,  and  except  that  part 

*  of  the  territory  which  lies  north  of  the  State  of 
'  Louisiana,  and  east  of  the  seventeenth  or  ninety- 

*  fourth  degree  of  west  longitude,  agreeably  to 

*  Melish's  map,  and  south  of  the  line  which  may 
<  be  establishcMl  for  the  northern  boundary  for  the 
'  proposed  State  of  Missouri ;"  (in  substance,  to 
exclude  slavery  from  the  whole  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi,  except  in  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
and  Missouri.) 

This  motion  was,  after  somie  discussion,  decided 
in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

For  Mr.  THmbU*»  amendfieni — Messrs.  Burrill, 
Dana,  Dickerson,  Horsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford  Tichcnor,  Trimble, 
Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 20. 

Against  it — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliot, 
Edwards,  Oaillard,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan, 
Macon,  Noble,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams .  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee — 24. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  Mr.  Tbomab's 
amendment,  which  is  in  the  following  words: 

"  And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That  in  all  that  terri- 
tory ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  under  the 
name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  de- 
grees and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  excepting  only 
•uch  part  thereof  as  is  included  within  the  limits  of 


the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery  and  invol- 
untary s^rritude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punbhment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed, shall  be  and  b  hereby  forever  prohibited  :  Pro* 
vided  always,  That  any  person  escaping  into  the  fame, 
from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  an  j 
State  or  Territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive 
may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid." 

On  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  the  question 
was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

For  the  amendment — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Danay 
Dickerson,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman.  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott;  Pinkney^ 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Stokes  Thomas,  Tiehanor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of 
Tenneasee,  and  Wilson— 84. 

Against  the  amendment — Messrs.  Barbour,  EHiot, 
Gaillard,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 10. 

Mr.  Trimble  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so 
as  to  brinfi^  the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
about  haO*  a  degree  south  of  the  line  proposed ; 
with  the  view,  as  he  stated,  substantially,  to  give 
to  th^  State  which  shall  hereafter  be  formed  nbrdi 
of  the  Missouri,  a  share  of  the  fine  valley  of  the 
Des  Moines,  of  which  he  snoke  from  personal 
knowledge,  particularly  as  the  Missouri  State  will 
possess  both  sides  of  the  Missouri  river,  which 
runs  neariy  through  its  middle,  from  its  east  to  iur 
western  boundary. 

This  motion  was  negatived;  and,  after  some 
other  amendnoents  necessary  to  make  the  parts  of 
the  bill  <x)nform  to  each  other,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  and  deciaed  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

Tbas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Baton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucl^, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd, 
Logan,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Stokes,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee — 24. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Maoon,  MeUea,  Morril, 
Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  RoberU,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Wilson— 20. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time  to-morrow.  . 


Friday,  February  18. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Senate  was  referred^  on  the  16th  of  Febru- 
ary last,  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Krittman ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  following  motion  lor 
consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  - 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  post  route  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  leading  from  Waldoborough,  through  Vomn, 
Hope,  Searsmottt,  and  Belmont,  to  Belfast. 
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Mr.  Elliot  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
ShfJl  man,  merchant  of  Savannah  in  Georgia,  stat- 
ing that  ne  is  indebted  to  the  United  States  on 
bonds,  for  duties  on  merchandise  which  was  con- 
sumed by  fire,  and  praying  to  be  released  from  the 
•payment  thereof;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
rmrred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Susan  Berzat,  an  inhabitant  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  widow  and  relict  of  Gabriel  Berzat, 
deceased,  praying  the  confirmation  of  the  title  to  a 
certain  tract  of  uind,  improved  and  cultivated  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  her  deceased  husband ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
<»i  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  a  num- 
ber-of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  duties  on  sales  at  auction ;  and  the 
memonal  was  read,  and  referred  to  th^  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Smith,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Robert  Young  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  jud|B[es 
of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
were  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
Sarah  Smith,  of  St.  Stephen's,  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama,.  praying  for  remission  of  certain  penalties 
and  forfeitures  to  which  her  late  husband's  estate 
may  be  subject,  in  regard  to  his  official  conduct  as 
receiver  of  public  moneys  east  of  Pearl  river  j  and 
the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of  trade  with 
the  Indian  tribes  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bUl  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Willcox  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  btU  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee 
oi  GJaims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Wood ;  and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  the  same  committee,  furtuer  to  consider 
and  report  thereon. 

Mr.RuRRiLL  gave  notice  that,  at  the  next  sit- 
ting of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Inli  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States ;  and  al^o  a  bill  more  efiectually  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  late 
campaign  a^nst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
forther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Tuesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  m  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
.  oi  the  legal  representatives  of  John  O'Connor,  de- 
ceased ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Tne  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  admission  of 


the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union"  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  the  blanks  were  filled,  and 
the  bill  passed  with  amendments.  The  title  being 
amended,  so  as  to  read  "An  act  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and  to  ena- 
ble the  people  of  the  Missouri  Territory  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union,  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  and  to  pro- 
hibit slavery  in  certain  Territories." 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz  and  others ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday next. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MoNOAY,  February  21. 

Mr.  Sanpobd  presepted  the  petition  of  Thomas 
Ludlow  Ogden,  of  the  city  of  iVew  York,  on  behalf 
of  hiAiself  and  others,  owners  of  certain  real  estate 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
which,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
was  used  for  public  purposes,  praying  compensa- 
tion and  indemnity  therefor ;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  refen'ed  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Groetz 
and  Westphal,  praying  further  remuneration  for 
one  thousand  and  nineteen  stands  of  arms  fur- 
nished by  them  under  contract ;  and  the  petition 
was  reaa,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  system  of 
the  United  States;  and.  also,  a  bill  more  efifect- 
ually  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  for  other 
purposes;  and  the  bills  were  respectivdy  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
register  and  receiver  of  the  land  office  at  Shawnee- 
town,  prayinff  an  increase  of  compensation ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
ffblature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
location  of  certain  sections  of  land  for  the  use  of 
schools,  which  have  been  previously  disposed  of; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Alexan- 
der McCormick,  of  the  city  of  Washington,  pray- 
ing indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  his  property  by  the  invadin|^  enemy  in 
August,  1814,  as  stated  in  the  petition;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Stokes  communicated  attested  copies  of 
two  acts  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  entitled  "An  act  for  removing  logs, 
^  shoals,  and  other  impediments,  in  Tar  river,  be- 

*  low  the  town  of  Washington,  in  the  county  of 

*  Beaufort,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and,  "An  act 

*  to  amend  an  act,  passed  in  the  year  1816,  entitled 

*  *  An  act  for  removing  logs,  shoals,  and  other  im- 
«  pediments,  in  the  Tar  river,  below  the  town  of 
<  Washington,  in  the  county  of  Beaufort,  and  for 
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^  (Ahet  purposes,"  and  requesting  the  cooseut  of 
the  Congress  thereto;  and  the  acts  were  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committ^on  Commerce  and  Man- 
vftictures. 

Mr.  Elliot  comnuinicated  an  attested  copy  of 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia, 
entitled  *^An  act  to  ffrant  certain  powers  to  the 
'  commissioners  of  pilotage  for  the  port  of  Darieo, 

*  and  to  authorize  them  to  collect  tonnage  duty  on 

*  vessels,"  and  requesting  the  consent  of  Congress 
thereto;  and  the  act  was  read,  and  xeferred  to  the 
same  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee^  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afiairs,  to  wnom  Was  referred 
the  petition  of  Edward  Baker,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  an  improvement  in  gun-locks,  made  a  re- 
I>ort,  accompanied  hy  a  resolution  that  the  ^peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  for 
a  further  time  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  estab- 
lidhing  trading-houses  with  the  Indian  tribes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs.   • 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
pcMTt  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
Tefemd  the  petition  of  Noah  Brown  and  others ; 
afid,  in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  there- 
port  of  the  CcHumitte  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Samuel  Hooker^  iCnd.  on 
fiEtotion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  re-committea  to 
the  same  committee,  further  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
iderred  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  18th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
in(iuire  into  the  expediency  of  establishioff  a  cer- 
tain post  road  in  the  District  of  Maine,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  furth- 
er provision, for  the  sale  of  public  lands;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  John  O'Connor, 
deceased ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
theiceto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Pabsid^nt  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  7th  instant,  the  petiticm  of  Jacob  Barker,  of 
the  city  of  New  York ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Sanpobp,  the  said  petition, 
together  with  tne  rm>rt  thereon,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 


the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Richard  Wiilcox ;  and  the  further  constderatkm 
thereof  was  po^poned  until  Friday  next 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana^  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rufus  Easton,  for  himself  and  heiis  of 
James  Bruff,  praying  the  confinmttion  of  thcip 
title  to  a  certain  tract  of  Umd,  as  stated  in  the  pe- 
tition^ which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Marc 
Marie  Duplat,  made  a  report,  acoom))anied  by  a 
resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ou^ht 
not  to  be  panted ;  and  that  the  petiticmer  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumad,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of ,  the  bill  furdier  to  ex- 
tend the  charter  of  the  City  of  Washington ;  and  the 
same  having  be^i  amended,  il^was  resorted  to  the 
House  accordingly,,  and  the  amendment  bdnc 
concurred  in,  thebdl  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resohedf  That  ^e  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  extending  to  the  President  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore^  and  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  oi  Repre- 
aentatives,  for  the  time  being,  the  prinUge  of  franking 
as  at  present  by  law  enjoyed  by  the  Vice  IVesidont  of 
the  United  Sutee. 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 

Mr.  SANroan.  from  the  Committee  on  Finance^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Andrew  Low, 
Robert  Isaac,  and  James  McHenry ;  the  petition 
of  John  Tanner  j  the  petition  of  J.  £.  White  & 
Co. ;  the  petition  of  Gftudry  and  Dufaure ;  and 
the  petition  of  John  Shillman,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution  that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  grant  relief  to  the  petitioners.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

The  Committee  of  Finance  have  coneidered  the 

Stition  of  Andrew  Low,  Robert  laaae,  and  Jamee 
eHenry  :  the  petition  of  John  Tanner ;  the  petition 
of  J.  B.  White  dc  Co. ;  the  petition  of  Oaadiy  and 
Dnfanre ;  and  the  petition  oi  John  ShtUman :  and 
they  submit  to  the  Senate  their  report  upon  aU  theae 


All  the  petitiojDers  are  merchants  of  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, in  Geoi:fia.  On  the  tlth  of  last  moaih,  a 
great  part  of  that  city  was  destroyed  by  fire ;  the  peti- 
tionera  were  owners  of  large  quantities  of  imported 
merchandise,  which  was  consumed  by  fire  upon  that 
occasion. 

The  three  petitioners  first  named,  composing  the 
firm  of  Andrew  Low  6c  Co.,  lost  by  the  fire  imported 
goods  amounting  in  value  to  more  than  #160,600. 
Some  part  of  these  good*,  or  some  part  of  their  valoe, 
was  inanred  againat  fire,  but  the  valuation  of  #160,000 
excludes  any  sum  insured,  and  appears  to  be  an  a0> 
tual  lose  sustained  by  these  petitioners.  Of  the  dotiea 
on  these  goods,  more  than  #14,000  have  been  paid 
into  the  Treasury,  and  the  balance  of  those  dntiei* 
amounting  to  #30,7S8  64,  remains  unpaid. 

The  petitioner  John  Tanner  owes  to  the  United 
Sut^  #4,010  14  for  duties  on  goods  imported.    He 
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lost  goods  of  tlie  ▼aloo  of  $40,000 ;  and  of  hU  «tock 
of  fooda  noUuDg  more  was  saved  from  the  fire  than 
an  amount  of  $1,000  or  $1,500.  He  states  that  his 
goods  were  deposited  in  stores  which  were  considered 
fire-pivof;  that  therefore  no  insurance  was  made  upon 
them ;  and  that  bj  this  calamitj  he  is  rendered  una- 
ble to  pay  his  debts. 

The  petitioners  J.  E.  White  &  Co.,  who  are  not 
named  otherwise  than  by  this  compendious  descrip- 
tion, lost  the  whole  of  their  stock  in  trade,  consisting 
of  foreign  merchandise.  They  are  indebted  to  the 
United  States  in  the  sum  of  about  $30,000,  for  duties 
which  accrned  upon  a  part  of  their  merchandise  which 
had  been  destrc^ed  by  fire.  They  state  that,  they 
placed  eonfidenee  in  the  security  of  a  building  believ- 
ed to  be  fire-proof;  that  insunBce  was  deemed  nmie- 
cesiaiy ;  and  that,  from  a  succession  of  losses^  whidi 
they  could  not  foresee  or  control,  they  are  rendered 
unable  to  paj  their  debts. 

The  petitioners  Gaudry  and  Dufaure  lost  a  quantity 
of  Maddra  wine  which  they  had  imported.  The  du- 
ties on  this  "wine  are  $347,  and^they  are  still  unpaid. 

The  petitioner  John  Shillman  lost  certain  crocaery, 
glass,  and  earthenwares,  which  he  had  imported.  The 
duties  on  these  articles,  amqnnting  to  $2,183  90,  are 
yet  unpaid. 

It  is  stated  that  some  of  the  petitioners  have  paid 
large  sums  to  the  United  States  for  duties  on  imports, 
and  that  their  former  debts  for  duties  have  been  punc- 
tually paid. 

The  petitioners  Andrew  Low  dc  Co.  pray  that  the 
duties  remaining  ui)paid  upon  their  goods  which  have 
been  destroyed  may  be  remitted  ;  and  that  they  may 
be  authorized  to  import,  without  duty,  an  amount  of 
gtMds  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  their  goods  which 
have  been  destroyed,  and  were  not  insured;  and  upon 
which  the  duties  have  been  paid  into  the  Treasury. 

The  petitioners  John  Tanner,  J.  £.  White  6c  Co., 
6Muhy  A  Du&ore,  and  John  Shillman,  pray  that  the 
dotfes  far  whieh  they  are  respectively  indebted  mi^ 
be  ramitted. 

Hue  Govemmant  has,  in  geseralt  refused  to  afford 
relief  in  such  cases.  Like  cases  have  frequently  oc- 
curred ;  similar  application!  have  been  oAen  maoe ; 
•ad  relief  has  always  been  refused,  except  in  a  very 
few  instances. 

In  the  case  of  a  fire  at  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  and  in 
the  two  cases  of  fire  at  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hamp- 
shire the  credit  for  unpaid  duties  upon  imported  mer« 
chandise,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  those  fires,  was 
prolonged  for  one  year.  The  relief  was  given  by  laws 
of  die  10th  February,  1803,  the  19th  March,  1804,  and 
the  10th  February,  1807. 

By  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  0th  of  May,  1794,  the 
duties  on  eleven  hogsheads  of  coffee,  which  had  been 
destroyed  by  fire  at  Baltimore,  were  remitted. 

By  an  act  of  the  7th  of  June,  1794,  the  internal 
diuties  on  certain  distiHed  spirits,  which  had  been  de- 
Btieyed  by  fire  at  Middlebury,  in  Vermont,  were  re- 


In  January,  1801,  certain  teas  were  destroyed  by 
nie  at  PfOviJence,  in  Rhode  Island.    Those  teas  had 


depaaited  under  the  care  of  the  ofiSoers  of  the 
customs,  in  order  to  secure  the  payment  of  the  duties. 
By  an  act  of  the  dd  of  March,  1801,  the  duties  on 
tlioae  teae  were  remitted. 

These  are  the  only  instances,  known  to  the  com* 
nuttee,  in  which  any  relief  whatever  has  been  a£(brded 
by  the  Government  to  sufferers  by  fire. 


The  teas  destroyed  at  Providence  were  in  a  pee»- 
liar  situation.  They  were  in  the  custody  of  the  Gov>- 
.  emment,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  payment  of 
the  duties. .  Though  the  duties  were  a  debt  from  the 
importer,  and  the  teas  were  held  at  a  risk,  yet,  as  the 
merchandise  was  deposited  in  the  warehouse  by  the 
Government  itself,  and  was  held  there  as  the  principal 
security  for  the  duties,  it  seems  to  have  been  thought  fit 
to  release  the  importer  from  his  personal  responsibility, 
when  the  chief  subject  upon  which  the  Government 
relied  for  payment  had  been  destroyed. 

It  the  relief  granted  in  these  several  instances  was 
proper,  the  like  relief  should  be  granted  in  all  similar 
dases  ;  but  it  is  certain  that,  in  numerous  cases,  ex- 
actly similar,  all  relief  has  been  refused.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  this  Government  cannot  a»>rd 
relief  in  such  cases,  upon  any  principles  which  ai« 
susceptible  of  general  and  impartial  application. 

The  case  of  Joshua  NeviU  receiyed  the  decision  of 
the  Senate  on  the  6th  o(  the  last  month.  In  that  ease 
a  mechanic  of  Charleston,  in  South  Carolina,  lost,  in 
a  general  conflagration,  the  tools  of  his  trade,  which 
he  had  imported,  and  upon  which  the  duties  remained 
unpaid.  It  was  a  case  of  the  strongest  merit,  in  every 
view  which  can  recommend  such  an  application  from 
a  sufieriag  citizen.  But  relief  was  refosed,  for  public 
reasons,  which  appeared  in  the  report  of  this  commit- 
tee made  in  that  case. 

It  cannot  be  supposed  that  there  is  any  obligation 
upon  this  Government  to  afiR>rd  relief  to  those  sufler- 
ers.  Imported  goods,  like  others,  are,  in  siluatioBs, 
at  the  n$k4>f  their  owners;  whether  the  goods  of  a 
citizen  ara  lost  in  a  foreign  country,  or  in  their  passage 
to  this  couBtiy,  or  afler  their  arrival  here;  and  whe- 
ther they  are  consumed  by  fire,  or  destroyed  or  dimin- 
ished in  value  bv  any  other  casualty,  the  Government 
is  under  no  obligation  to  indenmiiy  the  owner.  liie 
citizen  is  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property. 
His  enjoyment  and  dominion  are  exercised  by  the  fne 
disposition  which  he  makes  of  his  goods,  acoDrding 
to  bis  pleasure.  All  liis  goods  are,  at  all  times,  ex- 
poeed  to  perils  which  may  destroy  their  existence  or 
impair  their  value  ;  but  the  Government  is  not  a  party 
to  the  private  dispositions  of  the  owaer»  and  it  bears 
no  riiare  of  his  htt^rds.  Nor  is  it  otherwise  in  the 
ease  of  goods  subject  to  duty.  During  the  short  period 
in  wfaid^  imported  goads  are  in  the  possession  of  the 
Government,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  duties, 
they  are  held  at  the  hazard  of  the  owner.  Our  laws 
have  cautiously  provided  that  even  while  the  posses- 
sion and  control  of  the  owner  are  suspended,  and  the 
goods  are  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  public  ofiioeiv, 
Uie  riaks  which  attend  them  shall  belong  to  the  owner, 
and  not  to  the  public  But  when  the  duties  are  paid 
or  seaured,  the  goods  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  owner; 
he  receivea  them  augmented  in  vahie  by  the  amonnt  of 
the  duties ;  ha  holds  them  as  he  holds  any  other  goods ; 
and  whether  they  are  lost  by  accident,  or  soU  with 
profit,  the  loss  or  the  gain  belongs  to  him  alone.  The 
ocenpatien  of  the  merchant  is  exposed  to  great  faaaatda^ 
whi^  are  all  his  own.  Is  he  successful  in  his  ceai- 
narce,  he  alone  reaps  the  benefit  of  his  iadostry,  his 
sagacity,  and  hw  hazards.  Is  he  fortunate,  either  1^ 
his  own  errors,  or  tpr  accidents,  the  Gevemment  is 
not  lus  partner,  and  it  never  insured  him  against  the 
enors  or  ike  hasards  of  his  own  enterprise.  Tha  pub- 
lic is  never  invited  to  partake  of  his  profits.  Is  it  moie 
reasonable  that  the  public  should  participate  his  losses  ? 
The  importer,  indeed,  pays  the  duties  in  the  first  in- 
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fUnce,  as  h«  also  pays  the  foreign  pried  of  the  goods, 
the  fr^ht,  the  prenHum  of  marine  insurance,  and  all 
other  charges  which  may  be  incurred  in  bringing  the 
goods  into  the  domestic  market.  These  component 
parts  of  the  domestic  ▼slue  fall  not  upon  him,  unless 
he  is  the  consumer  as  well  as-  the  inaporter.  They  are 
mil  reimbursed  to  him  when  he  sells.'  He  may,  indeed, 
sometimes  receive  less  than  he  has  paid,  or  he  may 
sometimes  receive  much  more,  as  the  goods,  in  par- 
ticular cas^  of  great  fluctuations,  may  cither  fall  or 
rise  greatly  in  value.  But,  in  the  general  course  of 
things,  the  importer  receives  all  the  sums  which  he 
has  paid,  with  profit  to  himself,  upon  the  whole. 
When  he  incurs  or  pays  a  debt  for  duties,  he  has  no 
higher  merit  than  when  he  incurs  or  discharges  any 
other  debt  The  circumstance  that  goods  have  been 
charged  with  duties  imposes  no  obligation  whatever 
tipon  the  (jk>vernment  to  relieve  the  owner  of  the 
goods  from  any  loss  which  he  msy  sustain. 

But  though  there  is  no  obligation  to  remit  or  miti- 
gate the  duties,  is  it  not  fit  that  these  sufferers  should 
receive  from  the  Government  some  charitable  dona- 
tion, or  some  act  of  grace  in  consideration  of  this  great 
calamity  ?  This  idea  appears  to  be  inadmissible.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  cannot  justifiably 
make  charitable  donations  from  the  national  treasure. 
If  it  were  proper  to  make  such  donations,  they  should 
be  made  impartially  to  all  our  citizens  who  have  equal 
claims  to  charitable  relief.  If  the  snfierers  by  the  fire 
at  Savannah  have  just  claims  to  relief,  the  suflerers 
by  the  recent  fires  at  Wilmington  in  North  Carolina, 
and  Schenectady  in  New  York,  and  all  other  suf- 
ferers by  all  other  fires  which  have  oocuned  in  the 
United  States,  have  equal  claims  to  relief.  Every 
purchaser  of  imported  goods  pays  the  duties  in  the 
price  of  goods.  If  t|ie  importer  who  loses  his  goods 
by  fire  it  entitled  to  relief  because  he  has  paid  the  du- 
ties, is  not  every  other  citizen  who  pays  duties  upon 
imported  goods  entitled  to  the  same  relief  when  his 
goods  are  destroyed  byBre  1  The  proprietor  of  imported 
goods,  the  owner  of  the  products  of  our  own  soilf  and 
the  manu£icturer  of  our  own  country,  all  lose  their 
property  by  a  fire.  All  persons,  of  alt  conditions,  suffisr 
by  the  conflagration.  Has  one  class  of  these  citizens 
a  better  claim  to  relief  than  another  1  Though  a 
conflagration  is  a  great  calamity,  it  is  not  greater  than 
many  others.  Are  losses  by  fire  more  worthy  of  relief 
than  losses  and  distresses  produced  by  inundations, 
tempests,  pestilence,  war,  or  other  misfortunes  which 
would  dictate  that  our  alms  should  be  given  to.  the 
indigent,  the  helpless,  and  the  virtuous,  rather  than 
to  those  who,  though  they  have  lost  much,  may  still 
be  Ux  above  want  Private  persons  may  bestow  their . 
charity  as  they  please ;  but  if  this  Government  is  to 
be  charitable  it  must  be  so  at  the  expense  of  the  nation. 
If  the  nation  is  to  bestow  charity,  the  ben^i^ts  of  its 
charity  should  be  dispensed  throughout  the  nation 
with  an  equal  hand.  The  (jk>vemment  cannot  relieve 
all  cases  of  private  distress,  however  severe  or  meri- 
torious they  may  be  in  themselves.  The  Government 
was  not  instituted  for  any  such  purpose ;  mnd,  were 
it  justifiable  under  the  Constitution  to  apply  the 
national  treasure  to  such  ol:gects,  a  system  of  rules 
should  first  be  established,  by  which  facto  might  be 
investigated,  and  cases  of  real  diitress  and  merit  be  i 
ascertained,  in  order  that  the  bounty  of  the  nation 
might  be  judioionsly  and  impartially  distributed. 

Finally,  general  relief  in  such  cases  is  impossible, 
and  partial  relief  would  be  unjust 


The  following  resolutioh  is  proposed : 
Resoivedt  That  It  is  inexpedient  to  grant  relief  to  tks 
petitiondrfl. 


Tuesday,  February  22. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afi^urs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature^  of  the  State  of 
Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  compensation  due  Ci^ 
tain  Bigger's  company  of  rangers,  mi^de  a  report, 
accompanied  hy  a  resolution  that  the  petitioners 
have  leave  to  withdraw  their  petition.' 

Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition  of  WilUani 
Conner  and  others,  praying  that  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  a  certain  section  of  land  may  be 
g[raiited  to  the  said  William  Conner ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lotiisiana,  it  was  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims^  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Theron  Freeman ;  and,  in 
concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward  Baker, 

{>raying  compensation  for  an  improvement  in  gun- 
ocks;  and,  in  concurrence  ti^ierewith,  the  petitioner 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  <A  the 
report  of  the  Committeaon  the  Judiciary,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Marc  Marie  Duplat; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the 
prayer  of  the  p^tioner  ought  not  to  be  mnted, 
and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  2l8t  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  to,  the 
President  of  the  Senate  ^  tempore,  and  to*  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the 
time  bein^,  the  privilege  of  franking,  as  at  present 
by  law  enjoyed  by  the  Vice  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial  svstem  of 
the  United  States  was  read  the  second  tmie,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  making  compensation  for  property  lost 
or  destroyed  in  the  Semmole  campaign  was  taken 
up ;  and,  after  some  time  speint  in  its  considera- 
tion, it  was  further  postponed. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representa^ 
tives  of  John  O'Connor,  deceased,  was  read  a 
third  tim&  and  passed. 

The  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Ai^ken  and  Sons,  of  the  city  of^ Philadelphia,  in 
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the  State  of  PeoDS3rlyania,  engaffed  in  tbe  refining 
and  rolling  of  copper,  praying  uiat  additional  du- 
ties may  be  imposed  on  the  imi>ortation  of  manu- 
factored  copper ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  smd  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky^  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motions  for  consideration : 

Ruokedt  Thai  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  CanaU 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  dollars  for 
tbe  purpofe  of  co-operating  with  the  States  of  Ohio, 
PeoosylTania,  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  to 
inmove  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 

MMthatd,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
iang  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  subscribe 
for  one  thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  according  to  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
entitled  **An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  January 
30,  1818,  entitled  *An  act  to  incorporate  the  Kentucky 
Ohio  Canal  Company." 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lanas. 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides,  that,  from 

and  after  the  day  of next,  all  the  public 

lands  of  the  United  States,  tbe  sale  of  which  is,  or 
may  be  authorized  by  law,  shall,  when  offered  at  pubic 
sale,  to  the  highest  bidder,  be  offered  in  half  quarter 
sections;  and  when  offered  at  private  sale  may  be 
purchased,  at  the  option  of  the  purchaser,  either  in 
entire  sections,  half  sections,  quarter  sections,  or  half 
quarter  sections ;  and  in  every  case  of  the  division  of 
a  quarter  section,  the  line  ibr  the  division  thereof 
ihall  be  run  north  and  south,  and  the  comers  dud 
contents  of  half  quarter  sectienst  which  may  thereaf- 
ter be  sold,  shall  be  ascertained  in  the  manner,  and 
oo  the  principles,  prescribed  by  the  second  aection  of 
an  act,  ^  concerning  the  mode  of  surveying  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,"  passed  on  the  eleventh 
«f  February,  1805 ;  and  fractional  sections  containing 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  upwards,  shall,  in 
like  manner,  as  nearly  as  practicable,  be  subdivided 
into  half  quarter  sections,  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury;  but  fractional  sections,  containing  less 
than  one  hundred  and  sixtr  acres,  shall  not  be  divided, 
but  shall  be  sold  entire :  Provided^  That  this  section 
ahall  not  be  construed  to  alter  any  special  provision 
made  by  law  for  the  sale  of  land  in  town  lots. 

The  second  section  provides  that  credit  shall  not  be 
allowed  for  the  purchase  money  on  the  sale  of  any  of 

the  pubUc  lands  which  shall  be  sold  after  the 

day  of  —  next,  but  every  purchaser  of  land  sold  at 
public  sole  thereafter,  shall,  on  the  dar  of  purchase, 
make  complete  payment  therefor ;  and  the  purchaser 
atprivate  sale  shall  produce  to  the  register  of  the  land 
office  a  receipt  from  the  Treasurer  of  the  United 
States,  or  from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the 
district,  for  the  amount  of  the  purchase  money  on  any 
tract,  before  he  shall  enter  the  same  at  the  land  office ; 
and  if  any  person,  being  the  highest  bidder,  at  public 
sale^  for  a  tract  of  land,  shall  fail  to  make  payment 
therefor,  on  the  day  on  which  the  same  was  pur- 
chased, the  tract  diall  be  again  offing  at  public  sale, 


on  the  next  day  of  sale,  and  such  person  shall  not  bo 
capable  of  becoming  the  purchaser  of  that  or  any  other 
tract  offered  at  such  public  sales. 

The  third  section  provides  that,  from  and  after  the 

day  of next,  the  price  at  which  the  public 

lands  shall  be  offered  for  sale  shall  be  one  dollar  and 
cents  an  acre,  and  at  every  public  sale  the  high- 
est bidder,  who  shall  mike  payment  as  aforesaid,  shall 
be  purchaser ;  but  no  lands  shall  be  sold,  either  at 
public  or  private  sale,  for  a  less  price  than  one  dollar 

and cents  an  acre ;  and  provides  what  shall  be 

the  price  at  which  the  unsold  lands  which  have  been 
offered  at  public  sale  shall  be  sold  at  private  sale. 

Sec  4  provides  that  no  lands  which  have  reverted, 
or  which  shall  hereafter  revert  or  become  forfeited  to 
the  United  States  for  failure  in  any  manner  to  make 

payment,  shall,  after  the >day  of next,  be 

subject  to  entry  at  private  sale,  nor  until  the  same 
shsU  have  been  first  ofiered  to  the  highest  bidder  at 
public  sale ;  and  all  such  lands  which  shall  have  re- 
verted before  the  said  day  of next,  and 

which  shall  then  belong  to  the  United  States,  together 
vrith  the  sections  and  parts  of  sections  heretofore  re- 
served for  the  future  disposal  of  Congress,  which  shall, 
at  the  time  aforesaid,  remain  unsold,  shall  be  offered 
at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder,  who  shall  make 
payment  therefor,  in  half  quarter  sections,  at  the  land 
office  for  the  respective  districts,  on  such  day  or  days 
as  shall,,  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  be  designated  for  that  purpose,  dec 

The  remaining  sections  and  clauses  embrace  pro- 
visions of  mere  detail — the  above  contain  the  main 
principles.] 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  amend 
the  bill  by  adding  a  section  thereto  in  the  follow- 
ing words: 

**  That  purchasers  of  public  lands,  which  shall  have 
been  sold  prior  te  the  — —  day  of  —  next,  shall  be 
permitted  to  forfeit  and  surrender  the  same  before  the 
day  of  final  payment,  by  delivering  their  certificates 
to  the  register,  and  endorsing  thereon  their  consent 
that  the  land  therein  described  shall  be  resold :  where- 
upon the  said  certificates  shall  be  considered  as  can- 
celled, and  the  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to 
have  reverted  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  dis- 
posed of,  in  all  respects,  like  other  reverted  or  for- 
feited lands,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fourth 
section  of  this  act;  but,  if  such  lands  should  sell  for 
more  than  one  dollar  and cents  per  acre,  the  ex- 
cess shall  be  paid  over  to  the  former  certificate-holder : 
Provided,  That  such  excess  shall  not  be  greater  than 
the  amount  previously  paid  on  such  certificate.** 

Before  taking  the  question  on  this  motion,  it 
was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  was  post- 
poned tmtil  to-morrow. 


Weunesbat,  February  23. 

The  pRBsioENT  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  1st  of  July,  1818,  to  the  1st  of  July,  1819,  as 
also  the  War  and  Navy  accounts,  from  the  1st  of 
October,  1818,  to  the  1st  of  October,  1819,  together 
with  the  reports  thereon;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee^  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affidrs,  to  wnom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Robert  Purdy,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  reuef  of  Robert  Pordy ; 
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and  the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  pass- 
ed to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  3ie  Committee  of  Finance, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Walter  Qhanning ;  and  the  same 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  secoim  reading. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  Joint  petition^  of 
Richard  Butler,  Zalman  Burritt,  Bernard  Worden, 
Samuel  Bal^,  William  White,  and  John  Fenton, 
prayinff  ^sions,  made  a  report,  accompanied  fay 
a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles, 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  made  a  report,  accom- 
panied by  a  resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Henry  Remsen,  and  others,  interested  in  Mis- 
sissippi stock,  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed, 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
deem the  said  stock,  with  interest,  from  the  period 
when  it  shall  appear,  from  the  returns  in  the<proper 
offices,  that  sales  to  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay 
off  the  same  hare  been  made;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Benate. 

Mr.  Kino  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Andrew 
Jackson,  Major  General  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States^  and  commsmder  of  the  Southern  diri- 
sion,  rdative  to  the  report  of  a  sdect  committee  of 
the  Senate^  made  on  the  24th  of  February,  1819, 
on  the  subject  of  the  Seminole  war ;  and  the  me- 
morial was  laid  oa  the  table.  [For  this  memorial 
see  Appendix,  2d  session  15th  Congress,  page  2308, 
Hseq,] 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Abraham  Ogden,  and  others,  praying  that  the 
town  of  Blakely,  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  be  made 
a  port  of  entry  and  delivery ;  and  the  memoriid  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Gonmiittee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Comihittee  on  Military  Affiiirs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  mepiorial  of  the  Legislature  of 
Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  compensation  due. Cap- 
tain Bigger's  company  of  rangers ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  the  petitioners  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  altering  the  place  of  holding 
the  circuit  and  dktrict  court  in  the  district  of 
Ohio;"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate.  The  said  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  the  admission  of  theState 
of  Maine  into  the  Union;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

Mr.  Stokbs,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 


Office  and  Post  Roads,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  reported  a  bill,  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entiUed  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Estab- 
lishment ;"  and  the  same  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  making  further  protision  for  the 
sale  of  public  lands,  together  with  the  amendment 
prqposed  thereto ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and  othiers,  and  the  blank 
having  been  filled  with  $12,516  48,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and,  bein^  coneumd 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
regulation  of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  petition  of  Francis  8. 
Key,  and  others,  residing  in  Georgetown,  and  that 
part  of  Washington  county  west  of  Rock  Creek, 
m  the  District  of  Columbia,  representing^  that  a 
change  iifxihe  time  and  manner  of  dispensmg  jus- 
tice would  not  only  be  a  peat  convenience  and 
relief,  but  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  the  pe<^le, 
and  praying  that  a  law  may  be  passed  organizing  a 
court.  With  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  to  beheld 
in  Georgetown  bv  one  of  the  judges  of  the  present 
circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ex- 
tending the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace 
to  fifty  dollars,  and  authorizing  them  to  issue 
executions  on  ail  judgments  by  magistrates;  and 
the  petition  was  reeuL  and  ref^m-ed  to  the  Commit- 
tee lor  the  District  (^  Columbia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  imfavorable  Co 
the  petition  of  Joseph  McNeil. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
who  advocated  at  some  length  the  rusitice  of  ^ 
claim  of  the  petitioner,  whicn  was  also  supported 
by  Mr.  Brown,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Roberts, 
the  report  was  reversed  by  a  vote  of  19  to  9,  and 
the  committee  was  instructed  to  report  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  petitioner. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  following  resolutions 
offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  yesterday: 

Betolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  appropriation  of  forty  thousand  doUars,  i^r 
the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the  Sutes  o(  Ohio, 
Pennaylvania,  Yirginiv  Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  to  im- 
prove the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 

lUsoived,  That  the  Committee  on  ^ads  and  Canals 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  subscribe 
for  one  thousand  shares  of  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  according  to  the  7th 
section  of  the  act  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature,  enti- 
tled '<An  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  January  SO, 
18ie,entitled  'Anactto incorporate  the  Kentucky  Ohio 
Canal  Company." 
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The  resohitions  havinfi^  been  read,  Mr.  Johi^son 
made,  in  substance,  the  following  remarks : 

He  said  he  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  Senate 
vcrylon^  upon  the  subject  of  inquiry  into  this  sub- 
ject, so  interesting  to  the  Western  countr)[.  He 
was  animated  with  a  hope  that  several  circum- 
stances would  combine  to  influence  the  Senate  to 
look  with  a  favorable  eye  upon  the  proposition 
contained  in  the  resolutions.  The  contemplated 
amrq>imtion  is  very  inconsiderable  comparea  with 
the  object.  Fortv  thousand  dollars  is  proposed  to 
aid  in  making  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river 
practicable  at  all  times  and  all  seasons,  for  steam, 
or  keel,  or  other  boats,  which  may  not  draw  more 
than  six  feet.  Every  measure  which  will  cherish 
cor  Union,  operate  as  a  powerful  cement,  and  to 
convert  every  great  concern  into  a  common  inter- 
ett,  should  be  taken  into  the  most  serious  consid- 
eration, at  a  time  when  longitude  and  latitude  have 
been  the  basis  of  merit,  instead  of  puUic  spirit  and 
public  service.  The  session  at  which,  said  Mr.  J., 
we  passed  a  law  giving  ourselves  $1,500  per  ses- 
sion, instead  of  a  per  diem,  the  age  of  good  feeling 
prevailed :  and  then  it  was  .that  the  widow,  the 
orphan,  the  wounded  soldier,  received  from  the 
nation  the  debt  of  gratitude,  in  part,  for  their  sacri- 
fices and  sufferings.  The  present  period,  which 
famishes  a  contrast  to  that  happy  season,  furnishes 
inducements  as  strong  to  be  lioeral  in  these  views. 
For  my  part,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  ever  haVe,  and  ever  will, 
vote  Vx  reasonable  appropriation,  whether  it  be 
intended  to  impiove  the  rivers  of  Maine  or  Greorgi|i, 
or  to  fill  up  vaJleys,  or  level  mountains,  and  to  re- 
move natural  and  artificial  obstructions  in  our 
navigable  rivers,  or  to  unite  them  by  canals. 

The  great  importance  of  this  subject,  said  Mr.  J., 
presents  a  prolific  source  for  reflections ;  and  the 
mformation  now  before  us.  furnishes  topics  for  al- 
most inexhaustible  remarks;  but  this  is  not  the 
time  to  indulge  in  them.  The  magnitude  of  this 
subject,  as  a  part  of  the  great  system  of  internal 
improvement,  is  made  manifest  by  the  utility  of 
tkis  measure:  first,  at  it  respects  the  interests  of 
iitemal  and  external  commerce,  the  productions 
of  agriculture ;  the  arttckss  of  manufacture,  and 
lU  the  mechanic  and  domestic  arts.  Secondly,  bv 
furnishing  a  most  powerful  cements  the  Confed- 
eracy, by  the  freedom  of  intercourse  which  it  will 
aiS9rd,and  the  facilitiesof  interchanging  the  articles 
of  internal  commerce  a^ong  the  States.  Thirdly, 
the  extent  of  die  territory  which  is  dependent  on 
this  outlet  and  the  vreters  which  fall  into  it:  the 
States  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Kentucky,  are  duly  interested  in  this  mea- 
sure. Fourthly,  the  extent  of  the  population  which 
is  employed  upon  this  vast  territory.  Without 
going  into  detail,  we  cannot  forget  the  rising  great- 
ness of  Pittsburg,  Maysville,  Cincinnati,  Louisville, 
Natchez,  and  New  Orleans,  not  to  enumerate  the 
many  flourishing  towns  which  please  and  arrest 
the  attention  of  the  spectator  as  he  descends  this 
beautiful  river. 

The  next  subject  which  presents  itseli^  said  Mr. 
I^  is  the  report  of  the  commissioners.  This  docu- 
ment, which  I  have  before  me,  b  a  lastms  monu- 
ment of  the  merit  of  those  who  executed  ue  work 


assigned  to  them  by  a  resolution  of  the  respective 
States  concerned,  by  the  invitation  of  the  State  of 
Ohio,  at  their  own  expense,  in  the  first  instance, 
in  the  heat  of  Summer.  These  commissioners 
devoted  themselves  faithfully  to  the  public  bust 
committed  to  them,  and  have  at  length  given  to 
us  the  knowledge  of  the  character  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  established  beyond  doubt  the  practica- 
bility of  making  it  unviable  at  all  seasons,  at  an 
expense  far  below  the  wreck  of  property  and  loss 
of  the  last  session,  in  consequence  of^  the  low  state 
of  the  water.  Tnese  obstructions  are  principally 
of  gravel  and  sand,  some  rocks  in  various  parts  of 
the  river,  and  some  artificial  obstructions  of  trees, 
&c.  And  the  report  is  not  less  valuable  on  ac- 
count of  its  modest  and  unassuming  character, 
which  I  understand,  said  Mr.  J.,  is  the  labor  of  a 
member  of  this  body,  whose  mild  and  unassuming, 
though  firm,  conduct,  has  made  him  early  in  life 
a  member  of  this  body;  and  whose  usefulness,  I 
trust,  will  not  only  benefit  the  great  State  whose 
confidence  has  sent  him  here,  but  the  whole  Union 
--(WAI.TER  LowRiE,  Senator  from  Pennsylva- 
nia.) The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  next 
Presents  itself  for  consideration.  We  are,  said  Mr. 
.,  vested  with  the  active  and  positive  power  to 
regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  with  lik- 
dian' tribes,  and  among  the  several  States.  We 
have  exercised  this  power  to  its  full  vigor,  as  re- 
spects forei^  nations  and  Indian  tribes;  but  as  to 
the  States^  it  has  remained  almost  a  dead  letter ; 
and  it  is  time,  said  he,  that  w£  should  look  at  the 
cause  of  this  apathy.  The  various  States  are 
busily  employed  in  planning  and  executing  sys- 
tems of  internal  improvements,  and  individuals 
co-operatiuff  with*  State  authority,  to  effect  these 
desirable  objects.  In  this  state  of  the  country, 
shall  Congress  invigorate  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
which  ch^cterizes  the  States  and  the  people  of 
the  States,  by  timely  and  reasonable  appropria- 
tions, or  shall  we  remse  our  aid,  and  thus  indirect- 
ly condemn,  and  positively  protract,  that  svstem 
which  will  give  to  this  nation  so  much  wealth,  so 
much  power,  and  so  much  union? 
The  resolutions  were  then  adopted. 


Thubsoay,  February  34. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
^ct  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  act, 
entitled  'An  act  for  establishing  trading-houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Sanfobd  presented  the  memorial  of  Robert 
Swartwout,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  pravinff  the 
interposition  of  Congress  for  relief  in  the  nnal  ^t- 
tlement  of  his  accounts  as  Quartermaster  General 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  during  the  late 
war  with  Great  Britain ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Catharine 
Shapley,  widow  of  Captain  John  Shapley,  de- 
ceased, praying  relief  in  consideration  of  her  late 
husband's  services  during  the  Revolutionary  war ; 
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and  the  petition  wa;*  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Parrott  also  presented  the  petition  of  Rob- 
ert Newsom,  of  Kittery,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, stating  that,  whilst  hoisting  a  stick  of  timber 
at  the  navy  yard,  in  Portsmouth  harbor,  the  fall 
parted,  and  the  timber  fell  on  his  left  leg,  which  was 
consequently  amputated,  and  praying  relief  in  con- 
sideration thereof;^  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Coomiitlee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  on  the 
petition  of  Richard  Butler,  and  others,  praying  for 
pensions  (who  did  not  serve  in  th^  Army  of  the 
Revolution,  but  in  partisan  corps  of  the  several 
States)  was  taken  up,  and  it  was  resolved,  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  certain  <;rimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  '^An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was 
read  the  second  time. 

The  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  altering  the  place  of 
holdinfif  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Ohio/'  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Bowie  and  Kurtz,  and 
others,  was  read  a  second  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census,  or  enu- 
meratioB  of  the  inhabitants  of*the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made 
unfavorable  reports  on  the  petitions  of  John  Bioren 
and  Fieldine  Lucas,  jun.,  and  of  John  Bioren  and 
Edward  DeKrafil,  respectively,  inviting  the  pat- 
ronise of  Congress  Xo  a  volume  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  to  the  Journal  of  the  old 
Congress,  which  tney  propose  to  republish. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Vincent  Grant ;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  this  day  fortnight. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute.  and 
John  NichoUs;  and  the  further  consideration  tnere- 
of  was  postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

REMISSION  OP  DUTIES. 
The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  the  pe- 
titions of  Andrew  Low,  and  others,  merchants  of 
Savannah,  who  pray  for  a  remission  of  duties  paid 
and  secured  to  be  paid  on  a  large  amount  of  im- 
ported soods,  which  were  consumed  and  destroyed 
by  the  late  me  in  that  city.  In  general,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  refused  to  remit  the  payment  of  duties 
in  such  cases.  Relief  has,  however,  in  a  very  few 
such  cases,  been  granted;  but  in  eztraordmary 


cases,  such,  for  example,  as  the  goods  being  in  the 
custody  of  the  officer:^  of  the  United  States,  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  duties.  The  report  concludes 
an.  argument  of  some  length,  by  recommending 
the  adoption  of  a  resolution  "that  it  is  inexpedient 
to  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner." 

Mr.  Elliot,  of  Cfeorgia.  moved  to  amend  the 
report,  by  substituting  the  following  resolution  for 
that  reported  by  the  committee: 

«  Resolved,  That  the  report  be  reoommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance^  with  inttmctions  to  report  a 
bill,  authorizing  the  remiaaion  of  tweDty-five  per  cent. 
on  all  bond*  due,  or  becoming  due  at  the  cuatom-houee 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  executed  for  the  payment  of 
duties  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandiao, 
not  insured  against  fire,  and  which  have  been  destroy- 
ed by  the  late  fire  in  that  city,  and  extending  the  ad- 
ditional credit  of  two  years  on  soch  bonds." 

This  amendment  was  eam&tly  supported  by 
Mr.  Elliot  and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Geor£[ia. 

The  whole  subject  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  proeeeded  to  consider  thdr  amend- 
ments to  the  IhII,  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  admission 
of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,"  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  Burrill,  that  the  Senate  recede  there- 
from— 

Mr.  Macon  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnestion, 
so  as  to  be  taken  separately  on  each  amendment, 
one  containing  provisions  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  and  the  other  prohibiting  the 
further  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  Territories 
ofthe  United  States. 

On  mdtion  by  Mr.  Norlb,  it  was  agreed  to  take 
the  question  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  LAND  SALES., 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands,  so  as  to  sell  them  for  cash  instead  of 
the  present,  credits.    The  following  amendment, 

Sroposed  by  Mr,  Walker^  of  Alabuna,  being  un- 
er  consideration,  viz : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  porchaaers  of 
public  lands,  which  ahall  haTO  been  sold  prior  to  tba 

day  of next,  ahall  be  permitted  to  forfeit  and 

surrender  the  same  before  the  day  of  final  payment,  bj 
delivering  their  certificatea  to  this  register,  and  endors- 
ing thereon  their  consent  that  the  land  therein  da- 
scribed  ahall  be  reaold :  whereupon,  the  aaid  certificatea 
shall  be  considered  aa  cancelled,  and  the  landa  shall  be 
deemed  and  taken  to  have  reverted  to  the  United 
Statea,  and  shall  be  disposed  of,  in  all  reepecta,  like 
other  reverted  or  forfeited  lands,  according  t^  the  pro- 
▼iaions  of  the  fourth  aection  of  this  act ;  but,  if  auch 
lands  shall  sell  for  more  than  one  dollar  and  ■  cents 
per  acre,  the  exceas  ahall  be  paid  over  to  the  former 
certificate  holder:  Provided,  That  soch  excess  ahall 
not  be  greater  than  the  amount  previously  paid  on 
such  certificate." 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  that,  by  this 
bill,  it  was  proposed  to  change  a  system  which 
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had  been  adapted  after  mature  consideration,  and 
had  been  so  long  in  operation  that  purchasers 
might  be  supposed  to  have  bought  under  the  ex- 
pectation that  it  was  to  be  continued.  The  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  present  system,  he  said,  was, 
tkat  a  credit  was  given  on  purchases,  not  for  four 
^  years  but  for  eight,  and,  by  subsequent  indulgence, 
an  almost  indefinite  credit  on  the  latter  mstal- 
ments ;  for  he  had  been  informed  that  lands  were 
yet  unpaid  for,  which  were  purchased  at  the  early 
sales  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  took  place  twenty 
years  ago.  The  sums  due  for  lands  now  amounted 
to  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars — a  fearful  sum. 
The  great  object  of  the  bill  was  to  change  a  sys- 
tem which,  in  its  operation,  produced  such  results. 
Mr.  W.  admitted  that  political  reasons  required  a 
change  in  the  system  wnich  produced  the  relations 
of  deotor  and  creditor,  to  so  great  an  extent,  and 
for  an  indefinite  period,  between  the  people  and 
the  Government.  He  was  willing  to  make  the 
change)  but  the  change  should  be  so  made,  as  not 
to  afiect  the  condition  of  those  who  had  purchased 
the  public  lands.  If  the  system  was  suddenly  and 
radically  changed,  the  effect  would  certainly  be  to 
diminish  the  customary  price  of  lands,  and  to  pre- 
judice the  interest  of  tne  present  holders,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  recent  purchasers  of  public  lands. 
In  regard  to  the  latter  class,  he  remarked,  he  was 
justified  in  saying  that  the  United  States  had  re- 
ceived from  them,  in  many  cases,  for  the  first  in- 
stalment, the  actual  value  of  the  lands,  and  as 
much  as  they  would  have  received  for  the  fee 
simple,  had  they  been  sold  for  cash.  Those  pur- 
chasers, who  had  made  a  hard  bargain  with  the 
Government,  ought  to  be  relieved,  and  protected 
against  the  eSSect  which  thb  bill,  il  passed,  would 
^  have  of  depreciating  the  value  of  their  lands.  Such 
would  be  the  effect  of  the  amendment  now  under 
consideration.  It  would  also  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  obtain  the  cash  value  of  the  lands  thus 
sold,  sooner  than  they  will  otherwise  obtain  it.  If 
g^Uemen  would  turn  to  the  accounts  of  sales  of 
tne  public  lands,  they  would  find  that  the  prices 
received  for  them  had  been  enormous,  particularly 
in  Alabama. 

It  might  be  said  that,  by  the  provisions  of  this 
amendment,  relief  wotild  oe  granted  to  speculators 
in  the  public  lands.  Not  so,  Mr.  W.  said.  Some 
speculators,  no  doubt,  might  be  relieved  by  it ',  but, 
he  said,  there  were  a  great  many  who  had  pur- 
chased for  practical  aCTicultural  purposes,  who 
were  now  satisfied  they  nad  given  tour  times  the 
yadue  for  their  lands ;  and  he  was  satisfied,  him- 
self, that  if  the  lands  were  now  set  up,  they  would 
not  Produce  as  much  as  had  been  already  paid  on 
tha  first  instalment.  The  purchases  in  Alabama, 
hesaid,  seemed  to  have  be^  made  under  the  in- 
fluence ^f  a  sort  of  delirium,  caused  by  a  variety 
of  causes,  amonff  which  was  the  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  malung  the  Yazoo  compromise  and 
issuing  the  Yazoo  stock,  which  was  available  to 
purchasers  of  public  lands  in  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama, but  was,  in  point  of  fact^  absorbed  by  the 
sales  in  Alabama ;  for  in  that  time  no  sales  were 
made  in  Mississippi.  In  addition  to  this  cause, 
was  another— there  were  about  that  time  created, 


in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  somewhere  about 
seventy  banxs,  whose  paper  was  proi^isely  scat- 
tered over  the  country,  and  cotton  was  at  about 
twenty-five  cents  per  pound.  The  most  prudent 
calculating  men  in  the  country  were  swept  away 
by  the  delusion  of  the  moment.  It  was  the  most 
discreet  men  sometimes  who  gave  the  highest 
prices ;  he  had  known,  for  example,  as  high  as 
seventy-eight  dollars  per  acre  ffiven  for  land  by 
those  who  bou^^ht  it  with  the  fml  intention  them- 
selves to  cultivate  it.  Should  the  system  be 
changed  as  proposed,  there  would  certainly  be  a 
great  inequality  in  the  conditions  of  those  who 
bought  under  the  late  system  and  those  who  will 
buy  under  that  which  is  to  be  substituted  for  it. 
It  would  be  found  ^hat  lands  would  follow  the 
Government  price,  and  would  consequently  fall. 
There  was,  therefore,  he  thought,  a  moral  obliga- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  to  interpose 
for  the  relief  of  the  late  purchasers.  The  pur- 
chaser had  a  right  to  sijgppose  there  would  be  a  cer- 
tain credit  given,  as  heretofore,  on  all  lands  here- 
after thrown  into  the  market.  It  is  time  to  stop, 
it  was  said.  ^r.  W.  was  willing  to  do  so ;  but,  m 
doing  so,  he  would  not  violate  the  rights  of  those 
who  had  purchased  under  existing  laws.  The 
average  of  sales  of  all  the  lands  in  Alabama  and 
Mississippi  was  about  five  dollars  per  acre,  and 
would  be  much  higher  but  for  the  old  sales  which 
were  at  low  prices — the  average  for  the  last  three 
years  would  be  much  higher ;  whereas  the  average 
of  all  the  other  sales  was  very  little  more  than  two 
dollars  per  acre. 

The  object  of  this  amendment,  then,  was  to  al- 
low those  who  wish  it  to  let  the  lands,  on  which 
they  have  paid  the  first  instalment  of  the  purchase 
money,  revert  at  once  to  the  United  States.  That 
a  great  many  of  the  hiffh  priced  lands  would,  in 
any  event,  revert  to  the  United  States,  he  had  no 
doubt  But  that  the  Government  would  ever  re- 
take possession,  within  any  reasonable  time,  he 
had  no  expectation.  They  would  go  on  suspend- 
ing the  operation  of  the  law  of  forfeiture,  and 
would  be  out  of  the  possession  of  it  for  many  years ; 
and  when  they  did  enforce  the  law,  if  they  could 
enforce  it,  which  he  very  much  doubted,  it  would 
be  of  less  value  to  th»n,  &c.  Every  considera- 
tion, Mr.  W.  therefore  thought,  recommended  this 
amendment. 

Mr.  Otis  inquired  whether  the  am^idment  was 
intended  to  apply  to  all  purchasers  of  the  public 
lands,  as  well  elsewhere  as  in  Alabama  ? 

Mr.  Walker  said,  he  had  thought  it  invidious 
to  make  a  distinction  between  them.  Purchasers 
at  a  fair  price,  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  country, 
would  not  suffer  their  lands  to  revert. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  said  that  the  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate  was  one  of  the  most  important 
measures,  as  regarded  the  general  welfare  and  best 
interests  of  the  country,  that  could  be  presented  to 
their  consideration.  It  was  with  much  satisfaction 
that  he  found  there  was  an  almost  unanimous  dis- 
position to  change  the  mode  of  the  sales,  so  as  that 
for  the  future  they  should  be  sold  for  cash  only. 
Such  a  bill  had  passed  this  body  at  the  last  session, 
and  did  not  pass  the  House  of  Representatives,  for 
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reasons  not  connected  with  its  merits.  In  a^ain 
matoring-a  bill  on  this  subject.  Mr.  K.  said,  it 
ought  to  be  the  object  to  establisn  the  rule  inde- 
pendently of  all  peculiar  circumstances,  and  leave 
all  the  (juestions,  such  as  those  embraced  in  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and 
which  had  many  kindred  in  any  part  of  the  Union, 
to  be  examined  and  decided  hereafter.  He  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate  the  expediency  of  reserving 
every  one  of  those  particular  questions,  meritorious 
or  otherwise,  equitaUe  or  not  for  a  aistinct  con- 
sideration after  the  passa^  or  this  bill^  with  which 
he  did  not  see  any  necessity  for  coupling  them. 

With  re^rd  to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  it 
was  scarcely  necessary,  Mr.  K.  said,  to  make  an 
observation,  because  he  presumed  every  gentleman 
had  reflected  on  it  with  the  seriousness  due  to  its 
important  character.  The  evil  it  was  intended  to 
remedy  was  of  a  magnitude  which  grows  con- 
stantly and  increases  with  every  hour's  delay. 
Last  year  it  had  been  supposed  that  the  debts  due 
to  the  Government  for  lands  sold  amounted  to 
twelve  millions  of  dollars;  since  when,  he  now  \m- 
derstood,  the  sum  had  already  increased  by  ten 
millions.  He  invited  gentlemen  to  reflect  what 
would  be  the  efiect  of  having  in  the  hands  of  our 
citizens  debts  to  the  amount  of  twenty-two  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  And  what,  he  asked,  might  the 
effect  not  be,  vHien  that  sum  was  doubled  again  7 
It  had  been  stated  here,  that,  in  some  of  the  States, 
tbe  effect  of  a  similar  cause  had  been  to  produce 
an  alienation  of  the  citizens  from  the  Government, 
and  that  in  some  of  those  States,  in  Kentucky  par- 
tieulariy,  no  man  could  be  elected  from  the  district 
of  the  country  in  which  the  people  were  indebted 
to  the  State  government  for  lands,  wi^out  pledg- 
ing himself  to  support  the  passage  of  a  forbearance 
law.  He  would  not,  he  said,  dilate  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  but.  he  said,  a  perseverance  in  the  present 
system  or  increasing  the  debt  due  to  the  Uovem- 
ment  would  be  pernicious  to  the  harmony  of  the 
Union,  and  would  terminate — ^in  what?  In  ex- 
punging the  debt.    That  would  be  the  effect  of  it. 

If  the  case  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Alabama  were  the  only  case  in  the  United  States, 
the  proposed  amendment  might  not  be  so  objec- 
tionaMe  as  he  now  considered  it  But,  Mr.  K. 
said,  the  gentleman  would  see,  that  of  idl  the  per- 
sons who  owe  these  twenty-two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, there  was  perhaps  not  a  man  who  had  not 
made  his  purchase  when  land  was,  in  a  certain 
degree,  of  a  higher  value  than  at  present.  If  the 
proposed  amendment  was  incorporated  in  the  bill. 
It  would  be  found  that  every  purchaser  of  lands 
would  call  on  the  Government  to  review  the  whole 
transaction,  and  afford  to  him  also  equitable  relief. 

One  idea  further  in  regard  to  the  amendment 
He  put  it  to  the  gentleman,  supposing  his  amend- 
ment to  pass,  and  the  lands  to  be  surrendered  by 
every  recent  jpurchaser,  who  would  be  found  mad 
enough  to  bid  against  him  on  the  resale  of  die  land 
surrendered  f  On  the  whole.  Mr.  K.  thought  it 
would  be  much  better  to  exclude  every  other  cir- 
cumstance from  consideration,  when  aeliberating 
on  die  main  question  of  chang^g  the  present  sys- 
tem of  disposing  of  the  puldic  lands. 


Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  if  it  were  true, 
that,  because  a  man  has  purchased  a  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  and  fixed  his  house  there,  no  man  wiU 
dare  to  bid  against  him  on  the  lands  reverting,  it 
would  be  equally  true  of  the  land  reverdng  for 
non-payment  unaer  the  present  system.  The  dif- 
ference, then,  between  present  ana  future  reversion 
to  the  United  States  was  wholly  in  favor  of  the 
Government  putting  into  the  Treasury  immedi- 
ately what  would  not  otherwise  accrue  to  it  for 
ten  years  to  come,  if  then.  On  this  point,  how- 
ever, he  did  not  know  what  the  public  sentiment 
would  be  when  the  case  happened.  In  the  case 
of  squatters,  it  was  not  such  as  was  apprehended 
in  the  present  case.  He  thought  it  very  possible 
that,  in  the  present  case  of  the  Alabama  purcha- 
sers, the  former  owners  of  the  land  reverting  or 
surrendered,  would  have  a  decided  preference,  and 
few  would  be  found  to  bid  against  them.  There 
was  much  truth  in  what  the  gentleman  had  said ; 
and,  in  the  degree  that  it  was  true,  what  he  had 
said  went  to  show  the  expediency  ol  the  proposed 
amendment. 

Mr.  LowRiE  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  that  the  provision,  if  passed,  had  bet- 
ter be  kept  distinct  from  the  present  bill  Another 
idea,  of  some  importance,  he  would  suggest  to  the 
Senate :  Whether,  if  this  bill  passed,  it  would  not 
be  well  to  hold  out  an  inducement  to  those  who 
owe  these  twenty-two  millions  of  dollars  topay 
them  sooner  than  they  otherwise  would?  Tnat 
consideration  had  been  ^ken  of  in  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands ;  but  it  had  been  thought  bet- 
ter not  to  connect  the  two  subjects.  He  did  not 
feel  as  if  he  were  opposed  to  the  principle  of  this 
amendment,  but  he  was  not  in  favor  of  incorpo- 
rating it  in  this  bill;  and,  when  acted  on,  he 
thought  some  further  details  would  be  nece^ary 
to  make  it  effectual. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  thought  no  further 
detail  necessary.  If  he  thought,  proposed  in  a  dif- 
ferent form,  it  would  meet  a  better  rate,  he  would 
now  withdraw  his  motion.  For  his  part,  ne  thought 
it  would  have  a  good  efiect  to  let  the  purchasers 
surrender  their  lands  at  once  to  the  Government 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  agree  that  the  lands  should  be  surren^ 
dered  by  the  purchaso^  as  soon  as  convenient; 
but  he  was  not  disposed  to  ^ve  them  back  the 
money,  as  was  proposed  in  this  amendment,  if  the 
lands  (diould  sell  beyond  the  minimum  cash  price. 
He  was  not  disposed  to  make  donations  to  our 
citizens  of  this  amount.  He  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  all  of  the  amendment  af^r  thok^word 
"act,"  in  the  12th  line. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  the  Senate  should 
take  into  consideration  the  condition  of  those  who 
had  purchased  lands  from  the  Gbvemment 
Would  the  passage  of  this  bill  injure  tiiem  ?  And, 
if  it  would,  ought  not  some  equitable  provision  to 
be  made  for  their  relief?  If  the  proposed  change 
were  made,  it  was  susceptible  or  demonstration, 
Mr.  K.  said,  that  those  who  had  purchased  under 
the  old  system  would  be  in  a  worse  condition  than 
those  who  will  purchase  under  the  new  one.  Tou 
lower  the  value  of  their  property,  said  he,  and  ex- 
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tend  to  them  no  relief.  Will  this  attseh  them  to 
tbe  Oonremment  ?  No.  What  will  be  the  e£Eect 
'-  id  tiK  bin,  as  respects  people  who  haTe  purchased 
.  lands  from  the  public^  muciy  in  consequenee  of  the 
:eiian^e  of  the  times,  ajre  unable  to  pay  ?  Will 
$htj\  miprorre  the  lands ;  will  they  miprove  the 
state  of  society ;  and  produce  that  state  of  things 
80  desirable — a  dense  popnlation  on  an  exposed 
frontier  1  By  forcing  them  to  wait  till  the  for- 
-ititure  accrues,:  the  intermediate  impror^nent 
would  be  prevented,  by  the  state  of  uncertainty  in 
Tcgard  to  their  posseKdons,  which:  has  the  most 
iBirortunate  effect  on  society.  By  rejecting  this 
•QMBdraent,  strangers  would  be  brought  fcHwafd, 
Bl»t.  as  has  been  si^posed,  men  who  would  sym- 
patnize.with  the  original  purchasen-^^i^rho  wciuld, 
en  the  rerersioii  of  the  lands,  purchase  them  ftva 
jBttdi  msaSiiet  price  than'  the  orn^nal  purchaser 
would  have  given  for  them  had  he  not  been  dis- 
qualified from  paymff  at  all.  The  present  holder 
has,  it  might  be  said,  had  the  use  of  the  land. 
Yes^  Mn  £.  said^  he  had  gone  throu^  tha:wil- 
-.derntas,  suffeaped  aU  thedaeonvenienoe  of  setting 
newiaad  in  a  new  country ;  and  what  wus  his 
pofil?  A.  mere  subsisteDce.  ^r.  K*  knew,  he 
said,  that  such  was  the  &ct.  Was  it  fair,  then,  to 
aol^eet  him  to  the  loss'of  all  he  had "?  He  forbore, 
lie  saidf  to  soeak  of  the  efiect,  in  a  political  point 
of  view,  of  inis  immense  debt.  Hefmtit;  he  knew 
it  Vould  have  a  tenttency  to  alienate  the  affections 
c^thefeo^e.  But  tUs  was  no  reason  why^tfae  Sen- 
'  ate  should  not  extend  reliief  to  those  whose  interests 
this  bill  VTas  vitally  to  affect.  Mr.  EL  made  some 
other  obKTvations,  explanatory  of  the  operationof 
tins  amendment  it  did  not  propose  to  make  any 
donation,  i»  had  been  intimated.  The  Gkivem- 
aaent  would  reoeive  from  the  future  purchaser  all 
:  he  waa  disposed  to  ffive  for  the  land.  Suppose  it 
has  been  already  sold  for  twentv  dollars  per  acre, 
9md  the  first  payment  of  fived(!d(ars  has  been  made. 
.  if  the  land  resells  for  ten  dollars,  the  Gov^mmoit 
will  receiye  ^Ye  dollars, and  the  individual  surren- 
dering it  will  receive  five  more,  of  which  the  Gov- 
ernment has  had  the  use,  and  fhnn  which  he  has 
iiad  no  advantage.  The  amendment  would  not 
embarrass  the  bill.  Mr.  K.  considered  it  to  be  ne- 
oeuHtrilir  connected  with  it.  Political  expediency 
vattad  ux  its' adoptiott,  inasmuch  as  the  prtaent 
iiolderB  of  these  lands,  with  a  heavy  de^t  hanging 
over  them,  had  no  stimulus  to  exertion,  dtc. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  amendment  did  not  eq  suf- 
ficiently into  detail.  As  it  now  stood^  if  adopted, 
the  man  who  had  fif  st  purchased  might  buy  the 
land  i^ain:  so  that  every  man  mifffat  give  up  the 
.iand  he  had  bought  if  he  thought  he  could  buy  it 
ov«r  again  for  lero  money  than  he  had  at  first  given 
iot  it.  As  it  now  stood,  those  who  bought  and 
aold.  would  receive  the  benefit,  which,  he  presumed, 
was  intended  only  to  apply  to  the  actual  settlers. 
•The  subject,  he  said,  was  as  important  as  any  of 
Aose  who  had  spoken  had  made  it ;  and  this 
amendment,  embracing  A  great  question,  hethocrght 
ought  to  pass  under  the  revision  of  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  before  the  Senate  acted  on  it. 

Mr.  RuGOLBB  said,  if  this  biU  vfus  to  nass,  he 
hope4the  aaoendment  would  prevaH.  Sofar,how- 
'      leth  Cdii.  1st  8Ede.^l5 


ever,  as  related  to  the  Ohio  country,  few  sales  had 
been  made,  where  the  land  ;would  not  now  sell  £Dr 
as  much  as  it  had  been  bought  at,  unless  irw«re 
the  reservations  of  the  Indians,  two  square  miles 
on  Sandy,  and  six  square  miles  on  the  Miami  of 
the  Lake.  These  lands  had  sold  above  their  value, 
and  the  purchasers  were  understood  to  intend  for- 
feiting their  lands.  But,  in  the  Southern  country, 
he  said,  prices  had  been  &:iven  for  land  which  never 
could  be  paid.  For  such  cases  it  was  proper  thtt 
some  provision  Should  be  made. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  said,  as  there  aj^[)ear- 
ed  to  be  a  contrariety  of  opinion  on  the  subject  of 
the  amendment,  and  as  he  believed  it  would  gain 
friends  by  further  consideration,  he  would  for  the 
present  withdraw  it.    And  he  did  so. 

Mr.  EowAsns  then  rose.  The  expMerience  of 
the  last  session,  he  said,  had  taught  him.  that  it 
would  be  perfectly  useless  to  attempt  any  opposi- 
tion to  the  principle  of  this  bill.  He  believed  that 
it  ought  not  to  pass,  and  that  it  would  have  an  un- 
fononate  effect,  particularly  on  that  part  of  the 
population  of  the  West  whiclrhe  had  the  honor  to 
rmesent  Bnt'he  forbore  to  enter  into  needless 
dmte.  He  widied  to  provide,  however,  ^  iie 
could,  for  that  class  of  citizens  who  are  unaUe  to 
acqnire  land  by  making  prompt  payment ;  and  he 
shcxild  flatter  himself,  he  said,  from  the  veneration 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  ELiifa) 
had  displa]M)  some  days  ago,  for  the  law  of  na- 
tme,  he  would  not  be  willing  to  withhold  from 
those  persons  the  only  means  by  which  they  can 
acquire  a  right  to  the  soil.  Mr.  B.  then  proposed 
the  following  amendment  to  the  bill : 

And  he  it  further  enaetedt  That  any  person  who  is, 
or  heresfUr  may  be,  an  actual  bona  fide  aettler ,  upon 
any  quarter  MCtion  of  land  which  shall  have  been  pre- 
vioudy  exposed  to  pubUc  sale,  and  shall  remain  un- 
sold, aball  be  pmnittsd  to  purokase  muih  quavter  sec- 
tion* in  the  aame  manner  and  on  each  terms  as.  are 
now  authorised  by  lawv  ^ 

His  object,  Mr.  El  said,  was  not  to  interfere  Wi^ 
the  provnions  of  this  bill  rdating  to  those  who 
were  able  to  purchase,  but  to  provide  for  that  de- 
scription of  persons^who  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
pay  money  for  the  lands  of  which  they  wife  the 
acUud  occupants. 

Mr.  Kmo^  of  New  York,  said,  a  man  might  be 
actually  <m  the  pnldic  land,  but  how  he  could  be 
called  a  bona  fide  settler,  he  said,  he  botw  not. 
The  amendm^t  went  further  than  he«had  evwr 
before  heard  it  projKJsed  to  go. 

Mr.  One  asked  if  this^  provision  would  not  make 
some  embarrassment  at  the  public  sales.  If  tlie 
iaod  was: struck  off  to  one  who  had  previoul^ 
settled  on  it,  might  he  not  claim  a  credit  on  ins 
purchase? 

Mr.  fifOWARUs  said,  the  land  was  not  to  be  dis- 
posed of  to  any  such  settler,  on  the  terms  prc^osed. 
until  it  had  been  previously  offered  fbr  sale,  and 
renained  unsold.  But  bona  fide  settlements  might 
exist,  if  this  amendment  was  adopted;  ^becaose 
it  would  countenance  and  authorize  them,  and 
they  would  therefore  be  bona  fide. 
.  Mr.  Lkaxb  said  that  the  persons  who  are  una- 
ble to  purchase,  settle  down  &  squatters  cm  the 
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puUic  lands.  Thoueh  the  Gorerament  was  au- 
thorized to  remove  mem,  that  power  was  seldom 
exercised. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  this  bill ;  bat,  if  it  was  to  pass,  he  should 
prefer  it  to  pass  with  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  there  was  a  numer- 
ous class  of  useful  citizens  who  would  be  relieved 
by  it,  6oe. 

Mr.  Otis  asked^  within  what  period  was  the 
settler,  referred  to  m  the  amendment,  to  make  his 
election  to  purchase ;  or  was  he  to  have  his  option 
forever  1 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  said  he  could  see  no 
obiection  to  the  amendment,  which  would  serve  to 
relieve  a  poor  and  meritonous  class  of  settlers. 
With  regard  to  the  election,  if  the  settler  did  not 
choose  to  enter  the  land,  any  other  individual 
would  and  might,  whenever  ne  thought  proper, 
enter  it  at  the  land  office  at  the  minimum  price. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  one  part  of  the  sales  of  lands  would  be  for  cash, 
and  the  other  on  the  credit  S3rstem.  He  was  in 
fiivor  of  an  uniformity  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  lands. 

Mr.  Bdwabds  said  his  object  was  to  provide 
for  the  poorer  class  of  our  citizens ;  not  only  for 
those  who  are  now  on  the  public  lands,  but  also 
for  those  who  may  remove  there.  In  relation  to 
those  who  are  able  to  purchase  by  making  prompt 
payment  he  cared  not.  A  man  would  not  remove 
were,  and  make  a  settlement,  if  he  was  able  to 
pay  at  all ;  because  he  was  liable,  whilst  making 
miprovements  o;i  it,  to  have  the  land  taken  over 
his  head. 

Mr.  LowRiE  said,  if  a  man  had  paid  one-fourth 
of  the  money  for  a  tract  of  land,  under  the  pro- 
posed amendment,  could  another  one  go  to  the  land 
office,  and,  by  paying  the  whole  amount  in  cash, 
turn  the  other  off?  No.  So  that,  in  fact,  every 
man  would  take  advantage  of  this  opening  to  get 
credit  ibr  his  purchase,  and  there  would  be  no  use 
in  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said,  if  this  bill  was  to  pass  at  all, 
he  thought  it  ouffht  to  be  with  both  the  amend- 
ments which  had  been  offered.  Under  the  present 
system,  the  land  being  offered  at  public  sale,  and 
tnere  being  no  bidder  at  the  minimum  price,  it 
.was  8ubj[ect  to  be  taken  by  any  one  who  chose  at 
the  minium  price.  The  amendment  ffave  no 
preference  to  tne  squatter,  until  the  land  should 
have  been  offered  at  public  sale.  If  the  land^was 
passed  by,  the  presumption  was  conclusive  that  it 
was  not  worth  the  Government  price ;  anc^  none 
but  such  lands  were  proposed  to  be  allowed  to  be 
purchased  on  the  credit  now  allowed.  The  lean- 
ing of  his  mind,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  however  against 
the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  said,  that  the  sys- 
tem of  cash  payments  would  operate  to  the  benefit 
oi  capitalists  exclusively,  and  unfavorably  to  the 
poor  man,  and  therefore  considered  this  amend- 
ment very  important 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  remarked  that 
no  gentleman  had  >  spoken  in  favor  of  this  amend- 
ment who  was  not  opposed  to  the  main  object  of 


the  bill.  He  presumed  the  object  was  to  make 
the  bill  so  unacceptable  that  even  its  friends  would 
not  vote  for  it.  The  amendment,  if  agreed  to, 
would  make  this  a  mongrel  system.  The  system 
ought  to  be  either  all  cash,  or  (as  it  now  m)  all 
cr«^it. 

Mr.  Otis  said  it  would  be  very  desirable  if  the 
Senate  could  be  permitted  to  decide  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  change  without  reference  to  details, 
wnich  change  the  simple  nature  of  the  question,  as 
do  all  the  amendments  which  have  been  offered. 
Was  it  not  better  to  decide,  separately,  on  partica- 
lar  cases  requiring  to  be  excepted  from  the  ffeaeiml 
rule?  He  should  be  sorry,  he  said,  to  see  tins  bill 
delayed,  because  he  recollected  what  had  taken 
place  in  consequence  of  a  delay  of  the  bill  to  so 
uite  a  period  of  the  last  session.  Let  the  Commit- 
tee on  rnblic  Lands  take  the  cases  of  hardship  un- 
der their  consideration.  Such  cases  there  might 
be,  and,  f<»  his  part,  he  was  disposed  to  look  at 
them  with  tenderness  and  kindness.  He  eould 
foresee  in  this  amendment,  should  it  be  adopted,  a 
ploitiful  crop  of  litigations  between  the  actual  set- 
tlers and  others,  ^tc,  and  a  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing who  may  be  a  honajide  actual  settler,  Ac. 
'  .Mr.  EnwARns  said,  with  rc^rd  to  the  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  he  could  assure 
him  that  the  object  of  his  amendment  was  not  to 
defeat  the  bill.  He  should  greatly  prefer,  he  ^id, 
confining  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  altogether 
to  actual  settlers;  for  he  considered  the  proposed 
modification  of  the  land  system  to  be  calculated 
to  give  an  evident  advantage  to  speculators  who 
have  the  command  of  large  moneyed  funds ;  and 
he  should  prefer  a  system  which  would  deny  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  to  any  man  who  was  not 
an  actual  settler.  With  regard  to  the  remark  that 
there  might  be  collisions  between  the  actual  set- 
tlers and  others,  it  could  not  i^ply,  because  the 
law  now  is  that  all  lands  settled  or  not  shall  be 
first  offered  at  public  sale;  and  it  was  not  until 
after  a  failure  to  sell  in  that  way  that  this  amend- 
ment would  apply.  But,  as  the  subject  seemed  to 
be  so  little  understood,  he  wished  the  bill  to  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Aner  some  conversation,  in  which  Mr.  Smith 
proiK»ed  a  longer  postponement,  and  Mr.  Lbakb 
and  Mr.  Lowrie  opposed  it,  the  bill  was  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 


Friday,  February  25. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Stevens  and  others,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  resoluti(»),  that  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition.  The  report  and  resola- 
tion  were  read. 

On  motion  by  .Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Sa- 
rah Dunn,  were  discharged  from  we  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to 
withdraw  her  petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reli^red  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city  of 
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New  Yoric ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  pcM^ned  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subjects  were  respectively  referred, 
rep(Hted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil ;  a 
ImII  for  the  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge ;  and 
also  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Ker- 
mion ;  and  the  l>ills  were  read,  and  seyerally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

SAVANNAH  SUFFERERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
|KMt  of  the  Committee  of  Finance,  on  die  memo- 
rial of  simdry  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savan- 
nah,  praying  a  remission  of  duties  on  goods  de- 
stroyed, dbc,  and  of  the  motion  relative  thereto, 
maoe  by  Mr.  Elliot,  of  C^rgia,  as  before  stated. 

This  motion  was  further  supported  by  34 r.  El- 
liot and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Qeorgia,  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Babboub  and  Mr.  Macon. 

The  question  thereon  being  taken,  it  was  de- 
xided  in  the  affirmative  by  21  voles  to  18. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Bobrill,  the  Senate  then 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bur- 
bill  to  recede  from  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  embrace  provisions  for  the  admission 
of  Missouri,  and  fpr  excluding  slaves  from  the 
Territories — 

A  discussion  arose  on  a  point  of  order  respect- 
ing the  division  of  this  question,  (as  yesterday  di- 
rected,) so  as  to  separate  the  question  respecting 
Missouri  from  that  respecting  the  Territories — ^it 
being  contended  by  Mr.  Burrill  that  the  whole 
amendment  was  an  unit,  the  second  part  depend- 
ingon  the  first,  and  therefore  indivisible. 

The  President  availed  himsdf  of  a  rule  of  the 
Senate  to  submit  the  question  'to  the  decision  of 
the  Senate.  And,  after  debate,  in  which  Messrs. 
Burrill,  Otis,  Barbour,  Walkbr  of  Alabama, 
LowBiE,^AooN,  Roberts,  Kimo  of  New  York, 
Smith,  and  Mobbil,  took  jpiL  the  question  ap- 
parently becoming  more  dimcoJt  in  the  course  of 
the  discussion,  it  was  at  length  determined,  on  the 
third  trial,  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
sub^t  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

ffUSTOM-HOUSE  BONDS. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Ti-easury : 

Tbiasubt  Dbpabtxxbt,  Feb.  23, 1820. 

SiB:  In  obedience  to  a  resoJotion  of  the  Senate,  of 
the  12th  of  February,  J  81 9,  directing  that  «*  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  lay  before  the  Senate,  as  early 
in  the  next  session  as  practicable,  an  abstract  of  all 
bonds  for  duties  on  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States,  which  shall  have  become  payable  and 
remain  unpaid  on  the  30th  day  of  September  next, 
exhibiting  in  such  abstract  the  date  of  eadTbond  and 
the  time  when  it  became  payable,  its  amount,  names 
of  the  obligors,  distingnishing  principals  from  sureties, 
and  the  district  of  the  customs  in  which  taken,  toge- 
tber  with  such  information  as  willahow  how  touch*  or 
whsi  p«rts  of  sQoh  bonds  are  irrecoverable  and  lost  to 
the  United  States^"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  sUte- 


ments  A,  B,  C,  and-D,  and  a  letter  from  the  Register 
of  the  Treasury  presenting  the  general  result  of  state-, 
ments  A  and  D.  From  the  latter  statement,  it  ap- 
peurs  that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  has  accrued 
from  the  customs,  from  the  commencement  of  the 
present  Gofemment  to  the  end  of  the  year  1619,  k 
estimated  at  $861,329,799  53.  From  sUtement  A, 
it  appears  that  the  amount  of  revenue  lost  by  the  in- 
solvency of  persons  who  became  bound  for  the  pay- 
ment of  duties  is  estimated  at  $1,087,356  64,  and  that 
which  is  doubtful  at  the  sum  of  $540,969  20.  These 
sums  together  are  not  quite  equal  to  45-100  of  one 
per  cent,  upon  the  aggregate  revenue  which  has  ac- 
crued since  the  organisation  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment. Statement  B  shows  the  amount  which  is  esti- 
mated to  have  been  lost  to  the  Government  by  the 
misconduct  of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of 
the  revenue  arising  from  imports  and  tonnage.  State- 
ment C  exhibits  the  amount  of  loss  from  the  coOectors 
of  the  internal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  and  receivers 
of  public  moneys.  These  sums  form  an  aggregate 
amount  nearly  equal  to  that  which  is  exhibited  in 
statement  A.  Documents  from  one  to  seventy-one, 
inclusive,  contain  abstracts  of  the  bonds  put  in  suit  in 
the  several  collection  districts  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  intended  to  have  presented  a  statement  of 
the  sums  which  are  estimated  to  have  been  lost  by 
the  misapplication  of  the  public  money  by  the  officers 
of  the  Government  employed  in  disbursing  it;  but  it 
has  been  ascertained  that  the  statement  cannot  be 
prepared  during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt  that  the  losses 
arising  from  this  source  greatly  exceed  those  which 
have  been  incurred  in  the  collection. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

Hon.  Pbxsidxiit  of  the  Senate. 

The  letter  and  documents  yrere  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 


Saturday,  February  26. 

}At.  DiCKBRsoN  presented  the  petition  of  I^ 
Stuart  and  others,  prayins  for  the  establishment 
of  a  certain  pos^t  rotite ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  RoBEBTS  presented  the  petition  of  Anna 
Maria  Nippes  9M  others,  executors  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  who  was  a  contractor  for  the 
manufacture  and  delivery  of  a  certain  number  of 
stands  of  anus,  and  iNraying  further  remuneration 
for  those  delivered  under  said  contract;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  a 
number  of  merchants  and  citizens  of  Phfladdphia. 
on  the  subject  of  auction  sales ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufkctures. 

Ths  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Giles,  of  the  city 
of  New  York;  and  the  farther  considerati<m 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  bill  for  the  fdief  of  Bartholomew  Dnvevge; 
the  bill  for  the  i^ef  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion  $ 
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and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil,  were 
aererally  read  the  seeond  time. 

PRINTING  THE  LAWS,  Ac. 

The  unfavorable  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  on  the  petition  ci  Bioren  and  Lucas, 
(w^o  propose  to  pfint  a  5th  yolixme  of  the  Laws 
of  the  United  St|ite$,  if  encouraged  by  Congress,) 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  unfavorable  report  on  the  memorial  of 
Bioren  and  DeKrafft,  (who  prdpose  to  rqiublish 
the  Journal  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,) 
was  al^  taken  up. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reverse  the 
report,  on  the  ground  of  the  importance  of  this 
pi^  of  the  public  records,  of  which,  he  said,  there 
was  at  present  but  a  single  copy  in  the  Library  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Smith  stated  the  grounds  of  the  report, 
viz.,  the  voluminous  nature  of  the  publication,  and 
great  ezpensiveness,  when  compared  with  its  utility 
or  necessity. 

Mr.  BoBRiLL  opposed  the  motion  to  reverse  the 
report  He  disapproved  of  the  general  practice  of 
having  books  printed  for  the  use  of  members  of 
Conoress,  at  the  puUic  expense;  and  thought  it 
had  been  already  carried  too  far. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion, 
urging  the  pro|)riety  of  agreemg  to  it,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  tiirnishing  books  to  m  the  private  prop- 
erty of  members,  but  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
to  all  the  members  the  means  of  reference  to  this 
Journal,  which  it  was  so  often  necessary  to  consult. 

The  motion  to  reverse  the  report  was  negatived, 
and  the  r^x>rt  itself  was  agreed  to. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  asain  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
disagreeing  to  the  amendment  of  this  body  to  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 
[This  amendment  embraces  nine  sections,  the  first 
ei^ht  of  which  contain  provisions  for  the  admission 
#rMis80uri  into  the  Union ;  the  9th  prohibits  the 
fuither  introduction  of  slavery  info  the  territories 
of  the  United  Slates.] 

The  question  of  order  on  the  susceptibility  of 
division  of  a  question  on  a  motion  to  recede,  so  as 
to  take  it  separately  and  successively  on  each  part, 
being  yet  un^r  consideration,  Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Bor- 
MLL,  and  Mr.  Morril,  successively  spoke  ^ briefly 
on  thequestion:  wheiK 

On  notion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  February  28. 
Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to 
whom  the  subyeots  were  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  rdiicf  of  Frederick  Goetz  and  Carl  W. 
Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nifmes, 
deceased ;  aadthe  biU  was  read,  and  it  passed  to 
the  aeoond  reading.       - 

^  Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
wasrefcnedihe  iietition  of  Alexander  McCormiek, 
of  the  aky  of  Wa«hiiifflQn^  pnyuf  indemnifica- 
.tioMofilpsfes  sustainedV  thepknuleraaiddenruc- 


tion  of  goods  and  merchandise  by  the  British  troops 
in  1814,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resoln- 
tion  that  the  prayer  ot  the  petitioner  oi^^t  not  to 
be  granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  signed  1^  a 
great  nmaber  of  inhabitants  of  the  comities<if  Berks 
and  Montgomery,  in  jthe  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
praying  for  the  establishment  of  a  certain  post  road ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  the  Post  OfBce  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Clark,  widow  of  the  late  Major  John  Clark, 
praying  that  she  may  allowed  the  pensioato  wUch 
he  was  entitled  by  law ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  petitioii 
of  Harriet  Shackerly,  Saran  Shackerly,  and  Maary 

Shaokerly,the< «       ^.     •     . 

who  was  slain ' 


in  the  service  of  the  Uniti 
States,  in  the  rencontre  between  the  £riffalfe  ChBsa- 
peake  and  ship  Lec^Nurd,  and  praying  rdief  in  con- 
sideration thereof;  and  the  pedtion  was  xead,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Navii  Afiaiss. 

Mr.  Mbllen  presented  the  petition  of  WiUiam 
March,  of  Hampden,  in  the  District  of  Maihe,  pray- 
ing compensation  for  taking  care  of  the  batt^  at 
Castine,  as  stated  in  the  petition :  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  or  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Mississippi,  communicated  a 
rcisolution  of  the  Legislature  or  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, on  the  subject  of  a  port  of  entry  and  delivery 
at  or  near  the  mouth  or  Pascagoola  river ;  and 
also  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  a  poit  of  entry 
at  the  mouth  of  Pearl  river ;  and  the  resdutions 
were  severally  read,  and  respectivdy  reftsned  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Mant^cbibres; 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  the  ft^owing  motion -for 
consideration ;  -  - 

Resoltedj  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lsnd<  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedtenej  of  making 
tpprofniations  of  land  for  the  suppoft  and  encourage- 
meat  of  literary  iostitotione  within  the  Units  «f  Am 
old  States,  corresponding  with  the  proviiions  hsfSIa* 
fore  made  for  the  same  purpose  within  the  limits  of 
the  new  States* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rraort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Aquila  Oiles,  of  tiie  citir  of 
New  York ;  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  IOno,  of  New 
York,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabre. 

The  biU  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  was  taken  up,  and  was  post- 
poned to  and  made  the  ord^  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  Mil  for  the  reli^ 
of  Chnstopher  Fowler ;  and,  on  motion  Tnr  Mr. 
BuRRiLL,  the  further  consideration  there^  was 
postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert 
Newsom,,  of  Kittery,  in  Mas^sachusetts.  pcayinjr  a 
pension,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  i^oiur 
tion  that  the  prayer  of  the  nstitifMier  might  not  to 
hegsai^Bd%'   The  rsport  and  resdution  wwen^i^ 
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TIm  Vill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  Tolun^ 
teen  ciMged  in  the  late  campaign  against  the 
Semmofe  Indians  was  taken  up.  Mr;  Eatok 
commenced  some  explanations  nespecting  it ;  but 
the  Senate  af^iearing  too  mneh  absorbed  in  the 
affiur  of  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill'  to  gire 
attention  to  it,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  subject  was  postponed. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 

The  Senate  nroceeded  again  to  consider  the 
question  on  receaing  from  the  amendments  made 
hy  the  Soiate,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Repreaentatiyes,  to  the  bill  for  the"  admission  of 
Mwie  into  the  Union. 

[These  amendments  embrace  two  distinct  mea- 
sures} the  one  admitting  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
the  other  prohibiting  me  future  transportation  of 
^yes  into  the  Territories  of  the  United  States.] 

The  question  of  order,  depending  on  the  last 
adjournment,  was,  after  a  few  remarks  on  it  by 
Mr.  Wilson,  by  a  yote  of  22  to  17,  decided  in  fa^ 
Tor  of  die  diyisibility  of  the  question  of  recession 
&om  the  amendments  of  the  Senate. 

The  (question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
on  receding  from  so  much  of  the  amendments  of 
tbe  Senate  as  proyides  lor  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  and  decided  as  follows : 

.  Far  reeedinff — MtMun.  BarriU,  Dana,  Dickenmn, 
HotfTf,  HoDtor,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Loiv- 
lie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palraer ,  Parh>tt,  Bo- 
bivta,  Ruggles,  Sanfbrd,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
and  Wiiion— 21. 

Agamit  rtce^Rmg — Meaurs.  Barbonr,  Brown,  Ea* 
ton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  AIabama»  Leake,  Lloyd, 
Logan,  Macon,  Finkney,  Pleasants,,  Smith,  Stoles, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee— ^8. 

So  the  Soiate  refused  (eyery  monber  of  Ae 
S^DAte  being  in  his  seat)  to  recede  from  this  part 
of  its  amen£nents. 

The  question  was  then  tdcen^  ako  without  de- 
bate, on  the  receding  firom  so  much  as  r^ards  the 
i]thiDition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  ofthe  Uni- 
ted States  nor^  of  36  dmees  30  minutes  north 
latitude,  and  decided  as  foflows: 

TxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Haoon, 
IColAe,  Pleasants,  Banlbrd,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi-'ll. 

Nats— Messrs.  Brown,  Bnrrilt,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
BtttOD,  Edwards,  Horsey,  Honter,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, lohnson  of  Louinana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  Jfew  Yoric,  Lanraauj  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Low- 
fii,  Mclleii,  Morrill,  Otis,  Pabncr,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Biriifrts^Ruggies,  8toke%  Thoouw,  Tichenor,  Trfau 
ble.  Van  IWke*,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Ten- 
nossss,  and  WUson-^-Sd. 

So  the  Senatere^ised  to  recede  firom  this  or  any 
]Murt  of  its  amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
aion  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

On  miHian  of  Mn  Babbour,  the  Senate  then 
detexmined  to  insist  on  the  fost  /elatise  of  its 
ajBCButeenisvai^  en  motion  of  Mr.  Robbbt«|  it 
dBtenniBi^  in  like  manner,  to  insist  on  the  latter 
clause  of  its  amendments.    And  the  Secretary  was 


instructed  to  inform  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
accordingly. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  Senate  then  resimied  the  consideration  of 
the  IhU  for  changing  the.  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands  from  credit  to  cash  sales. 

The  amendment  moyed  by  Mr,  Edwabds  on 
Thursday  last  being  yet  imder  consideration,  in 
the  following  words,  vix: 

jind  be  it  further  enaeted,  That  any  person  who 
now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  an  aetual  bonaftde  set* 
tier  upon  any  quarter  section  of  land  which  shall  have 
been  previously  exposed  to  poblic  8«de,  and  remain  un- 
sold, shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  such  quarter  sec- 
tion in  the  same  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  were 
heretofore  authorized  by  law. 

A  debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messrs^  Otib^ 
Noble,  Kino  of  New  York,  Edwabbb,  Ruoglbb, 
JonnBON  of  Kentucky,  Lowbib^  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, Lbakb,  and  Raton,  took  part. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  die  same  was  then 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Lou- 
isiana, King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Noble,  Pink- 
ney,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  and  Walker  of  Ahh 
bam*— IS. 

NATs-^Measrs.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Eaton,  Ellioty  Gaillard,  Hofsey,  Hunter,  King  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Mor- 
rfl,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Rugglasi 
8anfi>rd,  Taylor,  Tiehenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke^  Walk* 
er  of  Georgia,  WUliams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  and  Wilson— 8  L 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to.       ^, 
Mr.  Walkbb,  of  Alabama,  then  renewed  the 
motion  he  made  a  few  daysvBgp  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  thereto  the  following :   . 

<*  That  purchasers  of  pablio  landa^  which  shaU  haye 
been  sold  prior  to  the  — *•  day  of  — *—  next,  shall  bo 
permitted  to  ibiffeit  and  surrender  the  same  More  the 
day  of  final  payment,  by  delivering  their  oertificatas  to. 
the  register,  and  endorsing  thereon  their  consent  that 
the  land  therein  described  shall  be  resold;  whereupon 
the  Said  certificates  shall  be  considered  as  canceUedy 
and  the  lands  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  havo  re- 
verted to  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  disposed  of» 
in  all  respects,  like  other  reverted  or  forfeited  lan^, 
according  to  the  prorisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this 
act ;  but,  if  such  lands  should  sell  for  more  than  ono 

dollar  «nd oents  per  acM,  the  excess  shsll  bo 

paldoverlothelbntterceitifieale  holders:  Propided, 
That  such  oxoessidiall  not  be  greater  than  the  amount 
previonsly  paid. on  such  cortificsEte." 

Wheuj  on  motion  of  Bilr.  Looan,  (to  give  time 
for  consideration  of  amendments  to  protect  the 
actual  settler,  Ac,,^  which  he  thought  mi^ht  be 
made,)  to  postpone'the  bill  to  Friday  next,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negatire,  20  to  19. 

And  then,  without  opposition,  it  was  postponed, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan,  to  Wednesday  next,  and 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  that  day. 

THE  MAINE  BILL. 
The  Senaterwas  abont  toadyeum^when  the 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rq«eieiUi^i;?«8  preaanted 
himself  at  the  door,  with  a  message,  that  the 
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House  of  Representatives  had  insisted  on  their 
disagreoQient  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  Maine  bill. 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  that  a  committee  of 
conference  be  appointed,  to  confer  with  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  subject. 

Hereupon  commenced  a  debate^  characterized 
by  some  vehemence  and  warm  ieelmg. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama- and  Mr.  Smith,  were 
in  favor  of  adherence,  which  forecloses  confer- 
ence; Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  spoke  in  explana- 
tion, and  Messrs.  Barbour,  Thomas,  Johnson  of 
Kentucky,  LowRiB,  Morril,  Dana,  Eaton,  Ma- 
con, and  Mellbn,  successively  supported  the  con- 
ference. 

The  debate  resulted  in  this :  that  a  motion  for 
deferring  the  question  was  ne^tived,  and  the  Sen- 
ate vot^,  not  without  opposition^  but  without  di- 
viding, to  request  a  conference  vnth  the  House  of 
Representatives. 
.  The  Senate  then  balloted  for  managers  thereof 
on  their  part,  and  Messrs.  Thomas,  PiNknby,  and 
Barbour,  were  duly  elected. 


Toebday,  February  29. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rdferred  the  petition  of  Alexander  liif  cCormick^  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  praying  indemnification 
for  losses  sustained  by  the  plunder  and  destruction 
of  goods  and  merchandise  by  the  British  troops  in 
1814,  and  the  resolution  having  been  amended,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
draw his  papers. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Robert  Newsom,  of  Kitterly, 
in  Massachusetts,  praying  a  pension,  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the 
petition  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  29th  instant,  "  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  appropriations  of  land  for  the 
support  and  encouragement  of  literary  institutions 
within  the  limits  of  the  old  States,  corresponding 
with  the  provisions  heretofore  made  for  the  same 
purpose  within  the  limits  of  the  new  States,"  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and 
Carl  W.  Wes^al,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  tiie  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  \  and  the  consideration  thereof  vTas  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  S^ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Thursday  nexi 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnuttee  of  the 
Whdfty.tiie  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  better 


regulation  of  th^  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,  and 
the  same  having  been  amended  was  reported  to 
the  House ;  and,  the  amendment  bein^  concurred 
in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Prebident  communicated  a  letter  irom  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  an 
abstract  of  the  emoluments  and  expenditures  i<x 
the  year  1819,  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  col- 
lection of  the  customs ;  which  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  continue  in  force  for  a  further  time  the  act, 
entitied  'An  act  for  establishing  trading  houses 
with  the  Indian  tribes ;"  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  VTieis  reported  to  the  Rouse, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading.  It  was  read  a  third 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pinknet,  the  memorial  of 
the  President  and  Managers  of  the  American  Col- 
onization Society,  presented  on  the  2d  instant,  was 
referred  to  a  select  committee,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  by  bill  or  otherwise  j  and  Messrs. 
Pinknet,  King,  and  Roberts,  were  appointed 
the  committee. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Ephraim 
Hart,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  praying  payment 
for  a  certain  certificate  issued  by  the  deputy  quar* 
termaster  for  the  State  of  Virginia^  dated  the  12th 
June,  1781,  for  one  hundred  and  fifty-one  pounds 
twelve  shillings  ai^d  sixpenee  Virginia  currency ; 
and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  or  Claims. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitied  "An 
act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and,  after  progress,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  tiie  bill,  entitied  "An 
act  altering  the  place  of  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  the  district  of  Ohio;]'  and  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto^  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Walter  Channing ;  and  tiie  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Thurday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Robert  Purdy ;  and  no  amendment  having  been 
made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  additkn  to 
an  act  entitied  "An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Estabushment,"  and  the  same  hsvmg  been  amend- 
ed, it  v\ras  reported  to  the  House ;  and,  the  amend- 
ment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  tiie 
Whole,  tiie  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  McNeil;  and  no  amendment  havings 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  Hoose^ 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 
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The  Senate  resomed,  us  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  Barthdomew  Durerge;  and  no  amendment 
having  heen  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Home,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  tmie. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Oonunittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Labedoyerede  Kermion^  and  no  amendment 
bayiog  beak  made  thoeto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
Hobse^and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  tmie. 

Mr.  Noble  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration^ 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  die  Treasury  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  exhibit- 
ing the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent  fund  arising  f|rom 
the  tale  of  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Indiana,  and  also  the  amount  of  said  fund  arising  from 
the  sale  of  public  lands  within  the  State  of  Illinois, 
which  was  reserved  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads 
leading  to  the  States,  and  to  be  applicable  under  the 
directioa  of  Congress. 


holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Ohio,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Purdy  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the -better  regulation  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indian  tribes  was  read  a  third  time^  and 


WEUNEsnAY,  March  1. 

Mr.  Dana  presented  die  petition  of  Peter  Car- 
deHi,  a  native  of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now  a 
resident  at  the  City  of  Washine^on,  in  the  bistrict 
of  Columbia,  a  sculptor  by  profession,  praying  that 
a  law  may  be  passed  securing  to  him  and  all  other 
artists  of  his  profession  the  tenefit  of  their  own  la- 
bors^ for  the  same  time  allowed  to  authors  for  ex- 
clusive property  in  their  writings ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition  of  Sally 
Jackson,  of  Portsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshire,  widow  of  Samuel  Jackson,  deceased, 
who  was  capered  on  board  a  private  armed  vessel 
during  the  late  war,  and  sent  to  England,  and  died 
Uiere  m  prison  the  fourteenth  of  April,  1814,  pray- 
ing that  the  relief  granted  by  the  second  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  in  addition  to  an  act 
giving  pensions  to  the  orphans  and  widows  of  per- 
sons mm  in  the  public  or  private  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States,"  may  be  granted  unto  her ;  and 
the  petition  was  read^  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Afllurs. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Timberlake,  praying  provision  for  an  equitable 
adjustment  of  his  accounts,  as  purser,  with  the 
Navy  Department ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration: 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiiirs  be 
initracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  abolition  of  the  system  of  Indian  trade,  estab- 
lished by  law  of  the  second  of  March,  1811,  which  has 
been  continued  in  force  until  the  third  of  March,  1831, 
and  for  the  disposition  of  the  goods  and  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  payment  of  me  pro- 
ceeds thereof  and  of  the  funds  vested  in  this  trade^ 
into  the  Treasury* 

The  bill,  entitlad  ^An  act  ahering  the  place  of 


The  bill  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
xegulatin^  the  Post  Office  Establishment,"  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  die  relief  of  Bartholomew  Duverge 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere  de  Kermion 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNeil  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  5  and  the  consideration  thereof  was  further 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  petition  of 
the  corporation  and  citizens  of  the  town  of  Clai- 
borne, m  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  the  dona- 
tion of  certain  lots  in  said  town  tor  public  pur- 
poses ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mark  Richards;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  Mil  for. the  relief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute.  and 
John  Nicholls;  and  the  further  consideration  tnere- 
of  was  postponed  until  Tuesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to 
Richard  Willcoxj  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Frederick  Groetz  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and  of 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Nippes,  deceased;  and,  no 
amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  w:as  re- 
ported to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Dana, 

Ordered,  That  three  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  Representatives, of  March  1st, 
1819,  comprehending  statements  in  relation  to  the  con- 
dition of  the  Bankrof  the  United  States,  and  its  offices; 
also  statements  in  relation  to  the  situation  of  the  diflfor- 
ent  chartered  banks  in  the  different  States  and  the 
District  of  Columbia,  dec,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

WESTERN  ROAD  FUND. 

A  resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by  Mr.  No- 
ble, was  taken  up,  and  modified,  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : 

Resohtd,  That  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury  bo  di- 
rected to  lay  before  the  Senate  a  sUtement  exhibiting 
the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent  fund  arising  ftcm  the 
sale  of  the  public  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  In- 
diana, within  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  within  the  Slate 
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of  lUinoii;  and  also  the  amount  of  4aid  fund  arbing 
from  the  sale  of  public  lands  within  the  State  of  lUi- 
nois,  which  was  resenred  for  the  purpose  of  making 
roads  leading  to  the  States,  and  to  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Noble  said  that  he  would  briefly  state  his 
reasons  for  offering  the  resolution.  It  would  be 
recollected  by  the  Senate,  that,  by  the  "  act  of 
^  Congress  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Indiana 
"*  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  go vern- 
^  ment,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 

*  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 

*  States,"  certain  propositions  were  offered  to  the 
people  of  the  Terntory,  for  their  acceptance  ox  re- 
jection. The  proposi^ons  were  accepted;  and 
the  third  provides,  that  five  per  cent,  arising  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within  the  State 
should  be  reserved  for  making  roads  and  canals, 
of  which  three-fifths  should  be  applied'  to  that  ob' 
ject  within  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  and  two-fifths  to  the 
making  of  roads  leading  to  the  State,  under  the 
direction  of  Congress.  In  Illinob,  two  per  cent, 
arising  from  the  same  source,  were  to  be  applied 
in  making  roads  leading  to  the  State.  Coi^ess, 
in  passing  a  law  to  carry  into  effect  the  above  pro- 
position, and  to  authorize  the  payment  of  the  three 
per  cent,  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  declared  that, 
unless  the  State  should  exhibit  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  a  statement  showing  the  annual  ap- 
pUcatton  of  the  fund  to  the  objects  intended,  the 
payment  should  be  withheld  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.  It  is  then  but  faur,  in  carrying  into 
effect  the  proposition,  the  scales  of  justice  should  be 
equal  and  reciprocal  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Indiana,  as  also  Illinob,  and  that 
the  two  per  cent,  should  be  annually  ^plied  to 
the  object  intended.  The  Committee  on  Koads  and 
canals  have  the  subject  before  them,  "to  continue 

*  the  road  from  Wheding  to  the  seat  of  govem- 

*  ment  for  Ohio^  to  the  contemplated  seat  of  gov- 
'  eminent  for  Indiana;  to  the  seat  of  government 
«  for  Illinois,  ■and  thence  to  St  Charles."  What 
the  committee  would  do,  he  said,  he  could  not  say; 
but  it  was  important  to  ascertain  from  the  Treas- 
ury Department  the  amount  of  the  fond,  that  the 
Senate,  as  well  as  the  committee,  might  be  better 
informed  how  far  the  fund  would  warrant  the 
measure  or  extend  the  road.  He  said,  that,  as 
the  resolution  in  its  operation  only  went  to  ascer- 
tain the  amount  of  the  fund,  whether  his  views 
were  correct  or  incorrect  in  regard  to  the  proposi- 
tion before  alluded  to,  an4  the  annual  application 
of  the  fund  by  Congress,  he  hoped  the  Senate 
would  adopt  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

SALE  Of  PUBUC  LAND& 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  Babbouh,  said  that,  UAder  existing  circum- 
stances with  respect  to  another  question  (the  Mis- 
souri question)  he  did  not  feel  in  the  humor  at 
present  to  legislate  on  this  bill,  which,  at  any  other 
vwKomtf  he  dioold  have  regarded  as  a  very  impor- 
tant one.  Unless  something  should  be  done  on  the 


other  subject  to  which  he  had  referred^Jte,  £(>totk% 
was  willing,  a£ter  passing  the  aanual  apptofiriatioa 
law,  that  CoDgressshould  return  atosoetotheircoi^ 
stituents  ai^  tak^  their  senseon  the  course  punsedi 
by  Congress.  During  the  last  session,  he,  said  he 
had:  been  of  opinion  that  a  chants  in  the  mode -of 
di^posin^  of  the  public  lands  was  proper;,  since 
which  time,  however,  a  great  revototion  in  Iht 
pecuniary  concernsof  this  eouatry  had  taken  plaee» 
It  was  now  said,  that  a  sreat  debt  was  owing  io 
the  Government  for  public  lands,  and  that  the 
debtors  were  unable  to  discharge  it;  knd  it  is  at 
the  same  time  proposed  to  sell  no  lands  in  future 
but  for  money.  What  would  be  the  consequence? 
The  valuable  land  would  soon  be  bought  up  by  a 
few  monopolists,  who  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to 
acquire  money  wherewith  to  nurchase.  Under 
present  circumstances,  at  least,  Mr.  B.  said  he  ha4 
no  di^sition  to  act  on  this  subject.  If,  fortu« 
nately  for  the  country,  the  other  subject  should 
take  a  direction  which  he  now  began  to  hope  it 
would,  he  was  willing  to  take  this  subject  moet 
seriously  into  consideration.  For  the  present,  he 
moved  to  postpone  it  to  Monday  next 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  agreed  to, 
without  further  debate.  Mr.  Kimo,  of  New  Yuck, 
rose,  but  did  not  catch  the  President's  eye  before  . 
the  ouestion  was  put  His  object,  he  stated,  waa 
merdy  to  have  put  in  a  little  protestation  against 
arresting  the  progress  of  public  business 

Mr.  Otis  said,  if  it  was  understood  that  no  busi^ 
ness  was  to  be doneuntil  the  other  buainess referred.' 
to  came  to  «  consummation,  the  Senate  Hiiffbt  as 
weH  adjourn  to-day,  without  attempting  to  tULe  up 
any  business. 

/       FORFEITURE  OF  LANDS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  considwation  of  the  bill  farther  to -sub*- 
pend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  sale  or  .forfeiture  of 
lands,  for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  there- 
on. 

'Mr.  BuaRiLL,  in  order  to  bnng  it  into  the  view 
of  the  Senate,  in  connexion  with  the  bill  for  chang-r 
um  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to: 
w£kich  it  had  some  affinity,  moved  to  postpone  this 
bill  also  until  Mcmday  next 

Mr.  Noble  and  Mr.  Thoiia8  opposed  the  poet-' 
ponement  The  present  law  on  the  subjeot  would 
expire  on  the  81st  of  the  present  monlh ;  andj 
even  if  this  bill  passed  to-dav,  there  would  soarcdy  ^ 
be  time,  after  its  receiving  the  assent  «f  the  ofher/ 
House,  to  give  information  of  its  passage  to  the 
several  lan^  officer 

Mr.  BuRBiLL  said  he  was  not  disinclined  to  give 
indulgence  to  the  debtors  for  public  lands;  but  he 
doubted  whether  the  present  mode  of  doing  it  was 
the  best  that  could  ^be  devised.  Under  the  pres^at 
system  ttoe  would  be  no  end  to  the  poatponeneiit 
of  payment^-the  debt  beoonung  heavier  every  da|r 
by  the  intefest  being  added  to  the  principal.  Aa 
to  the  shortness  of  time,  Mr.  B.  said  he  presumed 
those  who  had  charge  of  the  land  offices  woiihi  • 
hardly  proceed  to  immediate  forfeiture,  though  the  • 
law  <H  mdnlgeBee  should  expire  before  they  heard 
of  the  renewal  of  it 
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Proc$edinff9, 


Mr.  IluoGLBs  ojqx)8ed  tlie  postponement.  If 
any  thing  were  done  by  Congress  on  the  sabject, 
it  was  essentially  necessary  that  it  should  be  dbne 
now.  He  regretted  much  that  the  other  land  bill 
had  been  postponed.  That  bill  was  precisely  the 
same  as  had  passed  this  House  at  the  last  session, 
hj  a  la^  majority,  and  he  thought  might  have 
been  easily  acted  on  to-day.  Bu?  he  hoped  this 
bill  would  not  also  be  postponed,  there  being  no 
necessary  connexion  between  the  twa 

BIr.  Bdbbill  withdrew  hb  motion  for  postpone- 
ment, to  oblige  the  friends  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LoWBiB  felt  himself  reluctantly  obliged  to 
renew  the  motion  to  postpone.  If  the  question 
should  new  be  taken  on  the  bill,  he  said  he  must 
Tote  againsC  it.  It  was  time,  if  the  pireseni  system 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  ims  to  be  retain* 
ed,  that  it  snould  be  made  to  operate,  without  eon- 
tinoal  lodslation  on  it  and  procrasdnatton  of  pay- 
ment. .  But,  if  the  bill  for  cash  sales  should  pass, 
he  said  he  would  go  every  length  to  accommodate 
tke  present  debtors  for  lands,  and  give  them  every 
reasonable  indulgence. 

Mr.  finwABna  said  if  gentlemen  would  assign, 
their  reasons  why  this  bill  should  not  pass^  he  was 
ready  to  meet  them.  But,  he  said,  let  every  measure 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  and  do  not  dela]^  this  biU 
that  ano^ier  may  be  first  passed.  Either,  the 
debtors  fi^r  public  lands  are,  from  the  situation  of 
the  countrvy  entitled  to  relief,  or  they  are  not  If 
they  axe,  tl^y  ought  not  to  be  debarred  from  it  by 
coaaideiations  connected  with  another  bill.  What 
-vcsis  now  tlie  situation  of  the  country  where  the 
money  was  due?  During  the  last  session  of  Con^ 
gress  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  directed 
certain  money  to  he  received  in  payment  at  the 
several  land  offices.  Such  money  had  been  gen- 
erally procured  by  the  debUnrs.  But  now,  when 
they  had  to  jwy  it,  scarcdy  arir  other  money  would 
be  j'eeeived  at  the  land  office  out  the  paper  of  the 
Btok  of  the  United  Stales.  But,  it  appeared  to 
him,  sentlemen  meant  to  hold  this  bill  in  terrorem^ 
to  induce  those  who  were  opposed  to  a  change  in 
the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  to  vote 
for  that  measure— for  he  had  always  understood 
there,  was  no  objection  to  the  present  bill  on  its 
own  merits.  To  the  other  there  was  strong  objec- 
tion, and  he  expressed  some  doubts  of  its  passage^ 

Mr.  King,  ot  New  York,  expressed  the  opinion, 
that  before  the  Senate  went  any  fuHher,  they 
ougki  to  see  what  were  the  merits  or  defects  of 
the  present  system,  and  legislate  on  them  if  neces- 
sary. rThe  arffeiley  of  thia  bill  was  not  so  ^rreat  as 
rqproe&ted.  The  present  act  would  be  in  fbxoe 
imtil  the  31tt  instant,  and,  if  this  bill  pasted  into 
a  law  before  that  day^  no  forfeiture  wocdd  ensue. 
It  was  important  that  the  pnnoipk  of  the  present 
land  system  should  be  examined  before  the  passaee 
'of  this  biH.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  (Mr. 
Edwards)  had  nr^icted  some  uncertainty  as  to 
the  fate  or  the  bill  for  cash  payments.  This,  Mr. 
K.  said,  he  was  very  sorry  to  hear.  It  would  be  a 
vexy  great  change  in  the  Senate,  if  a  majority 
should  be  found  opposed  to  that  bill ;  it  had  pass- 
ed at  the  last  session  by  a  great  majority,  after, 
much  deliberation — though  it  was  certainly  due  to 


that  gentleman  to  say  that  he  had  peisevered  to'the 
last  moment  in  his  zealous  opposition  to  it.  iifr. 
K.  said  he  should  de^ly  regret  the  failure  of  this 
measure;  for,  said  he,  I  know  of  no  measure  about 
which  we  ought  to  be  more  solicitous  than  the 
passage  of  that  bill.  With  regard  to  the  partic- 
ular  bill  before  the  Senate,  he  thought  its  passage 
idmost  a  matter  of  course.  But,  he  should  wkh 
first  to  see  the  fate  of  the  other.  With  regard. to 
the  objection  to  making  one  measure  dependent 
on  another,  h^  taking  them  together,  &c.,  that, 
Mr*  K.  said,  was  an  arffumeot  which  the  gentler^ 
man  from  Illinois  could  answer  better  than  he 
could.  He  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  his  be- 
lief, that,  if  the  bill  were  now  [postponed,  it  would 
present  itself  hereafter  under  circumstances  more 
iavorable  to  its  passage  than  at  present. 

Mr.  Edwards  said  if  the  Senate  alone  had  to 
decide  on  the  land  bill,  he  was  willing  to  concede 
the  probability  of  its  passage.  But,  lastyear^it 
passed  the  Senate  and  failed  ia  the  other  House; 
and  he  had  reason  to  think  that  the  probabilitT.ot 
its  doing  so  at  the  present  session  was  greater  tnan 
it  was  at  the  last 

Mr.  Trimblb  moved  to  la3r  this  bUl  on  the  tal^ 
with  a  view  to  jreconsideration  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  Cash  Sales  Bill. 

The  motion  was  negative  19  votes  to  17.' 

The  question  ^>n  postooninff  the  Indulffenee  BUI 
to  Monday,  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
17  to  14. 


Thursday,  March  2. 

A  report  was  received  from  the.  Seoretarr  of 
War.  OB  the  petition  of  Robert  Swartwout,  wnich . 
had  been  referred  to  him,  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  petitioner  is  entitled  to  relief,  (req[)eeting 
the  negotiation  of  certain  Treasury  notes  for  the 
use  of  the  Q^iartermaster's  D«)aitmeat  of  the 
Army  during  the  late  war.)  The  report  and  p&* 
tition  wore,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanpord,  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  &no,  of  New  York,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Barker,  who  has  a  petition  depend- 
ing before  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  connected . 
wuh  the  trauisactions  respecting  the  loans  during 
the  late  war,  it  was 

lUiolivedj  That  the  Secnetary  of  the  Treasury  Uy 
hefme  the  Senate  a  cop]r  of  the  letter  from  G.  W. 
Campbell,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  Jacob 
Barker,  dated  May  2d,  1814 

Mr.  RuooLEs,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaiauL 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H,  Piatt ;  and  the  bill  was 
read^  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mx.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subjects  were  referred^  reported  a  hill 
for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  LanguiUe ;  and  also  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Pellett;  and  the  hUls 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading.  ^ 

Mr.  RoRfiBTS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  a  number  jof 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  inhabitants  of  Mieh- 
igan  Territory,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
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resolution,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Qreer,  stating  that  he  had  discovered  an  important 
imi^ovement  in  the  boring  of  gun-barrels,  and  pro- 
posing to  communicate  the  same  to  Qovemment 
upon  certain  conditions ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  1st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the  present  system  of  Indian 
trade,  and  ajs^e^  thereta. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Goetz  and 
Carl  yf,  Westphal,  and  of  the  heirs  of  Abraham 
Nippes,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Conffress  to  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  Maine  into  the  Union ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Dana,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was 
next  taken  up,  and  debated  at  some  length.  It 
proposes  to  refimd  certain  moneys  paid  for  duties 
on  the  importation  of  a  quantity  of  saltpetre,  sup- 

Sosed  to  nave  been  inequitably,  if  not  illegally, 
emanded  and  received  by  the  collector. 

This  bill  was  supported  oy  Messrs.  Dana,  Pink- 
NEY,  Macon,  and  Otis,  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Eaton  and  Logan. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  bill  providing  for  taking  the  fourth  census, 
or  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  passed  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  was 
then  taken  up. 

Mr.  Roberts  proposed  an  amendment  requiring 
the  Assistants  of  the  Marshal  employed  in  takinj^ 
the  census,  dec.,  to  swear  to  the  correctness  of  their 
returns,  and  to  the  fidelit^r  with  which  they  have 
fulfilled  their  required  duties. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

After  further  consideration,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned till  to-morrow.  w\ 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  communicated  re- 
solutions of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  approba- 
tine  the  present  system  for  the  disposal  of  tne  pub- 
lic lands,  and  remonstrating  agamst  any  change 
being  made  therein;  and  the  resolutions  were  read. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  called  up  the  memorial 
of  Major  General  Andrew  Jackson,  now  lying  on 
the  table,  with  a  view  only  of  moving  that  it  be 
printed. 

On  this  motion  a  few  observations  were  made, 
as  to  ihe  propriety  of  first  reading  this  memorial ; 
which  was  objected  to  on  account  of  its  length. 
The  consideration  of  the  subject,  however^  was 
interrupted,  by  the  arrival  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives of  a  message,  announcing  the  passage 
of 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  im- 
mediately taken  up,  and  read  a  first  and  second 


time ;  and,  at  his  instance  also,  was  then  forthwith 
taken  up  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

M{.  CAR  HOUR  moved  to  strike  out  of  section 
four,  line  twenty-two.  after  the  word  "and,"  where 
it  first  occurs  in  this  line,  to  the  end  of  the  thirtieth 
line,  the  following : 

•'And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that  there  shall  be 
neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
State,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of  crimat, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted: 
Provided,  alwaySf  That  any  person  escaping  into  the 
same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawfully  claimed 
in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  re- 
claimed, and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  Ins  or 
her  labor  or  service,  as  aforesaid :  Providkdi  ntvertke^ 
lessi  That  the  said  provision  shall  ndt  be  construed  to 
alier  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person  now 
held  to  service  oiakibor  in  the  said  Territory.  And 
promded  also" 

The  subject,  Mr.  B.  said,  had  been  so  fully  dis- 
cussed, and  so  oflcli  passed  upon,  and  the  yeas  and 
nays  recorded  on  it,  that  be  thought  it  unnecessary 
to  say  any  thing  on  the  subject  j  and  he  should 
forbear  even  the  asking  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
upoii  it. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  he  Was  perfectly 
readv  to  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  bv  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  n6  idea  ot  pro- 
ducing delay  in  bringinfi;  this  matter  to  a  conclu- 
sion, which  only  would  be  the  effect  of  discussion ; 
but  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  course  which  would 
lead  to  its  speedy  termination. 

Mr.  HoRSET  said,  that,  having  been  necessarily 
absent  wh^  this  (juiestion  was  before  decided,  he 
wished  now  to  be  mdutged  with  an  opportunity  of 
recording  his  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  taken,  and  stood — ^yeas  27,  nays  15,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanmao» 
Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Macon,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Plea- 
sanU,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walkcfr  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississip- 
pi, and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of 
New  York,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Oti*, 
Roberts,  Kuggles,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Trimble,  and 
Wilson. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Thomas,  it  was  agreed  far- 
ther to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  fol- 
lowing section : 

<<8bc.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That;  in  all 
&at  territory  ceded  by  Fraoce  to  the  United  Stata^ 
under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  liea  north  of  thii^ 
ty-aix  degrees  and  thirty  minutea  north  latitude,  not 
included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated 
by  this  act,  slavery  and  involi^ntary  servitude,  other- 
wise than  in  the  pnnbhment  of  crimes,  whereof  the 
party  shall  have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  ia 
hereby,  forever  prohibited:  Provided,  always.  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  State  or  Territory 
of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully 
reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or 
her  labor,  or  service,  as  aforesaid.'* 
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The  bill  haying  been  thns  annended,  it  was  re- 
ported to  the  Hoiue  accordingly ;  and,  the  first 
amendment  being  concurred  in, 

Mr.  Tbimble  moyed  to  amend  the  new  section 
agreed  to,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  by  strik- 
ing out  therefrom — 

^*  All  tbtt  territory  ceded  by  France  tp  the  United 
States,  under  the  name  of  Loaiiiana,  which  Hee  north 
of  thirty-ox  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude, 
not  included  within  the  limits  of  the  State  contem- 
platad  by  this  act,"  and  inserting  ta  lien  thereof  the 
foUowiag :  "AH  that  part  of  Loubiana  west  of  the  Mis- 
siMippi,  ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  except 
the  State  of  Lonisianay  the  territory  included  in  the 
piopeeed  Sute  of  Missouri,  and  the  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory, east  of  the  seventeenth  or  ninety-fourth  degree 
of  longitude,  (agreeably  to  Melish's  map.") 

Mr.  Tbimblb  said,  he  would  not  have  offered 
this,  amendment,  but  with  the  hope  that  some 
agreement  might  take  place  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  in  the  belief  tnat  that  amendment  em- 
braced principles  on  which  the  two  Houses  might 
unite  on  this  subject.  When  we  go  into  the  terri- 
tory which  was  uninhabited  at  the  date  of  the 
Louisiana  treaty,  and  is  yet  uninhabited,  yery  few, 
he  belieyed,  entertained  scruples  as  to  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  restriction.  For  his  part,  he  did 
not  sea  on  what  principle  the  Constitution  could 
be  brought  to  bear  on  the  subject.  He  had  ofiered 
this  amendmrat  with  a  yiew,  should  it  succeed,  to 
yote  for  the  bill  in  its  present  form.  He  had  little 
doubt  that  it  oontainext  principles  oq  which,  were 
it  agreed  to,  the  bill  woiud  pass  the  other  House ; 
and  he  was  under  the  impression  that  it  would  not 
succeed  on  the  principle  of  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  as  it  now  stood. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
cm  Bdr.  Trimble's  motion  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, as  aboye  stated,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Tkas — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of 
liew  York,  Lanman,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Ruggles, 
Sanlbrd,  Trimble,  and  Wilson— 12. 

Nats— Mevrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaten,  Edwards, 
BIKot,  Gaillard,  Honey,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  John- 
soo  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Lo- 
gan, Lowrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney ,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
WiUiams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee — 30. 

Mr.  Thomas's  amendment  was  then  c(»iourred 
in,  aa  agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

It  was  agreed  to  amend  the  title  by  adding 
theieCo.  ^and  to  prohibit  slayery  in  certain  tern- 
tones." 

And  the  amendments  were  theii  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third 
time:  it  was  read  a  third  time  accordingly,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes,  request- 
ing their  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 


Friday,  March  3. 

Mr.  HoRSET,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dia^ 
trioC  of  ColmnlnaL  to  whom  the  subject  was  refer- 
red, reported  a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the 
yM!g»  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the  counties  of 


Washington  and  Alexandria;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,   , 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefe- 
byre,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution, 
that  the  petitioner  haye  leaye  to  withdraw  his 
I  petition. 

Mr.  RnoGLES  presented  the  petition  of  Antoine 
Baron,  of  Michigan,  praying  compensation  for. 
property  taken  and  destroyed  bv  order,  for  the  use 
of  the  American  Army;  ana  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Francis  B.  Lanffuiile : 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  PelleU ;  and  Uie  bill 
for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt ;  were  sererally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rm)rt  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rderred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Steyens,  and 
others ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  proyide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enur 
meration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  same  haying  been 
farther  amended,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  Mon- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  officers  and  yolunteers  engaged  in  a  late 
campaign  agjainst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and  the 
Airther  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mar- 
garet Clark,  relict  of  the  late  Major  John  Clark, 
an  officer  ot  the  Penns^Wania  line  in  the  Ameri* 
can  Reyolution,  now  deceased,  praying  Conmsa 
to  grant  a  renewal  and  continuance  to  her  of  the 
pension  which  her  late  husband  rec^yed  under 
the  aet  of  16th  March,  1818,  made  a  report,  ac  > 
companied  by  a  resolution  that  the  petitioner  haye 
leaye  to  withdraw  her  petition.  The  report  and 
''resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis^ 
trict  of  Columbia^  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
to  incorporate  the  mhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  to  repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for 
that  purpose,'reported  the  same  with  amendnlents, 
whicn  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Channing  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  jthe  expediency  of  increasing  the  sala- 
ries of  all  or  any  of  the  District  Judges  of  the 
United  States ;  and  the  said  committee  were  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  res- 
olution of  the  first  of  last  month,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  into  the  expediaicy^  of  increasing  the 
salary  of  tl^  District  Judge  of  Georgia. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haye  passed  a 
biU,  entitled  <<An  act  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  aj^int  a  recciyer  of  the  puUic 
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moneys  and  register  ef  tke  land  office  for  the  dk- 
triet  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas  Terri- 
tory,'' in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Henry  Kemsen  and  others,  con- 
cerned in  Mississippi  stock ;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

MAINE  BILL. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  subject  of  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate,  to  tne  bill,  entitled 
^^Aft  act  for  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union,"  made  the  following  report; 

The  Committee  of  Conference  of  the  Senate  and  of 
the  House  of  Repreeentattree,  on  the  subject  of  the 
AMgreeing  Tdtes  of  the  two  Hoasei,  upon  the  bill, 
eotiiled  "An  act  for  the  admisBion  of  the  8ute  of 
Maine  into  the  Union, '*  report  the  foUowing  reeo- 
lotioar 

Ht9oh»tdt  let.  Thai  thej  recommend  to  the  Senate 
to  recede  from  their  amendments  to  the  said  bill. 

3d.  That  tbej  recommend  to  the  two  Hensea  to 
agree  to  strike  oat  of  the  fourth  eection  of  the  biU 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  now  pending  in  the 
Senate,  enUtled  **An  act  to  authorise  the  people  of  the 
Missooiri  Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
goTeminent,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 
file  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  the  fotbwing  proTieo/inrthe  following  words : 
«<And  shall' ordain  and  establish,  that  there  shaH  be 
ndther  sla^ry  nor  inrdantary  servitude  otherwise 
then  in  tba  punishment  ^  crioMs,  whcroof  the  party 
shall  haire  bean  duly  convieled:  Frwidtd,  ck^ay. 
That  any  person  escaping  into  the^  same,  fi^m  whom 
labor  or  serriea  is  lawfoUy  dsimed  in=  any  other  Stste, 
sueh  fhgitifa  may  ba  iawftilly  redaimedrand  oenveyed 
to  the  person  daiffling  hn  or  hea^  labor  or  service  as 
afotesatds  Frrndded,  nevertkel€$9i  That  tha  said  pro- 
vision shall  not, be  construed  to  alter  the  eendition  or 
civil  rights  of  any  person  now  hel4  to  aervioeor  labor 
uHFthe  said  territory."  And  that  the  following  pio- 
visiott:  be  added  4o  Uie  bill: 

And  be  it  further  enaded,  That  in  all  that  territory 
ceded  by  France  to  the  United  Slates,  under  the  name 
of  Louisiana*  which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees 
and  thirty  minutes  north  latitude,  not  included  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  contemplated  by  this  act,  slavery 
and  involuntaiy  seKritude,  otherwise  than  in  the  pun- 
ishment of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted,  shall  be,  and  is  hereby^  f<n>evcv  pro* 
Ydhi^edi  PtavidedfOhiHtye,  That  any  penonescaalag 
inia  the  same^  from  whom  labor  or  aerviee  ia  lai^raU^ 
datmad  in  any  other  Sute  or  Tenilory  of  the  United 
States  such  frigitive  amy  be  iawfriUy  redaimed  and 
ooavayadta  the  person  daiming  his  or  her  labor  or 
eervioaas  aforesaid* 

The  refwrl  was  read. 

0»  notion  by  Mr.  TaoMas,    - 

BMoUMd,  That  a  further  oonftrence  be  asked 
on>  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 

8W*blU. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Thomas,  Babbour,  and 


PiKKinrr,  be  the  managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

GENERAL  JACKSON'S  MEMORIAL. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  the  me* 
morial  of  Major  General  Andrew  Jaekson  was 
taken  up,  and  considerable  debate  took  places 
which  ended,  however,  in  those  who  had  oppoaed 
the  printing  waiving  their  opposition  to  it  Thoae 
who  supported  the  motion  for  orbiting  the  aama^ 
were  Messrs.  Km o  of  New  York,  Wilson,  Mot»- 
RiL,  Lanman,  PixfKNBY,fiATON,.and  Smith  $  aai 
those  who  at  first  opposed  it,  iNit  withdrew  th^ 
opposition  on  expUmation  oi  some  passages  in  it, 
and  on  understanding  that  no  further  proeeediag 
was  proposed  with  regard  to  it,  were  Messrs.  Wal- 
EBB  of  Georffia,  Dana,  and  Bobbill.  The  me- 
monrial  was  Utea  ordered  to  be  printed.  (It  intt 
be  found  in  the  Ap|ie^dix  2d  Session  15th  Con- 
gress, page  390B,  et  eeq.] 

MAINE  BILL. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  managers  on  the  part  ef 
the  Senate,  at  the  conference  on  the  disagireeiiig 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill,  entiil^  "Am 
act,  for  the  adaussion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into 
the  Union,?'  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  Coaimitlae  of  Conference  recommend  ta 
the  two  Houses  that  the  word  **  neit"  be  etrkken  o«l 
of  the  said  biU,  and  the  words  ^  in  the  year  one  thoa*- 
saad  eight  hundred  and  twenty/'  be  inserted  in  Ban 
theraqC, 

Whereupon,  it  was 

iieeohed,  That  the  Senate  concur  in  bolh  the 
reports  of  the  Committeex>f  Conferfnee}  thatthef 
reeede  from  their  ame&dment  to^e  aaul  bill,  and 
that  it  be  amended  by  striking  out  of  line  the  third 
the  word  ^nezt,"  and  inserting  in  iiea  thereof 
"one  diousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,"  ac- 
ccMrdingly. 

Ordmd,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  Hamie 
of  Represenlatives  acoordi^y,  and  request  their 
concurrence  in  the  said  amendment. 


Monday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  presented  the  re-, 
monstrance  of  Samuel  Blackoum  and  others 
comfiamiBg  of  the  illegal  and  forcible  aeixureof 
their  prop^ty  by  a  party  of  the  Creek  Indiaiis, 
while  within  the  limits  of  the  Chtrokaia,  and 
prayinj^  relief;  and  the  remenatrance was  vmif 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AiSun^ 

■  Mr.'  Otis  presented  the  mCTOorial  of  Samvel 
Brown  and  others,  ia  behalf  of  themselyea  ami 
Others^  holders  of  the  Mksissippi  stock  ia^MaaHi- 
chusetts,  praying  provision  may  be  made  for  the 
redemption  of  said  stock  ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read^  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mx.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  S.  H.  Cone  and  others,  praying  an  act  ci 
ittcorpocation  for  certain  evai^^cai  imd  ^terary 
purposes ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  jKiened 
to  the  Committfee  on  ^  District  of  Cohmihia* 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  from  the  Commitlee  on  Penf 
sions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Cath- 
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artne  Shaple]^  of  PoTtsmoutli,  in  the  State  of  New 
Hampshiie,  made  a  report  accompanied  hjf  a  res- 
olution  ^lat  the  petitioner  hare  leave  to  withdraw 
herpetitioD.    -The  report  and  resolation  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  gave  notice,  that. 
lO-monoW)  he  shoold  ask  leave  to  Mng  in  a  hill 
fiirther  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  oth- 
ers; and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
potftponed  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  oC  Margaret  Clark,  relict  of 
the  late  Major  John  Clark,  an  officer  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania line  in  the  American  Revolution,  ^now 
deeeaaed,)  pra^ring  Conoress  to  g[rmnt  a  renewal  and 
coDttnnance  to  her  of  me  pension  which  hef  late 
htband  received  under  the  act  of  18th  March, 
1SI8;  and,  in  concwrenoe  therewith.  Ksotved, 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  her 
petitioD. 

The  hill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Orphans'  Court  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria,  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  hill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of 
public  moneys,  and  register  of  the  land  office,  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory,'^  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Wholes  the  consideration  of  the  bill  making  inr- 
ther  provision  for  the  sale  of  public  laiids,  together 
with  an  amendment  proposed  thereto ;  and  the 
tether  contidesation  thereof  was  postponed  untH 
Wednesday  neact 

The  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
pfovide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  was  taken  up, 
and,  «f^  undergoing  some  amendments  not  in- 
volving any  question  of  importance,  it  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  issuing  of  a  patent 
ri^t  to  Richard  WiUcox,  and  the  bills  for  ue  re- 
nSt  of  Francis  B.  Languule,  and  of  John  Pellett, 
were  severally  taken  up,  and  ordered  to.  be  en- 
grossed for  a  tnird  reading. 

HEMI88I0N  OP  DUTY. 

Mr.  Sanfobd,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
tm  fHidm  was  referred  the  petition  of  William  C. 
Kaaslcr,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  lesolu- 
Ikom  that  the  prayer  or  the  petitioner  be  reteed. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  CommittM  on  Finance  sabmit  to  the  Senate 
their  report  upon  the  petition  of  Williain  C.  Kausler. 

On  the  9th  day  of  April,  1818,  the  brig  Nordberg, 
laden  with  a  cargo  of  sugar,  eoifte,  legwood,  and  cigara, 
•ailed  (rom  HaTana  for  Hambarg.  The  brig  belonged 
to  m  Banish  subject ;  the  cargo  was  the  property  of 
■terehants  and  dtiaene  of  Hanibvirg ;  and  the  peti- 
tioaer^  who  is  a  sobjeet  of  Demiiark,  was  the  saper^ 
cargo.  On  the  llth  day  of  the<  same  months  in  tiie 
lalitQde  otOmp%  Florida,  the  brig  and  aatgowoM-met 


by  an  armed  achooner,  and  were  fbrdbly  and  pirati- 
cally sailed  by  the  persons  belonging  to  the  soheeaer* 
The  oflkers  and  crew  of  the  brig»  and  the  petitjaner, 
were  taken  from  theb  vessel,  put  on  beard  of  the 
•ehooner,  and  aent  to  the  West  Indies.  The  pirates^ 
having  tidben  the  brig  and  oargo  into  their  possataion, 
condacted  them  to  the  port  of  Savannah,  io  Geocgia. 
The  oargo  waa  entered  at  the  cnstom-house  of  Savan- 
nah ;  the  duties  npon  it  were  paid  |>y  the  person  or 
persons  who  entered  the  goods ;  and  Uiooe  duties  have 
been  paid  into  the  Treasury.  The  cargo  waa  dis- 
charged and  sold.  It  waa  sold  by  some  agent  or  agents 
appointed  by  the  pirates,  and  was  purchased,  in  par- 
cels, by  difiGuent  persons  in  Savannah*  It  is  stated 
that  the  sums  for  which  the  cargo  was  sold  were  re- 
ceived by  the  pirates,  or  ^  their  agents*  Soen- after 
the  airiTal  of  the  brig  at  Savannah,  the  attorney  t  of 
the  United  States  lor  Georgia  instituted  a  suitin  She 
district  court  of  the  United  States  against  the  brigand 
cargo,  and  against  alipeksont  into  whose  hands  the  osr> 
go  or  its  products  hsa  eosse,  datnung  these  <efisclaj  as 
having  been  obtained  by  pira<iy,ia  order  that  they  might 
bo  ad^ged  aa  jostiee  should  lefnira.  The  ageats4»f 
the  {urates,  and  the  persons^  who  had. purebased  Iho  ear- 
go  at  Savannah^wece  made  pestiea  to  this  salt.  The 
petitioner,  hoTing  arrived  at  Savannah  after  the  oom- 
meacement  of  the  suit,  became  a  party  to  it,  and|-as 
the  agent  of  the  owners,  claimod  the  benefit  of  the 
snit,  and  restitution  of  the  cargo^  or  its  value.  After 
a  course  of  legal  proceedings,  the  litigation  wasi  ter- 
minated by  a  decree  made  by  the  coasant  of  the  par- 
ties.  It  waa  agreed,  by  this  decision,  that  the  aevetal 
purchasers  of  the  cargo  should  pay  to  ^  pelitionar  the 
value  of  the  parts  of  the  cargo  whioh  they  had  4Ea- 
spoctivelv  purchased,  taking  the  ralae  as  it  existed  at 
Savannah,  but  deducting  therefrom  the  amount  of  the 
duties  which  had  been  pjud  to  the  United  States.  iTbe 
sum  thus  agreed  to  be  paid  by  those  who  had  purchas- 
ed or  receiTed  the  cargo  from  the  pirate^  and  to  be 
received  by  the  petitioner,  was  forty-two  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  the  duties  which  had  been  paid  to  the  United 
States  were  sixteen  thonsand  three  hundred  and  six 
dollars  and  fiftv  cents;  and  these  sums 'together, 
amounting  to  fi/ty-eight  thousand  three  humlred:  and 
six  dollars  and  fi^  cents,  are  stated  to  have  boon  the 
valuQ  of  thacargo  at  Savannalu        

Upon  theseiMtathe  petittoaer  prays  that  the  datiee 
whisfa  hive  been-  paid  to  the  Uaiisd  Slates-  maybe 
paid  from  the.  Tiaasnry  to  hinu  , 

The  reaaons  aigtd  in  support  of  this  applioatien 
ai%  that  thsse  goeis  were  not  suUect  to  esv  dalisa; 
that  the  rightlal  owners  are  entitled  la  restitntfoaof 
the  goods,  or  to  their  fall  valne;  and  that;ths.1Uaa^d 
Stalee  ought,  not  to  derive  psofitafram an  act  of  parpcf. 

h  It  is  smd  that  these  goods  Were  not  legally  WiJ»a 
to  duty,  because  they  were  imported  by  pirates,  send 
not  vrith  the  assent  of  the  true  owners*  Oar  laws 
concerning  duties  make  no  such  disrinction*  -  Onr-da- 
ties  are  imposed  upon  merohan^ae  imported  In  fMt. 
Whether  the  importer  is  the  true  owner  or  rightftil 
possessor  of  the  goods  or  not,  the  goods  are  e^aUy 
sulHiact  to  duty.  The  goods  are  themselves  sobjeded 
tn  duty,  whoever  may  be  the  importer ;  and  all  qaai- 
tions  of  private  rights,  between  diflferent  dahnanta^ 
the  same  goods,  are  left  to  the  ordhMiy  coams  of  jas- 
tioa.  These  gaads,  thereftire,  though  h»pof«ed  by  pi- 
rates,  were  justly  subject  to  our  datiea. 

2.  It  is  the  duty  of  all  nations  to  lend  thelrjustiee 
and  employ  their  fcrce  to  sapprsss  Hpuacy.    We  ae- 
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knowledge  this  obligation,  and  obey  its  precepts.  The 
true  owners  of  these  goods  were  entitled  to  restitution 
of  the  goods,  or  to  just  oonipensation  for  their  loss.  If 
specific  restitution  could  not  be  made,  because  the 
l^9ods  had  been  removed,  dispersed,  or  consumed^a 
just  equivalent  was  to  be  paid^  not  by  this  GoYern- 
ment,  but  by  the  pirates,  and  by  those  who  had  been 
engaged  with  pirates  in  the  commerce  of  these  g^oods. 
This  Government  was  not  bound  to  pay  or  to  lose  any 
thing  whatever  in  this  case.  Our  obligation  was,  to 
lend  the  arm  of  our  justice  to  compel  restitution  or 
compensation.*  We  were  bound  to  give  to  the  trud 
owners  the  aid  of  our  laws  and  tribunals  against  the 
goods  and  against  all  persons  within  our  jurisdiction. 
Thie  obligation  has  been  discharged.  The  petitioner 
resorted  to  one  of  our  courts  for  redress.  He  implead- 
ed the  persons  who  had  purchased  or  received  the 
geods  from  the  pirates.  His  claim  against  them  was 
jnsty  and  was  admitted.  If  he  was  entitled  to  recover 
against  then,  he  was  entitled  to  the  Inll  value  of  the 
goods-— to  the  value  which  the  goods  bore  at  Savan- 
nah— to  that  sum  which  the  goods  had  already  pro- 
duced, or  would  prpduOe,  upon  a  sale  in  the  market  of 
Savannah.  That  value  comprehended  the  amount  of 
the  duties  which  hud  been  paid  to  the  United  States. 
Such  at  least  might  be  one  measure  of  his  redress ; 
and  it  is  to  be  presumed  that,  if  he  had  prevailed  in 
adverse  litigation,  he  would  have  recovered  the  amount 
of  the  duties  as  a  part  of  the  value  of  the  goods.  But 
the  suit  was  compounded  by  the  parties.  An  amicable 
decree  was  made,  by  which  the  petitioner  agreed  to 
accept  from  the  purchasers  or  receivers  of  the  goods 
at  Savannah  a  part  of  the  value  in  question. 

This  compromise  gives  him  no  claim  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  residue  of  that  value.  The  duties 
had  been  paid,  and  the  goods  were  in  the  market  of 
this  country,  before  the  petitioner  appeared  to  claim 
redress.  If  the  petitioner  had  arrived  after  the  import- 
ation, and  before  the  duties  were  paid,  he  could  not 
have  obtained  possession  of  the  goods,  without  dis- 
charging the  duties  to  the  United  States.  If  he  had 
advanced  the  duties,  he,  like  any  other  owner  of  goods 
paying  duties,  would  have  found  his  compensation  for 
the  duties  advanced  in  the  superadded  valae  which 
such  goods  derive  from  the  duties  with  which  they  are 
ehaiged.  If  the  petitioner  had  obtained  restitution  of 
the  goods  in  kind,  at  Savannah,  after  the  duties  had 
been  paid  1^  others,  he  would  have  had  no  pretence 
to  ask  this  Government  for  the  duties ;  since,  in  that 
evMitj  the  goods  in  his  hands  would  have  been  aug- 
mented in  value  by  the  amount  of  the  duties;  If  he 
had  obtained  from  the  pirates  or  their  agents  the  AiU 
value  of  the  goods,  comprehending  the  duties,  he 
would  have  had  no  pretence  to  ask  for  the  duties  in 
the  Treasury.  He  could  never  be  allowed  to  recover 
the  amount  of  the  duties  once  in  the  augmented  value 
which  the  goods  had  derived  from  the  duties,  and 
once  more  in  the  payment  of  the  duties  themselves  to 
him  from  the  Treasury.  If  he  could  not  obtain  resti- 
tution in  kind  or  in  value,  because  the  goods  could 
not  be  traced,  or  because  the  persons  responsible  to 
him  for  their  value  could  not  be  found  within  our 
jurisdiction,  or  because  those  persons  might  be  unable 
to  make  satisfaction,  he  juight  be  unfortunate,  but  this 
Government  would  be  under  no  obligation  to  indem- 
nify him  for  any  part  of  his  loss.  It  is  not  necessary 
here  to  determine  what  would  have  been  the  true 
standard  of  his  rodreas  Against  the  pirates  or  the.  re- 
ceivers of  the  goods.     Whatever  may  be  the  just 


measure  of  his  redress  against  them,  and  whatever  has 
been  or  might  have  been  the  event- of  his  claim,  either 
upon  the  go6ds  themselves,  or  against  persons  in  this 
country  or  in  any  other  country,  these  duties  to  the 
public  have  been  rightfully  levied  and  reoeived  by  us. 
These  duties  belong  to  our  revenue;  and,  though  the 
petitioner  had  rights,  they  were  not  rights  against  cmr 
revenue.  He,  had  no  pretence  of  claim  upon  this 
Government  for  compensation.  Having  made  a,  vol- 
untary composition  with  other  parties,  by  which  he 
has  obtained  more  than  two-thirds  of  the  amount  of 
his  claim  from  them,  he  now  proposes  that  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  pay  him  the  residue ;  and  the  compro- 
mise thus  made  is  offered  as  one  of  the  reasons  for  this 
request.  This  Government  never  owed  him  any  com- 
pensation ;  and  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  convert  bis 
claim  upon  private  persons  into  a  demand  upon  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

3.  It  is  said  that  to  retain  these  duties  would  be  to 
avail  ourselves  of  an  act  of  piracy ;  since,  if  thd  goods 
had  not  been  seized  by  pirates,  they  would  not  have 
been  imported  into  the  United  States.  Our  duties 
are  levied  upon  the  importation  of  merchandise  into 
our  country ;  and  our  laws  allow  no  exemption  from 
those  duties  in  favor  either  of  pirates,  or  of  those  who 
may  be  robbed  by  pirates.  Our  revenue  h<M  no  con- 
cern with  the  private  questions  of  right  and  wrong 
'which  may  exist,  either  abroad  or  here,  in  relation  to 
the  merchandise  imported.  The  question  now  pre- 
sented is  not  so  much  whether  we  shall  gain,  as  it  is 
whether  we  shall  lose,  by  this  importation.  Have  the 
goods  been  consumed  in  this  country  1  If  so,  the 
duties  have  been  paid  by  the  consumers ;  and,  as  taxes 
levied  upon  our  own  citizens,  they  should  accrue  to 
our  own  revenue.  Have  the  goods  been  exported  ?  In 
that  caso,  the  duties  have  been  paid  from  the  Treasury 
to  the  exporter.  If  we  should  now  pay  these  duties 
to  the  petitioner,  the  amount  would  be  an  absotute 
loss  to  our  revenue.  The  petitioner  would  indeed 
receive  the  benefit  of  the  amount,  but  his  daim  to  this 
benefit  ii  not  against  this  Government ;  it  was  against 
the  pirates  and  receivers  of  the  goods,  and  they  have 
already  received  the  amount  of  the  duties,  by  their 
own  disposition  of  the  merchandise.  When  we  levy 
and  retain  our  own  duties,  in  a  case  like  this,  we 
merely  enforce  our  own  revenue  laws — we  give  no 
sanction  to  piracy,  and  wo  do  no  injustice. 

Such  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  and  such 
would  it  be  were  the  petitioner  and  they  whom  he  rep- 
resents citizens  of  the  United  States.  He  and  they 
are  foreigners,  but  the  law  of  nations  affords  no  support 
to  the  claim  which  is  now  preferred.  It  is  not  required, 
even  by  the  most  scrupulous  and  delicate  regard  to 
the  obligations  of  nations,  that  the  loss  of  these  duties 
should  foil  upon  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

The  claim  of  the  petitioner  for  the  duties  paid  into 
the  Treasury  appearing  to  the  committee  to  be  desti- 
tute of  merit,  they  recommend  th^  following  raao- 
lution : 

Resoived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be 
refused. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  bill  further  to  suspend  th^  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands  for  not  compiletiiig  the  payment  thereon, 
being  taken  up,  a  motion  was  made  to  postpone  it 
to  Wednesday  next. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Nolblb,  who 
stated  that  the  bill  contained  no  new  principles; 
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diat  if  passed  at  all,  it  was  necessary  to  be  passed 
without  delay,  that  timely  notice  might  be  com- 
municated to  the  various  land  offices ;  that,  as  it 
has  no  connexion  with  the  other  land  bill,  just 
postponed^  and  embraced  no  principle  that  had  not 
been  familiar  to  the  Senate  for  years,  and  about 
which  there  was  no  difference  of  opinion,  he  hoped 
it  wonld  be  acted  on  at  once^ 

Mr.  Kjno,  of  New  York,  was  willing  to  accom- 
modate jE^entlemen,  where  no  public  detriment 
would  arise  from  his  acquiescence  j  but  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate  had  a  connexion  with  the  bill 
just  postponed.  If  that  bill  passed,  he  would  hare 
no  objection  wha&rer  to  tne'  present  one.  He 
would  be  among  the  first  to  give  all  equitable  in- 
didgence  to  those  indebted  for  lands ;  but,  should 
the  other  measure  fail,  he  was  by  no  means  pre- 
pared to  say  that  the  bill  now  before  than  oi:^ht 
to  pass. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  Wednesday. 


ToBSDAY,  March  7. 

The  Prbsidbnt  communicated  a  letted  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  the  2d  of  May,  1814,  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  Jacob  Barker,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  1st  in- 
stant ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  ob  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  providing  for  the 
better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs.  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy ;  and  the  hill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wllson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  sulnect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  admin- 
istratrix of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased ;  and  the  lull 
-was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimblb  presented  to  the  Senate  certain 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  in  favor  of 
the  application  of  six  thousand  dollars  heretofore 
appropriated,  but  not  expended,  to  the  surveying 
and  ooening  a  road  from  the  foot  of  the  Rapids  of 
the  Miami  of  the  Lake,  to  the  western  line  of  the 
Connecticut  Reserve,  and  a  road  from  Lower 
Sandusk]r,  southwardly,  to  the  Indian  boundary 
line ;  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr. /Williams,  of  Tennessee,  having  obtained 
leave,  introduced,  a^eeablv  to  notice^  a  bill  fur- 
ther to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States — [to  form  an  additional  judicial  circuit,  to 
be  composed  of  the  distrtcts  of  East  and  West 
Tennessee  and  the  State  of  Alabama,  and  for  the 
api>ointment  of  a  circuit  judge,  &c,,  therefor;] 
which  biU  was  twice  read,  by  general  consent,  and 
referred. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
making  provision  by  law  for  the  payment  to  the 


several  deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  Territorv 
full  compensation  for  the  lines  which  bound  eacn 
survey,  whether  separate  or  adjoining  other  claims 
or  surveys,  and  which  have  been,  or  shall  hereafter 
be  made,  under  the  authoritv  of  the  United  Sta^. 
And,  also,  to  inquire  into  tne  expediency  of  pac- 
ing the  said  several  deputy  surveyors  for  tneir 
extra  travelling  expenses,  where  that  travelling 
has  been  performed  with  a  view  to  the  surveying 
of  (me  claim,  or  a  small  number  of  claims  ana 
when  such  travdling  was  the  consequence  ot  any 
mistake  in  the  commissionei^  their  clerk,  or  the 
recorder  of  land  titles,  in  the  proper  location  or 
description  of  the  claim,  or  in  the  list  of  confirm^ 
claims  given  to  such  deputies  for  their  respective 
guides. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
reierred  the  petition  of  a  number  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  inhabitants  of  Michigan  Territorv ; 
and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolved,  that  tne 
praver  of  the  petitioners  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claiips  unfavor- 
able to  the  petition  of  Joseph  Lefebvre^  (claiming 
indemnity  lor  damages  sustained  in  his  property, 
by  its  occupation  by  the  American  militia,  at  New 
Orleans  in  the  late  war^)  was  taken  up. 

After  «ome  explanatcNry  remarks  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Louisiana,  and  on  his  motion,  the  report 
was  reversed^  and  the  Committee  of  Claims  in- 
structed to  bring  in  a  bill  fbr  the  relief  of  the  peti- 
tioner to  the  exteut  which  may  be  supported  by 
satisfactory  evidence. 

The  amendments  to  the  bill,  entMed  "An  act  to 
provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census  or  enumera- 
tio|i  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  and 
for  other  purposes,"  having  been  reported  by  the 
committee  correctly  engro^ed,  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Willcox  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  ttie  rdief  of  Francis  B.  Languille 
was  read  a  third  time,  and -passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  oi^  John  Pellett  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bUl  to  incorporate 
the  inhabitigits  of  the  City  of  Washington,  and  to 
repeal  all  acts  heretofore  passed  for  wat  purpose, 
together  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto  bj 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of^ Columbia ;  ana, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Plbasants,  it  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  increase  the 
allowance  of  jud^  of  the  orphans'  court  in  the 
counties  of  Washington  and  Alexandria ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  it  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac 

The  Senate,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  payment  for  horses,  d^*,  lost  in  the 
Seminole  war,  and  having  been  furtber  amended, 
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(by  adding  the  proviso  to  the  last  section,)  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  thir^l  time, 
withoat  objection,  as  follows :  [tl^  words  in  brack- 
ets being  stricken  out.] 

Beit  enkotedt  4^.,  That  any  officer,  volanteer,  or 
ranger,  engaged  in  the  campaign  of  eighteen  hundred 
an^  eighteen,  against  the  Beminole  Indians,  who  has 
«08tained  damage  br  reason  of  the  loss  of  any  hcwses, 
[killed  or  wounded  m  battle,  or  ^hieh  died,  or  became 
useless,  in  oonssquenoe  of  wounds  received  whilst  en- 
gigsd  m  ssid  campaign ;  or]  which,  in  consequence  oT 
.  Uip  Govsmment  <Kf  the  United  Slates  fiuling  to  supplv 
sufficient  Arage,  while  engaged  in  said  sernoe,  4ied, 
or  were  compelled  tabe  abandened  and  left ;  or  nHudi, 
bsii^g  dismounted  from  In  battle,  escaped  from  the 
owner  and  were  lost,  shall  be  allowed  the  value  thereof. 

8bg.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  said  offi- 
eera  and  .volunteers,  for  the  loss  of  any  necesssry 
equipage  of  said  horses,  or  for  any  guns  lost  in  said 
service,  or  which  were  left  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  .States^  or  of  any  officer  thereof,  shall  be  al- 
lowed and  paid  the  value  thereof;  said  claims  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  of  the  moneys  in  the  Treasury,  not 
oUierwiae  appropriated. 

Sao.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  ac- 
countii^g  officers  of  tbe  Treasury  Dej^artment  shall 
tfodil  and  settle  those  accounts  under  Budtt  rules  and 
legnlatiens  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
prescribe :  ProUded,  akoay^.  That  if  any  payment 
km  made  on  acoctent  of  clething  td  any  of&e^r  or  veiun- 
lescy.  and  which  may  not  be  warranted  by  existing 
law,  the  amount  bjr^im  so  received  shall  be  deducted 
itom,  the  value  of  said  horso^  equ^mge,  d&c.   . 


Wednesday,  March  8. 

Mr.  SANP0R0,fh)m  the  Ck)inmittee  on  Finance, 
izr  pur8i]aiie&  of  an  instruction  of  the  Senate,  're- 
ported' a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  Guflerevs  by  fire 
atdavannah,  in  <3eorgia;  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  in 
pinniatice  of  an  instruotiofii  oi  the  Senate,  r^orted 
a.Ull  fen*  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefebvfe ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mt.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands^  to  whom  was  referred 
tba  bilL  entitled  ^An  act  to  authorize  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  ^  pub- 
lic moneyiB  and  register  q€  the  land  office  for  the 
dislrictof  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Aitansss  Ter- 
ntDrr/^  reported  the  sasie  wiUioot  amendment 

Vne  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratkm  of  the 
r^put  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
vmrred  tbe  petition  of  Bbenezer  Stevens  aad 
otheEB ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
ri})ort  of  the  Committee  on  Pmsions,  to  wham 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Catharine  Shapley^'of 
iBortsmouth,  in  the  State  of  New  Hampuiire. 
widow  f  and^  in  concurrence  therewith,  resolvea 
that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  vnthdraw  her 
petition. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
r^rt  of  the  Committee  of  Fmanee  upon  thepe- 
tidon  of  William  C.  Kaiiskr;  and  the  further 


consideration  thereof  wa^  postponed  until  to- 
morcow. 

Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition  of  George  Har- 
pole.  praying  compensation  ibr  a  horse  lost  in  die 
service  of  the  United  States  during  the  campsdn 
against  the  Creek  Indians  in  the  Atttunm  of  181 3 ; 
and  the  petitioh  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Clai^ns: 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof 
was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

ThefoUovring  Messages  Were  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  :  . 

To  the  Smote  of  the  United  JStfUee  : 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  theh*  res- 
olution of  the  fourth  of  January  lasl,  s  nport  frsm  the 
Secretary  of  State,  with  a  list  of  fines  ineurxed  nndsr 
the  act  of  Congress^  entitled  "An  act  inraddilioir  to  the 
act  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against  the 
United  States/'  which  sppear  from  the  records  of  the 
Department  of  Stats  to  have  been  remitted  by  the 
Executive  authority  of  the  United  8t«Us»    « 

J  Al^S  MONROE. 

Ma«c«-4,  1820. 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.- 

1  transmit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury,  which^  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments»  will  show,  that  the  act  of  the  30th  of  Alay,.1812, 
respecting  the  northern  and  western  boundariiM  of  the 
State  of  Ohio,  has  been  executed. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Maaob  a,  1820.  I 

The  Messages,  together  with  the  accompanying 
reports  and  documents,  were  reqteetively  read. 

A  messaffe  from  the  Hbuse  of  Representatives 
iolOTmed  tie  Senate  that  the  HoQseMve  passed 
a  bMl,  entitled  <^An  act  making,  anpropmtioas  to 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
die  yea*  iSaO,**  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Qabrid  Godfroy,  and 
also  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Oassftn,  widonir, 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased, 
were  renieotively  read  ^e  second  time.         - 

Mr.  Van  Dtxb  presented  the  petition  of  Samnel 
Fanrai ;  the  petition  of  Rowleigh  C.  CAmtian; 
t^  I>etition  of  Tohandoeke,  an  Indian  diief>  the 
petition  of  John  Dougherty;  and  the  petition  of 
James  Hayes;  respectivdy  praying  a  pension. 

U»  also  presented  the  potion  ot  Jonathan  D. 
Gairier ;  the  petition  of  John  Reed  $  ^ttt  petition 
of  Moses  Smitb;  the  petition  of  ShubaetP.  Hib- 
bard ;  the  petition  of  Abel  Sholes*;  the  pecMlta  ^f 
Gustavus  Atduck ;  the  petition  of  Josq^h  Legon : 
the  pe^oa  of  Nicholas  Welch :  the  petition  of 
Dean  Weymoudi ;  the  petition  or  Benjamin  Ran- 
dall ;  the  petition  of  John  Patterson ;  and  tite  pe- 
tition of  Jeremiah  Betts^  praying  an  incfeaae  of 
their  pensioas ;  and  the  petitions  were  respectirely 
read,  and  vefeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Penriona. 
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THE  PUBLIC  LAm>8. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  conaidefation  of  the  bfll  making  further 
j^ovision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  together  with 
the  amwadment  jproposed  thereto  by  Mr.  WalkiSr, 
of  Alabama,  as  follows : 

And  be  it  further  enacted*  That   purchasers  of 

public  lands,  which  have  been  sold  prior  to  the 

daj  of next,  shall  be  permitted  to  forfeit  and  sur- 

xender  the  same  before  the  day  of  final  payment,  by 
deBvermg  their  certificates  to  the  register,  and  endor- 
Mng  thereon  their  consent  that  the  land  therein  de- 
scribed ahaU  he  re-sold :  whereupon,  the  said  cerHficales 
shafl  be  considcied  as  csaceNed ;  and  the  land  shall 
he  deemed  and  taken  to  have  roTorted  to  the  United 
teias,  and  shall  be  disposed  ot,  in  all  respects,  like 
other  reverted  or  forfttted  londa,  acoording  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act;  but,  if  such 
lands  should  be  sold  fi>r  more  than  one  dollar  and  — *- 
cents  per  acre,  the  exoess  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
former  eertificate*holder :  Provided,  That  sudi  excess 
shall  not  be  ppreater  than  the  amount  previously  paid 
on  such  certificate. 

Mi.  Wauur  wbmiiled  a  niuriwref  aigiuaents 
in  support  of  his  amendment,  and  entered  into 
pttticmar  statements  of  the  amount  of  sales,  the 
prices  griyen  in  Alabama  and  elsewhere*  for  public 
lands,  the  great  amount  of  debt  due  and  becoming 
due,  dtc.,  to  show  the  propriety  of  affording  the 
fdief  which  his  amendment  contemplated ;  but,  as 
the  Senate  was  this  morning  thin,  and  the  subject 
before  it  of  great  importance,  he  hoped  its  considT- 
eration  might  for  the  present  be  nostponed. 

Mr.  Wilson,  though  uniformly  friendly  to  the 
]^mciple  of  the  bill,  .was  willing  to  defer  its  con- 
sideration until  the  Senate  should  be  full,  and 
moved  to  postpone  it  till  tOHooorrow. 

Mr.  Thomas  proposed  a  poatponement  to  Wed- 
nesday next 

Mr.  Ons  was  opposed  to  so  distent  a  postpone- 
ment, as  be  feared  it  might  endanger  the  bill, 
whicn  had  already  been  postponed  thn>ugh  all  the 
moo^  and  tenses.  It  Imd  been  lost  in  the  other 
House,  at  the  last  session,  after  passing  this,  for 
want  of  time.  Should  it  be  again  defeated  from 
^esatteeause,it  wasto  be  Icwed  that  they  might 
bid  adieu  to  all  hope  o^  the  measure.  Mr.  O.  made 
a  remark  or  two  on  the  subject  of  the  amendment, 
to  show  that,  however  equitable  the  relief,  it  was 
doubtful  whether  the  measure  would  be  proper  be- 
fore the  debt  for  which  the  sales  were  pledged  had 
been  paid  off. 

Mr.  Walker  replied,  to  obviate  the  objection  of 
Mr.  Otis  ;  and  the  postponement  was  supported 
by  Mr.  Noble,  and  oppc^sed  by  Mr.  Ruggles^ 

The  motion  to  postpone  to  Wednesday  was 
lost,  and  the  motion  for  to-mocrow  prevailed— 18 
to  14}  but  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  was  sub- 
sequently moved  and  agreed  to,  and  the  motion  to 
postpone  bein|[  then  negatived,  the  Senate  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  and  amendment. 

Mr.  KiMG,  of  Alabama,  had  no  hope,  fh>m  the 
indications  which  he  saw,  that  the  amendment 
would  be  adoDted ;  bat,  if  the  change  proposed  by 
the  bill  shouia  take  place,  he  had  no  doubt  the 
Lq^lature  would  see  the  necessity  of  tome  sueh 
16th  Con.  1st  Sbsb.— 16 


relief  as  the  amendment  offered.  He  would  now 
merely  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  question. 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Ed- 
wards and  Kr^G  of  Alabama,  and  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Trimble,  Lanman,  and  King  of  New 
Yorit,  not  beckuse  opposed  to  affording  the  rdief 
contemplated,  but  from  an  unwillingness  to  con- 
nect it  with  the  present  bill,  d^c. 

The  <}ue8tion  l^g  taken  on  the  amendment,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  foUows : 

YsAB — Messrs.  Edwards,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  Aiabaaia,  Logan,  NoUe,  Smith,  Thomas, 
aad  Walker  of  Alabamans. 

Nats— Mea#»«.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Bieksrsoo, 
Eatota,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Ivoainana, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
M«Uen,  Morril,  Otis,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Rug- 
glee,  danibrd,  Stqkea,  Taylor,  TrknUe,  Van  Dyke, 
Williams  of  Miaaiaaippi,  Wiliiama  of  Tennessee,  and 
Wilton— 29. 

Mr-  EowARDS  said,  although  he  was  decidedly 
opposed  to  the  change  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands,  which  is  provided  for  by  theull 
now  under  consideration,  from  the  strongest  con- 
Tictions,  that,  while  it  is  calculated  to  operate  with 
peculiar  hardship  vqion  those  who  have  not  the 
good  fortune  to  have  the  ^present  command  of 
nmney,  and  to  retard  the  settlement  and  check  the 
prosperity  of  Ihe  State  which  he  has  the  honor,  in 
part,  to  represent,  it  wu  also .  inexpedient;  on  ^k 
part  of  the  Qovernment  itself,  to  place  its  own  in>- 
terest  so  mndi  in  the  power  of  moneyed  capital- 
ists,  who,  owinff  to  the  present  temporary  scarcity 
of  money,  can,  by  cmsabinations  for  that  purpose, 
with  the  utmost  facility  put  down  competition  at 
the  public  sales,  and  engross  as  much  of  the  best 
kncb  as  they  please,  upon  the  lowest  terms  or 
minhnum  pncei  yet,  if  the  bill  must  pass,  and! 
see  (said  Mr.  E.)  no  prospect  of  opposing  it  widi 
snecess,  in  this  House,  I  do  most  sincerely  hope 
it  will  be  with  such  mod^cations  as  will  produce 
the  least  individual  hardships  and  the  UEiost  gen- 
eial  satisfaction ;  few,  whatever  may  have  been  the 
zeal  with  which  I  have  hitherto  opposed  the  mea- 
sure, I  can  assure  -gentlemen  that  it  has  been  no 
part  of  niy  object  to  excite  disoontents  elsewhere, 
and  that  there  is  no  man  living  who  has  been 
more  uniformly  disposed  to  discountenance  local 
ieabnsies,  and  to  cherish  a  spirit  of  concord  and 
harmony  throughout  every  part  of  onr  comnMn 
eouKtry,  than  1  myself  have  oeen.    , 

My  judgfBent  may  have  deceived  me ;  my  per- 
sonal interest,  however^  I  well  know,  cannot  have 
misled  me ;  for  that  would  have  been  promoted  by 
the  Contemplated  change,  which  cannot  fail  to  hie 
beneficial  to  all  those  vvho  have  heretofore  pur- 
chased lands  which  they  wish  to  dispose  of,  or 
who  have  money  to  purchase,  with  that  view; 
and  hence  it  is,  probably,  that  we  have  seen  ktlers 
from  large  landholders  in  the  West  to  members  of 
this  body,  exhibited  as  disinterested  testimony  in 
favor  ot  the  proposed  change,  and  passing  ham 
seat  to  seat,  for  the  purpose  of  convincing  oar 
minds,  not  only  of  its  propriety,  but  of  the  absolute 
necessity  for  its  speedy  adoption. 

Mr.  E.  contended,  that  the  presoit  ^sltm  of 
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disposing  of  the  public  lands  had  been  successfully 
tested  by  the  experience  of  many  years ;  that  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  in  particular,  had  nourished  under  its 
operation,  and,  without  any  injurv  to  the  Union, 
had  increased  their  population  ana  prosperity  with 
unparalleled  rapidity.  But,  said  he,  like  all  other 
human  institutions,  it  seems  that  the  system  had 
not  the  necessary  perfection  to  suit  it  to  all  times 
and  circumstances ;  and  it  is  alleged,  as  a  reason 
demanding  the  proposed  change,  that  excessiye 
purchases  were  made,  during  a  period  of  universal 
delusion,  which  equally  operated  upon  everything 
else,  and  which  no  one  believes  is  likely  to  recur, 
for  a  lon^^  time  to  come  at  least.  But,  said  he,  can 
it  be  a  dictate  of  wisdom  to  predicate  a  general 
system  upon  a  particular  and  extraordinary  case, 
which  is  gone  by,  and  in  all  probability  will  never 
again  occur?  Can  it  be  wise^  to  select  that  mo- 
ment for  abolishing  all  credit  upon  the  sale  of 
public  lands  when  money  is  scarcer  than  it  has 
ever  heretofore  been,  and  thereby  to  retard  the  set- 
tlement of  those  lands,  at  the  very  time  when  the 
state  of  things  which  produced  the  supposed  evils 
of  the  credit  system  is  rapidly  disappearing,  which 
is  now  most  certainly  the  case,  as  far  as  I  tm  in- 
formed on  the  subject  1  Can  it  be  just  to  with- 
hold from  our  fellow-citizens,  who  have  not  here- 
tofore purchased  any  public  lands,  the  opportunity 
of  doing  so  upon  the  same  terms  that  nave  been 
allowed  to  others  ?  Can  it  be  right,  merely  be- 
cause others  have  heretofore  purchased  injudi- 
ciously, during  a  period  of  general  ddusion,  to  re- 
fuse credit  to  those  who  may  hereafter  wbh  to 
purchase  discreetly^  lest  they  should  be  tempted  to 
mjure  themselves,  m  like  manner,  when  no  such 
delusion  exists? 

But,  said  h^  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  discuss,  at 
large,  the  merits  of  the  proposed  chanji^e.  I  will, 
at  present,  content  myself  with  an  effort,  merely, 
to  shield  the  present  settlers  upon  public  lands  from 
merciless  speculators,  whose  cupidity  and  avarice 
would  un()uestionably  be  tempted  by  the  improve- 
ments which  those  settlers  have  made  with  the 
sweat  of  their  brows,  and  to  which  they  have  been 
encouraged  by  the  conduct  of  the  Government 
itself;  ror,  though  they  might  be  considered  as 
embraced  by  the  letter  of  the  law  which  provides 
against  intrusions  on  public  lands,  yet,  that  their 
case  ha^  not  been  considered  bv  tne  (Government 
as  within  the  mischiefs  intended  to  be  prevented, 
is  manifest,  not  only  from  the  forbearance  to  en- 
force the  law,  but  from  the  positive  rewards  which 
others,  in  their  situation,  nave  received,  by  the 
several  laws  which  have  heretofore  granted  to 
th«m  the  same  right  of  pre-emption  which  I  now 
wish  extended  to  the  present  settlers. 

The  settlements  which  have  been  made  by  this 
description  of  our  population,  so  far  from  injuring 
in  any  way  the  interest  of  the  Government,  have, 
in  all  cases  with  which  I  have  been  acauainted, 
(and  few  have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
more  upon  the  subject  than  myself,)  actually  ben- 
efitted It,  by  enhancing  the  value  of  the  adjoin- 
ing lands,  and  increasing  the  facilities  of  settling 
them. 
Those  settlements  have  been  made  with  the  ex- 


pectation of  acquiring  the  lands  including  them, 
under  the  existing  law.  The  number  and  vahie 
of  such  improvements  are  much  greater  than  they 
would  have  been  had  not  certain  lands  been  kept 
out  of  market  much  longer  than  was  reasonably 
anticipated.  None  of  those  settlers  have  supposed 
that  they  would  have  to  pay  down  more  than  one- 
fourth  of  the  purchase  money  upon  the  tracts 
which  they  wish  to  buy ;  few  of  them  will  be  able 
to  pay  more;  the  most  of  them  have  already 
opened  fpirms,  from  which  they  could  reasonably 
calculate  upon  paying  the  future  instalments  as 
they  would  become  due.  And  it  does  appear  to 
me  that  it  would  be  both  cruel  and  impolitic  to 
disappoint  such  expectations,  by  placing  those  peo- 

Sle,  so  ccAmpletely  as  the  proposed  change  would 
o,  in  the  power  of  moneyed  speculators.  To 
guard  against  which,  and  to  prevent  those  serious 
discontents,  if  not  commotions,  which  otherwise 
must  take  place,  I  offer  the  amendment  which  I 
now  hold  m  my  hand,  and  which^  so  far  from 
being  calculated  to  defeat  the  bill,  cannot,  if 
adopted,  fail  to  contribute  greatly  to  its  success, 
by  removing  some  of  the  most  serious  and  impor- 
tant objections  to  its  passage. 

The  amendment  is  as  follows : 

**  Beit  enacted,  4^.,  That  every  person,  or  the  legal 
representatives  of  every  perton,  who  hai  actaallj  in- 
habited and  cultivated,  and  who  now  resides  upon  any 
tract  of  land  lying  in  any  district  eatabUshed  for  the 
•ale  of  public  lands,  which  tract  is  not  rightfully 
claimed  by  any  other  person,  such  person,  so  residing 
as  aforesaid,  or  his  legal  representative,  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  from 
the  United  States  of  such  tract  of  land,  at  priTate  sale, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect, 
as  have  heretofore  been  provided,  by  law,  fbr  the  sale 
of  other  lands  sold  at  private  sale :  Providetiy  That  no 
more  than  one  quarter  section  of  land  ahall  be  sold  to 
any  one  individual  in  virtne  of  this  act,  and  the  same 
ahall  be  bounded  by  the  sectional  and  divisional  lines 
run,  or  to  be  run,  according  to  law :  Provided^  alao, 
That  no  lands  reserved  from  sale  by  former  acta,  or 
lands  ^hich  have  been  directed  to  be  sold  in  town  lots, 
ahall  be  sold  under  this  act. 

•*  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  person  claim- 
ing a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract 
of  land  in  virtue  of  this  act,  ahall  make  known  bis 
claim  by  delivering  a  notice,  in  writing,  to  the  register 
of  the  land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the  laud  may 
lie,  wherein  he  shall  particularly  deaignate  the  quarter 
section  he  claims ;  which  notice  the  register  shall  file 
in  his  office,  on  receiving  twenty-fite  cents  from  the 
person  delivering  the  same.  And,  in  every  case  where 
St  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  register  and 
receiver  of  public  moneys  of  the  land  office,  that  any 
person,  who  has  delivered  his  notice  of  daim,  is  enti- 
tled, according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  a  prefer- 
ence in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  quarter  section  of 
land,  such  person  so  entitled  shall  have  a  right  to  en- 
ter the  said  quarter  section,  or  half  thereof,  with  the 
register  of  the  land  office,  on  producing  his  receipt 
from  the  receiver  of  public  moneys  for  at  least  one 
twentieth  part  of  the  purchase  money,  as  in  case  of 
other  lands  aold  at  private  sale :  Provided^  That  all 
lands  to  be  sold  under  this  act,  which  ahall  not  have 
been  previously  ezposfd  to  public  sale,  ahall  be  eatared 
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irith  the  regtftar  at  toast  two  waeka  before  the  time 
whidi  nay  be  appoioted  for  the  commencement  of  the 
poMic  eale  thereof.  And  every  penon,  havinf  a  right 
of  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  a  tract  of 
land,  who  shall  fail  so  to  make  his  entry  with  the  re- 
gister within  the  time  prescribed,  his  right  shall  be 
forfeited,  and  the  land,  by  him  claimed,  shall  be  ofl^red 
at  poblic  sale  with  the  other  public  lands  in  the  dis- 
trict to  which  it  belongs." 

Mr.£iNO,  of  New  York,  obsenred  that,  if  the 
change  of  system  were  favorable  to  speculators,  he 
should  be  found  in  the  neffatire  But,so  far  from  this 
being  the  fact  he  considered  the  change  as  highly 
foTorable  to  the  poor  man ;  and  he  argued  at^some 
length,  that  it  was  calculated  to  plant  In  the  new 
eoimtry  a  population  of  independent,  unembar- 
rassed freeholders ;  that  by  ofiering  the  lands  in 
eighty-acre  lots,  it  would  place  it  in  the  power  of 
almost  every  man  to  purchase  a  freehold,  the^ice 
of  which  could  be  cleared  in  three  years ;  that  it 
would  cut  up  speculation  and  monopoly ;  that  the 
money  paid  for  the  lands  would  be  carried  from 
the  State  or  country  from  which  the  purchaser 
should  remove ;  that  it  would  prevent  the  accumu- 
lation of  an  alarminff  debt,  which  experience 
proved  never  would  and  never  could  be  paid. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  decidedlv  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  because  he  conceived  it  would  oe 
mjurious  to  the  interests  of  Louisiana,  and  of  the 
nation  at  large.  He  argued  that  the  present  sys- 
tem had  been  in  existence  twenty  vears ;  that  the 
people  were  satisfied  with  it;  that  tne  country  had 
thriven  and  prospered  under  it;  that  the  change 
would  operate  oppressively  on  a  large  class  of  ac- 
tual settlers  in  Louisiana  and  elsewhere,  who  ought 
to  be  secured  by  some  provisions,  dbc. 

Mr.  RuGOLBS  had  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
meat;  but  he  spoke  to  show  that,  if  the  change 
took  place  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  total ;  that  he  shoiud 
oppose  the  chai^  unless  the  price  was  reduced, 
and  the  land  ofi&ed  in  half  quarter  sections,  dx;. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  despaired  of  defeat- 
ing the  hill  here,  but  expressed  his  hopes  that  it 
would  meet  its  fate  in  the  other  House.  Mr.  J. 
supported  the  amendment,  and  argued  at  some 
kngth  against  the  bilL  He  contended  that  no  s]rs- 
tem  which  the  Government  had  ever  adopted  had 
been  productive  of  so  much  bnefit  to  the  nation  as 
that  under  which  the  public  lands  had  heretofore 
been  dbposed  of,  dbc. 

Mr.  Trimblb  replied  to  certain  remarks  of  Mr. 
Edwabus  and  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  the  land  sjrstem  in  Ohio, 
and  also  in  support  of  the  proposed  change. 

Mr.  Noblb  next  roscu  and  ^tered  into  a  very 
particular  examination  of  the  system,  from  its  com- 
nftencement,  twenty-five  years  slto,  up  to  the  present 
time,  to  show  the  impolicy  of  the  contemplated 
change,  and  the  proprietor  af  the  amendment.  He 
replied  at  large  to  Mr.  Kino  and  others,  to  show 
tmt  it  would  be  easy  for  speculators  and  monopo- 
lists to  combine  and  destrov  competition  at  the 
public  sale,  to  purchase  up  the  best  lands,  and  af- 
terwards to  extort  from  the  poor  an  exorbitant 
price,  to  bring  their  purchases  into  competition 
with  the  Govemment  ternds,  &c. 


Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  replied,  and  Mr.  Noblb 
rejoined;  after  which-^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Edwards's 
amendment,  and  negatived  as  follows : 

Ykas — ^Messrs.  Brown,  Edwsrds,, Johneop  of  Ken- 
tucky, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Logan,  Noble,  Smith, 
and  Thomas— 8. 

Nati — Meisrs.  Bnrrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Miller, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Rng- 
gles,  Sanibrd,  Taylor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker, 
of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Misusaippi,  Williams  of  Ten- 
nessee, an^  Wilson — ii8. 

]^r.  Noble  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  aU  that  part  thereof  which  provides 
that  the  sales  shall  be  made  for  cash ;  and  leaving 
that  part  of  the  bill  which  directs  the  lands  to  be 
ofiered  for  sale  in  half  quarter  sections. 

This  motion  was  n^^tived,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
28  to  8,  the  members  present  voting  precisely  as  on 
the  preceding  question. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  offered  to  amend 
the  bill  by  inserting  a  clause,  providing  substantially 
that  such  lands  as  should  not  bring  me  minimum 
price,  should,  after  remaining  unsold  a  certain  num- 
ber of  years,  be  offered  at  a  less  price,  and,  after 
the  lapse  of  further  time,  at  a  still  less  price,  ^bc; 
which  motion  he  offered  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  in  Louisiana,  and  elsewhere,  a  great  deal  of 
land  which  would  never  bring  the  minimum  price, 
and  that  it  ousht,  in  due  time,  to  be  offered  at  such 
a  price  as  would  induce  its  purchase  and  settlement 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mellbn 
and  Lanman,  for  the  reason  chiefly  that  it  would 
be  premature  legislation ;  and  that,  even  if  the  pro- 
vision were  now  necessary,  it  would  be  better  to 
bring  it  forward  in  a  distinct  bill,  4c.  Mr.  Leaks 
concurred  in  the  expediency  of  the  provision,  but 
not  connected  with  the  present  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived  by  a  larse  majority. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  lilanks. 
The  first  being  tnat  left  for  fixing  the  period  when 
the  new  system  shall  go  into  opneration — 

Mr.  W11.LIAM a.  of  Mississippi,  (chairman  of  the 
Land  Committee)  moved  to  nil  the  blank  with  the 
first  of  July  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  fill  it  with 
the  first  of  July,  1821.  This  motion  was  negative ; 
and  the  blank  was  then  filled,  as  moved  by  Mr. 
Williams. 

Mr.  Williams  next  moved  to  fill  the  blank  left 
for  fixing  the  minimum  price  of  lands,  with  the 
sum  of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents;  which 
sum  had  been  agreed  on  by  the  Land  Committer 
as,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  most  fair  ana 
reasonable. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  one 
dollar  and  fifty  cents. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  would  prefer  fixing 
the  price  at  one  dollar  only. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  9I  60, 
and  in  favor  of  91  25;  and,  after  some  remarks 
from  each  of  the  gentlemen  in  support  of  tiieir  dif- 
ferent opinions-* 
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The  h\a3ok  was  filled  with  «•!«  doOar  amd  twmtty- 
Jboe  cents,  by  a  large  minoritY. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  as  amended. 

The  bill  further  suspending  the  sale  or  forfeiture 
of  lands,  for  non-payment,  was  also  taken  up,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Thomas  g^ive  notice  that  he  should,  on 
Thursday  week,  ask  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  for 
giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers 
on  the  public  lands. 

PROPERTY  LOST,  Ac. 
The  bill  to  make  compensation  for  horses,  ^., 
lost  or  destroyed  in  the  Seminole  war,  was  taken 

Mr.  Flbasa'Nts,  after  Btatiii|^  that  there  had 
been  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  oth^ 
Hou3e,  whkh  he  understood  would  throw  consid- 
erable light  oh  the  events  out  of  which  this  bill 
mm,  ami  which  he  should  be  glad  to  examine 
before  it  was  finally  acted  on,  moved  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eaton  opposed  the  motion,  as  the  only  &ct 
disclosed  by  the  report  referred  to,  which  could 
afibcC  the  bdl,  was  provided  for  by  the  proviso  yes- 
terday added  to  the  bill. 

A  short  debate  followed  between  Mr.  Eaton 
and  Mr.  Pleabants,  entering  somewhat  i|ito  the 
merits  of  the  bill ;  in  which  it  was  advocated  by 
the  former ;  and,  though  not  opposed  by  the  latter 
gentleman,  vet  he  offered  some  reasons  to  show 
why  it  would  be  better  and  cheaper  to  pay  the  full 
value  of  those  horses  in  the  first  instance,  and  sell 
them  when  the  service  was  pecform^  than  to 
pay  forty  cents  a  day  for  their  use,  and  then  allow 
compensation  for  such  losses  as  were  provided  for 
by  this  bill. 

The  discussion  ended  in  a  variation  of  the  mo-; 
tion  to  posqione  the  bill  to  Monday  next,  which 
was  agreed  to. 


Thdbsdat,  March  9. 

The  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  entitled  "An  act 
respecting  a  navigable  communication  between 
LaJce  Erie  and  the  Ohio  river ;"  and  the  act  was 
lead,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals. 

The  PRBsinBNT  also  communicated  a  resolution 
of  the  same  Legislature,  respecting  a  pre-emption 
of  twelve  sections  of  land,  for  seats  of  justice  in 
new  counties ;  and  the  resolution  was  read)  and 
referred  to  the  Committae  on  Public  Lands. 

The  foUowing  Message  was  received  from  the 

PBSaiDENT  OF  THE  UmITED  StATEB  : 

To  the  President  pro  tempore  of  the  Senate.' 

I  timnsait  to  ths  Senats  copies  of  Mndry  pspers, 
having  relation  to  the  treaty  of  tSd  Pebroacy,  1819, 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  which  hayabeen 
reeeived  at  the  Department  of  State,  and  have  net  be- 
fore been  cottmanioated  to  the  Senate. 

JAJtfES  MONROE. 
lUmeB  8,  1830. 
The  Message,  together  with  the  accoinpaB|Hif 


pacers,  were  vead,  aad  one  thonsaiwt  copies  thenof 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RuooLBB.  from  the  Committee  of  Gktmt. 
to  whom  the  suotect  was  referred,  reported  a  bm 
for  the  relief -of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ;  and  the  hill 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memonal  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^ 
remonstrating  affainst  any  change  in  the  revenue 
system  of  the  United  States;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  C«n- 
merce  and  Mami&ctures. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Comeiittee  of  CkiiiiB, 
to  whom  was  r^erred  the  petition  of  John  Dek- 
fi^,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolvtioii, 
that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  oo^ht  not  to  he 
granted.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Gobi- 
mittee  on  Military  Affiurs.  to  whom  the  subjeet 
was  referred,  reported  a  biil  for  the  relief  of  Reibcft 
Swartwout;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKBRsoN,  fro^i  the  Committee  on  -Com- 
BMTce  and  Manu&ctures^  to  whom  the  subjeot  was 
referred,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  relief  for  siek 
and  diaabWd^seamen ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DioKERSoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bilL  de- 
claring die  consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  or  the 
State  of  Ckorgia,  passed  on  the  nineteendi  day  of 
December,  1618 ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKBRSON,  from  the  same  committee.-  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  r^K)rted  a  hill  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one  of 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New 
Hampshire;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  reading. 

Mr.  DioxBRsoN,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  to 
provide  for  elothiiu;  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
m  domestic  manunctures ;  and  die  hill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  seccmd  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBRTS,  from  the  Coimaittee  of  daims, 
to  whom  was  referred  die  jpetition  of  Thomas  L. 
Ogden,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  others,  made  a  ce- 
pwt,  accompanied  by  a  b^  for  the  rcUef  of  Tho- 
mas L.  Ogden,  and  others.  The  report  and  faUl 
were  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBRRTS,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the^ietition  of  Ephraim  Hart, 
made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that 
er  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  he  granted. 


theprayerof      .  ^     

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration 
[wrt.of  the  CommiUee  on  Finance,  upon  the  ptti- 
don  of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and  die  further  oes- 
sidention  thereof  was  postponed  until  Thuwday 
next 

The  bill  for  die  relief  of  Joseph  LefthYre^  and 
also  die  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  iie 
at  Savannah,  in  Gecngia,  were  read  the  tecood 
time. 

The  bill,  endded  <<Ar  act  making  i^ipBopsft- 
tions  for  the  sapport  of  the  Navy  of  the  Ujnlcd 
States,  for  die  year  1880,"  was  read  die 
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toaoe,  and  referred  to  the  CmBorittee  on  Naral 
AffiuR. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
Vftifbim  sptem  of  bankmptey  duroughout  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  the  fnrther  considmtion  thereof 
was  postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  dHy 
for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resimied,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  Vtneent  Grant;  and  the  further  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  Presidbrt  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  made  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  Senate  oi  the  1st  instant,  contain- 
iag  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent, 
food,  arieiiur  from  the  sales  of  public  lanw»  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  to  the  30ch 
of  Saplamber,  1S19 ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  hill  making  further  j^nsion  for  the  sale  of 
fablic  lands  was  read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  the 
question,  "  Shall  this  Inllpass?''  it  wasdelerminad 
in  the  amrmative— yc^as  31,  nays  7,  as  follow*: 

TsAc-T-MeMTs.  BarriU»  DSmm,  Dick«n*n,  Eaton* 
EUiott  GaiUardj  Hunter,  King  of  Alabama^  King  of 
New  York,  LtiUDaB«  Leake,  Lowrie«  Macon,  MeUen, 
MorrH,  Otis^  Palmer,  ^arrott,  Pleasante,  Roberta,  Rag" 
^es,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Tichen<Hr,  Trimble,  Tan 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Misaissippi, 
Willlama  of  TenDessee,  and  Wilson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Kan* 
tueky,  Johnson  of  Lonisbna,    Logan,  Noble,  and 

S6  it  was  resolred  that  this  bill  pass,  and  that 
tke  tide  thereof  be,  ^An  act  making  furdier  pro- 
yision  for  the  sale  of  publii^  lands." 

The  bdl  fiffther  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  sale  or  fbrfeiture  of  lands,  for  failure  in  com- 
pfeting-tfae  payment  thereon,  was  ^ead  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Tne  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  John  Harding,  Giles  Harding,  John  Shute,  and 
John  Nichollsj  and  the  blank  haying  been  filled 
with  "900,"  It  was  reported  to  the  House;  and, 
Mng  coBcwred  in,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Frioat,  March  10. 

Mr.  8akpor»^  from  the  Committee  on  Finaaioey 
tawhom  was  referred  th»  petition  of  Benjamin 
WcUs,  xnxMted  a  bill,  sapptemenlaiir  to  the  act, 
eortitM  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells, 
9md  others;"  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
the  second  readiag. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  on  PiMc 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  supplement* 
aiy  to  the  several  acta  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  i&  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Miasoori 
Territory,  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read. 

Ifr.  Sif  iTB^  from  the  Comaodttee  on  the  Jndi* 
ciary,  to  whom  was  rderred  the  bill  more  efiecto- 
ally  to  proTide  for  the  piunihmeflt  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States  and  for  other  purposes; 


and,  also,  the  bill  further  to  amend  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States,  reported  the  same, 
renieetrrely^without  amendment. 

Mr.  Van  Dyks,  from  the  Committee  of  C^ims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  heretofore 
made  upon  the  petition  of  Samtfsl  F.  Ho^er, 
made  a  further  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolu- 
tion, that  the  prayer  of  the  petitions  ought  not 
to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolution  were 
read. 

Mr.  MaLLBN  gare  notice,  that,  on  Monday  next, 
he  should  ask  reave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  appor< 
tioning  the  Representatiyes  in  the  Seventeenth 
Congress  to  be  dected  in  the  Commonweahh  of 
MasMM^husetts  and  the  State  of  Maine. 

The  Sfnate  resumed  the  con»deration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
rmrred  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart;^  and  the 
further  ponsioeration  thereof  was  postponed  until 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Osdeft  and 
others ;  the  bill  to  [NKHride  for  clothing  me  Army 
of  the  United  Statea  in  domestic  manujGBtctores; 
the  hill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light-hoase 
on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  PDrtsmamhi 
in  New  Hampshire;  the  bill  declaring  the  coih 
sent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
ffio,  passed  the  19th  day  of  Decemb^,  1818;  the 
bill  tor  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and,  also, 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deskmde ;  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  R0BiRT8%  from  the  Committee  of  Chims, 
to  whom  waa  rerarred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Pot- 
ter, made  a  nsport^  accompanied  by  a  resoiation 
that  the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be 
granted.    Tne  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  rebef  of  John  Hsffdingy  Giles  Harding, 
John  Shute,  and  John  NiohoUs;  and  it  was  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  uip  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Vincent  Grant,  authorizing  compensation  for  a 
house,  dbc.,  destroyed  by  the  enemy  at  BuC&lo,  in 
the  late  war. 

The  Senate  occupied  some  time  in  •ig^fnming 
the  merits  oi  this  case,  to  ascertain  if  the  oeeu^pa- 
tion  of  the  prcMperty  by  the  Amerioan  troops  was 
such  a  one  as  had  beoi  recognised  b^  the  Senate 
as  entitling  the  case  to  rdief.  The  discussion  was 
entered  into  by  Mesui.  Wilsok,  Bubbill,  SmivKj 
Otis,  Lanman,  Van  Dyke,  Robebts.  aid  Lo- 
gan. The  bill  was  ultimately  postponea  to  Wed- 
nesday, for  f\irther  evidence  of  the  foots. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  diat  the  House  have  passed 
a  resdution  to  authorize  the  publication  of  part  of 
the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the  Articles 
of  Confederation,  in  which  resolution  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  H.  Piatt,  together  with  the  ameuimeBt 
pvopoeed  thereto;  and  the  further  consideratioa 
ttiereof  was  postponed  until  Mottday  next. 
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Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Oommittee  o&  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  refimred  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Indiana,  respecting  the 
boundary  lin&  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  ascertain  and 
designate  certain  boundaries }  and  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  (he  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  proriding  for 
the  better  ominization  of  the  T^easury^  Dq>art- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  uatil  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumea,  as  in  Cotmnittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  appoint  a  receiver  of  public  moneys  and  register 
of  tne  land  office  for  the  district  of  Lawrence 
county,  in  the  Arkansas  Territory,"  and  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto^  it  was  reported  to 
the  House,  and  passed  to  the  thurd  reading. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
7b  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  tranemit  to  Congress  a  report  from  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  of  the  operations  of  that  institation  dtiriog 
the  last  year. 

JAME8  MONROE. 
MAmcB  10,  1820. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanying 
report,  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Pat- 
rick Cassin.  deceased  *;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereor  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers  by  G^te^  at 
Savannah,  in  Georgia;  and  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  KiNO^  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  the  — — ,  the  regu- 
lations and  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  navigation,"  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
April,  1818,  be,  and  hereby  are,  extended  and  made 
applicable  to  the  oolong  or  island  of  Bermuda,  to  the 
IVovidence  or  Bahama  islands,  and  to  all  other  colo- 
nies, islands,  and  places  under  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain,  in  Uie  West  Indies,  which  are  not  now  in- 
clnded  within  the  regulatid^ns  and  provisions  of  the  act 
afofesaid, 
Resobfed,  That,  irom  and  after  the~-«-,  no  goods, 
'  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
the  province  of  Nova  Bootia,  the  island  of  Newfound- 
land, or  its  dependencies,  the  colony  or  island  of  Ber- 
muda, the  Providence  or  Bahama  islands,  or  any 
of  them ;  or  from  any  other  province,  colony,  island, 
or  place,  under  the  dominion  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  West  Indies,  except  such  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, only,  as  are  truly  of  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manufacture,  of  the  province,  colony,  or  place  from 
which  the  same  shall  be  directly  imported  into  the 
United  States ;  and  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
chandise, prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the  United 
States  as  aforesud,  which,  after  the  said  •^-^,  shall  be 
imported  or  attempted  to  be  imported  into  the  United 


States,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  be 
liable  to  seizure  and  forfeiture  to  the  United  States. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PROPERTY  LOST,  dtc- 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Gabriel  Grodfroy,  [making  him  compensation  for 
a  barn  destroyed  by  the  United  States  ttoopa,  in 
the  battle  of  the  River  Raisin.] 

This  bill  gave  riae  to  considerable  discussion, 
chiefly  on  the  propriety  of  allowing  compensation 
for  damage  done  by  a  soldier,  when  it  was  not  in 
evidence  that  he  acted  by  the  command  of  an 
officer.  But  this  case  derived  no  little  interest 
frrom  the  great  gallantry  of  the  act  which  gave  rise 
to  this  claim. 

The  anecdotcu  as  related  by  Mr.  Trimble,  antl 
confirmed  by  other  gentlemen  from  the  Westlwas 
briefly  this :  In  the  combmed  attack  by  the  Brit- 
ish and  Indians  on  General  Winchester's  army  at 
the  river  Rabin,  the  enemy  derived  great  advan- 
tage from  a  bam  within  short  rifle  shot  of  the 
|)icketinf  of  the  American  camp,  by  means  of 
which  mey  were  not  only  sheltmd,  out  enaUed 
to  fire  into  the  pickets.  It  wz^  all-important  that 
the  bam  should  be  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  dis- 
lodged. The  soldier  in  question,  at  the  almost 
certain  sacrifice  of  his  life,  rushed  from  the  pick- 
ets to  the  bam  with  a  torch  and  set  it  on  fire,  and 
had  the  good  fortune  to  escape  the  bullets  that 
were  showered  at  him.  It  was  this  bam,  which 
the  soldier's  torch  destroyed,  that  compensation 
was  prayed  for. 

Messrs.  Rdgqles,  Trimblb,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky, Smith,  Looan,  Williams,  and  Morril> 
took  part  in  the  discussion,  which  ended  (af^  the 
failure  of  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill)  in  orders 
ing  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Leiebvre  was 
next  taken  up,  [to  make  payment  for  property 
destroyed  in  the  late  war  at  New  Orleans ;]  and 
after  being  earnestly  contested  between  Messrs. 
Johnson  of  Louisiana  and  Brown  for  the  bill, 
and  Mr.  Roberts  against  it,  it  was  also  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy ; 
and  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  second  section 
thereof,  which  provides  for  the  appointment,  by  the 
district  judges,  of  commissioners  of  banbruptc^ — 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  observed  that  lie  had  an  oinectton 
to  the  provisions  of  this  section.  He  would  prefer 
that  these  commissioners  should  be  appointed  in 
such  numbers  as  might  from  time  to  time  be 
deemed  necessary,  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  B.  moved  so  to  amend  the  section 
as  to  make  it  conform  to  his  wishes. 

Mr.  Otis  was  in  fiscvor  of  the  amendment  Un- 
der the  former  s3rstem  the  commissioners  were 
origindly  appointed  by  the  judges ;  but  it  was  after- 
wards found  proper  to  transfer  their  appointment 
to  the  Executive,  and  the  mode  was  accordingly 
dtered.  Mr.  O.  observed,  however,  that  instead 
of  bestowing  the  time  and  labor  of  the  Senate  on 
the  consideration  of  amendments  which  after  ail 
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might  be  thrown  awar^  he  thought  it  would  be 
bettor  for  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  in  inrinci- 
i^e  to  a  bankrupt  system  to  state  their  objections 
before  the  details  or  the  bill  were  considered,  that 
it  might  be  seen  what  proq>ect  there  was  of  any 
system  at  all  prevailing. 

Mr.  Macon  was  adverse  to  the  amendment 
He  considered  it  more  proper  for  the  court  to  ap- 
point these  commissioners  than  for  the  Executive. 
The  sjrstem  ought  to  be  altogether  juidicial.  ,  The 
courts  appointed  their  clerks,  ^.,  and  they  would 
be  better  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  and 
fitness  of  individuals  to  be  selected  for  commis- 
sioners, in  the  different  States,  than  the  President 
could  be.  He  had  always  thought  it  would  have 
been  better,  under  the  old  system,  for  the  courts  to 
have  continued  to  make  the  appointments.  The 
change  had  taken  place  early  m  Mr.  Jefierson's 
administration,  when  feelings  were  very  warm,  and 
miff ht  have  been  in  some  degree  the  result  of  polit- 
ical feeling. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  had  witnessed  the  operation  of  the 
latter  mode  in  his  part  of  the  country,  and  had 
considered  it  the  most  proper,  and  it  nad  given 
most  satisfaction.  He  thought  the  appointment  by 
the  Executive  would  be  the  most  likely  mode  to 
prevent  partiality  Gt  favoritism.  The  judee  might 
select  three  commissioners  out  of  the  whole  num- 
bear  appointed  by  the  President ;  and  Mr.  B.  would 
be  in  favor  of  a  large  number  being  appointed  by 
the  President  with  ^hat  view. 

Mr.  Macon  referred  to  instances  to  show  that 
to  give  appointments  to  the  President  and  Senate 
did  not  always  insure  honest  officers;  and  was 
still  of  opinion  that  the  judges  woidd  be  better  able 
to  ajppoint  proper  persons  in  their  own  districts. 

*Nbr.  Ona  observed,  in  substance,  that  the  ofiioe 
of  commissioner  was  itself  a  iudicial  ofiice,^  and 
one  of  gr^t  power  and  respcmsibility,  and  invMved 
the  exercise  of  duties  in  some  respects  equal  to 
those  of  the  judge  himself.  Mr.  O.  had  considered 
the  change  made  in  the  old  system  as  beneficiial, 
and  was  of  opinion  that,  to  commit  the  appoint- 
ment of  men  to  whom  were  confided  duties  so  im- 
portant and  of  so  higb  a  character  to  the  district 
judges,  would  be  inexpedient. 

Mr.  DicKERaoN  was  also  in  fovor  of  the  amend- 
ment There  were  cases  in  which  appeal  would 
be  had  from  the  commissioners  to  the  velry  judge 
vdio  ¥rould  appoint  them,  unless  the  amendment 
prevailed.  This,  he  thought,  would  be  inmroper, 
and  of  itself  showed  the  expieidiency  of  vestmg  the 
amxnntment  in  the  President  It  would  prevent 
the  appointment  of  prejudiced  or  partial  persons, 
and  be  more  likely  to  produce  eqmty  and  fairness 
in  all  cases,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to  \  when 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  presuming  there  would 
be  many  other  amendments  offered  to  the  details 
of  the  bill,  moved,  for  the  purpose  of  g[iving  time 
for  their  {reparation,  and  also  for  eonsidering  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  which  was  now  fully  under 
consideration,  to  postpone  it  to  Monday ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

And  on  motion,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Monday,  March  13. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referr«i  the  peti- 
tion of  William  March ;  and  the  report  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
John  F.  Ross  and  others,  in  behalf  of  William 
Conner,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
gpntittg  to  William  Conner  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion to  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land ;  and 
the  report  and  bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed 
to  the  second  readinfir. 

Mr.  Mellen  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring" 
in  a  bill  for  apportioning  the  Representatives  in 
the  Seventeenth  Congress  to  be  elected  in  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  for  other  purposes ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Dicicerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  the  district 
of  Pearl  river;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing motion  tor  consideration,  as  an  additional  rule : 

No  person  except  members  of  tbe  House  of  Repre- 
■entativesy  their  Clerk,  Heads  of  the  Executive  Depart* 
ments,  Chaplains  of  Congress,  Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States, 
Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, persons  who  hay»  been  members  of  the  Senate, 
House  of  Representatives,  or  heads  of  the  Executive 
Departments,  persons  who  by  name  have  received  the. 
thanks  of  Congress  for  their  good  conduct  in  the  land 
or  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  the  Secretary  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  Governors  of  any 
of  the  States  and  foreign  Ministers  resident  at  the  Seat 
of  Government,  shall  be  adiiliitted  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate. 

On  motion,.by  Mr.  Trimble, 

Reidvedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
cause  to  be  communicated  to  the  Senate,  a  state- 
ment of  the  quantity  of  land  which  has  been  sold, 
the  quantity  which  remains  unsold,  and  the  amount 
of  sales  in  each  land  district  in  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respet^tively. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  report  heretofore  made  upon  the 
petition  of  Samuel  F.  Hooker ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
otiffht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Joseph  Potter ;  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved,  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  ou^ht  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  boun- 
daries ;  and,  also,  the  bill  supplementary  to  an  act, 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  Wells 
aiid  others  ;'^  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  publication  of 
part  of  the  secret  Journal  of  Congress  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  read  the  second 
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time,  and  referred  to  the  Goouoittee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Harding,  Giles 
Har^ing^  John  Shute,  and  John  Nicholls,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  ihe  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfroy  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed^ 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Lefeh^re  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of 
public  moneys  and  register  of  the  land  office  for 
the  district  of  Lawrence  county,  in  the  Arkansas 
Territory,"  was  reAd.  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a 
late  campaign  against  the  Seminole  Indians  3  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed  un- 
til Wednesday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mary  Cassin,  widow  and  administratrix  of  Pat- 
rick Cassin,  deceased ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  co^ideration  of  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  several:  acts  for  the  adjustment  orumd  claims 
in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Territory, 
together  with  the  amendment  reported  thereto  by 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednes- 
day next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  tlie  consideration  of  the  bill  more  efiec- 
tually  to  provide  for*  the  punishment  of  certain 
crimes  against  the  United  States  and  for  other  pur- 
poses;  and  the  further  consideration  theicof  was 
peotooaed  until  Wednesday  next 

Tne  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  Ull  further  to 
amend  the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States ; 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  *until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  S^ate  resumed,  as  in  Committee-  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in  domes- 
tic manufactures;  and  the  furth^  consideration 
thereof  was  postponed  until  Friday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals  near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  aad 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Wednesday  next 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of 
Georgia,  passed  the  nineteenth  day  of  Decemb^, 
1818 ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday  next 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  eave  notice  that,  oh 
Wednesday  next,  he  should  a^  leave  to  brinff  in 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  public  land. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  C<Nimiittee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  UU  for  the  rottef 
of  Robert  Swartwout ;  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  rqxnted  to  the  Hovae, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a-  third  tifinu 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  tfae'relkf 
of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde ;  and  no  amendmenft  haTing 
been<maMie  thereto^  it  was  reported  to  the  Htmse, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  luid  read  a  third  timei 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  bankrupt  bill  having,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  been  taken  un — 
*  Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  tjipugh  he,  and  he  pre- 
sumed other  gentlemen,  held  themselTes  in  reiidi* 
ness  to  examine  and  reply  to  the  common  objec- 
tions made  to  this  act,  yet  he  felt  unwilling  to 
occupy  tii^e  by  an  eulogium  upon  a  sysftem,  or 
arguments  in  its  favor,  which  were  probably  fa- 
muiar  to  alL  It  was  an  act  of  immense  import* 
ance,  to  which  the  public  looked  vvith  anxious  ex- 
pectation, and,  unless  he  was  entitle  to  augur 
from  gentlemen  ^  universal  disposition  in  ita 
favor,  he  wished  some  of  them  would  faror  the 
Senate  with  their  objections. 

Mr.  Eaton  said  he  wished  for  a  diseassion  i^kmi 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  moved  to  postpone  it  Co 
Thursday,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day ;  whieh, 
after  notice  of  an  amendment  which  Mr.  Dickeb- 
BON  said  he  should  move  in  regard  to  some  of  the 
excepted  classes,  was  agreed  to. 


TtTBsoAY,  March  14. 

Mr.  S^NFORn  presenled  the  men»nnal  of  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Coknpany,  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  pomyin^  a  law  may  be  passed  aotfaorizin^ 
the  issuing  of  registers  for  their  steam  fweida  to 
the  memoiutlists,  in  their  oorpcnate  name,  and  an* 
thorizing  the  President  of  tne  United  Stales  to 
issue  oommiwions  to  the  persons  commanding  the 
sam^.  or  in  anv  other  niode  to  invest  them  widi 
the  cLaracter  cv  public  vessds ;  and  also  allowing 
the  usual  drawback  on  all  foreign  coals  and  sea 
stores  actually  consumed  and  to  be  conaumed  an 
board  the  said  steam  packets,  under  certain  re- 
strietions  and  regulations;  and  also  directing  the 
PoBtmaster  General  to  contract  with  them  for  tbe 
transportation  of  the  public  foreign  mails ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  refened  to  the  Cmmnittee 
on  Commerce  andJManufaotures. 

Mr.  PlbasantS)  from  the  Committee  on  Naiad 
Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  refkred  the  bill,  entitled 
^'An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sapport  of 
the  Navy  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820,*^ 
reported  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  refoired,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Pieite  Denis  de  la  Ronde;  and  the 
bUl  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  HiTNTSR,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  €ki* 
briel  Winter,  made  a  report,  ajceompanied  by  a  btU 
to  authoi-ize  the  legal  representattves  of  filiaha 
Winter  and  William  Winter  to  institute  a  lull  in 
equity  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right  against 
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the  United  States;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
pMnd  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  MoiutiL,  from  the  Connnittee  of  Claims,  to 
utoon  the  suljects  were  reepectively  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  or  John  Rodriguez ;  a 
bill  fior  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost ;  and  also  a 
bill  fortherelief  of  Alexander  Milne;  and  the  bills 
wore  sererally  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

Bfr.  LooAN  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
DobeoD  and  others  of  Missouri,  praying  certain 
mivikges  in  consideration  of  their  services  in  de- 
fending the  frontier  of  that  Territory  against  the 
aggressions  of  the  Indians ;  and  the  memorial  was 
roMl,  and  rderred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Luds. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
refeifed  the  petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  oth- 
er* ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  re^ 
ferred  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart ;  and,  on  mo- 
tion by  Mr.  3  ahford,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and 
tke  further  considekation  thereof  was  postponed 
UBtil  Monday  next. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seameti 
"was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  resoiotions  sub- 
naittcd  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  on  the  10th 
iaetcnt^ooiiceming  navigadoiL 

Mr.  Kino  explained  prettf  n^h  at  large  his 
Tiem  in  offering  the  remlatioiis,  and  the  reasons 
which  he  ccmceived  should  induce  ^us  Gorem- 
mcnt  to  adopt  the  policy  which  they  tuggeitod; 
after  which  the  resolutions  were,  on  his  motion^ 
itiined  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Osx  motbn  by  Mr.  Kiico,  of  New  York,  the  pa- 
ran  and  documents  in  siq>p<nrt  of  the  claim  of 
Geoffe  Waters  to  a  pension  were  refenred  to  the 
Comnittee  oa  PensioBs. 

Mr*  DioKBRBOK,  from  the  Committee  on  Com*- 
meree  and  Manunetaresyto  whom  the  sobieet  was 
refrned^  reported  a  bill  to  establish  tfai^  distriot  of 
Blakeley ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  readiBg. 

Mr.  D.  abo  gave  notice,  that,  tOi-monow,  he 
shoold  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide  ft>r 
tbepoushment  of  piracy  and  other  crimes. 

The  Senate  took  iro  the  rule  submitted  yester- 
dayr  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  to  prescribe  what 
petsoBs  shall  be  admitted  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate; whidi,  having  been  amended,  and  afler  un* 
detgeing  some  disddssion,  was  postponed,  on  the 
iBOCion  of  Mr.  JonireoN,  of  Kentoeky,  to  Monday 
neoBt. 

Mr.  John 6oir«  of  Louisiana^  gave  notice,  that 
to'^norrow,  he  sliould  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  bill 
to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  dietnet  of  Te* 
chjk  in  me  Slate  of  Louisiana. 

The  bill  apportioning  the  Representatives  in  the 
Seventeeftth  Congress,  to  be  elected  in  the  Com-^  I 


monwealth  of  Massachusetts  and  the  State  of 
Maine,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju^ 
diciary. 

The  bill  ^[ranting  to  William  Conner  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  six  hundred  and  forty  aeies  of 
land,  and  also  the  bill  to  establish  the  district  of 
Pearl  river,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Ccnnmittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bilT  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  D^art- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  Thursday  next 

Tne  bill  for  the  relief  of  Robert  Swartwout  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Busan 
Berzat,  made  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Berzat,  deceased,  and  the  report  and  bill  were  read 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

T&e  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rosalie  P.  Deslonde 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  ot  Mary  Cassin,  widow 
and  administratrix  of  Patrick  Cassin,  deceased, 
was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  oi  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  mltef 
of  certain  sufiiners  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Creorgia. 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponea 
until  Friday  next 

The  Semite  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thoioaas  L.  Og^en  and  others ;  and,  on  motion 
by  Mr.  Wilbon,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  horn  the  other  HoBse  making  appro- 
priatioBs  for  the  siq>port  of  the  Navy  for  tiMsyear 
1890,  having  been  rqiorted  £rom  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, by  Mr.  Plbabants,  without  amendment*— 

The  Senate  took  up  the  said  bill  as  in  Comndt- 
teeofthe  Whc^ 

Mr.  Plbabants  took  a  brief  view  of  the  details 
of  the  bill,  exjdaining  the  reasons  for  difieient  items 
of  appropriation :  the  amount  of  naval  force  in- 
tendea  to^  employed  in  the  present  yeuty  where 
and  how  to  be  employed ;  the  necessity  therefor, 
dbc.;  after  whiehf  no  amendment  bein|^  oflered,  the 
bill  was  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
and  was  read  a  third  time  by  general  consent, 
passed,  and  relumed  to  the  oth^  House. 

NEW  JUDICIAL  CIRCUIT. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  biU  to  amend  tke 
judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  beinr  thebill 
to  form  a  new  judicial  circuit  <^  the  States,  of 
Tennessee  and  iUabama,  and  for  the  appointment 
of  a  circuit  judge  therefor. 

On  this  bdl  a  debate  of  considerable  length  took ' 
place---not  from  any  diversity  of  opinion  on  the 
propriety  of  afibrding  some  judicial  assistance  in 
relieving  the  dockets  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky) 
particularly  the  latter,  from  the  vast  accmnulation 
of  business  in  theircourts^  and  of  extending  some 
relief  to  the  judge  of  the  eighth  cirout,  but  on  the 
mode  of  doing  itj  whether  by  creating  a  new 
cireuit,  with  a  circuit  judge,  or  by  extending  circuit 
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powers  to  district  judges,  ^..and  generally  on 
the  organization  of  the  tederal  judiciary  in  the 
Western  and  Southwestern  States,  6lc.  Messrs. 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  Ruggles,  Buraill, 
Lanman,  Brown,  King,  of  Alabama,  Smith, 
ELiTON,  Logan,  Leake,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
and  Walker,  of  Alabama,  took  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion. 

In  the  fourse  bf  the  debate  Mr.  Brown  moved 
to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  modifications 
which  had  teen  suggested  in  the  cour^  of  the  dis- 
cussion ;  but,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  to  postpone  the  bill  until  Thursday 
next ;  which  was  agreed  to. 


Wednesday,  March  16. 

Mr.  Taylor  presented  the  petition  of  Mark 
Bamett  and  William  Perry,  heirs  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam Perry,  deceased,  praviuff  the  privilege  of  lo- 
cating a  certain  tract  of  land  belonginff  to  their 
ancestor ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississijipi,  submitted  the 
following  motion  for  consideration  : 

Eesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inatmctcd  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  of  holding  the  diitrict  court  within  the  State 
of  MisaissippL 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committeeon  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  apportioning  the 
representatives  in  the  Seventeenth  Congress  to  be 
elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 
and  the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  the  samef  without  amendment 

Mr.  Diokerson  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  respecting  piracy,  and  other  crimes ; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers 
of  the  public  lands ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  Disuict  of  Blakeley ; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  representatives  of 
Biisha  Winter  and  William  Winter  to  institute  a 
bill  in  equity  in  the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right, 
against  the  United  States;  and,  also,  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Gabriel 
Berzat,  deceased ;  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
aj^ropriations  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820^"  in  which  bill  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  biU  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  a 
late  campaign  a^inst  the  Seminole  Indians ;  and 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 


Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  more  effect- 
ually to  provide  for  the  puniahm^it  of  certain 
crimes  against  Uie  United  States,  and  for  other 
purpo^;  and  the  further  consideriition  thereof 
was  postponed  until  Monday  next  \ 

The  bill  for  the/elief  of  Vincent  Qrant,  (to  in- 
demnify him  for  the  loss  of  a  hbuse  destroyed  by 
the  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war, 
on  account,  as  he  alleged,  of  its  occupation  as  a 
depot  of  Naval  stores,  &c^  for  the  United  States* 
service)  was  taken  up. 

Some  time  veas  spent  on  this  bill,  in  which  Mr. 
Wilson  stated  the  erbunds  on  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  made  up  their  report ;  and  in  the 
investigation  of  the  facts  set  forth,  Mr.  Bdrrill 
and  Mr.  Smith  entered;  the  latter  gentleman 
particularly  spoke  at  some  length  in  examining 
this  case,  to  show  that  the  evidence  of  the  fieictB 
stated  was  unsatisfactory ;  and  adverted  to  several 
cases  of  imposition  on  the  Government,  to  show 
the  necessit]^  of  great  caution  in  deciding  frivoraUy 
on  such  claims. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  tn  the  n^^ative, 
without  a  division,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

LOUISIANA  LAND  CLAIMS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
(under  French  and  Spanish  grants)  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana  and  Territories  of  Missouri  and 
Arkansas. 

A  substitute,  heretofore  reported  by  the  Commit- 
teeon Public  Lands,  to  the  bill  originally  introduced 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  was  the  matter  first 
under  consideration. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  Messrs. 
Smith,  Brown,  Williams^  of  Mississippi,  and 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  on  a  wish  expressed  by 
the  first  named  gentleman  to  postpone  the  bill  for 
a  few  days  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  time  to  act 
on  a  memorial  from  certain  persons  claiming  land 
in  West  Florida  under  Bntish  grants,  to  adjost 
which  it  might  be  proper  to  incorporate  provisions 
in  the  present  bill.  Being  satisfied,  however,  by 
the  explanations  of  the  fnends  of  the  bill,  that  there 
was  no  necessary  connexion  between  the  present 
bill  and  the  claims  referred  to  by  Mr.  S.  he  waived 
his  motion  to  postpone  Uie  bill. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  renewed  the  motkm  to 
defer  the  consideration  of  the  bilL  He  wished  a 
day  or  two  to  examine  the  provisions  of  the  bill, 
which  were  numerous,  and  which  proposed  to 
adjust  claims  of  immense  magnitude:  ne adverted 
bnefiy  to  the  nature  of  these  claims,  to  show  that 
it  might  appear,  on  investigation,  to  be  expedient 
to  devise  some  different  mode  of  obtaining  and 
authenticating  evidence  in  the  cases,  and  of  pro- 
viding some  tribunal  for  the  fijial  settlement  of  the 
claims,  different  from  Congress^  which  he  con- 
ceived not  the  best  constituted  tribunal  for  the  ad- 
judication of  questions  such  as  those  involved  in 
the  definitive  setdement  of  these  land  titles. 

Mr.  Brown  ref>lied,  and  went  somewhat  into 
the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  the  nature  of  the  claims 
to  be  adjusted,  to  obviate  the  objections  of  Mr.  K. 
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He  did  not,  however,  object  to  a  short  postpone- 
H&ent  of  the  bill,  if  desired  for  further  examination ; 
and  the  bill  was  postponed  to  Friday. 

JOHN  H.  PIATT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,  (providing 
for  the  equitable  adjustment  of  his  claims  against 
the  Government  for  supplying  the  Northwestern 
aimv  in  the  late  war.) 

Tne  amount  which  the  bill  would  admit  to  the 
credit  of  the  petitioner  is  very  considerable,  and 
the  Senate  were  occupied  until  after  4  o'clock  in 
a  very  close  and  laborious  investigation  of  the  &cts 
of  tfaie  case^  and  the  multifarious  circuoLstances 
and  Yolummous  documents  connected  with  it. 
MesffK.  Wilson,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Lowrie,. 
LooAN,  RuGGLBs,  Trimblb,  Lanman,  Lloyd, 
Oti8^  Burrill,  Van  Dyke,  and  Morril,  entered 
largely  into  the  examination  of  the  subject,  but  the 
Senate  had  not  decided  on  it  when  (a  motion,  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  for  a  re^rt  on  the  case  in  detail 
being  under' consideration)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TnuRsnAY,  March  16. 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  qaotion  for 
consideration : 

Ruohedy  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Mmnniaetiirae  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
dienoy  of  having  buoys  placed  at  the  several  inlets, 
and  on  some  of  the  shoals,  on  the  coast  of  North 
Carolina* 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  6f  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Uie  heirs  of  Edward  McCarthy, 
and  thesamewas  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry 
for  the  district  of  Teche,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  same  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  6. 
Rice^  of  Boston,  praying  the  ben^t  of  drawback 
on  nine  bales  of  colored  cottons,  imported  from 
Calcutta  and  exported  to  Leghorn ;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  John  Delafidd ;  uid,  in 
oencurrence  therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
the  netitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  RtraoLBs  gave  notice  tnat,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  grant  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain 
sections  of  land. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  of  holding  the 
district  court  within  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  and 
agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  apnropriationa 
for  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  for  the  I 


year  1820,"  was  read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  respecting  piracy  and  other  crimes  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt— rthe  motion  to 
recommit  the  case  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
for  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts,  offered  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Lowrie,  being  still  under  consideration ; 
which  motion  was,  on  motion  6f  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Tennessee,  so  modified  as  to  refer  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  oh  the  Judiciary. 

After  a  good  deal  of  discussion,  on  the  motion 
for  reference,  and,  incidentally,  on  the  merits  of 
the  case,  between  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
Burrill,  Trimble,  Leake,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Wilson,  Rugoles,  Macon.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  Van  Dyke,  the  bul  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  systein  of  bankruptcy  throughout 
the  nation. 

Mr.  Smith,  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, which  prepared  the  bill,  explained  the  rea- 
sons which  induced  the  committee  to  report  the 
bill :  not  that  the  proposition  to  enact  sucn  a  law 
had  received  the  decided  approbation  of  the  whole 
committee,  or  of  himself  in  particular,  but  because 
it  was  a  subject  of  great  magnitude  and  impor- 
tance to  society,  on  the  policy  of  which  it  was 
S roper  for  the  Senate  to  nave  the  opportunity  of 
elioerating  in  a  systematic  and  matured  shape. 
Mr.  S.  offered  a  few  reasons  which  inclined  him 
at  present  to  vote  aga^ist  the  bill;  though  he 
would  not  say  that  it  might  not  receive  such  a 
form — he  should  himself  assist  in  giving  it  such 
a  one — as  to  obtain  his  support.  However,  he 
thought  it  incumbent  on  the  friends  of  the  system 
to  come  forward  and  establish  the  necessity  and 
sustaih  the  expediency  of  the  measure,  ^. 

Mr.  Dickers  ON  made  the  motion  which  he  had 
intimated  on  Monday,  to  strike  out  one  or  two  of 
the  excepted  classes ;  but  subsequently  waived  his 
motion  to  give  place  to  the  motion  made  by  Mr. 
Eaton. 

Mr.  Otis,  of  Massachusetts,  observed,  that  he 
felt  no  other  objection  to  state  the  general  princi- 
ples that  would  govern  him  in  voting  for  a  bank- 
rupt act,  but  what  arose  from  a  reluctance  to  appear 
to  be  offering  explanations  of  a  system  to  tnose 
whose  information  upon  most  subjects  was  more 
ample,  and  upon  this  not  less  so  than  his  own.  It 
was  a  subject  familiar  to  many,  and,  as  he  had 
thought,  not  entirely  novel  in  the  researches  of  any 
honorable  member;  but  as  it  seemed  to  be  wished 
that  the  friends  of  the  bill  should  advance  in  its 
support,  he  would  make  a  few  general  and  desul- 
tory remarks,  rather  by  way  of  invitation  to  debate, 
than  as  a  professed  examination  of  the  subject  at 
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luge,  oi  an  anticipation  of  objections.  By  a  sys- 
tem of  bankruptcy  he  meant  a  legal  'J)royision, 
whereby  the  creditors  of  a  man,  whose  occnpation 
was  bu;^in^  and  selling,  mi^ht,  in  certain  events, 
arrest  him  m  his  career  to  rum,  take  his  effects  from 
his  hands,  divide  them  among  themsdres,  punish 
the  fraudolent,  restore  a  pittance  to  the  honest,  and 
the  honest  himself  to  the  society  to  which  he  was 
lost.  There  was  not^  he  said,  either  of  the  partic- 
uJlus  in  this  definition,  that  any  man  could  say 
was  miworthy  of  legislative  care,  and  they  were 
all  of  a  nature  to  merit  the  attention  and  efforts  of 
the  Senate  to  embrace  them  in  a  system,  such  as 
had  been  adopted  in  other  commercial  nations. 
The  proposition  was  one  in  re^rd  to  which,  ^n- 
erally,  no  Constitutional  question  could  be  raised. 
The  power  of  making  laws  upon  the  subject  of 
bankruptcy  was  distinctly  enumerated ;  and  it  was 
the  only  express  power  given  by  the  C3on8titutton, 
(excepting  that  of  fixing  the  standard  of  weights 
and  measures,)  the  execution  of  which  was  not 
provided  for  by  permanent  laws.  This  was  a  cu- 
rious fact,  for  the  existence  of  which  it  would,  he 
thought,  De  difllcult  to  afford  a  reasonable  and  sat- 
isfactory explanation.  His  own  opinion  was,  that 
Congress  were  in  duty  bound  to  nve  efieet  to  the 
powQii  The  powers  vested  in  Congress  by  the 
Constitudon  were  of  two  kinds :  the  first  consisted 
of  those  which  had  reference  to  the  permanent 
condition  and  ordinary  wants  of  society,  such,  for 
example^  as  the  authority  to  lay  taxes,  regulate 
conunerce^  estabbsh  courts  of  jusuce,  and  a  variety 
of  bther  cases ;  the  other  kind  was  intended  to 
meet  the  occasional  and  varying  extfencies  of  the 
countryr,  anch  as  raising  armies,  bouding  navies^ 
borrowing  monery  and  other  provisions,  which  are 
readily  diseexned  upon  a  penisal  of  the  specified 
powers.  Who  then  can  doubt  for  a  moment  that 
the  Constitution  always  intend^  that  the  laws 
made  under  it  should  be  acccnmnodated  to  the  dis- 
tinct wants  of  the  great  community,  and  that  laws 
for  the  pievention  and  redress  of  mischief,  spring* 
ing  perpetually  from  the  ccmmion  intercourse  of 
society,  should  be  always  in  force ;  while  thoseonly 
shoula  be  temporary  which  were  adapted  to  the 
great  mutations  of  national  affairs. 
The  fVaxaers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to  ap* 

gy  eiectual  remedies  to  the  real  delects  of  the  dd 
onMeration,  and  not  speculate  upon  imaginary 
poflBibilities.  Each  enumerated  power  is  no  other 
than  a  description  of  such  a  renedy  for  a  correla- 
tive imperfection,  and  was  never  meant  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  dead  letter.  It  follows,  fir  on  these 
pdnoiples,  that  the  clause  vesting  in  Congvees  the 
faculty  of  making  laws  on  tiie  subject  of  bank- 
rapfiey,  has  respect  to  a  condition  in  soeiety  exist- 
ing at  the  time — to  an  evil  ingrafted  upon  the 
stock  of  society  itself,  and  forev^  shooting  forth 
in  exuberaaee.  The  miafortuaes  of  trade  are  of 
all  times  and  all  places.  The  poor  ye  have  always 
with  you;  and  the  misfortunes  umI  the  fiands 
arow  up  together.  Coi^^ress  is  then  a  trustee  for 
tbe  nation,  for  the  exeention  of  a  power  tbat  should 
never  be  dormant,  because  the  objects  of  the  trust 
have  never  ceased  to  prefer  their  claims  to  its  ben* 
my  andare  idways  in  need  of  them.    The  Stales 


have  divested  themselves  of  the  means  of  doiD^f 
justice  between  creditcvs  and  debtors,  in  the  moet 
effectual  manner,  under  a  special  confidence  that 
Congress  would  act  for  them  in  this  behalf.  There 
is  then,  he  said,  no  discretion  left  to  Congress,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  mode  and  the  time.  They  cannot 
consistently  with  justice  refrain,  in  this  almost  sol- 
itary instance,  from  giving  effect  to  one  of  the  pur- 
poses for  w^icn  the  (institution  was  framed,  nnlev 
It  can  be  made  to  appear  that  the  time  Ins  not  yet 
arrived,  or  is  m^favorablew  In  respect,  then,  to  the 
time,  all  the  inducements  which  existed  at  the  enoeh 
of  the  Constitution  for  ^vinff  the  power  to  Con- 
fess, had  now  acquired  incalculable  force  in  ure* 
ing  on  its  exercise.  Since  the^  expiration  of  tfie 
last  act  of  bankruptcy,  the  nation  has  passed  through 
vicissitudes  of  commerce,  for  which  no  parallel  ean 
be  found  in  the  history  of  the  world.  The  tfadinff 
class  has  not  only  increased,  but  has  been  expoeed 
to  all  manner  of  temptations,  and  to  disasters  aris- 
ing out  of  th^  tempestuous  state,  not  merely  of  an 
ocean^  but  a  world.  The  allurements  to  tralBe 
were  irresistiUe,  nor  ought  the  nation  to  complain 
of  the  enterprise  of  its  citizens.  Three  hundfed 
and  fifty  millions  of  revenue  collected  from  impost 
since  the  commencement  of  the  €k>vemment,  attest 
the  usefulness  of  those  embarked  in  the  pursuits  of 
oommerce,  and  their  claims  upon  your  justice  and 
a,ttention  to  their  interest.  It  has  been  oonmoted, 
t)iat  the  number  of  insolvent  persons  in  this  Union 
is  not  less  than  seventy  thousand.  But.  supfoae 
them  to  be  only  forty  thousuid,  and  of  tnat  num* 
her  three-fburths  to  be  heads  of  families,  consisting 
of  five  persons  J  this  will  give  you  a  tottd  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  peonons  directly  in- 
volved in  distress  and  wretchedness,  to  which 
Congress  alone  can  affi>rd  relief.  Suppose  eaek 
of  tMse  debtors  to  have  only  siai  creditors^  and  yoo 
are  presented  with  a  view  of  at  least  four  humfared 
thovsand  persons  interested  in,  and  generally  soli- 
citous for,  the  passing  of  this  act 

Here  then  is  a  class  of  citizens  comprehending 
creditor  and  debtor,  which,  after  every  allowaaee 
for  erroneous  estimates,  is  numerous  and  respecta- 
ble,, and  eminently  entitled  to  attention,  by  the 
unavoidable  embarrassments  to  which  their  call- 
ing is  exposed,  entrei^ng  at  your  hands  ngMs 
reooj^UBea  in  me  Constitution,  to  which  thejr  weee 
parties,  and  the  concession  of  which,  were  it  pas*- 
sible  to  presume  them  to  be  igncrant  of  their  own 
circumstaaces,  could  afifect  mjuriously  none  but 
themselves.  Why  should  they  not  be  gratified? 
Why  should  they  alon^  composing  a  popolatictt 
equal  in  number  to  that  of  seveial  Sutes,  be  ex^ 
chided  from  the  pale  of  the  Constitution?  The 
nairohants  who  are  creditors  request  from  you  this 
law,  to  facUitate  the  recovery  of  a  portion  of  tkor 
just  debts.  The  debtors  implore  yoii  to  release 
them  from  a  thraldom  which  dooms  them  to  mis* 
ery  and  inaction,  and  makes  them  a  burden  to 
themselves  and  to  society.  These  two  interests 
being  thus  immediately  united  in  the  enactment  of 
laws  for  these  ends,  what  interest  is  cqpfpoeed  to 
them?  Scruples  were  said  to  prevail  among  the 
irfanties  and  ntrmers  ceneemin|[  the  opemtioo  of 
these  fatWB  upon  the  agncultural  interest.    But  the 
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tYtkma.  woold  be  iboad^  upon  ezaminatioD,  to  be 
hiffhiy  fftYorabk  to  this^  description  of  citizens. 
They  we^e  interested  in  it  only  m  tke  capacity  of 
eieditors ;   for,  as  debtors,  they  were  not  to  be 
included  within  the  purview.    Now,  it  was  noto- 
itoos  to  all  who  were  conversant  v^ith  the  proceed- 
ings and  results  in  cases  of  insolvency,  m  com- 
mercial towns,  that  the  eeiuntry  creditor,  who  was 
l^eneralljr  absent  at  the  moment  c^  the  eiqilosion, 
ut  most  mstances  lost  his  whole  debt    Those  who 
weie  upon  the  spot,  when  all  the  bankrupt's  prop- 
erty was  not  ateorbed  by  undue  preferences  kad 
fisodulent  araangements,  stood  some  little  chance 
of  leseuing  something  mm  detached  parts  of  the 
wreck;  but,  when  the  planter  or  farmer  came  to 
town,  ke  found  nothing  left.    On  the  other  hand, 
the  ^oardian  care  of  the  bankrupt  law  extended  to 
the  concerns  of  the  absent,  equudly  as  of  those  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  debtw.    They  had  thus'  the 
advantages  of  aU  the  vigilanceand  activity  of  those 
whose  opportunities  for  observatbn  and  means  of 
informatioa  pointed  out  the  moment  for  stooping 
the  failing  trader  in  his  course,  and  who  could  <ake 
no  measure  that  would  not  redound  to  the  com- 
mon advantage  of  all  parties  coneecned.    Mr.  O. 
then  adverted  to  the  usages,  of  the  principal  com- 
mercial nations,  and  insisted  that  m  all  of  them 
was  a  bankrupt  system  regarded  as  an  indispensa- 
Ue  appendage  to  the  great  interests  of  trade  and 
commerce.    But  in  none  of  th«m  was  .the  call  for 
it  so  imperative  and  indispensable  as  in  this  codn- 
try.    In  most  nations  one  uniform  ,code  of  laws, 
proeeeding  from  one  sovereignty^  pervades  the 
whole  domain,  and  insolvent  persons  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  same  penalties,  and  entided  to  the 
wame  advantages,  whatever  might  be  their  nature, 
even  if  the  statutes  of  bankruptcy  were  abrogated. 
In  the  United  States,  however,  tne  merchants  and 
traders — the  classes  who  Uve  by  buying  and  sell- 
ing, though  forming  one  gfeat  interest,  and  con- 
nected together  in  every  direction— 4ure  harassed 
and  perplexed  by  twenty  differ^it  systems  of  mu- 
nicipal laws,  often  repugnant  to  eaoh  other  and 
themselves;  always  defective ;  seldom  executed  in 
good  faith;  prolific  in  endless  frauds,  perjuries, 
and  evasions;  and  never  produiitive  of^  equal  jus- 
tice, or  indeed  of  any  sort  of  justice,  to  the  creditor. 
Nothing  could  be  more  d^orable  than  such  a 
conftict  of  laws  among  the  same  people — ^nothii^; 
comparable  to  their  pernicious  effects  upon  thi 
public  morals.    He  was  aware  of  the  prejudices 
«»d  imfavorable  impressions  excited  in  &e  public 
mtnd  by  the  operation  of  the  former  aotof^Cion- 
gren.    It  was  not  to  be  denied  that  the  spectacle 
uTorded  of  so  many  persons  pressing  thrdugh  Uie 
avenue  ^lat  was  just  opesed  for  their  deliverance, 
had  a  natural  efSect  to  vevolt  the  mind  and  inspire 
jcak)usy.    Yet,  a  fair  examination  of  the  state  of 
the  debtors  that  -were  released,  and  of  the  debu 
that  were  sponged  by  the  commissioas  issued  under 
that  act,  would,  he  believed,  demonstrate  that  no 
real  injury  had  arisen  to  creditors,  or  to* the  >nation, 
from  their  proceedings.    The  d^tois  were  for  the 
most  part  in  circumstances  of  absolute  and  ine- 
trievahle  ruin,  who  had  been  obliged  by  the  want 
of  an  earlier  system  to  dng  9Uit  a  miserabk 


enoe,  eating  up  the  last  r^nnants  of  their  ^ects. 
The  debts  mtd  been  principally  flbandoned  by  their 
creditors  as  desperate.  Two-thirds,  in  all  eases, 
must  have  agreed  to  their  discharge.  Yet,  in  eveiy 
group  of  creditors,  there  was  one  or  more  (though 
always  less  than  a  third  in  number  and  value) 
who  stood  out,  under  the  influence  of  some  per- 
sonal consideration  or  feeling,  and  who  natmraily 
became  loud  and  severe  in  their  complaints  of  the 
operation  of  tke  law.  It  was  to  the  united  voices 
of  these  minorities,  irritated  and  disappointed  at 
the  liberation  of  their  debtors,  that  the  odium  and 
disrepute  of  the  former  act  are  to  be  ascribed.  He 
was  very  far,  however,  from  denying  that  masy 
firaudul^t  commissions  had  been  issued,  and  that 
the  benefits  of  the  act  had  been  extended  to  maqy 
unworthy  persons.  It  was  also  admitted  that  t%e 
iame  evils,  to  a  certain  extent,  would  occur  nader 
the  new  act  Among  the  crowds  of  unfortunate 
and  insolvent  pcavons  who 'Would  press  forvrard  to 
escape  from  their  shackles  upon  the  first  opening 
of  tibe  door,  no  doubt  some  w^uld  succeed  dj  the 
aid  of  frami  and  perjury.  But  would  these  crimes 
be  equal  in  amount  or  atrocity  to  those  which  lare 
daily  committed  under  color  of  your  insolvent 
lat^s  ?  If  a  bankrupt  act  provides  the  means  for 
some  frauds,  it  also  prepares  the  means  for  tbe 
detection  and  punishment  of  others. 

This  evil  would  cure  itself,  after  the  ^reat  mass 
of  persons  who  have  been  for  a  lon^  time  insol- 
vent shall  hare  undergone  the  renovation.  It  was 
nearly  cured  when  tM  old  act  was  repealed,  and 
he  was  reader  to  apply  to  this  unhappy  class  the 
humane  maxim  familiar  in  the  criminal  law-^that 
it  was  better  for  ten  guilty  to  escape  than  one  in- 
nocent to  suffer.  He  did  not  mean  to  anticmate 
objections,  but  he  foresaw  that  the  friends  of^the 
bifl  would  be  met  by  objections  fomded  on  the 
(^unions  of  jurists  of^  great  eminence^  and  on  re- 
ports of  paruamentary  committees,  relative  to  the 
imperfections  of  the  bankrupt  laws  of  England, 
and  the  manifold  abuses  to  which  they  give  birth. 
But  still  the  British  Parliament  adhered  totkea^ 
tern.  No  attempt  had  been  made  to  abolish  it. 
The  first  talents  of  the  country  had  been  occupied 
in  deteetii^  the  imperfections  and  si^gesting 
amendments.  S^  nothing  was  yet  matured 
which  authorized  an  abandonment  or  the  ancient 
code.  It  was  ^erefore  better  than  none— 4Ktter 
than  any  for  which  the  wisdom  of  the  British  na- 
tion had  yet  found  a  sabstitute.  Let  us  then  take 
this  system  for  the  present,  and  hereafter  avail 
ourselves  of  future  improvemeets,  founded  either 
on  osr  own  experience,  or  that  of  odicrs.  If  we 
waited  to  be  pneviously  assured  of  the  perfection 
or  in&llibilily  of  a  syatem,  before  we  acted,  the 
business  of  legislation  would  be  brought  to  a  dead 
halt  All  our  laws  and  systems  were  at  first  im- 
perfect The  entire  code  of  your  revenue  laws 
Jmis  been  revised  more  than  once;  yet  nobody 
thinks  the  collection  of  duties  dionld  be  suspended 
and  the  laws  repealed,  because  hereafter  a  more 
expedient  tariff  or  mode  of  collection  may  be  de- 
viled by  ourselves  or  other  nslions. 

With  lesfeot  to  the  unfortunate  pcnons  them- 
selves, tluNigh  he  disclaimed  every  theugiit  of  ^p- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


507 


HISTORY  OP  C0NGRB8B. 


&08 


Sbnatb. 


The  Bankrupt  BtiL 


Mabch,  1880. 


pealiB^.to  the  passions  or  pressing  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  honorable  members,  topics  not  closely 
connected  with  the  {nrinciples  of  justice  and  duty, 
which  should  alone  influence  their  decision ;  yet 
he  did  not  believe  that  a  habit  of  thinking  upon 
the  wretched  condition  of  these  persons  would 
disqualify  the  Senate  for  a  wise  and  just  deliber- 
ation upon  their  claims  to  the  benefits  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

Few  men,  he  said,  who  had  been  born  and  edu- 
cated, in  circumstances  of  ease  and  comfort,  and 
pursued  a  long  and  uninterrupted  career  of  pros- 
perity ;  few  upon  whom  each  morning's  sun  shone 
oright,  inyitin^  them  to  some  cheering  pursuit  of 
succeraful  business  or  innocent  pleasure,  and  whose 
pillow  is  softened  by  the  repose  which  is  the  com- 
panion of  a  breast  at  ease,  could  realize  the  agon- 
izin|[  spectacle  of  a  family  accustomed  to  thesame 
felicity,  when  its  ruined  head  and  protector  first 
comes  nome  and  announces — that  all  is  gone! 
There  is  from  that  moment  a  period  to  the  &ppi- 
ness,  the  pursuit  of  which  is  classed  among  our 
inahenahle  rights,  and  the  faculty  of  pursuing 
which  ajone  gives  value  to  existence.  The  con- 
dition of  such  a  man^  whose  creditors  are  inexor- 
able, compares  to  disadvantage  with  that  of  a 
clave ;  for  he,  indeed,  is  generally  fed  and  clothed, 
and  subsistence  is  provraed  for  his  family,  if  he 
has  one,  and  when  he  lies  down  to  rest,  wnether 
upon  a  pillow  or  plank,  his  acliing  eyes  are' not 
stretched  open  by  a  tormenting  anxiety  for  his 
daily  bread.  But  the  bankrupt,  who  is  a  dave 
under  a  Constitution  made  expressly  for  his  relief, 
can  neither  toil  for  others  nor  for  himself.  His 
miserable  earnings  are  always  exposed  to  be 
patched  from  the  hands  of  his  children  as  they 
lift  them  to  their  mouths.  He, thus  becomes  lost 
to  societVj  and  the  alternatives  which  alone  re- 
main to  nim  are  crime  or  despair.  He  is  no  lon^ 
a  partaker  of  the  blessings  or  your  laws,  but  a  vic- 
tim to  their  rigors.  If,  through  principle  or  fear, 
he  resists  temptations  to  fraud  or  violence,  he  must 
at  least  consume  the  property  which  he  would  be 
glad  to  exchange  for  liberty,  and  is  compelled 
without  remorse  to  continue  the  injury  he  has 
done  his  creditors.  His  conscience  is  relieved  from 
obligations,  and  his  heart  from  attachments,  to  a 
€k)vernment  by  which  he  regards  himself  as  dis^ 
franchised;  and  though  he  will  not  become  a  trai- 
-  tor,  he  must  be  a  malcontent  Thus,  vou  will 
have  scattered  throughout  every  part  oi  the  na- 
tion great  and  constantly,  increasing  numbers  of 
men,  often  of  good  princi|^es  and  capacities  for 
usdulness,  whose  offences  are  frequency  nothing 
but  inevitable  misfortunes,  condemned  to  live  as 
drones  in  society,  repining  at  the  cruel  hardship  of 
their  condition,  and  with  no  prospect  but  of  inter- 
minaUe  embarrassment  and  exclusion  fhmi  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  Constitution.  No  mischiefs  could, 
in  his  opinion,  emanate  from  any  insolvent  system 
to  be  compared  with  these;  no  injustice  which 
men  could  do  each  other  would  bear  to  be  named 
with  that  which  Congress  would  inflict  upon  these 
persons  by  rejecting  the  provision  intended  for 
their  relid.  With  uese  general  remarks,  he  said, 
he  would  content  himaeu  for  the  present,  and  re- 


serve the  riffht  of  a  m/ore  mmute  investigation  of 
particular  details  as  they  should  be  presented. 

Mr.  Eatoh ,  of  Tennessee,  followed  the  remarks 
of  Mr.  Otis,  with  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely. 

Mr.  E.  said,  that  in  ofiering  to  the  consideratidb 
of  the  Senate  the  present  motion,  he  was  actuated 
by  a  wish  to  ascertain  what  was  the  general  sen- 
timent, and  how  far  it  miffht  be  correct  to  proceed 
with  tne  details  of  the  bifl.  It  occurred  to  him  as 
bcdng  an  unnecessary  consumption  of  time  to  en- 
ter critically  and  minu^y  into  the  details,  if  se- 
cretly were  entertained,  by  a  majority  of  the  Senate^ 
a  disposition  to  reject  the  bill.  Moreover,  thegen- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Otis;)  as  if  with 
a  yiew  to  ascertain  what  were  the  opinionaofgen^ 
tiemen  upon  this  subject^  had  courted  inquiry,  and 
sought  to  elicit  opposition.  It  was  to  the  end, 
thefefore,  that  there  might  be  no  useless  waste  of 
time,'  and  to  discover,  bifore  proceeding  to  prune, 
alter,  and  amend  the  several  provisions  of  the  bill, 
how  far  there  might  exist  witn  the  Senate  a  dispo- 
sition to  sustain  it,  that  he  had  submitted  the  pres- 
ent proposition  iniiefinitelv  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  E.  remarked,  that  ne  did  not  profess  any 
thorough  understanding  of  the  subject,  and  would 
much  rather  hear  the  opinions  of  others  who  bet- 
ter understood  it,  than  to  advance  his  own.  Of  a 
bankrupt  law  he  certainly  had  no  favorable  opin- 
ion, believing,  as  he  did,  that  it  was  neither  caicii- 
lated  to  extend  the  reb'ef  which  many  bdieved  it 
would  give,  nor  to  improve  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple. Of  its  operation  and  effects,  none,  he  pre- 
sumed, could  speak  with  any  thing  like  certainty; 
it  was,  as  yet,  a  mere  theory,  from  which  many 
supposed  incalculable  benefits  would  result,  but 
from  which  also  much  evil  might  arise  to  the 
community.  It  was,  he  believed,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  a  hazardous  attempt;  and,  whether  it  would 
eventuate  in  benefit  or  injury  to  society,  none  could 
with  certainty  determine.  With  him  it  was  a 
circumstance  of  some  weight,  that,  under  a  former 
Administration,  a  similar  system  had  been  attempt- 
ed, and,  having  been  pronounced  upon  by  the  m- 
teUigence  of  that  period,  was  abandoned  and  de- 
stroyed. He  woufd  venture,  therefore,  hriefty  to 
su^^t  the  objections  entertained  by  nim,  more 
with  a  disposition  to  draw  fordi  arguments  that 
might  be  miggested  in  its  favor,  than  from  an  ex- 
pectation that  those  he  should  s^crest  would  have 
an  effect  with  the  friends  of  the  buL 

In  England,  whence  we  derived  our  opinions 
and  our  knowledffe  of  a  bankrupt  system,  its  effects 
might  be  beneficial;  but.  wnatever  arguments 
might  be  thence  adduced,  ne  would  venture  to  say 
they  did  not  strictly  apply,  for  the  reason  that, 
b^een  thb  country  and  Uiat,  there  wgs  a  nkite- 
rial  difference.  However  there  might  be  in  Con- 
gress a  disposition  to  protect  commerce,  (and  he 
was  upon  this  subject  not  hostile,  but  friendly,)  it 
could  not  be  denied  but  that  the  great  and  perma- 
nent interest  of  the  United  States,  if  any  one 
branch  of  national  pursuit  should  be  placed  above 
another,  was  the  agricultiuraL  He  did  not  pretend 
to  determine  that  there  was  not  so  close  an  alli- 
ance and  affinity  that  neither  commerce  nor  agri- 
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cohnTe  could  prosper  iadependenthr  of  the  other; 
yet,  if  either  interest  were  to  be  preferred  it  should 
De  the  latter.  Politicians  had  early  difiered  upon 
this  subject,  and  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  nad 
declared  it  to  be  the  true  interest  of  this  GoYem- 
sent  to  pursue  the  latter,  as  calculated  not  only 
more  effectually  to  secure  the  great,  the  substantial 
interest  of  the  country,  but  as  a  means  of  ayoidinff 
those  collisions  and  dimculties  which  so  often  had 
placed  nations  in  hostile  array  against  each  other. 
In  Great  Britain,  where  the  bankrupt  systrai 
had  been  practised  upon  the  broadest  scale,  there 
were  but  two  great  interests — the  commercial  and 
manufacturing:  there,  each  holding  traffic  and  in- 
tercourse with  the  otber^  could  not  give  birth  to 
those  inc<mTeniences  which  would,  under  the  same 

Sstem^  be  produced  in  this  country,  where  such 
fferent  pursuits  and  interests  prevailed.  If  you 
sanction  the  bill,  what  satisfactory  reason  can  be 
gtren  why  its  operations  shall  be  confined  alone  to 
mercantile  men  Y  Do  they  so  constitute  the  sinews 
of  Government  as  that  they  should  be  created  a 
privileged  class — to  cancel  their  debts,  and  be  for- 
ever discharged,  while  other  portions  of  your  citi- 
zens shall  M  denied  the  same  advanti^?  To 
say  nothing  of  the  facility  with  which  frauds  may 
be  praotisM,  and,  indeed,  were  [practised  during 
the  continuance  of  your  former  bankrupt  system, 
it  is  contrary  to  the  genius  and  spirit  of^  our  Gov- 
ernment thus  to  extend  to  one  class  of  citizens 
privileges  which  are  denied  to  another,  and  not  a 
leas  us^ul  one.  Who  will  deny  that  it  is  a  priv- 
ilege, and  a  most  extraordinary  one?  It  is  saying 
to  thiose  who  have  be^i  dealers  in  merchandise, 
and  to  those  in  connexion,  their  brokers  and  facr 
tors,  pay  six  pence  in  the  pound,  and  by  consent 
of  part  of  your  creditors,  who,  through  some  secret 
understanoing,  may  be  made  lenient,  you  shall 
stand  forever  acquitted*  of  your  debts,  and.  unem- 
barrassed, begin  your  enterprises  anew:  wnile  die 
farmer,  as  honestly  involv^,  can  claim  the  exer- 
cise of  no  such  privilcffe^  but  must  remain  forever 
subject  to  the  debt.  Thus,  then,  it  is  presented: 
the  merchant  becomes  indebted  to  a  class  of  youif 
citizens,  and.  by  rights  secured  to  him.  may  sponge 
away  those  debis,  and  thereby  rum  others  to  whom 
the  same  right  is  not  secured,  but  is,  in  fact,  denied. 
In  such  a  system  there  is  nothing  wearing  the 
semblance  of^  justice.  It  is  objectionable,  because 
partial  in  its  operations-— defective,  because  want- 
ing in  uniformity. 

There  was  one  objection,  however,  to  which  he 
desired  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  which 
^rew  out  of  the  Constitution,  and  which  he  con- 
sidered highly  important.  It  had  been  heretofore 
urged,  as  an  inducement  to  passing  the  bill,  that 
there  was  geneial  distress  through  the  country,  and 
that  innumerable  persons,  who,  oy  misfortune,  had 
been  brought  from  affluence  to  poverty,  would  be 
relieved,  and  again  established  in  life  as  useful  and 
valuable  citizens.  Much  as  he  was  disposed  to 
commiserate  the  situation  of  those  who.  with  their 
families,  had  been  suddenly  reduced  in  life,  and  in- 
volved in  all  that  wretchedness  which  a  change  in 
condition  sometimes  produces,  yet  was  he  at  a  loss 
to  imagine  how  the  bill,  under  consideration  could 


bring  the  expected  relief.  All  that  we  possess  by 
the  Constitution  upon  this  subject,  is,  as  stated  in 
the  general  enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  to 
estamish  uniform  laws  as  to  bankruptcies.  But 
does  this  power,  thus  extended,  ffrant  us  authority 
so  to  frame  a  law  as  that  it  shall  be  retroq)eptive 
in  its  operations,  and  reach  to  cases  which  existed ' 
previous  to  its  passing  ?  The  circumstance,  alone, 
of  its  not  being  altogether  prospective  in  its  char- 
acter, but  intended  to  have  an  effect  upon  cases  that 
had  already  transpired  and  gone  by,  was^ough  to 
place  him  in  opposition  to  the  bill :  because  Con- 
gress, under  the  riffht  secured  to  them  to  pass  an 
uniform  bankrupt  law,  possessed  not  the  power  to  ^ 
reach  back,  ana  take  within  their  grasp  acts  that 
were  consummated  before  the  passing  or  the  law. 
In  the  tenth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  is  declared^  among  other  restrictions  im- 
posed by  the  Convention^  that  the  States  shaU  pais 
no  law  impairing  the  vabdity  of  contracts.  An  ob- 
ligation to  pay  money,  whether  arising  from  bond 
or  otherwise,  is  a  contract,  and  to  pass  a  law  dis- 
charging the  debtor  from  payment,  upon  any  pretext 
whatever,  is.  in  effect  to  impair  the  contract.  The 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  upon  a  case  growing 
out  of  the  insolvent  law  of  an  aajoining  State,  was 
declaratory  of  this ;  and  the  judg«,  founding  their 
opinions  upon  the  section  in  the  Constitution  re- 
ferred to,  said  that  the  act  of  the  State  was  void ; 
and  that,  although  the  debtor  wbs  discharged  in 
his  person,  whicn  was  all  that  State  leffiuation 
could  do,  he  was  yet  responsible  for  the  debt  and 
his  {HToperty  liable  for  the  payment.  If  the  States 
are  incompetent  to  the  enactment  of  a  law  which 
shall  discharge  the  estate  of  the  debtor  from  after 
liability,  how  is  it  that  Congress  can  claim  the 
ri^ht  of  doinff  so  ?  Our  powers  are  derivative,  not 
original ;  and  hence  it  is  that  those  which  are  not 
delegated  cannot  be  exercised.  It  cannot  be  pre- 
tended that  because  this  power  is  reserved  from  the 
States^  that  therefore,  negatively,  and  by  intend- 
ment. It  shall  be  construed  into  a  grant  to  the  Qesi- 
eral  Government;  for,  to  such  an  argument,  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  reply,  that,  by  the  same  Con- 
stitution, powers  not  delegated  are  reserved.  As, 
therefore,  the  States  are  restrained,  and  as  it  is  not 
contained  in  the  grant  of  power  made  to  the  Fed- 
eral Grovemment,  the  conclusion  is,  as  declared  in 
the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  that  it  still 
r^oaains  with  the  people;  and,  until  their  consent 
be  had,  there  exists  nowhere  an  authority  to  impair 
the  validity  of  contmcts.  AU  the  authority,  then, 
found  upon  this  subject,  for  none  other  exists,  is 
the  right  to  pass  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy ; 
and  in  this,  certainly,  b  not  contained  a  povrer  to 
legislate  retrospectively,  and  to  cancel  debts  made 
in  good  faith;  or,  indeed,  to  do  more  than  merely' 
to  provide  for  cases  that  may  hereafWr  happen. 
The  bill  before  us,  therefore,  is  olgectionabl^  be- 
cause, on  Constitutional  princijdes,  it  cannot  oo 
forth  in  its  present  garh--objectionable  it  must  be 
to  its  friends,  as  not  carrying  with  it  the  expected 
relief,  the  great  advantage  designed  and  hoped  to 
be  attained  by  its  passing. 

These  reasons,  Mr.  ET  said,  if  so  they  could  be 
tenned,  he  had  thought  proper  to  submit  for  the 
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<M)iiader&tion  ef  those  who  knew  what  bad  bee& 
the  effiact  and  qieratioii  of  the  fonner  faanknipt 
law.  Other  gentlemca,  who  resided  in  the  coni- 
mdrcial  sections  of  the  country,  and  felt  much  in- 
tereatin^and  solicitude  for,  this  subject,  had,  doubt- 
less, wdl  considered  it,  and  understood  it  fully ; 
they  would  be  able  to  canvas,  and  to  refiite,  if  un- 
tenable, the  ol^tions  which  he  had  bridly  ven- 
tared  to  suggest 

Mr.  Mbjllbn,  of  Massachusetts  said,  as  be  pro- 
fessed U\  be  one  of  those  friendly  to  the  bill,  he 
was  disposed  to  express  his  sentiments,  in  a  gen- 
etal  manner,  upon  the  subiect.  It  ^cannot  be  ne- 
oessary,  and  it  seems  hardly  proper,  said  Mr.  M., 
in  the  present  state  of  public  information  concern- 
ing a  bankrupt  system,  to  ^  minutely  into  a  con- 
d&ration  of  all  its  peculiarities  and  provisions. 
(Mttfiral  views  are  all  virhich,  on  thisocoasion,  need 
to  be  taken,  and  aieh  views  vnll  be  sufficient  to 
dbow  the  oojeets  which  the  advocates  of  the  bill 
aie  endeavodng  to  attain,  and  at  once  diaelose  its 
BMrits  or  demerits,  the  advantages  or  .disadvan- 
tages, wkioh  it  is  eakuiated  to  produce; 

There  are  some  &cts  eoaaected  with  this  subject, 
which  admit  of  no  controveisv.  During  the  pres- 
ent session^  petitions  in  abunoanee  have  been  pre- 
•eated  to  Gongress,  pmying  them  to  interpose  for 
the  relid"  of  the  unfortunate,  and  pass  a  law  of  the 
chataeter  of  this  now  under  discussion.  These 
petitions  are  from  respectable  persons  of  the  com- 
munity, and  are  entitled  to  deliberate  consideration. 
Anotlier  fact  will  be  readily  admitted;  which  is, 
that,  in  the  principal  commercial  countries  of  Eu- 
rope, bankrupt  laws  have  for  a  long  series  of  years 
been  in  opemdon.  This  very  circumstance  fur- 
mshes,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  strong  presumption 
in  favor  of  their  beneficial  tiendency;  aikl  whe^  we 
consider  the  commercial  character  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  spirit  of  laudable  enterprise,  for 
which  OUT  citissens  are  so  much  distingui^ed,  it 
would  seem  that  the  interest  of  our  country  might 
beanbasrved  in  this  manner  as  essentially.  perhi^M, 
as  those  of  the  nations  to  which  I  have  allnded. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  sensible  that,  with  many,  a 
faanknmt  system  is  not  considered  in  a  Javoranle 
light ;  but  I  have  no  question  that,  among  those 


masses  of  the  community  whose  professioMil  pur- 
flotta  or  connexions  in  busittess  have  not  led  them 
to  an  aicquatntanoe  with  the  principles  and  de- 
mgtL  of  a  bankrupt  law,  and  a  knowkdge  of  those 
eiils  which  it  is  intended  to  remove,  much,  and 
perhaps  nK)8t  of  the  prejudice  which  exists  against 
such  a  law.  and  most  of  its  unpopularity,  proceed 
firoaa  the  ioea  and  belief  that  its  only  design  is  to 
lelieve  the  bankrupt  and  this,  too,  wnetker  his  in- 
^  sdvcncy  and  ruin  nave  been  poodnced  by  mere 
'  misfiyrtune,  or  by  imprudence,  extravaeanoe,  and 
fiaud;  that  its  provisions  are  more  calculatied  to 
encourage  speculation  and  ^shonesty;  and  afibrd 
relief  to  the  fraudulent,  than  to  protect  the  honest 
and  indostrioQs.  Sir,  if  this  were  my  creed,  the  WX 
should  receive  my  prompt  and  steady  opposition. 
But  no  condiBtons  are  more  erroneous :  facts  and 
principles,  when  examined,  will  fumisn  premises 
which  will  conduct  us  to  very  di£ferent  conclusions, 
tf  some  sections  of  ^  biii>  or  some  of  its  devils, 


should  be  found  exceptioiULble,  they  can  eaitty  be 
so  amended  as  to  meet  the  views  of  the  Senaile ; 
at  present,  and  on  the  motion  for  an  indefinite  post- 
ponement^ we  have  mily  to^direct  our  attention  to 
the  bill,  as  presenting  a  system  for  our  aoeqptattoe 
or  rejection.  My  honorable  friend  from  Teunes- 
see,  has  objected  to  the  Constitutionalpower  of 
Ccmgress  to  enact  the  proposed  law.  To  be  sore 
the  objection  has  assumed-  rather  the  form-of  a 
query,  than  an  objection.  He  observes  diat,  as  the 
Constitntion  has  denied  to  the  several  Btatcs  the 
authority  to  pass  laws  inmairing  theohlig^atioas  of 
contracts,  and  has  no  where  in  terms  given  this 
power  to  Coqgress,  that,  of  course,  they,  have  wo 
such  power;  &at  we  ooeht  therefore  to  stop  4a 
limine,  la  r^y,  it  may  oe- observed  in  the  first 
{dace,  that  Congress  have  once  exercised  this  very 
power;  they  have  passed  a  bankrupt  law;  they 
have  for  several  years  witnessed  its  opmtion ;  oar 
judicial  courts  have  lent  their  aid  in  giving  it  efieet, 
and  though  it  was  repealed,  on  the  ground  tvf  its  . 
supposed  inexpediency,  yet  its  constitutionairty  is 
not  recdlccted  to  have  ever  been  questioDed.  Le- 
gislative and  judicial  construction^  ^ten,  are  both 
Imposed  to  this  obtection.  But  sir,  we  need  not 
rest  satisfied  with  this  answer.  The  Constitotioii 
has  given- the  assorted  power  to  Congress;  the 
words  are  "  Congress  shall  have  power  to  pass 
uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies.'^ 
What  are  bankrupt  laws,  or  laws  on  the  sufeneet 
of  bankruptcies?  The  Constitution  has  not  de&ed 
them;  it  has  only  referred  to  them,  as  to  somatbing 
well  known  and  understood  in  legal  langvafe: 
Bankrupt  and  insolvent  laws  were  well  known  to 
exist  and  it  is  understood  that  hj  the  tenoa ^bank- 
rupt law,"  is  meant  a  law  whicn.  on  certam  ^xm- 
ditions,  operates  as  a  complete  release  of  a  certain 
class  of  insolveoftts  from  the  obligation  of  their  estt- 
tracU.  The  grant,  then,  of  a  power  to  Ocmgnua 
to  make  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of  baaknqat- 
cies,  is  the  grant  of  a  power  to  impair  the  aldij|a- 
tion  of  those  contracts,  so  far  as  such  law  does  ina- 

rit  A  law  defining  and  punishing  an  offienae, 
instance,  murder ;  but  dining  m  na  other 
manner  than  b^  its  name,  presupposesan  exi^iBg 
definition  in  prior  Uiws  or  adjudged  cases;  and  to 
these  reference  is  always  had  to  asceitain  the  es- 
sence of  the  crime. 

Presuming,  ther^nre,  that  Oongrcss 
the  power,  I  will  proceed  to  state  8ome4>f  the  [ 
cipal  reasons  which  influence  me  in  favor  of  i 
cising  it  in  passing  the  bill  now  und^  considera- 
tion. 

The  first  and  principal  advantage  is,  thai  the 
proposed  system  would  increase,  strengthen,  mad 
protect  the  riffhts  of  creditors;  not  only  in  respect 
to  the  fraudoI(Bnt  j^actices  of  theh'  debtors,  bttt-to 
those  cases  where,  in  legal  contemplation,  no  fmd 
may  exist;  and  yet  where  the  proceedings  of  the 
dd>tor  may  not  be  impartial ;  but.  on  the  contrary, 
where  they  may  produce  imequal  and  inequitable 
consequences. 

At  present,  and  under  existing  laws,  or  rather 
notwithstanding  these  laws,  numerous  fraudb  may 
be,  and  constaiSly  are,  practised  l^  debtors  who 
are,  or  prrtend  to  be,  bvnkrupt :  and  it  is  oj^tn 
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done  with  so  nmdi  secreey  and  maBagement,  that 
they  €an  neither  be  detected  nor  {Nrevented.  A 
man  without  property  of  his  own,  by  the  aid  of 
aome  friend,  who  becomes  his  surety,  obtains  a 
csedit;  sup^es  himself  with  goods,  and  com- 
Hieiioes  business.  By  mismanagement,  or  gross 
misconduct,  his  aflairs  become  deranged,  and  he 
indt  he  can  never  satisfy  the  claims  of  his  cred- 
itors :  he  informs  his  frien^  and  surety  *,  {^ays  him, 
or  gives  him  an  indemnity  as  far  as  m  his  power, 
and  on  the  next  day  closes  his  doois  and  notifies 
hit  creditors  of  his  failure.  He  proposes  to  surren- 
der to  them  all  in  his  possession,  on  condition  of 
being  discharged  in  f ulL  His  body  is  not  within 
their  reach,  nor  any  prop^ty,  except  what  he  is 
pleased  to  expose :  in  this  situation  the  creditors 
foleaBe  him  on  receiving  a  pittance,  while  the 
friend  and  surety  is,  pernaps,  completely  indem- 
nified. 

But,  sir.  we  frequently  witness  transactions, 
poiaoKMd  tnrou^hout  with  fraud— transactions  in 
which  9II  creditors  are  deceived  and  defrauded. 
In  such  cases  the  man  prtttnds  to  be  a  bankrupt  | 
and  having  converted  a  large  portion  of  hi^prop* 
erty  into  money,  or  secured  to  himself  its  value  by 
negotiable  promissory  notes,  he  stops  payment  and 
ctees  his  doors  like  the  others  goes  through  the 
form  of  offisring  to  give  up  all  his  property, 
(though  secretly  retaining  thousands,^  on  cond[i- 
tion  of  receiving  a  dischaige  from  his  creditors: 
they,  without  tl^  legal  means  of  developing  se- 
crets, and  fearful  of  losmg  all,  unless  a  portion  can 
be  saved  by  the  proposed  com]m)mise,  at  length 
afccept  the  terms,  and  restore  their  debtor  to  lil^- 
ty.  In  a  few  months,  ot  perhaps  weeks,  he  re- 
comn^ences  business,  and  finds  himself  in  easy 
circumstances,  and  with  a  handsome  property  at 
command. 

Numerous  such  cases  have  occurred.  The  laws 
in  the  several  States  are  so  variant  and  imperfect, 
that  in  their  operation  they  do  not  and  cannot 
fiunish  equal  justice  to  creditors;  and  in  many 
cases  they  are  wholly  inefiectual.  In  some  States 
property  is  not  liable  to  attachment  or  mesne  pro- 
cess ;  in  some,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  it  caimot 
be  taken  on  execution  in  payment  of  debts,  and 
ev^n  in  those  States  where  attachment  laws  are  in 
face,  those  creditors  living  in  the  vicinitv  of  the 
debtor,  or  who  are  connected  with  him  in  Dusiness 
or  otl»arwiae|  are  generally  miore  fortunate  than 
olher»;  and  frequently  seise  and  legally  appropri* 
ale  to  their  own  use  tne  principal  part  of  the  debt- 
or's propoty ;  leaving  the  residue  of  their  creditors 
uaaatisoedj  and  the  debtor  without  the  power  to 
satisfy  their  demands  In  addition  to  these  incon- 
veniences, the  fraudulent  insolvent  trader  has  it  in 
his  power  to  dispose  of  his  estate  in  such  a  man- 
lier as  to  reserve  to  himself  secretly  an  interest  in 
it,  or  {dace  it  where  creditors  eannot  find  and  se- 
cure it  for  the  purposes  of  justice.  I  repeat  it,  sir, 
numerous  such  cases  have  ooourred:  the  fraud  has 
proved  successful,  and  they  who  hdve  committed 
uJbave  lived  and  triumphed  in  the  pofsession  c^ 
itv  fruits. 

Mr.  President,  these  things  ou^ht  not  to  be  so, 
and  I  admit  that  existing  laws  wdl  not  for  a  mo> 
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ment  sanction  such  dishonest  and  dis^ceful  pro* 
ceedin^,  when  proved  in, a  court  of  justice;  but 
the  difficulty  lies  in  this,  that  the  transaction  is 
unknown  to  third  persons  and  so  cannot  be  prov- 
ed ',  at  present,  creditors  can  only  depend  on  the 
statements  of  their  debtors,  or  on  those  means  which 
I  have  before  stated,  to  enable  them  to  ascertain 
facts  relating  to  the  disposal  of  the  debtor's  estate^ 
or  to  take  measures  to  subject  it  to  legal  liability 
to  their  demands.  Such  means  as  creditors  now 
possess  will  always  be  inefiectual,  when  opposed 
by  artifice  and  fraud.  But,  sir,  the  IhII  on  your 
table  proposes  to  furnish  creditors  with  some  pow* 
ers  which  they  do  not  now  possess ;  some  weapons 
which  they  cannot  now  command.  Powers  And 
weapons  perfectly  harmless  when  used  against  an 
honest  man.  reduced  to  bankruptcy  and  misfor* 
tune ;  but  ot  yast  importance  when  used  against  a 
rogue  and  a  swindler.  I  refer,  sir,  to  the  power 
given  to  the  commissioners  to  seize  all  the  booka 
and  papers  of  the  bankrupt,  and  in  certain  cases 
to  seize  and  detain  his  person  for  the  purpose  of 
his  examination  before  them  as  a  witness.  He  is 
compellable  to  appear  before  them,  and,  under  the 
severe  penalties  of  perjury,  to  declare  on  oath 
every  fact  in  respect  to  his  property }  how  much 
he  has,  where  it  is  to  be  found,  how,  when,  and  to 
whom,  he  has  disposed  of  any  of  it,  and  on  what 
terms  and  for  what  purposes ;  what  securities  he 
has  taken  for  debts,  and  where  they  are,  and  who 
are  his  debtors.  In  all  these  cases  ne  has  a  strong 
inducement  to  speak  tjie  truth,  arising  from  the 
fact  that  his  books  and  papers  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners,  or  at  tneir  command,  will  pro* 
baUy  detect  him  in  his  perjury,  should  he  attempt 
to  conceal  the  truth  for  wicked  purposes.  Sucn 
a  riffid  examination,  will  serve,  m  most  cases,  to 
disclose  facts  and  explain  transactions  of  essential 
importance  to  the  honest  and  abused  creditor.  It 
is  true,  sir.  this  will  not  always  prove  effectual, 
neither  will  any  other  numan  laws  ^  still,  all  good 
luvs  have  a  secret  influence  on  society,  and  more 
than  we  at  first  imagine.  Though  the  provisional 
of  this  bill  will  not  avail  to  detect  and  punish  all 
fraud,  yet  ^ey  may  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  at  anv 
rate  they  will  give  to  creditors  a  power  additionai 
to  what  they  now  possess :  they  can  do  no  hamii 
iMit,  in  most  instances  will  aid  the  cause  of  truth 
and  justic^  b^  the  exposure  and  punishment  of 
iniquity.  Besides,  sir,  should  this  system  be  estahr 
lished,  creditors  would  obtain  another  important 
advao^Bpe  in  those  cases  where  the  bankrupt  haa 
been  guilty  of  no  immorality  or  fraud.  ^  The  prin- 
cii^e  of  law  is  well  understood,  which  sanctions  a 
preference  of  one  ^onest  creditor  to  another,  if  a 
delrtor  should  incline  to  give  this  preference.  We 
are  constantly  witnessing  this  practice  in  cases  of 
failure  in  biusiness,  where  the  heart  is  subject  to 
no  imputation.  ,    { 

A  person  finding  himself  unable  to  discbarge  aU 
his  debts,  and  yet  being  ready  to  appropriate,  the 
whole  of  his  property  to  their  payment,  will  dis^ 
charge  those  debts  in  full  which  are  due  to  par- 
ticular creditors  as  his  sureties,  or  those  to  whom 
he  lies  under  special  obligations.  Such  payments 
axe  good,  and  the  transaction  cannot  legally  he 
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disturbed.  In  this  case,  though  the  motive  may 
not  be  censurable  in  the  eye  of  the  world,  still  the 
practice  operates  severdy  uDon  those  other  credit 
tors  whose  claims  have,  m  tnis  arrangement,  been 
wholly  or  in  part  disre^rded.  But,  sir,  pass  the 
bill  on  your  table,  and  this  hardship  and  inequality 
will  be  prevented.  Should  a  bankrupt  debtor,  in 
contemplation  of  his  immediate  failure,  give  this 
preference,  and  pay  one  or  more  of  his  creditors 
their  debts,  leaving  others  to  their  fate,  a  bankrupt 
law  would  interpose  its  principles,  and  correct  this 
proceeding ;  the  transaction  would  not  be  sanc- 
tioned ;  the  payments  could  be  reclaimed,  and  the 
property  distriWed  among  all  the  creditors,  in 

Sroportion  to  their  respective  demands.  Here  we 
net  creditors  gaining  decided  advantages  under 
the  propo^  system,  and  such  as  they  cannot  gain 
in  any  other  manner  effectually.  And  thous^h 
under  this  system  frauds  would  unquestionably  be 
practised,  the  mischief  would  be  less  extensive  and 
successful  than  it  is  at  present.  This  principle, 
as  to  the  distribution  of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  is 
similar  to  that  which  prevails  in  the  case  of  a  de- 
ceased insolvent ;  and  what  principle  more  just 
can  be  applied  in  either  case  ? 

The  second  advantage  to  be  derived  from  a 
bankrupt  system,  is  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  unfortu- 
nate bankrupt  himself  aod  his  family.  It  is  a  fact 
to  be  lamented,  though  not  denied,  that  there  are 
at  this  moment  in  the  United  States  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  who,  in  the  course  of  their  usual 
business  arrangements^  have  been  reduced  from 
opulence  to  poverty;  from  ease  and  cheerfulness 
to  pivation  and  sorrow ;  from  active  industry  to 
painful  idleness.  It  will  not  be  disputed  that,  in 
H  large  proportion  of  these  instances,  they  have 
been  reduced  by  misfortunes,  unforeseen  losses, 
and  by  those  causes  over  which  they  had  no  con- 
trol. This  class  is  surely -entitled  not  only  to  pity, 
bat  relief;  they  are  in  a  state  of  depression  and 
despondence;  daily  witnessing  the  sufferiugs.  of 
those  most  intimately  connects  with  them  in  life. 
Another  class  is  less  deserving  of  symjMithy.  be- 
cause their  misfortunes  have  been  occasioned  by 
imprudence,  extravagance,  folly,  and  improper 
conduct.  '  Still  both  classes  are  placed  in  situa- 
tions where  they  can  never  enable  themselves  to 
discharge  their  debts,  or  be  of  anj  use  to  their 
creditors.  Why,  then,  should  their  faculties  be 
continued  in  a  state  of  imprisonment?  Is  it  nbt 
an  act  worthy  of  Congress,  not  only  to  lend  fur- 
ther aids  to  honest  or  unsuspecting  creditors,  but 
extend  it  at  the  same  time  to  the  poor  and  heavy 
laden  debtors?  To  those  especially  who  have 
been  thrown  from  employment  in  tne  scenes  of 
commercial  business,  without  any  unpardonable 
fault,  into  obscurity  and  dependence.  Is  it  not  a 
measure  worthy  oi  our  attention  to  raise  them  up 
and  restore  to  them,  to  their  wives,  and  to  their 
chifdren,  some  of  the  hopes  and  coniforts  of  their 
better  days  ?  This  remark  may  as  well  be  applied 
to  those  who,  in  the  common  course  of  events, 
may  be  reduced  to  bankruptcy,  as  to  those  who  are 
already  bowed  down  under  their  losses,  and  the 
weight  of  debts  which  they  can  never  discharge. 
The  continuance  of  this  pressure  can  answer  no 


other  purpose  than  to  disappoint  hope,  deaden  the 
spirit  of  enterprise,  and  heap  misfortunes  on  the 
head  of  the  unfortunate. 

In  the  third  place,  let  me  ask  you,  Mr.  President 
if  it  be  not  an  advantage  to  the  community  to  call 
into  action  the  business  talents — the  industry  and 
labor  of  the  individuals  composing  the  community. 
TJ^e  strength  of  the  whole  consists  in  the  strenfftk 
of  the  parts.  The  multitudes  to  whom  I  have  be- 
fore alluded,  who  are  now  destitute  of  the  capacity 
of  supporting  themselves,  and  those  dependincr  on 
them,  might  be  tendered  useful  members  of  so- 
ciety, contributing  to  its  wealth  and  power.  This 
is  true  of  aU  who  are  now  bankrupts  in  property 
and  worldly  comforts,  whether  they  have  been  re- 
duced to  this  situation  by  misfortune  or  miscon- 
duct. There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which 
the  subject  seems  deserving  of  consideration.  I 
mean  a  moral  one.  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation.'' 
The  sentiment  contained  in  this  short  address  is 
of  importance,  and  should  never  be  forgotten  by 
rulers.  They  should  always,  as  far  as  possible^ 
avoid  those  measures  and  those  legal  provisions 
which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  place  or  leave  a 
citizen  in  situations  where  temptations  may  more 
easily  assail  and  overcome  him. .  A  man  who  has 
met  with  sudden  misfortune,  and  is  at  once  de- 
prived of  blessines  to  which  he  has  lone  been  ac- 
customed, and  who  in  his  fall  may  perhaps  have 
lost  much  of  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  others^ 
is  in  danger  of  losing  all,  unless  encouraged  to  rise 
and  correct  his  conduct  where  it  has  been  im* 
proper.  When  he  has  sufiered  severely  by  this 
fall,  and  by  giving  up  all  he  had,  let  mm  be  at 
liberty  to  recover  from  his  errors  or  his  faults.  Let 
the  law  be  such  as  to  hold  out  to  him,  with  the 
consent  of  his  principal  creditors,  an  inducement 
to  respect  himself,  to  respect  the  laws,  establish  a 
fairer  reputation,  and  place  it  on  a  firmer  basis. 
When  a  man  is  once  aeserted  by  the  world,  by  his 
former  friends,  he  is  too  apt  to  for^t  his  own  du- 
ties, and  give  up  all  effort  to  regam  the  paths  of 
virtue. 

These,  sir,  are  my  general  views  of  thesubjecti 
and  some  of  the  most  important  reasons  which  in- 
duce me  to  give  my  support  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  BcTRRiLL,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  the 
principal  objection  to  this  act,  in  the  minds  of  many 
gentlemen,  vras,  that  it  was  designed  for  the  ben^t 
of  debtors,  of  debtors  wh6  had  already  failed,  as 
well  as  or  those  who  were  hereafter  to  fail,  and 
that,  consequently,  it  would  bean  engine  of  fraud ; 
that  if  he  were  convinced  there  was  m  the  act  any 
foundation  for  this  apprehension,  and  if,  indeed, 
it  were  an  act  for  the  advantage  of  debtors  only, 
he  would  cordially  unite  with  ht^norable  gentle- 
men in  their- opposition  to  it,  and  should  rejoice  in 
its  rejection.  It  was  because  he  thought  it  an  aM 
for  the  security  of  creditors  against  fraudulent 
debtors,  and  an  act  to  compel  a  rair  and  equal  dis- 
tribution of  the  bankrupt's  estate,  that  it  had  re- 
ceived, and  would  continue  ta  receive,  his  support 
If  these  beneficial  efiects  were  not  likely  to  r»dt. 
or  if  the  wise  and  salutary  provisions  of  the  bill 
should,  in  its  progress,  be  so  altered  as  to  convert 
the  act  into  a  short  and  easy  system  for  the  reletfMe 
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of  delitors  from  tl^eir  legal  and  moral  obligations, 
be  hoped  the  bill  would  fail.  It  was  true,  that  the 
effect  described  by  his  honorable  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr.  Otis,)  as  one  of  the  beneficial 
effects  of  this  bill,  would  undoubtedly  be  produced ; 
that  is,  it  would  in  its  operation  restore  to  comfort 
and  u^ulness  many  an  honest  and  unfortunate 
bankrupt,  who  would  otherwise  be  consigned  to  a 
life  of  inactivity  and  indigence.  But  this,  however 
useful  and  benevolent,  was  an  incidental  and  in- 
direct consequence.  The  true  object  of  the  pro- 
visions and  checks  of  the  bill,  the  final  end  for 
which  the  system  was  devised,  was  to  make  an 

anal  distribution  of  all  the  bankrupt's  estate  among 
[  his  creditors,  and  thus  to  compel  him  to  do  equu 
justice.  Severe  and  multiplied  as  the  provisions 
of  the  bill,  might  seem,  they  were  none  of  them 
imnecessary,  nor  would  any  of  them  injure  an  hon- 
est ttnfortanate  bankrupt.  They  were  calculated 
for  the  discovery  and  punishment  of  fraud,  and, 
ingenious  as  they  were,  it  must  be  admitted  that 
knaverv  was  often  ingenious  and  cunning  enough 
to  evade  them.  There  would,  undoubtedly,  be 
many  cases  of  fraud  under  this  or  any  other  system ; 
and  It  was  the  duty  of  the  Senate  to  examine  and 
•mend  the  bill,  that  it  might  receive  all  the  per- 
fection it  was  capable  of.  He  was  ready  to  con- 
cur with  honorable  gentlemen  in  any  amendments 
that  would  make  the  system  more  efficacious,  even 
at  tbe  eipense  of  makinc^  it  more  severe.  If  the 
consent  of  five-sixths  of  the  creditors,  instead  of 
two-dkirds,  should  be  required,  in  order  more  com- 
pletely to  secure  the  creditors,  he  was  ready  to 
agree  to  it;  but,  in  his  opinion,  some  system  had 
becoipe  indispensably  necessary,  in  the  circum- 
stances of  the  country,  for  the  protection  of  honest 
creditors  against  the  Knavery  of  dishonest  debtors. 
If  gentlemen  are  apprehensive  of  frauds  under  this 
law,  be  would  ask  them,  if  no  frauds  were  perpe- 
trated now,  and  without  this  law?  In  the  large 
cities,  nothing  is  more  common  than  for  a  young 
man^  without  property,  to  commence  business  upon 
credit,  to  live  m  the  style  of  a  man  of  fashion  and 
fortune,  to  push  forward  in  trade  with  all  the  ardor 
inspirea  by  youth  and  presumption,  until  he  meets 
with  a  loss;  he  then  suspends  his  parents,  assinis 
bis  propertjr  for  the  benefit  of  his  friends,  his  rela- 
tives,  and  hiaendorsers ;  the  distant  farmer,  or  plant- 
er, or  mnnnfacturer,  receives  nothing ;  the  debtor 
is  discharged  by  the  State  insolvent  laws,  and  in 
9  lew  days  be  resumes  lus  career  of  foUy,  extrav- 
agance, and  rashness.  A  wise  bankrupt  law  would, 
in  a  degree,  correct  those  evils.  When  a  man 
aboidd  nul  in  his  payments,  the  creditors  woold 
interpose,  his  eflRects  would  be  qpzed,  his  accounts 
and  books  inspected,  he  himself  doeely  interrogated 
and  examined,  his  {uroperty  equally  divided  among 
bis  creditors;  foods  and  effects,  delivered  by  him 
in  uniust  prelerences  of  his  friends  over  others^ 
would  be  reclaimed  and  recovered ;  and,  if  it  ap- 
jieared  that  his  bankruptcy  had  been  caused  by 
extravagance  and  dissipation^  or  that  he  had  not 
conducted  himself  fairly  and  nonestly  towards  his 
creditors,  his  certificate  of  dischar^  would  be  de- 
nied binoL  and  be  would  still  remam  liable  for  his 
debit.    As  tbe  law  now  stands,  a  man  in  failing 


circumstances  may  prefer  one  creditor  to  another; 
he  may  select  his  friends,  assign  his  property  to 
trustees  for  the  benefit  of  these  friends,  either  real  or 
pretended  creditors,  and  refuse  to  his  general  cred- 
itors the  smallest  portion  of  his  effects.  Such  con- 
veyances as  .these,  at  least  when  made  for  the 
benefit  of  real  creditors,  have  been  adjudged  good 
and  valid,  both  in  the  Federal  and  State  courts ; 
and  under  these  decisions  the  most  enormous  frauds 
are  every  day  perpetrated  with  impunity.  Tbe 
debtors  will  not  condescend,  in  some  instances, 
even  to  explain  their  affairs  to  their  creditors,  or 
to  satisfy  tnem  as  to  the  causes  or  the  extent  of 
their  insolvency.  The  debtors  make  the  arrange- 
ment to  satisfy  themselves  and  their  personal  or 
family  friends ;  and  the  creditors  at  lar^e  are  not 
indulged  even  in  the  poor  privilege  of  inquiring 
into  the  causes  and  reasons  of  these  events. 

In  some  cases  there  is  a  bemirly  remnant  of 
empty  boxes  for  the  general  creditors,  and  they  are 
even  precluded  from  their  dividend  of  this,  unless 
they  sign  a  discharge  by  a  certain  day  prescribed 
by  the  debtor.  Thus  the  creditors  are  defrauded, 
and  the  debtor,  in  many  cases,  lives  in  aflluence 
and  splendor.  These  are  the  present  evils  which 
a  well  digested  system  of  banlruptcy  would  re- 
move or  greatly  mitigate.  That  any  system  would 
eradicate  fraud  no  one  could  pretend,  out  any  uni- 
form system  almost  that  could  be  devised,  would 
be  better  than  the  present  state  of  the  relations  be- 
tween debtor  and  creditor,  various  in  the  different 
States,  and  every  where  affording  facilities  for  the 
vilest  frauds.  By  adopting  a  uniform  plan,  in 
which  Congress  could  avail  themselves  of  the  ex- 
j)erience  of  other  countries,  and  of  our  own,  under 
the  former  bankrupt  law,  they  would  subject  trad- 
ing men  to  a  code  of  regulations,  advantageous  not 
omy  to  creditors,  but  to  all  honest  debtors — formi- 
dable and  severe  only  to  the  wicked  and  fraudu- 
lent. The  Constitution  has  made  it  the  duty  of 
Congress  to  frame  such  a  code ;  they  ouffht  fb  dis- 
charge this  duty  at  this  time ;  and  such  amend- 
ments may  hereafter  be  adopted  as  ex{)erience  shall 
prove  to  tie  necessary.  In  passing  this  law,  Con- 
gress will  not  only  execute  the  Constitution,  and 
secure  the  equality  of  the  rights  of  the  creditors, 
but  they  will  also  fulfil  the  just  expectations  of  the 
whole  mercantile  community. 

Mr.  Eaton,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  the  principle  of  the  bill,  and  to 
see  whether  it  was  worth  while  to  go  into  the  in- 
vcstwation  of  the  details,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  E.  fbUowed  his  motion  by  a  brief  statement 
of  the  reasons  which  placed  him  in  opposition  to 
the  bill ;  considering  it  as  tending  to  do  more  harm 
to  the  community  than  good ;  as  creating  a  privi- 
leged class  in  society ;  as  opening  a  door  to  much 
fraud ;  and,  so  far  as  it  would  operate  retrospect- 
ively, as  a  doubtful  power,  &c. 

Mr.  Mellen  followed  in  reply  to  Mr.  Eatow, 
and  in  defence  of  the  bill,  as  to  its  expediency,  its 
entire  constitutionality,  its  beneficial  effects  on  so- 
ciety, and  great  piresent  necessity. 

Mr.  Tbimblb  intimated  that,  though  he  should 
vote  against  the  present  motion,  be  shonbl  not  con« 


Digitized  by 


Google 


619 


HISTOBT  OF  CONGRESS. 


620 


SsiiATB. 


7^  BmUDnipt  BUL 


Mab«h,  18 


eeire  himself  committtd  on  tke  bill,  as  it  was 
Toy  possible  he  might  finally  be  agajnst  its  pas- 
saoe. 

Mr.  BuBBiLL  rose  in  defence  of  the  bill ;  and 
went  into  a  general  ezaminatimi  of  the  system,  to 
establish  its  advantages,  the  many  evils  it  would 
prevent  and  ture,  the  sood  it  would  do  in  society, 
and  the  distress  it  womd  alleviate,  d«. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  and  decided,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  negative^  as  follows: 

For  poHponement — Messrs.  Eston,  Johnson  of 
Kentnesj,  King  of  Alsbams,  Logan,  Msood,  Morril, 
Nobis,  Pleasants,  Ragglss,  Smith,  Tsylor,  Walker  of 
Alsbama.  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 14. 

Agairut  po$tp&nement4 — Messrs.  Brown,  Bornll, 
Dana,  DickersoB,  Bdwards,  Elliot,  GaUlard,  Hnnter, 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Leaks,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  OUs,  Parrott,  Pinkaey, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Thomss,  Tichenor,  Trimbl^  Van 
Dyks,  and  WUliams  of  Mississippi — ^26. 


Fribay,  March  17. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts^  the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  petition  of 
James  Wood,  administrator  of  Edward  Wood, 
were  discharged  from  the  fiirther  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw his  petition  and  papers. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  Anthony 
Kennedy,  of  Philaddphia,  praying  that  a  law  may 
be  passed,  authorizing  the  return  of  a  certain  sum 
of  money  which  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
coUector,  upon  the  redemption,  of  a  tract  of  land 
which  had  been  sold  for  the  direct  tax ;  and  the 
petition  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  16th  instant,  "for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  having  buoys  placed 
at  the  several  inlets,  and  on  some  of  the  shoJBils  on 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina;''  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  change  the  port  of  ent^  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the  i 
Prssident  of  the  Unitbd  States:  i 

ThikeSinat€9fikeVmMStaie9.'  \ 

I  transmit  to  Confress  a  leport  ham  the  Stemtnj  ] 

of  the  Treasury,  accompanied  with  statsmnnls  of  the 

annoal  axpaaditures  made  in  the  constnietion  of  the  ! 

road  leading  (torn  Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Ma-  i 

lyUnd,  to  the  State  of  Ohy>,  from  the  year  180f  to  the  I 

year  1820.  | 

JAMCS  MONROE,      i 

Miaca  17,  1820.  \ 

Tlfe  Message,  toge^er  with  the  meeompanying  ; 
documents,  were  read.  | 

The  following  Messase  wit  also  reoeived  from  ; 
the  PRBsinBNT  OP  t»b  Unitbd  Statbb  :  } 

To  the  SenaU  of  the  Vmied  Siaim ,'  ! 

It  being  stipnlated  by  the  Ibnrth  articia  of  the  arti-  | 

des  of  agtsameat  and  session,  antsted  into  on  IhaMth  I 


of  April,  180),  with  the  State  of  Ooorgia,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should,  at  their  own  expense  'OZtingvi^ 
for  the  use  of  that  State,  as  soon  as  it  might  be  dene 
on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all  land  withifi 
iti  limits,  and  the  liegislature  of  Georgia  being  deai^ 
ous  of  making  a  forther  acqnisitton  of  said  lands  at 
this  time,  presuming  that  it  msy  be  done  on  reasona* 
ble  terms ;  and  it  being  also  represented  that  property 
of  considerable  value,  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians  from  citizens  of  Georgia, 
the  restoration  of  which  had  been  prorided  for  by  dii^ 
ferent  treaties,  but  which  has  never  been  made,  it  is 
proposed  to  hold  a  treaty  with  those  nations,  and  more 
particolarly  with  the  Creeks,  in  the  course  of  lli£i 
Summer,  for  the  attainment  of  these  objects.  I  s«b« 
mit  the  subject  to  the  consideration  of  Congress,  that 
a  sum  adef  nato  to  the  expense  attending  such  twaljr 
msy  be  appropriated,  shonld  Congress  deem  it  espe- 
dient. 

JAMES  MONftOB. 
MABca  17,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read. 

Mr.  PiKKMBT  presented  themenKNrtal  of  WiUiam 
Patterson  and  Sons,  and  others,  merehaats  and  ruk* 
derwriters  of  Baltiknore,  in  the  State  of  Muyland, 
who  sufEiered  from  the  depredations  of  FVenek 
cruisers,  prayine  that  provision  may  be  made  iut 
the  payment  of  all  such  claims,  in  oon^dtraCiea 
of  their  haying  been  relinquish^  by  the  conveii- 
tion  of  September  30th,  1800.  for  certain  great 
political  adrantaffes  in  favor  ot  the  United  Btates; 
and  the  memorial  was  read. 

Mr.  Otis  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Reeohed,  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  do  adjonm 
their  reapeetive  Houses  on  Monday,  the  tenth  day  ef 
April  next. 

Mr.  RuGOLEs  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill,  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right^ 

Ere-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land ;  and  the 
ill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 
Mr.  Baton  presented  the  petition  of  John  rot- 
ter, of  North  Carolina,  praying  the  renewal  of  a 
certain  land  warrant;  and  the  petition  was  rea4| 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resamed,as  in  Committee  of  tk^ 
Whole,  (Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chanr,)  tha 
conndeiation  of  this  bill,  and  prooeeded  wi^  the 
details  thereof,  and  having  made  one  or  two  minor 
amendment^ 

Mr.  Eaton  movied  to  strikB  out  of  the  filh  sen- 
tion  the  clause  whioh  provides,  that  when  t^ 
commissioners  ^ shall  think  that  there  Ib  roason  id 

*  appnbend  that  a  badmipt  intends  to  abaeoBd  ar 
^  eoBceal  himself  or  herself,  in  case  it  be  ocoasaarjTi 

*  IB  order  to  take  the  body  of  the  said  baakimt, 
'  they  shall  have  power  to  cause  the  doors  of  tke 
^  dwelling-house  of  sneh  bankmpl  to  be  hroksn, 
*'  or  the  doors  of  any  o^Kr  house  in  whkh  he  or 
<  she  shaU  be  found.^' 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  Mr.  fiATOtr, 
and  Mr.  Lo«aii,  on  the  ground,  principally,  •f  its 
repugnance  to  the  ConstitatioB,  whioh  uetlaiea 
that  no  penon  ahaU  be  rabject  to  unreasoBabla 
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aaarehes,  Ac^  unsopported  by  oath  or  affiitna* 
tion. 

The  motion  was  oraoBcd  by  Meivs.  Bursill, 
Ons,  MxujiN^  and  LAifHAif,  for  the  reasons^ 
duefly,  that  the  power  given  in  the  clause  was 
Tital  to  the  system,  and  was  essentiaU?  necessary 
to  its  execution ;  that  the  power  forciUy  to  enter 
liODtes  asd  seize  persons  was  permitted  by  law  for 
maoy  offences  greatly  inferior  to  the  crime  provided  < 
fbt  in  this  cluuise ;  that  in  this  case  it  was  to  be 
«Bder  a  warrant;  that  honest  bankrapts  would 
never  fly  from  their  creditors ;  and  that  it  would 
ir  the  dishonest  and  fraudulent  only  wiio  would 
seek  to  conceal  themselves,  Ac. 

'Mr.  Vah  Dtkb  suggested  to  the  mover  the  pro- 
priety of  dividing  the  question  on  the  two  branohes 
of  the  clause,  so  as  to  be  taken  separately  cm  the 
au^ority  of  oreaking  the  bankrupt's  own  house, 
and  the  nouse  of  another  person — to  which  sugges- 
tion Mr.  Eaton  acceded. 

Mr.  Hunter  was  glad  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, had  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to 
this  clause  of  the  bill,  as  it  was  a  feature  that  would 
certainly  be,  in  this  country,  inconsistent  with  the 
rights  of  the  citizen ;  it  would  undoubtedly  be  a 
violation  of  the  4di  article  of  the  Constitution  to 
leave  such  a  power  at  the  entire  discretion  of  a 
commissioner ;  but  the  defect  of  the  clause.  Mr.  H. 
said,  was  merely  in  a  verbal  omission  j  ana,  should 
certain  words  be  inserted,  the  provision  would  be 
made  to  comport  strictly  with  every  part  of  the 
4th  article  of  ue  Constitution.  He  moved,  there- 
fbre,  to  obviate  the  objections  to  the  clause,  to  in- 
sert therein  the  words  of  the  Constitution  which 
had  hftetk  referred  to. 

Mr.  Otis  had  no  objection  to  the  amendment, 
although  he  djid  not  conceive  it  necessary.  The 
btU  permitted  a  person  to  be  declared  a  bankrupt 
only  under  oath^  dbc,  but  he  might  rc^ly,  also  that 
in  referring  to  the  Constitution  it  ought  to  be  taken 
altogether ;  and  in  giving  to  Cpngress  the  power 
to  enact  a  bankrupt  law,  it  was  to  be  presumed 
that  the  framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to 
convey  the  power  of  making  it  efficient.  It  was 
reasonable  to  suppose,  also,  that  when  the  provision 
w«8  inserted  in  the  Constitutkm,  its  framers  had 
in  view  not  a  bankrupt  system  of  France  or  of 
Germany^  but  the  system  of  England,  upon  which 
system  thi»  bill  was  framed,  dtc 

The  questioa  was  then  taken  on  amwuting  the 
dause  as  moved  by  Mr.  Huntb%  and  agre^i  to, 

nm. «».,  by  ittiefiiiig  after  the  word the  f(A- 

lafwhig words  of  the  Constitution:  ^onprobabls 
eaaie,  snpparttd  by  oath  or  affirmation^  by  war<> 
vaot,"  to  cause  the  doors,  4c. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  observed,  that^  however  proper 
it  mtffht  be  to  enter  Ibreifaiy  the  hooseof  the  bank- 
rupt himself;  yet  it  was  not,  he  conceived,  proper 
for  the  house  of  a  tfatid  person  tobe  subieol  tosuch 
violence,  without  notice,  at  least.  He  therefore 
moved  to  insert  in  the  clause  the  words  "  after 
Bodce  and  demand,  and  refusal  of  entrance  by  the 
owner,  or  occupier ;"  which  motion  was  agreed  to 
wMvout  objection. 

0»  nMtioa  of  Mr.  Lawman,  the  word  ^  ady  a%e^ 


was.eabstituted  for  the  word  <'  think,''  in  the  same 
dause  of  the  bill,  quoted  above. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  strike  out  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  the  bill  which  is  in  the  following 
words: 

**That  the  ssid  oonunissioiien  shall  have  power  te 
examine,  opon  oath  or  affirmatioii,  the  wife  of  any 
person  lawfally  declared  a  bankrapt,  for  di8co?erj  of 
sQch  part  of  his  estate  as  may  be  concealed  or  disposed 
of  by  such  wile,  or  by  any  other  person  ;  and  the  said 
wile  shall  iaonr  such  penalties  for  not  appearing  be- 
fore the  said  eommias&oners,  or  refuaiag  to  be  sworn 
or  affirm,  or  examined*  and  to  subscribe  her  examina* 
tiMiy  or  for  not  diselosinf  the  truth,  as  by  this  act  is 
provided  against  any  other  person  in  like  cases." 

Mr.  W.  in  making  this  motion  observed,  in  sob- 
stance,  that  it  would  be  wrcmg,  in  his  opinion,  to 
adopt  any  legislative  provision  which  should  have 
the  efiect  to  light  up  the  toreh  of  discord  in  the 
domestic  relations  of  life;  that  the  unfortunate 
wife  would  feel  enough  under  these  ciroumstaaces 
of  her  &mily,  without  being  sulHectto  the  inquisa- 
tkm  proposed  in  the  sectioiu  The  husband,  too, 
would  have  enough  to  tOTture  his  mind  without 
the  reflation  tfaAt  hb  wife  vras  to  be  dragged  for- 
ward and  possibly  imprisoned  for  two  years,  on  a 
charge  of  coUusion,  dbc.  Mr.  W.  conceived  it 
mori3l>[  vn-ong  that  the  wife  should,  in  amy  ease, 
be  required  to  testify  against  her  husband,  or  chil- 
dren against  their  |>arent. 

Mr.  PiNKNBY  said,  the  section  violated  all  the 
best  eharitics  of  life,  without  being  of  any  use  in 
the  system.  If  a  wife  was  swom,  oould  they  ex- 
pect the  truth  7  No — they  might  expect  pegury  to 
stain  her  lips..  It  was  one  of  the  most  sacred 
maxims  of  law  that  a  wife  should  not  give  evi- 
dence against  her  husband.  What  wouldbe  crim- 
inal in  another,  in  her  is  innocence.  Mr.  F.  re- 
ferred to  a  remarkable  instance  of  the  truth  of  this 
principle — the  case  of  Lavalette.  When  his  wife 
enaldal  him  to  escape  from  prison,  disguised  in  her 
clothes,  and  she  remained  m  prison  to  answer  the 
deed,  sne  was  not  only  acquitted  bv  the  universal 
opinion  of  the  world,  but  also  bv  the  law  of  France; 
it  was  honorable  to  the  law  of  France  that  it  was 
so.    Ue  htypd  the  sedioii  vrauld  beezpunged. 

This  notion  was  mreed  to  mthout  oinection. 

On  motioa  of  Itfr.  DicKin^ir,  the  thsrd  socdtm 
waa  modified  in  relation  lo  the  compeneatioa  of 
the  nMnmiwimiPfff  and  their  clerk,  ana  their  oom*- 
peasation  fsed  at  fiv«  deilai*  a  day  to  each,  whOe 
aetiagv  Co  be  paid  out  of  thfr  bankrupt's  estoiie. 

Mr.  Lloto  moved  to  strike  out  the  fi^kming 
section,  being  the  twenty-dghth  of  the  said  bill : 

''That  if  any  person  shall  beoome  bankrapl,  and 
at  sueh  time,  by  consent  of  Che  owner>  haf«  in  hie  or 
her  poeseeioa  and  dlspeeitiiMi  any  goods,  whereof  he 
or  she  shall  be  lepvied  owner,  and  take  upon  htm  or 
herself  the  sale,  alteratioa,  or  dispositien  thereof;  as 
owner,  the  oemmissiooers  shall  have  power  tonaasign 
the  same  for  the  beneAt  of  the  creditors»  as  fally  as 
any  other  pwt  of  the  esUte  of  the  bankrupt." 

A  good  deal  of  disewakm  took  plaoa  on  thk 
motion,  between  Messrs.  Llot^^  Bonrill^  Ma* 
CON,  Chne,  Wilson,  KMfro^y  and  Lawman,  re- 
specttng  tke  coiiitraetion  which  it  would  admk, 
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that  which  it  had  receired  under  the  old  law,  its 
general  operation,  Ac.  The  section  Was  finally 
modified  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lanmah,  to  read,  "  by 
the  collusive  consent  of  the  owner." 

Mr.  DiCKERsON  then  moved  to  strike  from  the 
forty-ninth  section  the  following  clause : 

**>  And  if  such  account  (against  the  commissioner 
for  any  thing  done  under  this  act)  be  brought  in  any 
State  court,  the  same  may,  at  any  time  before  issue 
joined,  be  removed  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  same  manner  and  under  the  same  reg- 
ulations, and  with  the  same  effects,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  as  suits  brought  in  a  State  court  against  an 
•lien,  or  against  a  citizen  of  a  State  other  Uian  that 
where  the  suit  is  brought,  may  now  by  kw  be 
removed." 

After  some  conversation  on  the  subject,  between 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  and  Pinkney,  m  which  the 
latter  gentleman  opposed  the  motion — it  was  with- 
drawn by  the  mover. 

Mr.  LowRiE  renewed  the  motion  to  strike  out 
this  clause ;  whereupon,  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration  ensued,  in  which  the  motion  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Lowrib,  Van  Dtkb,  and  Smith, 
and  was-  opposed  by  Messrs.  Otis,  Lanman,  and 
Mellbn  ;  and  was  nnaliy  agreed  to  by  a  division — 
ayes  17,  noes  9. 

Mr.  Dickerson  next  moved  to  add  the  follow- 
ing provision  to  the  bill  as  a  separate  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  this  act  shall  con- 
tinue and  be  in  force  for  the  space  of  five  years  from 
the  passing  thereof,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  and  no  longer. 

Mr.  D.  ofiered  a  few  remarks  in  support  of  this 
proposition  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  present 
act — and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  nem,  can, 

Mr.  PiNKNET  intimated  that  he  should  take  an 
opportunity  to  offer  an  amendment  to  that  provi- 
sion whicn  requires  the  consent  of  two-thirds  of 
the  creditors  in  number  and  amount,  to  the  dis- 
charj^  of  a  bankrupt ;  after  which. 

The  bill  was  postponed  to  Monday. 


MoNUAY,  March  20. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made  in  ob^ience  to  a 
lesohition  of  the  Senate  of  the  13th  instant,  con- 
taining a  statement  of  the  quantity  of  land  which 
has  been  sold,  the  quantity  which  remains  unsold, 
and  the  amount  of  sales  in  each  land  district  in  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively ; 
and  the  report  was  read. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claintt. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mx.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  and  doe- 
mnents  of  James  Brown,  of  Tennessee^  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer 
of  the  memorialist  be  not  granted,  and  that  he  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  memorial.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  ImU,  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  ac- 


tual settlers  on  the  public  lands;  and  the  btil ' 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Committee  on  Uommerce  and  Manufactures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediencv  of  mak- 
ing LfOuisville,  in  the  State  of  Kentuccy,  on  the 
Ohio  river,  a  port  of  entry. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Elliot,  the  Message  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  17th  in- 
stant, on  the  subject  of  a  proposed  treaty  to  be  held 
with  certain  Indian  tribes^  for  extinguishing  llie 
Indian  title  to  ail  lands  within  the  Gmits  m  the 
State  of  Georgia,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  Dickerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill,  declaring  the  consent 
of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  North  Carolina;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter  presented  thememorisd  of  Thomas 
Law,  and  others,  praying  that  the  act  of  Congress 
authorizing  the  sale  of  reservation  No.  10,  in  the 
City  of  Washington,  may  be  so  amended  as  to 
vary  the  original  plan,  and  to  appropriate  and  sed 
a  portion  ofthe  street  of  said  city ;  and  the  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  tne  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Wells,  John  Wells,  and  John  Webster,  who 
were  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  under  the 
act  of  Congress  of  1791,  praying  relief  in  the  set- 
tlement of  their  accounts;  and  the  petition  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  the  petition  of  E.  De  La 
Francia,  praying  compensation  for  a  quantity  of 
arms,  ammunition,  &c.,  sold  by  him  to  Reuben 
Kemper,  the  agent  of  the  Convention  of  the  State 
of  Florida,  now  a  part  of  Louisiana;  and  the  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  by  bill  or  oAerwise; 
and  Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  and  Macon,  were 
appointed  the  committee. 

Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  memorial  of  Rich- 
ard Smyth,  late  collector  of  the  internal  taxes  for 
the  Territory  of  Michigan,  praying  relief  in  the 
settlement  of  his  accounts,  in  consequence  of  his 
having  been  robbed  of  a  considerable  sum  of  mo- 
ney, as  stated  in  the  memorial ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Sanforu  presented  the  petition  of  Matthew 
McNair,  praying  indemnification  for  the  loss  of  a 
flat-bottomed  boat,  pressed  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States  by  Robert  Swartwout,  Q^uarter- 
master  General ;  and  the  petition  was  rcAd,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  folbwing  Message  was  received  from  the 
pRBSinsNT  OP  the  Uniteu  States  : 
To  the  Senate  ofthe  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  s  resolution  ofthe  Senate  ofthe 
16th  of  February,  1S20,  reqaeeting  me  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  it  **  abstracts  of  tbe  bonds  or  other  secari- 
Ues  given  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
collectors  of  the  customs,  receivers  of  public  mMwjs 
for  lands,  and  registers  of  public  lands ;  payntsttm  ia 
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the  aimy,  and  pnraers  in  the  navy  who  are  now  in 
office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been  in  office,  and  whoae 
acconnta  remain  unsettled ;  together  with  a  statement 
of  aach  other  facts  as  may  tend  to  show  the  expediency 
or  inexpediency  of  so  far  altering  the  laws  respecting 
sacb  officers,  that  they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for 
Hmited  periods,  subject  to  removal  as  heretofore,"  I 
tranamit  to  the  Senate  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  which,  with  the  documents  accompany- 
ing it,  will  afibrd  all  the  information  required. 

JAilES  MONROE. 
Mabci  30,  1830. 

The  Message,  together  with  the  accompanyii^g 
report  and  documents,  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Finance^  on  the  petition 
of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and  the  turther  consider- 
ation thereof  was  postnoned  until  Wednesday  next. 

The  resolution  for  tne  adjournment  of  Congress 
was  read  the  second  time ;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  postponed  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of^ Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  General  Assembly  of  Louisiana, 
praying  the  grant  of  certain  lands  tnerein  described, 
for  certain  public  services ;  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  Johnson  also  presented  another  memorial 
of  the  same  Legislature^  respecting  the  land  titles 
in  said  State,  and  praymg  the  appointment  of  a 
board  of  commissioners  to  adjudicate  the  same; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land,  was  read 
the  second  time;  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
biU,  entitled  "An  act  making  further  appropria- 
tions for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  Government,  for  Uie  year  1820;" 
and  abo  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Mich- 
igan Territory  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and 
for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate, 

The  said  three  bills  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  BoRRiLL  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

JUsoked,  That  the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stotee 
be  re^oetted  to  Uy  before  the  Senate  copiei  of  the 
eonreepondence  between  the  Minister*  or  other  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Ministers  or  Government 
of  Sweden,  relative  to  seixores,  sequestration^  or  coa- 
Awations  of  the  ships  or  othsr  property  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  ander  the  authority  of  Sweden, or 
of  France,  while  the  French  were  in  possession  of 
Pomerania  or  other  territories  of  Sweden ;  or  of  so 
much  of  said  correspondence  as  may,  in  the  opinion  off 
the  President,  be  communicated  without  injury  to  the 
public  interest. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820," 


was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York^  moved  that  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Clamis  unfavorable  to  the 
petition  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  others,  (which 
prays  the  adjustment  of  a  Revolutionary  contract 
for  supplying  the  army,  and  the  payment  of  a  cer- 
tain sum  under  that  contract,  4cc.,)  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  instructions 
to  report  a  bill  to  allow  the  petitioners  their  just 
proportion  of  the  damages  recovered  of  them  by 
the  sub-contractors,  with  interest  thereon  from  the 
date  of  payment. 

In  support  of  his  motion,  Mr.  Kino  went  into 
the  history  of  the  claim  and  its  merits;  into  the 
examination  of  which,  and  explanations  of  the 
views  taken  of  it  by  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
Messrs.  Roberts  and  Wilson  also  entered;  after 
which  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LOSSES  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  make  compensation  for 
horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured,  or  de- 
stroyed, in  the  ^eminole  war,  was  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  Pleasants  moved  th^t  the  bill  be  reooia- 
mitted  to  a  select  committee,  with  insUcuctioBs  so 
to  amend  the  same  that  the  proper  accounting  offi-  < 
cos  be  instructed  to  deduct  from  the  valueof  each 
horse  the  amount  received,  or  which  each  pro- 
ptrietor  is  authorized  to  receive,  for  the  use  and 
risk  of  the  same. 

This  motion  brought  on  a  short  debate  on  the 
merits  of  the  bill,  between  Mr.  Pleasants,  in  op- 
position to  it  in  its  present  shape,  and  Mr.  £atom 
and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  in  support  of 
the  bill — the  first  named  gentleman  contendiiiff 
tbfit  it  was  not  proper  that  the  volunteers  shonll 
receive  pay  for  the  risk  and  use  of  the  horset, 
amounting  in  many  instances  to  the  entire  value 
of  the  horse,  and  then  to  be  paid  in  addition  the 
full  price  in  case  of  the  loss  of  the  hocse ;  that  it 
would  be  much  better  for  the  Government  in  the 
first  instance  to  buy  the  horses,  and,  after  pe»* 
forming  the  service^  sell  such  as  were  left,  oc.: 
and  that  if  this  bill  must  pass,  the  amount  paid 
the  men  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horses  ought, 
in  justice,  to  be  deducted  from  the  valuation,  dw. 
It  was  not  just  either  that  the  price  of  the  horse 
should  be  estisiated  at  his  value  when  he  entered 
the  service,  but  according  to  his  worth  after  he 
had  performed  the  service  for  which  the  per  diem 
aUowance  of  forty  cents  was  intended  to  pay,  &c. 

Mr.  Baton  thought  it  incorrect  as  well  as  un- 
usual to  bring  forward  such  a  motion  on  the  third 
reading  of  the  bill  aiW  it  had  been  Ailly  discussed, 
and  iu  principles  understood  and  sanctioned  by  a 
majority  of  tlie  Sentite.  The  documents  lately 
printed  by  the  other  House  disclosed  but  one  fact 
that  bore  on  the  subject — that  in  relation  to  the 
pay  for  clothing ;  that  this  fact  wns  now  provided 
for  in  the  bill,  and  that  it  might  be  very  saf^y 
left  to  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasniv. 
From  a  full  and  impartial  examination  of  the  suo- 
ject  Mr.  E.  believed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  were 
most  equitable,  and  that  justice  would  not  be  done 
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to  a  large  and  patriotic  class  of  citizens  tinless  it 
were  {mssed.  He  took  a  view  of  the  act  of  1817,  au- 
thorizing this  force,  to  show  that  the  claims  grew 
out  of  a  fair  contract  with  the  Grovcrnment,  and 
that  die  faith  of  the  Government  would  he  vio- 
lated unless  they  were  paid;  that  the  per  diem 
allowance  was  merely  for  the  risk  of  casualties 
and  wear  and  tear  of  the  horses — not  to  indemnify 
their  loss  when  that  loss  was  produced  by  the  fail- 
ure of  the  Grovemment  to  provide  subsistence  for 
them,  dec. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  observed  that  the 
first  law  passed  to  make  compensation  for  horses 
killed  in  battle  was  in  179o — the  horses  were 
valued  at  the  time' they  went  into  the  service. 
The  law  of  1816  vras  in  conformity  to  the  law  of 
1795  and  the  practice  under  it ;  and  this  bill  ac- 
corded with  the  laws  and  with  the  usage  of  the 
countrv  down  to  the  present  time ;  and  why,  he 
wished  to  know,  was  an  invidious  distinction  now 
to  be  made  between  the  claims  of  Tennessee  and 
those  heretofore  allowed  in  all  other  narts  of  the 
Union  1  Such  a  dbtinction,  Mr.  W.  said,  was 
crajast  and  impolitic.  And  what,  he  asked,  would 
be  the  feelings  pf  the  people  of  Tennessee,  under  a 
tense  of  so  invidious  and  unjust  a,  distinction? 
The  former  laws  granting  stinilar  indemnity  were 
received  with  universal  anprobetion  by  the  people, 
i^nd  as  there  was  no  good  reason  for  withholdmg 
the  same  Bfteasure  of  justice  in  this  case  as  in 
others,  he  hoped  the  bill  would  be  permitted  to  pass. 

Mr.  Pleasants  assured  the  gentleman  that  he 
was  as  free  from  {vejudice  in  the  present  case  as 
«iy  man  in  the  Senate.  So  far  from  wishing  to 
wake  an  invidious  distinction  against  the  people 
of  Tennessee,  he  said  they  had  j)roved  in  the  late 
war  with  Eiu^and,  as  well  as  in  the  wms  with 
the  In^ns.  that  their  valor  entitled  them  to  the 
highest  nicne  in  the  temple  of  Ameri<am  fame. 
He  proceeded  to  say  that  he  was  not  present  when 
tile  hill  was  discussed  on  the  second  reading^  and 
had  no  wish  to  throw  unnecessary  obstacles  in  its 
way.  But  he  did  think  that  when  these  volun- 
teers got  paid  the  Aill  value  of  the  services  of  their 
horses  they  had  been  paid  enough ;  and  if  fhey 
w«re  now  to  receii^  tne  full  price  for  those  lost, 
the  former  allowance ,  ought  to  be  deducted,  or 
diat  the  value  ou^ht  to  ^  estimated  when  they 
tame  out  of  serviee,  not  when  they  went  in,  be- 
cause the  diminished  value  produced  by  the  ser- 
Tice  had  been  paid  for  by  the  daily  compensa- 
tion, &c. 

Mr.  Eaton  replied,  and  Mr.  Pleasants  re- 
joined— each  supporting  the  opinions  they  had 
advanced. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  Mr.  Pleasants's 
notion,  it  was  negatived  without  a  division ;  and 

The  bill  was  then  ^ssed  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concmrenoe. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  this  bill,  and  proceeded  in 
the  consideration  of  its  details,  to  wnich  two  or 
teee  amendments  were  offered  and  discussed,  by 
Messrs.  Pleasants,  Lowrib,  Mbllen,  Lanman, 
and  Van  Dtke. 


Mr.  Ons  rose  to  offibr  an  amendment,  not  so 
much  from  his  own  conviction  of  its  necessitr,  as 
from  the  expressed  wish  of  a  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland, (Mr.  PiNKNEY,)  who  had  on  Friday  inti- 
mated an  intention  of  offering  it  himself  to-day, 
but  was  now  absent  It  had  often,  perhaps  almost 
invariably,  been  the  case,  as  was  stated  last  week 
bv  Mr.  P.,  that  banks,  other  from  the  indispensa- 
ble nature  of  their  rule^  or  some  other  cause,  had 
retoed  to  sign  the  certificate  to  discharge  a  bank- 
rupt ;  and  as  the  bill  required  the  consent  of  two- 
thurds  of  the  creditors,  in  amount  as  well  as  in 
number,  and  as  banks  were  generally  very  large 
creditors,  this  provision  of  the  bill,  if  unmodified, 
might  operate  very- hardly  on  those  who  should 
become  me  subject  of  it.  Mr.  O.  therefore  moved 
a  proviso  to  the  end  of  the  37th  section,  requiring, 
in  substance,  that  when  any  body  corporate  or 
politic  shall  be  a  creditor  of  a  bankrupt,  when  its 
consent  alone  is  necessary  to  make  up  two-thirds 
for  the  discharge  of  the  said  bankrupt,  that'  the 
commissioners  shall  have  power  to  require  said 
corporation  to  appear  bdbre  them  and  show^cause 
wherefore  they  refuse  consent ;  and  if  they  shall 
fail  to  show  sufficient  cause,  in  the  fraud  or  mis- 
management of  the  said  bankrupt,  that  their  re*- 
fiisal  shall  not  hinder  the  discharge,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  observ^,  that  he  had  ^o  objec- 
tion to  two-thirds  of  the  creditors,  in  number,  being 
made  necessary  for  the  discharge  of  the  delj^tor, 
but  he  doubted  whether  it  was  proper  to  reqluiie 
two-thirds  in  value  also ;  he  thereiore  moved  to 
amend  the  37th  section,  by  striking  out  the  words 
'4n  value,"  so  as  to  entitle  the  Minkrupt  to  his 
discharge  on  two-thirds  in  number  of  his  creditors 
signins  the  certificate.  If  this  amendment  should 
prevail,  Mr.  Van  D.  said  he  intended  to  enlarge  the 
sum  due  to  the  assenting  creditors,  (now  6^  dol- 
lars each,  hj  the  bill,)  so  as  to  combine  fairly  the 
principle  of^number  and  value. 

Mr.  Burrill  thought  the  bill  made  it  easy 
^oujB^h  already  for  a  debtor  to  obtain  a  certificate 
of  discharge,  and  he  would  rather  make  it  more 
difficult  than  less  so.  By  requiring  the  consent  of 
two-thirds  in  amount,  as  well  as  m  number,  Mr. 
B.  thought  it  would  operate  in  a  salutary  manner 
on  men  in  business,  as  they  would  know  that  un- 
less they  managed  their  ankirs  widi  fiiimess  and 
propriety,  it  would  be  difficult  to  obtain  a  release 
m  case  of  bankruptcy.  A  creditor,  he  thought,  to 
the  amount  of  $10,000,  ought  to  have  a  greater 
we^;ht  in  the  question  of  release  than  one  oif  160; 
which  opinion  Mr.  B.  argued  at  some  leDftk  is 
support.  By  reqviring  tl^  consent  of  two^ftavds 
in  number  only,  it  would  enable  a  few  frieadi, 
small  creditors,  to  release  a  dditor  in.  opposition  to 
the  win  of  those  to  whom  he  was  chiefiy  indebted. 
The  bill  guarded  against  this.  There  would  be 
frauds  enough  under  the  bill  even  as  it  was^  Mr. 
B.  said,  and  he  would  not  increase  the  facility  of 
committing  them,  but  would  prefer  giving  the  bill 
additional  checks  against  it,  &c. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  remarked  that,  according  to  the 
view  he  took  of  this  system,  it  was  for  the  brac^t 
of  die  debtor  as  wdl  as  the  creditor ;  and  he  ar- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


&29 


HISTORY  OP  CONGBBSB. 


580 


MARCff,  1890. 


The  ^Mubrt^e  Btii. 


SSNJ^TK, 


I  to  show  that,  when  a  man  had  ikiled  in  busi- 

( and  giyen  up  his  all,  there  ought  not  to  be 

too  many  difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  his  re»- 
toitrdon  to  society,  to  activity,  and  to  nsefulness, 
if  it  should  appear  that  he  had  conducted  himself 
urith  fairness ;  ^is  effect,  by  the  bill  as  it  stood, 
misht  be  prevented  by  a  single  obstinate  or  inex- 
orable cr^itor.  and  operate  a  great  hardship  on 
the  debtor.  Snould  his  yiews  l^  deemed  correct, 
the  minimum  required  might  be  increased  from 
$50  to  $100,  or  eyen  200. 

Mr.  BuRBiLL  rejoined,  that  another  reason  op- 
posed to  this  amendment  was,  that  it  would  create 
an  inducement  in  a  debtor,  foreseeing  that  he 
should  fail,  to  contract  many  small  dems  among 
his  friends — and  they  might  be  bona  fide  debts 
too — and  enable  them  to  out-poll  his  large  credi- 
tors. This  certainly  ought  not  to  be  encouraged. 
Mr.  B.  thought  the  bill,  as  reported,  was  framed 
-with  a  just  regard  to  the  rights  of  both  parties,  and 
to  guard  both  parties  against  fraud  and  injustice. 
He  was  afraid,  moreover,  that  the  amendment 
-would  endanger  the  bill  itself.  This,  he  contend- 
ed, was  strictly  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  creditors, 
aJthouffh  honest  debtors  would  be  incidentally  ben- 
efitted hy  its  provisions. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  again  spoke  to  show  that  there 
were  other  provisions  of  the  bill  which  would  pre- 
vent the  bad  effect  which  it  was  apprehended  his 
amendment  would  produce. 

Mr.  Otis  obaenrei  that  thb  bill,  like  all  others 
^  ML  importent  nature,  enbraciu^  many  provis- 
ioDfiy  would  be  ob^ted  to  and  supported  upon 
poijieipies  precisely  opposite  to  each  other — one 
said  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  debtors ;  another,  that 
it  was  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  dtc.  It  could 
Aot  be  expected,  Mr.  O.  said,  to  make  the  system 
perfect  in  the  outset;  be  had  himself  agreed  to 
amendments  which  he  doubted  the  propriety  of; 
hat  he  wished  to  make  it  acceptable  to  all ;  to  put 
it  into  (^[leration,  and  improye  it  as  azperience 
might  pomt  out;  he  would  take  advantage  of  the 
egtperience  of  other  -nations,  who  he  was  willing 
fdtoald  be  pioneers  in  the  system.  Mt.  O.  entered 
into  a  brief  view  of  the  section,  to  show  that  it 
ira9  devised  with  an  equitable  regard  to  the  rights 
and  interests  of  debtors  and  creditors,  and  the 
just  influence  both  of  the  number  wid  value  of 
debts. 

Mr.  McLLEif  stated^  that  he  was  in  favor  of  this 
ImO,  because  he  concenred  it  intended  to  insure  an 
equality  of  rights,  and  add  to  the  security  of  cred- 
itors ;  and  he  could  not  consent  to  open  the  door 
any  wider,  or  permit  anv  additional  facilities  for 
the  release  of  debtors.  He  entered  into  an  exam- 
ination of  the  section  to  obviate  the  objections 
tirged  against  it  by  Mr.  Tav  Dtks  ;  and  argtied 
to  prove  that  the  effect  of  the  amendment  would 
be  to  afford  a  greater  facility  to  the  commission  of 
fraud,  under  a  system,  by  which  it  was  perhaps 
impossiUe  to  prevent  it  entirely ;  but  a^tnst  which 
it  was  proper  to  guard  as  far  as  practicable,  d^c. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  observed  that  this  was  a  bUl 
ivith  a  double  aspect,  looking  both  to  the  interest 
of  the  debtor  and  the  creditor— and  he  presumed 
the  National  Legislature  would  never  consent  to 


subject  a  debtor  to  the  scrutiny,  the  inquisition,  the 
penalties,  and  all  the  circumstances  required  by' 
the  bill,  without  providing  for  his  ultimate  rdiei, 
by  affording  a  reasonable  security  for  his  release 
from  his  creditors.  There  was,  he  believed,  as 
little  probability  of  fraud  with  this  amendment  as 
without  it,  and  it  was  certainly  equitable  towards 
the  debtor.  If  found  to  be  inexpedient  in  its  ope- 
ration, it  would  be  as  ^sy  to  repeal  it  as  to  enact 
it  hereaftor,  if  found  necessary,  ^. 

Mr.  DiCKBRsoN  was  oraosed  to  the  amendment. 
He  would  appeal  as  litoe  as  possible  to  the  oc^ 
of  the  debtor,  and  ofi^  as  few  motives  as  possibk 
to  the  commission  of  fhiud.  He  wished  the  cred- 
itors to  have  a  fair  and  equitable  voice  in  the 
release  of  the  debtor,  which  he  believed  would  hot 
be  the  case  if  the  amendment  prevailed.  In  fael 
if  the  bill  were  relaxed,  as  to  the  debtors,  he  shoola 
be  obliged,  he  feared,  to  vote  against  its  passage. 
He  had  witnessed  the  operation  of  the  former  law, 
and  he  was  sure,  from  his  knowledge  of  that  act, 
that  this  amendment  would  produce  more  harm 
than  good. 

Mr.  LAmcAN  was  compelled  also  to  differ  fkom 
the  mover  of  this  amendment.  The  insolvent  acts 
of  the  Eastern  States  had  almost  always  given 
equality  to  the  number  and  the  value  of -debts  in 
the  discharge  of  the  debtor:  in  New  York,  the 
old  insolvent  law,  which  hald  discharged  mOK 
debtors  perhaps  than  any  other  in  the  union,  i»- 
quired  tne  consent  of  three-fowths  in  value  and 
numiber,  so  that  the  apprehension  that  this  aectioa, 
requiring  two-thirds  only,  would  present  too  buumt 
obstacles  to  the  release  of  debtors,  was  not  well 
folmded.  Mr.  L.  said  he  was  in  javor  of  this  hill, 
beeause  it  would  have  the  effect  to  limit  the  prao- 
tioe  d  credit,  and  would  tend  to  keep  men  wtthoa 
their  own  means :  this  he  thought  ^e  true  rcaiBii 
for  a  bankrupt  law ;  and  the  conseqaenee  wcnid 
be,  that  there  would  not  be  many  laraecreditoirs^ 
men  would  be  afraid  to  become  so.  Mr.  L.  argued 
at  some  length  to  illustrate  these  opinions— oh- 
serving,  in  the  course  of  his  remarksy  that  llie 
reason  why  banks  had  declined  to  consent  to  the 
discharge  of  bankrapts,  might  be  attrBmted  to  the 
circumstance,  that  m  debts  to  banks  there  were 
other  persons  (the  endorsers)  alto  responsible  with 
the  buikrupt,  and  a  rdease  of  the  bankrupt  mLrht 
aher  that  responsibility  and  other  rights,  «c.  The 
tiseftd  efibct  of  this  bill,  Mr.  L.  repeated,  would  he 
to  keep  men  within  their  real  means  and  true 
capacity  for  business,  and  prevent  them  from  t«f 
xasBot  into  delist,  by  deterrmg  others  from  giving 
crefit  extensively  or  lightly.  The  system  wooU 
become  woven  into  the  concerns  of  society ;  every 
person  wmJd  square  his  business  and  his  policnr  bjr 
the  frame  and  policy  of  this  great  system,  which 
seemed  to  have  entered  so  promiaeiitly  inta  the 
views  of  the  framers  of  tiieConstitutiDii,  dbc 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  was  averse  to  pressing  \m 
Mnendmeat  in  opposition  to  'the  opinions  of  his 
friends,  so  generalfy  expiessed ;  and  would,  there- 
fore, for  the  present,  withchaw  it ;  intimating  that 
he  would,  when  die  sohject  next  came  up,  propoae 
an  amendment  of  much  im|>ortattce  in  this  ays- 
tern— which  was,  to  extend  its  provisums  to  the 
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ToluQtary  aceeptaoce  of  other  claflBes,  not  now 
comprehended  in  the  bilL 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 


ToESDAY,  March  21. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  who  were  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  makinsr 
provision,  by  law,  for  the  payment  to  the  several 
deputy  surveyors  in  the  Missouri  Territory  full 
compensation  for  certain  services,  made  a  report, 
accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that  the  committee 
be  discnarged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject.    The  report  and  resohition  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  same 
committee,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Gtporge  Mayfield,  (who  prays  that  a  c^- 
tain  grant  of  land,  made  io  himself  and  others  by 
the  Greek  Indians,  during  the  negotiation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  m  August,  1814,  may  be 
confirmed ;)  which  was  read. 

Mr.  W.,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  tl^  bill  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of 
die  public  land,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  W.  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Le- 
^lature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  British  claims  to  lands  in  Hancock  and 
Jackson  counties,  in  said  States  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred,  on  the  8th  ultimo,  the  memorial  of 
fi.  H.  Bay  and  others,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  relating  to  British  grants  of 
land,  were  discharged  from  the- further  consider- 
ation thereof,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
last  mentioned,  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Mr.  EnwAjins  presented  the  petition  of  Elisha 
Herington,  and  suso  the  petition  of  EUisha  He- 
rington  and  others,  of  Illinois,  praying  confirma- 
tion of  their  titles  to  certain  knds ;  and  the  peti- 
tions were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  ^'An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan 
Territory  to  be  printed  and  distributed,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  making  further  appro- 
Briation  for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 
building  of  the  Capitoland  other  public  buildings," 
was  resui  the  second  time,  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Buildings. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13th  instsmt,  for  an  additional  rule 
to  regulate  the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor 
of  the  Senate ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dykb, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  pos^xmed 
until  the  first  Monday  in  June  next 

Mr.  Stokes  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 


RuoU>ed,  That  the  Committee  on  Fnbltc  BailJii»8« 
be  inetructed  to  inquire  ioto  tbeezpedieoej  of  «nlai9- 
ing  the  giJleries  in  the  Senate  chamber,  so  as  to  render 
them  suitable  for  the  comfortable  and  convenient  ac- 
commodation of  auch  persons  as  may  think  proper  to 
attend  the  deliberations  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter,  and 
also  the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Legblature  of  the  State  of 
North  Carolina,  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

The  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands  was  read  the 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  publication  of  part  of  the  secret  journal 
of  Congress  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Ephraim  Hart ;  and,  the 
same  having  oeen  amended,  it  was  resolved  that 
the  prayer  of  Che  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed^nd  that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  p&pers. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, and  made  some  progress  therein. 

CLAIMS  ON  SWEDEN. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterday 
by  Mr.  Buarill,  was  taken  up  for  consioeration : 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  copies  of  the 
correFpondence  between  the  Ministers  or  other  agents 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  Ministers  or  Govern- 
ment of  Sweden,  relative  to  seizares,  sequestrattoa^ 
or  confiscations  of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  dti- 
xens  of  the  United  States,  under  the  authmty  of 
Sweden  or  of  France,  while  the  French  were  in  pos- 
session of  Pomerania  or  other  territories  of  Sweden; 
or  of  so  ranch  of  said  correspondence  as  may.  io  the 
opinion  of  the  President,  be  communicated  withoot 
injury  to  the  public  interest.  • 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  would  only  remark,  in  explanation 
of  his  motion,  that  it  would  be  recollected  he  had, 
early  in  the  session,  presented  memorials  from  a 
number  of  merchants,  who  had  suffered  depreda- 
tions on  their  ptroperty  at  the  time  that  the  French 
made  an  irruption  into  the  Swedish  territory;  that 
when  the  country  was  restored  to  Sweden,  instead 
of  restoring  the  vessels,  &c.,  which  had  been 
seized  by  the  French,  to  their  owners,  the  King 
ordered  the  property  to  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
pla(;ed  in  his  treasury.  The  merchants,  though 
they  were  greatly  injured  by  the  sale,  yet  asked, 
not  full  in&mnity,  but  merely  for  the  amount  of 
the  proceeds;  ana.  though  the  King  of  Sweden 
had  never  denied  tne  ^uity  of  their  claim,  he  had 
never  granted  their  petition.  It  was  proper  fat 
Congress  to  decide  what  step&  if  any,  were  proper 
to  obtain  justice  for  their  fellow-citizens;  and, 
with  that  view,  he  wished  ^e  information  re- 
quested in  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
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The  Bankrupt  BUL 
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BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  KiNo^  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair,  the  considera- 
tioQ  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  in  pursuance  of  the  intention 
which  he  intimated  yesterday,  rose  and  offered  the 
following  additional  section  to  the  bill : 

And  be  il  fitrtker  enacted.  That  any  person  resid- 
»g  vithio  the  United  States,  being  imprisoned  by  vir- 
tne  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of  record, 
without  his  own  procatement  or  consent,  in  any  civil 
•nit  iastitiited  for  the  recovery  of  money  dae  on  con* 
tract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dollars,  «r  being 
indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
tand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more,  creditors  whose  debts 
together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  may 
become  a  voluntary  bankrupt,  by  presenting  a  petiGon 
to  aiiher  of  the  judges  aforesaid,  within  the  district 
within  which  he  is  imprlsQued,  or  within  which  he  has 
resided  for  six  months  next  preceding,  setting  forth 
that  be  is  desirou84>f  taking  the  benefit  of  this  act,  and 
acknowledging  himself  a  bankrupt;  and  upon  the  hear- 
iogr  of  the  said  petition  if  the  said  judge  shall  be  sat- 
isfied that  the  petitioner  is  imprisoned,  oris  indebted 
in  the  manner  above  mentioned,  then  the  said  judge 
shall  adjudge  the  petitioner  to  be  a  bankrupt,  and  shall 
thereupon  appoint  commissioners  in  the  case  of  such 
bankrupt  in  the  same  manner  and  form  as  is  by  this  act 
directed  where  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been 
issued;  and  the  tike  further  proceeding's  shall  be  had 
in  relation  to  such  voluntary  bankrupt  and  his  estate 
in  all  respects  as  are  by  this  act  provided  in  relation  to 
a  person  against  whom  a  commission  of  bankruptcy 
hms  been  sdi^rsarily  prosecuted  under  this  actp— and 
■Qch  voluntary  bankrupt,  complying  with  the  several 
proviaions  of  this  act,  shall  be  entitled  to  and  receive 
a  certificate  of  discharge  from  either  of  said  judges, 
npon  the  same  terms,  and  in  the  sanio  form,  as  certifi- 
cates are  granted  to  involuntary  bankrupts  under  this 
act ;  and  such  certificate  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
eflhct,  in  all  respects,  as  certificates  granted  to  other 
persons  by  virtue  of  this  act. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  suggested  whether  the  unendment 
did  not  go  further  Utmn  the  mover  intended.  It 
appeared  to  Mr.  B.  to  extend  to  all  who  had  here- 
torare  taken  the  benefit  of  insolvent  laws,  and 
would  operate  as  a  sort  of  general  jail  delivery. 
It  also  comprehended  persons  of  every  description, 
merchants  as  well  as  others,  which  would  oe  in- 
contdstent  with  the  principle  of  the  bill,  as  that  ap- 
plied to  merchants,  with  or  without  their  consent, 
and  to  eases  of  future  trading  only.  The  amend- 
ment was  an  entirely  new  system,  Mr.  B.  said, 
and  a  new  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson,  who  thought  the 
amendment  too  important  to  be  acted  on  without 
aidll  ezamiaation,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morroWy  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Weunesday,  March  22. 
The  Senate  resomed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  th^  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  who 
were  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  to 
inqaife  into  the  expediency  of  makine  provision 
by  law  for  the  payment  of  the  several  deputy  sur- 
veyors ia  the  Missouri  T^ritory  full  compensation 


for.  certain  services;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  comnxittee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  George  Mayfield ;  and,  in  concurrence 
therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred,  on  the 
16th  of  February,  1819,  the  memorial  of  James 
Smith  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  compensation  for  certain  claims  on  the 
Grovemment  of  France ;  and  the  report  was 'read, 
as  follows : 

Dbfabtme^t  op  St  ATI, 

WiSHiKSToir,  Maltch  20. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  on  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary,* 18 19,  by  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  the  memo- 
rial of  James  Smith  and  others  was  referred,  to  con- 
sider and  report  thereon,  has  the  honor  of  submitting 
the  following  report : 

The  claims  of  the  memorialists  belong  to  a  dass 
which  among  many  others  has  been  repeatedly,  and 
▼ery  earnestly,  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France.  Copies  are  herewith  submitted  to 
the  Senate  of  the  correspondence  between  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and  the  Minister  of 
Foreign  Relations  upon  the  subject,  before  and  since 
the  reference  of  the  memorial  to  the  Department. 
From  the  grounds  of  resistance  to  the  claims  most 
recently  assumed  on  the  part  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, it  would  appear,  that  any  relief  which  the  me- 
morialists may  be  entitled  to  expect,  can  result  only 
from  measures  within  the  exclusive  competency  of  the 
legislative  authority. 

JOHN  QUINCr  ADAMS. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States  for  the  year  1820,"  reported  the 
same  with  amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanforo  also  communicated  certain  docu- 
ments in  relation  thereto,  which  were  read,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  21st  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  enlarginfif  the  galleries  in  the  Senate 
Chamber,  and  agreed  thereto. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject 
was  referred,  reported  a  bill  panting  certain  privi- 
l^^es  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Company,  of  New 
York,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec^ 
ond  reading. 

Mr.  RoBERTp,  from  the  Committee  of  ClainiflL 
to  whom  the  subiect  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Tench 
Francis,  deceased ;  and  the  bill  was  read^  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for, 
to-morrow. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


M6 


HIBT(KKT  OF  CONORiafi. 


6S6 


SniAis. 


Thi  BamkrufH  BiM^-JLamd  Claimg. 


M^flDH,  I8SK 


Mr.  EA.RB09R  siteikted  tlie  foUowing  mockm 
for  coDsideratioB : 

Resolvedt  That  the  Oommittee  on  Public  Landi  be 
iBftnicted  to  inqoire  iDto  the  expedienoj.  of  mftking 
previMon  for  satiefyiiig  the  anlooited  land  warrants 
nned  to  the  officers  and  eoldien  of  the  Virginia  Ime, 
oo  State  establiihment,  dnring  the  RevoIatioMtfy  war. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Comnxittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States,  together  with  the  amendment  proposed 
thereto  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  as  follows: 

8xc.  65.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  per- 
son residing  within  the  United  States^  being  imprisoned 
by  ^rtue  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of  record, 
without  his  own  procurement  or  consent,  in  any  civil 
suit  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  money  due  on  a 
bona  fide  contract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  dol- 
Unt  or  being  indebted  to>  any  one  creditor  in  the  sum 
of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  creditors 
whose  debts  together  shall  amount  to  fifteen  hundred 
dollars,  may  become  a  voluntary  bankrupt,  by  present- 
ing a  petition  io  either  of  the  judges  aforesaid,  within 
the  dtttdct  within  which  he  is  imprisoned,  or  within 
which  he  has  resided  for  six  months  next  preceding, 
aetting  forth  that  he  is  desirous  of  taking  the  benefit 
of  this  act,  and  acknowledging  himself  a  bankrupt ; 
and,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  petition,  if  the  said 
judges  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  is  impria- 
onad,  or  is  indebted  in  the  manner  abovementicHMd, 
then  the  sakl  judge  shall  adjudge  the  petitioner  to  be 
a  bankrupt,  and  ^all  thereupon  appoint  oommissien* 
ars  in  the  ease  of  such  baiymipt,  in  the  same  manner 
and  form  as  is  by  this  act  directed,  where  a  commission 
of  bafikruptcy  haa  been  issoed,  and  the  like  further 
proceedings  shall  be  had  in  relation  to  such  voluntary 
bankrupt,  and  his  estate,  in  all  respects,  as  are  by  this 
act  provided,  in  relation  to  a  person  against  whom  a 
commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been  adversarily  prose- 
cuted under  this  act ;  and  such  voluntary  bankrupt, 
complying  vrith  the  several  ftaroviaions  of  this  act,  shall 
ke  entitled  to,  and  receive,  a  certifieete  of  discharge 
Iron  either  of  said  judges,  upon  the  same  terme  and 
in  the  aame  Ibrm  as  oertificates  are  granted  to  invol- 
vntary  bankrapts  under  thia  act;  and  such  certificate 
shall  have  the  same  fi>rce  and  efibot,  in  alt  respects,  as 
«artifioateB  gruited  to  other  persons  by  vftrtae  o(  this 
act. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  briefly  stated  the  ol|ject  of  his 
amendmeDt,  and  the  propriety  and  jistice  of  ex- 
tCBdiDg  the  system  to  other  claases,  under  certam 
^ktmmstaftces,  and  with  their  own  consent,  who 
«re  not  now  inclnded  in  the  biH,  which  appHes  only 
to  merchants  or  traders. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  spoke  to  show  ^at  a 
bankrupt  law,applying  peculiarly; and  solely  to  per- 
mms  in  trade,  was  the  only  kind  in  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  Oonstiiution ;  that  therefi:>re  the  jmto- 
]^O0ed  amendment  would  be  exercising  a  power 
which,  if  not  left  to  the  States,  did  not  reside  in 
Congress,  and  was  unconstitBtKmal.  He  argued 
at  sone  leo^  also  in  support  of  the  policy,  expe- 
die&ey,  jnsttce,  and  necessity  of  tite  enactment  of 
a  fvstem  such  as  pointed  out  by  the  Ooxntitutkm. 

Mr.  HoNTBE  had  agreed  with  Mr.  Kinq  in  his 
Constitufimial  view  of  the  subject ;  but,  inanmck 


as  the  Supreme  CMurthad  pn>noidiced  an  opinion 
that  ^e  enactment  of  a  boi^nipt  system)  embmc- 
iag  the  prinoiple  eoiUained  in  the  amendment,  did 
not  exceed  the  Constitutional  powefs  of  Cop^rM, 
they  were  bound  to  consider  the  power  a5  reatding 
in  the  Legislature.  li»  approved  the  object  of  the 
amendment,  und  as  there  was  no  Constituiicnul 
bar  interposed,  he  advocated  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Otis,  Mr.  Melubn,  and  Mr.  Burrill,  op- 
posed the  amendment  much  at  length,  on  theground 
of  its  inexpediency,  and  of  the  impropriety  of  ilk 
corporating  such  a  feature  in  the  present  IhIL 

Bdr.  Van  Dykb  arjn^ed,  also  at  some  length,  ib 
support  of  the  constitutionality,  the  expedieaoyr, 
and  the  equity  oi  his  amendnftent,  and  in  reply  Cd 
Mr.  Kino  and  others. 

Mr.  Wilson,  vM  Mr.  Smith,  also  adroealHI 
th^  amendn^nt.  Though  not  friendly  to  the  ItfH, 
the  amendment  would  make  it  much  less  excep- 
tionable to  them. 

Mr.  Mellen,  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the 
operation  of  the  amendment  to  cases  of  insolvency 
which  had  already  occurred,  and  to  prevent  its 
prospective  operation  altogether,  moved  so  to  mod- 
ify it. 
This  XQotion  was  negatived  without  count. 
The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Van  Dtkr's  amendment,  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows: 

T»Aa — Messrs. 'Barbour,  Brown,  Diokerson,  Bates, 
ElHott,  (Hillard,  Hunter,  Jobnaon  of  Loiriaiaaa,  Slag 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Mateo,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Pleaaanta,  Roberts,  Raggle^  Bmitb,  fitokaa, 
Taylor,  Thomas,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  and 
WtlMm-4t& 

Nats— 'Meesrs.  BurriU,  Dasa,  Bdwards,  King  of 
Nsrw  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie,  MeUea,  Otis,  PsemU, 
Banford,  Tiehenor,  Trimble,  and  WiUiama  of  Miasis*- 
sippi-^lS. 

Mr.  Llotd  then  mored  to  add  Id  the  36th  aao- 
tion  of  the  bill  the  following  proviso : 

That  sueh  discharge  of  any  bankrupt  ahafl  nH  ra- 
lease,  diacharge,  or  in  any  manner  taifair  si^  debt 
due  or  to  beoome  due  from  audi  bankiupt  to  angr  fti^ 
son  or  pemooe  not  liable  to  a  cemmiiaion  ef  inwAm 
tary  bankruptcy,  under  the  provisions  of  this  aet,  vrh# 
may  not  have  become  a  bankrupt  under  thia  aa ;  but 
every  such  debt,  or  such  part  tnereof  aa  remaina  ui^ 
satisfied  under  said  commission  of  bankruptcy,  may  be 
BOed  for  and  recovered  in  the  same  manner  as  u  no 
such  certificate  of  bankruptcy  had  been  granted. 

But  before  any  question  was  taken  on  this 
amendment,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-mof- 
row. 

ADJU8TMBNT  OF  LAND  CLAIMa 
The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Commitiee  of  Ibe 
Whole^  the  oonsideration  of  the  bill  suppleaMlri^ 
ary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land 
claims  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri 
Territory,  together  with  the  amendment  reported 
thereto  br  the  Committee  on  Public  Laatds. 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  tbede- 
tails  of  this  bill  and  amendments  oAred  to  il  (  Ift 
which  Mesinrs.  Kino  of  New  Yoik.  Johnsmi  ef 
iKraitiaaa,  Brown,  Lowrib,  and  RiKraLEB,  loik 
part    biOiecoarstdrwhiehthelHilwaa'ao^^MWl- 
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ed,  on  the  motton  of  Mr.  Bbowh,  as  to  make  it 
Mptemlile  to  Louisiana  exclnsirely ;  on  die  ground 
that  odier  and  additional  prorisions  were  neces- 
mtf  for  Missouri  and  Arkansas;  and  that, as  a  biU 
on  the  same  subject  was  now  before  the  House  of 
Representatives,  the  Delegates  from  those  Terri- 
tories woidd  hare  such  provisions  inserted  as  were 
requisite  and  proper. 

Before  the  bill  was  completed,  the  usual  hour 
of  adjournment  had  arrived;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
jcorned. 


Thursday,  March  23. 

•Mr«  Sahpobd  communicated  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Sute  of  New  York,  ree- 
OBMnendio^  such  revision  and  residatioa  of  the 
|fe$cttttanff  as  shall  tend  so  much  to  reduee  the 
importatioDe  of  foreign  aoods  as  shall  elfoctually 
{Motect  our  own  manufactures ;  and  the  resolu- 
tiDBS  were  read. 

Mr.  RoBLB  presented  the  petition  of  Sismund 
Basey,  of  Indiana,  praying  the  grant  of  a  certain 
pcrtioii  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  grist 
and  saw  miU  thereon ;  and  the  petition  was  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iafevmed  the  Senate  ttiat  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  tlie  Senate,  entitled 
'SAn  »ct  estabtishii^  a  circuit  court  within  and  for 
the  District  of  Mame,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  they  request  the  coneurrMiceof  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  |nroceeded  to  consider  said  ammd- 
ment,  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  recommitted  the  report  of  the  said 
ecBunittee  on  the  petition  of  Bbenezer  Stevens  and 
others,  with  certain  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L. 
Sands,  legal  representatives  of  Richardson  Sands, 
deceased,  and  others ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  RoBBavat  &om  the  Committee  on  Public 
BttUdings,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entiUed 
*^Aji  aet  making  further  appropriations  for  coatin- 
mom  ^the  work  upon  the  centre  building  of  the 
Capitol  asd  <ither  public  buildings,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

•The  Senate  teok  up  the  resobtioa  submitted 
yesterday  by  Mr.  Barboitr,  direettng  the  Land 
Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing provision  for  satisfying  tinlocated  land  war- 
rants issued  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
Virginia  line,  on  State  establishment,  dnriDg  the 
Revolutionary  war. 

Mr.  B.  entered  into  an  explanation  of  some  facts 
connected  with  the  inquiry,  for  the  information  of 
the  committee;  the  reasons  which  rendered  the 
intvoiry  necessary  at  this  late  day ;  why  it  had 
never  been  fully  decided  by  Congress,  dx. 
The  resolution  was  adopted  Hrnn,  con. 
The  biU  for  the  relief  of  the  kgal  lepreseata- 
turesof  Tenoh  FraiieM.deoeased ;  and  ak»  the.biU 
gnntiag  certain  jprtvileges  to  the  Ocean  Steam- 
ship Colmpany,  of  Near  York,  were  ae^nally  road 
the  eetona  time. 


Mr.  Pleasantb,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  tilie  petition 
of  Harriet  Shackeriy,  and  other  children  of  Peter 
Shackerly,  who  was  slain  on  board  of  the  Che»> 
a^ke,  when  that  ^ip  was  attacked  by  the  Brit^ 
frigate  Leqpard.  imd  praying  some  relief,  in  con- 
sequence thereof. 

JAMES  BROWN. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judieiaiy, 
unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  James  Brown,  of 
Tennessee,  (prayinff  the  enactment  of  a  law  to 
change  the  venue  from  Ohio,  in  a  prosecution  by 
him,  ap;ainst  certain  citizens  of  Ohio,  for  rescuing 
from  the  petitioner  certain  German  redemptioners, 
which  he  nad  purchased  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was 
carrying  iiome,  and  lor  committing  other  injuries 
on  me  petitioner,  for  which  injuries  he  cannot, 
from  the  influence  of  prejudice,  obtain  justice  in 
the  State  of  Ohio,)  was  read. 

Mr.  Eaton  remarked,  that  this  was  a  case  of 
considerable  importance;  and,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  provisions  for  similar  cases,  rarely  as  it 
is  believed  they  occur,  by  a  general  act,  and  to 
bring  the  subject  fully  before  the  Senate,  he  moved 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, to  whom  was  referred  thopetition  of  James  Brown, 
be  -recommitted,  and  that  they  be  instmcted  to  bring 
in  a  bill  authorizing,  upon  sufficient  representation 
before  the  judge  or  judge*,  where  any  suit  may  be 
hereafter  pending,  that  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  cannot 
be  had  in  said  Stats,  a  change  of  venne  to  sems  ad- 
joining State,  firee  from  dte  like  exception. 

Upon  this  proposition  a  debate  of  considerable 
duration  ensued,  which  turned  principally  on  the 
expediency  of  making  general  regulations,  growing 
out  of  individual  cases — the  correctness  of  the  facts 
alle^  in  this  ease — ^the  constitutionality  of  trans- 
ferrmfir  the  venue  from  one  State  to  another—^he 
probability  of  advancing  the  ends  of  jintiee  thereby. 

The  resolution  was  advocated  byMessrs«  Katoic, 
and  Smith,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  BuaniLL, 
Thimble,  LAimAN,  Otis,  Lowrie,  RuooLEa,  and 
SroltcB. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  to  ]>ostpone 
tiie  subject  indefinitely,  for  the  reason  that  it  would 
not  be  practicaUe  to  take  up  tmd  mature  the  sys- 
tem prepaid  by  the  resolution  at  this  late  period 
of  th^  session,  even  if  the  principle  were  admitted, 
when  so  many  other  national  questions  were  toht 
twtded.  Afler  some  discussion,  the  motion  pre- 
vaikd — ^yeas  24 ;  and  the  resolution  was  postponed 
indefinitely. 

ADJQURNMENT,  dec 

The  Senate  Resumed  the  Donsidemtioa  of  the 
resolution  of  Mr.  Orts  feeing  a  day  ior  the  a4j«iim- 
ment  of  the  present  session  of  Coofpress ;  which 
was  modified  by  the  mover  by  inserting  the  17th 
instead  of  the  10th  of  April  as  the  day  proposed. 

Thn  proposition  wns  discussed  at  some  length 
by  Messrs.  Ons,  WiLaoH,  Smith,  JoBiraoN,  of 
Louisiana,  Djokbrbon,  Macoh,  Llotu,  Kino,  of 
AJabma,  Dana,  and  Jo«wom,  of  ELentucky ; 
cnljnoiagtlieqiitBtiQnscf  the  exptdimey  of  iziBg 
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a  period  so  long  before  the  time  proposed ;  whether 
it  would  accelerate  the  business  of  the  session,  and 
whether  the  necessary  business  could  be  maturelf 
acted  on  within  the  time  now  proposed — whether 
the  Senate  ought  not  to  wait  for  tne  other  House 
to  mark  out  the  session  by  the  business  before  that 
branch — and  various  other  points  which  entered 
into  the  debate ;  the  result  of  which  was  the  post- 
ponement of  the  resolution,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson^  to  Thursday  next. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  bill  supplementary 
to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  titles, 
under  Spanish  and  French  grants;,  &c.,  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana. 

The  Senate  remained  until  past  three  o'clock  in 
an  assiduous  investigation  of  the  details  of  this  bill 
and  of  various  amendments  thereto  proposed ;  and 
the  bill  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  as  amended ;  and  the  Senate  ad- 
journed. 


Friday,  March  24. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  lesal  representatives  of  Richard- 
son Sands,  deceased ;  was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  March  27. 

The  President  communicated  the  memorial 
and  remonstrance  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Georgia  respecting  the  territory  in  that  State 
held  by  certain  Indian  tribes,  and  praying  that  a 
treaty  ma^  be  made  for  further  cessions  thereof  for 
the  use  of  Georgia ;  and  the  memorial  and  remon- 
strance was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Afiisiirs. 

Mr.  Leake  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

JUtoived,  That  the  Committae  on  Indtao  A£Giirsbe 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  msking 
an  appropriatioD  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  eitingnbh- 
ing  their  claim  to  a  portion  of  their  lands  lying  withip 
the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported 
a  bill  authorizing  the  buuding  of  a  certain  number 
of  small  vessels  of  war ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pleasants  conimunicated  certain  documents 
in  relation  thereto,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
reported  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in 
the  naval  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  the 
bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of^the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
poslnoned  until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  apportioning 
the  R^rese&tatiyes  in  the  SerenteeQth  Congiess 


to  be  elected  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Masstchu- 
settsand  the  State  of  Maine,  and  for  other  porposesL 
and  the  same  having  been  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  House  accordingly ;  and  the  amendments 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Bbown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreiga 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  r^ 
ported  a  hill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richaid 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  ClainisL 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper ;  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Coluinbia,  reported  a  bill  ezplanaUvy  of 
the  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  certain  public  fproond 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  (anthonzing  the  ex- 
tension to  the  Avenue,  and  sale  of  a  part  of  reser- 
vation numbered  10  y)  which  was  read,  and  paased 
to  a  second  reading. 

The  engrossed  Nil,  supplementary  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the 
State  of  Louisiana  and  Missouri  Territory  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bUi 
f(»  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair;  and  the  l^ 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Eaton  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  hs 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
certain  paymasters  of  the  United  States  Army. 

RELATIONS  WITH  SPAIN. 

The  following  Messige  was  received  from  the 
Presiobnt  op  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .- 

I  transmit  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at 
St.  Petersburg,  of  tbe  1st  of  November  last,  on  the 
subfectof  our  relationa  with  Spain,  indicating  the  aeo- 
timents  of  tbe  Emperor  of  Rnatia  reapectinf  the  nen- 
rttificatioa,  by  His  Oatbolfc  UwjtwHj^  of  the  tiVMiy 
lately  concluded  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
and  tbe  strong  interest  vrbieh  HisIoBperisl  Majesty 
takes  in  promoting  the  rutificslion  of  that  treaty.  Of 
this  friendly  dirposition,  the  moat  satis^Mlory  stssn- 
rance  has  been  since  giveo»  directly,  to  thia  Uiavera* 
ment,  by  the  Minister  of  Russia  residing  here. 

I  transmit  also  to  Congress  an  extract  of  a  letter 
from  the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
at  Madrid,  of  a  later  date  than  those  heretofore  cum- 
taiunicated,  bv  which  it  appears,  that,  at  tbe  iobtance 
of  the  Charge  des  Affaires  of  the  Emperor  of  Rueaia,  a 
new  pledge  had  been  given  by  tbe  i^panbb  Govern- 
ment that  the  Minister  who  had  been  lately  ap|>oiRted 
to  the  United  Sutes  should  set  out  on  his  misiHon 
without  delay,  with  fnll  power  to  settle  all  differences, 
in  a  manner  satisfttctory  to  the  parties. 

I  have  further  to  state,  that  the  Govemmenu  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  oontinoe  to  manttbst  tbe 
•sntiments  heretofore  communieatsd,  respecting  the 
non-nttification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  to  ioierw 
pose  their  good  offices  to  promoie  ito  ratification. 

It  is  proper  to  add,  that  the  GoTermneoU  of  Francs 
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and  Rvwia  have  exmntd  m  etrnoft  demt9  that  fh« 
United  States  would  take  ne  step,  for  the  present,  on 
the  principle  of  reprisal,  Which  might  possibly  tend  to 
distorb  the  peace  between  the  United  Sutes  and 
8pain«  There  is  good  caose  to  presame,  from  the 
delicate  manner  in  which  this  sentiment  has  been 
conreyed,  that  it  is  founded  in  a  belief^  as  well  as  a 
desire,  that  our  just  objects  may  be  accomplished 
without  the  hazard  of  such  an  extremity. 

On  full  consideration  of  all  these  circumstances,  I 
have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  Congress,  whe- 
dier  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  a  decision  on 
the  questions  now  depending  with  Spain,  tintil  the 
oezt  session.  The  distress  of  that  nation,  at  this 
juncture,  sflRirds  a  motive  for  this  forbearsnce,  which 
cannot  fsil  to  be  duly  appreciated.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, the  attention  of  the  Spanbh  Government 
nay  he  diverted  from  its  foreign  concerns^  and  the 
arrival  of  a  Minister  here  be  longer  delayed,  f  am 
tha  Mora  induced  to  suggest  this  ooucse  of  proceeding, 
inm  a  knowledge  that,  while  we  shall  thereby  make 
a  JQst  return  to  the  Powers  whose  good  offices  have 
been  ackaowledged,  and  increase,  by  a  new  and  sig- 
nal proof  of  moderation,  our  claims  on  Spain,  our  atti- 
tude, in  regard  to  her,  will  not  be  less  favorable  at  thi 
neic  sesMon  than  it  is  at  the  present 

JAMES  MONROE. 

MAaca  27,  1620. 

The  Message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  read,  anS  one  thousand  copies  thereof  or- 
dered to  he  printed  for  the  i2se  of  tne  Senate. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,  the 
consideration  of  this  bill — the  amendment  offered 
b^  Mr.  Lloyd,  when  the  bill  was  last  up,  being 
stiU  under  consideration,  as  follows : 

**  Sac.  6.5.  And  be  ii  further  enaetcdp  That  any  per- 
son, residing  within  the  United  Sutes,  being  impris- 
oned by  virtue  of  legal  process,  issued  by  any  court  of 
record,  without  his  own  procurem<*nt  or  consent,  in 
any  civil  suit  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  money  due 
oa  a  bona  fide  contract,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred 
dollars,  or  being  indebted  to  any  one  creditor  in  t^e 
sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  or  to  two  or  more  cred- 
itors whose  debts  together  ^sll  amount  to  fifteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  may  become  a  volunUry  bankrupt,  hy 
presenting  a  petition  to  either  of  the  judges  aforesaid, 
within  the  district  within  which  be  is  imprisoned,  or 
within  which  he  has  resided  for  six  months  neit  pre- 
■ediagi  setting  forth  that  he  is  desirous  of  taking  the 
benefit  of  this  net,  and  acknowledging  himself  a  bank- 
mpt ;  and,  upon  the  hearing  of  the  said  petition,  if 
tha  said  judge  shall  be  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  ii 
imprisoned,  or  is  indebted  in  the  manner  above  men- 
tioned, then  the  said  judge  shall  adjudge  the  petitioner 
to  be  a  bankrupt,  and  shall  thereupon  appoint  com- 
missioaers  in  the  esse  of  such  bankrupt,  in  the  same 
manner  and  form  ts  is  hy  this  act  directed,  where  a 
commiMion  of  bankruptcy  has  been  iMued,  and  the 
like  further  proceedings  shall  be  had  in  relation  to 
sndi  voluntary  bankrupt  and  his  estate,  in  all  respects, 
as  are  by  this  act  provided  in  relation  to  a  person 
against  whom  a  commission  of  bankruptcy  has  been 
adversarily  prosecuted  under  this  act;  and  such  vol- 
untary bankrupt,  complying  with  the  leveral  pwvis* 
Ions  of  this  act,  shall  he  entitled  to,  sod .  receilFe,  a 
Mitifioate  of  discharge  from  either  of  said  jodgee,' 


upon  the  same  terms,  and  in  the  aame  form,  ss  certi- 
ficates are  granted  to  involuntary  bankrupts  under  thia 
act;  and  such  certificate  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect,  in  all  respects,  as  certificates  grsnted  to  other 
persons  by  virtue  of  this  act ;"  by  striking  out  the 
whole  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following :  *'  That  such  discharge  of  any 
bankrupt  shall  not  release,  discharge,  or  in  any  man- 
ner impair,  any  debt  due,  or  to  become  due,  from  such 
bankrupt,  to  any  person  or  persons  not  subject  to  the 
commission  of  bai  kruptcy  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act ;  but  any  such  d^t,  or  such  part  thereof  as 
remains  unsatisfied  under  said  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy, may  be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  no  such  certificllte  of  discherge  had  been 
granted." 

Mr.  Llotd  rose,  and  observed  that  he  had  felt, 
and  still  entertained,  strong  doubts  of  the  expe- 
diency of  a  bankrupt  syrstem.  but  feelin^f  mueh 
rempect  for  the  classes  originally  embraced  in  the 
bill,  he  was  disposed  to  extend  to  them  the  relief 
which  this  bill  mi^bt  afford,  if  any  could  be  af- 
forded:  and  was  willing  to  support  the  bill  by  his 
▼ote^  if  confined  exclusively  to  merchlEints  and  tra-' 
ders.  He  was,  however,  on  more  mature  reflec- 
tion, persuaded,  that  the  provisions  necessary  to 
make  a  bankrupt  system  effective,  could  not  be  ap- 
plied, beneficially,  to  planters  and  fiirmers ;  and. 
therelbre,  if  Mr.  Van  Dtke^  amendment  should 
be  retained  in  the  bill,  and  the  bill  not  limited  in 
its  operation  to  mercnants  and  traders,  he  should 
be  obliged  to  vote  against  it  He  would,  at  this 
time,  withdraw  his  amendment,  as  a  reconsidera- 
tion of  Mr.  Van  Dtks's  amendment  was  not  now 
in  Order,  and  would  renew  it  when  the  bill  came 
into  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Drsa,  after  observing  that  be  had  in- 
timated, when  his  amendment  was  offered,  that  he 
should  afterwards  propose  other  provisions  neces-^ 
sarv  to  its  execution,  and  to  assimilate  it  to  the  rest 
of  the  bUl,  now  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  add- 
ing sundiy  sections  thereto,  having  in  view  the 
object  which  he  exjMresied. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Otis,  who 
•poke  also  of  the  inexpediency  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke's 
original  amendment,  (extending  the  bill  to  farmers 
and  others,)  to  which  these  eections  were  applica-* 
Ue  and  supplementary.  He  was  replied  to  by  Mr. 
Van  Dtkb,  who  defended  the  expediency  of  the 
provision  which  had  been  adopted  on  his  rootion, 
and  of  the  present  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said,  on  a  careful  examination 
of  the  bill,  he  found  a  provision  in  the  32d  section 
which  appeared  to  him  calculated  to  produce  ruin- 
ous consequences  to  many  fair,  honest  creditors  of 
a  bankrupt.  By  that  provision  creditors,  by  judg- 
ment or  recognizance,  after  the  bankruptcy  of  their 
debtors^  were  reduced  to  a  level  with  others,  as  it 
appeared  to  him  in  violation  of  law  and  justice; 
In  the  State  which  he  represented,  he  remarked, 
judgments,  either  obtainea  in  adversary  suits,  or  ' 
entered  by  virtue  of  warrants  of  attorney,  accord- 
ing to  the  Enfflish  practice,  had  been  used  and  re- 
lied on  from  the  first  organization  of  courts  in  that 
territory,  as  a  common  security  for  debt,  operating 
a  Uen  upon  all  the  lands  and  teninnents  of  the 
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€toblor,  from  the  time  of  beii^^  entered  on  the 
lecord. 

The  law  is  the  same  in  most,  if  not  all  the  Btates. 
Recognizances  stand  upon  the  groond  of  still  higher 
dignity.  They  have  been  adopted  in  Delaware 
by  statntory  provision  in  two  very  important  in- 
stances, namely,  as  the  form  of  secnrity  for  sher- 
i^  and  also  for  the  assignee  of  intestates'  real 
estate,  under  the  authority  of  the  orphans'  court, 
where  the  land  will  not  bear  a  division.  In  Penn- 
sylvania the  same  security  by  recognizance  is  also 
tued  upon  the  assignYnent  of  mtestates'  lands.  The 
provision  of  the  3^  section  would  destroy  or  place 
at  hazaard  this  securityf  and  derange  the  now  es- 
tablished rules  of  law  in  many  of  the  States^ 
Uader  an  impression  that  such  a  measure  ought 
not  lo  be  adopted,  Mr.  V.  moved  to  strike  out  the 
wotds  ^^  judgment,  statute,  and  reco^izance"  ' 
the  section,  so  as  to  leave  them  "to  metr  ML 
eibot  and  operation,  according  to  the  laws  of 
teapeotive  States. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  observed,  that  the  main  ol\jeot  of 
the  bill  was  to  produce  an  equal  distvibutiooa  of  a 
bankrupt's  estate,  and  to  prevent  fraud  y  and  feared 
this  amendment  would  veiy  seriously  impair  the 
feice  of  the  statute.  He  argued  at  some  len^h 
^Igamst  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  also  opposed  the  amendment,  and 


practice  prevailed  in  GeMigia,  respecting  liens 
which  had  been  adduced  in  support  of  this  amend- 
ment; bat  he  doubted  whether  it  would  aocdm- 
plish  the  object  intended,  and  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out  the  whole  clause,  and  insert  a  aubstitnte. 
providing  "that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 

*  c^^erate  to  deleat  any  lien  which  any  creditor 
^  inay  have  upcm  the  estate  of  such  bankrupt,  by 

*  virtue  of  any  judgment  or  recognizance  bona  £de 

*  obtaiaad  a||;ain8t,  or  entered  into  by  such  bank* 

*  nipt,  previously  to  the  time  he  became  baak-^ 
•rapt" 

This  modification  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Yah 
Dtkb;  and  after  some  debate,  in  which  Messrs^ 
Onaatnd  BoniuLL  o|mosed,  and  Messrs.  Walkbr, 
of  Georgia,  and  Yah  Dtke,  advocated  the  a»end- 
ment,  the  question  was  taixn,  and  the  amendment 
agreed  to— yeas  16,  nays  9. 

Mr.  Baton  then  offered  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, by  adding  thereto  the  following  proviso: 

**And  promded,  further,  Thit  no  jttdgm«at  ihall 
operate  u  a  lien,  unless  eiecution  be  isiaed  and  leried 
within  three  months  from  the  rendition  of  the  judgment, 
and  unless  proper  diligence  and  industry  be  used  to 
procure  the  same  to  be  satisfied." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Siuth  as 
kMspedient,  and  it  was  subsequently  withdrawn  by 
the  mover. 

No  other  amendment  being  ofifored,  the  bill  was 
leported,  with  its  amendments,  to  the  Senate: 
which  were  all  sueoessively  conourced  in,  until 
the  question  was  stated  on  eoncucrin£  with  the 
committee  in  Mr.  Yam  Dtka's  amenSnent,  (ex- 
tending the  provisions  of  the  act  to  aU  other  pep- 


sons,  but  at  their  own  instance,  and  by  their  vol* 
unti^  consent  only.) 

Mr.  Lloyd  proposed  ta  strike  out  all  of  thb 
amendment,  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  ia- 
sert  in  lieu  thereof  a  substitute,  the  same  as  the 
amendment  which  he  offered  on  Thursday  umI 
withdrew  diis  morning,  (providing,  in  substanog 
that  no  person  taking  me  benefit  of  the  act  sliafi 
be  released  fh>m  a  debt  due  to  any  person  of  those 
classes  who  are  excluded  from  the  b^efit  of  the 
act  i)  in  support  of  which  amendment  Mr.  L.  briefly 
recajpitulated  the  reasons  which  he  had  submitted 
previously  this  dav  on  the  same  subject. 

A  division  of  tne  question  was  required  by  Mr. 
Otis,  and  was  accordingly  taken  first  on  striking 
out  Mr.  Yan  Dyjcs's  amendment. 

This  question  was  dapided,  by  ycaa  and  nays,  in 
the  negative,  as  £oUows : 

FxAs-^Messrs.  BurHH,  Dmm,  XMckenoii,  BdfPanls» 
EIHot,  King  of  New  Yoik,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  L^mia, 
Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Pahnar,  Parrott,  Sanlbrd,  Tish0> 
nor,  Trimble,  and  Williams  of  Miasisaropi — 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Betbour,  Brown,  Bitoa,  €Wlafd» 
Hunter,  Johnson  of  Keotuoky)  Johnson  of  Loulaian% 
King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Maoon,  M«mil,  Plea* 
sants,  Roberts,  Ritggies,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thoraasy 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,,,  Walker  of  OMfgia, 
Wiliiams  of  Tennetase,  and  Wilson— Ai. 

The  Senate  refusing  to  strike  out  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  substitute  offered  bf 
Mr.  Lloyd  fell  of  course,  without  any  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Van  Dtjce^s  amendment,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  25,  nays  16,  as  follows: 

YiAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliott. 
Gaillard,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Lomsiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Pleas- 
ants, Roberts,  Rnggtes,  Smith,  Stokea,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia^ 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  WHson. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickenon,  Edwards, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowfie,  M«^en, 
Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Sanford,  Ticfaenor,  Trimble, 
and  Williams  of  Mississippi. 

The  remaining  amendments  were  thei;i  agreed 
to,  and  the  bill  postponed  tiU  to-morrow. 


TD£8aAY»  March  28. 

The PRBeni/BitT communieated  the  petitiB»flf 
Benjamin  O.  Bufikey,8e«linff  forth  tttfit,  in^hie 
session  of  1799  and  1800,  he  cSfered  to  the  Senate 
certain  proofs  of  the  corruption  in  the  Post  Office 
Department, '"Wdiich  were  not  fufly  exmntned,  by 
which  he  alleges  to  have  sustained  great  injury, 
and  praying  mat  the  said  charges  may  now  be 
inquired  into,  to  ^e  ^nd  that  justice  may  be  ren* 
dered  him ;  and  the  petition  was  read  and  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Babbour  presented  the  petition  of  Lemuel 
Bent,  late  paymaster  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  praying  relief  in  the  settlement  of  his  ac- 
counts; and  the  petition  was  read,  and  refeieed  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  B.  alK>  preaented  the  petition  of  CharUa 
K.  Mallovy  and  others,  officers  of  the  customs  for 
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the  port  of  Norfolk,  praying  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation ;  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  LowRiE,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Liands,  to  whom  was  ref<^rred  the  bill  granting  to 
the  State  of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  cer- 
tain sections  of  land,  reported  the  same,  with  an 
amendment,  which  was  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  haye  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments  f  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An 
aet  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
die  United  States,  and  lor  other  purposes  *,' "  and 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  £at  the  relief  of  Eliz- 
abeth Braden,"  in  which  bills  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Tbe  Senate  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  from  the  other  House  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  service  of  the  present 
rear.  tofi[ether  with  the  amendments  reported  thereto 
b^  tne  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate. 

These  amendments  propose,  1st.  To  add  $130,- 
000  to  the  appropriation  for  the  clothing  for  the 
Army;  and,  2d.  To  increase  the  appropriation 
for  the  Quartermaster  General's  department  from 
f(450^000  to  $500,000.  [This  latter  involved  the 
(question  whether  the  Missouri  Expedition  shall  be 
limited  to  the  Council  BluJSs,  or  authorized,  by  ap- 
propriation, to  be  extended  to  the  Mandan  villages, 
as  originally  contemplated  by  the  Executive.] 

The  first  amendment  being  read, 

Mr.  Sanforo  rose  and  explained  in  detail  the 
reasons  which  induced  the  committee  to  recom- 
mend an  augmentation  of  the  appropriations  enu- 
merated above ;  which  augmentation  was  ground- 
ed^ jrenerally,  on  the  expediency  of  keeping  up  the 
miilitary  establishment  on  its  present  footing — the 
effect  of  the  reduced  appropriation  being  to  dimin- 
ish the  Army  to  about  eight  thousand  men — the 
expediencjr  of  prosecuting  the  military  expedition 
up  the  Missouri,  as  hish  as  the  Manaan  villages, 
to  effect  the  avowed  objects  of  the  Government, 
to  secure  to  the  country  its  just  portion  of  the  In- 
dian fur  trade ;  of  cutting  off  the  intercourse,  the 
pernicious  influence,  and  the  profit  of  the  British 
tntders  and  companies  from  the  extensive  tribes 
within  our  limits  to  the  northwest,  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  military  posts  contemplated  by  the 
Executive  at  certain  pomts  on  the  northwestern 
waters,  particularly  up  the  Missouri,  dbc. ;  the  in- 
expediency of  relinquishing  that  trade,  at  least 
without  an  equivalent,  and  the  propriety  of  exer- 
cising rights  and  enjoying  advantages  which  no- 
body disputes :  all  wnich  Mr.  S.  went  much  into 
detail — ^by  a  reference  to  documents  on  the  subject, 
and  a  recurrence  to  the  history  of  our  country,  ana 
the  policy  and  object  of  England  and  her  fur  com- 
panies— to  explam  and  justify,  particularly  in  ref- 
erence to  that  branch  of  the  subject  connected  with 
our  Indian  relations. 

16th  Con.  Ist  Se88^18 


The  first  amendment,  increasing  the  appropria- 
tion for  clothing  was  stated)  when,  in  answer  to 
an  inquiry  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Trimble  and 
Mr.  Dana,  respectively,  explained  the  propriety  of 
the  increase,  on  the  ground,  among  other  reasons, 
that  it  was  rendered  proper  by  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing always  a  six  months'  supply  on  hand,  for  fur- 
nishing with  certainty  distant  posts,  &c. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  admitted  the  propriety  of  having  a 
well  appointed  and  well  supplied  Army ;  but  spoke 
in  favor  of  economy,  and  a  rigid  examination  of 
the  appropriations,  to  ascertain  where  retrenchment 
could  be  effected  without  detriment  to  the  puUic 
service. 

Mr.  Dana  replied  at  some  length,  to  show  that 
there  was  no  extravagance  in  this  appropriation, 
at  least ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  required  by 
considerations  of  true  economy,  du;. 

Mr.  Wilson  expressed  himself  satisfied  with 
the  exj^anations  given  on  this  question. 

Mr.  jBurrill  made  a  few  remarks  to  show,  from 
the  probable  strength  of  the  Army,  that  the  appro- 
priation made  by  the  other  House  would  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  object,  without  any  increase. 

Mr.  Macon  read  one, or  two  documents  to  show 
that  the  Army  would  probably  be  reduced  by  the 
effect  of  desertion,  which  had  amounted^  in  the 
last  year,  to  more  than  fifteen  hundred — tne  num- 
ber contemplated  to  be  recruited. 

Mr.  Otis  opposed  the  reduction  of  the  Army  in 
this  incidental  way,  by  diminishing  appropriations, 
and  argued  that  a  certain  amount  of  force  was  au- 
thorized by  Congress;  that  the  estimates  of  the 
Executive  officers  were  pounded  thereon,  and  it 
was  proper  to  be  guided  m  some  decree  by  them, 
and  rely  somewhat  on  their  responsibility,  &c. 

After  some  'further  discussion  between  Messrs. 
Dana,  Burrill,  Eaton,  and  Trimble,  the  first 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment,  to  increase  the  appro- 
priation for  the  duartermaster's  department  ffor 
the  use  of  the  Missouri  Expedition,)  from  tour 
hundred  and  fif^y  thousand  dollars  to  five  hwidf$d 
thousand  dollars  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  in  favor  of  thepolicy  of  lim- 
iting the  Missouri  Expedition  to  the  Cfouncil  BlufiCs, 
which  it  had  reached,  and  against  the  extension 
of  our  acquisitions  of  territory  at  present  further 
into  the  Indian  country,  as  they  now  extended  far 
enough  for  the  population ;  believing,  that  carrving 
those  expeditions  among  the  Indians  was  likefy  to 
produce  Indian  wars;  that  if  carried  further  up 
the  Missouri,  they  must  be  extended  in  other  di-v 
rections ;  that  they  could  not  destroy  the  influ- 
ence of  private  traders  over  the  Indians,  as  was 
proven  by  experience,  &c. 

Mr.  EowARDs  maintained  that  the  establish- 
ment of  posts  was  acceptable  to  the  Indians,  and 
had  not  a  tendency  to  produce  hostility  from  mem, 
and  that  otherwise  intruders  within .  pur  limits 
could  not  be  excluded,  or  their  influence  destroyed 
amongst  the  Indians. 

Mr.  Dana  argued  in  support  of  the  policy  of  im- 
pressing the  Indian  tribeis  with  opinions  of  our 
power  and  justice,  as  the  principal  means  by  which 
they  could  he  controlled ;  that  this  was  to  be  pro- 
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duced  b^  the  exhibition  and  establbhment  amongst 
them  or  a  military  force,  and  they  thus  be  taught 
to  respect  and  confide  in  us;  that  the  points  select- 
ed in  this  instance  were  deemed  advantageous; 
and  that  the  object  was  certainly  worth  more  than 
the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  d6Uars,  the  real 
sum  ii)  controversy. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  adverted  to  the  embarrassments  of 
the  Treasury,  the  general  difficulty  of  the  times 
with  all  classes  and  in  all  parts  of  tne  country,  to 
show  that  it  was  inexpedient  and  impolitic  to  en- 
courage expensive  projects;  that  the  nation  was 
not  in  a  pecuniary  conaition  to  support  them ;  in- 
sisting on  the  policy  of  conforming  the  public  ex- 
penditures to  tne  public  income;  and,  as  to  the 
c[uestion  immediately  before  the  Senate,  he  was 
in  fovor  of  stopping  the  Missouri  Expedition  where 
it  now  is. 

Mr.  Leake  called  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  letters  from  Colonel  Atkinson  and  other  officers 
to  the  War  Department',  to  show  the  pernicious 
effects  of  private  traders,  on  the  disposition,  man- 
ners, and  morals  of  the  Indians,  and  to  show  that 
they  could  not  be  controlled  by  trade  merely. 

Mr.  Trimble  spoke  at  considerable  length,  to 
impress  hb  opinions  of  the  importance  of  the  trade 
with  the  Indians;  the  policy  of  extending  it;  of 
excluding  from  them  intruders  ai^d  foreign  influ- 
ence; orobtaining  a  controlling  influence  over 
them;  the  means  necessary  to  effect  these  objects, 
the  most  effectual  of  which  was  the  establishment 
of  military  posts  on  the  extreme  frontier:  that  the 
expedition  up  the  Missouri  to  the  extent  contem- 
plated by  the  War  Department  was  compatible 
with  the  true  policy  of  the  nation,  and  the  best 
and  safest  means  of  promoting  that  policy,  &c.; 
that  an  opposite  policy  gave  the  British  an  influ- 
ence over  the  Northwest  Indians  that,  in  the  last 
war,  cost  this  nation  thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  money,  dbc;  that  the  additional  expense  was 
extremely  inconsiderable  compared  v9'ith  the  ad- 
vantages in  view,  &c.;  and  entered  much  at  large 
into  a  view  of  the  opposition,  trade,  and  connex- 
ion of  the  various  tribes,  the  routes  of  foreign 
traders,  &c.;  and  concluded  by  asserting,  that, 
without  an)r  reference  to  the  present  expedition, 
the  appropriation  ought  not  to  be  less  than  the 
amendment  contemplated. 

Mr.  Macon  replied  to  some  of  the  statements 
made  by  Mr.  Dana  in  relation  to  former  fiscal 
matters,  and  proceeded  to  argue  that  the  Indians 
were  sufficiently  well  acquainted  with  the  power 
of  the  United  States  without  consuming  the  pub- 
lic resources  in  sending  military  expeditions  to 
suich  extremely  remote  points,  dec 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  thought  Mr.  Dana's  argument, 
like  many  other  good  ones,  proved  too  much;  that, 
if  it  were  admitted  that  our  power  ought  to  be 
exhibited  so  far  up  the  Missouri,  the  same  policy 
would  require  it  elsewhere,  even  as  far  as  the  Co- 
lumbia, and  argued  that  it  was  the  acquisition  of 
the  fur  trade  only  which  ought  to  be  aimed  at,  or 
now  considered;  that  there  was  no  want  of  Indian 
territory  in  that  direction  at  present,  and  that  hav- 
ing no  controversy  with  the  Indians  or  with  Eng- 
land, about  boundary  or  any  thing  else,  it  was  in-  i 


expedient  to  prosecute  this  expedition  further  thftn 
it  had  reached ;  that  if  that  was  found  benefieial 
there,  it  might  be  extended  hereafter;  that  as  it 
would  probsLoly  produce  hostilities  with  the  Indians 
it  would  be  best  to  proceed  prudently,  d^c. 

Mr.  Edwardb  argued  from  the  prfictice  of  the 
English  companies,  and  the  French^  as  well  as 
our  own  experience  that  forts  and  inilitary  force 
stationed  amongst  tnem,  were  necedsarr  to  produce 
the  desired  effect  on  the  Indians ;  and  tnat  no  other 
means  would  answer. 

Mr.  Otis  would  perhaps  have  been  adverse  to 
this  expedition  if  called  on  now  for  the  first  time, 
to  authorize  it;  but  having  been  sanctioned  by 
Congress  at  the  last  session,  and  already  prose- 
cuted to  a  great  extent,  he  knew  of  no^iag  which 
had  occurred  to  induce  an  abandonment  of  it; 
that  to  keep  the  expedition  where  it  is,  $480^00 
will  be  necessary,  and  Co  carry  it  up  to  thepoint 
originally  contemplated  would  require  but  $SbfiOO 
more ;  and  asked  whether  the  expedition  had  been 
proven  so  improper,  aAer  the  strong  expressions 
used  in  its  favor  oy  the  President,  as  to  induce  it 
to  be  given  up  for  this  small  sum,  dx. ;  why  was  it 
proper  to  ^  to  the  Council  Bluffs,  yet  not  proper, 
after  making  two  appropriations  on  the  subject, 
to  fi^o  a  little  further  ?  It  was  an  inexpedient  and 
unharmonious  way  of  legislating,  and  carrying 
into  effect  an  important  policy  in  relation  to  the 
fur  trade — it  was  worth  the  trifle  called  for. 

Mr.  LooAN  went  into  a  similar  train  of  reason- 
ing to  establish  the  opinion  that  the  expedition 
was  in  pursuance  of  a  great  national  policy — to 
extend  our  own  trade  and  influence  with  the  In- 
dians, and  cutting  up  that  of  foreigner^ — of  avert- 
ing Indian  hostilities,  dec,  and  that  the  smn  in- 
volved was  unimportant  compared  with  such 
objects. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  till  to-morrow, 

Mr.  Sanford  laid  on  the  table  the  following 
documents : 

DxPARTMSiTT  OF  War,  MoTch  20, 1820. 

Sir  :  I  underttand  that,  in  the  military  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  item  of  clothing  is  filled  $300,000  only. 
I  deem  it  my  duty  to  state,  if  a  greater  sum  is  not 
appropriated,  the  public  service  must  suffer  very 
serious  inconvenience,  at  least  in  the  year  1821. 

In  the  years  1816,  1817,  1818,  1819,  there  w^re 
appropriated  for  clothing  of  the  Anny  $3S0,000, 
$670,881,  $618,160,  $400,000,  respectively.  The  ra- 
ault  was,  an  accumulation  of  the  articles  of  dotbimg, 
except  in  1816  tod  1810.  Under  a  belief  that  «he 
supply  ought  not  to  be  further  accumulated,  and  that 
the  sum  of  $400^000  would  be  solBdent,or  naarlj  so, 
to  keep  up  the  stock  on  hand,  that  sum  was  appro- 
priated for  1819.  When  the  estimates  of  this  jaar 
were  made,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  stock  of  cloth- 
ing was  considerably  diminiriied  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  and  the  sum  of  $430,000  was  asked  for  this  y«ar, 
under  the  belief,  that  a  greater  sum  than  that  of  ^ 
last  year  was  required ;  and  that  it  was  the  least  s«m 
which  would  meet  the  exigence  of  the  service.  In  the 
estimate  for  this  suib,  it  was  presumed  that  the  aggre- 
gate of  our  military  strength  would  average  for  the 
year  about  ten  thousand  men.  It  must  1^  obviona, 
that  there  onght  to  be,  at  least,  six  months  of  supply 
of  clothing  always  on  hand.    The  issue  is  made  aeiiiL- 
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aaawallj  m  the  m^thof  April  foe  8iMAn«r,  and  Not- 
«aiber  iar  Winter;  mod  it  most  be  appereot,  tbei  Ibe 
April  iseae  canDot  be  proTided  in  time,  efler  tbe  pes- 
•mge  of  the  approprietion  bill.  In  fact,  tbe  cupply  on 
band  ought  to  exceed  six  months  issue  for  the  whole 
Anny  ;  as  the  means  of  transportation  to  the  posts  oc- 
cupied by  the  three  regiments  stationed  on  the  North- 
weatem  frontier,  cannot  be  relied  on  more  than  once 
a  year.  But  it  is  believed,  that  should  the  sum  of 
^800,000  only  be  appropriated,  that  the  stock  on  hand 
would  be  neuly  or  quite  exhausted  ;  and  that  great 
incoDTeoienoc  would  result  to  the  service  in  the  enau- 
kig  year,  i  would  therefore  respectftdJy  auggeat  the 
propriety  of  ao  amending  the  biU,  as  to  appropriate 
tbe  aom  of  f4304K)0«  It  may  be  proper  to  aUte,  that 
eren  this  aom  is  much  below  the  estimate  of  the 
CovniBaaiy  of  Pqrchasea.  Hla  eetimtte  amonnta  to 
$660^017  49. 

I  alao  onderatand  that  the  appropriation  ibr  the 
quarterraaater's  department  ia  mled  in  the  bill  with 
1^460^000  instead  of  $500,000,  as  reported  to  the 
House  of  Repreaentatives  by  the  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means  ;  the  reduction  of  $50,000  being  made,  aa 
ia  atated,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  be  inexpedient 
to  establish  any  post  on  the  Missouri  above  the  Council 
3IuflB.  The  expense  of  transportation  to  the  Council 
BlufSi  ia  estimated  at  less  than  half  of  that  to  the 
Mandan  villages ;  and  as  the  supplies  of  both  of  the 
fegiments  stataooed  on  the  Missouri  would  have  to  be 
transported  to  the  former  poet,  where  it  waa  intended 
to  station  one  of  them,  and  as  those  of  one  regiment 
only  would  have  to  be  tranaported  from'  the  Council 
Blu£b  to  the  Mandan  villagea,  it  ia  obvioua  that  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  ei^^9UB99  would  be  incurred  by 
traa^rtatioo  to  the  Council  Blofis*  In  addition  to 
thia  view  cf  tbe  aulvject,  it  ia  proper  to  «tate  that  ar- 
rangements bad  been  made  to  tranaport  a  considerable 
portion,  of  the  suppUea  between  Council  Bluffs  and 
the  Mandan  viUagea»  by  tbe  public  boats  attached  to 
the  expedition,  and  which  are  now  at  the  former  place; 
which,  pDobably,  would  have  diminished  the  expense 
of  tranaportation  from  Council  Bluffs  to  the  Mandan 
villages  to  $20,000 ;  which,  subtracted  from  $100,000, 
tbe  sum  estimated  for  the  whole  expense  of  the  trans* 
portation  on  the  Missouri  would  leave  $80,000  as  the 
expense  of  transportation  to  the  Council  Blufb.  This 
view  would  require  $480,000  to  be  appropriated  for 
the  qnartermaater'a  department,  inatead  of  $450^000, 
wi^  which  the  blank  is  iUed.  It  may  be  proper  to 
observe  that  the  appropriationa  fortbequartermaater'a 
department  for  1816, 1817, 1818,  and  1819,  amounted 
to  $860,000,  $460,000,  $460,000,  and  $540,000,  re* 
apoctbely;  and  that  sinee  1818,  the  expenae  of  the 
tranaportation  of  officers'  baggage^and  the  tiansporta- 
tioik  of  proviai^na,  mder  the  new  lya^m  of  aupplying 
the  rationa  of  the  army,  which  increaaee .  the  quarter^ 
master'a  axpenaaa  upwards  of  $lde|000,  have  been 
added  to  the  expense  of  that  department.  Tbe  former 
of  those  items  previous  to  this  year  had  been  charged 
to  contingendfla,  aid  tbe  latter  to  lubaistence. 

Tba.aoAll  amount  of  the  appropriation  for  clothing 
and  the  quartermaater'a  department,  for  the  year  1816, 
waa  owing  to  the  large  supply  which  was  left  on  hand 
at  the  termination  of  the  war. 

In  relation  to  bounties  and  premiums,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  recruiting  service,  I  enclose  two  state- 
ments from  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  by 
which  jon  will  perceive  what  sum  would  be  necessary 
to  fill  tbe  estabnabment  as  authorized  by  law,  and  also 
that  the  amount  appropriated  under  those  heads  will 


not  pcobahly  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  inilitaiy  catab- 
Uahmcnt  at  the  present  number. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  NXTBAH  SAKTOBn, 

Chatrmnn  CofnnUUee  of  Finance^  Senate. 

Adjt.  Avn  IvspxcToa  Gxh's  Officx, 

December  16,  1819. 
8iR :  Conformably  to  your  order  I  have  the  honor 
to  aubmit  the  following  estimate  of  funda  for  tbe  re- 
cruiting service  for  the  year  18110. 
For  5,000  recruits,  bounties  $1S  to  each  re- 
cruit       $60,OPO 

For  5,000  recruits,  premium  $2  to  each  re- 
cruit      - 10,000 

Quarters,  fqel,  bunks,  straw,  citizen  aur- 
geona  for  examining  recruits  and  attend- 
ing the  aick,  fees  of  magistrates  for  qualify- 
i^g  recruits,  stationery,  dsc,  including  all 
expenditures  for  recruits,  until  organized 
for  joining  regiments,  or  corps,  $ii^  78^ 
per  man 113,9»5 

$18d,0S5 


I  get  theae  contingenciea  of  the  recruiting  service 
by  apportioning  the  whole  expenditurea  of  the  laat 
year  for  Uiat  aervice,  aa  eatimated  by  the  Second  Au- 
ditor and  Quartermaater  General,  among  tbe  recruits 
made  In  that  year ;  and  I  estimate  for  5,000  men  on 
the  following  dau,  viz :  Thai  tbe  army  aggr^ate,  at 
the  close  ot  the  present  year,  will  be  9,000;  that  to 
complete  the:lall  organization  would  require  3,300  re- 
cruiu ;  to  which  I  add,  to  supply  the  placea  of  those 
whose  term  of  service  will  expire  in  the  next  year, 
300,  (no  enlistments  HTcre  made  in  1815,  after  tbe 
10th  of  J'ebruary,)  and,  to  meet  the  casualtiea  of  ser- 
vice by  death,  disability,  and  desertion,  1,400.  The 
desertions  in  tbe  present  year  would  warrant  a  much 
greater  eatimate  on  that  account;  but  I  have  the 
honor  to  lay  before  you  a  particular  report  on  that 
subject,  and  hope  that  meaaures  may  be  devised  to 
render  desertion  less  frequent  To  this  sta^ment  I 
will  only  add,  that  tbe  process  of  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice has  heretofore  been  such,  that,  with  ordlnaiT 
casualties,  the  ranks  would  be  as  nearly  full  at  thia 
time  as  the  detached  aervice  of  the  army  would  justl^r. 
Several  of  the  regiments  in  the  ^Est  six  monthaof  tms 
year,  for  which  period  only  I.  have  yet  axan^iaed  the 
retuma  in  that  particular,  loat  more  than  ono-lenth  of 
their  men  by  deaertion. 

I  have  tbe  honor  to  be,  ditc, 

D.  PARKER, 
Adit,  and  Inspector  General, 

The  SxcaxTABT  or  War. 

AojT.  AVD  IvavxcTom  Oav's  Omci, 

Mtrek  11, 18S0. 
Sir  :  It  appears  by  the  new^papem  that  the  House 
of  R^eaentativea  voted  only  $3t,000  for  bountiac 
and  premiums  on  account  of  tbe  recruiting  aervico  for 
the  year.  Thia  sum  will  only  enlist  1,500  men— less 
than  the  number  actually  bat  by  desertion  during  the 
last  year.  In  the  three  last  vean,  more  than  12,000 
men  have  been  enlisted;  and  still  the  aggregate  of  the 
army,  at  the  dose  of  the  last  year,  did  not  exceed 
9,000 1 
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It  IB  tnie  that  only  800  men  are  entitled  to  dis- 
charge by  the  expiration  of  their  term ;  stiU,  if  the  de- 
fertioni  and  other  casaalties  ihould  be  as  great  as  in 
former  years*  the  army  will  not  exceed  8,000  men  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  inclnding  the  recruits  which 
may  be  obtained  with  $21,000  voted  for  that  purpose. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dcc^ 

D.  PARKPR, 
^dV/.  and  Inspector  General, 
The  8kcrktirt  or  Was. 


Wedmesdat  March  29. 

The  following  Message  was  yesterday  receiyed 
firom  the  President  of  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  Slates,- 

I  transmit  to  the  Senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  reso- 
lution of  the  Is^  of  February,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  information  required  by  that 
resolution. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washirotoh,  2dd  March,  1820. 

The  Message  and  rq)ort  were  read. 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of  Herbert 
Grant,  praying  the  allowance  of  certain  drawback, 
as  stated  in  the  petition ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures. 

Mr.  Eaton  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  brin^ 
in  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  payihasters  of  the  United 
States  Army ;  and  the  biU  was  read,  and  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  three  bills  brought  up  yesterday  for  concur- 
rence, were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  authorizins  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers;  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair ;  the  bill 
explanatory  of  the  '^  act  authorizing  the  sale  of 
certain  grounds  belonging  to  the  United  States  in 
the  City  of  Washington  ^"  and  also  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper,  were  severally  read 
the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  27th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Indian.  Afiairs  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  an  appropriation  for  holding 
a  treaty  with  certain  Indians,  and  the  same  having 
been  modified,  was  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Besohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  an 
appropriation  for  holding  a  treaty  wiUi  the  Choctaw 
Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  their  claim 
to  a  portion  of  their  lands  lying  within  the  State  of 
Mississippi* 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  upon  the  pe- 
tition of  William  C.  Kausler ;  and,  on  motion  oy 
Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  it  was  order^  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 


of  allowing  to  the  said  District  a  Delegate  to  CongrsM, 
upon  a  footing  with  the  Delegates  from  tb«  siveral 
Territorial  governments. 

Mr.  J.  remarked  that,  while  he  was  a  member 
of  the  other  House,  he  saw  the  necessity,  and  in- 
troduced a  resolution  which  had  for  its  object  the 
representation  of  the  people  of  the  distant  T'erritory 
of  Michigan,  by  admitting  them  to  send  a  delate 
to  Congress.  The  law  which  originated  msa 
that  resolution,  admitting  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
had  produced  the  most  salutary  eonsequences,  in 
relieving  C<mgress  from  its  attention  to  loeal  de- 
tail, without  any  correct  data,  and  in  a  vindication 
of  the  rights  of  that  Territorial  government  by 
its  immediate  representative.  He  said  a  long  at- 
tention to  the  same  subject  had  ccmvinced  him  of 
the  equal  necessity  of  allowing  to  the'  District  of 
Columbia  a  delegate,  upon  a  footing  with  the  Ter- 
ritorial governments. 

The  position  of  Confess  in  the  midst  of  this 
people,  does  not  furnish  us  with  corresponding 
means  of  correct  information ;  nor  had  ne  ever 
discovered  less  necessity  for  an  appeal  to  a  dele- 
gate for  the  legislation  of  this  District  than  a  dis- 
tant territory;  for,  when  any  subject  was  brought 
before  Congress,  the  citizens  who  felt  most  inter- 
ested in  the  measure  would  make  their  communi- 
cation, and  always  present  a  diversity  of  opinionsL 
which  at  once  produced  a  difficulty,  which  woula 
not  exist  if  the  population  had  a  right  to  elect  a 
delegate  to  attend  to  their  interest:  and,  as  it  re- 
spects the  population  of  the  District,  disfranchised 
from  the  sreat  and  essential  principles  of  sdf-gov- 
emment  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  they  are 
entitled  to  this  consideration.  It  is  pur  duty,  said 
Mr.  J.,  to  ^ve  them  all  we  can,  consistently  with 
the  conditions  and  terms  of  the  Constitution.  As 
it  respects;  the  Congress,  we  well  know  that  rfie 
burden  of  detail  and  local  matter,  in  legislation, 
not  only  protracts  our  sessions  but  draws  the 
mind  from  the  investigation  of^  more  important 
national  objects.  The  District  of  Columbia,  al- 
though ten  miles  square,  has  a  growing  population; 
now  amounting  to  upwards  of  thirty  thousand 
souls,  and  Congress  is  vested  with  the  power  of 
exclusive  legislation,  and  that  power  embraces  all 
the  objects  of  a  jtidicial,  executive  and  legislative 
department  It  is  a  comfdete  political  eorpocmtioa, 
and  requires  much  time  to  mature  systems,  and 
pass  laws  for  the  purposes  of  promoting  their  pros- 
perity and  happiness. 

He  hoped  that  there  would  be  no  objection  to 
the  inquiry. 

The  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  lie  on  the 
table. 

SAVANNAH  aUFFERERS. 

The  Senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot,  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the 
duties  on  certain  goods  consumed  by  the  late  fire 
at  Savannah. 

Mr.  Elliot  said,  that  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
reported  for  the  relief  of  certain  petition's,  suf- 
ferers by  the  late  confla^tion  at  Savanna^  in 
Georgia.  The  relief  which  it  proposed  to  afford 
to  them  was  not  incompatible,  he  said,  with  the 
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object  of  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties,  and 
would,  he  trusted,  be  sanctioned  by  this  honcnrable 
Senate.  I  will  submit  a  few  remarks,  said  Mr. 
E.,  in  support  of  this  i)osition.  The  wealth  of 
every  nation  consists  in  its  productive  labor,  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  Goyemment  to  afibrd  suitable  pro- 
tection and  encouragement  to  such  labor.  But,  if 
articles  of  forei^  growth  and  manufacture  were 
to  be  admitted  mto  our  markets  without  restric- 
tion, the  competition  would  be  ruinous  to  our  do- 
mestic establishments.  Labor  bein^  cheaper  in 
older  nations,  where  the  population  is  necessarily 
more  compact,  would  give  advantages  in  such  a 
competition  to  the  foreign  fabric,  which  the  do 
mestic  article  could  not  resist ;  and,  retiring  from 
the  unequal  contest,  the  whole  consumption  of  the 
country  would  be  engrossed  by  the  productions  of 
labor. 

To  preyent  such  a  state  of  things,  said  Mr.  E., 
Congress  is  empowered  to  lay  alid  collect  duties. 
This  seems  to  be  a  power  necessarily  resulting 
from  the  duty  of  protection,  which  ever^  Goyem- 
ment owes  to  its  people ;  and  Congress,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  this  power,  have  enacted  laws  imposing 
certain  duties  on  all  foreign  articles  imported  for 
consumption.  I  say  for  consumption,  for  if  the 
goods  enter  not  into  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, the  domestic  labor  is  not  affected  by  the  im- 
portation. Hence,  the  reason  of  the  laws  allowing 
drawbacks ;  goods  imported  and  reshipped,  because 
tkey  are  not  consumed  in  the  country,  are  entitled 
to  drawback.  It  is  eyident  then,  that  it  is  the 
sale  of  the  ibreign  goods  in  tne  home  market,  and 
not  their  importation,  that  gives  an  equitable  right 
to  the  duty.  But  the  goods,  the  importation  of 
which  ffaye  rise  to  the  duties  sought  to  be  remitted 
by  this  bill,  have  neyer  been  sold  in  the  market; 
they  haye  never  come  in  competition  with  the 
productive  labor  of  the  country ;  they  were  con- 
sumed by  fire,  and  are  as  completely  out  of  the 
market  as  though  they  had  never  been  imported, 
or  having  been,  were  reshipped.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, can  it  be  unreasonable  to  afford  to 
these  petitioners  the  relief  contemplated  by  this 
biU? 

Shall  he  who  reships  aAer  importation  be  enti- 
tled to  drawback  because  his  goods  are  withdrawn 
from  the  competition  in  the  home  market ;  and 
shall  not  the  unfortunate  man  be  relieved  from  the 
exactions  of  Government,  whose  goods  are  not 
only  withdrawn  from  this  competition,  but  are  lost 
to  him  forever  by  an  act  of  rrovidence,  equally 
beyond  his  fbresi^t  and  control  1  Will  vou  suffer 
the  reshipper  to  send  £rom  the  country  nis  whole 
stock,  unimpaired  by  the  exaction  of  the  customary 
duty  on  importation,  because  he  has  not  sold  his 
goods  in  the  home  market  ?    And  will  you  permit 

Jour  custom-house  officer  to  expose  to  sale,  tor  the 
ebt  they  owe  you,  the  naked  lots  of  these  unfor- 
tunate petitioners,  now  covered  with  the  ashes  of 
the  very  goods  for  the  importation  of  which  you 
hold  their  bonds?  LiCt  it  not  be  said  the  revenue 
would  be  too  much  immiired  by  a  remission  of  the 
duties  in  such  cases.  The  Government  can  never 
profit  by  scrupulous  exactions  of  this  kind,  agjainst 
the  reason  of  law  and  the  generous  sensibilities  of 


a  sympathizing  community.  But  I  deny,  said  Mr. 
E.,  the  correctness  of  the  position  that  tne  revenue 
will  be  impaired  by  a  remission  of  the  duties  in 
cases  where  the  goods  have  been  actually  destroy- 
ed. Importations  are  limited  by  tbe  capacity  for 
consumption,  for  this  constitutes  the  demand.  But 
the  demand  can  only  be  affected  by  the  use  of  the 
articles  imported.  Their  destruction  leaves  the 
capacity  for  consumption,  consequently  the  de- 
mand, uninfluenced  by  tne  importation.  Other 
goods,  then,  will  be  imported  in  the  place  of  those 
destroyed,  and  the  revenue  from  this  source  will 
always  be  in  proportion  to  the  consumption  of  the 
dutied  articles. 

The  object  of  the  power  to  lay  and  collect  duties, 
is  unquestionably  the  protection  of  domestic  labor; 
foreign  articles  can  only  affect  this  labor  by  enter' 
ms  into  the  home  consumption ;  all  articles,  then, 
which  are  withdrawn  from  the  market,  either  vol- 
untarily or  byvaccident,  come  not  within  the  reason 
of  the  power,  and  ought  not  to  be  subject  to  its 
regulations. 

But.  is  it  objected  that  there  are  no  precedents 
to  authorize  the  remission  of  these  duties  ?  Ex- 
amine the  statute  book,  sir,  and  you  will  find  laws, 
under  dates  of  the  9th  of  May  and  7th  of  June, 
1794,  and  of  the  3d  of  March.  1801.  authorizing 
the  remission  of  the  duties  on  eleven  nogsheads  of 
coffee  destroyed  by  fire  at  Baltimore;  on  certain 
spirits  lost  in  Vermont :  and  on  a  quantity  of  teas 
consumed  by  fire  at  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 
In  addition  to  these,  the  duties  charsed  on  a  cargo 
of  salt  lost  in  the  port  of  Annapolis,  by  a  floMJ, 
were  remitted  by  a  law  passed  the  4th  of  August, 
1790.  Several  other  laws^  sir^  having  for  their 
object  the  remission  of  duties  m  cases  where  the 
imported  articles  had  been  destroyed,  were  ad- 
verted to  by  my  honorable  colleague  a  few  dm 
since,  in  his  eloquent  argument  on  the  motion  for 
recommitment 

If  precedents,  then,  are  to  decide  this  case,  these 
are  amply  sufficient  for  that  purpose.  But,  sir.  if 
there  were  no  precedents,  would  not  this  honorable 
body  decide  agreeably  to  the  reason  and  justice  of 
the  case?  Every  question  of  this  naturejs  so  to 
be  examined  and  thus  decided. 

May  I  not  hope,  sir,  after  the  discussion  which 
this  subject  has  undergone  on  the  motion  for  re- 
commitment, and  the  decision  of  that  motion  af- 
firmatively, that  this  bill,  which  has  been  reported 
in  conformity  yyith  instructi<Mis  from  this  honora- 
ble body,  ynfl  meet  with  a  libend  and  generous 
support?  Already  has  the  report  of  your  proceed- 
ings touching  this  subject  gone  to  the  puolic.  It 
has  no  doubt  inspired  nope,  and  imparted  consola- 
tion to  the  hearts  of  these  unfortunate  petitioners. 
Feeling  that  they  are  not  disregarded  by  their 
Government  in  the  dark  hour  of  misfortune,  their 
pabied  energies  begin  to  react  ^  and,  by  a  native 
elasticity  of  mind,  eyer  called  mto  action  under 
the  pressure  of  misfortune,  by  the  consciousness  of 
sympathy  and  support,  they  are  even  now  sketch- 
ing out  to  the  eye  of  hope  future  schemes  of  busi- 
ness and  of  profit.  WiU  you  ^ve  reality  to  these 
consolatory  anticipations^  by  imparting  to  them 
form  and  substance,  or  will  you  treat  them  as  vb- 
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ions  of  the  deladed  and  forlorn,  and  b^  a  dash  of 
your  pen  blot  them  out  forever? 

If  the  view,  sir,  of  this  question,  which  I  have 
thus  impferfectly  presented  to  the  Senate,  be  cor- 
rect^ and  I  do  not  perceive  its  fallacy,  the  prayer 
of  these  petitioners  addresses  itself  to  the  justice, 
the  enlightened  judgment,  and  the  magnanimity 
of  Congress.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  am  not 
permitted  to  doubt  of  its  eventual  success. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  reatl  a 
third  time — yeas  27. 

MISSOURI  EXPEDITION. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
nlilitary  appropriation  bill^ — the  question  on  in- 
creasing the  appropriation  for  the  Quartermaster 
Oenerars  department,  from  $450,000  to  500,000, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Trimble  added  some  remarks  to  what  ne 
said  yesterday,  and  went  into  sundiy  details  to 
show  that  thie  appropriation  proposed  would  be 
necessary  for  the  Quartermaster  General's  depart- 
ment, independently  of  any  regard  to  the  Missouri 
Expedition ;  that  it  would  be  less  than  the  appro- 
jHriation  for  the  same  service  in  1811,  when  the 
Army  was  only  between  five  and  six  thousand 
men,  and  no  post  more  distant  than  Belle  Fontaine ; 
tfiat  it  would  be  inadeouate  to  the  estimates  of  the 
C^Qartermaster  General,  whose  arrangements  had 
greatly  economized  the  expenses  of  this  branch  of 
the  service,  and  their  execution  was  indispensaUe 
to  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  opinion,  that  the  expedition 
for  -v^hich  this  appropriation  Was  intended,  was 
in^xpedient^f  encouraeed  it  would  in  time  draw 
the  whole  army  from  the  Atlantic  States,,  which 
the  proper  defence  of  the  seacoast  would  not  pes*- 
mit  and  where  the  number  now  was  too  small, 
and  involve  the  necessity  of  increasing  it,  in  which 
case  the  amount  now  in  Question  would  be  a  mere 
drojj.  The  post  contemplated  was  not  for  the  pro- 
tection of  our  frontiers^  because  it  was  too  fiir  in 
the  interior  of  the  Indian  country,  by  five  or  six 
hundred  miles;  that  intermediate  posts  must  be 
maintained,  and  as  soon  as  this  line  was  estab- 
li^ed,  settlers  would  follow*  them,  right  or  wrong. 
and  form  a  string  of  settlements  for  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  miles,  and  involve  the  country  in 
endless  broils  with  tn^  Indians.  Thinking  thus, 
though  he  entertained  the  highest  respect  for  the 
authority  under  which  the  expedition  was  com- 
menced, it  was  perfectly  fkir  to  check  it  by  with- 
holding the  appropriation,  and  thus  expressing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  on  it,  dtc. 

Mr.  Dana  stated  the  object  of  this*  expedition  as 
fetf  as  the  Mandan  Villa^es^  taken  in  connexion 
whh  theposts  up  the  Mississippi,  to  be  for  the pro- 
teetionr  or  otlr  frontier  and  the  advancement  of  the 
Northwest  fur  trade,  as  well  as  to  prevent  that  of 
foreigners  from  being  carried  on  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter,  ^.,  and  he  read  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  Congress,  on  this  subject,  to 
show  more  fully  the  objects  and  utility  of  the  ex- 
pedition. To  effect  these  objects,  only  ^,000 
were  required,  in  addition  to  what  would  be,  with- 
out it,  neeessary,  if  the  expedition  remained  at  |the 


Council  Bhilb.  He  innsted  eamcsdy  on  die 
national  advantages  in  view,  and  which  wt>uld 
accrue  from  it,  if  the  expedition  should  be  judi- 
ciously ^ecuted. 

Mh  Edwards  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith,  and, 
by  a  reference  to  the  character  of  the  trade  carried 
on  formerly  by  the  French  with  the  Indians,  to 
obviate  the  arguments  of  Mt*.  S.,  and  to  ^ow,  in 
substance,  that  forts  in  the  Indian  country  would 
have  the  effect  of  preventing  rather  than  exeiting 
Indian  hostilities — ^neither  would  tbev  produce 
illegal  setdemtente  on  the  Indians  lands,  as  such 
setUements  would  be  prevented  by  the  very  meana 
which  it  was  argued  would  encourage  tten,  Ac. 

Mr.  Wilson  would  hesitate,  were  this  a  new 
question ;  but  having  been  gone  into  dd^erafely 
by  the  Executive,  and  as  great  stress  -^ras  laid  on 
it  and  much  good  expected  from  it  by  that  branch 
of  the  Government,  he  would  not  now  endeavor  to 
put  it  down  l^  withholding  a  smaU  additional  svnn; 
they  would  nave  time  to  ascertain  its  advantages 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  and  either  send  forward 
or  stop  the  expedition  as  prudence  might  dictate ; 
but  he  would  leave  it  to  them,  particularly  as  no 
one  had  yet  pronoujiced  the  enterprise  absolutely 
improper  or  unwise;  its  expediency  was  doubted 
only,  its  impropriety  matter  of  conjecture,  and  he 
would  suffer  it  to  be  fudly  tried,  as  it  had  advanced 
so  far. 

Mr.  Lanman  advocated  the  exfi^ition  and  the 
policy  of  employing  the  army  in  extendinfi^  and 
protectinjj  ^e  valuable  fur  trade,  and  in  excluding 
the  interference  and  mischiefs  of  foreign  traders, 
in  promoting  an  influence  and  amity  idth  the 
Indians,  and  protecting  our  frt)ntier.  It  would  be 
much  better,  he  argued,  to  keep  the  troops  employ- 
ed in  useful  enterprise  and  active  service,  becom- 
ing the  nature  of  their  profession,  than  allow  them 
to  remain  idly  in  the  large  cities  on  the  Adantic, 
merely  cleaning  their  arms,  and  deteriorating  every 
day.  He  spoke  of  the  great  importance  of  the  rar 
trade,  and  the  imfmense  extent  of  that  which  would 
be  opened  by  this  expedition,  and  which  he  would 
not  suff^er  to  be  usurped  by  foreign  traders,  even  if 
it  were  of  less  value ;  that  to  permit  the  intrusion  of  • 
foreign  traders  within  our  limits  was  a  violatioii 
of  the  riffhts  and  the  honor,  and  endangered  the 
safety,  of  the  country;  to  shut  them  out  was  ne- 
cessary to  the  welfare  of  the  frontiers  and  the  in- 
terests of  the  peofde.  That  settlements  would  follow 
these  posts  was  admitted ;  but  they  would  spread 
to  the  West  in  spite  of  all  regulations,  until  they 
had  reached  the  Pacific.  He  defended  the  wis- 
dom of  the  policy  of  which  this  expedition  formed 
a  part,  the  expediency  of  prosecuting  it,  and  the 
impropriety  of  crippling  and  cramping  it  by  refria- 
inff  the  small  sum  m  question,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith  maintained  that,  as  the  laws  prohib- 
ited settlements  oi\  the  Indian  lands,  their  viola- 
tion ought  to  be  permitted  or  encouraged  by  a  chain 
of  posts  for  ei^teen  hundred  miles  into  the  Indian 
cotmtnr,  and  spoke  to  show  the  defencdess  condi- 
tion of  the  forts  on  the  seaboard,  in  which  he  ad- 
duced several  facts,  and  the  inexpediency  of  draw- 
ing off  into  the  West  troops  necessary  to  man  the 
maritime  wortts.  He  repliai  at  consideraMe  length 
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to  Mr.  Lan MAM,  arguing  that  if  rights  were  to  be 
so  rigidly  defeaded.  why  not  at  once  go  against 
the  forei^  encroacnments.  south  of  Columbia,  and 
force  justice  from  Spain,  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurringin 
the  amendmftnt  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Fir 
nance^  to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the  Ctuar- 
termaster  Greneral's  demrtment,  from  $450,000  to' 
$500,000,  and  decided^n  the  aiffirmatiye,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

Ymab — Mewrs.  Ih^tLt  Eaton,  Edwardu,  Johnson  of 
K9Btncky,  Johnson  <^  Louisiana,  King,  of  Alabama, 
Tiawman,  L^ake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Otis, 
Parrott,  Pinkney,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Tbomas, 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams,  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 24. 

Nats — ^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Barrill,  DickersoD, 
Elliot,  Gaijlard,  King  of  New  York,  Macon,  Mellen, 
MorrU,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
TichenoTyVan  Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 18. 

Some  discussion  took  place[on  other  points;  after 
whicb,  the  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engross- 
ed, and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a  third  tim^. 

The  engrossed  bill  apportioning  the  representa- 
tives &can  the  States  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine 
in  the  next  Congress,  was  read  a  third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  me  otner  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  and  spent  considera- 
ble time  on,  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  (providing  for  the  more 
prompt  recovery  of  debts  due  the  United  States, 
^  d(«.,)  after  which  the  Senate  adjourned. 


TnuRsnAY,  March  30. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Samuel  G.  Perkins  and  others,  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, were  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations^  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  navigation-,"  and  the  bill  was  twice 
read  by  imammous  consent. 

Mr.  Smitp,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, in  pursuance  of  instructions,  reported  a  bill 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  certs^  judges  of 
the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  biU  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  eonsent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  respecting  piracy  and  other 
crimes,  reported  the  same  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  PuUic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Cahokia^  made  a  re- 
porL  accompanied  by  a  bill  confirming  the  pro- 
ceemngs  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Caho- 
kia,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town 
on  the  commons  of  said  village ;  and  the  report 
and  bill  were  read,  and  the  biU  passed  to  the  second 
readiijg. 

Mr.  rLEASANTS,  fron^  the  Conmiittee  on  Naval 
Afiairs.  reported  a  bill  establishing  the  grade  of 
Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Service  of  the  United 


States ;  and  the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Clainis. 
to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Tne  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States  army,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  the  act,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  provide  for  the  publication  of  the 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eliza- 
beth Bra  den,"  was  read  the  second  time,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  sev- 
eral acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,"  was 
read  the  second  time,  ^d  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  29th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  allowing  to  the  said  Dis- 
trict a  delegate  to  Congress ;  and.  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Logan,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Conunittee  on  Naval  Affiiirs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Harriet  Shackerly, 
Sarah  Shackerly.  and  Mary  Shackerly,  children 
of  Peter  Shackerly ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Otis, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1820. 
was  read  the  third  time,  as  amended,  passed,  ana 
sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendments. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suJSer- 
ers  at  Savannah,  was  also  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concur- 
rence. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
Presipcnt  of  th£  Unitso  States  : 
lb  the  Senate  of  the  Untied  States: 

I  transmit  to  Oongress  a  general  abstract  of  the 
Militia  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  oi 
March  3, 1808. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Mabch  aO,  16d0. 

The  Message  and  abstract  were  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  more  prompt  recovery  of  debts 
due  by  defaulters,  dw:.,  to  the  United  States,  (for 
the  appointment  of  a  Treasury  Solicitor,  givmg 
summary  process,  <fec.) 

Much  discussion  took  place  on  the  details  of  this 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Van  Dyke,  Tichenor, 
Walker,  of  Georgia,  Pinkney,  Johnso*,  of  Ken- 
tucky, Barbour,  Lanman,  and  Mellen,  engaged; 
in  the  course  of  which  the  clause  authonzmg  the 
appointment  of  a  Solicitor  for  the  Treasury  was 
stricken  out,  and  his  duties  confided  to  such  officer 
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of  the  Treasury  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  may  appoint. 

Before  the  Senate  had  got  through  the  bill,  it 
was  postponed  ^ntil  to-morrow. 

DAY  OF  ADJOURNMENT. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  offered  some  days  ago  by  Mr.  Otis,  that 
\  the  present  session  of  Congress  be  adjourned  on  the 
17th  of  April. 

Mr.  Dickers  ON  moved  to  postpone  the  resolu- 
tion until  Thursday  next ;  which,  after  some  de- 
bate on  the  question  of  so  early  an  adjournment, 
on  the  nature,  the  quantity,  and  importance  of 
business  proper  to  be  acted  on,  and  on  the  propri- 
ety of  at  this  time  deciding  on  the  period  of  ad- 
journment, was  negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays — 
yeas  17,  nays  21. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  strike  out  the  17th,  and 
insert  the  24th,  as  the  day  proposed  for  the  ad- 
journment I  which  was  decided  m  the  affirmative, 
oy  yeas  and  nays — ^22  to  17. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  these  several 
motions,  and  on  the  resolution  itself,  in  which 
Messrs.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  Diokbrson,  Barbour, 
RuooLEs,  Otis,  Morril,  and  Dana  entered. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  finally  agreed 
to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TiA8^— MeMri.  Barbour,  ElHot,  King  of  Alabama, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Macon,  MeUen, 
Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Roberts, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  Williams  oif  Miseiseippi,  and  Williams  of 
Tennessee— 31. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickeison, 
Eaton^  Edwards,  Oaillard,  HjEmter,  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana, Leake,  Lowrie,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  Sanford, 
Smith,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 20. 

BANKRUPT  BILL. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burr  ill, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy. 

Mr.  Otis  observed,  that  the  bill  had  undergone 
so  material  a  change  in  its  character,  by  the  prin- 
ciples and  provisions  which  had  been  added  to  it 
by  way  of  amendments,  that  it  had  lost  much  of 
his  friendship.  He  wisned  to  make  an  effort  to 
restore  it  to  such  a  shape  as,  in  his  yiew,  would 
improve  its  utility,  and  render  it  less  objectiona- 
ble ;  and  therefore  moved  "  that  the  bill  lie  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  wi!h 
instructions  to  amend  the  same,  by  striking  out  the 
proviso  in  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  [enumerating 
the  classes  of  mechanics  and  others^  who  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  operation  of  the  bill ;]  and  also 
with  instructions  to  amend  the  same,  by  extending 
the  privileges  of  the  act  to  persons  imprisoned  for 
debt,  upon  their  voluntary  application  therefor." 

After  submitting  his  motion,  Mr.  O.  added  a  re- 
mark or  two,  to  show  that  the  bill,  if  amended  as 
he  proposed,  would  still  be  so  applied,  by  construc- 
tion, as  to  embrace  many  classes,  and  answer,  in 
a  great  decree,  theTiews  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  and 
those  gentlemen  who  had  favored  his  proposition. 

Mr.  Barbodr  believing,  from  the  indications  he 
had  received,  that  there  was  little  chance  of  a  ma- 


jority of  the  Senate  being  united  in  support  of  any 
svstem  of  bankruptcy  at  this  session,  rose  to  moYe 
tnat  this  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session  of 
Congress.  In  making  this  motion,  Mr.  B.  took 
occasion  to  disclaim  any  hostility  or  want  of  re- 
spect for  the  mercantile  class  or  the  business  6f 
commerce,  which  he  not  only  held  in  estimation 
from  its  intrinsic  respectabili||r,  but  as  a  ^eat  con- 
stituent of  the  national  interests,  and  which,  in  his 
part  of  the  countiy,  was  held  in  equal  esteem  with 
other  vocations.  Mr.  B.  then  proceeded  to  submit, 
in  a  speech  of  considerable  length,  his  reasons  for 
standing  in  opposition  to  a  ^neral  system  of  bank- 
ruptcy; its  conferring  privileges  on  particular 
classes:  its  pernicious  tendency  to  generate  fraud; 
the  unfavorableness  of  all  the  experience  of  Eng- 
land on  the  subject;  the  evils  which  he  appre- 
hended from  its  operation  on  society,  and  wnich 
he  was  particular  in  endeavoring  to  show,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Barbour's^ 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows : 

YiAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tacky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Rng- 
gles,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of  Alabama,.  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Edwards,  Elliot,  Oaillard,  Hunter,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  I'ichenor,  TrimUe,  Van 
Dyke,  and  Williams  of  Mississippi — 22. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  projiosition  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  Otis  to  recommit  the  bill,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  offered  succinctly  the  reasons  which,  in  his 
view,  were  opposed  to  the  motion,  and  which  jus- 
tified the  bill  as  it  stood. 

Mr.  Bdrrill  advocated  the  recommitment,  par- 
ticularly from  a  desire  to  discard  that  feature  which 
applies  the  act  to  all  classes  of  debtors  to  a  certain 
amount,  by  their  voluntary  consent. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  Yori,  maintaining  the  opin- 
ion that  Congress  had  no  power  to  enact  an  insol- 
vent law,  though  it  had  the  power,  emphatically 
given,  to  pass  a  bankrupt  law,  was  rather  in  favor 
of  a  course  that  would  try  specific  questions  on 
these  principle,  instead  of  recommitment.  If  the 
Senate  should  nnally  insist  on  stretching  the  pow- 
ers of  the  Grovemment,  to  the  enactment  of  the 
principle  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Van  Dtke, 
anxious  as  he  was  for  a  bankrupt  law  of  some  kind, 
and  of  almost  any  kind  withm  the  limits  of  the 
Constitution — for  defects  might  be  remedied  here- 
after according  to  experience — ^he  should  be  con- 
strained to  vote  against  the  bill.  Mr.  K.  argued 
his  opinions  at  some  length. 

Mr.  Otis  defended  the  course  he  had  proposed, 
as  the  only  mode  of  getting  at  hb  object,  inasmuch 
as  the  amendments  having  been  agreed  to  could 
not  now  be  reached  by  any  specific  and  direct  mo- 
tion in  the  Senate;  and  he  ibo  explained  more  at 
large  his  views  of  the  principles  in  question,  con- 
curring with  Mr.  Kino  so  far  as  to  doubt  wh^er 
an  insolvent  act,  which  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amend- 
ment would  amount  to,  was  in  the  contemplation 
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of  the  framers  of  the  CoDstitution.  He  argued 
against  this  principle  also  from  its  practical  opera- 
tion upon  the  business  and  affairs  of  society. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  hill,  and  was  negatived  without  a 
division. 

Mr.  DiCKERsoN  moved  to  strike  out  the  proviso 
in  the  first  section,  excepting  various  mechanical 
classes,  &c.,  from  the  operation  of  the  bill^  con- 
ceiving it  no  longer  necessary,  if  the  feature  mtro- 
duced  hy  Mr.  Van  Dyke  were  retained. 

This  motion  was  negatived — yeas  9,  nays  28. 

Mr.  Mellen  moved  to  strike  out  the  60th  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  which  is,  in  substance,  as  follows : 

«  Sic.  60.  That  this  act  shall  not  repeal  or  annul  the 
laws  of  any  State  now  in  force,  or  which  may  be  here- 
after enacted  for  the  relief  of  insolvent  debtors,  except 
•o  &r  as  the  same  may  respect  persons  who  are,  or 
may  be  dearly  within  the  purview  of  this  act,  and 
whose  debts  shall  amount,  in  the  eases  specified  in  the 
second  section  thereof,  to  the  sums  therein  mentioned. 
And  if  any  person  within  the  purriew  of  this  act  shall 
be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of  three  months  for  any 
debt,  or  upon  any  contract,  unlets  the  creditors  of  such 
prisoner  shall  proceed  to  prosecute  a  commission  of 
bankruptcy  against  him  or  her,  agreeably  to  the  provi- 
•iona  of  this  act,  such  debtor  mav  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  relief,  under  such  laws  for  the  relief  of  insolvent 
debtors,  this  act  notwithstanding." 

This  motion  was  negatived  bva  large  majority; 
and,  no  other  motion  beinff  maae,  the  question  was 
taken  on  ordering  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  eu- 

r»ed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  was  decided  in 
negative,  by  yeas' and  nays,  as  follows: 

TxAs—Messrs.  Burrfll,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Elliot, 
Ckillard,  Hunter,  Lanman,  Mellen,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Roberts,  Sanfbrd,  Stokes,  Tichenor,  and  Van  Dyke— *15. 

Nats— Messra.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alaba- 
ma, King  of  New  York,  Leake»  Lowrie»  Macon,  Mor- 
ris, Otis,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Ruffles,  Smith,  Taylor» 
Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama«  Walker  of  Georgia, 
Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  and 
Wilson— 23. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Friday,  March  31. 

Mr.  JoBNsoN,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that,  at 
the  next  sitting  of  the  Senate,  he  should  ask  leave 
to  bring  in  a  bill  to  appropriate  a  room  in  the  cus- 
tom-house now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
fm  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Refwesentatives 
inllHined  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act  authorizing  payment  to 
be  made  for  certain  muskets  immessed  mto  the  ser- 
rice  of  the  United  States,"  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  thev  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vesseU  of  war ;  the  bill  establish- 
ing the  ffrade  of  Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Ser- 
Tiee  of  Uie  United  States ;  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Richard  Smith ;  and,  also,  the  bill  confirming 
the  proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of 


Cahokia,  in  the  State  of  Dlinois,  in  laying  out  a 
town  on  the  commons  of  the  said  village,  were 
severally  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Benjamin  Wells  and  others,"  was  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Reaohedf  Thoi  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid, 
since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  for  purchasing 
from  the  Indiana,  surveying  and  selling  the  public 
lands,  showing  as  near  as  may  be  the  quantities  of  land 
which  have  been  purcbasedy  the  number  of  acres  which 
have  been  surveyed,  the  number  sold,  and  the  number 
which  remain  unsold,  the  amount  of  sales,  the  amount 
of  forfeitures,  the  sums  paid  by  purchasers,  and  the 
sums  due  from  purchasers,  and  from  receivers  in  each 
land  district 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  expended  in  each  year  since  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  in  holding  conferences 
and  making  treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  sp^ifying 
grants  and  presents,  whether  in  money  or  go^s ;  an- 
nuities paid  and  now  payable  to  the  Indian  tribes ; 
the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid  for  the  In- 
dian trade,  including  the  sums  allowed  for  salaries  and 
allowances  to  superintendents,  clerks,  factors,  commis- 
sioners, agents,  interpreters^  and  all  other  persons  em- 
ployed under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  in  the 
negotiations  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes. 

PUBLIC  DEFAULTERS. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  summary  process  for  the  coUection 
of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  dbc.,  to  the  United 
States. 

Much  discussion  again  took  place  bn  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  on  the  part  of  Messrs.  Tichb- 
NOR.  Ons,  PiHKNET,  Barbour,  King  of  Ncw 
York,  RuGQLES,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  others, 
in  the  course  of  which^  a  motion  was  made,  hj  Mr. 
RuGOLBB,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee,  with  instructions  to  substitute  in  the 
place  of  the  clause  now  contained  in  it  such  pro- 
visions as  may  best  facilitate  the  adjustment  of 
the  accounts  to  which  it  relates,  and  the  security 
and  speedy  recoverv  of  the  debts,  by  the  judgment^ 
or  decree  of  the  oroinary  courts  of  judicature. 

This  proposition  being  divided,  the  question  was 
first  taken  on  the  recommitment,  and  being  de- 
cided in  the  negative — aves  17,  noes  19 — the  re- 
mainder of  the  motion  fell  of  course. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  a  motion,  previ- 
ously made  by  Mr.  Tichenor,  to  insert  abroviso 
that  the  summary  process  should  not  afiect  the 
surety  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States  who  be- 
came bound  before  the  passing  of  this  act,  but 
every  officer  shall  ^ve  before  a  certain  day,  new 
and  sufficient  sureties  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  required  of  him ;  whica  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Eaton  moved  an  amendment,  intended  to 
make  the  operation  of  the  act  entirely  prospective, 
and  not  embrace  cases  of  debts  incurred  prior  to 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  on^e  ground  that  a  differ- 
ent course  would  conflict  with  the  Constitution — 
which  he  a^ed  to  establish — and  that  persc^s 
accepting  omces  hereafter  would  know  the  con- 
ditions which  were  annexed  to  them,.dbc. 

This  motion  was  negatived  without 'a  count 

Mr.  Barbour  intimating  an  intention  to  offer 
an  aihendment  which  would  require  some  time  to 
prepare  and  digest,  the  bill  was,  on  his  motion, 
postponed  to  Monday. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickbrson,  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  20th 
instant,  transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  16th  of  February  last, 
abstracts  of  the  bonds  or  other  securities  gii^en 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  by  the  col-' 
lectors  of  the  customs,  receivers  of  public  moneys 
for  lands,  and  registers  of  public  lands ;  paymas- 
ters in  the  arn^  and  pursers  in  the  navy  who  are 
now  in  office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been  in 
office,  and  whose  accounts  remain  unsettled  j  toge- 
ther with  a  statement  of  such  other  facts  as  may 
tend  to  show  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
so  far  altering  the  laws  respecting  such  officers, 
that  they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for  limited 
periods,  subject  to  removed  as  heretofore, — ^was 
relerred  to  a  select  committee,  coinposed  of  Messrs. 
DiOKBRSON,  BuRRiLL,  Lamman,  Dana,  and  King 
of  New  York. 

THE  BANIOIUPT  BILL. 

Mr.  Otis  rose  to  move  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  of  yesterday,  by  which  the  bankrupt  bill  was 
indefinitely  postponed.  He  was  induceid  to  make 
this  motion  from  some  encouragement  which  he 
had  received  from  gentlemen  who  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  biff,  to  hope  that  principles  might 
be  so  adjusted  and  imbodied  as  to  make  it  accept- 
aUe  to  ail  the  friends  of  a  bankrupt  act ;  and  from 
the  willingness  which  had  been  manifested,  even 
by  those  opposed  to  a  bankrupt  system,  to  give  it 
a  fair  trial.  Should  they  be  able  to  agree,  all 
probably  would  rejoice  in  the  event ;  and  to  give 
the  bill  one  more  chance  for  its  life,  he  made  this 
motion,  with  the  intention,  should  it  succeed,  of 
moving  its  recommitment  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Gkorgia,  as  the  Senate  was 
thin,  moved  to  postpone  a  decision  on  the  motion 
imtil  Monday,  but,  at  the  request  of  several  gen- 
tlemen, afterwards  withdrew  it.  He  was,  how- 
ever, opposed  to  the  reconsideration.  The  bill  had 
taken  up  a  great  deal  of  time,  and  its  rejection  took 
place  after  mature  consideration.  He  thought  it 
unadvisable  to  revive  the  question,  to  go  over  the 
discussion  again,  as  it  would  be  a  i^ess  consump- 
tion of  time. 

Mr.  Lanman  was  in  favor  of  the  reconsidera- 
tion, though  he  knew  not  how  he  should  finally 
be  induced  to  vote,  if  the  bill  were  again  lm)ught 
up.  He  thought,  however,  that  the  cries  of  the 
numerous  petitioners  who  had  prayed  relief  ou^rht 
to  be  listened  to,  and  seriously  considered.    The 


bill,  it  seemed,  had  been  thrown  out  bv  a  ^ort  of 
sideway  operation ;  and  it  ought  to  be  fairly  decided, 
accordii:^  to  the  opinions  of  the  majority,  as  to 
the  exp^ienc^  of  granting  relief.  If  a  maj^oritj 
thought  reliei  should  be  provided,  that  opinion 
ought  to  prevail.  He  was  glad  the  motion  was 
made,  and  hoped  it  would  be  agreed  to* 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  thought  if  there  was 
any  possibility,  on  a  revision  of  the  subject,  of 
coming  to  a  favorable  conclusion,  it  ought  to  be 
tried.  We,  said  Mr.  K.,  have  given  to  gentlemea 
on  the  other  side  evidence  of  a  willingness  to  af- 
ford relief  to  one  part  of  the  country ;  and  have 
passed  a  bill  extending  a  liberal  indulgence  to  the 
purchasers  of  the  public  lands.  Even  in  regard 
to  the  large  and  embarrassing  debt  due  in  Alaba- 
ma, there  was  a  disposition  to  afford  relief.  He 
referred  to  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  de- 
manded relief  from  the  bankrupt  act,  and  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  distress  wa?  incurred,  to 
show  that  it  was  eminently  entitled  to  the  favorable 
consideration  of  the  Senate.  One  rem&k  he  would 
add  on  the  subject  -,  it  was,  that  for  the  three  years 
succeeding  the  late  war,  one  half  of  the  money 
arising  from  importations  had  gone  into  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  nation  ;  the  Government  lost  notbinAr ; 
yet  it  was  these  very  importations  that  brouffnt 
ruin  on  many  of  those  who  now  solicited  the  rdief 
of  this  act. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  glad  the  motion  was  made. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  sayiog  that,  to  obtain  the 
bill,  he  would  meet  gentlemen  on  liberal  gTOund> 
and  if  he  could  not  obtam  all  he  desired  in  such  a 
bill,  he  would  take  what  others  he  believed  would 
be  ready  to  concede;  and  be  able  he  hoped  to 
agree  on  a  system  which  would  produce  much 
good,  though  It  might  not  in  every  particular  be 
agreeable  to  all. 

Mr.  WiLsoK  conceived  that  no  possible  ffood 
could  be  produced  by  a  reconsideration  of  the  bill; 
i^d  would  only  desire  an  opportunitv  of  recording 
his  vote  on  this  motion;  for  whicn  purpose  he 
asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  was  in  favor  of  a  bank- 
rupt law,  if  confined  to  the  trading  part  of  the 
community.  He  believed  it  proper  to  give  them 
the  relief  asked  for;  it  was  due  to  them  on  account 
of  the  debts  which  they  owed  abroad,  and  which 
no  other  means  would  relieve  them  from ;  and,  as 
foreign  debtors  could  by  their  bankrupt  laws  free 
themselves  from  debts  due  to  our  merchants,  justice 
required  that  the  latter  should  have  the  same  privi-^ 
lege  when  misfortunes  rendered  it  desiraUe.  He 
could  not,  however,  vote  for  a  system  similar  to 
that  which  had  been  rejected,  extending  it  to  aJl 
classes.  It  would  be  extremely  injurious,  if  not 
ruinous,  to  the  planters  and  fanners  to  be  subjected 
to  the  operation  of  such  a  system. 

Mr.  Smith  would  have  no  objection  to  the  re^ 
consideration,  if  any  new  lights  nad  been  shed  on  . 
the  snb^t  since  its  rejection.  But,  after  all  amend- 
ment which  it  could  receive,  and  the  most  mature 
consideration  and  discussion,  the  decision  had  becm 
given  agdnst  the  bill^  and  it  was  r^ected  by  a  de- 
cided majority.  It  was  not  F^per,  under  these 
circumstances,  to  revive  it.    Public  feeling 
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not  a  good  reason  for  this  motion,  because  public 
feelkig  existed  equally  before.  Besides,  the  Senate 
had  ued  on  a  day  to  adjourn,  and  would  be  bound 
by  it,  if  the  other  House  a^eed  to  it.  The  bank- 
rupt bill  had  its  foil  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate,  and  other  business  claimed  a  share  of  it.^ 
As  no  new  evidence  or  facts,  he  repeated,  had 
come  to  light  in  support  of  the  bill,  he  could  not 
consent  to  take  it  up  again. 

Hie  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration, it  was  decided  in  the  negatiye,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickersoo,  Elliot, 
Hunter,  King  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lan- 
mm,  Metten,  Otis,  Parroti,  Sanlbrd,  Stokes,  Tichenor^ 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  Mississippi — 17. 

NATS^^Messrs.  Eaton,  Gaittard,  Johnson  of  Ken* 
tacky,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Leake*  Log^n>  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Monil,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 
Smith,  Thomss,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Geo., 
Williams  of  Tennesgeo,  Wilson — 19. 


M ONiiAY,  April  3. 

Mr.  Sanpord,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  1820,"  reportea  the  same  with 
amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  memorial  of,  John 
W.  Muilin  and  others,  silversmiths,  of  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  praying  an  increase  of  duty  on  the 
importation  or  wrought  silver,  iewelry,  &c. ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  rererred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  behalf  of  the 
French  emimnts  to  Alabama  engaged  in  the  cul- 
tivation of  the  vine  and  olive ;  and  the  memorial 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  Sauite  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  31st  ultimo,  for  certain  information 
of  the  money  annually  appropriated  and  paid  since 
the  Declaration  of  Independence,  for  purchasing 
from  the  Indians,  surveymg,  and  selling  the  public 
lands,  dsc.,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  also  resimied  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  same  date,  for  information  of  money 
expended  in  each  year  since  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  in  holding  conferences  and  making 
treaties  with  the  Indian  tribes,  &c.,  and  agreed 
thereto. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  HcHise  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  authorizing  payment  to  be  made 
for  certain  muskets  imprest  mto  the  service  of 
the  United  States,"  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  Wilson  presented  the  memorial  of  James 
Leander  Cathcart,  praying  the  liquidation,  by  law, 
of  his  claim  against  the  United  States  for  services 
rendered;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreipi  Rdations. 

Mr.  One  presented  the  petition  of  Susannah 
Stewart,  statmg  that  dre  is  the  owner  of  certain 
certificates,  issued  by  the  New  England  Mississippi 


Land  Company,  which  she  deposited  in  the  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  supposed  in  conformity 
with  the  act  of  Congress  for  indemnifying  the 
claimants  to  lands  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 

E raying  the  same  may  be  directed  to  be  returned  to 
er,  as  her  claim  was  rejected  ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  ot  State, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  biU  to 
regulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  of  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  Eowarob  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  estaUish  a 
land  district  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  north  of  the 
district  of  Shawneetown. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  t£e  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  tbe  relief  of  Anthony 
S.  Delisle^  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also 
passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  certain  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the 
United  sSktes,  in  the  RevolutionaTy  war,'  passed 
the  18th  of  March,  1818 ;"  in  which  they  request 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Johnson^  of  Louisiana,  obtained  leave,  and 
agreeably  to  notice,  introducea  a  bill  to  apnropriate 
apartments  in  the  new  custom-house  at  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  use  of  the  district  court  for  the  State 
of  Louisiana ;  which  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  communicated  to  the  Senate  a  document, 
containing  a  plan  (by  Lieatenant  Ramage^  of  the 
Navy)  for  the  defence  of  the  commerce  and  the 
protection  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  near  the  river  Mississippi ; 
which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  against  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes :  to  revise  and  imbody  in 
one  act  various  penal  laws  of  the  United  States. 
The  bill,  consistinp^  of  thirty-three  printed  folio 
pages,  and  embracing  a  great  mass  oi  detail,  was 
read  tkrough,  and  some  progress  made  in  the  con- 
sideration of  its  provisions. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  on  the  28th  ultimo, 
to  inquire  into  the^  expediency  of  giving  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  a  Delegate  on  the  flow  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  Johnson  added  a  few  remarks  to  what 
he  had  said  in  support  of  his  motion  when  first 
submitted. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York  briefly  stated  his  ob- 
jection to  the  motion,  founcted  prmcipally  on  the 
opinion  that  this  was  an  inquiry  which  it  was  pro- 
per, from  motives  of  delicacy,  to  leave  to  the  other 
House,  as  a  Delegate,  if  authorized,  would  take  his 
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seat  there ;  that  the  people  of  the  District  had  not 
asked  of  Congress  this  privilege ;  that  it  had  heen 
given  to  territories  only  which  looked  forward  to 
become  independent  members  of  the  Union,  and 
might  sanction  or  ffive  color  to  an  impression  that 
Congress  contemplated  a  similar  result,  at  some 
time,  in  this  instance. 

Mr.  Johnson  replied,  to  obriate  the  objections 
of  Mr.  Kino,  and  enforce  his  reasons  in  favor  of  the 
motion ;  after  which  the  resolution  was  agreed  to — 
ayes  16,  noes  14. 

PUBLIC  DEFAULTERS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the 'bill  providing  summary  process  for  the  recov- 
ery of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  dtc.,  to  the  Grovem- 
ment 

According  to  the  intimation  given  by  Mr.  Bab- 
BOUR  when  the  bill  was  last  under  consideration, 
he  offered  an  amendment  thereto  in  the  following 
words : 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  if  any  person 
should  consider  himself  aggrieved  by  any  warrant 
issued  under  this  act,  he  may  prefer  a  bill  of  com- 
plaint to  any  district  judge  of  tfie  United  States,  set- 
ting forth  therein  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  injury 
of  which  he  complains;  and  thereupon  the  judge  afore- 
said may»  if  in  his  opinion  the  case  requires  it,  grant 
an  injunction  to  stay  proceedings  on  such  warrant 
altogether,  or  for  so  mudi  thereof  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  requires.  But  no  injunction  shall  issue  till  the 
party  applying  for  the  same  shall  give  bond  and  suffi- 
cient security,  conditioned  for  the  perforauince  of 
such  judgment  as  shall  be  awarded  against  the  com- 
plainant, in  such  amount  as  the  judge  granting  the 
injunction  shall  prescribe.  Nor  shall  the  issuing  of 
such  injunction  in  any  manner  impair  the  lien  pro- 
duced by  the  issuing  of  such  warrant;  iind  the  same 
proceedings  shall  be  had  on  such  injunction  as  in 
other  cases,  except  that  no  answer  shall  be  necessary 
on  the  part  of  the  United  Stotes ;  and  if,  upon  dissolv- 
ing  the  injunction,  it  shall  appear  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  judge  who  shall  decide  upon  the  same,  that  the 
application  for  the  injunction  was  merely  for  delay,  in 
addition  to  the  lawful  interest  which  shall  be  assessed 
on  all  sums  which  may  be  found  due  against  the 
complainant,  the  said  judge  is  hereby  authorized  to, 
add  such  damages  as  that,  with  the  lawful  interest,  it 
shall  not  exceed  the  rate  of  ten  per  centum  per  an- 
num on  the  principal  sum. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  such  injunctions 
may  be  granted  or  dissolved  by  such  judge,  either  in 
or  out  of  court. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  person  shall 
consider  himself  sggrieved  by  the  decision  of  such 
judge,  either  in  refusing  to  issue  the  injunction,  or, 
if  granted,  on  its  dissolution,  it  shall  be  competent  for 
such  person  to  lay  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  had  be- 
fore the  district  judge,  before  a  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  whom  authority  is  hereby  given  either  to 
grant  the  injunction,  or  permit  an  appeal,  as  the  case 
may  be,  if  in  the  opinion  of  such  judge  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  the  equity  of  the  case  requires  it.  And 
thereupon  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  upon 
such  injunction  in  the  Circuit  Court  as  are  prescribed 
in  the  District  Court,  and  subject  to  the  same  condi- 
tiona  in  all  respects  whatsoever. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  this  amend- 


ment, in  which  Messrs.  Babbodr,  Waxjcbr,  of 
Georgia,  Bdrrill,  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  Otis, 

TlCHENOB,  MeLLEN,^LaNMAN,  E  ATON)  andBMiTB, 

participated. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  the  amendment 
was  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bdrbill,  by 
adding  a  new  section,  providing  that  nothing  in 
the  act  should  be  construed  "to  take  away  or  im- 
pair any  riffht  or  remedy  which  the  United  States 
now  have  by  law  for  the  recovery  of  taxes,  dcl>ts, 
or  demands.'' 

Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  was  agreed  to— 
ayes  22. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  wa3  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate, and  all  the  amendments  successively  con- 
curred in ;  but  the  vote  on  Mr.  Barbour's  amende 
ment  was  subsequently  reconsidered,  the  amend- 
ment ordered  to  be  {tinted,  and  the  bill  postponed 
until  to-morrow.  . 


TuESOAT,  April  4. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Laiids,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  John  M.  Chapron  and  others,  in  bc^ 
half  of  the  French  emigrants  to  Alabama,  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  r^)ort^  a 
bill,  supplementary  to  an  act^  entitled  "An  act  to 
set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands  for  the 
encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and 
olive;''  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  granting  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  lands, 
report^  the  same  without  amendment 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committeeon  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  further  to  extena 
the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States ;  and)  also, 
the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory to  be  printed  and  distributed,"  report^  the 
same,  respectively,  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  asked  and  obtained 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana;  and  thebiU 
was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Edwards  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  north  of  the  district  of  Shawneetown,  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  a  room,  or  rooms,  in  the 
custom-bouse,  now  erectiiig  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  the 
second  time,  and,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  , 

The  bill  brought  up  yesterday  for  concurrence 
was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S. 
Delisle,  Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van 
Cleef,"  and  concurred  therein. 
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Mr.  EiNQ,  of  New  York,  from  the  Comnanee 
on  Roads  and  Caaak.  to  whom  the  subject  was 
referred,  reported  a  biU  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment or  commissioners  to  Uy  out  the  road  and 
canals  therein  mentioned,  ana  the  bill  was  read, 
and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

GENERAL  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  amendments  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Fi- 
nance to  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  for  the  year  1820. 

These  amendments  were  principally  as  follows  : 

For  the  parchase  of  bookf,  maps,  and  charts,  for  the 
Librmrj  of  Congreu,  two  thoasand  dollani. 

For  compensation  to  the  two  additional  clerks  in 
the  ofllce  of  the  Treasarer,  daring  the  present  year, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  Attorney  General, 
txpUBf  e  the  words  <'  eight  hnndred  dotlars,"  and  in« 
sert  the  words  one  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  payment  of  balances  dne  to  certain  collec- 
tois  ef  the  old  mtemal  revanne,  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

For  an  agent  appointed  under  the  fifth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent,  #4,444  44. 

For  the  purpose  of  negotiating  a  treaty  or  treaties 
with  the  Indians  in  the  Slate  of  Mississippi,  ibr  the 
extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  in  that  State, 
twenty  thousand  dollars. 

That  amendment  proposing  to  strike  out  eight 
hundred  and  insert  one  diousand  dollars,  (the 
sum  orig[tAally  annexed  to  the  office  by  the  law 
creatine  it,  and  always  since  given)  as  the  salary 
to  be  aOowed  to  the  derk  to  the  Attorney  Oeneral 
being  reached,  some  debate  arose.  The  discussion 
turned  on  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  duties  re- 
quiring the  assistance  of  a  derk,  and  whether  such 
assistance  ought  to  be  provided  by  the  Government, 
rather  than  on  the  question,  between  the  two  sums 
named.  The  amendment  was  supported  by  Messrs. 
Ban F0Ri>,  Dana,  Macon,  and  Ruoolbs  ; '  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Smith  and  Looan  ;  and  was 
fioalty  adopted— ayes  18,  noes  14. 

The  other  amendments  were  successivdy  amed 
to— but  not  without  much  investigation  and  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  made  an  unsuccess- 
ful motion  to  amend  the  biU,  by  inserting  an  ap- 
propriation of  five  hundred  dollars,  for  the  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Attocney  Qeneral's  ofilce,  (for 
a  messenger,  dbc.) — heretofore  for  some  time  al- 
lowed, but  omitted  this  year  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
lesentativeB. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  add  to  the  appropriation 
for  agencies  abroad,  for  distressed  American  sea- 
men, Uie  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  with  the  view 
of  establishing  an  agency  at  Hambmrg,  in  addition 
to  those  at  London  and  Paris. 

Mr.  R.  followed  his  motion  with  some  remarks 
to  show  the  necessity  of  such  an  agency  in  the 
north  of  Europe,  arismg  from  the  great  extent  of 
our  trade  to  that  quarter  of  the  world,  and  the 
number  of  seamen  which  vrere.  consequently,  from 
their  habits,  and  other  causes,  left  destitute,  unaUe 
to  get  home,  and  without  the  means  of  temporary 


subsistence ;  and  arguing  that  an  agency  in  the 
north  of  Europe  was  more  necessary  even  than 
one  in  Paris. 

Mr.  KiNQ,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the  mo- 
tion, unless  some  information  were  ofifered  to  show 
that  the  trade  to  Hamburg  was  of  sufficient  mag-  , 
nitude  to  require  the  establishment  of  such  an 
agency  there.  If  it  were  necessary,  he  presumed, 
that  it  would  have  been  recommended  by  the  proper 
departn^ent  It  was,  moreover^  the  duty  of  our 
Consuls  abroad  to  take  care  of  destitute  seamen, 
and  provide  them  with  the  means  of  returning 
home. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  was  not  aware  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  Consuls  to  take  care  of  distressed 
seamen,  when  the  dutv  was  not  specially  commit- 
ted to  tnem ;  and  he  doubted  if  such  were  the  fact. 
Mr.  K.  was  of  ofnnion  that  an  agency  of  this  kind 
was  more  necessary  at  Hambu^,  ox  some  other 
port  in  the  north  of  Europe,  than  one  at  Paris,  or 
m  any  other  part  of  the  world,  except  Bn^aad, 
and  it  there  were  to  be  but  two,  ne  should  say  they 
ought  to  be  at  London  and  Hamburg.  There  was 
an  agency  formerly  at  Amsterdam,  hut  Hamburg 
wfLS  a  more  convenient  and  ebgiUe  position,  as 
wdl  in  relation  to  the  trade  to  Amsterdam,  as  to 
the  north  of  Europe.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  re- 
moving the  agency  fkom  Paris,  as  it  was  necessary 
there  for  various  reasons:  but  if  there  was  to  be 
but  two,  he  repeated,  he  should  say,  let  them  be  at 
London  and  Hamburg. 

Mr.  Macon  did  not  concdve  that  there  was  at 
omsent  much  necessity  for  the  ag|ency  at  Paris. 
There  was  now  such  a  difference  in  the  ports  of 
Franee,  between  the  vessels  of  America  and  Eng- 
Und,  in  &vor  of  the  latter,  that  we  had  almost 
abandoned  the  trade  to  that  country ;  and  conse- 

Suently  there  could  remain  but.  little  necessity  for 
lie  agency  at  Paris  for  destitate  seamen.  Wh^her 
these  duties  would  be  met  by  correspcmding  regu- 
lations on  our  part,  it  was  not  for  the  Senate  to 
determine — that  must  oriffinate  ebewh^re ;  but  he 
was  willing  to  remove  the  agency  fit)m  Paris  to 
Hambui|r. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  was  still  of  the  opinion 
that  the  Senate  could  not  act  understandingly  or 
correctly  on  this  subject  without  more  information 
than  it  now  possessed  in  rdatkm  to  it.  This  he 
was  confident  of^  however,  that  our  Consub  abroad 
were  bound  to  look  after  seamen,  and  were  allowed 
a  compensation  for  services  of  tnatkihd ;  whether 
the  allowance  was  sufficient  or  not,  he  could  not 
say.  If  called  on  to  dedde  between  establishing 
an  agency  at  Paris  or  Hamburg,  he  would  not 
hesitate  to  sive  it  to  the  Utter  place,  but  he  was 
not  prepared  to  create  an  additional  a^^ency  with- 
out more  information  than  was  before  hkn*  Th^e 
were  many  other  places  where  it  miffht  be  equally 
necessary^-^Trieste,  for  instance,  where  our  trade 
was  considerable  and  growing.  Our  Consuls,  he 
admitted,  were  aHea  poorly  paid;  but  it  arose 
ffenerally  from  their  not  bemg  known,  and  not 
being  alue  to  obtain  consignments  from  home. 

Mr.  Dana  suggested  t&t  it  would  be  better  to 
alter  the  amendment,  so  as  to  provide  for  an 
agency  at  Handbuig,  instead  of  Paris;  and  Mr. 
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RassRTB,  concurring  in  the  suggestion,  mo^ied 
his  motion  accordingly.  > 

Mr.  Otis  opposed  this  shape  of  the  amendment, 
as  it  would  produce  much  confusion  and  uncer- 
tainty. He  was  in  faror  of  an  additional  agency ; 
not  of  abolishing  that  at  Paris. 

Mr.  Roberts,  upon  consideration^  thought  it 
better,  perhaps,  to  leave  the  appropriation  appli- 
cable to  the  three  places,  at  the  discretion  ot  the 
Exeeutiye,  as  the  agency  was  still  necessary  at 
Paris  for  claims,  if  not  for  seamen ;  and  modified 
his  motion  aceordin|dy. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  i  ork,  was  opposed  to  a  course 
which  womd  diminish  the  compensation  of  the 
agent  at  Paris^  where  there  still  remained  a  large 
aimoant  of  claims  to  be  settled  on  account  of  spo- 
liations. That  agent  was  also  Consul  Qeneral 
for  France,  and  it  would  be  a  miserable  office,  de- 
prived of  the  salary  of  agent,  as  there  was  no  mer- 
cantile business  to  afford  it  any  emolument  That 
officer  also  had  to  attend  to  the  business  carried 
up  to  Paris  from  the  Tarious  ports  of  France.  Mr. 
K.  was  equally  opposed  to  reducing  ^e  compen- 
sation at  London.  He  knew  the  Consul  there, 
Colonel  Ai^inwall;  he  was  an  officer  in  the  late 
war— ^  brave  and  gallant  soldier — and  had  lost  a 
limb  in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country.  That 
ffentleman,  Mr.  K.  had  understood  from  good  au- 
thority, determining  to  live  within  his  means,  had 
subsisted  his  family,  in  London,  on  £500  sterling, 
beinff  all  that  he  could  possibly  derive  from  his 
emoniments  as  Consul  and  his  salary  as  agent  for 
seamen.  An  agency  had  formerly  been  considered 
necessary  at  Amsterdam,  and  Mr.  Bourne  was  ap- 
pointed with  a  salary  of  $2,000;  that  agency  had 
been  discontinued  as  the  trade  thither  decreased ; 
but  Mr.  K.  was  confident  that  an  agency  was 
more  necessary  at  Hamburg  now  than  it  had  been 
at  Amsterdam,  and  more  so  than  at  any  other  port 
on  the  continent  of  Europe. 

Mr.  Roberts  was  not  awaia  when  he  offered 
his  amendment,  of  many  facts  which  had  been  dis- 
closed ;  and  the  information  as  well  as  the  opin- 
ions of  Mr.  Kino  were  entitled  to  much  consmer- 
ation.  Being  persuaded  that  the  amendment  was 
better  as  first  offered,  he  restored  it  to  its  original 
shape. 

Mr.  Parrott  was  certain  that  there  was  no 
sort  of  use  for  an  agency  for  seamen  at  Pans  at 
all,  and  could  see  no  necessity  for  any- appropria- 
tion for  that  object.  At  London  there  was  more 
utility  in  an  agenev  than  in  all  Europe  beades; 
various  causes  produced  this,  as  well  as  the  great 
extent  of  tirade  to  England.  He  argued  that  there 
was  no  more  necessitv  for  an  agency  at  Hambmg 
than  4ift  many  other  plaoes,  and  he  woidd  not  con- 
sent to  appropriate  a  salary  for  aa  agent  there  un- 
kss^  made  general  in  all  the  large  ports  of  Europe, 
which  he  presumed  the  Senate  was  not  prqiared 
to  agree  to. 

A&.  Macon  added  some  remarks  in  favor  of  the 
agenejr  at  Hamburg,  in  preference  to  retaining  it 
at  Paris,  where,  in  liis  opinion,  the  office  vras  of 
no  utility. 

Mr.  Smith  concurred  with  Mr.  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, in  believing  that  it  was  the  duty  of  4Nir  Coa- 


s^  abroad  to  take  care  of  destitute  asd  distressed 
seamen.  At  this  time,  when  all  Europe  was  at 
peace,  it  was  easy,  he  thought,  for  them  to  perform 
that  small  duty.  He  was  averse  to  making  this 
discrimination  m  favor  of  Hamburg^  as  he  saw  bo 
good  reason  for  it,  and  had  no  inmmatton  which 
pointed  out  its  propriety.  This  duty  was  not  con- 
nded  to  the  Consul  in  London,  and  was  made  a 
special  agency  there,  because  of  the  great  nionber 
of  cases  which  required  attention  in  England*— 
the  difficulty  of  distinguishing  between  American 
and  native  seamen,  £c.  *  Mr.  S.  was  opposed  to 
the  tendency  which  seemed  to  belong  to  all  Gov- 
ernments to  increase  the  number  of  offices;  be- 
cause when  an  office  was  once  created,  it  was 
extremely  hard  to  abolish  it,  no  matter  how use- 
less it  might  become.  He  never  knew  an  officer 
who  agr^  that  his  office  was  unnecessarv.  He 
could  not  4gree  to  this  popoeition  to  establiah  an 
office  for  which  there  did  not  appear  to  himraoy 
sufficient  reason. 

On  the  subject  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  Bar- 
B09R  read  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pihknsy,  (wtcm  in 
Baltimore,)  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  regretting  that  he  was  obliged  to  be  ab- 
s^t,  as  he  had  intended  to  bring  forward  thiz 
proposition  himself,  conceiving  it  highly  neces- 
sary, for  the  reasons  which  he  adverted  to,  and 
urging  its  adoption. 

Mr.  WiLBON  thought  this  one  of  diose  cases  in 
which  Congress  was  not  called  on  to  act  without 
a  specific  recommeadatton  from  the  fizeoutive 
department,  notwithstanding  the  o|nBion  of  Mr. 
Pinkney,  which  was,  from  his  penonal  obserra- 
tions  in  the  north  of  Europe,  and  his  information, 
entitled  to  much  resoect.  If  necessary,  however, 
the  Executive  would  be  sensible  of  the  fact,,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  recommended  it  But  Mr. 
W.  thought,  if  this  office  were  necenary.  it  had 
better  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  bill,  than 
to  retard  the  general  appropriation  bill  by  inaert- 
inff  it  there,  as  a  great  many  peisons  were  actu^W 
suffering  from  the  unasnal  dday  which  had  al- 
ready taken  place,  and  were  aaxiously  vailmg  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Th«  question  being  taken  on  the  ammdment, 
the  Senate  was  equally  divided — ^yeas  17,  oavs 
17 — the  President  voting  in  the  afi^cmative,  tne 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  lo.the  Senate,  with 
the  amendmeats  adopted  in  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  question  being  stated  on  coaeucring  with 
the  Committee  in  Mr.  Roberts's  amendmeot  ap- 
propiiatii^^  tIfifiOO  for  an  agency  for  seamen  at 
Hambuig — 

Mr.  Barbour  spoke  at  soma  length  against  the 
unnecessary  multiplication  of  offices.  If  this  prop- 
osition was  agreed  to,  he  viewed  it  as  the  entaing 
wedge  to  the  creation  of  others  of  a  similar  kind ; 
and  they  shoald  in  time  go  round  the  entire  circle 
of  foreign  intercourse,  and  establish  agencies  in  all 
the  ports  of  Eurc^.  If  the  Conanb  could  not  at- 
tend to  this  business,  let  the  consular  system  be 
reformed  $  but  ereate  this  office,  and  othen  would 
g(ow oat  of  it;  Gov«mmeatB  never  receded- ■  like 
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the  serew,  ttey  always  advanced — at  every  move- 
ment they  went  forward. 

Mr.  Dana  mentioned  the  reduction  of  the  late 
army,  the  dishandment  of  the  officers,  d&c,  to 
show  that  Grovemments  did  sometimes  go  hack, 
and  consent  to  part  with  power. 

Mr.  Barbour,  in  his  remarks,  had  in  view  civil 
offices.  Whai  the  war  ceased,  a  part  of  the  atmv 
became  unnecessary,  and  of  course  it  was  rcxiuoea. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  again  remarked,  that 
if  there  was  a  point  in  Europe  besides  England 
who^  an  agency  was  necessary,  it  was  in  the 
north  of  Europe.  A  ^reat  numbier  of  seamen,  Mr. 
K.  said,  were  tdt  destitute  in  the  ports  of  that  part 
of  the  world ;  this  arose  from  a  practice  too  com- 
mon with  American  captains,  and  was  a  reproach 
to  the  country  of  dismissidgtheir  men  in  the  north 
of  Europe,  and  employing  Swedish  or  Dani^  sea- 
men, who  were  good  sailors  and  cheaper  than  our 
own.  This  practice  produced  numerous  cases  of 
distress,  and  there  was  no  place  perhaj)6  better  sit- 
uated than  Hamburg  for  affording  relief  and  send- 
iBg  those  JP^T^^  home.  In  remy  to  an  observa- 
tion of  Mr.  0ARBOUR,  that  Crovernments  never 
"went  back,  Mr.  K.  adverted  to  the  repeal  of  the 
taxes,  &c.,  to  show  that  the  remark  was  not  al- 
ways true,  and  that  €k)vemments  parted  with 
power  and  abandoned  offices  sometimes  perhaps 
even  with  too  much  alacrity,  &c, 

Mr.  Smith  was  of  opimon  that  if  this  agency 
was  requisite  in  the  north  of  Europe,  the  Execu- 
tive would  certainly  be  aware  of  it,  and  would 
have  recommended  it  to  Congress ;  but  this  was 
not  the  case,  and  the  Senate  were  without  infor- 
mation on  tne  subject  He  spoke  at  some  length 
to  show  that  the  cases  of  distress  could  not  exist 
.on  the  Continent  to  the  extent  asserted,  and  that, 
from  dissimilarity  of  lan^page,  &c.,  tnere  would 
be  no  difficulty  of  ascertaining  than,  by  the  Con- 
suls ;  that  there  was  also  less  liability  of  imposi- 
tion, or  of  their  desertion  by  their  captains,  ^. 

Mr.  Parrott  observed  tnat  the  informatten  of 
Mr.  Kino  respecting  the  seamen  of  the  n#rth  of 
£«arape,  and^  the  practice  of  American  captains. 
Was  new  to  him.  He  had  had  much  expenence 
in  commerce,  and  maay  opportunities  of  observ- 
ing;  but  that  which  had  been  stated  by  the  gen^ 
t^onan  from  New  York  hid  never  come  wnhin 
his  knowle^^  He  was  willmff  to  take  up  the 
object  of  C^Bsuis,  and  make  ttMm  a  compensa- 
tion for  attending  to  distressed  seamen ;  but  could 
not  consent  to  make  an  invidious  distinction  be- 
tween the  Consul  of  Hamburgh  and  otber  ports. 

The  qaestixm  was  then  laken  on  concurring  with 
the  Committee  in  the  amendment,  and  negatired. 

TREATY  OP  OHBNT. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  after  some  intro- 
ductory remarks  to  show  the  propriety  of  continu- 
ing ^e  office  of  agent  of  the  commissioners  under 
the  Treaty  of  Qhent  for  running  the  upper,  or 
Northwest  line,  T  which  office  of  agent,  lately  filled 
by  Colonel  Hawxins,  is  now  vacant,  and  no  inidi- 
oation  of  an  intention  on  the  part  of  the  Executive 
of  filling  it)  and  to  show  that,  by  the  (erxns  of  the 
treaty,  if  the  salary  be  not  paid  to  an  American 


t,  the  Government  ¥rould  have  to  pay  half  the 

iary  of  the  British  asent,  &c.,— moved  to  in- 
sert an  appropriation  oi  $4,444  44,  (the  salary 
heretofore  given  but  omitted  by  the  othejp  House, 
in  consequence  of  the  vacancy  of  the  office,)  as  a 
salary  for  the  a^eiicy  referred  to. 

This  proposition  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  bv  Mr.  Barbour  and  Mr.  Parrott,  on  the 
grouna  chiefly,  by  the  latter^  that  if  the  business 
was  kept  on  its  present  footing,  this  agent  ought 
to  be  appointed^  though  he  thouffht  the  whole  ex- 
pense ot  agencies  ought  to  be  iu)olished ;  that  if, 
as  was  said,  the  terms  of  the  treaty  required  all  ex- 
penses of  agents,  &c.,  be  equally  bomc^  devolved 
on  this  Government  to  pav  hair  the  salary  of  the 
British  agents,  unless  we  kept  one  in  service,  he 
would  prefer  paying  the  amount  to  an  American 
citizen  rather  than  to  a  British  officer ;  that  it  was 
as  necessary  as  the  agency  on  the  lower  lin^  &c. 
The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Kino, 
of  New  York,  Diokerson,  Kino,  of  Alabama, 
Sanford,  Dana^  Wilson,  and  Tichenor — ^prin- 
cipally because  toe  upper  line  was  so  far  complet- 
ed as  to  render  it  unnecessary;  that  the  conditions 
of  the  treaty  did  not  make  i\  necessary  for  the 
American  Government  to  pay  any  part  of  the 
salary  of  the  British  agent,  as  the  exposes  to  be 
borne  in  conimon  related  to  surveying,  dec.;  and 
that  this  Government  was  free,  as  the  other  was, 
to  employ  any  number  of  agents,  or  none ;  that 
the  House  of  Kepresentatives  had  stricken  out  the 
appropriation  as  unnecessary,  for  reasons  which 
were  doubtless  good ;  that,  as  the  Executive  had 
not  filled  the  vacant  office,  it  was  fair  to  presume 
that  he  deemed  it  imnecessary,  &c. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion,  many  opinidns 
were  expressed  on  the  subject  generally,  and  several 
facts  inentioned,  not  connected  with,  or  bearing 
on  the  immediate  question.  An  opinion  was  strong- 
ly expressed  by  several  gentlemen,  fhat  the  time 
and  expense  already  consumed  were  both  much . 
greater  than  was  expected  by  the  public ;  that  the 
expense  was  so  enormous  as  even  to  rouse  the  at- 
tention of  the  English  Government;  that  a  mode 
of  survey  of  the  upper  line  had  been  adopted,  al- 
together unaccountable,  inasmuch  as  great  {Miins 
and  much  time  had  been  taken  in  surveying  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  d^.,  to  ascertain  their  exact 
middle  line,  which,,  after  it  vras  ascertained,  ^ere 
was  no  possibility  of  marking.  That  there  was 
mat  difierence  of  opinion  as  to  the  true  line  on 
tke  Northaast— the  American  surveyors  making  it 
approach  within  twenty  auks  of  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  a  bdief  that  it  would,  by  the  eonctilioBi  of  the 
treaty,  reach  a  point  one  degree  north  of  Qudtec, 
tkus  almost  cattmg  off  the  communication  between 
the  British  provinces  of  Canada  and  N«w  ftmns- 
wick.  That  the  difference  would  have^  according 
to  the  treaty  stipulation,  to  be  referred  to  the  asbi- 
tration  of  a  third  Power,  d^c.  That  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  line  on  the  Northeast,  rendered 
an  agent  necessary  there,  though  not  on  the  upper 
line,  dbc. 

Mr.  Johnson's  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
groefted. 
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Wedmcsdat,  April  5. 

Mr:  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petiticm  of  Joseph  Timberlake,  deputy  postmaster 
at  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia,  made  a  report,  ac- 
companied by  a  resolution,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner.  The  report  and 
resohition  were  read. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Af&irs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
BradeV'  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  DicKERsoN.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  Was  referred 
the  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  district 
of  Teche,  in  the  Stdte  of  Louisiana,  rcJported  the 
same  witnout  amendment. 

The  bill  to  rcjgulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and 
marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  bill  to  establish  a  land  district  in  the  State 
of  niinois,  north  of  the  district  of  Shawneetown, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  public  lands 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cultivation  of  the 
vine  and  olivie,"  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  presented  the  memorial 
of  Nathaniel  Cutting,  praying  a  further  allowance 
of  compensation  as  Secretary  of  Legation  to  the 
Barbarv  Powers  j  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Leake,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiairs,  who  were  "  instructed  to  inquire  lAto  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  abolition  of  the 
system  of  Indian  trade  established  by  the  law  of 
the  2d  of  March,  1811,  which  has  been  continued 
in  force  until  the  3d  of  March,  1821,  and  for  the 
disposition  of  the  goods  and  property  of  the  United 
States:  and  for  the  payment  of  the  proceeds  thereof, 
and  of  the  funds  vested  in  this  trade  into  the  Trea- 
sury," made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

lUiolvedf  That  it  uk  inexpedient  to  mbolif  h  the  pres- 
ent sjitem  of  lodian  trade,  m  it  is  now  eetabliefaed 
by  law. 

The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Leaks,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  the  17th  ultimo,  on  the  subject  of 
an  appronriation  for  holding  a  treaty  with  the 
Creek  ana  Cherokee  Indians,  made  a  report,  which 
was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Tench 
Francis  was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  to 
whom  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt  had  been  referred, 
made  a  detailed  report  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  centre  building  of  the  Capitol, 
was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 


being  amended  by  inserting  an  appropriation  of 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars  for  alterations 
in  the  Senate  Chamber,  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  subsequendy  read  a  third  time,  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  civil  appropriation  bill  was  also  read  a  third 
time,  as  amended,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
oJf  Representatives  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  more  effectually  to 
provide  for  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes 
against  the  United  States,  ^consolidating  the  penal 
acts  of  the  the  Union ;)  wnen,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson,  made  on  the  ground  that  there  was  not 
at  this  session  time  enough  to  spare  for  properly 
considering  the  numerous  provisions  of  this  long 
bilL  it  was  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the  session, 
wiUiout  objection. 

PUBLIC  DBPAULTEIR8. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  (providing  summary  process  for  the 
recovery  of  aebts  due  by  defaulters,  dbc.,) — ^Mr. 
Barbour's  amendment,  heretofore  stated  at  large, 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Considerable  discussion  of  this  amendment  again 
took  place :  and  the  proposition  was  finally  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ultimately  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote: 

YsA8 — Mestra.  Barbour,  Burrill,  Dickerson,  Elliot, 
Gaillard,  King  of  New  York,  Leake,  Logan,  Lowrie, 
Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Tichenor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  MiMissippi,  Williams  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Wileon — ^*8. 

NATs—Messra.  Dani,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Uaater, 
Lanman,  Mellen,  Ot»«  and  Ruggles— a 


TauRsnAY,  April  6. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afl&in,  who  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  passing 
a  Uw  for  the  liquidation  of  the  acco«nts  of  Colo- 
nel William  Duane,  and  for  allowing  him  a  com- 
pensation for  his  services  and  expenses  in  the 
publication  of  his  military  works,  under  the  direc- 
tion and  patronage  of  the  War  Denartment,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
subject^  and  the  documents  in  relation  thereto  were 
transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Matthew 
Lyon,  made  a  r^XNrt,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Matthew  Lvon,  and  the  report  and 
bill  were  read,  and  the  bill  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  Hunter,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  the  subject  was  re- 
ferred, reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  General 
Convention  of  the  Baptist  denomination  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  for  evangelical  and  literary 
purposes,  and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the 
Second  reading. 

Mr.  DiOKERsoN  asked  and  obtained  leave  to 
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bring  in  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  "An  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  pun- 
ish the  crime  of  piracy,"  and,  also,  to  make  further 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy ;  and 
the  bill  was  twice  r<»d,  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Noble,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
John  Dougherty,  and  also  the  petition  of  James 
Hayes,  were  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ation thereof  respectively,  and  the  petitioners  had 
leave  to  withdraw  their  papers;  and  they  were  dis- 
charged from  the  ^ther  consideration  of  the  peti- 
tion of  George  Waters,  the  petitioner  having  ob- 
tained his  pension. 

Mr.  Samford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  appropriate  a 
room  or  rooms  in  the  custom-house,  now  erecting 
in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana^  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  Cornelius  Schoon- 
maker  and  Peter  Marius  Groen  had  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition  and  papers. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  eom- 
missionos  to  lay  out  the  roaa  and  canals  therein 
mentioned,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  George  Love, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
iniormed  the  Senate  that  the  House  concur  in  the 
first,  second,  third,  sixth,  and  seventh,  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Giovemment  for  the  year  1820."  They 
distqipree  to  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  eighth,  of  the 
said  amendments.  Thev  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ments proposed  by  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  18B0.'' 
They  have  passed  the  bill  which  originated  in  the 
Senate,  entitled  ^ An  act  for  the,  rehef  of  certain 
pcnons  who  have  jmid  duties  on  certain  goods 
im{K>rted  into  Castine,"  with  amendments,  in 
which  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office, 
unlavorable  to  the  petition  of  Jos^h  Timberlake, 
was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

•Mr.  MoRRU.  submitted  a  resolution  directing  an 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  earlier  meeting 
of  the  next  session  of  Congress  than  the  day  fixed 
by  the  Constitution. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  better  or- 
gaJBOzation  of  the  Treasury  Department  was  read 
me  third  time,  and  the  blanks  tnerein  filled. 

After  some  further  debate,  in  which  Mr.  Bar- 
bo  tm  and  Mr.  Eaton  principally  engaged — 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  and,  on  a  division,  the  vote  was — ^For  the 
bilL  19;  a^[ainst  it,  9. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Rgvesentatives  for  concurrence. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of   Tench 
16th  Com.  Ist  Ssss.— 19 


Francis  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  establish  an  additional  circuit  court,  to 
comprise  the  States  of  Tennessee  and  Alabama. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  for 
the  reasons  heretofore  stated,  the  bill  vras  so  amend- 
ed as  to  embrace  Tennessee  alone,  (leaving  to  Ala- 
bama a  district  court  at  present,  but  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  hereafter,  when  the  immense 
mass  of  litigation  in  Tennessee  shall  have  been 
dbposed  of,  and  the  business  of  Alabama  require 
it,  this  court  will  be  extended  to  the  latter  State.) 

Thus  amended,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading.     . 

WB8T  INDIA  TRADE. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  "  act  concerning 
navigation,"  (reported  by  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations  on  the  30th  ult.  in  pursuance  of  the  res- 
olution adopted  on  the  14th  ult.  on  the  motiop  of 
Mr.  King,  of  Ne\^  York.)    The  biU  is  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted^  SfC,  That,  from  and  after  the  — -  day 

^,  all  and  every  of  the  provisioDa  and  regulationi  of 

the  act  of  Congreu  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  April, 
1818,  entitled  *<An  act  concerning  navigation/'  be^ 
and  the  same  are  hereby  extended  and  made  ^>pUca- 
ble  to  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johny  New- 
foundland, and  their  dependencies,  to  the  Bermuda 
Islands,  the  Bahama  Islands,  the  islands  called  Caicoa, 
and  to  all  other  colonies,  plantations,  islaads,  and  pos- 
sessions, belonging  to  or  under  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain,  in  the  West  Indies,  on  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica, south  of  the  30th  degree  of  north  latitade ;  and 
all  and  each  of  the  enactments  and  provisions  of  said 
act  shall  be  construed  as  extending  to,  and  as  applying 
to,  all  and  every  of  the  possessions,  colonies,  places, 
and  islands,  above  mentioned. 

Sic  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  ^—  day  of — -,  no  goods,  wares,  or  mer- 
chandise, shall  be  imported  into  the  United  Stotes  of 
America  from  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  prov- 
ince of  New  Branswick,  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton, 
St  John's,  Newfoundland,  or  their  respective  dependen- 
cies, Arom  the  Bermuda  Islands,  the  Bahama  Islands, 
the  islands  called  Caicos,  er  either  or  any  of  the  afore*' 
said  possessions,  islands,  or  places,  or  from  any  other 
provmoe,  possession,  plantation^  island,  or  plaoe^  under 
the  dominion  of  Great  Britain  in  the  West  Indies,  or 
OB  the  continent  of  America,  south  of  the  30th  degree 
of  north  latitude,  except  only  sooh  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  as  are  truly  and  wholly  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manu&cture,  of  the  province,  colony,  plan- 
tation, island,  possession,  or  place,  aforesaid,  where 
the  same  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence  such  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandiM,  shall  be  directly  imported  into 
the  United  States ;  and  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported,  or  attempted  to  be  imported,  into  the 
United  States  of  America,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  together  with  the  vessel  on  board  of  which 
the  same  shaU  be  laden,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  fomi- 
tnre,  shall  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

Sxc.d.  And  beit  further  enacted.  That  all  penalties 
and  fbrfeitures  incurred  by  force  of  this  act,  shall  be 
sued  for,  recovered,  distributed,  and  kocoonted  for,  and 
may  be  remitted  or  mitigated  in  the  manner  and  to* 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  revenue  laws  of  the 
United  States. 
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Mr.  Brown^  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  submitted  to  the  Senate  the 
views  of  the  committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  and 
the  considerations  generally  wnich,  m  his  opinion, 
required  its  enactment. 

Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  Macon,  Barbour, 
OtiSj  and  Parrott,  respectively  offered  their  rea- 
sons m  favor  of  the  bill.  The  last  named  gentle- 
man ¥ras  friendly  to  the  object  of  the  bUl,  but  think- 
ing that  it  does  not  go  far  enou^h^  and  to  obtain 
time  further  to  examine  its  provisions,  moved  its 
postponement  until  to-morrow. 

Nfr.  James  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  said :   1  owe 
to  the  Senate  an  apology  for  presenting  myself  in 
a  discussion  commenc^  and  carried  on  at  a  time 
when  1  was  unavoidably  absent.    I  offer  it  with  a 
view  to  the  forgiveness  of  the  Senate,  if  I  should 
unknowingly  repeat  arguments  already  used.  ^  The 
importance  of  the  subject,  and  the  particular  agency 
I  had  in  presenting  tne  law  of  lbl8,  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  be  silent    I  will  not  now  repeat  the  re- 
marks then  used.    Many  of  my  hearers  were  then 
present.    The  facts  and  arguments  then  employed 
have  also  been  placed  before  the  public.    It  is  suf- 
ficient to  sav,  that  the  course  then  pursued,  in  con- 
formity to  tne  strong  recommendation  of  tne  three 
preceding  Presidents,  was  a  part  of  that  settled 
policy  by  which  this  country  wiU  m  future  be  in- 
variably governed,  namely,  equality  and  recipro- 
city among  all  nations.    When  the  law  of  1818 
was  under  discusion,  its  expediency  was  enforced 
by  a  full  exposure  of  ^  all  the  facts  which  could 
throw  light  upon  the  subject ;  and  which  but  too 
palpably  displayed  the  injurious  consequences  to 
the  great  interest  of  the  united  States,  resulting 
from  the  selfish  policy  of  Great  Britain,  to  coun- 
teract which  was  the  object  of  that  law.    A  policy 
by  which  she  monopolized  to  herself  the  exclusive 
navigation  between  her  islands  and  the  United 
States;  an  inequality  to  which  no  nation  could 
any  longer  submit.    We  had  also  before  us  the  re- 
peated unsuccessful  attempts  at  negotiation  be- 
tween the  two  Governments.    This  ^»>rrespottd- 
ence  evinced  a  settled  purpose  on  the  part  of  Great 
Britain  not  to  yield  the  advanta^  of  this  mo- 
nopoly, so  long  as  she  could  enjoy  it,  without  some 
stronger  measure  on  the  part  or  the  United  States 
than  entreaty  or  complaint.    The  question  which 
forcibly  addressed  itself  to  us  was,  shall  we  fold 
our  arms  together  and  patiently  submit  to  a  mea- 
sure as  injurious  as  it  was  unequal ;  aggravated, 
too,  by  its  invidiousness,  for  its  operation  is  exclu- 
sively confined  to  the  United  States.    The  una- 
nimity that  prevailed  in  the  Senate,  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  efficient  measures  of  retaliation,  was 
almost  without  a  parallel — only  two  dissenting 
voices  appearing  against  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  they  objecting  to  the  mode,  and  not  to  the 
principle.    I  beff  leave,  most  emphatically,  to  re- 
call to  the  recollection  of  the  Senate  a  view  then 
taken  by  the  advocates  of  the  bill.    It  was,  that 
whatever  might  be  the  opinion  of  the  Senate 
as  to  the  injurious  consequences  of  the  treasures  of 
Great  Britain,  or  however  it  might  excite  their 
feelings,  that,  before  they  commenced  a  system  of 
retaliation,  they  should  weigh  well  the  probable 


results,  and  resort  to  it  only  after  having  deter- 
mined to  persevere  till  the  object  should  be  effect- 
ed, whatever  might  be  the  sacrifice  that  attended 
it.  That,  were  they  to  commence,  and,  upon  the 
first  remonstrance  from  some  insulated  interest,  to 
recede,  they  would  forever  bar  the  door  against  the 
hope  of  remedy,  and  subject  themselves  and  their 
country  to  deserved  reproach.  That  a  character 
for  consistency,  firmness,  and  perseverance,  inde- 
pendently of  Its  intrinsic  worth,  was  of  vast  im- 
portance in  our  intercourse  with  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  should  never  be  abandoned  except  in  an' 
extremity  so  great  as  to  cancel  the  ordinary  rules 
of  action.  The  decision  in  both  branches,  after 
this  solemn  appeal,  was  almost  unanimous.  To 
that  unanimity  we  looked  for  the  success  of  our 
measure.  The  nation  was  equally  unanimous,  for 
the  voice  of  disapprobation  was  not  heard.  Should 
we  now  recede^  after  the  solemn  pledge  thus  given, 
I  may  say  by  the  nation,  in  two  ^ort  years,  with 
what  confidence  could  we  calculate  hereafter  oti 
any  measure  of  a  similar  character  ?  It  would  not 
only  be  fatal  to  our  views  upon  this  particular  sub- 
ject, but  upon  all  others,  wnose  success  depended 
on  constancy.  It  would  be  a  reproach  to  repub- 
lican government  itself.  Sir,  we  agreed  not  only 
to  adhere  to  a  measure  commenced  under  the  fa- 
voraUe  auspices  of  universal  consent,  but  to  pursue 
it  in  every  torm  and  to  any  extremity  that  its  suc- 
cess made  necessary;  and,  particularly,  to  repd, 
by  new  regulations,  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  our 
adversary  to  elude  our  retaliatory  measure.  Will 
an  American  Senate  be  the  first  to  become  recre- 
ant? What  do  you  attempt?  Eiquality  and  ius- 
tice.  What  your  adversary?  Monopoly.  Shall 
we  have  less  constancy  in  contending  for  our  rights 
than  our  rival  for  what  is  not  right,  because  une- 
qual ?  Your  measures  have  been  neutralized,  in 
part,  by  the  regulations  of  Great  Britain.  The 
Dili  now  proposed  will  jniard  us  against  the  effect 
of  these  regulations.  Our  interest,  our  honor,  re- 
quire that  we  should  advance.  Sir,  I  have  on  fre- 
quent occasions  declared  my  sentiments  upon  the 
policy  that  it  became  the  United  States  to  adopt  in 
Its  intercourse  with  aU  nations.  It  should  be  sim- 
ple and  uniform,  applicable  alike  to  great  and 
small,  powerful  and  weak ;  it  is  expressed  in  one 
word — equality.  Hence,  on  all  occasions  I  have 
given  my  feeble  support  to  every  treaty  and  law 
havinff  this  principW  for  its  basis.  Take  your 
ground,  and  proclaim  it  to  the  world :  present  your 
alternatives — ^intercourse  with  equality,  or  none 
at  all. 

Instead  of  the  endless  note  of  a  diplomatist,  pre- 
sent this  laconic  one — Are  you  willing  to  treat  on 
terms  reciprocally  equal  ?  Let  the  answer — ^yea^ 
or  nay — ^be  required ;  if  the  former  be  given,  au 
difficulty  is  at  once  obviated ;  if  the  latter,  close 
your  correspondence,  recall  your  ambassador,  and 
do  yourselves  justice  by  your  own  measures.  Can 
America  reconcile  it  to  nerself  to  hold  an  inter- 
course with  any  nation  by  which  her  character  is 
to  be  abused  ?  Although  I  wiU  not  repeat  the  va- 
rious arguments  employed  on  a  former  occasion  to 
show  the  expediency  of  the  policy  we  have  adof^- 
ed,  yet,  with  the  permbsion  of  the  Senate,  I  ipnll 
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suggest  a  few  of  the  considerations  that  are  enti-  I 
tied,  in  my  estimation,  to  great  weight. 

This  measure,  viewed  as  a  detached  one,  may 
be  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of  ship-owners  5  but, 
when  we  reflect  upon  it  in  its  general  .consequen- 
ces, it  acquires  the  highest  degree  of  national  im- 
portance, from  its  connexion  with  the  prosperity 
of  the  Navy.  The  Navy  of  the  United  States, 
Mr.  President,  by  a  series  of  valorous  deeds,  con- 
quered the  prejudices  against  it.  The  last  war 
gave  proofs,  strong  and  irresistible,  that  its  growth 
was  mdissolubly  connected,  as  well  with  our  de- 
fence as  glorjr.  All  the  theories,  all  the  gloomy 
prophecies  01  its  adversaries,  yielded  to  its  victo- 
ries 5  and,  while  disaster  or  disgrace  overwhelmed 
your  anmes,  glory  perched  on  your  naval  flag,  and 
filled  the  earth  with  its  renown.  The  murmurs  of 
hostility  were  instantly  changed  for  hosanna^  of 
aiiplause,  and  all  united  in  advocating  its  increase. 
Sir,  how  is  that  policy  to  be  realized?  Not  by 
appropriating  millions  to  the  building  of  ships,  but 
by  an  active  commercial  marine.  To  what  do 
you  owe  your  success  in  the  last  war — to  the  size, 
the  structure,  or  the  superior  number  of  your  ves- 
sels? No,  sir;  under  Providence,  to  the  hardy, 
brave,  and  experienced  sailors,  voluntarily  enter- 
ing your  service.  From  whence  are  you  to  draw 
your  future  crews,  if  you  suffer  other  nations  to 
monopolize  that  share  of  maritime  transportation 
to  which  you  are  iustly  entitled?  Ships  without 
sailors  are  built  only  for  enemies.  Sailors  without 
navigation  cannot  exist.  Guard,  then,  with  cease- 
less vigilance,  thb  nursery  of  your  safety  and  your 
fame.  Or  retrace  your  policy:  sell  your  ships. 
before  they  are  taken,  to  the  highest  bidder;  recall 
the  millions  which  have  been  appropriated  to  the 
increase  of  the  Navy,  but  not  yet  expended ;  aban- 
don the  ocean,  where,  without  a  navy,  you  can 
appoLT  only  to  be  insulted  and  oppressea.  Is  there 
a  voice  in  or  out  of  Congress  in  favor  of  this  latter 
course?  '  Great  Britain  sacrifices  without  scruple 
her  tommerce  to  her  navigation.  She  is  not  scru- 
pulous as  to  her  means ;  lawful  or  unlawful,  the 
end  must  be  obtained.  Will  America  tamely  sur- 
render, and  without  a  struggle,  those  means  which 
she  lawfully  may  employ — and  to  whom?  To 
the  very  Power  against  wnom  prudence  and  expe- 
rience teach  us  to  jo^ard ! 

There  is  one  view  of  this  subject  which  I  am 
anxious  to  press  on  the  Senate.  We  have  heard, 
daring  the  present  session,  the  harsh  and  discord- 
ant sound  of  disunion ;  we  have  been  told  that 
there  exist  separate  views,  interests,  and  feelings. 
A  geqmphical  line  has  been  attempted  to  be  set 
up.  What  a  fine  occasion  does  this  present  to 
silence  these  unhallowed  insinuations !  The  South 
and  the  North,  the  East  and  the  West,  uniting  in 
a  great  measure  of  policy — ^particularly,  indeed, 
beneficial  to  one  quarter  of  the  Union,  but  cheer- 
fully submitted  to  by  the  others— in  furtherance  of 
a  national  benefit.  We  will  not  permit  any  occa- 
sion of  thb  kind  to  pass  by  without  disproving 
these  sectional  aspersions."  We  will  cheerfully 
meet  the  sacrifice,  if  any  should  ensue,  and  find  our 
indenmity  in  the  proud  reflection  that  the  interests 
of  the  wMe  constitute  the  popularity  of  all  our 


movements.  To  the  Navy  I  look,  sir,  as  a  great 
bond  of  union.  You  may  divide  territories :  you 
may  claim  a  sectional  share  in  victories  by  land ; 
but  a  naval  victory  is,  from  its  nature,  indivisible. 
We  may  be  told  of  Bunker's  Hill,  or  Bennington, 
or  Saratoga,  on  the  one  hand ;  on  the  other,  of  the 
Cowpens,  or  Guilford,  or  New  York,  or  New 
Orleans ;  but  a  naval  victory,  broad  as  the  element 
on  which  it  is  achieved,  diffuses  equal  joy  and 
enthusiasm  throughout  the  boundless  territories  of 
the  Republic. 

But  this  is  not  all.  Look  to  our  extensive  coasts ; 
has  not  nature  herself  prescribed  the  policy  we 
should  pursue  ?  Every  moral  consideration  rati- 
•es  it.  In  this  mighty  shield  of  protection  we  are 
to  find  our  safety.  Standing  armies  become  use- 
less. That  terrible  instrument  in  the  hands  of 
power,  by  which  the  earth  has  been  enslaved,  will 
be  rendered  aseless  here ;  at  best  they  can  be  used 
only  for  defence,  while  a  navy  asserts  our  rights  or 
chastises  their  aggression  wherever  winds  blow 
and  oceans  roll. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  reasons  which  may  be 
urged  in  favor  of  the  policy  adopted  by  the  United 
States,  as  it  connects  itself  with  the  interesting 
question  of  our  jjower  and  the  duration  of  our  Re- 
publican institutions;  I  will  conclude  by  adding  a 
few  of  a  purely  commercial  character.  It  may  be 
urged,  perhaps,  that  the  effects  will  be  injurious  to 
our  commerce.  It  is  not  to  be  disguised  that, 
though  navigation  and  commerce  are  generally 
handmaids,  and  essential  to  each  other,  yet  there 
is  sometimes  a  collision  between  them.  In  such  a 
case  it  behooves  a  maritime  Power  to  adopt  a  mid- 
dle course,  so  as  not  to  throw  the  burden  exclu- 
sively on  either.  If,  therefore,  it  were  true  that 
our  commercial  interests  would  be  partially  affected 
by  this  policy,  it  would  by  no  means  prove  that 
the  measure  would  be  unwise.  But,  I  ask,  how 
are  we  to  be  injuriously  affected  in  our  commer- 
cial interests  ?  Will  it  diminish  the  consumption 
of  our  supplies  ?  I  answer  in  the  negative.  The 
nature  01  the  supplies  is  such  that  the  islands  must 
procure  them  from  the  United  States.  They  can- 
not be  procured  elsewhere^  Any  assertion  to  the 
contrary  is  idle.  We  must  supply  them  with  pro- 
visions and  lumber.  If  it  be  asked  how  are  tney 
to  be  procured,  the  answer  is  easy.  From  some 
neighboring  island  of  another  Power  (and  there 
are  many  such)  to  which  we  have  access,  and 
where  the  supplies  wanting  will  be  carried  by 
American  shipping.  Or,  if  not  by  this  route,  by 
the  circuitous  one  of  the  mother  country,  as  is  said 
by  some.  Though,  for  my  part,  I  cannot  believe 
that  much  will  te  done  in  that  way,  except  under 
peculiar  circumstances  of  a  return  cargo,  who^ 
price  of  transportation  will  scarcely  exceed  the  di- 
rect voyage.  But,  be  this  as  it  may,  it  shows 
clearly  that  these  supplies  must  be  drawn  from  the 
United  Slates,  either  directly  or  circuitously.  If, 
then,  it  be  true  that  the  quantity  of  our  supplies 
consumed  in  the  British  West  India  islands  is  not 
diminished,  the  next  question  which  presents  itself 
b,  does  this  policy  reduce  the  price  ?  I  again  an- 
swer no.  The  increased  price  of  transportation 
falls  on  the  consumer.    Is  any  man  in  the  nation 
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ignorant  enoogh  to  carry  to  the  account  of  this 
measure  the  present  reduced  prices  of  some  of  our 
staple  commodities  ?  If  there  b^  let  him  be  told 
that  they  are  ascribable  to  other  causes.  Take 
flour,  by  way  of  illustration.  Some  years  past  the 
price  of  that  article  was  excessive;  and  why? 
Europe  was  every  where  overrun  with  prodigious 
armies ;  her  harvests  blasted,  and  her  currency  de- 

Ereciated,  and  hence  an/  extravagant  price  for 
readstuns.  Now  these  armies  are  dissipated,  the 
sword  has  been  converted  into  the  ploughsnare, 
their  crops  have  been  abundant  and  adeauate  to 
their  demands,  their  currency  improved.  We  have 
an  excess  of  supplies  far  beyond  the  demand,  and 


crisis  as  inevitable  as  fate,  and  compef  a  eoontry 
which  she  places  out  of  her  protection  to  seek^  un- 
der the  suggestions  of  self-preservation,  some  new 
modifications  of  its  political  relations,  calculated 
to  produce  those  benefits  which  alone  rendar  po- 
litical associations  tolerable.  If,  however,  it  be 
contended  that  she  is  deaf  to  sentiments  of  this 
kind^  that  the  sacrifice  of  her  distant  possessions 
for  the  prosperity  of  the  mother  country  is  her  set- 
tled policy,  and  mvariably  pursued,  then  I  contend 
that  our  measure  has  a  direct  bearing  on  her  navi- 
gation— to  touch  which  is  to  awaken  her,  though 
she  slept  the  sleep  of  Baal ;  for  it  appears,  as  well 
by  documents  on  our  table  as  from  verbal,  com- 


hence  the  pesent  reduced  price.    And  I  therefore^  |munications  from  the  heads  of  departments,  whom 


conclude  tnat  neither  the  Quantity  nor  the  price  of 
our  supplies  are  afiected  by  this  measure,  or,  if 
afiected  at  all,  too  partially  to  justify  us  in  the  sur- 
render of  an  interest  of  such  vital  importance  as 
that  whose  protection  is  attempted  by  the  question 
under  consideration. 

One  other  view  of  this  subject,  and  I  have  fin- 
ished. WiU  Great  Britain  yield  the  contest,  and 
do  us  justice  ?  is  a  question  that  may  be  propound- 
ed. To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  we  have 
ascertained  that  mere  entreaty,  on  our  part,  with- 
out some  defensive  measure,  was  ineffectual ;  that, 
if  she  do  not  yield,  we  are  in  no  worse  condition 
than  before,  and,  indeed,  in  a  better  one ;  for  we 
have  now  a  share  in  the  transportation,  whether 
it  be  directed  to  Great  Britain  or  to  a  neighboring 
island.  On  the  other  hand,  should  she  consent  to 
a  negotiation  pn  equal  terms,  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy,  it  is  presumable,  will  be  denied  by  none. 
But  what  are  the  probabilities?  We  know,  of  a 
truth,  that,  since  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  she 
has  offered  to  treat ;  whereas  before,  she  had  re- 
fund. It  is  true  that  the  terms  proposed  were 
such  as  we  could  not  agree  to ;  yet  we  have  a 
right  to  anticipate  success  in  a  contest  by  which, 
should  she  persevere,  she  must  lose^  ana  cannot 
gain.  With  wrong  and  loss  on  her  sidc^  whatever 
may  be  her  character  for  obstinacy,  she,  like  all 
other  nations,  has  other  motives  of  action,  among 
which  interest  holds  the  ascendency. 

That  she  sacrifices  by  her  perseverance  the  in- 
terest of  the  islands,  is  too  palpable  to  require  proof 
or  argument.  The  circuitous  transportation  of 
their  supplies  necessarily  enhances  the  price,  tak- 
ing it  lor  granted  that  they  are  furnished  by  the 
United  States ;  on  a  contrary  supposition,  that  her 
trade  will  assume  a  new  direction,  she  loses  the 
American  market  for  her  rum — an  event  ruinous 
at  once  to  their  prosperity — for  it  is  real  matter  of 
astonishment,  but  not  less  true,  that  we  annually 

consume  of  that  article,  from  the  British  islands  *     .,  - 

alone,  from  4,000,000  to  7,000,000  of  gallons.    It  FRinAY,  April  7. 

is  in  this  article  principally  we  get  our  returns ;  The  Prebioent  communicated  a  letter  from 
and,  if  the  trade  were  to  be  annihilated  to-morrow^  Julie  Plantou,  proposing  to  sell  to  Congress  an  al- 
I  know  not  that  it  should  be  matter  of  regret.  If,  legorical  painting  of  her  own  design,  and  from  het 
therefore.  Great  Britain  be  not  entirely  insensible  j  own  pencil,  drawn  from  the  Treaty  of  Ghent, 
to  the  sufferings  of  her  colonists,  she  will  be  unable  \  commemorative  of  that  event;  and  the  letter  was 
to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  those  remonstrances  with  j.read,  and  referred  to  the  Joint  Library  Committee, 
which  she  must  be  assailed.  But,  if  her  heart  i  Mr.  Sanforo,  from  the  Conunittee  on  Finanoe, 
should  be  hardened,  and  she  should  refuse  to  listen  :  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 
to  these  just  complaints,  she  will  only  hasten  a  |  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  establisiunent 


the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  before 
them,  with  a  view  to  possess  themselves  of  every 
degree  of  information  within  their  reach,  that,  in 
our  direct  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,,  the 
American  shipping  is  increasing,  in  a  most  flatter- 
ing ratio,  since  the  adoption  of  tnis  policy — a  por- 
tion of  which  increase  is  fairly  to  be  ascribed  to  its 
effects.  Formerly,  the  advantage  of  British  ship- 
ping over  American  arose  from  the  circuitous  voy- 
age, (that  fruitful  source  of  profit  to  the  shipping 
interest,)  of  which  the  freight  from  the  United 
States  to  the  West  India  islands  was  a  most  valu- 
able part.  This  may  be  illustrated  by  a  single  ex- 
ample. A  British  ship  comes  directly  from  hex 
European  possessions  to  her  continental  colonies, 
discharges  ner  cargo,  takes  in  plaster  or  something 
else,  arrives  in  the  United  States,  commutes  it  for 
provisions  or  lumber,  sails  thence  to  the  islands, 
and  exchanges  the  cargo  for  the  productions  of  the 
islands,  with  which  it  returns  home.  While  the 
British  shipping  was  thus  aided  by  this  circuitous 
voyage,  the  American  was  limited  to  the  direct 
intercourse  alone.  The  object  of  our  policy  is  to 
destroy  this  inequality,  and  do  justice  to  our  own 
shipping.  The  effect  already  produced  is  encour- 
aging. It  will  be  the  interest  of  Great  Britain  to 
negotiate  on  equal  terms,  if  we  have  nerve  enough, 
to  persevere.  The  hope  of  our  giving  way  may 
induce  her  to  make  an  experiment  of  her  present 
system  a  short  time  lonj^.  Our  success  is  in  our 
own  hands.  To  yield  is  to  commit  our  character, 
and  to  entail  the  yoke  upon  us  forever.  To  per- 
severe is  to  triumph.  ^  Between  such  alternatives 
an  American  Senate  cannot  hesitate  in  its  choice. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  and  Mr.  Wilson  explained  their 
reasons  for  being  adverse  to  the  bill ;  and  Mr. 
SroitEB  and  Mr.  Dana  made  each  a  few  inciden- 
tal remarks. 

The  bill  was  then  laid  over  until  to-morrow* 
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and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy 
Departments,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in 
addition  to  an  act,  entitled  ^An  act  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
rice  of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of  March,  1818 ; 
reported  the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
rraort  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  George  Love,  and,  in  con- 
currence therewith,  resolved  that  the  prayer  of 
thepetitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  for  tne  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon  was 
read  a  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  oh  Indian  Affairs,  on  the 
present  system  of  Indian  trade ;  and  the  further 
consideration  thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday 
next 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  certain 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,'V  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled'"An  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Steel;"  in  which  bill  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  The  said 
bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Soiate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
metrts  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entided  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  hare  paid  duties  on  certain  ^oods  imported 
into  Castine ;"  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
eithied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  sufferers 
by  fire  at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,"  and  concurred 
therein. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Elliot  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  of  the  19th  De- 
cember, 1818. 

Mr.  Elliot  briefly  explained  the  objects  and 
utility  of  the  act  of  Gfeorgia  referred  to;  and  the 
bOl  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  motion  of  Mr.  Morril 
to  direct  an  inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  an  ear- 
lier meeting  of^the  next  session  of  Congress  than 
the  Constitutional  day. 

Mr.  MoRBiL  made  some  retnarrks  to  show  the 
|wt>priety  of  an  earlier  meeting  at  the  next  session, 
as  It  was  oUiged  to  terminate  on  the  third  day  of 
March,  to  allow  due  time  for  the  transaction  of 
thepuolic  business,  &c. 

Tne  resolution  was  negatived  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  bill  to  establish  an  eighth  circuit  court,  to 
comprehend  the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  read  the 
thira  time ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mri  Williams  of 
Tennessee,  af^er  considerable  discussion  on  the 


subject,  the  salary  of  the  additional  circuit  judge 
was  fixed  at  $3,000,  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
President,  the  votes  being  14  to  14 ;  and  the  bill 
was  then  passed  and  sent  to  the  other  House  for 
concurrence. 

A  motion  to  adiourn  over  to  Monday  was  re- 
jected, by  yeas  and  nays-^-ayes  14,  noes  24. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  "act  concerning  naviga- 
tion." 

Mr.  Brown  stated  that,  in  framing  the  bill,  the 
Committee  of  Foreign  Relations  had  conformed  it 
to  the  instructions  of  the  Senate,  as  contained  in 
the  resolution  introduced  by  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York.  But  it  appeared  to  him  that  the  object  of 
the  bill  would  be  more  effectually  attained,  and 
some  trouble  saved  in  perfecting  the  details  of  the 
reported  bill,  if  the  existing  law  were  re-enacted, 
with  the  additional  features  which  this  bill  j>ro- 
posed — the  present  bill  being  merely  an  extension 
of  the  principlcv  of  the  act  of  April,  1818.  Mr. 
B.  therefore  offered  an  amendment,  which  was 
substantially  to  re-enact  the  provisions  of  the  ex- 
isting act.  and  to  extend  it  so  as  to  apply  to  all  the 
ports  of  tne  British  West  Indies,  the  free  ports  as 
well  as  those  which  had  been  closed.  This  amend- 
ment was  supported  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  New  Yoik, 
who  added  a  few  remarks  to  what  had  been  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Brown,  in  explanation  of  the  ob- 
ject of  the  modification,  which  was  chiefly  to  ren- 
der the  hill  less  ambiguous  or  doubtful  than  it 
might  be  in  its  original  shape;  and  the  atnend- 
ment  was  adopted  without  objection. 

Mr.  Parrott,  after  a  few  remarks  to  show  the 
propriety  of  his  motion,  proposed  so  to  amend  the 
bill  as  to  extend  its  provisions  to  all  ports  and 
places  in  Upper  or  Lower  Canada  ^  but  subse- 
quently changed  it  so  as  to  apply  to  Lower  Can- 
ada only. 

The  oill  was  then  postponed  until  Monday. 

MISSOURI  EXPEDITION. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  mes»ge  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,*  announcing  their  disa- 
greement to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
military  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  Sanforu  moved  that  the  Senate  recede 
from  their  first  amendment,  increasing  the  appro- 

Sriation  from  three  hundred  thousand  to  four  nun- 
red  and  thirty  thousand  dollars  for  clothing  for 
the  Army. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate  or 
objection,  and  the  Senate  receded  therefrom  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  add  $50,000 
to  the  appropriation  for  the  Gtuartermaster  Gen- 
eral's department,  (with  the  view  of  enabling  the 
Executive  to  carry  the  Missouri  Expedition  to  the 
Mandan  Villages^though  $30,000  of  the  $50,000, 
it  is  contended,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the 
War  Department,  is  necessary^  to  maintain  the  ex- 
pedition at  the  Council  61ufl&.) 

On  this  amendment  Mr.  Sanford  moved  that 
the  Senate  do  insist. 
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Mr.  W11.8ON  observed  that  he  had  voted  for  the 
amendment  with  hearty  j^ood  will ;  but  as  the  House 
had  again  expressed  their  determination  not  to 
agree  to  this  appropriation,  he  thought  it  would 
be  useless  for  the  Senate  to  insist  on  it:  it  Was  a 
ground  from  which,  if  now  insisted  ob,  tne  Senate 
wovdd  inevitably  be  driven.  He  was  in  favor  of 
receding  at  once. 

Mr.  Dana  conceived  it  no  good  reason  for  re- 
ceding, because  it  was  said  the  Senate  would  in- 
evitably be  driven  from  their  ground,  after  ffiving 
up  one  half  the  points  in  controversy.  Mr.  D.  sup- 
ported the  expediency  of  the  amendment.  The 
greater  part  of  die  appropriation  would  be  neces- 
sary if  tne  expedition  proceeded  no  further  than 
the  Council  Bluffs,  where,  at  least,  all  a^eed  that 
it  might  remain — so  that  the  appropriation  of  the 
House  must  be  increased  whetner  the  expedition 
proceeded  any  higher  than  tl^at  point  or  not.  Mr. 
D.  thought  this  a  matter  on  whicJ^  the  Senate  had 
as  perfect  a  right  to  exercise  its  opinion  as  the 
other  branch,  and  he  would  not  give  up  that  opin- 
ion merely  because  the  other  House  dmered  wom 
it.  He  was  in  favor  of  a  conference,  when  the 
views  of  the  other  House  might  be  ascertained  and 
have  their  due  weight  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WrLBON  observed  that  the  House  had,  by 
two  votes,  declared  its  opposition  to  this  appropri-' 
ation ;  and  was  it  probable  he  asked,  after  tiiis  tnat 
they  would  recede  from  their  settled  opinion  ?  If 
not,  was  it  expedient  to  enter  into  a  contest  with 
them  in  a  matter  in  which  that  branch  was  very 
tenacious — ^the  appropriation  of  monejr?  The  ina- 
[ority  for  it  here  had  l}een  small;  and  it  was  inter- 
fering in  a  matter  which  many  concurred  was  the 

^culiar  prerogative  of  the  other  branch  j  and  un- 

[er  all  circumstances  Mr.  W.  thought  it  best  to 
concede. 

Mr.  BuftRiLL  remarked,  that  if  this  was  a  ques- 
tion whether  the  establishment  up  the  Missouri 
should  be  maintained,  it  was  one  6n  which  there 
should  be  a  conference.  But  this  was  a  subject 
on  which  both  Houses  nearly  agreed—the  only 
difference  was  a  question  of  ^20.000  more  chr  less, 
in  an  appropriation  for  a  particular  branch  of  ser- 
vice, ana  it  was  not  a  question  of  such  ffreat  import- 
ance as  to  entitle  it  to  a  conference  between  the 
two  Houi^es.  The  subject  involved  in  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  B.  observed,  was  one  entirely  under  the 
Executive  direction — the  disposition  of  the  army — 
but  in  the  exercise  of  which  the  Executive  would, 
no  doubt,  be  influenced  in  some  degree  by  the 
opinions  expressed  by  Congress.  He  desirea  that 
the  Senate  would  consider  it  merely  as  a  question 
on  $20,000,  as  it  certainly  was,  and  decide  on  it ; 
and  not  deem  it  of  sufficient  magnitude  to  ask  a 

conference  of  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Trimble  did  not  agree  that  this  was  merely 
a  question  of  $20,000,  but  one  which  involved  con- 
sequences of  great  importance  to  the  military  ser- 
vice. Mr.  T.  went  into  a  statement  of  the  esti- 
mates for  the  ftuartermaster's  department,  to  show 
this  amendment  was  in  part  necessary  for  tne  public 
service,  leaving  out  of  view  the  prosecution  of  the 
Missouri  Exp^ition  above  the  Council  Bluffs.  He 
hoped  the  Senate  would  insist  on  this  amendment, 


I 

Se( 
ei 


that  an  intermediate  sum  might  be  agreed  on.  be- 
tween $450,000  and  $500,000,  as  an  increase  of 
the  former  sum  was  absolutely  necessary. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  added  some  remarks  to  ^ow  that 
the  appropriation  for  recruiting  Uie  army  appear- 
ed to  DC  made  on  the  ground,  or  with  a  view  to 
the  diminution  of  the  arniy.  If  this  were  the  ef- 
fect, the  estimates  of  the  Q,uartermaster  General, 
which  were  predicated  on  the  existence  of  a  larger 
force,  would  he  more  than  adequate  for  the  actual 
strength  of  the  army,  which  would  probably  not 
exce^  six  thousand  men. 

Mr.  LoQAN  remarked,  as  this  was  not  a  question 
on  now  undertaking  or  authorizing  the  expedition 
up  the  Missouri,  but  on  appropriating  a  small  ad- 
ditional sum  for  an  object  which  had  already,  to  a 
great  extent,  been  carried  into  execution,  and  which 
was  of  great  national  importance,  he  was  in  favor  of 
insisting  on  the  amendment.  He  was  opposed  to 
stopping  the  expedition  at  t^e  Bluffs ;  approving  the 
poUcy  of  it,  as  originally  projected  by  the  Execu- 
tive, he  wished  the  expedition  prosecuted  to  the 
Mandan  Villages,  at  least.  This  would  cost  Imt 
little  more;  and,  if  not  granted,  that  which  had 
been  ali^dy  expended  would  be  almost  thrown 
away,  as  the  utility  of  the  expedition  would  be 
attamed  but  in  a  small  degree. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  did  not  think  this  was 
a  question  between  the  Council  Blufis  and  tl^e 
Mandan  villages — that  he  thought  settled.  But 
the  question  wa^  whether  the  Senate  should  insist, 
and  thus  come  to  an'  explanation  with  the  other 
House,  and  see  if  some  intermediate  sum  between 
$450,000  and  $500,000  was  not  necess^y  to  fulfil 
contracts  entered  into  by  the  Government,  and  in 
part  performed  by  the  contractors.  The  expedi- 
tion had  been  sanctioned  by  Congress  in  the  ap- 
propriations of  last  session,  and  the  Executive  had 
made  arrangements  and  engagements  for  carrying 
it  into  execution,  and  Congress  were  bound  in 
good  faith  to  make  the  appropriations  necessary 
to  fulfil  the^e  engagements.  He  was  opposed  to 
carrying  the  expedition  furtlier  than  the  Council 
Bluffs,  and  had  he  been  here  when  the  appropria- 
tion was  before  Congress  at  the  last  session,  should 
probably  have  been  against  the  expedition  alto- 
gether. But,  having  b^n  authorized,  he  wished  all 
the  contracts  entered  into  in  consequence  thereof, 
to  be  performed  in  good  faith  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  Eaton  thought  Mr.  Kino  mistaken  as  to 
contracts  to  be  fulfilled  by  the  Government.  Mr. 
E.  remarked  that  it  was  admitted,  that  if  the  ex- 

g edition  proceeded  no  further  than  the  Council 
luffsj  $30,000  more  than  the  other  House  had 
appropriated,  would  be  necessary  for  the  Q^uarter- 
master  General's  department — ^it  would  require  but 
$20,000  more  to  caxry  it  as  far  as  the  Mandan 
villages,  as  contemplated  by  the  War  Department. 
It  had  been  deemed  proper  by  the  committee  Co 
grant  this  considerable  sum  to  the  Executive,  to 
carry  into  effect  an  important  political  purpose.  Mr. 
E.  thought  Congress  ought  to  act  on  the  principle, 
not  in  immaterial  matters  to  thwart  the  arrange- 
ments intended  b^  the  Executive  for  public  good. 
Whether  the  object  of  the  Executive  would  be 
attained  by  this  expedition,  he  could  not  say ;  but 
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he  was  willing,  at  so  small  an  additional  expense, 
to  afford  the  opportonity.  He  hoped  the  Senate 
woold  insist  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  observed,  that  the  readiness  with 
which  the  Senate  had  receded  from  one  of  their 
amendments,  gave  abmidant  evidence  that  no  per- 
tinacity of  opinion  operated  here ;  and  that  a  re- 
fusal to  give  wav  on  this  point  was  induced  by  a 
firm  conviction  that  this  amendment  was  essential 
to  the  public  good.  Mr.  D.  knew  not  that  a  reduc- 
tion oi  the  Army  would  be  the  consequence  of  the 
limited  appropriation  for  the  recruiting  service ; 
bat  if  that  was  the  vieW  in  fixing  the  appropria- 
tion, let  the  Senate  come  at  once  to  the  conclusion 
that  the  Army  could  be  cut  down  by  withholding 
appropriations,  and  conform  their  practice  to  this 
mode  of  proceeding. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on  the 
amendment,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
ayes  21,  noes  13.  ^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  OTis,  a  conference  was  asked 
of  the  other  House,  on  the  disagreeing  vote ;  and 
Messrs.  Sanpoko,  Otis,  and  Dana,  were  ap- 
pointed managers  of  the  conference  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  took  up  the  disagreement  of 
the  other  House  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  making  ai^ropriations  to  the  civil  list, 
for  the  current  year — and,  on  motion,  receded 
therefrom. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Seiiate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wal- 
ker of  Georgia,  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
the  district  judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  rose  in  support  of  the 
expediency  of  this  bill ;  urgins  the  inadequacy  of 
the  compensation  now  allowed  to  the  judges  gen- 
oally ;  me  correct  policy  of  a  fair  and  liberal  com- 
pensation to  judicial  labors ;  the  importance  of 
those  labors,  &c.,  in  support  of  an  increase  of  the 
present  salaries. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill,  as  well  for  the  reason 
that  he  was  at  this  time  opposed  to  such  a  measure, 
as  because  (he  remainder  of  the  session  was  wanted 
for  other  and  more  important  business. 

A  very  long  debate  ensued  on  the  merits  of  the 
bill,  in  which  Messrs.  Walker  of  Georgia,  King, 
MoRRiL.  Smith,  MELLEN,XiANMAN,and  Roberts, 
principally  entered.  Before  taking  the  question, 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


Sato  Rn AY,  April  8. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Lemuel  Bent, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution^  that 
the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  renort  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  oANFonn,  firom  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Steele,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 


mittee on  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  ofilces  in  the  State  of  Alabama ; 
and  the  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  General  Convention 
of  the  Baptist  denomination,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  for  evangelical  and  literary  purposes,, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals,  near  Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire ;  and 
the  same  having  been  aiQended,  it  was  reported  to 
the  House  accordingly ;  and,  the  amendments  be- 
ing concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insi^  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  second  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  vear  1820 ;"  they  a^ee  to  the  con- 
ference on  the  aisagreeinff  votes  otthe  two  Houses 
on  said  amendment,  and  nave  appointed  managers 
at  the  said  conference  on  their  part. 

DISTRICT  JUDOEa 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain  district 
judges  of  the  United  States — the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  indefinitely  being  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  Walker^  of  Georgia^  spoke  at  some  length 
against  the  motion^  and  in  favor  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative— yeas  10. 

A  motion  to  postpone  the  bUl  to  Wednesday 
was,  after  some  debate,  also  negatived^— yeas  11. 

Mr.  Eaton  then  moved  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  to  divide  the  salaries  into  two 
classes,  according  to  the  extent  of  duties  incident 
to  the  different  districts,  giving  to  the  lowest  class 
$1,500,  and  the  highest  1(2,000;  but  subsequently 
withdrew  his  motion. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  fill  the  blanks 
with  the  sums  to  be  allowed  the  judges  respect- 
ively 5  and,  having  made  some  process, 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instructions  to  divide  the  salaries  into  four  classes, 
the  lowest  $1,500,  the  highest  $2,500— the  others 
intermediate  sums. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  amend  the  motion,  by 
striking  out  the  lowest  class. 

This  motion,  and  also  Mr.  Trimble's,  were 
successively  negatived,  after  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
cussion. 

The  Senate  then  went  on  in  filling  the  blanks. 
In  fixing  the  compensation  of  the  judges  in  the 
several  States,  a  great  deal  of  debate  took  place- 
almost  every  member  of  the  Senate  entering  into 
the  discussion,  as  the  court  of  each  State  passed 
successively  in  review ;  the  debate  turning  occa- 
sionally on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the 
extent  of  the  business  of  each  particular  State; 
the  compensation  necessary  in  various  sections, 
according  to  the  cost  of  living ;  th€  relative  amount 
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which  was  reasonable  and  proper;  and  on  the 
rarious  sums  which  were  proposed  and  tried  in  a 
majority  of  the  cases,  on  which  there  was,  of 
4;ourse,  much  difference  of  opinion.  The  salary  of 
each  judge  was  increased,  more  or  less,  except  that 
•of  the  judge  of  Louisiana.  He  now  receives  three 
thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  that  State, 
attempted  to  get  it  raised  to  $3,500,  but  failed,  as 
•did  motions  to  fix  it  at  intermediate  sums ;  and  it 
was  finally  left  at  $3,000. 

Another  motion  tq  postpone  the'  bill  indefinitely 
was  made  near  the  close  of  the  proceeding,  by  Mr. 
LowRiE,  but  failed — ^yeas  18,  nays  20;  and  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  resulted  in  nUing  the  blanks 
as  follows : 

To  the  judge  of  the  Maine  district,  $t,500. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Hamp.,  $1,600 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  MassachasetU,  $3,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Rhode  l[sland,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Connecticut,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Vermont,  $1,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  north  district  of  N.  York,  #2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  south  district  of  N.  York,  $3,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  New  Jersey,  $1,700. 
To  the  judge  of  the  east  district  of  Penn.,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  west  district  of  Penn.,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Delaware,  $1,700. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Maryland,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  the  east  district  of  Virginia,  $2,lO0. 
To  the  judge  of  the  west  district  of  Virginia,  $1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  North.  Carolina,  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  South  Carolina,  $2,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Georgia,  $2,300. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Kentucky^  $2,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Tennessee,  $2,000. 
To  the  iudge  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  $  1,800. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Louisiana,  $3,000. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Indiana,  $1,600. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  IlUnois,  $1,6  00. 
To  the  judge  of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  $2,100. 
To  the  judge  of  jthe  district  of  Alabama,  $2,000. 

The  l]lank  for  fixing  the  commencement  of  the 
new  salsuies  was  filled  with  the  30th  of  June  next; 
and  thus,  all  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  10. 

Mr.  BiLRBOUR  submitted  the  foUpwing  motions 
for  consideration : 

Reiohedt  That  the  Foderal  Oorernraent  is  a  Oov- 
eminent  of  limited  powers,  and  can  rightfully  exereise 
such  only  as  are  expressly  given  it  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  such  as  are  properly  incident  to  an  express 
power,  and  necessary  to  its  execution  : 

JUsohtd,  That  Congress  cannot,  constitutionally, 
pass  any  law  concerning  the  press ;  and,  therefore,  that 
the  Sedition  act  was  a  palpable  assumption  of  power, 
directly  at  variance  as  well  with  the.  spirit  as  the 
letter  of  the  Constitution :         t 

Reiohed,  That  where  the  people  of  the  United  States 
mte  endamaged  in  their  property,  by  unconstitutional 
exercises  of  authority,  and  such  damage  can  be  fixed 
with  certainty,  the  sufferers  are  entitled  to  indemnity, 
if  it  can  be  done  without  hazarding  the  public  weHare: 

Retohfd,  therefore,  That  the  amount  of  fines  collect- 
ed under  the  Sedition  aet  should  be  reAinded  to  those 
fiom  whom  they  were  exacted,  and  that  the  bMl  now 


E ending  before  the  Senate  for  the  relaef.of  Matthew 
yon  be  recommitted  to  the  committee  which  biooi^ 
it  in,  with  instructionfl  so  to  amend  it  aeto  embnico  all 
such  ^ 


Mr.  BARBOtTR  introduced  these  resolutions  from 
a'convictton,  long  ent^tained,  that  the  principle 
advanced  was  correct,  and  that  it  was  right  to 
mflike  general  provision  for  all  cases  eowaing  within 
the  purview  of  the  resolutions,  instead  of  legirfa- 
ting  for  them  individually,  as  they  were  presented 
for  rdief. 

The  resolutions  lie  upon  the  taWe. 

A  me^ge  from  the  House  of  Rqpresentatrres 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
.atires  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu ;''  a  bill  aiti- 
tied  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harv^ ;" 
a  bill  entiled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  WiUuun 
Coffin,  and  others;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Fielding  Jones ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Stanton  Sholes ;"  a  bill  en- 
titled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Samuel  B. 
Beallj"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  vt^ho  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  land  district;"  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood  ;"  a  bill 
enritled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Merrill ;" 
a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chs.  J.  Jones 
and  Richard  Buckner^  administrators  of  WilUam 
Jones ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
D.  Carter ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior. 
deceased;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reb'ef  of 
Joseph  M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  George  Skin- 
ner, deceased ;"  a  hill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  B.  Regnier;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  ot 
Columbia ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of 
Stockbridge  Indians,  residing  in  the  State  of  N)ew 
York ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
kanah  Finney  and  others :"  and  also  a  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  br  William  Pancost;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  bills  w^e  read,  and  sererally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill  entitled  *^n  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
de  Beaulieu"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill  entitled,"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck  . 
and  Harvey"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  Wm. 
Coffin,  and  others,"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bill  entitled  "Anactfortherelief  of  Finding 
Jones"  was  read  the  seeoi^d  time  by  unaaimoos 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claiiiis. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  i^icf  of  Cwp- 
tain  Stanton  Sholes"  was  read  the  second  tiine  by 
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unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fortherelief  of  Christo- 
pher Miller"  was  read  the  second  time  by  vnani- 
mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Beall"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside 
within  the  Vincennes  land  district,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
tha Flood"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Conmiittee  on 
Finance. 

The  hill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Merrill"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Nayal 
Affiiirs. 

The  Wn  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Chs. 
S.  Jones  and  Richard  Buckner,  junior,  adminis- 
trators of  William  Jones,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  tq  the 
Committee  on  Finance.     « 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
.  D.  Carter"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior,  de- 
ceased," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jo- 
seph M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  George  Skin- 
ner, deceased,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  referred  to  thesame  committee. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Regnier"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
Law  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Commiuee  on. the  District  or  Co- 
lumbia. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Willam  Pancost"  was  read  the  second  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  same  com- 
mittee. 
,  The  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jacob 
Konkopot,  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stodc- 
faridoe  Indians,  residing  in  the  State  of  New 
York,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AAun. 

The  bUl  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  El- 
kanah  Finneyr,  and  others,"  was  read  the  second 
time  by  unanimous,  consent,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  committee  to 
whom  wms  referred  the  |)etition  of  E.de  La  Fran- 
«ta,  were  discharged  mm  the  further  considera- 


tion thereof,  and  the  petitioner  had  leave  to  with- 
draw his  papers. 

The  bill  declaring  the  consent  of  Congress  to 
an  act  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  passed  the  19th  day 
of  December,  1818,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near  Ports- 
mouth, in  New  Hampshire,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  gave  notice  that 
to-morrow  he  should  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON,  Ac. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  renew  and  amend  the  charter  of  the 
City  of  Washington,  and  spent  some  time  in  dis- 
cussing various  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  amend- 
ments offered  to  them.  After  making  some  prog- 
ress, the  bill  was  laid  by  till  to-morrow ;  and  then 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Judiciary 
Committee  on  the  claim  of  John  H.  Piatt,  and  the 
bill  for  his  relief.  The  Senate  continued  until 
half  past  4  o'clock  in  a  laborious  discussion  of  the 
various  circumstances  involved  in  the  considera- 
tion of  this  claim.  Finally,  the  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading — ^yeas  24,  nays 
11,  as  follows  : 

TsAi— Bleasrs.  Brown,  Borrill,  Dana,  Diekeraon, 
Gaillard  Horsey,  Hnntor,  Johnson  of  Keniacky,  John* 
son  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Leake,  Logan, 
Noble,  Otis,  Panott,  Roberts,  Rugglet,  SaDfcwd,  Stokes, 
Thomas,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of  Missimppi, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats— ^Messrs.  Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanaan, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  MacoD»  Ploasants,  Smith,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Ten- 


Tuesday,  April  11. 

Mr.  Plbasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
B.  Timberiake,  made  a  rqwrt.  accompanied  by  a 
resolntion  that  tha  pnjet  of  the  petitioner^  so  fiur 
as  relates  to  the  two  last-named  grounds  ot  relief, 
ought  not  to  be  granted.  The  report  and  resolu- 
tion were  read. 

Mr.  Pleasants  also  rqKnrted  a  bill  concerning 
John  B.  Timberiake,  a  purser  in  the  Navy ;  and 
the  bill  was  read,  and  pasised  to  thesecond  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Misnssippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  refeored 
the  bill,  entitled  <*An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  B. 
Reffnier,"  reported  the  same  without  amendaoent. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfa- 
Torafale  to  the  petkkm  of  Lemuel  Bent,  was  taken 
up,  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sanfoud,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  amendment  to  the  military  appropriation  bill, 
made  a  report  that  the  conferees  had  "  met  and 
conferred  concerning  the  same,  and  that  they  were 
unable  to  eome  to  any' agreement  thereupon." 

The  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SAMFoan,  from  the  Committee  of  Finance^ 
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reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  tke  expense  of  survey- 
ing certain  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina. 

Ag;reeabl)r  to  notice,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky, 
iiayinff  obtained  leave,  introduced  a  bill  relative  to 
the  Arkansas  Territory.  These  bills  were  severally 
read. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt, 
was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the 
other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Afiairs,  adverse  to  the  expediency 
of  abolishing  the  system  of  Indian  trade  as- estab- 
lished bv  the  act  or  1811. 

Mr.  Trimble  observed  that  it  had  been  his  inten- 
tion to  oppose  this  report,  and  move  its  recommit- 
ment, with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  abolish 
the  mesent  system  of  Indiim  trade,  and  substitute 
a  different  system ;  but,  as  the  session  ^was  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  and  a  great  deal  of  information  had 
b^  called  for  on  the  subject  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  which  it  would  be  necessary  to 
possess  before  acting  on  the  system  of  Indian  trade, 
ne  would  waive  his  opposition  tiow.  and  let  the 
report  pass.  The  subject  could  be  taken  up  at  the 
next  session. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

CHARTER  OF  WASHINGTON. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  renew  and  extend  the  charter  of  the 
•  City  of  Washington,  and  continued  occupied  for 
several  hours  in  an  examination  of  the  details, 
which  are  very  numerous,  as  the  bill  embraces 
most  of  the  provisions  of  the  late  charter,  with 
sundry  additions.  On  some  of  these  a  good  deal 
of  deoate  took  place,  particularly  on  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  Corporation  to  raise  ten 
thousand  dollars  a  year  by  way  of  lottery,  for  cer- 
tain purposes,  to  be  approved  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  This  power  formed  part  of  the 
late  charter,  in  existence  twenty  years^  but  has  not 
until  lately  been  exercised.  Being  mcorporated 
in  this  bUl,  also,  Mr.  Bdrrill  proposed  to  ex- 

Iiunge  it ;  and  the  question  was  argued  at  much 
ength.  The  motion  was  finally  negatived— ayes 
14,  noes  21. 

Mr.  MoBRiL  moved  to  extend  the  right  of  suf- 
frage in  the  city  to  all  free  white  male  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
having  resided  in  the  city  one  year  before  the  time 
of  voting,  without  any  property  or  other  (qualifica- 
tion than  above  stated,  instead  of  requiring  that 
they  shall,  in  addition  to  this  qualification,  have 
been  assessed  to  a  c^tain  amount,  and  have  paid 
a  tax. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Morril 
and  Lloyd,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burbill 
and  Horsey  ;  and  was  negatived,  only  three  or 
four  risinff  in  favor  of  it 

ThebiO  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading  as  amended. 

NAVIGATION  BILL. 
The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  supplementary  to  the  "act  concerning  navi- 
gation.'' 


Mr.  Brown  observed  that,  on  reflection,  and 
consultation  with  the  friends  of  the  bill,  it  was  be- 
lieved the  amendment  sujg^gested  by  Mr.  Puibott 
when  the  bill  was  last  taken  up,  to  extend  its  pro- 
visions to  the  British  ports  in  Lower  Canada*  mi^ht 
prove  useful — he  moved  an  amendment  having 
that  obiect  j  which  was  agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  to  the  bill,  adopted  by  the 
committee,  having  been  agreed  to  in  the  Senate, 
the  question  was  stated  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Dana  wished  only  to  remark,  that  he  should 
vote  for  the  bill^  though  he  had  not  entire  confi- 
dence in  its  efficiency ;  he  did  not  think  it  compre- 
hensive enough,  or  that  it  went  far  enough  to  effect 
its  object. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Bunill,  Duia«  Didi- 
erson,  EatOn,  Edwsrds,  Elliot,  Gailkrd,  Horaev  Hun- 
ter, Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  king  of 
New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Boggles,  danibrd,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Ticbenor,  Trimble.  Van  Pyke,  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  Walker  oi  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Ten* 
nessee — 40. 

Nat— Mr.  Wilson. 

DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  certain 
district  judges--the  question  bein^  on  concurring 
in  the  sums  with  which  the  blanKs  were  filled  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Attempts  were  made  to  reduce,  in  some  instances, 
and  in  others  to  augment  the  sums  voted  in  com- 
mittee. The  only  chan^,  however,  which  were 
effected  were  in  the  salaries  proposed  for  the  judges 
in  Massachusetts  and  North  Carolina — ^the  &st 
was  raised,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oti8,  from  $2,100  to 
$2,300 ;  and  the  second,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stokes, 
jfrom  $2,000  to  $2,100.  These  and  other  proposi- 
tions produced  considerable  discussion  as  to  the 
extent  of  duties,  &c.  of  different  judges. 

The  question  being  at  length  taken  on  orderin^i^ 
the  bill  to  be  engrdssed  and  read  a  third  time,  it 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard* 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  Johnson  of 
Lonisiana.King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  MeUen, 
Otis,  Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennes- 
see— ai. 

Nats— Messrs.  Barbour,  Barrill,  Dana,  Diokerson, 
Eaton,  King  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Ma- 
con, Merril,  Noble,  Pahner,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Robeits, 
Haggles,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Walker  of  AUbana,  and 
Wilson— »1. 

The  Senate  being  thus  equally  divided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 


Wednesuay,  April  12. 
Mr.  Noble  presented  the.  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Vincennes,  and  its  vicinity,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana,  descendanto  of  French  parents, 
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and  first  settlers  of  the  country  on  the  Wabash  and 
adjacent  wafers,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made,  authorizing  the  constituted  authorities  at  the 
next  treaty  to  be  holden  with  the  Miami  and  neigh- 
boring tribes,  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  other  pur- 
poses, to  appropriate  and  secure  for  the  use  of^the 
memorialists  and  their  descendants,  such  portion 
of  land  as  the  natives  may  be  willing  gratuitously 
to  convey;  or  such  other  provision  as  za^y  be 
deemed  ^ropeiy  to  compensate  them  for  their  various 
losses,  privations,  services,  fidelity,  and  sufferings ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Roberts,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Fieldinj^  Jones  j"  the  bill  entitled 
'♦An  act  for  the  relief ofCaptain  Stanton  Sholes;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 
and  representatives  of  Isaac  Melchior,  deceased ;" 
and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  M.  Skinner,  administrator  of  George 
Skinner,  deceased ;"  reported  the  same,  repectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

IU9olved  bjf  the  SenaU,  That  the  practice  of  daelliog 
is  inhuman,  unmoral^  and  censurable. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  be  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army,  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon  who  have  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  directly  or  indirectly,  engaged  in 
a  duel,  or  who  may  have  been,  or  hereafter  may  be, 
in  any  way  or  manner  accessary  thereto. 

Mr,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Christopher 
Miller,"  reported  the  same,  without  amendment. 

The  bill  relative  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Conamit- 
tee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  Pen- 
sions, reported  a  bill  concerning  invalid  pei^oners; 
and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  bill  to  increase  the  compensation  of  the  judges 
of  the  orphans'  courts  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H.,  the  blanks  in  the  bill  were 
so  filled  as  to  fix  the  compensation  of  these  officers, 
at  six  dollars  a  day  for  every  day  they  attend  to 
the  execution  of  their  duties,  (it  is  now  tour  dollars) 
payable  out  of  the  coimty  treasury. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  bie  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kino,  of  Ala- 
bama, took  up  the  bill  to  establish  additional  land 
offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;  and  after  some 
discussion  of  its  details,  and  some  also  on  the  ex- 
pediency of  the  bill,  it  was  laid  over  until  to-mor- 
xow,  to  give  time  for  the  preparation  of  some  amend- 
ments which  were  suggested. 

The  engrossed  bill  supplementary  to  the  "  act 
coQcerninff  navigation :"  and  the  en^ssed  bill  to 
establish  Uie  district  ot  Pearl  river,  m  Mississippi, 
were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  House  of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 


The  bill  for  granting  a  pre-emption  right  to 
William  Conner  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion, 
postponed  indefinitely. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Solomon  Prevost,  and 
the  bill  fop  the  relief  of  Alexander  Milne,  were 
severally  considered,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

Some  progress  was  made  in  the  bills  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez,  and  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  de 
la  Ronde. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  to  ascertain 
and  desi^ate  the  boundary  line,  between  the 
States  of  Indiana  and  Illinois.  Some  debate  took 
place  on  this  bill,  on  a  point  made  by  l^f  r.  King, 
of  New  York,  who  doubted  the  power  of  Congress 
to  establish  tne  dividing  line  between  two  sove- 
r^iffn  States  of  the  Union,  and  did  not  believe  that 
such  survey  would  be  valid,  if  its  accuracy  were 
questioned  by  either  of  the  States  concemea.  He 
was  answered  by  Messrs.  EnwARUs,  Noble, 
Thomas,  Smith,  and  Rugoles,  who  urged  the 
compact  made  on  this  subject;  the  petitions  to 
Congress  by  the  States  concerned  that  Congress 
would  have  this  line  ascertained ;  that  all  which 
was  necessary  was  to  run  a  meridian  line  from  a 
certain  point ;  that  there  was  not  the  least  dispute 
about  the  boundary,  which  the  ascertainment  of  a 
line  North  and  South  would  establish  incontro- 
vertibiy ;  that  there  were  precedents  for  the  act. 

The  question  bein^  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  en^ossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in 
the  amrmative — yeas  17,  nays  14. 

MILITARY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

The  Senate  then,  on  nootion  of  Mr.  Sanforu, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses^  on  the. amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  military  appropriation  hill. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  mov^  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
the  said  amendment 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  having  premised 
that  he  had  not  before  troubled  the  Senate  with 
any  remarks  on  this  subject,  submitted  a  few  ob- 
servations to  show  that  as  the  other  House  had 
manifested  so  decided  an  opposition  to  the  prose- 
cution of  the  Missouri  Exp^ition  above  the  Uoun- 
cil  Blufis,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  the  Executive 
would,  from  respect  for  that  decision,  not  desire 
at  present  to  go  bevond  that  point ;  that  the  House 
had  also  decided  tnat  they  approved  this  ejq)edition 
as  far  as  the  Council  Blufis ;  that  the  Senate  had 
yielded  to  the  House,  the  first  point,  but  thought 
U  important  that  a  sufficient  sum  should  be  appro- 
priated to  support  the  expedition  at  the  Coimcil 
Blufis,  and  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
comply  with  obligations  entered  into  according  to 
law;  that  this  object  required  but  $30,000  more 
than  the  House  had  agreed  to ;  and  he  tnought,  if 
the  Senate  would  stillinsist  on  its  amendment,  so 
as  to  bring  the  subject  again  before  the  conmiittee 
of  conference,  an  arrangement  would  be  agreed 
to  by  which  this  sum  would  be  yielded  by  the  other 
House,  seeing  that  the  Senate  had  yielded  to  the 
House  in  its  views  as  related  to  the  Mandan  vil- 
lages, &c.    He  therefore,  with  these  views,  hoped 
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the  Senate  would  not  recede,  but  would  again 
insist  on  their  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  receding  from 
the  amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
yeas  22. 


THUftSDAY,  Aprfl  13. 

The  Prebibent  communicated  the  memorial 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Territory  of  Arkan- 
sas, praying  an  act  explanatory  of  the  acts  provid- 
ing lor  their  territorial  form  of  government ;  and 
also  another  memorial  of  the  same  Liegislature, 
praying  the  grant  of  certain  sections  of  land  for  a 
seat  oigt^emment  and  other  public  purposes ;  and 
the  memorials  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
^ould  ask  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  the- 
powers  of  the  commissioners.  &r  ascertaining  and 
tlecidmg.on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands  in 
the  district  of  Detroit,  and  to  pravtde  for  the  ad- 
justment of  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan. 

Mr.  LowRiE  presented  the  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  &e  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that 
'  a  duty  of  ten  per  centum  may  be  laid  on  all  sales, 
except  sherifis'  sal^ ;  and  also  the  petition  of  the 
printers  and  booksellers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
preying  that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on 
paper  imported  into  the  United  States ;  and  the 
petitions  were  read,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Leake^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot  and  others,  of  the  nation  of  Stock- 
bridge  Indians^  residing  in  the  State  of  New  York,'' 
reported  the  same  witnout  Bmendment.  accompa- 
nied by  a  report  on  the  subject  thereor;  and  the 
report  was  read. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Leaks,  the  Committee  on 
Indian  A&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  remon- 
strance of  Samuel  Blackburn  and  x>thers.  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  BuKBiLL  sutoitted  the  following  motion 
fdr  consideration,  as  an  additkm  to  the  eleventh  of 
the  standing  raks  of  the  Senate : 

Tfaftt  when  a  motion  shall  be  mado  that  a  bill,  reso- 
ItttSoD,  or  report,  shall  lie  on  the  tftMorihe  qneetion 
•hall  be  deelded  without  debsto. 

The  Presibent  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Susannah  Stewart;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  coiisideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  AffaLre.  to 
'vimom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  B.  Tim- 
berlake ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  rderred  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Kennedy,  of  Philadelphia,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motions  of  the  12th  instant,  in  relation  to  duelling; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Morril,  the  further  con- 


sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  Wednesday 
next. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dm- 
trict  of  Cohonnbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bilL 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  Law  and 
Jonathan  Elliot,  citizens  of  the  City  of  Washing, 
ton,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  reported  tfe 
same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  John  Rodriguez^  and  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and -ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  txok'^ 

The  bill  concerning  John  B.  Timberlake,  a  pur- 
ser in  thb  Navy,  was  read  the  second  time. 

A  messajQ^e  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Jonn  Mc- 
Grew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Bdey 
Cheney ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Abij^h  llunt  and  William  Gordon 
Forman ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  giving  the  ri^t 
of  pre-empti<)n  to  James  Shields;"  a  bill  entiued 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  BicMey  and  Ca- 
tharine Clark,  administratrix  of  John  Clark,  de- 
ceased ;"  a  bill  entitled  " Au  act  for  the  relief  of 
Angus  O.  Eraser  and  othets ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to  issue  let- 
ters jpatent  to  Henry  Burdin:"  a  bill  entided  "An 
act  tor  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Institute,  es- 
tablished for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences  in 
the  City  of  Washington ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  alter  the  times  of  the  session  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  in  the  District  of  Cbhmibili;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  parted  the 
ffkbe  of  Rock  Creek  church,  in  the  county  of 
Wa^iington,  and  District  of  Columbia;"  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  concerning^  the  banks  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes  ;**  a  bill 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter, 
late  paymaster  of  the  third  reffim^t  of  New  York 
volunteers;"  a  bill  entitled  **An  act  for  the  rdief 
of  Joseph  Bruce ;"  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  ^r  the 
relief  of  Thomas  C.  Witheics;"  a  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George 
Miller;"  and,  dso,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
rdief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  deceased ;"  in 
which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
^SeBate.  They  have  also  passed  the  bill  which 
originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  twentkth  day 
of  April,  1818,  entitlea  'An  act  supj^ementary  to 
an  actj  ^titled  *An  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  second 
day  of  March,  1799,"  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  "said  amend- 
ment, and  concurred  therein. 

The  fifteen  bills  last  broi»ht  upfor  concurrence 
were  read,  and  they  severally  pa^ed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill  enthled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Be- 
ley  Cheney;"  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  WilKam  Gor- 
don Forman ;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entided  "An  act 
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giving  the  ru^ht  of  pre-emption  to  James  Shiefcls," 
were  seYeralljr  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
coiksent,  and  respectively  referred  to  me  Commit- 
tee on  Publw  Lands. 

The  bitl  entitled  ''An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of 
John  Cbrky  deceased  f  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ad^s  O.  Fraser  and 
others,"  were  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 

l*he  bill  entitled  ''An  act  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Henry 
BuriSn,"  was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures. 

^  The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Columbian  Institute,  establisned  for  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences  in  the  City  of  Watmington ;" 
the  bill  ^titled  "An  act  concerning  the  banks  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  tne  sale  of 
part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  church,  in  the 
coun^  of  Washington^  and  District  of  Columbia ;" 
and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
times  of  the  sessiou  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  were  severally  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Baxter,  late  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment 
of  New  York  volunteers :"  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Josepn  Bruce  p  the  bilLenti- 
tled  "An  act  for  the  rehef  of  Thomas  C.  With- 
ers;"  and,  also,  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Daniel  Converse  and  George  Miller;" 
wece  severally  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the  jDommit- 
tee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  John  Heaps,  deceased,"  was  read  the 
second  time  by  unanimous  consent  and  referred 
td  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  renew  and  extend  the  char- 
ter of  the  City  of  Washington  was  read  the  third 
time.  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Roberts,  and 
agreed  by  general  consent  to  be  considered,  so  to 
amend  the  bill  that  in  case  anv  naval  or  military 
officer  of  the  United  States  snail  be  dected  an 
alderman  of  the  city,  such  officer  shall  not  exer- 
cise the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace^  (as  other 
aldermen  are  hereafter,  exoficioy  to  exercise,)  which 
amendment  was,  after  some  debiate,  agreed  to — ayes 
14,  noes  9 ;  and  thus  amended,  the  bill  was  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  qoncurrence. 

The  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 
of  the  orphans*  court  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandria  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  ascertain  and  designate  certain  bounda- 
ries was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  the  ^district  of  Pearl  river 
was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  concerning  Arkansas  Territory  (apply- 
ing to  that  Territory  the  provisions  of  tne  act  of 
June  4th,  1812,  as  modified  by  the  act  of  April  ^9, 
1816,  for  the  government  of  the  Territory  of  Mis- 
souri,) was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tucky, taken  up,  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sol- 
omon Prevost  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Alex- 
ander Milne  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed* 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  coutaining  a  list  of  unpro- 
ductive post  roads  for  the  year  1819 ;  and  the  re- 
port was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed,,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  establish 
additional  land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama, 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it  . 
wsLs  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossecL  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition  of  David  Ellis 
and  others,  merchants,  distillers,  and  owners  of  dis- 
tilleries, in  the  town  of  Boston  and  its  vicinity, 
praying  that  the  duty  on  molasses  may  not  be  in- 
creased;  and  the  petition  was  read,  aud  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. 

Mr.  Oi^s  also  presented  the  petition  of  Elij^- 
let  Loud  and  others,  of  the  town  of  Weymouth^ 
in  Massachusetts,  stating  that  their  ship  cailled  the 
"  Commerce"  was  unjustly  taken  possession  of  by 
a  Russian  gun-boat,  at  tne  island  of  Corfu,  and 
there  condemned,  in  the  year  1807 ;  from  which 
an  ai^eal  was-  made  to  tne  Court  at  St.  Peters- 
burgf  upon  which  no  decision  can  be  had ;  and 
praying  the  interposition  of  the  Government  to 
obtain  redress,  and  the  petition  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  oi  State,  to  consider  and  re- 
port thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Pi^ASANTs,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfiQ&irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
''An  act  for  the  relief  of  James  Merrill,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  xelief 
of  Pierre  Dennis  de  la  Ronde,  and  the  same  hav- 
ing been  amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House ; 
and,  the  amendment  being  concurred  in,  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the; consideration  of  the  bill  to  estaUish 
the  district  of  Blakely ;  and  the  same  haying  been 
amended,  it  was  reported  to  the  House  ^  and,  the 
amendments  being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled seamen. 

The  bill  is  long,  and  embraces  numerous  pro- 
visions, in  the  discussion  and  amendment  of  which, 
Messrs.  Elliot,  Plbasants,  Dickerson,  Lan- 
kan, Mbllen,  Bubrill,  and  Macon,  took  an 
active  part. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  waa  post- 
poned tiH  to-morrow. 
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DISTRICT  JUDGES. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  rose  and  adverted  to 
the  decision  of  the  Senate  on  Tuesday,  bjr  which 
the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  judges 
was  rejected.  On  ordering  that  bill  to  a  third 
reading,  the  Senate  were  equally  divided,  and  the 
bill  was  of  course  lost  by  want  of  a  majority  in  its 
favor,  though  there  was  not  a  majority  against  it. 
This  bein^  an  unprecedented  case  in  the  Senate, 
Mr.  W.  wished  to  know  if  it  was  competent  for  a 
member  on  either  side  of  a  question  on  which  there 
was  no^  majority,  to  move  a  reconsideration  there- 
of, under  the  rule  which  only  says  that  a  member 
voting  with  the  majority  may  move  a  reconsider- 
ation. 

The  Prbsideivt  decided  that  it  was  conforma 


as  those  opposed  to  the  bill  had  succeeded  in  de- 
feating itj  even  though  not  a  majority*,  it  would  be 
in  order  tor  any  member  who  voted  on  that  side 
of  the  questibn  to  move  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  Barbour,  then,  who  had  voted  against  the 
bill,  to  accommodate  Mr.  Walker,  (who  was  pre- 
cluded by  the  decision  from  making  the  motion,) 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  Tuesday  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

This  motion  prevailed,  and  the  question  then 
recurred  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 


Friday,  April  14. 

Mr.  RuQGLEs  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commission- 
ers for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the  rights  of 
persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of*  Detroit, 
and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to 
land  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan ;  and  the 
bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  petition  of  Greorge 
Jackson,  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  compensa- 
tion for  the  use  of  a  wagon  and  team,  and  for  four 
horses,  which  were  lost  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  during  the  late  war ;  and  the  petition 
was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Trimble,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to. inquire  into  the  expedi- 
eacy  of  providing  bylaw  for  the  payment  of  sixty 
dollars  to  Christian  Wilman,  for  a  horse  which  he 
lost  while  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  late  war. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  13th  instant,  for  amending  the  elev- 
enth of  the  standing  rules  of  the  Senate ;  and,  on 
motion,  bv  Mr.  Wilson,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners  was  read 
the  second  time. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Leander  Cath- 
cart  J  and  the  same  was  twice  read  by  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  r^fulate  the 


fees  of  the  clerk  and  marshal  for  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana; 
and,  also,  the  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and,  also,  to  make 
further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy, 
reported  the  same,  respectively,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  D1CKER8ON.  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,'  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Coffin  and  others;'*  and,  also,  the  biU  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  Elbmah  Finney  and 
others,"  reported  the  same,  respectively,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
inittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  tor  the  relief  of  John  Mc- 
Grew,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley 
Cheney;"  and,  also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  giT- 
ing  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James  ShieWs," 
reported  the  same,  respectively,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  satne  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William 
Gordon  Forman,"  reported  the  same  with  an 
amendment;  which  was  read. 

CLOTHING  OP  THE  ARMY. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  then 
proceeded  to  tne  consideration  of  the  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  clothing  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
in  domestic  manufactures ;  which  bill  is  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted,  4*^.,  That,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  the  Secretary  of  War  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorized  and  required  to  cause  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  to  be  clothed  in  articles  of  domestic 
manufacture,  so  fiur  as  the  same  can  be  procured  in 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  for  reasons  which  he  submitted  at 
large,  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

On  thb  motion  a  debate  ensued,  embracing  in 
its  scope  the  general  policy  of  am)rding  furUier 
encouragement  to  domestic  manufactures,  and  the 
various  considerations  connected  with  that  broad 
question,  as  well  as  on  the  particular  merits  of  this 
bill.  Tne  bill  was  supported  much  at  large  by 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  Burrill,  Trimble.  Morril. 
and  KiiNG,  of  New  York,  and  in  a  few  mcidental 
remarks  bv  Mr.  Rugoles.  The  biU  was  opposed 
as  earnestly  and  fully  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of 
Tennessee,  Smith,  and  Macon.  The  debate  con- 
tinued till  half  past  3  o'clock;  when,  the  question 
being[  taken  on  the  indefinite  pos^nement  of  the 
bill.  It  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Messrs.  Barbpar»  Brown«  Elliot,  Gaillaid^ 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd, 
M«con,  NoUe,  PleasanU,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Horsey,  Hnnter,  Johnson  of'.Kentucky, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Motril, 
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OlU,  Palmer,  PamroU,  Roberto,  Rngglei,  San  lord, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Djke,  and  Wil- 
aon — 24. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  to  remoye  some  of  the  objec- 
tions which  had  been  urged  against  the  bill,  and 
make  it  more  generally  acceptable,  mored  to  divest 
it  in  part  of  its  imperatiye  character  by  modifying 
the  bill  to  read,  ''so  far  as  the  same  can  he  pro- 
cured at  as  reasonable  prices  as  similar  articles  of 
foreign  manufacture." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimplb, 
and  Mr.  Dickbrbon  ;  but,  before  the  question  Was 
taken,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Sa^tdbday,  April  15. 

Mr.  LowRiB  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Penn- 
sylvama  Society  for  the  encouragement  of  Ameri- 
can manufactures,  praying  that  i^uch  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  tariff  may  be  lOAde.  as  will  secure  to  all 
persons  interested  m  agriculture,  raantufactures, 
and  oonHnerce,  a  full  and  equal  share  of  protec- 
tion ;  and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to 
the  Uommittee  on  Commerce  ana  Manufactures  . 

Mr.  JoHicsoK.  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing motion  tor  consiileration : 

IU»ohed,  That  the  Secretory  of  War  be  ditected  to 
report  to  the  Senate,  at  an  eartj  day  of  the  next  eet- 
lion,  a  system,  in  his  opinion,  beet  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  tonitoriai  frontier  of  tbe  United  Skates,  deaig- 
nating  the  petto  heretofore  established  for  that  purpose ; 
with  a  comparative  view  of  the  expenditures  and  ad- 
▼antoges  which  might  result  from'  any  change  that 
may  be  contemplated  in  such  militory  frontier,  par- 
ticttlarly  embracing  the  country  watered  by  the  Mis- 
sissippi and  ito  tributary  streams* 

The  bill  to  reviye  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the  rights 
of  persons  claiming  lands  in  the  district  of  Detroit, 
and  to  proyide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims  to 
lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
the  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  t«ands. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  tlie 
state  of  the  joumab  of  the  Senate,  preceding  the 
year  1814;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  John  Rodriguez  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Pierre  Dennis  de  ht 
Ronde  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  e^ablish  the  District  of  Blakely  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in 
the  Sti^  of  Alabama  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
pttased. 

The  bill  relatiye  to  the  Arkansas  Territory  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Macon,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  biU  making  an  appropriation  fhr  carry  in£  into 
effect  certain  sunreys  of  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina, directed  by  a  resdution  of  Congress  of  the 
last  session ;  when,  for  the  purpose  of  offering  some 
amendmento  to  extend  the  bill  to  two  or  three 
similar  cases,  in  which  objects  authorized  by  law 


require  specific  appropriations,  which  Mr.  Dana 
wished  to  prepare,  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  amendments  were  subsequently  offered  by 
Mr.  Dana,  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  the  memorial  of  certein 
stockholders  of  the  banks  in  Alexandria,  and  others, 
deeply  interested  in  the  prosperity  of  that  town, 
recommending  certain  amendments  to  the  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatiyes,  entitled  "An  act 
concerning  the  Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  and  the  memorial  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Rewolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  requested  to  require  from  the  oEbers  of 
each  bank  in  the  said  District  now  applying  to  Con- 
gress for  a  renewal  of  ito  charter,  an  attested  list  of  ito 
stockholders,  with  the  amount  due  to  the  bank  from 
each  stockhokler;  sUtiog  whether  any  part  of  the 
stock  is  form^y  or  Tirtaally  pledged  for  the  payment 
thereof. 

Reiohftd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  l*reasary  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement, 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  snbeoribed  and  paid 
into  each  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
time  and  mode  in  which  the  same  has  been  paid,  speci- 
fying such  parte  thereof  as  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and 
such  parts  which  have  been  paid,  or  which  consist  in 
stock  notes,  or  any  ether  nominal  capital ;  and  that 
he  be  requested  farther  to  report  whetner  any,  and,  if 
any,  which  of  said  banks  have,  by  themselves  or  their 
agentfty  purchased  in  the  stocks  of  their  respective 
banks,  and  to  report  the  amount,  if  iMiy,  so  purchased  • 

Mr.  Smith  submitted  the  following  motion  for 
consideration : 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judidary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  or  what,  further  laws  lire 
necessary  to  give  facility  to  the  surrender  of  any 
"  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State  under  . 
the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,"  to  his  or  her 
proper  owner ;  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

DISABLED  SEAMEN. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Mr.  Parrott  moyed  to  amend  the  bill  by  guid- 
ing thereto  the  following  section : 

And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That,  from  and  after  the 
thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the  master  of  every 
boat,  rail,  or  flat,  which  shall  go  down  the  Mississippi 
to  New  Orleans,  shaU,  on  his  arrival  at  that  port,  ren- 
der to  the  collector  thereof  an  account  of  the  number 
of  persons  employed  on  board  such  boat,  raft,  dr  flat, 
and  the  time  that  each  person  has  been  so  employed ; 
which  account  ahall  be  verified  by  the  oath  of  such 
maater,  and  shall  pay  to  the  said  collector  at  the  rate 
of  twenty-five  cento  per  month  for  every  person  so 
employed ;  which  sum  he  is  authorized  to  retoin  out 
of  the  wages  of  such  person ;  and  if  any  such  master 
shall  fail  to  render  an  account,  or  shall  render  a  false 
account,  of  the  number  of  persons  employed,  and  of 
the  length  of  time  they  have  been  severally  employed, 
as  is  herein  required,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars;  Which  sam,  together  with  all 
other  fines  and  penalties  recovered  by  virtue  of  this 
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ftot^  shall  mmke  apart  of  the  faid  gesetalftuid:  Prih 
vUUd,  That  all  penoiM  amplojed  ia  naYigating  aack 
boat,  raft,  or  flat,  shall  be  considered  as  seamen  of  the 
United  States,  and  entitled  to  the  relief  extended  by 
this  act  to  sick  and  disabled  seamen. 

Mf.  LoQAN  opposed  thi$  aioendmeat,  on  the 
grouod  that  it  would  be  umust  to  tax  a  peo^e  for 
an  object  in  the  benefits  of  wluch  they  could  not 
or  would  not  ever  participate. 

Mr.PARROTT  replied,  that  suob  a  proviaioQ  was 
contained  in  the  existing  laws  on  the  subject,  and 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  retain  it  in  the  present 
bill ;  and  aigued  to  show  thai  the  Marine  Hospital 
of  New  Orleans  would  often  afford  jelief  to  sick 
and  destitute  boatinen,  dbc 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  did  net  say  the 
provision  would  not  be  productive  of  good,  but  it 
was  certainly  new^  as  the  boatmen  were  not  now 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  marine  hospital,  that 
being  confined  to  registered  seamen.  He  moved, 
therefore,  the  postponement  of  the  bill  to  Monday, 
that  the  amendment  might  be  printed ;  "which  mo- 
tion prevailed,  and  the  bill  was  postponed  accord- 
ingly- 

HEIBB  OF  £.  dc  W.  WINTEIL 

The  Senate  took  up  the  Inll  to  authorize  the 
l^ral  representatives  of  Blisha  Winter  and  Wil- 
liam Winter  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  in  the 
nature  of  a  petition  of  a  rigbt  against  the  United 
States, 

This  is  a  claim  of  great  magnitude,  and  has  been 
before  Congress  for  many  successive  years.  It  is 
for  40  less  than  one  million  of  acres  of  land  in 
ArksLUsas,  the  title  to  which  is  derived  under  a 
Spanish  ^rant.  The  legality  of  the  title  to  the 
extent  claimed  turns  on  the  construction  of  one  or 
two  words  of  the  grant,  which,  rendered  into  Eng- 
lish, are  "  one  thousand  arpens  of  land  square," 
upon  which  a  question  arises,  whether  the  grant 
intended  to  convey  a  thousand  square  acres,  or,  as 
the  claimants  allege,  a  thousand  acres  square, 
which,  of  course,  is  the  diflerence  between  one 
thousand  and  one  million  of  acres. 

Mr.  Roberts  stated  some  objections  to  this  re- 
port, to  the  course  proposed  bf  tne  bill,  and  to  the 
validity  of  the  claim  set  up  to  an  extent  of  terri- 
tory almost,  he  said,  eqoial  to  an  empire. 
,  Mr.  Hunter  replied  at  copsaderame  length,  de- 
tailing the  grounds  on  which  the  committee  found- 
ed their  report,  and  ^teiing  somewhat  into  the 
merits  of  the  claim.  After  an  elaborate  and  mi- 
nute investiflfttion  of  the  evidence  adduced  by  the 
claimants,  the  committee  would  have  felt  tnem- 
selvcB  bound,  had  they  been  obliged  to  pronounce 
an  opinion,  to  say  that  the  claim  was  a  just  and 
equitable  one ;  but,  as  all  the  evidence  was  exjpa^ 
it  was  thou^t  best  to  refer  it  to  a  judicial  mvcs- 
tifration,  where  the  United  Sttites  cotild  be  aWe  to 
adduce  any  counteracting  evidence  which  mijght 
be  within  their  reach.  The  interest  of  the  United 
States  required  this  course,  as  it  was  not  possible 
that  Congress  could  do  justice  to  the  public :  they 
rarely  had  any  thing  to  guide  them  but  the  in- 
terested statements  and  ex  parte  testimony  of  the 
petitioners.    Congress  was,  from  its  constitution, 


nol  a  fit  tribunal  to  deoide  such  claims,  and  par* 
ticularly  claims  of  such  enormous  extent  as  the 
present  one,  dbc. 

Mr.  BtiowN  made  some  remarks  on  the  pcaodce 
of  t1^  Spanish  Governors  of  Louisiana  in  makinjg 
grants  of  land,  the  circumstances  in  which  this 
grant  originated,  &c.,  to  show  that  this  claim  rested 
on  reasonable  grounds,  and  had  sufficient  evidence 
to  establish  its  justice. 

The  bill  was  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson^  of 
Louisiana,  who  wished  to  meke  sim'dar  provision 
for  other  cases,  postponed  to  Monday^ 

CLOTHING  OP  THE  ARMT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  Mr.  WalkeH,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair, 
the  biU  ta  provide  for  clothing^  the  Aimy  in  do- 
mestic manufactureB— Mr.  Van.Dykb'b  motion  to 
amotd  the  bill  being  under  consideratioiu 

To  give  place  to  an  amendfloent  vdiieh  had  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Babboub,  which  he  was  wilHng 
should  supereede  his  own,  Mr.  Van  £>tk8  witk- 
drew  his  amendment 

Mr.  Barbour  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill, 
by  adding  '^  on  such  terms  and  at  such  prices  as 
will  not  be  injurious  to  the  nuUic  inlerest  f  thus 
leaving  nn  option  with  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
deprivioff  the  bill  of  its  imperative  cnaraeler. 

The  object  of  this  amenteent,  Mt.  Robseived, 
was  to  mitigate  and  render  less  c^jeetionable  n 
measure  which  he  conceived  improvident,  but 
which,  from  the  vote  of  yesterday,  seemed  to  have 
gained  for  it,  since  the  last  session,  when  a  similar 
proposition  Was  rejected,  sufficient  favor  to  ckny 
It  through  the  Senate.  Mr.  B.  then  entered  into 
a  generu  argument  asainst  the  expediency  of  the 
bifi,  which  he  opposed,  not  only  on  accoimt  of  its 
contemplated  cAijeot  and  effect,  but  because  it  was 
a  minute  and  insulated  measure  in  n  great  system 
which  was  now  before  the  other  House,  which,  if 
adopted,  wonkl  merge  the  object  of  this  bill,  dtc. 

Mr.  DioKBRtfon  would  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment,  if  so  modified  as  to  read  ^  not  mate^ 
riaUyL  injurious^"  dbc.,  and  proceeded  to  reply  gen- 
erally to  the  arguments  of  Mr.  B. 

Mr.  Barbour  rejoined  at  some  length,  and  sus- 
tained his  opinions  by  additional  arj^uments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky^  submitted  his  viewv 
in  favor  of  the  lull,  and  was  followed  on  the  same 
side  by  Mr.  Ruqgles,  who  preferred  the  biU,  as  it 
was,  without  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloto  regretted  that  the  amendment  oflEered 
by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb  had  been  withdrawn^  consider- 
ing it  preferable  to  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  Barbour^  in  whose  views  he  concurred,  but 
thought  that  his  amendment  would  ftU  shoK  of  its 
object.  Mr.  L.  then  went  pretty  largely  into  ax 
examinaticm  of  the  effect  and  operalion  of  tht  M), 
to  show  its  inexpediency. 

Mr.  Trikble  entereu  into  sundff  details  rda- 
tive  to  the  mode  of  supjrfying  the  Army  with 
clothii^,'  and  the  inconveniences  sustained  by  the 
Armf  in  cousequenoe  thereof;  the  conduct  of  the 
purchasing  department,  Ac,  and  in  support  of  the 
bill  m  its  origmal  shape ;  and,  with  the  view  of 
preparing  amendments  to  change  the  present  sys- 
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tern  of  supplying  the  Army)  and  proride  a  different 
mode,  conclude  with  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  Monday. 

Mr.  LowRiB  opposed  the  postponement,  being 
in  favor  of  the  bill,  and  wishing  it  to  pass  promptly. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  was  lost — yeas 
11 ;  and  the  question  recurred  on  Mr.DicKERsoN's 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Barbour. 

Mr.  Smith  wished  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  amend- 
ment had  remained,  because  there  could  have  been 
no  difference  of  opinion  on  it ;  and  he  would  have 
voted  for  it,  with  the  view  of  saving  money,  inas- 
much as  it  appeared  that  a  contract  had  been 
offered  by  a  domestic  manufacturer,  to  supply  the 
Army  with  certain  clothing  ten  or  fi^een  per  cent, 
lower  than  could  be  procured  of  foreign  fabrics. 
Mr.  S.  then  went  into  a  general  argument  against 
this  bill,  which  he  denominated  one  of  the  me- 
chanical powers — ^the  wedge — ^which  would  be  fol- 
lowed in  a  few  days  by  the  screw,  (alluding  to  the 
tariff  bill  in  the  other  House,)  which,  combined, 
could  rive  the  world  asunder. 

To  accommodate  gentlemen  who  pi^ferred  Mr. 
Van  Dyke's  proposition,  and  to  make  way  for  it, 
Mr.  Barbour  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Lloyd  then  moved  an  amendment  similar 
to  that  which  was  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Van 
Dyke,  and  withdrawn  this  morning;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  negatived. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  then  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

**  Provided,  That  no  contract  fiotr,  or  purchase  of 
domestic  goods  for  clothing  the  Army,  shall  be  made 
at  more  tbao  ton  per  cent,  abore  the  price  of  articles 
of  the  same  kind  and  quality  imported  from  a  foreign 
country." 

Mr.  W.  observed  that  the  bill,  as  it  stood  at 
present,  made  it  imperative  on  the  purchasing  de- 
partment to  buy  domestic  goods,  no  matter  at  what 
cost  above  foreign  goods ;  this  mieht  create  an 
enormous  expense.  If  a  reasonalue  enpouraffe- 
ment  only  was  desirable,  his  amendment  must  t)e 
acceptable  to  the  friends  of  the  bill.  He  wished 
the  extent  of  protection  to  be  stated  specifically ; 
and  it  seemed  to  be  generally  admitted  that  ten 
per  cent,  was  ample.  a\xu  Mr.  W.  said,  it  would 
be  necessary  to  follow  up  tnb  protecting  provision 
with  an  appropriation  to  nipnort  it ;  and,  there* 
fore,  if  his  amendment  prevailed,  he  should  move 
another  section  to  the  bill,  which  he  had  prepared^ 
and  was  as  follows : 

''Be  it  further  truuitd.  That  the  sum  of dol- 
lar! be  and  the  saiii«  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  doth- 
iDf  i\kt  Army  of  tlie  United  States,  in  addition  to  the 
•{ipropriatkms  heretofore  made." 

Mr.  DicKERSON  disclaimed  any  desire  to  give 
exorbitant  protection ;  he  wished  encouragement 
only  so  far  as  to  give  the  preference  to  domestic 
manufactures  when  to  be  obtained  at  reasonable 
prices ;  and  was  willing  so  to  modify  the  bill. 

Mr.  Brown  remarked,  if  this  was  the  view  of 
gentlemen,  why  not  have  accepted  3Ir.  LLOvn's 
amendment,  which  went  no  further  than  that, 
though  more  specific?  Mr.  B.  thought  these 
wor£  "reasonable**  and  ** materially"  too  indefi- 
16th  Con.  Itt  Sess.—^ 


nite.  Why  not  avoid  all  obscurity  or  ambiguity 
by  saying  plainly  and  precisely  how  far  the  ]^ei- 
erence  should  he  extended  to  domestic  fabrics? 
Mr.  Williams'b  amendment  would  give  this  pre- 
cision. The  bill,  it  -Wns  true,  would  then  be  a 
nullity,  but  it  would  be  intelligible ;  and  as  the 
War  Department  had  heretofore  given  the  prefer- 
ence to  domestic  manufactures,  it  would  continue 
to  do  so;  but  the  limit  to  which  it  might  go 
would  be  fixed,  and  remove  all  doubt  or  discre- 
tion, dx;. 

Mr.  Wilson  had  thought  this  bill  at  first  unne- 
cessary ;  but  as  it  had  appeared  that  the  conduct 
of  the  Commissary  G^eral  of  Purchases  was 
s<Hnewhat  objectionable  in  regard  to  a  due  encour- 
agement of  the  doknestic  manufactures,  he  was 
-mUing  to  provide  a  corrective.  Mr.  W.  observed^ 
that  in  his  private  capacity  he  always  gave  a  prief- 
erence  to  domestic  goods  when  he  could  obtain 
them  on  equal  terms  as  to  price  and  quality,  with 
foreign  articles.  Thus  far  he  was  willing  to  go 
in  his  public  capacity,  and  if  an  opportunity  were 
afforded  to  him,  he  would  move  such  a  provision. 
To  give  this  opportunity,  and  because  he  approved 
the  proposition  suggested,  Mr.  Williams  with- 
drew his  amendment. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following  proviso:  "Provided  the  same  can  be 
procured  at  the  same  prices  as  goods  of  the  same 
kind  and  quality  of  foreign  manufacture.'* 

Mr.  LowRiB  moved  to  add  to  the  proviso  the 
wordsj  "  having  due  regard  to  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation;'* which  Mr.  Wilson  accepted  as  a  part 
of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  offered  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
arguments  of  gentlemen  opposed  to  the  bill,  and 
entered  again  into  statements  to  show  that  it  was 
practicable  to  obtain  domestic  cottons  and  other 
articles,  of  superior  quality  to  like  articles  of  for- 
eign manufacture,  at  even  a*  less  cost^  &c.  All  he 
desired  or  expected  to  obtain  by  this  bill  was  to 
intimate  to  the  Purchasing  Department  that  when 
domestic  clothing  could  l^  obtained  as  cheap  and 
good  as  foreign,  he  was  to  prefer  it.  As  to  ^- 
couragement  of  aomestic  manufactures  by  this  bill, 
it  was  scarcely  an  object ;  for.  at  most,  it  was  onlv 
to  provide  clothing  mr  ten  tnousand  men,  which 
a  single  manufactory  could  do.  A  saving  of  mo- 
ney— a  prevention  of  waste — ^was  its  chief  argu- 
ment 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  some 
additional  observations  and  facts  to  defend  the 
Commissary  General  of  Purchases  against  reflec- 
tions thrown  out  on  the  correctness  of  his  conduct 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  of  yesterday  and  t6- 
day. 

Mr.  Trimsle  opposed  the  amendment  now  un- 
der consideration,  on  the  ground  that  it  would  im- 
pose on  the  SecretMy  of  War  a  discretion  and  re- 
sponsibility very  dimcult  to  discharge  with  satis- 
faction, dbc.  Mr.  T.  subjoined  some  remarks  on 
the  supply  of  the  Army  to  show  its  defective 
mode ;  m  the  course  of  which  he  stated  a  fact  to 
enforce  his  opinions,  which  was,  on  one  occasion, 
some  years  ago  th^  blankets  received  for  the  sol- 
diers of  the  8th  military  department,  being  offer- 
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eiign  fabric,  were  made  by  cutting  one  blanket  into 
two ',  and  were  of  a  texture  so  thin  that  the  in- 
specting officers  condemned  them,  and  the  com- 
mandinff  officer  (General  Jesup)  actually  enclosed 
one  of  them  in  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
to  show  why  they  were  rejected.  He  argued  from 
this  fact,  and  others,  to  show  the  evils  and  incon- 
veniences of  such  supplies  at  remote  posts,  where 
better  could  not  be  promptly  substituted,  &.c. 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wilson  was 
agreed  to,  by  yeas  and  nays— -39  to  3. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickebson,  the  following 
section  was  added  to  the  bill : 

8bc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shatt  be 
the  duty  of  the  CommiMary  General  of  Purchaeet  to 
'  tranamit,  annually,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  hit 
retorna  of  contracts  for  suppliea  of  clothing  the  Army 
of  the  United  Statei,  copies  of  all  the  proposab  made 
to  him,  for  furniihing  such  supplies. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  then  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  adopted  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Wilson  coming  up  for  concurrence — 

Mr.  LLOTn  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  it 
which  had  been  added  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
LowRiE.  viz :  "  Having  a  due  regard  to  the  ex- 
pense ot  transportation."  % 

After  some  discussion,  in  which  the  motion  to 
strike  out  was  supported  by  Messrs.  LLovn  and 
Smith,  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Lowrie, 
Brown,  King,  of  Alaoama,  Logan,  and  Edwards. 
the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  amendments  were  then  all  concurred  in, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate,  at  about  half  past  3  o'clock,  went 
into  the  consideration  of  Executive  business ;  after 
which  they  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  17. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Road&  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  widow 
of  John  Heaps,  deceased,"  reported  the  same  with- 
out amendment. 

Mr.  S  anford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Beck  and  Harvey ;"  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  S.  Jones  and 
Richard  Quckner,  iunior,  administrators  of  Wil- 
liam Jones;"  the  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the 
reUd"  of  John  D.  Carter"  ;  and  also  the  bill,  enti- 
tled "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Angus  O.  Eraser 
and  others ;"  reported  the  same,  respectively,  with- 
out amendment. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  B. 
and  P.  Jourdan,  brothers,  were  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  thereof. 

Mr.  MoRRiL,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter,  late  paymaster  of 
the  third  regiment  of  New  York  volunteers :"  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Bfoce ;"  and,  also,  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 


Converse  and  George  Miller ;"  rqrarted  the  same, 
respectively,  without  amendment.  He  also  re- 
ported the  billp  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  C.  Withers,"  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read.  . 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Walker,., of  Alabama,  the 
memorial  of  Jonn  M.  Chapron  iand  others,  in  be- 
hidf  of  the  French  emigrants  to  Alabama  engaged 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive,  wa5  refiar- 
red  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  consider 
and  report  thereon  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Beaulieu,'' 
reported  the  same,  with  an  amendment ;  which 
was  read. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
respecting  the  currencv  of  foreign  gold  coins ;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  rderred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  rq>res«ntatives  of  Gabriel  Berzat,  de- 
ceased; and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  heive  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  nersons  hold- 
ing confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the 
State*  of  Illinois ;"  a  bill^  entitled  "An  act  supple- 
mentary to  'An  act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  mil- 
itarjr  land  warrants,  and  discharges  for  faithfnl 
services ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  legal  representatives  of  Henry  Willis;"  and 
also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson ;"  in  which  bills  thev  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  nave 
passed  the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate, 
entitled  "An  act  to  establisn  a  district  court  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  with  amendments ;  in  wiiich 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  four  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

.  The  Senate  took  up  the  amendment  of  the  other 
House,  to  the  bill  to  estabh^  a  district  court  in 
Alabama,  (reducing  the  salary  proposed  for  the 
judge  from  $2,000  to  $1,500,  and  that  of  the  mar- 
shal from  $400  to  ^dOO.) 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Ala- 
bama, disagreed  to  the  first  amendment,  touching 
the  salary  of  the  judge ;  and  agreed  to  tne  second^ 
with  an  amendment;  making  the  salarv  of  the- 
marshal  $250  instead  of  $200,  as  reduced  by  the 
House. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands 
in  the  State  of  Illinois ;"  and  also  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Henry  Willis ;"  were  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  ^An 
act  providing  for  cases  of  lost  military  land  war- 
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rants,  and  discharges  for  faithful  services;"  and 
also  the  bilL  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  WilkLnson ;"  were  read  the  second  time. 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Militar]^  Afiairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whol^  the  consideration  of  the  hill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Edward  McCarty ;  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to 
t^«  House,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  purchasers  of  public  lands  j  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  Hunter ;  and,  no  amendment  having 
been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  declaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the  Legbla- 
ture  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina ;  and  the  same 
having  been  amended,  by  filling  the  blank  therein, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House;  and,  the  amendment 
being  concurred  in,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  further  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men, (making  additional  provision  for  marine 
hospitals  at  certain  places,  to  be  supported,  as 
usoaL  by  a  contribution  of  twenty-five  cents  per 
montn,  by  the  registered  seamen,  occ.)  Mr.  Par- 
rott's  amendment,  offered  to  the  biU  on  Satur- 
day, to  extend  the  provision  of  the  bill  to  Missis- 
sippi boatmen  being  still  under  consideration,  some 
discussion  took,  place,  not  so  much  on  the  princi- 
ple of  the  amendment,  as  on  the  propriety  of  dis- 
criminating between  the  different  kmds  of  boat- 
men,  so  as  to  include  those  only  who  follow  the 
vocation  regularly,  and  not  those  who  are  casual 
hands,  or  go  for  a  single  trip,  A^c;  in  which 
Messrs.  Ruoolbs,  Leake,  Pabrott,  Johnson,  of 
Louisiana,  Trimble,  Logan,  and  Brown,  ioined. 
The  proceeding  ended  in  postponing  the  bill,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  who  wishai  to  modify 
the  amendment,  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Babboor  laid  on  the  table  a  proposition,  so 
to  amend  the  rules  of  the  Senate  as,  substantially, 
to  fldve  a  priority  to  bills  from  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
defraying  the  expense  of  certain  su^eys  of  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina^  and  for  other  purposes ; 
and  the  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
army  in  domestic  manufactures;  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  author- 
izing tne  publication  of  part  of  the  secret  Journal 
of  the  Qongress  under  the  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion ;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  there* 
to,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a 
third  reading. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  gpranting  cer- 
tain privileges  to  the  Ocean  Steamship  Companv 
of  New  York ;  and  the  same  having  been  amenn- 
ed,  the  further  consideration  thereofwas  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Ebenezer  Stevens  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  legal 
representatives  of  Richardson  Sands,  deceased,  and 
otners;  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  faille 
entitled  ^An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian 
Institute,  established  for  the  promotion  of  arts  and 
sciences  in  the  City  of  Washington  f^  and  also  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of  the  ses- 
sions of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia:"  reported  the  same,  respective- 
ly, without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  between  the  United 
States  and  Richard  O'Brien,  late  American  Consul 
at  Algiers ;  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and  William 
Winter  to  institute  a  suit,  in  the  nature  of  a  peti- 
tion of  right,  against  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Roberts  offered  an  amendment,  limiting 
the  time  for  the  institution  of  such  suit  to  one  year ; 
which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Some  conversation  tooK  place  between  Messrs. 
Otis,  Smith,  and  Hunter,  on  the  expediency  of 
making  an  innovation  in  the  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  a  single  case ;  on  the  propriety  of  em- 
bracing other  claims  of  a  similar  character,  if  there 
be  any.  in  the  same  bill ;  and  by  Mr.  Smith  par- 
ticular! v,  on  a  doubt  whether  the  bill  did  not  in- 
fringe tne  Constitution,  or.  at  any  rate,  an  impor- 
tant principle  heretofore  adopted  and  adhered  to. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

GRANT  OP  LAND  TO  OHIO. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  to  srant  to  Ohio  a 
pre-emption  right  to  a  section  of  land  in  each 
county  in  the  district  called  the  New  Purchase,  in 
that  State,  for  county  buildings,  dbc»  with  the 
amendment  reported  to  the  bill  by  the  Land  Com- 
mitlee,  which  proposed  to  grant  only  a  quarter 
section  in  each  county  for  the  purpose  above  men- 
tioned. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  arose  on  the  expediency 
of  granting  tMs  pre-emption  j  on  the  injustice  of 
sucn  favors  to  one  State  and  not  to  another ;  the 
propriety  of  making  the  provision  more  general. 
&c  Messrs.  Ruooles,  Lowrib,  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  Trimble,  Leake,  Brown,  BLing,  of 
Alabama,  Roberts,  Walkbr,  of  Alabama,  and 
Eaton,  respectively,  bore  a  nart  in  the  discnsaion; 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Williams  made  an  un- 
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successful  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefin- 
itely. 

The  amendments  having  been  agreed  to,  Mr. 
Roberts  renewed  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill 
indefinitely,  which  was  decided  by  yeas  and'  nays 
in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

FsAt — Messrs.  Darbo|Ur,  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Ea- 
ton, Gaillard,  Horsey,  $ing  of  Alabama,  Mellen,  Plea- 
■ants,  Roberts,  Smith,  Taylor,  Van  Dyke,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Wilson — 16. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Hunter,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  I^gan,  Lowrie,  Macon, 
Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Boggles,  Sanford,  Stokes, 
Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee — 31. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

PAY  OF  NAVY  SURGEONS. 

The  Senate  next  took  upj  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  bill  to  regulate  the  pay  of  surgeons  of 
the  Navy. 

Mr.  Pleasants  explained  the  grounds  on  which 
the  Naval  Committee  had  proceeded  in  reporting 
this  bill,  and  in  deciding  on  the  amount  of  pay  to 
be  allowed  to  surgeons,  according  to  the  character 
of  the  service  in  which  they  are  employed,  dbc., 
and  proceeded  to  move  that  the.  blanks  be  filled 
with  various  sums,  which  were  successively  agreed 
to. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through  and  reported, 
it  wasj  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burr  ill,  who  wished  a 
little  time  to  examine  it  in  comparison  with  the 
pay  allowed  to  surgeons  of  the  Army,  postponed 
til  to-morrow. 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Trim- 
ble, was  taken  up,  and  after  a  few  words  from 
Mr.  Barbour,  expressive  of  a  hope  that  the  reso- 
lution would  not  be  used  to  retard  the  passage  of 
the  bill  extending  the  charters  of  the  banks,  which 
was  of  great  importance  to  the  people  of  tne  Dis- 
trict— ^it  was  agreed  to,  viz : 

Retohe^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscribed  and  paid,  to 
each  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  particularly 
specifying  the  time  and  mode  of  payment,  the  parts 
thereof  which  have  been  paid  in  specie,  and  the  parts 
thereof  which  have  been  paid,  or  which  consist  in  stock 
notes,  or  in  any  other  species  of  nominal  capital ;  and 
to  report  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  which  of  said  banks 
have  by  themselves,  or  their  agents,  purchased  in  the 
stocks  of  their  respective  banks,  and,  if  any,  the  amount 
so  purchased. 

The  following  resolution  also  submitted  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  on  Saturday,  was  next  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Mesolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  require  from  the  officers  of 
the  banks  in  said  District,  now  applying  to  Congress 
for  a  renewal  of  their  charters,  an  attested  list  of  their 
respective  stockholders,  stating  the  amount  due  from 
each  stockholder,  and  whether  any  part  of  the  stock 
is  formally  or  virtually  pledged  for  the  payment, 
thereof! 

Mr.  Otis  objected  to  the  extent  to  which  this 


resolution  went ;  much  of  the  information  called 
for  by  the  resolutions  was  perhaps  necessary,  but 
that  part  which  called  for  an  exposure  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  individual  stockholders  he  thought  was 
not  altogether  proper,  and  was  perhaps  unnecessary. 
Mr.  Trimble  had  no  desire  to  pry  into  the  con- 
cerns of  the  individual  stockholders,  but  he  wished 
to  ascertain  the  real  capital  of  the  banks^  and 
what  part  thereof  was  merely  nominal,  previouslv 
to  actinff  on  the  bill  for  rechartering  tnem.  He 
was  wifiing  to  accept  a  modification,  however, 
which  would  make  it  more  acceptable,  and  to  give 
time  for  it,  he  moved  the  postpcuiement  of  the  res- 
olution until  to-morrow ;  whicn  motion  was  agreed 
to,  and  the  resolution  was  postponed  accordingly. 


Tuesday,  April  18. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  requiring  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  report  to  the  Senate  a  system,  in 
his  opinion,  best  calculated  to  protect  the  territorial 
frontier  of  the  United  States ;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  it  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  15th  instant,  for  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  to  require  cer- 
tain information  relative  to  the  stockholders  in  the 
respective  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  now- 
applying  to  Congress  for  a  renewal  of  their  char- 
ters :  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  reKef  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State  of 
Illinois,  who  reside  within  the  Vincennes  land  dis- 
trict," reported  the  same  with  amendments;  which 
were  read. 

The  Presiuent  communicated  the  repjort  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  to  whom,  by  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate,  of  the  13th  instant,  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Eliphalet  Loud  and  others ;  and  the  report 
was  read. 

Mr.  Sanforu  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  lay  before  the 
Senate,  at  the  commencement  of  its  next  session,  a 
statement  of  all  annuities  payable, by  the  United  States 
to  Indians  or  Indian  tribesi  or  under  treaties  with 
Indians;  distinguishing  the  several  annnities,  the 
periods  during  which  they  are  respectively  payable ; 
and  exhibiting  the  capitals  or  present  values  of  such 
annoities)  compating4he  annual  interest,  at  mx  per 
centum. 

The  resolution  authorizing  the  publicaticm  of  • 
part  of  the  secret  Journal  of  Congress,  under  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives 
of  Gabriel  Berzat,  deceased,  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  jpassed.  * 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Bdwaid 
McCarty  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Hunter  wa& 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
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The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ebenezer  St^ens  and 
Austin  L.  Sands,  leffal  representatives  of  Richard- 
son Sands,  deceased,  and  oth^s,  was  read  a  third 
time«  and  passed. 

Tne  hill  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers,  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "Ah  act  to  estab- 
lish a  district  court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  and 
disa^pree  to  that  proposed  by  the  Senate  upon  con- 
cnmnff  in  the  second  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 
They  nave  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ex- 
tendmg  the  time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of 
land  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain  cases  f  a  bill, 
entitled  "An  acttoannex  certain  lands  within  the 
Territory  of  Michi^n  to  the  District  of  Detroit ;" 
and,  also,  a  resolution,  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a  compact  concluded  between  the  States 
of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of 
their  boundary  line ;  in  which  bills  and  resolution 
they  request  tne  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
seyerally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  extendm^  the  time 
allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct 
taxes,  in  certain  cases,^'  was  read  the  second  time, 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  certain  lands 
within  the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  District 
of  Detroit,"  was  r^  the  second  time,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
PuUic  Lands. 

Thie  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  a  ccnnpact  concluded  between  the  States  of  Sjen- 
tucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unlm- 
imous  consent  and  referred  to  a  select  committee, 
to  consider  ana  report  thereon;  and  Messrs.  Logan, 
Eaton,  and  BuRBn^L  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  provide  further  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen — ^Mr.  Parrott's  amendment  be- 
ins  yet  under  consideration. 
^Tne  amendment  waA  so  modified,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Trimbu^  as  to  suit  the  view  he  had  previously 
expressed  in  the  discussion—not  varying  material- 
ly, however,  from  the  original  proposition:  and 
tne  amendment  being  then  agreed  to,  the  bill  was 
ordered  te  be  engros^  for  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  grantine  to  the  Ocean  Steamboat  Compa- 
ny of  New  York  certain  privil^es. 

Some  debate  arose  on  the  propriety  of  granting 
some  of  the  proposed  advantages  to  this  company, 
that  particularly  of  the  draw&ck  on  foreign  coal 
consumed  by  the  steam  vessel ;  in  which  Mr.  Par- 
BOTT  opposed  it  on  principle,  and  it  was  defended 
by  Messrs.  Dickerson,  Bling,  of  New  York,  and 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana.  After  an  unsuccessful 
motion  by  Mr.  Parrott,  to  nostpone  the  bill  in- 
definitely, it  was  on  motion  or  Mr.  Wilson,  who 


wished  a  little  further  time  to  look  into  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill,  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  some  days 
ago  by  Mr.  Smith,  was  taken  up  for  consideration : 

*' Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  if  any,  or  what,  further  laws  are 
necessary  to  give  facility  to  the  surrender  of  any  person 
held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State,  under  the  laws 
thereof,  escaping  into  another,  to  his  or  her  proper 
ownerj  and  to  report  hy  bill  or  otherwise." 

Mr.  S.  stated  the  grounds  of  his  motion ;  and, 
after  some  conversation  on  the  improbability  of 
getting  a  bill  through  so  hite  in  the  session,  on  a 
subject  which  had  twice  failed  at  previous  sessions, 
which  was  Mr.  Bdrrill's  objection  to  the  inqui- 
ry ;  and  some  explanations  by  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Mr.  LowRiE,  relative  to  the  law  of  Pennsylvania 
restraining  justices  of  the  peace  from  acting  upder 
the  charge  of  runaway  slaves,  the  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  to  the  State  of  Ohio  the  pre-emption 
right  to  a  section  of  land  in  certain  counties,  for 
county  purposes — ^the  amendment  reported  thereto 
by  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  (reducing  the 
quantity  to  one  quarter  section)  being  yet  under 
consideration— < 

Mr.  RuGQLBS  submitted  a  few  additional  re- 
marks against  the  amendment ;  when  the  question 
was  taken,  and  the  amendment  agreed  to — ayes  15, 
noes  9. 

The  bUl  being  reported  to  the  Senate,  the  amend- 
laeaat  was  concurred  in;  and  after  some  further 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  amend- 
ments offered  to  it— chiefly  by  Messrs.  Trimblb, 
RuooLss,  and  Eaton — ^the  l»ll  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading— «ye8  19,  noes  13. 

HEIRS  OP  E.  dc  W.  WINTER. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  heirs  of  Elbha  and 
William  Winter  to  institute  a  suit  in  equity^  in 
the  nature  of  a  petition  of  right,  against  the  Umted 
States,  was  then  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  spoke  against  the  impolicy  and  the 
bad  tendency,  though  ne  no  longer  uoubted  its  con- 
stitutionality, of  granting  this  privilege,  which,  if 
once  admitte»d,  would  extend  to  manv  other  cases: 
the  probable  injury  and  injustice  to  tne  interest  oi 
the  United  States,  whioh  would  grow  out  of  it ; 
and  generally  against  the  policy  of  the  privilege, 
which,  though  permitted  in  England,  would  be  an  - 
unwise  innovation  in  this  coun^. 

Mr.  Hunter  replied,  that  the  Land  Committee 
were  not  the  advocates  of  the  petitioners,  but  had 
reported  this  bill,  and  recommended  this  course, 
to  relieve  themselves  from  the  perilous  responsi- 
bility of  reix>rting  against  the  United  States,  in  a 
case  involving  from  one  to  perhaps  three  millions 
of  dollars.  He  argued  at  some  length  in  support 
of  the  equity  and  the  good  policy  of  thus  permit- 
ting a  claimant  to  establish  his  claim  by  petition 
of  right  in  a  court  of  justice,  and  against  the 
competency  of  Congress  so  tar  to  assume  the 
character  of  judges  as  to  decide  with  justice,  and 
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with  a  due  invest^tion,  claims  of  such  magni- 
tude, Ac. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  argued,  from  the  nature  of  this 
cascL  that  it  was  such  a  one  as  oiight  he  decided 
by  tne  courts  without  the  intervention  of  Congress, 
either  by  an  action  of  ejectment  against  purchasers 
of  any  iK>rtion  of  this  land  under  me  United  States, 
or  by  the  claimants  themselves  entering  upon  the 
possession  and  sustaining  a  suit  to  support  it  Mr. 
V AN  D.  doubted  the  policy  of  setting  the  example 
proposed  by  this  bill ;  he  thought  it  a  dangerous 
experiment,  and  adduced  facts  and  argumdnts  in 
support  of  his  opinioi;. 

The  discussion  of  this  bill  enlarged  into  a  de- 
bate of  wide  scope  and  very  considerable  length ; 
turning  principally  on  the  policy  of  the  bill,  un- 
connected with  tne  merits  of  tne  claim,  though 
the  validity  of  the  claim  was  occasionally  touched 
on.  The  bill  was  advocated  much  at  length  by 
Messrs.  Hunter,  Mellen,  Edwards,  Williams. 
of  Tennessee,  and  Johnson^  of  Louisiana ;  and 
was  exposed  earnestly  .by  Messrs.  Smith,  Bar- 
bour, Lanman,  and  Dickerson. 

To  try  the  strength  of  the  bill  by  a  specific  m6- 
tion,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  moved  to  ])ostpone  it  to  a  day 
beyond  the  session ;  which  motion  was  negatived: 
Yeas  16,  nays  19 ;  and 

The  bill  l>eing  reported  to  the  Senate^  it  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  by  the 
following  vote: 

TxAfl — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Leake, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Rug- 
gles,  Tajler,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Williams  of  Mississip- 
pi, Williams  of  Tennessee,  Wilson-^SS. 

Nays— Messrs.  Baxboar,  Dickerson,  Elliot,  Gail- 
lard,  Xing  of  Alabama,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Logan,  Macon,  Morril,  Palmer,  Roberts  Saafbrd, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, Walker  of  Georgia — 19. 


Wednesday,  April  1^. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  ftom  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affkirs.  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  tor  the  relief  of  General 
James  Wilkinson,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Henry  Willis,"  reported  the  same,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  same  committee,  repjorted 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village 
of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  and  the  same 
was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  restmied  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
regulating  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States;  and  the  further  consid- 
eration thereof  was  postponed  until  Monday  next 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  respecting 
gracy  and  other  crimes;  and.  on  motion  ny  Mr. 
Burrill,  it  was  laid  on  the  taole. 

The  bill  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  sea- 
men was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 


The  bill  grantiDg  to  die  State  of  Ohio  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  certain  sections  of  land  whs 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  explanatonr 
of  the  act  authori2ing  the  sale  of  certain  gronn^ls 
belong[ing  to  the  United  States  in  the  City  of 
Washington;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Hunter,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Wilson,  from  the.Committee  of  Chd^  to 
whom  the  subject  was  referred,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  CKierlain,  and  the  bill  was 
read,  and  it  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  entitled  "An  act  to  annex  certain  lands  within 
the  Te^tory  of  Michigan  to  the  land  district  of 
Detroit,"  reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  estaUishing 
the  ffrade  of  Rear  Admiral  in  the  Naval  Serviee 
of  the  United  States;  and.  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Pleasants,  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

Mr.  Trimrlb,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  reported  a  bill  further  to  regulate  the  me- 
dical department  of  the  Army,  [reqmriog  of  the 
principal  and  assistant  apothecaries  general,  bond 
and  security  for  their  ikithful  conduct,  and  mut- 
ing to  the  surgeon  general  the  privilege  of  frank- 
inffofficial  letters;]  which  was  read. 

The  resolution  submitted  yesterday  by  Mr.  San- 
ford  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Leiper;  the 
bill  confirming  the  proceeding  of  the  inbabitaiits 
of  Cahokia,  in  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a  town,  dbc. : 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  ;  and 
the  bill  from  the  other  House,  aathorizinfi^  the 
printing  and  distributionof  thejawsof  the  Uaited 
States  m  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  were  aever- 
ally  taken  up,  considered,  the  three  first  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  all  to  be  read  a  third  timi. 

ALABAMA  DISTRICT  COURT. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  announcing  that  they  insist  on 
their  amendments  to  the  bill  establishing  a  dis- 
trict court  in  Alabama,  ^reducing  the  salaries  of 
the  judge  and  marshal,  tne  former  to  $1,500,  and 
the  latter  to  ^00.) 

Mr.  Walker^  or  Alabama^  moved  that  the  Sen- 
ate insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  first  of  these 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference  thereon. 

Mr.  BtJRRiLL  opposed  the  motion,  and  mieide 
some  remarks  against  the  expediency  of  insisting 
in  a  case  of  this  kind,  which  might,  from  the  de- 
termination evinced  by  the  other  House,  destroy 
the  bill  altogether;  when  in  fact  the  salary,  as 
reduced  by  that  House,  would  yet  be  higher  tnan 
that  of  some  other  judges,  &c. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alatama,  and  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Alabama,  replied,  and  urged  the  extent  of  duties 
which  that  judge  would  have  to  perform,  in  com- 
parison with  others,  to  show  that  the  salary  oi 
92,000,  proposed  by  the  Senate,  would  not  be  too 
much. 

The  motion  to  insist  was  negatived,  and  the 
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Senate  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  both 
the  amendments  of  the  House. 

JUDICIAL  SYSTEM. 

The  Senate  took  wp?  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  Wilson  in  the  Chair,  the  bill  further  to  ex- 
tend the  judicial  system  of  the  United  States,  in- 
troduced some  time  since  by  Mr.  Bcrrill. 

This  bill  embraces  a  numoer  of  provisions  touch- 
ing the  powers  ofthe  judges*  the  administration  of 
justice  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  right 
of  appeal,  &c. 

Mr.  Burrill  reviewed,  successively,  the  differ- 
ent sections  of  the  bill,  explaining  to  the  Senate 
briefly  their  object,  the  daects  of  the  present  sys- 
tem intended  to  be  remedied,  &c.  Wnen  he  had 
concluded — 

Mr.  Smith,  for  reasons  which  he  stated  at  large, 
moved  to  strixe  out  the  following  section,  being 
,the  last  in  the  bill : 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  eruieiedy  That  whenever, 
upon  any  indictment,  inlbrmation,  or  other  criminal 
profecatioD,  in  ai|y  State  court,  the  party  defendant 
ehall  aet  up  in  his  defence,  under  the  general  issae,  or 
otherwise,  any  right,  authority,  or  duty,  claimed  and 
exercised  by  virtue  of  the  Constitution,  treaties,  or 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  the  decision  of  the  eourt 
before  which  the  same  shall  be  pending  shall  be  against 
the  validity  of  guoh  right,  authority,  or  duty,  if  the 
same  shall  not  otherwise  fully  appear  of  reeerd,  the 
party  defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  file  his  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions to  such  decision  at  any  time  before  judgment 
rendered  thereon ;  and  such  bill  of  exceptions,  being 
/bund  true,  shall  be  signed  and  acknowledged  by  the 
same  court,  or  by  the  presiding  judge  thereof,  and  re- 
corded among  the  records  of  the  court ;  and  in  ersry 
case  where  it  shall  appear  of  record  that  the  court 
shall  have  decided  against  the  validity  of  such  nght, 
authority,  or  duty,  a  writ  of  error  ^all  lie  from  Uie 
judgment  rendered  on  said  iadictmeBt,information»or 
other  prosecution,  to  the  Supreme  Coulrt  of  the  United 
States,  at  any  time  within  five  years  after  the  rendi- 
tion of  such  judgment;  and  said  coort  shlJl  have  full 
authority  to  judge  therein,  and  to  afirm  or  reverse  the 
same^  as  justice  and  law  shall  require :  Provided,  how- 
ever. That  no  writ  of  error  shall  operate  ae  a  aUy  of 
execution  of  such  judgment,  unless  the  party  defend- 
ant, during  the  same  term  in  which  judgment  shall  be 
passed,  shall  enter  into  a  recognisance  in  such  State 
court,  in  a  reasonable  sum,  with  good  and  sufficient 
sureties,  to  sue  forth  such  writ  of  error  within  thirty 
days  after  such  recognixanoe  shaU  be  acknowledged, 
returnable  to  the  next  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  be  holdeQ  after  sixty 
days  firom  the  time  of  the  rendition  of  such  judgment, 
and  to  prosecute  the  same  writ  to  effect,  and  to  abide 
the  final  judgment  and  decision  of  the  court  rendered 
thereon  ;  and  in  default  thereof  that  such  recognizance 
shall  be  forfeited ;  and  in  case  such  judgment  shall  be 
affirmed,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  award  reasonable 
costs  against  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  ^all  remand 
the  cause  to  the  State  court  for  execution,  according 
to  the  original  judgment 

On  this  motion  a  debate  of  considarable  dura- 
tion arose,  in  which  the  motion  to  strike  out  the 
section  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Smith,  Low- 
RiE,  Lanman,  and  Walker,  of  Georgia ;  and  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrill,  Mellen,  and  Orii. 


The  motion  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive— ^yeas  14,  nays  11 ;  and  the  bill  was  then 
reported  to  the  Senate,  and  postponed  to  Saturday.. 

THE  NAVY.  ' 

The  bill  authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vessels  of  war  was  taken  up  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  where  the  object  of^the 
bill  and  the  necessity  of  this  kind  of  force  was- 
explained  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  and  the  blanks  be- 
ing filled,  and  the  bill  amended,  it  was  reported 
to  the  Senate  in  the  following  shape : 

Be  it  enacted,  4-c.,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  is  hereby  authorized  to  cause  to  be  built  and 
equipped  any  number  of  small  vessels  of  war  (not  ex- 
ceeding seven)  which,  in  his  judgment,  the  public  ser- 
vice may  require  ;  Uie  said  vessels  to  be  of  a  force  not 
more  than  twelve  guns  each,  according  to  the  disore- 
tion  of  the  President.  And,  for  carrying  this  act  into, 
effect,  the  sum  of  $60,000  is  hereby  appropriated,  to 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read 
a  third  time,  and  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Thursuay,  April  20. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  MiliUury  Affiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act, 
providing  for  the  cases  of  lost  militaify  land  war- 
rants and  discharges  for  faithful  service,"  reported 
the  same,  without  amendment 
.  Mr.  Smitr,  fitom  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  wliom  vwis  rderred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
aet  tb  {provide  for  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  tor  other  purposes,"  report- 
ed the  same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain ; 
the  bill  for  ^e  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois  -,  and,  idso, 
the  bill  ftnther  to  regulate  the  medi<^  dq)artment 
of  the  army,  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  paymastdrs  of  the  United  States'  army;  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public 
lands;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, it  wds  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson  of  tiousianaj  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Parish  or  St. 
Mary's,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana^raying  that 
the  custom-house  for  the  district  of  Teche  may  be 
removed  from  Nova  Iberia  and  established  at  the 
village  of  Franklin,  Upon  the  bayou  Teche,  in  the 
said  parish,  was  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of  Michigan  Ter- 
ritory to  be  printed  and  distributed,"  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed.  ' 

The  bill  confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  in- 
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habiUnts  of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the  State 
"of  niinoisj  in  laying  out  a  town  on^  the  commons 
of  said  village,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the 
further  consideration  thereof  was  pos^ned. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Winter 
to  institute  a  bill  in  equity  in  the  nature  of  a  peti- 
tion of  right  against  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtke, 
the  further  consideration  thereof  was  postponed 
until  Monday  next. 

The  biU  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  L.  Ogden  and 
others  was  read  a  third  tim^  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  oi  Thomas  Leiper  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  pasped. 

The  bill  'authorizing  the  building  of  a  certain 
number  of  small  vessels  of  war  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark, 
administratrix  of  John  Clark,  deceased,'*  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideratipn  of  the  bill  suppleqientary 
to  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  set  apart  and  dbpose 
of  certain  i>ublic  lands  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive^  and,  on  mo- 
tion bv  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  appropriate 
a  room  or  rooms  in  the  custom-house  now  erecting 
in  th^  city  of  New  Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana;  andj  on  motion  by  Mr.  Kino,  of  Ala- 
bama, it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Ruoolbs,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  discharged  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  petitions  of  Antoine  Brown  and  of 
G(eorge  Harpole. 

Mr.  DicKBRSON,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
the  subject  had  heen  referred,  reported  a  bill  to 
limit  the  term  of  office  to  four  years  of  certain  offi- 
cers, [collectors  of  the  customs,  district  attorneys, 
navy  agents,  registers,  receivers  of  public  money, 
paymasters,  pursers,  naval  officers,  port  surveyors, 
d^. ;]  which  was  r^. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean  Steam- 
skip  Company  of  New  Yo»;  and,  no  amendment 
being  offered  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  taken  on 
ordering  it  to  a  third  reading,  and  decided  in  the 
nentive — ^yeas  11,  nays  12. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  McNair,  and 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Bradoft,  were 
severally  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  respectively. 

The  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the  dis- 
trict of  Teche,  in  Louisiana,  was  taken  up,  and, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  postponed  indefi- 
nitely. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 
The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  CoOimiUee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  the 


bill  "  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  certain  com- 
missioners to  la)r  out  the  road  and  canals  therein 
mentioned ;"  which  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Roads  and  Canals  bv  Mr.  Kino^  of  New 
York,  on  the  4th  instant,  to  which  committee  had 
been  referred  the  memorials  on  the  subject  from 
the  Legislatures  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  dtc. 
The  biU  is  as  follows : 

Whereas,  by  the  ^ntiniiation  of  the  CumberUnd 
road  from  Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  through 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  lUinois,  the  laadi  of 
the  United  States  may  become  more  valoable — 

Be  U  enacted,  ^rc-,  Tha^  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  three 
impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not  being  dtiiens  of 
any  of  the  States  aforesaid,  to  be  commissioners,  and, 
in  case  of  the  dea^  or  resignation  of  any  of  them,  to 
appoint  other  and  like  persons  in  their  place»  who 
shall  have  power  carefully  to  examine  the  connUy  be- 
tween Wheeling,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  a  point 
on  the  lefl  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river,  to  be  chosen 

by  said  commissioners,  between  the ,  and  to  lay 

oat  a  road  from  Wheeling,  aforesaid,  to  the  point  so 
to  be  chosen  on  the  left  bank  of  tjie  river  Mississippi ; 
the  said  road  to  be  on  a  straight  line,  or  as  nearlj  so 
as,  having  a  doe  regard  to  the  condition  an  J  sttnacion 
of  the  ground  and  water-courses  over  which  the  same 
shall  be  laid  out,  shall  be  deemed  expedient  and  prac- 
ticable. And  said  commissioners' shall  have  power  to 
employ  able  surveyors,  chainbearers,  and  other  neces- 
sary assistants,  in  laying  out  said  road.  The  said  road 
to  be  eighty  fe^t  wide,  and  designated  by  marked  trees, 
stakes,  or  other  conspicuoos  monuments,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  every  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  at  every  angle  of 
deviation  from  a  straight  line.  And  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  cause  to  be  made,  and  delivered  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  an  accurate  plan  of 
•aid  road,  so  laid  out  by  them  as  aforesaid,  with  a 
vrritten  report  of  their  proceedings,  describing  therein 
the  State  lines  croeeed,  and  the  marks,  monuments, 
courses,  and  distances,  fay  which  the  said  road  shall  be 
designated;  describing  siso  the  water-conrscs,  and  the 
natore  and  quality  of  the  ground  over  which  the  same 
shall  be  laid  out ;  they  shall,  moreover,  divide  said  road 
into  sections  of  not  more  than  ten,  nor  less  than  tiwt 
miles  long,  noticing  the  materials  that  may  be  need 
in  makingi  and  giving  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of 
making  each  section  of  the  road  aforesaid. 

Sbc.  S.  And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That,  in  order 
to  open  the  communication  and  promote  the  inter- 
course between  the  States,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  auUiorized  to  appoint 
three  impartial  and  judicious  persons,  not  being  citi- 
zens of  either  of  the  SUtes  of  Maryland,  Delaware,  or 
New  Jersey,  to  be  commisstoners,  and,  in  €aee  of  the 
death  or  resignation  of  any  of  them,  to  appoint  other 
and  like  persons  in^their  place,  who  shall  have  power 
to  employ  such  able  surveyors,  chainbearers,  and  other 
assistants,  as  they  may  deem  necessary,  and  they 
shall  proceed  carslttlly  to  view  and  examine  the  route 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal,  as  already 
laid  out,  together  with  the  adjacent  country ;  and, 
also;  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  tide 
waters  of  the  river  Delaware  to  the  tide  waters  of  the 
Raritan  river»  in  the  Sute  of  New  Jersey ;  and,  upon 
such  view  and  examination,  to  determine  whether  nid 
canals,  respectively,  be  laid  out  in  such  places  in  such 
manner  as  will  best  promote  the  general  interests  of 
the  United  States,  and  whether  the  same  ought  to  be 
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Yaned  or  altered  in  any  leipect,  either  in  regard  to 
the  TOUte»  plan,  or  dimensions  of  the  canals ;  and  also 
to  eatimttte  the  expense  of  making  and  finishing  said 
canals.  And  the  said  commissioners  shall  cause  to  be 
made  accorate  plans  of  said  canals,  and  make  report, 
in  wxitipg,  of  their  proceedings  and  opinions,  with  an 
estimate  of  the  expense  of  making  and  completing  said 
canals,  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  bj 
him  eommnnicated  to  Congress. 

8xc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  eom- 
micsioners,  snrvejors,  chainbearers,  and  other  neces- 
sary assistants,  to  be  appointed  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  shall  severally  take  an  oath,  or  afiinnation,  faith- 
fblJj  and  diligently  to  perform  theit  r6speetive  duties, 
and  shall  receive,  in  full  compensation  lor  their  ser- 
vices  and  expenses,  each  commissioner dollars, 

each  surveyor dollars,  and  each  other  necessary 

assistant  — — -  dollars,  for  each  day  in  which  they 
shall  be  necessarily  employed  in  the  service  aforesaid : 
Provided  alwaye,  ana  it  is  hereby  further  enacted 
and  declared.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or 
that  shall  be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed 
or  construed  to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  make,  or  to  defray  the  expense  of 
making,  the  roads  and  canals  hereby  authorized  to  be 
examined  -or  laid  out,  nor  of  any  of  them,  nor  of  any 
part  of  any  of  them. 

8«c.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That thou- 
sand dollars  be,  and  are  hereby,  appropriated  to  defray 
the  expense  of  laying  out  the  roads  and  canals  afore- 
said* 

Mr.  KiMO,  of  New  York,  offered  some  remarks 
in  support  olf  the  utility  of  the  objects  embraced 
by  the  bill,  its  general  expediency,  <&c.,  and  after 
some  discussion  rather  on  the  question  of  connect- 
ing in  one  hill  the  different  objects  it  embraces — 

Mr.  One  moyed  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  iudefinitely  postponed ;  which  motion 
was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows : 

TxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Burrill,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  QaiUard,  Johnson  of , Louisiana,  King  af  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Bmtth,  Walker  of  Alabama,  talker  of 
Georgia,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Horsey, 
Huntez,  Johnson  of  Kento^y,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Parrott»  Roberts,  Rnggles, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke, 
WilUams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wilson — ^21. 

And  the  Senate  adjourned. 


Friday,  April  21. 

Mr.  Horsey  presented  the  memorial  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Alexandria,  against  any  innovation  in  the 
judicial  system  of  the  District  of  Columbia;  and 
the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Uie  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WjiLLiAMB,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  for  the  rehef  of  paymasters  of  the  United 
States'  army,  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment. 

The  bUl  to  limit  the  term  of  office  to  certain 
officers  therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  second  time. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 


informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  an  uniform 
mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,"  in  which  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate.  They  have  also  passed 
the  bill  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  clothing  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  in  domestic  manufactures,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  with  amendments,  in  wnich  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments, and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  they 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  engrossed  bill  confirm- 
ing the  proceeding  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Uahokia,  m  the  State  of  Illinois,  in  laying 
out  a  town  on  the  commons  of  said  village,  it 
having  been  previously  read  a  third  time ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  Logan,  from  the  select  committee,  to  whom, 
was  referred  tne  resolution  giving  the  consent  of 
Congress  to  a  compact  concluded  between  the 
States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  boundary  line,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  petition  of  John 
M.  Chapron  and  others,  French  emigrants,  en- 
gaged in  cultivating  the  vine  and  olive  in  Alabama, 
adverse  to  any  relaxation  of  the  act -authorizing 
the  ^ants  to  them. 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  apinropriate  a  room 
or  rooms  in  the  custom-house  now  erecting  at  New 
Orleans,  to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  State  of  Louisiana ,  and  having 
been  amended  and  reported  to  the  Senate,  some 
debate  took  place  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which 
its  expediency  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eaton,  and 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Brown;  after  whicn  the 
bill  was  ordered  to^be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew 
McNair,  and  the  bill  from  the  other  Hou^e,  for  the 
relief  of  Elizabeth  Braden,  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands^  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
vive the  power  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertain- 
ing and  settling  land  claims,  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, at  Green  Bay,  and  at  Prairie  des  Chiens ; 
which  was  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth  (for 
the  settlement  of  his  accounts  as  army  paymaster) 
was  taken  up,  and,  after  some  discussion  of  the 
case,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  23  to  10. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Lyon  was 
taken  up,  and  after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Harbour 
on  the  propriety  of  a  general  provision  for  such 
cases,  as  proposed  by  his  resolutions,  the  bill  was 
postponed  to  Monday. 

Tne  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
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House,  "  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  th«  es- 
tablishment and  rej;ulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments,"  respecting  transfers  of 
appropriations,  And  carrying  surplusses  of  appro- 
priations to  the  sinkine;  fund. 

The  object  of  the  bill,  and  the  circumstances 
which  retidered  it  expedient,  were  explained  to  the 
Senate,  by  Mr.  Sanford,  cdnsiderably  in  detail; 
after  wnich,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time ;  as  was  also  the  bill  from  the  other  House, 
for  the  relief  of  John  Steele. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition  of  Jacques  Villere,  for  certain 
losses  sustained  by  the  operations  of  the  American 
Army  near  New  Orleans^  in  1814^—1815. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  opposed  the  motion, 
and  supported  the  justice  of  the  claim  to  indemnity; 
stating  that,  besides  these  losses,  which  were  of  a 
character  always  indemnified  by  Government,  Gov- 
ernor Villere  had  sustained  other  losses,  at  the  same 
juncture,  of  perhaps  ^100,000,  for  which  he  set  up 
no  claim,  &c.  The  motion  was  not  finally  de- 
cided to-day. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  6f 
the  United  States,  transmitting,  from  the  Secretary 
of  State,  copies  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Ministers  or  agents  of  the  United  States  and  the 
Ministers  or  Grovernment  of  Sweden,  relative  to 
the  seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation,  of  the 
ships  or  other  property  of  the  citizens  of  tne  Uni- 
ted States,  under  the  authority  of  Sweden. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

OCEAN  8MEAM8HIP  COMPANY. 

Mr.  Leake  observed  that  he  had  voted  with  the 
majority  yesterday  on  a  question  which  had  re- 
jected the  bill  to  grant  certain  privileges  to  the 
Ocean  Steamship  Company  of  New  York.  At 
the  time  that  question  was  taken,  there  was  a  bare 
quorum  of  the  Senate^  and  the  bill  had  been  lost 
by  but  one  vote ;  desirmg  to  give  the  bill  an  oppor- 
tunity of  being  decided  oy  a  fair  expression  of  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  as  well  as  because  he  was  not 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  vote  of  yesterday,  he 
moved  the  reconsideration  thereof.  This  motion 
Was  screed  to — ayes  23 — and  then  the  question  re- 
curred on  ordermg  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  the  merits 
of  the  bill ;  in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Parrott,  Wilson,  Dana,  and  Morril,  for  va- 
rious reasons — on  account  of  its  conferring  exclu* 
sive  privileges  on  a  particular  company ;  of  not 
confining  the  company  to  American  citizens  alone ; 
of  its  interference  witn  the  coasting  navigation  of 
the  country,  which  ought  to  be  encourag(^,  as  the 
nursery  of  seamen,  d^c.  The  bill  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  Dickebson,  Sanford.  Kino  of  New 
York,  and  Otib,  on  the  ground  of  tne  great  import- 
ance of  the  experiment  which  it  proposed  to  en- 
courage ;  that,  if  successful,  it  would  never  be  used 
for  the  transportation  of  any  thin^  but  passengers 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  compete  with  or  injure  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  country ;  that  the  Kendal 


coals  of  En^land^  on  the  consumption  of  which  by 
the  steamships  or  the  company  it  was 'proposed  to 
allow  a  drawback,  was'  the  only  kind  which  could 
be  used  without  injury  to  the  metal  apparatus  of 
the  ships,  &c.  This  last  feature  however,  Mr. 
Otib  moved  to  strike  out ;  which  motion  was  agreed 
to— ayes  19,  noes  12;  and  the  bill,  thus  amended, 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  aud  read  a  third  time — 
ayes  20. 


Monday,  April  24. 

A  message  from  the  Hou^  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  ftct  authorizing  the  sale  of 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land  dis- 
trict of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio;"  and,  also, 
a  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  pertain  copies  oi 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  wnich  formed  the 
Constitution;  in  which  bill  and  resolution  they 
request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale 
of  thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,"  was  read  the  second  time,  h^ 
unanimous  consent,  tind  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands.  % 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certun 
copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution,  was  read  the  second 
time,  by  unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  ti^e 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  in  additi(m  to 
the  acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the   j 
Executive  Departments,  and  for  the  relief  of  J(^ 
Steele,  were  severally  read  the  third,  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House. 

The  MU  to  amend  the  judicial  system  of  the 
United  States  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  LowRiE,  it  was  postponed  to  a  day  beyond  the 
session,  by  the  eastinj^  vote  of  the  gentleman  in  the 
Chair,  (Mr.  Kino,  of  Alabama ;)  and  the  bill  was 
of  course  rejected. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Dougherty,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  reso- 
lution, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  George  Harpole  had 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners for  ascertainingand  deciding  on  claims  to 
land  in  the  district  of  uetroit,  and  tor  settling  the 
claims  to  land  at  Green  Bay.  and  Prairie  des 
Chiens,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  was  read 
the  second  time. 

The  bill  to  appropriate  a  room  or  rooms  in  the 
custom-house  now  erecting  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  the  use  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the  Ocean 
Steamship  Company,  of  New  York,  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
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bill  regolating  the  pay  of  Surgeons  in  the  Naval 
Serrice  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  flirther  con- 
sideration thereof  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard  Smyth  was 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

HEIR8  OF  £.  A,  W.  WINTER. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  heirs  of  Elisha  and 
William  Wintet  to  file  a  i)etition  of  right  against 
the  United  States  was  acain  taken  up. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  movw  te  recommit  the  bill  to 
tlje  Judiciary  Committee,  with  instructions  so  to 
modify  it  as  to  provide  for  taking  testimony  and 
ofatainmg  evidence  in  relation  to  the  said  claim, 
as  wdl  on  the  part  of  the  claimant  as  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  be  laid  before  Congress. 

The  notion  was  opposed  and  the  bill  supported 
by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Dana, 
and  supported  by  Messrs.  Morril  and  Walker^ 
ht  QeGrgin.;  the  last  of  whom  was  averse  to  the 
bUl  itself 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  19,  noes 
15,  and  the  bill  was  recommitted  accordingly. 

DietRICT  BANKS, 
r  Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
imrta  the  House  of  Representatives  to  alter  and 
extend  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  Diitrict  of 
Columbia,  made  a  report,  accompanied  by  the 
following  substitute  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
bill: 

«Thit  (he  charters  of  die  leteral  incorporkted 
bairics,  in  the  District  of  Cotombia,  now  paying  apede 
9  which  shall  expire  before  the  ^rtt'  day  of  January, 
1882,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  extended  to  that 
tee,  any  thing  in  the  aaid  charters  to  the  eontimry 
notwithstanding :  ProMedt  That  this  act  ifaall  be  of 
BO  ioiee  or  effect  till  a  majority  in  interest  of  the 
sCocUiolders  of  the  aeveiml  banks  whoae  eharters  may 
be  hereby  extended,  shall  file  theor  declaratioBS,  in 
writing,  in  the  oiBce  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
aaa^nting  to,  and  acceptiiig  the  benefit  o^  this  act." 

The  report  and  amendment  were  read,  and 
made  the  order  for  Wednesday  next.  The  report 
is  as  follows: 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Cohimbia,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU  from  theHonie  of  Itepreaentatives, 
entitled  '*An  act  concerning  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Cohmibia,  and  for  other  purposes,''  rsspectfttBy 
submit  the  ibllewiog  report : 

Withoot  noticing  many  of  the  modifieattons  and 
conditioni  of  the  Mil,  most  of  which  the  oommtttee 
approve,  they  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  iu  prineipal  provisions.  These  are  two : 
First,  an  extension  lor  ^ye  years,  of  all  the  charters  of 
the  aeveral  incorporated  banks  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, which  now  pay,  on  demand,  their  notes  in 
specie ;  secondly,  a  plan  of  consolidation  ibr  reducing 
the  number  of  banks  to  two  in  each  town. 

As  to  the  first,  the  committee  doubt  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  existing  charters  for  so  long  a  period 
as  five  years,  conceiving,  as  thev  do,  a  more  hnmediate 
reduction  of  the  number  of  banks  in  the  District,  and, 
consequently,  of  their  expenses,  to  be  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  interest  of  the  itockholdcrs  as  well  as  of 
the  public. 


A  reason,  however,  of  more  decisive  influence  with 
the  commhtee,  is,  that  it  does  not  appear  the  present 
applications  ibr  an  extension  of  the  several  charters, 
proceeded  from  the  stockholders,  or  by  virtue  of  any 
direction  or  authority  from  them,  no  general  meeting 
of  the  stockholden  having  been  caHed,  or  other  proper 
steps  taken,  to  obtain  an  expreeaion  of  their  sense  re- 
specting the  measure  proposed.  On  the  contrary,  the 
applications  appear  to  have  been  made  by  the  several 

g residents  and  directors,  without  their  pretending  to 
ave  received  any  such  directions  or  authoritv  from 
the  siockbolders.  The  committee  do  not  consider  it 
altogether  correct  legislation  to  countenance  the  ex- 
ercise of  such  a  right  on  the  part  of  directors.  But  the 
bill  goes  farther :  it  not  onlv  admits  the  directors  thus 
to  apply  for  a  renewal  of  the  bank  charters,  but  also 
to  assent  to  and  accept  such  renewals,  with  all  the 
modifications,  restrictions,  and  conditions,  whkh  may 
be  imposed.  This  is  conferring  on  the  directors  the 
right  to  exercise  a  power,  of  all  others  the  most  import- 
ant to  the  stockholdors,  and  whidi  it  is  believed  to  bo 
their  peculiar  right  to  exeretie. 

Concerning  the  provision  which  relates  to  eoasoM- 
dation  in  otl^  bank%  desinHis  as  the  ooaumttee  are 
to  set  the  number  of  banks  reduced,  they  doubt  whe- 
ther the  present  plan  would  be  attended  with  entire 
success. 

A  dae  regard  does  not  appear  to  have  been  paid  to 
the  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  the 
committee  fear  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  are  rather 
too  coercive  for  a  plan,  the  success  of  which  must  so 
materially  depend  on  a  spirit  of  compromise  and  of 
amicable  arrangement  among  the  stockholders  of  the 
several  banks ;  at  a  time,  too,  when  stockholden  have 
but  small  inducements' to  wish  an  extension  of  their 
charters. 

The  committee  deem  it  their  duty  farther  to  state, 
that  there  appears  to  be  considerable  diviijon  of  opinion 
among  the  directors  of  the  several  buiks  remcting  the 
bill.  The  directors  of  the  banks  generally  in  Alexan- 
dria being  in  favor  of  it,  those  of  Washington  some- 
what divMed,  and  those  in  Oeorgetown  generally  op- 
posed. 

On  the  whole,  the  committoe,  af^  gi^iug  to  the 
subject  their  best  nllaction,  have  came  to  the  ooocki- 
sion  that  it  would  probably  be  more  conduetve  to  a 
spirit  of  amicable  anrangement  among  the  several 
bank%  and  the  aocomplishment  of  the  important  object 
in  view,  to  do  no  more  for  the  present,  than  to  extend 
the  charters  of  such  of  the  banks  as  expire  before  the 
fiist  day  of  January,  1822,  to  that  time ;  that  being  the 

giriod  when  the  charters  of  most  of  the  banks  in  the 
btrict  expire ;  so  that  all  may  expire  at  one  and  the 
same  time,  in  the  hope  and  expectation  that,  by  the 
next  meeting  of  Congress,  general  meetings  of  the 
stockholders  will  be  called,  and  thsir  sense  duly  taken 
on  this,  or  some  other  plan,  for  reducing  the  number 
of  banks  in  the  District  more  likely  to  insure  unani- 
mity, and  to  impart  general  satisfiction. 

DUELLING. 

The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr. 
MonniL  on  the  12th  instant,  were  taken  up  for 
consideration : 

Besohed,  That  the  practice  of  duelling  is  inhuman, 
immoral,  and  censurable. 

lUiohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutas 
would  be  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  roDs  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  the  names  of  all  persons  (hereon,  who 
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hftve  been,  or  hereafter  maj  be,  directly  or  indirectly 
engaged  in  a  dael,  or  who  may  have  been,  or  hereafter 
may  be^  in  any  way  or  manner  accessary  tl^ereto. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  addressed  the  Chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  President,  it  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  feel 
myself  compelled  to  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions  which  I  hare 
had  the  honor  to  present.  Nothing  but  an  irre- 
sistible conviction  of  propriety,  and  solemn  sense 
of  duty  to  my  €k>d  and  Country,  would  induce  me 
to  offer  my  views  on  this  occasion ;  because,  I  am 
not  insensible  of  a  diversity  of  opinion,  and  the  re- 
luctance of  many  to  agitate  the  subiect.  But, 
when  I  reflect  upon  the  attributes  of  tnat  Divine 
Being  who  has  created  and  sustains  all  worlds  and 
creatures,,  on  whom  we  are  dependent,  and  unto 
whom  we  are  under  infinite  obligations  of  love 
and  obedience,  I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  refrain. 
The  obvious  purposes  of  our  existence  as  rational 
beings  are  too  apparent  to  admit  a  doubt 

For  what  end  were  we  created?  Certainly  not 
to  annoy,  murder,  and  massacre  one  another ;  but 
to  aid  and  assist  one  another,  and,  by  kind  offices 
and  paternal  acts,  to  promote  our  peace,  prosperity, 
and  happiness.  Mankind  are  created  moral  beinfi|s, 
with  capacious  powers  and  faculties  of  mind,  by 
which  they  are  rendered  capable  of  contemplating 
sublime  subjects,  entering  into '  connexions,  and 
forming  important  associations,  by  which  individ- 
ual smd  general  happin&ss  may  be  enjoyed  and  ex- 
tensively diffused.  These  bein^  the  powers  and 
abilities  of  the  human  race,  the  idea  of  dependence 
irresistibly  connects  with  tnem  those  of  duty  and 
obligation,  not  only  to  the  Supreme  Parent  of  the 
Universe,  but  the  several  members  of  the  great 
family  ol  man,  of  which  we  are  component  parts. 
Tl^ese  are  immutable  in  their  nature  and  eternal 
in  their  duration,  and  cannot  be  canceled  by  pride, 
ambition,  nor  caprice 

These  being  my  views,  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
pardon  me  for  afi;ain  introducing  the  subject — un- 
pleasant in  itseU*,  and  unpleasant  in  its  conse- 
quences. It  cannot  be  forgotten  that^  some  one  or 
two  years  ago,  I  had  the  honor  to  offer  a  resolu- 
tion not  materially  different  from  that  on  yoiu 
table,  which  rose  irom  an  event  similar  to  that 
whicn  has  given  rise  to  the  resolutions  now  before 
the  Senate.  With  an  accommodating  disposition 
on  my  part,  I  consented  to  vary  that  resolution  to 
suit  tne  views  of  honorable  gentlemen ;  but,  being 
committed,  it  unexpectedly  passed  off  without  par- 
ticular consideration. 

During  the  last  session  of  Congress,  at  the  door 
of  your  Capitol,  another  event  oi  the  kind  occur- 
red, thou^  not  precisely  of  the  same  magnitude : 
some  of  mferior  grade,  naving  caught  the  fire  of 
honor,  must  resort  to  the  devoted  ground,  and  there 
settle  the  great  question  of  private  controversy  by 
single  combat,  which,  fortunately,  from  agitation 
or  want  of  skill,  terminated  gloriously,  without 
wound  or  bloodshed. 

But,  Mr.  President,  at  this  time  something  more 
serious  has  attracted  our  attention  and  excited  our 
feelings.  The  recent  duel  between  Commodore 
Decatur  and  Conmiodore  Barron  is  the  only  apol- 
ogy I  offer  for  again  introducing  this  subject. 


The  sentiments  which  I  entertain  are  expressed 
in  the  resolutions  before  you,  and  their  connexion 
will  induce  me,  as  I  proceed,  to  apply  my  rema^ 
to  them  both.  That  the  first  resolution  contains 
abstract  propositions  I  admit,  and  needs  but  little 
illustration ;  but  they  are  no  less  true  and  impor- 
tant in  themselves,  and  their  bearings  upon  indi- 
viduals and  community. 

Hutna^ity  is  an  exercise  of  tenderness,  benevo- 
lence and  Kindness,  toward  our  fellow  creatures, 
by  wnich  their  wants  are  relieved,  their  persons 
protected,  and  their  prosperity  promoted. 

The  exercise  of  these  is  essential  to  that  degree 
of  felicity  for  which  we  are  completely  competent 
in  this  life,  and  which  is  our  duty,  and  ought  to 
be  our  object,  to  attain.  These,  I^  presume,  are 
{Nrinciples  which  no  contemplative  mind  will  deny. 

What  is  the  chara<ner  of  the  act  by  which  the 
life,  perhaps  the  most  useful  life,  is  wantonly  taken 
by  a  fellow-citizen  ?  The  tender  feelings  of  the 
human  kind  many  times  recoil  to  see  the  tremors 
of  an  expiring  brute,  but  what  must  be  their  sensa- 
tions to  behold  the  agonies  of  death  upon  one  of 
Heaven's  fairest  sons,  struggling  under  the  pains 
of  dissolution  occasioned  by  tne  fatal  act  of  a 
brother  of  the  same  family?  Callous,  indeed^ 
must  be  the  heart,  and  indifferent  those  feeUnss, 
which  do  not  burst  forth  in  abhorrence  and  ind^- 
nation. 

Reason,  the  handmaid  of  the  best  faculties  of 
the  polished  and  improved  mind,  revolts  at  this  act 
of  violence ;  she  retires  from  tne  scene,  laments 
the  depravi^of  the  human  race,  and  aesires  to 
cast  the  mantle  of  oblivion  over  the  barbarous  acts 
of  deluded  man. 

Conscience,  that  judicious  inquisitor,  enthroned 
in  the  breast  of  our  species,  unreservedly  pfo- 
nounces  guilt,  with  all  its  concomitant  conse- 
quences. No  well-informed  faculty  of  the  human 
mind,  unbiassed  b^  prepossession,  will  volunteer 
its  aid  to  sustain  the  rucie  deed  of  violence. 

Its  only  support,  then,  is  found  in  fallacious  ai^ 
guments,  arismg  from  misconceived  opinions  of 
numan  honor. 

But,  sir,  it  is  contrary  to  )he  laws  of  your  army 
and  navy.  If  it  be  no  crime,  not  impoper,  why- 
have  you  laws  against  it^  and  regulations  to  j^e- 
vent  It  ?  Is  it  not  repugnant  to  the  universal  voice 
of  community  ?  Does  not  the  xiation  speak  one 
kngua^  on  this  subject  ?  The  country  proclaims 
a  law  irresistible  in  this  case.  Where  can  you 
find  asentence  on  the  practice,  in  any  of  your  pe^ 
riodrcal  publications,  which  does  not,  directly  or 
indirectly,  pronounce  a  censure  on  the  crime? 
Some  of^  the  States,  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an 
evil  so  unjustifiable,  have  passed  laws  well  calcu- 
lated to  suppress  it.  Among  these  is  the  State  of 
Virginia  j  and,  to  the  immortal  honor  of  the  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Barbour^  whom  I  now  have  in  mr 
eye,  was  that  bill  introduced — an  act  which  I  shall 
ever  revere,  and  which,  I  hope,  will  never  be  for- 
gotten by  his  State  nor  his  country. 

Let  the  opinion  of  the  Senate^  then,  be  expressed 
in  accordance  with  that  of  the  civilized  world,  and 
thereby  aid  the  cause  of  humanity  and  reformation. 

The  immutable  principles  of  morality  reprobate 
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the  practice.  Every  pernicious  indulgence,  which 
tenas  to  corrupt  society,  weakens  that  community, 
and  enervates  the  Government.  This  Grovern- 
ment,  more  than  any  other,  needs  the  cement  of 
those  great  moral  principles  which  connects  indi- 
viduals, and  unites  and  binds  in  one  solid  fabric 
the  great  political  body.  Knowledge  and  virtue 
form  the  grand  basis  on  which  a  prosperous  repub- 
lic is  erected,  and  the  only  ground  on  which  its 
perpetuity  can  be  justly  anticipated ;  and,  in  the 
same  proportion,  it  these  are  disre^rded  and  ne- 
glected, the  body  politic  is  contammated,  its  vigor 
reduced,  and  its  existence  endangered. 

But  this  practice  demoralizes  society,  as  it  ob- 
scures human  reason,  darkens  the  understanding, 
stupifies  the  conscience,  and  sets  at  defiance  the 
laws  of  God  and  man.  It  undervalues  human 
life,  and,  by  its  demoralizing  conseauences,  pre- 
pares the  way  for  the  conmiission  of  murder,  as- 
sassination, and  that  train  of  evils  which  is  the 
natural  result  of  the  worst  passions,  noiuished  by 
pernicious  sentiments  and  habits. 

Permit  me  to  hrinf  to  your  view  a  remark  made 
respecting  the  assassmation  of  the  Duke  de  Berri. 
"  Our  readers  will  agree  in  opinion  with  the  Count 

*  de  Labourdonnaye,  that  the  atrocious  crime  is 
'  clearly  to  be  traced  to  those  liberal  writings, 

*  which,  in  France  and  England,  have  aimed  at 
'  the  extinction  of  all  just  and  moral  feelings." 

What  better  can  be  expected  from  those  who 
pursue  a  course  in  direct  violation  both  of  divine 
and  human  laws?  ''Thou  shalt  not  kill,"  is  a 
divine  command;  and  ''Whoso  sheddeth  man's 
bloody  by  man  shall  his  blood  be  shed." 

I  am  not  insensible,  sir.  that  a  disquisition  on 
ethics  may  be  cold,  insipid,  and  unpleasant ;  but, 
according  to  my  views  of  tne  subject,  I  hope  to  be 
indulged  to  express  an  opinion. 

But,  sir,  I  am  dbposed  to  examine  the  subject  in 
another,  and  perhaps  more  acceptable  point  of  light. 
I  wish  to  have  the  practice  suppressed,  because 
many  times  the  most  useful  and  valuable  men  are 
sacrinced.  It  prevails  more  generally  in  the  army 
and  navy,  and  among  men  hish  in  rank  and  esti- 
mation. Their  native  talents  nave  been  cherished 
and  expanded  in  the  school  of  their  country,  by 
which  thev  are  identified  with  the  property,  pros- 
perity, and  interest  of  the  nation. 

The  nation  has  taught  and  employed  them,  by 
which  they  have  acquired  that  knowledge  and 
skill  which  render  them  respected  and  usefcQ.  For 
this  aid,  protection,  and  honor,  they  are  indebted 
to  their  country ;  and  this  country  nas  a  claim  to 
their  services,  to  whom  they  owe  a  duty  that  can- 
not be  cancculed  by  pride  nor  vanity.  The  life 
and  talents  of  a  public  ofi&cer,  thus  situated,  are 
not  at  his  own  disposal — they  are  pledged  to  his 
country. 

These  are  the  men  the  nation  wants^men  of 
tried  eourage  and  bravery — that  confidence  may  be 
inspired  in  those  whom,  in  the  hour  of  dansrer, 
they  may  command ;  "  a  name  is  often  but  another 
word  for  victory."  Are  talents  thus  enlarged  and 
improved  the  property  of  the  nation ;  is  it  not  the 
highest  duty  of  the  nation  to  protect  this  property, 
aiM  secure  it  against  invasion?    Is  not  the  Gov- 


ernment bound  to  arrest  the  progress  of  an  evil  by 
which  its  best  blood  is  lost,  and  its  most  important 
interests  threatened?  Let  the  practice  continue 
unmolested,  and  it  acquires  countenance,  and  its 
votaries  strength ;  and,  by  imperceptible  progress, 
becomes  the  common  law  of  the  country. 

But  there  is  another  reason  which  ought  to  have 
influence  in  this  case :  The  vilest  characters  may 
destroy  the  best  of  men.  For,  on  the  principles 
asstuned.  they  are  no  more  exempt  than  the  most 
base  of  tne  human  race.  The  false  rules  of  honor 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  useful  and  the  brave, 
as  to  him  who  is  worthless  and  a  mere  nuisance  in 
society.  There  is,  then,  neither  safety  nor  protec- 
tion where  false  principles  pedominate^  and  are 
controlled  by  passion,  prejudice,  or  caprice.  Un- 
important things,  under  such  influence,  impel  to 
the  fatal  contest ;  and  even  things  not  true,  by  per- 
version and  misapplication,  are  made  the  occasion 
of  dreadful  consequences.  This  is  true  in  the  in- 
stance to  which  I  have  referred.  Barron  charged 
Decatur  with  using  certain  improper  expressions ; 
which,  however,  Decatur  immediately  disclaimed ; 
but  they  were  made  the  occasion  of  tneir  unhappy 
meeting.  Hence  the  necessity  of  the  interposition 
of  some  effectual  remedy  to  prevent  occurrences  so 
destructive  and  censurable;  otherwise  you  pros- 
trate, at  the  mercy  of  the  rudest  passions  vvnich 
can  predominate  in  the  depraved  breast,  the  lives 
of  your  most  valuable  and  useful  citizens. 

If  my  remarks  are  not  correct,  why  have  you 
laws  and  regulations  on  the  subject?  And  if  they 
are,  is  it  not  proper  to  interpose  and  make  those 
regulations  effectual  to  accomplish  their  object? 
The  safety  the  interest,  and  the  nonor  of  the  coun- 
try re<}uire  the  adoption  of  a  course  which  shall 
bring  mto  contempt  the  practice  of  duelling.  'TP'or, 
as  a  fool  dieth,  so  they  die." 

It  may  be  said  it  is  not  necessary,  because  the 
President  has  power  already  to  strike  from  the  rolls 
of  the  army  and  navy  such  offenders  as  he  may 
think  proper.  Admit  the  fact ;  Imt  we  are  taught 
from  experience  that  this  does  not  render  the  ex- 
pression of  an  opinion  on  the  subject  unimportant. 
We  are  too  well  acquainted  witn  human  nature, 
and  the  frailty  of  man,  to  believe  any  one  will 
take  a  responsibility  upon  himself  that  he  can  pos- 
sibly avoid.  Merely  from  this  circumstance,  then, 
there  is  no  reason  to  calculate  upon  any  important 
reform.  The  connexion  subsisting  between  the 
commander-in-chief  and  the  subordinate  officers, 
is  of  such  a  nature  as  to  preclude  a  probability  of 
a  radical  amendment 

Resolutions  on  the  subject  present  to  the  world 
our  views  of  the  practice,  at  the  same  time  they 
tend  to  sustain  the  President  in  any  course  he  may 
be  disposed  to  pursue.  This,  by  aividing  the  re- 
sponsibility^ relieves  the  commander-in-chief  of  a 
burden,  wnich  he  must  oUierwise  endure,  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  a  duty  that  he  owes  to  him- 
self and  his  country. 

This  object  cannot  be  effected  by  punishment. 
It  is  a  vain  thing  to  think  about  shooting  or  hang- 
ing persons  for  this  offence,  (more  especially  if 
never  performed ;)  death,  in  any  of  its  most  hideotis 
forms,  is  altogether  insimcient  to  deter  him  who 
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can  be  impelled,  under  any  circumstances,  to  pre- 
sent himself  a  mark  in  sinsle  combat.  No,^ir,  the 
practice  must  be  rendered  disgraceful;  this,  and 
this  alone,  will  be  sufficient  to  peponderate  against 
the  fallacious  arguments  and  aosurd  notions  of 
false  honor. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  have  an  additional  induce- 
ment to  revive  this  subject  at  this  time.  Decatur 
is  sacrificed — he  is  gone !  Ai^d  lamentable  to  re- 
late, he  has  fallen  a  martyr  at  the  shrine  of  false 
honor ;  a  victim  to  principles  founded  on  mistaken 
notions  of  true  greatness,  of  real  magnanimity  of 
soul.  Yes.  sir,  he  who,  before  the  waUs  of  Tripoli 
the  Britisn  Macedonian,  and  in  every  instance 
where  skill  and  courage  could  be  display ed^  main- 
tained the  independence  and  glory  of  the  Ameri- 
can eagle ;  he  who  ranked  among  the  first  sons  of 
Neptune,  high  udl  his  country's  esteem,  calm  and 
unmoved  in  danger,  collected,  manly^  and  noble 
in  victory,  is  fallen  I  But,  sir,  he  considered  him- 
self bound  by  his  own  rules.    Fatal  error !    "I  do 

<  not  think  that  fighting  duels^  under  any  circum- 
'  stances,  can  raise  the  reputation  of  any  man,  and 
'  have  long  since  dbcovered  that  it  is  not  even  an 
^  unerring  criterion  of  personal  courage.  1  should 
'  regret  the  necessity  of  fighting  with  any  man;  but, 
'  in  my  opinion,  the  man  who  makes  arms  his  pro- 
^  iession  isnot  at  liberty  to  decline  an  invitation  from 
'  any  person  who  is  not  so  far  degraded  as  to  be 
'  beneath  his  notice.    Having  incautiously  said  I 

*  would  meet  you,  I  will  not  consider  this  to  be 
^  vour  case,  although  many  think  so ;  and  if  I 

<  had  not  pledged  myself^  I  might  reconsider  the 

*  case."* 

Here  we  see,  with  reluctance  and  regret  he  re^ 
paired  to  the  fatal  spot,  the  devoted  field  of  slaugh- 
ter ;  being  under  an  imaginary  obligation,  by  the 
incautious  adoption  of  erroneous  principles,  no  af- 
fection to  his  family^  no  love  of  country,  nor  at- 
tachment to  life,  with  all  its  enjoyments,  was 
sufficient  to  outweigh  his  preconceived  opinions: 
"I  am  bound  by  my  own  rules,  to  them  I  must  sub- 
mit." *4n  my  opinion,  the  man  who  makes  arms 
'  his  profession  is  not  at  liberty  to  decline  an  invi- 
'  tation  from  any  person  who  is  not  so  far  degraded 
'  as  to  be  beneath  his  notice." 

Decatur  is  no  more — ^he  sleeps  in  silence !  His 
trophies  fade  with  his  countenance,  and  wither  in 
his  death !  He  is  borne  to  the  tomb,  the  asyluqi 
of  the  dead !  The  navy  and  the  country  sustain  a 
loss  which  possibly  might  have  been  avoided,  if 
such  measures  had  been  seasonably  adopted  as 
were  within  the  power  of  the  Government. 

For  a  moment  reflect  on  the  consequences.  See 
the  rolling  tears  and  heart-rending  grief  of  i^  bosom 
comnanion  I  Imagine  the  distress  of  a  dbconsolate 
family  I  Behold  the  crowd  of  weeping  connexions, 
mourning  around  the  pale,  the  lifdess  corpse ! 

Is  this  all  ?  See  a  weeping  country !  Behold  the 
footsteps  of  thousands,  watered  with  tears,  march- 
ing to  the  receptacle  of  the  dead !  See  your  ships 
cl^  in  mourning,  and  their  officers  with  the  ba^dges 
of  lamentation!  All  this,  and  more  than  thi& 
growing  out  of  an  event  repugnant  to  all  moral 

*  Pecatur'g  letter  to  Barron. 


feeling,  and  censured  by  every  reflecting  mind  act^ 
ing  in  its  individual  capacity. 

Sir,  shall  we  be  silent,  and  not  attempt  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  an  evil  thus  destructive;  an  act 
which  lastens  reproach  upon  survivors,  and  a  stig- 
ma, on  posterity?  Will  you  stand  an  indiflerent 
spectator,  and  s6e  your  officers  swept  from  your 
army  and  navy  in  this  ruthless  manner,  and  not 
say  to  the  devouring  despot,  "  Thou  shalt  go  no 
further?" 

Sir^  let  a  man  believe  duelling  justifiable  on  any 
principle,  or  under  any  circumstances,  and  no  mil- 
itary glory,  no  lustre  of  character,  no  ardor  of 
friendsnip,  no  conjugal  afiection,  no  attachment  to 
life,  no  love  of  country,  and  desire  to  promote  its 
honor  and  prosperity,  will  shield  him  from  the 
deadly  combat. 

Mr.  Wii^LiAMs,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  lay  the 
resolutions  on  the  table,  believing,  in  regard  to  the 
first  resolution,  that  it  was  a  waste  of  time  to  be 
arguing  abstract  propositions;  that  in  regard  to 
the  second,  the  President  already  had  the  power 
vested  in  him  by  law  to  do  what  was  proposed ; 
and  that  if  he  had  neglected  to  execute  the  law, 
and  it  was  intended  to  take  any  step  in  relation  to 
it,  he  ought  to  be  approached  in  a  different  way. 

The  motion  prevailed,  without  a  division,  and 
the  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
accordingly. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS.    ^ 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners for  laying  out  a  road  from  Wheeling  to 
the  Mississippi,  by  the  seats  of  Government  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  (being  a  continuation  of  the 
Cumberland  road,)  and  for  surveyinc;  and  mark- 
ins  out  the  course  of  certain  canals  between  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  bays,  and  the  Raritan, 
&c.,  was  taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair. 

Mr.  0x18.  with  the  view  erf  avoiding  all  dif- 
ficulty whicn  might  crow  out  of  a  diflerence  of 
opinion  between  the  Le^skture  and  the  Execu- 
tive, as  to  the  Constitutional  power  of  providing 
for  these  improvements,  by  leaving  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  relates  to  the  road  itself,  which  object 
had  been  authorized  by  the  compact  with  the  Ter- 
ritory Northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  since  recognised 
by  acts  of  Congress ;  and  to  separate  two  objects 
which  involve  very  different  considerations,  though 
not  in  his  mind,  &c.,  moved  to  recommit  the  biU 
with  instructions  to  strike  out  that  section  thereof 
which  relates  to  the  canals ;  whfch  object,  he  said, 
could  be  brought  forward  in  a  separate  proposi- 
tion, and  the  provision  for  th^  road  be  permitted 
to  proceed. 

Mr.  DicKERSON  opposed  the  motion,  and  sup- 
ported the  Constitutional  power,  as  well  as  great 
expediency,  and  the  small  expense  requisite,  for 
making  the  surveys  directed  by  the  bill  for  canak. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Noble  and 
by  Mr.  R.  Kino — the  former  fearing  that  the  con- 
nexion of  the  two  subjects  in  one  bill  might  retard, 
if  not  defeat,  the  part  concerning  the  road ;  and 
the  latter,  on  the  ^ound  that  as  the  two  su^ects 
involved  in  the  mmds  of  some  different  coDsider- 
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ations,  they  had  better  be  separated,  and  a  bill 
reported  for  each  object  by  itself. 

The  question  was  first  takcoi  on  recommitting 
the  bill,  and  a|^eed  to— ayes  27 ;  and  that  part  c? 
the  motion  to  mstruct  the  committee  to  strike  out 
the  section  was  negatived — ^leaving  the  committee 
to  report  as  they  might  think  proper. , 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  ACT. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives)  sup- 
plementary to  the  Reyohitionary  pension  act  of 
March  18, 1818 — ^the  following  amendment,  report- 
ed hj  tke  Committee  on  Pensions,  being  under 
consideration,  vizt  "  That  no  person  shall  receire 
any  pension  under  this  act  who  shall  derive  fVom 
the  United  States,  as  a  salary  for  services,  or  as 
perquisites  of  any  office, dollars  per  annum."^ 

After  some  conversation  on  the  expediency  of 
this  amendment,  it  was  agreed  to ;  when 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  on  the  ground  that  the  provis- 
ion of  the  bill  wnich  requires  each  pensioner  to 
furnish  a  schedule  of  his  propertv,  and  directs  an 
entire  review  and  revision  of  tne  justice  of  the 
cases  now  enrolled  on  the  pensi6n  bst,  amounting 
to  seventeen  or  eu^hteen  thousand,  would  be  unrea-r 
sonable  and  hara  on  the  great  mass  of  them  who, 
it  should  be  presumed,  were  rightfully  placed  there, 
and  received  the  benefits  of  the  act:  the  great 
labor  it  would  uselessly  throw  upon  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  judges,  as  well  as  the  great  delay  and 
the  expense  to  the  applicants,  dtc,  moved  to  amend 
the  first  sectiiNi  of  the  bill,  so  as  to  authcMrize  the 
inquiry  and  revision  in  tnose  cases  only  where 
cause  therefor  should  appear  sufficient  to  the  S^- 
retary  of  War. 

This  proposition  gave  rise  to  a  debate  which  con- 
tinued^ without  terminating,  till  after  four  o'clock; 
in  which  the  niotives,  the  policy,  dtc,  of  the  act  of 
March,  1818,  as  well  as  the  right  and  expediency 
of  repealing  or  modifying  it,  were  all  widely  dis- 
cussed. The  amendment  was  advocated  by  Messrs. 
Van  Dyke,  Wilson,  Mellen,  Burrill^tis, 
and  Dana  ;  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Walk- 
er of  Georgia,  Eaton,  Roberts,  Barbour,  and 
Smith.  The  question  was  not  taken  before  the 
Senate  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  April  25. 

Mr.  Sanpord^  from  the  Committee  on  FiniM:ice, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act 
extending  the  time  fc^r  the  redeopiption  of  land  sold 
(ot  direct  taxes  in  certain  cases ;''  the  bill,  entitled 
<^An  act  for  the  relief  of  San^  B,  Beall;"  and 
also  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of 
Maortha  Flood,"  reported  the  same,  respectively, 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  Mbllbn  submitted  the  following  motion 
f(^  consideration : 

Rmohedf  That  the  ConunittM  on  FoMlgn  ReU- 
tioDs  be  instmcted  to  inqaire  what  measurM  it  may 
be  erpodiont  lor  Confress  to  adopt  respoclinif  tho  im- 
portation of  plaster  of  Paris  from  the  provinoo  of  New 
Branswiek,  in  conieqntnce  of  a  dn^  lately  imposed 
by  its  Legiislatare  on  the  exportation  of  that  article  from 
ceitam  parts  of  said  province. 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  sale  of 
thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  John  Dougnerty )  and 
in  concurrence  therewith,  the  petitioner  had  leave 
to  withdraw  his  petition. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee  on 
Roads  and  Canals,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the 
biU  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  lay  out  the  road  and  canals  therein  men- 
tioned, r^rted  the  same  with  amendments,  which 
were  read. 

He  further  reported  a  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  examine  the  canals 
therein  mentioned ;  and  the  bill  was  read,  and 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whode^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in 
force  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  and  to  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and  also 
to  make  further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime 
of  piracy :  and  no  amendment  having  been  made 
thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the  House^  and  ordared 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Matthew  Lyon ;  and  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Wil- 
son, it  was  laui  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JoHveoN,  of  Kentucky,  presented  the  petir 
tion  of  Nicholas  Boilevin,  praying  remuneration 
fcNT  prop^ty  destroyed  durmg  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  by  the  enemy,  as  stated  in  the  peti-. 
tion  J  and,  also,  the  petition  of  John  Clemore,  of 
John  Rimoe,  and  of  John  Cardinal,  prajring  com- 
pensation for  lost  horses ;  and  the  petitions  were 
severally  read^  and  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judici- 
ary, to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  for  the 
distribiidon  of  certain  copies  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution,  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing 
them  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Journals  of 
the  Senate  preceding  the  year  1814,  made  a  report ; 
which  was  read. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  ACT. 

The  Senate  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chaif ,) 
the  bill  in  addition  to  the  Revolutionary  pension 
act  of  1818 — Mr.  Van  Dykb's  amendment  to  con- 
fine the  revision  of  pensions,  the  examination  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  pensioners,  dbc,  to  spe- 
cial cases,  concerning  which  the  Secretary  of 
War  shaU  entertain  doubts,  or  such  as  he  may 
.deem  there  is  sufficient  cause  to  justify  an  in- 
quiry into,  being  still  under  consideration. 

Tne  debate  was  resumed  on  the  merits  of  th^ 
act  of  1818,  as  well  as  on  the  amendment,  and 
continued  some  time,  chiefly  by  Mr.  Otis  for  the. 
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amendment^  and  Mr.  Smith  against  it.  The 
question  being  taken  on  the  amendment^  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  as  follows: 

TxAB — Messrs.  Bamll,  Dana,  Edwards,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, , 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Boggles, 
Sanford,  Tichcnor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Elliot, 
Oailtard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants,  Rob- 
erU,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Missis- 
sippi, and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 28.  . 

Mr.  MoRRiL  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  the  following  proviso,  the  words  thereof 
in  italics  being  added  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mel- 
len: 

Andprovidedtabot  That  in  all  cases  in  which  any 
pensioner,  and  two  or  more  credible  and  disinterested 
citixens,  not  relative^,  whose  credibility  shall  be  certi- 
fied by  the  court,  or  some  judge  or  justice  thereof,  be- 
fore whom  such  testimony  may  be  taken,  will  give 
affidavit  that  they  are  well  acquainted  with  the  cir- 
cumstances of  aaid  pensioner,  and  that  they  faUy  be- 
lieve the  whole  value  of  all  his  real  and  persohal  es^ 
tate,  exclusive  of  debts,  has  not  at  hny  time  since  the 
18th  March,  1818,  exceeded  the  sum  of  •«-**  doUars, 
sbally  on  transmittiDg  said  affidavit,  so  certified,  to  the 
Department  of  War,  at  any  time  within  tix  tnanths 
from  the  passing  of  this  act,  be  exempted  from  com- 
plying with  the  foregoing  i»oTisions  of  this  sectien. 

This  amendment  likewise  produced  si  good  deal 
of  debate,  in  which  it  was  idvocated  1^  Messrs. 
Morril,  Mellen,  Burrill,  Otis,  and  Van  Dtke, 
and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Eaton,  Roberts, 
and  Macon  ;  and  the  amendment  vras  finally  re- 
jected by  a  considerable  majority. 

Mr.  RuGOLES  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  with 
instruction^  to  reduce  the  amount  of  pension  now 
allowed  by  law,  deeming  this  course  preferable  to 
the  bill,  as  it  stood  *,  but  the  motion  was  lost 

Mr.  Wilson  then  moved  the  indefinite  {post- 
ponement of  the  bill ;  which  motion  was  ncsativckl 
oy  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  18,  nays  23,  as  folkyws : 

TsAS — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson— 18. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot^  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Roberts, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi, 
and  Williams  of  Tennessee    88. 

Various  propositions  to  amend  the  bill  were 
made,  in  the  discussion  of  which  the  merits  and 
demerits  of  the  act  of  1818  continued  to  enter 
largd)r  into  view,  as  well  as  the  merits  of  the  mo- 
tions immediately  under  consideration.  Messrs. 
Tichenor,  Ruggles,  and  King,  of  New  Yoiic,  in 
addition  to  the  gentlemen  namea  above,  participa- 
ted in  these  discussions.  All  attemnts  to  modify 
the  bill  in  any  maimer  having  iaued — naaij  of 
those  who  opposed  the  amendment  doins  so  from 
a  fear  of  endangering  the  bill— 4he  bm  was  at 
kngth  reported  to  the  Senate. 


Mr.  Burrill  then  moved  an  amendment,  (bffered 
by  Mr.  Mellen  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but 
negatived  there  by  the  casting  vote  of  the  chair- 
man,^ which  was,  with  "  his  necessary  clothing 
and  oedding,"  the  articles  allowed  to  be  excepted 
in  the  schedule  to  be  furnished  by  the  pensioner  of 
his  property,  to  include  in  this  exception  also  bis 
"  housdiold  fumitwe." 

This  amendment  was  also  negatived  by  yeas 
and  nays,  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17,  as  follovrs : 

YsAs — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  8an* 
fiM-d,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  and  Wilson — 17. 

Nats — Messrs.  JSarbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Logan,  Maoon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
RoberU,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas*  Van  Dyke, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  and  Williams 
of  Mississippi-;— 23. 

The  Senate  then  disagreed  to  the  amendment 
which  had  been  reported  to  the  bill  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pensions,  and  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  exclude  from  the  ben^ts  of  the  act 
every  person  receiving  any  salary  or  perquisites  o£ 
office,  either  from  the  Umted  States  or  any  indi- 
vidual State. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  t^  read  a  third  time,  (exacdy  in  the  shape 
in  w;hich  it  came  firom  the  other  House,)  and  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  the  follovving  vote: 

YxAs-^Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Baton,  Edwards, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of 
Alebema,  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleesants^ 
Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee— 84. 

Nats — Messrs.  BurriH,  Dana,  Diekerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King  of  New  York,  Jjanman, 
Lowrie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Parrott,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford,  Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson — 17. 


Wednesday,  April  26. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  containing  statements 
showing  the  amount  of  capital  subscnoed  and  paid 
to  each  bank  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  made  in 
pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
17th  instant ;  and  the  report  was  read. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Burrill,  the  Message  from 
the  President  or  the  United  States,  transmitting, 
pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  21st  of 
March  last,  copies  of  the  correspond^ice  between 
the  Ministers  or  other  agents  of  the  United  States, 
and  Ministers  or  Government  of  Sweden,  rda* 
tive  to  the  seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation, 
of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  authority  of  Swe- 
den, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  25th  instant,  for  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  respecting  the 
importation  of  plaster  of  Paris,  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  corn- 
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misnonen  to  examine  the  canals  therein  men- 
tioned, was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Van  Dykb,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean 
Weymonth,  praying  an  increase  of  pension,  made 
a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  thepe- 
titioner  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  an  act  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  nunish 
the  crime  of  piracy;  and,  also,  to  niake  further 
provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy,  was 
read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  an  act, 
entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  en- 
nged  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
states  in  the  Revolutionary  war,'  passed  the  eigh- 
terath  day  of  March,  1818,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the  Navy. 

ConsideraUe  debate  took  place  on  the  question 
of  agreeing  to  the  sums  inserted  in  the  bill  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole;  also,  on  the  exjjediency  of 
at  this  time  increasing  the  compensation,  or  the 
equity  of  augmenting  the  pay  of  navy  surgeons 
without  adding  also  to  that  or  army  surgeons,  their 
rdative  services,  dbc.,  in  which  discussions  Messrs. 
Plea8aiit8,Burrill.  Van  Dyke,  Trimble,Mor- 
RiLj  and  Johnson,  or  Kentucky,  were  principally 
active. 

The  proceedings  resulted  in  the  indefinite  post- 
ponement of  this  bill,  and,  of  course,  its  rejection. 

The  hills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
John  B.  R^^nier^  for  the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones, 
and  for  the  relier  of  Captain  Stanton  Sholes,  were 
successively  taken  up,  considered  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  and  severally  ordered  to  ^  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller,  gi^nt- 
ing  him  a  tract  of  land  in  consideration  ot  a  very 
important  and  eminently  hazardous  service  per- 
formed in  the  Indian  war,  under  General  Wayne, 
who  promised  him,  on  the  part  of  the  Government, 
ample  recompense  for  his  intrepidity,  but,  though 
reduced  to  poverty,  he  has  not  applied  for  any  re- 
lief until  now;  and  the  case  is  strongly  urged  to 
the  attention  of  Congress  by  the  Legislature  of 
Kentucky. 

The  bill  was  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr.  John- 
son, of  Kentucky,  and  by  Mr.  Barbotjr,  and  af- 
ter some  opposition  by  Messrs.  Williams,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Eaton,  Lowrie,  and  Roberts,  on  the 
ground  of  the  case  not  coming  within  any  princi- 
pes  on  which  Confess  had  given  pensions  or  do- 
nations, and  of  the  inability  of  the  Government  to 
reward  all  cases  of  meritorious  service,  where  no 
disability  ensued — 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table.  # 

BAPTIST  CONVENTION. 

The  Senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  incorporate  the  General  Convention  of 
the  Baptist  denomination,  in  the  District  of  Q6- 
lombia,  for  evangelical  and  literary  purposes. 
16th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 21 


Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  this 
bill  be  indefinitely  postponed,  which  motion  was 
supported  by  himself  and  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
on  the  ground  of  their  repugnance  to  take  any 
step  whatever  which  ffave  to  a  religious  society 
secular  power,  and  which  might  serve  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  future  acts  of  an  unconstitutional  ten- 
dency ;  of  their  desire  to  act  rigidly  up  to  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  wise  provision  in  the  Constitution 
which  forbade  Congress  to  make  any  law  concern- 
ing an  establishment  of  religion ;  because  the  in- 
corporation of  one  sect  would  lead  to  applications 
from  others,  and  it  was  best  not  to  set  an  exam- 
ple, dbc. 

The  motion  was  opposed  hy  Messrs.  Wilson, 
DioKBRSON.  and  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  on  the 
ground  of  tne  unexceptionable  nature  ot  the  bill, 
which  was  merely  to  enable  a  number  of  persons 
of  a  particular  society  to  hold  real  estate — that 
they  were- about  erecting  in  the  District  an  exten- 
sive seminary  of  learning,  and  possessed  a  parcel 
of  ground  intended  for  that  purpose,  which  it  was 
necessary  to  hold  in  a  corporate  cnaracter ;  that, 
for  want  of  that  character,  they  were  obliged  to 
forego  donations,  dc.;  that  their  object  was  literary, 
and  deserved  encouragement;  and  that  the  bill 
possessed  no  feature,  or  had  any  tendency  at  all 
unconstitutional,  dbc. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  pre- 
vailed without  a  division,  and  the  bill  was  rejected. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  extend  the  charters  of  the  Banks 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  substitute  re- 
ported to  that  bill  by  the  Committee  on  the  District. 
The  bill  from  the  other  House  provides  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  charters,  (including  the  Bank  of 
Columbia,  which  derived  its  charter,  without  limi- 
tation, from  the  State  of  Marvland)  for  the  term 
of  five  years — ^but  if  the  banks  shall,  in  six  months, 
signify  their  willingness,  by  consent  of  their  stock- 
holders, to  unite  their  interest  so  as  to  reduce  the 
numbor  (thirteen)  into  two  in  each  of  the  three 
towns  of  the  District,  then  their  charters  shall  be, 
under  certain  other  conditions,  extended  to  twenty 
years,  &c.  The  committee  propose  a  substitute  for 
this  bill,  simply  extending  to  January,  1822,  the 
charters  of  such  banks  as  expire  previously  to  that 
day — ^not,  of  course,  including  tne  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  HoRSET  explained  to  the  Senate  the  reasons 
which  influenced  the  committee  to  recommend  the 
course  proposed  by  the  substitute,  which  were  sub- 
stantially aetailed  in  the  report  which  accompanied 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  amend  the  amendment, 
so  as  to  include  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Co- 
lumbia within  the  limitation  imposed  on  the  other 
banks — [the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Columbia  was 
granted  by  the  State  of  Maryland,  before  the  re- 
moval of  the  Seat  of  Government  to  this  District, 
and  is  unlimited  in  its  duration.] 

The  motion  veas  supported  at  some  length  by 
the  mover,  and  by  Mr.  Burrill,  who  also  support- 
ed the  bill  from  the  other  House  in  preference  to 
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the  substitute  reported  by  the  committee.  The 
motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Horsey,  repeatedly, 
and  at  some  Ifoigth,  on  the  ground  principally  that 
this  bill  was  a  tanporary  measure  only,  and  when 
the  subject  should  be  hereafter  taken  up  for  per- 
manent disposition,  it  would  be  time  enough  to 
change  the  tenure  of  this  bank,  and  place  it  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  others. 

The  question  being  taken,  the  motion  was  agreed 
to  without  a  division. 

Mr»  Trimble  moved  an  additional  proviso  to 
the  bUl,  in  the  following  words: 

''And  provided,  aIio,  that  any  stockholder  of  any 
bank  which  may  be  con  tinned  in  operation  tinder  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  shall  have  the  privilege  of  with- 
drawing his  or  her  stock  at  any  time  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  existing  charter  of  such  bank." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hor- 
sey and  Otis,  the  latter  of  whoiti  entered  also 
into  an  argument  in  support  of  the  substitute  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  from  the  other  House. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  divi^ 
sion. 

Mr.  Roberts  submitted  some  of  the  reasons 
which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  bill  as  it  came 
from  the  other  House ;  but,  not  willing  to  act  pre- 
cipitately on  a  subject  involving  so  extensively  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  the- District,  he  moved  the 
postponement  of  the  bill  until  to-morrow ;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 


Thursday,  April  27. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  land  offices  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Noble,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Militia, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  biU,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field 
exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States,"  re- 
ported the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Pensions,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Dean  Weymouth, 
praying  an  increase  of  pension ;  and,  in  concur- 
rence therewith,  resolved,  that  the  petitioner  have 
leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  rdief  of  Chris- 
topher Miller,  which  was  further  advocated  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  also  by  Messrs. 
Logan,  Tichenor,  and  Lanman.  The  bill  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Smith,  from  an  unwillingness  to 
vote  a  donation  of  the  public  land  in  a  case  which 
might  establish  a  precedent  deingerous  to  the  pub- 
lic interest;  and  because  Congress  had  rejected 
appeals  to  *their  bounty  in  cases  of  equal  merit, 
TOirticularly  that  of  Colonel  Dale,  of  Alabama,  &c. 
The  debate  continued  some  time,  and  in  its  pro- 
cess elicited  notices  of  several  of  those  interesting 
instances  of  personal  bravery  and  hazardous  en- 
terprise with  which  the  history  of  our  frontier 
conflicts  with  the  Indians  so  much  abound. 


The  bill  having  undergone  some  amendment, 
not  affecting  its  principle,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  Mississippi,  it  was  ordered  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  amendments  of  the  other  House  to  the  biU 
establishing  additional  land  offices  in  Alabama, 

(proposing  to  establish  additional  offices  also  in 
Ddiana  and  Illinois,)  were  read,  and  referred. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  Regnier,  for 
the  relief  of  Fielding  Jones,  and  for  the  relief  of 
Captain  Stanton  Sholes,  were  severally  read  the 
third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
House. 

DISTRICT  BANKS. 

The  Senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  modify  and  ex- 
tend the  charters  of  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia — the  substitute  reported  thereto  by  the 
District  Committee  of  the  -Senate  being  yet  under 
consideration. 

Mr.  Roberts  {igain  submitted,  more  at  large, 
his  views  in  support  of  the  bill  of  the  other  House, 
in  preference  to  the  substitute;  believing  that  the 
former  would  be  beneficial,  the  other  extremely 
hurtful,  to  the  interests  of  the  District. 

Mr.  Otis  took  the  other  side  of  the  question, 
and  spoke  at  len^h,  to  show  some  of  the  novdties, 
if  not  incongruities  of  the  bill,  which  there  was 
not  time  now  to  examine  and  correct,  or  to  obtain 
the  information  and  give  the  necessary  attention 
to  the  facts  involved  in  a  decision  on  the  details  of 
the  system  presented  by  the  bilL  He  decidedly 
preferred  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  was  averse  to  the  amendment, . 
believing  it  incumbent  on  Congress  now  to  act,  if 
not  by  adopting  the  bill  of  the  other  House,  at 
least  in  some  conclusive  way,  to  save  the  peof4e 
of  the  District  from  the  ruin  which  would  ensue 
from  failing  to  act,  or  compelling  the  banks  to 
wind  up — as  it  was  impossible,  under  the  present 
difficulties  of  the  times,  and  the  present  scarcity  of 
money,  for  individuals  to  pay  up  their  debts  to 
the  banks.  He  argued,  also,  tnat  the  bill  was  not 
so  objectionable  as  was  stated,,  and  that  there  was 
abundant  time  to  examine  and  decide  on  it. 

Mr.  Horsey  argued  to  show  that  the  plan  pre- 
sented by  the  bill  was  not  sufficiently  matured  to 
give  general  satisfaction  to  those  concerned,  or 
calculated  for  a  permanent  state  of  things ;  that  it 
would  be  better  to  give  a  tejnaporary  extension  of 
the  charters,  and,  in  the  meantime.  Congress  could 
legislate  with  better  lights,  and  more  in  conformity 
with  correct  principles,  as  well  as  with  a  just  re- 

SLrd  to  the  interests  and  wishes  of  the  District, 
e  reviewed  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  show 
their  impracticable,  their  onerous,  partial,  unreci- 
procal,  mischievous,  and  inexpedient  character, 
particularly  in  the  consolidating  feature  of  it. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  argued  that  the  bill  embraced 
every  thing  useful  which  the  substitute  contained, 
and  other  provisions  which  went  much  further, 
and  were  equally  beneficial ;  that  the  bill  woulo 
work  none  of  the  mischiefs  predicted;  that  it 
would  reduce  the  number  of  banks,  and  provide  a 
remedy,  without  delay,  for  evils  which  exist ;  that 
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the  bill  was  approred  by  the  best  conducted,  the 
safest,  and  most  solid  banks  in  the  District. 

Mr.  RuFus  Kino  was  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  averse  to  the  amalgamation  as  pro- 
vided by  the  bill,  as  going  to  unite  and  give  a  per- 
manent legal  charter  to  institutions,  many  of 
which  were  unworthy  of  it ;  that  the  proposed 
capital  was  too  large,  and  would  be,  as  it  was  now, 
to  a  great  extent,  unreal :  that,  if  the  consolidation 
were  expedient,  such  only  ought  to  be  permitted 
as  were  ascertained,  by  agents  appointed  by  the 
Grovemment,  to  have  a  real  capital,  and  a  capacity 
to  transact  an  honest  and  fair  business,  and  those 
of  a  different  character  should  be  compelled  to 
wind  up  and  close  their  accounts ;  that  he  would 
have  but  one  in  each  town,  with  an  abundant  cap- 
ital f  that^  to  allow  an  examination  of  the  affiurs 
of  these  mstitutions,  preparatory  to  a  permanent 
atate  of  things,  he  would  extend  them  tempora- 
nhr,  as  proposed  by*  the  substitute. 

Mr.  Roberts  could  perceive  no  ill  effect  likely 
to  arise  from  the  bill,  which  would  not  also  pro- 
ceed from  the  course  proposed  by  the  committee ; 
that  the  amalgamation  would  necessarilv  produce  a 
scrutiny  into  the  affairs  of  the  several  banks,  and 
good  capital  only  would  be  accq)ted.  He  replied 
to  Mr.  Kino's  ar^ments  at  some  length,  and  in 
further  support  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  remarked,  that  under  either  plan, 
the  banks  were  to  be  dissolved,  and  the  parties  to 
go  free.  He  thought  the  stockholders  would  make 
a  bettor  arrangement  among  themselves  if  left 
free  than  if  coerced,  as  proposed  by  the  bill ;  and 
he  conceived  that  ruin  was  not  to  be  apprehended 
to  the  people  from  the  banks  being  obliged  to  wind 
^up,  as  It  would  be  always  the  interest  of  the  credi- 
tor to  give  a  proper  indulgence  to  the  debtor.  He 
was  in  favor  of  providing  for  the  termination  of 
the  institutions,  as  at  present  established,  and  here- 
after giving  charters  on  proper  principles  to  those 
companies  who  asked  and  deserved  it.  He  would 
not  reduce  the  number  to  one  in  each  town,  be- 
cause comnetition  was  useful  and  salutary  in  bank- 
ing as  weu  as  in  other  things. 

Mr.  Otis  spoke  again  to  enforce  the  views 
which  he  had  submitted,  and  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  had  controverted  his  arguments. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  adopting  the 
substitute  reported  by  the  committee,  and  decided 
in  the  afl&rmative — ayes  23. 

The  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate,  and 
the  amendment  adopted  in  Committee,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Barboub.  to  anply  the  bill  to  the  Bank  of 
Columbia  as  well  as  the  others,  with  some  modi- 
fications, to  make  it  more  effectual,  proposed  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  and  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  time  fixed  in  the  amendment  was  notsufi^cient 
to  effect  the  object  of  it,  which  he  presumed  was 
to  give  the  banks  time  to  wind  up  their  concerns 
wiQi  convenience  to  all  parties.  He  was  friendly 
to  the  District,  though  he  as  yet  knew  but  little  of 
it,  and,  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  1822,  and 
insert  1825^  as  tne  period  of  extension.  Mr.  W. 
followed  his  motion  by  some  remarks  on  banking 
generally.    He  was  not  unfriendly  to  these  insti- 


tutions; he  thought  them  of  ffreat  utility  when 
prudently  conducted;  they  had  been  greatly  in- 
strumental in  improving  the  country,  and  exten- 
sive benefit  had  been  derived  from  them  in  some 
parts  of  the  Union.  It  was  in  their  abuse  oifly 
that  they  were  injurious. 

Messrs.  Roberts,  Horsey,  and  Rufus  Kino, 
disapproved  of  this  amendment,  as  they  desired 
that  the  subject  should  be  taken  up  at  the  next  or 
succeeding  session,  and  a  permanent  system  ma- 
tured for  Uie  banks  of  the  District.  Mr.  Horsey 
added  a  hope  that  no  idea  would  go  out  that  the 
banks  were  to  be  put  down,  or  that  the  amend- 
ment just  agreed  to  had  such  a  view.  On  the 
contrary,  the  intention  was,  with  a  maioritv  of 
Congress,  that  the  banks  were  to  be  placed  on 
proper  principles,  and  cherished  and  sustained. 

Mr.  Walker's  motion  was  lost  without  a  divi- 
sion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
substitute  for  the  bill  of  the  other  House,  reported 
by  the  committee,  and  adopted  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  was  decided  in  the  afi&rmative  hf 
the  following  vote : 

YxAi — Messrs.  Barboar,  Edwards,  GailUrd,  Hor- 
sey, Hanter,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Ala- 
bama, King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Logan, 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Pleasants,  Stokes, 
Taylor,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Alabama.  Williams  of 
Missiaaippi,  and  Wibon-^23. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  BurriU,  Dana,  Diokerson, 
Eaton,  Jounson  of  Kentucky,  Mellen,  Parrott,  Rob- 
erts, Ruggles,  Sanford,  Smith,  Van  Dyke,  and  Walker 
of  Georgia — 14. 

[The  substitute  will  read  as  follows : 
Strike  out  all  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert: 

"That  the  charters  of  the  several  incorporated  banks 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  now  paying  specie,  and 
during  such  time  only  as  such  banka,  respectively, 
shall  continue  to  pay  specie,  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  extended  to  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-two,  any  thing  in  the 
said  charters  to  the  contrary,  notwitbstandmg ;  and 
the  charter  of  the  bank  of  'Colombia  be,  and  the  same 
is  hereby  declared  to  be,  limited  in  its  duration  to  the 
said  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two :  Provided^  That  this  act  shall  be  of 
no  force  or  effect  to  extend  any  charter  aforesaid  till  a 
majority,  in  Interest,  of  the  stockholders  of  the  several 
banks  whose  charters  may  be  hereby  extended,  shall 
file  their  declarations  in  writing  in  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  assenting  to  and  accepting 
the  benefit  of  this  act.''] 

Mr.  Trimble  moved  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing additional  proviso  to  the  bill : 

<*And  provided  also,  that,  from  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  present  charters,  the  private  property  of 
those  stockholders  who  may  continue  any  bank  in  op- 
eration in  pursuance  of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  for  the 
debts  of  such  bank,  which  may  be  hereafter  contracted. 

Mr.  T.  wished  his  amendment  adopted,  that 
those  who  accepted  the  benefits  of  this  oill  might 
be  informed  of  the  terms.  He  thought  this  con- 
dition a  necessary  check  on  the  banks,  for  the  want 
of  which  irreat  evils  had  grown  out  of  the  banking 
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system;  and  without  such  a  principle  he  would 
never  be  accessary  to  creating  any  bank  whateyer. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Horsbt 
and  Mr.  Lanman  on  account  of  its  norel  character, 
and  the  short  time  in  which  it  would  operate,  ana 
thinking  it  would  be  time  enough  to  urge  its  adop- 
tion when  the  system  came  up  for  permanent  reg- 
ulation. Mr.  Lanman  opposed  it  on  the  further 
ipround  of  its  impracticable  nature,  and  the  impo»- 
ability  of  enforcing  it  upon  stock,  whose  rapid 
transfers  might  be  aptly  compared  to  the  "  ady en- 
tores  of  a  guinea,''  or  to  an  atom  which  filled  an 
hundred  spaces  in  a  day. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the 
amendment  also,  on  account  of  the  time,  not  from 
an  objection  to  its  principle,  which  was  not  novel ; 
for  it  was  a  provision  of  the  constitution  of  Alabama 
that  no  bank  should  be  incorporated  unless  this 
principle  were  made  a  condition ;  and  he  believed 
It  a  just  and  salutary  principle.  This  was  not  the 
timeu  however,  to  enforce  it  on  these  banks. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as 
amended* 


Friday,  April  28. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  tjhicBme  Keith 
Spence,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
or  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  by  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  to  audiorize 
the  legal  representatives  of  Elisha  Winter  and 
William  Wmter  to  institute  a  bill  in  equity,  in  the 
nature  of  a  petition  of  right  against  the  United 
States,  with  cer^in  instructions,  reported  the  same 
with  -amendments,  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
against  an  increase  of  duties  on  goods  imported 
into  the  United  States,  and  the  memorial  was  read. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  on  the 
state  of  the  Joum^  of  the  Senate,  preceding  the 
year  1814 ;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  it 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Raw- 
leigh  C.  Christians,  praying  a  pension,  made  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition.  The 
report' and  resolution  were  read. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac  Mel- 
chior;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner, 
administrator  of  George  Skinner ;  the  bill  for  the 
relief  of  James  MerrUl ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott :  and  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  Konkopot  and  others,  all  firom 
the  other  House,  were  separately  considered  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  severally  ordered  to 
a  third  reading. 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dtkb,  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referr^  a  resolution  of 
the  Senate,  of  the  6th  of  January  last,  instructing 
said  committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amendment 
be  necessary  to  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  nroride 
for  certain  persons  en^ged  in  the  land  and  navat 
service  of  tne  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  passed  the  18th  dav  of  March,  1818,  weredi^ 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  said 
resolution. 

The  bill  authorizing  an  allowance  to  J.  B.  Tim* 
berlake,  a  purser  in  the  Navy,  for  losses  sustained 
by  him,  by  the  desertion  of  some  of  the  crew  of  the 
frigate  United  States,  was  taken  up ;  and,  after  a 
discussion  of  the  circumstances  and  merits  of  the 
case,  which  continued  more  than  an  hour,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
reading  and  negatived.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Golupbia,  being  the  substitute  adopted  by  the 
Senate  for  the  bfll  from  the  other  House,  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

TxAs — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Elliot,  Gaillard, 
Horsey,  Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  King 
of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Otis,  PJeaaanCs, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker 
of  Georgia,  and  Wilson — 19. 

Nats — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  PidLeraon,  Johnson 
of  Kentacky,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Melien,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  KoberUi  Haggles,  Sanfoid,  Trimble, 
and  Van  Dyk»— 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  sent  to  the  othe^  House 
for  concurrence. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
William  Coffin ;  the  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  the  discrictcourt  of  Louisiana ; 
the  bill  further  to  r^ulate  the  medical  department 
of  the  Army ;  and  the.  bill  concerning  invalidpen- 
sioners,  severally  underwent  consideration  in  Coat- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  and  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Christopho'  Miller  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence  in  the  amendment;  and 
the  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  May  1. 

Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  the  following  motion 
for  consideration : 

Reiohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Navy  Board,  be 
requested  to  caase  to  be  revised  the  rales,  regulationa, 
and  instractions,  for  the  naval  service,  prepared  and 
reported  tinder  the  authority  of  an  act  of  Congress  of 
the  7th  day  of  Febmary,  1816,  and  that  the  same  be 
reported  to  the  Senate  during  the  first-  week  of  the 
next  session,  in  order  that  legal  provision  may  bft  made 
for  cairyi|ig  into  effect  such  of  them  as  msy  be  con- 
sidered neoeasary,  and  which  have  been  found  to  be 
at  variance  with  existing  lews. 

Th^  bill  to  rejrulate  the  fees  of  the  clerk  and 
marshal  of  the  district  court  of  the  United  Statcv 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana  was  read  a  third  Ume^ 
and  passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowatc,  Anthony  Kennedy, 
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of  Philaddphia,  had  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition 
and  papers. 

The  bill  farther  to  regulate  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Army  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  the 
Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  resolution  instructing  said  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Journals  of  the  Senate 
preceding  the  year  1814;  and  the  same  having 
been  amended,  it  was 

JUsUvedy  That  there  be  printed,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  in  the  form  in 
which  the  Journals  are  now  printed,  in  brevier  type, 
that  port  of  the  jourtial  thereof,  of  which  the  Sen- 
ate are  not  in  possession  of  any  printed  copy ;  and 
that  there  be  printed  three  hundred  copies  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmuttee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James 
Shields;"  and  on  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of 
Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  te 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  concerning 
Invalid  pensioners;  and  the  same  having  been 
amended,  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

On  motion  by  Blr.  Van  Dyke,  the  reports  of  the 
Ckmimittee  on  Pensions  unfavorable  to  the  petitions 
of  Raleigh  C.  Christians  and  of  Peter  Larkms  were 
taken  np,  and  severally  Bjpeed  to. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  McGrew,  and 
others ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Abijah 
Hunt  and  William  Gordon  Forman ;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Elkanah  Finney  and  others ;  sev- 
erally passed  through  Committees  of  the  Whole, 
and  were  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  tnll  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and 
(or  other  purposes,  was  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and  twice  read  by  general  con- 
sent ;  and,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  dis- 
position of  the  bill,  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  for  the  relief  of 
Jacob  Konkopot  and  others  of  th«  Stocktoidge 
tribe  of  Indians :  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Isaac 
Melchior ;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  M.  Skinner ;  for 
the  relief  of  James  Merrill;  and  for  the  rdief  of 
William  Coffin;  were  severally  read  the  third 
time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  L.  Cathcart 
was  taken  up,  and  some  time  spent  in  examining 
the  circumstances  of  the  claim,  which  were  ex- 
plained in  detail  by  Mr.  Brown  ;  and.  after  receiv- 
ing an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Kurus  Kmo, 
the  bill  was  postpone  until  toHonorrow.  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Lloto,  who  desired  some  furtner  time  to 
look  into  the  merits  of  the  claim. 


TuESOAT,  May  2. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiurs.  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  petition 
of  Archibald  B.  Lord  and  others. 


Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memorial  of  Smith 
and  Hawkins  and  others,  merchants,  of  Philadel- 
phia, against  an  increase  of  the  existing  tariff  of 
duties  on  goods  imported  from  foreign  countries ; 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  and 
also  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  the  following  motions 
for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  cause  to  be 
prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  em- 
ploying the  officers  and  soldien  of  the  Army  in  mak- 
ing /minute  and  accurate  survey  of  the  inland  (Wm- 
tier  of  the  United  States ;  together  with  an  estimate 
of  the  additional  expenses  which  may  be  annually 
required  for  that  object. 

.  JUsolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for 
employing  the  Navy  in  oom[]4eting  a  minute  and  ae- 
cnrate  surrey  of  the  coast  of  the  United  States ;  to- 
gether with  an  estimate  of  the  additional  expenses 
which  may  be  annually  required  for  that  object 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  Senate  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  state- 
ment of  the  money  which  has  been  annually  appro- 
priated and  paidy  since  the  year  1776,  for  sunreying 
the  seacoast,  bays,  inlets,  harbors,  and  shoals,  and  for 
erecting,  supplying,  and  keeping  in  repair,  lighthouses, 
beacons,  and  buoys,  and  for  the  purchase  of  the  ground 
upon  which  the  same  may  have  been  erected. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Smith, 

OnUted^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  whom  was  tef&red  so  much  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to 
violations  of  our  neutrality ;  the  resolution  of  the 
Senate  instructing  said  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  prescribing  by  law  the  mode  of 
quartering  soldiers  duiing  war  in  the  houses  of 
citizens,  when  the  public  exigencies  may  make  it 
necessary :  and  the  mode  by  which  pivate  prop- 
^ty  may  be  taken  for  puUic  use,  designating  par- 
ticularly by  whose  orders  {property  may  be  taken, 
the  manner  of  ascertaining  its  value,  and  the  mode 
by  which  the  owner  shall  receive,  with  the  least 
possible  delay,  the  just  compensation  for  the  same ; 
the  address  of  the  representatives  of  the  yearly 
meeting  of  the  Friends  of  New  England ;  the  me- 
morial of  the  inhabitants  of  Newport,  Rhode  I^nd, 
against  the  admission  of  Missouri  without  restrict- 
ing slavery ;  the  memorial  of  the  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island,  on  the  subject,  of  slavery ; 
the  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Arkansas 
Territory,  praying  an  act  explanatory  of  the  acts 
{NTOviding  tor  their  territorial  form  of  government ; 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate  instructing  said  com- 
mittee to  inquire  whether  any  amendments  can  be 
made  in  the  criminal  code  of  the  United  States 
by  which  to  punish  persons  guilty  of  forging  papers 
or  vouchers  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  any 
claims,  now  or  hereafter  to  be  brought  a^^st  the 
Qovernment  of  the  United  States,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thmof^  req[)eotively. 
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A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  hare  passed  a 
1)111,  entitled  "An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders 
and  other  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  accepting  of  anj^  .present  or  emol- 
ument of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  King, 
Prince,  or  foreign  State,  and  for  other  purposes ;" 
in  which  hill  they  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  hill  was  read  twice  hy  unanimous  consent, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
•  On  motion  hy  Mr.  Smith,  the  select  committee 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Elijah  Hall 
Bay  and  others ;  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  the  suhiect  ofiBrit- 
ish  claims  to  lands :  and  also  the  resolution  of  the 
said  Legislature  relating  to  British  grants,  were 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof 
respectively. 

Mr.  Smith,  from. the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
the  grant  of  certain  sections  of  land,  for  purposes 
therein  mentioned,  made  a  report,  accdmpanied  by 
a  resolution  that  tne  prayer  of  the  petition  be  not 
granted.    The  report  and  resolution  were  read. 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  the  memorial  of  John 
Donnell  and  others,  of  Baltimore,  praying  the  ex- 
clusion from  the  Chesapeake  bay  of  cruisers  under 
the  flajg  of  the  South  American  revolutionists,  and 
to  desi^ate  certain  ports  for  their  entry ;  and  the 
memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations.  . 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  Archibald  B.  Lord 
and  others,  officers  of  the  United  States  cutter 
Boxer,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and  the  late  crew 
of  the  said  cutter ;  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved  that  the  prayer  of  the  memorialists  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  the  first  instant,  concerning  naval  rules 
and  regulations ;  and  agreed  thereto. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  lav  out  the 
road  and  canals  therein  mentioned ;  ana  the  fur- 
ther consideration  thereof  was  postponed  to,  and 
made  the  ord^  of  the  day  for,  to-morrow. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  James  Leander  Cathcart;  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commission- 
ers for  adjusting  land  claims  in  the  district  of  De- 
troit, &«.  was  taken  up  and  further  considered,  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading;  as  was  alto  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  of  Henry  Willis. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
the  heirs  of  Abiiah  Hunt ;  for  the  relief  of  John 
McQrew  and  others ;  and  for  the  relief  of  Blka- 
nah  Finnev,  were  severally  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  returned  to  the  other  House. 

The  Senate  spent  some  time  in  Committee  dn 


the  bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners ;  after  which 
the  bill  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 
'  The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis  Joseph  de  Bean- 
lieu,  a  captain  in  Pulaski's  legion  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  prayinff  to  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list  under  the  act  of  March,  1818.  was  taken  up 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill  was  so 
amended  as  to  require  the  petitioner  to  relinquish 
any  other  pension,  which  he  may  now  receive  from 
the  United  States ;  and  on  the  (juestion  of  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided  in 
the  negative — ayes  15,  noes  17 ;  so  the  Inll  was 
rejected. 


Wednesday,  May  3. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have'^[>asBed 
the  resolution  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  fix- 
ing a  period  for  the  termination  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress,  with  an  amendment;  in  which 
they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  concluded 
between  the  States  of  Kentucky-  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  settlement  of  their  boundary  line ;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  the  t^ble. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  ^'An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Brice,"  and,  no  amend- 
ment having  been  made^  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  C.  Withes,"  togeth- 
er with  an  amendment  reported  thereto  by  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  the  ameiidment  having 
been  agreed  to,  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  House 
amended,  and.  the  amendment  beinff  concurred  in, 
it  was  ordereo  to  be  engrossed  and  tne  bill  be  read 
a  third  time  as  amended. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
IhII  directing  the  purchase  of  two  hundred  copies 
of  Binns's  edition  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, and  to  which  had  been  also  referred  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  rdief  of  William 
Pancoast,  reported  the  same  without  amendment^ 
and  with  a  recommendation  that  both  bilb  be 
rejected. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  same  committee,  made  a 
report  unfavorable  to  the  expediency  of  any  pro- 
vision, at  this  time,  for  a  Delegate  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Kino,  of  New  York,  from  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canal&  reported  a  bill  to  lay  out 
the  route  and  prepare  the  nlan  of  a  canal,  estimates 
of  expense,  ttc..  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Ohio,  (from  the  waters  of  Sandusky 
to  those  of  Scioto ;)  which  bill  was  twice  rcjad,  by 
general  consent,  and  referred. 

The  report  of  the  Judiciaiv  Committee  on  the 
petition  of  the  Legislative  Cfouncil  of  Arkansas 
Territoiy,  praying  portions  of  the  public  lands  for 
a  seat  or  government,  and  for  the  seats  of  justice 
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t)f  the  counties  of  the  Territory,  and  adverse  to 
granting  these  donations  at  present,  was  taken  up, 
and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ltoyn,  the  Senate  took  up 
the  hill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps, 
([the  mail  carrier  who  was  recently  murdered,)  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  nem:  con. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration,  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
James  Leander  Cathcart ;  which  was  amended, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  had  been  re- 
ferred the  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  reported  the  same 
with  sundry  amendments. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  fixing  a  pe- 
riod of  adjournment,  as  amended  bv  the  other 
House ;  and  after  some  discussion,  in  wnich  Messrs. 
J0HN8OH,  of  Kentucky,  Barbour,  Otis,  and  Mor- 
RiL,  advocated  the  immediate  decision  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  agreement  on  the  day  proposed  by  the 
other  House,  and  in  which  Messrs.  Roberts  and 
Bdrrill  were  opposed  to  acting  instanter,  and 
6jdng  a  day  now  which  could  not  be  easily 
changed,  althoujgh  matters  of  great  impKTrtance 
might  transpire  in  the  meantime,  and  were  in  favor 
of  postponing^  a  decision  until  to-morrow; 

The  question  was  taken  on  a^eeinff  to  the 
amendment  of  the  other  House,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative  without  a  division ;  so  that  the  15th 
day  of  the  present  month  is  fixed  by  both  Houses 
for  the  adjournment  of  the  session. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of  Henry 
Willis  was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  return- 
ed ta  the  other  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  settle  and  adjust  the 
titles  to  land  in  the  district  of  Detroit,  &c.,  was 
read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  other 
House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  resolution  from  the 
other  House,  providing  for  distributing  to  such 
members  of  the  Convention  as  may  be  living,  each, 
a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Convention,  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  invalid  pensioners;  and  the  b^ 
was,  without  turther  debate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  postponed  indefinitely,  and  of  course 
rejected. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House,  to  grant  to  the 
Columbian  Institute  the  use  of  a  portion  of  the 
public  grounds  in  the  City  of  Washington,  during 
the  nleasure  of  Congress,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Trimble  proposed  a  substitute  to  the  bill, 
authorizing  a  lease  of  the  ground  for years. 

The  motion  was  oppo^  by  Messrs.  Horsey, 
Brown,  and  Dana,  who  preferred  the  bill  as  it 
came  from  the  other  House ;  and  the  amendment 
was  nefi;atived. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House,  for  the  relief  of 
Beck  and  Harvey ;  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Car- 
ter; ibr  the  relief  of  Stephen  Baxter;  for  the  re- 
lief of  Daniel  Converse  and  CJeorge  Miller ;  and 


for  the  relief  of  Daniel  Bickley  and  Catharine 
Clark,  administrators  of  John  Clark,  were  succes- 
sively considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
severally  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  from  the  House,  supplementary  to  the 
act  providing  for  lost  military  discharges  and  land 
warrants,  was  also  taken  up,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  who  did  not  con- 
ceive any  further  legislation  on  the  subject  neces" 
sary,  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THE  LAWS. 

The  Senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  in  addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the 
publication  (in  newspapers)  of^the  laws  of  ther 
United  States ;  to  which  bill  the  Judiciary  Com-^ 
mittee  of  the  Senate,  to  which  it  had  been  refer- 
red, reported  an  amendment,  to  leave  the  number 
of  papers  in  each  State  to  be  selected  for  publish- 
ing the  laws  the  same  as  at  present,  (three,)  and 
providing  that  private  and  local  acts^  and  Indian 
treaties,  shall  not  hereafter  be  publish^  in  the 
newspapers,  excepting  treaties,  so  far  as  to  have 
them  published  in  the  States  more  immediately 
concerned. 

The  subject  gave  rise  to  some  discussion  on  the 
part  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  explained  the  motives  of 
the  committee,  and  of  Messrs.  Lanman,  Burrill, 
and  Trimble  ;  and  the  amendment  was  ultimately 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wilson  then  mov^d  to  amend  the  bill,  so 
as  to  leave  the  compensation  allowed  for  pubhsh- 
ing  the  laws  the  same  as  now  fixed  by  law;  and 
entered  into  some  explanations  (feelmg  himself 
called  on  to  do  so,  by  the  consideration  that  the 
interest  of  many  individuals  was  concerned  who 
would  probablv  look  to  him  to  place  the  matter  in 
a  proper  light  before  the  Senate)  to  show  that,  in- 
stead of  having  been  increased,  the  compensation 
was  less  than  it  was  previous  to  the  passage  of  the 
present  law ;  that  it  was  now  very  much  inferior 
to  what  was  paid  for  advertising  by  individuals, 
and  was  a  very  inadequate  remuneration  for  the 
services  nerformed;  and  would,  in  fact,  not  be 
accepted  by  many,  were  it  not  for*other  consider- 
ations, dbc. 

The  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Burrill,  who 
wished  to  examine  further  this  part  of  the  subject 
and  satisfy  himseli  in  some  particulars,  postponed 
until  to-morrow. 

ROADS  AND  CANALS. 

The  Senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ca- 
nals, on  the  bill  concerning  the  road  from  Wheel- 
ing to  the  Mississippi,  and  canals  from  the  Chesa- 
peake to  the  Delaware,  and  from  the  Raritan  to 
the  Delaware.  [The  report  separates  the  two 
objects,  and  brings  them  before  the  Senate  in  dis- 
tinct bills.] 

Mr.  Smith  objected  to  the  bill  concerning  the 
road,  because  it  proposed  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
surveying  the  road  out  of  the  Treasury,  instead  of 
from  the  fund  set  apart  out  of  the  sales  of  the 
public  lands ;  not  knowing  why  money  should  be 
voted  for  roads  in  Ohio,  in  preference  to  other  parts 
of  the  country.    He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Noble. 
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Some  delate  arose  on  a  motion  by  Mr.  Rug- 
QLEs  to  require  tlie  road  to  pass  by  Columbus,  the 
-seat  of  goYemment  of  Ohio — the  discussion  turn- 
ing on  the  expediency  of  now  goine  so  far  into 
-detail  as  to  designate  any  points  at  aU,  except  the 
two  extreme  ones  ;  of  leaving  these  matters  to 
future  disposition,  and  merely  at  this  time -enacting 
a  general  provision,  reserving  all  other  questions 
for  future  legislation.  Messrs.'  Ruggles,  Trim- 
ble, and  Roberts,  were  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment; and  Messrs.  King  of  New  York,  and  Tho- 
mas, against  any  such  provision  at  this  time.  The 
amencunent  was  finally  negatived  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  King*  of  New  York,  made  some  general 
remarks  on  tne  advanta^  which  would  result  to 
the  interest  of  the  United  States,  in  the  public 
lands  alone,  from  laying  out  and  marking  this  road, 
without  touching  on  the  great  considerations  of 
connecting  more  closely  the  different  parts  of  the 
Union,  of  public  security,  and  of  honor  to  the  na- 
tion, should  such  an  object  be  ultimately  accom- 
fdished  as  the  erection  of  a  ^reat  road  from  the 
Atlantic  waters  to  the  Mississippi,  &c. 

A  debate,  arose  on  the  general  merits  of  the  bill, 
in  which  it  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Eaton  and  by 
Mr.  Smith  at  consideraUe  lenffth ;  and  was  advo- 
cated repeatedly  and  much  at  large  by  Mr.  Trim- 
ble; ana  was  supported  also  by  Mr.  Edwards. 

Mr.  Smith  concluded  hb  remarks  by  moving 
to  postpone  the  bill  until  the  first  of  April  next,  (to 
destroy  it ;)  which  motion  was  decided  by  yeas 
and  nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

Tiis— «>Me80r8.  Barboor,  Eaton,  Gaillard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Maoon,  Oti«,  Pleaaanto,  Smith, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of 'Tenneseee— U. 
Nats — Memrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekeraon,  Edwarda, 
Elliot,  Horsey,  Honter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky,  King 
ctf  New  York,  Lanman  Lloyd,  Jjowrie,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberta,  Ragglea,  Sanford,  Stokea,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Georgia*  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wilson-<-37. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  making 
the  ai^ropriation  for  defraying  the  expense  of  sur- 
veying the  road  payable  out  of  the  three  per  cent, 
fiind.  reserved  tor  roads  out  of  the  sales  of  land  in 
the  tnree  Northwestern  States,  instead  of  defraying 
it,  as  proposed  by  the  bill,  out  of  "  any  mon^  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated."  This 
motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  then  or^ 
dered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 


Thursday,  Miay  4. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Grceme  Keith  Spence,"  reported 
the  same  without  amendment. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendments  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  the 
State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments ;  which  were  read. 

Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  to  which  had  been  referred  the 
bill  to  enable  the  vestry  of  Rock  Creek  church 


to  sell  the  glebe  of  that  church,  r^[K)rted  the  same 
without  amendment,  and  with  a  recommendatioB 
that  the  bill  be  rejected. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  same  commit- 
tee was  discharged  from  the  further  consideratioa 
of  the  memoriafof  sundry  inhabitants  of  Gtatge- 
town,  &c.,  praying  for  a  separate  court  "west  of 
Rock  Creek — ^Mr.  H.  stating  that  no  reasons  had 
been  exhibited  to  the  coaimiitee  in  support  of  the 
application  sufficient  to  justify  the  measure. 

The  report  of  the  same  committee,  unfavorable 
to  the  expediency  of  making  any  provision  at 

§  resent  for  a  delegate  in  Congress  nam  the  said 
istrict,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  S.  Jones  was  taken  up,  on  motion  by  Mr. 
Barbour,  who  earnestly  supported  the  eqmty  of 
the  relief  prayed  for,  and  opposed  the  recommoula- 
t ion  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  to  which  the  blLl 
had  been  referred,  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 
The  recommendation  of  the  committee  was  sup- 

Corted  by  Messrs.  Sanford  and  Eaton  ;  and  the 
ill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading — ^yeas  18, 
nays  17. 

The  resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Thimbu:  on 
Tuesday,  relative  to  surveys  of  the  inland  and 
maritime  frontiers,  dec.,  were  taken  up. 

After  some  conversation  on  the  object  of  the 
resolutions,  which  was  explained  by  the  mover, 

The  first  resolution,  relative  to  tne  inland  fron- 
tier, was,  on  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  re- 
ferred to  the  Conmuttee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  second  resolution,  relative  to  the  survey  of 
the  maritime  frontier,  was  withdrawn  by  Mr. 
Trimble,  it  appearing  that  the  object  was  already 
provided  for  by  existing  laws. 

The  ^d  resolution,  calling  on  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  for  information  of  the  amount  of 
expenditures  on  the  maritime  frontier  for  surveys, 
lignt-houses,  ^.,  was  agreed  to. 

THE  TARIFF. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in  the  Chair,)  the  bill  from 
the  other  House  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  thaj  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  be  postponed  until  the  next  session 
of  Congress ;  and  followed  hb  motion  by  a  speech 
of  some  length,  as  well  a^inst  the  merits  and 
bearings  of  the  bill,  as  to  show  that  there  was  not 
time  at  this  late  period  of  the  session  to  act  ma- 
turely on  the  subject. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows : 

Mr.  President,  it  is  urged,  as  a  reason  for  post- 
poning the  present  bill,  that  many  members  of 
Congress  have  already  left  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment^ that  many  others  are  about  to  depart,  and 
that  It  is  too  late  in  the  session  to  consider  this 
subject.  On  looking  round  the  SenateJ  find  every 
gentleman  at  his  post,  except  one.  The  Senate, 
whatever  may  be  the  case  with  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, IS  unusually  full ;  and,  althou|;h  gen- 
tlemen are  extremely  anxious  to  leave  this  place, 
yet  they  should  be  restrained  by  a  sense  of"  duty, 
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and  remain  here  a  sufficient  time  to  jpass  upon  this 
1)l11,  which  has  passed  the  House  oi  Representa- 
tives, after  a  full  discussion  of  its  merits — a  bill  of 
the  utmost  importance .  to  the  country,  and  one 
upon  which  the  decision  of  Congress  is  more  anx- 
iously expected  than  upon  any  measmre  which  has 
occupied  our  attention  for  years  past.  Although 
it  is  late  in  the  session,  yet  there  is  ample  time  oe- 
tween  this  and  the  dav  fixed  for  adjournment,  to 
discuss  this  subject  and  to  decide  upon  it ;  but  this 
plea  can  always  be  found  for  indefinitely  postpo- 
joing  any  imi)ortant  bill ;  and  we  may  observe  that 
bills  of  the  highest  importance,  but  which  are  op- 
posed by  any  considerable  portion  of  Congress,  are 
constantly  postponed,  from  time  to  time,  till  near 
the  close  of  the  session,  and  then,  too  often^  inde- 
finitely postponed  for  want  of  time.  In  this  way 
bills  of  the  greatest  importance  are  defeated  bv 
minorities,  as  happened  last  session  with  the  bill 
for  altering  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands. 

We  are  told  that  nearly  all  the  information  we 
liave  received  upon  this  subject  ik  from  the  manu- 
facturers; that  tney  have  petitioned  by  themselves 
and  by  the  Legislatures  of  States ;  and  that  they 
liave  loaded  our  tables  with  their  pamphlets ;  and 
that  if  they  would  work  as  well  as  write,  they 
would. need  no  protection.  The  honorable  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Babbour)  does  remember  some  rep- 
resentations from  agricultural  societies  which  have 
been  printed  and  laid  upon  our  tables;  but  he 
should  also  recollect  the  representations  from  the 
importing  merchants  and  Chambers  of  Commerce 
lu^ainst  this  bill,  in  which  they  represent,  with  all 
t^  strength  the  subject  admits  of,  the  inconve- 
niences that  wilL  in  their  opinion,  result  from  pass- 
ing this  bill.  We  have  abundant  information  on 
alTsides  of  this  question,  for  it  has  been  a  constant 
theme  of  discussion  for  the  two  last  years. 

We  are  informed  that  this  bill  has  progressed 
thus  far,  and  that  the  Treasury  Department  has 
not  been  consulted  as  to  its  operation  on  the  reve- 
nue :  that  we  are  about  to  diminish  our  imports  to 
an  alarming  degree,  when  our  Treasury  is  empty: 
to  impose  an  enormous  tax  upon  the  agricultural 
interest  for  ^e  sole  benefit  of  the  manufacturers, 
by  a  measure  equally  destructive  of  the  morality 
and  the  happiness  of  this  country. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to 
whom  this  bill  was  referred,  did  consult  the  Seo- 
retary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  we  may  assure  gen- 
tlemen that  there  is  no  apprehension  in  that  de- 
partment that  this  bill,  if  passed  into  a  law,  will 
cause  any  serious  or  permanent  diminution  of  our 
imposts.  Upon  a  careful  examination  of  the  bill, 
I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  it  would  add  more 
than  a  million  of  dollars  annually  to  our  revenue. 
But  the  idea  that  we  are  about  to  lay  an  enormous 
tax  upon  the  former,  for  the  benefit  of  the  manu- 
facturer, althoujzh  altogether  inconect,  has  great 
weight,  and  wifl  probably  do  more  to  defeat  the 
bill  than  all  other  considerations  together. 

It  has  been  considered  as  an  axiom  in  political 
arithmetic,  not  needing  nor  even  admittinf^  of 
proofl  that,  if  we  increase  the  duties  on  articles 
whicn  we  import,  we,  in  the  same  degree,  increase 
the  price  to  the  consumer ;  and  it  is  generally  sup- 


posed, that,  by  such  increased  duties,  we  so  far 
diminish  the  imports  as  to  diminish  the  revenue. 
Our  own  history  will  sufficiently  show  the  fallacy 
of  such  opinions.  Increased  duties  do  not  neces- 
sarily increase  the  price  of  goods  to  the  consumer 
in  proportion  to  the  advance  of  the  duties;  on 
sopae  it  will  produce  but  an  inconsiderable  aug- 
mentation of  price,  on  others  probably  none. 

An  increase  of  duties  upon  articles  not  the 
growth  or  production  of  this  country,  will,  gener- 
ally, increase  the  price  to  the  consumer  to  an  amount 
a  litUe  higher  than  the  increase  of  the  duty;  but 
this  is  far  from  being  the  case  with  articles  pro- 
duced or  manufactured  here. 

Suppose  the  foreign  manufacturer  to  derive  a 
profit  of  fifteen  per  cent,  upon  the  woollen  and 
cotton  ^oods  sold  in  our  market,  and  we  increase 
the  duties  on  those  articles  ten  per  cent,  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  domestic  manufactu- 
rer. If  the  foreign  manufacturer  will  content  him- 
self with  five  per  cent,  profit,  rather  than  abandon 
our  market,  he  will  continue  to  sell  his  goods  at 
precisely  the  same  prices  as  before ;  there  will  be 
no  decrease  of  imports,  and  ten  per  cent  upon  the 
articles  thus  sold  will  oe  put  into  our  Treasury  at 
the  sole  expense  of  the  foreign  manufacturer. 
This,  it  is  true,  is  no  particular  toiefit  to  the  man- 
ufacturing interest,  but  it  is  a  substantial  benefit  to 
the  country. 

Let  me  elucidate  this  principle  by  a  matter  of 
fact  of  recent  occurrence.  Two  years^a^o,  when 
we  increased  the  duty  on  bar  iron  from  nine  to  fif- 
teen dollars  on  the  ton,  it  was  said  it  would  oper- 
ate as  a  bounty  of  so  much  per  ton  to  those  who 
had  bar  iron  on  hand ;  that  it  would,  to  the  same 
amount,  increase  the  price  to  the  consumer ;  and 
that  it  would  diminish  the  revenue  upon  this  arti- 
cle. These  predictions,  however,  have  failed  in 
every  particular ;  bar  iron  has  not  risen  in  price 
from  tnat  day  to  this ;  it  has  not  operated  as  a 
bounty  to  those  who  had  quantities  or  bar  iron  on 
hand ;  it  has  not  increased  the  expense  to  the  con- 
sumer ;  and,  so  far  from  diminishing  the  revenue 
upon  this  article,  it  has  been  constanUy  increasing. 

By  reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  it 
appears  that  the  duties  on  hammered  bar  iron  in 
lol7  amounted,  after  deducting  the  drawback,  to 
$154,315;  in  1818,  first  year  of  the  increased  du- 
ties,  it  amounted  to  8208,951 :  in  1819,  to  $250,377  ^ 
and  there  is  but  little  doubt,  from  what  we  already 
know,  that  the  increase  wiU  be  still  greater  in  the 
present  year.  A^  the  adding  six  dollars  per  ton 
to  the  duties  on  bar  iron  did  not  increase  the  price 
in  1818,  no  one  who  knows  any  thinff  of  this  trade 
will  doubt  that  the  same  increase  of  duty  might 
have  been  imposed  in  1816,  without  increasing  the 
price.  There  might,  therefore,  have  been  a  clear 
saying  to  the  Treasury  of  six  dollars  per  ton  on  all 
bar  iron  imported  into  this  country  for  home  con- 
sumption, from  1816  to  1818,  and  that  without 
costm^  tne  citizens  of  the  United  States  a  cent. 
The  difieroice  between  the  duties  received  at  nine 
dollars  per  ton,  and  which  might  have  bejen  re- 
ceive at  fifteen  dollars  per  ton,  amounted,  in  the 
year  1816,  to  $76,044 ;  in  1817,  to  $61,188 :  in  all, 
to  $137,232.    This  sum,  therefore,  may  be  eon- 
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sidered  as  lost  to  the  Treasury,  in  consequence  of 
the  unreasonable  prejudice  agisiinst  the  manufac- 
ture of  bar  iron  in  this  country — an  article  of  prime 
necessity  at  all  times,  and  indispensable  in  time  of 
war. 

The  sums  saved  to  the  Treasury,  by  increasing 
the  duties  in  1818,  or  the  difference  oetween  the 
duties  at  nine  and  fifteen  dollars,  amounted,  in  that 
year,  to  $89,530;  in  1819-^  to  $100,150;  for  the 
naif  of  the  present  year,  estimated  at  the  same  rate, 
$50,075;  amounting  in  all,  to  $239,755,  gained  to 
our  Treasury,  at  the  exclusive  expense  of  the  for- 
eign manufacturer.  The  sum  thus  rained,  added 
to  what  we  should  hare  gained  had  the  auty  on 
bar  iron  been  put  at  fifteeti  dollars  per  ton,  in  1816, 
amount  to  $376,987.  An  increase  of  duties  upon 
a  great  variety  of  articles,  which  we  manufacture 
in  part  for  ourselves,  would  be  attended,  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree,  by  similar  results. 

The  effect  wnich  may  reasonably  be  expected 
from  an  increase  of  duties  on  articles  which  we 
import  in  part,  and  manufacture  in  part,  for  our 
own  consumption,  if  so  preat  as  to  prevent  any 
considerable  part  of  the  importation  is  this ;  the 
foreign  manufacturer,  in  order  to  maintain  himself 
in  our  market,  wHI  sell  his  goods  at  a  less  profit 
than  before.  Say  the  reduction  in  his  prices  shall 
amount  to  half  tne  increase  of  duties,  the  domestic 
manufacturer  must  sell  for  the  same  price,  or  be 
driven  from  the  market.  In  this  case,  one-half  the 
duties  woiHd  go  into  our  Treasury  at  the  expense 
of  the  foreign  manufacturer ;  the  other  half  would 
be  at  the  expense  of  the  consumer.  But,  if  these 
goods  are  or  general  consumption,  the  tax  upon 
the  consumer  is  an  equitable  tax  upon  the  citizens 
generally^  and  nothing  is  lost,  inasmuch  as  what  we 
pay  goes  mto  the  General  Treasury.  The  comj>e- 
tition  between  the  foreign  and  domestic  manufac- 
turer will  keep  the  articles  at  low  prices,  and  effec- 
tually prevent  imposition  upon  the  purcnaser.  Our 
manufactures,  under  such  protection,  would  con- 
tinue gradually  to  improve,  and  to  be  extended ;  I 
their  improvements  would  produce  a  saving  in 
labor  and  expense;  the  consequence  would  oe  a 
gradual  reductioh  of  prices,  by  which  the  foreign 
manufacturer  would,  in  time,  be  excluded  from  our 
market ;  but  not  until  domestic  competition  should 
have  brought  down  the  prices  to  the  lowest  grade 
at  which  they  can  be  sold,  and  allow  a  reasonable 
profit  to  the  manufacturer.  This  is  the  case  with 
many  articles  now,  particularly  with  nails,  an  arti- 
cle of  the  most  common  consumption,  on  which 
there  is  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound.  Nothing 
can  be  more  incorrect,  than  that  tne  farming  inter- 
est is  taxed  to  the  amount  of  the  increased  duties, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturers. 

If  it  be  true,  as  many  gentlemen  seem  to  think, 
and  as  some  verily  believe,  that,  by  introducing  and 
encouraging  manufactures  in  this  country,  we 
bring  upon  ourselves,  and  entail  upon  posterity,  a 
lasting  curse,  it  would  afford  an  argument  for  our 
return mg  to  our  former  state  of  colonies,  towards 
which  we  might  have  perceived  some  awful  squint- 
ings during  tne  last  war. 

while  colonies,  the  mother  country  took  espe- 
cial care  that  we  should  manufacture  nothing  for 


ourselves  that  she  could  make  for  us.  She  took 
care  that  We  should  not  divert  our  attention  to 
labor-saving  machinery.  The  erection  of  rolling 
or  slitting  niills  in  the  colonies  was  strictly  pro- 
hibited. It  was  declared  in  Parliament,  thiat  we 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  make  a  hob-nail.  The 
privilege  of  shoeing  horses  was  tolerated  with  some 
degree  of  impatience. 

This  policy  on  the  part  of  the  mother  country 
found  many  advocates  here,  and  the  race  seems 
not  yet  to  be  extinct.  It  was  submitted  to  with- 
out a  struggle ;  for  to  struggle  was  in  vain ;  cer- 
tain ruin  attended  any  one  who  should  have  the 
rashness  to  invest  his  capital  in  manu^turing 
establishments. 

But  when  attempts  were  made  to  impose  a  slight 
tax  upon  us,  much  less  oppressive  than  the  restric- 
tions on  our  manufactures,  universal  opposition 
was  excited ;  and  under  that  excitement  we  were 
able  to  perceive  that  we  had  been  cruelly  oppressed 
by  restrictions  upon  our  manufactures ;  and  this 
was  the  theme  or  many  patriotic  declamations  and 
resolutions. 

When  our  Revolutionary  war  commenced,  we 
experienced  infinite  embarrassment  for  want  of 
manufacturing  establishments.  Thousands  of  our 
soldiers  perished  for  want  of  suitable  clothing. 
Every  possible  exertion  was  made  to  encour^ige 
manufactures,  with  a  determination  to  persevere 
in  them,  not  only  as  a  permanent  advantage  to 
this  country,  but  apermanent  injury  to  our  enemy. 

On  the  return  otpeace,  we  seemed  satisfied  witii 
having  established  our  independence.  Manufac- 
tures were  soon  forgotten.  Those  who  had  em- 
barked their  fortunes  in  such  establishments  were 
abandoned,  without  remorse,  to  inevitable  ruin. 
Every  corner  of^he  Union  was  deluged  with  cheap 
goods,  of  British  manufacture ;  people  purchased 
while  they  had  money  or  credit.  This  was  soon 
followed,  as  might  have  been  easily  predicted,  by 
a  scene  of  extensive  ruin ;  against  which  many 
States  endeavored  to  provide  by  laws  to  delay  the 
collection  of  debts,  to  assign  property  in  the  pay- 
ment of  executions,  and  by  issuing  a  nood  of  paper 
money. 

On  the  adoption  of  our  present  Constitution, 
the  navigation,  the  shipping,  and  the  commercial 
interest,  as  the  source  of  revenue,  engrossed  the 
attention  of  Congress.  Manu^Eictures  were  pros- 
trate, and  no  efforts  were  made  to  reviye  tnem. 
The  first  tariff  was  laid  with  a  timid  hand;  extreme 
catition  was  exercised,  lest  the  duties  shcmld  be  so 
high  upon  articles  which  we  could  produce  or 
manufacture  for  ourselves,  as  to  decrease  the  im- 
portation so  much  as  to  lessen  the  revenue,  while 
comparatively  high  duties  were  put  upon  articles 
not  of  the  growth  or  manufacture  of  this  country. 
This  will  appear,  by  comparing  the  high  duties 
upon  tea  and  coffee  with  the  low  duties  upon  cot- 
ton and  woollen  goods,  iron,  &c.,  whidi  were  put 
at  the  low  duty  of  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
same  kind  of  timid  policy,  the  same  fear  of  en- 
couraging manufactures,  hasjprevailed  in  a  greater 
or  less  degree  in  all  the  tarifiS  that  have  been  sub- 
sequently adopted. 

By  thb  shipping-commercial-revenue  system, 
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T?e  have  been  sabeenrient  to  the  interests  of  Great 
Britain ;  and,  from  the  peace  of  1783  till  some 
time  in  the  French  revolution,  we  afforded  them 
greater  advantaees  than  we  ever  had  done,  in  a  like 
period,  during  the  time  we  were  colonies. 

The  wars  growing  out  of  the  French  revolution 
cave  us  advantages  which  we  never  enjoyed  be- 
fore, and  shall  probablv  never  witness  again. 
Commerce  seemed  the  only  road  to  riches ;  manu- 
factures were  totally  neglected.  Our  citizens 
embarked  their  capital  in  trade,  intoxicated  with 
the  prospect  of  sudden  wealth.  These  prospects 
were  much  obscured  by  the  Orders  in  Council  and 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees ;  but  while  we  were 
dreaming  that  the  days  of  our  prosperity  were 
about  to  return,  our  commercial  interest  led  us  into 
a  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Notwithstanding  our  former  experience,  we  were 
again  extremely  distressed  for  the  want  of  manu- 
facturing establishments,  and  this  distress  fell  with 
peculiar  severity  upon  the  army.  A  large  portion 
of  commercial  capital,  for  want  of  other  employ- 
ment was  immediately  invested  in  manufacturing 
establishments ;  and,  wherever  those  establishments 
were  made,  the  country  flourished  beyond  any 
former  example,  even  under  the  pressure  of  war, 
Agriculture  advanced  in  a  like  proportion,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  domestic  market  for  the  produce  of 
the  earth ;  lands  rose  in  value ;  improvements  in 
cultivation,  in  houses,  bams,  and  fences,  were  per- 
ceived wherever  manufactures  were  successful. 
Had  the  war  continued  two  years  longer,  the  man- 
ufacturing interest  could  not  now  be  shaken. 

It  was  confidently  expected  that  Congress  would 
not  sufier  manufacturing^  establishments^  which 
had  cost  sixty  millions  of  dollars,  and  which  were 
indispensable  in  time  of  war,  to  go  to  decaj  in 
time  of  peace.  By  a  complete  protection  of  our 
manufactures,  we  should  have  done  more  for  our 
country  than  would  have  balanced  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  war^  and  we  should  have  injured 
England  to  an  amount  beyond  her  loss  of  money 
and  ships.  By  a  contrary  course  we  have  sacrificed 
millions  of  property^  and  thrown  thousands  of  la- 
borers idle  unon  society. 

The  oversowing  warehouses  of  Europe  were 
emptied  on  our  shores ;  our  imports,  in  one  year 
after  the  war,  amounted  to  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  millions  of  dollars,  upon  which  we  derived  a 
revenue  of  more  than  thirty-six  millions  of  dollars. 
Our  merchants  became  infatuated,  by  calculating 
the  profits  they  were  about  to  make  upon  such  an 
extensive  commerce;  and,  that  their  expenses 
might  correspond  with  their  imaginary  wealth, 
they  bought  country  houses,  city  nouses,  horses, 
carriages,  estaMished  expensive  equipages,  fillea 
their  rooms  with  splendid  furniture,  and  their  cel- 
lars with  costly  wmes.  Even  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress  were  thrown  off  their  balance  by  the 
thirty-six  millions  of  revenue;  and,  by  way  of 
squandering  our  surplus  funds,  passed  a  pension 
law,  which  was  neither  asked  nor  expected  bv  the 
country,  which  will  cost  at  least  twenty  millions 
of  dolliirs,  and  which  we  have  endeavored  to  cor- 
rect by  a  law  more  harsh  in  its  operation  than  any 
other  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  Congress. 


During  this  commercial  delirium  manufacturers 
have  kicked  the  beam.  In  vain  they  have  asked 
some  adeauate  protection ;  they  could  not  put  thir- 
ty-six millions  of  dollars  into  the  Treasury ;  they 
could  afford  no  profit  to  the  importing  merchant 
Their  application  was  considered  as  troublesome 
and  unreasonable ;  they  were  reproached  for  hav- 
ing asked  high  prices  for  their  goods  during  the 
war ;  and  their  sufferings  were  considered  as  a  just 
retribution  for  what  was  called  their  former  ex- 
tortion. 

We  now  witness  the  extreme  distress  of.  our 
country,  produced  by  pursuing  commerce  to  the 
exclusion  of  manufactures.  Commerce  itself  is 
nearly  annihilated.  Had  manufEictures  been  in  a 
flourishing  condition,  the  loss  of  commerce  would 
have  been  attributed  to  that  cause  alone ;  but  man- 
ufactures, as  well  as  agriculture,  are  also  prostrate.  * 
The  two  latter  might  soon  be  made  to  revive,  by 
means  in  our  power,  but  the  former  cannot  be  ex- 
tended to  its  former  importance  for  many  years  yet 
to  come.  The  merchants  of  Europe  are  now  their 
own  carriers.  Their  mercantile  jealousy  will  ef- 
fectually prevent  us  from  enjoyinc^  any  larger  por- 
tion of  the  commerce  of  the  world  than  comes  to 
our  proper  share.  This  will  require  but  a  very 
inconsiderable  part  of  the  capital,  and  employ  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  citizens  of  our  country.  Our 
internal  commerce  and  coasting  trade  will  be  vast- 
ly more  important,  and  will  increase  with  the  ex- 
tension of  domestic  manufactures. 

Our  foreign  commerce,  however,  is  in  the  highest 
degree  beneficial  to  the  country,  and  should  be 
cherished,  as  it  always  has  been,  by  our  laws,  but 
not  to  the  exclusion  of  other  important  interests. 
That  part  of  our  commerce  which  is  employed  in 
bringing  articles  of  luxury  to  this  country,  for  home 
consumption,  which  contribute  nothing  to  our  ra^ 
tional  happiness  or  prosperity,  or  in  bringing  arti- 
cles of  necessity,  but  such  as  we  ought  to  produce 
or  manufacture  for  ourselves,  se  far  as  it  goes,  in- 
volves our  country  in  distress,  and,  if  tolerated, 
oufiHht  not  to  be  encouraged  by  our  laws. 

By  far  the  greater  portion  of  our  citizens  should 
be  employed  in  agricultural  pursuits ;  but  the  num- 
ber that  can  be  profitably  employed  in  agriculture  is 
limited,  and  that  limit  has  already  been  passed  in 
some  of  the  States.  The  poorer  lands  wiH  not  be 
brought  into  cultivation  till  population  bejg;ins  to 
press  upon  subsistence.  Such  soils  must,  in  thiscoun- 
try,  remain  for  ages,  for  such  pasture  and  wood  as 
they  will  produce,  unless  manufactures  be  encou- 
raged. When  there  are  hands  enough  employed 
to  till  all  the  good  land  in  any  State,  except  such 
as  should  always  remain  for  wood  and  pasture,  no 
more  can  be  profitably  employed.  Population, 
however,  wiD  not  be  retarded;  for  the  means  of 
subsistence  will  be  abundant,  inasmuch  as  the  labor 
of  one  man  will  afford  subsistence  for  twenty.  The 
surplus  population,  therefore,  in  a  simply  agricul- 
tural country,  would  become  idle  for  want  of  em- 
ployment, and  would  become  a  heavy  burden  upon 
the  laboring  classes.  Such  a  population  weakens 
a  country. 

People,  to  a  certain  extent,  so  far  as  they  can  be 
profitably  employed,  are  the  wealth  and  strength 
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of  a  natio&.  Thi$  opinion  is  not  at  all  impaired- 
bv  a  knowledge  that  an  oyenprown  population  is 
the  greatest  seourffe  that  faUs  upon  our  species. 
Every  State  must  be  weak  and  languid,  until  it 
has  a  8u65icient  population  to  till  all  the  ffood  lands, 
and  a  surplus  population^  which  must  ^so  be  pro- 
fitably employed,  and  which  will  want,  for  subsist- 
ence, all  the  surplus  produce  of  the  farmer  over  and 
above  what  can  be  disposed  of  at  a  foreign  market. 
To  efiect  this,  commerce  and  manufactures  must  be 
encouraged,  but  especially  the  latter,  which  may, 
in  time,  afibrd  to  tne  farmer  a  steady  home  market 
for  his  produce,  to  an  extent  which  baffles  calcu- 
lation. The  foreign  market  must  always  be  com- 
paratively insignificant;  it  is  always  precarious, 
and  often  ruinous.  But  we  have  discovered  that 
the  foreign  demand  for  our  produce  is  limited 
and  stationary,  while  our  means  of  producing  is 
without  bounds. 

The  population  of  Europe  is  nearly  stationary, 
whilst  our  population  doubles  once  in  twenty-five 
years ;  and  for  this  reason  the  rules  of  political 
arithmetic,  which  apjdy  to  the  one  do  not  apply 
to  the  other. 

The  time  was  when  all  the  subjects  of  these 
once  colonies  cduld  be  profitably  employed  in  agri- 
culture; for  Europe  wanted  ot  us  more  than  we 
could  nroduce.  But  that  time  has  long  since  pass- 
ed, and  Pennsylvania  alone  can  now  jzive  a  greater 
surplus  of  agricultural  produce  than  aO  the  colonies 
comd  sive  a  century  ago ;  while  the  foreign  de- 
mand for  such  produce  has  not,  and  probably  will 
not  increase,  except  for  very  short  periods,  and  in 
a  way  to  produce  but  little  permanent  advantage 
to  our  country. 

If  we  remain  simply  an  agricultural  and  com- 
mercial nation,  of  what  advantage  to  us  will  be 
the  immense  surplus  produce  of  our  soil  without  a 
market  ?  The  farmer  may  see  his  bams  and  gran- 
aries filled  with  the  bounties  of  Heaven,  to  perish 
on  his  hands.  Such  scenes  are  frequent  m  the 
western  country,  where  we  see  misery  in  the  midst 
of  plenty.  I  have  travelled  but  little  to  the  west 
of  this  place,  but  enough  to  conviliceme  that  buying 
cheap  goods  of  foreif^  manufacture  there,  is  much 
more  ruinous  to  the  mhabitants  than  in  States  near 
our  great  seaports,  where  there  will  always  be 
some  demand  for  tne  produce  of  the  soil.  The  ex- 
pense of  transj^rting  dry  goods,  by  land,  one  or 
two  hundred  miles,  is  very  trifling,  while  tne  value 
of  the  bulky  and  heavy  produce  oithe  farmer  would 
not  pay  the  expense  of  such  transportation.  1  have 
seen  the  stores  of  Harrisburg,  Carlisle.  Shipp^is- 
burg,  Bedford,  and  Pittsburg,  filled  with  India  and 
British  dry  goods,  and  selling  at  rates  as  cheap  as 
thev  could  be  retailed  for  in  Philadelphia.  People 
will  purchase  such  goods,  while  they  have  money 
or  credit  Their  produce,  if  taka&  in  exchange, 
must  be  at  such  reduced  prices  as  to  be  extremely 
oppressive  to  the  farmer. 

If  the  farmer  could  compress  his  produce,  of  the 
vahie  of  a  thousand  dollars,  into  the  compass  of  a 
bale  of  cotton,  and  reduce  it  to  the  same  weight, 
then,  indeed,  he  might  exchange  it  for  British 
goods;  but  his  produce  will  not  bear  the  expense 
of  tranq;>ortatio&,  while  dry  goods  seem  to  fly  upon 


the  wings  of  the  wind.  Suppose  those  goods  te 
have  been  manufactured  in  tne  towns  where  they 
were  sold,  the  manufacturers  would  have  wanted 
the  produce  of  the  farmer;  a  fair  exchange,  moto- 
ally  beneficial  to  the  parties,  would  Jiave  taken 
place,  by  which  the  strength,  riches,  and  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  would  have  been  greatly  pro- 
moted. If  these  towns,  with  the  sunroundinc 
country,  and  all  other  places  similarly  situated, 
should  have  all  their  goods  manufactured  by  arti- 
sans residing  among  them,  taking  their  produce 
in  exchange,  and  affording  them  a  permanent  and 
domestic  market,  it  would  tend  more  to  their  ad- 
vantage, their  riches,  strength,  prosperity,  and 
harainess,  than  if  those  goods  were  manufactured 
in  England  or  India,  and  {i^esented  to  them 
gratis. 

No  nation,  can  be  great  by  agriculture  alone, 
because  a  small  popmation  can  till  all  the  gooa 
soiL  No  nation  can  be  permanently  great  by 
commerce  or  manufactures  alone,  because  their 
prosperity  depaids  more  upon  foreign  nations  than 
upon  their  own  industry  or  enterprise — a  dep&kdt- 
ence  always  precarious,  and  not  to  be  relied  upon. 
A  nation  may  be  great  and  independent  by  agri- 
culture and  manufactures,  and  the  domestic  trade 
incid^it  to  such  a  state;  but,  if  foreign  commerce 
be  added,  it  gives  strength  and  activity  to  the 
whole,  and  adds  greatly  to  the  wealth,  prosperity, 
and  hairiness  of  a  nation.  All  must  be  combinea 
to  produce  the  best  efEect 

The  establishment  of  manufactures  in  this  coim- 
try  will  open  a  boundless  field  for  the  enterprise  of 
our  citizens,  and,  next  to  affriculture,  will  most 
effectually  promote  the  general  prosperity.  The  ex- 
perience ot  the  last  war  has  proved  that,  wherever 
manufactures,  were  established,  there  amcuhure 
has  flourished^  their  interests  are  idaitified.  They 
conjointly,  with  one  voice,  ask  you  to  protect 
manufactures.  That  call  will  not  cease  while  the 
cause  of  it  continues,  and  that  it  will  do  while  the 
merchant  inundates  our  eountry  with  British  and 
India  goods,  which  he  can  do  under  our  present 
tariff  while  an  overgrown  population  in  England 
and  India  work  for  a  bare  suDsistence — a  siwist- 
ence  so  scanty  as  to  require  the  nicest  calculation 
to  escape  the  horrors  of  famine.  If  our  populatbn 
were  reduced  to  the  same  distress,  by  the  same 
cause,  neither  English  nor  India  goods  would  be 
sent  to  our  market  Heaven  forbid  that  our  manu- 
factures should  ever  prosper  from  such  a  cause, 
or  that  our  Government  should  seek  to  derive 
advantage  from  the  distress  and  misery  of  the 
people! 

The  English  €k>vemment,  in  acquiring  national 
wealth,  with  little  regard  to  humanity,  it  is  true, 
discover  a  degree  of  sagi^city  not  witnessed  in  any 
other  nation.  The  very  wretchedness,  poverty, 
and  dbtress  of  her  people,  are  ma^  the  means  of 
wealth,  by  enabling  her  to  levy  contributions  on 
the  rest  ot  the  world,  by  means  of  her  manufac- 
tures. The  wretch  who  works  for  six  pence  a 
day,  affords  a  profit  to  his  employer,  and^he  to  the 
merchant  and  shipper:  and,  aU  toffether,  afl^  an 
abundant  source  of  revenue  to  the  Oovernment 
The  advantages  which  England  derives  frmn  the 
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porerty  and  distress  of  her  subjects,  strengthened 
oy  her  laws  of  selfish  policy,  we  must  counteract 
by  laws  which  will  amnrd  a  protection  to  laborers 
as  well  as  their  employers;  our  laborers  must  have 
a  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services.  This 
is  the  dictate  a^  well  of  policy  as  of  humanity. 

It  has  been  said  that  our  population  is  too  sparse 
to  admit  of  manufactures.  This  is  a  great  error, 
80  far  as  respects  manufacturing  for  ourselves.  In 
the  interior  of  the  country,  agriculture  and  manu- 
factures should  be  cotempcnraneous — should  go  hand 
in  hand;  in  the  Atlantic  States  agriculture  may 
precede  manufactures;  but  as  soon  as  there  is  a 
surf^us  po]>ulation  over  and  above  what  are  re- 
quired fbr  tilling  the  best  lands,  it  is  a  decisive  in- 
dication that  the  interest  of  the  country  requires 
an  immediate  application  to  manufactures.  Our 
customs  are  a  convenient  source  of  revenue  in  time 
of  peace,  Imt  fail  us  in  time  of  war,  when  most 
wanted.  An  immediate  transition  from  duties  on 
goods  to  a  direct  tax,  for  a  large  portion  of  our 
levenue,  most  at  all  times  be  felt  as  a  severe  in- 
convenience. A  system  of  excise,  in  time  of  war, 
could  easily  be  adopted,  and  the  duties  collected 
last  war  on  domestic  Inannfkctures  prove  what 
might  be  done  in  future,  if  those  mannfactures 
should  be  encouraged. 

The  revival  of  manufactures  would  put  into  ac- 
tive operation  millions  of  capital,  and  it  vrould 
give  employment  to  thousands  of  laborers  who  are 
now  idle.  The  busy  scenes  of  1813.  1814,  and 
1815,  would  revive.    All  hands  would  fiud  em- 

Eloyment;  industry  its  reward;  prosperity  and 
appiness  would  again  return;  our  imports  would 
decrease;  we  should  recover  from  our  ruinous 
trade  with  Great  Britain  and  India,  the  chief  cause 
of  our  present  distress.  The  balance  of  trade 
against  us,  with  England  alone,  should  convince 
us  that  our  policy,  with  regard  to  manufactures, 
has  been  radically  wrong.  The  aggregate  balance 
of  trade  against  us  with  that  nation,  from  the  year 
1795  to  the  present  tim^  is  more  than  three  huu- 
dred  and  fiftv  millions  of  dollars. 

I  hope  ana  trust  we  may  isee  the  day  when  we 
diall  reciprocate  on  the  European  nations  -the  ex- 
clusive regulations  which  they  rigidly  observe  with 
respect  to  us;  that  we  shall  be  truly  national,  not 
only  as  it  respects  our  navigation,  shipping,  and 
commerce,  but  our  manufactures. 

Some  gentlemen  are  the  professed  enemies  of 
manufacturing  establishments,  and  attribute  to 
them  all  the  vices  and  miseries  which^  in  Eng- 
land, result  from  an  overgrown  population.  The 
arguments  of  such  gentlemen  can  be  fairly  met. 
But  the  manufacturing  establbhments  are  in  more 
danger  from  some  of  tneir  professed  friends,  who 
wish  them  well,  hope  they  will  go  on  and  succeed, 
but  will  do  nothing  for  the^  protection.  Ana 
why?  Sir,  the  struggles  of  our  manufacturers, 
unprotected,  keep  dovm  the  price  of  ffoods  in  the 
market,  to  the  great  accommodation  oi  such  friends 
to  manufacturers.  Had  our  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments been  abandoned  in  1816,  goods  would 
now  be  twenty  per  centum  higher  in  our  market 
The  manufacturers  of  bar  iron  have  been  pressed 
to  the  earth  in  their  struggles  to  participate  in  our 


market;  but  had  they  abandoned  their  works  at 
the  end  of  the  war,  and  consented  to  be  ruined  at 
once,  rather  than  by  piece-meal,  bar  iron  would 
now  be  selling  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York  at 
one  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  per  ton.  It  is  not 
at  all  surprising  that  domestic  manufactures  should 
have  friends  of  this  character. 

But,  sir^  the  manufacturers  feel  indignant  at  the 
situation  m  which  they  are  placed  and  the  pur- 
poses to  which  they  are  ^lade  subservient ;  and  the 
people  of  all  classes  around  them,  and  who  have 
intercourse  with  them,  partake  of  the  same  sen- 
timent. Wherever  those  establishments  are  made, 
the  people  speak  to  you  with  united  voice.  They 
speak  by  their  petitions  and  remonstrances,  with 
which  your  table  is  loaded ;  they  speak  to  you  by 
their  Legislatures;  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
and  Ohio,  are  nearly  unanimous ;  and  a  farge  por- 
tion of  Vermont  Maryland,  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  are  in  favor  or  giving  fur- 
ther protection  to  our  manufactures.  Three  or 
four  millions  of  people  ask  you  for  this  protection ; 
and  shaU  they  not  be  heard?  Shall  an  applica- 
tion of  such  weight  and  importance  be  evaded  by 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement?  Do  gen- 
tlemen flatter  themselves  that  this  press  can  be 
thus  arrested ;  that  it  is  a  cloud  that  will  pass  over 
without  pnroducing  an  effect  ?  They  deceive  them- 
selves. From  the  time  that  Mr.  Dallas  gave  us 
his  estimate  of  a  tariff,  upon  a  scale  much  too  low 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country,  and  from  the  time 
that  Congress  adopted  the  present  tariff,  but  upon 
a  «cale  much  below  the  estimate  of  Mr.  Dallas, 
an  interest  in  favor  of  domestic  industry  has  taken 
deep  root,  and  that  so  extensively  as  not  now  to 
to  be  eradicated.  The  press,  if  now  evaded,  will 
return  with  redouUed  force,  and,  sooner  or  later, 
must  be  attended  with  success. 

Gentlemen  who  act  as  protectors  of  interests 
which,  in  thdr  opinion,  come  in  conflict  with  the 
measures  for  encouraging  domestic  manufactures, 
would  consult  .their  true  policy  by  meeting  this 
bill,  such  as  it  may  be  modified,  with  the  spirit  of 
c<>nciliation  and  accommodation.  Without  yield- 
ing any  essential  point  on  their  part,  the  auestion 
may  now  be  put  at  rest,  and  save  those  whose  in- 
terests are  thus  defended,  from  regretting,  at  some 
future  time,  that  their  friends  Imve  served  them 
with  more  zeal  than  prudence. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL  followed  on  the  same  side,  and 
spoke  at  considerate  length  in  defence  of  the  bill, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour,  and  against  the  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Otis  said,  that  he  would  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  by  multiplying  professions  of 
his  intention  to  confine  his  observations  exclusively 
to  the  motion  of  postponement,  and  to  avoid  aU 
remarks  upon  the  ments  of  the  bill,  because  he  was 
warned  by  the  respectable  examples  of  those  who 
had  preceded  him  on  btfth  sides,  of  the  extreme 
difllculty  of  adhering  to  such  a  determination.  It 
was,  however,  certainly  his  present  purpose  to 
limit  himself  rigorously  to  the  single  question,  and, 
consequently,  not  to  controvert,  at  large,  the  ar^ 
gument  of  the  honoraUe  gentleman  from  Rhode 
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Island,  (to  many  positions  of  which  he  assented.) 
or  to  support  to  their  extent  those  of  the  honorahle 
member  urom  Virginia,  to  some  of  which  he  might 
not  affree.  No  person  was  more  friendly  than 
himself  to  the  prosperity  of  manufactm-es,  or  better 
disposed  to  afford  them  a  reasonable  protection, 
consistent  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
community.  He  admitted,  that  they  ought  to  be 
regarded  as  an  important  integer  in  the  statistical 
establishments  of  this  country,  and  allowed  to  his 
honorable  friend  from  Rhode  Island  the  benefit  and 
justice  of  all  his  observations,  which  were  appUed 
to  illustrate  the  truth  of  the  tacts,  not  only  that  a 
prosperous  state  of  manufactures  contributed  to  the 
advance  of  agricultural  improvement,  but  that  it 
was  among  the  characteristics  of  every  great  and 
flourishing  nation.  If,  then,  the  propo^  object 
of  the  billwas  nothing  more  th^n  to  provide  for  a 
reasonable  and  measured  encouragement  to  c^tain 
manufactures,  for  the  prosecution  of  which  the 
country^  had  already  shown  a  capacity,  and  to  this 
end  an  increase  of  duties  had  been  proposed  on  such 
imported  goods  as  met  them  in  the  market  with 
a  competition  which  they  could  not  withstand, 
he  should  feel  it  his  duty,  and  should  cheerfully 
perform  it,  to  examine  the  details  of  such  a  bill, 
and  to  decide  ui)on  it  with  the  best  information 
and  knowledge  in  his  power.  But  this  was  not 
the  simple  aim  of  the  authors  and  framers  and 
principal  supporters  of  this  bill.  They  did  not 
disguise  their  object^  which  was  to  make  this  the 
foundation  of  a  radical  change  in  the  lon^  estab- 
lished policy  of  the  commercial  and  financial  sys- 
tems of  the  nation  \  to  make  an  entire  revolution 
in  the  various  departments  of  the  national  industry, 
and  in  the  distribution  of  its  capital ;  to  divert  that 
capital,  bv  artificial  means,  into  a  new  current : 
to  ei^act  the  existence  of  new  manufactures,  as  well 
as  to  support  the  old  ones  \  in  a  word,  he  said,  it 
was  the  design  of  the  bill  to  give  the  sanction  of 
the  nation  tp  the  continental,  or  exclusive  system, 
so  called,  and  institute  a  new  era  in  our  public  af- 
fairs. The  estimated  difference,  he  said,  between 
the  product  of  the  present  and  proposed  duties  was 
from  five  to  six  xnillions.  It  was,  then,  evident, 
that,  either  the  consumption  of  imported  merchan- 
\  dise  in  the  country  must  be  diminished,  and  thus  a 
deficit  be  made  in  the  revenue  from  tne  customs, 
or  the  additional  amount  must  operate  as  a  tax 

Xn  the  whole  nation  for  the  protection  of  man- 
;tures.  He  did  not  mean,  on  this  question,  to 
arraign  the  wisdom  of  this  policy,  or  to  deny  that 
the  nation  would  be.  and  ought  to  be,  willing  to 
incur  this  burden.    All  he  contended  for  was,  that 


ance,  pregnant  with  a  train  of  conse(}uences  de- 
manding fi^reat  consideration  and  foresight. 

The  bill  was  a  manifesto  of  the  disposition  of  a 
committee,  and  of  one  branch  of  the  JLegislature, 
to  listen  to  the  claim  of  the  manufacturers,  for  a 
bounty  of  five  millions  of  dollars  in  the  outset.  Let 
the  other  classes  of  community,  the  farmer,  the 
merchant,  and  (the  useful  body  of  men  connected 
with  all  others)  the  mechanics,  be  heard  upon  the 


question,  before  an  irrevocable  sanction  was  given 
to  the  system. 

It  is  vain  to  arffue,  that  the  peo^e  have  had  suf- 
ficient notice  of  the  proposed  measure,  and  cannot 
be  taken  by  surprise.  It  had  been  said,  by  the 
honorable  gentleman  who  had  just  preceded  him, 

(Mr.  Burrill)  that  the  memorials  on  the  table 
irom  various  quarters  and  from  Legislative  bodies, 
exhibited  a  strong  and  generally  prevalent  sensation 
in  favor  of  promoting  domestic  manufactures,  and 
that  the  public  mind  was  ripe  for  a  decision  cor- 
responding with  these  indications.  He  was  not 
disposed  to  pontravene  the  fact  of  a  prevailing  par- 
tiality to  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  It 
existed  everywhere,  and  he  rejoiced  to  see  lU  It 
pervaded,  as  he  believed,  the  walls  of  that  Senate, 
and  he  presumed  that  every  individual  within 
them  wcmld  admit  its  influence.  But  the  point  to 
be  ascertained  is.  the  degree  to  which  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  tne  country  permit  that  partiality 
to  be  indulged.  It  is  very  easy  to  obtain  from 
private  and  public  societies,  and  from  leg[islative 
assemblies,  strong  resolutions  and  emphatical  as- 
surances, in  favor  of  manufactures.  But  abstract 
opinions,  and  the  expressions  of  public  sentiment 
and  encouragement  of  this  species  of  industry,  do 
not  warrant  the  inference  that  those  by  whom  thev 
are  entertained  or  uttered,  are  ready  to  go  aU 
lengths  themselves,  or  mean  that  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  should  disptlace,  by  sudden  legis- 
lation, all  the  relations  of  society.  If  the  Legisla- 
tures, whose  resolutions  are  cited,  had  been  apprized 
of  the  ground  covered  bv  this  bill,  and  of  the  sum 
of  money  that  ipust  be  levied  upon  the  consumers 
of  foreign  goods,  to  give  it  efiect,  it  is  not  at  all 
apparent  tl^t  they  would  have  consented  to  such 
an amplitudeof  construction.  They  would, perhaps, 
say.  to  the  manufacturers,  "  when  we  give  you  an 
incn,  you  take  an  ell."  Whence  can  we  fairly 
collect  the  true  intent  of  these  legislative  proceea- 
ings  better  than  from  a  reference  to  what  has  taken 
place  on  former  occasions-?  Previously  to  the  re- 
vision of  the  last  tariff,  gr^at  efforts  were  made  by 
the  manufacturing  interest  to  obtain  protecting 
duties,  and  a  most  able  and  elabolrate  report  was 
made  in  their  favor.  But  how  did  it  conclude  t 
Merely  with  two  resolutions,  one  in  favw  of  im- 
posing additional  duties  upon  cotton  ffoods,  the 
other  a  similar  duty  on  woollen  goods.  Here,  then, 
is  probably  the  true  exponent  of  the  meaning  and 
wish  of  the  people  and  their  Legislatures,  namely : 
that  some  moderate  augmentation  should  be  made 
of  the  duties  upon  these,  and  upon  any  other  man- 
ufactures which  are  languishing  merely  through 
want  of  such  aid;  at  least  it  is  erring  on  the  safe 
side,  to  presume  that  they  did  not  wish  Congress 
to  ffo  further  at  first. 

For  a  measure  of ,  this  description,  embraced  in 
the  ordinary  routine  of  legislative  duty,  he  was 
prepared.  But  he  required  time  to  understand  and 
mature  his  views,  and  to  know  the  sense  of  his 
constituents  upon  the  very  comprehensive  bill  be- 
fore the  Senate.  Gentlemen  of  great  and  lumi- 
nous minds,  who  saw  through  all  things  at  a 
glance,  might  wonder  at  his  dulness,  but  he  doubfed 
whether  he  was  alone,  or  ought  to  take  much 


Digitized  by 


Google 


669 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


670 


Mat,  1820. 


The  Tanf. 


Sbnate . 


aluuDEie  to  himaelf.  He  regarded  the  inquiry  as  in- 
Yolviiu^  the  most  important  and  complicated  prin- 
ples  oi  the  most  difocult  science — political  econ- 
omy— ^principles  which  had  divided  the  opinions 
of  the  greatest  men,  and  agitated  the  counsels  of 
the  wisest  nations.  On  one  side  hare  heen  ranged 
the  economists  and  cyclopedists  of  the  Continent. 
and  on  the  other  the  disciples  of  the  celehrated 
Adam  Smith.  The  former  contending  for  the 
pre-eminence  of  the  agricultural  and  exclusive 
sptem,  and  the  latter  portraying  the  absurdity  and 
Ticiousness  of  bounties,  duties,  prohibitions,  and 
restraints  upon  industry,  in  all  or  any  of  its  many 
branches.  The  ju^pnent  of  the  hignest  tribunals 
of  literature,  and  of  the  most  enlightened  states- 
men, appeared  to  have  been  irreversibly  rendered 
in  favor  of  the  system  of  Smith.  But  of  late  the 
controversy  is  renewed.  The  champions  in  favor 
of  free  trade  and  the  rights  of  all  classes,  are  the 
celebrated  Mr.  Say,  Mr.  Ricardo,  and  several  oth- 
ers of  the  Smith  school,  though  not  implicitly 
adopting  all  his  maxims.  While  Chaptal,  a  name 
of  great  celebrity,  has  placed  himself  m  the  van  of 
a  new  jgproup  of  scientific  persons,  who,  if  they  do 
not  mamtain  the  abstract  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  exclusive  system  in  its  full  extent, 
stickle  with  great  zeal  m  favor  of  its  practical 
necessity,  in  order  to  countervail  the  restrictive 
regulations  of  other  nations.  Possibly  this  neces- 
sity may  be  found  to  exist  in  this  country.  He 
inclined  to  the  opinion^  that  it  would  prove,  to  a 
certain  extent,  imperative  upon  us,  and  that  the 
liberal  character  of  our  commercial  system  might 
be  forced  to  yield  to  the  selfish  and  jealous  sys- 
tems and  codes  of  other  nations.  But  a  departure 
from  our  policy  ought  not  to  be  admitted  without 
great  deliberation,  and  should  be  at  first  gradual 
and  experimental.  Between  these  conflictiujg 
schemes  of  political  economy.  Congress,  by  this 
bill,  would  be  called  upon  to  decide  at  this  mo- 
ment ;  and  it  mi^^ht  be  supposed,  without  the  least 
disrespect,  that  tney  were  not  prepared  to  deter- 
mine so  momentous  a  controversy,  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  when  they  came  together.  He 
further  contended  that  it  was  always  dangerous  to 
legislate  under  the  influence  of  sudden  impulses 
and  strong  excitements,  prevailing  in  any  portion 
of  the  community.  Manufacturing  establisnments 
had  suffered  much  throughout  Uie  country,  though 
in  very  different  degrees,  and.  in  many  instances, 
had  gone  to  decay.  And  sucn  is  the  propensity  of 
the  human  heart  to  refer  all  calamity  to  whatever 
appears  to  be  the  approximate  cause ;  that  those 
interested  in  manufactures  imputed  their  ruin  ex- 
clusively to  the  want  of  protecting  duties,  and  had 
persuaded  others  to  ascribe  the  general  distress  of 
the  times  to  the  declension  of  manufactures. 

On  this  subject  he  felt  that,  for  himself,  much 
information  was  needed.  He  was  desirous  of  time 
to  ascertain  in  what  degree  the  decline  of  manu- 
factures had  been  accelerated  by  other  causes.  In 
some  instances,  perhaps,  there  had  been  an  origi- 
nal want  of  capital,  and  they  grew  up  out  of  &e 
credits  of  banks  not  more  substantial  than  them- 
selves. In  other  instances,  there  may  have  been 
want  of  sJull,  or  a  defec tive  economy.    Some  have 


been  distanced  by  the  improved  machinery  of  their 
neighbors,  and  not  a  few,  probably,  had  gone  down 
through  the  misfortune  of  being  originally  joint, 
stock  companies,  placed  under  the  superintendence 
of  an  agent  interested  only  in  obtaining  hb  sti- 
pend, and  managed  without  the  close  and  methodi- 
cal arrangement,  -^hich,  under  the  master's  eye, 
secures  the  little  savings  and  steady  thrift,  which 
are  vital  to  such  institutions.  Besides  the  knowl- 
edge so  desirable  on  these  points,  he  wanted  infor- 
mation concerning  the  efi&cacy  of  the  last  protect- 
ing duties  on  cotton  and  iron.'  He  woulcl  oe  glad 
to  learn  the  effect  of  the  last  tariff  on  the  bo^-ore 
of  New  Jersey  as  well  as  on  other  iron  r^ions  j 
and  if  that  encouragement  had  not  proved  suffi- 
cient, he  should  be  curious  to  see  the  calculations 
whereon  were  founded  the  assurance  that  the  ad- 
ditional provisions  of  this  bill  would  secure  the 
desired  success.  It  was  sufficient,  he  said,  to 
glance  at  these  considerations,  whicn  formed  only 
a  portion  of  those  of  which  a  complete  and  intel- 
ligent estimation  was  reauisite,  to  enable  Congress 
to  act  with  safety  to  thejnsclves  and  justice  to 
their  constituents.  Nothing  further  was  incum- 
bent on  the  supporters  of  the  motion  than  to  show 
that  the  proposed  measure  was  of  doubtful  advan- 
tage, for  the  danger  of  acting  Uy  entirely  in  one 
way.  Should  the  bill  be  pas^,  whatever  may  be 
its  effect  upon  the  revenue,  or  its  reception  by  the 
coimtry,  it  cannot  be  repealed  without  a  breach  of 
the  public  faith.  It  will  be  regarded  as  the  foun- 
dation of  a  permanent  structure,  and  as  a  pledge 
that  the  manufacturing  interest  shall  be  supported, 
whatever  may  be  the  sacrifice  and  expense.  Re- 
posing upon  this  security,  capital  will  be  with- 
drawn from  other  employment,  and  invested  in  the 
fabrications  of  industry,  and  in  machinery  of  im- 
mense value. '  The  claims  to  protection,  which  are 
now  so  earnestly  pressed  upon  you,  will  become 
irresistible,  and  considered  justly  as  springing  from 
your  ddiberate  patronage;  and,  if  enough  shall 
not  have  been  done,  you  must  persevere,  and  do 
more,  otherwise  a  fearful  ruin  will  indeed  over- 
whelm those  who  will  have  trusted  to  your  prof- 
fered bounty.  The  step  which  we  are  about  to 
take,  therefore,  will  be  one  which  admits  not  of 
receding, under  any  circumstances;  nor^  indeed,  of 
halting,  if  it  turns  out  to  be  inadequate  to  the  at- 
tainment of  its  object.  To  return  from  the  error 
of  their  ways,  is  a  privilege  which  nations  cannot 
always  exercise  with  impunity,  nor  without  greater 
error  than  that  which  they  attempt  to  repair. 
Great  Britain  and  France^  and  other  nations,  are 
chained  to  the  manufacturm^  systems,  and  must, 
at  all  hazards,  maintain  their  interests,  whatever 
may  be  the  imperfections  and  inconveniences  re- 
sulting from  them.  Before  the  United  States  en- 
ters into  such  a  compact^  imposing  the  high  and 
perpetual  obligations  which  it  implicitly  involves, 
It  is  not  too  much  to  require  a  pause  of  a  few 
months  to  enable  them  to  survey,  on  all  sides,  its 
tendency  and  effects.    While,  on  the  one  hand^  a 

Srecipitate  legislation  would  he  accompanied  with 
anger,  and  might  aflbrd  subject  for  unavailing 
regret,  no  conceivable  injury  can  arise  from  a 
more  cautious  procedure.    ,Ii  the  system  is  des- 
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tined  to  receive  the  steady  support  of  public  opin- 
ion, this  will  be  manifested,  by  the  next  session,'  in 
a  manner  not  to  be  mistaken.  The  enthusiasm,  if 
the  ofisprine  of  the  true  faith,  will  not  be  chilled 
by  delay.  Popular  creeds,  whether  religious  or 
political,  gather  strength  from  opposition. 

The  honorable  genUeman  from  New  Jersejr  has 
adnutted  his  persuasion  that  the  proselvtes  will  in- 
crease, and  has  admonished  us  (indeed,  he  had  al- 
most said  menaced,  but  that  gentleman^s  urbanity 
forlnds  that  construction,)  that  the  Yoice  of  Uie 
people  will  com^l  Congress  to  adopt  the  system. 
That  consideration  ouffht  of  itself  to  reconcile 
that  gentleman,  and  au  others,  to  wait,  so  that 
when  it  shall  be  established,  it  may  rest  upon  the 
surebfl^isof  a  well  settled  public  opinion  in  its  favor. 
There  would  then  be  no  pretext  for  changing  and 
rescinding  the  measure,  on  the  ground  of  surprise : 
none  for  imputing  to  its  friends  their  having  taken 
an  undue  advantage  of  the  agitation  of  the  times. 
There  was,  he  said,  a  great  uneasiness^pervading  the 
whole  country — a  sickening  swell  of  the  waves  after 
a  long  tempest.  He  doubted  not  that,  in  a  short 
time,  the  violence  of  the  undulation  would  cease; 
that  the  waters  would  subside,  and  the  ark  rest  in 
safety  on  Ararat. 

Ckntlemen  were  indeed  extremely  mistaken,  who 
could  consider  that  a  change  in  the  tariff,  so  radi- 
cal and  thorough  as  is  now  proposed,  wais  to  be 
rated  among  the  familiar  acts  of  ordinary  legisla- 
tion. It  was,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  most  re- 
sponsible and  arduous  duties  to  which  their  atten- 
tion could  be  called.  Nothing  can  be  more  fatal 
to  the  prosperity  of  a  country  than  the  disturbance 
occasionea  to  the  different  departments  of  industry 
and  employment  of  stock,  by  frequent  variations 
in  its  financial  projects.  Uncertainty  and  want 
of  confidence  in  the  pursuit  of  every  calling,  are 
the  constant  associates  of  such  a  policy.  And, 
consequently,  success  is  to  be  ^icpected  in  none. 
The  act  in  contemplation  will  afiect  all  the  great 
interests  of  the  community,  and  unless  they  can 
haye  timely  warning,  must  affect  most  of  them 
perniciously.  Give  tnem  time  to  adjust  their  con- 
cerns to  the  new  posture  which  they  will  be  ol^iged 
to  assume. 

He  had  thus  endeavored  to  execute  his  purpose 
(^confining  himself  to  the  single  question  before 
the  Senate.  If  an  investigation  of  the  merits  of 
the  bill  should  be  forced  upon  them,  some  yery 
important  and  novel  inquiries  would  be  found  to 
arise  from  the  constitution  of  this  country,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  subject.  It  might,  perhaps,  be  found 
that,  vnthout  a  power  under  certain  circumstances, 
to  prohibit  or  lay  duties  upon  exports,  manufac- 
turers, when  they  shall  bec^e  extremely  numer- 
ous and  congrecated  in  particular  spots,  mi^ht  be 
exposed  to  pecmiar  distress.  A  sudden  rise  in  the 
European  market,  of  the  produce  of  the  field,  might 
expose  them  and  their  employers  to  calamities,  for 
which  no  remedy  or  mitigation  could  be  found. 
It  mi^ht  also  appear,  that  other  peculiarities  in  our 
situation  and  the  extent  of  our  country,  would 
render  inapplicable  maxims  and  regulations  which 
others  have  adopted,  and  the  reverse  of  this  sugges- 
tion might  be  true.    The  state  of  the  revenue,  too. 


at  a  moment  when  all  the  data  of  ealculatidn  were 
so  uncertain,  and  when  our  relations  to  a  foreign 
Power  might  be  materially  chanced,  combined  to 
fortify  the  arguments  in  favor  of  a  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  he  accordingly  noped  would 
take  place. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  motion  to  post- 
pone the  bill  until  the  next  session  was  decided  in 
the  afi&rmative  by^eas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Teas — Meisrs.  Baibotir,  Brown,  Elliot,  Oaillaidy 
Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Maoon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  P^mer,  Pleasanta, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
Walker  of  Georgia,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  and  Wil- 
liams of  Tennessee — SS. 

Ni.Ts^Messrs.  Barrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eatoa, 
Edwards,  Horsey,  Hooter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowria,  Noble, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Haggles,  Saolbrd,  Tichenoi,  Trioa- 
ble.  Van  Dyke,  and  Wilson-^21. 

So  the  bill  was  po8qx)ned. 


Friday,  May  5. 

Mr.  Macon  submitted  the  fdlowing  motion  for 
consideration: 

Reiohed,  That  aothority  onght  to  ba  vested  in  the 
Treasury  Department  to  examine  and  finally  aettle 
all  such  equitable  claims  as  cannot,  according  to  the 
rales  and  regulations  of  the  Department,  be  now 
settled. 

The  President  communicated  a  report  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  Washington  Canal 
Company,  made  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of 
tfieir  charter,  containing  a  statement  of  their  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  since  the  report  made  on 
the  3l8t  of  January,  1817;  and  the  report  was 
read. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders  and  other  ofll- 
cers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States  from 
accepting  of  any  present  or  emolument  of  any 
kind  whatever,  from  any  Kins,  Prince,  or  foreign 
State,  and  for  other  puiposes,''  reported  the  same 
without  amendment 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Afi&irs.  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  Sallv  Jackson,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  also  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  the  statements  of  the  contracts  made 
by  tne  Navy  Commissioners,  were  discharged 
from  the  furtner  consideration  thereof  respectively. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Horsey,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Danid  Hawley,  of  New  York ;  and, 
also,  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  instructing  them 
to  inquire  whether  any  legal  provisions  be  neces- 
sary to  provide  for  the  accommodation  of  ^the 
courts  of  said  Qistrict  and  of  Washington  county, 
and  for  the  ofiSce  of  the  clerk  of  that  court,  were 
dischaiiged  from  the  further  consideration  tnereof 


he  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Lean- 
der  Cathcart  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed.  _ 
The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment 
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of  commisakmeis  to  lay  oQt  tke  road  wad  canals 
thefein  mentioaed^  was  read  a  third  time,  and 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thos. 

C.  Withers,"  was  read  a  third  time  as  amended, 
and  passed* 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  fbr  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Bickley  and  Catharine  Clark,  administratrix  of 
John  Clark,  deceased,"  was  read  a  third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  enutled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Beck 
and  Harvey"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Colombian  Institute,  established  for  the  promotion 
of  arts  and  sciences  iii  the  City  of  Washington," 
was  read  a  third  tim^  and  passed* 

The  bill  entiUed  "An  act  for  the  rdief  of  John 

D.  Carter"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 
The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Ste- 
phen Baxter,  late  paymaster  of  t{ie  third  j^^iment 
of  New  York  Tolunteers,"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Hll  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Brace"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  **  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Daniel 
Converse  and  George  Miller"  was  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
widow  of  John  Heaps^  was  read  a  third  tiraie^  and 
passed. 

The  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  certam 
copies  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
formed  the  Constitution  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  Ae  relief  of  Charles 
Sv  Jones  and  Richi^  Buckner,  jr.,  administrators 
of  William  Jones,"  Was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  t>f  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson ;" 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  firom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Susannah 
Stewurt;"  in  whioh  ImII  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  the  bill 
entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal  all  acts 
henrtolore  piEtssed  for  that  purpose,"  with  amend- 
ments, in  which  they  request  the  concurrenee  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  said  amend- 
ments ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  last  brought  up  for  concurrence  was 
twice  read  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria,  in  the 
Sttite  of  Illinois^  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  Mississippi,  it  was  laid  on  tne  table. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
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of  paymasters  of  the  United  States.  Army ;  and, 
on  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  it  was  laid  on  thie  table. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  hiding  the  courts 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  was  taken  up,  andi 
having  been  amended^  was  postponed  untu  Mdn- 
day^ 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
other  House  to  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the 
Army  in  domestic  manufactures. 

On  motion,  the  first  and  second  amendments — 
providing,  first,  that  the  preference  shall  be  given 
to  domestic  fabrics,  if  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 
more  than  foreign ;  and,  secondly,  that  public  no^ 
tice  shall  be  given  of  me  supplies  wanted,  were 
disagreed  to ;  and  the  third  amendment,  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  Marine  Corps,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kinq,  of  Alabama,  the  Senate 
took  up  the  amendments  of  the  other  House  to  the 
bill  establishing  additional  knd  offices  in  Ala- 
bama, and  havme  spent  some  time  thereon,  the 
bill  "was  postponed  until  Monday. 

The  buls  from  the  otl^r  House^  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  who  reside 
witMn  the  Vincennes  district;  for  tne  relief  of 
Angus  O.  Fraser ;  to  annex  certain  lands  within 
the  Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  district  of  De- 
troit ;  to  amend  the  act  providing  for  the  puUica- 
-tion  of  the  laws  of  the  Union ;  were  severfiJly  ftir- 
ther  considered,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
the  last  named  with  the  amendoftents  heretoi<Mre 
stated. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  H.  Guerlain  was 
also  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  disbursing 
and  other  officers  of  the  Government ;  and,  the 
bill  having  been  further  amended — . 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
been^ossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows : 

TsAs— ^-Messrs.  BsrixNir,  Burrill,  Dana,  Diekerson, 
Eaton,  ElUot,  Oaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of 
Louisiana,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Leake,  Low- 
rie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmier,  RoWrts*  8an- 
fsrd.  Smith;  Btoket,  T^k>r,  Thomas,  Tiehenor,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  Misaigsippi,  and  Wilson— 38. 

Nats — Messrs.  King  of  AUbama,  Lloyd,  Rugfies, 
and  Trimble— 4. 

The  Senate  adjourned  to  Monday. 


MomnAY,  May  8. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  insist  on  their 
&st  amendment  to  the  bill^  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  clothin'g  the  Army  of  theUnited  States 
m  domestic  manufactures,  and  fbr  other  purposes," 
disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.  They  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  and  establish  certain 
post  roads :"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  twice  read,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jedi-' 
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ciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter 
Cardelli,  a  native  of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now 
a  resident  of  the  city  of  Washin^on,  made  a  re- 
port, accompanied  by  a  resolution  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioner  be  not  granted.  The  report  and 
resolution  were  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lanas  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  petitions  of 
Hyacinth  Bernard,  of  Rufus  Easton,  of  Thomas 
Hardman,  of  Saran  Macomb,  of  John  Dobson,  of 
Sismund  Basey,  of  John  Winton,  and  of  John 
Potter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Senate  took  ap 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Tillage  of  Peoria,  in  lUinob  ;  and,  having  been 
discussed  and  amended,  the  bUl  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House  were 
severallv  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  returned, 
viz :  Tne  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  within  the 
Territory  of  Michigan  to  the  land  district  of  De- 
troit ;  the  bilf  for  the  relief  of  Asnes  O.  Fraser ; 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  in  the  State 
of  Illinois,  who  reside  in  the  land  district  of  Vin- 
cennes;  tne  bill  to  amend  the  ac^  providing  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  Union,  {with 
amendments ;)  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis 
H.  GueHain.^ 

The  engrossed  bill  to  limit  the  term  of  office  of 
certain  omcers  was^lso  read  the  third  time,  pa,ssed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  other 
House  to  the  bill  extending  the  charter  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  agre^  to  all  of  them,  except 
that  which  strikes  out  of  the  charter  the  authority 
to  the  city  to  raise,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  money  for  oertain 
purposes  by  way  of  lottery.  This  amendment  was 
advocated  by  Messrs.  ICino  of  New  York,  and 
BuRRiLL,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Hobset,  and 
Roberts,  and  was  disagreed  to — 16  to  10 — and  a 
committee  of  conference  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  on  the  subject. 

The  following  bills  frona  the  other  House  suc- 
cessively underwent  examination  and  discussion 
in  Committees  of  the  ^Hiole,  and  were  severally 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time,  viz :  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  General  James  Wilkinson;  the  bill  to 
alter  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  (with  an  amendment,  making  the 
bill  to  take  effect  from  and  after  the  first  of  Janu- 
ary next;)  the  bill  extending  the  time  for  the 
redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes,  in  certain 
cases:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall: 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Martha  Flood ;  and  the  bill 
authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of  land 
lying  withm  the  land  district  of  Canton,  in  Ohio. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Van  Dyke,  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Vassel  White,  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Lowrie,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  James  Brady,  of  Pennsylvania,  were  discharged 
from  the  farther  considantion  thereof. 


LAND  OFFICES  IN  ALABAMA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  estaolish  additional 
land  offices  in  the  State  of  Alabama.''  The  fir^ 
amendment  having  been  previously  disaj^eed,  to. 
on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  ot  the  saia 
amendments,  as  amended,  as  follows : 

<'  Skc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  the 
disposal  of  10  much  of  the  unappropriated  public  lands 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  as  are  within  the  following 
boundaries,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  is  extin- 
gnished,  the  following  district  shall  be  formed :  mR  the 
public  lands  as  aforeaaid^  to  which  the  Indian  title 
was  eztiDgaished,  by  the  treaties  concluded  at  St. 
Mary's  in  the  month  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighteen,  lying  between  the  range  line  separating  the 
second  and  third  ranges,  west  of  the  seeond  fwincipml 
meridian ;  extended  norUi  to  the  present  Indian  boimd- 
ary, and  the  range  line  separatuif  the  Jffth  and  sixth 
ranges,  east  of  the  second  principal  meridian ;  exteod*' 
ed  north  to  the  present  Indian  boundary ;  *  aind  north 
of  a  line  separating  the  nin^i  and  tenth  tiers  of  town- 
ships north  of  the  base  line  ;*  shall  form  a  district,  ibr 
which  a  land  office  shall  be  established  at  Browns* 
town:" 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  7,  nays 
21,  as.  fdlows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Diokerson,  Edwards,  Noble,  Rug- 
gles,  Taylor,  Thomas,  and  Trimble. 

Ni.TS— Messrs.  Borrill,  Eaton,  ElUot,  QaUlafd,  Hor- 
Mvy,  King  of  Alabama,  Lanman,  Leake,  Logan,  Low- 
rie, Macon,  Morril,  Panrott,  Pleasants^  Roberts,  Sanfordr 
Stokes,  Van  Pyke,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of 
Mississippi,  and  Williams  of  Tennessee. 

And  the  third  amendment  having  beea  also  dis- 
agreed to,  and  the  other  amendmoats  being  agreed 
to,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Senate  disagree  to  the 
firet,  second,  and  third  of  said,  amendments,  and 
agree  to  the  residue  thereof. 

SETTLEMENT  OP  BOUNDARY. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  from  the  other  House,  dedaring  the 
consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  between  the 
States  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  dividing  line. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  ao 
as  to  extend  the  approbation  of  Congress  not  only 
to  this  compact,  but  '<to  such  compact  as  may  bie 
agreed  on  betWL3n  said  States." 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lqoam, 
and  was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Eaton  and  Wil* 
LIAM8,  of  Tennessee,  on  the  ground  that  the  settle- 
ment recommended  bv  the  commissioners  had  not 
yet  been  acted  on  by  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
though  it  had  been  by  that  of  Kentucky;  that  it 
was  not  certain  that  it  would  be  ratified  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  former  State,  and  they^  wished 
to  provide-  for  any  agreement  whieh  might  be 
finally  concluded  between  the  two  States.  The 
amendment  was  negatived;  when— 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  inde- 
finite postponement  of  the  resolution;  but  after- 
wards vaned  hb  motion  to  a  postponement  notil 
to-morrow;  which  was  agreed  to. 
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The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole^  (Mr.  Morril  in  the  chair,)  ^e  con&idera- 
tion  ot  the  hill  to  authoidze  the  appointment  of 
conunifisioners  to  examine  the  route  of  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal,  as  already  laid  out, 
and  the  route  of  the  proposed  canal  from  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Delaware  to  those  of  the.  Raritan. 

Mr.  Smith  and  Mr.  Macon  opposed  the  bill  on 
principle^  and  at  considerable  length.  The  bill, 
Its  coBstitQtionality,  and  expediency,  were  sup- 
ported at  large  by  Messrs.  Kino,  of  New  York, 
IhcKSRsoN,  and  Van  Dyke. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  its  postponement  to  the  next 
session;  which  motion  was  negatived — ^yeas  11, 
navs  15. 

Mr.  BcRRiLL  moved  to  insert  a  clause  providing  j 
also  for  a  survey  of  "  the  best  route  for  a  canal  | 
from  Naragansett  Bay  to  Massachusetts  Bay."  j 
This  amendment,  Mr.  B.  r^arked,  was  not  .offered 
to  defeat  the  bill,  but  the  object  was  as  essential  as 
any  other  to  preserve  the  line  of  inland  navigation : 
it  had  been  often  thought  of,  and  would  abddge 
the  sea  voyage  as  much,  if  not  more,  than  any 
other  improvement  on  the  coast,  as  it  would  save 
the  long  voyage  around  the  great  promontory  of 
Cape  Cod. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said^  this  amendment  would 
present  directly  a  Constitutional  difficultj^,  as  it 
involved  the  question  which  the  Executive  had 
expressed  his  opinion  ot. ;  it  goin^r  to  provide  for 
an  object  to  which  the  consent  of  the  States  had 
not  been  given,  and  had  not  been  taken  up  by  a  j 
company,  &c. 

Mr.  Bdrrill  readied  as  to  the  facts  of  the  case, 
and  argued  that  this  amendment  could  notpossi- 
YAj  present  any  greater  Constitutional  difficulty 
than  any  other  feature  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  who  wished,  if  the 
bill  was  to  pass,  also  to  offer  some  amendmcQts, 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

TuEanAY,  May  9. 

Mr.  Roberts  gave  notice  that,  to-morrow,  he 
should  ask  leave  to  brin^  in  a  resolution  for  an 
allowance  for  extra  services  to  assistants  to  the 
Doorkeeper  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DicKERSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Samuel  Haley,  of  the  Isles  of 
Shoals,  reported  a  bill  authorizmg  the  repair  of  a 
sea^iwall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals;  and  the  same  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  DicKBRsoN,,from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Herbert  Grant, 
made  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  resolution,  that 
the  petitioner  nave  leave  to  withdraw  his  petition. 
The  report  and  resolution  were  read.  ' 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  giving 
the  consent  of  Congress  to  a  compact  concluded 
between  the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  settlement  of  their  boundary  line;  and,  on 
motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  it  vras 
laid  on  the  table. 


The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 
fidd  exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was  post- 
poned to,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for,  to- 
morrow. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  heirs  of  William  and  Eli- 
sha  Winter  to  file  a  petition  of  right  against  the 
United  States,  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments 
reported  thereto  by  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
agreed  to ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays — ^yeas  2^, 
nays  7,  as  follows.: 

YiAt — Messrs.  BfowD,  Barrill,  Dana,  Eadon,  Ed* 
wards,  GailUrd,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Mellen, 
Pleasants,  Sanford,  fiknitb,  Trimble,  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama, Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tenncswe, 
and  Wilson. 

Nats— -Messrs.  Lanman,  Macon,  Morril,  Roberts, 
Haggles,  Taylor,  and  Tichenor. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the  times  of 
the  session  of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,"  was  read  a  third  time,  as 
aiAended,  and  passed. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
riUajB^  of  Peoria,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  was  read 
a  third  time,  and  r        ' 


The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  th^  relief  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson"  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  extending  the'  time 
for  the  redemption  of  land  .*^old  for  direct  taxes  in 
certain  cases,"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Sam- 
uel B.  Beall"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Martha 
Flood"  was  read  a  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  sale  of  thirteen 
sections  of  land  lying  within  the  land  district  of 
Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  a  third 
ttme,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississiroi,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  tiands.  to  whom  was  referred,  on 
the  15ch  ultimo,  the  bill  to  revire  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding 
on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  finds  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment 
of  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory  of  Michigan, 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  ^e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary^  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Cardelli,  a  ntftiTe 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Rome,  now  resident  at  the 
city  of  Washington,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith, 
resolved,  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  DicK£RSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  the  subject  was 
refemed,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Bab- 
bitt, and  the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  sec- 
ond reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  th3  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  purehase  of  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  the 
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Declaration  of  Independence,  published  by  John 
Binns;  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Mbllen,  it  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Horsey  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  without  amendment,  the 
bill  from  the  other  House  for  the  relief  of  William 
Pancost,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  post- 
poned indefinitely ;  which  Mr.  H.  moved  and  ex- 
plained the  reasons  therefor,  and  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

AFFAIRS  WITH  SPAIN. 
The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  or  the  United  States  : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

I  communicate  to  Congress  a  correspondence  which 
has  taken  place  between  the  Secretary  of  State  and 
the  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  since  the  Message  of  the  27th 
March  last,  respecting  the  treaty  which  was  concluded 
between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  on  the  22d 
February,  1819. 

After  the  failure  of  His  Catholic  Majesty,  for  so  long 
a  time,  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  was  expected  that  this 
Minister  would  have  brought  with  him  the  ratification  ; 
or,  that  he  would  have  been  authorized  to  give  an  order 
for  the  delivery  of  the  territory,  ceded  by  it,  to  the 
United  States.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  treaty  is 
still  unratified,  and  that  the  Minister  has  no  authority 
to  surrender  the  territory.  The  object  of  his  mission 
has  been  to  make  complaints,  and  to  demand  explana- 
tions, respecting  an  imputed  system  of  hostility,  on 
the  part  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against 
the  subjects  and  dominions  of  Spain,  and  an  unfriendly 
policy  in  their  Government,  and  to  obtain  new  stipu- 
lations against  these  alleged  injuries,  as  the  condition 
on  which  the  treaty  should  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a  demand 
were,  under  existing  circumstances,  it  was  thought 
proper  without  compromitting  the  Government,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued,  to  meet  them  promptly,  and 
to  give  the  explanations  that  were  desired,  on  every 
subject,  with  the  utmost  candor.  The  result  has 
proved,  what  was  sufliciently  well  known  before,  that 
the  charge  of  a  systematic  hostility  being  adopted,  and 
pursued  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
dominions  and  subjects  of  Spain,  is  utterly  destitute 
of  foundation ;  and  that  their  Government,  in  all  its 
branches,  has  maintained,  with  the  utmost  rigor,  that 
neutraUty,  in  the  civil  war  between  Spain  and  the 
colonies,  which  they  were  the  first  to  declare.  No 
force  has  been  collected,  nor  incursions  made  from 
within  the  United  States,  against  the  dominions  of 
Spain  ;  nor  have  any  naval  equipments  been  permit- 
ted^in  favor  of  either  party,  against  the  other.  Their 
citizens  have  been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident 
to  the  neutral  condition  of  their  country ;  the  public 
officers  have  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were 
faithfully  executed;  and  severe  examples  have  been 
made  of  some  who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed,  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the  United 
States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recognise  the  revolu- 
tionary colonies  in  South  America,  or  to  form  other 
relations  with  them,  when,  in  their  judgment,  it  may 
be  just  and  expedient  so  to  do,  it  is  manifestly  so  re- 
pugnant to  the  honor,  and  even  to  the  independence 
of  the  United  States,  that  it  has  been  impossible  to 
discuss  it.    In  making  this  proposal,  it  is  perceived 


that  His  Catholic  Majesty  has  entirely  misconceived 
the  principles  on  which  this  Government  has  acted,  in 
being  a  party  to  a  negotiation  so  long  protracted,  far 
claims  so  well  founded  and  reasonable,  as  he  likewise 
has  the  sacrifices  which  the  United  States  have  made, 
comparatively,  with  Spain,  in  the  treaty,  to  which  it 
is  proposed  to  annex  so  extraordinary  and  improper  a 
condition. 

Had  the  Minister  of  Spain  ofiered  an  unqualified 
pledge  that  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  by  his  Sover- 
eign, on  being  made  acquainted  with  the  explanatione 
which  had  been  given  by  this  Government,  there 
would  have  been  a  strong  motive  for  accepting  and 
i  submitting  it  to  the  Senate,  for  their  advice  and  con* 
sent,  rather  than  to  resort  to  other  measures  for  re- 
dress, however  justifiable  and  proper;  but  he  gives  no 
such  pledge ;  on  the  contrary,  he  declares,  explicitly, 
that  the  refusal  of  this  Government  to  relinquish  the 
right  of  judging  and  acting  for  itself,  hereafter,  ac- 
cording to  circumstances,  in  regard  to  the  Spanish 
colonies,  a  right  common  to  all  nations,  has  rendered 
it  impossible  for  him,  under  his  instructions,  to  make 
such  engagement.  He  {hinks  that  his  Sovereign  will 
be  induced,  by  his  communications,  to  ratify  the  trea- 
ty ;  but  still  he  leaves  him  free,  either  to  adopt  that 
measure  or  to  decline  it.  Ho  admits  that  (he  other 
objections  are  essentially  removed,  and  will  not,  in 
themselves,  prevent  the  ratification,  provided  the  diffi- 
culty on  the  third  point  is  surmounted.  The  result, 
therefore,  is,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have  no  ob- 
ligation whatever;  that  iu  ratification  is  made  U>  de- 
pend, not  on  the  considerations  which  led  to  its  adop- 
tion, and  the  conditions  which  it  contains,  but  on  a 
new  article,  unconnected  with  it,  respecting  which  a 
new  negotiation  must  be  opened,  of  indefinite  duration 
and  doubtful  issue. 

Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be  par- 
sued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvious,  if  the 
affairs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  the  state  in  which 
they  were  when  this  Minister  sailed.  But  it  is  known 
that  an  important  change  has  since  Uken  plaoe  in  the 
Government  of  that  country,  which  cannot  fail  to  be 
sensibly  felt  in  its  intercourse  with  other  nations. 
The  Minister  of  Spain  has  essentially  declared  his  in- 
ability to  act  in  consequence  of  rhat  c  hai]gt\  With 
him,  however,  under  his  present  powi^rs,  nothing  could 
be  done.  The  attitude  of  the  Ujiited  Sutes  must  now 
be  assumed,  on  full  consider  lion  o^  what  k  due  to 
their  rights,  their  interest,  and  honor,  without  regard 
to  the  powers  or  incidents  of  the  laie  tntsaion.  We 
may,  at  pleasure,  occupy  the  tcrritor)-  which  was  in- 
tended and  provided,  by  the  late  treaty,  aa  an  indem- 
nity for  losses  so  long  since  sustained  bj  our  citi^ne ; 
but  still  nothing  could  be  settled  Jefijiitivuly  without 
a  treaty  between  the  two  nations.  I«*  ^m  Ui«  time 
to  make  the  pressure  ?  If  the  United  States  were 
governed  by  views  of  ambition  and  aggrandisement, 
many  strong  reasons  might  be  given  in  its  fiivor.  But 
they  have  no  objects  of  that  kind  to  accomplish ;  none 
which  aic  n^t  founded  tn  jualicet  and  which  can  bo 
iiijuriil  li^v  iLnbeiiriincc,  Great  hope  is  cDtcrtained 
tjiiii  Uiiti  cbaago  will  promote  the  happiness  of  the 
^^pallil^b  nation.  The  good  order,  moJcratlon,  and 
hnmatiily,  which  hav<j  characterized  the  mov«men^ 
aro  the  best  guarantCBa  of  its  mcc^ss.  The  United 
h?uic6  would  not  be  juaiifipd,  in  their  own  estimation, 
ebould  they  lake  any  step  to  disturb  its  harmony. 
U  hen  Ihe  Spanish  Government  is  completjtiy  orgaa^ 
iiLiI,  i>n  the  princtpies  of  this  change,  as  it  is  expeelcd 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ml 


HISTORY  OF  GONaaBsa. 


682 


Mat,  1820. 


AUantic  Canals — Western  Ccmal- 


Senate. 


it  soon  vill  be,  there  ie  jut  ^unJ  to  presume  that 
OUT  d^erencee  with  Spain  mil  b«  apeediij  nnd  a&tia- 
iactorily  lettled. 

With  these  remarks  I  sabniit  it  io  the  i^iaJom  or 
ConfresB,  whether  it  will  net  «tiJl  be  ul  viable  to  post- 
pone any  decision  on  this  subject  uatiL  the  ne:it  fteasiaii, 
JAMES  MONROE* 

WASHiHOTOjr,  May  9,  J  320. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read,  and 
one  thousand  copies  thereof  ordered  id  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

ATLANTIC  CANALS* 

The  Senate  resumed,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  MoRRiL  in  the  chair,)  the  bill  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  to  survey  the  routes 
of  certain  canals — ^Mr.  BtiRRiLL*a  amendment 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Trimble  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
be  adopted.  The  committee  had  reported  this  bill 
in  such  a  shape  as  to  make  it  unejceeptionable  to 
the  Executive,  whose  opinion  on  the  subject  had 
been  officially  avowed.  The  opinion  of  the  Ex* 
ecutive  was,  that  Congress  had  no  power  to  con- 
vat  the  property  of  individuak  to  public  use$j  but 
that  they  might  subscribe  to  the  ^tock  of  compa- 
nies formed  for  effecting  public  itnprovemenis. 
TUs  amendment  would  conflict  with  tkat  opinioti, 
and  might,  if  adopted,  defeat  the  objects  of  the 
b&L 

Mr.  BtJRRiLL  could  see  no  difference,  except  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  The  fact  that  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  had  not  taken  up  this  object,  waj 
a  reason  for  its  being  done  by  this  Government ; 
it  was  as  important  as  well  in  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic security  as  to  other  advantage:^  as  any  other; 
the  objects  contemplated  by  tbe  bill  had  been  com- 
menced by  the  States,  and,  from  their  great  value 
to' Ae  internal  communication,  and  their  vicinity 
to  the  ffreat  cities  of  the  sea  boa  rd,  they  could  be 
accomplished  without  any  aid  from  the  General 
Government.  The  object  of  the  amendment  was 
differently  circumstanced.  Tht^,  for  local  reasons, 
h^d  not  been  considered  iniportant  by  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;  that  State  had  directed  it^  atten- 
tion to  a  different  ol^ect — ^to  the  canal  into  Buz- 
zard's ■  bay.  The  route  contemplated  by  him  in 
offering  the  amendment  was  from  the  waters  of 
Taunton  river  to  Boston  bay,antl  though  the  river 
fdl  into  Naragansett  bay,  the  canal  would  be 
wholly  in  Massachusetts,  and  excluded  the  inter- 
ference of  any  other  State.  But,  Mr-  B.  said,  the 
United  States  had  just  as  mUch  right  to  order  a 
survey  in  one  State  as  in  another ;  the  permisiiion 
of  a  State  was  no  more  necessary  in  one  instance 
than  in  another;  and,  in  fact,  the  permia^ion  of  a 
'State  gave  no  right  to  the  General  Government 
which  was  not  possessed  without  it  ■  the  States 
individually  could  not  confer  anv  more  than  they 
could  withhold  powers ;  and  he  hoped,  a^  this  ob^ 
ject  was  not  inferior  to  any  other  in  importance, 
that  the  amendment  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Sbiith  offered  a  few  remarks  against  the 
amendment,  and  Mr.  Wilsow  a  few  in  favor  of 
the  amendment;  and^  on  taking  the  question,  the 
amendment  was  agreed  to^^-yeas  14,  nays  9. 


the 


The  Senate  proceeding  to  fill  the  blanks  in 

bill,  and  some  debate  arising- 

Mr.  Mellen  conceived  that  all  this  discussion 

inasmuch  as  if  the  bill  were  to  be 


matured  and  pass  this  House,  there  vms  little 
chance  of  its  passing  the  other  oranch  at  so  late  a 
period  of  the  session.  He  therefore  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Dickerson  acquiesced  in  the  reasons  against 
prosecutmg  the  measure  any  further  in  this  House 
at  the  present  session,  and  seconded  the  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken^  and  the  motion 
was  agreed  to.  So  the  bill  was  indefinitely^  post- 
poned. 

WESTEKN  CANAL. 

The  Senate  then  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Horbet  in  the  chair,^  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine the  country  between  the  Sandusky  and  fili- 
ami  bays  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  naviffaUe  waters 
of  the  Scioto  and  the  Qreat  Miami  nvers  of  the 
Ohio,  to  ascertain  whether  and  by  what  route  a 
canal  can  be  laid  out  to  connect  those  waters ;  and, 
if  practicable  to  determine  and  lay  out  the  route 
of  such  canal,  dtc. 

Mr.  EhT(fs  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  be  postponed  indefinitely,  and  of- 
fered his  reasons  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  as  did 
also  Mr.  Smith.  The  bill  was  supported  at  much 
length  both  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  Yotk,  and  by 
Mr.  Trimble. 

The  question  beinff  taken  on  the  indefinite  post- 
poneiaent  of  die  bill,  it  was  decided,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  in  the  negative,  as  follows : 

YxAS — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Gaillard,  King  of 
Alabama,  Leake,  Macon,  Morril,  Pleasants,  Smith, 
Tichenor,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  WiUiams  of  Misns- 
sippi— 13. 

Nats — Messrs.  Brown,  Borrill,  Dana,  Dickerson, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kuig  of  New 
York,  Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Parrott,  Bo« 
berts.  Boggles,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Wason— ^. 

Mr.  RuGGLES  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill  the 
following  provision :  "And  the  sale  of  forty-five 
'  townships  and  fractional  townships,  which  have 

*  been  surveyed  in  the  Delaware  district,  shall  be 
'  suspended  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 

*  Congress." 

This  motion  was  neeatived:  when 
Mr.  RuQGLES  moved  to  strike  out  the  following 
proviso: 

**  Provided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  de- 
clared, that  nothing  m  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall 
be  done  in  pursuance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  or  con- 
strued to  imply  any  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes  to  make,  or  defray  the  expenses  of  making, 
th»  canal  hereby  authorized  to  be  laid  out.'' 
And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following: 
"  Provided,  That  if  the  cemmissioDen  aforesaid 
shall  be  of  opinion  that  a  canal  can  be  opened,  and 
shall  surrey  and  lay  out  the  same,  it  is  hereby  enacted 
^d  declared,  that  the  additional  sum  for  which  the 
public  lands  shall  sell,  above  the  minimum  price  fixed 
by  law,  in  the  two  ranges  through  which  the  same 
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•hall  ran,  shall  be,  and  hereby  ia,  appropriated  for 
making  the  said  canaL" 

The  amendment  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
on  the  ^ound  that,  if  the  laying  out  the  route  of 
a  canal  should,  as  was  predicted,  augment  the 
value  of  the  public  lands  in  that  quarter  and  make 
them  bring  a  greater  price,  it  would  be  in  some 
sort  an  act  of  deception,  at  least  an  unfair  tax 
on  the  purchasers,  not  to  proceed  to  the  execu-^ 
tion  of  tne  canal,  by  applying  to  it  the  increased 
revenue  from  the  ^es.  The  motion  was  also 
advocated  by  Mr.  Lowrie. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  because  his  views  in  supporting  this 
bill  were  altogether  national,  and  not  for  the  par- 
ticular benefit  of  Ohio,  or  any  other  section,  how- 
ever much  advantage  that  State  might  derive  from 
it  incidentally. .  He  wished  the  question  proposed 
by  the  amendment  to  be  left  for  niture  decision. 

M^  Trimble  opposed  the  amendment^  because 
he  feared  it  would  put  the  bill  itself  in  jeopardy, 
and  spoke  some  time  against  the  motion. 

The  amendment  was  negatived  by  a  large  ma- 
jority— only  four  or  five  rising  in  its  favor. 

Tne  bill  was  then  reported  to  the  Senate ;  and 
after  some  remarks  by  Mr.  Macon,  in  opposition 
to  the  bill, 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  it  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  the  following  vote : 

Ybas — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dickerson,  £d wards.  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York, 
Lanman,  Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Morril,  Noble,  Palmer,  Par- 
Tott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Trimble— -20. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barboar,  Dana,  Eaton,  GalUard, 
Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Tichenor, 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Mississippi,  Williams 
of  Tennessee — 13. 


Wednesday,  May  10. 

The  President  communicated  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re- 
monstrance of  Samuel  Blackburn,  and  others ;  and 
the  report  was  read. 

Mr.;RoBERTs  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  bring 
in  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simpson, 
and  George  Hicks,  assistants  to  the  Sergeant-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  two  dollars  a  da^  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session  of 
Congress ;  and  that  Charles  and  Henry  Tims  be  al- 
lowed one  hundred  dollars  for  their  attendance  during 
the  present  session. 

Beiolved,  That  there  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
ibnd  of  this  House,  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobias  Simp- 
son, and  Oeorge  Hicks,  the  extra  sum  of  one  hunared 
doUmn  each,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniform  good 
conduct. 

The  said  resolutions  were  twice  read,  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  un- 


located  claims  for  lands'  in  the  State  of  Illinois,^' 
reported  the  same  without  amendment. 

On  motion  bv  Mr.  Sanford,  the  Committee  on 
Finance^  to  wnom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Benjamm  Wells,  and  also  the  petition  of  Benja- 
min Wells,  and  others,  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  tnereof  re 


On  motion  by  Mr.  Dickerson,  the  Uonumttee 
on  the  Library  of  Congress,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Julia.  Plantou,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  M^u- 
factures,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Herbert  Grant,  and,  in  concurrence  therewith,  re- 
solved, that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition. 

The  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 
the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and  also  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Jacob  Babbitt,  were  severally  read  the  second 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and 
field  exercise  for  the  Militia  of  the  United  States; 
and,  no  amendment  having  been  made  thereto,  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill^  entitled  "An 
act  giving  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  James 
Shields ;"  and,  no  amendment  having  been  made, 
it  was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  thbd 
reading. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into,  and  report  what  subjects  it  will 
be  proper  tq  act  on  during  the  present  session ;  in 
which  resolution  they  request  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  three  times  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed ;  and  Messrs.  Bur- 
rill,  Roberts,  and  Sanford,  were  appointed  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of  Elisha  and  William  Winter,  and  the 
Attorney  General  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
to  take  the  examination  of  witnesses  by  commis- 
sion ;  and  the  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  route  of 
a  canal  through  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  were 
severally  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to 
the  other  House  for  concurrence. 

The  resolution  giving  the  consent  of  Congress 
to  a  compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee, 
for  the  setdement  of  their  boundary  line,  was  again 
considered,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entided  "An 
act  to  authorize  the  sale  of  part  of  the  glebe  of 
Rock  Creek  Church,  in  the  county  of  Washington, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and,  on  motion  by 
Mr.  Hunter,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representadves 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
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bill,  entitled  '^An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 
meeting  of  Congress,"  and,  also,  a  resolution  to 
suspend,  for  a  limited  time,  the  act  in  ad^tion  to 
the  act,  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in 
the  Revolntionary  war,  in  which  hill  and  resolu- 
tion the^  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  and  resolution  were  read,  and  severally 
passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Grceme  Keith  Spence  3  and,  on  motion,  the  said 
bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Stokes,  from  the  committee  on  that  sub- 
ject, to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the 
other  House,  to  alter  and  estaUish  certain  post 
roads,  reported  the  same,  with  snndrjr  amend- 
ments, which,  with  the  bill,  were  forthwith  taken 
up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  severally  agreed 
to,  ordered  (o  be  engrossed,  and,  with  the  bOl,  to 
be  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  took  up  the  message  announcing 
that  the  other  House  insist  on  its  amendment  to 
the  Inll  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army,  &c.,  in 
domestic  manufactures;  whereupon,  the  Senate 
resolved  to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  said 
amendment,  (which  proposes  to  fix  five  per  cent 
as  the  amount  of  preference  to  be  given  to  domestic 
fabrics.) 

PRE-EMPTION  RIGHTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  the  Senate  proceed- 
ed, in  Conunittee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Horsey  in 
the  chair,)  to  the  consideration  of  the  following 
bill,  to  grant  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  actud 
settlers  on  the  public  lands : 

Beit  enacted^  ^c,  That  every  person,  or  the  legal 
representativies  of  every  person  who  has  actvally  in^ 
habited  and  cultivated,  and  who  now  reaides  upon  any 
tract  of  land  lying  in  any  district  established  for  the 
rale  of  poblic  lands,  which  tract  is  notrightfnlly  claim- 
ed by  any  other  person,  such  person  residing  as  afore- 
said, or  hitf  or  her  legal  representatives,  shtdl  he  entt- 
tied  to  a  preference  in  becoming  the  purchaser,  from 
the  United  8Utes,of  such  tract  of  land,  at  private  sale, 
upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions,  in  every  respect, 
as  are  now,  or  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by  law,  for 
the  sale  of  other  public  lands  sold  at  private  sale : 
Frwided,  That  no  more  than  one  quarter  section  of 
land  shall  be  sold  to  one  individual,  in  virtue  of  this 
act,  and  the  same  shall  be  bounded  by  the  sectional 
and  divisional  lines  run,  or  to  be  run  according  to  law: 
Prmidedt  akOt'T\k%X  no  lands  reserved  from  sale  by 
ibrmer  acts,  or  lands  which  have  been  directed  to  be 
sold  in  town  lots,  shall  be  sold  under  this  act. 

Sic  2.  And  be  it  Jurtker  enacted,  That,  in  cases 
where  two  or  more  persons,  entitled  to  the  right  of  pre- 
emption in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  be  settled  as  aforesaid, 
upon  one  quarter  or  fractional  quarter  section  of  land, 
each  person  shall  be  authorized  to  purchase  one  quarter 
section,  or  fractional  quarter  section  of  land,  upon  which 
they  are  sowttled ;  and  the  quarter  section,  or  fractional 
quarter  section  upon  which  such  persons  are  settled,  shall 
be  equally  divided  between  them,  in  such  manner  as 
the  register  and  receiver  within  whose  district  the  land 
lies  shall  determine  and  direct ;  so  as  to  secure,  as  far 
as  practicable,  to  every  such  person,  their  improve- 
ments respectively. 


Sxc.  8.  Provides  that  every  person  claiming  a  pref- 
erence in  becoming  the  purchaser  in  a  tract  of  land, 
in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  make  known  his  or  her  claim 
by  delivering  a  ndtice,  in  writing,  to  the  register  of  the 
land  office  for  the  district  in  which  the  land  may  lie. 
That  ajl  Isnds  to  be  told  under  this  act  shall  be  enter- 
ed with  the  register,  at  least  two  weeks  before  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  public  sales  in  the  district 
wherein  the  land  lies;  that  every  person  having  aright 
of  preference  in  becoming  the.  purchaser  of  a  tract  of 
land,  who  shall  fail  to  make  his  or  her  entry  with  the 
register,  within  the  time  prescribed,  his  or  her  right 
shall  be  forfeited,  and  the  land  by  him  or  her  claimed 
shall  be  offered  at  poblic  sale  with  the  other  public 
lands  in  the  district  to  which  it  belongs,  dec. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  by  direction  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  mioved  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  save  rise  to  considerabre  debate, 
in  which  the  bill  was  sup];)orted  by  Messrs.  Tho- 
mas, EpwARDS,  Kino,  of  New  York,  Noble. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  and  Smith,  and  opposea 
by  Messrs.  Lowrie,  Lanman,  Roberts,  ana  Mel- 
LEN  'j  the  two  last  named  not  opposed  to  granting 
some  relief  to  actual  settlers,  under  the  late  change 
in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  but 
not  in  the  way  proposed  by  the  bill. 

The  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely  was 
ultimately  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays — yeas  14,  nays  31,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Burrill,  £iliot,  Hunter,  Lanman, 
Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Sanford,  Tay- 
lor, Tichenor^  Walker  of  Alabama,  and  Williams  of 
Mississippi. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Edwards,  Gaillard, 
Horsey,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  King  of  New  York, 
Logan,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Roggles,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
Williams  of  Tennessee,  and  Wilson. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  then,  agreeably  to  a 
suggestion  which  had  been  thrown  out  in  debate, 
moved  to  reduce  the  quantity  of  land  for  which 
the  pre-emption  shall  be  allowed,  from  a  quarter 
section  to  a  half  quarter  section,  (80  acres  j)  which 
amendment  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ruggles,  the  second  section 
was  stricken  out. 

Mr.  Roberts  moved  to  add  to  the  bill  the  fol- 
lowing proviso:  "Provided,  also,  that  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  the  oenefit  of 
this  act,  wherein  an  v  transfer  of  a  pre-emption  right 
has  been  made  before  the  patent  shall  have  issued 
for  the  land  claimed  under  such  right,  and  every 
such  transfer  shaU  be  null  and  void." 

Thb  amendment  was  opposed,  for  various  rea- 
sons, by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  Macon, 
Lowrie,  Edwarus,  and  Walker,  of  Alabama — 
the  last  named  gentleman  submitting  also,  at  con- 
siderable length,  his  reasons  in  opposition  to  the 
bill. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  negatived — 14 
to*12 ;  and  the  bill  was  then  laid  by  until  to-morrow. 


Thursbay,  May  11. 
The  re^lution  to  suspend,  for  a  limited  time, 
the  act,  in  addition  to  the  act,  to  provide  for  cer- 
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lain  persons  ennged  in  the  land  and  nayal  service 
of  the  United  States ;  and,  abo,  the  b^l  entitled 
'^'An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of 
Oonffress  f  were  severally  read  the  second  time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing 
the  repair  of  a  sea-wall  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals; 
and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Parrott  it  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  Senate,  according  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
jesumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  granting  the 
rifi^ht  of  pre-emption  to  settlers  on  the  public  lands; 
when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  bill  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbitt,  was 
taken  up  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  after 
some  discussion,  in  which  Messrs.  Hunter  and 
BoRRiLL  supported  the  bill;  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Susannah  SteWart 
was  taken  up  and  considered,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading. 

The  bills  from  the  other  House^  to  establish  an 
uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for 
the  militia  of  the  United  States ;  giving  the  right 
of  pre-emption  to  James  Shields,  to  alter  and  es- 
tablish certain  post  roads ;  and  the  resolution  de- 
claring the  consent  of  Congress  to  the  compact 
between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  dividing  line,  were  severally  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the  other 
9ouse. 

The  President  communicated  the  general  ac- 
count of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  for 
the  quarter  ending  the  30th  of  September^  1819, 
with  the  report  thereon,  which  were  read. 

Mr*  HoB3£Y,  from  the  Committee  of  Confer 
ence,  on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses, 
on  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  B«^resenta- 
tivfis,  to  the  bill  renewing  the  chaster  of  the  City 
of  Washington,  (which  amendment  was,  to  stride 
out  the  autnority  to  the  corporation  to  laise  money 
for  particular  objects  by  way  of  lottery,  sanction- 
ed by  the  President  of  the  United  States,)  made  a 
r€»>ort  recommending  that  the  said  power  be  limit- 
ed to  ten  vears;  which  recommendation  was  con- 
curred in  by  the  Senate. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  recede  frqm 
their  first  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, and  to  repeal  all  other  acts  heretofore  pass- 
ed for  that  purpose,"  and  asree  to  the  modifica- 
tion thereof  as  reported  by  the  Conmiittee  of  Con- 
ference thereon. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  in  ad- 
dition to  the  act,  entitled  ^An  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  Government  for  the 
year  1820,"  in  which  bill  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

NEXT  MEETING  OF  QONQRESS. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  BarbouK,  took 
im  the  bill  from  the  other  House  to  fix  the  time  of 
the  next  meeting  of  Congress  at  an  earlier  day 
(the  second  Monday  of  November)  than  the  Con- 
stitutional day. 


Mr.  BARB09R,  for  the  purpose  of  destvoying  the 
bill,  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely,  and  apoke 
some  time  against  the  inconvenience  to  the  |ifo- 
feesional  and  agricuLtmal  members,  and  the  froat 
sacrifice  to  those  particularlv  who  have  familifs, 
to  spend  so  great  a  portion  ot  their  time  here,  aad 
the  bad  tendency  of  protracting  the  duration  of 
the  sessions  of  Congress. 

The  motion  was  supported  also  by  Mesars. 
Walker  of  Alabama,  Macon,  and  Kmo  of  New 
York;  and  v^ras  opposed  by  Messrs.  Burrux, 
Smith,  and  Lanm an.  The  debate  turned  pziDci- 
pally  on  the  nature  of  the  business  which  it  is 
known  or  expected  will  oecu^  the  attention  of 
the  next  session — the  expediency  of  departing  horn 
the  day  appointed  by  tne  Constitution,  except  in 
extraordinary  cases,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  ind^nite  post- 
pouement  of  the  bill,  it  was  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  13,  nays  22. 

Mr.  Roberts  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond Monday,  and  insert  the  fourth  Monday  of  No- 
vember; ana  apcke  against  an  earli^  meeting  of 
the  next  session,  and  against  meetings  generally  at 
an  earlier  than  the  Constitutional  day. 

Mr.  MoRRiL  required  a  division  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  spoke  in  support  of  an  earlier  meeting  of 
the  next  session. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  the  motion,  and  advocated 
the  bill. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  read  a  third  time — ^yeas  20. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PBNWONB. 

The  Senate  took  up,  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  in  the  Chair,)  the  i«bo- 
hition  from  the  other  Hoase,  tuspcnding  the  oj>- 
eration  of  the  act  pf  this  session,  to  amead  the 
Rcirolutionary  pmsion  law.  «o  fttr  as  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  payment  of  tne  half  year's  pension 
which  would  be  payaUe  in  September  next. 

Mr.  Barbour,  for  reasons  which  he  submitted 
at  hirge,  moved  to  postpone  the  resolution  in- 
definitely. 

On  this  proposition  a  debate  arose,  which  con- 
tinued till  near  five  o^clock,  in  which  the  merits 
of  the  Qriginal  act  were  largely  discussed,  as  well 
as  the  propriety  of  repealii^,  or  suspending*  the 
operation  of  an  act,  bv  a  resolution,  passed  at  the 
same  session,  &c.  The  postponement  was  advo- 
cated by  Messrs.  Msllen,  Roberts,  Smith,  Ma- 
coic,  and  TaiKnLe,  and  the  motipn  was  opposed 
by  Messrs,  JUajmi Aif ,  Dana,  Busrili«,  and  Mob- 

RIL. 

The  question  was  uktmately  decided  in  the 
negatite  by  the  fbUowing  vote : 

For  posipcnement—Menn.  Brown,  Eaton,  Bd- 
frards,tSbillard,  Horsey,  Johnson  of  Loaisiana,  King 
of  Alabama,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleiuants,  Robertu,  Rug* 
gles,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trimble,  Walker 
of  Alabama,  WiHiamt  of  Misfiasippi,  and  WUIIania  d 
Tenneatee    OT. 

Agmnsi  postponement — Messrs.  BnrrOI,  Dana,  I>iek- 
eraoD,  Hanter,  King  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Lowrie, 
Melleo,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Sanford,  and  Tiebe* 
nof^lS. 

So  the  resolution  was  rejected. 
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•  Fbidat,  May  12. 

The  President  communicated  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  the  report  of  the  land  com* 
missioners  at  St.  Helena,  and  a  copy  of  their  list 
of  actual  settlers ;  which  were  read. 

On  motion  hy  Mr.  Morril,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  directed  to  inquire 
if  the  law,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  pur- 
chase of  fire  engines,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  same,"  passed  the  3d  of  March,  1819,  has  been 
carried  into  effect. 

The  bill  brought  up  jresterday  for  concurrence, 
was  twice  read  oy  unanimous  consent,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  Senate  took  up,  on  .motion  of  Mr.  Pleas- 
ants, the  bill  from  the  other  House  "  to  prevent 
the  commanders  and  other  officers  in  the  naral 
service  of  the  United  States  from  accepting  of  any 
present  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever  from 
any  Kins,  Prince,  or  forei^pi  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,  and  having  undergone  a  good  deal  of 
discussion,  and  some  amendment,  it  was  recom- 
mitted, on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
with  instructions  so  to  modify  its  provisions  as  to 
make  their  application  general. 

The  foUowing  Message  was  received  from  the 
Pa^ipcNT  QF  THE  United  States: 
To  the  StnaU  and  Mouee  of 

Repre$mlativt»  of  the  Untied  States  .- 

I  coivniinitate  to  Cc^greas.  traniUtiops  of  letters 
from  the  Mlniiter  of  Spain  to  the  Secretary  of  State, 
received  dnce  mj  Message  of  the  9Ui  instant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

WAAHiVATor,  Jby  12,  1820. 

'The  Message  and  letters  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  following  Message  was  also  received  from 
the  PRBSiDEifT  or  the  United  States  : 

Toihe  S$md€ef  the  United StaUe.' 

I  lraas«it  iMrewith  to  ,ib^  Senate  a  rej^rt  firom 
the  Sacratfiy  of  State,  t«Hsether  with  the.  returns  of 
caosea  depending  in  the  coorts  of  |he  United  States, 
coiiectad  confiormably  to  a  f  esolntion  of  the  Senate  of 
the  lathof  Janaanr,  1819. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

VfAtmiveTov,  May  H,  1830. 

The  Message  and  documents  were  read. 

A  messaffe  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
inibrmed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bin  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  met  to  rcontinne  in  force  ^An  act  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish 
the  crime  of  piracy  j"  and,  also,  to  make  further 
promioD  for  fcmismiiff  the  crime  of  piracy ;  with 
ameateents,  in  whkm  they  request  the  concur* 
vettee  of  ike  Senate. 

The  Sanate  proceeded  to  consid^  said  amende 
ments ;  and  the  further  consideration  thereof  was 
poatnoned  until  tcnmocraw. 

T!lie  hill  te  the  relief  of  Jacob  Babbit  was  lead 
a  thifd  time,  and  passed. 

The  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Catha** 
nne  Stewivt''  was  read  a  third  th&e,  and  passed. 

The  bitt  entitled  "An  act  fixing  the  time  for  the 


next  meeting  of  Congress"  was  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  for  paying  the  assistants  to  theSergeant- 
at-Arms  and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  for  their 
attendance  during  the  present  session,  and  the 
same  having  been  amended^  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  authorizing  an  extra  allowance  to  the 
said  assistants,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniform 
good  conduct,  and  the  same  having  been  amoided, 
It  was  ordered  to  be  ^igrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  p^sons  holding  oonfim^ed  un- 
located  claims  for  lands  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;" 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BuRRiLL,  from  the  joint  committee,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  and  report  what  business  it  will 
be  necessary  to  act  on  during  the  present  session, 
made  a  report :  which  was  read. 

A  message  nrom  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  holding^ 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,''  with 
an  amendment,  in  which  they  request  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

They  have  also  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  authorizing  the 
employment  of  an  additicmal  naval  force  f  and, 
also,  a  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  negotiate  with  foreign  Govern- 
ments on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  slave  trade,  in  which  bill  and  resolu- 
tion they  request  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 


Saturday,  May  13. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  petition  of  William  Wikoff,  and,  also, 
the  petition  of  Abraham  Mace,  of  Louisiana,  were 
discnarjDfed  from  the  further  consideration  thereof, 
respectively,  and  the  latter  had  leave  to  withdraw 
his  petition ;  and  they  were  also  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition  of  certain 
inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Monroe,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama ;  and  the  memorial  of  tne  Intendant, 
and  Council,  and  citizens,  of  the  town  of  Clai 
borne,  in  Alabama ;  and  said  petition  and  noemo- 
rial  were  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Conmiittee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion oT  James  Simpson,  American  Consul  at  Mo- 
rocco, were  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion tnereof. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
ClaioM,  to  whom  was  referred  tne  petition  of  Ann 
Wilson,  the  petition  of  OecH'ge  Jackson,  and,  also, 
the  case  of  Christian  Wilman,  were  disohar^ 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof,  respectively. 

The  bill  and  resolution  brought  up  yesterday  for 
concurrence  were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the 
second  reading. 
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The  bill  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  em- 
ployment of  an  additional  naval  force"  was  read 
&e  second  time  by  mianimous  consent. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirm^  un- 
located  claims  for  land^  in  the  State  of  Illinois ;" 
and,  no  amendment  haying  been  made  thereto^  it 
was  reported  to  the  House,  and  passed  to  a  third 
reading. 

The  following  resolutions  were  respectively  read 
a  third  time,  and  passed. 

Resohed,  That  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobiar  Simpson, 
and  George  Hicks,  assistants  to  the  8ergeant-at-Arms 
and  Doorkeeper  of  the  Senate,  be  paid  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fond  two  dollars  a  day  for  each  day  they  may 
have  attended  the  Senate  during  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  and  that  Charles  Tims  be, also  allowed 
two  dollars  per  day  for  his  attendance  daring  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress. 

Reaolvedf  That  there  be  paid  oat  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  House,  to  Robert  Tweedy,  Tobiia  Simp- 
son, and  George  Hicks,  the  extra  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  each,  as  a  gratuity  for  their  uniformly 
good  conduct. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing  the  building 
of  a  certain  number  of  small  vessels  of  war,"  and 
concurred  therein. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  making  res- 
ervation of  certain  public  lands  for  naval  purposes, 
passed  first  of  March,  1817 ;  a  bUL  entitled  "An 
act  designating  the  ports  within  which,  only,  for- 
eifijn  armed  vessels  shall  be  peroxitted  to  enter ;"  a 
bin,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in 
force  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  provide  for  per- 
sons who  were  disabled  by  known  woimds,  re- 
ceived in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes ,"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  clerks  in  the  £>epartment  of 
War ;"  they  have  also  passed  the  bill  which  origi- 
nated in  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  ta  provide 
for  sick  and  disabled  seamen,"  with  amendments ; 
in  which  bills  and  amendments  they  request  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  last  mentioned ;  and,  on  motion, 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
and  Manufactures. 

The  fpur  bills  last  brought  up  for  concurrence 
were  read,  and  severally  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act  making 
reservation  of  certain  public  lands  for  navad  pur- 
poses, passed  first  of  March,  1817 ;"  was  read  the 
second  time,  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  designating  the  ports 
within  which,  only,  foreign  armed  vessels  shtdl  be 
permitted  to  enter,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreif^  Relations. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  con- 
tinue in  force  an  act,  entitled^ An  act  to  provide 


for  persons  who  were  disabled  by  Known  wounds^ 
received  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  was  read  the  second  time,  by  unani> 
mous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  in  the  Department  of  War,"  was 
read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  Senate  resumed^  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  revive  the 
powers  of  the  commissioners  for  ascertaining  and 
deciding  on  the  rights  of  persons  claiming  lands 
in  the  district  of  Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the 
adjustment  of  claims  to  lands  within  the  Territory 
of  Michigan ;  and,  on  motion,  by  Mr.  Williams, 
of  Mississippi,  the^  further  consideration  thereof 
was  indefinitely  postponed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Margaret 
Hail,  late  Margaret  McKenzie;"  a  bilL  entitled 
"An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  Illinois  to 
obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from  certain  public 
offices  j"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  reiief  of 
Richard  S.  Hackley ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Ambrose  Vasse ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter  Crook, 
and  James  Rabb ;"  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Conrad  Laub, 
deceased ;"  a  bilL  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
repairiiig  the  roof  of  the  General  Post  Office,  and 
to  procure  an  engine  for  the  protection  of  said 
building;"  and,  dso,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
borrow  three  millions  of  dollars,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;"  in  which  bills  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  eight  bills  last  mentioned,  were  read,  and 
severally  passed  to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  borrow  three  millions 
of  dollars,  and  for  other  purposes."  and,  also,  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  l^al  rep- 
resentatives of  Conrad  Laub,  deceased,"  were  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  re- 
spectively referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mar- 
garet Hall,  late  Margaret  McKenzie,"  and,  also,  a 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from 
certain  public  offices,"  were  read  the  second  time 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  respectively  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Am- 
brose Vasse,"  and,  also,  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter  Crook,  and 
James  Rabb,"  were  read  the  second  tim^  by  iman- 
imous  consent,  and  respectivdy  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  o(  Rich- 
ard S.  Hackley,"  was  read  the  seeond  time  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  ForeijO^n  Rdations. 

The  bOl,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  repair- 
ing th^  roof  of  the  General  Post  Offi^  mad  to 
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procure  an  engine  for  the  protection  of  said  build- 
ing," was  read  the  second  time  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Po9t 
Office  and  Pott  Roads. 

Thesaid  committee  reported  the  said  hill  without 
amendment,  and  it  was  taken  up  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  no  amendment 
having  been  made  thereto,  it  was  reported  to  the 
House,  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ^'An  act  authorizm^  the  settlement  of  the 
accounts  between  the  United  States  and  Richard 
O'Brien,  late  American  Consul  at  Algiers ;"  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  jKoreign  Re- 
lations. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitle4  "An  act  for  altenng  the  times  for  holding 
tbe  court  of  the  United  States  fof  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Pennsylvania  f  and  concurred  therein. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  to  con  tine  in  force  the  act,  entitled 
'An  act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court,'  approved  the  third  of  March, 
1817,"  whereupon,  resolved,  that  they  concur 
therein. 

PIRACY  AND  KIDNAPPING. 

The  Senate  proceded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill  '^  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  protect  the 
'  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the 
'  crime  of  pirac^r,  and  also  to  make  further  provi- 
'  sion  for  punislung  the  crime  of  piracy." 

The  amendments  (which  were  reported  in  the 
other  House,  by  Mr.  MffRCBiL  from  the  committee 
on  the  slave  trade,)  are  as  follow : 

And  ht  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any  dtixen  of  the 
United  States,  being  of  a  crew  or  8hit>  s  company  of 
any  foreign  ship  or  Teasel  engaged  in  the  slave  trade, 
or  an  J  penon  nrhateter,  being  of  the  crew  or  ahip's 
company  of  any  ship  or  ▼easel  owned  in  whole  or  in 
pail,  or  navigated  lor,  or  in  behalf  of,  any  dtisen  of 
the  United  States,  shall  land,  from  any  inch  ship  or 
vessel,  and,  on  .any  foreign  shore,  seize  any  negro  or 
mulatto,  not  held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of 
either  of  the  Sutes  or  Territories  of  the  United  Sutes, 
with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mnlatto  a  slave,  or 
shall  decoy  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  o^  shall  receive, 
sach  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  snch  ship  or  vessel, 
with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  citizen  or  person  shall 
be  adjudged  a  pirate,  mnd,  on  conviction  thereof,  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for  tbe  district 
wherein  he  may  be  brought  or  foand,  ahall  wafSn  ieaUi. 

And  be  it  fitrther  enacted.  That,  if  any  ottisen  of 
the  United  Statso,  being  of  the  crow  or  ship's  company 
of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the  slave  traoe,  or 
any  person  whatevei^  being  of  the  crew  or  ship's  com* 
pany  of  any  ship  or  vessel  owned  wholly  or  m  part, 
or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf  oS,  any  citizen  or  eitisens 
of  the  United  States,  shall  forcibly  confine  or  detain, 
or  aid  and  abet  in  forcibly  confinmg  or  detaining,  on 
board  such  ship  or  vessel,  anv  negro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  service  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  States  or 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  I 


such  negro  or  mulatto  a  slave,  or  shall,  on  board  any 
such  sh^  or  vessel,  offer  or  attempt  to  sell,  as  a  slave, 
any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaid, 
or  shall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  anywhere  on  tide  water, 
transfer  or  deliver  over  to  any  other  ship  or  vessel,  any 
negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaad,.with 
intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a  alave,  or  shall 
land  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on  board  any  such  ship 
or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or  mulatto,  with  intent  to 
make  sale  of,  or  having  previously  sold,  such  negro  or 
mulatto,  as  a  slave,  such  citizen  or  person  shall  be  ad- 
judged a  pirate,  and,  on  conviction  thereof,  before  the 
circuit  c^urt  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  where- 
in he  shall  be  brought  or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

After  some  discussion,  rather  on  the  form  than 
the  substance  of  these  amendments,  they  were 
agreed  to,  without  a  division. 


MoNUAY,  May  15. 

Mr.  Plsasants,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afi^irs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  prevent  the  commanders  and  other  offi- 
cers in  the  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  from 
accepting  of  any  present  or  emolument  of  any  kind 
whatever,  from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  reported  the  same,  without 
amendment  i  and,  on  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants, 
it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Brown,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  authorizing  the  settlement  of  the  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  Richard  O'Brien," 
late  American  Consul  at  Algiers,  reported  the  same 
without  amendment;  whereupon,  on  his  motion, 
resolved,  that  the  Senate  concur  tnerein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Roberts,  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Ja- 
cob Barker;  the  petition  of  Jacob  Butler;  the 
claim  of  John  Despard;  and  also  the  claim  of 
Moses  Atwater ;  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  thereof  respectively. 

A  message  from  tne  House  ot  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  authorize  the  erection 
of  a  lignt-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  near 
Portsmouth,  in  New  Hampshire j"  and  also  the 
bill,  entitlea  "An  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the  road  therein 
mentioned ;"  with  amendments,  in  which  they  re- 
quest the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

They  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  con- 
firming certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois ;"  and  also  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  impose 
a  newtonnaffe  duty  on  French  ships  and  vessels;" 
in  which  bills  tjiey  request  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  said  two  bills  were  read,  and  severally  passed 
to  the  second  reading. 

The  bill,  entitled  "An  act  confirming  certain 
claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois,"  was  read 
the  second  time  by  unanimous  consent,  and  taken 
up  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and,  on  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


6ft6 


HISTORY  OF  C0NGEB88. 


696 


Sn^ATE. 


Proceedings. 


Mat,  X820. 


eatitled  "A^  &^^  ^^  authorize  the  erectioo  of  a 
light-house  on  one  of  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  n«ar 
Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire;"  and  concurred 
thtteio. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments to  the  hul,  entitled  '^An  act  to  authorize 
the  appointmeiu  of  commissioners  to  lay  out  the 
road  merein  mentioned  f  and  concurred  therein. 

Mr.  DioKERBON^  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  amendments  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  ta  provide  relief  for  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment;  whereupon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Senate  €u^e$  to  the  1st,  3d, 
4th,  and  5th,  of  said  amendments,  and  disagree  to 
the  ^d  and  6th  amendments. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  eflfect  the  treaties  lately  concluded 
with  the  Chippewa  and  Kickapop  nations  of  In- 
dians ;"  in  wmch  bill  they  request  the  concurrence 
of  the  Senate. 

The  said  bill  was  read  three  several  times,  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
informed  the  Senate  that  the  House  have  passed 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  T^reasury  Department,"  with 
amendments ;  in  which  amendments  they  request 
the  concvMrrence  of  the  Senate.  They  insist  on 
their  second  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  provide  for  sick  and  disabled  seamen ;"  and 
recede  from  their  sixth  amendment  to  the  said  bill. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  further  con- 
sidemtion  of  the  bill  last  meijitioned,  together  with 
the  amendment  thereto,  were  postponed  until  the 
next  session  of  Congress. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  House  of  Repesentatives  to  the  bill, 
entitled  "An  act  providing  for  the  better  organ- 
isation of  the  Treasury  Department  ;*'  whereupon, 

Resoltid^  That  ihey  concur  therein. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Eaton,  John  B.  Timberlake, 
aod  also,  Jame^  Brown,  had  leave  to  withdraw 
their  pt^tltlons  and  papers,  respectively. 

On  motloD  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi^n^, 
Hyadnihe  Bernard  bad  leave  to  withdraw  his 
petition. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi, 
the  Committee  on  PuUic  Lands  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  all  subjects  re- 
ferred to. them  during  the  present  session,  upon 
which  they  have  not  reported. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Brown,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  were  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  all  subjects  referred  to  them 
during  the  present  session,  upon  which  they  have 
not  reported. 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  the  adoption  oi  the  follow- 
ing, resolution,  which,  afier  some  explanation  by 
the  mover,. and  some  dbcussion,  was  agreed  to: 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  8Utes 
canee  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  their  next  set- 
aion,  a  statement  of  the  nnmber  of  militia  from  each 


State,  that  were  called  into  the  public  serrice,  by  Ofder 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  daring  ike  late 
war;  of  the  number  foraished  1^  each  8tate»  fSse 
number  recognised  by  the  United  States  from  aa^ 
State,  and  the  period  of  their  sondce ;  of  the  amonnt 
of  fines  imposed  lor  neglect  of  duty,  dirtmgaiafaing 
the  number  -of  persons  on  whom  fines  ha?e  b«en  in- 
posed,  the  sums  collected  by  the  re^ptective  manhala, 
the  sums  paid  by  them  respectivelj  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  the  expenses  of  the  courts  mar- 
tial in  theseteral  States,  and  the  number  and  amount 
of  fines  so  imposed  thai  have  been  remitted  within 
the  States  respectively. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Hall,  late 
McKenzie,  was  taken  up,  and,  on  motion,  post- 
poned indefinitely. 

The  following  bills  from  the  other  House,  bar- 
ing been  report^  by  the  committees  to  which  they 
had  been  heretofore  severally  referred,  were  anc- 
cessively  taken  up  in  Committee  of  me  Whole, 
and  considered  and  passed,  some  of  them  wi&  un- 
important amendments:  The  bill  to  recvive  and 
continue  for  one  year  the  invalid  pension  act  of 
March  3,  1819;  the  bill  to  impose  additional  ton- 
nage dutv  on  French  ships  and  vessels ;  the  lull 
for  the  relief  of  Joshua  Newsom,  Peter  Brook,  and 
James  Rabb:  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Conrad 
Laubj  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ambrose  Yasae ; 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  Governor  of  lUincus  to 
obtain  certain  abstracts  of  land  from  certain  land 
districts ;  the  bill  supplementary  to  the  civil  appro- 
priation act  of  the  weseat  session ;  the-lnll  for  the 
relief  of  Richard  S.  Hackley ;  the  bill  to  am^od 
the  act  to  authorize  the  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force ;  the  bill  desiyiatiog  the  ports 
at  which  only  foreign  armed  ships  ahaU  be  par- 
mitted  to  enter ;  the  bill  to  ingr^ise  the  number  of 
clerks  in  the  War  Denartpient ;  the  .bill  for  the 
rdief  of  persons  holding  confirmed  unlocated 
claims  for  land  in  Illinois ;  the  bill  to  amend  the 
act  making  certain  reservations  of  public  lands 
for  naval  purposes ;  the  bill  providing  certain  re- 
pairs and  a  fire  engine  for  the  General  Post  Office 
Duildine ;  the  bill  authorizing  letters  patent  to 
Henry  Bnrdin. 

Mr.  San roRn,  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from  the  other 
House,  authorizing  the  President  d*  the  tJnited 
States  to  a9cept  a  loan  of  tiiree  millions,  reported 
the  same  witn  amendments,  proposing,  in  sub- 
stance, to  borrow  the  whole  nve  millions,  instead 
of,  as  the  bill  provided,  borrowing  three  millions, 
and  making  up.the  remaining  two  from  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  ^nd  also  striking  out  the  provision 
authorizing  a  subscription  of  certain  of  the  Missis- 
aipai  stock  to  the  loan. 

These  amendments  Mr.  Savford  explained 
and  supported,  and  they  were  agreed  to  by  tke 
Senate. 

They  were  subsequently  returned  from  the  other 
House  disagreed  to  in  part,  with  a  request  fa  a 
conference.  The  conference  was  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  after  insisting  on  their  amendments^  and 
Messrs.  Sanporo,  Maco^i,  and  Eaton,  appomted 
managers.  They  soon  after  reported  the  agree- 
ment recommended  by  the  committee  of  confer- 
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ence,  which  recommendation  was  adopted  by  the 
Senate ;  and  the  i^oceeding  resulted  in  reducing 
the  ainoont  of  the  loan  to  three  millions  only, 
leayihg  the  Sinking  Fund  to  be  untouched,  (on 
the  ground  that  Congress  would  be  in  session  early 
enough  next  session  to  provide  the  remaining  two 
millions,)  and  expUnguig  the  section  which  au- 
thorizes Mississippi  stock  (now  due  and  payable) 
to  be  subscribed  to  the  loan. 

thU  slave  trade. 

The  foUcfWing  resolution,  received  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  taken  up  for  con- 
sideration : 

ReMohed^  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assent" 
bledf  That  the  President  be  requested  to  consult  end 
negotiate  with  all  the  GovemmentSy  where  Ministers 
of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  be  accredited,  on  the 
means  of  effisctiiig  an  entire  end  immediate  abolition 
of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  resolution  be  postponed  to  the  next  session 
of  Congress.  It  was  impossible,  he  thought,  that 
a  proposition  embracing  considerations  of  so  much 
importance,  could  be  properly  examined  and  dis- 
cussed at  thi9  late  hour  or  the  session ;  when,  too, 
other  objects  of  inmiediate  interest  to  the  nation 
remained  to  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  BuBRiLL  hoped  the  resolution  would  not  be 
postponed.  The  principle  which  it  contained  had, 
m  part,  been  often  sanctioned  by  the  Senate ;  in 
the  Treaty  of  Ghent  such  a  stipulation  had  been 
entered  into  with  Ureat  Britam;  there  was  no 
other  method,  in  fact,  bv  which  the  slave  trade 
could  be  put  an  end  to.  This  resolution  comported 
with  the  general  opinion  ;  all  men  united  in  detes- 
tation of  the  traffic,  and  Mr.  B.  said  he  should  be 
sorry  if  the  Senate  should  show  any  hesitation  or 
backwardness  on  the  subject,  after  the  House  of 
RepresenUtives  had  agreed  to  this  measure,  and 
recommended  it  to  the  Senate ;  it  would  seem  as 
if  the  Senate  repented  of  what  it  had  before  done. 
Besides,  the  resolution  could  do  no  harm,  because, 
whatever  the  President  should  do  in  pursuance  of 
it.  most  be  submitted  to  the  revision  of  this  House. 
Th«  immediate  representatives  of  the  people  had 
requested  this  branch  of  the  treaty-making  power 
to  enter  into  this  measure,  and  he  thought  it  would 
not  be  moper  in  the  Senate  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  SmTH  replied  that  he  did  not  conceive  it 
would  be  treating  the  House  of  Repr^ntatives 
with  any  disrespect  to  reject  this  resolution ;  each 
House  was  left  free  to  exercise  its  unbiassed  judg- 
ment on  every  public  measure ;  and,  for  one,  he 
would  not  rdmqiiish  his  jight  to  do  so.  He  was 
for  leaving  tins  matter  to  the  nroper  authority,  and 
if  the  Proident  should  conclude  a  treaty  on  the 
subject,  the  Senate  could  then  act  on  it.  It  was 
true,  as  had  been  said,  that  the  Commissioners  at 
Gttient  did  enter  into  a  stipulation  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, on  the  subject  of  the  slave  trade ;  but  they 
had  no  instructions  for  what  they  did ;  he  had 
taken  some  pains  to  ascertain  the  fact,  and  Mr.  S. 
said  it  was  an  assumption  of  power  oy  the  Com- 
minioners— they  had  no  authority  on  the  subject. 


This  was  a  question  which  the  House  of  feepre- 
sentatives  ought,  perhaps,  to  have  left  to  the  Ccm* 
stitutionai  authority — to  the  treaty-making  branch 
of  the  Government  It  is  as  mucn  as  to  say  to  the 
President,  you  don't  do  your  duty,  and  we  noT^r  ad- 
monish you  to  perform  it,  d^c. 

Mr.  KiNO,  ot  New  York,  deemed  it  iniportant 
that  the  opinion  of  the  Congress  should  be  ffiven 
to  the  President  on  this  subject,  in  which  alF  con- 
cur. He  thought  the  resolution  highly  creditable 
to  the  House  of  Representatives ;  he  felt  grratified 
that  it  had  originated  in  that  House,  and  that  it 
had  originated  with  an  individual  from  a  particu- 
lar part  of  the  Union,  (Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia.) 
This  view  of  the  slave  trade  had  become  completely 
established ;  this  nation,  and  all  other  nations,  had 
become  of  one  opinion  on  the  subject — that  it 
ought  to  be  put  down.  Although  Mr.  K.  was  per- 
suaded that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
fully  concurred  in  this  sentiment^  yet  this  resolu- 
tion would  be  with  him  an  additional  niotive  to 
prosecute  the  entire  extinguishment  of  this  detes- 
table traffic.  It  would  l^  strange,  indeed,  after 
what  had  been  done  by  this  country  to  aboli^  this 
trade,  that  we  should  now  halt  or  hesitate ;  and 
yet  more  strange  that  we  should  look  like  retiring. 
It  was  to  the  honor  of  this  nation  that  we  had 
commenced  this  glorious  work ;  that  we  had  pre- 
ceded the  Eafflish  Parliament  in  the  attempt,  and 
set  the  example  to  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
It  would  be  honorable  to  proceed,  and  ask  the 
President  to  pursue  an  object  so  creditable  to  our 
country.  Mr.  L.  hoped  the  resolution  would  not 
be  postponed,  but  would  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  had  another  objection  to  this  propo- 
sition, which  he  had  not  disclosed.  It  was  a  desire 
to  put  a  stop  to  this  mode  of  doing  things  by  reso- 
lution. Every  thing  was  to  be  e&cted  nowadays, 
by  resolution — societies  and  town-meetiujgs  send 
resohitions  to  the  Legislatures,  the  Legislatures 
send  them  to  Congress — and  we  have  all  seen  and 
felt  the  effects  at  the  present  session  of  this  fashion 
of  instructing  the  proper  authorities  by  resolution. 
Mr.  S.  did  not  like  this  doctrine  of  resolutions.  If 
the  President  of  the  United  States  had  neglected 
hb  Constitutional  duty,  call  him  to  account  for  it ; 
but  do  not  undertake  to  instruct  him  in  a  matter 
confided  to  him  by  the  Constitution.  Mr.  S.  was 
far  from  being  disposed  to  check  the  great  work 
of  puttingdown  the  slave  trade^  but  there  was  little 
hope  of  effecting  it.  Great  Bntain  had  purchased 
the  Spanish  right  and  the  Portuguese  right  to  carry 
on  this  trade;  and  this  is  the  glorious  work  we 
are  called  on  to  abolish.  Whatever  England  mi^ht 
say — however  humanely  she  might  talk  in  Parlia- 
ment, it  was  useless  to  negotiate  until  she  was  tired 
of  the  traffic.  Whenever  she  gives  it  up  in  earnest, 
then  there  will  be  some  chance  of  putting  a  stop 
to  it. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  should  vote  for  the 
postponement,  merely  because  he  thought  the  reso- 
lution a  useless  one.  The  President  possessed  the 
power  already  to  negotiate  on  the  subject,  and  it 
was  unnecessary  to  give  him  any  advice  or  instruc- 
tion on  it. 

The  question  on  postponing  the  resolution  was 
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deciddl  io  the  negatire;  10  rising  in  favor,  and  15 
against  it. 

The  question  being  then  stated  on  reading  the 
resolution  a  third  time  to-day,  it  was  objects  to, 
which,  by  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  precluded  the 
third  reading ;  but 

Mr.  LowRiE  moved  to  suspend  that  rule  of  the 
Senate  which  forbids  two  readings  of  any  bill  or 
joint  resolution  on  the  same  day,  unless  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  this  motion, 
in  which  the  suspension  of  the  rule  was  advocated 
by  Messrs.  LowRiE  and  BuRRiLL,andwas  opposed 


by  Messrs.  Smith,  Macon,  and  Kino  of  Ala- 
bama. 

The  motion  to  susp^id  the  rule  was  finally  lost, 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  President,  the  divisbn 
showing  12  for  and  12  against  it ;  and  the  resolu- 
tion fell  of  course. 

The  Senate  having  finished  the  business  before 
them,  or  rather  so  much  thereof  as  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  joint  conmiittee  as  necessary  to  be 
acted  on ;  and,  having  been  informed  by  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wai^  on  the  President,  that  he 
had  no  turther  communication  to  make,  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned  to  the  second  Monday  in  mvember 
next. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 

AT  THE  FIRST  8E88I0N  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  CONGRESd,  BEGUN  AT  THE  (JJTY  OF 
WASHINGTON,  MONDAY,  BEOEMBEK  6,  1819. 


Monday,  December  6,  1819. 
This  beinff  the  day  appointed  by  the  Constitutioii 
of  the  Unitdl  States  for  the  meeting  of  Congress, 
the  following  members  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  and 
took  their  seats,  to  wit : 

From  Hew  Hamp$kire — Joseph  Baffum,  jr.,  Josiah 
Batler*  Cliftim  Clagett,  Arthar  LiTermore,  William 
PlQm«r,  jr.,  and  Nathankl  Ujiliani. 

.Prom  Ma»§aeku  te<<t— Benjamin  Adams,  Samuel  C* 
Allen,  ioahna  Coshroan,  Edward  Dowse,  Walter  Fol- 
ger,  jnn.,  Mark  L.  Hill,  John  Holmes,  Jonas  Kendall, 
if  arUn  Kinsley,  ^amuel  Lathrop,  Enoch  Lincoln,  Jon- 
athan Mason,  Marcus  Morton,  Jeremiah  Nelson,  James 
Parker,  Gabriel  Sampson,  Henry  Shaw,  Nathaniel 
Silsbee»  and  Esekiel  Whitman. 

From  Rhode  hland — Samuel  Eddy  and  Nathaniel 
Hazard. 

From  Connedieut — Henry  W,  Edwards,  Samuel  A. 
Fool,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Elisha  Phelps,  John  Rues, 
James  Slerens,  and  Gideon  Tomlinson. 

From  Vermont — Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Orsamus  C. 
Merrill,  Charles  Rich,  Mark  Richards,  and  William 
Stiomg. 

From  New  VorA^-Nathaniel  Allen,  Caleb  Baker, 
Waller  Caas,  Robert  Clark,  Jacob  H.  Dewilt,  John 
B.  Dickinson,  John  Fay,  WiUiam  D^  Ford,  Esra  C. 
Gross,  lAaron  HacUey,  jnn.,  George  Hall,  Joseph  S. 
Lrman,  Henry  Meigs,  Robert  Monell,  Harmanus  Peek, 
Nathaniel  Pitcher,  Jonathan  Richmond,  Henry  R. 
Slons,  Randall  A.  Street,  James  Strong,  John  W. 
Taylor,  Caleb  Tompkins,  Albert  H.  Tracy,  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer,  Peter  H.  Wendorer,  and  Silas  Wood. 
F^rom  New  Jereey — Ephraim  Bateman,  Joseph 
Bloomileld,  John  Linn,  Bernard  Smith,  and  Henry 
Southard. 

From  Penneyhania — Henry  Baldwin,  William 
Darlington,  Samuel  Edwards,  Thomas  Forrest,  DsTid 
FoUerton,  Samuel  Gross,  Joseph  Hemphill,  Jacob 
Hibshman,  Joseph  Heister,  Jacob  Hostetter,  William 
P.  Maday,  David  Marchand,  Robert  Moore,  Samuel 
Moore,  John  Murray,  Thomas  Patterson,  Thomas  J. 
Rogers,  John  Sergeant,  Christian  Tarr,  and  James 
Wallace. 

Fhtm  Deiawaro^howB  McLane. 
,From  JUb-j^/Smii— Sterenson  Archer,  Thomas  Cnl- 
breth,  Joseph  Kent,  Peter  Little,  Raphael  Neale,  Sam- 
uel Ringgold,  Samuel  Smith,  and  Henry  R.  Warfield 


From  Virginia — Mark  Alexander,  William  Lee  Ball, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  William  A.  Burwell,  John  Floyd, 
Robert  8.  Gamett,  James  Jones,  William  McCoy, 
Charles  F.  Mercer,  Hugh'  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton, 
Setem  E.  Parker,  James  Pindall,  James  Pleasants, 
Alexander  Smyth,  George  F.  Strother,  George  Tucker, 
John  Tyler,  Thomas  Van  Swearingen,  and  Jared 
Williams. 

From  North  Carolina — Hutchins  G.  Burton,  John 
Cnlpeper,  Charles  Fisher,  Thomas  H.  Hall,  James  S. 
Smith,  Felix  Walker,  and  Lewis  Williams. 

From  South  CaroUna — Joseph  Brevard,  John  Me- 
Creaiy,  James  Ovenrtreet,  Charles  Pinckney,  Eldred 
Simkhis,  and  Sterling  Tucker. 

From  Georfia-^oel  Abbot,  Thomas  W.  Cobb,  Joel 
Crawford,  and  Robert  W.  Reid. 

From  Kentucky — Richard  C^  Anderson,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Brown,  Henry  Clay,  Alney  McLean,  Thomas 
Metcalfe,  TunsuU  Queries,  George  Robertson,  David 
Trimble,  and  David  Walker. 

From  Tenncwe*— Robert  Allen,  Henry  H.  Bryan, 
Newton  Cannon,  John  Cocke,  Francis  Jones,  and 
John  Rhea. 

From  OAu>— Philemon  Beecher,  Henry  Brush,  John 
W.  Campbell,  Samuel  Herrick,  Thomas  R.  Ross,  and 
John  Sloan. 

From  Indiana — William  Hendridks. 

From  Miesieeippi — Christopher  Rankin. 

From  lUSMtoie— Daniel  P.  Cook« 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a 
Speaker,  by  ballot ;  and  the  ballots  having  been 
counted  by  Mr.  Pleasants  and  Mr.  Moseley,  it 
appeared  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  giren  in 
was  155,  of  which  there  were, 
For  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky       -       -    147 

Scattering  rotes 8 

So  that  Mr.  Clay  was  duly  elected  Speaker  of 
the  House  of  Representatives.  He  was  accord- 
ingly conducted  to  the  Chair  by  Mr.  Pleasants 
and  Mr.  Moseley.  and  the  oath  of  office  was  ad- 
ministered to  him  by  Mr.  Newton, 

When  Mr.  Clay,  the  Speaker  elect,  addressed 
the  House  as  follows : 

GiKTLixiH :  Again  called,  by  your  favorable  opin- 
ion,  to  the  distingiJshed  station  to  which  I  have  been 
ijte^ently  assigned  by  that  ef  your  predecessors,  I  owe 
to  you  ti^e  expression  of  my  most  respectful  thanks ; 
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tDd  I  prftj  you  to  bolieve  that  I  fed  inezprefttUe 
gratitude,  as  well  for  the  honor  itael^  at  for  the  flatter* 
ing  manner  in  which  it  haa  beeni  eolrferrecli  In  otir 
eztenflite  Confederacy,  gentlemen,  embracing  such 
▼arious  and  important  relations,  it  must  necessarily 
happen  that  eadi  successive  session  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  will  bring  with  it  subjects  of  the 
greatest  moment.  During  that  which  we  are  now 
about  to  open,  we  have  every  reason  to  anticipate  that 
the  matten  which  we  shall  be  requh^d  to  coiurider, 
and  to  decide,  possess  the  highest  degree  of  interest. 
To  give  effect  to  our  deliberations;  to  enable  us  to 
command  the  respect  of  those  who  may  witness  or  be 
aflfeoted  by  them ;  and  to  entitle  ua  to  the  a£foction 
and  confidence  of  our  constituents,  the  mainteiumce 
of  order  and  decorum  is  absolutely  necessary.  Being 
quite  sure  that  your  own  comfort,  your  sense  of  pro- 
priety,  and  the  just  estimate  which  yon  must  malLe  of 
the  dignity  which  belongs  to  this  House,  will  induce 
you  to  render  to  the  Chair  your  cordial  co-operation ; 
I  proceed  to  discharge  its  duties  with  the  smcere  assur- 
ance of  employing  my  best  exertions  to  merit  the 
choice  which  you  have  been  pleased  to  make.  And  it 
will  be  to  me  the  greatest  happiness,  if  I  shohld  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  satisfy,  in  this  resp^  your  ex- 
pectations. 

The  members  were  then  called  over  by  States, 
and  severally  sworn  to  support  the  Constitutkm  of 
tiie  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  a  Clerk, 
and,  on  motioii,  Thomas  DoudftfiRTV  was  ap- 
pointed, fUWI«  coti. 

In  Hke  nunner,  Thomas  Duifii  was  appomted 
Sergeant-at-Anns,  TnoBiAe  Olaxton  Doorire^ 
er  and  Benjamik  Bobch  Assistant  Doorkeeper  to 
the  House. 

John  Scott  apipeared,  pnroduced  his  credciitials, 
was  qualified,  ana  took  his  seat  as  the  delegate 
from  the  Territory  of  Missouri. 

The  Rules  and  Orders  observed  by  the  last 
House  for  its  government,  were  temporarily  estab- 
lished for  the  government  of  this  House. 

The  usual  rales  respecting  newspapers,  &c., 
were  adopted. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  presented  to  the 
House  the  constitution  formed  by  tne  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Alabama  for  their  government ;  which 
was  referred  to  a  sdeot  committte,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

And,  af^er  appointing  a  committee  on  their 
part  to  join  the  committee  appointed  by  the  Senate 
to  wait  on  the  President,  the  House  adjourned  till 
to-morrow. 


Tuesday,  December  7. 

Several  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, George  Dennison  ;  from  Virgfaiia,  Bal- 
lard Smith,  and  from  Georgia,  William  Tbr- 
RiLL^  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  htm  that  a  quorum  of 
the  two  Houses  is  assembled  and  ready  to  receive 
any  communication  he  may  be  jdeased  to  mabs  to 
them,  reported  that  the  committee  had  performed 


that  service,  and  that  the  President  answered,  that 
he  would  make  a  communication  to  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  to-day,  at  12  o'clock. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  ^ssed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  two  Uhaplains  to  Congress  for 
the  present  session — one  by  each  House,  who  shall 
interchange  wediW :  in  wnich  resolution  they  ask 
the  concurrence  oi  tnis  House.  . 

The  resolution  was  r^d^  and  conouA^  irt. 

The  following  proposition  of  amendment  to  the 
standing  rules  ana  orders  of  the  House  was  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  Littlc,  whisk  was  i^ad^  asd  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  Yiz : 

That  the  61tt  rule  of  this  House  be  to  amended^  •• 
that  t  distinct  Committee  of  Manafkctores  be  Appli- 
ed, as  an  additional  standing  committee. 

A  communication  v^as  then  received  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States.  [For  which,  see 
Senate  proceedings,  aate.  paj^e  13.] 

The  said  Messaij^e  was  referred  to  a  Commitlee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  and  5,0D0 
copies  thereof,  and  the  accompanying  documents, 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 


WBBifBsnAT,  Deeeaber  8. 

Several  other  members,  to  Wit:  from  VilViSLhi, 
Jas.  JoflNsoK  and  Jonn  KANOOLPti ;  fMai  fmth 
Carolina,  WilliaSi  Davidson,  Craelbs  Hooks, 
Jesse  SLOCDMB,and  Thomas  Settle;  and  from 
South  Carolina,  William  Lowndi&s,  ajipeared, 
produced  their  credentials,  were  qualified,  and  took 
their  seats. 

Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  petition  of  the  conven- 
tion lately  assenibled  within  and  for  that  portioM 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  called  "  the  Distdct 
of  Maine,'^  signed  by  William  King,  president  of 
the  said  convention,  praying  that  the  asseaC  of 
Congress  may  be  given,  before  the  last  day  of  Jan- 
uary ninctyto  the  admission  of  thesaid  district bttttf 
the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  Stmte, 
and  on  aft  equal  footing  with  the  original  Slates, 
by  the  style  and  title  of  the  <<State  of  Maiae,'' 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Holmes,  Hill,  Phelps,  Allim,  of  Pfevr 
York,  and  Hooks,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  stv^ral  memorials 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri,  and 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  Territory,  presented 
to  the  House  at  the  last  session  of  CongresSy  rela- 
tive to  the  admission  of  that  Territory  into  the 
Union  as  a  separate  and  ind^[)endent  Sitate.  were 
referred  to  a  select  committee ;  and  Messrs.  Scott, 
Robertson,  Terril,  Strothbr,  and  Dbwitt, 
were  appointed  the  said  oommittee. 

Mr.  Strowo.  of  New  York,  gave  notice  that  on 
to-moROW  he  should  ask  leave  to  introduce  m  biU 
to  prohibit  the  further  extension  of  shrreiy  witliin 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Shaw,  of  Massachusetts,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution,  authorieing  the  transmissitm,  me  of 
postage,  of  any  documents  which,  during  the  pre- 
sent and  any  future  session,  may  oe  transmitted  to 
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either  House  of  Congress  by  the  President,  or  any 
of  the  Heads  of  Departments ;  which  resolution 
was  twice  read,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  and  subsequently  read  a  third  time,  and 
passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  S^ate  have  passed  a  resolution  for  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  for  the  Library 
of  Congress,  as  also  a  joint  resolution  "declaring 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the 
Unions"  in  which  resolutions  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  resolution  from  the  Senate  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  joint  Library  committee  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House  -,  and  Messrs.  Pinck- 
RBT,  Wood,  and  Meigs,  were  appointed  of  the 
Mud  committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Chap- 
lain to  Congress  on  the  part  of  this  House.  On 
the  first  ballot,  the  votes  were :  For  Rev.  Burgess 
Allison  75,  Rev.  Mr.  Smith  61,  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Post  18. 

No  choice  having  been  effected  by  this  ballot, 
Mr.  Post's  name  was  withdrawn  from  nomination, 
and  a  second  ballot  took  place,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  the  result:  For  Mr.  Allison  81,  and  for 
Mr.  Smith  78. 

So  the  Rev.  Mr.  Allison  was  chosen  Chaplain 
to  Congress  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  following  standing 
committees  were  appointea,  viz : 

CamnUttee  of  Ways  and  MMns-^Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Mr.  Burwell,  Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Craw- 
ford, Mr.  Moseley.  Mr.  Shaw,  and  Mr.  Tyler. 

Of  EUaUms— Mr.  Taylor,  Mr.  Whitman,  Mr. 
MerrilL  Mr.  Tarr,  Mr.  Brown,  Mr.  Tucker,  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Mr.  Sloan. 

Of  Commerce — ^Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Del- 
aware, Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Mason,  Mr.  Allen,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Hill,  and  Mr.  Folger. 

Of  Ctotm*— Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina, 
Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  McCoy,  Mr.  Samuel  Moore,  Mr. 
Culbreth,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut,  and  Mr. 
Metcalfe. 

Pbr  the  District  of  CoLvmbior-Mx.  Kent,  Mr.  Cobb, 
Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Neale,  Mr.  Swearingen,  Mr.  Fid- 
lerton,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey. 

On  the  Public  Lands — Mr.  Anderson,  Mr.  Hen- 
dricks, Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Massachusetts,  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Balhtrd  Smith,  and 
Mr.  Stevens. 

On  Private  Land  Claims— Mr.  Campbell,  Mr. 
Pindall,  Mr.  Rankin,  Mr.  Robert  Moore,  Mr.  Bry- 
an, Mr.  Tracy,  and  Mr.  Eddy. 

On  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads— ^r.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Sampson,  Mr.  Russ,  Mr.  Culpeper,  Mr. 
Tpmpkins,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Kentucky,  and  Mr. 
Burton. 

Of  Public  ErpendUures-^Mr.  Simkins,  Mr.  Slo- 
cmnb,  Mr.  Heister,  Mr.  Hazard,  Mr.  Dowse,  Mr. 
Plumer,  and  Mr.  Ford. 

On  Pensions  and  RevohUicnary  C(aim«— Mr.  Rhea, 
Mr.  Maclay,  Mr.  Settle,  Mr.  Alien,  of  Massachu- 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 33 


setts,  Mr.  Linn,  Mr.  Street,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

On  the  Judiciary — ^Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Beecher, 
Mr.  Robertson,  Mr.  Reid,  Mr.  Brevard,  Mr.  Lin- 
coln, and  Mr.  Tucker,  of  Vircinia. 

Of  Accounts — ^Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Mr. 
Bateman,  and  Mr.  Upham. 

O/Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business — ^Mr.  Morton, 
Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  Mr.  BaU. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Di^rlment  of  SkUe-^ 
Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Peck,  and  Mr.  Hibshman. 

On  the  Esg^enditures  in  the  Department  of  the  Trea- 
sury—Mr.  Trimble,  Mr.  Hall,  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Gross,  of  Pennsylvania. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Department  of  War — 
Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Overstreet,  and  Mr.  Gross,  of  New 
York. 

OntheEsqmidituresiHthe  Department  of  the  Navy — 
Mr.  Archer,  Mr.  Fay,  and  Mr.  Buflum. 

On  the  Expenditures  in  the  Post  Office — ^Mr.  Liver- 
more,  Mr.  Hackley,  and  Mr.  Moneil. 

On  the  Expenditures  on  the  Public  BwUdinffs-^Mr. 
Meigs,  Mr.  Strong,  of  Vermont,  and  Mr.  Hostetter. 

PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Nelson,  of 
Virginia  being  called  to  the  chair. 

The  President's  Message  of  yesterday  being  ta- 
ken into  consideration — 

Mr.  Taylor  offered  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Readvedf  That  so  mueh  of  the  Metsage  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  as  relates  to  the  anb* 
ject  of  carrying  into  effect  the  late  treaty  between  the 
United  States  and  Spain ;  the  condition  of  the  inde- 
pendent Governments  of  South  AmOTica ;  the  admis- 
sion into  oar  ports  of  foreign  ships  of  war  and  privi- 
teers,  and  all  other  subjects  of  foreign  affairs,  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

2.  That  80  mach  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  forti- 
fications, and  other  military  subjects,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee. 

3.  That  BO  much  as  relates  to  the  Navy,  naval  de- 
pots, and  the  protection  of  our  commerce  upon  the 
ocean,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  man- 
u&etures,  and  to  our  commercial  intercourse  with 
British  colonial  ports,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

5.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  be  referred  to  a  select 
committee. 

6.  That  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  revenue,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

These  resolutions  were  separately  agreed  to 
without  debate,  excepting  some  conversation  re- 
specting that  which  relates  to  the  Committee  of 
Conmierce  and  Manufactures,  in  consequence  of 
a  motion  yesterday  made  by  Mr.  Little,  of  Ma- 
ryland, and  now  pending,  to  distribute  the  sub- 
jects of  commerce  and  manufactures  to  two  dis- 
tinct committees.  The  resolutions^  however,  were 
agreed  to  in  the  above  shape;  and,  being  re- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


707 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


706 


H.otR. 


Add4tional  CMrmUteed^AmendrnmU  to  the  Rvles. 


DeceiiBBA,  1:819 . 


ported  to  the  House,  were  there  also  severally 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Vir- 
fftnia,  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour, and  Mr.  Archer,  were  appointed  a  commit- 
tee pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Mr.  Brush,  Mr.  Ck)cke,  Mr.  Ringgold,  Mr.  Cush- 
man,  and  Mr.  Parker,  of  Virginia,  were  apjwinted 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 

Mr.  Pleasants,  Mr.  Silsbee,  Mr.  Johnson,  Mr. 
Wendover,  Mr.  Warfield,  Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Ca- 
rolina, and  Mr.  Dennison,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee pursuant  to  the  third  resolufton. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  Mercer,  Mr.  Strong,  of  New 
Yoric,  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Ro- 
gers, Mr.  Lathrop,  and  Mr.  Abbot,  were  appointed 
a  committee  pursuant  to  the  fifth  resolution. 

ADDITIONAL  COMMITTEES. 
Mr.  Taylor  again  rose,  and  the  House  having, 
he  said,  agreed  to  refer  the  several  subjects  ad- 
yeited  to  in  the  President's  Message,  he  held  in 
his  hand  some  other  resolutions  on  tiie  subject  of 
great  national  concerns  which  were  not  referred 
to  in  the  Message.    Such  propositions  it  had  ap- 
peared at  the  last  session  proper  to  present  directly 
to  the  House,  and  not  to  offer  them  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  whilst  the  President's  Message  was 
under  consideration.    He  should,  therefore,  now 
move  them.    The  first  of  these  resolves,  he  said, 
related  to  the  organization  and  discipline  of  the 
militia.    It  would  be  recollected  on  this  subject 
there  was  made,  at  the  last  session,  by  a  hiffhlv 
respectable  committee  an  elaborate  report,  whicn 
had  not  been  acted  on  for  the  want  of  time.    For 
the  purpose  of  xeviving  the  consideration  of  thb 
matter  at  an  early  period  of  the  session,  and  assign- 
ing to  it  a  select  committee,  he  offered  the  first  of 
the  following  reserves.    The  second  of  them  re- 
lated to  the  improvement  of  the  Indian  tribes  in 
the  arts  of  civilized  life.    It  would  be  recollected, 
Mr.  T.  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress 
an  appropriation  had  been  made  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  per  annum,  towards  accomplishing  this 
important  object.    It  was  desirable  to  inquire  how 
this  money  had  been  expended,  and  also  whether 
any  thing  more  could  be  done  towards  this  object 
by  Congress.    The  third  of  the  resolves  related  to 
the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.    An  appropriation 
of  very  large  amount  had  been  made  at  the  last 
session  for  the  completion  of  one  very  important 
and  truly  national  road.    It  was  worth  iiMiuiry 
how  that  money  had  been  expended,  and  would  be 
a  proper  sul^eet  of  consideration  whether  there 
were  not  other  objects,  of  the  same  character  and 
of  equal  interest,  that  well  deserved  the  attention 
of  Conffress.    The  subject  of  the  public  buildings, 
referrecT  to  in  the  fourth  resolve,  would  necessarSy 
require  examination  by  a  committee,  &c.    The 
last  of  these  resolves  related  to  the  subject  of  rev- 
olutionary pensions,  which  had  excited  great  in- 
terest in  the  country,  and  certainly  deserved,  from 
tilie  amount  of  expenditure  on  this  object,  the  early 
attention  of  this  House.    With  this  brief  preface, 
Mr.  T.  moved  the  following  resolves : 


1.  Rtiohed,  That  the  sufcytet  sf  sigudatDg  and 
diic^UaiDg  the  militia,  be  refisiTed  to  a  select  coBr 
mittee. 

2.  That  the  subject  of  improving  the  Indian  tribes 
in  the  arte  of  civilized  life,  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

3.  That  the  subject  of  roads  and  canals  bo  referred 
to  a  select  committee. 

4.  That  the  subject  of  the  public  buildings  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee. 

5.  That  the  subject  of  revolutionary  penfions  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee.   ' 

6.  That  the  said  select  committees  hare  leare  to 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  question  was  taken  on  these  resolutions, 
without  debate,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
without  opposition. 

Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  duarles,  Mr.  Herrick,  Mr. 
Floyd,  Mr.  Strother,  Mr.  Richmond,  and  Mr.  Ken- 
dall, were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Militia. 

Mr.  Southard,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr.  Walker,  of 
North  Carolina,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Kinslev,  Mr.  Richards,  and  Mr.  Baker,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  upon  the  subject  of  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Crafts,  Mr.  Pindall,  Mr.  Mar- 
chand,  Mr.  Hendricks,  Mr.  Davidson,  and  Mr. 
Street,  were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Cobb,  Mr.  Lyman,  Mr.  Garnett,  Mr.  Mur- 
ray, Mr.  Fisher,  Mr.  Case,  and  Mr.  McCreary, 
were  appointed  a  committee  upon  the  sobjcsct  of 
the  Public  Buildings. 

Mr.  Bloon^eld,  Mr.  Clagett,  Mr.  Pitcher,  Mr. 
Alexander,  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  I^- 
terson.  were  appointed  a  comfmiUee  upon  the  sub- 
ject ot  Revolutionary  Pensions. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  RULES. 

TJie  consideration  of  the  resolve  for  amending 
the  rules  of  the  House,  so  as  to  direct  the  appoint* 
ment  of  a  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  another 
Committee,  of  Manufactures,  in  lieu  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufhctures  heretofore 
annually  appointed,  was  then  called  for. 

Mr.  Newton^  of  Virginia,  declared  his  opposi- 
tion  to  this  motion.  The  two  subjects  had  here- 
tofore, in  his  opinion,  been  properly  blended,  and 
he  should  like,  he  said,  to  hear  from  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  some  strong  reason  why  they 
shotdd  now  be  separated. 

Mr.  Little,  oi  Maryland,  said  he  did  not  know 
what  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  would  consider 
strong  reasons, ,  but  it  was  a  sufficient  reason  for 
himself,  that  the  subject  of  manufactures  was  one 
of  leading  importance,  and  which  engrossed  much 
of  the  attention  of  the  country ;  that  it  was  not 
necessarily  connected  with  commerce,  their  inter- 
ests being,  indeed,  frequently  at  variance  5  and 
that  the  subject  was  certainly  of  sufficient  ma^^- 
tude  to  occupy,  of  itself,  the  undivided  attention 
of  one  committee. 

Mr.  Newton  said,  in  o]^)osing  this  proposition, 
he  was  actuated  by  no  personal  views,  but  soldy 
and  purely  by  considerations  of  a  national  charac- 
ter ;  because,  in  short,  he  thought  these  two  inter- 
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ests  woald  be  best  promoted  by  being  both  before 
the  same  committee.  The  subjects  of  commerce 
and  mannfactures,  he  said,  were  intimately  con- 
nected. A  memorial  of  manufacturers  is  referred, 
for  example,  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Mannfactures,  to  inquire  how  the  interest  of  their 
manufactm-es  can  be  best  promoted.  Taking  the 
subject  into  consideration,  it  appears  that  some 
ipiported  fabric  comes  into  successful  competition 
with  it ;  and  the  inquiry  then  presents  itself,  what 
duties  it  is  necessary  to  impose,  to  give  the  advan- 
tage to  the  domestic  fabric.  Thus  the  inquiry  be- 
came necessarily  conmiercial  in  its  termination, 
though  it  began  in  manufactures.  A  committee, 
to  decide  correctly  on  questions  relating  to  either 
of  these  interests,  ought  to  consider  both.  Again : 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Com- 
mittee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  sometimes 
eame  in  collision,  from  the  connexion  and  interfe- 
rence of  their  respective  duties,  one  with  the  other. 
But  if  two  committees  be  now  made  out  of  one, 
the  conflict  of  jurisdiction  would  be  extended  to  a 
third  party,  and  this  without  any  apparent  advan- 
U^  to  either  psirty.  One  reason  only  had  been 
oOored  for  the  division  of  this  subject  between  two 
committees-^which  had  been  frequently  heretofore 
attempted  in  vain.  That  reason  was,  that  the 
subject  of  numufactures  was  of  sufficient  import- 
ance to  employ  of  itself  one  committee.  On  this 
subject,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  ought  to  be  remembered 
that  every  thing  that  had  been  done  for  the  benefit 
of  manufactures,  had  been  done  by  the  connexion 
of  the  consideration  of  them  wim  that  of  com- 
jaercial  subjects  before  one  and  the  same  commit- 
tee. Mr.  N.  here  mentioned  several  manufactures 
which,  he  said^  had  grown  up  under  the  protection 
of  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures. Had  the  manufacturers,  he  asked^  come 
forward  to  this  Houscl  throujgh  any  of  their  Rep- 
xesentatives,  and  asked  for  this  division  ?  He  pro- 
nounced that  they  had  not,  and  that  they  would 
not.  He  held  in  his  hand  the  letters  of  a  very  in- 
teUimt  cconmittee  of  thecitizans  of  Philadelphia, 
on  ike  subject  of  manufactures;  and,  in  obtaining 
iaiofiHHtion  on  the  subject,  and  collectmg  the 
fltrongest  arguments  in  favor  of  encouraging  man- 
ufiMstares.  they  had  more  than  once  referred  for 
them  to  the  former  reports  of  the  committee,  which, 
for  ^e  benefit  of  manufactures,  it  was  proposed  to 
substitute  by  two  committees.  As  far  as  related 
to  commerce,  Mr.  N.  said,  it  was  his  decided 
opinioii  that  the  less  Cjo^ngress  legislated  on  it  the 
better.  Too  much  l^islation  was  the  error  of  all 
legislative  bodies.  Uommerce,  he  said,  is  a  sensi- 
tive i^ant:  touch  it.  <uid  it  shrinks.  Leave  it  un- 
fettered, and  it  would  prosper,  by  seeking  and  find- 
ing its  own  level.  From  his  experience  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  pf  Commerce  and  Manu- 
^ftctnres,  for  many  years,  he  believed,  whoever 
ought  be  selected  to  conmose  it.  they  would  en- 
deavor faithfully  to  discharge  their  duty  to  both 
the  interests  confided  to  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  made  some  re- 
marks in  reply  to  Mr.  Nbwton.  He  dwelt  on  the 
importance  both  of  commerce  and  mannfiu:tures, 
wk  the  advanti^  of  diridiing  them  between  two 


committees.  Any  ainglecommittee  which  might  be 
appointed  would^  he  had  no  doubt,  do  all  Uiat  it 
could;  but  it  was  too  obvious  to  be  denied,  that 
the  separation  of  two  great  sul^ects,  and  assigning 
them  to  different  committees,  would  give  to  the 
consideration  of  both  more  precision  and  maturity, 
as  well  as  ^eater  despatch. 

The  question  on  the  proposed  amendment  to  the 
rules  was  then  taken,  and  decided,  in  the  affirma- 
tive :  For  the  motion  88,  against  it  60. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Meiag,  Mr.  Little,  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Forrest,  Mr.  Parker,  of 
Massachusetts,  ana  Mr.  Ross,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

STATE  OP  ALABAMA. 
The  resolution  from  the  Senate^  declaring  the 
admission  of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  was 
twice  read.  With  considerable  opposition  as  to 
the  day  on  which  it  should  be  read  a  third  time, 
to-day  was  determined  on,  and  it  was  read  a  third 
time,  finally  passed  without  a  division,  and  re- 
turned to  the  Senate.  [The  yeas  and  nays  were 
required  on  its  passage,  but  the  requisition  was  not 
sustained  by  one-fifth  of  the  House,  the  necessary 
number.] 


Thursday,  December  9. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Pennsylvania, 
ANDREW  BoDBN,  and  from  North  Carolina,  Wel- 
DON  N.  Edwards.  ^)peared,  produced  their  cre- 
dentials, were  qualifiea,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Rich  presented  a  petition  of  Rollin  C.  Mal- 
lary,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in  this  House 
as  one  oi  the  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, in  the  room  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill,  whom 
he  alleges  to  have  been  iUe^Uy  returned — Refer- 
red to  me  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  and  peti- 
tion of  Matthew  Lyon,  formerly  a  Representative 
in  Congress  from  the  State  of  Vermont,  detailing 
the  cifcumstances  attending  his  prosecution  for  se- 
dition in  the  year  1798,  and  cpmplaining  of  the 
unconstitutionality  of  the  act  under  which  he  was 
pvoseputed ;  of  illegality  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  before  whom  he  was  tried  and  convicted ; 
of  the  fine  he  was  compelled  to  pay,  and  the  im- 
prisonmeitf  he  suffered ;  and  also  setting  forth  the 
iniquity  of  the  motives  which  prompted  the  said 
prosecution,  which  he  declares  was  solely  occa- 
sioned by  the  honest  expression  of  his  political 
sentiments :  and  praying  that  the  amount  of  the 
fine,  with  the  interest  thereon,  may  be  repaid  to 
him.  together  with  such  sum  as  Congress  may 
think  a  just  and  proper  indenmitv  for  nis  being 
dragged  from  his  home,  his  family,  friends,  and 
bosmess,  and  thrown  into  a  dark  and  loathsome 
dun^n,  where  he  suffered  for  four  months  every 
species  of  hardship,  cruelty,  and  indignity,  which 
could  be  devised  oy  the  unrelenting  and  persecu- 
ting spirit  of  those  by  whom  he  was  persecuted. 
Referred  to  the  CommiUee  on.  the  Judiciary. 

Blr.  Meigs  presented  a  memorial  of  the  mstitu- 
tion  in  New  York  for  "  instructing  persons  deaf 
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and  dumb,"  praying  for  a  donation  in  land  for  the 
support  of  the  said  institution ;  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee,  and  Messrs.  Meigs,  Dick- 
inson, and  Foot,  were  appointed  the  said  com- 
mittee. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  stmdry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  the  tariff  of  duties  imposed  on  foreign  man- 
ufactured articles  imported  into  the  United  States 
may  be  so  revised  as  to  revive  the  drooping  man- 
ufactures^ and  afford  effectual  protection  to  the 
national  industry. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Manufactures. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain  docu- 
ments by  mail  free  of  postage,"  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-day.  It  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Scott,  from  the  committee  appointed  yester- 
day upon  the  subject,  reported  a  bul  to  authorize 
the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a 
constitution  and  State  government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States;  and  Mr.  Campbell,  Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Hill,  were  appointed  the 
said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pay- 
ing the  soldiers  and  officers  of  the  volunteers  and 
mSitia  for  horses  and  other  property  lost  whilst  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  on  the  Seminole 
campaign,  in  all  cases  where  sucn  loss  was  sustain- 
ed in  consequence  of  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  to  furnish  the  necessary  for- 
affe,  and  without  any  fault  or  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  owner;  and  Mr.  Cannon,  Mr.  Jones,  of 
Tennessee,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  Mr.  Reed, 
Mr.  Davidson,  Mr.  Tbacy,  and  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

On  motion  or  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  for  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands.  And  the  same  committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  time  for 
completing  the  payments  for  lands  heretofore  pur- 
chased from  the  Giovemment  within  said  State. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  New  York,  rose,  and  intimated 
to  the  House,  tnat,  not  desiring  to  embarrass  the 
question  which  would  probably  arise  on  the  Mis- 
souri bill  now  before  the  House,  he  should  at  pres- 
ent waive  the  motion  which  he  yesterday  announc- 
ed his  intention  to  make,  for  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  prohibit  the  further  extension  of  slavery  with- 
in the  territories  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY,  of  South  Carolina,  gave  notice 
that  on  this  day  week  he  should  ask  leave  to  in- 


troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a 
circulating  medium  for  the  United  States,  and  to 
sustain  the  credit  and  utility  thereof."  He  had 
understood,  he  said,  that,  on  the  last  dav  of  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  a  resolution  had  passed 
which  had,  in  some  degree,  Referred  this  subject  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  He  had,  therefore, 
determined  to  postpone  for  a  week  this  mo^on,  to 
give  to  the  House  an  opportunity  to  receive  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  ot  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 


Friday,  December  10. 

Another  member,'  to  wit,  from  Massachusetts, 
Timothy  Fuller,  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

William  W.  Woodbridoe  also  appeared,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took 
his  seat,  as  the  delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Michigan. 

Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  petition  of  the  child- 
ren and  representatives  of  the  late  General  Baron 
de  Kalb,  who  was  killed  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  praying  for  the 
pay  and  commutation  of  {my  due  for  the  services 
of  the  deceased. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
praying  that  an  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  may 
be  established. — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  Edwards^  of  Connecticut,  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State,  respec- 
tively praying  that  the  situation  of  the  manumc- 
turing  interest  of  the  country  may  be  taken  into 
the  serious  consideration  of  Congress,  and  that  the 
tarifi"  of  duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of  for- 
eign manufactures  may  be  so  amended  as  to  a^rd 
effectual  security  and  protection  to  every  branch  of 
the  national  industry. 

Mr.  Eddy  also  presented  a  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee of  ladies,  acting  for,  and  in  behalf  of,  the 
straw  manufacturers,  residing  in  and  near  Provi- 
dence, in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  praying  that 
the  duties  on  foreign  manufactures  or  straw,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  may  be  so  augment- 
ed as  to  afford  protection  and  encouragement  to 
similar  articles  of  domestic  manufacture. — R^er- 
red  tp  the  Committee  of  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  presented  a  petition 
of  James  Guyon,  jr.,  praying  to  be  admitted  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  Representatives 
for  the  State  of  New  York,  in  the  place  of  Ebe- 
nezer  Sage,  who,  as  he  alleges,  has  been  illegally 
returned. — Referred  to  theCommitteeon  Elections. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  of  ofllce,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed 
for  the  oflScers  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United 
States  for  the  districts  of  New  Jersey,  Virginia, 
South  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Indiana ;  prepared 
and  transmitted  by  Ae  judges  of  4hose  districts,  re- 
spectively, in  obedience  to  the  resolution  Of  this 
House  of  the  22d  of  February  last  j  which  w&e 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  tne  Judiciary. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
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from  the  Secretary  of  State  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  election  of 
members  of  this  House  for  that  State,  in  the  six- 
teenth Congress  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
referred  to  uie  Committee  of  Elections. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Folger, 

RudML^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  he  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  granting  to  William  Coffin  and  others,  owners 
of  the  brig  Bonif,  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  a 
quantity  of  whale  oil  imported  from  Patagonia 
and  Brazil  in  said  brig  in  tne  month  of  June,  1817, 
and  which  has  since  l^n  exported  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  that  such  papers  as  are  on  file  in 
the  Clerk's  office  relative  to  said  subject,  be  taken 
therefrom,  and  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall, 

Badvedj  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  prosecution  of  suits  in  the 
nature  of  pditions  of  right  and  iniformaiionB  of  in- 
truiion.  in  cases  in  which  the  Government  of  the 
Unitea  States  is  concerned. 

REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  of  William 
Jackson,  solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army^,  praying  for  an  equita- 
ble settlement  of  the  halt  pay  for  fife,  granted  by 
Congress  during  the  war  of  independence,  to  the 
officers  of  the  army,  and  which  he  states  to  have 
been  acknowledged  and  sanctioned  by  the  reports 
of  several  committees  of  Congress,  under  the  pres- 
ent form  of  Gk)vemment  of  the  United  States; 
which  petition  was  referred  to  a  select  committee; 
and  Mr.  Sergeant,  Mr.  Pincknbt,  Mr.  Hemp- 
hill, Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Settle, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  memorial  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate,  and  the  Honorable  the 
HoQse  of  RepretentatiTet  of  the  United  Stctee,  in 
CongrcM  membled ; 

The  memorial  of  the  eiibscriber,  solicitor  on  behalf 
of  the  sunriving  officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army  of 
the  United  States,  most  reepectfolly  repreeents : 

That  joar  memorialist  is  instmcted  by  his  sufforing 
constitoente  to  renew,  to  your  honorable  Housee ,  the 
application  for  an  equitable  settlement  of  the  half  pay 
in  Itfof  as  stipulated  by  the  resolves  of  Congress^  during 
die  war  of  independence,  and  as  sanctioned  and  ac- 
knowledged by  reports  of  several  committees  of  the 
Hoaee  of  Representatives,  under  the  present  Govera- 
Bent  of  the  United  States. 

To  establish,  in  full  proof,  the  etrict  equity  of  this 
long  frocraeted  claim,  a  detailed  and  faithAil  stotement 
of  £ids,  drawn  from  the  public  records  and  other  an- 
theatae  doeumenta,  must  suffice— «nd  it  will  not  be 
deemed  a  trespass  on  the  deliberations  of  the  National 
Legislature  to  adduce  them— inasmuch  as  the  faith  of 
the  United  BUtes,  which  was  solemnly  pledged  to  the 
due  performance  of  the  original  contract,  is  deeply  in- 
lerested  in  a  just  and  final  decision  on  this  national 
angagemeni— in  bar  or  abatement  of  which  the  plea 
of  inability  is  no  longer  an  addudble  or  valid  plea — 
the  honorable  ftUfilment  of  the  contract,  on  the  part  of 
the  claimanU»  having  essentially  contributed  to  ramish 
the  most  ample  means  lor  its  discharge,  as  less  than 


the  ten  thousandth  part,  in  value,  of  the  land,  which  was 
secured  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  exceeds 
the  aggregate  amount  of  their  claim. 

It  is  with  the  most  respectful  deference  your  memo* 
rialist  observes  that,  whUe  the  pressure  of  the  Revo- 
lution and  its  results,  prevented  full  and  correct  settle- 
ments of  public  contracts,  no  class  of  creditors  more 
cheerfully  acquiesced  in  the  necessity  of  withholding 
their  demands,  than  the  impoverished  and  distressed 
officers  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  not  only  for- 
bore to  prefer  the  present  claim,  for  many  years  after 
the  war,  but  abstained  from  remarking  on  the  partial 
favor  which  had  been  extended  to  the  foreign  officers 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  who,  as  early  as 
the  3d  of  February,  1784,  three  months  after  the  army 
had  been  disbanded,  were  permitted  tb  exchange  their 
certificates  at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  Sutes,  for 
certificates  of  registered  debt,  on  which  an  interest  of 
six  per  cent,  per  annum  was  allowed,  and  was  regulariv 
paid  in  speae,  until  they  chose  to  receive  the  princtpsl, 
which  was  also  paid  to  them  in  specie;  while  the 
American  officer,  whose  service,  both  in  term  and  pri- 
vation, exceeded  that  of  the  foreign  officer,  in  more  than 
a  double  ratio,  was  compelled,  without  alternative,  to 
receive  a  certificate  of  commutation,  to  which  he  had 
never  assented,  on  which,  for  many  years  after  it  was 
issued,  no  interest  was  paid,  and  the  principal  of 
which,  when  sold  to  procure  the  means  of^  sustaining 
that  life  which  had  been  so  often  and  so  freely  exposed 
to  secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  his  now 
peaceful  and  prosperous  country,  did  not  yield  to  the 
starving  veteran  one-eighth  part  of  its  nominal  value. 
Nor  was  the  injury  to  the  aggrieved  officer,  by  the 
non-fulfilment  of  the  original  contract,  limited  to  the 
loss  of  all  the  interest  and  seven-eighths  of  the  principal 
of  the  commutation  certificate;  it  has  dooiaed  hun, 
through  life,  to  penury  and  distress ;  for,  in  acceding 
to  the  proposition  which  Congress,  in  the  darkest  and 
most  doubtful  period  of  the  Revolution,  made  to  the 
offioers,  to  continue  ifk  service  until  the  dose  of  the 
war,  on  the  express  stipulation  that  they  shonld  be 
allowed  half  pay  for  life,  they  not  only  devoted  them- 
aelves  to  the  service  of  their  country,  but,  exhausting 
their  individual  resources  in  unavoidable  expenditure, 
(as  a  month's  fwy  would  not  purchase  a  pair  of  shoes,) 
and  relinquishing  all  private  pursuits,  they  lost  the 
opportunities  enjoyed  by  their  feUow-citisens,  of  acqui- 
ring professions  and  the  means  of  future  support,  and, 
by  the  violation  of  the  promise  of  half  pay  for  life,  and 
the  total  failure  of  the  commutation  certificate,  they 
were  left,  at  the  dose  of  an  eight  years'  war,  and  in 
the  very  hour  of  national  triumph,  gained  by  their 
efibrts,  in  w>wexij  and  want  The  painful  truths^ 
national  and  individual,  which  constitute  and  attest 
this  solemn  contract,  are  adduced  with  extreme  rduc- 
tance ;  and  the  wounded  aensibiiity  that  would  have 
suppressed  them,  has  onlv  yielded  to  a  necessity  which 
admits  no  control. 

That  no  doubt  may  rest  on  the  validity  of  this  hard- 
earned  clsim,  your  memorialist  most  respectfully  sub- 
mits the  following  brief  statement  of  fiiets  in  confir- 
mation : 

On  the  21st  of  October,  t780,  Congress  resolved 
that  half  pay  for  life  should  be  allowed  to  the  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army,  who  should  continue  in 
service  to  the  dose  of  the  war. 

On  the  17th  of  January,  1781,  Congress  resolved 
that  the  officers  who,  by  the  reform  of  the  army,  might 
be  reduced,  should  be  allowed  half  pay  for  life,  as  well 
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M  the  officerff  who  ihoald  coniiiiiie  m  tenrice  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Ai  no  aseertion  ean  contravene  theke  poeHive  stipn- 
latioBt  on  the  part  of  Oovernment,  no  aifoment  U 
reqvired  to  maintain  them,  and  it  only  remaina  to  show 
that  they  hate  neTer  been  ftilfilled ;  for — 

On  the  28d  of  Maroh«  1788,  when  the  preliminary 
artioles  of  peace  were  signed ;  when  every  service  and 
aacnfice  that  had  been  stipalated,  or  conld  bis  ^nired 
on  the  part  of  the  officers,  had  been  faitbfnUy  performed, 
and  were  honorably  recorded  in  the  acknowledged  in- 
dependence and  sovereignty  of  the  United  States;  when 
the  stipnlated  reward  of  half  pay  for  lifo  had  become 
a  complete  and  vested  right  in  each  individnal  officer. 
Congress  resolved  that  the  half  pay  for  life  should  be 
conunnted  fat  five  years'  ftiH  pay^-^zehisively  reforring 
the  acceptance  of  the  commutation  to  the  decinoD  of 
lines  and  corps,  and  expressly  denying  the  right  of 
refosal  to  the  officers  individoally ;  by  which  arbitrary 
measure  not  only  a  namerous  minori^  of  the  younger 
officers  of  the  mun  army,  who  dissented,  end  protested 
against  tl>e  change,  bnt  all  the  officers  of  the  lines  of 
Georgia,  Sooth  Carolina,  North  Carolina,  and  a  great 
part  ef  the  Vixginia  line,  who  fafhd  been  made  prisoners 
of  war,  mnd  not  being  reorganited^  eoold  not  be  om- 
salted,  either  in  corpe  or  as  individuals,  were  deprived 
of  their  just  and  vested  rights.  The  officers  in  the 
minority  of  the  main  army,  without  their  consent,  and 
the  officers  of  the  Sontbem  lines,  without  even  the 
knowledge  that  the  measure  of  connnutajtion  had  been 
proposed! 

Under  this  concise  and  correct  statement  of  facts, 
authenticated  by  the  public  records,  it  must  be  admK- 
ted  that  the  United  States  were  not  at  liberty,  on  any 
sound  principle  of  law  or  morals,  to  make  any  change 
in  the  original  contract  for  the  half  pay  fofe*  life,  with^ 
out  the  express  eonsent  of  each  individual  officer, 
wlioee  right  therein  had  beoome  vested  and  complete. 
And,  on  this  conclusion,  your  honorable  Houses  are 
invoked,  by  every  oensideration^of  mtional  foith  and 
individual  justice,  to  administer*  the  only  relief  which 
the  strict  equity  of  the  case  admits  and  requirss*-*an 
adherence  to  the  original  contract,  by  allowing  the 
amount  of  arrearages  of  the  half  pay,  without  interest, 
from  the  dose  of  the  war,  and  deducting  therefrom 
five  years'  full  pay,  or  nominal  amount  of  the  commu- 
tation certificate,  and  continuing  the  half  pay,  in  hatf- 
yearly  payments,  to  the  surviving  ofiicers  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary army,  for  and  during  their  natural  lives, 
respectively. 

That  the  mode  of  settlement  which  is  here  most 
respectfully  suggested,  is  just  and  liberal,  on  behalf  of 
the  claimants,  must  be  evident,  on  considering  that  it 
proposes  to  refund  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the 
commutation  certifioate,  of  which  the  officers  did  not 
receive  more  than  one-eighth  part^  in  a  sale  forced  by 
want  of  bi«ad,  and  that  it  relmquishes  all  interest  on 
the  arrearages  of  the  half  pay,  thereby  placing  Che 
public  in  a  more  profitable  position  than  if  the  original 
c<Hitract  had  never  been  violated. 

That  the  consideration  for  whidi  the  half  pay  for 
life  was  covenanted,  was,  in  all  respects,  difierent  from 
that  of  any  other  contract,  is  more  lamentably  attested 
by  die  sacrifice  which  it  exacted,  and  by  the  privations 
which  it  has  since  imposed  on  the  claimants,  and  that 
the  present  application  for  relief  is  not  only  in  strict 
equity,  but  is,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  totally 
distinct  from  that  of  all  other  public  creditors,  must 
also  be  admitted,  when  the  facts  which  support  it  are 
compared  with  those  of  any  other  claim. 


The  citisen  ^ho  sold  fats  pr<^ierty  to  the  pvMie 
during  the  Revolution,  received  a  price  preponidaed 
to  the  scale^f  depreciation)  and  had  it  in  Ms  power  to 
part  with  the  purchase  money  before  the  depi^eialimi 
was  enhanced.  The  contribution  fumiahttl  by  dM 
officer,  on  the  faith  of  the  United  SUtea,  that  hatf  pay 
for  lifo  should  be  allowed,  was  of  mu6h  higher  Talue 
than  any  species  of  property ;  it  was  the  devotion  of  Ins 
time,  and  toil,  and  blood,  to  the  service  and  eafoty  oC 
the  nation,  involving  not  merely  the  hazard  of  life, 
but  multiplied  privations,  if  his  life  should  be  spared  ; 
and  it  was  contradistinguished  from  all  other  daima 
by  the  express  nature  of  the  contract,  which  rendered 
the  stipulated  compensation  absolutiely  dependent  on 
the  contingency  of  success,  and  to  whidi  contingency 
the  labor  and  life  of  the  oflker  were  pledged  by  hli 
engagement  to  continue  in  the  service  to  the  dose  of 
the  contest.  Nor  is  it  more  distinguished  from  all 
other  daims^  by  the  solemn  obligations  of  the  original 
contract,  than  it  has  been  by  the  repeated  infractioiiB 
which  that  contract  has  sufierod,  having,  in  evpresi 
contradiction  of  the  various  acts  of  the  Government^ 
been  thrice  violated. 

1st.  By  the  arbitrary  conversion  of  the  complete 
and  vested  right  which  the  ofi«ser  had  acquired  in 
the  half  pay  for  life,  into  a'commutation  of  five  years' 
full  pay. 

2d.  By  compdling  tiie  offieer  te  receive,  instead  c€ 
five  years*  full  pay  in  money,  a  certificate,  wfatdi 
yielded  no  interest  for  many  years  after  it  was  isauedy 
and  the  prindpal  of  which  was  not  available  to  thft 
impoverished  officer  for  more  than  one-dghth  or  ob»> 
tenth  of  its  nominal  value,  as  is  explidtly  attested  by 
the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, on  the  dOth  of  January,  1810. 

dd.  By  the  act  of  Government  which  established  the 
funding  system,  converting  the  commutation  certifi- 
cate, which  had  been  declared  to  be  only  an  eqiuva- 
lent  for  the  half  pay  for  lifo,  when  it  carried  an  inter- 
est of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  into  deferred  debt  and 
stock,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent  per  annum. 

By  the  last  infraction  of  thn  national  engagement, 
independent  of  all  other  injury,  the  officer  has  lost,  in 
this  defolcation  of  interest  alone,  calculated  to  the 
present  time,  according  to  the  payment  of  iftCerest  on 
the  public  debt,  quarterly,  mere  tnan  the  whole  nominal 
amount  of  the  commutation  certificate,  which  amount 
has  been  taken  fVom  the  individual  and  transforrsd  to 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  against  every  prin« 
dfAe  of  equity  and  national  honor. 

Facts  thus  attested,  require  no  farther  iRustrsdlion ; 
^ey  are  drawn  from  the  highest  authorities,  and  ai* 
within  the  reach  of  immediate  reference-— and  ymat 
memorialist,  confident  in  the  correctness  «f  the  state- 
ment which  he  submits  to  your  honorable  Houses^  ia 
wdl  assured  that  the  dedsion,  whidi  is  new  prayed 
for,  in  behalf  of  his  long  suffering  constitueBiSy  wiU  he 
oonfimned  to  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  an  anUgfaiin#d 
Government,  and  te  the  gratitude  and  liberality  ef  an 
independent  and  prosperoua  nation. 

And  on  this  assurance  he  would  elose  the  prayur  of 
his  petition.  But  it  is  due  to  the  meuioiy  of  the  flint 
of  patriots,  the  illustrious  leader  of  the  Amaricnn 
Army,  to  place  before  your  honorable  Houaea  bos 
dignified  and  disinterested  sentiments  on  this  intei^* 
esting  su^ect. 

General  Wasbikotoit,  when  addressing  the  <}ov- 
ernors  of  the  several  States,  on  the  sulnect  of  half  pay 
and  commutation,  states  in  his  letter,  dated 
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^  HKJl»%VAmTBBt,  NXWBUB»,  JufU  18,  1783. 

'<  I  may  be  allowed  to  tay,  it  was  the  price  of  their 
blood  and  of  yovr  iadeiieiideiice— it  ii  therefore  more 
than  a  common  debt — it  ia  a  debt  of  honor ;  it  can 
never  be  conaideied  aa  a  pension  or  gratuity,  nor  can- 
celled until  it  IB  fairly  discharged. 

*^G.  WASHINGTON." 

On  this  afleeting  and  conclusive  testimony,  your 
memorialist  rests,  a  well-fonnded  hope  that  the  equitr 
able  claim  of  bis  constituents,  as  now  stated,  will  be 
immediately  accorded. 

And  TOur  memorialist  will  ever  prsy. 

W.  JACKSON, 
Solicitor  on  behalf  of  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Remmtionary  Army  of  the  V.  S, 

ARMY  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  rose  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. In  doing  so,  he  disclaimed  any  intention 
or  wish  to  agitate  anew  any  question  arising  out 
of  the  subject  which  had  been  so  much  discussed 
in  this  House  at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  But, 
he  said,  if  there  was  any  point  on  which  this 
House  should  be  particularly  tenacious  of  its  pre- 
ro^tives,  it  was  upon  its  Constitutional  right  of 
ongioatiatf^  revenue  bills,  and  its  concurrent  right, 
wiu  theSenate,  of  denoting,  according  to  their 
own  discretion,  the  manner  in  which  the  public 
moneys  should  be  appropriated  and  applied.  The 
only  object,  then,  ot  his  present  motion,  was  to 
inquire  wkelher  any  abuses  in  the  distribution  of 
the  public  money  had  h^etofore  occurred,  that,  if 
so,  tney  mifht  for  the  future  be  provided  against. 

Mr.  S.  then  presented  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
and  report  to  this  House,  whether  any  of  the  public 
moneys  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the  pay  and 
subsistence  of  the  regular  Army  of  the  United  States, 
since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1815,  have  been  applied 
to  the  support  of  any  army  or  detachment  of  troops 
raised  without  the  oonsent  of  this  House,  or  the  au- 
thority of  Congress ;  and  that  the  said  committee  also 
have  leave  to  report  by  bill. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to,  without  debate  or 
opposition;  and  Mr.  Storrs,  Mr.  Fuller,  Mr. 
CtTLPEPER,  Mr.  Mercer,  and  Mr.  Tomlinson, 
were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  December  13. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit :  from  South  Caro- 
lina, EuAS  Earle,  and  from  Georgia,  John  A. 
Citthbert,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials, 
were  qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 

Resolmd,  That,  in  all  cases  where  petitions  were 
presented  at  the  last  session  of  the  last  Congress 
to  this  House,  and  referred  to  committees,  but  not 
finally  acted  upon,  both  by  the  committees  and  the 
House,  the  said  petitions  shall  be  considered  as 
again  presented  and  referred  to  the  same  coounit- 
tees,  respectively,  without  spcial  orders  to  that 
effect.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  com- 
mittees, respectively,  upon  application  in  behalf  of 
any  petitioner,  whose  petition  was  presented  and 


referred  as  aforesaid,  to  consider  and  report  thereon, 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  were  referred  to  such 
committee  by  special  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Common  Council,  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  for  the  renewal  of  the  acts 
incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  city, 
which  expire  on  the  4th  of  March  next,  with  sev* 
eral  alterations  and  amendments  which  are  therein 
stated. 

Mr.  Kent  also  presented  a  petition  of  the  Pres- 
ident, Directors,  and  Company,  of  the  Bank  ot 
Alexandria,  praying  for  a  renewal  of  the  charter 
of  the  said  banK,  and  that  it  may  not  be  consoli- 
dated with  other  banks  in  that  place. 

Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition  of  Charles 
A.  Beatty,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha  W,  Wil- 
liams, and  John  Hoye,  of  Georgetown,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  praying  tb  be  permitted  to  erect 
Iniildings  on  the  south  side  of  Wat«r  street,  in  said 
town,  which  they  are  now  prohibited  from  dowg, 
by  an  act  of  Maryland,  passed  in  the  year  17S4« 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Ljttle  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  traders  and  others,  of  the  city  of  Baltir 
nM)re,  praying  that  an  uniforn^  system  of  bankr 
ruptcy  may  be  estaUished. — ^Referred  to  the  Oob^ 
nuttee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  OvBHSTREET  presented  a  petition  of  T1m>- 
mas  Hightower,  praying  compensation  for  an  iiH 
jury  sustained  by  bis  slave,  while  gratuitoualv  assist- 
ing a  wagon  loaded  with  ordnance^  which  Deoaaie 
impeded  near  the  house  of  the  petitioner. — Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  reliei 
of  Grad  Worthington ;  which  was  read  twioe,  and 
conunitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  ten 
naorrow. 

Mr.  SurrH,  from  the  same  oomimttaeu  alao  re* 
pcNTted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Goodinff  and 
James  Williams ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ccm- 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  appoiiUed* 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  for  tke  relief  of 
Denton,  Little,  dc  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hendricks, 
of  New  York ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees,  proper  to  be  allowed*  for  the  officers  of  the 
district  courts  of  North  Carolina^  prepared  and 
transmitted  by  the  judse  of  that  district,  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  22d  of 
February  last;  which  schedule  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer, 

Resolved,  That  the  Conmiittee  for  the  District  oi 
Coliuaibia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  prohibiting  by  law  the  emission  or  curou- 
lation,  within  the  said  District,  of  any  bank  note 
or  notes,  intended  to  constitute  an  ordinary  me^ 
dium  of  exchange,  of  a  denomination  under  five 
dollars. 

On  motiiHi  of  Mr.  Henuricks,  the  Coinmittee 
on  the  PuUic  Lands  were  instrueted  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  continuing  the  act,  passed  at  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


719 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS, 


720 


H.  OP  R. 


lUpoH  on  tAtf  FkUMcei. 


DBCBMMm,  1819. 


last  session,  entitled  "An  act  fbrther  to  suspend 
for  a  limited  time  the  sale  of  a  forfdture  of  lands 
for  failure  in  completing  the  payment  thereon." 

REPORT  ON  THE  riNANOES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
his  annual  report  upon  the  state  oi  the  finances; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

Takasurt  DxpABTMBiTT,  Dec,  10,  1819. 

8i»:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  report, 
prepared  in  obedience  to  the  tot,  entitled  *<An  ict  to 
ei tablieh  the  Treesury  Department." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  &c 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  Hon.  the  PaisiDSNT  of  the  Senate. 

hk  obedience  to  the  directions  ci  the  *<Act  supple- 
meotary  to  the  act  to  establish  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment," the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reepectfuUy  sub- 
mits the  following  report : 

Ist.   Of  the  Revenue. 

The  net  reTenue  arising  from  duties  upon  imports 
and  tonnage,  internal  duties,  direct  tax,  public  lands, 
postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts,  during  the  year 
1815,  amounted  to  $49,656,642  76,  vis: 
Customs,  (see  sUtement  A.)  -  -  136,306,032  50 
Internal  duties  ....      5,963,285  88 

Direct  tax 5,723,152  26 

PubHo  Unds 1,287,959  28 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipts        276,282  84 


That  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources  during 
the  year  1816,  amounted  to  $86,657,  904  72,  Tiz: 
Customs,  {^e  statement  A.)    •        •  $27,484,100  86 
Internal  duties  ....     4,396,183  25 

Direct  tax 2,785,343  20 

Public  lands 1,754,487  88 

Postage,  and  other  incidental  receipto         287,840  63 


That  which  accrued  from  the  same  sources,  during 
1817,  amounted  to  $24,365,227  84,  viz: 
Customs,  (see  stetement  A.)      -        •  $17,624,776  15 
Internal  duties  ....      2,676,882  77 

Direct  tox 1,833,737  04 

Public  lands,  (exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock) -      2,016,977  00 

l*ostage,  and  other  incidental  receipts         318,866  38 


And  that  whidi  accrued  from  the  same  sources  dur- 
ing the  year  1818,  amounted  to  $26,095,200  65,  viz : 
Customs,  (see  sUtement  A.^    -        -$21,828,451  48 
Arrears  of  internal  duties,  (see  state- 
ment B.^ 947,946  33 

Arrears  or  direct  tax,  (see  statement 

B.) 263,926  01 

Pubhc  lands,  exclusive  of  Mississippi 

stock,  (see  statement  C.)       -        •     2,464,627  90 
Postage,  dividends  on  bank  stock,  and 
other  incidental  receipts,  (lee  state- 
ment B.) 590,348  93 


It  is  ascertained  that  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on 
merolumdise  and  tonnage,  which  have  accrued  during 


the  three  first  quarters  of  the  present  year»  exceeds 

$18,000,000.     . 
And  the  sales  of  public  lands  during  the  same  pe> 

riod,  have  exceeded  $8,700,000. 

The  paymenta  into  the  Treasury  during  the  three  first 
quarters  of  the  year,  are  estimated  to  anioant  to, 
(inclusive  of  $169,594  07  in  Treasury  notes) — 

$19,560,607  17 

Customs  -        -        -  $16,604,081  66 

Public  lands,  (exclus- 
ive of  Mississippi 
stock)  -        -        -      2,868,666  61 

Arrears  of  internal 
duties  •        -        •         195,681  02 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  72,880  24 

First  instalment  pay- 
able by  U.  8.  Bank         500,000  00 

First  dividend  on  the 
U.  8.  shares  in  the 
U.  d.  Bank  -        -         176,000  00 

Incidental  r^ceipta    -  59,095  43 

Repaymento     -        -  85,462  29 

And  the  paymenta  into  the  Treasury 
during  the  4  th  quarter  of  the  )rear, 
frt>m  the  same  sources,  are  estima- 
ted at  -         -        -        -        •        -     5,000,000  00 

Making  the  whole  amount  estimated 

to  l^  received  into  the  Treasoiy, 

during  the  year  1819,  (exclusive  of 

$169,594  07  in  Treasury  notes)    -   24,381,013  10 
Which,  added  to  the  balance  in  the 

Treasury  on  the  1st  day  of  January 

last,  (exclusive  of  $3^,155  51   in 

Treasury  notes,)  amounting  to      -      1,446,371  23 


Makes  the  aggregate  amount  of 


26,827,384  33 


The  application  of  this  sum  for  the 
year  1819,  is  estimated  as  follows, 
viz: 

To  the  30th  of  September  the  paym'ta, 
(exclusive  of  $81,161  79'in  Treas- 
ury notes,  which  have  been  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  and  cancelled,) 
amounted  to  -        -        -        -  $18,192,387  43 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses         -        -    2,644,612  98 

Military  service,  (in- 
cluding arrearage)  -    7,666,961  72 

Naval  service,  (includ- 
ing the  permanent 
appropriation  for  the 
gradual  increase  of 
the  navy)        .        -    3,627,640  42 

Public  debt,  (exclusive 
of  $81,161  79  in 
Treas'y  notes,  above 
mentioned       •        -    4,454,172  31 

During  the  fourth  quarter  it  is  estima- 
ted that  the  pavments,  (exclusive  of 
$120,687  79  m  Treasury  notes, 
which  will  be  drawn  from  the  Trea- 
sury and  cancelled,)  will  amount  to  7,300,000  00 
Viz: 

Civil,  diplomatic,  and  miscellaneous 
expenses  ...       $600,000 
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Militarj  aenriee    - 

Na^rml  lernce 

Ptiblio  debt,  to  the  Ist 
of  Jan^  1820,  (exdui* 
ive  of  $180,587  79  in 
Tnmxuj  notes,  aboTe 
mentioned 


$1,530,000 
300,000 


4,970,000 


Making  the  aggregate  amount,  (ex- 
clnsiTe  of  $201,749  68  in  Treaaory 
notea,  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and 
cancelled,)  of       -        -        -        - 

And  leaving,  on  the  Ist  of  Jan.,  1820, 
«  balance  in  the  Treasury,  estimated 
at 


26,492,887  43 


$834,996  90 


2d.    Of  the  PubHe  DthU 

The  faaded  debt  which  was  contracted  before  the  year 
1812,  and  which  was  unredeemed  on  the  first  day 
of  OcU,  1818,  (as  appears  by  statement  I,)  amount- 
ed to    $29,681,280  07 

And  that  contracted  subsequently  to 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1812,  and 
unredeemed  on  the  Ist  of  October, 
1818,  as  appears  by  the  same  state- 
ment, amounted  to        •        -        -    68,146,039  84 


M^ng  the  aggregate  amount  of 

Which  sum  agrees  with  the  amount 
stated  in  the  last  annual  report^  as  un- 
redaamed  on  the  1st  October,  1818, 
excepting  the  sum  of  $1,885  13,  which 
was  then  short  estimated,  and  which 
has  nnce  been  corrected  by  actual  set- 
tlement 

On  the  1st  day  of  January  there  was 
added  to  the  amount,  for  Treasury 
notes  brought  into  the  Treasury  and 
cancelled,  and  lor  which  the  follow- 
ing stock  was  issued : 
In  6  per  cent,  stock  -  $49,024  71 
In  7  per  cent,  stock  2,646  00 


97,827,319  91 


61,670  71 


Making        .        .$97,878,990  62 

From  which  deduct  Louisiana  six  per 
cent,  stock,  reimbursed  on  the  21st 
of  October,  1818    -  $4,977,950  00 

And  deferred  stock  re- 
imbursed between 
the  1st  Oct.,  1818, 
and  1st  Jan.,  1819         253,863  27 


Making  the  public  debt,  which  was 
unredeemed  on  the  1st  Jan.,  1819, 
(as  appears  by  statement  2,)  am't 
to 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  the  30th 
September,  inclusive,  there  was,  by 
Ibnding  Treasury  notes,  and  issu- 
ing 3  per  cent,  stock^lbr  interest  on 
old  registered  debt,  added  to  the 
pvblle  debt,  (as  appears  by  stete- 
ment  3,)  the  amount  of  ^     - 


6,230,813  27 


92,648,177  35 


86,135  50 


From  which  deduct  the  amount  of 
stock  purchased  during  that  period, 
(as  appears  by  stetement  4) — 

$711,957  55 

And  theertimated  reim- 
bursement of  deferred 
stock        -        .        .     243,827  88 


955,785  43 


Making,  on  the  1st  of  October,  1819, 

(as  appears  by  statement  3,)  the 

sum  of $91,728,527  51 

Since  the  30th  of  September  there  has 

been  redeemed,  or  provision  made 

for  the  redemption  of  54  per  cent 

of  the  Louisiana  stock,  unpaid  on 

the  1st  October,  1819,  amounting 

to  -        -        -        -  $2,601,817  15 
And  there  will  be  reim-  • 

bursed  of  the  princi- 

cipal  of  the  deferred 

6  per  cent  stock,  on 

the    1st  Jan.,  1820       241.506  70 

2,843,323  85 

Leaving  the  public,  debt  unredeemed 

on  the  Ist  Jan'ry,  1820,  by  estimate  $88,885,203  66 


The  Treasury  notes  in  circulation  are 
estimated,  (as  appears  by  stetement 
5,)  at   -        -        -        -        - 


$181,821  00 


The  whole  of  the  awards  made  by  the  commiasioneis 
appointed  under  the  seveial  acte  of  Congress  for 
indemnifying  certain  claimante  of  public  lands,  (as 
appears  by  stetement  6,)  amounte  to   $4,282,151  12 

Of  which  there  has  been  received  at 
the  office  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  (as  appears 
by  statement  C,)  the  sum  of  -        -      2,372,574  31 


Leaving  outstanding,  at  the  dates  of 
the  several  returns  from  the  land 
districte 


$1,909,576  81 


$93,684^13  94 


3.  Of  tht  Esiimaiei  of  the  PubHe  Revenue  and  Ex'^ 
penditureefor  the  year  1820. 

In  presenting  the  estimate  fot  the  year  1820,  it  may 
be  proper  to  observe,  that,  when  the  internal  duties 
were  repealed,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1817,  the 
permanent  revenue,  including  those  duties,  was  esti- 
mated at  $24,525,000,  while  the  annual  authoriied 
expenditure  was  ascertained  to  be  less  than  the  sum 
of  $22,000,000.  The  repeal  of  the  internal  duties 
reduced  the  former  to  $22,025,000,  while  the  pay- 
menta  from  the  Treasury,  during  the  year  1818,  ex- 
ceeded $26,000,000 ;  and  those  of  the  present  year 
will,  probably,  fall  but  Uttle  short  of  $25,500,000. 

In  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasury  of  the  31st  of 
November,  1818,  the  receipte  for  the  present  year 
were  estimated  at  $24,220,000.  Although  this  esti- 
mate will  be  realiied  in  ite  general  result,  deficiencies 
have  been  ascertained  in  the  customs,  the  internal 
duties  and  direct  tax,  the  bank  dividends  and  the  post- 
age of  letters.  The  deficienqr  which  has  occurred  in 
ihe  customs,  internal  duties,  and  direct  taxes,  will 
probably  augment,  in  nearly  the  same  degree,  the  re- 
ceipte from  those  soureea  in  the  year  1820,  by  the 
payment  of  the  revenue  bonds,  and  of  that  portion  of 
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the  inttfrnal  dotiM  and  direct  Uxm,  which*  if  the  ae« 
costomed  pvnciaaUtj  had  been  obterredv  w«old  haive 
been  receiiedT  dariDg  the  preaent  year.  Bat  it  la 
probable  that  the  receipts  of  that  year  will  be  dimin- 
uhed  by  the  non«payment  of  the  bank  dividenda,  and 
by  the  application  of  a  portion  of  the  prooeeds  of  the 
public  lands  to  the  redemption  of  the  ontsUBding 
Mississippi  stock.  The  receipU  for  the  yesr  1820» 
applicable  to  the  ordinary  and  current  demands  upon 
the  Treasury,  may  therefore  be  estimated  at  twenty* 
two  millions  of  doltars,  viz : 

Customs $19,000j000  00 

Public  Lands 2,000,000  00 

Arrears  of  internal  duties  and  direct 

tax 450,000  00 

Second  instalment  due  by  the  United 

Statea  Bank          ....         500,000  00 
Inddental/eceipto    .        -        -        -  50,000  00 
Which,  with  the  sum  estimated  to  be 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1820 334,996  90 


Mske  the  aggregate  amount  of        ^22,334,996  90 


The  estimates  of  the  expenditure  for  the  year  1820 
are  not  yet  complete;  but  it  is  ascertained,  from  those 
which  have  already  been  received,  that  a  sum  not  lees 
than  $27,000,000  will  be  requhred  for  the  service  of 
that  year.  This  deficit  of  nearly  $5,000,000,  result- 
ing fitnn  the  excess  of  expenditure  beyond  the  re- 
ceipts, cannot  be  supplied  by  any  application  of  the 
ormnaiy  revenue.  After  payiifg  the  interest  and  re- 
imboTsenMnt  of  the  public  debt,  and  redeeming  the 
remunder  of  the  Loniaiana  stock,  about  $2,500,000 
of  the  Smking  Fund  will  remain  without  application, 
if  the  price  of  the  public  atecks  shovid  continue  above 
the  pnces  at  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  are  authorised  to  purchase.  During  the  years 
1821,  im,  and  1823,  the  average  sum  of  $5,000,000 
of  the  Sinking  Fund  wfll  also  remain  without  appli- 
cation, if  the  price  of  the  public  atoek  should  prevent 
its  purchase.  Any  applicatioa  of  that  portion  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  which,  on  account  of  the  price  of  the 
public  stock,  may  remain  unemployed  in  the  hands  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  other 
branches  of  the  puUio  service,  if  altowable  under  the 
provisions  of  the  act  making  the  approprtationi  would 
only  postpone  the  period  at  which  additional  imposi- 
tions would  be  required  to  meet  the  public  ezpendi- 
taoe.  Such  an  af^plkation  would  alio  httve  tiie  efioot 
of  ultimately  retarding  the  redemption  of  the  public 


It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that,  altboiigh  eome  of  the 
itema  in  the  estimate  for  the  enouing  year  may  be 
considered  in  their  nature  temporary,  yet  it  is  proba* 
ble  that  the  eatimate  for  succeeding  years  will  exeeed 
rather  than  foil  beh>w  it. 

Under  all  the  ciicumstamces,  it  ia  respectftilly  attb- 
mitted,  that  the  public  interest  requirea  that  the  rev- 
enue be  augmented,  or  that  the  expenditure  be  dintn- 


Should  an  inoreaae  of  the  revenue  be  deemed  expe* 
dient,  a  portion  of  the  deficit  may  be  supplied  by  an 
addition  to  the  duties  now  imposed  upon  vaorions  arti* 
elea  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  by  a  reasonable  duty 
Upon  sales  at  puhlio  auction ;  but  it  is  not  probable 
that  any  medifiealion  of  the  existing  tariff  can  saper* 
aede  the  necesaily  of  veeorting  to  inlecBal  taxation  if 
the  expenditure  is  not  diminished.    Should  Cofroas 


deem  it  expedient  to  modiiy  the  present  i;ale  •f  datiasr 
with  a  view  to  offiird  that  protection  to  ottr  cAtton, 
woollen,  and  iron  manufactures,  whkh  ie  naciessary  la 
secure  to  them  the  domestic  market,  the  neceoaily  of 
resorting  to  a  system  of  internal  taxation  wiU  be  aag- 
mented.  It  is  believed  that  the  present  ia  a  fovorable 
moment  for  affording  efficient  protection  to  that  in- 
creasing and  important  interest,  if  it  can  be  done  con- 
sistently with  the  general  intereat  of  the  nation.  The 
situation  of  the  countries  from  whence  our  fonngn 
manufactures  have  been  principally  drawn,  authoriaes 
the  expectation,  that,  in  the  event  of  a  monopoly  of 
the  home  market  being  secured  to  our  cotton  and 
woollen  manufactures,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
manufacturing  skill  and  capital  of  those  countries  will 
be  promptly  transferred  to  the  United  States,  and  in- 
corporated into  the  domeatic  capital  of  the  Union. 
Should  this  expectation  be  realized,  the  disadvantages 
resulting  from  such  a  monopoly  would  quickly  dinp- 
pear.  In  the  meantime,  it  is  believed  that  a  system  of 
internal  taxation  would  be  severely  felt  by  the  great 
mass  of  our  citizena. 

Whether  the  revenue  be  augmented,  or  the  expen- 
diture  be  diminished,  a  loan  to  some  extent  will  be 
necessary.  The  augmentation  of  the  one,  or  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  other,  cannot  be  effected  in  aofficient 
time  to  prevent  this  necessity.  As  the  nx  per  cent, 
stock  of  the  United  States  is  considerably  above  par« 
the  sum  required  to  be  raised  by  loan  can  be  conve- 
niently and  advantageously  obtained  by  the  sale  of 
stock  of  that  description,  or  it  may  be  obtained  by  tin 
issue  of  Treasury  notes.  If  the  revenue  and  expendi- 
ture shall  be  equalised^  the  issue  of  Treasury  doIm, 
not  bearing  intbreat,  is  reoonunended  in  praforaaee 
to  the  creation  or  sale  of  stock,  as  the  lonn,  in  IImI 
event,  will  be  small  in  amount,  and  temporary  in  i«» 
nature. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

CLAIMS  FOR  PROFffRTY  LOST,  dbc 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New'  York,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutioa  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That'a  cottmittee  be  appointed,  with  i^ 
Btruetions  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
by  law  for  compensating  such  citizens  of  the  United 
States  as  aufieifd  captivity  or  loss  of  property,  hy  Iho 
enemy,  between  the  times  of  their  approach  to,  and. 
retreat  from,  Pittsburg,  in  the  year  1814,  and  which 
happened  in  consequence  of  sucn  citizens  having  been 
in  arms  with  the  militia  against  such  enemy,  or  hav- 
ing refused  protection  from  them,  and  without  neglect 
or  fault  on  the  part  of  such  citizens ;  and  that  said 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  WiLtiAMS,  of  North  Carolina,  opposed  the 
resolution,  as  changing  the  practice  of  tne  House^ 
which  had  been  to  refer  clauns  of  that  description 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  That  committee 
had^  he  said,  inyariaUy  paid  due  attention  to  the 
subjects  referred  to  them ;  it  had  made  many  re* 
ports  to  the  House,  and  those  reports  had  inrari* 
ably  been  sustained  by  it  If  that£Qoip:uU^  b^ 
ever  failed  in  its  duty  in  this  respect,  there  would 
be  a  good  reason  why  the  House  should  inteipose 
to  give  a  different  direction  to  this  particulax  bv^ 
ness.  Believing,  however,  that  this  ooukl  not  he 
alleged,  he  wished  to  understand  with  what  views 
the  r»oliition  had  been  offered. 
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Mf.  Grftosfl  waived  inquiry  into  the  practice  of 
tke  House ;  respecting  whicii  be  intimated,  being 
a  new  member,  it  would  be  justly  considered  pre- 
sumption were  he  to  attempt  to  contradict  what 
had  been  advanced  by  the  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  After  some  explanation  of  the  merits 
of  the  particular  class  of  cases  embraced  by  his 
^lotion,  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  introduced  it  in  the 
present  shape,  because  he  thought  it  always  better 
to  do  justice  on  principle  than  in  detaiL  It  was 
better  to  do  justice  generally  than  to  legislate  for 
particular  cases.  Another  reason,  too,  had  weight 
with  him,  however  it  mu^ht  operate  on  the  House. 
He  desired  that  these  su£rers  should  receive  jtist 
compensation,  and  that  they  should  not  be  pre- 
vented from  obtaining  it  by  mere  matter  of  form, 
or  by  reference  to  what  had  been  done  heretofore 
in  analogous  cases.  We  have  enough  of  form 
in  our  puMic  offices  and  in  our  courts  of  law; 
and  he  was  unwilling,  wiien  persons  apply  here 
to  get  rid  of  the  insolence  of  office,  or  ofihe  law's 
delay,  that  they  should  be  repelled  by  ol^ections  of 
form  and  precedent  To  prevent  aaarm  from  the 
amount  of^  these  claims,  Mr.  Q.  said  he  would 
state  that  the  claims  were  few  in  number.  He 
am>laaded  the  care  which  gentlemen  had  over  the 
Treasury;  it  was  a  laudable  care;  but,  Mr.  G. 
said,  whilst  Congress  provided  for  themselves  con- 
veniences to  superfluity — ^while  they  multiplied 
pablk  officers  and  clerks,  and  gave  them  liberal 
compensations,  almost  without  limit  or  inquiry^  he 
was  not  willing  that  the  equitable  and  just  claims 
of  those  who  had  exposed  themselves  in  the  ser- 
n'ce  of  their  country,  should  not  be  complimented 
with  at  least  a  hearmg.  Such  a  hearing,  he  con- 
ceived, thev  could  best  have  through  the  agency 
of  a  special  committee. 

Mr.  Williams,  disavowing  any  disposition  to 
prolong  a  discussion  on  this  subiect,  rose  to  ex- 
plain. He  might  have  been  understood  to  have 
said,  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  uniformly 
rejected  these  claims.  The  fact  was^  that,  at  a 
foitner  scission,  the  Committee  of  Claims  had  de- 
termined, that,  on  principle,  these  persons  were 
■ot  entitled  to  indemnity,  ^ut  a  majority  of  the 
oomnuttee  determined,  in  consequence  of  the  great 
suffering  these  people  had  experienced^  to  report 
in  favor  of  allowing  to  them  a  gratuity  ,to  the 
amount  of  one  half  or  one  third  otthe  amount  of 
their  claims.  This  report  had  been  investigated 
by  the  House,  who  refused  to  concur  with  the 
committee,  and  rejected  the  claims  on  principle. 
If,  as  the  ffentleknan  said,  there  were  but  tew  cases, 
why  not  kt  them  be  presented  singly  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  ?  But,  Mr.  W.  b^ged  leave  to 
stale,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  that  the 
principle  involved  in  these  cases  would  compre- 
hend daims  to  an  itnmense  amoimt — ^how  much 
he  cocdd  not  say.  but  certainly  four  or  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  Ought  the  House  not  then 
to  be  cautious  in  regard  to  them?  The  Commit- 
tee of  Claims  ware  by  no  means  anxious  to  have 
this  subject  before  them;  but,  to  preserve  uni- 
formity m  the  decisions  of  the  House,  he  had  fdt 
himself  bound  to  oppose  this  motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 


Mr.  Gross,  and  decided  in  the  negative,  without 
a  division. 

WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES. 

Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  ofiered  for  con- 
sideration a  resolution  to  this  effect : 

*'  Thftt  ft  comraitte^  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  fixing  by  law  a  standard  of  weights 
and  meaturet.^' 

Mr.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina^  said  that, 
having  himself  made  a  report  on  this  subject  at 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  ha  vine  withal 
the  subject  much  at  heart,  he  should  be^e  now 
have  moved  to  revive  it  at  this  session,  had  he  not 
understood  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of 
one  branch  of  Congress,  passed  two  or  three  years 
ago^  the  Secretary  of  State  had  examined  the 
subject,  and  was  about  to  make  a  full  report 
thereon  to  the  House.  He  thought  it  advisable, 
therefore,  that  the  appointment  of  a  con^mittee 
should  be  suspended  until  the  report  was  received 
in  this  House  as  well  as  the  otner,  when  the  sub- 
ject would  be  fully  before  both  Houses. 

Mr.  Allen,  assenting  to  the  suggestion  of  Mr. 
Lowndes,  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  orders  of  the  day  being  announced,  a  mo- 
tion was  made  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Missouri  bill ;  but  a  motion  to  adjourn  had 
preference,  and  was  agreed  to. 


ToESDAT,  December  14. 

Another  member,  to  wit,  from  Kentuckv,  Ben- 
jamin Hardin,  appeared,  produced  his  creaentials, 
and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  John  Crowell,  the  Representative  from 
the  State  of  Alabama,  also  appeared,  produced 
his  credentials,  was  qualified,  and  took  nis  seat. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  William  McDonald,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  W.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McDonald,  adminktrator  of  James  McDonald,  de- 
ceased, late  captain  in  the  Army  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Legislature  of  Geor- 
gia, on  behall  a(  the  commissioners  appointed  by 
mat  State  to  lav  off  and  survey  certam  lands  in 
the  Big  Bend  ot  Tennessee  river,  made  a  detailed 
report,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  C.  reported  a 
bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas  Carr  and  others, 
which  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions,  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  Lewis  Joseph  Beaulieu,  which  was  read :  when 
Mr.  B.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Lewis  Joseph  Beaulieu,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  what 
information  he  may  be  able  to  obtain  as  to  the 
regulations  and  standards  of  weights  and  measures 
in  the  several  States,  and  as  to  the  proceedings  in 
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fordffn  countries  for  establishiDg  uniformity  in 
weights  and  measures,  together  with  such  a  plan 
for  fixing  a  standard  of  weights  and  measures  for 
the  United  States  as  he  may  deem  most  proper  for 
their  adoption. 

The  Speaker  communicated  to  the  House  a  let- 
ter addr^sed  to  him  by  James  Pleasants,  Jnn., 
containing  a  notice  of  the  resignation  of  his  seat 
in  this  House,  as  one  of  the  members  for  the  State 
of  Virginia,  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  cave  notice  that  he 
would  to-morrow  more  the  House  for  leave  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  John  Cowen 
and  others. 

MILITARY  EXECUTIONS,  dec. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution : 

"  Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause- to  be  laid  before  this  House  any 
information  he  mnj  possessy  respecting  certain  execu- 
tions or  other  punishments  which  may  hate  been  in- 
flicted on  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  since  the  year 
1816,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  proTided  for 
the  goTsmment  of  the  same." 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Mr.  Williams  took 
occasion  to  refer  to  the  reports  in  general  circula- 
lation,  on  which  his  motion  was  founded,  and  par- 
ticularly to  one  case  reported  as  the  most  agp[ni** 
vated.  The  report  of  it  he  said,  was  to  thb  e^t : 
Colonel  King,  who  was  left  by  General  Jackson 
in  command  of  Pensacola,  issued  an  order,  that  if 
any  soldier  deserted,  and  was  overtaken  or  appre- 
hended, he  should  be  put  to  instant  death.  One 
soldier,  who  had  deserted,  was  overtaken,  and  so 
put  to  death.  When  apprehended,  he  exclaimed 
that,  as  an  American  citizen,  he  was  entitled  to  a 
trial  according  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  and 
claimed  his  rights  as  such.  But,  with  cruelty  and 
precipitance,  hb  request  was  refused,  and  he  was 
put  to  instant  death.  Congress,  Mr.  W.  said,  sat  here 
as^ardians  of  the  rights  of  the  people.  But  it  was 
the  weak,  more  than  the  strong,  whose  rights  were 
the  peculiar  care  of  this  House.  If  the  facts  he 
had  stated,  on  the  authority  of  common  report, 
were  confirmed,  a  just  punisnment  oup^ht  to  await 
the  offenders.  Are  the  rights  of  an  officer  invaded, 
said  he,  the  alarm  is  sounded  from  one  end  of  the 
country  to  the  other;  every  feelinjp  is  roused  in  his 
defence !  And,  when  the  case  of  the  private  sol- 
dier, weak  and  defenceless  in  his  own  cause,  pre- 
sents itself,  should  no  one  be  found  to  stand  up  for 
him  ?  Mr.  W.  hoped,  he  said,  that  there  would 
be  a  thorough  examination  into  the  case,  that,  if 
the  officer  m  question  had  acted  as  reported,  he 
might  be  exemplarily  punished ;  and,  if  the  report 
was  not  true,  it  was  due  to  Colonel  King  that  the 
statement  should  be  disproved. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  he  hoped  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina  would,  for  the 
present,  let  the  resolution  lie  on  on  the  table.  He 
nad  heard,  he  said,  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
ordered  on  Colonel  Kins,  on  the  very  point.  If 
so,  he  would  be  tried  for  his  alleged  misconduct  by 
the  proper  test — ^the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 


Should  he  not  be  punished  for  miaconduct;  if  any 
had  been  committed,  it  was  then  time  enou^  for 
this  House  to  take  it  up.  So  lone  as  there  were 
laws,  Mr.  S.  said,  officers  and  soldiers  were  alike 
amenable  to  them  for  misconduct,  and  to  the  laws 
he  would  leave  them.  •  With  respect  to  the  proo^ 
execution  of  a  deserter,  he  referred  to  a  case  which 
occurred  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  as  related 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress  by  one  of  his  col- 
leagues, (Colonel  Reed,)  in  whicn  a  similar  order 
had  been  issued  imder  the  authority  of  General 
Washington,  and  which  order  was  carried  into 
effect  in  at  least  one  case.  So  that  .the  order  now 
spoken  of,  if  given  by  Colonel  King,  was  not  with- 
out example. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  he  would  be  willing  that 
the  resolution  should  he  on  the  table,  if  any  good 
purpose  could  be  answered  by  its  takinjp  that  course. 
It  had  been  said,  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
ordered  in  this  .case.  That  was  part  of  the  very 
information,  Mr.  W.  said,  which  he  wished  to  ob- 
tain from  an  authentic  source.  If  assured  officially 
that  such  was  the  fact,  Mr.  W.  said  he  should  be 
willing  to  stay  all  further  proceedings  on  this  case. 
But  the  report  of  that  fact  was  rumor  merel  v,  vague 
surmise,  and,  for  aught  he  knew,  unfounded  con- 
jecture. As  to  the  order  said  to  have  been  issued 
by  General  Washington,  it  had  no  analogy  to 
the  present  case.  That  was  adapted  to  extreme 
such  as  that  of  alarming  desertion,  when 


cases,  ai*vu  «^  »-• K  V*  »««..^..s  «w-^.,.w-, 

political  existence  was  at  stake ;  this  was  an  oc- 
currence in  profoimd  peace,  when  desertion,  by 
thinning  the  ranks  of  the  Army,  would,  but  for  its 
moral  effect,  have  been  perhaps  beneficial  rather 
than  otherwise — by  employing  at  home  the  labor 
which  was  otherwise  lost  to  the  coimtry.  Had 
Washington  been  in  command  at  Pensacola,  he 
would  have  revolted  with  abhorrence  from  such  a 
transaction. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  hope 
that  this  resolution  would  be  permitted  to  lie  on 
the  table.  Coloned  King  was  at  this  moment  un- 
der trial  by  a  court  martial,  on  charges  connected 
with  the  reports  which  had  been  spoken  of;  and 
there  would  certainly  be  great  propriety  in  waiting 
the  result  of  that  trials  before  this  House  took  up 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  expressed  his  opinion, 
that  the  resolution,  if  objectionable  at  all,  was  io 
on  the  ground  that  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  If 
he  was  not  grossly  deceived  in  the  information  he 
had  received,  the  ease  mentioned  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina  was  not  the  only  one,  of  the 
infiiction  of  punishments  in  the  Army,  contrary  to 
law.  If  a  very  strict  inquiry  was  made  into  this 
subject,  he  believed  it  would  be  dbcovered  that, 
daily,  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government  ot 
the  Army  are  violated.  He  had  understood,  from 
a  gentleman  formerly  an  officer  of  the  Army,  of 
high  respectability,  that  it  was  now  the  daily  prac- 
tice in  the  Army,  directly  in  the  face  of  the  law, 
to  punish  soldiers  corporally  for  offences.  He 
hoped  the  resolution  would  pass,  and  that  the 
House  would  obtain  information  on  the  subjeet 

Mr.  Strother,  of  Virginia,  said  he,  too,  hoped 
the  resolution  would  pass,  not  that  he  apjnrdiended 
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that  the  facts  would  be  obtained  on  which  gentle- 
men seemed  to  calculate,  but  because,  wnen  a 
statement  is  presented  to  this  House  involving 
the  conduct  ot  any  department  of  the  Government, 
it  becomes  its  duty  to  examine  it  AiUy  and  impar- 
tially. On  princii>le,  he  said,  he  should  have  ob- 
jected to  the  adoption  of  the  resolution ;  for  he  was 
a  decided  advocate  of  the  separation  of  the  powers 
6f  Government,  and  of  permitting  each  depart- 
ment to  revolve  within  its  own  sphere.  For  the 
purpose,  however,  of  wiping  off  an  imputed  stain 
from  the  character  of  a  department  of  this  Gk)v- 
emment,  (over  which  presided  a  man  whose  rep- 
utation, great  as  it  now  was,  he  believed  would 
brighten  with  its  length  of  years,)  he  would  assent 
to  tnis  resolve.  But,  after  all,  on  what  foundation 
did  it  rest?  On  mere  newspaper  publications — 
fal^ications.  perhaps,  and  utterly  unworthy  of  be- 
ing made  tne  ground  of  any  proceediuji^  in  this 
House.  He  did  not  apprehend  to  this  inquiry  a 
result  which  he  should  deprecate  as  much  as  his 
friend  from  Geoma.  If  mdeed,  any  department, 
or  any  officer  of  this  Grovemment,  trespassed  on 
the  rights  of  any  citizen,  Mr.  S.  said  he  should  be 
among  the  first  to  urge  an  inquiry  and  inflict  ex- 
empli^ punishment  where  due.  He  was  desirous 
that  the  name  of  citizen  should  be  to  an  American 
citizen  what  it  had  once  been  to  the  Roman — a 
defender  and  protector  of  his  rights.  Hie  was  not, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  for  delaying  the  in- 
quiry a  moment.  As  the  statement,  by  being  made 
in  this  House,  had  received  win^  and  would  flv 
abroad  through  the  nation,  he  wished  to  have  full 
light  thrown  on  the  transaction  in  question. 

Mr.  Stobrs,  of  New  York,  rose  principallv  to 
state  a  fact,  in  corroboration  of  what  haa  fallen 
from  others.  He  had  himself  seen,  in  the  canton- 
ment at  Sackett's  Harbor,  punishment  inflicted  on 
soldiers  by  stripes ;  and,  when  it  had  been  a  sub- 
ject of  conversation  among^  the  officers,  it  had 
been  justified  oh  the  jiprouna  of  the  absolute  ne- 
cessity of  resorting  to  it.  There  were,  he  doubted 
not,  repeated  instances  like  this,  in  which,  under 
the  eves  of  the  officers,  the  articles  of  war  were 
openiv  violated.  The  soldier,  so  far  from  prefer- 
nnff  cnar^es  against  those  who  violated  these  rules 
to  nis  injury,  dared  not  even  murmur.  It  was 
very  proper  now,  Mr.  S.  said,  to  ascertain  whether 
any  orders  from  the  War  Department  authorized 
these  proceedings ;  and,  if  not,  it  was  desirable  to 
know  whv  proper  measures  had  not  been  taken  to 
prevent  tneir  recurrehce. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  that  although  enough  had 
been  said  to  convince  him  that  an  inquiry  into 
this  matter  by  the  Executive  was  already  on  foot, 
yet  he  considered  it  sufficient  to  justify  this  House 
m  making  a  call  on  the  Executive  for  information 
that  any  member  of  the  House  declared  that  he 
desired  that  information.  He  was  therefore  in  fit- 
Tor  of  the  resolution.  Mr.  L.  made  some  other 
remarks.  With  regard  to  the  incident  referred  to 
as  having  occurred  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  Mr. 
L.  said  it  had  no  connexion  with  that  which  is 
reported  lately  to  have  occurred,  (and  of  which 
he  heard  for  the  first  time  to-day,)  but  depended 
OQ  other  principles.    If  any  gentleman  believed 


that  habitual  violations  of  the  law  took  place,  in 
re^rd  to  the  infliction  of  punishment,  it  was  cer- 
tainly a  fit  subject  of  inquiry — so  much  a  matter 
of  course,  on  being  asked  for,  that  he  hoped  no  one 
would  object  to  it. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  it  struck  him,  at 
first  view,  that  the  resolution  might  be  taken  to 
imply  a  censure  on  the  Executive^  by  imputing  to 
it  a  knowledge  of  violations  of  tne  law,  without 
taking  measures  to  redress  them.  After  what  had 
been  said,  however,  he  should  not  further  object 
to  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobb  rose  only  to  say,  that,  as  far  as  his 
information  went,  the  punishments  he  had  refer- 
red to  had  been  inflicted  not  only  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Executive  apd  War  Depart- 
ment, but  contrary  to  their  known  wishes  and  in- 
junctions. 

Mr.  Williams  said,  with  re^rd  to  censure  of 
the  Executive,  it  was  no  part  o?  the  object  of  his 
motion,  nor  ot  the  motives  which  led  him  to  make 
it.  He  supposed,  on  such  abuses  being  known,  the 
most  prompt  and  effectual  means  would  be  taken 
by  the  Executive  to  correct  them ;  and  the  infor- 
mation to  that  effect,  which  the  resolution  might 
elicit,  would  redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Execu- 
tive. Ck>nfiding  in  the  integrity  and  ffood  dispo- 
sition of  the  gentleman  who  now  presides  over  the 
afikirs  of  the  nation,  he  believed  he  had  caused  the 
matter  to  be  inquired  into.  But  he  wished  offi- 
cially to  know  tne  fact ;  and  he  felt  persuaded, 
that,  if  the  President  himself  had  been  consulted 
in  regard  to  this  resolution,  he  would  have  wished 
it  to  pass. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  wished  the  resolu- 
tion to  lie  on  the  table.  He  had  no  objection  to 
the  inquiry,  but  to  the  generality  of  the  terms  of 
the  motion.  It  opened  too  wide  a  range,  in  call- 
ing for  information  of  every  military  execution 
within  five  years,  instead  ot  pointing  to  the  one 
referred  to  as  being  a  proper  subject  for  inquiry. 
With  regard  to  what  are  tauful  punishments,  said 
Mr.  T.,  the  President  may  entertain  one  opinion 
and  we  another.  We  know,  indeed,  this  House 
was,  at  the  last  session,  nearly  divided  in  opinion 
respecting  certain  punishments  inflicted  by  the 
Commander  of  our  Army  in  the  course  of  the 
Seminole  war.  To  avoid  a  complication  in  the 
inquiry  by  making  it  too  extensive,  Mr.  T.  said  he 
was  desirous  that  the  object  of  the  inqpiiry  should 
be  more  particularly  denned. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  wished  the  resolution 
to  lie  on  the  table,  not  that  he  would  refrain  from 
inquiry  into  this  subject,  but  because  he  had  it  from 
very  good  authority  that  a  court  martial  had  been 
instituted  on  the  case ;  that  its  nroceedings  were 
now  before  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  result  of  them  was  soon  expected  to  be 
promulgated.  Until  that  was  done,  he  should 
think  this  House  should  delay  any  proceedings  it 
might  think  proper  to  institute  relative  to  this 
matter. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  next  spoke.  Why. 
he  asked,  was  this  resolution  to  lie  on  the  table? 
Did  gentlemen  desire  to  make  an  informal  in- 
quiry on  the  subject  from  the  Executive,  or  some 
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kead  of  a  department,  and  bring  it  into  tke  House? 
If  an  inquiry  was  to  be  made  at  all,  had  it  not  better 
take  the  regular  course  now  proposed?  If  the 
facts  were  as  stated,  was  it  not  due  to  the  country 
that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  by  this  House,  and 
a  law  piBissed  lor  the  prevention  (»  such  abuses  of 
power  for  the  future?  The  fact,  as  stated,  ap- 
peared to  be,  that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
had  been  put  to  death  without  a  trial,  either  civil 
or  military.  A  reason  why  this  proposal  to  in- 
quire into  it  should  not  be  laid  on  the  table,  was, 
that,  if  the  facts  should  be  confirmed,  there  were 
other  and  higher  duties  than  those  of  inquiry 
merely  which  this  House  would  be  called  on  to 
perform.  It  would  be  found,  on  an  examination 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  that,  after  convic- 
tion by  a  court  martial,  a  commandinjor  officer  may 
approve  a  ^sentence  of  death ;  but,  m  peace,  no 
nuiitary  execution  could  legally  take  place  but  by 
aAprobatioB  and  authority  of  toe  President  of  tl^ 
United  States.  Now^  here  was  a  case  stated,  in 
which  death  had  been  inflicted,  not  only  without 
the  authority  of  the  President,  but  without  trial  by 
a  court  martial.  If  tke  law  martial  is  not  strong 
enough  to  prevent  such  excesses,  said  Mr.  T.,  we 
must  try  some  different  mode. 

Mr.  Mbroer,  of  Virginia,  said  it  appeared  to 
him  thatj  upon  the  information  which  had  been 
given  to  it,  it  had  now  become  the  imperious  duty 
of  the  House  to  prosecute  this  inquiry — ^not  only 
for  the  reasons  stated,  but  because  it  had  been  as- 
serted, and  contended  even  in  this  House,  that  the 
mke  and  articles  for  the  government  of  the  army 
are  not  binding^  on  the  army  after  it  passes  the 
limits  of  the  United  States.  If  such  were  the  fact, 
it  was  high  time  some  rules  should  be  made  for 
the  government  of  the  army  when  without  the 
limits  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts^  although  he  did 
not  approve  the  mode  of  the  inqmry  proposed,  was 
yet  opposed  to  the  motion's  beins  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  pro- 
posed, but  he  was  not  for  submitting  the  question 
for  the  decision  of  the  Executive  what  military 
executions  had  been  le^l  or  otherwise.  That 
was  a  question  which  this  House  ought  to  decide 
for  itself.  If  the  motion  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the 
table  ^uld  not  prevail,  he  said  he  should  pro- 
pose an  amendment,  the  object  of  which  would 
oe,  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Afiairs,  and  not  to  the  Executive.  All  the 
information  in  possession  of  the  Executive  could 
be  obtained  by  them,  as  well  as  information  from 
other  quarters,  which  mj^ht  be  very  different  from 
that  in  the  possession  ot  the  Executive.  Mr.  H. 
said  he  would  not  have  the  inquiry  limited.  It 
was  enough  for  him  that  the  blood  of  a  citizen 
had  been  shed;  it  was  enoueh  for  him  that  he 
had  heard  so,  to  authorize  the  institution  of  an 
inquiry.  When  a  soldier  was  slain  by  his  officer, 
or  Dv  the  orders  of  his  officer,  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  House  to  inquire  into  it.  and  in  the  mode 
most  likely  to  be  effectual — which,  in  his  opinion, 
was  by  referring  the  subject  to  a  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  reso- 


lution on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  negative 
without  a  division. 

Mr.  Holmes  then  proposed  the  amendment 
above  indicated. 

This  motion  save  rise  to  some  discussion,  in 
which  Messrs.  Williams,  Holmes,  Strother, 
and  Lowndes,  took  part;  which  eventuated  in  the 
amendment  being  ne^tived — 90  to  73. 

The  original  motion  of  Mr.  Wiluams  was 
then  agreed  ta  nem,  con,,  and  a  committee  of  two 
members  ordered  to  be  appointed  to  lay  the  same 
before  the  President. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAYSRT. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said  he  rose  to  in- 
vite the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  subject  of  very 
great  moment.  The  question  of  slavery  in  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, it  was  well  known,  had  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  excited  feelings,  both  in  the  House 
and  out  of  it,  the  recurrence  of  which  he  sinccrdy 
deprecated.  All  who  love  our  country,  and  con- 
sider the  Union  of  these  States  as  the  ark  of  its 
safety,  must  ever  view  with  deep  regret  sectional 
interests  agitating^  our  national  councils.  Mr.  T. 
said  he  could  not  nimself,  nor  would  he  ask  others, 
to  make  a  sacrifice  of  principle  to  expediency.  He 
could  never  sanction  the  existence  of  slavery 
where  it  could  be  excluded  consistently  with  the 
Constitution  and  public  faith.  But  it  oujrht  not 
to  be  forgotten  that  the  American  family  is  com* 
posed  of  many  members ;  if  their  interests  are  va- 
rious, they  mutually  must  be  respected ;  if  their 
preiudices  are  strong,  thev  must  be  treated  with 
forbearance.  He  did  not  know  wiiether  concilia- 
tion were  practicable,  but  he  considered  the  attain- 
ment worthy  of  an  effort.  He  was  desirous  that 
the  question  should  be  settled  in  that  spirit  of 
amity  and  brotherly  love  which  carried  us  mroagh 
the  perils  of  a  Revolution,  and  produced  the  adop- 
tion of  our  Federal  Constitution.  If  the  resolu- 
tion he  was  about  to  introduce  should  be  sanctioned 
by  the  House,  it  was  his  purpose  to  move  a  post- 
ponement of  the  Missouri  bill  to  a  future  day,  tlttt 
this  interesting  subject,  in  rdation  to  the  whole 
Western  territory,  ma3r  be  submitted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  a  committee.  Mr.  T.  then  intro- 
duced the  following  resolution: 

^  Rcfolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
qoire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibitiDg  by  law  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  terriroriei  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi.'* 

Mr.  Str  OTHER  made  a  few  remarks,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was,  that,  although  the  question 
was  already  before  the  House,  as  mvolved  in  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  the  Missouri  Territory 
into  the  Union,  )ret,  when  a  proposition  was  made 
haying  for  its  object  a  compromise  of  conflicting 
opinions,  it  became  members  to  meet  it  in  a  spirit 
of  harmony.  He  proposed,  however,  that  the 
profjosition  should  lie  on  the  table  till  to-morrow, 
to  give  time  for  reflection  on  it. 

Mr.  Taylor  assenting  to  this  course,  the  mo- 
tion was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

And,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 
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Wbdwesday,  December  15. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit;  from  Maryland, 
Thomas  Batlt,  and  from  South  Carolina.  James 
Ervin,  appeared,  produced  their  credentials,  were 
qualified,  and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  9th  instant,  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the 
payment  for  horses  and  other  property  lost,  cap- 
tured, or  destroyed  in  the  Semmole  war ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  lay  before  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives the  several  topographical  reports  that 
have  been  made  to  the  War  Department,  in  pur- 
suance of  instructions  to  that  effect,  respecting  the 
practicability  of  uniting  by  a  canal  the  waters  of 
the  IlUnois  river,  and  those  of  Lake  Michigan, 
and  such  other  inibrmation  as  he  may  be  in  pos- 
session of  on  that  subject. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morton,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instracted  to  inquire  whe- 
ther, in  anv  case,  further  time  than  is  alreadv  pre- 
scribed by  law  oxieht  to  be  allowed  for  the  reaemp- 
tion  of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxes,  and  purchased 
pursuant  to  law  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pr£8ID£nt 
OF  THE  United  States,  which  was  read,  and  is 
as  follows : 
To  tkeSemaieof  ike  United  States.' 

In  coafermitj  with  the  reflation  of  the  House  of 
BapraieotatiTet,  of  the  24th  of  February  Uet,  I  now 
tnasmit  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  ex- 
trade  and  copiee  of  aeveral  lettere,  touching  the  caosee 
of  the  imprieonraeDt  of  William  White,  an  American 
dtiztBf  at  Buenoe  Avres. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washiitotov,  Uih  December,  1819. 

The  Hoiiae  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
th€  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Wor- 
thii^stoa ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little, 
4t  Co^  and  Harman  Hendricks,  of  New  Yorit ; 
and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John .  Qooding  and 
James  WiihaiBa ;  and,  after  aome  time  spent  there- 
in, the  flwd  bilk  were  reported  without  anioid- 
ment,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  severally 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Spsakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navv,  stating  that  a  deficien- 
cy exists  to  a  considerable  amount  in  the  appro- 
priations of  the  present  year^  for  the  support  ot  the 
naval  establishment,  principally  occasioned  by 
fitting  out  squadrons  for  the  suppression  of  the 
alave  trade,  and  of  piracy,  and  soliciting  that  ap- 
propriations may  be  UMde  to  cover  the  same,  as 
also  a  partial  appropiation  for  the  service  of  the 
ensuing  year ;  whicn  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Conmuttee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Spkakbr  laid  befiwe  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  his  report  on 
the  petition  of  James  Leander  Caucart,  referred 
to  Jum  by  an  order  of  this  House,  passed  at  the 
first  session  of  the  fifteenth  Conjgiess ;  which  re- 
pert  was  read,  and,  together  with  the  petition  of 


the  said  Catheart,  referred  to  the  Comanittee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  HfiRBicK  ofiered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**Re»olped,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs 
be  instracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  eetab- 
Uibing  by  law  an  additional  national  armory,  [and  alao 
iato  the  expediency  of  locating  the  same  on  the  Maak- 
ingom  river,  at  the  town  of  Zanesnlle,  in  the  Stats  of 
Ohio."] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lownobs,  in  order  to  leave 
the  inquiry  in  its  broadest  shape,  and  to  make  it 
wholly  unobjectionable,  the  resolution  was  amend- 
ed by  striking  out  the  words  in  brackets ;  and,  thus 
amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSION  LAW. 

Mr.  Rich,  of  Venoiont,  in  offerin^^  the  following 
resolution,  said  that  it  was  a  sufllcient  reason  for 
an  inquiry  into  the  subject  of  it,  that  it  had  pro- 
doeed  considerable  excitement  throughout  the 
coumry.  Either  from  defect  in  the  law  or  in  the 
adaunistraticm  of  the  law,  or  becanse  of  the  total 
impracticability  of  giving  due  efiect  to  the  law,  it 
was  believed  that  tke  intentions  of  Congress  in 
passing  it  had  not  been  fiilfilled.  It  was  proper 
that  the  subject  should  be  fully  examined,  and  the 
defects  be  remedied,  if  susoei^hLe  of  remedy ;  or 
that  the  law  shoold  be  repealed  altogether.  Mr. 
R.  then  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following  re- 
solve: 

**  Resohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Revolutionaf; 
Penaione  be  instracted  to  inquire  int6  the  manner  to 
which  the  act  of  the  I8th  of  Maroh,  1818,  has  been 
eseouted;  aacertaining,  as  ftr  as  may  be  practicable, 
the  class  or  classes  of  cases  which  it  has  been  cod- 
strued  to  embrace,  and  such  as  havo  been  excluded 
from  its  proviaiMia:  whether  tht  objeets  contenplated 
by  its  passage  hav«  been,  or  probably  will  be,  effeotsd 
by  the  opera tioas  of  the  law ;  and,  if  not,  whether  it 
be  susceptible  of  such  amendments  as  will  iasare  the 
accomplishment  of  ^ose  ot^ects ;  that,  in  case  it  dull 
be  ascertained  that  from  fraadnlent  practices  under 
the  law,  for  which  no  effectual  remedy  oan  be  applied, 
or  from  any  other  cause,  the  original  objects  of  it  are 
unattainable,  the  said  committee  inquire  into  the  «x- 
pediency  of  its  repeal." 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  opposition. 

RESTRICTION  OP  SLAVERY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlob,  of  New  York,  the 
House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution yesterday  offered  by  him,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

Resolvsd,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  by  law  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  it  was  not  his  purpose  to  go 
into  any  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  proposi- 
tion ;  nor,  he  believed,  would  any  discussion  assist 
the  end  he  had  in  view.  If  a  compromise  of  (mpo- 
site  opinions  was  to  be  effected,  it  appeared  to  nun 
better  that  a  committee  should  be  appointed  to 
examine  into  it,  and  make  their  report ;  and  that 
the  question  should  not  be  moved  in  this  Hooie 
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until  that  committee  should  have  expended  their 
hest  eflforts  on  this  object. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate, 
on  agreeing  to  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  without  a  division.  A  committee  of 
seven  members  was  ordered  to  be  appointed  accord- 
ingly; and  Messrs.  Taylor,  Livbrmorb,  Bar- 
bour, Lowndes^  Fuller,  Hardin,  and  Cuts- 
BBRT,  were  appomted  a  committee  pursuant  to  the 
said  resolution. 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  to  postpone,  until  the 
^rst  Monda)r  in  February  next,  the  oraer  of  the 
day  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  convention  of  the 
people  of  Missouri  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a 
constitution  and  State  government. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  he  thought  the  day  which 
was  proposed  for  the  postponement  was  too  dis- 
tant ;  and  that  the  question  whether  any  compro- 
mise could  be  effected  might  be  decided  m  a  much 
less  time  than  that.  He  could  hardly  suppose  that 
the  glimpse  of  the  possibility  of  a  compromise, 
which  had  appeared,  ought  to  induce  the  House 
so  long  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  mea- 
sure. He  did  not  desire  to  act  on  the  subject  im- 
mediatelv,  but  wished  it  to  lie  on  the  list  of  (or- 
ders of  the  day  untU  the  House  was  ready  to  take 
it  up« 

Mr.  LivERMORE,  of  New  Hampshire,  observed, 
that  the  Missouri  Question  was  ot  great  moment, 
and  deserving  of  full  consideration,  and  one  that 
was  unfortunately  calculated  to  excite  irritation. 
He  therefore  hoped  that  it  would  be  postponed  to 
a  late  day  in  the  session,  that  other  business  of  a 
pressing  nature  might  be  first  disposed  of.  It  could 
not  be  material  whether  Missouri  be  made  a  State 
this  day  or  at  the  end  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  SooTT,  delegate  from  Minouri,  said  he 
hoped  that  the  proposition  to  postpone  till  the  first 
Monday  of  February  would  not  succeed.  It  was 
of  vast  importance  to  the  people  of  Missouri  that 
an  immediate  decision  should  be  made  on  this 
question.  If  the  bill  passed  at  an  eariy  day,  the 
|>eople  would  then  have  time  to  meet  in  conven- 
tion, form  their  constitution,  organize  their  gov- 
ernment, elect  members  to  a  general  assembly,  on 
whom  it  would  devolve  to  choose  Senators  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States.  I^  on  the  other 
hand,  the  bill  ultimately  was  lost,  it  was  equally 
necessary  that  the  people  should  be  soon  apprized 
of  its  failure,  that  they  might  have  time  to  act  for 
themselves,  and  frame  a  form  of  government, 
which  he  was  convinced  they  would  do,  without 
waiting  to  again  apjjly  to  Congress  for  the  mere 
means  of  organization.  The  resolution  which 
had  been  adopted  furnished  no  good  reason  for  the 
postponement,  because  it  only  proposed  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  the  measure  in  relation  to 
the  Territories,  and  could  not  control  the  Consti- 
tutional inquiry  and  right  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  their  constitution  as  a  State. 

Mr.  Taylor  replied.  With  regard  to  the  pros- 
pect of  success  to  his  proposition,  he  could  only 
lay,  without  knowing  the  opinion  of  any  other 
member,  that  he  had  a  sincere  disposition  to  ac- 
complish the  object  of  the  proposition  he  had  sub- 
mitted.   And,  sliould  he  fail  of  his  object,  it  ap- 


peared to  him  the  first  Monday  in  Fdmiary  wpuki 
be  time  enough  to  commence  what  he  feared  would 
be  a  most  unprofitable  and  unproductive  discus- 
sion.  With  respect  to  the  people  of  Missouri,  Mr. 
T.  said,  it  would  be  time  enough  for  them,  he  pre- 
sumed, after  the  first  Monday  in  February,  or  even 
after  tney  learnt  the  decision  of  this  House,  to  elect 
a  convention  and  form  a  constitution  without  the 
authority  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Anderson,  of  Kentucky,  was  opposed  to 
the  proposed  postponement  The  discussion  of 
thb  bill  might  Well  ffo  on,  without  reference  to  the 
object  embraced  by  Uie  vote  of  this  morning,  which 
had  no  bearing  on  the  question  whether  or  not  one 
of  the  Territories  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union.  With  record  to  the  discus.sion,  which  it 
was  supposed  woiud  be  disagreeable,  Mr.  A.  asked 
whether  that  on  the  report  of  the  committee  this 
day  ordered  to  be  appointed  would  be  less  so? 
The  two  questions  embrace  the  same  points. 
Even  the  complete  success  of  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  could  not  prevent 
the  ouscussion  on  the  question^  which  must  arise 
during  the  session  on  the  admission  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Missouri  into  the  Union^  He  hoped  the 
postponement  would  not  take  place. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  was  opposed  to  so 
lonffja  postponement  as  was  proposed ;  because, 
the^erritory  possessing  the  requisite  population, 
dec.,  every  moment's  dday,  considering  tne  prac- 
tice of  the  Government  heretofore,  was  an  infrac- 
tion of  its  rights.  Mr.  M.  particulariy  desired, 
when  this  question  was  taken  up,  that  it  should 
not  be  by  surprise,  in  such  manner  as  to  deprive 
gentlemen  of  the  opportunity  of  expressing  their 
opinions  on  it.  He  himself  hadj  he  said,  at  the 
last  Confess,  taken  some  pride  m  recording  bis 
vote  against  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
Territories  of  the  United  States,  because  tlmt  mea- 
sure was  within  the  fair  scope  of  the  legislative 
power.  At  the  same  time,  he  considered  it  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  solemn  obligations  to  respect 
the  Constitution,  for  Congress  to  clog  the  admis- 
sion of  any  independent  State  into  the  Union  with 
any  condition  whatever,  except  that  the  constitu- 
tion formed  for  its  government  should  be  repub- 
lican. He  conclude  by  moving  the  2d  Monday 
of  January  as  the  day  to  which  the  bill  should  tie 
postponed.  •    ' 

And,  on  the  question,  the  order  of  the  day  on  the 
Missouri  bill  was  postponed  to  the  second  Monday 
in  January. 


Thursday,  December  16. 

Two  other  members,  to  wit:  from  Vermont  Ee- 
RA  Meech,  and  from  Delaware,  Willard  Hall, 
appeared,  produced  their  credentmls,  were  qualified, 
and  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  memorial  and  re- 
monstrance of  the  American  Convention  for  pro- 
moting the  abolition  of  slavery,  held  in  Philadd- 
phia  on  the  5th  of  October  1819;  representmg 
their  strong  apprehensions  of  the  evil  consequen- 
ces which  must  inevitably  result  to  the  United 
States,  by  enlarging  the  spiiere  and  protmcting  the 
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duration  of  domestic  slavery  ^  and  respectfully  re- 
monstrating against  the  admission  into  the  Union 
of  any  new  State  or  States  which  may  hereafter 
be  formed,  unless  on  the  conditions  that  the  further 
introduction  of  slavery  therein  be  prohibited ;  and 
that  the  duration  of  slavery  therein  be  confined  to 
tbose  who  shall  be  held  in  such  bondage  at  the 
time  of  their  admission. — Referred  to  the  com- 
mittee appointed  yesterday  to  inquire  into  the  pro- 
jnriety  of  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  mto 
the  territories  west  of  the  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Sbrosant  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that,  in  the  admission  of  the  Mis* 
souri  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  provi- 
sion may  be  made  for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of 
slavery  within  the  same;  which  memorial  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which 
ia  committed  the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  ^vernment^  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
State  into  the  Umon,on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  States. 

Mr.  BALnwuf  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  western  counties  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  nraying  that  other  and  further  mea- 
muea  may  be  adopted  for  the  security  and  encour- 
agement of  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  RiNQOOLn  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Washington  county,  in  the 
State  of  Maryland. — Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  Jaeob  Purkill,  praying  compensation  for  a  ne- 
gro man  who  was  impr^sed  into  the  public  ser- 
vice to  do  fatigue  duty,  near  New  Orleans,  during 
the  military  operations  in  that  neighborhood  in  the 
late. war  with  Ghreat  Britain;  in  which  service, 
beinff  extremely  severer  he  contracted  a  disease,  of 
whicn  he  died  in  a  short  time — ^Referred  to  the . 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Ross  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  Congress 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  will  abolish  the  practice 
of  privateering ;  which  memorial  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

Mr.'  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Philip  C.  S.  Barbour,  which  was  read :  when  Mr. 
C.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  teffal  repre- 
sentative of  Philip  Barbour,  deceased ;  which  was 
read  twice,  aod  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
James  Huffhes.  which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  A. 
reported  abill  for  the  relief  of  said  James  Hughes ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

^  fiir.  Sbroeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
^iarr,  reported  a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  sys- 
tem or  benKruptcy  throughout  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
millee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
16th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 24 


merce,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Beck  db  Har- 
vey ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House. 

The  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Denton,  Little  dc  Co.,  and  of  Harman  Hen- 
dricks, of  New  York,"  was  read  the  third  time  and 


The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gad  Worth- 
ington  (for  allowing,  in  settlement  at  the  Treasury, 
for  a  sum  of  money,  of  which  the  deputv  of  one 
of  the  collectors  of  internal  duties  was  roboed)  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?"  it  was  decided  in  the  negative^-^  to 
56.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Good- 
ine  and  J.  Williams  was  read  a  third  time. 

[This  bill  proposes  to  allow  to  those  persons 
twenty-two  hundred  dollars  (under  the  act  allow- 
ing one  hundred  dollars  for  each  prisoner  brought 
into  port  during  the  late  war  by  privateers)  for 
twenty- two  slaves  so  brought  in.  and  receipted  for 
by  the  marshal  of  the  district  wnere  the  vessel  ar- 
rived.] 

The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  supported  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland ; 
and  was  rejected. 

PETITION  OF  SAMUEL  G.  ADAMS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  unfavora- 
ble report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  made  yes- 
terday on  the  petition  of  Samuel  G.  Adams;  and, 
the  same  being  read, 

Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  reverse  the  report,  and  di- 
rect the  Committee  of  Claims  to  report  a  bill  for 
hb  relief 

[The  case  is  substantially  this:  S.  G.  Adams 
was  commander  of  a  detachment  of  militia  during 
the  late  war ;  and,  on  their  being  discharged,  he, 
as  agent  for  those  under  his  command,  the  paymas- 
ter Ming  without  funds,  received  his  due-bill  for 
the  amount,  and  gave  a  receipt  on  the  pay-roll. 
For  the  payment  of  this  bill  he  applies  Xo  Con- 
gress. The  committee  report,  that  the  responsi- 
bility for  the  amount  of  the  pay,  had,  by  the  trans- 
action above  described,  been  transferred  from  Ae 
Government  to  the  individual  who  was  the  pay- 
master, and  who  gave  the  bill ;  and  that  ther^oee 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  not  reasonable,  and 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

Mr.  Tyler  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  con- 
tending^ that  the  paymaster  was  the  agent  or  attor- 
ney of  the  €rOvernment  in  the  transaction,  and 
the  Government  was  equitably  if  not  legally  bound 
by  his  acts.  It  was  a  question  for  Uie  magna- 
mmity  of  the  House,  whether  the  fraud  of  the  agent 
of  the  Government  ought  to  be  allowed  to  denrive 
of  hb  pay  the  poor  soldier,  whose  services  had  oeen 
earnestly  invited  and  cheerfully  rendered,  during 
the  war. 

Mr.  Williams  replied.  To  admit  such  a  claim, 
he  contended,  would  be  to  establish  a  precedent 
for  endless  frauds  on  the  Government,  by  collusive 
practices  between  claimants  and  the  agents  of  the 
Government.  It  was  due  to  the  state  of  the  finan- 
ces, at  this  time— which  he  had  understood  from 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  were 
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nearly  exhausted — to  guard  them  against  lavish 
disbursement;  though  in  the  most  prosperous 
times  no  claim  ouffht  to  be  allowed  against  the 
Govemmeiit,  which,  the  circumstances  being  the 
same,  would  not  be  good  against  an  indiyidual. 
-  Mr.  Tyler  contended  that,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstancesj  the  claim  would  have  been  unques- 
tionably ffood  against  an  individual. 

The  subject  excited  considerable  interest.  Other 
gentlemen  spoke  on  the  subject,,  viz:  Mr.  Pinck- 
NBY,  Mr.  Rich,  Mr.  Bru&h,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr. 
Gross. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  House  divided  on 
the  proposed  amendment;  which  was  negatived 
by  a  considerable  majority ;  and  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  was  concurred  in. 


Friday,  December  17. 

Mr.  BuFFOM  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing that  other  and  further  measures  may  be  adop- 
ted for  the  security  and  encouragement  of  the 
manufacturinjif  interest  of  the  country, — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures..     ^ 

Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  man- 
ufacturers and  venders  of  American  manufactured 
paper,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts^  praying  that 
the  duty  imposed  on  foreign  paper  imported  into 
the  United  States  may  be  changed  from  an  ad 
valorem  to  a  specific  duty. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce. 

Mr.  FoLGER  presented  an  address  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends,  of 
New  England,  expressive  of  their  disapprobation 
of  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the  territories  or 
States  west  of^  the  Mississippi  river ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  15th 
instant,  to  in()uire  into  the  propriety  of  prohibiting 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  said  territories. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Sebretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  expense  of  furnishing  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  with  rations  for  the  term  of  one 
year,  ending  on  the  14th  of  April,  1818,  exhibiting 
the  average  cost  per  ration.  And,  also,  of  the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  the  Army  with  rations ;  exhib- 
iting, also,  the  average  cost  per  ration,  for  the  term 
of  one  year,  under  the  provisions  of  the  law  passed 
on  the  14th  April,  1818,  entitled  "An  act  to  regu- 
kte  the  staff  of  the  Army." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the  future 
sale  of  public  lands  in  half  quarter  sections,  and 
the  propriety  of  reducing  their  present  price. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Robertson,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  laws  regu- 
lating the  sales  of  the  vacant  lands  of  the  United 

States,  that,  from  and  after  the dav  of r, 

no  credit  shall  be  given  thereon,  and  a  less  quan- 
tity may  be  purchased,  and  at  a  less  price  than  is 
authorized  by  the  existing  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mt.  Woodbridoe,  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands  w^e  instructed  to  inquire 


into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for  the 
final  adjustment  of^the  ancient  titles  to  land  with- 
in the  Territory  of  Michiffan. 

Mr.  Rich  submitted  the  following  resc^utioii, 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe : 

Rewhed,  That  the  Committee  of  Uleimv  be  im- 
•tructed  to  prepare  imd  report  a  bill  providing  for  ihe 
4iatribation  of  a  sura  of  money  among  each  of  tbe 
citisent  of  the  United  States  aa  lost  their  fropertj  in 
consequence  of  the  general  eonflagralton,  by  the  ene- 
my, on  the  Niagara  frontier  during  the  late  war. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
sundry  statements  relative  to  the  mtemal  duties 
and  direct  tax,  as  required  by  the  thirty-third  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  the  22d  Jdy,  1813 ;  wbich  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Warfielo  offered  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolve: 

JU$olvedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
inatmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasiBg 
the  pay  of  jurors  for  the  Circuit  Courts  of  the  Uottsd 
States  for  the  district  of  Maryland. 

The  resolution,  having  been  amended  by  ex- 
tending it  to  the  District  Courts,  and  by  sthking 
out  the  concluding  words,  ''for  the.district  of  Ma- 
ryland," so  as  to  make  the  inquiry  general,  was 
agreed  to. 

The  House  spent  some  time  in  CoQimittee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  Thomas 
Carr  and  others ;  but,  without  having  gone  through 
the  same,  reported  progress,  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again. 

In  like  manner,  some  ^me  was  spent  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  J.  S.  Smith  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  L.  J.  BeanUeu. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  being  one  of  the  maiority  who 
yesterday  voted  to  reject  the  bill  for  the  relief  <^ 
J.  Gk)odin£r  and  T.  Williams,  moved  now  to  re- 
consider the  said  vote ;  which  motion  was  decided 
in  the  negative. 

The  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Mow  DAY,  Decemb^  20. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State ;  which  peti- 
tions respectively  pray,  that  Congress  will  adopt 
such  other  and  further  measures  as  will  aflEbrd 
effectual  encouragement  and  security  to  the  amn- 
ufacturing  interest  of  the  country. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Manuiactures. 

Mr.  Sergeant  also  presented  petitions  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phil- 
adelphia, praying  that,  in  the  admission  of  the 
Missouri  Territory  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  pro- 
vision may  be  made  for  the  perpetual  exclusion  of 
slavery  within  the  same. — Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Newton  presented  a  petition  of  the  mer- 
chants and  other  inhabitants  of  the  bcurough  of 
Norfolk,  in  the  State  of  Virginia,  praying  lor  the 
establishment  of  a  i^niform  system  of  bimkmptcy 
thrqughout  the  Umted  States. — ^Referred  to  t^ 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  for  that  purpose. 
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Mr.  Kbht  presented  a  petition  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Infirmary  in  the  City  of  Washing- 
ton^ praying  Congress  to  j^vide  for  the  support 
and  mainteBance  of  such  persons  as  have  heen  in 
dbe  army  or  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  may 
eome  to  the  Seat  of  Government  to  obtain  a  pen- 
sion, or  to  settle  their  accounts,  and  who  may  be 
vnaue  to  support  themselves — Referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
the  navy  of  the  united  States  for  the  year  1819; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  military  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  year  1820;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Conmiittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  whom  was  referred  an  inqidry  into  the 
expediency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  jurors  in  the 
eirctutand  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
made  a  report,  stating  that  the  pay  at  present  al- 
lowed is  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  day, 
for  each  day's  attendance,  and  nve  cents  a  mile  in 
travelling  to  and  from  court;  that  the  committee 
are  not  aware  of  any  good  reason  for  increasing 
this  compensation;  and  requesting  to  be  discharg- 
ed from  the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
The  report  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

Two  Messages  were  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  the  first  of  which,  on  the 
subject  of  the  slave  trade,  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  that  subject  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  other  Message,  on  the  subiect  of  printing 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which  framed  the 
Constitution,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS. 
'  Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  memorial  of  the  surviving  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  armv,  made  a  report  thereon, 
favorable  to  the  prayer  ol  the  petitioners,  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  for  their  relief;  which  bill  was 
read  twice,  and  committed.  The  report  is  as 
follows : 

Th«  memorialiitc  represent  that,  by  the  resolve  of 
the  SUt  of  October,  1780,  CongreM  sttpuleted  that 
bftlf-pty  for  life  should  be  allowed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Revi^Qtiooery  army  who  should  continue  in  service 
till  the  end  of  the  war ;  that  they  did  continue  in  ser- 
vice till  the  end  of  the  war,  and  therefore  became  enti- 
tled to  the  benefit  of  the  contract  thus  entered  into 
with  them  by  their  couotrv ;  that  this  contract  ha3  not 
been  fulfilled,  and  they  are  now  entitled  to  ask  its 
fulfilment. 

They  further  represent  that  the  commutation  offered 
and  received  under  the  resolve  of  the  22d  of  March, 
1783,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  cancelling  the 
obligation  of  the  Government,  or  impairing  the  claims 
of  the  officers,  because  it  was  itself  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Government  of  its  incapacity  at  that  time 
to  folfil  the  contract ;  because  it  was  offered,  no(  to 
individaals,  but  to  tinea  and  corps,  for  their  accept- 
ance, which  gave  an  undue  inflaenoe  to  officers  of  age 
and  ranJc,  wlu>  were  likely  to  be  gainers  by  the  arrange- 


ment, and  did  not  affi>rd  a  Ml  opportunity  to  the 
younger  officers  of  inferior  grade,  who  were  chielK 
interested  in  retaining  the  half-pay  for  life,  and  exclud- 
ed altogether  fit>m  a  voice  in  the  dectston  many  mer^ 
itorious  officers,  whose  lines  had  been  broken  np  by 
the  casualties  of  war ;  because,  also,  it  was  offered  to 
men  whose  necessities  obliged  them  to  accept  what 
they  could  obtain  for  the  immediate  supply  of  their 
wants ;  and,  finally,  because  the  commutation  was  net, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  and  was  intended  to  be,  an 
equivalent  to  the  half-pay  for  life. 

Referring  to  a  report  made  to  the  House  in  the 
month  of  January,  1810,  a  copy  of  which  accompanies 
the  present  report,  and  contains  at  length  the  several 
resoWes  of  Congress,  and  the  principal  feets  and  argu- 
ments having  relation  to  the  claim,  the  committee 
proceed  respecUuHy  to  submit  their  views  of  the  nature 
of  the  case,  and  of  the  obligations  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  thence  arising. 

ft  is  not  necessary  to  remind  the  House,  either  of 
the  merit  or  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  by  the 
memorialists  to  their  country.  History  has  already 
consecrated  the  one,  and  the  other  is  sufficiently  at- 
tested, in  a  manner  that  must  appeal  to  the  best  feel- 
ings of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  by  the  rapid 
growth  and  eminently  happy  condition  of  that  coun- 
try, for  which  they  devoted  the  most  valuable  portion 
of  their  lives;  for  which  they  took  up  their  swords; 
and  for  which,  too,  with  no  less  patriotism,  they  laid 
them  down  when  her  liberty  and  independence  had 
been  efiectuaify  secured.  I^  in  behalf  of  this  interest- 
ing remnant  of  the  officers  of  the  Revolution,  of  all 
that  remains  to  us  to  cherish  of  the  gallant  and  illus- 
trious band  who  have  done  so  much  for  us,  an  appeal 
were  made  to  the  national  sense  of  gratitude,  we  pre- 
sume respectfiilly  to  say  that  it  could  scarcely  be  re- 
sisted. It  would  then  be  recollected  that  these  sur- 
vivors are  precisely  the  men  who  have  made  the  great- 
est sacrifices  for  their  country,  as,  from  the  time  that 
has  since  elapsed,  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  them 
must  have  spent  in  her  service  that  very  portion  of 
life  when,  according  to  the  order  of  nature,  the  habits 
are  formed,  and  the  acquirements  made,  which  in  a 
great  measure  determine  its  future  fortune  and  char- 
acter; and  that,  while  they  were  thus  generously  pre- 
paring for  the  nation  an  abundant  harvest  of  political 
and  social  happiness,  they  gave  up  the  onhr  opportu- 
nity for  themselves  of  becoming  qualified  for  any  oc- 
cupation which  in  time  of  peace  could  assure  to  them 
the  means  even  of  a  comfortable  subsistence.  If  acci- 
dental good  fortune,  or  distinguished  capacity,  or  the 
good  feelings  of  their  fellow-citizens,  displayed  in  se- 
lecting them  for  public  offices  of  profit,  have  placed 
some  of  them  above  the  reach  of  want,  it  i%  neverthe- 
less, believed  that  there  are  many  who  have  liule  to 
console  them  in  the  prime  of  life  but  the  recollection  of 
the  share  they  have  contributed  in  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  their  country's  independence.  To  all  such,  how 
welcome  and  how  gladdemng  would  be  the  substantial 
manifosUtion  of  that  oountry's  gratitude !  A  provision 
for  their  few  remaining  years  would  alleviate  the  suf- 
ferings of  age ;  and  the  veteran  of  the  Revolution  would 
feel  continually,  and  be  quickened  and  animated  by 
the  feeling,  that  the  time  he  had  devoted  to  the  public 
service  was  not  to  himself  altogether  waste  and  unpro- 
fitable; that  his  exertions  and  his  sufferings  were  not 
altogether  overlooked;  but,  by  a  natural  and  honorable 
return,  that  countnr,  whose  infiuicy  he  had  aided  br 
his  sword  to  gnani,  now,  in  the  di^  of  her  strength 
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and  her  proiperity»  extended  ber  hftiid  to  MoAbe  tsdlo 
Mppibrt  the  weaknoM  of  hit  declining  yean. 

ft  is  not,  however,  upon  gronnde  like  theie  thet  the 
memorialiste  rest  their  application.    They  claim  upon 
the  footing  of  ri^t,  maintaining,  jour  committee  re- 
apectAiUy  anbmit,  with  great  force,  that  what  they  aik 
for  ia  doe  to  them  by  contract.    In  the  examination  of 
Ibis  claim,  it  appears  to  the  committee  that  towards 
BMn  whose  merits  are  so  nnqnestionable,  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  be  gnided  by  principles  of  liberal  justice, 
having  regard  to  all  the  circumstances,  giving  them  all 
their  due  weight,  and  even  where  there  might  be  some 
doubt  upon  the  application  of  the  rules  that  govern  be- 
tween man  and  man,  Uy  incline  in  favor  of  the  memo- 
rialists.   With  this  explanation  the  committee  beg 
leave  to  state,  that  they  consider  the  resolve  of  the  21at 
of  October,  1760,  as  a  contmct  between  the  Govem- 
meni  and  the  officers*  freely  and  voluntarily  entered 
into  at  a  time  when  both  parties  were  at  liberty  in  re- 
gard to  the  subject  of  it,  and  stipulating,  as  the  con- 
sideration on  the  part  of  the  officers,  their  future  ser- 
vices until  the  end  of  the  war,  whatever  might  be  its 
duration.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  the  stipulated 
service  was  rendered,  nor  that  it  was  eminently  useiuK 
But  it  deserves  to  be  remembered,  in  connexion  with 
all  which  subsequently  occurred,  that,  after  the  officer 
had  rendered  the  service,  he  had  no  further  reliance 
but  upon  the  faith  and  ability  of  the  Government. 
This  was  his  condition  when  the  resolve  of  the  32d  of 
March,  1783,  was  adopted.   The  preliminaries  of  peace 
bad  been  signed,  the  army  was  about  to  be  disbandedy 
and  he  to  be  thrown  into  society,  there  to  seek  his  live- 
lihood by  civil  pursuits,  for  which  the  tenor  of  his  pre- 
ceding life  was  calculated  only  to  disqualify  him.  Had 
he,  Dndtr  the  pressure  of  circumstances  so  urgent,  and 
growing  out  of  his  previous  services,  assented  to  the 
commutation,  his  country  could  scarcely  deem  it  a 
voluntary  assent,  but  rather  a  submission  to  an  uncon- 
trollable and  instant  necessity,  which  admitted  of  no 
deliberation  or  delay.    But  there  is  another  reason 
why  this  assent  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  binding. 
The  contract  of  1780  was  with  the  individual  officert, 
and  it  is  not  strictly  reconcilable  with  justice  that  it 
should  be  varied,  rescinded,  or  released,  as  to  any  one 
of  them,  without  his  own  individual  consent.    The 
commutation,  except  as  to  certain  retired  officers,  was 
offered,  not  to  the  individuals,  but  to  lines  and  corps ; 
thereby  subjecting  the  individual,  as  to  his  own  par- 
ticular righto,  to  the  decision  of  others,  and,  with  re- 
spect to  the  younger  and  inferior  officers,  exposing 
them  to  be  governed  by  the  overruling  influence  of  su- 
perior rank  and  years,  to  which  they  were  habitually 
accustomed  to  submit. 

The  committee  are  aware  that  it  may  be  urged— ^ 
and  between  individuals  it  might  be  decisivdy  urged' 
— ^that  the  aobsequent  acceptance  of  the  oommutotion 
certificate^  of  itself,  amounted  to  an  assent.  If  the 
officer  had  been  left  free  to  make  his  choice,  and,  hav- 
ing made  it,  the  Government  had  given  him  what  he 
freely  consented  to  receive,  the  argument  would  not 
have  been  without  some  force.  But  he  was  not  so 
free.  The  resolve  of  Congress — the  act  of  Government 
and  a  law — left  him  no  choice,  except  to  abide  by  the 
decision  of  the  lines  and  corps  of  the  Army,  or  wait, 
whatever  might  be  his  wants,  until  a  more  fortunate 
period  should  enable  him  to  approach  that  body,  not 
with  a  power  to  anforoe  his  right,  but  only  to  sue  for 
it  in  theJanguage  of  aolicitation.  it  may  be  remarked, 
Ihottgh  easMwhat  out  of  order,  that  this  is  aabatan- 


tially  the  course  which  these  memoriafiito  are  bow  pur* 
soing.  They  have  waited  until  their  oooatry  is  Mm 
to  do  them  justice^  and  they  now  petition  iv  thm 
right,  offmag  to  relinqiiish  all  they  have  nmkmdL 

But  it  is  aUo  true,  and  fomiahM  an  addiliDiinl  ear 
swer  to  the  objection,  that  the  Govemmant  waa  sot 
able  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  reaolve  of  17t8b 
It  could  not  pay  in  money,  and  it  did  not  pay  in  what 
was  equivalent  to  money.  The  commutotioo  certift- 
cate  was  then,  and  for  some  time  after,  worth  noniOTe 
thaii  one-eighth  (perhaps  even  less)  of  iu  noniinal 
value.  When  at  the  distance  of  eight  veara  aftai^ 
wards  the  funding  system  was  established,  it  is  noto- 
rious that,  generally  speaking,  the  certificates  no  longer 
remained  in  the  hands  of  the  officers.  The  restoration 
of  the  public  credit  came  too  late  for  men  whoae  ne- 
cessities weve  BO  imperious;  and  tiius  the  half  paylbr 
life,  which  had  been  solemnly  stipulated  and  moot 
meritorioQsly  earned,  dwindled  in  the  htfida  of  the 
officers,  without  any  fauH  of  theirs,  to  scarcely  meva 
than  half  pay  for  a  aingle  year. 

Under  this  view  of  like  caae,  it  aeensa  to  yonr  ceai- 
mittoe  just  and  reasonable,  and  becemkig  the  fottb  4tf 
the  nation,  to  executo  the  contract  otfigiBaUy  nanda^ 
upon  the  terms  proposed  by  the  mfmnrialiits  that  is 
to  say,  of  deducting  from  the  arreara  of  the  half-faj« 
computed  from  the  cessation  of  hostilities  to  the  pra^ 
ent  time,  the  full  nominal  amount  of  the  commutatioaL 
certificste,  and  paying  to  the  surviving  officers  the 
balance ;  and  henceforward,  during  the  remainder  oC 
their  lives,  paying  to  them  the  half  pay  stipulated  bv 
the  resolve  of  1780.  For  the  arrears,  the  memorial- 
iste  are  willing  to  receive  stock,  bearing  an  intereai. 

In  order  to  define  and  limit,  with  as  much  precision 
as  possible,  the  extent  of  the  demand  which  will  thoa 
be  created  upon  the  Treasury,  your  committee  have 
thought  it  right  to  assume  as  a  basis  the  numbor  of 
aurviving  officera  and  the  aggregate  of  daim  whidi 
are  steti^  by  the  memorialiate  themselvea ;  and  they 
recommend,  reapeotAiUy,  that  any  provision  whiob  may 
be  made  be  limited  accordingly,  ao  as  not  to  exceed 
that  sum. 

In  conformity  with  these  suggestions,  the  commit- 
tee herewith  report  a  bill. 

CREDIT  FOR  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Tumble,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repeal- 
ing ail  laws  whereby  a  credit  is  allowed  upon  duties 
accruing  on  imports  and  tonnage. 

Jtetolvedt  Thiat  the  aame  committee  be  inatmeted  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  all  laws  al- 
lowing drawback. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  that  he  had  some  doubts  whe- 
ther he  had  selected  the  proper  committee  to  make 
the  proposed  inquiry.  It  had  direct  relation  to  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  country,  and^for  that  reason, 
belonged  to  the  family  of  subjects  m  chAc^e  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means;  but,  in  its  scope 
and  consequences,  it  undoubtedly  inyolred  tne 
interests  of  commerce  and  domestic  mtnufaotmCT. 
A  few  days  since,  said  Mr.  T.,4he  House  wm 
called  OB  to  resolve  a  kind  of  diroroe  between  com- 
merce and  iBBna£aotures;  and  it  was  dbea  mid, 
that  their  interests  were  in  BMuty  wetuptcU  koHtikt 
to  each  other.    If  ibe  committees  «q  t 
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skould  find  aay  c^nfliction  of  u^terests,  (which  he 
boped  they  would  not,)  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  b^ng  in  amitv  with  each  of  these, 
wovld  maiptain  relations  ot  neutrally  with  both. 
B^femnff  to  the  substance  of  the  proposed  inquiry, 
he  said  that  it  would  nrobably  hare  to  be  made  at 
some  future  period  ot  the  session,  and  he  thought 
it  time  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the 
subject.  The  annual  report  from  the  Treasury 
Department  has  been  laid  upon  our  tables,  and  it 
is  known  to  all  of  us,  said  Mr.  T*,  that  there  is  a 
deficit  in  the  revenue  of  five  millions  of  dollars, 
which  sum  must  be  raised  to  meet  the  expenditores 
of  the  next  year ;  and  this  deficit  will  be  greatly 
increased,  if  the  tariff  shall  be  raised  for  the  pur- 
pc^e  of  encouraffinff  domestic  manufactures.  To 
this  we  must  add  fire  ouUicms  more^  to  pay  the 
claims  assumed  by  our  Government,  under  the  late 
treaty  with  Spain.  It  must  not  be  forgotten,  that 
we  are  c^kd  upon  to  perform  the  tieaty  on  our 
part,  and  to  force  a  compliance  on  the  part  of 
Spam.  If  we  resolve  to  occupy  the  Floridas,  ways 
and  means  mnst  be  ibund  to  raise  ten  millions  of 
dollars  for  the  next  year,  beyond  the  estimated  in- 
eome  of  the  Treasury.  We  ought  idso  to  be  pre- 
pared ibr  the  contingencies  of  tMt  movement. 

Another  view  of  the  subject,  said  Mr.  T.,  is 
equally  important,  or  more  so.  It  is  well  known 
tnat  ours  is  the  only  Government  that  allows  a 
credit  for  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage*  In  all 
other  coantiies  they  are  made  payable  in  cash.  It 
is  tnie,  that  some  natiens  make  a  oifier^iee  between 
duties  on  imports  and  duties  oa  eo&sumption. 
Franee  is  an  mstaace ;  but  the  diicreace  is  notso 
material  as  to  require  explanation  al  present  By 
our  levenue  laws,  honda  al  six  and  nine  months 
are  taken  for  duties  on  all  articles  (eateept  salt)  imr 
ported  by  sea,  the  produce  of  foreign  places  or 
islands,  situated  on  the  eaatem  shores  of  America, 
north  of  the  equator ;  and  the  duties  on  imports 
from  all  other  ports  and  j^aoes  are  bonded  at  a 
csedit  of  eight,  ten,  and  eighteen  moikths.  payable 
in  equal  sums.  Ckentlemen,  he  said,  could  easily 
satisfy  themselves  that  the  merchant  importers 
have  a  constant  loan  of  about  twenty  millions  of 
dollars,  and  the  Treasury,  in  thai  respect,  may 
he  considered  a  kind  of  loan  office,  to  encoura^ 
uDfortatioDs.  It  was  believed,  he  said,  that  this 
83r8tem  of  long  credits  operated  as  a  bounty  toexport 
specie,  and  as  a  premium  to  discount  the  expor- 
tation <^  oar  home  prodace.  That  k  operated  as 
a  bounty  to  pfomote  importatioBs,  and  oiseouraffe 
domestic  manufactures,  was  a  true  fiftet,  capaue 
of  the  clearest  domon^ralion.  If  such,  said  he, 
is  the  Mmkncy  of  the  present  system,  k  is  time  to 
begin  a  revision.  The  resoU  of  an  inquiry  will 
show  what  encouragement  can  be  given  to  domestic 
manufactures,  beyond  the  cash  payment  of  duties. 

Mr.  T.  thought  the  proposed  change  of  such  im- 
Mrtaace  to  the  importm,  that  they  ought  to  have 
iur  nolioe  of  it.  As  a  body,'he  knew  them  to  be 
snmeiOQsaad  rtspectable,  and  he  had  no  wish,on 
his  part,  to  spring  the  question  oa  them  by  surprise 
QtstsatagOB;  theif  objections,  when  thej- matured, 
if  they  have  any,  may  aflbrd  light  on  tae  subject. 

As<D  ^km  drawback,  he  would  only  say,  that 


ttempts  had  been  made,  a^hewasinfcnmed, 
to  pay  the  duties  in  dejneciated  cam 


someattemp 

.  .  canency,  and  gel 

the  drawback  in  good  paper.  This,  if  troe,  ought 
to  be  corrected,  lie  did  not  know  that  he  should 
be  in  favor  of  repealing  the  drawback  laws,  but 
some  regulations  would  have  to  be  made  on  that 
branch  of  revenue,  and  it  was  perhaps  best  to  pre- 
sent it  and  the  other  subject  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  8mith^  Maryland,  expressed  his  satisftic- 
tion  that  Mr.  Trimblx  had  thus  early  brought  ht^ 
WBid  his  motion ;  but,he  observed,  if  Mr.  T.  sftiom 
succeed  in  his  oli^ect,  it  would  be  kying  the  axe 
to  the  root  of  the  whole  system  of  revenue.  Had 
it  not  been  for  the  drawback  system,  Mr.  B.  said, 
the  revenue  of  the  country  never  would  have  been 
what  it  was^hac  for  that  system  the  public  debt 
would  never  have  been  paid.  This  was  a  motion, 
he  said,  of  vital  importance ;  and  he  repeated  lus 
pleasure  thi^  it  had  been  introduced  in  time  to  give 
It  a  full  oohsideration« 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Silsbee,  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  die  taUe  lUMlprint  it;  which,  afto 
a  remark  or  two  from  Mr.  WARPiBLn,  Mr.  Rhea, 
and  Mr.  Trimble,  in  which  Mr.  T.  assented  to  the 
course  proposed,  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  res- 
olution was  laid  on  th^  table  accordingly. 

.       REVOLUTIONABY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  oflfered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Ruolved,  Thst  the  Secretsry  of  War  be  requested 
to  state  to  this  House  whether,  in  pursuance  of  tiie 
law  of  18th  March,  1818,  aoy  pensions  have  been 
granted*  wyoh,  for  reasons  wbtch  he  Will  slate,  ought 
Bot  to  have  beeii  granted ;  and  what  ooune  has  bean 
patsaed  in  relation  to  sach  psnsieBs,er  these  to  wheai 
thty  may  have  been  granted. 

Mr.  J.  said,  h^  was  induced  to  offer  the  reso- 
lution to  obtain  information  on  a  subject  which 
had  excited  much  interest.  The  Revolutionary 
officers  and  soldiers,  or  some  of  them,  were  chuged 
with  the  commission  of  firauds  in  obtaining  pen- 
sions under  the  law  of  1818.  If  tnis  was  true,  the 
nature  of  the  frauds  should  be  known,  and  a 
remedy  should  be  applied.  On  examining  the 
law  upon  the  subject,  he  said  he  was  disposed  to 
think  there  was  no  power  to  prevent  their  receiv- 
ing the  pensions  thus  illegaUy  obtained.  If  the 
law  was  defective,  it  ought  to  be  amended. 

This  motion  and  those  incidentally  made  rela- 
tive to  it  procbced  some  discussion,  and  sonie 
amendments  to  it  previous  to  its  adoption,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  brief  account : 

Mr.  Strother^  of  Virginia,  moved  to  amend 
the  resolve  by  adding  to  the  ena  of  it  the  follow- 
ing words : 

**  And  the  number  and  names  of  those  who  have 
been  placed  upon  the  pension  Ust  from  each  State, 
and  the  amount  paid  m  ead^  State  under  the  eaid 
law." 

Mr.  Jones  accepted  this  amendment  as  a  part 
of  his  motion. 

Mr.  Bloom^ieu).  of  New  Jersey,  s4M»ested, 
that  this  resolve  could  not  be  necessary,  the  sub- 
jeet  being  already  distinctly  refoied  to  a  commit- 
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tee  of  the  House,  who  had  the  subject  under  con- 
sideration, and  would  doubtless  obtain  and  report 
all  the  necessary  information. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of,  Massachusetts,  moved  that 
the  resolve  should  be  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  opposed  this 
motion  by  a  course  of  remarks,  extended  to  con- 
siderable length,  of  which  the  following  was  the 
purport :    He  was  opposed  to  the  resolve  lying  on 
the  table,  because  the  subject  of  it  was  intimately 
connected  with  the  rights  and  interest  of  a  vener- 
able portion  of  the  community.     With  respect  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  if  he  had  transcended  those 
powers  which  the  law  vested  in  him,  it  was  highly 
proper  that  an  inquiry  should  be  made  into  the 
matter.     If  the  Secretary  of  War  had  the  power 
to  strike  from  the  pension  list  the  name  of  any 
individual  enrolled  on  it ;  or,  if  not  legally  having 
the  power,  he  had  exercised  it,  the  subject  ought 
to  be  inquired  into.     Mr.  L.  was  of  opmion  that 
the  Secretary  neither  had,  nor  ought  to  have  this 
power.     The  law  prescribed  certain  requisites  and 
conditions,  which  being  complied  with,  a  person 
should  have  a  right  to  be  placed  on  the  pension 
list,  without  reference  to  any  discretionary  power 
in  the  Secretary  ;  and,  being  placed  there,  the  law 
gave  him  no  authority  to  displace  him.     Are  these 
men,  said  Mr.  L.,  dependent  for  their  subsistence 
on  the  will  of  the  Secretary  of  War  7     When  we 
have  required  certain  forms  and  solemnities  to  place 
persons  on  the  pension  list,  is  he,  without  form  and 
without  solemnity,  merely  on  the  information  of 
some  friend  in  whom  he  has  confidence,  justified 
in  striking  any  one  of  them  from  the  list  ?    Mr. 
L.  thouj^ht  not.    He  wished  not  to  be  understood 
as  manifesting  any  want  of  confidence  in  the  vir- 
tue or  talent  of  the  Secretary  of  War ;  of  which 
no  man  had  a  higher  opinion  j  but  no  virtue,  nor 
any  talent,  was  proof  against  misconception  or 
erroneous  information,  &c.    Mr.  L.  made  a  num- 
ber of  other  remarks  of  a  general  nature,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Revolutionary  Pension  Law.     He 
knew,  he  said,  that  some  persons  entertained  strong 
impressions  against  this  law,  and  that  it  had  be- 
come odious  to  some  on  account  of  the  number  of 
persons  whom  it  embraced.    But,  Mr.  L.  said, 
ought  we  not  rather  to  rejoice  that  so  many  who 
served  their  country  in  critical  times  yet  Uve^  and 
that  the  nation  possesses  the  means  of  sustaining 
them  when  no  longer  able  to  support  themselves  ? 
For  his  part,  he  said,  he  rejoiced  that  the  number 
was  so  great ;  and  so  far  from  desiring  to  see  it 
diminished  by  the  lapse  of  years,  had  he  the  power, 
he  would  say  to  each  of  them,  Soldier  of  the 
Revolution— live  forever! 

Mr.  Whitman  defended  his  motion  to  lay  the 
resolution  on  the  table.  Among  other  things  he 
said  he  was  sorry  to  difier  in  opinion  from  the 
gentleman  last  up,  with  respect  to  the  power  said 
to  have  been  exercised  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
It  appeared  ip  him  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
must  nave  this  power,  because  such  a  power  must 
somewhere  exist.  If  he  had  been  impc^  upon  by 
fraud,  he  certainly  had,  ot  ought  to  have,  the  power 
to  revoke  the  act  which  was  founded  dh  fradd  and 


false  representations.  There  could  be  no  possible 
danger  from  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  by  the 
Secretary  of  War ;  it  was  a  power  exercised  at 
his  peril,  and  which  he  would  in  no  case  exercise 
but  upon  conclusive  evidence.  If  any  injustice, 
however,  should  be  done  by  any  individual,  he 
might  come  to  this  House  lor  redress,  and,  if  ag- 
grieved, he  could  obtain  it. 

The  question  on  laying  the  resolve  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  had  no 
objection  to  the  first  part  of  the  resolved,  but  he 
had  to  the  latter  part  (oeing  that  added  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Strother)  which  he  therefore  moved  to 
strike  out. 

Mr.  Strother  opposed  this  motion,  for  which 
he  professed  himself  unable  to  see  any  adequate 
motive.  If  fraud  had  been  committed,  it  was  pro- 
per to  inquire  into  all  the  circumstances  connected 
with  it,  and  into  the  quarter  of  the  country  in  which 
it  occurred. 

Mr.  Rich  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  this  resolve  to  the  1st  Monday  in  Jan- 
uary, on  the  ground  that  the  subject  was  already 
before  a  committee  of  the  House,  on  his  motion,  and 
to  pass  this  resolution  would  be  to  indicate  a  want 
of  confidence  in  their  disposition  to  inquire  into 
the  facts  connected  with  this  subject. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived ; 
as  also  was  Mr.  Hill's  motion,  after  some  debate, 
in  the  course  of  which  Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York 
supported,  and  Mr.  Strother  opposed  the  mo- 
tion. The  latter  gentleman  incidentally  expressed 
the  opinion  that  the  power  does  belon?  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  which  he  is  represented  to  have 
exercised,  of  striking  from  the  pension  list  those 
who  have  gotten  there  by  the  means  of  fraud. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  inquiry  was 
extended,  by  incorporating  in  Mr.  Strother's 
amendment  the  words,  "and  the  line  to  which 
they  belonfi^ed,  and  their  rank." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  the 
resolution  was  further  amended,  by  adding  thereto 
the  words :  "  and  also  the  regulations  adopted  by 
the  War  Department  in  relation  to  the  examina- 
tion and  admission  of  claims  for  pensions  under 
this  act." 

Thus  amended,  the  resolution  was  agreed  to 
without  division. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  who 
stated  that  the  law  providing  for  the  payment  of 
such  claims  had  expured,  the  Committee  of  Claims 
was  instructed  to  induire  into  the  expediency  of 
paying  to  Henry  Cain  the  value  of  a  horse  lo«t 
or  killed  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain ; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


TuBSOAY,  December  21. 

Mr.  HiBSHMAif  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Lancaster  county,  in  tke  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  measures  may  be  takea 
for  the  protection  of  tne  douMstic  mannfiittliirkig 
establishments  of  the  country^ — ^Rdlened  to  tha 
Committee  of  Manufictores. 

The  SPEAKca  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
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of  fees,  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  of- 
ficers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  western  district  of  Virginia,  prepared  and  trans- 
mitted hv  the  jud|[e  of  the  said  district,  in  obedi- 
ence to  tne  resolution  of  this  House,  of  the  22d  of 
February  last — Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
JudiciaiT. 

Mr.  Hoi<MBe,  of  Massachusetts,  from  the  select 
committee  appointed  on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill 
providing  for  the  admission  of  the  District  of 
Maine  into  the  Union,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  second  Monday 
in  January,  and  committed  to  the  same  conmiittee 
of  the  whole  House  as  the  bill  for  admitting  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  into  the  Union. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Holmes,  and 
was  negatived — ayes  about  20;  and  the  bill  was 
then  maule  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BuTUBR,  of  New  Hampshire,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  on  the  petition  of  Sarah  Allen, 
made  a  report,  which  was  read :  when  Mr.  B.  re- 
ported a  bill  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty 
land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due  to  her 
son,  Samuel  Dr^W,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services 
as  a  private  in  the  late  war ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman  the  Committee  on 
Revolutionary  Pensions  were  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the 
application  for  pensions  under  "An  act  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  »mtes,  in  the  Revolutionary 
war,"  approved  March  18,  1818,  by  guardian,  in 
case  of  the  insanity  of  the  person  entitled  thereto. 
Mr.  Cannon  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Military  A  flairs 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing to  the  widows  and  orphans  that  have  been  placed 
on  the  pension  fist  of  the  United  Ststes,  or  msy  here- 
■Her  be  placed  on  said  pension  list,  under  the  provi- 
«ons  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  making  farther  provi- 
sion  for  military  services  daring  the  late  war»  and  for 
other  parposes,*'  approved  April  16,   1816,  a  foztber 
proviaioo,  so  as  to  allow  to  each  orphan,  whether  of 
an  oflker  or  soldier,  after  the  expiration  of  the  five 
years  half-pay  allowed  by  the  provisions  of  the  before 
recited  set,  a  certain  sum,  to  be   paid  annually*  until 
they  arrive  at  a  sufficient  age  to  provide  for  themselves. 
Alio,  to  allow  to  each  widow,  whether  of  an  officer  or 
soldier,  a  certain  sum,  to  be  paid  annually  daring  life, 
or  to  the  time  of  her  intermarriage ;  or  to  make  sach 
other  provision  for  said  widows  snd  orphans  at  may 
be  thoQght  jutt  and  necessary. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  said  reso- 
lution, and,  on  the  question  \q  agree  to  the  same, 
it  was  determine  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  offered  a  joint  resolution,  pro- 
posing that  the  two  Houses  should  adjourn  from 
the  24th  instant  to  Monday,  the  3d  of  January. 

This  resdution  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Meatrs.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  and  Warheld, 
oa  the  ground,  fhat  the  time  proposed  was  neces- 
sary to  allow  certain  alterations  of  the  Hall,  and 
arrangemenu  necessary  to  enable  the  House  to 


proceed  with  any  kind  of  facility  or  comfort  in 
the  public  business,  and  that,  so  far  from  its  being 
a  waste  of  time,  it  would  be  the  reverse  in  its  con- 
sequences, 4cc. 

Mr.  Rhea  and  Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  op- 
posed the  resolutipn,  on  the  ground  that  the  time 
proposed  for  the  recess  was  more  than  necessary 
for  the  purpose  referred  to  by  its  advocates,  4bc. 

The  question  on  ordering  the  r^olution  to  a 
third  reading  was  decided  in  the  negative,  bv  yeas 
and  nays — 3^eas  50,  nays  100 ;  and  the  resoiutioik 
of  course  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw, 

Rc$olved,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House,  at  as  early  a 
day  as  may  be  convenient,  an  account  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  several  sums  appropriated  for 
building  fortifications,  from  the  year  1616  to  the 
year  1819,  both  inclusive;  indicating  the  placesat 
which  Works  of  defence  have  been  begun;  the 
magnitude  of  the  works  contemplated  at  each 
place  ^  their  present  condition ;  the  amount  already 
expended,  and  the  estimated  sum  requisite  for  the 
completion  of  each ;  also  the  mode  by  which  the 
fortifications  are  built,  whether  by  contract  or 
otherwise. 

'  Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  Cushman  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  present  the  foregoing  resolution  to 
the  President 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Expenditures  were  instructed  to  inquire  and 
report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  the  several 
items  which  are  charg[ed  upon  the  contingent  fund ; 
and  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  expenditures 
may  not^  in  future,  be  diminished,  consistent  with 
the  public  interest,  and  the  accommodation  of  the 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  several  committees 
on  so  much  of  the  public  accounts  and  expendi- 
tures as  relates  to  the  Departments  of  State,  Trea- 
sury, War,  Navy,  Post  Office,  and  Public  Build- 
ings, were  instructed  to  inquire  and  report  to  this 
House  whether,  in  their  opinion,  the  expenditures 
in  those  departments  may  not  be  diminished  with- 
out prejudice  to  the  public  interest. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  the  allowances  which  have  been  made  to 
the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  for 
the  transportation  of  baggage,  quarters,  and  fuel, 
since  the  first  day  of  January,  1816,  and  also  into 
the  expediency  of  regulating  the  same  in  future. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cockb,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  to  this  House  the  objects  intended  to  be  ac- 
complished by  the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Committee  on 
Military  AfilEurs  were  directed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  to  this  House  the  expenditures  which  have 
been,  and  ace  likely  to  be,  incurred  in  fitting  out 
and  prosecuting  the  expedition  ordered  to  the  oMUth 
of  the  Yellow  Stone,  on  the  Missouri  river. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  Committee  of 
Claims  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  exne- 
diency  of  making  compensation  to  Aaron  BeU»- 
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my,  of  Vermont,  for  bis  rcssel,  captured  by  tbe 
•niiniiy  on  Lake  Cbampkin,  wbile  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  j  «nd  that  the  testi- 
mony taken  under  a  commission  from  the  late 
CoinmissioBer  of  Claims,  and  on  file  in  the  Clerk's 
i)ffice,  be  referred  to  tbe  said  committee. 

Mr.  Warfield  introduced  a  joint  resolution, 
^ec^ff  the  distribution  to  each  member  of  the 
l^resent  Congress,  no^  embraced  by  the  former  re- 
adation  on  that  subject,  one  copy  of  the  journals, 
jwts,  &e.,  of  the  convention,  recently  published ; 
which  resolutions  ^ere  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  House  then  went  into  Committee  of  the 
WhG^  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  the  chair,)  on 
tile  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McDonald ;  v^tch 
was  r»orted  to  the  House,  and  ordered  to 'be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

LOSSES  IN  TKE  SEMINOLE  WAR. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  "Whdie,  on  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  horses  and  other  property  lost,  captured, 
or  destroyed,  during  the  Seminole  virar. 

Mr.  JONBs,  of  Tennessee,  took  a  brief  view  of 
the  occasion  which  had  made  it  an  act  of  justice 
m  the  Qorermnent  to  pass  this  bill.  The  number 
of  cases  of  losses  of  horses,  from  any  cause,  would 
not  exceed  three  hundred,  and  perhaps  not  two 
Inmdred.  There  was  a  class  of  cases  not  embraced 
kk  the  bill,  however,  which  he  thought  ought  to 
be--4iamely,  that  of  horses  killed  by  forced  marches ; 
which  beix^  made  under  orders  which  the  owners 
of  the  hones  could  not  disobey,  the  consequences 
ought  not  to  fall  on  them,  but  on  the  Govemmatit. 
He  therefore  proposed  an  amendment  to  the  bill, 
the  object  of  which  was  to  include  thb  class  of 
caseft. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  proposed  amendment,  though  it  had 
bMU  thought  proper,  by  the  committeewho  reported 
the  bill,  not  to  introduce  such  a  provision  itito  it. 
Bfr.  C.  then  spc^e  of  the  general  merits  of  the  bill. 
The  committee,  he  said,  had  not  taken  into  view 
the  manner  in  which  these  men  were  called  into 
service ;  nor  did  thev  undertake  to  determine  whe- 
tiber  it  had  bem  legally  or  illegally.  It  was  enough 
fbr  them  to  know,  that  the  claimatits  for  losses  of 
this  description  were,  at  the  time,  in  the  service  of 
tbe  United  States,  and  encountered  difficulties  and 
tengers  equal,  perhaps,  to  those  encountered  by 
any  troo]^  in  service  during  the  late  war  with 
Gkeat  Britain.  It  was  not  to  be  supposed,  Mr.  C. 
said,  that  private  soldiers  knew  from  what  source 
their  orders  originated  ^  they  presumed  them  to  be 
legal,  and  that,  m  obeying  them,  they  were  answer- 
ing the  call  of  their  country.  He  trusted  the  House 
would  extend  to  them  the  same  provision,  now 
proposed,  vrhich  had  in  other  cases  been  attended 
to  others*  He  should  vote  in  ftivor  of  the  amend- 
ment, he  said,  because  he  bdieved  it  would  em- 
hrace  some  just  cases,  not  embraced  by  the  bill  as 
it  stood. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  opposed  to  ^oing 
beyond  the  parallel  to  this  bill,  to  be  found  m  the 
•et  applicaue  to  similar  losses  during  the  late  war 


with  Great  Britain.  He  was  therefore  oppooed  %o 
the  amendment.  He  did  not  mean  to  inquire,  and 
he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to  inquire,  iirtD 
the  nature  of  the  orders  by  which  these  moanted 
volunteers  were  called  into  service.  They  bad 
been  in  the  service  of  their  country :  and  ooght  to 
be  indemnified  for  losses  sustained  therein. 

Mr.  Storbs,  of  New  York,  said  that,  in  the 
course  of  some  exaininatioB  he  had  made  into  tlie 
documents  of  a  former  sesaion,  he  had  accideotsUy 
lit  upon  a  document  which  perhaps  miffht  throw 
some  light  on  the  subiect  now  before  the  Houses 
It  was  the  act  supplementary  to  the  military  ap- 
propriaftion  act  of  1816,  in  which  was  contained 
an .  appropriation  of  ninety  thousand  dollars,  for 
paying  these  volunteers  (at  the  rate  of  forty  cents 
each  per  day)  for  the  use  of  their  horses.  He  adred 
of  the  gentlemen  from  Tennessee,  and  of  the  Hodse, 
whether  this  allowance  was  not  equivalent  to  uiy 
reasonable  risk  of  the  loss  or  injwry  of  the  hoiaes 
of  these  volunteers.  With  regard  to  the  claims' 
law  of  1816,  now  expired,  Mr.  S.  argued  that  it 
was  a  gratuitous  act  on  the  part  of  Congress, 
which  perhaps  never  ought  to  have  passed,  and 
ouffht  not  now  to  be  brought  into  precedent. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  nact  took  the  floor. 
He  advanced  with  regret,  he  said,  to  one  question 
which  he  conceived  involved  in  the  consideratHNi 
of  this  bill ;  but  if  the  House  was  dbposed  to  pass 
a  bill  of  indemnity,  it  was  first  necessary,  he  said^ 
to  inquire  whether  these  troops  were  legally  in  ser* 
vice ;  whether  the  commanding  General  haa  obeyed 
the  orders  of  the  President  in  calling  them  out? 
and  whether  the  President  had  the  power  to  issae 
such  an  order  This,  Mr.  J.  thought  die  first  and 
most  interesting  question.  What  were  the  fhdat 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  December  1817,  auCbor- 
ized  General  Jackson,  if  necessary,  to  call  on  the 
Governors  of  the  adjoining  States  for  militia ;  the 
efiective  regular  force  being  stated  by  the  Secretary 
to  amount  to  eicht  hundred  men.  On  the  12th  ci 
January^  1818,  General  Jackson  informed  the  Bee* 
retary  of  War  that  he  had  appealed  to  the  natriotim 
of  Tennessee ;  had  called  for  one  thousana  mountad 
volunteers ;  and  for  this  departure  from  otders  ym» 
the  House  now  called  on  to  pass  a  bill  which  w^uld 
be  in  the  nature  of  an  act  of  indemnity.  The 
President  himself,  Mr.  J.  said,  could  not  have  called 
for  those  volunteers,  because  the  laws  giving  such 
an  authority  had  expired ;  of  course,  he  could  not 
vest  such  a  power  in  General  Jackson.  Mr.  X. 
arffued^  therefore,  that  these  volunteers  had  beoa 
called  into  service  without  any  legal  power  in  the 
General  to  do  so ;  and  he  asked,  S  the  House,  be- 
cause pathetically  appealed  to  in  the  name  and  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor  suffering  soldier,  would,  by 
the  passage  of  1^  bill  before  them,  sanction  th» 
violation  of  authority  ?  There  were  eight  hundred 
regular  troops;  Geiieral  Gaines  had  brouj^t  into 
the  field  one  thousand  eight  hundred  Indians  and 
Georgians ;  and  General  Jackson  added  one  thou- 
aand  Tennessee  volunteers— and  all  this  force  to 
pursue  a  handful  of  fugitive  Redsticks !  But,  had 
all  this  force  been  requisite^-4iad  the  TeoDeesae 
troops  been  necessary,  Mr.  J.  said  he  vn^M  never 
suffer  a  military  ofllcer  to  invade  the  rights  of  dm 
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Uovife,  wkett,  and  where  ooly,  the  peace  and  se- 
curity of  tke  people  rested.  He  asked  whether 
theae  Tolnnteen  had  been  paid ;  and  demanded  to 
know  what  officer  had  a  n^t  to  pay  troops  eaUed 
iato  serrice  without  anv  authorit)r  trom  the  Gor- 
frnment  ?  .  Ouaht  not  tne  President  to  have  com- 
muoicated  the  met  to  thb  House,  that  such  a  force 
had  heen  called  into  service  without  authority ;  but, 
before  he  could  countermand  them,  had  rendered 
senriee  to  their  country — and  then  asCed  of  Con- 
gress to  compensate  them?  Suchj  he  thought, 
would  hare  been  (he  proper  course  for  the  Presi- 
dent to  hare  phrsued.  &fr.  J.  said  he  would  be 
always  readr  to  pay  a  just  debt,  but  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  pay  those  wno  had  violate^  the  laws  of  their 
country.  He  would  not  pay  these  soldiers  a  sinij^k 
cent.  Waa  it  possible,  he  asked,  that  any  portion 
of  the  peofdeof  this  country,  a  reflecting,  intelli^|ent 
people,  as  they  were,  should  not  have  inquired 
whether  or  not  the  commanding  officer  had  a  r^t 
to  miae  this  force  ?  He  could  not  believe  it  We 
•se  going  on  too  rapidly,  said  Mr.  J .  Look  which- 
erec  way  we  will,  the  public  expenditures  exceed 
the  estimates ;  we  are  just  now  called  on  to  sup- 
ply a  deficiency  for  the  Navy ;  even  the  appropria- 
tions  for  the  iwblic  buildings,  a  matter  ot  expense 
tosceptible  6t  the  most  accurate  estimate,  are  ex- 
ceeded by  about  one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
Ow  embarraasmtets  thielwn  upon  us;  already  is 
this  irouthful  nation  brought,  under  thtte  aasnices^ 
to  tms  very  singular  situation,  in  a  time  or  pro- 
ionad  peace,  either  to  borrow  money  or  tax  the 
people;  and  this  in  a  thne  <^  pro^erity,  too,  as 
we  aie  tdd.  The  public  escpenses,  Mr.  J.  said, 
were  nearly  as-great  as  in  the  first  year  of  the  war ; 
was  tfaia  proper  in  a  state  of  peace?  What,  he 
aslttdy  was  the  good  which  had  resisted  from  this 
great  expedition,  the  losses  in  which  the  House 
was  now  called  on  to  indemnify?  They  had  been 
told  that  this  vigorous  expedition  had  done  more 
than  etvery  thing  c^  to  procure  for  us  the  Floridas ; 
but  neither  the  viffor  of  the  field  nor  of  the  Cabinet 
had  yet  been  suflSoient  to  accomplish  that  object 
Mr.  J.  concluded  by  jprotesting  against  both  die 
amendment  and  the  bm. 

Mr.  Cahhon  again  addressed  the  Conunittee; 
He  said,  the  committee  that  reported  the  bill  had 
not  at  all  taken  into  view  the  conduct  of  Qeneral 
Jaekson,  as  it  was  not  thought  necessarily  con- 
nected with  the  question  of  paying  for  the  losses 
that  had  been  sustained  on  this  campaign,  nor  had 
they  attempted  to  express  an  opinion  on  any  part 
of  his  conduct  He  said  he  had,  himself  intended 
that  it  should  be  left  entirely  out  of  view,  nor 
would  he  go  into  a  discuflion  on  that  subject. 
However,  he  said,  notwithstanding  he  was  aware 
that  the  proper  question  before  the  Coinmittee  was 
on  the  amendment  offnred  by  his  colleague,  and  of 
course  it  was  out  of  order  to  disciiss  th^  merits  of 
the  bill,  yet  he  hoped  he  woidd  be  permitted  to 
make  one  or  two  remarks  in  reply  to  his  friend 
fh>m  Virginia,  (Mr.  JoBNeoK.)  These  persons, 
he  said,  for  whom  we  ask  venranoatioa,  have  been 
in  the  service  of  our  country ;  they  have  encoun- 
tered every  privation,  suffering,  and  danger,  that 
could  be  encountered  by  any  men.    AU  this,  he 


said,  they- expected  when  they  entered  the  service, 
no  doubt ;  but  they  also  expected,  atfd  had  a  right 
to  expect,  that  forage  was  to  be  furnished  for  t£nr 
horses,  as  well  as  rations  for  themselves ;  they  are 
not  even  accused  of  having  acted  in  any  way  in- 
correctly ;  they  had  obeyed  the  call  of  an  officer  of 
the  Grovemment,  in  rallying  around  its  standard, 
as  well  as  lus  orders  throughout  the  whole  cara- 
paiffn ;  they  had  cc^ormed  to  what  they  supposed 
to  be  the  authority  of  the  (General  Grovernment ; 
therefore,  no  Uame  could  attach  to  them,  even  if 
it  was  admitted  the  commanding  General  had 
acted  improperly.  If  he  has  done  wrong,  let  him 
be  called  to  account  by  the  proper  authority,  and 
punished  for  it.-  But,  he  said,  he  hoped  the  gen- 
tleman would  not  visit  the  sins  of  General  Jacnon 
on  the  soldiers  who  had  acted  under  him,  (and 
were  compelled  to  obey  his  commands,)  by  with- 
hewing  from  the  innocent  soldier  a  just  remunera- 
tion for  his  losses.  But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  risen 
expressly  to  reply  to  an  honorable  gentleman,  he  be- 
lieved from  the  State  of  New  York,  (Mr.  Storrs  ;) 
that  gentleman,  he  said,  if  he  had  understood  him 
correctly,  had  stated  that  the  sum  of  ^90,000  had 
already  been  appropriated  to  pay  these  troops  forty 
cents  per  day  £»  the  use  of  theur  horses,  viHhile  in 
service.  He  thought  the  gentleman  must  be  under 
some  mistake  about  this;  that,  if  that  sum  was 
appropriated,  it  must  have  been  intended  to  cover 
other  claims  that  had  originated  in  the  late  war 
with  England,  as  wdl  as,  those  on  the  Semi^iole 
csmpaimi. 

[Mr.  SToaaa  ^plained,  by  reading  the  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Ikf  cans,  confirming  his  state- 
ment.] 

Mr.  Cannon  said  UuU,  notwithstanding  the  in- 
formation which  had  been  read  by  the  gentleman 
firom  New  York,  he  must  suppose  that  the  sum 
stated  was  not  only  appropriated  to  pay  the  forty 
cents  p|er  day  for  the  use  of  horses  in  the  Seminole 
campaign,  but  also  to  pay  other  claims  of  officers 
who  had  been  engaged  in  the  service  during  the 
late  war  widi  England,  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  of  their  horses  f  also,  as  he  knew  that  many  of 
those  ckims  were  yet  unsettled ;  and  he  could  not 
imagine  that  the  sum  of  nine^  thousand  dollars 
could  be  set  apart  for  that  single  purpose,  as  had 
been  stated  by  the  g^entleman.  He  said,  he  was 
aware  that  the  situation  of  the  Treasury  had  some 
e&ot  in  producing  oppositbn  to  this  bill,  but  he 
hoped  gentlemen  w<Aild  not,  on  that  ground,  de- 
oide  against  it.  Others  who  had  lost  their  prop- 
erty in  the  service  of  the  country,  under  similar 
circumstances,  had  been  paid.  At  the  time  that 
law  passed,  he  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the 
House,  and  was  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  law, 
and  believed  it  one  amongst  the  best  acts  of  that 
Congress;  far  he  held  the  doctrine,  that  whomsoi- 
ever  does  sacrifice  his  property  in  the  defence  of 
his  country,  or  lose  it  in  its  service,  in  the  manner 
pointed  out  in  this  bill,  in  consequence  of  a  faibre 
on  the  part  of  the  Gtovemment  to  fhmish  the  ne- 
cessary forage,  and  without  anv  fault  or  neglect 
on  the  part  of  the  owner,  ouffht  to  be  paid  the 
value  of  the  property  sacrificed  or  lost  in  conse- 
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qoence  of  such  failure,  no  matter  what  may  be  the 
situation  of  the  finances  of  the  country,  even  if  it 
was  much  worse  than  it  is. 

He  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  the  most  patriotic 
part  of  the  community  should  not  only  suffer  every 
depriyation,  encounter  eyery  hardship  and  danger, 
but  also  sacrifice  their  property  too,  and  go  unre- 
warded. Such  a  course  would  be  enough  to  weak- 
en the  feeling  of  attachment  (of  even  the  greatest 
patriot  and  mend)  to  our  Government.  He  said, 
whatever  gentlemen  might  think  of  the  conduct  of 
the  commanding  ofilcer  on  this  campaign,  he 
hoped  they  would  not  involve  it  with  the  question 
on  the  merits  of  the  bill  before  the  Committee,  for 
he  could  not  see  that  there  was  any  connexion  b^ 
tween  them ;  the  one  applies  to  General  Jackson, 
the  other  to  soldiers  who  were  under  him.  It  was 
not  his  intention  to  touch  at  all  the  question  that 
occupied  so  much  of  the  time  and  ^taloits  of  this 
House  during  the  last  session,  nor  could  he,  by  anv 
means,  be  driven  into  that  discussion,  on  this  bill, 
which  he  said  was  of  a  different  nature,  and  rested 
on  different  ground  altogether.  He  had,  he  said, 
(mly  now  asked  the  same  measure  of  justice  for 
these  citizens,  who  have  been  in  our  service  and 
sustained  losses,  that  has  been  extended  to  others ; 
thk  they  had  a  right  to  expect,  and  he  hoped  it 
would  be  granted  to  them. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  entered  at  some  length 
into  an  argument  in  the  support  of  his  amend- 
ment, and  in  reply  to  some  of  the  reasons  advanced 
against  it;  arepiin£[  to  show  the  justice  of  the  re- 
muneration asked  for,  and  that  it  would  not  be  an 
extension  of  the  {vinciple  heretofore  acted  on  in 
similar  losses,  as  contended  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland. As  to  the  general  question,  the  volun- 
teers, he  thought^  had  a  right  to  presume  that  the 
call  upon  them  was  legal,  and  they  acted  properly 
in  obeying  the  orders^  ri^ht  or  wrong.  He  would 
not  enter  into  an  exammation  of  General  Jack- 
son's conduct  in  calling  on  the  volunteers;  the 
soldiers  had  nothing  to  do  with  that  inquiry,  nor 
was  the  inquiry  connected  with  the  question  be- 
fore the  Committee.  The  soldiers  had  done  their 
duty  faithfully,  and  had  the  same  claim  on  the 
Government  as  if  they  had  acted  under  the  most 
correct  ord^s,  if  they  were  not  of  that  character, 
which  he  would  not  at  this  time  inquire  into. 

Mr.  MoGoT,  of  Virginia,  observed,  that,  whe- 
ther these  troops  ffot  into  the  fidd  legally,  was  one 
question;  and  whether  they  were  to  be  remuner- 
ated for  their  losses,  was  another.  In  deciding  on 
this  subject,  he  should  be  governed  by  expediency 
alone.  He  had  once  been  of  opinion  that  it  was 
I>roper  to  pay  these  claims ;  but  subsequent  reflec- 
tion had  changed  Uiat  opinion,  and  the  more  he 
considered  it  the  more  he  was  convinced  that  the 
former  law  was  unwise.  If  the  Gk>yemment  was 
to  pay  the  soldier  for  his  horse,  the  soldier  ought 
to  retund  what  he  had  received  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  pay  for  the  use  and  rbk  of  the  horse— at 
least,  the  Government  ought  to  pay  only  the  bal- 
ance, after  deducting  the  amount  already  given  to 
him.  Mr.  McC.  repeated  that  this  law  was  im- 
politic. He  was  willing  to  alter  the  standing  laws 
of  the  country,  and  make  the  alloiprance  fifty  or 


even  sixty  cents  per  day  for-  the  use  of  the  Ikmbcs 
of  voluBtears  or  militia,  if  it  was  thoojfht  proper; 
but  he  would  -not  consent  to  legislate  in  this  way. 
first  to  pay  a  fair  consideration  for  the  risk  aiia 
use  of  the  horse,  and  then  his  whole  value,  it 
would  be  better,  he  said,  to  pay  the  full  price  of 
the  horse,  in  the  first  instance,  than  to  be  salijeet 
to  such  claims. 

Mr.  Rbid,  of  Creor^,,  entered  at  some  len^ 
into  a  view  of  the  circumstances  out  of  which 
these  claims  ffrew,  to  show  that  they  were  just  and 
eouitable.  His  distance  from  the  reporter  did  noC 
allow  the  advantage  of  hearing  his  remarks ;  but 
he  was  understood  to  affree  that  the  coadoct  of  tlie 
commanding  General  liad  nothing  to  do  in  set- 
tling this  question;  and  that  these  claims  were 
entitled  to  the  same  liberality  as  those  which  had 
been  herefore  provided  for.  Though  in  favor  of 
the  bill,  he  was  not  in  ffivor  of  the  proposed 
amendment;  because  those  cases  of  loss  which 
arose  from  forced  marches,  &c.,  were  of  a  nature 
incident  to  the  state  of  war,  the  risk  of  which  was 
contemplated  and  parovided  for  in  the  original  con- 
tract between  the  Government  and  the  soldier. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  remove  from 
his  previous  remarks  any  misoonstroction.  He 
had  not  contended  for  insubordination^  oradvaneed 
the  opinion  that  it  would  have  been  n^t  for  these 
volunteers  to  demand  of  the  commanding  Gteneral 
his  authority  for  calling  them  out,  after  they  had 

fot  into  the  field.  But  these  moi  were  not  aol- 
iers;  they  were  citizens  of  Tennessee  Tolnnta* 
rily  taking  the  field,  and  as  such  had  a  perleet 
riflht,  before  they  entered  the  service,  to  denaad 
of  the  General  by  what  authority  he  called  on 
them  in  this  way.  It  was  ureed,  as  an  a^;ume&t 
in  favor  of  the  payment  of  Uiese  claims,  that  it 
would  serve  as  an  inducement  to  men  to  volunteer 
hereafter,  and  stimulate  their  ardor ;  but  the  gal^ 
lant  spirits  of  this  nation,  Mr.  J.  said,  would  never, 
on  any  proper  occasion,  feel  their  ardor  damp«i 
because  the  paym^t  of  these  claims  on  the  public 
purse  were  rerased..  The  example  of  a  muitary 
officer  acting  without  authority — ^raising  an  army 
without  the  consent  of  the  nation— ■'this  was  the 
kind  of  ardor  which  he  wished  to  damp.  Mr*  J. 
said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  man  in  paying  a 
just  debt ;  he  would  mortgage  the  whole  property 
of  the  nation  to  preserve  its  faith ;  but  he  would 
never  consent  to  tax  this  people  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  a  debt  contracted  by  violating  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
but  was  negatived  by  a  vote  of  75  to  54. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  proposed  by 
Mr.  JoMBS  was  also  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Rhba,  of  Tennessee,  dien  proposed  an 
amendment,  the  object  of  which  was  to  embrace 
cases  arising  out  of  the  late  Creek  war,  and  which 
have  not  b^n  heretofore  setded. 

This  motion,  also,  was  negatived.     ^ 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the  bilL 

Mr.  Stobrs  moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Cobb^  of  Gteorgia,  opposed  the  postpone* 
ment,  6n  the  ground  that  there  were  case  of  tosses 
arising  under  the  Seminole  war,  which  ought  to 
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be  provided  for,  even  though  others  were  not 
He  referred  to  the  eaoes  of  wagons  impressed  into 
the  serriee  to  transport  the  baggage  and  provis- 
ions  of  the  Georgia  detachments  of  miMtia.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  into  the  interior  of  the  coontry,  the 
roads  became  so  impassable  that  they  could  not 
retom,  and  were  compelled  to  abandon  and  lose 
their  property.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  wotild 
withdraw  his  motion,  in  order  to  try  this  provis- 
ion, at  least,  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  Storrs  declined  withdrawing  his  motion. 
His  olnect  was  to  reject  the  bilL  Aueady  the  law 
c^  1616  was  brought  up  as  a  precedent  If  it  was 
a  bad  precedent,  as  he  believed  it  to  be,  the  rejec- 
tion of  this  bill  would  «erve  to  abolish  it.  With 
respect  to  precedents,  he  went  on  to  say,  motives 
mi^t  actuate  one  Congress  in  plassing  a  law 
which  would  not  operate  on  another  Congress. 
He  did  not  mean  to  allude-  now.  to  the  motives 
which  induced  the  passage  of  the  act  which  had* 
been  referred  to;  but  he  asked  gentlemen  to  look 
oTet  the  list  of  warrants  issued  under  that  law. 
They  Irould  there  iBnd  that  hundreds  of  ^usands 
of  doUars  had  been  paid  for  lost  horses  and  equip- 
ments, 4bc.,  and,  if  the  act  had  not  fortunately 
expired,  he  had  no  doubt  the  Government  would 
have  had  to  pay  as  much  more.  The  bill  now 
before  the  House,  moreover,  applied  not  only  to 
cases  of  horses  lost  or  dying  during  the  war,  but 
to  cases  arising  out  of  it ;  and  the  btU  was  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  two  vears  from  its  passage— -so 
that,  for  any  ho^  usea  in  the  Seminole  war,  dy- 
ing at  any  tipie  before  the  expiration  of  tiiat  term, 
his  owner  might  put  in  a  clami  for  his  value,  if  he 
could  but  persuade  himself  or  others  that  his  death 
arose  out  of  that  war.  The  bill,  indeed,  was^full 
oif  defects.  But,  for  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  principle,  he  had  moved 
the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill ;  and  he 
must  persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cobb  said,  that  an  objection  to  one  provis- 
ion of  the  bill  could  constitute  no  good  amment 
affainst  another  psovision  of  the  bill,  acknowl- 
edged to  be  just.  He,  therefore,  hoped  the  bill 
woold  not  te  postponed,  but  that  it  Would  be 
amended,  and  passed,  d^. 

At  this  stage  of  the  business,  the  House  ad- 
journed until  to-morrow. 


WcDNESOAY,  December  22, 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Pennsylvania, 
RoB^BT  Philsom.  appeared,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  petition 
of  sundry  innabitants  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
respectively  praying  that  further  aid  and  enoout- 
agemeat  may  w  extended  to  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country. — ^Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  Mfiioa  presented  a  petition  of  Jacob  Schief- 
felin  and  Henry  H.  SchieJffHin,  druggists,  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  stating  that,  durmg  the  exist- 
ence of  the  embargo  laid  in  1807^  they  were  per- 
mitted by  the  Government  of  die  United  States  to 
import  from  the  British  dominions,  in  the  West 


Indies,  goods  to theamount  of  th^  debu  due  them; 
that  the  said  goods  were  captured  on  the  passage 
by  a  British  cruiser,  and  condemned  by  an  inte- 
rior admiralty  court  which  sentence  was  reversed 
by  the  high  court  ot  admiralty,  in  England ;  but, 
that  such  had  been  the  dday,  that,  Wore  they 
were  enabled  to  draw  the  proceeds  of  the  said 
goods,  the  late  war  commenced;  upon  which,  the 
said  proceeds  were  sequestered  by  the  British  Gov- 
emment)  and  are  still  withheld  from  them ;  and 
praying  relief  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. — Referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  with 
direction  to  report  to  this  House  what  measures 
have  been  taken,  if  any,  to  obtain  redress  from  the 
British  Government  in  the  case  of  these  petitioners. 

Mr.  Abbot  presented  a  petition  of  Kebecca  C. 
Applinff,  sister  and  legal  representative  of  the  late 
Colond^  Daniel  Appling,  of  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  stating  that  the  said  Colonel  Appling 
conquered  and  captured  a  superior  British  lorce, 
with  several  gun-boats,  barges,  and  their  equip- 
ments, which,  if  captured  by  a  naval  force,  would 
have  been  subject  to  condemnation  as  lawful  prize, 
and  praying  mat  the  value  of  the  same  may  now 
be  distribute  to  her  and  the  ofiicers  and  men  un- 
der the  command  of  the  said  Colonel  Appling 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Amiirs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  was  directed  to  dis- 
pose of  the  furniture  used  by  the  House  in  the 
building  where  it  lately  sat,  not  wanted  for  the 
present  chamber,  and  place  the  proceeds  in  the 
contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  ; 

Ketolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  instructed 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  this  House,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  system  of  martial  law, 
and  a  system  of  field  service  and  police,  fat  the  gov- 
ernment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  S.  stated  that,  this  motion  was  made  by  the 
unanimous  request  of  the  Military  Comnuttee; 
and,  explanatory  of  the  motives  which  dictated 
the  proposition,  Mr.  S.  took  a  brief  view  of  the 
defects  of  the  existing  military  code  of  the  coun- 
try, and  of  some  of  the  benefits  likely  to  result 
from  a  revision  and  amendment  of  it.  The  reso- 
lution was  agreed  to. 

The  engrqissed  joint  resolution,  directing  a  dis- 
tribution of  copies  of  the  journals  of  the  conven- 
tion, dbc,  to  those  members  of  the  present  Con- 
gress not  embraced  by  the  former  resolution,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whit- 
man, referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
McDonald  administrator  of  his  brother  James, 
was  read  the  third  time  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz :  ^An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Bar* 
row,"  and  "An  act  providing  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, in  the  county  of  Washington ;"  in  which  bills 
they  ask  the  concurrence  of  tnis  House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and 
the  first  thereof  referred  to    the  Committee  of 
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Claiiiis,  aad  the  second  to  the  Conmitlee  for  the 
Distriet  of  Columbia. 

BOUNTJT  LAND  TO  MINORS. 

Mr.  Walkbr,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Re$0ipedi  That  it  b  expedient  to  provide  bj  law 
that  all  urnors  who  enlisted  in  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted Staloa,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and 
who  oontinned  in  serrice  nntil  peace  was  condoded, 
and  were  dischirged  as  miners,  be  allowed  a  honnty 
of  land,  as  a  coDpensation,  that  is  reasonable  and  ad- 
equate to  their  senrice. 

Mr.  Tatlor,  of  New  York,  objected  to  this  res- 
olution, because,  instead  of  proposing,  in  the  usual 
mode,  to  in<^uire  into  the  expediency  of  allowing 
the  bounty,  it  was  a  motion  to  declare  at  once  that 
such  a  bounty  is  expedient.  For  such  a  declara- 
tion he  was  not  prepared,  because  he  did  not  be- 
lieve that  such  further  provision  for  the  persons  in 
question  was  expedient.  They  had,  by  the  grace 
and  charity  of  the  Government,  been  placed  on 
the  same  footing  as  other  soldiers,  and  he  saw  no 
reason  to  extend  further  bounty  to  them.  He  was 
generally  in  favor  of,  or  at  least  willing  to  assent 
to,  inqmry;  but^  unless  presented  to  the  House  in 
that  shape,  he  must  vote  against  this  proposition. 

Mr.  Walker  modified  his  motion  so  as  to  di- 
rect the  Military  Committee  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  the  object. 

Mr.  Strotber  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table :  which  motion,  after  some  conversation 
on  the  subject,  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
I  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negatnre — yea^  57, 
nays  70. 

LOSeBS  IN  THE  SEMINOLE  WAK. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  payment  for  horses  or 
other  property  lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  during 
the  Sooinole  war. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  being 
tuider  consideration — 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  motion. 
He  thought  the  bill  an  equitable  one,  and  deemed 
it  unwoithy  of  the  diguity  of  the  House  to  get  rid 
of  it  by  a  question  of  postponement.  The  amount 
paid  for  the  daily  hire  of  the  horses,  to  their  own- 
efSj  did  not  release  the  Gk>vemment  from  respon- 
'  sibiUty  for  their  loss,  by  mavoidable  accidents,  or 
the  n^ifence  of  the  asents  of  the  Government  in 
supplying  them  with  lorage.  If  the  pice  thus 
given  for  the  use  of  the  horse  was  too  hi^h,  it  was 
not  now  the  time  to  ^scuss  that  pmnt ;  it  was  the 
mtte  fixed  by  law.  If  the  present  state  of  the 
Treasury  op^uted  on  gentlemen  to  oppose  this 
bill,  they  ov^ht  to  come  directly  to  the  point,  and 
Ay  so;  but  such  an  argument  woi:dd  not  weiffh 
wtlll  him.  As  to  the  legality  of  the  orders  by 
whieh  these  taen  were  called  into  service,  it  had 
never  entered  into  the  heads  of  these  generous 
tten  that  they  weve  serving  without  ambority ; 
their  sole  object  had  been  the  service  of  their  coun* 
try,  and  they  never  thought  of  inMuriitt  by  what 
jnitttority  they  perfonned  it.    The  President  of  the 


United  States  hftd  never  com^ained  of  the  «nir 
TTymding  General's  exceeding  his  authority  in  the 
exercise  of  his  discretionary  power  to  demoL  the 
frontier  against  jnrasioii;  and  Mr.  G.  saw  no  roa- 
son  for  introducing  that  question  into  the  discus- 
sion on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia,  rose^  not,  he  said, 
with  the  intention  of  engaging  in  the  examiimtioo 
of  ^  great  principles  already  touched  on  by  other 
gentlemen,  and  essentially  connected  with  thai 
bill,  but  to  state  thvt,  before  he  |[av«  his  vole,  he 
must  have  information  on  one  point,  on  "which  he 
was  now  left  to  co^jectuw.  It  w^  this :  theGbr- 
emment  of  the  United  States  having  left  a  high 
military  ofiicer  in  command  ot  the  Southern  fim- 
tier,  with  power,  if  necessary,  to  call  on  the  Ex* 
eeutives  of  a^jaoant  States  for  quotas  of  militia, 
that  officer  proceeds  to  le?y  an  anny  hioMeifl 
The  force  thus  raised  must  have  been  ofl&eertd. 
The  officers  must  have  held  commissions.  Mr. 
R.  said  he  wished  to  know  under  whom  they  hdd 
them — ^by  virtue  of  the  authority  of  the  Piesident 
of  the  United  States^  or  of  the  individual  who 
summoned  them  to  the  field?  Until  the  House 
received  this  information,  lie  was  not  prepared  to 
act  on  this  bill  in  any  shape. 

Mr.  Cannon  said  he  did  not  know  that  he  ooaid 
give  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ramboi.^) 
the  information  he  required  to  eaaUe  him  to  vole 
for  the  hUl  befoie  the  House.  He  (Mr.  &.)  had 
stated  that,  before  he  could  vote  for  this  biM,  he 
wanted  to  know  from  whence  these  oficoft  held 
their  commissions.  Mr.  C  ^  said,  although  he  eonld 
net  give  this  information,  he  coUld  slate  to  isan 
what  had  taken  place  in  that  country  onafiirti 
oc^sasion,  somewnat  similar  perhaps  to  this.  He 
knew  that  the  citizens  of  Tenneuee,  during  the 
late  war  with  England,  on  receiving  tlie  inteBi- 
gence  of  the  massacre  at  Fort  Mims,  had  on  that 
occasion  rushed  into  the  service  of  the  oonatry 
without  receiving  any  orders,  either  from  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  Geaefal  Jadcson.  or  any  body 
else.  The  regiment^  he  said,  he  had  the  hooor  to 
command,  on  the  first  campaign  in  the  Creek  an- 
tion,  was  entirely  of  this  description;  they  hnd, 
from  the  strong  impulse  of  patriotic  ieeiing-  tkmt 
was  excited  by  this  horrid  naene,  oiganized  them- 
selves into  companies,  and  each  mane»med  aad 
furnished  himself  to  go  to  Fort  St.  St^hens  at 
hb  own  expe|nse ;  but.  about  the  time  of  maich- 
ing,  were  advised  by  the  Governor  of  the  State  to 
repair  to  Huntsvilk^  the  pec^de  of  which  pfaux 
hid  become  alarmed  in  coBseqnenoe  of  inmna- 
tion  they  had  received  of  a  threatened  immsion  ef 
that  {dace.  The  volunteers  immediatdv  repotired 
to  it,  from  whence  they  proceeded  into  Uie  indiaB 
country,  where,  after  nlaeing  thensetves  under  the 
command  of  Generai  Jacoon,  they  w&»  organ 
ized  into  a  regiment,  known  as  the  Regiment  of 
Volunteer  Mounted  Rifleme&j  the  field  officers  of 
which  were  elected  by  the  oflocers  of  the  different 
companies.  And  in  this  situation,  he  and,  they 
contmued  in  the  service  three  months,  and  iwuriht 
the  two  first  battles  in  the  Credi  nation  at  Tmu^ 
sache  and  Talledega.  He  said  that  during  this 
wh<dc  tour  in  the  service  of  the  United  Sttten,  he 
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himsdf  never  had  any  eommisaioti,  nor  did  he 
bdiere  any  officer  belonging  to  bis  regiment  bad. 
Notwithstanding  this,  they  bad  been  recognised 
by  the  General  Goyemment,  and  paid  as  such, 
without  the  least  hesitation.  And  he  therefcMre 
presumed  that  the  officers  of  the  mounted  volim- 
teers  ha4  jilIso  acted  without  any  coofmiissions  on 
the  Seminole  campaign.  They  had  been  called 
intd  the  service  by  whit  they  supposed  to  be  legal 
authority;  they  knew  that  Genem  Jackson  was 
an  officer  of  the  Government,  and,  whether  he 
acted  correctly  or  incorrectl^r,  they  at  least  n^st 
have  presumed  that  all  was  right,  and  that  he  i^ad 
authority  to  call  for  their  services ;  ^and  they  sup- 
posed, also,  that  their  services  were  necessary  to 
the  ddenee  of  the  country ;  and,  without  suspect- 
ing the  legality  of  the  proceeding,  or  inquiring  for 
the  authority  of  the  Ctoeral,  they  again  rdied 
around  the  standard  of  our  country,  have  si^rported 
it  with  their  usual  bravery,  and  have  encountered 
as  many  ht^ships  and  privations  as  have  been 
known  on  any  Ibrmer  campaign  ;^  and  it  wouid 
seem  to  him  tmit  they  were  equtuly  entitled  to  re- 
numeration  for  thetr  losses. 

Mr.  C.  said  he  was  aware  that  the  information 
which  iiad  been  given  to  the  HoiMe  on  yesterday, 
by  the  ^tleman  fiom  New  York^  (Mr.  Storbs,) 
resoeeting^  the  appropriation  of  ninety  thoiuand 
dolmrs,  to  pay  these  mounted  men  for  the  use  of 
^eir  horses,  was  calculated  to  make  a  strong  im* 
ptession,  and  excite  a  prejudice  a^inst  the  passage 
of  the  lull.  However,  he  said,  if  the  gentlanan 
vronld  attend  Xo  the  act  of  Conmss  making  the 
a{])>ropriation,  he  must  see  that  mis  appropriation 
was  not  made  exdasavdv  to  pay  the  mounted  vol- 
tmteers  lor  the  use  of  tnetr  horses;  for  the  law 
makmg  the  appropnation  says,  '<for  the  expenses 
of  the  mounted  voinnteers,  ninety  thousand  dolr 
lai^"  whiehiaw  Mr.  C.  read  to  the  House.  Frost 
the  ktw  iEtself,  he  said,  he  thought  it  would  be  seen 
that  the  appropriation  was  not  intended  for  this 
particulaT  fNurt  of  the  expends,  but  was  intended 
for  the  ^hole  expenses;  at  least  there  was  no  ex- 
prassion  in  the  law  that  had  at  all  specified  that 
part  Kd  the  expenses  of  the  mounted  voltmteers,  as 
imd  been  contended,  for  the  whole  amount  was 
appropriated.  However,  he  said,  he  had  only 
contended  that  it  was  to  cover  something  more 
than  to  pay  them  forty  cents  per  day  for  the  use  of 
their  horses,  and  that^  after  the  views  that  had 
been  ffiven  to  the  House  yesterday,  by  the  gentb- 
man  from  New  York^  on  this  point,  he  had  tatoi 
anae  pains  to  aseertam  the  fact;  that  he  had  tluit 
morning  addressed  a  note  to  the  Paymaster  Qen^ 
eral  on  the  subject,  and  the  answer  was,  that  the 
appropriation  vras  made  to  cover  other  chums, 
that  remained  unpaid,  that  had  accrued  during  the 
late  war  with  England,  as  well  as  the  volunteer 
mounted  men  on  the  Seminole  campaign.  This, 
he  said,  was  a  further  confirmation  of  the  oorreet- 
ness  of  the  statement  he  had  made,  if  any- thing 
besides  the  law  itself  had  been  necessary  to  show 
it.  He  said  he  knew  himself  that  there  were 
many  claims  for  pay,  for  the  use  of  hocws,  that 
had  originated  tn  the  late  war  between  tbisooun^ 
try  and  England,  that  remained  yet  impaid:  Ik 


had  himself  received  a  great  number  of  them  since 
the  meeting  of  the  present  Congress,  which  are 
only  jjust  now  forwarded  to  the  proper  department 
for  si^ement;.  and  it  was  the  xnowled^  of  this 
iact  that  made  him  suppose  that  the  aopropriation 
that  had  been  alluded  to  was  intended  to  cover 
something  more  than  barely  to  pay  the  mounted 
volunteers  on  the  Seminole  campaign  for  the  use 
of  their  horses.  In  this  opinion,  he  said,  he  was 
borne  out  by  the  expression  of  the  law  itself;  and 
if  in  it  he  was  wrong,  it  seems  that  the  Paymaster 
General  must  have  been  mistaken  also,  wnich  he 
did  not  think  at  all  probable.  But,>^he  said,  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  when  he  made  the 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  seemed  to 
found  his  objection  on  the  phraseology  of  a  pai^ 
ticular  part  of  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said  he  coald  not 
believe  that  the  House  would  think  this  a  sufficient 
ground  to  reject  the  bill,  (for  aueh  was  the  effect 
of  the  motion  if  it  was  carried,)  for,  he  said,  he 
vrould  agree  to  have  the  words  the  gandemaa  oh- 
lected  to  stricken  out,  rathor  than  me  tuU^aald 
be  lost ;  for  he  did  not  think  them  of  vmeh  iai^ 
poetance  any  wav.  However,  he  saw  ao  neeas- 
sity  for  strikmg  tnem  out  of  the  bill,  as  he  did  act 
apprehend  that  too  great  latitude  would  'be  given 
m  its  construction  as  it  now  stood. 

The  gentleman  from  New  Ycwk  (Mr.  SToaas) 
had  called  the  former  \x^  passed  on  this  sal^act  a 
gratuity  on  the  patt  of  the  Gkivemment,  and  con- 
tended that  there  was. no  obligation  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  to  pay  for  such  losses.  On  this 
point,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  h^  quite  a  different  doe- 
trine  ;  he  contended  that  there  was  an  obligation 
cm  the  Government ;  that  there  was  an  implied 
contract  between  the  Government  and  the  individ- 
ual entering  its  service;  each  had  something  to 
perform,  and  either  party  failing  to  fulfil  its  obli- 
gation, was  responsible  to  the  omer  fer  the  imury 
or  loss  sustained  in  consequence  of  sueh  foiture. 
He  said  he  did  not  profess  to  be  a  lawyer,  but  in 
this  position  he  believed  he  was  borne  out  by  the 
decisiohs  of  the  common  courts  of  our  country ; 
aad  he  thought  the  principle  acorrecl  one:  and 
where  mounted  troops  were  received  into  the  tier- 
vice,  it  was  as  nmch  the  duty  of  the  GoTVremaat 
to  furnish  forage  for  the-  horse  as  rations  for  the 
rider.  This  he  viewed  as  an  obligation  implied  on 
the  part  of  the  Government  ^  therefore,  any  losses 
that  may  aocrue  to  any  Individual,  thus  eatertag 
its  service,  in  consequence  of  such  a  foilure,  ought 
to  be  sustained  by  the  Government  itself,  and  not 
the  individual,  (in  aH  cases  where  it  had  happened 
without  anj  fault  or  neglect  on  his  part)  Gentle- 
men, he  said,  talked  abMt  remuneration  for  losses 
sustained  in  this  way  being  an  act  of  lM)erality  on 
the  part  of  the  Government.  Sir,  said  he,  I  do 
not  ask  it  as  an  act  of  libersility :  I  ask  it  for  these 
people  as  an  act  of  strict  justice.  He  held  the 
opinion,  that,  if  it  was  not  already,  it  ought  to  be, 
a  fixed  and  permanent  priaciple  in  the  wws  of  our 
Government,  that  any  mdividual  who  shall  OM^e 
a  samfioe  of  his  prc^erty,  or  lose  it  in  this  way, 
in  defence  of  the  comitrv,  should  be  Temnnerated. 
it  was  too  modi,  he  sud,  to  easpeel  of  any  penoa 
toencountor  the  fatigne  and  hardship  that  thew 
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people  had  encoantered,  and  then  compel  them, 
oesides,  to  bear  the  ^oss  of  all  the  property  they  had 
on  earth  y  for,  he  had  no  doubt,  that  was  in  fact 
the  titttation  of  some,  or  would  be  in  the  event  this 
bill  was  rejected.  The  horse  they  rode,  and  equi- 
pagje  for  the  service,  was,  no  doubt,  in  many  cases, 
their  whole  property.  And  are  gentlemen  preparea 
to  adopt  the  principle,  that  a  man  shall  deprive 
himself  of  all  comfort,  encounter  every  fatigue  and 
hardship,  in  the  service  of  his  country,  after  losing 
his  horse,  wade  and  plunge  through  the  lakes  and 
swamra  of  Florida,  nundreds  of  miles,  at  the  risk 
of  his  life  or  the  destruction  of  his  constitution,  and 
add  to  this  calamity  of  the  patriot  the  loss  of  every 
thniff  he  had  on  eajth  ?  However  little  it  may  be, 
it  is  his  all,  and  is  equally  as  interesting  to  him  as 
though  he  had  thousands. 

He  put  it,  he  said,  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  as  well  as  the  |^entleman  from  Virginia,  to 
reflect  a  little,  and  think  how  they  would  feel,  in 
case  they  themselves  were  in  that  situation,  and 
had  lost  every  thing  they  were  in  possession  of.  as 
to  property,  m  defence  of  their  country,  and  that 
same  country  was  to  refuse  to  make  them  any 
remuneration.  Sir,  said  Mr.  C,  the  situation 
of  our  Treasury  is  no  obstacle  in  my  way  9  the 
deficit  of  five  millions  is  not  a  sufficient  argu- 
ment against  the  just  claim  of  these  people  for 
remuneration  for  tiieir  losses.  If'  the  deficit  was 
even  greater  than  it  is,  it  would  not  influence  my 
decision  on  this  subject;  fori  would,  as  I  have 
said  before^  lay  taxes  on  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  if  It  were  necessary,  to  pay  them ;  and 
more,  sir,  I  would  even  tax  a  single  State,  rather 
than  see  the  burden  entirely  £Bdl  on  these  patriotic 
individuals,  who  are  the  least  of  aU  others  able  to 
bear  it  Mr.  C.  repeat^  that  he  would  not  be 
drawn  into  the  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  G^eral 
Jackson ;  he  took  occasion,  however,  to  say,  that 
he  was  not  nn  advocate  for  his  conduct ;  liut  the 
conduct  of  that  oflicer,  whether  legal  or  illegal, 
had  no  relation  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
If  Gkneral  Jackson,  or  even  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  had  violated  any  trust  that  had  been 
reposed  in  than,  when  the  fact  was  ascertained,  he 
was  willing  to  so  as  far  as  any  member  of  the 
House  to  have  the  proper  punishment  inflicted ; 
but,  in  this  he  would  bie  stnctly  ffovemed  by  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution.  Ii  any  gendeman 
should  think  that  any  officer  of  the  Government, 
whether  in  the  Cabinet  or  field,  has  done  wronff. 
respecting  the  Seminole  campaign,  let  them  ciffl 
thon  to  account  in  a  proper  way  9  go  at  the  officer 
who  has  thus  acted^  promptly  and  fairl);,  but  do 
not  let  the  whole  misfortune  fall  on  the  innocent 
and  unfortunate  soldier,  (whojs  bound  by  your 
laws  to  obey  whomsoever  you  think  proper  to  place 
over  him,)  by  withholding  from  him  just  remune- 
ration for  his  losses.  It  v^  only  asked,  that  you 
will  extend  in  this  case  to  a  few  sufferers  the  same 
justice  that  you  have  heretofore  extended  to  hun- 
dreds, perhaps  thousands,  who  have  sustained  losses 
in  a  similar  way.  If  you  withhold  it,  jrou  will  not 
only  be  guilty  of  injustice  b^ween  citizen  andcit- 
nen,  but  also,  in  man^  instances,  between  brother 
and  bfother,  as  will  la  faet  bothecase:  one  has 


been  in  service  and  been  paid  fbt*  his  losses,  whfle 
another,  having  sustained  losses  in  the  same  way 
could  be  refused.  And  it  certainly  is  a  good  prin- 
ciple in  any  Government,  not  only  to  do  jostiee, 
but  to  extend  equal  justice  to  all  who  have  claims 
of  the  same  nature.  This  is  the  object  of  the  bill 
before  the  House,  and  he  thouffht  it  was  suffici- 
ently guarded  to  prevent  any  muds  from  being 
practiced  on  the  Grovemment  If  such  things  were 
attempted,  they  would  be  detected  by  that  vigilant 
officer  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  act  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  law,  in  settlingtheSb  claims.  There- 
fore he  hoped  the  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  in- 
cMnitely  would  not  succeed. 

Mr.  Storrs  said,  that,  according  to  the  esti- 
mate on  which  this  appropriation  of  ^0,000  was 
founded,  the  money  was  to  pay  for  the  mounted 
volunteers  in  the  Seminole  war.  If.  indeed,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  seemea  to  think,  the 
money  appropriated  for  that  purpose  had  been  oth- 
erwise applied,  it  would  be  better  to  give  up  at 
once  the  power  of  this  House  over  the  disbom- 
ment^  of  public  moneys,  ai|d  appropriate  m  groK 
sum  annually. for  military  purposes,  and  leave  the 
disposition  of  the  whole  to  the  discretion  of  the 
War  Department.    If  this  misapplication  of  ap- 

Eropriated  moneys  had  taken  plMe,  he  had  no 
esitation  in  saying  it  would  have  been  a  trick  and 
a  fraud  practised  on  the  House. .  Where  mofney  is 
apiNTOpriated  for  a  specific  object,  under  the  esti- 
mate of  the  Head  01  any  Department,  it  was  sot 
for  that  Department  afterwards  to  tell  thb  House 
that  they  wanted  it  for  a  purpose  difllerent  from 
that  for  which  it  was  actually  appropriated.  Ap- 
propriations must  be  apj^ied  strictlf  to  their  ob- 
jects. Depart  from  this  principle,  and  there  was 
an  end  to  all  utility  in  appropriation.  Recnrrina 
to  the  bill  before  the  House,  Mr.  S.  said  he  objected 
to  all  ffeneral  provisions  for  payingr  claims.  It 
would  be  recollected  that  Congress  had  found  it 
necessary  promptly  to  interpose  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  disbursements  under  the  claims  law  which 
was  attempted  to  be  made  a  precedent  for  this  biB. 
You  pass  a  law,  said  Mr.  S.,  containing  general  pro- 
visions for  payiujg  a  certain  description  of  claims, 
and  the  execution  of  this  law  is  intrusted  to  some 
subordinate  officer  of  the  Government,  who  may 
take  it  into  hb  head  to  consider  our  intention  to 
have  been  difierent  from  what  it  appears  to  be,  as, 
from  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennes- 
see, it  app^u^  the  Paymaster  General  did  about  the 
appropriation  for  paying  for  the  use  of  the  horses 
employed  in  the  Semmole  war.  Thesie  things 
will  happen,  and  the  only  security  we  have  against 
fuch  misapprehensions,  is,  to  legislate  for  particu- 
lar cases  as  they  arise.  Mr.  S.  would  not  now,  he 
said,  enter  into  the  ^eral  question  of  the  legality 
•f  the  orders  by  which  these  volunteers  were  called 
into  service :  but  he  would  state,  for  the  satisfisc- 
tion  of  gentlemen,  that  the  House  miffbt  expect  a 
report  on  this  subject,  at  a  future  day,  from  a  com- 
mirtee  of  which  he  had  the  honor  to  be  the  chair- 
man. But  there  was  one  thing,  he  said,  which 
he  knew  not  how  he  could  ever  understand,  and 
on  which  the  HoQse  would  jMobably  be  leA  in  the 
dark.    There  were  officers  engaged  in  that  eaqpe- 
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dition  who  were  not  known  to  the  law  at  all — such 
as  comminaries,  assistant  inspector  genends,  ad- 
jutant ffen^als,  and  one  major  general.  As  for 
the  Incuans,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  how 
or  where  thef  got  their  grades  of  office.  Bein^ 
an  independent  nation,  possibly  they  derived  their 
rank  from  the  comicil  of  thek  own  nation,  for 
there  was  certainly  nothing  in  our  laws  to  author- 
ize the  ajqxMntment  of  Indian  officers.  He  hoped 
the  bill  would  be  indefinitely  postponed.  ^  Should 
this  motion  prevail,  he  pledged  himself,  so  far  as 
he  was  concerned,  to  ffive  a  fair  consideration  to 
cases,  coming  singly  before  the  House,  of  such 
claims  as  would  be  embraced  by  the  bill  if  passed 
into  a  law. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virffinia,  said  he  had  not  in- 
tended again  to  trouble  me  House  on  this  question. 
Some  remarks,  however,  from  an  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  Gross,)  deserved  no- 
tice. That  honorable  gentlenmn  had  been  pleased 
to  say  that  it  was  unworthy^  the  dijopaity  of  this 
House  to  get  rid  of  this  question  in  this  way.  Mr. 
J.  said  he  did  not  precisely  understand  the  gentle- 
man ;  he  did  not  know  what  he  m^nt  by  the  dig- 
nity of  this  House.  Was  it  unworthy  the  dignity 
of  this  House  to  get  rid  of  an  unjust  claim — a 
claim  piefetred  by  individuab  who  have  violated 
the  laws  of  their  country,  and  violated  the  laws  of 
nations,  too?  If  this  be  undignified  in  his  opinion, 
said  Mr.  J.,  I  shall  not  ask  the  worthy  gentleman 
from  New  York  to  permit  his  standard  of  dignity 
to  smiare  my  actions.  I  consider  the  dignity  of 
this  House  essentially  dependent  on  a  due  obser- 
vance of  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  of 
the  laws  of  nations ;  and  shall  we  be  told  that  we 
prostrate  that  dignity  when  we  ask  of  those  who 
claim  of  us  by  vniat  authority  they  claim  1  This 
argument  may  have  weight  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  but  it  is  worse  than  dust  in  the 
balance  with  those  who  weigh  their  honor  and 
dignity  in  the  same  scales  as  I  do.  Neither  would 
the  poverty  of  the  Treasury,  I  hope,  induce  any 
ipentieman  to  reject  a  claim  presented  to  us,  were 
that  claim  founded  in  justice. 

The  same  gentleman  has  told  the  House,  said 
BCr.  J.,  that  the  PresidefU  had  made  no  comnlaint 
that  me  General  had  violated  hjs  orders ;  and  inti- 
mated that  until  the  President  complained  we  ought 
to  ti^  it  for  granted,  although  the  letter  and  the 
record  to  the  c<mtrary  are  both  before  us,  that  he 
did  not.  I,  said  Mr.  J.,  take  nothing  for  granted 
which  is  capaUe  of  demonstration,  until  tne  test 
has  been  ap^ed.  Look  at  the  order  ^ven  to  this 
commanda^in-chief^  and  let  us  examine  for  our- 
seves  whether  he  conformed  to  his  orders.  Mr.  J. 
then  quoted  the  letter  from  the  War  Department 
to  General  Jackson^  directing  him  to  repair  to  the 
frontier  and  take  eommand  of  the  forces  assembled 
there,  and,  if  he  considered  an  additional  force 
neeeflHUj,  authorizing  him  "  to  call  on  the  £xec- 
utiyes  or  the  adjoining  States  for  detachments  of 
the  militia,"  Ac.  That,  he  said,  was  the  order ; 
and  he  asked  whether  the  President  of  the  United 
States  could  have  given  General  Jackson  any  other 
orders  ?  Could  the  President  himself  have  accept- 
ed the  service  of  volunteers  ?     If  he  had  so  done, 


the  President  of  the  United  States,  like  the  com- 
mander-in-chief of  the  Southern  division,  would 
have  violated  the  laws  of  the  country.  The  sev- 
eral laws  passed  during  the  late  war  with  Great 
Britain,  authorizing  the  President  tp  accept  the 
service  of  volunteers,  had  at  that  time  either  ex- 
pired, or  been  repealed  at  the  close  of  the  war,  in 
1815.  The  President,  Mr.  J.  said,  could  confer  on 
military  officers  no  higher  power  than  he  himself 
possessed.  During  the  late  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. Congress  thought  it  proper  to  pass  a  law  to 
autnorize  the  President  to  accept  the  services  of 
volunteers,  because  the  Constitution  had  prescribed 
the  mode  in  which  armies  should  be  raised  and 
officered.  It  is  this  charter,  said  Mr.  J.,  which 
breathes  into  the  President — into  every  officer  of 
the  Government — ail  the  power  he  can  legally  or 
rightfully  exercise ;  and  it  has  made  it  necessary 
that  all  armies,  of  every  description,  shall  be  raised 
by  authority  of  this  House.  Sucn  laws  having 
been  passed  when  they  were  necessary,  they  were 
repealed  when  the  representatives  or  the  people 
saw  that  there  was  no  loneer  any  occasion  for  a 
force  of  this  description.  When  we  were  at  peaee 
with  all  the  world,  said  Mr.  J.,  it  was  not  eyen 
dreamed  of,  that,  to  chastise  a  petty  Indian  tribe, 
and  a  few  runaway  negroes,  it  would  be  necessary 
fbr  an  additional  army  to  be  raised.  No,  Mr.  J. 
said,  it  was  expected  that  the  mUitiaskGold  be  called 
out,  if  necessary,  who  were  always  ready,  when 
called  upon,  to  march  in  defence  of  the  country. 
He  contended,  therefore,  that  this  force  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men — one  thousand  -five 
hundred  Indians  and  one  thousand  mounted  gun- 
men— ^had  been  raised,  not  only  without  any  au- 
thority, but  directly  against  the  law  of  the  coun- 
try ;  and  that  these  persons  had  no  claim  on  the 
United  States,  even  for  the  payment  of  their  wages, 
much  less  for  payment  for  contingent  losses. 

Mr.  J.  said  he  had  adverted  to  the  state  of  the 
Treasury,  not,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Y<»k 
seemed  to  suppose,  to  get  rid  of  a  just  debt.  Far 
from  it.  He  would  mortgage  the  soil,  he  would 
tax  the  people  as  long  as  they  could  bear  taxes,  to 
pay  the  just  debts  of  the  nation.  He  had  adverted 
to  the  state  of  the  Treasury  to  show  the  importai|it 
fact  that  our  receipts  were  already  le^s  than  our 
expenditures ;  and  that  it  was  by  the  ffreat  increase 
of  our  expenditures,  and  allowing  the  Executire 
officers  to  expend  money  without  previous  author- 
ity, that  thb  state  of  tnings  had  been  produced. 
The  President,  said  Mr.  J.,directs-an  officer  to  call 
militia  into  service ;  the  officer  calls  into  service 
a  different  force,  of  mounted  gunmen^  and  you  are 
then  told  you  will  prostrate  your  dignity  unless 
you  pay  all  that  is  demanded  of  you !  I  would  not 
permit  any  individual,  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States  downwards,  to  transcend  appropria- 
tions by  a  sin^e  cent.  The  President  is  bound  to 
see  the  laws  executed,  and  he  ought  not  to  permit 
them  to  be  transcended.  Look  through  all  the  roll  of 
public  officers,  you  can  find  scarcely  one  who  has 
not  exceeded  tne  appropriations  made  by  law  in 
his  expenditures.  You  appoint  a  Commissioner 
of  Public  Buildings,  to  buy  bricks  and  lime,  and  to 
hire  bricklayers  and  carpenters — to  do  what  is  a 
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matter  of  cakuUtioii — and  evea  he  feds  himsdf 
justified  to  exceed  your  appBopriations  by  ninety 
or  an  hundred  thousand  doUars.  The  expenses  for 
the  Navy  this  year  have  exceeded  the  ajnpropda- 
tion  by  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  What  is 
the  excess  of  the  Military  expenditure,  we  do  not 
know.  I  ask,  said  Mr.  J.,  if  it  be  not  time  to  arrest 
this  progress — this  fearful  and  dangerous  proirress 
— to  ruin  ?  The  moment  the  ofilcers  of  the  Goy- 
ernment  should  by  precedent,  by  the  acquiescence 
of  Congress,  be  perinitted  to  prescribe  the  rule  of 
their  own  action,  and  disregard  the  rule  prescribed 
for  them,  the  nation  would  indeed  be  going  head- 
kiur  to  ruin. 

One  word  only  in  replv  to  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  who  had  asked  why  a  distinction  should 
be  made — ^why  Congress  should  pay  that  portion 
of  our  citizens  who  nad  volunteered  their  services 
during  the  British  war,  and  should  refuse  to  pay 
those  who  had  served  during  the  Seminole  can^ 
paign.  Could  the  gentleman,  Mr.  J.  said,  have 
reflected  a  moment,  and  not  have  antioipated  the 
answer?  The  one  was  a  ConstitutionaJwar,  de- 
clared l>y  Congress— ^neither  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  tne  United  States,  nor  by  any  ofilc^  su- 
bordinate to  him.  The  call  for  volunteers  in  ^at 
war  vras  made  under  an  existing  law,  passed  by 
Congress,  authcnrizing  the  acceptance  of  the  ser- 
vioes  of  volunteers.  For  services  rendered  by  such 
v^^unteors.  Congress  were  bound  to  pay  and  indem- 
nify them  for  losses  where  they  were  of  such  a 
character,  as,  by  right,  and  the  usages  of  war,  the 
nation  oi^rht  to  have  compensated.  In  the  other 
case,  the  volunteers  had  ^ne  into  service  without 
authwity,  and  had  no  claim,  either  on  the  justice 
or  liberality  of  Con^rress.  His  wish  was  to  dis- 
courage such  proceedmgs  hereafter ;  and,  if  the  re- 
jection of  this  claim  was  calculated  to  prevent  any 
commanding  officer  from  hereafter  raising  armies 
on  his  own  reqx>nsibility,  the  result  would  be  a 
most  happy  one  for  the  country. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  after  noticing  the  ob- 
ject of  the  present  bill,  and  briefly  stating  the  oh- 
lections  to  it,  said  that  these  objections  could,  in 
nis  opinion,  be  removed.  On  the  26th  December, 
1817,  said  he,  the  Secretary  of  War  issued  ordos  to 
Qeneral  Jackson  to  repair,  with  as  little  delay  as 
piiai^cable,to  Port  Scott,  and  assume  the  immediate 
command  of  the  fopces  in  that  quarter  of  the 
Southern  division ;  that  the  increasing  di^lay  of 
hostile  intentions  by  the  Seminole  Indians,  may 
render  it  necessary  to  concentrate  all  the  contigu- 
ous disposable  force  of  his  division  in  that  quarter; 
that  the  regular  force  there  was  about  ei^ht  hun- 
dred strong,  and  that  one  thousand  militia  of  the 
State  of  Georgia  were  called  into  service:  that 
Qeneral  Gaines  estimated  the  strength  of  the  In- 
dians at  twenty-seven  hundred ;  and  states,  "should 

*  you  be  of  opinion  that  our  numbers  are  too  small 
'  to  beat  the  enemy,  you  will  call  on  the  Executives 

*  of  the  a^jaoent  States  for  such  an  additional  mili- 
<  tia  force  as  you  may  deem  requisite;"  and,  afW 
noticing  several  ontera  to  General  Gaines,  con- 
cludes nb  letter  by  stating, "  with  this  view  you  may 

*  be  prepared  to  concentrate  your  force,  and  to  adopt 

*  the  necessary  measures  to  lenninate  a  contest 


'  which  it  has  been  the  desire  of  the  Pfestdent,  fipcMi 
'  considerations  of  humanity,  to  avmd.  but  which  is 
^  now  made  necessary  by  their  settled  hoatilitiei.^ 

These  orders  placed  General  Jackson  in  a  state 
of  great  responsibility,  and  complete  power  ada* 
quate  thereto  was  vested  in  him.  On  the  11th  of 
January.  1818,  G^eral  Jackson  received  these  or- 
ders, which  were  imperative  and  urgent.  The 
state  of  afiairs  in  the  Southern  country-  required 
immediate  action.  At  that  time  Major  Mohkn- 
burg,  who  had  attempted,  with  the  regular  force 
under  his  command,  vq  ascend  the  Appaladncola 
river,  immediately  after  the  massacre  of  Lieut. 
Scott  and  his  party,  was,  with  his  troops,  in  danger 
of  being  destroyed  by  a  superior  force  of  neenemj, 
and  the  people,  on  the  Southern  frontier,  were  li- 
able to  the  horrors  of  murder  and  ^evastaition. 
At  that  time  the  Goivernor  of  Ta&neasee  was  at 
Knoxville.  two  hundred  miles  distant  from  Nash- 
ville. Wnat  was  the  Governor  to  do;  how  was 
hetoacti  WashetosendtothfeGovertior  of  Ten- 
nessee, desiring  him  to  order  the  requisite  number 
of  miutia  to  w  raised?  In  this  event  a  letter,  li- 
able to  accidents,  must  tuavel  two  hundred  mileB, 
and  the  answer  two  hundred  miles,  before  the 
General  would  be  informed  of  the  measure  adopt- 
ed by  the  Governor  to  imbody  the  men;  and  he 
would  be  obliaed  afterwards  to  wait  until  the  mmi- 
ber  was  raised,  in  conformity  with  the  ntftitia  lawa 
of  Tennessee.  Will  it  be  said  that  General  Jadr- 
son,  in  the  situadon  he  was  in,  and  knowing  the 
military  spirit,  patriotism,  and  activity  of  tSe  of- 
ficers and  privates  of  the  Tennessee  tmlitia^  as  he 
did,  ought  to  have  so  delayed?  No.  The  a^fety 
of  the  people  forbade  it.  He  did  that  which  was 
right,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  da  On  the  day  he 
received  the  orden,  he  appealed  to  the  patriotisai 
of  the  people  of  Tennessee.  He  addressed  a  cir- 
cular to  certain  officers  of  the  militia,  iiiibraung 
themof  the  state  of  things  in  the  Soutfaenn  eoaniry ; 
that  '^the  aid  of  one  thousand  mounted  gunmen, 
<  completely  armed  and  equimped,  and  tp  servt  d»F^ 
'  ing  the  campaign,  is  asked  or  West  Teniiessee.  Cut 
^  you  raise  them,  and  be  ready  for  the  field  in  tea 
'  days?  An  answer  is  expected  4n  five  days,  and  it 
^  is  anticipated  that  th^  number  required  i^  now 
'  ready."  And  he  informed  them  thtt  the  grade  c^ 
the  officers  vras  to  be  determined  by  theras^Tea,  or 
the  platoon  officers  of  the  regiment ;  and  the  <^cers 
raismg  companies  were  to  command  them ;  aiMl  re- 
quested thecmcers,  andalUuch  as  could  raise  acom- 
pany,  to  meet  him  at  Nashville  on  the  9th  of  that 
month. 

On  the  same  11th  of  January,  1818,  the  Oeaeral 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
then  at  Knoxville,  stating  to  him  that  he  had  re- 
ceived orders  that  day  from  the  Picsident  of  the 
United  States,  to  repair  to  Fort  Scott,  Geoigk, 
vmh  instructions  to  call  on  the  Governors  of  the 
neighboring  States  foE  such  additional  militia  foite 
as  may  be  deemed  neeessary  to  co-operate  with  all 
the  disposable  regular  force  of  the  Southern  divis- 
ion^  against  the  Seminoles;  that  he  had  addressed 
a  circular  to  sev^al  of  the  brave  c^ceia  who  serv- 
ed with  hhn  during  the  Creek  campaign;  that  a 
timely  address  to  the  patriotism  or  imt  cftkcns 
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wv/M  eoAfate  him  to  effiiet,  by  volunteer  enlist- 
monts.  what  would  otherwise  haye  to  be  done  by 
dimignt  \  that  he  had  called  for  one  thonsandmount- 
ed  men;  and,  if  the  appeal  did  prore  inefficacious, 
tint  he  would  embrace  the  earnest  opportunity  of 
making  the  requisition  on  him  for  a  live  number  of 
dsaagmed  militia. 

On  the  12th  of  January,  1818,  he  adikessed  a  let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  at  War^  acknowledging  the 
reeeipt  of  his  orders  of  the  26th  of  Decem  wr ;  that 
he  ^d  noted  the  contents,  and  would  promptly 
attend  to  them;  and  stating  that  he  had  deemed 
it  pradent  and  advisable  to  call  from  the  west  end 
of  Tennessee  for  one  thousand  volunteer  gun-men, 
to  serve  during  the  campaign ;  that  with  mis  force, 
in  eonjonction  with  the  regular  troops,  he  could 
aet  prempdy,  and,  with  the  smiles  g(  heaven,  suc- 
ceamlly,  against  any  force  that  could  be  epneen- 
trated  by  the  Seminoles  and  their  auxiliaries.  He 
stated  the  reasons  inducing  him'  to  call  for  these 
vdunteers:  tktt  the  eflfect  of  the  appeal  he  had 
UHide  would  be  known  by  the  19th  of  that  month ; 
that  he  had  written  to  the  Qovemor  of  Georgia  to 
continue  in  the  field  the  one  thousand  men  required 
by  General  Gaines,  and  stated  his  reasons  for  doing 
so;  and  that  he  hoped  to  leave  Nashville  on  the 
22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott. 

On  the  19th  or  January,  1818,  he  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  Governor  of  Tennessee,  informing  him 
that  on  that  day  the  officers  had  met  him,  and  re- 
ported that  two  regiments  of  mounted  gunmen 
would  rendezvous  at  Fayetteville,  on  the  31st  of 
that  month,  prepared  and  equipped  for  a  tour  of 
six  months;  and  on  the  20th  of  same  month  he 
wrote  to  the  Secretary  at  War.  from  Nashville, 
atattn^  that  the  officers  had,  on  tne  preceding  day, 
met  Jum  at  that  place,  and  ffiven  every  assurance 
of  their  ability  to  assemble  two  x^iments  of 
mounted  gunmen  by  the  31st  of  that  month,  at 
any  designated  point  within  the  western  partof  tnat 
State;  mat  he  had  ordered  them  to  rendezvous  at 
Fayetteville,  and  that  he  would  leave  Nashville 
on  the  22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott.  With 
this  letter  he  inclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Colonel 
Arbuckle  and  Major  Mnhlenburg,  showing  that 
the  fonner  must  remain  inactive,  and  that  the  lat- 
ter was  then  in  a  dangerous  situation. 

On  the  2l8t  January,  1818,  General  Jackson  is- 
sued orders  to  Colonel  A.  P.  Hayne,  Inspector 
Qeoeral,  to  repair  to  Fayetteville  on  the  31st,  and 
there  muster  and  receive  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  for  six  months,  if  not  sooner  db- 
ofaarged,  two  regiments  of  mounted  volunteers,  and 
to  conduct  them,  by  the  most  direct  and  practicable 
nmte,  to  Fort  Soott.  General  Jackson  set  out  from 
Nashville  on  the  22d  of  that  month,  for  Fort  Scott. 
Letters  from  Inspeetor  General  Hayne,  of  the  9th 
and  13th  of  February,  1818,  to  the  Secretary  at 
War,  inform  that  the  volunteers  w«re  mustered 
at  Fayetteville,  and  had  marched  to  the  south  bank 
of  Tennessee  river.  These  proceedinffs  manifest 
the  promptitude  with  which  Genml  Jackson  ex- 
ecuted the  oidei^  of  the  Executive ;  and  he  had 
reason  to  expect  that  his  proceeding  would  be  ap- 
proved bv  the  Executive  of  the  United  States  and 
oy  the  Governor  of  Tennessee.  His  proceedings 
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were  approved  by  the  £lxecutive  of  the  United 
States,  as  will  appear  by  letters  of  the  28th  ^n- 
uary,  of  the  6th  of  February,  and  7th  of  March, 
1618,  from  the  Secretary  at  War  to  him.   ' 

The  Governor  of  Tennessee,  in  extracts  of  two  • 
letters,  dated  Murfreesborougb.  April  6th,  1818,  to 
General  Jackson,  states  that  ne  had  received  his 
letter  of  the  11th  January,  at  Knoxville,  8eat  of 
government;  that  that  letter  and  his  letter  of  the 
19th  of  January  had  reached  him  by  the  mail,  and 
states,  "  your  mode  of  raising  those  troops  met  my 
'  entire  approbation,  and  I  gave  it  my  support,  in 

*  aiding  Captain  Dunlap  in  raising  a  company  of 
'  mounted  volunteers,  at  Southwest  Point,  which, 

*  I  have  since  learned,  joined  your  army  at  Fort 
'  Gadsden."  The  citizens  of  Tennessee  have,  since 
die  earliest  times,  been  in  the  habit  of  voluntarily 
performing  military  duties,  not  only  when  they 
were  part  of  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  but  also 
when  under  the  government  of  the  territory  south 
of  the  river  Ohio,  and  also  si^ce  they  have  been 
the  State  of  Tennessee. 

In  the  years  1776, 1779^  1780,  they  were  engaged 
in  war  with  the  Cherokee  Indians,  and  were  success- 
ful. In  the  year  1780,  during  tne  Revolutionary 
war,  the  British  troops,  aided  by  numerous  bandis 
of  tories,  had  overrun  a  great  part  of  Gteorgia,  oi 
South  and  North  Carouna.  The  British  army, 
commanded  by  Gteneral  Comwallis,  after  the  fatal 
battle  of  Camden,  was  advancing  eastwardly,  and 
the  celebrated  partisan  officer  Feijguson,  with  about 
twelve  hundred  British  and  tories,  had  advanced 
near  to  the  mountains  on  the  east  side  9  these 
things  being  heard  on  the  west  side  of  the  mouQ* 
tains^  a  corps  of  about  eight  or  nine  hundred 
mounted  volunteers,  armed  with  rifles,  assembled 
under  their  respective  Colonds  CampbeU,  Shelby, 
and  Sevier ;  they  crossed  the  moimtains,  and^  be- 
ing joined  by  some  volunteers  of  South  and  North 
Carolina,  pursued  Ferguson  and  his  troops,  came 
up  with  and  atmcked  him  ouKing^s  Mountain,  on 
the  7th  of  October,  1780,  and  gain^  a  complete 
victory.  Ferguson,  with  sever^  hundred  of  his 
troops,  fell  in  the  battle ;  Uie  residue  taken  prison- 
ers.  On  the  30th  November  1^80,  Congress  passed 
a  resolution^  expressing  the  high  sense  entertained 
of  the  spirited  and  military  conduct  of  Colonel 
Campbell,  and  the  officers  and  privates  oi  the  mi- 
litia under  his  oommand,  displayed  in  the  action. 

Mr.  R.  said  he.  could  speak  of  the  various  mil- 
itary operations  carried  on  against  the  hostile  In- 
dians, by  volunteers  under  command  of  General 
Sevier,  between  the  years  1784  and  1789.  in  which 
the  Indians  were  d^eated.  Soon  after  the  Treaty 
of  Holston,  in  1791,  Uie  Cherokees  began  anodier 
war,  which  continued  some  years ;  during  which, 
the  citizens  of  the  then  territory  south  of  the  river 
Ohio,  w«re  left  to  defend  themselves;  and  they 
did  defend  Uiemselves,  and  forced  the  Indians  to 
beat  rest  for  some  time.  Mr.  R.  said  he  need  not 
speak  of  the  military  ardor  and  good  conduct  of 
the  militia  of  Tennessee,  under  command  of  Goi- 
eral  Jackson,  during  the  late  Creek  war,  or  df  the 
thousands  of  them  who  were  under  his  command 
in  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  or  of  the  thousands 
of  them  who  were  at  MoImIc,  under  G«ierai  Win- 
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Chester.  He  said  he  spoke  of  these  past  events, 
to  show  that  the  citizens  of  Tennessee  were  more 
disposed  to  perform  military  duty  volontarily  ^an 
otherwise.  Greneral  Jackson  knew  their  disposition 
'and  patriotism,  and  as  he  observed  in  bis  letter  of 
the  19th  January,  1818,  had  circumstances  permit- 
ted, and  time  would  have  allowed,  and  the  emer- 
gency demanded  an  appeal  to  the  whole  State,  he 
had  no  douht  but  five  thousand  men  could  have 
been  raided.  From  what  has  been  said  on  this 
subject,  it  evidently  follows  that  G^eral  Jackson 
did, not  raise  an  army  of  his  own. 

The  next  point  is,  how  were  these  volunteers 
oflBicered?  The  constitution  of  Tennessee  was 
made  in  February,  1796.  It  provides  that  the 
militia  shall  elect  all  officers  under  the  grade  of 
general  officers ;  that  the  field  officers  shall  elect 
their  tffigadier  generals,  and  that  the  brigadier 
generals  and  field  officers  shall  elect  their  major 
generals.  Hence  it  follows,  that  the  militia  of 
Tennessee,  wheii  on  military  duty,  are  under  com- 
mand of  officers  of  their  own  choice.  Gteneral 
JaokscM),  in  his  circular  to  the  militia  officers,  tells 
them  that  the  grade  of  their  officers  was  to  be  deter- 
mined by  themselves,  or  the  platoon  officers  of  the 
regiment,  and  the  officers  raising  companies  to 
command  them.  When  these  brave  men  met  him 
at  Nashville  on  the  19th  of  January,  and  requested 
him  to  appoint  the  officers,  he  promptly  refused, 
and  replied — "  agree  among  yourselves  as  to  your 
officers."  He  stated  he  would  appoint  Colonel 
Hayne  to  lead  them  to  Fort  Scott.  The  officers 
then  agreed  that  Colonel  R.  H.  Dyer  should  com- 
mand the  first,  and  Colonel  T.  WilHamson  the 
second  regiment.  The  oUier  field  officers  were 
then  agreed  on  by  the  meeting.  The  General  stated 
to  them  the  humber  of  officers  on  the  peace  estab- 
lishment ;  the  officers  replied,  that  by  experience 
thfey  had  found  that  horsemen  required  more  offi- 
cers than  footmen.  He  Uien  said  to  them,  "  or- 
ganize yonrsdves  in  any  way  you  think  proper :  it 
will  rest  widi  the  Government."  This,  then,  said 
Mr.  R.,  appears  to  be  the  state  of  the  case  relative 
to  these  volunteer  officers  5  that  they,  being  offi- 
cers of  the  militia,  did  a^ree  upon  and  determine 
their  respective  commands  in  that  brigade  of  vol- 
unteers. The  letter  of  Colonel  Hayne,  dated  near 
Fayctteville,  9th  February,  1818,  to  the  Secretary 
at  War,  further  elucidates  this  subject.  Not  one 
officer  in  that  briffade  of  volunteers  was  commis- 
sioned by  General  Jackson^ 

The  Secretary  at  War,  in  his.  letter  of  the  8th 
of  February,  1818,  to  Oeneral  Jackson,  acquaints 
him  with  the  entire  approbation  of  the  President,  of 
all  the  measures  which  he  had  ^opted  to  terminate 
the  war  with  the  Indians ;  and  then  states,  that 
"  the  honor  of  our  Army,  as  well  as  the  interest  of 

*  our  country,  require  that  it  should  be  terminated 
*as  speedily  as  po^ble;  and  the  confidence  rc- 

•  posed  in  your  skill  and  promptitude,  assures  us 

•  that  peace  will  be  restored  on  such  conditions  as 

*  will  make  it  honorable  and  permanent."  These 
words  convey,  in  the  strongest  language,  ideas  of  the 
most  powerful  efi*ect  on  the  human  mind.  The 
same  ideas  are  conveyed,  although  not  in  such 
explicit  and  strong  terras,  in  the  letter  of  the  26di 
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December,  1817.  These  words  contain  a  com- 
mand to  General  Jackson  to  terminate  the  war, 
and  his  skill  and  promptitude  arerdied  on.  These 
words  coiotain  an  appeal  to  him  for  the  honor  of 
our  ArmjT,  of  which  ne  then  was,  and  now  h,  an 
officer  of  the  highest  ^rade.  They  contain  an 
appeal  to  him  as  a  patriot,  for  the  interest  of  ov 
country.  He  was  commairded  to  terminate  the 
war  as  speedily  as  practicable,  and  ample  power 
was  confided  to  him  to  terminate  it.  Sni^>ose  be 
had  not  exercised  that  power  ?  He  did  exercise  it 
He  could  not  terminate  the  war  without  additional 
force.  He  called  for  that  additional  force;  it  arose, 
it  came  voluntarily,  in  a  manner  instantaneously, 
composed  of  as  brave  men  as  ever  faced  danger. 
The  war  was  terminated  to  the  honor  of  our  army 
and  the  interest  of  our  country,  without  violatiBg 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  or  the  con- 
stitution of  Tennessee. 

The  people  of  Tennessee  have  for  many  j^kn 
been  fightine  for  the  honor  and  interest  of  &si 
country ;  and^wherever  thev  fought,  they  have  been 
successful.  Previous  to  tne  late  Semin(^e  war, 
they  had  put  down  all  the  conti^ous  hostile  tribes 
of  Indians,'  and  were  in  peace,  in  safety,  and  oat 
of  danger.  What  ^but  pure  patriotism,  could  in- 
duce one  thousand  brave  men  volantarur  to  rise 
and  leave  their  comfortable  homes,  in  tne  most 
inclement  season  of  the  year,  to  march  hundreds 
of  miles,  encountering  nungar,  cold,  and  hard- 
ships of  every  kind,  m  swamps,  morasses,  and 
deserts,  passing  deep  waters,  and  swimming  riversl 
They  encountered  these  difficulties ;  they  fought 
with  a  savage  enemy — that  enemy  was  subdued, 
and  peace  restored  to  our  Southern  frontieis.  To 
the  sufiering  of  such  privations,  and  enduring 
such  hardships,  and  fighting  with  such  an  enemy, 
the  consideration  of  pay  was  nothihg  to  these  vol- 
unteers ;  but  they  have  the  ^eatest  reward,  the 
approbation  of  the  ^eat  minority,  if  not  all,  oi 
the  people  of  this  nation ;  and  they  have  the  sp- 
probation  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  the  voice  of  the  people  is  with  him. 

I'hope,  said  Mr.  R.,  this  bill  will  not  be  post- 
poned, but  that  it  will  become  a  law ;  to  the  end, 
that  the  patriotic  volunteers  who  accompanied 
General  Jackson  may  be  indemnifiedfor  their  prop- 
erty lost  in  that  war.  He  said,  that,  in  the  course 
of  his. observations,  he  had  unavoidably  been  led 
to  notice  some  of  the  exertions  made  to  sn|^6rt 
the  honor  and  safety  of  the  United  States  by  the 
people  of  Tennessee,  oneof  whose  Representatives 
he  had  the  honor  to  be,  and  that  he  ever  woidd 
rejoice  in  being  the  Representative  of  such  people. 

Mr.  Gboss,  of  New  York,  said,  he  had  not 
given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  does  not  become 
the  dignity  of  the  House  to  got  rid  (^  an  unjust 
claim.  It  the  claim  was  unjust,  it  would  be  better 
to  meet  a  chiim  directly  than  to  set  rid  of  it.  in  a 
sideway  manner.  But  he  coiud  not  conceiTe 
wherein  was  the  injustice  of  this  claim.  Was  it 
unjust,  when  citizens  were  in  the  service  of  their 
countHT}  and  lost  their  property  by  the  neglect  of 
its  ofiocers)  that  they  should  be  compensated  for 
the  loss  ?  Was  this  demand  less  just  because  thef 
had  magnanimou^y  answered  the  call  of  General 
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Jackson  to  follow  him  to  the  field  in  defence  of 
their  country,  when  he  was  ceartain  of  the  appro- 
l)ation  by  the  country  of  his  conduct,  and  no  ob- 
jection to  it  was  made  by  the  only  person  whose 
authority  could  be  supposed  to  be  encroached  upon  ? 
Had  this  person,  the  Goyernor  of  Tennessee,  com- 
plained of  Gren.  Jackson's  conduct  ?  Had  he  shown 
any  disapprobation  of  it,  or  made  any  remonstrance 
against  this  act  of  the  General?  No,  sir,  said  Mr. 
G. ;  he,  too,  I  presume,  felt  and  acted  from  the 
same  patriotic  motives  as  these  volunteers.  When 
measures  were  taken  to  save  his  country,  he  did 
not  stand  upon  his  dignity.  So  far  from  it,  that 
it  appears,  from  everv  thing  we  see.  that  the  Gov- 
ernor approved  the  wnole  conduct  of  General  Jack- 
son, dut  suppose  the  Governor  had  even  found 
fault  with  it,  does  it  appear,  said  Mr.  G.,  that  these 
generous  Tennesseeans  had  any  other  obiect  in 
view  than  the  public  good  ?  Is  it  just,  then,  in 
answer  to  $hese  claims  for  losses  sustained,  to  tell 
them,  you  acted  imder  the  authority  and  direction 
of  a  man  who  had  not  a  strict  le^  right  to  call 
for  your  services  ?  Notwithstanding  I  am  as  sen- 
sible as  any  one  can  be  of  my  want  of  experience 
in  these  matters.  )  must  confess,  said  Mr.  G.,  1 
do  not  think  it  tne  proper  course.  As  for  the  ap- 
probation which  had  been  spoken  of,  it  was  notn- 
ing  to  the  purpose  in  the  present  debate ;  it  was 
not  made  for  the  purpose  of  paying  for  the  loss  of 
the  horses,  but  for  the  use  of  them.  Under  the 
present  taws,  a  volunteer  losing  his  horse,  ^ets 
nothing  for  him.  If  this  was  justice  or  equity, 
Mr.  G.  confessed  he  did  not  well  understand  them. 
Mr.  Jones  said,  when  these  mounted  volunteers 
were  called  into  service,  it  was  on  the  condition 
of  receiving  a  certain  sum  per  month  for  their  ser- 
vices, and  a  certain  amount  per  day  for  the  use  of 
each  horse ;  and  the  Grovernment  had  further  con- 
tracted to  furnish  the  men  with  provisions  and 
their  horses  with  forage.  From  the  failure  in  the 
latter  particular,  many  of  them  lost  their  horses. 
Ought  not  the  Grovernment  to  compensate  their 
loss  ?  But,  it  was  said,  these  men  had  b^n  acting 
without  authority  from  their  country,  and  there- 
fore ought  not  be  paid.  It  would  be  well  for  us 
$o  remember,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  not  only  the  Prest- 
dent  of  the  United  States  has  recognised  the  le- 
gality of  their  service,  but  that  Congress  itself  has 
passed  a  law  to  pay  these  men  for  their  services. 
Had  not  Congress,  Mr.  J.  asked,  by  so  doinff,  sanc- 
tioned the  employment  of  these  men?  He  eon- 
tended  it  had.  With  respect  to  the  commissions 
issued  to  the  officers  conunanding  these  volunteers, 
respectinp;  which  an  inquiry  had  been  made  by 
the  ffentkman  from  Virginia,  Mr.  J.  said  he  did 
not  know  that  they  had  any.  except  the  voice  of 
thote  whom  Uiey  commanded.  He  had  himself, 
he  said,  had  the  honor  to  command  a  volunteer 
corps  for  three  or  four  months,  and  he  never  had 
a  commission.  The  Government  recognised  and 
paid  him  for  hb  services,  though  without  a  coin- 
mission  'y  and  they  had  in  the  same  manner  paid 
others  doing  the  same  labor — ^fiffhtinff  the  battles 
of  their  country.  These  men,lie  added,  did  not 
claim  as  a  favor,  but  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  pay- 
ment for  their  norses  killed  in  battle  or  perished 


for  want  of  food.  And,  Mr.  J.  said,  something 
was  due,  in  acting  on  this  subject,  to  good  policy ; 
which  seemed  to  him  to  require  that  Congress 
should  not  disappoint  th^t  confidence  which  the 
soldier  has  that  he  will  be  paid  by  the  Grovernment 
for  his  services  and  losses.  If  this  bill  should  not 
pass,  the  effect  of  the  refusal  might  be  expected  to 
be  found  in  the  event  of  another  war,  if  their  ser- 
vices should  be  again  wanting. 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  to  the  point  of  the  apjm)- 
priation  of  $90,000,  said  to  have  been  appropriated 
for  paying  for  the  mounted  men  employed  in  the 
Seminole  war.  To  satisfy  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  had  addressed  a  note  to  the  Paymaster 
General,  to  which  he  had  just  received  an  answer, 
which  he  read  to  show  that  his  first  impressions 
on  the  subject  were  now  confirmed.  [This  note 
gave  direct  but  l»rief  answers  to  several  questions 
propounded  by  Mr.  C,  the  most  material  of  which 
was,  whether  a  part  of  the  $90,000  in  question 
had  not  been  applied  to  the  payment  for  the  use 
of  horses  during  the  late  war  with  England,  which 
had  not  been  previously  paid  for?  To  which  the 
answer  was,  ^ i  es.]  If,  Mr.  C.  said,  the  Secretary 
of  War,  or  any  one  else,  had  deviated  from  the 
letter  of  the  appropriation  in  this  or  anv  other 
case,  he  hoped  the  House  would  not  visit  nis  sins 
upoa  the  citizen  soldiers  of  the  country.  And  fur- 
ther, without  going  into  the  question  of  legality  of 
orders,  or  becoming  the  advocate  of  the  Major 
General  in  respect  to  that  campaign,  he  would  say 
thus  much :  if  that  officer  had  acted  incorrectly, 
let  the  punishment  fall  on  him,  and  not  on  those 
who  acted  under  him  in  a  subordinate  capacity. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  would  go  as  far  as  any  one,  where 
an  officer  had,  as  was  now  contended,  trampled 
on  the  liberties  of  the  country,  to  punish  him  there- 
for, but,  said  he,  we  have  no  right  to  extend  the 
punishment  to  those  who  ranged  themselves  under 
the  officers  whom  you  have  appointed  to  com- 
mand. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  enter  anew  into  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
but  to  notice  a  remark  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, over  the  way.  If  any  thing  could  go  to 
show  the  danger  of  precedent  m  this  Grovernment, 
the  case  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Jones)  would  conclusively  confirm  it  To 
what,  said  Mr.  J.,  are  we  referred?  To  the  ap- 
propriation of  last  session  for  the  pay  of  those  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  Seminole  expeoition.  And  I 
ask  those  members,  who  were  members  of  the  last 
Congress,  to  say  what  was  the  state  of  facts  on 
this  subject  ?  Did  we  know  at  the  time  that  three 
or  four  weeks  were  spent  in  the  discussion  of  the 
question,  arising  out  of  the  Seminole  war,  that 
General  Jackson  had,  of  his  own  authority,  organ- 
ized a  volunteer  force?  No,  sir ;  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  or  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
reasons  best  known  to  themselves,  did  not  trans- 
mit to  Congress  the  document  establbhing  that 
fact.  It  was  just  at  the  close  of  Uie  session  that, 
in  a  report  made  by  a  committee  of  the  Senate, 
the  document  was  first  disclosed.  We,  said  Mr. 
J.,  until  that  report  was  made,  knew  nothing  either 
ot  the  use  of  these  volunteers,  or  of  the  order  to 
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Qtnieral  Oaines  to  ta&e  possession  of  St  Augus- 
tine. This  fact  came  out  in  consecjuence  of  an  in- 
restigation  by  the  Senate  committee.  Is,  then, 
our  appropriation,  made  in  general  terms,  to  be 
construed  as  sanctioning  this  abuse  of  authority? 
l^t  die  gentleman  on  my  right  (Mr.  Cannon) 
says,  if  any  sin  has  been  committed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, or  the  military  commander,  we  ought  not  to 
visit  it  on  the  heads  of  the  soldiers.  Mr.  J.  said 
he  did  not  mean  so  to  do ;  but  to  refuse  them  pay- 
ment of  a  claim  set  up  for  having  done  that  which 
they  had  no  right  to  do.  No  commanded*  could 
have  raised  these  troops  without  their  own  con- 
sent ;  for  it  is  vain  to  tell  me,  said  Mr.  J.,  Uiat,  if 
any  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country  should  be 
call^  on  to  leave  their  nomes  to  make  a  military  ex^ 
cursion  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
they  ought  to  set  forth  without  first  inquiring  whe- 
dier  the  laws  of  the  country  justify  the  expedition. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  the  question 
now  seemed  to  be,  whether  the  war  carried  on 
against  the  Seminole  Indians  was  a  legal  war.  If, 
by  a  legal  war,  gentlemen  meant  a  war  preceded 
by  a  d^aration  Dy  Congress,  it  was  not.  But  it 
was  an  authorized  war,  as  beW  carried  on  against 
Indians.  If  he  recollected  right,  there  was  an  ap- 
plication from  Georgia  for  the  defence  of  the 
frontier.  A  Message  on  the  subject  was  «ent  to 
Congress,  and  on  me  19th  of  February,  1818,  an 
appropriation  was  made  to  pay  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia. [Mr.  Johnson  said  his  objection  to  the  legality 
of  the  war  referred  only  to  the  use  of  volunteers 
without  the  authority  of  law.]  Mr.  S.  resumed. 
In  the  session  of  1817-'18,  said  he,  we  knew  that 
a  war  existed  between  us  and  the  Seminoles  j  Uiat 
the  war  must  be  carried  on ;  and,  for  carrymg  it 
on,  we  appropriated  a  sum  of  money.  An  oitler 
was  given  to  General  Jackson  to  proceed  and  to 
take  command  of  the  whole  force ;  and  a  discre- 
tion was  given  to  him,  if  the  force  supposed  to  be 
in  service  was  not  sufficient,  to  call  for  any  de- 
tachments of  militia  which  he  might  find  necesswy . 
Now,  Mr.  S.  said,  he  wanted  to  know  where  was 
the  difference  between  a  draught  of  militia,  and  a 
call  for  volunteers  from  that  very  militia.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  had  said  that  the  volun- 
teers, during  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  were  au- 
thorized bylaw,  and  were  then  legal;  but  other- 
wise not  legal.  The  volunteers  authorized  by  law, 
during  the  British  war,  were  for  twelve  months, 
and  officered  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  militia  volunteers.  The  regular  mode  of 
draughting  the  militia,  Mr.  S.  said,  was  to  take, 
by  lot,  a  sufficient  number ;  but,  if  time  did  not 
TCnnit  this  operation,  volunteers  wwe  called  for. 
Still,  though  voluntem,  they  were  militia,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  and  not  volunteer  soldi^^. 
At  the  time  General  Jackson  received  the  orders 
which  placed  him  in  actual  command  of  the  forces 
operating  against  the  Seminoles,  he  was  not  at 
the  seat  of  government  of  Tennessee.  Anxious 
to  terminate  the  war  as  early  as  practicable,  he 
called  for  volunteers;  he  informed  the  Governor  of 
Tennessee  that  he  had  done  so,  and  the  Governor 
approved  the  act  It  is  a  very  common  thing  to  take 
ybhinteers  who  offer  themselves,  instead  of  making 


a  draught  from  the  militia.  When  Baltimore  was 
in  duneer,  the  militia  of  the  adjoining  State  of 
Pennsylvania  were  in  an  extraordinary  situation. 
The  militia  law  had  ceased  to  exist,  and  not  a 
man  in  the  State  had  a  valid  commission.  Bnt 
they  did  not  wait  for  law  or  for  orders  t  they  came 
to  Baltimore  in  number  1^500.  What  did  the  com- 
manding officer  at  Baltonore  do?  Did  he  tnm 
them  away?  No ;  he  took  them  into  service ;  he 
desired  them  to  choose  their  companv  officers,  and 
that  the  latter  should  choose  theix  fiWd  of&cera.  It 
wab  done;  and  these  men  were  paid  for  their  ser- 
vices during  the  whole  time  they  were  so  imbodied. 
With  regard  to  this  bill,  Mr.  S.  considered  l^e 
laW  of  1816  as  a  complete  {nrecedeht  for  it,  and  not 
an  unjust  one.  When  men  go  into  service  as 
mounted  volunteers,  they  are  taught  to  believe  the 
Government  trill  fumisn  them  with  forage,  and 
if  the  Grovemment  does  not  furnish  the  forage,  it 
is  morally  bound  to  pay  for  the  losses  sustained  in 
consequence  of  such  fiiilure. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  had  boned 
never  again  to  have  occasion  to  speak  m  tnat 
House  concerning  the  Seminole  war;  that  he 
would  not  now  say  a  Word  on  the  subject,  w^  if 
not  that  it  appeared  to  hinx.to  be  misunderstood 
by  some  gentlemen  who  had  addressed  the  House. 
When  petitioners  aj^ly.  said  Mr.  S.,  to  this  body, 
it  is  an  admission,  on  tneir  part,  that  the  existing 
laws  will  not  relieve  ^em.  A  critical  examination 
of  what  the  law  is,  seems  therefore  unnecessary. 
The  If  roper  question  to  be  considered  here  is,  what 
does  justice  require  to  be  done? 

It  has  been  said  by  some  gentlemen  that  the 
horses,  for  which  compensation  is  now  claimed, 
were  lost  in  an  illegal  war.  That  is  a  mistake. 
If  gentlemen  will  examine  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  militia  while  in  ac- 
tual service,  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on  the 
20th  day  of^  April,  1818,  and  ^ich  will  be  fonnd 
at  page  94  of  the  acts  of  that  session,  they  wiU 
find  that  Congress  declared  the  war.  In  that  act 
it  is  declared  that  die  widows  and  orphans  of  the 
militia  called  into  service,  or  who  may  be  called 
into  said  service,  "  in  prosecuting  said  war^  a^inst 
tne  Seminole  Indians,  and  die  or  be  killed  m  ser- 
vice, shall  have  pensions.  Here  is  an  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  existing  state  of  war  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  such 
a  recognition  is  the  only  decUration  of  war  neces- 
sary to  be  made  by  Congress  in  any  case. 

It  has  also  been  said  that  the  troops  employed 
were  raised  by  the  Gtoeral  himself,  without  Miy 
legal  authority — his  own  army.  If  gentlemen  wiD 
turn  to  page  100  of  the  acts  of  the  same  session  of 
Congress,  they  will  find  this  appropriation :  **  For 
expenses  of  mounted  volunteers,  nmety  thousand 
dollars."  This  appropriation  of  money  to  pvya 
descriptibn  of  troops  not  previously  autnorixed  hf 
any  existing  law — a  force  which  con^sCed  neither 
of  regulars  nor  militia,  as  organized  by  law,  was 
in  itself  an  authority  to  employ  the  kind  of  troops 
described,  to  wit:  ^<^ mounted  volunteera."  Con- 
g[ress  could  not  meai^  by  Uiis  description,  the  mili- 
tia, organized  and  ofkeeted  by  the  States^  but  vol- 
unteers, organizad  and  officered  accordmg^  to  the 
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•osage  of  volaateers.  That  usafle  is  for  the  men  to 
assemble  and  elect  their  own  oflScers,  whostrank  is 
recognised  when  they  are  received  into  the  service. 
In  this  manner  the  volunteers  who  make  this  claim 
were  raised,  organized,  and  officered,  and  this 
mode  of  conferring  rank  was  peculiarlv  proper  in 
Tennessee,  where^  by  the  militia  law  ot  the  State, 
the  men  elect  their  officers  mider  a  certain  grade, 
and  the  higher  grades  are  filled  by  an  ^election 
made  by  the  officers.  Congress  having  author- 
ized the  employment  of  such  irregular  troops^  it 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  important  whether 
the  call  on  tne  patriotism  of  the  young  men  of  the 
country  was  made  by  the  President,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  or  bv  the  command injg  General 
They  were  mustered  into  the  service  ofthe  United 
States^  and  they  did  their'^duty.  These  are  the 
material  facts  in  the  case. 

Had  mdlitia  been  called  for  bv  the  commanding 
General  under  the  orders  whicn  have  been  rea^ 
the  call  would  necessarily  have  bc;ien  made  on  the 
Ciovernor  of  Tennessee  j  but,  as  the  act  of  Con- 
g^ress  authorized  the  ej^ployment  of  ^'mounted 
volunteers,"  no  call  on  the  Qovemor  seems  to  have 
been  necessary.  It  was  not  necessary  that  they 
should  procure  his  approbation  before  they  ten- 
dered their  services,  nor  was  it  necessary  tliat  the 
commanding  General  should  procure  his  approba- 
tion before  he  accepted  their  <^ered  services.  But 
xeqpeotfor  the  Governor  induced  the  commanding 
General  to  inform  him  of  the  course  pursued, 
-which  met  his  entire  aj^robation. 

The  employment  of  mounted  vdunteers  having 
been  expressly  authorized  by  law,  and  such  troops 
having  oeen  employed  in  conformity  to  the  Uw, 
the  question  which  arises  is — Whether  it  is  just 
that  they  should  receive  compensation  for  horses 
loBt  in  the  service?  Every  mounted  volunteer 
who  lost  his  horse  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain 
received  from  the  Government  another  horse  in 
return;  and,  after  having  received  such  other 
horse,  he  was  allowed  forty  cents  per  day  for  the 
use  thereof.  As  the  mponted  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  Seminole  war,  and  lost  their  horses, 
did  not  receive  other  horses  in  their  stead,  it  seems 
to  be  just  that  they  should  receive  the  value  of  the 
horses  lost  Justice  is  equal ;  and  the  same  mea- 
sure of  justice  should  be  rendered  to  the  mounted 
volunteers  who  served  in  the  Seminole  war  that 
was  rendered  to  the  mounted  volunteers  who 
served  in  the  war  with  Great  Britain. 

Let  not  the  claim  of  those  highly  meritorious 
men  be  prejudiced  by  any  remarks  that  have  been 
made  on  the  conduct  of  the  commanding  Genaied 
in  that  campai|pi.  It  is  not  Geneml  Jaduson  who 
makes  the  claim.  He  asks  nothine  of  the  €k>v- 
ernment.  This  application  comes  from  the  gal- 
lant men,  who,  at  his  call,  flew  to  the  defence  of 
their  country.  Sir,  we  should  cherish  the  sacred 
fire  that  burns  in  the  breasts  of  the  men  of  Ten- 
nessee. They  stand  distinffuished  in  the  foremost 
rank  of  the  patriots  and  neroes  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations against  the  indefinite  postponement,  pre- 
ferring that  the  bill  should  take  the  usual  course 


of  other  bills.  Amendments  miffht  be  made  to  it 
which  would  make  it  acceptable  even  to  those 
now  opposed  to  it.  The  nrinciples  of  the  biU,  it 
appears,  had  been  establisned  in  former  cases,  in 
which  compensation  had  been  made.  If  these 
ho?Ses  had  been  lo^t  in  consequence  of  the  want  of 
foraffe,  it  seemed  to  be  as  proper  that  their  owners 
shoiud  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  of  their  horses, 
as  that  others  should  receive  pensions  for  bodily 
injuries  incurred  in  the  service. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill  was  then  taken,  and  decided  in  the  nesativ^^ 
for  the  postponement  60,  against  it  94,  as  follows : 

YxAs — Mmsts.  Adams,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Massa- 
ehosetU,  Bali,  Bayly,  Bnfi^m,  Borwell,  Cobb,  Cxafle, 
Colbreth,  Culpeper,  Dowse,  Edwaids  of  North  Caro- 
lina, Floyd,  Folger,  Ford,  Forrest,  FoUer,  HaU  of  Del- 
aware, Hall  .of  North  Carolina,  Hardin,  Johnsan> 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Kendall,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Lowndes, 
Maclay,  McCoy,  Marchand,  Mason,  Meedi,  MercoTf 
MoneU,  Morton,  Moseley,  Neale,  Nelson  of  Massachu- 
setts, Parker  of  Virginia,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Randolj^, 
Rich,  Robertson,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Slocomb,  j3. 
Smith  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  New  York,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Upham,  Whitman,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood — 60. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  New  York,  Allen 
of  Tennessee,  Anderson,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Barbour, 
Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan, 
Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clarke,  Cocke, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlington, 
Davidson,  DewitI,  Dickinson,  Earle,  Edwards  of  Cen- 
necticut,  Edwards  of  Penasylvania,  Enrin,  Fay,  Fish* 
er.  Foot,  Fullerton,  Chroes  of  New  York,  Gro«  of 
Pennsylvania,  Hall  of  New  York,  Haxard,  Hendricks, 
Heirick,  Hibehman,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Ho«fcetter, 
Jonss  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Linn,  Livennore, 
Lyman,  McCcsary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  MeiM  R* 
Moore,  8.  Moore,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  New- 
ton, Oferstreet,  Parker  of  Massachusetts,  Patterson, 
PhUson,  Pinckney,  Pitcher,  Quarles,  Rankin,  Reed, 
Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Rnss,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jer- 
sey, Smith  of  Maryland,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Ste- 
vens, Strong  of  Vermont,  Strother,  Tarr,  Tomlinson, 
Tompkins,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Walker  of 
North  Carolina,  Wallace,  Wendover,  and  Williams  of 
Vhrginia— 94. 

Mr.  Rhia  then  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
bill ;  but,  before  acting  on  it,  the  House  adjoi^ned. 


Thuesdat,  December  23. 

Mr.  SiLSBBB  presented  a  petition  of  sundiy  man- 
ufacturers of  leather,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
nravinfl  that  the  duty  on  leather  imported  into  the 
Unitectatates  may  be  changed  from  an  ad  volanm 
to  a  specific  duty. 

Mr.  RocuBRB  presenied  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  Fenasylvania,  prayiiw 
that  further  aid  and  enoooragement  may  be  extend- 
ed to  the  manufacturing  interest  of  the  countr^r. 

Mr.  McLban,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  similar 
petition,  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  that  State.-*- 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manuiaetttres. 

Mr.  Whitman  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Portland,  in  the  l>ktriot  of  Maine  > 
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Mr.  PiNCKNBT  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Charleston,  in  the  State  of  South 
Caidina; 

Respectireiy  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an 
uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States :  which  petitions  were  referred  to  the 
Cowraiittee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
a  bill  for  that  purpose. 

The  Committee  of  the  whole  House  were  dis- 
charged from  a  farther  consideration  of  the  "  bill 
for  me  rdief  of  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,"  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  auUiorizing 
and  requiring  the  LeTjr  Court  for  the  countv  of^ 
Washington,  in  teid  District,  to  impose  and  colieet 
a  tax  upon  the  citizens  ana  taxable  property  in 
said  county,  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  (milding 
a  courthouse  and  suitable  offices  attached  thereto, 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  various  courts  of  said 
county,  und  the  preservation  of  the  records  thereof. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  C6ok,  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the  act,  entitled 
^'An  act  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  sur- 
veyor of  the  public  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Illi- 
nois and  Missouri,"  passed  April  29,  1816,  as  au- 
thorizes the  said  surveyor  to  have  the  lands  in  the 
now  State  of  Illinois  surveyed  according  to  the 
provisions  of  said  recited  act :  and  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  appointment 
of  a  separate  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  within 
said  State. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
Ward,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Eli  Hart;" 
in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  bills  were  severally  read  twice  and  re- 
ferred ;  the  first  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  the  latter  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  "  to  regulate  and  ^jl  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  in  the  different  offices,"  (to 
continue  certain  clerks  in  some  of  the  offices^ 
which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  of  Anthony  JBurk ;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Andehson  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  to  remit  the  payment  of  certain  in- 
stalments due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in 
the  State  of  Illinois. — Twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  of  Indiana,  offered  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution : 

Retoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lsndt 
be  inttructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
ABendiog  the  law  of  forfeiture  that  the  actual  settler 
and  eoltiTatOT  of  the  soil  shall  have  a  preference  of  re- 
entry after  his  lands  shall  have  been  forfeited  to  the 


United  States,  and  before  they  shall  be  exposed  to  pub- 
iio  9tXeS 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  resolution,  the 
House  divided,  without  debate ;  and  it  was  agreed 
to — ^yeas  64,  nays  58. 

On  motioh  or  Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  after  «. 
few  words  from  hkn  and  Mr.  Stores,  respecting 
its  object,  the  following  resolve  was  adopted : 

JUiohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  ta 
lay  before  this  House  the  rules  and  regulatioBe  estab- 
lished by  the  Commissioner,  and  adopted  by  the  War 
Department,  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the  '^  scC 
to  authorise  the  payment  for  property  lost,  captured  or 
destroyed  by  the  enemy^  while  in  the  militanr  werwicm 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes,^  fasssd 
the  9th  of  April,  1616;  particularly  in  relation  to 
horses  lost. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  after  stating  that 
on  Che  27th  or  March  last,  a  resolve  had  passed 
thb  House,  calling  on  one  of  the  Departments  for 
a  statement  of  .the  moneys  paid  for  extra  services 
to  the  Attorney  Gtoeral  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  an  account  of  the  natvire  of  those  services';  and 
that,  on  the  3d  March  last,  a  report  had  been  made 
on  the  subject,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 
moved  that  thb  report  be  now  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  expenditures  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment.— ^Agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  to  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Delaware,  prefjared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  said  district,  in  obedience  to  a  res- 
olution of  this  House  of  the  22d  of  Febnianr  last ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  asking  an  anpropria- 
tion  for  the  salai^  of  four  additional  clerks  for 
that  Departnoent  until  the  20th  of  October  next ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  called  for,  on  the 
unfinished  business  of  vestoroay,  viz..  the  bill  to 
authorize  the  payment  for  horses  or  other  piopert^r 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed,  during  the  Semmoie 
war — 

Mr.  Foot  moved  that  the  further  consideration 
thereof  be  postjMned,  with  a  view  to  the  recep- 
tion, before  acting  upon  it,  of  the  information 
contemplated  by  a  resolution  this  day  passed,  on 
his  motion.  ' 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Str other,  of 
Virginia,  and  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee ;  but  was 
determined  in  the  affirmative — 82  to  60.  So  the 
bill  was  for  the  present  postponed. 

NATIONAL  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts  submitted  for  con- 
sideration the  following  resolution: 

Retolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inouire 
into  the  expediency  of  establiihuig  a  National  Um> 
varsity  within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  that  the 
committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.  ^ 

Mr.  Hill  said,  in  introducing  his  motion^  that 
the  adoption  of  tnis  measure  ha^  been  recommen- 
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ded  b^  each  of  our  illustrious  Presidents,  and  with 
a  particular  yiewj  among  other  things,  to  perpetuate 
the  Union,  and  form  a  national  character.  What- 
CTer,  therefore,  had  this  tendency,  he  wanted  to 
promote.  Scmie  ffentlemen,  said  he,  doubt  the 
constitutionality  of  the  project  connected  with  in- 
ternal improY^nent.  Sir,  this  is  thepoint  at  issue ; 
and  if  there  is  not  to  be  found  a  sumcient  number 
in  both  Houses  to  pass  the  law,  the  way  will  be 
open  to  apfkly  to  the  people,  the  fountain  of  power, 
to  be  vested  with  the  authoritjr.  Other  gentlemen 
will  probably  say,  that  there  is  no  surpms  money 
in  the  Treasury ;  and  that  this  is  not  the  time  to 
introduce  the  subject ;  but  I  think  differently.  The 
resources  of  the  United  States  are  great,  and  the 
wealth  of  a  nation  consists  in  the  industry  and 
eecmomy  of  its  inhabitants.  I  think,  Uierefore,we 
may  not  fear  to  make  the  experiment,  and  hope 
my  motion  will  prevail. 

The  question  oeing  th^i  taken  on  the  adoption 
of  the  resolution,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative. 
So  the  proposition  was  rejected. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

-    1 

The  orders  of  the  day,  preceding  this  one,  being 
postponed  for  the  purpose,  the  House,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Cobb,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  ^Mr.  Hill  in^e  chair,)  on  the  bill  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  the  circuit  court 
tor  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  hiring  a  building 
for  it  to  hold  its  sittings  in. 

To  this  bill,  which  had  passed  the  Senate,  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Cohimtna  this  day 
reported  two  amendments ;  the  one  of  which  was 
to  authorize  the  Marshal  also  toj^tmish  the  apart- 
ments to  be  provided  for  the  use  of  the  court,  and 
the  other  to  limit  the  duration  of  the  bill  to  two 
years  from  the  passing  thereof. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  it  was  no  doubt  pro- 
per that  a  place  should  be  provided  in  which  the 
court  shoiud  hold  its  sittings;  but  it  was  worth 
inquiry  whether  this  accommodation  ou^t  to  be 
provided  at  the  public  expense,  or  at  that  of  the 
people  of  the  county  of  Washington.  He  was 
indisposed,  at  least,  to  vote  for  this  bill,  until  an 
examination  was  made  whether  the  necessary  ac- 
commodation could  not  be  obdteined  in  some  one 
of  the  public  buildings.  In  this- splendid,  this  im- 
perial city,  said  Mr.  C,  in  which  there  are  such 
extensive  Imildinffs  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
are  we  to  be  at  tne  further  expense  of  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum  to  provide  a  building  for 
the  Court  ot  the  Di^rict^-a  sum  which- would 
purchase  the  fee-simi^e  of  very  many  of  the  county 
courthouses  in  some  of  the  States?  Is  it  possible 
that  no  provision  can  be  made  for  the  sittings  of 
the  court,  without  renting  for  its  use  the  l^use 
lately.oecupied  by  Congress?  He  trusted  the  hon-. 
orable  gentleman  under  whose  aittpices  this  bill 
was  now  called  up,  would  favor  the  House  with 
information  whether,  in  the  building  occupied  by 
the  Cteneral  Post  Office,  or  some  other  public 
building,  the  requisite  accommodation  could  not 
be  obtained  without  this  expenditure  of  public 
money. 

Mr.  OoBB,  of  Georgia,  said  he  had  been  as  much* 


surprised  as.  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  could  possibly  havje  been,  when  he  first 
understood  that  there  was  in  the  city  no  building 
appropriate  for  the  sittings  of  the  court.  But  such 
was  the  fact:  they  had  hitherto  made  use  of  the 
apartment  provided  for  the  use  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  and,  being  deprived  of  that  by  a  recent 
arrangement,  unless  some  building  was  provided 
for  the  use  .of.  the  cour-t,  whose  session  was  to 
comm^ice  on  Monday  next,  the  returns  of  pro- 
cess to  be  made  onthat  day  would  be  necessarily 
void. ,  With  reipect  to  the  building  to  be  selected, 
there  was  nothing  in  the  bill  which  designated  it, 
as  might  be  supposed  from  the  gentleman's  allu- 
sion: on  the  contrary,  that  matter  was  to  be  left 
wholly  to  the  discretion  of  the  President.  There 
were,  Mr.  C.  said,  many  causes  depending  in  the 
court,  in  which  the  United  States  were  interested; 
and  it  was,  therefore,  important,  apart  from  the 
particular  interest  of  the  people  of^  the.  District, 
that  the  court  should  be  duly  hdd.  He  himself 
believed,  be  said,  that  this  expense  ought  to  be 
borne  bv  the  District;  and,  in  consequence  of  that 
belief^  nad  this  morning  submitted  a  resdution 

S^hich  had  been  adopt^  by  the  House)  to  direct 
e  proper  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of^forcing  the  .county  to  lay  taxes  to  build  a 
courthouse,  if  they  would  not  do  it  in  any  other 
way.  The  bill  was  proposed  to  be  limited  to  two 
years;  at  the  end  ot  which  time  the  committee 
supposed  a  permanent' provision  might  be  made  by 
the  county  for  holding  the  courts,  £c. 

Mr.  Lkvebmorb,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  remarks  not  distinctly  heard ;  but  the  purport 
of  them  was,  that  the  county  of  Washington  had 
no  more  right  to  expect  the  United  States  to  pay 
the  expense  of  holding  its  courts  than  any  other 
county  in  any  State  in  the  Union. 

Mr.  Campbell,  of  Ohio,  asked  whether  thett 
was  nothing  in  the  existing  laws  which  would 
enable  the  proper  ^uithority>  to  provide  a  place  in 
which  to  hold  the  court? 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  was  not  very  conversant  with 
the  laws  relating  to  this  District;  but,  vs  he  had 
before  said,  he  had  no  doubt  of  the  power  of  Con^ 
gress  to  provide  prospectively  for  wis  object,  by 
passing  a  law,  if  they  thought  inroper,  to  compel 
the  levy  court  of  the  county  to  lay  a  tax  for  ue 
pturpose  of  building  a  courthouse. 

After  a  few  r^narks  from  Mir.  Sodthabd,  of 
New  Jersey,  the  amendments  to  the  bill  proposed 
by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
were,  separately  agreed  to.  [The  one  authorizes 
the  Marshal  to  furnish  as  well  as  Tent,  the  necet- 
sary  building ;  the  other  limits  the  duration  of  the 
bill  to  two  years.] 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the  bill ; 
which,  bedng  taken  up  in  the  House,  and  the  ques- 
tion being  put  on  conoumng  in  the  amendments, 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative 

The  question  was  th^i  stated  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  « 

Mr.  Stbothbb,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  regret 
that  Uie  indisposition  of  any  other  member  to  do 
it  imposed  on  nim  the  duty  of  objecting  to  this  bilL 
On  turning  to  the  Constitution,  and  examining 
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the  relatioa  of  this  District  to  the  United  States, 
iie  said  he  found  nothing  which  required  a[  Con- 
fess to  defray  those  expenses  which,  in  other  parts 
of  the  Union,  were  borne  by  the  people  in  their 
respective  counties  and  districts.    If  we  cast  our 

rover  this  District,  said  Mr.  S.,  we  shall  find 
people  as  capable  of  erecting  buildings  for 
eounty  purposes  as  any  county  in  the  United  States. 
And  with  what  countenance,  he  asked,  would  the 
people  of  the  county  in  which  the  gentleman  from 
GeiMgia  resided*  for  example,  come  before  Con- 
gress, and  ask  oi  it  to  build  a  coorthousef  or  their 
aceosmiodation  ?  He  should  not  be  opposed  to  a 
bill^LUthorizinff  them  to  rent,  at  their  own  expoase, 
«  suitable  building,  if  such  a  law  was  necessary. 
But  the  people  had  no  claim  on  the  Treasury  tff 
the  United  States  for  any  such  purpose.  Tn^ 
ought  to  look  for  such  objects  to  their  own  resour- 
ces. For  his  part,  he  would  not  consent  to  tax 
the  peoj^e  of  the  United  States  for  the  conveni^ 
enoe  of  this  little  District  of  Columbia.  Here,  said 
he,  you  have  all  Wound  you  displayed  the  pride 
and  splendor  of  wealth  by  the  inhaoitants  of  the 
District,  and  I  will  not,  for  one,  consent  to  extract* 
from  the  pockets  of  the  hardy  yeomanry  of  the 
oountry  the  means  of  supporting  institutions  intend- 
ed exclusively  for  their  use  and  benefit. 

Mr.  Cobb  said  he  had  already  explicitly  stated 
Jus  opinion  that  it  ought  to  be  made  the  duty  of 
the  people  of  the  county  to  jN'ovide  a  courthouse 
far  its  own  use.  However  much  it  was  their  duty 
now.  they  had  not  done  it  heretofore.  But  he 
would  auc  of  gentlemen,  he  said,  whether  it  was 
not  the  duity  of  Congress  itself  to  see  that  this  was 
done  ?  How  happens  it,  ssud  he^  that  we,  who  Imve 
ezdnnve  jurisdiction  over  this  District,  should 
have  been  so  blind  to  our  duty,  and  to  its  interest, 
that  we  have  provided  no  way  in  vdiich  buildings 
lor  county  purposes  could  be  erected !  He  did  not 
tilierefore  see  exactly  how  the  pr(^)osition  before 
the  House  could  with  propriety  be  made  the  foun^ 
dation  for  the  anathemas  launched  by  the  ffentle- 
man  finom  Virginia  against  the  pride  and  splendor 
of  this  District.  So  far  as  he  was  himself  con- 
oemed,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  had  always  taken  steps  to 
remedy  the  defect  which  was  urged  as  an  ooj^ 
tion  to  this  bill,  by  su|»esting  a  law  requiring  that 
the  proper  provision  for  the  sittings  of  the  court 
should  nereafter  be  made  by  the  levy  court  of  the 
DisHict.  He  was  soay  that  the  House  had  rcg'eoted 
^amendments  proposed  to  the  bill,  since  one  of 
diem  went  to  limit  its  operation  to  two  years,  by 
i^ich  time  the  Committee  had  supp(»ed  the  re- 
quinte  accommodation  could  be  raovided  for  the 
eourt  in  another  maimer  tiian  by  Con^press. 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  he  oould 
not  imagine  any  necessity  for  passing  this  law. 
Heretofore  no  law  had  passed  designatu^  the  place 
where  the  courts  should  hold  their  sessions,  and 
yet  they  had  always  been  duly  held.  The  diffi- 
eolty  which  was  represented  nowto  exist,  in  regard 
to  tne  District  of  Columbia,  inkht  with  ^ual 
leason  be  complained  of  in  any  of  the  circuit  and 
Ctistiict  courts  of  the  United  States.  There  was 
not  oa  the  statute  book  aay  act  desi^ating  the 
baiUkigs  in  which  die  circuit  or  district  courts  of 


the  United  States  should  he  hM  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States.  In  many  instances,  the  dis- 
trict courts  had  been  under  the  necessity  oif  hiding 
their  sessions  in  public  houses  in  the  towns  wbere 
they  sat  The  expense  thus  incurred  had  been 
defrayed,  he  mesumed,  under  the  general  law  au- 
thorizing such  disbursements  by  me  marsfaaU  of 
the  respective  disteicts.  Heretofore,  without  any 
special  law,  the  circuit  court  for  this  District  had 
l^en  held  in  some  part  of  the  Capitol.  There 
was,  Mr.  W.  said,  a  wide  difieraice  between  the 
other  courts  of  the  United  States  and  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  foimer 
ought  to  be  hdd  at  the  expense  of  the  United  States ; 
but,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  pecmle  ought 
certainly  to  defray  the  expanses  oi  their  own 
courts.  The  Courts  of  the  United  States  in  tlie 
several  districts  are  for  the  purposes  of  the  Uniled 
States,  and  the  courts  of  this  District  are  for  the 
purposes  of  the  District — for  the  benefit  of  the  Dis- 
trict alone.'  There  was  as  much  reason  why  the 
District  of  Columbia  should  support  an  estaUish- 
ment  of  this  kind,  as  that  any  State  should  support 
its  own.  The  United  States  had  already  built  a 
jail  for  the  accommodation  of  the  people  of  this 
part  of  the  District,  who  were  fully  able  themselves 
to  bear  an  expense  of  this  kina.  This  Dutrict 
was  as  rich  a  section  of  the  country  as  any  of  the 
same  extent  to  be  found  in  the  Ignited  Stales ;  and 
its  population  was  such  as  authorized  it  to  sup- 
port its  own  establishments. 

Mr.  Strotbeh  again  spoke.  With  reg^ard  to 
other  courts  of  the  United  States,  he  said,  the 
building  occupied  by  the  Federal  Court  for  the 
Virgim'a  distnct  was  not  provided  at  the  expenae 
of  the  United  States,  but  was  fitirnished  forits  aae  < 
free  of  ^pense.  But  the  gentleman  from  €&eoigia 
had  remarked  that  Congress  had  not  done  its  duty 
on  this  subject.  It  was  not  for  Congtess  to  volun- 
teer their  legislation  on  the  subject,  when  the  peo- 
ple Imd  not  applied  for  it.  And,  because  it  was  at 
a  late  day  proposed,  was  that  any  reason  why  the 
Gbvernment  should  defray  the  expense  of  building 
a  court  room  ?  He  contended,  he  said,  that  the 
people  of  the  District  had  no  right  to  exact  of  Con- 
ffress  that  they  should  purchase  or  rent  a  boiJcting 
for  their  exclusive  use  and  benefit.  What  was  the 
difierence,  in  this  respect,  between  any  county  in 
Alabama,  or  in  Illinois,  and  the  county  of  Wa^- 
ington,  in  this  District  ?  They  had  equal  claims 
on  the  public  purse.  And  would  any  one  say, 
that,  if  any  county  in  Illinois  were  to  apply  to 
Congress  fDr  the  purpose  a  courthouse  would  be 
built  for  them  at  the  public  expense  ?  What  is ' 
there  in  the  Constitution,  said  he,  which  ffives  to 
the  people  of  this  District  a  higher  chum  than  the 
peoj^e  of  one  of  those  counties  ?  Are  the  people 
destitute  of  the  means  of  furnishing  the  necessaiy 
building  ^emsehres  ?  Is  there  poverty  here,  or  k 
there  wealth  ?  Is  not  the  puUic  money  disbunwd 
here  lavishly,  and  have  not  the  people. the  means 
of  erecting  a  building  sufficient  to  accommodate 
their  courts?  There  was  nothing  in  the  Conati- 
tution,he  said,  which  required  Congress  to  pass 
this  bill ;  and  charity  did  not  require  it  becaoR 
those  who  heg  are  wealthy.    For  the  iaiormation 
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of  the  House,  he  would  state  that  the  room  pro- 
Tided  (in  the  north  wing  of  the  Capitol)  lor  the 
accommodation  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  now 
yacant,  and  would  he  so  xmtil  that  court  should 
meet  four  weeks  hence ;  and  he  hoped  it  would  not 
be  pretended  Uiat  the  white  ermine  of  that  court 
woiild  he  sullied,  or  that  its  dignity  would  be 
wounded  h^r  permittinc^  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  to  sit  there  for  four  weeks.  In  relation  to 
the  Dresenration  of  the  records,  and  an  office  for 
the  (uerk  of  the  court,  this  clerk,  he  learnt,  receiTed 
a  compensation  for  his  senrices  amounting  to  some- 
where about  ten  thousand  dollars  a  year.  Could 
he  not  appropriate  out  of  this  considerable  emolu- 
ment a  sum  sufficient  for  hb  own  accommodation 
and  the  preserration  of  the  records  of  lus  office? 
In  this  re^>ect,  the  passing  of  that  bill  into  a  law 
would  only  be  an  immediate  benefit  to  the  clerk,  to 
rdieve  him  from  the  necessity  of  providing  an 
apartment  for  his  o¥m  accommodation.  It  was 
not  the  niagnitude  of  thb  question,  Mr.  S.  said, 
but  the  principle  involved  in  it,  wmch  made  him 
oppose  this  bul.  This  District,  he  repeated,  was 
amply  competent  to  support  its  own  establishments 
witkout  the  interference  of  Congress ;  without  ex- 
Iractinc  money  for  that  purpose  from  the  pockets 
of  the  mboror  who  earns  his  bread  by  the  sweat  of 
his  brow,  or  of  the  hardy  seaman  who  subjects 
hima^,  in  pursuit  of  a  livelihaod,  to  all  the  hard- 
shm  and  dangers  of  the  ocean. 

Mr.  Warfiild,  of  Maryland,  spoke  in  favor  of 
the  bill.  Whether  the  j^actice  of  furnishing  rooms 
for  the  aeeommodation  of  the  court  was  or  was 
jMt  correct,  appeared  to  him  not  now  to  be  the 
point  for  discussion.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
House,  whatever  might  be  the  praetiee  in  regard 
to  the  other  courts  of  the  United  States^  it  had 
been  the  invariable  i»aetice  to  have  public  rooms 
assigned  for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  The 
iamnaatiott  that  they  were  now  to  be  deprived  of 
the  use  of  those  rooms  had  been  given  but  a  short 
ttme  since.  It  now  appeared,  tlutt  all  the  public 
Imildings  were  so  far  occupied  as  that  no  plape 
could  be  had  for  the  suitable  accommodation  of 
the  court.  N^t  Monday  was  the  term  day  of  thAt 
coxBt,  It  was  important,  not  cmly  to  the  interests  of 
i^iisDistnct,  hut  to  those  also  of  the  United  States, 
that  the  court  should  proceed  in  the  dischaitte 
of  its  judicial  duties,  becauFc  there  were  cased  de- 
pending in  the  court  in  whidi  the  United  States 
nave  an  iatefest.  It  appeared  to  him,  Mr.  W.  said, 
tbitt  the  question  did  not  properly  present  itself 
now,  whether  the  oooaty  wb3  bound  to  make  the 
ftppropnaliQn  to  aecooonodale  the  court,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  a  part  of  the  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  do  so.  That  point  would 
properiy  pnesent  itself  when  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  thb  subject  should  be  made.  The  argu- 
sient  dmwn  ih)m  Illinois  uid  Alabama,  he  con- 
emtdy  did  not  a]^y  to  this  case.  It  seemed  to 
fahUy  and,  when  the  question  should  fairly  come 
before  the  House,  he  thought  it  might  be  demon- 
atimted,  that  it  is  the  dtrty  of  the  United  States  to 
provide  for  the  accommodation  of  this  court ;  but 
k  waived  this  question  for  the  present.  We,  said 
he,  havte  exclusive  jnrisdiation  over  this  District 


It  may  have  bcBi  the  fault  of  those  inteiested  ia 
the  erection  of  this  building  that  no  proposition 
has  heretofore  been  presented  to  Congress  on  this 
subject  But  it  may  also  be  said  that  the  omission 
to  make  such  a  provision  shows  a  want  of  due  at- 
tention on  the  part  of  Congress  to  the  situation  of 
those  who^are  under  their  exclusive  care.  The 
argument  drawn  from  the  alleged  profits  of  the 
clerk's  office,  did  not  bear  on  this  question.  The 
profiti,  whatever  they  were,  arose  frcwa  the  business 
which  he  transacted,  and  were  exclusively  his  own. 
With  what  propriety,  then,  could  the  clerk  be  called 
upon  to  apinnopriate  what  was  exclusively  his  own 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  court  instituted  by 
the  United  States?  Such  a  limitation  shovdd  bie 
given  to  the  operation  of  the  law  as  the  House 
might  think  proper ;  but,  under  the  circumstanees, 
he  thought  the  law,  in  some  shape,  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  £ent,  of  Maryland,  rose  to  correct  errone- 
ous impressions  whicn  appeared  to  prevail,  that  it 
was  the  people  of  the  District  who  nad  applied  to 
Congress  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  was  a 
proposition,  in  fact,  from  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  not  from  the  citizens  of  the  Dis- 
trict It  had  originated  with  a  committee  of  that 
body,  who  reported  it  to  be  incompatible  with  the 
convenience  of  the  committees  of  the  Senate,  that 
the  court  of  the  county  should  continue  to  occupy 
the  rooms  heretofore  used  by  it  and  its  officers. 
With  regard  to  the  renting  or  bmldinjg  a  court- 
house by  the  Levy  Court,  Mr.  K.  said  its  powers 
were  limited,  and  did  not  embrace  such  an  object. 

Mr.  PiKOALL,  of  Virginia,  was  willing  to  make 
present  provision  for  ue  accommodation  of  the 
court,  but  was  desirous  to  limit  the  operation  of 
the  bill;  he,  therefore,  proposed  an  amendment, 
going  to  limit  the  operation  oi  the  bill  to  one  year. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  question  bdng  put  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  a  third  reading,  as  thus  amended,  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

NAVY  APPR0PKIATI0N8. 

The  oth^  orders  of  the  day  being  postponed  for 
the  purpose,  the  House  resolved  itsdi  into  a  Corn* 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  for  making  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  support  of  the,  Navy 
for  thejear  1819. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  (chairman  of  the  Ccnn- 
mittae  of  Ways  and  Means,;  explained  the  reasons 
which  lenderod  it  necessary  to  provide,  at  this 
time,  for  certain  expenditures  which  had  not  been 
foreseen  at  the  last  session.  He  called  for  the  read- 
ing of  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navjr  on 
the  subject,  which  was  read  by  the  Clerk  or  the 
House. 

Mr.  Stobb0,  of  New  Yoris,  said,  that  he  had 
observed,  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary,  an  allusion 
to  a  warrant  of  transit,  drawn  by  the  President 
in  August,  which  he  also  requested  the  Clerk  to 
read  fixMn  the  documents.  Mr.  S.  then  said,  that 
it  meafed  from  this  wacrant  that,  so  late  as  Au- 
gust last,  certain  unexpended  balances  of  former 
appropriations,  particularly  those  for  the  repair  of 
the  frigate  Chesapeake,  and  building  dliips  of-' 
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oo  Lake  Ontario,  of  several  years  standing,  had, 
onder  the  direction  of  the  President,  been  brought 
op,  and  a  fan4  created  out  of  them  which  had  been 
expended  during  the  past  year.  The  act  of  1794 
required,  that  all  unexpended  balances  of  appro- 
priation remaining  in  the  Treasury  should,  after 
two  years,  be  earned  to -the  surplus  fund.  He  re- 
quested the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  explam 
by  what  construction  of  the  law,  relating  to  the 
President,  the  power  had  been  conveyed  in  this 
case.    He  asked  for  information  merely. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  pointed  out  the  pro- 
vision in  an  act  qf  the  3d  of  Mar^h,  1809,  applica- 
ble to  the  transfer  of  appropriations,  which  was 
itead  by  the  Clerk  in  the  following  words : 

*<  Provided,  That,  daring  the  recess  of  Congress,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  on  the  application  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
proper  department,  and  nor  otherwise,  to  direct,  if  in 
his  opinion  necessary  for  the  public  scrrieei,  that  a  por- 
tion of  the  moneys  appropriated  for  a  particular  branch 
of  expenditure  in  that  department,,  be  applied  to  ano- 
ther branch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  department ; 
in  which  case  a  special  account  of  the  mone?s  thus 
transferred,  and  of  their  application,  shall  be  laid  be- 
fore Congress  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  ensuing 
session."  ♦ 

Some  further  conversation  took  plape  respecting 

,    the  surplus  fund ;  when 

Mr.  RAJVDOLf  H,  of  Virginia,  rose^  and,  after  re- 
ferring to  the  origin  of  the  surplus  fund,  said,  that 
the  provision  of  Uie  law,  which  had  just  been  read 
by  the  Clerk,  struck  him  with  some  unpleasant  re- 
collections, which  he  could  neither  suppress  nor  con 
ceal.  It  was  now  just  twenty  years  since  he  first 
had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  tnis  House.  At  that 
time,  the  persons  of  the  political  description  to 
which  he  had  conceived  himself  to  belong,  w€»re 
contending  against  great  abuses  and  mal-adminis- 
tration  ffenerally,  butparticularly in  the  fiscal  con- 
cerns of  the  State.  By  the  exertions  of  that  party, 
seconded,  he  presumed,  by  the  good  sense  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  of  this  country,  a  great 
revolution  was  effected  in  the  Grovemment.  Among 
the  first  recommendations  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
who  succeeded  in  consequence  of  it,  was  that  of 
holding  the  officers  of  the  Government  down  to  the 
strict  administration  of  their  duties.  This,  Mr.  R. 
said,  was  one  of  the  cardinal  principles  on  which 
the  old  Republican  party  came  into  power.  He 
did  not  wish  to  revive  party  feeling  by  what  he 
should  say;  far  from  it — ^what  he  was  now  speak- 
ing of  was  history.  Mr.  Jefferson — ^he  hoped  it 
was  not  out  of  order  to  name  him — came  into 
pow^,  recommending,  among  other  reformations 
of  abuse,  a  strict  adherence  to  appropriations.  It 
was  in  the  very  last  night  of  his  political  life,  about 
midnight,  that  that  law,'  which  had  just  been 
quoted,  was  put  on  the  statute  book.  I  did  con- 
sider it  at  that  time,  said  Mr.  R.,  as  a  sort  of  death- 
warrant  to  the  principles  upon  which  he  came  into 

_  power^  so  far  as  they  were  connected  with  that 
provision.  And  how  came  that  law  upon  the  stat- 
ute book?  At  that  time,  he  said,  Uiere  were  two 
great  rivals  for  power  and  interest;  one  of  whom 
might  be  considered  the  ascendant  in  the  Senate, 


and  the  other  not  less  so  here.  That  Uw,  Mr.  R. 
suggested,  was  a  sort  of  propitiation  from  one  to 
the  other — a  compromise  of  differences  bc^tweea 
Uiese  two  personages.  I  confess  to  you,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  the  whole  pogress  of  this  Imsiness,  sinee 
the  House  resolved  itsdf  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  has  struck  me,  being  long  out  of  thb  Hoose, 
with  some  astonishment.  What !  has  the  honor- 
aUe  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  voted  this  morning  i^inst  an  ai^Mopria- 
tion  of  eight  himdred  dollars  for  a  room  for  the  use 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Cohimlna, 
and,  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day,  are  we  to  decide 
on  questions  of  great  magnitude,  when  some  of  the 
maoibors  have  left  the  House,  and  some  have  ^lie 
home  to  spend  their  Christmas  with  their  neigh- 
bors ;  and,  above  all,  on  a  money  bill,  putting  our 
hands  in  the  pockets  of  the  people?  Mr.  R.  said 
he  did  not  set  himsdf  up  for  a  censor ;  he  came 
here  to  be  instructed,  not  to  instruct;  but  it  was 
astonishing  to  him  that  matters  of  little  moment 
should  be  contested,  at  least  with  spirit,  when  pub- 
lic moneys  are  proposed  to  be  voted  lar^Iy,  with- 
out discussion.  He  was  willing,  he  said,  to  give 
to  the  navy  all  that  the  navy  requires — to  appro- 
priate the  public  money  where  public  money  was 
necesessiry — but  he  was  not  willing  to  transact  the 
puUic  business  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Marybmd,  made  a  few  observa- 
tions on  points  on  which  he  more  fuUy  enlarged 
on  the  following  day,  as  hereafter  appears.  He 
intimated  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Com- 
mittee's rising,  that  members  might  have  an  ofn 
portunity  to  obtain  such  information  as  ^ey 
wished  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  said,  before  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  he  wished  to  suggest  to  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
that  he  was  desirous  of  obtaining  information  cm 
another  point  than  that  which  had  been  referred  to. 
The  act  of  the  last  session  of  Congress^  for  impos- 
iujg  additional  restraints  on  that  abommable  kind 
of  traffic  which  had  so  long  disgraced  the  civilized 
world,  had  been  hailed  as  an  evidence  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  Government  effectually  to  use  its 
efforts  to  suppress  it.  He  was  obliged  to  'Miere 
that  nothing  nad  been  yet  done  towards  this  object. 
He  did  not  wish  that  we  should  borrow  from  the 
humane  feelings  of  the  world  the  tribute  of  ap- 
plause to  our  generosity,  when  the  Treasury  had 
been  actually  barred  up  against  expenditure  for 
the  object  held  forth  in  the  act  of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said  that  at  the  time 
the  law  of  last  session  passed,  the  public  vessels 
were  not  in  a  condition  to  go  on  foreign  service 
until  they  were  repaired.  It  was  the  verv  act  of 
repairing  and  fitting  out  these  vessels  whicn  made 
necessary  the  additional  appropriations  now  asked 
for.  He  said  he  had,  in  pnvate  life,  had  much  to 
do  with  repairs  of  vessels,  and  he  had  invariably 
found  it  impracticable  to  estimate  accurately  the 
expenditures  until  they  had  been  made.  This  was 
at  least  equally  true  as  to  repairs  of  puUic  ves- 
sds,  dbc. 

Mr.  Floyu,  of  Virginia,  rose  to  say  that,  having 
been  a  member  of  tli^  committee  of^the  last  Con- 
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gress,  whose  inyestigations  had  led  to  the  report 
of  the  hill,  which  hecame  a  law,  for  the  more  ef- 
fectual suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  the  under- 
standing ot  the  committee  was,  that  the  money 
therein  appropriated  was  intended  to  be  applied 
to  the  purpose  of  transporting  to  Africa  persons 
taken  from  slave  ships,  or  illegally  introduced  into 
the  country,  and  not  to  the  purpose  of  fitting  out 
t)ie  puUic  vessels  to  be  employed  in  the  manner 
designated  in  that  act 

}£r.  Lowndes,  of  South  Carolina,  made  a  few 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  transfers  from  one  head 
of  appropriation  toanoUier,  of  which  the  situation 
of  the  reporter  enabled  him  to  hear  only^  a  part. 
It  would  be  obvious  to  the  Housej  he  said,  on  a 
little  reflection,  that  one  of  two  things  must  be 
done :  there  must  either  be  allowed  to  $ome  au- 
thority of  the  couiltry  the  power  of  transferring 
appropriations  from  one  obiect  to  another,  or,  in 
respect  to  all  objects  depending  on  contingencies, 
on  the  fluctuation  of  the  market,  the  appropria- 
tions must  be  made  to  an  amount  much  liu-ger 
than  at  the  time  of  making  them  may  appear  ne- 
cessary. Congress  must,  if  no  power  be  given  to 
transfer  appropriations,  appropriate,  in  all  such 
cases,  not  what  is  necessary  now,  but  what  may 
be  necessary  in  the  greatest  possible  fluctuation  of 
the  market.  To  insist  upon  a  precise  estimate  of 
the  amount  each  branch  of  the  public  service  may 
require  for  a  year  ensuing,  is  to  insist  upon  a  de- 
gree of  accuracy  not  to  be  expected.  If  a  strict 
adherence  to  the  letter  of  appropriations  ws^s  re- 
quired. Congress  would  be  under  the  necessity  of 
leaving  the  amount  of  appropriations  for  specific 
objects  larger  than  necessary,  and  of  greater 
amount  than  ought  to  be  placed  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Government.  A  proper  iealousy  on  the 
part  of  this  House  to  prevent  the  diversion  of  pub- 
lic money  from  the  ooiects  for  which  it  is  appro- 
priated, could  not  but  be  salutary ;  but  some  plower 
of  transferring  appropriations  is  necessary,  and, 
being  necessary,  it  appeared  to  him  the  power  was 
now  as  well  lodged  as  might  be.  Therefore, 
though  he  had  no  objection  to  the  Committee's 
rising  to  investigate  other  objects  which  had  been 
brought  into  view,  he  saw  no  reason  for  its  rising 
in  what  had  fallen  from  gentlemen  respecting  the 
transfers  of  appropriations. 

Mr.  Randolph,  after  expressing  his  regret  that 
the  ronarks  of  Mr.  Lowndes  had  induced  him 
a^in  to  rise,  asked,  if  the  necessity  for  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Uw  or  1809  had  been  so  ursent,  how 
had  it  happened  that  Mr.  Jeflerson's  administra- 
tion had  gone, on  to  the  end  of  its  eighth  year, 
without  such  a  law  ?  At  Uie  moment  when  he 
was  about  to  retire  from  office,  the  two  Houses 
had  presented  him  with  a  bill^  clothing  him  with 
a  power  which  he  not  only  did  not  wish  to  have, 
bat  which  he  had  publicly  and  solemnly  said  ought 
not  to  bdong  to  any  Executive.  It  would  have 
been  highlv  proper  m  him  to  have  refused  his  sig- 
nature to  tnat  act.  But  might  it  not  be  supposed 
that,  at  the  last  moment  of  his  political  service, 
when  he  would  have  been  more  than  human  had 
he  not  been  agitated  by  a  variety  of  passion^  the 
provision  in  question  had  escaped  even  his  Keen 


sight  ?  Mr.  R.  again  referred  to  the  origin  of  the 
law  of  3d  March,  1809.  It  would  be  recollected, 
he  said,  that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  during 
which  Mr.  Jefierson  exercised  the  powers  of  Presi- 
dent, he  had  recommended  the  disposition  of  Uie 
surplusses  of  revenue  upon  certain  objects  of  great 
puuic  interest^  So  much  of  the  Message  as  re- 
lated to  that  subject,  was  referred  (said  Mr.  R.)  to 
a  committee,  of  which  I  had  the  honor  and  the 
ill  fortune  to  be  chairman.  It  will  be  evident  to 
everv  one  who  hears  me,  that  the  amount  of  the 
surplus  which  would  remain  in  the  Treasury  must 
depend  on  the  amount  of  expenditures  to  be  au- 
thorized. To  ascertain  the  amount  of  these  ex- 
penditures, before  the  several  appropriation  bills 
were  passed,  was  beyond  the  financial  talents  even 
of  the  gentleman  from  Maryland.  But,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  disagreement  to  which  he  had 
alluded  when  up  before,  which  extended  itself  to 
the  two  Houses  of  Confess,  the  navy  appropria- 
tion bill  did  not  pass  until  near  (if  not  after)  mid- 
night on  the  last  night  of  the  session.  Here,  then, 
was  a  committee  charged  with  sayhig  what  sur- 
plus would  remain  unexpended  in  the  Treasury, 
when  so  larse  an  item  as  the  amount  to  be  appro- 
priated for  tlie  service  of  the  navy  was  unascer- 
tained. That  committee  met,  prepared  a  report, 
and  were  ready  to  make  it  when  that  bill  shoula 
pass.  But  they  could  not  make  it,  for  the  circum- 
stance already  stated;  and  they  labored  under  the 
censure  of  not  having  made  a  report,  when  it  was 
impossible  that  they  could  have  made  one.  One 
word  more,  Mr.  R.  said,  and  he  had  done.  He 
should  not  be  at  all  surprised,  if  these  words— sur- 
plus fund  and  balance  of  appropriation — should 
lead  some  of  us  into  a  mistake.  A  balance  of  ap- 
propriation was  one  thing,  and  a  balance  of  money 
was  another.  It  was  a  balance  of  appropriation 
carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  but  it  was  by  no  means 
certain  that  it  was,  and  it  seldom  was,  a  balance 
of  money. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  16th  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3,  1796,  was  read,  viz : 

<«8sc.  16.  And  be  ii  further  enacted.  That,  in  re- 
gard to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  onez- 
pended,  apon  any  appropriation  other  than  for  the 
payment  of  interest  on  the  funded  debt ;  for  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  upon,  and  reimburfement,  according 
to  contract,  of  any  loan  or  loans  made  on  account  of 
the  United  States ;  for  the  purpose  of  the  sinking 
fund ;  or  for  a  purpose,  in  respect  to  which  a  longer 
duration  it  specially  assigned  by  law,  for  more  than 
two  years  alter  the  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in 
which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  passed, 
such  appropriation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased 
and  been  determined ;  and  the  sum  so  unexpended 
shall  be  carried  to  an  account  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasury,  to  be  denominated  *  the  surplus  fund.'" 

The  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress,  and 
had  leave  to  sit  again  $  and  the  House  adjourned 
to  Monday  next. 

MoNnAY,  December  27. 
Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Louisiana,  Tho0 
BoTLE^  appeared,  {nroduced  his  credentiab,  w«s 
qualified,  and  took  his  sett 
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HLx,  Mbigb  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York,  stating 
that  vexy  injurious  consequences  are  resulting^  to 
the  commerce  and  shipping  interest  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  discriminatine  duties  lately  estab- 
lished in  France  on  the  stame  products  of  this 
country,  and  praying  that  a  heavy  tonnage  duty 
may  be  imposed  on  Fr^ich  shipping  in  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  or  that  such  other  counter- 
vailing measures  may  be  adopted  as,  in  the  wis- 
dom of  Congress,  may  be  adequate  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  shipping  and  commerce  of  the  United 
States Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Meigs  presented  another  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  a  uiliform  system  of  oankruptcy  may 
DC  established  throughout  the  Unite4  States ;  whicn 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  Meigs  also  presented  a  memonal  of  the 
American  Society,  of  the  city  of  Ne\^  York,  for 
the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures. 

Mr.  Case  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  State  of  New  York. 

Mr.  Maclat  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  western  counties  of  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  which  memorials  respectively  pray,  that  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  lidopted  for  the  security  and 
encouragement  of  the  manufacturing  interest  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  Wendovbr  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
S.  Uffington,  manuNicturer  of  umbrellas  and  para- 
sols, pmying  that  the  duties  imposed  on  imported 
umbrellas  and  parasols,  and  materials  fc^*  their 
construction,  may  be  so  regulated  as  to  afford  more 
efficient  protection  to  the  domestic  manufacture  of 
those  articles. 

Orderedj  That  the  said  memorials  and  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Manufa^ctures. 

Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  petition 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  lUinois, 
pirayinff  that  a  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase 
of  pulmo  lands  may  be  extended  to  certain  settlers 
on  the  said  lands  within  that  State. 

Mr.  M'cLean  also  presented  another  petition  of 
the  G^eneral  AssemMy  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  thirty-six  sections  of  wood  land 
for  the  use  of  a  Saline  lately  discovered  on  the 
waters  of  Bond  Creek,  in  said  State.—Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SmitH;  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  an  unfkvorable  report 
on  the  petition  of  Hugh  McCuUough,  of  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  that  the 
rgpor,t  be  so  amended  as  to  resolve  that  the  prayer 
of  the  petitionjer  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Itfr.  Smith  moved  that  the  report  be  laid  on 
the  table ;  which  motion  was  a^eed  to,  with  the 
additional  order,  moved  by  Mr.  Hall,  that  it  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  enti- 
tled <<An  act  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Bairow," 
reported  the  same  without  amendment;  and  the 


bill  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wlwle 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Hendricks,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Clement  B.  Penrose,  which  was  read ;  when  Mr. 
H.  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Clement 
B.  Penrose ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-HUMrrow. 

Mr.  Hendricks  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  B.  C.  Lucas ;  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  H.  r^rted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  eaid 
John  B.  U.  Lucas;  which  was  read  twiee.  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to 
which  is  comipitted  the  bill  last  mentioned. 

Afr.  Campbell,  from  the  select  committee  ap- 
pointed OB  the  9th  instant  for  the  purpose,  reported 
a  bill  to  provide  for  takinff  the  tourth  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Comtnittee  of  the  whole  House  to-nK>iTow. 

Mr.  Alexander  Smyth,  from  the  Committee 
on  Military  Afiaii^  to  whon;^  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition of  Rebecca  C.  Appling,  made  a  rqx>rt  there- 
on, which  was  read ;  when  Mr.  S.  reported  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of  Colond 
Daniel  Appling  and  (Hhers ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  4>f  the  whole 
House  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon, 

RetUved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement,  shorwkig  the 
whole  amount  of  money  that  has  been  ezpoided 
by  the  General  Government  on  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  in  the  State  of  New  York ; 
also,  the  number  of  Cadets  that  have  been  educated 
there  from  each  State,  District,  or  Territory^  and 
their  names ;  also,  an  estimate  of  the  sums  neces- 
sary to  be  appropriated  for  said  institution  for  each 
of  the  nei^t  succeeding  three  years. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee on  behalf  of  the  Cadets  in  the  MiUtaiy 
Academy  at  West  Point,  complaining  of  manilold 
acts  of  tyranny  and  expression  on  the  part  of  the 
Sup^intendent  of  that  Academy,  and  praying  that 
an  inquiry  may  be  had  into  its  state,  management, 
laws,  regulations,  and  transactions,  and  sacb  mea- 
sures adopted  as  will  tend  to  remedy  the  evils  and  . 
abuses  set  forth  in  their  memorial.— Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storks,  the  Secretary  of  the 
War  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  all  the  balances  of  moneys, 
unexpended  on  tjie  27th  dav  of  December,  1819, 
remaming  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  m. 
the  War  Department ;  designating  therein  the 
various  heads  of  appropriation,  and  the  balance  of 
moneys  remaming  unexpended  under  each  of  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SroRRa,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  Department  was  directed  to  transmit  to  this 
House  a  statement  of  all  Uie  balances  of  mmiefs, 
unexpended  on  the  27th  day  of  December,  1819, 
remaming  in  the  Treasurer's  hands,  as  agent  ot 
the  Navy  Department;  designating  therein  the 
various  heads  of  appropriatioD,  and  the  balance 
of  moneys  remaining  unexpended  under  each  of 
them. 
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BSTIMATE  OF  PUBLIC  BXPENSES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
an  estimate  of  moneys  proposed  to  be  appropriated 
for  the  service  of  the  year  1820;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Th^  letter  is  as  follows : 

'Tbkasubt  DsviOiTxxirT,  Du,  23,  1819. 

8iB :  I  haT«  the  honor  to  tranimit^  herewith,  for 
the^inlbriDation  of  th^  Honie  of  Representatifes,  an 
eetisiate  o(  the  appropriations  propoeed  for  the  year 
1830,  amoontinff  to,  yiz: 
Ciril  listy  miscellaneous  and  foreign 

intercourse $2,404,593  93 

Military  Department,  including  Indian 

department,  and  revolntionary  and 

military  pensions  ....  10,292,831  03 
Navy  Department,  including  marine 

corps 2,702,028  76 


15,800,468  79 


To  wbidi  add  ^rmanent  appi^priations,  Tiz : 


Sinking  Fund 

Chadoal'kicrBase  of  the  Nary 

Aiming  militia 

Indian  annuities 

Also,  na^  deficit  for  this  year 


-$10,000,000  00 

1,000,000  00 

200,000  00 

160,726  00 

600,000  00 


11,866,726  00 


The  funds  from  which  the  appropriations  for  the 
year  1820  may  be  discharged  are  the  following,  viz : 

1.  The  sum  of  six  hundred  thousand  dollan,  annu- 
ally reserved  by  the  acts  of  the  4th  of  August,  1790, 
out  of  the  duties  and  customs,  towards  the  expenses 
of  the  Government. 

2.  The  surolus  which  may  remain  of  the  customs 
and  internal  duties,  after  satkfying  the  sums  for  which 
they  are  pledged  and  appropriated. 

3.  Any  other  unappropriated  money  which  may  be 
in  the  Treasury  during  the  year  1820. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  Hon.  Sfbaksb 

of  tht  Hmut  of  Repreamtathei. 

TbXASUBT   DXPABTMXXT, 

R^9ter*»  Office,  December  21,  1819. 
8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  herewith,  the 
general  estimate  of  appropriations  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1820,  viz : 
Civil  department        -  $1,099,833^  29 
Bubmissions  for  do.    -         18,100  00 

♦1,117,938  «9 

Miwsellaneous 971,482  88 

Intereonrae  with  fivrotgn  nations        -         383,277  76 

Military  EiiabHshment,  viz.- 
Expenses  of  the  Army  $8,380,614  96 
Permanent  objects     -    8,003,971  04 
Military  pensions       -       426,846  03 
RevoIution*ry  pensions    3,066,400  00 


Half-pay  pensions   to 

widows  and  orphans 

Indian  department     - 


100,000  00 
316,000  00 


Naval  Establishment  •    2,474,607  60 
Marine  Corps    -        -       227,621  26 


2,702,028  76 


10,292,831  Oa 


Total  amount,  including  submissions     15,417,663  72 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant, 

JOSEPH  N0UR8E,  Jiegieter. 
Hon.  W.  H.  Cbawxobb, 

Secretary  of  the  Treaeury. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Whitbian,  of  Massachusetts,  offered  for 
consideration  the  following  resolution: 

Reeohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Diatriot  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  estabtishing  a  Territorial  government  ibr  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

.  Mr.  Whitmaiv  said  that,  on  presenting  this  re- 
solution, he  denned  it  proper  to  offer  a  few  remarks. 
The  suoject.  said  he,  has  heretofore  been  recom- 
mended to  the  consideration  of  Congress  by  the 
Executive;  and  the  older  we  grow  the  more  sensi- 
ble shall  we  become  of  the  necessity  of  adopting 
this  course.  We  cannot  much  longer  be  expected 
to  devote  much  of  our  time  to  the  minor  afl&irs  of 
this  little  District.  Congress  cannot  hare  more 
time  than  will  necessarily  be  required  for  the  great 
afiairs  of  the  nation.  Besides,  (said  Mr.  W.,) 
there  is  great  absunlit^  in  otir  lenslating  for  a  peo- 

Ele,  of  whom,  and  of  whose  a&irs^ot  one  of  m 
aye  any  particular  knowledge.  We  are^  as  it 
were,  assembled  from  a  foreign  country,  as  respects 
the  state  of  things  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
No  one  of  us  has  grown  up  in  a  familiar  ac<raaint- 
aUce  with  their  concerns.  We,  however,  hare  a 
standing  committee  on  the  affiiirs  of  ^is  District. 
This  committee,  occasionally,  at  the  instintimi  of 
some  one  man  or  set  of  men,  within  the  District, 
bring  forward  lulls.  If  no  one  of  the  couunittee 
objects  to  them,  however  lengthy  or  complicated  in 
their  nature,  they  pass  sub  euentio.  No  one,  out  of 
the  committee,  Knows  any  thing  of  the  subject- 
matter  of  them  or  of  their  bearings. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  W.,  the  people  in  this  District 
have  been  governed  for  nearly  twenty  years,  with- 
out having  a  single  voice  in  the  enactment  of  their 
laws.  If  they  possess  the  sensibility,  which  we 
must  believe  they  do,  in  conmion  witn  the  rest  of 
their  fellow-citizens,  as  to  the  right  of  self-govon- 
ment^  we  cannot  long  expect  them  to  be  easy  and 
satisned  in  such  a  situation.  The  citizens  of  this 
District  are  smelj  not  less  intelligent,  and  haye 
not  less  of  the  spirit  of  men  and  of  freemen,  than 
is  to  be  found  in  every  similar  body  of  the  United 
States. 

The  afiairs  of  the  District  require  much  of  le- 
gislation. The  laws  at  present^  in  it,  are  in  the 
most  perplexed  condition.  On  the  Virginia  side 
of  the  Potomac  they  have  the  common  law,  the 
statute  law  of  Vii|^ia,  and  the  acts  of  Congress 
made  for  the  District,  all  in  a  confused  mass.  And 
on  this  side  of  the  river  they  have  the  statutes  of 
Maryland,  mixed  up  with  the  common  law,  and 
the  statutes  made  for  the  District.  Such  a  jumUe 
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of  laws  never  before  goYemed  any  one  such  dis- 
trict of  country.  To  luring  order  out  of  such  a 
chaos,  the  best  talents  and  the  longest  acquaint- 
ance with  the  actual  state  of  thinfi;8  is  indispensa- 
ble. It  is  impossible  that  any  member  of  Congre^ 
and  much  less  can  it  be  that  any  considerable  por- 
tion of.  Congress,  can  be  adequate  to  such  a  task. 

This  District  of  Columt)ia  (said  Mr.  W.)  is,  in 
every  point  of  view,  the  most  interesting  of  any 
equal  portion  of  the  Union.  Here  are  to  be  as- 
sembled all  the  most  distinguished  men  of  our 
country,  at  the  head  of  our  a:^ai^s.  Here  is  to  be, 
for  many  years,  at  least,  and,  I  could  hone,  forever, 
the  Seat  of  the  National  Qovemment.  Here  are  to 
be  assembled,  from  every  part  of  the  Union,  the  re- 
presentatives of  the  people,  who  are  to  reside  here 
for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  year;  and  her^ 
also,  is  the  fairest  portion  of  the  property  of  the 
Union.  The  prosperity  of  this  District,  then,  most 
be.near  to  the  heart  of  every  member  of  this  House.. 
The  only  question  which  any  one  can  ask  is,  what 
is  the  best  mode  of  i^omoting  it?  My  opinion  is, 
sir,  that  it  can  onlv  be  done  by  self-ffovemment. 
To  this  I  cannot  believe  the  citizens  of  the  District 
will  object. 

Bttt^  sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  1  have  another  motive.  I 
do  believe  that  the  people  of  this  District  ought  to 
be  at  some  portion  of  the  expense  of  this  goverAr 
ment  of  themselves ;  and  that  it  ought  not,  wholly, 
to  devolve  upon  the  Union  at  large.  They  ought, 
at  least,  to  bear  their  proportion  of  the  burdens  in 
common  with  the  rest  of  their  fellow-citizens. 
Gentlemen  are  not,  jperhaps,  all  apprised,  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  is  drawn  upnon  for 
every  expenditure  incident  to  the  judiciary  in  this 
District.  That  the  grand  and  petit  jurors  and 
witnesses  on  the  part  of  Gk>vemment,  and  the  of- 
fices attending  court,  and  every  other  contii^ency, 
la  an  encumbrance  upon  the  Treasury  Department 
The  sums  that  are  annually  to  be  drawn  from  the 
Treasury  in  this  way,  are  by  no  means  in<^n8id- 
erablc.  At  this  tim^  it  seems  that  ^  courthouse 
is  needed — and  this,  too,  it  would  seem,  must  be 
built  by  the  Cbvernment  of  the  United  States. 
And  if  the  United  States  are  to  build  it,  the  ex- 
pense, we  may  presume,  if  we  may  judffe  from 
what  has  be^,  will  not  tall  short  of  $100,000.  If 
it  were  to  be  built  by  the  county  of  Washington, 
said  Mr.  W.,  I  will  undertake  to  say,  it  would  not 
coet  910,000.  The  United  States  have  already 
erected  a  jail  for  this  county;  and  there,  said  Mr. 
W..  I  shoudd  like  to  stop.  I  for  one  should^till  be 
willing  to  pay  the  salary  of  their  Gk>vemor,  and 
perhaps  of  their  judges. 

There  is  no  portion  of  the  Union,  said  Mr.  W., 
where  such  advantages  are  enjoyed  bv  qwt  citizens 
as  in  this  District.  If  any  of  our  State  govem- 
meats  were  about  to  fix  on  a  seat  of  government, 
would  there  be  a  single  town  in  it,  the  inhalutants  of 
which  would  not  vmlingly  make  great  pecuniary 
sacrifices  to  secure  so  great  a  boon?  And,  if  that 
)vould  be  the  case  as  to  a  State  government,  what 
would  any  such  town  say  to  the  proposal  to  estab- 
lish within  it  the  Seatof  Government  of  the  Union? 
The  citizens  of  this  District  derive  infinite  benefit 
from  the  constant  issues  from  the  Treasury  here. 


And  they  are  certainly  as  wealthy  and  as  well  able 
to  bear  their  jproportion  of  the  public  bnrdeiM  as 
any  portion  of  the  Union.  I  hope,  sir,  this  meM- 
ure  will  be  adopted,  as  well  for  the  toiefit  of  the 
Union  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  this 
District. 

Mr.  Barboor,  of  Virginia,  said,  if  he  understood 
the  purpose  of  the  resolution  just  ofiered  by  the 
member  from  Massachusetts,  (of  which,  however, 
he  was  not  sure,  as  he  heard  it  mdistinctlv,)  it  was, 
.to  create  a  Territorial  government,  includine,  of 
course,  a  legislative  department,  within  the  J^is- 
trict  of  Colmnbia.  The  gentleman  had  urged,  in 
support  of  his  proposition.  Various  considerations 
drawn  from  inconvenience.  Mr.  B.  saic^  that  be 
had  in  some  d^cfe,  experienced  some  of  the  diffi- 
culties which  the  gentleman  had  stated ;  particu- 
lariy,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  he  had  felt  the 
difiaculty  of  devoting  to  the  business  of  the  District 
a  due  portion  of  time,  and  yet  at  the  same  time 
attending  to  the  ^preat  public  concerns  of  the  conn* 
try.  But,,  sir,  said  he,  whatever  may  be  the  incon- 
venience, I  fear  it  must  be  submitted  to,  at  least 
under  the  present  Constitution.  He  would  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  had  reference  to  this  bobjoet: 
"  Congress  shall  have  power  to  exercise  exclnsire 
*'  legislation  In  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such  di»- 
'  tnct  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by 
'  cession  of  particular  States  and  the  aeceplaiice 
^  of  Congress,  become  the  Seat  of  the  Gov^nment 
'  of  the  United  States."  Now,  sir,  said  he,  it  does 
appear  to  me  that  the  mere  quotation  of  this  clause 
almost  entirely  supersedes  the  necessity  of  comment 
The  power  to  Ugulate  is  given  to  Canffrt6$y  and,  to 
make  the  grant  more  explicit  and  more  emphatic, 
.  the  term  exdnsive  is  added,  and,  finally,  in  mL  €a»t$ 
whaiaoevar.  We  ourselves  area  creat^  body;  to 
us  has  been  given  a  certain  power,  confided  a  cer- 
tain trust :  is  it  competent  for  us  to  become  the 
creators  or  another  body,  to  which  this  power  is  to 
be  given — this  trust  connded  ?  Is  it  competokt  for 
any  department  of  anv  government,  whether  Fed- 
eral or  State,  to  whicn  certain  political  power  hM 
been  delegated,  to  delegate  the  same  power  to 
another  or  subordinate  lK»dy  ?  Would  the  Legis- 
lature  of  Massachusetts  or  Vir||[inia,  for  example, 
be  able  to  delegate  the  legislative  powers  respec- 
tively granted  to  them,  to  any  other  body  ?  He 
was  satisfied  that  no  gentleman  would  undertake 
to  hold  the  affirmative.  If  the  gentleman's  propo- 
sition had  only  gone  to  this— to  the  establishment 
of  some  subordimite  power,  with  authority  to  digest 
a  system  of  laws  for  the  District,  subject  to  the 
control  of  Congress,  either  by  ap^oval  or  disap- 
proval, it  would  have  presented  another  qoeaCioB, 
which,  when  it  shall  occur,  may  be  well  worthy 
of  consideration.  But,  sir,  if  we  adopt  the  roolu- 
tion  now  ofiered,  and  establish  an  independent 
Legislature,  what  will  be  our  situation  ?  Either 
we  should  continue  to  exercise  legislative  power 
over  the  District,  or  we  should  not  In  the  first 
case  our  legislative  power  would  not  be  eni»- 
fitWj  but  concmrmt;  in  the  other  part  of  the  alter- 
native, not  only  should  we  not  exercise  mMm 
Uffidation^  but  another  power,  unknown  to  ^ 
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Constitution,  would  exncise  ezclnsiye  legislation* 
Under  these  impressions  ke  should  vote  ugainst 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  Wbitbulm  said,  he  was  not  conyinced  hjr 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Barbour,)  of  the  unconstitutionality  of  this  mea- 
sure. His  cc»istruction,  said  Mr.  W.^  of  the  Con- 
stitution, cannot  be  correct.  In  givmff  Congress 
the  exclusive  power  of  legislating  for  &e  District, 
nothing  more  was  meant  or  intended,  them  to  ^ve 
the  sovereign  control  over  it  to  Congjress.  We 
have  the  same  power  over  the  territories,  and  no 
other;  and  hy  words  of  similar  import — and  yet 
we  have  never  hesitated  to  erect  governments  over 
them.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman  would 
prove  too  much.  If  we  are  obliged  to  exercise  ex- 
clusive legislation,  and  cannot  delegate  this  power, 
how  happNens^il  that  we  have  cveated  cities  within 
the  District  and  ^ven  them  legislative  power? 
The  Citv  oi  Washington  is  constantly  publishing 
her  le^^islative  acts  in  relation  to  the  city.  If  we 
can  aele|»ite  any  portion  of  thb  power,  we  can, 
surely,  ddcmte  the  whole.  If  we  can^  parcel  it 
out  in  detail,  we  can  part  with  it  in  the  gross. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  as  Tam  up,  I  will  just  remark, 
that  it  will  be  impossible  for  Congress  to  le^pslate 
for  this  District.  Every  petty  purpose  for  which  an 
act  may  be  necessary,  whether  to  authorize  the  as- 
sessment of  a  tax,  to  incorporate  a  company,  or  to 
aker  a  name,  application  must  bemade  to  Congress ; 
the  apptication  be  referred  to  a  committee ;  the  com- 
mittee must  report,  perhaps  by  bill ;  the  report  be 
lefeired  to  a  Committee  of  the  Wh^e,  and  placed 
among  the  orders  of  the  da3r;  and,  after  discussion 
and  amendment,  reported  to  the  House.  Then,  if 
a  bill,  after  being  read  the  usual  number  of  times, 
be  engrossed ;  and  then  enrdled  and  passed ;  and 
then  sent  to  the  Senate,  where  it  must  undergo  the 
same  formalities ;  and  nnally,  receive  the  signature 
of  the  President.  Besides  these  special  acts,  said 
Mr.  W.,  at  the  last  session  we  had  a  code  of  laws, 
in  a  volume  of  five  ot  six  hundred  pages^  of  a  gen- 
eral nature,  laid  upon  our  tables.  The  highest  law 
fflithority  in  the  District  had  deemed  all  these  ne« 
cessary;  and  that  authority  had  again  been  re- 

Sested  to  revise  this  code.  But,  said  Mr.  W.,  I 
ve  never  yet  been  informed  in  what  manner 
these  lawv  are  to  obtain  our  sanction.  Surely  we 
are  not  to  adopt  the  whole,  in  the  gross,  wiuiout 
knowioip  any  thii^  about  them,  and  without  their 
undergoing  any  orthe  ordinary  forms  necessary  to 
the  panage  of  other  laws.  Such  legislation  would 
be  disgiaceful.  And,  if  we  are  to  transcribe  each 
propoMd  act  into  the  form  of  a  bill,  and  then  to 
past  it  in  the  ordinary  way,  the  whole  time  of  Con- 
gress would  be  necessary^  exclusively,  for  many 
years,  for  the  purpose*  Bir^  I  believe  we  have  the 
power  to  rid  oursdves  of  this  faunness ;  and  I  hope 
we  shall  not  fail  to  do  it 

Mr,  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  rose,  to  remind  the  House, 
and  particularly  those  gentlemen  who  were  not 
Booubers  of  it  at  the  last  session,  that,  the  subject 
BOW  before  the  House  being  then  under  considera- 
ttoB  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  some  pains  had 
beeo  taken  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the  citizens  of 
Ike  District  on  the  subject    The  resilt  of  the  in- 1 


quiry  made  from  the  duee  corporations  of  Wai^- 
ington,  Geoii^getown,  and  Alexandria,  was  an  unan- 
inM>us  declaration  that  they  were  not  desirous  of 
the  estaUishment  of  a  territorial  government.  With 
regard  to  the  argtunents  of  the  ffentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  in  reply  to  that  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vir^nia,  on  the  Constitutionality  of  such  a 
measure,  if  the  gentleman  would  examine  it  closely, 
he  would  find  Uiat  they  were  really  arguments  oi 
expediency,  founded  on  the  inconveniences  expe- 
rienced from  the  present  condition  of  the  terri- 
tory. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  and  said  that,  as  he 
considered  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  proposed  making 
a  proviiaon  of  some  importance,  at  least  in  a  fisct3 
pomt  of  view,  to  the  Government,  he  trusted  he 
should  not  be  considered  troublesome,  but  would , 
be  induked  by  the  House  whilst  he  offered  those 
views  of  the  subject  which  had  occurred  to  him 
during  the  progress  of  the  debate. 

I  concur,  said  Mr.  C,  with  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbodb,)  in  the  proposition  that 
a  leffislative  body^  created  by  the  constitution  of 
the  State,  cannot  itself  create  a  subordinate  legis- 
lature, and  impart  thereto  those  powers  of  legisla- 
tion wiUi  which  it  was  itself  clothed.  It  would, 
as  the  gentleman  has  urged,  be  making  the  creature 
equal  to,  and. in  turn  itself  a  creator. 

But,  sir,  whilst  I  admit  the  correctness  of  this 
proposition,  I  must  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the 
gentleman  when  he  supposes  that  it  comes  in  col- 
Fision  with  the  resolution  now  before  the  House. 
The  resolution  proposes  the  establishmmt  of  a 
Territorial  government  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. But,  says  the  gentleman,  the  Constitu- 
tion vests  the  power  of  legislating  for  that  District 
exclusively  in  Congress,  and,  from  the  expressions 
in  that  instrument  that  power  cannot  be  imparted 
to  a  subordinate  legislature.  •  Sir,  in  construing 
the  Constitution,  I  hold  it  as  a  correct  principle, 
that  all  its  parts  should  be  taken  together ;  and, 
adopting  this  as  the  true  rule  of  construction.  I 
thinx  it  will  appear  evident  that  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  convention,  in  using  Uiose  words, 
that  Congress  U$df  should  "exercise  exclusive 
legislatioir'  over  the  Districtj  but  that  those  ex- 
pressions were  used  for  the  purpose  of  precluding 
the  sovereign  authority  of  thoseStates,  from  which 
the  District  might  be  purchased,  firom  exercising  it 
thereafter  over  the  District,  and  thereby^protect  the 
National  Legislature  and  the  various  departments 
of  the  Government  against  the  operation  of  laws 
passed  by  any  other  authority  than  itself,  or  such 
authority  as  would  be  amenaole  to  it. 

It  cannot  be  doubted,  Mr.  Speaker,  that,  at  the 
time  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  it  was  intended 
and  expected  to  purchase  this  "  ten  miles  square" 
for  the  seat  of  the  National  Gov^nmcnt,  from  one 
or  more  States,  the  boundaries  whereof  were  al- 
ready defined  by  their  own  constitutions  or  char^ 
ters,and  whose  sovereignty  was  co-extensive  with 
those  boundaries;  and  in  order,  therefore,  to"  ex* 
elude  that  sovereignty,  after  such  purchase  by  the 
Federal  Government  it  was  necessary  to  use  ex- 
pressions at  least  as  strong  as  those  that  have  been 


Digitized  by 


Google 


799 


HISTORY  0**  C0»GRB8S. 


800 


H.  opR. 


ProoeedinffB. 


DZCBMBBR,  1S19. 


neecL  although  diffiereDt  terms  mi^ht  have  been 
employed  to  convey  the  same  intention. 

If  we  will  pursae  the  sm:ne  clause  of  the  Consti* 
tation  throoffnout,  an  additional  argmnent  may  be 
drawn  therefrom,  in  supportoftlHs position:  ^Con- 
gress diall  have  power  to  raise  and  support  armies, 
and  provide  for  the  common  defence.  To  make 
all  regulations  conoeming  the  erection  of  forts, 
aorsesius,  ma|pazines,  Ac.,  would  seem,  therefore, 
to  be  implied  in  this  delegation  of  power ;  yet,  be- 
causa  diose  posts  might,  and  necessarily  would  be, 
within  the  limits  of  sovereign  States,. it  was  ne- 
cessary to  ^aranty,  by  the  Constitution,  exclu- 
sive sovereignty  over  such  places  to  the  Federal 
Government.  It  w0s  necessary,  otherwise  the 
State  sovereignties  might  interfere  with  the  views 
of  the  Federal  Government  in  rdation  to  those 
places;  and  hence  we  see  that  Cbngress  is  author- 
ized to  **  exercise  exclusive  legislation"  over  such 
pkees,  in  express  terms. 

And,  sir,  this  construction  will  appear  the  more 
reasonable  when  we  compare  the  foregoing  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  with  that  dause  which 
gives  to  Congress  the  power  to  make  all  needful 
ruks  and  regulations  reacting  the  territory  and 
other  property  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true,  sir, 
this  latter  clause  does  not  declare  that  Congress 
shall  have  the  power,  €$idfuwdf/y  to  make  those 
needful  rules  and  regulations ;  and  it  was  for  an 
obvious  reason ;  itwas  this,  sir:  That  over  the  ter- 
ritories belonging  to  the  United  States,  without 
the  boundary  of  any  particular  State,  there  could 
be  no  co-existinff  sovereignty,  the  exclusive  sover- 
eignty already  being  vested  in  Congress.  The 
word  ex€kuive  was  therefore  unnecessary,  because 
there  was  no  other  sovereign  authority  to  be  ex- 
cluded. And  yet  Congress  is  empowered  to  make 
those  needful  rules  and  regulations ;  a  power  which 
Congress  has,  in  part,  invariably  exercised,  through 
the  medium  of  subordinate  legislatures. 

And*  sir,  the  moment  the  sovereignty  of  the 
Federal  Government  became  comj^ete  over  the 
District  of  Columbia,  that  very  moment,  by  taking 
ail  the  Constitution  together,  it  stood  upon  the 
same  footihg  with  the  other  territory  of  the  United 
States,  and  Conmss  was  authorized  to  make  all 
needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  it.  And, 
upon  the  same  principle  that  Territorial  govern- 
ments have  been  estaolished  west  of  ^e  Af  issis- 
sippi,  as  a  needful  rule  and  regulation  respectinff 
tluit  territory,  Congress  may  establish  a  territorisd 
government  in  this  District. 

I  contend,  then,  said  Mr.  C,  that  the  only  rea- 
son why  the  terms  in  which  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress are  couched,  in  the  one  case,  are  stronger 
man  they  are  in  the  other,  is,  that,  in  tl^  one  case, 
provision  was  to  be  made  for  tranrferring  a  pre- 
existing soverei^ty  frota  the  kss  to  the  greater 
sovereign,  and,  in  the  other,  the  greater  was  al- 
ready possessed  of  that  sovereignty.  And  if  in 
the  one  case  Congress  have  authority  to  impart 
legislative  power  to  a  subordinate  legislature,  it 
has  it  equally  in  the  other. 

If  I  have  arrived  fairly  at  this  conclusion,  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  would  then  remark,  that  the  honorable 
member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Whitman)  has. 


in  my  estimatton,  fully  demonstrated  the  expe- 
diency of  exercising  that  power.  For,  said  Mr. 
C,  it  we  may  judge  from  the  Journals  of  the 
House,  we  wcnild  be  led  to  suppose  that  near  one- 
tenth  of  the  time  of  Congi^ess  was  spent  in  legis- 
lating for  this  District ;  and,  if  this  be  true,  sir,  it 
is  certainly  expending  too  much  of  the  national 
treasure  in  legislating  for  so  sdiaU  a  portion  of  our 
coimtry.  Elconomy,  therefore,  seems  to  d^nand 
the  adoption  of  this  measure. 

The  question  was  then  ^taken  on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  Whitman's  motion,  and  decided  in  the  neg^ 
alive  by  a  close  division. 


TuBSDAT,  December  28. 

Mr.  Mason  presented  a  petition  of  a  commitiee 
of  delegates  appodnted  by  persons  ei^aged  in  va- 
rious manu&cturing  establishments  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts ;  respectively  {Nraying^  that  fur- 
ther measures  may  be  adopted  for  the  secmity  and 
protection  of  tin  manufiictwring  establisfamaits  d 
the  country  v-^Referred  to  the  Gsmmitte*  on  Man- 
ufactures. 

Mr.  Hazard  presented  a  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Isknd.  praying 
that  proviaon  may  be  made  for  the  prohiofCion  <n 
slavery  within  the  Territory  of  Miss^iri,  when  the 
same  shall  be  erected  into  a  St«te  gov«nimenl. 

Mr.  Roosns  presented  a  skniiar  tttmorial  from 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Northampton  county,  in 
Pennsylvania. 

The  Speaker  presented  petitions  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  the  counties  of  fit  Qenevleve^  Maiii- 
son,  Washington,  Jefferson,  Wayne,  Cnpe  GHrar- 
deau,  Lawrence,  and  New  Madrid,  in  the  Territory 
of  Missouri,  praying  diat  the  said  Territory  may 
be  divided  in  the  manner  stated  in  tke  petition. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  petitions  be  rdkred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
mitted the  bill  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Aroher  presented  a  petition  of  John  Ad- 
lum,  of  the  District  of  ColumbiiL  statmg  that  he 
has  succeeded  in  making  wine  of  a  very  supeiior 
(quality  from  native  grapes,  and  praying  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  me  subject 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  Gi«lid 
Lodg^  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Wfinff  for  au- 
thontv  to  raise,  by  lottery,  ^e  mm  or  fifty  ^oct- 
sand  doUars,  to  be  applied  in  the  erection  df  a 
Masonic  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Washia^n.— 1^ 
ferred  to  die  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  p&i- 
iion  of  Ether  Shipley,  administrator  of  Thomas 
Buckrainster,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  his  rdief ; 
which  was  twice  read«nd  committed. 

Mr.  Bloomfielu,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo* 
lutionary  Pulsions,  to  whom  had  been  referred  an 
inquiry  into  the  manner  in  which  the  pentiiOa  law 
of  March  18, 1818,  had  bera  executed,  d^.,  uttade 
a  report,  embracing  a  correspondence  with  the 
Secretary  of  War  upon  the  subject ;  which  was 
read  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

Mr.  Mfiiua,  from  the  setect  committee  to  wkooi 
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was  referred  an  mquinr  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  the  New  York  asylum  ror  the  deaf 
and  dumb  a  donation  of  public  land,  made  a  report 
thereon,  favorable  to  the  purpose  proposed,  accom- 
panied Dj  a  bill  granting  one  township  ot  land  to 
said  institution  ;  which  was  twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  S^ate  hare  passed  a  bill  entitled  "An  act 
authorizinff  a  subscription  for  the  eleventh  and 
twelfth  volumes  of  State  Papers,"  in  which  they 
ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House.  The  bill  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  House  to-morrow. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brigan- 
tine  Hemick ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

A  Message  was  also  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  to  Congress  a 
report  of  (he  Commissioner  of  the  Public  Build- 
ings, and  sundry  other  documents,  exhibiting  the 
present  state  of  those  buildings,  and  the  expendi- 
tures thereon  during  the  year  ending  the  30th  of 
SiNDtember  last ;  which  message  was  read. 

The  Sp£ak£r  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasqry,  transmitting 
a  report  6f  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  giving  the 
roralt  of  the  assays  of  sundry  foreign  coins  made 
current  within  the  United  States  by  the  act  of 
April  29th,  1816;  which  was  read  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  topographical 
reports,  made  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  practi- 
cability of  unitinff  the  waters  of  Illinois  river  with 
those  of  Lake  Michigan ;  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  establishing  by  law  one  or  more  ad- 
ditional land  offices  in  the  state  of  Alabama. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooks,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inouire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  perfecting 
titles  for  land  sold  for  direct  tax,  where  tne  collec- 
tor is  dead  or  removed  without  having  made  titles 
for  such  land. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Car- 
olina, the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  the  aggregate  amount  of  the 
military  peace  establishment  of  the  United  States 
aetoally  m  service  for  each  and  every  year  since 
the  year  1815,  distinguishing  between  the  number 
of  officers,  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  the  number  of  privates. 

RESTRICTION  OF  SLAVERY. 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  rose  and  stated,  that 
he  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  resolution  of  the  15th  instant, 
directing  an  in<]^uiry  into  the  expediency  of  prohib- 
iting the  extension  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States^  to  ask  to  be  discharged  torn  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject.  Mr.  T.  gave 
as  a  reason  for  his  motion,  that  the  committee  had 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess 26 


found  that,  after  a  free  interchange  of  opinions, 
they  could  not,  consistently  with  their  ideas  of  pub- 
lic duty,  come  to  any  conclusion,  or  agree  to  any 
report  which  could  promise  to  unite  in  any  de^pree 
the  conflicting  views  of  the  House  On  this  question. 

The  question  was  taken  on  discharging  the  com- 
mittee from  the  further  consideration  of  me  subject 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Taylor  then,  as  he  observed,  to  bring  the 
question  before  the  House,  at  a  proper  time  and  in 
a  distinct  shape,  and  not  with  a  view  to  invite  a 
discussion  on  it  at  this  time,  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

*^  Reiolvedj  That  a  eominittee  be  appointed  with 
instruetions  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  the  further  ad- 
raiasion  of  slavea  into  the  Territories  of  the  United 
Statee  west  of  the  river  Misfissippi.*' 

Mr.  Lownoes  said  he  should  have  no  objection 
to  the  resolution,  if  its  effect  would  be  nothing  more 
than  w^s  stated  by  the  moter ;  but  it  surely  ou^ht 
not  to  be  expected  that  the  House  would  pass  vnth- 
out  discussion  a  resolution  expressed  in  terms  such 
as  the  one  before  them.  Before  the  House  should 
agree  to  instruct  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill  em- 
bracing a  principle  on  which  there  were  varying 
opinions,  it  would  certainly  discuss  the  preliminary 
question.  He  suggested,  therefore,  that  the  phrase* 
ology  be  modified  so  as  not  to  express  any  opin- 
ion of  the  House  in  adopting  it.  If  a  committee 
could  not  agree,  as  had  just  b^nstated,  it  certainly 
could  not  he  expected  that  the  House  would  adopt 
such  a  form  of  expression,  without  debate,  as  should 
indicate  an  agreement  of  opinion  on  this  subject 

Mr.  Taylor  did  not  understand  the  res(dution 
in  the  same  way  as  Mr.  Lowndes.  The  House 
could  not  get  at  the  question  unless  it  was  on  a  bill ; 
and,  in  directing  the  committee  to  prepare  a  bill, 
he  did  not  int^id  to  express  any  opinion  on  the 
principle  of  the  bill,  or  intend  that  the  House  aliottld 
decide  on  the  abstract  question.  <  Had  such  been 
his  object,  he  would  have  stated  in  the  resolution 
that  it  was  expedient.  He  presumed  there  was  no 
members,  he  knew  of  none,  who  doubted  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  Congress  to  impose  such  a 
restriction  on  the  Territdries,  and  the  only  question 
which  the  bill  could  present,  was  one  of  exjpediency. 
The  resolution  would  not  commit  any  member  as 
to  the  abstract  question  referred  to. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  opposed  to  the  resolution,  because 
he  considered  it  not  a  very  fair  way  of  coming  at 
the  question.  He  vrished  gentlemen  would  exercise 
a  little  of  the  candor  they  talked  about  so  much, 
and  not  endeavor  to  force  the  discussion  on  the 
House  unexpectedly.  The  adoption  of  such  a 
resolution  by  the  House  would  nave  the  efifect  to 
spread  an  opinion  through  the  country,  that  the 
House  approved  of  the  Trill  they  ordered  to  be 
brought  m,  and  that  it  would  become  a  law;  and 
he  wished  no  such  opinion  to  go  forth.  The  res- 
olution was  worded  as  if  the  question  of  expedi- 
ency was  settled,  and  took  every  thing  for  granted. 
This  he  was  opposed  to.  There  was  a  great  deal 
to  be  said  on  that  question;  and  he  would  not 
agreeto  a  resolution  which  should  have  the  appear- 
ance of  admitting  principles  which  had  not  been 
diacuMed  or  conceded  fairly. 
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Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  was  sure  the  mover  of 
the  resolution  did  not  wish  to  take  the  House  by 
surprise;  and,  as  many  members  were  absent,  it 
would  not  be  proper  to  press  a  decision  on  the  res- 
olution now.  The  proper  course  was  the  usual 
one — ^to  refer  the  inquiry  to  a  committee.  Let 
them  consider  it ;  if  they  should  report  a  bill,  let 
that  bill  go  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  when 
the  House  would  be  apprized  of  it,  and  would  be 
prepared  to  discuss  and  act  on  it.  He  moved  that 
the  resolution  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  made  the  order  for  the  second 
Monday  in  January ;  because  the  members  had 
been  prepared  to  anticipate,  on  that  day,  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  in  another  form. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  sure,  from  the  first,  that  noth- 
ing like  compromise  would  now  out  of  the  adop- 
tion and  reference  of  the  U)rmer  resolution,  be- 
cause one  party  founded  their  opinions,  honestly, 
he  had  no  doubt,  on  what  they  conceived  the 
solemn  obli^tions  of  justice;  and  the  other  party 
founded  theirs  on  the  solemn  obligations  of  an 
oath.  As  respected  the  discussion  of  this  subject, 
it  had  been  referred  to  the  second  Monday  in 
January,  and  it  was  considered  settled  that  it 
would  not  come  up  before.  It  was,  therefore,  im- 
proper to  take  up  the  discussion  now,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  many  members,  who  had  left  here  in 
confidence  that  the  subject  would  not  be  iliscussed 
until  a  fixed  day ;  and  in  a  way,  too,  which  would 
commit  the  House  on  the  question.  Whenever  a 
member  wished  to  bring  in  a  .bill,  he  always  gave 
notice,  and  was  required  to  do  so ;  because  a  sol- 
emn character  was  given  to  a  subject  when  once 
entertained  by  the  House,  and  it  was  considered 
fair  to  give  notice.  Mr.  M.  observed  that  his  ob- 
jections to  the  resolution  grew  out  of  no  hostility 
to  its  object.  When  the  question  proposed  should 
come  fairly  before  the  House,  he  should  support 
the  proposition.-  Standing  here  as  a  Representa- 
tive of  the  people  west  of  the  Mississippi,  he  should 
record  his  vote  against  suffering  the  dark  cloud  of 
calamity,  which  now  dark^ied  his  country,  from 
rolling  on  beyond  the  peaceful  shores  of  the  Mis- 
sMsippi, 

Mr.  Taylor  rose  again  to  say  that  the  discus- 
sion could  not  come  up  withont  abundant  notice. 
The  bill  would  take  its  course  at  the  foot  of  the 
orders,  when  reported,  and  would  come  up  in  its 
turn.  The  effect  of  Mr.  Smith's  motion  would 
be  to  discuss  the  sul^ject  twice — ^first,  on  the  reso- 
lution, in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  then  on 
the  bill  itself.  The  discussion  of  the  resolution  he 
conceived  was  superfluous — the  question  could  be 
fully  debated  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  certainlv  could  not  be  ex- 
pected that  the  resolution  could  be  adopted  with- 
out discussing  the  whole  merits  of  the  suhject,  in- 
asmuch as  the  resolution  called  on  the  House  to 
sanction  what  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion 
on.  If  the  question  was  taken  now,  it  would  be 
taking  advantage  of  the  absent  members. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  did  not  agree 
with  the  mover  of  this  resolution.  It  proposed  to 
instruct  a  committee  to  brin^  in  a  bill  for  a  par- 
ticular object    This  proposition  tested  the  opinion 


of  the  House  on  the  measure;  because,  if  he  voted 
for  instructing  a  committee  for  any  object,  it  would 
be  expected  of  him  to  vote  for  the  l^ill,  when  it 
shpuld  be  reported,  pursuant  to  the  instruction — 
unless  he  wished  to  be  thought  inconsistent.  To 
vote  for  the  instruction  would  certainly  be  con- 
sidered as  a  pledge  to  support  the  object  of  the 
bill.  He  was  not  prepared  to  say  whether  he 
would  vote  for  such  a  bill  as  the  one  proposed  or 
not — he  inclined  to  think  he  should  not  But  he 
was  satisfied  of  one  thing,  and  that  was.  that  this 
question  was  very  different  from  that  ol  the  Mis- 
souri bill;  and  he  thought  that  bill  oufi:h.t  to  be 
first  acted  on — it  had  been  once  already  ^scussed^ 
and  had  priority  of  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House.  Mr.  H.  observed  that,  whatever  he  might 
think  about  prohibiting  slavery  in  the  Territories  of 
the  United  States,  he  could  entertain  no  doubt  on 
the  other  question.  His  mind  was  fully  made  up 
and  settled  that  the  House  had  no  right  to  inhibit 
a  State  in  this  particular.  The  Constitution  of 
the  country,  the  treaty  of  cession,  settled  his  opin- 
ion on  this  question,  and  forbade  him  to  hesitate  in 
declaring  that  Confess  had  no  power  to  prohibit 
the  exercise  of  this  privilege  by  the  State  of 
Missouri. 

Mr.  Livermore,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  observations,  the  object  of  which  was  to  show 
that  a  vote  in  lavor  of  this  resolution  pledged 
neither  the  House,  nor  the  members  individusdly, 
to  vote  for  any  bill  which  should  be  reported  in 
pursuance  of  it,  if  adopted. 

Mr.  Holmes  said  he  had  not  contended  that  a 
vote  for  the  resolution  would  absolutely  bind  mem- 
bers to  vote  for  the  bill ;  because  thev  had  a  right 
to  be  inconsistent  if  they  chose.  If  they  were 
consistept,  however,  they  would  not  vote  for  the 
resolution  if  they  did  not  intend  also  to  vote  for 
the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  tak^n  on  postponing  the 
question,  and  decided  in  the  afllrmative,  by  a  vote 
of  83  to  62. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONa 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  (Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair) 
on  the  bill  making  certain  furth^  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 
[When  this  subject  was  before  the  House  on 
Thursday  last,  some  discussion  took  place  on  the 
subject  of  transfers  of  appropriations  from  one  head 
of  expenditure  to  another,  which  Mr.  Storrs 
commenced,  and  in  which  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, Mr.  Ranoolpb,  and  Mr.  Mercer,  took  part 
When  that  discussion  was  adjourned,  it  was  with 
the  understanding  that,  on  the  su^ect  being  re- 
sumed, the  chairman  of  the  committee  would  com- 
municate to  the  House  such  information  on  the 
subject  as  might  be  obtained  by  application  to  the 
proper  Departments.] 

Mr,  Smith,  of  Maryland,  said,  that  the  course 
which  the  discussion  had  taken  on  a  former  day, 
on  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  would  make 
it  necessary  for  him  to  travel  back  into  our  laws» 
and  the  proceedings  under  them,  and  would  plead 
his  apology  for  the  time  that  he  should  be  under 
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the  necessity  of  occupying.  Inquiry,  said  he,  was 
made  as  to  tne  manner  qf  ejcecuting  tne  act  of  1795, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  officers 
cinder  the  act  of  1809,  and  douhts  seem  to  hare 
been  entertained  that  the  first  had  been  evaded, 
and  the  last  executed  on  improper  principles. 

An  act  passed  in  1796,  commonly  called  the 
Sinking  Fund,  its  object  the  gradual  payment  of 
the  national  debt,  into  which  was  gathered  every 
item  that  could  be  spared.  Among  others  it  was 
enacted,  "  That  any  sum  unexpended,  of  any  ap- 
'  propriation,  for  more  than  two  years  after  the 
'  date  of  the  appropriation,  should  pass  to  an  ac- 
<  count  to  be  called  the  Surplus  Fund,"  and  thus 
form  a  part  of  the  Sinking  Fund.  At  that  period 
there.was  no  Navy  Department.  The  Secretary 
ef  War  was  vested,  by  the  act  of  1789,  with  pow- 
ers to  superintend  naval  afiiurs.  All  moneys  re- 
quired for  either  the  army  or  navy,  however  trifling, 
were  drawn  by  warrants  direct  on  the  Treasury. 
This  mode  was  found  extremely  inconvenient  and 
troublesome  to  the  departments.  On  the  3Qth  of 
April;  1798,  an  act  passed  erecting  the  Navy  De- 
partment, and  on  the  16th  of  July,  of  the  same 
vear,  a  law  passed,  "that  the  Treasurer  of  the 
'  United  States  shall  disburse  all  such  money  as 

*  shall  have  been  ordered  for  the  use  of  the  army 

*  or  navy."  The  Treasurer  of  the  United  States 
thus  became  the  treasurer,  or  banker,  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments.  The  heads  of  each  drew 
from  the  Treasury  in  large  sums,  and  deposited 
them  with  their  treasurer,  on  wnom  they  drew 
warrants  as  the  wants  of  the  departments  required. 
Prior  to  the  act  of  July,  1798,  fQl  unexpended  bal- 
ances in  the  Treasury  were  carried  to  the  Surplus 
Fund ;  subsequent  to  that  act,  the  money  is  drawn 
into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  for  the  use  of  the 
army  and  navy.  Although  there  have  been  unex- 
penaed  balances,  they  have  not  been  considered  such 
as  the  law  contemplated  to  be  carried  to  the  "  Sur- 
j^us  Fund."  And  such  has  been  the  uniform  practice 
under  those  several  acts;  all  unexpended  balances 
in  the  Treasury  Department  go,  after  two  years, 
to  the  "Surplus  Fund;"  those  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  do 
not— they  are  applied  as  wanted  for  the  public 
service. 

During  the  administration  of  Qeneral  Washing- 
ton and  Mr.  Adams,  a  gross  sum  was  applied,  by 
the  appropriation  law,  for  the  army  and  navy,  to 
be  disbursed  on  certain  specific  objects.  The  whole 
amount  was  considered  as  ajyplicable  to  all  or  any 
of  the  specific  items ;  so  that^  u  there  was  too  mucn 
allowed  for  one  of  the  objects,  the  officers  were 
authorized  to  apply  the  surplus  to  meet  any  defi- 
ciency that  miffht  arise  in  others.  That  mode  was 
not  approved  by  Mr.  Jefierson ;  and,  in  his  inau- 
gural speech,  I  find  the  following  recommendation, 
to  wit : 

"In  our  care  of  the  pqblic  contributions  intrusted  to 
oar  discretion,  it  would  be  prudent  to  mnltiplj  barriere 
against  their  dianpatioQ,  by  appropriating  specific  soma 
to^  every  specific  parpoie  aaaceptible  of  definition,  by 
disallowing  all  applications  of  money,  varying  from  the 
appropriation  in  object)  or  transcending  it  in  amount, 
by  reduciiif  the  oodefined  field  of  coBtingencies»  and 


thereby  circumscribing  discretionary  pov^ers  over  mo- 
ney, and  by  bringing  back  to  a  single  department  all 
accountabilities  for  money,  where  the  examination  ' 
may  bo  prompt,  efficacious,  and  uniform.'' 

I  had  always  believed  that  a  law  had  immedi- 
ately passed  to  carry  into  execution  those  laws.  I 
can  find  no  such  law.  There,  however,  is  a  dif- 
ference in  the  caption  of  the  appropriation  laws, 
passed  thereafter,  which,  with  the  recommendation 
of  Mr.  Jefferson^  operated  so  as  that,  ever  after, 
the  officers  considered  themselves  bound  not  to  ex- 
ceed the  amount  appropriated  to  each  specific  ob- 
ject in  the  law.  This  new  mode  was  beautiful  in 
theory,  but  was  attended  with  great  inconvenience 
and  public  injury  in  practice.  No  estimate  can 
provide  for  unforeseen  occurrences.  No  man,  when 
he  undertakes  repairs  to  a  ship,  can  estimate  what 
they  will  cost.  The  consequence  was,  that  Con- 
gress had  occasion  to  pass  laws  like  the  present 
to  provide  for  deficiencies.  The  President  had 
under  his  particular  care  the  expenditures  on  the 
public  buildings,  and  with  all  his  care  exceeded  the 
appropriation,  in  four  items  of  specification,  to  the 
amount  of  $102,000 ;  to  remedy  which  excess  of 
expenditure  Congress  passed  an  act,  dated  April 
26, 1808,  The  inconveniences  of  this  system  were 
felt,  and  became  subjects  of  conversation.  To 
remedy  them  Mr.  Hillhouse  did,  on  the  13th  of 
February,  1809,  introduce  into  the  Senate  a  reso- 
lution, "that  a  committeie  be  appointed  to  take 
into  consideration  the  several  acts  relative  to  the 
Treasury,  War,  and  Navy^"  and  a  committee  com- 
posed 01  Messrs.  Qiles,  Hillhouse,  and  Crawford, 
were  elected.  Thus,  then,  the  subject-matter  of 
the  act  of  1809  was  introduced  twenty  days  befoi« 
it  became  a  law.  The  act  passed  the  Senate  with- 
out opposition ;  it  was  sent  to  the  House,  and,  on 
its  first  reading,  a  motion  was  made  by  Willis  Al- 
ston to  "  reject,"  (an  extraordinary  motion, J  and 
carried  almost  bv  acclamation.  An  appropriation 
for  the  army  ana  navy  was  then  on  its  passage  in 
the  House^  to  which  was  tacked  some  sections  lor 
the  regulation  of  the  several  departments;  it  went 
to  the  Senate,  who  were  offended  that  such  sub- 

t'ects  should  be  connected  with  an  appropriaticm 
»iU;  they  struck  them  out^  and,  by  way  of  amend- 
ment, inserted  their  own  bill ;  the  House  negatived 
their  amendment ;  the  Senate  insisted— 4he  House 
insisted — and  conferees  were  appointed :  the  result 
was,  that  the  appropriation  bill  was  separated,  and 
the  act  of  1809  became  the  hiw  of  the  land.  The 
act  had  been  in  transit  twenty  days>-4iad  been  the 
subject  of  conversation — but  whether  the  particu- 
lar attention  of  the  President  had  been  called  to  its 
provisions  or  not  I  am  uninformed.  That  law 
enacts,  that  all  warrants  shall  specify  the  item  of 
specification  to  which  the  same  shall  be  charged ; 
that  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  shall  report 
to  Congress  distinct  accounts  of  the  application  of 
each  expenditure  under  its  respective  specification; 
that  the  President  may,  on  the  application  of  either 
Secretary,  transfer  the  surplus  of  any  one  specifi- 
cation to  meet  the  deficiency  in  any  other  report 
to  be  made  to  Congress  of  all  such  transfers ;  that 
a  statement  of  the  moneys  applied  to  the  payment 
of  the  contingent  expenses  or  the  War  and  Nary 
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Dejpartments,  shall  be  laid  before  Congress  at  the 
beginning  of  each  year. 

I  again  repeat,  that  the  uniform  practice  under 
those  laws  has  been  to  consider  all  moneys  drawn 
by  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  from  the  Trea- 
sury, and  deposited  with  their  treasurer,  as  taken 
completely  out  of  the  purview  of  the  surplus  fund, 
and,  until  entirely  expended,  subject  to  the  Presi- 
dent's power,  under  the  act  of  1809,  to  transfer  the 
unexpended  bahtnces  to  aay  other  object  in  the 
same  department,  for  the  public  service:  in  proof 
whereof;  I  ask  leave  to  submit  three  aocuments 
which  I  have  obtained,  to  wit :  The  direction  of 
the  Comptroller  for  the  War  and  Navy  Depart- 
ments, relative  to  their  conduct  under  the  act  of 
1809 ;  remarks  by  the  Secretarv  of  the  Navy ;  and 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  (The 
Clerk  having  read  those  documents  Mr.  S.  pro- 
ceeded.)' I  have  stated  what  has  been  the  uniform 
practice  under  the  acts^}f  1795  and  1809;  the  doc- 
uments just  read  fully  confirm  what  I  have  stated. 
Has  the  construction  given  to  those  laws  by  the 
Executive  been  erroneous?  Of  that  every  gentle- 
^  man  will  determine  for  himself  if  it  has.  Coiigress 
has  had  it  every  year  presented  to  their  view;  it  has 
not  been  kept  a  secret;  a  import  pf  those  unexpend- 
ed balances,  in  the  army  and  navy,  has  annually 
been  before  every  memb»,  and  the  statement  print- 
ed, showing  those  items  (which  caused  the  nresent 
discussion)  as  balances  unexpended  for  the  last 
three  years,  decreasing  annually,  according  as  they 
were  in  part  transferred  to  some  othor  object  of 
public  service.  The  whole  subject  has  been  faith- 
fully reported  to  Congress ;  no  objection  having 
been  made,  no  notice  taken,  Con^^ress  did  nega- 
tively approbate  the  construction  given  to  the  law. 
At  all  events,  no  censure  can  attaeh  to  the  present 
head  of  the  Navy  Department.  He  has  conducted 
his  department  agreeably  to  the  rules  prescribed 
by  the.  Comptroller,  and  to  the  practice  which  had 
uniformly  prevailed.  If  another  and  different  con- 
struction be  considered  more  advantageous  to  the 
public  interest,  p,  law  to  remedy  must  be  enacted. 
A  remedy  to  prevent  transfers  being  made  from 
objects  in  their  nature  permanent,  has  abreadj  been 
applied  by  the  act  of  1817,  which  -^^  prohibits  the 
'  President  fxom  transferring  any  a]^[>ropriation 
'  made  for  fortifications^  arsenals,  armories,  cus- 
'  tom-houses,  docks,  navy  yards,  or  buildings  of 
^  any  sort,  munitions  of  war,  or  pay  of  the  army  or 
*  navy,  to  any  other  object."  I  have,  Mr.  ChAir- 
man,  taken  a  view  of  all  the  laws  which  apply  to 
the  object  of  the  inquiry  made  on  a  former  day, 
and,  having  furnished  the  information  required 
from  the  departments,  I  will  proceed  to  consider  the 
bill  under  consideration. 

An  appro(>riation  is  required,  of  $475,000,  to  pay 
the  deficiencies  in  the  navy  expenditures  for  the 
year  1819.  The  appropriation  few  the  navy  for 
that  year  was  signed  on  the  16th  of  February. 
The  estimates  had  been  made  on  the  expenses  that 
would  be  necessary  under  the  existing  laws.  The 
deficiency  has  arisen  from  various  causes.  The 
Senate,  being  informed  that  the  estimates  for  the 
naval  service  had  not  gone  through  the  corrective 
of  the  navy  commissioners,  applied  to  them  for  in- 


formaticHi,  and,  in  consequence,  reduced  the  amount 
of  some  01  the  items,  increased  others,  and,  on  the 
whole  bill,  made  a  reduction  of  $400,000.  Oa  the 
3d  March,  at  the  last  hour,  two  bills  passed }  one 
to  suppress  piracy,  the  other  to  prevent  the  trade 
in  slaves,  and  directed  the  President  to  emfdoy  the 
n|Lvy  of  the  United  States  in  carrying  into  execu- 
tion those  highly  important  laws ;  but  the  framers 
supplied  no  means,  made  no  appropriation,  to  en- 
able the  President  to  fit,  arm,  and  man  the  vessels 
intended  for  that  service.  There  were,  then,  no 
means  in  his  power,  except  those  under  the  gen- 
eral appropriation  bill  of  loth  February,  and  Uiey 
have  (as  must  have  been  foreseen)  proved  inade- 
quate. In  the  merchant  service  the  rule  is, "  break 
your  owners  rather  th^n  break  your  orders."  ^This 
rule  might  be  very  dangerous  in  Grovernments. 
The  President  obeyed  the  laws,  no  doubt  under  a 
well-founded  confidence  that  Congress  would  ap- 
propriate the  money  necessary  to  carry  into  effect 
their  own  acts.  He  might  have  declined,  and  have 
told  us,  you  made  noi  appropriations,  and,  thete- 
£bre,  I  have  done  noihing  towards  carrying  into 
effect  those  two  important  laws.  He  has  acted  a 
more  magnanimous  part,  and  has  assumed  a  re- 
sponsibility. In  obedience  to  the  law,  he  put  into 
commission  the  Constellation,  Enterprize,  three 
schooners,  and  two  gunboats,  and  he  has  caused 
to  be  repaired  and  r^uly  for  service  the  Cyaae ; 
that  vesisel  was  taken  from  the  Britbh,  was  yexy 
rotten,  and  has  cost  nearly  as  much  as  a  new  ves- 
sel. He  also  has  employed  the  Hornet  (not  con* 
templated  in  the  estimate)  in  going  to  and  from 
Spam,  on  the  subject  of  the  treaty.  In  addition 
to  thosQ  expenses,  he  has  caused  the  ColumbOs  to 
be  prepared  for  sea ;  he  has  prepared  masts  and 
spars  at  the  different  navy  yards  to  be  ready  in 
case  of  accidents ;  he  has  sent  stores  for  six  months, 
and  2,000  barrels  of  provision,  to  the  Meditemr 
nean ;  and  bills  to  an  unusual  amount  have  been 
drawn  by  Commodore  Stewart  and  the  navy 
agents  on  our  bankers  in  London,  who  are  actu- 
ally in  advance  for  the  Navy  Department  $206,000, 
for  which  we  are  now  paying  interost — an  advance 
that  they  never  ought  to  be  subject  to,  and  which 
has  arisen  from  the  funds  havimz  been  diverted  to 
carry  into  effect  the  two  laws  afluded  to. 

I  trust,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  given  satisfactory 
reasons  to  show  that  the  extra  expenditures  iu  tke 
Navy  Department  have  been  indispensable,  and 
that  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  Storbs  said,  that,  having  had  the  honor  to 
ask  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  the  explanation  which  the  honoralue 
gentleman  had  furnished  to  the  Houses  he  wa» 
entitled  to  his  thanks  for  the  information  which 
he  had  given  of  the  construction  which  had  been 
put  on  the  law  of  1809.  Having  recentlv  had  oc- 
casion to  examine  the  mode  in  which  the  appro- 
priation accounts  were  kept,  he  was  not  surprised 
at  the  nature  of  this  extraordinary  interpretation 
of  the  power  of  transfer  from  one  si>ecinc  appro- 
priation to  another.  He  had  determined  to  bnng 
the  subject  into  notice  at  the  first  oMKirtunity,  and 
the  information  had  been  asked  that  the  Bouse 
might  be  officially  informed  of  tibe  ealent  of  the 
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praotiee  under  the  law  of  1809,  and  that,  after  a 
toll  knowledge  of  the  evasion  of  the  law  of  1795, 
the  evil  might  he  corrected.  He  did  not^  however, 
expect  to  hear,  and  was  indeed  surprised  to  learn, 
irom  the  documents  which  the  honorable  gentle- 
man had  produced  this  morning,  that  repayments 
into  the  Treasury  had  been  carried  bacK  to  the 
-  credit,  itnd  been  considered  as  increasing  the  funds 
of  the  departments  fbr  whose  use  the  original  ap- 
propriations had  been  drawn  out.  The  original 
iBtroduetion  of  such  a  practice  was  justifi^  by 
scarcely  a  semblance  of  authority. 

The  law  of  3d  March^  1795,  provides  that,  in 
regard  to  all  sums  remaining  unexpended  upon 
luiT  appropriations,  (except  those  relating  to  the 
pamic  debt,  or  where  a  longer  duration  was  spe- 
cially assigned,)  for  more  than  two  years  after  the 
aspiration  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of 
appronriation  shall  have  passed,  such  appropria- 
tion shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  and  been  de- 
termined, and  the  sums  so  unexpended  shall  be 
carried  to  the  surplus  iimd.  The  proviso  to  the 
first  section  ofthe  act  of  March  3, 1809,  authorizes 
^e  President,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  to  dnrect 
that  a  portion  of  the  moneys^  appropriated  for  a 
particular  branch  of  expenditures,  tie  applied  to 
another  branch  of  expenditure  in  the  same  depart- 
ment. The  chairman  of  the  committee  now  in- 
forms us  that  the  practice  has  been,  that  the  mo- 
iieys  appropiated  for  the  use  of  the  army  and  navy 
are  respectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  on  the 
warrant  ofthe  neads  of  the  departments,  and  placed 
in  die  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  die  United  States, . 
as  agent  fbr  the  respective  departments ;  that,  when 
once  drawn  out  on  these  warrants,  such  mcmeys 
ttre  no  longer  considered  as  in  the  Treasury ;  and, 
although  mrge  balances  of  thiese  appropriations 
may  remain  unexpended  for  any  iadennite  length 
of  time^  are  deemed  t6  be  exempt  from  the  oper- 
ation or  the  law  of  1795,  but  may  remain  in  the 
Treasurer's  hands  for  3rear8.  subject  to  be  brought 
forward  under  the  power  or  transfer,  and  collected 
into  a  fund  for  the  use  of  the  departments,  as  exi- 
g^MV  or  convenience  mar  require.  This  practice, 
said  Mr.  8.,  so  far  from  being  consistent  with  the 
objeot  and  execution  of  the  law  of  1795,  is  direcdy 
Of^K)sed  to  its  manifest  intention  and  spirit.  The 
distinction  between  balances  in  the  Treasury  and 
in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  is  totally  unwar- 
ranted by  the  statute.  It  does  not  relate  merely  to 
baknces  remaining  undrawn  by  warrant  from  the 
Treasury;  its  terms  are  general  and  unqualified, 
and  include  any  sum  remaining  unexpended,  with- 
<mt  reference  to  its  intermediate  transmission  to 
the  departments,  or  to  any  regtdations  which  might 
be  adopted  in  the  mode  of  Keeping  the  public  ac- 
counts. After  two  years,  these  Milances  cannot 
be  reached  by  the  power  of  transfei^ring  appropri- 
ations :  for  the  iett«r  of  the  act  expressly  declares 
that  alter  that  period  such  anpropnadons  shall  be 
deemed  to  have  ceased  and  determined.  No  such 
appropriations,  therefore,  exist,  on  which  die  power 
of  transfer  eoiud  operate.  The  practical  efi^t  of 
the  administration  of  the  finances,  under  the  sys- 
tem which  has  been  tiras  introduced,  has  rendered 
the  law  ci  1795  litde  else  than  a  dead  letter.    If 


ffentlemen  wiU  examine,  they  will  find  that,  while 
for  several  years  past  large  balances  have  been 
brought  forward  and  expended,  the  product  to  the 
surplus  fund,  from  the  source  of  unexpended  ap- 
propriations, has  been  scarcely  an  item  of  the  ac- 
count. The  fmmer  of  the  law  of  1795  could  never 
have  conceived  its  practical  inudlity  by  this  per- 
version of  its  spirit.  So  pertinaciously  has  the 
error  been  persisted  in,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  h^ve 
been  informed  that  a  former  Secretary  of  the 
Treasurv,  on  a  consultation  with  him  hj  one  of 
the  heads  of  department,  reladve  to  the  disposition 
of  large  balances,  which  at  one  time  had  accumu- 
lated, answered,  that  he  knew  of  no  method  by 


the  mopeys,  mUns  voUnSf  for  the  uses  of  the  depart- 
ment. It  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  interfere  and 
check  the  abuses  to  which  such  a  system  tends. 
In  the  hands  of  a  profligate  and  corrupt  adminis- 
tration, (and  we-have  no  reason  to  believe  that  we 
shall  hereafter  be  exempt  from  the  common  lot  of 
nations,)  the  aecumtdation  of  these  funds  may  en- 
aMe  them  successiblhr  to  defy  even  the  power  of 
Congress.  For  one,  1  will  trust  no  administration 
with  pecuniary  resources  beyond  the  annual  ap- 
propriations voted  by  this  House.  There  are  many 
considerations  which  mij^ht  be  urged,  and  I  hope 
successfully  will  be,  agamst  the  practice  which  is 
now  developed,  when  this  subject  shall  be  brou^t 
before  us  for  legislation  immediately  in  relation 
to  it.  > 

Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  although  the  honorable  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has 
disclosed  that  bianeh  of  our  system  of  pul^c  ex- 
penditure which  relates  to  the  power  or  transfer, 
yet  there  are  other  subjects  intimately  connected 
with  it  which  deserve  our  attention.  The  only 
clue  which  is  furnished  to  the  House,  by  whicn 
the  amount  of  these  balances  at  any  period  can  be 
discovered,  is  the  account  annually  rendered  by  the 
Heads  of  tne  Departments,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  1809.  But,  as  if,  by  the  most  singular  fatality, 
the  whole  system  was  intended  to  elude  all  our 
vigilance  and  sagacity,  these  balances  are  by  the 
act  directed  to  be  made  up  to  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  each  year.  While  we  appropriate  for 
the  dominical  year,  the  fiscal  year  commences  and 
ends  on  the  30th  or  September.  The  consequence 
of  this  variance  between  them  is,  that  the  annual 
accounts  of  the  Departments  rendered  to  Congress 
fall  three  months  short  of  the  commencement  of 
the  period  of  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  year, 
and  at  the  same  time  extend  back  and  include 
three  months'  disbursements  of  the  appropriations 
made  two  years  before  the  rendition  or  the  account. 
If  we  undertake,  therefore,  the  examination  of  the 
account  for  the  fiscal  year  preceding  this  session, 
we  shall  find  that  it  includes  the  disbursement  of 
the  last  annual  appropriation  during  six  months 
only.  Although  bahinces  may  appear  to  be  stand- 
ing in  the  books  on  the  30th  or  September,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  any  such  balances  exist  on  the 
1st  January  sueceedinff^-4it  least,  the  House  have 
no  docnments  by  which  it  may  be  detennined.    It 
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might  often  be  highly  expedient  that  the  balances 
of  appropriations  of  certain  descriptions,  as  they 
exist  at  tne  commencement  of  the  year,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  new  ai)propriations.  The  House 
had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  jpropriety  of  that 
course.  It  was  indeed  time  that  the  Committee  of 
Wa  vs  and  Means,  in  making  up  their  estimates, 
mignt  be  enabled,  oy  diligent  and  close  inquiry  at 
the  public  offices,  to  determine  with  some  degree 
of  certainty  the  amount  of  deduct^n  which  it 
might  be  prudent  to  make ;  but  the  accounts  should 
be  so  kept  and  rendered,  that  every  member  could 
easily  understand  and  comprehend  the  operations 
and  results  of  the  whole  system.  It  should  be 
reduced  at  least  to  such  simplicity,  that  not  only 
the  appropriations  of  one  year  mif  ht  be  precisely 
compared  with  the  expenditures  of  the  same  year, 
but  that  the  expenditure  under  each  appropriation 
mifi^ht  be  distinctly  traced.  This  could  not  oe  done 
so  long  as  the  accounts  of  the  expenditure  of  suc- 
cessive years  were  continually  running  into  each 
other;  much  less  could  the  expenditure  under  the 
appropriations  be  satisfactorily  traced,  while  the 
tjransfer  of  old  balances  to  the'new  appropriations 
continued  to  increase  the  perplexity.  In  regard 
to  appropriations  of  a  permanent  character  as  to 
their  objects—^uch  as  tortifications  or  arsenals — it 
might  hey  and  properly  was,  inseparable  from  their 
execution,  that  the  balances  of  such  appropriations 
should  remain,  and  the  result  would  necessarily 
be,  that  the  appropriations  would  in  some  meas- 
ure be  cumulative ;  but,  as  to  the  other  appropria- 
tions, not  of  that  description,  a  different  rule  should 
be  adopted.  The  accountability  of  public  agents 
was  more  perfectly  secured  in  proportion  to  the 
simplicity  of  the  public  accounts  and  the  frequency 
of  settlements.  As  the  system  was  now  organized, 
all  satisfactory  examination  of  the  accounts  seemea 
to  be  denied  to  the  keenest  sagacity  or  the  most 
penetratiiig  ingenuity.  There  was,  indeed,  one 
document,  which  was  distributed  annually  to  the 
members  of  the  House,  by  which  the  amount  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  on  warrants  in  each  year  mi]B;bt 
be  determined — he  referred  to  the  book  of  receipts 
and  expenditures — but  even  the  partial  light  fur^ 
ntshed  by  this  book  was  of  no  use ;  for,  unfortu- 
nately, it  was  distributed  some  two  or  three  years 
after  the  expenditures  had  been  completed.  The 
latest  which  he  had  received,  comprised,  he  be- 
lieved, the  expenditures  of  the  year  1817.  It  might 
have  been  of^  some  aid,  had  it  been  distributed  to 
the  members  of  a  former  Congress ;  but,  to  this,  the 
Almanac  of  that  year  miffht  niave  been  laid  on  our 
tables  with  about  as  much  practical  utility. 

Sir.  said  Mr.  S.,  let  me  not  be  misunderstood- 
I  am  nappy  to  find  that  the  system  which  is  now 
developed  neither  originated  nor  was  perfected 
under  the  present  Administration.  It  is  not,  there- 
foreL  with  a  view  to  censure  it,  that  I  have  thus 
freely  expressed  my  yiews.  From  what  source  it 
may  have  sprung,  from  what  hands  it  may  have 
oriffinatedj  or  at  what  period  it  may  have  been  in- 
troduced, is  perhaps  immaterial  now  to  examine. 
Satisfied  as  the  House  must  be  that  a  reform  is 
in^ieriottsly  necessary,  I  hope  that,  after  the  bill 
now  before  us  shall  have  paawd,  our  early  atten- 


tion will  be  directed  to  a  salutary  correction  mad 
revision  of  the  system. 

Mr.  Mercer  said,  as  the  remarks  of  the  hooor- 
able  chairman  of  tne  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  been  evidently  designed  as  a  reply  to 
the  question  which  he  had  the  honor  of  putting  |o 
him  on  a  preceding  day,  it  became  him,  Mr.  M. 
said,  to  address,  on  his  part,  some  exfManatory 
observations  to  tne  coounittee. 

It  had  been  na  part  of  his  intention,  Mr.  M.  said, 
to  impute  blame  to  the  Executive  for  what  had 
been  done  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  but  rather 
to  complain  of  what  had  been  totally  neglected,  or 
too  long  delayed — the  execution  of  the  act  of  tlie 
last  Congress  providing  additional  restraints  upon 
that  detestable  traffic.  He  had  been  urged  to  make 
this  complaint,  by  the  fact,  which  he  well  knew, 
that  no  squadron,  not  even  an  armed  vessel,  had 
vet  sailed  for  the  coast  of  Africa,  although  he  had 
heard  one  of  his  honorable  colleagues  dralare  it  to 
be  his  intention  to  move  the  repeal  of  the  act  of 
the  last  Congress  on  account  of  the  expense  to 
which  it  had  put  the  nation ;  and  a  clause  in  a  late 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  seemed  to  fur- 
nish some  color  for  such  a  motion.  He  wished, 
Mr.  M.  said,  to  sustain,  not  to  condemn  the  expen- 
diture, which,  it  now  seemed,  has  bejen  incvrred 
for  this  purpose ;  to  prove  ^hat  it  was  authorized 
by  existing  laws,  and  that,  if,  in  the  appUcatioa  of 
the  public  money,  the  naval  expenditure  for  the 
current  year  has  exceeded  the  general  appropriation 
to  that  instrument  of  national  defence,  such  excess 
is  imputable  to  any  other  branch  of  tnat  expendi- 
ture, equally  with  that  on  which  it  has  been  ^e- 
cifically  charged  in  the  course  of  the  late  debate. 

In  addition  to  the  detailed  history  of  theorism 
of  this  act,  which«had  been  given  to  the  House  oy 
his  honorable. friend  (Mr  Floyo)  on  yesterday, 
Mr.  M.  said  he  had  not  forgotten,  and  should  ever 
take  pride  in  remembering,  that,  in  the  passage  of 
that  act  through  this  House,  he  had,  almost  unas- 
sisted, to  encounter  opposition  from  various  quar- 
ters, and  especially  from  the  honorable  men^ier 
who  now  presides  in  this  committee,  (Mr.  Nelson,) 
and  from  another  of  his  honorable  coUeacws. 

The  honorable  member  from  Marylandhad  said, 
doubtless  with  the  intention  of  embracing  him, 
"  that  the  friends  of  this  act  had  their  objects  in 
view." 

They  were,  sir,  most  palpably  expressed  by  tlie 
act  itself— to  put  do¥m  tnat  detestable  traffic, 
which,  attracting  to  its  support  the  most  profligate 
adventurers  of  our  own  country,  along  with  the 
outcasts  of  the  whole  world,  has  borrowed,  within 
the  present  year,  the  flags  ot  Portugal  and  SpauoL 
to  spread  its  ravages  to  an  almost  unprecedented 
extent 

I  do  yet  complain,  said  Mr.  M.,  that,  since  the 
Mssage  of  the  act  designated  to  terminate  for  ever 
this  abominable  commerce,  nine  entire  months 
have  been  expended  in  ineffectual  efforts  to  fit  out  a 
small  squadron  to  sweep  the  coast  of  Africa  of 
these  violators  of  all  human  rights.  But,  while  I 
do  most  positively  deny  that  a  sufficient,  or,  indeed, 
any  apology  whatsoever,  can  be  found  for  this  de- 
lay in  the  uleged  defects  of  the  act  in  question,  I 
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do  certainly  cootend  that  no  reproach  can  attach 
to  the  Executive  for  the  appropriation  made  to  the 
repairs  of  the  squadron  destined  for  this  service. 
If  the  honorable  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  will  allow  me.  I  will  furnish 
what  I  deem  a  betted  defence  of  this  application 
of  the  public  monev  than  he  has  himseit  supplied. 

The  act  of  the  last  Congress  placed  the  whole 
Navy  of  the  United  States  at  the  disposal  of  the 
President,  for  theporpose  of  capturing  every  Amer- 
ican vessel  which  might  be  found  engaged  in  the 
African  slave  trade.  It  neither  enlarg^  nor  di- 
minished the  general  appropriation  to  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.  The 
act,  passing  as  it  did  with  the  support  of  a  large 
majority  of  this  House,  and  the  almost  unanimous 
voice  ot  the  Sejiate.  certainly  contained  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  President,  to  employ  a  part  oC 
the  naval  force  of  the  country  in  the  service  pointed 
out  by  the  act  itself.  But  the  President  of  the 
United  States  is,  under  the  Constitution,  and  inde- 
pendent of  our  authority,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Navy  as  well  as  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  and  bound  to  employ  both  in  the  execution 
of  the  laws.  We  have  long  had  a  fleet  in  the 
Maliterranean :  but  where  is  the  specific  appro- 
priation to  the  mfuntenance  of  that  s<^uadron? 
Any  excess  of  expenditure,  of  the  description  of 
•  that  which  has  given  rise  to  this  debate,  is  as  pro- 
perly chargeable  upon  the  Mediterranean  squadron, 
as  on  that  destin^,  as  he  was  happy  to  hear,  for 
the  coast  of  Africa. 

If  the  ^neral  naval  appropriations  shall^iot  suf- 
fice to  defray  the  expense  of  both  services ;  if  these 
two  objects  shall  ever  become  rivals  in  the  Exe- 
cutive favor,  it  rests  with  the  President,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  whole  Navy,  to  choose 
between  them ;  although  I  confess  my  total  ina- 
bility to  perceive  why  those  squadrons,  intended 
for  tne  northern  coast  of  Africa,  should  not  scour 
the  western  shore  of  the  continent,  as  well  in  their 
return  home  as  in  their  outward  voyage.  The 
security  of  our  commerce,  and  the  honor  of  our 
Navy,  cannot  be  more  efiectuaUy  promoted,  than 
by  the  occasional  display  of  its  m^T?  in  achieving 
the  labor  of  humanity,  required  of  it  by  the  last 
Congress.  It  will  evince  to  the  world,  in  this  em- 
ployment, that  our  profession  of  abhorrence  to- 
wards a  traflSc  so  long  the  disgrace  of  Europe  and 
America,  is  not  hypocritical — as  cheap  as  it  is 
insincere. 

Allow  tm.  Mr.  Chairman,  to  question  at  least 
the  policy  of  exposing,  for  so  long  a  period,  the 
character  of  our  Navy  to  the  seduetive  influence 
of  Italian  skies ;  and  to  remark,  with  some  regret, 
that  the  only  addition  which  it  has  recently  made, 
to  a  renown  most  gloriously  earned,  arises  from  in- 
fractions of  our  laws,  and  outrages  upon  those  of 
other  nations. 

Mr.  Chairman,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  did  not  rise  to 
enter  upon  the  other  questions  which  have  grown 
up  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  I  should  not 
have  risen  at  all,  but  to  vindicate  an  act  of  the 
last  Congress,  the  repeal  of  which  I  have  heard 
threaten^,  and  which  is  yet  and  will  ever  remain 
dear  to  my  heart.    Before  I  resume  my  seat,  how- 


ever,^llow  me  one  further  remark  on  the  doctrine 
as  it  has  been  recently  explained,  of  specific  appro- 
priations. Its  origin  was  contemporaneous  with 
an  efibrt  to  impeach  thie  integrity  of  some  of  those 
distinguished  men  who  composed  the  Administra- 
tions which  preceded  that  of  Mr.  Jefierson.  An 
inquiry  was,  indeed,  then  instituted  into  the  public 
expenditure,  which  terminated  in  their  complete 
acquittal.  Sir,  this  discussion  brings  to  my  re- 
membrance a  venerable  name.  That  of  T.  Pick- 
ering will  hereafter  live  in  the  recollection  of  a 
grateful  country.  And  if  my  honorable  colleague 
seated  near  me  (Mr.  Randolph)  ever  entertained 
feelings  of  hostility  towards  this  statesman,  I  well 
remember  that  he  amply  atoned  for  it^  by  a  com- 
pliment, of  which  I  almost  envy  this  ereat  man  ; 
and  of  which  it  may  be  questioned  whether  it  re- 
flects greater  honor  upon  the  merit  which  received, 
or  the  justice  and  candor  which  bestowed  it.  I 
had,  indeed,  sir,  rather^  repose  beneath  a  simple 
stone  inscribed  with  this  orief  memorial,  "Here 
lies  the  friend  of  Washington,"  than  have  my  poor 
remains  protected  by  the  proudest  monument  that 
ever  attracted  the  admiration,  or  was  bedewed  by 
the  tears  of  man. 
After  Mr.  Mercer  had  concluded — 
Mr.  Clay  rose.  He  said  he  had  entertained  the 
hope  that  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who 
had  first  spoken  on  this  subject,  would  have  moved 
that  the  Committee  should  rise,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  the  papers,  which  had  been  laid  on  the 
table,  ordered  to  be  printed;  for,  unquestionably 
they  disclosed  a  state  of  facts  very  contrary  to  afiy 
he  nad  supposed  to  exist,  and  which,  in  his  judg- 
ment, demanded  the  interposition  of  the  House. 
Whilst  on  the  subject  of  laying  papers  before  the 
House,  he  would  remark,  by  the  way,  that  a  loose- 
ness of  practice  prevailed,  which  he  regretted  to 
see.  An  honoraole  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
the  other  day  did  us  Uie  favor,  said  he,  to  read  to 
us  a  communication  which  he  had  occasion  to 
make  to  an  ofl&cer  of  the  Government  with  the 
answer  he  had  received ;  and  the  House  must  re- 
collect the  monosyUabical  replies  to  the  long  inter- 
rogatories put  to  him.  To  one  question,  the  answer 
is  Yes !  to  another.  No !  and,  ag^in  and  again,  Yes 
and  No ;  and  this  is  the  sort  of  communication 
laid  before  this  House  for  it  solemnly  to  legislate 
on.  It  was  proper  to  say,  in  justice  to  that  officer, 
however,  that  he  had  not  probably  contemplated 
the  exhibition  of  the  document  to  the  House — ^but 
it  was  read  ;  and,  to^ay,  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Maryland  (Mr.  Smith)  had  laid  before  the 
House  several  documents,  one  of  which  was  an 
argument,  without  date  or  name^  for  the  guidance 
of  the  House  in  deciding  a  question  of  great  pub- 
lic interest.  This,  he  repeated,  was  a  looseness  of 
practice,  which  ought  to  be  corrected.  He  hoped 
the  Committee  would  rise,  that  the  papers  might 
be  printed,  as  they  disclosed  facts  perfectly  new  to 
him,  and  unexpected.  The  law  of  the  land,  he 
said,  required,  m  regard  to  appropriations,  that 
those  which  remained  unexpended  for  two  years 
should  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fund, 
and  thus  be  brouj^ht  again  within  the  power  of  the 
Legislature.    Was  it  ever  contemplated,  he  asked. 
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by  the  Congress  who  passed  that  law,  or  in  the 
expectation  of  any  member  of  the  House,  that  this 
law  would  be.  evaded,  by  withdrawing  the  fund 
from  the  power  of  the  Treasury,  and  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  and  thus  reservmg  to 
a  particular  department,  or  to  the  Executive  branch 
01  the  Government,  the  power  to  apply  this  money 
at  its  pleasure,  within  tne  limitation  only  that  it 
be  applied  to  somfe  object  consonant  to  the  charac- 
ter 01  that  for  which  it  was  oris^nally  appropriated? 
But  was  it  not  more  strange,  if  possible,  that  whilst, 
by  this  transfer  from  the  Treasury  to  the  Treasurer 
of  the  Fund,  it  was  withdrawn  from  the  former, 
still,  under  another  provision  of  law,  it  is  yet  in 
the  power  of  the  Treasury  Department,  afad  by  a 
transfer  is  subjected  to  its  disposal?  By  bemg 
withdrawn  from  the  Treasury  under  one  statute, 
it  would  have  been  thought  to  have  been  equally 
taken  out  of  its  reach  under  the  provisions  of  any 
other  statute.  But  this,  it  appeared,  was  not  the 
practice  of  the  Treasury.  Hfe  was  far  from  inti- 
mating, or  thinking,  that  any  serious  abuse  existed, 
except  that  of  the  statute,  which  certainly  ought 
to  be  repealed  or  modified. 

But  we  are  told,  said  Mr.  C,  by  the  worthy  gen- 
tleman at  the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  that  Congress  is,  session  after  session,  reg- 
ularly notified  of  these  transfers.  I  protest  against 
the  conclusion  because  Congress  has  been  silent  on 
the  subject,  they  have  assented  to  the  practice  in 
question,  when,  perhaps,  not  ten  members  of  this 
whole  body  knew  of  it.  There  was  one  conclu- 
sion, he  said,  to  which  the  mind  was  drawn  on  the 
subject,  viz :  that  men  should  not  be  too  confident 
of  their  fellow-men  in  their  use  of  power ;  but  they 
should,  on  the  contrary,  be  watchful,  and  particu- 
larly on  the  all-important  points  which  relate  to 
the  sword  and  the  purse  of  the  nation.  With  re- 
spect to  the  practice  which  appeared  to  call  for  the 
reprehension  of  Congress,  Mr.  C.  said  he  knew  of 
no  mode  but  one  for  remedying  the  evil,  which  he 
hoped  the  proper  committee  would  hasten  to  lay 
before  the  House  in  the  shape  of  a  bill,  and  that 
was,  to  prohibit  the  practice  for  the  future. 

This,  however,  Mr.  C.  continued,  was  not  the 
only  topic  which  he  thought  demanded  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  He  referred  to  another  practice, 
at  lc«st  equally  worthy  of  reprehension — the  ex- 
ceeding of  appropriations;  the  going  beyond  the 
expressed  will  of  the  Legislature,  as  to  the  amount 
of  expenditure.  Had  it  occurred  but  in  a  single 
instance,  he  should  not,  perhaps^  have  taken  notice 
of  it ;  but  there  was  a  habit,  ansmg  under  the  Gov- 
ernment, of  transcending  the  law,  which  called  on 
Congress  to  potest  against  this  abuse  of  power. 
The  Convention  which  framed  the  Constitution,  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  abuses  to  which  all  his- 
tory shows  us  that  Governments  are  prone,  intend- 
ed to  put  into  the  hands  of  Congress  two  securi- 
ties— the  one  the  power  over  the  sword,  the  other 
over  the  purse  of  the  nation.  What  has  become 
of  the  first  of  these  powers,  said  Mr.  C,  let  the 
doctrines  asserted  on  this  floor  at  the  last  session 
attest.  Are  we  to  lose  odr  rightful  control  over 
the  public  purse  ?  It  is  daily  wrested  from  us,  un- 
der nigh-sounding  terms,  which  are  calculated  to 


deceive  us,  in  such  manner  as  appear*  to  call  for 
approbation  rather  than  censure  c^  the  praotioe. 
So  extended  was  the  practice,  he  said,  that  thm 
is  scarcely ^n  officer,  from  the  yoimgest  menial  in 
the  service  of  the  Government,  upwards,  that  does 
not  take  upon  himself  to  act  wpon  ki$  rtsponsib&itjf, 
Mr.  C.  said  he  admired  the  assumption  of  lespoa- 
sibility ;  but  it  was  of  responsibility  within  the 
Constitution.     That  which  exceeded  all  authonCy, 
which  prostrated  at  will  the  laws  of  the  land,  he 
confessed,  did  not  suit  his  taste.    Reverting  to  tkt 
power  given  to  this  body  by  the  Convention,  over 
the  purse  of  the  nation,  he  said  it  was  renudnble 
that,  so  anxious  had  the  framers  of  the  Constilii- 
tion  been  on  that  subject,  they  had  inserted  in  it 
not  a  single  provision,  but  two  clauses  respecting 
it.    The  first  was,  that  no  money  should  be  drawn 
from  the  Treasury  without  previous  appropriation 
bylaw;  the  other  was,  that  all  bills  naving  for 
their  object  to  lay  a  tax  on  the  people,  should  origi- 
nate with  the  representatives  of  the  people.    Now, 
let  me  ask,  said  Mr.  C,  where  is  the  difoence  be- 
tween drawing  money  from  the  Treasury,  and  ma- 
king an  unauthorized  expoiditare^  which  imposes 
on  Congress  a  moral  obligation  to  appropriate 
money  to  pay  it  ?    The  difference,  he  said,  was  in 
name  only.    He  called  upon  members  to  say,  when 
an  expenditure  had  been  made-by  the  Government, 
even  though  they  would  not  have  previously  at:^ 
thori2ed  it,  if  they  did  not  feel  themselves  bound 
to  make  good  the  deficiency — to  pay  for  the  sop- 
plies  purchased,  or  money  anticipated,  merely  be- 
cause the  expense  had  been  incurred.    If  this  hafatt 
of  unauthorized  expenditure  was  persevered  in  by 
those  who  have  the  care  of  the  public  moneys, 
Congress  and  the  nation  would  entirely  lose  Uie 
bendit  of  the  Constitutional  jNroviston,  that  no 
money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  wrtboat 
previous  appropriation  by  law. 

Affain,  if,  by  a  previous  expenditure,  there  was 
devolved  upon  Congress  a  moral  oblioatimi  to  pay 
away  the  public  money,  he  asked  where  was  the 
difference  between  the  making  such  expenditore 
and  imposing,  taxes  on  the  people  of  the  coimtry  ? 
The  one  necessarily  involved  the  other.  Let  me 
refer,  said  he,  to  tne  honorable  gentleman  irom 
Pennsylvania,  the  Representative  of  what  has  been 
frequently,  and  not  improperly  called  the  Birming- 
ham of  America,  to  sa^r,  whether  a  member  does 
not  feel  himself  constrained  to  vote  for  appropria- 
tions where  the  money  had  been  expanded,  whkh 
he  would  not  have  previously  authorized  to  have 
been  expended.  For  abuses  of  this  description,  he 
knew  not  what  remedy  to  suggest.  He  had  th«s 
adverted  to  them  for  the  purpose  of  entering  the 
protest  of  at  least  one  individual  against  them. 

It  behooves  us  well,  said  he,  and  especially  after 
the  d^oiency  in  the  revenue  of  which  we  are  ap- 
prized, to  take  care  of  our  expenditures  for  the  fu- 
ture. Our  purse  is  reduced  to  rather  a  melancholy 
condition;  having  parted  with  all  the  big  notes 
and  large  money,  we  have  gotten  down  to  the  tat- 
tered rags  and  fourpence-halfpenny  bits.  It  was 
true,  that  Congress  had  in  some  deme  participated 
in  the  large  expenditures  which  nad  caused  the 
present  deficit ;  bat  such  appropriations  had  been 
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generally  made  on  Execntiye  recommendations, 
for  there  wis  no  resisting  them.  For  example,  the 
Kerolutlonary  Pension  bill,  which  had  introduced 
an  annual  expenditure  of  three  millions  of  dollars. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
^Mr.  Lincoln,)  who  addressed  the  House  the  other 
aay  on  the  subject  fervently,  and  he  might  say 
piously,  expressed  a  wish,  in  rerard  to  the  soldier 
of  the  ReTolution,  that  he  might  live  forever.  I 
-wish,  sir,  said  Mr.  C,  that  he  may  live  as  long  as 
it  may  please  Qod  to  let  him  live ;  but  I  hope  the 
gentleman  wotild  consent  to  compromise  lor  the 
term  of  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  years  for  the 
duration  of  his  existence.  These  expenses  show  a 
want  of  forecast  amongst  our  predecessors,  and  I 
take  to  myself  my  share  of  the  blame.  It  becomes 
us  to  guard  against  it  for  the  future,  by  every  ex- 
amination and  detection  of  abuses ;  by  every  cor- 
rective and  every  preventive  which  the  Constitu- 
tion has  furnishcMd  Congress  the  power  of  applying. 
He  wished,  he  said,  the  House  could  have  an  op- 
portunity of  deliberately  examining  the  papers; 
out,  fearing  he  might  owtruct  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  for  the  appropriation  of  only  half  a  million  of 
dolliars  for  the  excess  of  expenditure  in  one  depart- 
ment of  the  Government,  he  should  not  himself 
move  that  the  Committee  should  rise.  But,  said 
he,  it  is  proper,  before  we  take  a  leap  in  the  dark, 
to  know  on  what  ground  we  stand. 

Mt.  RAnnoLpn  then  moved  that  the  Committee 
should  rise.  It  was  no  part  of  his  purpose,  he  said, 
to  enter  into  the  merits  or  demerits,  more  correctly 
speaking,  of  the  question  now  before  the  House, 
but  to  state  a  fact,  which  he  hoped  every  member 
of  the  Committee  would  bear  in  mind  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  discussion ;  that  this  abuse^  which 
had  b^n  so  eloquently  exposed  to  the  House,  had 
not  extended  as  far  back  as  the  administratioii  of 
Thomas  Jefferson ;  during  the  whole  of  which  no 
such  practice  had  obtained  at  the  Treasury  or  else- 
where. The  practice,  he  said,  grew  out  of  that 
celebrated  law  of  March  3, 1809,  which  had  been 
before  referred  to  in  debate ;  that  famous,  or,  to 
speak  freely,  but  correctly,  that  infamous  law, 
which  without  anv  fear  of  correction,  from  any 
side  of  the  House,  ne  pronounced  to  have  been  the 
ofibprin^  of  a  dirty  intrigue.  During  the  whole  of 
the  adnunistration  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  there  had 
been  no  occasion  to  resort  to  any  such  law ;  and, 
at  that  period,  no  such  practice  Wevailed  as  had 
since  erown  out  Of  that  statute.  During  the  greater 
part  of  that  period,  Mr.  R.  said,  such  was  the  ac- 
cess which  he  had  to  the  Treasury,  and  such  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  House,  he  spoke 
of  his  own  knowledge,  and  feariessly,  in  saying  the 
expenditures  had  been  generally  wimin  the  apnro- 
pnations ;  no  sum  appropriated  to  one  object  nad 
ever  been  diverted  to  another ;  but,  at  the  end  of 
two  years  after  its  date,  every  appropriation,  for 
renions  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution  itself,  did, 
hy  the  operation  of  the  act  of  1795,  cease  and  de- 
termine. 

Mr.  R.  said,  he  rose  to  state  this  fact,  and  to  re- 
quest, whatever  censure  gentlemen  might  choose 
to  throw  on  the  financial  administration  of  the  na- 
tion, he  hofped  they  would  exeept  that  period — a 


period  in  which  the  nation  had  made  one  of  its 
I  most  expensive  acquisitions,  by  the  purchase  of 
I  Louisiana ;  and,  if  his  memory  did  not  much  de- 
I  ceive  him,  the  Secretary  of  War  contrived,  with- 
out any  of  this  hocus  pocus  legerdermain  of^  trans- 
f(»'ring  appropriations,  to  take  possession  of  the 
country  without  any  extraordinary  expenditure  in 
the  Military  Department.  At  that  tmie,  Mr.  R. 
said,  we  maintained  about  three  thousand  men,  at 
an  expense  of  about  nine  hundred  thousand  dollars 
per  annum.  Compare  the  expenditures  at  that 
time  with  the  expenditures  on  the  same  objects 
now,  and,  making  every  allowance  for  the  advance 
in  the  price  of  the  articles  of  subsistence,  ^^ — ^in 
other  words,  for  the  depreciation  of  our  miserable 
paper  money,  a  large  amount  might  be  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  Administration  of  which  he 
spoke. 

Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  number  of  remarks  on 
the  subject  of  the  practice  of  the  Qovonment  in 
regard  to  appropriations,  dbc.  He  also  touched  on 
the  point  or  relative  expenditures  of  the  period  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  administration,  and  those  of  the 
present  day ;  and  denied  that  the  contrast  between 
them  was  such  as  had  been  represented. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  rose. for  the  purpose 
of  giving  some  explanations  on  a  point  wnicn,  if 
the  House  separated  without  explanation,  mijB^ht  be 
misunderstood.  It  was  not  his  object  to  lustily 
the  manner  in  which  the  public  moneys  had  been 
expended  by  transfers  from  one  item  of  appropria- 
tion to  another,  but  to  show  that  the  fault  origin- 
ated not  in  the  departments  of  the  Government, 
but  in  this  House ;  and,  if  here,  some  excuse  at 
least  would  be  found  for  the  practices  elsewhere, 
which  had  been  complained  of  It  was  almost 
impossible  for  the  depstrtments  to  make  their  esti- 
mates for  the  expenditures  of  the  following  year, 
or  to  show  the  iMilances  in  hand,  unless  the  period 
at  which  these  returns  were  made  was  changtMl. 
Owing  to  the  circumstance  of  warrants  being 
drawn  for  expenditures  in  distant  parts — Orleans, 
Mobile,  St.  Louis,  d^c. — it  was  impossible  to  do  it ; 
neither  could  the  balances  in  hand  be  distinctly 
ascertained  until  the  amount  of  expenditure  was 
known.  If  gentlemen  desired  a  remedy,  it  must 
be  by  having  the  estimates  made  out  at  tne  last  of 
February,  instead  of  December,  in  each  ycfur.  By 
that  time  most  of  the  warrants  drawn  under  the 
various  heads  of  appropriations  would  have  been 
brought  in,  and  the  balances  in  hand  could  be 
ascertained,  and  the  estimates  for  the  future  made 
up,  with  a  reasonable  certainty,  which  might  sat- 
isfy the  House. 

It  had  been  said,  in  reference  to  the  bill  before 
the  House,  that  the  estimates  ouffht  to  be  made  out 
somewhat  more  correctly  than  they  appear  to  have 
been  heretofore.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
rear,  when  the  appropriation  for  the  service  of  the 
Navy  for  the  current  jrear  was  made,  Congress  had 
appropriated  less,  by  four  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand dollars,  than  the  amount  estimated  by  the 
Department  If  the  whole  amount  asked  had  been 
then  appropriated,  there  would  have  been  no  de- 
ficiency. It  was  not  very  reasonaUe,  therefbte,  to 
complain  so  bitterly  now  of  that  deficiency.    The 
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only^  incorrecUiess  which  he  could  discover  in  the 
practice  of  the  Groyernment,  if  any,  was  in  the 
mode  of  making  transfers.  For  other  things  to 
which  exception  had  been  taken  the  fault  lay  with 
this  House,  as  he.  had  already  said,  and  not  with 
the  officers  of  the  Government. 

It  had  been  observed,  that  the  relative  expendi- 
tures of  the  Military  Department  &c.,  had  been 
much  incr^ised  since  the  period  oi  Mr.  Jefferson's 
administration.  Upon  a  very  close  comparison  of 
the  expenditures,  it  would  oe  found,  that  if  in 
some  respects  the  rate  of  expenditure  is  increased, 
much  is  gained  by  its  diminution  in  others.  For 
example,  during  tnat  very  period,  Mr.  T.  said,  the 
Military  P«ace  Establishment  was  so  organized 
that  there  was  one  officer  to  every  twelve  men 
composing  it:  at  this  time,  there  was  but  one  offi- 
cer to  every  sixteen  men.  The  expense  was  in- 
deed greater  then,  in  proportion  to  tne  number  of 
the  Army,  than  was  now  required.  The  gentle- 
man fi^m  Virginia  shakes  his  head,  said  Mr.  T., 
but  I.  am  perfectly  certain 'I  am  not  mistaken, 
because  I  have  the  authority  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  for  saying  so.  But,  suppose  it  were  the  re- 
verse ;  a  given  number  of  dollars  would  not  pur- 
chase the  same  quantity^  of  clothing,  subsistence, 
&c.,  now  as  then.  He  was  yet  under  the  impres- 
sion, however,  unless  corrected,  that  the  expendi- 
ture for  the  Army  was  proportionably  less  now 
than  it  was  in  1802-'3-'4. 

Mr.  T.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  force  of  the 
vehement  objections  to  the  transfers  of  appropria- 
tions. To  familiarize  th^  matter,  suppose  an  omcer 
of  the  Army  had  in  one  of  his  pockets  money  for 
the  pay  of  his  command,  and  m  another  for  its 
subsistence — the  money  for  pay  is  unexpended,  and 
funds  for  subsistence  were  wanting:  What  was 
the  officer  to  do,  having  money  in  one  hand,  but 
not  in  the  other  7  Was  the  public  service  to  stop 
imtil  he  balanced  his  accounts,  and  drew  more 
money  for  the  object  that  was  deficient  ? 
-  Mr.  T.  repeat^  that  the  only  remedy  for  the 
real  evil — the  difficulty  of  making  accurate  esti- 
mates of  the  amount  necessary  to  be  appropriated — 
was  to  be  found  in  a  provision  by  Congress  for 
having  the  estimates  made  up  at.  a  later  period  of 
the  session  than  the  present. 

Mr.  Randolph  made  some  remarks  in  reply  to 
what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Lowndeb,  for  whom, 
he  said,  ereat  respect  was  a  sentiment  so  general 
in  the  House,  that  it  would  be  a  supererogatory 
aet  to  declare  it.  Having  concluded  his  remarks 
in  reply  to  Mr.  L.  and  others,  Mr.  R.  said  that 

Stntlemen  entirely  mistook  him,  if  they  supposed 
at,Juiight-errant  like^he  had  come  tilting  here 
to  break  a  spear  with  rowers  and  Princi^lities. 
Nothing  was  further  from  his  intention.  But,  he 
said,  there  were  certain  signs  in  the  political  hori- 
zon which  he  hailed  with  some  degree  of  pleasure. 
He  had  some  hopes  that  the  term  of  twenty  years 
is  our  political  cycle,  and  that  we  are  coming  back 
to  the  good  old  times  of  responsibility  and  specifi-^ 
cation.  Mr.  R.  concluded  his  observations  by  a 
few  remarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  Mr.  Tbim- 
BLG ;  in  the  course  of  which,  he  denied  that  pro- 


visions and  the  great  staples  of  the  country  bote  a 
higher  price  now  than  at  the  period  of  1802, 4tc. 
.  At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  the  Gommittee 
rose^  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Mr.  LowNDfis  submitted  for  consideratian  the 
following  resolutions,  which,  during  the  preceding 
debate,  he  had  indicated  his  intention  to  move : 

1.  kewlved.  That  the  Committee  of  W»y>  tBd 
Meeufi  I  e  inttiucted  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedieocj  9i 
providing  by  law,  that  th^  SecreUry  of  the  TnmMUXj 
shall  be  required  to  add  to  his  estimatee  of  the  new 
appropriations  which  may  bo  required  for  each  year, 
a  statement  or  e8tin;iate  of  all  the  appropriationa  and 
unexpended  balances  of  appropriation,  either  in  the 
Treasury  or  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer,  as  agent 
of  the  War  or  Navy  Department,  which  may  have 
been  made  by  former  acts,  and  may  be  subject  to  the 
disposition  of  the  Eiecutite  Govern ment  within  the 
year  to  which  the  estimates  apply. 

2.  Resolved;  That  the  Committee  of  Waya  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  by  law,  that  whenever  any  moneys  abafl 
have  been  **  ordered  for  the  use*'  of  the  Department  of 
War,  or  of  the  Navy,  by  warrant  from  the  Treasuiy, 
such  moneys,  or  any  part  thereol^  which  shall  remain 
unexpended  in  the  hands  of  the  Treaaarer  for  one 
year  after  the  date  of  auch  warrant,  shall  be  carried  to 
the  account  of  the  surpUis  fund. 

Mr.  Randolph  having  indicated  an  intention  to 

gropose  an  amendment  to  the  resolutions,  (em- 
racing  a  repeal  of  the  act  of  March  3dj  1809, 
which  authorizes  the  transfer  of  appropnatioBs 
from  one  object  to  another  in  certain  cases,)  and 
Mr.  Lowndes  having  briefly  remarked  on  this 
proposition — 

The  resolutions  were^  on  motion  of  Mr.  TRa.CT, 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 


WednesdaV,  December  29. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  made  a  report  on  the  case  of  William  Cof- 
Quy  and  others,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their 
relief;  which  was  twice  read,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Whitman,  from  the  select  comnuctee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject,  reported  the  joint  resolution 
tor  the  further  distribution  of  the  Journals  of  the 
Convention,  &c.,  with  some  amendments,  which 
were  severally  agreed  to;  and  the  resoluUon,  as 
amended,  oraered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  communicating  a  statement 
of  moneys  transferred  from  one  specinc  appropria- 
tion to  other  specific  appropriations^  showmg  thar 
application,  dec.,  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  by 
authority  of  the  President  of  the  United  Stales, 
under  the  act  of  March  3,  1809. 

Mr.  Floyd  moved  the  following  resolution : 

Rewked,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciaiy  ^ 
inatructed  to  inqotre  into  the  expediency  of  inclndifig 
the  whole  of  the  countiea  of  Montgomery,  Graytfoo, 
Monroe,  Bath,  Pendleton,  and  Gilea,  within  the  west^ 
em  district  of  Virginia,  and  of  changing  the  times  of 
holding  the  courts  within  the  said  district 
.   Mr*  MoCoY  ;moved  to  strike-  out  the  counties 
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named,  aAd  to  insert,  in  lieu  thereof,  all  that  part 
of  the  State  of  Virginia  which  lies  west  of  the  Blue 
Ridge. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  motion  i 
was  laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  t 
proceeded  to  consider  the  resolutions  offered  by  him  | 
yesterday.  i 

After  offering  a  few  remarks  to  elucidate  the 
object  of  the  modificatioa  he  wished  to  projiose 
in  the  first  resolution,  as  well  as  on  their  object 
generally,  Mr.  Lowndes  modified  his  first  propo- 
sition to  read  as  follows : 

1.  Reaolved,  That  the  CommittM  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  iDstmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providiDg,  by  law,  that  any  moneys,  although  **  ordered 
for  the  use"  of  the  Department  of  War  or  of  the  Navy, 
by  warrant  from  the  Treasury,  which  shall  remain  un- 
expended in  the  bands  of  the  Treasurer  for  more  than 
two  years  after  the  expiration  of  the  calendar  year  in 
which  the  act  of  appropriation  shall  have  been  psssed, 
shall  be  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  as  they  would  be 
if  not  ordered  for  the  use  of  such  departments,  except- 
ing always  such  moneys  as  may  be  appropriated  for  a 
purpose  for  which  a  longer  duration  is  apecially  as- 
signed by  law. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  read,  and  with 
the  first,  as  amended,  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Warfield  ofifer^  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

*<  Reaolvedy  Thst  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Colombts  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  for  the  purpose 
of  procuring  suitable  apartmff  nts  for  the  sceommods- 
tion  of  the  circuit  court,  of  the  county  of  Washington, 
ia  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  W.  observed,  that  it  was  customary  for  the 
United  States  to  furnish  accommodation  for  their 
circuit  courts  in  the  States  where  it  was  neces- 
sary; this  was  the  case  in  Boston,  and  he  presumed 
elsewhere.  He  would  not  say  whether  the  United 
States  were  bound  to  make  toe  same  provision  for 
the  people  of  this  District,  or  of  this  county,  but 
yvhitn  the  committee  shall  report  the  bill,  the  whole 
subject  would  be  before  the  House,  and  it  could 
then  take  such  order  on  It  as  should  seem  most 
proper. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  negatived.  So  the  resolution  was 
rejected. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  allowing  Sarah  Allen  the 
bounty  land  and  pay  which  would  have  been  due 
to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  ser- 
vices as  a  private  in  the  late  war.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment.  The  question  was 
then  stated,  Shall  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  a  third  time?  Whereupon  it  was  recommit- 
ted to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  with 
instructions  to  inquire  mto  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding, by  a  general  law,  for  all  cases  similarly 
situated. 

NAVY  APPROPRIATIONS. 
The  House  then  resumed  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  and  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  me  Whele,  on  the  bill  making  an  appropriation 


for  the  support  of  the  Navy,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  last  session. 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing the  following  as  a  new  section : 

**And  be  it  enacted.  That  the  turns  appropriated 
by  this  act  shall  be  solely  applied  to  the  objects  for 
which  they  are  respectively  appropriated,  and  to  no 
other,  notwithstanding  the  authority  vested  in  the 
President  of  tbft  United  Sutcs  by  the  first  section  of 
the  act,  entitled  "An  act  fiarther  to  amend  the  several 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Trea- 
sury^, War,  and  Navy  Departments,  passed  on  the  3d 
day  of  March,  1809.'^ 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to — yeas  68,  nays 
69. 

Some  remarks  were  then  made,  pro  and  con, 
by[  Messrs.  Ranoolph  and  Smith,  respecting  the 
origin  of  the  law  of  March  3, 1809,  which  contains 
the  provision  for  transfers  of  appropriations,  and 
respecting  the  difference  of  opinion  which  existed 
between  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
concerning  it.  Among  other  things,  Mr.  Ran- 
ifOLPH  said  he  spoke  from  personal  knowledge 
when  he  said  there  existed,  on  the  part  of  the  then 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  most  decided  re- 
pugnance to  the  provision  respecting  transfers  of 
appropriations;  and  he  trusted,  notwithstanding 
what  nad  fallen  from  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes)  on  the  subject,  the  time 
would  come,  if  it  had  not  now  arrived,  when  it 
would  be  struck  from  the  statute  book. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  spoke  in  explanation 
of  an  allusion  made  by  Mr.  Clat  to  the  letter  from 
the  Paymaster  General,  which  he  had  quoted  in 
the  dcNite  the  other  day.  It  was  due  to  tlmt  offieer 
to  say,  that  the  answers  which  he  had  given  to 
Mr.  C.'s  questions  were  such  as  he  wished,  and 
such  as  time  permitted,  and  made  in  a  manner,  so 
far  from  reflecting  discredit  on  that  officer,  per- 
fectlv  correct  and  satisfactory  to  Mr.  Cannon. 

Tne  Committee  having  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House,  with  the  amendment  which  had 
been  introduced  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Storks, 
and  the  question' being  on  agreeing  to  that  amend- 
ment— 

Mr.  Brtjsh,  of  Ohio,  said  he  hoped  the  House 
would  not  concur  in  the  amendment  which  had 
been  made  in  Committee.  It  is,  said  he,  obviously 
unnecessary.  The  appropriation  contemplated  by 
the  bill  is  for  specific  sums,  to  meet  expendituiies 
which  have  exceeded  the  appropriations  for  the 
last  year.  The  excess  became  necessary  in  conse- 
quence of  service  required  to  be  performed,  and 
duties  enjomed  bv  law,  for  which  no  adequate 
means  were  provided. 

A  little  attention  to  dates,  and  the  language  used 
in  the  acts  referred  to  in  debate,  as  the  ground  of 
objection  to  the  bill,  and  the  cause  for  introducing 
this  amendment,  will  manifest  that  gentlemen  are 
naistaken  in  their  construction  of  those  laws.  They 
seem  to  imagine  it  to  be  now  the  duty  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  carry  to  the  surplus  fund 
unexpended  balances  of  money  or  appropriations 
already  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  course 
of  expenditure  in  the  department.  The  act  ofl795, 
making  further  provision  for  the  support  of  public 
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credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt, 
does  not  reach  this  case.  It  is  the  16th  article 
which  relates  to  the  subject,  and  provides  for  car- 
rying the  unexpended  balances  of  appropriations 
to  the  surplus  fund,  in  these  words :  *'  That,  in  re- 

*  gard  to  any  sum  which  shall  have  remained  un- 

*  expended  upon  any  appropriation  (other  than, 
'  &c.)  for  more  than  two  years  after  the  expiration 

*  of  the  calendar  year  in  which  the  act  of  appropri- 
'  alion  shall  have  been  passed,  such  appropriation 

*  shall  be  deemed  to  have  ceased  and  been  deter- 

*  mined ;  and  the  sum  so  unexpended  shall  be  car- 

*  ried  to  an  account  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury, 

*  to  be  denominated  the  Surplus  Fund."  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  must  perform  this  duty,  and 
execute  the  legislative  will  in  this  particular,  by 
carrying  the  sums  so  long  unexpended  to  that 
fund.  The  first  section  of  the  act  of  1S09,  "fur- 
ther to  amend  the  several  acts  for  the  establish- 
ment and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War,  and 
Navy  Departments,"  declares — 

"  That  all  warrant*  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  or  of  War,  or  of  the  Navy,  upon  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  shall  specify  the  particular 
appropriation  or  appropriations  to  which  the  same 
should  be  charg«:d.  The  moneys  paid  by  virtue  of  such 
warrants  shall,  in  conformity  therewith,  be  charged  to 
such  appropriation  or  appropriations,  in  the  books  kept 
in  the  otfice  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  in  the 
case  of  warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  in  the  books  of  the  Accountants  of  the  War 
and  Navy  Departments,  respectively,  in  the  case  of 
warrants  drawn  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  or  by  the 
SecreUry  of  the  Navy ;  and  the  officers,  agenU,  or 
other  persons  who  moy  be  receivers  of  public  moneys, 
shall  render  distinct  accounts  of  the  application  of  such 
moneys,  according  to  the  appropriation  or  appropria- 
tions under  which  the  same  shall  have  been  drawn ; 
and  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  of  the  Navy,  shall,  on 
the  Ist  of  January  in  each  and  every  year,  severally 
report  to  Congress  a  distinct  account  of  the  expendi- 
ture and  application  of  all  such  sums  of  money  as  may, 
prior  to  the  dOth  September  preceding,  have  been  by 
them  respectively  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  in  virtue 
of  the  appropriation  law  of  the  preceding  year ;  and 
the  sums  appropriated  by  law  for  each  branch  of  ex- 
penditure, in  the  several  departments,  shall  be  solely 
applied  to  the  objects  for  which  they  are  respectively 
appropriated,  and  to  no  other." 

Upn  this  chaoge  of  the  policy  in  relation  to 
specific  appropriations,  and  the  specific  application 
of  them  to  definite  objects,  and  the  alteration  made 
by  this  law  as  to  the  manner  of  drawing  the  sum.s 
appropriated  from  the  Treasury^  by  warrants,  and 
charging  the  moneys  so  drawn  in  the  books  of  the 
Accountants  of  the  Departments  respectively,  and 
by  requiring  the  Head  of  each  to  render  and  report 
accounts,  and  their  administration  of  these  funds, 
the  conclusion  was  inevitable — ^it  was  the  only 
one  which  could  be  made — that,  as  by  so  drawing 
the  moneys  from  the  Treasury,  they  would  be  re- 
moved and  taken  from  the  power  and  control  of 
the  Secretary  of  that  Department,  his  authority  of 
carrying  the  unexpended  balances  of  such  appro- 
priations to  the  surplus  fund  was  withdrawn  m  all 
cases  where  the  moneys  had  been  so  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  by  warrants  from  the  other  dq[Murt- 


ments.  Such  moneys  were  not  then  unexp^ided 
in  the  Treasury.  Drawn  out,  they  were  in  a  course 
of  expenditure,  as  much  so  as  if  paid  over  to  any 
subordinate  officer — the  paymaster,  for  instance — 
of  either  department,  to  be  dhbursed  in  ])ayineni 
to  the  Army  or  Navy.  If  a  balance  remained  un- 
expended in  the  hands  of  a  paymaster,  could  the 
Secretary  carry  that  to  the  surplus  fund?  How 
should  he  know  the  fact,  and  the  amount?  The 
Secretary  adopted  the  correct  principle  of  con- 
sidering the  money  expended  when  tnus  drawn 
from  the  Treasury ;  and  the  practice  of  disbursing 
the  same,  as  agent  of  the  departments,  upon  their 
orders,  was  convenient  and  administrative,  accord- 
ing to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law.  He  could 
not  officially  know  that  the  money,  or  any  por- 
tion of  it,  remaining  in  his  hands,  as  such  agent, 
was  unexpended.  The  law  did  not  authorize  him 
so  to  consider  it.  The  expenditure  could  only  be 
known  in  the  department  to  which  the  money  be- 
longed. It  would  be  expended  by  engagements 
made  or  debts  contracted,  thougn  not  actually 
paid,  in  fulfilment  of  such  engagements,  or  to  the 
satisfaction  of  such  debts,  being  boimd  for  that 
object.  It  is  impossible,  therefore,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  could  know  when  the  money  was 
expended,  or  what  remained  unexpended,  other- 
wise than  by  the  warrant  in  virtue  of  which  it 
was  drawn  from  the  Treasury.  WiA  that,  his 
responsibility  and  duty  terminated,  and  his  au- 
thority and  control  over  the  money  ended.  More- 
over, the  officers  respectively  were  directed  to  re- 
port to  Congress,  from  time  to  time,  the  situation 
of  those  funds,  that,  if  their  pleasure,  they  might 
translate  the  application  to  other  objects.  In  the 
recess,  the  President  is  very  properly  vested  with 
that  authority,  by  the  proviso  to  that  1st  section  of 
the  act — now  called  infamous  in  the  law,  as  hav- 
ing been  improperly  obtained.  Be  that  as  it  may, 
1  think  it  a  good  provision,  necessary  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  legislative  intent,  and  the  accomplish- 
ment of  their  objects.  Wisely  and  discreetbr  ex- 
ercised as  that  discretionary  power  seems  to  bare 
been  by  the  Executive — at  least  the  contrary  is 
not  suggested — ^I  am  utterly  unable  to  perceive  the 
danger  which  gentlemen  apprehend,  that  by  it  a 
fund  may  be  accumulated  for  illicit  or  ambitious 
projects. 

It  is  enough  to  refute  the  supposition  that  the 
disposition  of  these  funds  is  a  part  of  the  legisla- 
tive duties  of  Congress;  that  they  must  be  maude 
acquainted  with  their  situation  every  year,  and 
may  divert  them  from  any  dangerous  ap^cation. 
The  discretion  thus  vested  to  transfer  mm  one 
object  to  another,  in  the  recess  of  Congress,  per- 
fects the  system,  as  it  secures  the  end  o(  the  ap- 
propriation, at  the  same  time  that  it  provides 
against  any  possible  misapplication  by  the  depart- 
ments. I  cannot  persuade  myself  to  believe  the 
act  of  1809  was  approved  by  the  Executive  thm 
in  office  without  knowing  its  contents;  that  he 
signed  without  reading  it,  and  thus  finished  his 
adfministration  by  overturning  his  own  policy. 
There  is  more  reason  to  bdieve  he  vieiwed  it  as 
the  perfection  of  that  systeoL  Thus  interpreted, 
the  practice  imdar  this  law  has  been  Hnifbrm, 
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known  and  ftf^ved  by  the  Congress,  for  nearly 
eleyen  years. 

Their  repeated  acts  of  appropriation  since^  withr 
out  any  such  provision  on  tne  subject  as  is  contem- 
plated by  this  amendment,  without  any  expression 
.  of  their  will  to  the  contrary,  may  be  considered 
legislative  sanction  of  the  interpretation  and  prac- 
tice of  the  Executive  Qovernment.  During  all 
that  time  no  proposition,  as  I  can  learn,  was  ever 
made  to  modify,  alter,  or  repeal  this  provision  in 
the  law — ^ntlemen  had  an  opportunitv.  If  bad 
in  the  beginnings  and  dangerous  now.  how  has  it 
so  long  escaped  the  scrutiny  and  vigilance  of  the 
Legislature  1  This  amendment  proposes  to  alter 
the,policy  and  practice  in  a  particular  case,  in  re- 
lation tp  one  department,  and  implies  a  renection 
upon  that  department  and  the  Executive.  In  ef- 
fect, it  is  an  expfeasion  that  there  is  reason  to  ap- 
prehend the  Administration  will  not  be  faithful  to 
themselves  and  to  their  country  if  this  provision  be 
Dot  inserted.  If  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  change 
this  policy,  and  the  practice  now  rendered  familiar 
and  convenient  by  lonff  and  constant  use,  it  ought 
to  be  done  by  a  general  law  upon  the  subject,  em- 
bracing the  objects  intended,  and  relating  to  every 
department,  that  it  may  become  a  system.  Insert- 
ing it  here  implies  a  preference  fbr  one,  or  a  want 
of  confidence  m  the  otner.  That  expenditures  have 
c^xceeded  appropriations,  is  not  a  new  thing,  pecu- 
liar to  this  denartment ;  it  has,  perhaps,  happened 
with  all,  and  oeen  frequent  in  the  Grovernment  for 
many  years;  known  to  the  Legislature^  and  not 
hitherto  complained  of.  Why  now  select  this  de- 
partment for  this  precision  in  legislation — this  ex- 
traordinary circumspection?  Acts  of  the  last 
Congress,  nassed  late  in  the  session,  intended  to 
provide  emcient  means  to  suppress  the  slave  trade 
and  piracy,  by  authorizing  the  Executive  to  use  the 
naval  force  of  the  country  for  that  object,  were 
made  for  the  public  good ;  and  it  was  expected  the 
duties  enjoined  by  them  would  be  performed.  The 
e^cpenditures  which  make  this  appropriation  neces- 
sary, have  been  occasioned  by  that  service,  to  which 
adequate  means  were  not  provided  or  furnished  by 
the  Legislature,  and  the  fault  lies  with  them  if 
there  be  any.  The  faith  of  the  nation  may  be 
considered  pledged  to  provide  the  ways  and  means 
for  this  expenditure.  I  am  disposed  to  meet  this 
duty  and  perform  it  in  the  usual  way,  and  shall 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Stobrci  said,  that  he  was  not  very  tena- 
cious of  retaining,  in  this  particular  bill,  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  adopted,  on  his  suggestion, 
in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole — especially,  as  the 
opinion  now  appeared  to  be  general,  that  some 
modification  or  restriction  of  me  power  of  trans- 
ferring appropriations  was  necessary  and  ex{)edi- 
ent.  His  object  mi^t  perhaps  be  better  attained 
by  a  general  law  applitUible  to  all  the  departments. 
The  resolutions  onered  this  day  bv  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Lowndes) 
would  lead,  he  hoped,  to  some  amendment  of  the 
laws  in  this  respect.  But  he  could  not  withdraw 
the  amendment  in  compliance  with  the  reasons 
which  had  been  uiqged  bv  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Ohio  (Mr.  Brush.)    The  honorable  gentle- 


man objects  to  the  restriction  imposed  by  the 
amendment,  because  it  might  be  construed  to  im- 
ply censure  or  import  "  a  reflection"  on  the  depart- 
ment He  did  not  admit  the  propriety  or  justice 
of  such  a  conclusion  in  this  case.  The  character 
of  the  gentleman  who  presided  over  the  Navy  De- 
partment was  to  him  a  satisfactory  pledge  that  no 
abuses  would  be  tolerated  there  witn  his  sanction 
or  knowledge;  but  he  trusted  that  the  House 
would  never,  from  mistaken  notions  of  delicacy  or 
courtesy,  decline  to  interfere,  should  it  become 
necessary  to  check  abuses  or  correct  the  miscon- 
struction of  the  public  laws.  To  whom  does  the 
honoraUe  gentleman  suppose  the  departments  to 
be  responsible,  unless  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, at  whose  will  they  were  created,  and ,  at 
whose  pleasure  they  exist?  At  what  tribunal 
would  he  have  them  answer  for  the  public  expen- 
diture unless  to  this  House?  Are  they  clothed 
with  such  attributes  that  the  House  shoukl  reiuae 
to  exercise  its  right  of  controlling  the  disbursement 
of  the  public  monev  in  deference  to  their  ofllcial 
sanctity.  Would  tne  gentleman  wish  us  to  forr 
bear  the  exercise  of  our  ordinary  power  of  legisla- 
tion lest  the  sensibility  of  the  departments  should 
be  excited  ?  The  only  course  by  which  we  can 
insure  their  respect  is  the  firm  and  independent 
discharge  of  our  duty  to  the  nation.  Even  the 
agents  to  whom  the  execution  of  our  laws  is  in- 
trusted instead  of  respecting  us  for  our  servility  to 
their  views,  would  justly  laugh  at  us  for  our  tame 
subservience.  Whatever  may  be  the  efieot  of  our 
legislsUion,  or  whatever  inference  may  be  derived 
from  it^  this  House  he  hoped  would  do  its  duty 
whenever  a  fit  occasion  was  presented  for  reform 
in  any  branch  of  the  Government. 

The  honoraUe  gentleman  farther  insists  on  the 
unrestrained  appropriation  of  this  fund,  said  Mr. 
S.,  because  (if  I  understand  him  righdy)  the  ex- 
penditure having  been  already  incurred,  without 
the  authority  of  a  law,  the  "  puolic  faith"  is  pledged 
to  suppl v  the  deficiency  for  which  this  bill  provioes. 
Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  the  idea  which  the  gentleman  has 
formed  of  what  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  the 
"  pledge  of  the  public  laith,"  difiers  very  widely 
from  mine.  It  is  true,  that  it  has  become  fashiona- 
ble to  disburse  the  public  moneys  without  appropria- 
tion, and  then  claim  its  sanction  by  the  passage  of 
a  law  of  indemnity,  to  cover  the  excess  of  exp^d- 
iture;  but  the  puolic  faith,  in  the  only  true  and 
a{^ropriate  sense  of  the  term,  is  pledged  in  none  of 
these  cases.  We  have  so  olten  been  told  of  thia 
sort  of  pledge  of  the  pul^  faith,  that  I  am  tired 
of  hearing  this  perversion  of  terms  reiterated  in 
our  ears.  The  funds  of  this  nation  can,  in  no  sense 
whatever,  be  pledged  by  any  power  of  the  Goyem- 
ment,  excent  with  the  previous  concurrence  of  this 
House.  Ail  expenditures  without  our  cimsent  are 
unauthorized.  Not  even  the  Executive,  much  less 
the  heads  of  departments^  are  vested  witn  authority 
to  prejudge  the  application  of  the  public  money. 
It  IS  time,  I  fear,  that  we  should  travel  back  to  the 
Constitution.  The  House  of  Representatives  are 
the  inunediate  guardians  of  the  Treasury,  and  we 
have  lately  had  too  many  of  these  dangerous  ap- 
peals to  this  House  to  sanction  anticipaled  objeots 
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of  expenditure.  Oor  power  will  soon  be  frittered 
away,  and  our  Constitutional  discretion  become 
merely  ideal  and  visionary,  if  we  listen  tamely  to 
this  sort  of  doctrine.  We  aie  not  sent  here  to  re- 
cord the  edicts  of  the  other  branches  of  the  GJov- 
emment,  but  to  express  the  public  will.  The  dis- 
position of  the  public  moneys  is  lodged  exclusively 
m  our  hands,  and  to  us  has  the  nation  confided  the 
trust  of  protecting  its  revenue  and  resources  against 
the  designs  or  the  abuses  of  power.  We  onW^  can 
lawfully  direct  their  application ;  and  the  safety  of 
the  nation  depends  on  our  fkithfu]  and  vigilant  dis- 
charge of  that  duty.  Representing,  as  f  believe  I 
do,  an  intellijgent  and  independent  community,  I 
cannot  submit  patiently  to  yield  to  other  hands  the 
protection  of  their  interests.  It  is  well  worth  our 
notice,  that  we  are  not  onlv  providing  by  this  bill 
for  expenditures  made  witnout  appropriation,  but 
that  we  have  passed)  in  the  same  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  a  bill  appropriating  $200,000  for  ad- 
vances also  towards  the  supply  of  the  army  for  the 
next  year.  During  this  discussion,  a  reconmiend- 
ation  has  also  passed  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  through  this  House,  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  for  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,  for 
paying  the  deficiency  in  contracts  for  making  the 
Cum^land  road.  At  the  last  session  we  not  only 
appropriated,  for  "claims  due  and  becoming  due 
under  existing  contracts,"  the  sum  of  $260,000, 
but,  to  put  an  end  to  the  drain  from  the  Treasury, 
produced  by  that  object  of  expenditure,  we  abo 
appropriatea  $265,000  for  "completing  the  said 
road."  I  con^  tnat,  for  on^,  I  never  expected  or 
hoped  to  be  again  asked  for  further  appropriations 
for  that  purpose;  but  it  is  even  so,  the  contracts 
were  made,  even  previous  to  the  last  session,  and 
we  shall  probably  again  be  told  that  the  public 
faith  is  pledged  to  meet  the  expenditure.  Nor  wiU 
this  instance  probaUy  be  the  last,  during  this  ses- 
sion, in  which  the  appropriations  nave  fallen  short 
of  the  expenditure,  it  is  time  that  we  seriously 
reflected  on  the  danger  of  these  precedents.  Con- 
tinue to  sanction  them,  and  at  the  same  time  leave 
unrestricted  the  power  of  transfer,  and  this  House 
may  as  well  at  once  disarm  itself,  and  place  the 
disposal  of  the  Treasury  in  other  hands  than  those 
to  which  the  Constitution  has  confided  it. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  tinder  which  the 
expenditure  provided  for  by  this  bill  was  made,  I 
shall  vote  for  its  passage.  I  wish,  however,  in  my 
remarks,  that  my  meaning  should  not  be  misun- 
derstood. No  feelings  of  hostility  to  the  present 
Administration  of  the  Grovemment  have  prompted 
me  to  notice  the  subjects  which  have  been  intro- 
duced to  the  House  on  the  passage  of  this  measure. 
In  all  the  measures  of  that  Administration,  which 
tend  to  promote  our  national  prosperity,  and  to  se- 
cure and  perpetuate  our  Republican  institutions, 
they  shall  receive  from  me,  humble  as  my  situation 
is,  or  feeble  as  my  influence  may  be,  a  cordial  and 
generous  support;  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  that, 
however  various  our  former  views  of  public  policj 
may  have  been,  whoever  looks  around  him  at  this 
time,  and  considers  the  sum  of  happiness  which 
this  country  enjoys,  compared  witn  that  of  all 
other  nations,  ^nd  is  aot  contented,  is  unfit  to  enjoy 


the  Uessings  t)f  freedom  under  any  Government 
whatever.  But,  sir,  it  is  neither  the  part  of  friaid- 
ship  or  wisdom  to  seek  to*screen  their  errors  or  con- 
nive at  their  foults.  To  render  our  Government  re- 
spectable abroad,  and  inspire  universal  confidence 
at  home,  it  is  our  part  to  protect  its  administration 
from  abuse,  and  preserve  its  purity  unsullied.  At 
least,  whether  censure  is  implied  or  not.  they  bare 
no  reason  to  complain  that  the  House  snould  exer- 
cise even  its  most  un^^easant  but  necessary  duty, 
reforming  every  error  which  may  have  been  either 
introduce  durmg  their  time,  or  which  may  hare 
been  handed  down,  and  been  adopted  from  the 
practice  of  their  pedecessors. 

Mr.  Brcsh  said,  it  was  not  his  inte&tion  to  im- 
pute to  ^ntlemen,  who  supported  this  amendment, 
any  design  whatever,  mucn  less  that  which  was 
supppseo.  I  fully  believer  Baid  Mr.  B.,  that  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  New  York  did  not  mean 
by  it  any  reflection  upon  the  department  or  Gov- 
ernment ^  and,  as  none  was  intended,  the  appear- 
ance of  it  should  be  avoided,  especiaUy  as  there 
seems  not  to  be  any  necessity  for  the  provision. 
My  objection  against  it  on  this  around  was,  that  it 
had  such  appearance,  and  would  be  calculated  to 
induce  such  oelief.  Laws  are  not  passed  without 
some  motive  or  reason.  They  are  always  supposed 
to  have  some  object  in  view,  and  the  manner  fixes 
the  inference.  If  this  goes  upon  your  statute  book, 
the  obvious  conclusion  is  that  there  was  some  ne- 
cessity. The  natural  inference  will  be  such  as  I 
have  suggested,  as  it  applies  to  one  department, 
and  not  a'  general  system  for  all,  there  being  no 
reason  for  discrimination.  The  ^ntleman  will 
not  consider  the  fhith  of  the  nation  pledged  to 
make  this  appropriation.  I  believe  it  to  be  our 
duty.  Take  the  case  the  gentleman  has  furnish- 
ed— the  Cumberland  road.  A  law  passes  requiring 
such  toad  -to  be  establbhed;  appropriations  are 
made  to  cany  on  the  work,  persons  appointed  to 
superintend  it,  laborers  empoyed  to  perform  this 
service;  will  you  arrest  tneir  progress?  Shall 
they,  to  make  calculations  upon  ue  appropriatiotts 
granted  bv  the  Legislature,  to  ascertain  the  fiict 
whether  tney  may  not  award  a  few  cents  or  a  few 
dollars,  leave  a  job  half  finished,  and  wait  for 
another  appropriation,  which  thejr  know  will  be 
made,  or  ought  to  be,  as  the  Leffislatore  have  di- 
rected the  woj^  to  be  performed,  and  ^e  wishes 
of  the  nation  thus  accomplished  ?  How  often  shall 
they  make  their  calculations — evm*  wedc,  every 
day,  and  every  hour  in  the  day  ?  What  precision 
in  expenditures  will  ffentlemen  require,  and  how 
far  carry  the  principk?  The  amount  certainly 
can  be  no  criterion.  It  is  the  object  which  fixes 
the  discretion  of  the  ofllcer.  If  it  is  to  accomfdidi 
the  <views  of  the  Legislature,  clearly  and  distinctly 
expressed,  to  execute  a  conunission  or  perform  du- 
ties required  by  law,  the  expraditure  is  lawful,  and 
the  nation  is  bound.  Such  is  the  case  which  caUs 
for  this  appropriation,  and  such  the  reason  why  it 
is  asked.  I  hope  the  law  will  pass  without  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Foot,  ai  Connecticut,  concluded  the  debate. 
He  hoped,  he  said,  that  the  House  would  not  in 
this  way  undertake  to  correct  an  evil,  though  they 
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were  conyinced  of  its  existence.  He  wished  it  to 
be  taken  up  separately.  It  did  not  seem  proper  to 
him,  on  a  bill  making  specific  appropriations^  to 
introduce  a  poyision  of  this  sort,  which  in  effect 
would  repeal,  in  part  at  least,  the  operation  of  a 
general  law.  He  should  not  say,  now,  what  course 
he  should  take  when  the  question  came  regularly 
before  the  House ;  but  it  was  certainly  irregularly 
introduced  into  the  present  bill,  and  ne  therefore^ 
hoped  the  House  would  not  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storks,  as  agreed  to  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  decided  in  the 
nenitive~80  to  59. 

The  three  bills  before  the  Committee  being  gone 
through,  were  rep<»ted  to  the  House. 

The  nrst  in  order  of  importance,  makes  addi- 
tional appropriations  for  the  sum)ort  of  the  Nayy 
for  the  seryice  of  ^819,  yiz:  ror  pay  and  subsist- 
ence, $273,100 ;  for  i^yisions,  $41,400 ;  for  hos- 
pital stores,  &C.,  $8,850;  for  repairs  of  vessels 
$101,208;  for  contingent  expenses,  $11,000;  for 
the  salaries  of  two  agents  and  a  suryeyor,«ppoint- 
ed  under  the  authority  of  the  act  of  Congress 
making  reservations  ofpqblic  lands  to  supply  tim- 
ber for  naval  purposes,  and  other  expenses  of  that 
act,  $7,500. 

The  sec<md  bill  makes  a  partial  appropriation 
for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1^0,  viz :  for 
subsistence  of  the  Army,  $220,000. 

The  third  is  a  bill  "  supplementary  to  the  act  'to 
regulate  and  ta  the  compensation  ot  the  clerks  in 
the  diflerent  offices,  passed  the  20th  day  of  April, 
1818."  This  bill  prc^es  to  continue,  until  the 
3l8t  of  December,  1820,  the  provision  of  that  act 
which  authorizes  the  employment  of  six  additional 
cUffks  in  the  office  of  the  Tnird  Auditor,  and  three 
in  that  of  the  Second  Comptroller,  in  order  to  en- 
able those  offices  to  settle  the  mass  of  yet  unsettled 
accounts  growing  out  of  the  late  war. 

The  three  biUs  were  then  severally  ordered  to 
be  engrossed,  and  to  be  read  a  third  time  to-mor- 
row. 

The  engrossed  resolution  authorizing  a  further 
distribution  of  the  Journal  of  the  Convention  which 
framed  the  Constitution,  was  read  a  third  time, 
paned|  and  sent  to  the  Senate^ 

Ana  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned  until  to- 
morrow. 


Thubsdat,  December  30. 

Mr.  PjiaxKR,  of  Massachusetts,  presented  a  peti^ 
tion  of  sundry  merchants  and  traders  in  the  town 
of  Boston,  praying  for  the  establishment  of  an  uni- 
form system  of  bankruptcy  throushout  the  United 
Stato:  which  was  referred  to  tne  Committee  of 
the  Wnole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  CocKfi  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention of  die  Manumission  Society  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  a^inst  the  further  extension  of  slave- 
ry witiiin  the  Territory  of  Missouri:  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  that 
subject. 


The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  schedules 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Maine,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  those  districts,  respectively,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  tne  22d  of  Feb- 
ruary last ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Anoerson,  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  yesterday  referred  the  bill 
allowing  Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay 
which  would  have  been  due  to  ner  son  Samuel 
Drew,  had  he  lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in 
the  late  war,  with  instructions  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  all  similar  cases  by  a 
general  law,  reported  the  said  bill  without  amend- 
ment ;  and,  further,  "  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass 
any  general  law  on  the  subject."  The  said  bill 
was  Uien  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Bloomfield  reported  a  bill  to  authorize 
certain  insane  persons  to  be  i^ced  on  the  pensioa 
list,  and  for  ^ruardians  to  receive  pensions ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  making  such  legislative  provisions  as 
shall  effectually  prevent  the  practice  of  dudling. 

[Mr.  F.  suggested  that  he  presumed  it  was  only 
in  regard  to  the  Army  and  Navy  that  Congress 
would  have  any  power  to  operate  in  this  re- 
spect.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  making  Qreat  Sodus  Bay,  on  Lake 
Ontario,  a  port  of  entry. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  additional  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  for  tne  year 
1818 ;  the  engrossed  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the  military  service  for  the  year  1^30 ; 
and  the  bill  authorizing  the  continuance  of  certain 
clerks  in  the  offices  of  the  Third  Auditor  and 
Second  Comptroller, — ^were  severally  read  a  diird 
time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  moved  a  resolution 
to  this  effect :  *'  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and 
Canals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  authorizing  a  subscriotion,  by  the  United 
States,  for  one  hundred  and  nfty  shares  in  the  stock 
of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Com- 
pany." 

The  House  decided  on  this  motion  without  de- 
bate, and  it  was  negatived  by  a  small  majority. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  offered  for  considera- 
tion the  following  resolution : 

Mesohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colombia  be  instracted  to  inqaire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  granting  to  said  District  a  Delegate  on  this 
floor,  in  the  same  manner  that  Delegates  are  allowed 
to  other  Territories  of  the  United  Sutes. 

On  this  motion  the  House  divided,  and  the 
resolution  was  negatived  by  a  considerable  ma- 
jority. 
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STATE  OF  MAIKB. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
(Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  hill  for  the  ad* 
mission  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union. 

The  hill,  as  reported,  is  as  follows : 

A  Bill  for  the  admiMion  of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the 

Union,  and  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States 

taaaid  State. 

Whereat,  hy  an  act  of  the  State  of  MaasachoaeUa, 
paaMd  the  19th  daj  of  Jooe,  1819,  entitled  ''An  act 
relating  to  the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine  from 
Massachusetts  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State ;"  the  people  of  that 
part  of  Massachusetts  heretofore  known  %i  tne  District 
of  Maine  did,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
said  State  of  Massachusetts,  form  themselves  into  an 
independent  State,  and  did  establish  a  constitution  for 
the  goTemment  of  the  same,  agreeablj  to  the  provis- 
ions of  said  act ;  therefore, 

Be  U  enacted  bv  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  R^re- 
eUktatUm  of  ike  United  SItatee  of  Ameriea,  m  C«fi- 
grtm  aetenAied,  That,  from  and  after  the  third  day  of 
March  next,  the  Stale  of  Maine  is  hereby  declared  to 
bt  one  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  admitted 
into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  ongtnal 
States  in  all  respects  whatever. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedt  That,  until  the 
next  general  census  and  apportionment  of  Represent- 
atives, the  State  of  Massachusetts  shall  be  entitled  to, 
and  may  continue  to  have,  thirteen  Representatives, 
and  the  said  State  of  Maine  seven  Representatives,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  Stf  tes. 

Sic.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall  be 
extended  to  said  State,  and  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  within  the  same,  as  elsewhere  within  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts, 
(the  chairman  of  the  committee  who  reported  it,) 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  was  stricken  out  as 
imessential  to  the  main  object  of  the  bill,  if  any 
provision  at  all  on  the  subject  was  necessary. 

The  question  being  stated  that  the  Committee 
do  rise  and  report  the  bill — 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  said  he  was  not  yet  pre- 
pared for  this  question.  He  was  not  opposed  to 
the  admission  of  the  State  of  Maine  mto  the 
Union.  The  intelliffence  and  numerical  strength 
of  her  population,  her  extent  of  territoryTner 
sc^Huration  from  old  Massachusetts  by  intervening 
tecritory,  her  position  in  relation  to  the  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy,  all  concurred  to  recom- 
mend the  measure  now  proposed.  But,  before  it 
was  finally  acted  on,  he  wisned  to  know,  he  said, 
whether  certain  doctrines  of  an  alarming  charac- 
ter— ^which,  if  persevered  in,  no  man  could  tell 
where  they  would  end — ^with  respect  to  a  restric- 
tion on  the  admission  into  the  Union  of  States 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  were  to  be  sustained  on 
this  floor.  He  wished  to  know  what  was  the 
character  of  the  conditions  which  Congress  had  a 

X'  "  t  to  annex  to  the  admission  of  new  States; 
ther,  in  fact^  in  admitting  a  new  Bute,  there 
could  be  a  partition  of  Us  soverdgnty.  He  wished 
to  know  the  extent  of  the  principles  which  gen- 


tlemen meant  to  ddend  in  thk  taspeet;  aiul  par- 
ticuhniy  the  ^tent  ta  which  they  meant  to  casry 
diese  principles  in  relation  to  the  coimtrjr  west  of 
the  Mindttippi.  On  this  snbgect,  he  said,  then 
ahoold  be  a  serious  paioae;  the  question  siiooid  ht 
maturely  weig^ied  before  this  new  mode  of  ac- 
quiring power  was  resorted  to,  which  was  jxo- 
posed  m  regard  to  the  Sti^  to  be  formed  oat  <m  the 
present  Territory  of  Mia^mri.  Heretofore,  whm 
the  population  and  extent  of  a  territory  b«d  been 
such  as  to  entitle  a  territory  to  the  pirivilege  of 
self-government^  and  the  tank  of  a  State,  the  sin- 
^  question  had  presented  itself  to  admit  or  roneet 
It,  without  qualittcation.  But  new  doctrines  had 
sprung  up  on  this  suhject;  and,  said  he,  before  we 
take  a  single  step  to  chance  the  present  r^atkms 
of  the  members  of  the  ContedenUton,  there  shoold 
be  a  distinct  understanding  between  the  Rqiie- 
sentatives  from  the  various  parts  of  the  oomitry, 
as  to  the  extent  to  which  they  are  to  be  earned. 
If  beyond  the  moontains  Congress  can  exert  the 
power  of  imposing  restrictions  en  new  States,  can 
they  not  also  on  this  side  of  them?  If^  there,  ther 
can  iospose  hard  conditions— conditions  whien 
strike  vitally  at  die  independence  and  power  of 
the  States— can  they  not  also  here  ?  If,  said  be, 
the  States  of  the  West  are  to  be  subject  to  restric- 
tions by  Congress,  whilst  the  Atlantic  States  aie 
free  from  them,  proclaim  the  distinction  at  onoe; 
announce  your  privileges  and  immunidcs:  let  us 
have  a  clear  and  distinct  understanding  of  what 
we  are  to  expect  He  would  not,  however,  he 
said,  press  this  part  of  the  sabjeet,  hut  prooeed.to 
notice  another  point  which  presented  itsdf  in  re- 
spect to  this  bill ;  wishm^  the  aonorable  ^tleman, 
junder  whose  auspices  this  bill  had  been  mtrodnced 
into  the  House,  distinctly  to  luulenttmd  that  he 
had  not  the  sUghtast  indisposition  to  the  reception 
of  Maine  into  the  Union  on  the  fboting  oi  the 
other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  C.  then  adverted  to  thje  section,  which  had 
been  stricken  oat  of  the  bill,  respecting*tfae  tegte- 
seatation  of  Maine  on  this  floor.  Looking  back 
to  1791.  what  then  took  place  on  a  similar  subject 
with  this?  The  State  of  Kentucky,  if  he  was  not 
egregiously  mistaken  in  the  history  of  the  ttnue, 
was  delayed  ei^teen  months  before  she  was  per- 
mitted to  come  in,  until  Vermont  also  was  ready; 
and  the  two  States  would  be  found  connected  to- 
other in  the  act  providing  for  their  represematiou 
m  Congress.  lie  asked  whether  this  precedent 
from  the  statute  book  might  not  be  advantageously 
followed  in  regard  to  the  two  States  now  claiming 
admission  into  the  Union;  one  being  from  ^ 
Northeast,  the  other  from  the  West,  as  was  the 
case  in  1791  ?  This,  he  said,  was  worthy  of  con- 
sideration. The  precedent  was  from  the  eaily, 
and,  as  far  at  least  as  regards  the  construction  of 
the  Constitution  under  which  we  act,  the  best 
times  of  the  Republic.  Whether  such  an  union 
of  the  two  States  took  place  now,  or  not,  Mr.  C. 
said  he  wished  to  know  what  was  to  be  done  on 
the  subject  of  the  representation  of  Maine?  Ud 
the  ffentleman  mean  to  foUow  up  this  bill  by 
another,  providing  ^»ecially  for  that  object  ?  The 
Committee,  he  thought,  ought  not  to  rise  and  re- 
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port  the  bill  in  its  present  shape,  withoat  satisfao 
tory  information  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Holmes  rose  in  reply.  The  ap|>lication 
from  the  people  of  Maine  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  one  of  the  States,  he  said,  was  a  distinct 
subject  preranted  to  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  the  ^lestion  was,  shall  Maine  be  or 
not  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Upon  that  qnes- 
tion,  he  was  prepared  to  support  the  affirmative. 
The  other  qiKstton,  relative  to  the  apportionment 
of  representation  between  Maine  and  Massachu- 
setts, he  was  ready  to  discuss  now  or  at  any  other 
tittle ;  and  the  only  reason  why  he  had  wished  to 
expun^  the  section  relative  to  that  point  from  the 
present  IhII,  was  that  there  Was  some  uncertainty, 
from  the  practice  which  had  hitherto  prevailed  on 
the  admi^ion  of  new  States,  as  to  the  apportion- 
meDt  of  the  representation.  For  himself,  ne  said, 
he  had  entertamed  no  doubt  on  the  subject,  until 
he  saw  the  precedent  to  which  the  gentleman  had 
alluded.  He  had  felt,  no  doubt,  that  when  a  State 
is  formed  from  a  portion  of  another  State,  and  the 
relative  proportion  of  the  territory  and  population 
known,  the  representation  should  stand  as  at  pre- 
sent until  a  new  census  was  taken.  But,  he  said, 
this  precedent,  with  regard  to  Kentucky,  had  stag- 
gered him.  That  State  had' been  fortned  from  a 
portion  of  the  territory  of  Virginia,  and  two  repre- 
sentatives on  this  floor  were  givien  to  Kentucky, 
without  diminishing  the  numb^  of  representatives 
from  the  State  of  Virginia.  This  was  a  precedent 
whiok  he  thought  did  not  exactly  accord  with  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  wnich  laid  down  a 
difl^rent  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representa- 
tion. It  was  possible,  he  said,  there  was  some  rea- 
son, which  we  do  not  know,  which  induced  the 
course  pursued  on  that  occasion.  Possibly  it  was 
then  determined  that,  if  a  State  sending  nfty  rep- 
resentatives should  be  divided  into  two  States,  the 
original  State  should  continue  to  send  her  fifty 
members,  and  the  neW  State  should  send  twenty- 
fi^e.  If  Congress  had  so  determined,  he  appre- 
hended they  had  determined  asamst  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution.  Probably  Congress  then 
thtfught  they  had  the  power  which  they  exercised, 
inttmuch  as  the  existing  apportionment  of  repre- 
sentatives among  the  States  had  been  made  by  the 
fiamen  of  the  Constitution,  and  not  according  to 
an  exact  enumeration  of  the  people.  Probably  the 
people  in  that  portion  of  the  Territory  had  in- 
creased so  muen  faster  than  the  rest  as,  in  the 
of»inion  of  Congr^,  to  entitle  them  to  the  two 
representatives  which  were  thus  additionally  given. 
Bit  this  precedent  proved  that,  between  one  appor- 
tiMmoit  and  another,  the  Congress  have  a  right 
to  modify  that  apportionment,  where  circumstances 
nMike  it  necessary.  However  it  might  be  settled 
in  matter  of  form  in  the  present  case,  Mr.  H.  said 
thi^  the  parties  concerned  would  be  satisfied  that 
Maine  has  the  seven  representatives,  which  accord- 
ing to  the  last  enumeration  that  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Massachusetts  is  entitled  to,  and  Massa- 
chuMtKs  would  be  content  to  have  the  remaining 
thirteen  representatives  to  which  her  poptilation 
eiflitled  h&.    If  the  doctrine  established  in  the 

!  of  K^entucky  should  be  sustained  on  tMs  ocea* 
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sion,  Massachusetts  wc^uld  still  have  her  twenty 
representatives,  and  Maine  would  be  entitled  to 
seven.  That  doctrine,  he  said,  would  be  mon- 
strous, and  he  should  not  claim  for  Massachusetts 
the  advantage  of  the  precedent. 

The  truth  was,  he  said,  in  regard  to  this  Whole 
subject,  that  the  separation  of  Maine  from  Massa- 
chusetts depended  on  a  contingency,  and  Congress 
could  defeat  it  if  they  would.  Unless  the  consent 
of  Congress  thereto  should  be  given  between  now 
and  the  3d  dkv  of  March  next,  the  whole  proceed" 
ing  which  haa  taken  place  was  void,  and  the  ques- 
tion would  be  referred  back  to  Massachusetts. 
Several  attempts  had  been  made  within  the  last 
twenty  years  to  attain  the  object,  which,  as  far  aa 
regardea  the  consent  of  Massachusetts  and  the 
people  of  Maine,  was  now  accomplished.  We 
nave  now,  said  he,  a  population  of  three  hundred 
thousand,  and  are  separated  by  the  intervention  of 
another  State  from  old  Massachusetts.  Will  any 
one  say  we  ought  not  to  be  admitted  into  th^ 
Union  f  We  are  answered,  yes ;  and  that,  unless 
we  will  agree  to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union 
unconditionally,  we  ought  not  be  admitted!  I 
hope  the  doctrine  did  not  extend  quite  as  far  aa 
that.  [Mr.  Clay  here  said,  in  an  undertone,  year 
it  did.]  I  hope,  said  Mr.  H.,  the  gentleman  does 
not  mean  to  put  the  qtiestion  on  that  footing.  Th^ 
subjects  are  wholly  unconnected ;  and  if^  on  the 
subject  of  the  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri,  I 
held  not  the  opinion  which  I  have  heretofore  ex* 
pressed,  if  I  were  to  be  told  that  Maine  was  not  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  unless  Missouri  waa 
also  unconditionally  admitted,  I  should  forfeit  the 
chance  of  Maine  rather  than  forfeit  my  opinion* 
Mr.  H.  said  he  hoped,  therefore,  that  the  gentle- 
man did  not  mean  to  connect  tnis  question  witil 
that ;  that  he  did  not  mean  to  say  that,  though 
Maine  is  entitled  to  admisaon,  though  her  claimft- 
are  fair  and  undeniable,  she  shall  not  be  admitted, 
unless  another  State  should  be  admitted  whose 
chthns  may  not,  in  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
this  House,  stand  on  the  same  footing.  Mr.  H. 
trusted,  he  said,  that  Missotn-i  would  be  admitted* 
The  doctrines  whidi  the  Speaker  eonsitlered  ad 
dangerous,  Mr.  H.  said.  he.  toOj  disclaimed ;  but 
he  equally  disclaimed  the  aocfrtne  that  Mis^odrt 
and  Maine  sKotkld  be  put  on  the  same-fbotiuf^. 
They  stand  (Uflerently.  In  regard  to  Maine,  thet« 
is  no  contested  miestion  of  r^triction  or  non-re^ 
striction;  she  stands  on  her  own  mund|  sk6 
shows  that  she  has  fulfilled  the  condittons  reared 
of  her  by  Massachusetts,  and  adfcs  your  cona«?nt^ 
which  is  necessary  to  her  taking  rant  among  dift 
States.  And  how  is  it  suggested  that  you  shaH 
answer  her  ?  Why,  inasmuch  that  there  is  a  <B«^ 
pute  between  Congress  and  thd  Territory  of  Mte* 
souri,  and  ther^  is  no  dispute  respecting  Maine, 
she  is  not  to  be  admitted,  unless  Missouri  is  admk- 
ted  without  condition!  Mr.  H.  said,  he  hoped 
those  two  subjects  would  not  be  united.  He  *d 
not  perceive  any  connexion  between  them.  H* 
was  perfectly  wifling  to  go  into  the  consideration 
of  the  question  of  i&  representation  of  Maine,  btti 
he  did  not  think  it  necessary  now. 
Mr.  Li^ERHfoaEj  of  l<9ew  HaaopdblM,  wM,  ttM" 
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question  before  the  Committee  he  took  to  be  sim- 
ply .this:  whether  the  Committee  should  rise,  and 
r4>ort  the  bill  now  before  them.  He  asked  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  whether  he 
was  of  opmion  that  Congress  could  impose  any 
restriction  on  Maine?  That  question  the  gentle- 
man would,  he  knew,  answer  in  the  negative. 
Why,  then,  was  the  time  of  the  House  taken  up  in 
an  unnecessary  discussion?  It  had  been  said  that, 
if  restrictions  were  proposed  on  Missouri,  Maine 
and  Missouri  ought  to  come  into  the  Union,  hand 
and  hand  together.  Now,  Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  very 
well  known,  that  every  one  who  contended  for  the 
restriction  on  the  new  States,  beyond  the  Mississip- 
pi, had  gone  on  the  ground  that  the  territory  acquired 
ny  France  stood  on  a  distinct  footin|;,  and  not  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  old  States.  Why  did  not  the 
gentleman,  when  the  State  of  Alabama  was  ad- 
mitted in  the  Union  by  a  bill  passed  at  this  session, 
make  the  objections  which  he  had  now  raised  to 
the  admission  of  Maine?  That  bill)  however,  had 
passed  through  this  House  with  as  much  celerity 
as  was  usual  with  bills  of  a  public  nature,  to  say 
no  more  of  it.  If  no  difference  of  opinion  existed 
as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  Maine  into  the 
Union,  why  was  the  House  impeded  in  its  progress 
thrcHjgh  the  bill  by  arguments  which  applied  to 
another  question,  and  not  this  ? 

Mr.  Clay  remarked  that,  since  the  question  was 
put,  he  would  say  at  once  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  his  worthy  friend  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  with  that  frankness  which  perhaps  too 
much  belonged  to  his  character,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  eive  his  consent  to  the  admission  of  the 
State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  as  lon^  as  the  doc- 
trines were  upheld  of  annexing  conditions  to  the 
a/imission  of  States  into  the  Union  from  beyond 
the  mountains.  Equality,  said  he,  is  equity.  If 
we  have  no  right  to  impose  conditions  on  this 
State^  we  have  none  to  impose  them  on  the  State 
of  Missouri.  Although,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not 
mean  to  'anticipate  the  argument  on  this  subject, 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire  would  find 
himsdf  totallv  to  fail  in  the  attempt  to  establish 
the  position  tnat,  because  the  Territory  of  Missouri 
was  acquired  by  purchase,  she  is  our  vassal,  and 
^e  have  a  right  to  affix  to  her  admission  conditions 
not  applicable  to  the  States  on  this  side  of  the  Mis* 
sissippL  The  doctrine,  said  Mr.  C,  is  an  alarm- 
ing one,  and  I  protest  against  it  now,  and  when- 
ever or  wherever  it  may  be  asserted,  that  there  are 
no  rights  attaching  in  the  one  case  which  do  not 
in  the  other;  or  that  any  line  of  distinction  is  to 
lie  drawn  between  the  kastem  and  the  Western 
States.  It  is  a  distinction  which  neither  exists  in 
reason,  nor  can  you  carry  it  it  into  effect  in  prac- 
tice. But,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into 
this  subject.  It  was  proper  and  fitting,  however, 
in  his  opinion,  that  this  bill  should  be  delayed: 
that  the  House  should  not  act  on  the  one  bill  until 
it  could  also  act  on  the  other  for  the  admission  of 
a  State  in  the  West.    But  it  seemed  (here  was  a 

Srticular  aversion  to  the  connexion  of  Maine  and 
Lssouri.    If  he  was  not  much  mistaken,  Mr.  C. 
said,  those  whp  now  objected  to  such  an  alliaaee, 


were  the  advocates  of  the  alliance  in  the 
which  he  had  quoted  in  the  precedent,  and  had 
succeeded  in  keeping  Kentucky  out  of  the  UnioB 
for  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months,  becauae  Ver- 
mont was  not  ready  to  come  in;  and,  when  ready, 
connected  them  in  the  same  bill.  I  am  glad  to 
hear,  said  he,  from  the  gentleman  from  Massacho- 
setts,  that  that  old  and  venerable  Commonwealth 
has  given  to  Maine  till  the  3d  of  March  to  come 
mto  the  Union,  or  rath^  has  allowed  to  Coogres 
till  the  3d  of  March  to  admit  her.  It  is  a  good 
long  time  to  the  3d  of  March,  at  least  sixty  days, 
and  in  that  time  much  light  ma]r  be  shed  on  tJie 
principles  which  are  to  govern  us  in  the  admissioii 
of  new  States  into  the  Union.  What  occasion, 
then,  for  haste  ?  The  gentleman  from  Massachn- 
setts,  Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  unwilling  to  follow  a 
part  of  the  precedent  of  1791 :  but,  when  the  other 
part  of  it  was  suggested  for  his  imitation,  it  was 
most  unreasonable !  The  gentleman  had  himsdf 
shown  that  it  was  not  now  proper  to  act  oonchi- 
sivelv  on  this  bill;  for  has  he  not  told  the  Housei 
askea  Mr.  C,  that  he  has  not  prepared  a  Dropooi- 
tion  respecting  the  representation  oi  Maine?  When 
will  he  do  it?  Supposing  we  have  a  right  to  take 
seven  Representatives  from  Massachosetts,  and 
give  them  to  Maine,  what  will  be  the  condition  of 
the  gendemen  who  now  represent  those  seven  dis- 
tricts of  Massachusetts?  But  it  vras  a  question^  he 
said,  whether  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
disfranchise  Massachusetts,  bv  taking  from  her 
seven,  or  any  other  number  of  ner  RepresentatiTeaL 
These  matters  ought  to  be  duly  considered,  and 
gentlemen  should  be  prepared  to  act  on  them. 
Why  pass  this  bill  with  such  speed,  and,  after  it 
passes,  proceed  to  consider  the  difficulties  resped- 
in^  the  subject  which  gentlemen  acknowledged  to 
exist?  Suppose,  after  the  law  was  passed,  and 
difficulties  respecting  the  representation  in  Con- 
gress should  be  discovered  to  be  so.  insuperaUe, 
that  Maine  could  have  no  representation.  Mr.  C. 
said  he  presumed  she  would  not  be  willing  to  come 
into  the  Union  on  that  footing,  whilst  hor  present 
situation  was  different,  that  portion  of  MaMchn- 
setts  having  in  fact  seven  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress. Suppose,  said  he,  I  was  mistakea  in  najr 
doctrine  respecting  restrictions  on  new  Stales, 
and  that  you  have  a  right  to  measure  justice  lyf 
different  standards,  why  do  not  the  fri«ftds  of  re- 
striction come  forward  and  propose  a  restriction 
on  Maine,  if  not  the  same  as  that  proposed  to  he. 
imposed  on  Missouri,  on  some  other  point?  To 
pass  this  bill  in  its  present  shape,  he  said,  wonid 
be  an  act  of  half  legislation;  and  it  ought  not  to 
be  sent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature  with- 
out giving  to  the  State  of  Maine  (^diat  was  of  es- 
sential importance)  the  representaUon  in  the  Union 
which  was  due  to  its  numbers,  and  required  bjr  its 
interests.  If  the  gentleman  wanted  time  to  pre- 
pare the  necessary  amendments  on  this  sobjeet, 
Mr.  C.  said,  he  would  give  him  time  by  postpon- 
ing the  bill  ^  at  the  same  time  repeating,  that  he 
was  not  desirous  to  defeat  the  admission  of  Maiae 
into  the  Union. 

Nfr.  Wbitman,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  the 
gentleman  had  avowed  lus  object  in  ap^omng  the 
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piogress  of  this  bill,  with  his  usual  and  character- 
istic frankness ;  which  he  hoped  would  constitute 
a  sure  pledge  that  he  would  give  up  his  opposition, 
if  it  should  appear  not  to  be  well  founded.  The 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  wish  to  unite  the  two 
questions  of  Maine  and  Missouri.  It  had  sometimes 
occurred,  Mr.  W.  said,  when  one  branch  of  a  Le- 
gislature refused  its  assent  to  a  measure  which  had 
passed  the  other,  that  the  object  of  the  latter  was 
ohtained  by  tacking  the  obnoxious  proposition  to 
some  faronte  measure  of  the  former :  and,  as  Mr. 
W.  understood  the  honorable  Speaker,  he  had  de- 
dared  that  he  would  go  on  this  principle  in  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union  ;  and  that, 
in  this  case,  he  would  not  admit  Maine  unless 
tacked  to  MLissouri — he  would  admit  both  at  the 
same  time,  and  both  on  the  same  principle.  Now, 
Mr.  W.  said,  he  held  that  there  was  no  similarity 
m  the  two  cases.  The  Speaker  would  certainly  do 
the  gentlemen  who  were  opposed  to  the  admission 
of  Missouri  unconditionally  into  the  Union,  the 
justice  to  believe,  that  they  were  honest  and  sincere 
la  their  opposition  to  it,  and  that  they  did  believe 
that  Congress  have  a  right  to  impose  conditions 
on  her  admission,  and  they  did  further  bdieve  the 
proposed  condition  to  be  expedient.  Here,  then, 
was  a  part,  perhaps  a  majority,  of  Congress  believ- 
iDf  in  the  right  of  annexing  conditions  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri  into  the  Union.  How  was  it 
with  regard  to  Maine?  Why,  not  one  individual 
member  in  this  House — not  the  honorable  Speaker 
himself,  supposed  that  any  condition  ought  to  be 
annexed  to  her  admission :  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  avowed  his  belief  that  she  ought  to  be  admit- 
ted without  condition.  Ought  not  every  case  to 
stand  on  its  own  bottom  f  Would  the  Speaker 
consider  it  consistent  with  sound  principles  to  say 
that  he  beiieved  Maine  ought  to  be  admitted,  and 
yet  refuse  to  admit  her  unless  Missouri  should  also 
be  received,  as  he  wishes,  unconditionally  into  the 
Union  ?  Such  a  refusal  would  be  a  mere  political 
expedient ;  it  would  be  to  accom^ish,  by  improper 
means,  what  could  not  otherwise  he  accomplished ; 
a  contrivance  to  get  the  House  to  do  what  they  do 
not  approve,  or  leave  them  the  alternative  of  omit- 
ting to  do  what,  even  according  to  the  Speaker's 
own  position,  ought  to  be  done.  Was  it  jHToper, 
Mr.  W.  asked,  to  make  the  interest  of  Maine  a  sac- 
rifice to  such  a  policy  ?  Was  it  Maine,  he  asked, 
who  stood  in  the  way  of  the  admission  of  Missouri, 
or  was  it  somrthing  else?  And,  if  not,  ou^ht 
Maine  to  fiill  a  sacrinee  to  a  scheme  for  compellmff 
Congress  to  admit  Missouri  without  any  conuition  ? 
He  hoped  the  honorable  Speaker  would  revise  his 
dsciBioa ;  and,  if  be  did,  Mr.  W.  was  sure  he  woul  j 
decide  differently. 

With  regard  to  other  grounds  traversed  by  the 
Speaktr,  which  seemed  (Hdy  to  come  in  aid  of  his 
main  object,  Mr.  W.  confessed  himself  to  be  in 
noore  doubt  He  did  not  believe  it  was  in  the  power 
of  Congress  to  say  that,  of  twenty  Representatives 
trhich  Massachusetts  has  on  this  noor,  seven  should 
be  sent  home ;  nor  did  he  believe  it  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  select  the  seven  to  be  sent  home.  Thn 
difficolty,  however,  he  believed,  might  be  gotten 
orer,  bat,  he  feared,  not  in  the  way  which  had  been 


contemplated.  He  believed  Congress  might  make 
a  provision  that  the  seven  Representatives  from 
the  districts  in  Maine  should,  for  the  present  Con- 
gress, be  considered  as  the  Representatives  of  Maine, 
and  the  remaining  thirteen  as  the  Representatives 
of  Massachusetts.  This  course,  whilst  within  the 
power  of  Congress,  could  not  but  be  acceptable  to 
Massachusetts  as  well  as  to  Maine.  By  authorizing 
the  convention  of  the  people  of  Maine  to  form  a 
constitution  of  State  government,  Massachusetts 
must  have  been  considered  as  consenting  to  have 
her  representation  curtailed.  If  the  section  report- 
ed b]r  the  select  committee  had  been  permitted  to 
remain  in  the  bill,  a  proviso  of  this  description 
might  have  been  added,  and,  in  this  way,  every 
dimculty  have  been  removed.  However,  Mr.  W. 
said  he  nad  not  objected  to  striking  it  out,  in  defers 
ence  to  what  he  supposed  the  better  judgment  of 
several  gentlemen  from  Maine  and  Massachusetts, 
who  thought  it  better  that  this  provision  should  be 
the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.  With  respect  to  the 
apportionment  of  renresentation,  he  took  occasion 
to  say,  he  did  not  believe  Congress  was  under  any 
necessity  of  making  it  at  the  moment  after  the 
census  was  taken  ;  he  thought  it  might  be  made  at 
any  other  and  intermediate  time.  Whatever  ar- 
rangement miffht  be  made  so  as  to  reserve  their 
respective  portions  of  representation,  Mr.  W.  said 
he  was 'sure  both  Massachusetts  and  Maine  would 
be  satisfied.  The  former  would  not  expect  to  hold 
her  whole  present  representation,  after  the  sever- 
ance of  Maine,  as  Virginia  did  after  the  State  of 
Kentucky  was  formed  from  territory  within  her 
limits. 

The  honorable  Speaker,  Mr.  W.  said,  had  given 
the  House  a  piece  of  history  which  he  had  never 
heard  before.  He  was  apprehensive  the  honorable 
Speaker  might  have  been  misinformed.  He  un- 
derstood him  to  have  said  that  Vermont  and  Ken- 
tucky had  been  tacked  together,  and  the  admission 
of  one  had  been  made  necessary  to  that  of  the 
other ;  and,  ftirther,  that  the  objection  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Kentucky  came  from  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  sections  of  the  Union.  This,  Mr.  W. 
said,  he  had  never  heard  before.  If  the  gentleman 
judged  from  the  fact  that  the  statute  book  showed 
them  both  to  have  been  admitted  at  the  same  time, 
it  was  as  fair  to  infer  that  the  objection  came  from 
the  South  as  that  it  came  ftom  the  North.  But, 
be  the  fact  in  that  case  what  it  may,  said  Mr.  W., 
it  ou^ht  to  make  no  difference  in  r^rd  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine.  Because  Congress  may  at 
any  former  period  have  done  wron^,  will  the 
honorable  Speaker  insist  upon  our  domg  so  too? 
The  Speaker,  he  said,  had  not  commended,  but 
rather  reprobated,  the  alleged  delay  of  the  admis- 
sion of  n[entucky  for  the  purpose  of  includinjf 
Vermont;  and  if  he  reprobated  it  in  that  case,  it 
was  because  the  thing  was  incorrect  in  itself.  If 
80,  certainly  the  Speaker  would  not  persist  now 
in  contendinjg^  for  a  measure  which  was  then  wrong, 
but  would  give  it  up  as  incorrect  at  all  times. 

With  respect  to  tne  question  of  imposing  condi- 
tions on  the  admission  of  new  States,  Mr.  W. 
pointed  to  ^e  act  for  the  admission  of  Louisiana 
mto  the  Union.  Were  there  no  conditions  there,  he 
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asked,  which  coaflicted  with  the  absolute  sQyereign- 
ty  of  an  independent  State  ?  There  were  conditions 
imposed  on  Louisiana  infinitely  more  numerous 
than  were  proposed  to  ba  imposed  upon  MissourL 
She  was  r^uired  to  make  and  maintain  a  variety 
of  municipal  regulations,  which  no  other  State 
had  been  required  to  do.  One  stipulation  was. 
that  the  trial  by  jury  should  be  established  and 
maintained.  What  principle  could  be  nearer  and 
dearer  to  the  hearts  of  Americans  than  the  ri^ht 
of  establishing  a  judiciary,  or  regulating  it  as  they 
thought  proper  ?  Yet,  Mr.  W«  said,  he  had  heard 
no  one  object  to  these  restrictions.  In  relation  to 
the  States  admitted  in  the  Western  countrjr,  pro- 
visions had  been  inserted  in  the  act  of  admission, 
requiring  thajt  the  lands  of  the  United  States 
should  not  be  taxed ;  and  not  only  so^  but  that 
lands  of  individuals,  the  lands  given  to  soldiers, 
should  not  be  taxed  for  a  certain  number  of  years. 
Mr.  W.  asked,  whether  the  power  of  laying  taxes 
was  not  one  of  the  most  sovereign  which  could 
be  exercised ;  and  if,  in  a  particular  like  this,  a 
condition  could  be  imposed  by  Congress,  could 
they  not  likewise  impose  the  condition  which  had 
been  contemplated  in  respect  to  Missouri  ?  Mr.  W. 
concluded  bv  declaring  the  main  ground  taken  by 
the  honorable  Speaker  to  be  whoUv  untenable,  and 
that  the  only  serious  objection  he  nad  raised  to  the 
progress  of  tne  bill  could  be  obviated,  by  an  amend- 
ment, with  the  greatest  ease. 

Mr.  Holmes  again  rose.  The  honorable  Speak- 
er, in  the  course  of  his  remarks,  had  said,  that 
equality  is  equity.  So  it  is,  said  Mr.  H«  I  am  dis- 
posed to  proceed,  and  apply  that  principle  to  the 
present  case,  and  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  go  with 
me  and  do  likewise.  The  United  States  were 
thirteen  in  numbeir  when  they  formed  the  present 
compact ;  and  among  its  provisions  was  one,  that 
new  States  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  to  be 
formed  out  of  tne  original,  with  the  consent  of  the 
States  and  of  Congress.  And  how  had  equality 
proceeded  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution? 
A  State  had  been  formed  from  a  part  of  the  territory 
of  Virginia,  and  one  from  North  Carolina;  aivd 
Ohio,  Louisiana.  Indiana,  Mississippi.  Illinois,  and 
Alabama,  had  been  successively  admitted  from 
the  territories.  No  division  of  any  State  had  in 
the  mean  time  taken  place  in  the  North  or  East, 
nor  had  any  new  State  been  erected  there.  He 
tru9tec^  he  said,  that  he  should  not  be  accused  of 
ever  acting  contrary  to  the  principles  of  equality 
or  eauity :  ne  had  no  wish  that  the  ^brth  and  fiast 
should  have  privile^  not  enjoyed  by  the  South 
and  West — a  doctrine  against  which  he  had  pro- 
tested in  dangerous  times,  and  against  which  he 
now  protesteo.  We  are  now  told  that  our  appli- 
cation is  just,  and  we  have  certainly  not  been  va^- 
portunate;  yet,  unless  we  will  do  towards  another 
section  of  the  Union  what  we  ourselves  believe  to 
be  wrong,  you  will  not  do  what  in  your  consciences 
you  believe  to  be  riffht.  The  honorable  Speakeir 
was  mistaken,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  believed.  With  re- 
spect to  the  union  of  Kentucky  iijith  Vermont,  in 
their  admission.  Vermont,  Mr.  H.  said^  w>as  a 
separate  Stata  duri^  the  y^x  j  raiASd  h^  owo 
tro9p5^pa^4  th^%  aad  h^d^a cbim {o ^d^Mft- 


sion  wholly  iiuiepeiideiit  of  any  other  State.  Tvo 
Representatives,  however,  were  given  to  eack 
State;  the  same  representation  being  givea  to 
Kentucky,  who  n^as  already  represented,  as  to 
Vermont,  who  vras  before  unr^prese&ted.  This 
certainly  showed  no  particular  partiality  or  fiavoKy 
itism  to  the  East 

As  regards  the  present  representation,  it  yrmm 
not  for  Congress  to  decide  wno  were  to  contiiute 
to  be,  and  who  to  cease  to  be,  mesibera  of  the 
present  Congress ;  but  it  wa&for  this  House,  wbick 
i  was  the  so&  judge  of  the  elections  and  privi- 
I  leges  of  its  own  members.    Congress  had  no  moce 
I  power  over  the  representation  of  any  State  ia, 
Conffress  than  this  Honse  had  over  the  membem 
of  the  Senate.     The  section  which  related  to 
the  representation,  therefore^  had  been  propedf 
stricken  out  of  the  bill.    With  resard  to  the  ap- 
portionment to  be  made  of  the  furuer  represenlar 
tion  of  Maine  in  this  Houses  until  the  next  enu- 
meration takes  place,  was  tnere  any  fear  that  it 
would  not  be  made  according  to  the  provisions  of 
I  the  Constitution  1    On  this  subject,  there  was  a 
i  perfect  accord  between  Maine  and  Massachusetts: 
I  the  latter  had  consented  that  the  RqireseDtatives 
I  from  the  districts  contained  in  Maine  shoiUd  he 
\  considered  as  the  Hepresentatives  of  the  State  or 
!  Maine,  and  that  her  representation  should  be  pco^ 
I  portionally  reduced. 

',  Mr.  H.  hoped  that  the  subject  of  the  rep^eseata* 
1  tion  of  Maine  in  Coneress  would  not  be  conneeled 
in  the  hill  with  that  of  ner  admission  into  the  Unions 
neither,  he  hoped,  would  the  Maine  question  be  coik* 
nected  with  that  of  Missouri.  He  would  not  refiise 
justice  in  one  case  unl^s  injustice  was  done  ia 
another.  Was  it  right  to  do  so  ?  Suppose  we  had 
said,  when  questions  respecting  the  Mmissioa  iA 
new  States  have  been  proposed,  that  we  wovU 
not  admit  them  unless  they  would  agree  thaiL 
whenever  application  was  made  by  the  Stale  oc 
Maine  for  the  purpose,  she  should  be  admitted* 
That  condition  would  have  been  WTonff.  Let  eack 
claim  stand  on  its  own  footing.  I  ask  of  fentlefneo, 
said  Mr.  H.,  to  do  as  we  have  done,  aad  as  I^  am 
an  individual^  shall  do  when  the  other,  sulgeot 
pre^nts  itselt  lor  consideration.  Do  gentieiiim 
calculate  on  more  liberality  on  the  Missouri  Q<wfc« 
tion,  when  it  comes  up.  in  conaeqneaee  ih  ilie 
opposition  now  made  to  this  bill  ?  It  they  do,  thef 
are  mistaken:  gentlemen  in  this  House  are  not 
to  be  driven  from  their  positions.  Mr.  H.  ooa^ 
eluded  by  saying  thai  he  nad  hoped  there  voaU 
be  a  fair  and  liberal  vote  for  the  adnussion  of  M^iae 
without  condition;  he  yet  hoped  it,  though^  from 
what  had  taken  place,  there  was  some  reasoa  to 
fear  there  would  not. 

Mr.  Ci«AY  said  that,  with  reipect  to  uaitiag  the 
two  States  of  Maine  and  Missouri  in  one  aet,  ba 
had  not  iutimaM  any  intention  at  presefit  to  eoft- 
nect  tbem.  But  in  reference  to  the  case  whkk 
he  had  referred  to  as  -a  precedent  for  sud^  a  caa? 
nexion»  the  gentlemen  from  Masaachusetta  Ka4 
professed  his  ignorance  of  it  The  maks»»Mf 
Mr.  C,  said,  might  never  have  heard  ofit,  awLaa 
he  hfd  aD  .^.,  dpuMldSi  iMF^r  hM  heaaioXTiM 
hH$air49.gf«tl^mai».wii  oot-infanifdiJA,  thit 
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sabject,  he  TMr.  C.)  hoped  he  woald  allow  to^  him 
the  benefit  lie  had  derired  from  having^  partici- 
pated, in  some  degree,  in  the  transactions  of  that 
day.    I  can  assnre  him,  said  'Mr.  C,  that  the  pro- 
position came  from  the  North,  to  delay  the  admis- 
sion of  Kentucky  into  the  Union,  nntil  Vermont 
was  ready  to  come  in.    But  the  gentleman  per- 
eeired  great  injustice  in  such  ci  proceeding  at  the 
present  day ;  on  that  head,  Mr.  C.  said,  he  would 
Teeommend  to  his  recollection  the  old  anecdote  of 
the  parson  and  the  bull.    He  professed  that  he 
could  not  see  the  great  injustice  of  a  proposition, 
if  now  madcL  to  connect  tne  admission  of  the  two 
States  togetner.    A  State  in  the  quarter  of  the 
country  from  which  I  come,  said  Mr.  C,  asks  to 
he  admitted  into  the  Union.    What  say  the  gentle- 
men who  ask  the  admission  of  this  State  of  Maine 
into  the  Union  ?    Why,  diey  will  not  admit  Mis- 
soviri  without  a  condition  which  strips  it  of  an 
essential  attribute  of  sorereignty.    What  then  do 
I  say  to  them  ?    That  justice  is  due  to  all  parts  of 
the  IJnion ;  your  State  shall  be  admitted  free  of 
condition ;   but,  if  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri 
idso  free  of  condition,  we  see  no  reason  why  you 
aoall  take  to  yourselves  privileges  which  you  deny 
to  her — and,  until  you  grant  them  also  to  her.  we 
wiU  not  admit  you.    This  notion  of  an  equi  valent, 
Mr.  C.  said,  was  not  a  new  one ;  it  was  one  upon 
wMdi  Commonwealths  and  States  had  acted  from 
time  immemorial.    Bdt  he  did  not  mean  to  press 
tills  part  of  the  subject — he  would  put  it  aside,  and 
conmie  himself  to  the  sin^  point,  whether  it  was 
IMTOper  to  peas  this  bill,  without  incorporating  in  it 
some  provision  on  the  subject  of  the  representation 
of  Mame  ?    This  viras  the  pmat  on  which  he  de- 
stfed  tt  decision  before  the  bill  passed.    Were  he 
to  permit  himself  again  to  glance  at  the  ease  of 
Miasoori,  he  would  say,  there  was  a  wide  difference 
in  one  i^pect,  betvreen  that  case  and  the  case  of 
Maine ;  aira  that  the  former  most  urgently  rehired 
the  attention  of  the  House.    The  one  was  m  the 
ftctual  enjoyment  of  ^e  advantages  of  self-govern- 
ment— ^was  diready  in  the  Ck>nrederacy  as  a  com- 
poneftt  part  of  a  hkhly  respectable  State — ^was 
Beard  and  represented  by  a  phalanx  of  seven  mem- 
bers on  this  floor.  Whil^  Missouri  was  subjected  to 
arbitrary  government,  for  he  held  that,  whenever 
a  people  are  subject  to  a  government  under  an 
authcHrity  which  is' as  to  them  foreign,  tiiey  being 
vsrepresented,  tint  government  is  art»itrary,  what- 
ever be  the  clutfacter  of  its  measures — ^no  boon 
f&)m  Heaven,  in  his  estimation,  beinxr  more  ines- 
timable than  the  privile^  of  a  people  to  govern 
themselves — and  no  political  state  more  intoler- 
able than  that  of  having  laws,  and  those  most 
aoletiin  of  all  laws,  constitutions,  imposed  upon  a 
TOople  without  their  consent.    Preeedents  might 
DC  round  for  such  proceedings,  but,  happily  for  the 
New  World,  not  m  this  part  of  the  globe,  but  in 
€he  other  hemisphere,  and  recently  too,  at  tne  close 
of  one  of  the  most  memorable  struggles  in  which 
any  portion  of  the  human  race  hau  ever  been  en- 
saffed.    Missouri  was  unheard  on  this  floor ;  she 
Sad  not  twenty  votes  to  spring  up  in  vindication 
of  her  rights  and  defence  of  her  interests ;  this  in- 
&nt,  disttmt  Territory,  without  a  vote  on  this  floor, 


was  in  no  condition  comparable  to  that  in  which 
Maine  now  stood.  But,  he  said,  he  would  not  press 
this  subject  further. 

Thare  Were  difficulties,  it  was  admitted,  in  re- 
gard to  the  representation  of  Maine ;  and  it  was 
questionable,  at  least,  whether,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, Congress  could  si^btract  from  the  number 
of  Representatives  Massachusetts  now  has,  any 
portion  of  them.  Could  any  State  by  her  consent 
g[rant  to  Congress  the  power  to  do  so  ?  If  in  rela- 
tion to  one  of  its  Representatives,  can  it  in  relation 
to  the  whole  of  them  ?  If  not,  in  relation  to  what 
part?  If  by  the  consent  of  the  State  this  may  be 
done,  how  is  that  consent  to  be  given — ^by  the 
Legislature  or  by  the  whole  people  t  If  by  the 
whole  people,  have  the  peofde  of  Massachusetts 
been  consulted  on  the  subject  in  the  present  in- 
stance? The  Legislature,  it  was  true,  had  passed 
an  act  on  the  subject;  but  had  the  Legislature 
competent  authority  to  do  so  ?  Mr.  C.  did  not  say 
that  these  difficulties  were  insuperable ;  he  hoped 
they  could  be  gotten  over.  But  he  thought  the 
House  ought  not  to  be  hurried;  that  they  should 
take  time  to  consider  all  the  consequences  of  what 
they  were  about  to  do — ^the  more  as  there  was  no 
great  urgency  in  the  business.  He  thought,  he 
said,  that  Maine  ought  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Uni6n ;  he  thought  tn^  same  of  Missouri ;  and  al- 
though he  mig[ht  be  forced  to  withhold  his  assent 
to  the  admission  of  Maine,  if  a  majority  of  this 
House  should  (which  he  trusted  they  would  not) 
impose  unconstitutional  restrictions  on  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri,  he  should  do  it  with  great  re- 
luctance^ But,  in  any  event,  this  question  respect- 
ing the  representation  of  Maine  ought  to  be  under- 
stood; it  ought  to  be  understood  which  of  the 
Representatives  of  Maine  were  hereafter  to  be 
Repreaientatives  of  Massachusetts.  There  was 
nothing  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
which  required  that  a  person  should  represent  the 
district  in  which  he  resides ;  and  the  gentleman 
from  Boston  was  as  much  the  Representative  of 
the  Maine  pert  of  Massachusetts,  as  he  who  liv6d 
in  that  district  of  country.  It  would  be  seen,  then, 
that  if  the  difficulties  surrounding  this  subject 
were  not  insuperable,  they  were  yet  of  some  mag- 
nitude. He  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee 
rise,  report  progress^  and  ask  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  Holmes  said,  that  until  the  honorable 
Speaker  disclosed  the  whole  extent  of  his  objec- 
tions to  the  bill,  it  v«ras  impossible,  either  by  argu- 
ment or  amendment,  to  obviate  them;  and  the 
Speaker  had  not  yet  discbsed  them.  Mr.  H.  said 
he  wished  to  know  if  the  objection  which  he  had 
ursed,  on  the  score  of  the  representation,  was  the 
only  objection  which  he  had  to  the  passage  of  this 
biU.  He  wished  to  know,  if  that  objection  was 
ffotten  over^  whether  the  Speaker  would  not  make 
the  admission  of  Missouri  a  condition  of  the  ad- 
mission of  Maine ;  and  called  upon  him  to  know 
whether  he  should  persist  in  his  opposition  to  that 
bill,  unless  this  position  was  given  up.  For,  if 
that  was  the  object  of  the  gentleman,  there  was  no 
occasion  for  the  Committee's  rising.  The  extent 
of  my  plan  now  is,  said  Mr.  H.,  that  the  members 
hereafm  to  be  elected,  shall  be  according  to  the 
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population  of  the  two  respective  portions  of  the 
present  State  of  Massachusetts.  Is  there  any  ob- 
jection to  this  ?  Does  the  Constitution  prescribe 
or  authorize  any  thing  else  7  This  is  what  the 
Congress  can  do;  but  they  cannot  go  one  step 
further.  The  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  represent- 
ation in  the  present  Congress,  if  any,  cannot  be 
settled  by  bill,  but  must  be  settled  by  this  House. 
And  do  gentlemen  mean  to  contend  that  a  legis- 
lative act  shall  be  postponed  to  settle  a  question  in 
regard  to  members'  seats,  which  may  hereafter 
arise?  This  would  be  a  course  which  would  for 
ever  postpone  the  admission  of  Maine.  Mr.  H. 
could  not  oelieve,  he  said,  that  there  could  be  any 
serious  difficulty  on  this  subject,  dec.  He  con- 
cluded by  saying,  he  wished  this  question  to  be 
answered:  whemer  the  honorable  Speaker  meant 
to  make  it  a  Bint  ^ya  non  to  the  admission  of 
Maine,  that  Missouri  should  previously  be  admitted 
without  condition  ? 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  had  always  the  greatest  dis- 
position in  the  world  to  oblige  the  genUeman  from 
Massachusetts,  and  had  no  objection  to  be  interro- 
gated by  him  as  long  as  he  pleased.  The  gentle- 
man had  asked  him  to  make  objections — against 
what?  The  gentleman  had  brought  forward  no 
proposition  to  which  to  state  objections ;  and  the 
objection  was,  that  there  was  no  such  proposition 
before  the  House.  The  bill,  as  reported,  aid  con- 
tain a  provision  that  Massachusetts  should  have 
hereafter  thirteen,  and  Maine  seven  Representa- 
tives, but  which  of  the  present  twenty  were  to  be 
assigned  to  Maine,and  which  to  Massachusetts,  it 
did  not  provide.  Mr.  C.  said  it  did  not  belong  to 
him,  but  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  to 
prepare  an  amendment  on  that  subject.  After 
these  difficulties  were  gotten  over,  Mr.  C.  said  he 
could  satisfy  the  gentleman  on  the  other  point.  If 
he  had  not  already,  however,  been  sufficiently  ex- 
plicit, he  was  afiaid  he  should  not  be  able  to  satisfy 
the  gentleman  on  that  head.  The  only  question 
now,  was  on  the  subject  of  the  representation, 
which  certainly  ought  to  be  adjusted  by  this  bill. 
Mr.  C.  said  he  found  the  gentleman  was  throwing 
out  his  net ;  it  was  quite  evident  he  was  not  satis- 
fied himself  what  was  to  be  the  rule  on  this  head ; 
and  his  colleague  had  acknowledged  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  some  difficulty,  but  thinl^  that  an  amend- 
ment will  put  it  all  right.  Well,  Mr.  C.  said,  if 
that  was  the  matter,  let  the  amendment  be  pre- 
pared, and  let  the  Committee  rise  to  give  the  gen- 
tleman an  opportunity  of  preparing  it 

Mr.  Stobrs.  of  New  York,  said,  besides  the 
difficultv  alreadv  stated,  there  was  another  point 
on  whicn  he  wisned  some  information ;  at  the  same 
time  that  he  thought  it  proper  to  declare  that  he 
was  in  favor  of  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union,  without  reference  to  Missouri.  The  Con- 
stitution declared  that  no  State  shall  enter  into 
any  compact  without  the  assent  of  Congress. 
There  had  been  certain  articles  of  stipuliuions 
agreed  upon  between  Massachusetts  and  the  peo- 
ple of  Maine,  amon^  which  was  one,  for  example, 
securing  to  Maine  ner  proportion  of  all  moneys 
which  should  be  received  from  ihe  Government  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  claims  of  the  com- 


monwealth, for  militia  services,  daring  the  late 
war,  d&c.  Ought  not  the  consent  of  Congress  be 
given  to  these  stipulations? 

Mr.  Holmes  said  that  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  had  been  alluded  to,  obviously  re- 
ferred to  compacts  or  treaties  with  foreign  Powers, 
and  not  to  agreements  between  States.  But,  if 
otherwise,  the  consent  of  Conffress  could  be  grren 
after,  as  well  as  before,  the  making  of  the  compact. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  said  he  rejoiced  thmx 
the  question  on  this  bill  was  now  narrowed  dowm 
to  one  point — a  difficulty  in  respect  to  the  rqire- 
sentation.  Would  it  not,  he  asked,  be  in  the 
power  of  the  two  States  to  settle  this  question  be- 
tween themselves,  without  agitating  it  on  this 
floor  ?  Can  we,  said  he,  deprive  Massachusetts  of 
any  part  of  her  representation?  She  has  twentf 
representatives  on  this  ^oor,  and  will  continue  Co 
have  them.  Is  the  objection  to  her  keeping  diem, 
to  come  from  Kentucky?  No;  it  is  to  come  from 
Maine.  If  she  has  no  objection,  are  we  to  object? 
Certainly  not.  Was  there,  Mr.  F.  asked,  any 
difficulty  in  regard  to  the  right  of  a  representative^ 
after  his  election,  to  remove  out  of  the  State  whidi 
he  represents,  into  another?  He  presumed  not; 
for  such  cases  had  occurred,  and  no  excepdon  had 
been  taken  to  the  right  in  those  persons  to  retain 
their  seats.  If  Maine  be  willing,  and  Massachu- 
setts be  satisfied,  said  Mr.  H.,  ought  not  we  to  \>e^ 
He  could  see  no  necessity  for  stumbling  here  for 
hours  over  this  objection.  He  was  happy,  be  re- 
marked, that  the  question  was  now  stripped  of 
every  exterior  consideration,  and  the  House  bad 
to  decide  only  on  the  plain  question,  whether  Maine 
should  be  admitted  or  not. 

Mr.  Storks  said  he  had  merely  thrown  out  the 
suggestion  respecting  the  Constitutional  provision 
regarding  compacts,  for  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts to  consider  it.  Mr.  S.  added,  he  was 
the  more  induced  to  do  it,  from  the  earnest  desire 
that  Maine  should  not  lose  the  benefit  of  her  share 
of  the  moneys  to  be  received  from  the  United 
States  under  the  Massachusetts'  claims! 

Mr.  Holmes  rejoined  by  a  sportive  remark,  not 
distinctly  heard. 

Mr.  Clay  said  he  was  glad  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  had  furnished  the  House  with  some 
light,  to  show  where  they  were.  But  there  was 
before  the  House  no  proposition  on  the  subject  of 
representation :  it  was  that  which  he  wished  to  see 
— and,  if  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  would 
prepare  one,  the  Committee  would  probably  be 
obliged  to  him  for  giving  them  something  ddanite 
to  act  on. 

Mr.  Foot  said  he  was  prepared  to  act  on  the 
subject  before  the  House,  no  proposition  being 
necessary  on  a  matter  which  it  would  be  property 
lefr  to  Massachusetts  and  Maine  to  determine. 
This  solution  of  the  difficulty  would  happily  re- 
lieve the  subject  from  the  perplexity  under  whi^ 
the  honorable  Speaker  seemed  so  much  to  labor 
during  his  addresses  to  the  House. 

Some  other  good-natured  remarks  preceded  the 
risinff  of  the  Committee,  which  took  place  at  the 
usual  hour. 

And  then,  on  motion,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  December  31. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  oo  the  District 
of  Columbia,  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  in- 
habitants of  th^  City  of  Washington,  and  to  repeal 
all  other  acts  heretofore  passed  for  that  purpose ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  uom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  Morton,  from  the  Committee  of  Revisal 
and  Unfinished  Business,  made  a  report,  in  part ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Williams  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Fielding  Jones,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  said  Jones  j  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  per- 
sons holding  confirmed  unlocated  claims  for  lands 
in  the  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was  read  the  first 
and  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  furnishing  the  militia  with  clothing  when 
they  are  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
or  the  amount  in  money  in  lieu  thereof,  in  all  cases 
wherein  they  furnish  themselves. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House, 
copies  of  such  communications  as  he  may  have 
received  since  1816,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;  with  a  statement 
of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navjrwai  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
copies  or  such  communications  as  he  may  have 
received  since  1816,  and  such  information  as  he 
may  possess,  in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction 
of  slaves  into  the  United  States ;  with  a  statement 
of  the  measures  adopted  to  prevent  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  communication 
horn,  the  Secretary  of  War  to  this  House  on  the 
28th  instant,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  15th  instant, 
rdative  to  the  communication  between  the  river 
Illinois  and  Lake  Michiffan,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  "An  act  allowing 
Sarah  Allen  the  bounty  land  and  pay  which  would 
have  been  due  to  her  son,  Samuel  Drew,  had  he 
lived,  for  his  services  as  a  private  in  the  war  5"  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  two  letters 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury^  the  one  trans- 
mitting a  statement  of  duties  accruing,  and  draw- 
back payaUe  on  merchandise  exported  from  the 
United  States,  during  the  years  1816,  1817,  and 
1818  ;  the  other  transmitting  the  annual  statement 
of  the  district  tonnage  of  the  United  States  on  the 
3l8t  December,  1818 ;  which  letters  and  statements 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CLAIMS  FOR  SLAVES,  $lc. 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Basil  Shaw,  reported : 


That  the  petitioner  tUtet  that,  at  the  cull  of  hiv 
coantry,  he  joined  General  Carroirs  diviaioii)  and  re> 
ceived  the  appointment  of  adjutant  general ;  that,  in- 
stead of  taking  a  soldier  from  the  linea  to  wait  on  him, 
as  by  law  he  was  antborized  to  do,  be  employed  a  »•• 
gro  servant,  and  contracted  to  pay  for  him  unless  re- 
tamed  ;  that  in  the  battle  at  New  Orleans,  on  the  8th 
day  of  January,  1815,  the  said  servant  was  killed  with 
a  cannon  ball  m  the  General's  camp ;  and,  consequent- 
ly, that  the  petitioner  bad  to  pay  Mr.  Walton,  the 
owner  of  the  slave,  $500. 

The  following  certificate  accompanies  the  petition : 
NoYsxBBa  21,  1816. 

I  certify  that  Migor  Basil  Shaw  had  a  negre  man 
killed  on  the  roorninff  of  the  8th  of  January  last,  at 
the  battle  below  New  Orleans,  by  a  cannon  ball  from 
the  enemy's  works. 

Major  Shaw  acted  as  my  assistant  adjutant  general 
during  the  campaign. 

WILLIAM  CARROLL, 
Major  General  Tennessee  milUia. 

And  also  the  certificate  of  George  Poindezter,  stat- 
ing that  he  was  present  in  the  same  room  wHh  Gen- 
eral Carroll  when  the  cannon  ball  passed  through  and 
killed  Major  Shaw's  negro  boy,  and  that  he  is  confi- 
dent the  loss  was  attributable  to  the  casualties  of  war, 
and  not  to  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  Major  Shaw. 

The  law  authorized  Major  Shaw  to  receive  the  pay 
and  rations  of  a  private  soldier  for  the  negro  servant ; 
but  no  law  has  heretofore  provided  for  the  payment  of 
the  Value  of  a  slave  so  lost. 

The  committee  conceive  that  to  make  such  a  pro- 
vision at  this  time  is  inadmissible,  and  therefore  re- 
commend the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : 

Eesolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  not 
granted. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Thomas  Hightower,  of  South  Carolina, 
reported; 

That  the  petitioner  sUtesthat,  in  the  Fall  of  18 17, 
a  wagon,  loaded  with  ordnance,  belonging  to  a  de- 
tachment of  artillery  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
passing  from  Charleston  to  Augusta,  stalled  near  hia 
residence ;  and  that,  application  having  been  made  to 
him  for  assistance,  he  sent  his  negro  man,  (a  slave,) 
who,  while  engaged  in  assisting  the  wagoner,  received 
an  injury  which  has  totally  disqualified  him  for  the 
nsual  labors  about  the  plantation,  and  rendered  him  of 
but  little  or  no  value*  Upon  thb  statement  of  feets, 
the  truth  of  which  is  certified  by  sundry  persons,  (otti 
of  whom  is  a  professional  man,  who  describes  the  in* 
jury,)  the  petitioner  claims  remuneration  fimn  tiM 
Government. 

Although  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  in  a^ 
fording  the  assistance  mentioned,  the  petitioner  gavie 
proof  of  a  goodness  of  disposition  honorable  to  hiea* 
self;  yet  it  ia  not  perceived  that  he  can  have  a  claim 
upon  the  Government  for  remuneration.  The  coai- 
mittec,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner  be  rejected. 

The  reports  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
STATE  OF  MAINE. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  and  again  reeol  red  itself  into  a  Commitlee 
of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Mark  Lanqdon  Hill  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  admistion  ot 
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the  District  of  Maine  iato  the  Uoioa  as  an  inile- 
pendent  State. 

And,  no  further  debate  arising — 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  .the  bill  and 
aHiendments  to  the  House. 

After  much  debate  on  the  questions  arising  out  of 
the  representation  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Maine 
in  Congress,  and  the  best  mode  of  arranging  it,  if 
Congress  interposes  at  all  respecting  it,  the  amend- 
ment made  in  Committee  or  the  vvhole,  to  strike 
out  of  the  bill  so  much .  as  relates  to  this  subject, 
was  a^eed  to. 

Various  other  amendments  were  puroposed  to  the 
bill ;  among  which  w^e  the  foUowiuj^ : 

Mr.  Storks  moved  to  amend  the  bul  by  addiog 
a  new  section,  in  the  following  words: 

«  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  until  a  new  enu- 
meration shall  be  made  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  Com- 
monweaith  of  Maasaqhusetta  and  said  State  of  Maine, 
and  a  new  apportionment  of  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates,  to  be  elected  in  said 
Massa«buaeUa  and  Maine,  tb«  aaid  ConmonweaJth 
of  Maasachusettfl  shall  be  entitled  to  and  may  be  rep- 
MiUed  in  Congress  by  thirteen  Representatives ;  and 
tKt  said  State  ^f  Maine  shall  l>e  en  tided  to,  and  maT 
be  represented  in  Congress  by  seven  Representatives. 

Mr.  WntTMAN  moved  to  amend  the  proposed 
acnendmeat  bv  adding,  afler  the  enacting  clause, 
these  words:  '^  from  and  after  the  15th  of  March 
next,  and." 

Tnis  motion  was  negatived,  as  also  was  the 
main  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs. 

Mr.  Whitman  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
preamble  of  the  said  bill,  which  is  in  the  following 
words,  viz : 

**  Whereas,  bf  an  act  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts, 
passed  on  the  1 9th  day  of  June,  1819,  entitled  *An 
act  relating  to  the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine 
from  Massachusetts  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into 
a  separate  and  independent  State  ;*  the  people  of  that 
part  of  Masrachnsetts  heretofore  known  as  the  District 
of  Maine,  did,  with  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  of 
■aid  State  of  Massachusetts,  form  themselves  into  a 
separate  and  independent  State,  and  did  establish  a 
constitution  for  the  government  of  the  same,  agreeably 
to  the  provisions  of  the  said  act ;  therefore." 

And,  in  lieu  of  the  said  i^eamble,  to  insert  one 
ift  the  words  following,  to  wit : 

•<  Whereas  the  Legislature  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
liMsaehusette,  by  an  aist,  entitled  <*An  act  relating  to 
the  separation  of  the  District  of  Maine  from  Maasaehu- 
•etts  proper,  and  forming  the  same  into  a  separate  and 
indepiendent  State,"  passed  on  the  19th  day  of  Jane 
lest,  dedaved  the  consent  of  said  Commonwealth,  that 
the  District  of  Maine  t^being  that  part  of  said  Com- 
■MAwealth  lying  east  of  the  St^te  of  New  Hampshire) 
might  be  formed  and  erected  into  a  separate  and  inde- 
pendent State,  npon  obtain  terras  and  conditions  in 
the  said  act  particolarly  speeiied : '  And^  prmded, 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  sheuM  give  its  con- 
sent thereto,  before  the  fourth  day  of  March  next: 

•*  And  wherein  it  appears  that  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions proposed  by  said  Legislature,  on  the  part  of  said 
Commonweallh,  to  the  people  of  said  District  of  Maine, 
haae  been  by  them  agreed  to  and  accepted,  and  on 
Umt  part  complied  with : 

"  And  whereaa  a  convention  of  delegates,  duly  cheaei^ 


by  the  people  of  said  District,  have  formed  a  oonstiui- 
tion  and  frame  of  government,  which  is  republican. 
and  conformable  to  the  principles  and  provisions  oif 
the  act  aforesaid ;  and  have  petitioned  Congress  that 
its  consent  may  be  given  that  the  said  District,  bj  the 
style  and  title  of  the  State  of  Maine,  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union  as  a  separate  and  independent  State, 
and  on  the  fooUng  of  an  original  State  ;  therefore." 

And  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  preamble  be 
ehan^ed  as  aforesaid  T*  it  was  determined  in  the 
native. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  then  moved  to 
strike  out  the  preamble  prefixed  to  the  said  bilL 
which  was  rejected :  and  the  bill  was  then  ordered 
to  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  on  Monday 
next. 


MownAY,  January  3,  1820. 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  remonstrance  of  the 
Virginia  Agricultural  Society  of  Fredericksboig, 
agamst  the  attempts  now  making  bv  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country,  aim  tneir  friends,  for 
an  increase  of  the  duties  upon  foreign  goods^  wares, 
and  merchandise,  upon  their  importation  mto  the 
United  States. — Referred  to  the  ConmiiUee  of 
Commerce. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a  pt^tion  of 
sundry  merchants,  and  other  inhabitants  oi  Balti- 
more^ praying  that  the  duties  on  all  foreign  goodik 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  may  be  made  payable  in  cash. — ^Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

Mr.  ScoTT  presented  a  petition  and  remonstraoce 
of  the  Baptist  Association  of  Mount  Zion,  Howard 
county,  Territory  of  Missouri^  protesting  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  m  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution  contemplated  for  said  Territory 
upon  its  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State ;  as 
abo  against  any  restrictions  on  the  rights  of  ^rop- 
erty. — Referred. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  ihe 
biU  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^^An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  Eli  Hart,"  made  a  detailed  report  on  tbA 
merits  of  the  claim  of  the  said  Hart,  and  recom- 
mending that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 
which  report  and  bill  were  committed  to  a  Conn- 
mittee  ofthe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs,  made  a  report,  in  obedience  to  the  res- 
olution instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
penditures which  have  been,  and  are  likdy  to 
be,  incurred  in  fitting  out  and  nrosecuting  the  ex- 
pedition ordered  to  the  mouth  ofthe  Yellow  Stona^ 
on  the  Missouri  river,  and  concerning  the  objects 
intended  to  be  accomplished  by  that  expedition ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tables 

Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  same  committee,  also  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Stanton 
wholes ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  comxaitted  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smyth  also  made  a  report  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  non-commissioned  officers,  musiciasu, 
and  privates,  who  reside  in  the  State  of  ConneiCi:- 
cut,  and  whose  term  of  service  expired  at  the  < ' 
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o£  the  late  vmi  witk  Great  Britain ;  which  was 
lead,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained  was  con- 
aiirred  in  by  the  Hoose^  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought 
not  to  he  granted. 

The  Speaksa  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  enclosing  an  abstract,  show- 
ing the  aggregate  amount  of  the  Military  Peace 
filtsblishment,  actually  in  senriee  for  each  year 
akice  1815,  prepared  in  obedience  to  an  order  of 
the  28th  ultimo ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
leUe. 

The  SpsAKfiR  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
irom  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  a 
statement  of  balances  unexpended  on  the  27th  dav 
of  December,  1819.  remaining  in  the  Treasurer's 
hands  as  a^ent  of  tne  Navy  Department,  designat- 
ing the  various  heads  of  appropriation,  and  tbe  un- 
expended balance  under  each  of  them,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  27th 
ultimo ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

An  engrossed  bill,  entitled  *|An  act  for  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  of  Maine  into  the  Union,  and 
to  extend  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to  said 
State;"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  on  the  case  of  Samuel  Hughes.  The 
CcmuBittee  rose,  and  reported  their  agreement  lo 
the  resolution  submitted  by  the  Committee  oi 
Claims ;  which  was  concurred  in  by^the  House,  as 
fiallowt: 

Hetohed,  That  the  claim  of  Bsmnel  Htighes,  of  the 
State  )Df  Marybnd,  ought  tiot  to  be  allowed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  to  remit  the  in- 
stalments due  on  certain  lots  in  Shawneetown,  in  the 
8tate  of  Illinois.  The  bill  was  reported  without 
amendment;  and  the  question  was  taken,  ^  Shall 
the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time?" 
«Rd  detennined  in  the  negative.  And  so  the  bill 
I  rejected. 


Tuesday,  January  4. 

Mr.  FoLOBB  preseiUtd  sundry  depositiena,  and 
other  documents,  toiding  to  prove  that  Daniel 
Pettibone  is  not  the  inventor  or  the  art  of  wdding 
cast  steel  to  iron. 

On  rootum  of  Mr.  OvEKftTRBrr  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasiny  was  directed  to  inform  this  House 
what  deduction,  in  his  opinion,  it  will  make  in  the 
revenue,  if  the  im]>ortation  of  cotton  and  woollen 
manufactures  and  iron  be  prohibited ;  and  in  what 
manner  the  deficit  in  the  revenue  may  be  supplied, 
should  prohibition  be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  tbe  United  States,  communicated  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  on  the  5th  day  of 
February,  1819,  relating  to  applications  received 
firom  the  British  Minister,  in  behalf  of  certain  Brit- 
ish sttbiectB  who  had  suiered  in  their  pronerty  by 
proceedings  to  which  the  United  States,  by  their 
ttilitarv  and  judicial  officen,  were  parties,  was 
nfenad  to  the  Oonmittee  on  tha  Jodteiary. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Casnoii,  the  Committee  on 
the  Militia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ez« 
pediencv  of  improving  the  organization  and  disct- 
plme  of  the  Militia  ofthe  United  Stales. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  DAvmsoN,  the  Committeeof 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediencv  of  allowing  Archibald  Frew,  ES(j., 
collector  of  tne  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  m 
the  eleventh  collection  district  in  North  Carolina, 
the  usual  commissions  on  nineteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  collected  of  him  by  warrant  issued  by 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  James  Hughes  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Philip  Barbour,  and  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  of 
Anthony  Burk,  also  passed  through  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  representatives  of 
Colonel  Danid  Anoling,  also  passed  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole ;  which  bills  were  sev- 
erally ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  made  unfavorable  reports 
on  the  petitions  of  John  Chalmers,  of  Washington 
City,  and  of  John  Cowen,  of  Tennessee ;  which 
were  severally  read — the  first  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  the  second  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stromo,  of  New  York, 

1.  Sttehedp  That  a  eommiitee  be  appointed  te  ia- 
^re  into  the  expediency  of  providing  t^  hw  for  ftir- 
nishing  the  Army,  the  Navy,  and  the  Indian  Depart- 
BMAt,  with  articles  of  elothing,  and  other  merchandiBe 
of  domettie  manalactare,  except  each  articles  only  as 
cannot,  with  economy  and  in  sdfficieBt  quantity,  be 
mannftictured  in  the  ITaited  States. 

S.  ReBohfed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  lor  the 
farther  encoaragement  of  native  American  citiiens 
engaged  in  the  whole  fisheries. 

Messrs.  STRONG,BALnwiN,  Alexander  Smttb, 
of  Vir^nia,  Ross,  and  Brown,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  first  resolution. 

Messrs.  Strong,  Folger,  Mason,  Wenoovbr, 
and  EnwARUs,  of  Connecticut,  were  appointed  a 
committee  pursuant  to  the  second  resolution. 
PRIVATEERING. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  had  been  referred  two  memo- 
rials from  certain  citizens  of  Ohio,  praying  the 
suppression  of  jMrivateering,  as  a  means  of  national 
warfare,  submitted  the  foUovring  report : 

The  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom 
have  been  ttSnnd  tmi  BMmorials  firooi  oHixans  ofthe 
State  of  Ohio,  relating  to  the  practice  of  privateenag, 
beg  leave  respectfully  to  report :' 

That  the  language  of  the  memorialists  is  such  as  to 
leave  the  extent  in  which  they  deem  it  reasonable  to 
expect  a  mitigation  in  the  laws  of  maritime  warfare, 
in  some  doubt.  They  are  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee as  recommending  such  a  change  in  these  laws  as 
shall  exempt  the  property  of  iaAvidoals  from  capture, 
elthar  by  public  or  private  ships  of  war,  at  least  when 
it  does  not  osnsiit  of  oontrahand  artides,  and  is  net 
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dMtined  to  a  blockaded  port.  The  geoenl  beoevo- 
Itnco  which  \»  expr««ed,  m  well  at  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Franklin  which  is  referred  to  by  the  memorialiata, 
teem  to  prove  that  it  ia  their  wish  that  the  property 
which  subserves  no  purpose  of  war  should  be  as  safe 
upon  the  sea  as  upon  the  land — not  that  it  should  be 
secured  from  private  cruisers,  and  be  left  exposed  to  i 
public  ships,  which,  in  the  service  of  some  European  ' 
rowers,  are  much  more  numerous  than  the  others, 
and  whose  pursuit  of  plunder  is  oflen  quite  as  active 
and  unsparing.  It  cannot  indeed  be  presumed  that 
the  memorialists  should  wish  a  change  in  maritime 
law  which  would  produce  very  little  diminution  in  the 
dangers  of  our  commerce  in  a  conflict  with  any  con- 
siderable naval  Power,  while  it  would  wrest  from  our 
hands  what  we  have  hitherto  considered  as  one  of  our 
principal  means  of  annoyance.  It  is  the  security  of 
lair  and  harmless  commerce  from  all  attack,  which  the 
memorialists  most  desire.  It  is  the  introduction  of  a 
system  which  shall  confine  the  immediate  injuries  of 
war  to  those  whose  sex,  and  age,  and  occupation,  do 
not  unfit  them  for  the  struggle.  If  these  are  the 
wishes  of  the  memorialists,  the  committee  express  i 
their  concurrence  in  them,  without  hesitation. 

The  committee  think  that  it  will  be  right  in  the  I 
Government  of  the  United  States  to  renew  its  attempt  ' 
to  obtain  the  mitigation  of  a  barbarous  code,  when-^ 
ever  there  shall  seem   a  probability  of  its  success. 
They  do  not  doubt  that  it  will  do  so.     Its  first  efforts 
at  negotiation  were  characterized  by  an  anxiety  to 
limit  the  evils  of  war ;  and  if  it  seem  to  have  desisted 
from  the  prosecution  of  this  design,  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  this  circumstance  must  be  attributed,  not  to 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  the  United  States,  but  to 
the  'perseverance  in  their  former  policy  of  other  na^ 
tions. 

The  committee  are  not  unaware  that  the  **  United 
States  are  better  situated  than  any  other  nation  to 
profit  by  privateering  ;*'  but  they  are  far  from  oppos- 
ing this  calculation  to  a  regulation  which,  if  the  Pow- 
ers of  the  world  would  adopt  it,  they  too  should  con- 
sider as  "  a  happy  improvement  in  the  laws  of  na- 
tions." 

It  is  an  improvement,  however,  which  cannot  be 
made  without  the  consent  of  other  States.  The  com- 
mittee will  not  flatter  the  memorialists  by  expressing 
the  opinion  that  such  consent  will  probably  be  given  ; 
but,  as  it  can  be  obtained  only,  if  at  all,  through  the 
Executive  Government,  to  whose  discretion  the  con- 
duct of  negotiations  has  been  properly  confided  by  the 
Constitution,  they  recommend  to  the  House  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  memorials  relating  to  the  practice  of  privateering, 
and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  report  was  read,  and  the  resolution  agreed 
to. 

REVOLUTIONARY  PENSIONS. 

Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  reso- 
lution of  December  last,  respecting  the  execution 
of  the  act  of  the  18th  Nlarch,  1818,  to  provide  for 
certain  persons  en^iged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  the  Revolutionary  war, 
reported  the  following  resolution : 

Reeohed,  That  it  is  not  expedient,  neither  will  it 
comport  with  the  honor  and  dignity  of  the  Americaa 


nation*  to  repeal  the  law  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818, 
which  **  provides  for  certain  persona  engaged  ia  tlie 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  State*  in  tlie 
Revolutionary  war." 

Covomxss  Bai.!,,  Deeember  17,  1819. 

Sim :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Revotn- 
tionary  Pensions  to  ask  information  relative  to  tlw 
<<  manner  in  which  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  1818, 
has  been  executed;  ascertaining,  as  fisr  ma  mmj  be 
practicable,  the  class  or  classes  of  leases  which  it  ham 
been  construed  to  embrace,  and  such  as  have  been  etx- 
eluded  from  its  provisions ;  whether  the  objecU  oou- 
templated  by  its  passage  have  been,  or  probably  will 
bo,  eflected  by  the  operations  of  the  law  ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  it  be  susceptible  of  such  amendments  as  will 
insure  the  accomplishment  of  those  objects  ;'*  also,  m 
**  statement  of  the  number  of  certificates  of  pension 
which  bave^oen  issued  under  the  said  law ;  the  num* 
ber  of  cases  suspended ;  the  number  rejected ;  and  the 
number  of  applications  received,  that  have  not  been 
acted  upon.''     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

JOa  BLOOMFIELD,  Chairman. 

Hon.  J.  C.  Calhoun, 

Secretary  of  War. 

WAm  DiPAmTMssT,  Deemier  2S,  1819. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  in- 
quiring  **  into  the  manner  in  which  the  act  of  tlie  18^ 
Maroh,  1818,  has  been  executed^  asceitainiaf,  ma  far 
as  may  be  practicable,  the  class  or  dasaes  of  cmasa 
which  it  has  been  construed  to  embrace,  and  aoeh  ma 
have  been  excluded  from  its  proviiions,''  I  have  the 
honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  the  regulations  which 
have  been  adopted  by  the  DepartAient  to  cany  it  into 
effect. 

The  act  has  invariably  received  a  strict  constructioii, 
and  none  have  been  intended  to  be  admitted  but  thoee 
who,  under  such  Construction,  were  believed  to  have 
**  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution  until  the  end 
thereof,  or  for  the  term  of  nine  months  or  longer,  at 
any  period  of  the  war,  on  the  Continental  Establisb- 
ment,"  and  who  were  in  such  **  reduced  drcumstaiiGca 
in  life"  as  to  be  <*  in  need  of  assistance  from"  their 
**  country  for  support ;"  to  all  of  which  facts,  the  oath 
of  the  party  and  the  certificate  of  the  judge  have  been 
required.  Under  which  construction  the  fi>IJowing 
classes  of  applicants  have  been  excluded: 

Those  who  are  not  in  such  reduced  aicaoiatanoee 
in  life  as  to  need  assistance  from  their  country  lor 
support. 

Those  belonging  to  the  general  civil  stafi;  the  naedi- 
cal  excepted.  Under  this  head  are  included  quarter^ 
masters  not  holding  commissions  in  the  line,  but  act- 
ing under  warrants  from  the  head  of  that  branch  of 
the  stafi*;  wagon-masters  and  wagoners;  forage  and 
barrack-masters;  artificers,  such  as  carpenters,  dbe^ 
batteau-men,  employed  in  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, in  the  transports tion  of  troops  or  military  storea. 

Those  who  belonged  to  State  troops,  t.  e.  military 
forces  of  every  description,  acting  under  the  aothorii^ 
of,  or  commissioned  by,  the  Executive  of  a  Sute,  and 
not  by  Congress,  and  those  who  belonged  to  corpo  lor 
local  defence,  except  such  as  were  recognised  by  the 
old  Cmigreas  as  being  on  the  Continental  BatablMii- 
ment 

Those  who  served  in  privateers,  transports,  veasele 
bearing  deqimtchea  to  fbnign  oMntriea,  aa  weU  m 
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persons  who  served  in  ei?il  cspseiiies  on  board  of  na- 
ttonsl  Tesiete  of  war,  snch  as  captains*  clerks,  dec,  are 
also  ezduded. 

Finally,  those  who,  though  tbej  served  nine  months, 
did  not  so  serve  under  one  enlistment. 

To  answer  that  part  of  your  inquiry,  "  whether  the 
objects  conteovplated  by  its  passage  have  been,  or  prob- 
ably will  be,  effected  by  the  operations  of  the  law ;  and, 
if  not,  whether  it  be  susceptible  of  such  amendments 
as  will  insure  the  accomplishment  of  those  objects,"  it 
will  be  proper  to  consider  those  who  are  intended  to 
be  benefited  by  the  act  in  two  different  characters: 
first,  whether  they  were  of  the  description  of  persons, 
and  performed  such  military  or  naval  service,  as  is  con- 
templated by  the  act;  and,  secondly,  whether  they  are 
in  the  condition  in  life,  as  to  property,  which  Congress 
intended*  It  is  believed  that,  under  the  first  descrip- 
tion, the  object  of  the  act  has  been  efifected,  and  that 
very  few  frauds  have  been  attempted  :  and  of  those  it 
is  believed  that  none,  or  very  few,  have  proved  ulti- 
mately successful.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
collect  all  the  documents  which  would  supply  the  place 
of  those  which  were  destroyed  when  the  War  Office 
was  burnt ;  and,  with  thiF  view,  a  correspondence  was 
opened  with  the  Executives  of  the  original  States,  to 
obtain  copies  of  those  which  were  preserved  in  the 
archives  of  their  respective  States.  Where  the  defect 
of  those  in  the  Department  has  not  been  supplied, 
greater  caution  has  been  observed  as  to  the  proof  of 
service.  It  will  be  proper  here  to  observe  that,  at  first, 
occasional  errors  were  committed  in  determining  the 
character  of  certain  regiments  or  corps ;  and  some  were 
considered  continental,  which,  on  full  inquiry,  proved 
DOi  to  be  so.  Where  such  errors  have  been  commit- 
ted, they  have  been  corrected,  and  those  improperly 
admitted  have  been  dropped  from  the  list  of  pension- 
ers. It  is  believed  that  the  act  has  been  less  success- 
fully executed  in  regard  to  the  condition  in  life,  as  to 
property,  of  those  who  have  obtained  pensions.  A 
very  great  number  of  communications  have  been  re- 
ceived by  the  Department,  from  respectable  sources, 
whkh  represented  many  of  the  pensioners  to  be  in 
more  affluent  circumstances  than  that  which  the  act 
contemplated.  A  memorandum  was  directed  to  be 
made  of  all  such  cases,  in  order  that  such  as  seemed 
to  require  it  might  be  inquired  into.  In  some  cases, 
whef%  there  appeared  to  be  satisfactory  proof  of  fraud 
or  mistake,  the  pensioners  have  been  dropped  from  the 
roll.  The  impositions  or  mistakes,  if  they  exist,  as  it 
appears  probable  they  do  to  a  considerable  extent, 
hftve  taken  place,  notwithstanding  the  continued  vigi- 
lance of  the  Department.  Impositions  as  to  the  oir- 
cnmstanees  of  the  applicant  were  early  apprehended, 
and,  to  guard  against  them,  the  oath  of  the  applicant 
and  the  certificate  of  the  judge  as  to  his  reduced 
circumstances,  though  not  expressly  required  by  the 
act,  were  required  by  the  regulations  of  the  Depafment. 
But  it  is  obvious,  where  the  judge  has  been  careless, 
or  has  been  imposed  on  by  the  applicant  as  to  his  pro- 
perty, the  Department  can  rarely  have  any  means  in 
Its  power  to  prevent  the  consequence,  but  from  the 
informal  information  or  impression  of  such  persons  as 
may  feel  an  interest  in  the  correct  execution  of  the 
act.  Even  focts  thus  communicated  have  usually  been 
received  after  the  pension  has  been  granted.  There 
fi  another  diffleulty  conneeted  with  ttie  execution  of 
this  part  of  the  act  of  atill  greater  magnitude— I  refer 
to  the  various  constructions  which  difierent  judges 
five  to  the  words  **  in  such  reduced  eixcomstances  in 


life  as  to  need  the  assistance  of  their  country  for  sup- 
port." li  is  believed  the  difference  in  the  construction 
has  been  very  great ;  nor  has  it  been  possible  for  the 
Department  to  give  specific  instructions  to  them  as  to 
their  construction,  as  the  necessi^  of  the  applicant 
does  not  depend  simply  on  the  amount  of  property 
which  he  may  possess,  but  on  many  other  circum- 
stances. His  health  and  bodily  strength ;  the  number 
and  ability  of  his  family  to  aid  in  his  support;  the 
cheapness  or  dearness  of  articles  of  subsistence  in  the 
section  of  the  country  in  which  he  resides ;  and  many 
other  circumstances, — have  a  strong  bearing  on  it. 
In  the  midst  of  these  diflSculties,  the  necessity  of  the 
applicant  must,  in  most  cases,  be  left  to  the  sound 
discretion  of  the  judge. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  amendment  of  which  the  act 
is  susceptible,  by  which  uniformity  of  construction  eaa 
be  secured  on  the  part  of  the  judges,  or  imposition  on 
them  much  diminished,  unless  it  should  be  the  inten* 
tion  of  Congress  to  confine  their  bounty  to  the  lowest 
grade  of  poverty.  Any  condition  above  mere  indi- 
gence would  admit  of  a  latitude  of  construction  ;  and 
it  appears  impossible  to  fix  on  a  particular  amount  in 
value  of  property  to  entitle  the  applicant  to  a  pension 
which  would  be  just  in  its  operation,  or  which  would 
not  involve  great  difiiculty  in  itfl  execution. 
The  number  of  pension  certificates  issued  un- 
der the  law  amounU  to     -        -        -        -    16,270 


The  number  of  claims  received  and  acted  on  is   28,151 
The  number  of  claims  received  and  not  acted 

on  is 404 


ToUl 28,556 


It  is  impossible  to  state  precisely  how  many  have 
been  absolutely  rejected  or  how  many  suspended,  as 
in  some  cases  claims  which  have  been  rejected  have 
afterwards  been  admitted  ;  and  others  which  have  been 
suspended  have  been  finally  rejected.  If,  from  the 
total  number  of  claims  admitted,  be  subtracted  the  total 
number  received  and  acted  on,  the  number  suspended 
or  rejected  will  be  1 1,881.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc. 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Hon.  JosavH  Bloommkld, 

Cfuurman  Com.  Mev*y  Pensions. 


Rules  and  ReguktHoru  for  subsianHating  claims  to 

pensions,  to  be  observed  under  the  law  of  Congress, 

of  the  \^h  of  March,  1818,  viz  .* 

R^uktiion  of  March  26,  1818. — ^The  commissions 
of  officers  and  the  discharges  of  the  regular  soldiers  of 
the  army  of  the  Revolution,  (if  in  existence)  applying 
for  pensions  under  the  above  act  will,  in  every  instance, 
be  furnished  to  the  War  Department ;  and  the  signa- 
tures of  the  reactive  judges  certifying  in  these  cases 
must  be  attested  by  the  seal  of  the  courts  where  such 
judges  reside  ;  the  person  applying  for  pension  to 
declare,  under  oath,  before  the  judge,  that,  from  his 
reduced  circumstances,  he  needs  the  assistance  of  his 
country  for  support. 

Regulation  of  May  27,  1818.— It  is  expected  that 
the  judges  will  certify^  as  well  to  the  reduced  circum- 
stances as  to  the  continued  service  of  nine  months, 
requited  by  the  law  of  the  18th  of  March,  1818 ;  and 
pensions  will  invariably  be  refused  unless  the  declara- 
tions of  the  applieanU  shall  be  accompanied  by  such 
certtf&cates.    The  applications  for  pensions  belonging 
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to  N«w  Htmpthiie,  N«w  York,  PeoDtyWania,  DeU- 
wmro,  Mftpykad,  YirginMi,  North  Cwrolina,  Sooth 
Caroima^^id  Gheorgk,  will  be  delayed  mtU  tether 
evidence  of  their  serrice  thall  have  been  r^ceiTed  from 
the  aereral  ezecotiTe  officers  of  the  States. 

RigultUion  of  June^  1818. — In  a  caae  where  the 
name  of  the  applicant  cannot  he  ibvnd  on  the  roUe, 
the  erklence  required  to  anbetantiate  hia  daim  ia  the 
depoaition  of  two  disinterested  witnesses  as  to  the  ser- 
vice and  diacharg e  of  the  applicant,  oorroboratinf  his 
•wn  statemenL  The  magiatrate  who  administers  the 
oath  mnst  ceitify  to  the  crsdibility  of  the  witnesses, 
aad  the  official  cfaiuracter  and  signature  of  the  magia- 
tiAla  must  be  attested  1^  the  coantj  <slerk,  under  his 
seal  of  office. 

[This  mle  has  extended  to  snch  caaea  only  aaaeemed 
to  require  extraordinary  proof— in  a  case,  for  example, 
where  the  rolla  of  the  regiment  in  which  the  appli- 
cant served  were  complete  fat  the  period  at  which  he 
is  stated  to  have  served,  and  bis  name  conld  not  be 
found ;  and  in  cases  where  the  applicant's  statement 
has  not  agiaed  with  historical  fricta.] 

WESTERN  DEPOT,  Ac 

Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions : 

Whereas,  an  enlightened  and  Hberal  policy  dictates 
the  hnportance  and  propriety  of  rendering  the  naviga- 
ble waterf  of  the  interior  of  oar  common  country  as 
extensively  subeervieat  to  its  commercial  interests  as 
is  practicable ;  and  whereas  the  importance  and  utility 
•f  the  itiajestic  rivers  Mississippi  and  Ohio  would  be 
much  increased  by  the  establishment  of  a  convenient 
piece  of  deposite  near  their  confluence ;  and  whereas 
doubts  are  entertained  as  to  the  eligibility  of  the  site 
at  their  ioMnediato  junction  for  that  purpose :  There- 
fore, 

JUtohedr  That  the  CiWittiittee  on  Roads  and  Canala 
ha  iastrmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  appoint- 
ing a  suitahle  number  of  commissionanB,  to  examine 
that  tract  of  country  lying  between  the  said  rivers, 
with  instructibns  to  report  to  this  House,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  Congress,  a  topoi- 
graphkfei  deasriptian  thereof,  accompanied  with  their 
opinion  as  to  the  most  expedient  plan  of  adapting  a 
suitable  portion  thereof  to  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  the  durability  of  this  Government 
greatly  depends  upon  the  equal  dispensation  of  advan- 
tagea,  1^  Congress,  to  the  dtfiinnent  aectionB  of  our 
Union,  as  well  as  upon  the  virtue  of  the  pe(^ :  and 
whereas  the  North  is  already  provided  with  an  Acad- 
emy, at  which  a  proper  number  of  her  sons  are  taught 
the  military  art,  a  perfect  knowledge  of  which  is  so 
important  to  the  certain  defence  of  our  rights,  and  so 
auspicious  to  the  saving  of  both  the  blood  and  treasure 
of  the  nation:  and  whereas  the  eatabKshment  of  a  Na- 
tional Armory  in  the  West  would,  in  its  operations, 
produce  the  disbursement  of  a  part  of  that  money  in 
the  same  quarter  from  which  it  is  so  profusely  drained, 
by  the  salea  of  thapublic  lands;  and,  at  the  same  thne, 
place  at  the  immediate  command  of  the  Government, 
and  at  a  suiuble  position,  the  necessary  arms  for  the 
defence  ofan  extensive  frontier:  Therefore^ 

Be  it  further  resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Aflaiis  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
en<^  of  requiring  the  said  commissionen  to  examine 
if  there  be  a  suitable  situation  foir  a  Military  Academy 
and  National  Armory  near  the  junction  of  the  afore- 
aaid  riveis;  and  aUo  to  examine  and  asosrtain  the 


probable  metallic  reaourcas  of  the  surrounding  oevn- 
tiy,  not  exceeding  fifty  miles  distance  from  the  coii#u> 
ence  aforesaid,  suitable  for -munitions  of  war,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  House,  with  the  report  before 
required. 

And  the  question  having  been  stated,  **  Will  the 
House  DOW  proceed  to  consider  the  same  ?" 

Mr.  Cook  said,  in  ofieriujg  these  resolutions, 
which  did  not  call  for  a  decisive  expression  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  House  as  to  the  expediency  of 
the  Bieasures  they  proposed^  but  simply  to  mFile 
inquiry,  it  was  not  his  original  intention  to  ha^e 
said  any  thing  upon  the  siMijecf.  But,  said  he,  ma 
erery  picopoMtion  which  may  produce  the  expendir 
ture  or  puntic  money  in  its  ultimate  consequeneei^ 
seems,  as  it  should  oe,  to  be  met  at  the  threafac^ 
and  scrutinized  with  caution,  it  may  not  tberefotfe 
be  improper  to  explain,  in  a  cursoiy  manner,  some 
of  those  inducements  which  have  led  to  these  pro- 
positions. 

In  doinff  so,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  wiU  be  necessary  to 
premise,  that  the  peninsula  or  point  formed  by  the 

Function  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  is  thought  to 
»e  too  low  to  be  useful  as  a  permanent  place  of 
deposite.  Of  this  fact,  however,  it  is  proposed  that 
Congress  shall  be  informed  bv  the  report  of  the 
Commissioners.  But,  although  this  is  oelieved  to 
be  the  fact,  it  is  universally;  admitted  that  that  de- 
fect may  be  remedied,  at  an  inconsiderable  expense, 
by  connecting  these  rivers  a  short  distance  abo^e 
their  natural  junction.  And  of  this  fact,  also,  it  is 
proposed  to  inform  Congress  by  the  report  of  the 
same  Commissioners.  And.  sir,  when  the  ere  is 
cast  oyer  the  vast  extent  of  fertue  country,  wnidi 
finds  its  numerous  commercial  hi^ways  concen- 
trating at  this  point,  and  more  especially  since  the 
employment  of  steam  power  in  facilitating  that 
commerce,  is  not  the  attention  at  once  riretted  to 
this  position,  and  its  improvement  su^ested  as  a 
mnd  desideratum  to  the  commerce  oithe  West  ? 
Sir,  the  voice  of  the  West  has  not  been  silent  on 
this  subject.  The  public  prints  and  the  tongrues  of 
intelligent  men  have  both  been  employed  in  en- 
deavoring to  bring  this  subject  before  the  commu- 
nity^ as  one  deserving  their  peculiar  attention. 

If  we  look  to  the  East  ana  to  the  North,  we  be- 
hold the  Ohio,  and  its  every  tributary  branch  thnt 
is  navigable,  pointing  there^  as  the  proper  place  at 
which  to  transfer  the  cugoes  of  their  small  and 
slender  boats  to  those  more  sturdy  and  substantiaL 
which  ride  the  Mississippi.  If  we  look  West  ana 
North  a^in,  the  Missouri  to  the  Tdkrw  Stone^ 
the  Mississippi  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anthony,  and 
the  Hlinois  to  the  bosom  of  the  Lakes,  are  perform- 
ing the  same  admonitory  office.  And  the  truth  of 
these  admonitions  has,  unfprtunately  for  the  West, 
been  distressingly  verified  during  thelast  year.  The 
folly  of  attempting  to  carry  on  an  uninterrupted 
intercourse  between  these  streams  on  which  the 
"  little  boats"  may  safely  venture  and  New  Or- 
leans, by  means  of  the  ordinary  steamboats,  has 
been  too  fully  demons^ated  of  late.  The  Okie 
and  Mississii^,  above  their  confluence,  althoo^ 
occasionally  presentiBg  a  spectacle  equally  inl«r^ 
esting  to  the  farmer  and  ^eaMrokam,  during  the 
last  season,  owing  to  that  unfortunate  attempt  ta 
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carry  on  this  uainterrapted  iiitercoar8e>.haTe  pre- 
s^ted  a  spectacle  of  notmnff  but  gloom,  portending 
distress  to  every  class  of  tne  community.  Those 
sireams,  the  chaaneb  of  an  occasionally  animafed 
commerce,  hare,  during  the  last  season,  been,  as  it 
were,  a  crowded  dry^lock.  Vessels,  too  large  in 
their  canstruction  for  those  wmters,  are  even  now 
to  be  seen  lying  aground,  which  hare  not  mdved 
fof  months  past  Establish,  then,  but  an  interme- 
diate place  of  deposite,  and  boats  of  a  poper  size 
will  keep  within  their  nroper  sphere.  Tne  produce 
of  the  £urmer  will  no  loi^^er  he  mouldering  on  the 
water,  and  the  ma^hant  m  due  season  will  receiye 
his  returning  supplies.  I  do  conceive  it  important, 
therefore,  Mr.  8peate,  to  the  prosperity  of  the  West- 
em  commerce,  that  a  permanent  place  of  deposite 
be  established  at  that  pjoint^  And,  while  I  enter- 
tain the  opinion  that  a  just  proportion  c^  the  funds 
of  the  country  cannot  be  better  employed  than  in 
promotiaig  its  internal  improvement,  I  hav«  en- 
oeavored  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  H[ou8e  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  avoid  coming  in  conflict  with 
the  Constitution.  Eor,  Mr.  Speucer,  if  wecanaot 
appropriate  th^  money  in  the  Treasury,  we  can  a 
certain  per  centum  on  the  sales  of  the  publie  lands 
withiB  the  State  to  that  o^ect.  To  this,  it  is 
believed,  there  would  be  no  GonstiUitional  imped- 
imenL  The  uniform  practice  of  the  Government 
would  sanction  it 

But,  sir,  froni  the  resolutions  before  you,  it  will 
be  seen,  that  my  views  on  this  sul]|jeetare  not  con- 
fined to  the  commercial  deposite.  For  although  I 
view  that  as  an  object  of  the  last  importance  to 
the  West,  the  accomplishment  of  which  would 
impart  new  life  to  the  agricultural  as  well  as  the 
commercial  spirit  of  the  country,  yet  I  consider  the 
establishment  of  an  academy  and  armory  as  objects 
of  much  importance,  both  to  the  Government  at 
large,  and  to  the  people  of  that  section  in  particular. 
It  is  important  to  the  Government,  because  it  would 
have  a  happy  tendency  to  remove  any  jealousy 
which  may  have  arisen  with  these  people  in  con- 
sequoELce  of  their  having  so  long  expected  those 
establishments  without  having  those  expectations 
realized.  It  is  important  to  them  in  particular, 
because  of  its  numerous  local  advantages.  Buti 
above  all,  when  we  survey  that  vast  extent  of 
frpntier  which  lies  exposed  to  hostile  invasion,  and 
reflect  that  the  means  of  defending  it.  must,  in  a 
great  degree,  be  drawn  from  the  West,  can  we  do 
otherwise  than  aeknovdedge  the  importance  of 
having  a  proper  knowledge  of  the  military  art  cul- 
tivated amongst  us?  I  mean,  sir,  that  knowledge 
which  will  enable  us  to  select  competent  officers 
from  amongst  ourselves,  who,  from  education, 
habit,-and  similarity  of  climate,  will  know  how  to 
lead  us  on  to  victory  ?  who  will  know  how  to  com- 
mand aright  in  the  hour  of  conflict  ?  In  this  point 
of  view,  I  think  it  important  to  have  a  miCtary 
a^demy  in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North. 

The  establishment  of  a  nation<al  armory  in  that 
^^arter  I  also  oonsidar  of  suffioknt  io^portaace  to 
neril  tha  att(»nlion  of  the  Gk>vcnuneBt.  Thai 
thoM  aaB9^^o«ild  be  conveaieat  to  thowpoints^ 
which. are  moat  .vulnarableilot^tbe  «i«my*waKvali» 
Wcdmitlad.   And  w^«rf,<  i<iiCMl4i«ak^0M  #wy 


be  manufactured  so  as  to  be  transported  to  so  many 
points  with  greater  facility  than  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio?  Sir,  if  the  Government  must  have 
arms,  and  that  point  is  as  convenient  as  any  that 
can  be  selected,  why  not  employ  the  capital  neces- 
sary to  carry  on  the  manufactory  in  that  section 
of  the  country  ?  Daily  is  the  Grovemment  drain- 
ing the  West  of  its  circulating  medium,  while  but 
litUe  of  that  medium  is  again  disbursed  amongst 
us.  If  the  arms  necessary  ibr  the  use  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  that  quarter  of  our  Union  can  be  sup* 
plied,  as  I  do  verily  believe  they  can,  there,  I  sub- 
mit, sir,  if  they  have  not  some  claims  to  furnish 
them  ?  Would  it  not  be  received  as  an  evidence 
of  the  equal  justice  of  Congress  7  Would  it  not 
also  have  a  happy  efibct  in  reconciling  local  jeal* 
ousies  1  And  it  would  also  be  the  means  of  keep- 
ing amongst  us  a  small  proportion  of  the  money 
which  we  are  daily  Advancing  to  the  Government 
for  our  lands ;  and  this,  sir,  though  last,  is  not  the 
least  important  view  ot  this  subject. 

Until  the  resolutions  were  on  your  table,  I  did 
not  intend,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  said  anv  thing  in 
relation  to  them ;  but,  having  changed  tnat  deter- 
mination, I  hope  what  I  have  said  will  secure  to 
them  the  consideration  of  the  House,  and  that, 
when  considered,  they  will  be  adopted. 

[On  the  question  being  put,  the  House  refuted 
to  consider  the  resolutions.] 


Wednesday,  January  5. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  a  board  of 
managers  appointed  at  a  meeting  lately  held  in 
the  city  of^Washington,  of  a  number  ot  citizens 
of  the  United  States  friendly  to  vaccination,  pmv- 
ing  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  the  better  to  enable 
them  to  carry  into  e£Eect  the  plan  and  the  benevo- 
lent purpcfies  for  which  their  association  has  been 
formed ;  which  was  referred  to  a  sdect  commit 
tee;  and  Messrs.  Kent,  Smitb,  of  North  Cafo- 
Una,  Abbot,  Bcbwsll,  and  Batbiow^  wene  ap- 
pointed the  said,  coauniltct. 

Mr.  WiLUAMB,  from  the  Committee  of  ClaiBas, 
made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  patitioo  of 
Ambrose  Whitlock,  whicK  was  read,  and,  after  an 
ineffectual  attempt  by  Mr.  Strotheb  to  have  the 
report  reversed  and  made  iavorable  to  tiie  prayer 
ofthe  petitioner,  the  report  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arovbr,  the  Message  of  tfaa 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated  January  1^ 
1813,  oonuBunicating  a  law  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  in  relation  to  the4]Jheaa- 
peake  and  Delaware  canal,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canals,  and  they  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  ex- 
tending the  aid  of  Government  towards  uniting 
the  waters  of  the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WooDBRiDOE,  the  CommitDea 
on  tiie  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  oansing  a  distribution  of  a  coaa* 
petsBl  number  of  entire  s^ts  of  the  laws  of  the 
United  dmts  witiMU  the  Tarrilory  of  Michigaa. 

0»  motion  of  Mr.  Sloaw,  the  CoaMaitte^  on  the 
Public  Landrweie  iBi*«elcd  to  nowteialiahe 
mifHeucf^  of  pujiittiigJbylatw^  fbfAe  a«W«(Pthe 
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thirteen  sections  of  land  in  the  district  of  Canton, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  which  were  resenred  for  the 
use  of  the  Delaware  tribe  of  Indians,  and  re- 
linquished to  the  United  States  by  said  Indians, 
in  the  treaty  concluded  at  the  foot  of  the  Rapids 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  on  the  29th  Septem- 
ber, 1817. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bil)s  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A. 
Dix,"  and  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported 
into  Castine ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  said  bills  were,  respectirely,  read  twice, 
and  referred,  the  first  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  the  second  to-  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

The  Committee  on  Manufactures  were  dis- 
charged from  a  consideration  of  so  much  of  the 
memorial  of  the  merchants  and  other  inhabitants 
of  Baltimore,  presented  on  the  3d  instant,  as  re- 
lates to  the  African  slave  trade,  piracy,  ^nd  priva- 
teering; and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  following  engrossed  bills  were  severally 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  viz :  The  bill  for 
the  relief  of  James  Hughes ;  the  bill  for  the  rdief 
of  the  representative  (H*  Philip  Barbour ;  and  the 
bill  for  tne  relief  of  Anthonj  Burk. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of^^the  legal  representa- 
tive of  the  late  Colonel  Daniel  Appling  was  read 
the  third  time ;  and^  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
bill  pass  ?  it  was  decided  in  the  negative.  So  the 
bill  was  rejected. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  state- 
ment of  the  expenditure  and  application  of  such 
moneys  as  have  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  on 
account  of  the  War  Department  for  one  year,  end- 
ing the  30th  September,  1819,  in  virtue  of  the 
aets  of  appropriation  of  1819 ;  and  of  unexpended 
balances  of  former  appropriations  remaimng  in 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  October,  1818 ;  which  was 
ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

ARMY  AND  NAVY. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Q^uarles,  it  was 
Reiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedieocy 
of  reorganizing  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  duABLBB  said,  in  regard  to  this  resolution, 
that  justice  to  the  officers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  those  concerned  in  its  organi- 
zation, as  well  as  to  satisfy  the  wish  of  the  peo|de 
of  this  nation,  the  investigation  contemplated  in 
thb  resolution  was  required.  If  we  have  an  army 
of  officers  and  privates,  properly  proportioned,  its 
eharacter  ought  to  be  reinstated  to  that  part  or  the 
nation  who  entertain  a  different  sentiment ;  on  the 
contrary,  if  we  have  an  army  of  officers  almost 
exclusively,  and  which  is  drawing  large  sums  of 
money  imfnroperly  from  the  public  Treasury,  the 
country  should  know  it,  and  the  evil  be  remedied.] 
On  motion  of  Mr.  QtUabum,  it  was 
Rmi90d,  That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affiun 


be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi^M^  oft 
pending,  for  a  limited  time,  so  much  of  the  stamd- 
ing  appropriation  of  one  inillion  of  dollars  for  the 
increase  of  the  Navy,  as  may  be  consistent  with 
the  public  service;  and  also  to  inquire  whether 
any  other  reduction  of  the  expenses  of  the  Nary 
can  be  made,  consistent  with  the  public  service. 

[In  introducing  this  resolv^  Mr.  ^  said,  it  ap- 
peared that  the  resources -of  the  country  and  our 
embarrassed  condition  called  aloud  for  the  retrench- 
ment of  our  expenses ;  and  although  he  was  ai 
much  disposed  as  any  man  to  cherish  and  encour- 
age the  iVavy  of  our  country,  whose  gallantry  hmd 
on  all  occasions  given  such  Vendor  to  the  Ameri- 
can arms,  it  seemed  to  him  well  worthy  the  coa- 
sideration  of  Congress  whether  we  may'  not  do  too 
much.  We  appropriate,  said  he,  81^^000,000  for 
the  increase  of  the  Navy  annually.  This  sum  is 
employed  exclusively  in  building  new  rtaath. 
These  vessels,  when  completed,  have  to  be  manned, 
which  is  another  source  of  expense,  and  by  ^ 
vessels  being  built,  and  the  coni^uent  ezpenae  df 
manning  them,  we  are  accumulating  an  atanning 
annual  expenditure.  Does  not  prudence  dictate 
that  we  pause  awhile,  and  inquire  whether  the 
nation  had  not  better  omit  so  much  of  the  appro- 
priation as  applies  to  building  the  vessels ;  and,  if 
It  should  be  thought  proper,  procure  materials  and 
have  them  in  a  state  of  preparation,  when  oni 
country^  has  more  control  of  funds,  or  the  situa- 
tion or  the  nation  shall  justify  it,  and  make  it  im- 
periouslv  necessary;  then  recommence  tl»&  boildiBg 
of  vessels.] 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  Committee  of  Ejections, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  RoUin  C. 
Maliary,  contesting  the  election  of  Orsamus  C. 
Merrill,  a  member  from  Vermont,  made  a  report 
favorable  to  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner,  and  con- 
cluding by  recommending  the  adoption  of  two  res- 
olutions— the  first  declaring  ^t  Mr.  Merrill  is 
not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  the  second, 
that  Mr.  Maliary  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House. 

The  report  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House— Mr.  Maliary  was  ordered  to 
have  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  House  duriiw 
the  consideration  of  the  report ;  and  Mr.  Merc^S 
defence,  with  the  other  papers,  ordered  to  be 
printed. — The  report  is  as  follows  : 

The  Committss  of  Elections,  to  whom  wss  reftmd 
the  petition  of  Rollin  C.  Maliary,  contesting  the  elee- 
tion  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill,  who  b  returnea  as  one  of 
the  RepresenUtives  of  the  dtsto  of  Vemiont  in  Che 
present  Congress,  sad  praying  to  be  sdmittad  to  a  ssst 
in  his  stesd,  have  had  the  same  under  considerstioo. 
and  report :  * 

That  the  law  of  Vermont  reqoires  that,  sfler  the 
poll  of  the  election  shall  be  closed,  and  the  result  ss- 
cerUined,  s  certificate  of  the  namber  of  votes  given 
for  esch  candidate,  (of  which  a  record  shall  be  marfe 
in  the  town  clerk's  office,)  signed  by  the  prestding  of- 
ficer, shaU  be  by  him  sealed  up  snd  sapencribed,  sad 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  ReprasenUtivs  of  the  ssms  sr 
sn  sdJoiniDg  town,  who  shall  deliver  it  to  a  canvaaMSg 
committee,  to  be  ehosen  by  the  General  AsseaiUy. 
Thai  the  eommittss  shdJ,  oi^  ths  UsndajasKl  AlWir- 
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ing  the  second  Thnnday  of  October,  sort  and  count 
such  ToteSf  and  sfasU  declare  the  six  persons  having 
the  greatest  nmnber  of  Totes  dnlj  elected  as  Represen- 
tatiTes  to  represent  the  8tate  in  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
Chief  Magistrate  of  the  said  State.  The  canvassing 
ooamittee  are  required  to  make -a  list  of  the  certificates 
bj  them  considered  Ifgal,  and  also  a  list  of  sach  votes 
as  are  deemed  illegal,  and  lodge  a  copy  thereof  with 
the  clerk  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  the  original 
certificates  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  be  by  him 
mesenred  until  after  the  first  session  of  the  Congress 
n>r  which  the  election  was  held.  The  Governor  is  re- 
quired to  execute  proper  credentials  to  the  persons 
dedared  to  be  elected  agreeably  to  the  said  act. 

The  election  in  that  State  for  Representatives  in  the 
present  Congress,  was  held  by  general  ticket  on  the 
fifst  Tuesd^  of  September,  1818,  under  the  said  elee- 
tjon  law.  Thirteen  candidates  were  supported  by  the 
freemen  at  the  said  election.  The  canvassing  com- 
mittee, in  executing  the  dutv  required  of  them  by  the 
•et  above  mentioned,  counted  and  allowed  to  the  sitting 
member  six  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and 
to  the  petitioner  six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-eight votes.  They  rejected,  of  the  votes  returned 
tar  the  sitting  member,  in  the  town  of  Wardsborough, 
twenty-four,  and  in  the  town  of  Berlin,  fifty-nine. 
They  rejected,  of  the  votes  returned  for  the  petitioner, 
in  Fairnaven«  ninety  and  in  Plymouth,  forty-two. 
These  votes  are  claimed  by  the  petitioner.  He  also 
claims  to  be  allowed  the  following  votes,  which,  from 
the  copies  of  the  town  records  laid  before  the  oommit- 
tee,  appear  to  have  been  given  in  his  favor  according 
to  law,  but  which  were  not  returned  to  the  canvassing 
committee.  In  Woodbury,  fifty-eiz,  and  in  Goshen, 
twenty-seven.  If  the  votes  in  these  four  towns  be  added 
to  the  poll  of  the  petitioner,  it  will  give  him  fifty-seven 
votes  over  the  sitting  member,  even  if  the  Wards- 
borough  and  Berlin  votes  be  coupted  in  his  favor.  The 
petitioner  admits  that  these  votes  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  the  sitting  member ;  but  no  evidence  of  their  legality 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

It  is  sufficiently  proved  that,  in  Fairhaven,  Plymouth, 
Woodbury,  and  Goshen,  the  votes  were  given  accord- 
ing to  law,  and  certificates  thereof  were  duly  recorded 
in  the  town  clerk's  office  of  the  several  towns.  But 
the  presiding  officer  of  the  election  in  Fairhaven  did 
not,  as  the  law  directs,  seal  up  the  certificate  of  votes 
after  it  had  been  recorded  in  ^e  clerk's  office,  but  sent 
it  unsealed  to  the  canvassing  committee.  For  this 
cause  it  was  by  them  rejected.  No  fraud  is  alleged, 
nor  has  the  mistake  done  any  ii^nry  to  the  sitting 
member.  The  town  clerk's  record  is  doubtless  designed 
to  guard  against  fraud.  And  it  has  not  been  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  allow  votes 
given  legally  to  be  defeated  by  the  mistake  or  negli- 
gence of  a  returning  officer,  especially  in  mere  matter 
of  form.  The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  votes 
of  this  town  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  petitioner. 

llie  votes  of  Plymouth  were  rejected  by  the  can- 
vassing committee  on  account  of  the  informality  of  the 
certificate  of  the  presiding  officer.    It  is  as  follows : 
**  Voie$fcr  Repre»eniaiiv$9  to,  Congnm. 
Mark  Richards     -        -        -        -        48  votes. 
Rollin  C  Mallary  ....        48 
William  Stroi^     .        .        .        .        4S 
Charles  Rich          -        -        -       ^        48 
William  A.  GrisweM     ...        48 
John  Peck 48 


At  a  freemen's  meeting  legally  warned,  and  holden 
in  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  1818, 
the  above  gentlemen  were  voted  for  Representatives  to 
Congress.     Plymouth,  September,  1818. 

LEVI  SLACK,  CofutabU. 
M03E8  PRIEST, 
Town  Clerk  of  Plymouth:' 
According  to  the  statute,  the  certificate  ought  to 
have  been  thus : 

~  "  At  a  freemen's  meeting  legally  warned,  and  holden 
at  Plymouth  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  September,  A.  D. 
1818,  the  votes  for  Representatives  to  Congress  having 
been  duly  taken,  sorted,  and  counted,  the  following 
persons  had  the  number  of  votes  annexed  to  their 
names,  respectively : 

Mark  Richards       -        -        -        -        48  votes. 
Rollin  C.  Mallary  -        -        -        -        43 
William  Strong     -        -        -        -        48 
Charles  Rich         ....        48 
William  A.  Griswold     -        -        -        48 

John  Peck 48 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Plymouth,  this  first  Tues- 
day of  August,  A.  D.  1818. 

LEVI  SLACK,/r#/  Constable." 
The  Committee  of  Elections  are  of  opinion  that  the 
form  nrescribed  has  been  substantially  adhered  to,  and 
that  the  votes  ought  to  have  been  received  and  counted 
by  the  canvassing  committee.  It  moreover  appears 
that  the  town  clerk's  record  is  strictly  formal,  and  that 
Levi  Slack  was  first  constable.  These  votes,  also,  are 
to  be  added  to  the  petitioner's  poll. 

In  the  town  of  Woodbury,  fifty-six  votes  were  given 
for  the  petitioner,  and  a  record  thereof  was  duly  made 
in  the  town  clerk's  office,  but  in  the  certificate  sent  to 
the  canvassing  committee,  through  the  mistake  of  the 
presiding  officer,  the  names  of  Rollin  C.  Mallary  and 
Charles  Rich  were  omitted,  and  the  names  of  Pliny 
Smith,  Thomas  Crawford,  and  Thomas  Hammond 
who  were  candidates  for  the  office  of  councillors  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  but  in  whose  fovor  not  one  vote 
was  given  for  Representatives  to  Congress,  were  in- 
serted. The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  error 
ought  to  be  corrected,  more  especially  as  there  exista 
a  record,  the  verity  of  which  is  not  impsached,  by 
which  the  correction  can  be  made. 

In  Goshen,  twenty-seven  votes  were  givea  for  tim 
petitioner,  and  one  vote  for  the  sitting  member.  Tie 
certificate  of  the  election  was  made  in  due  fofcm,  aiiid 
recorded  in  the  town  clerk's  office.  The  original  wae» 
acGording  to  law,  delivered  to  the  representative  of  the 
town  te  the  General  Assembly,  whose  doty  it  waa  to  de- 
liver it  to  the  canvassing  ooamittee.  Frem  some  oauee» 
which  does  not  eppear,  he  neglected  to  attend  the  Gen* 
era!  Assembly,  and  did  not  send  it  by  a  lepreesntative 
of  an  adioining  town,  because,  as  he  alleges,  such  rep- 
reeenUUve  left  home  for  the  General  Assembly  at  aa 
earlier  di^^  than  usnaL  The  certifioaU  still  mmaine 
in  hit  possession.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections  that  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  votee  of  this  town  hj  reason  of  the  votee 
above  mentioned.  The  votee  of  Woodbury  and  Goshes 
are  therefore  added  to  the  petitioner's  poll. 


The  committee  annex  to  this  report  a  brief  state- 

ent  prssented  bv  the  petitioner  in  support  of  his 

petition,  marked  A.    Also,  an  answer  to  the  same, 

premnted  by  the  sitting  member,  marked  B,  and  le- 

speotfiilly  submit  the  follewing  resolutions  : 

Ruolvedt  That  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  is  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  flense. 
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Resolved,  That  Rollin  C.  Mallary  it  entitled  to  a 
seat  in  this  House. 

A. 

Remarks  of  Petitioner. 

Hon.  JoHH  W.  Tatlor, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Elections  : 

The  fifth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  provides  "  that  each  House 
(of  Congress)  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elections,  re- 
turns, ScCf  of  its  own  members." 

It  is  respectfully  considered  that  the  term  *'  elec- 
tion," in  a  political  sense,  must  mean  the  designation 
or  choice  of  a  person  to  perform  the  duties  of  some 
ofiice.  An  *' election"  is  an  act  performed  by  free- 
men possessing  proper  qualifications.  The  manner 
of  performing  it  is  immaterial,  only  as  it  may,  or  not, 
be  sanctioned  by  some  particular  law.  If  by  viva  voce, 
when  the  declaration  of  the  electors  is  made,  the  elec- 
tion is  complete.  If  by  ballots,  when  these  are  depos- 
ited by  the  people  in  the  custody  of  the  legal  receiver, 
the  designation  is  consummated.  The  electing  power 
has  then  performed  its  oflice.  The  choice  is  perfect. 
All  that  follows  is  but  the  collection  or  preparation  of 
evidence  to  ascertain  the  fact. 

The  sorting,  counting,  and  recording  of  the  ballots 
by  town  officers,  and  the  re-examination  and  computa- 
tion by  others,  are  but  so  many  steps  taken  not  to 
make  or  complete  an  election,  but  to  discover  in  what 
manner  it  has  terminated. 

To  judge  of  an  election,  therefore,  must,  of  neces- 
sity, imply  the  right  of  taking  cognizance  of  the  exer- 
cise of  the  electing  power  ;  of  this,  also,  at  the  time 
when  the  designation  is  accomplished  by  the  sufifrages 
of  the  freemen. 

The  laws  of  individual  States,  from  convenience  or 
necessity,  created  a  tribunal  to  determine  for  them- 
selves, in  the  first  instance,  the  election  of  representa- 
tives. They  have  determined  what  shall  be  the  evi- 
dence, and  when  produced.  If  no  one  is  injured,  no 
reason  exists  for  a  re-examination. 

It  is  true  that  the  laws  of  a  State  may  be  binding 
on  Congress  when  supported  by  the  Constitution. 
That  instrument  has  defined  the  limits  of  State  power 
on  this  subject.  It  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  quali- 
fications of  electors,  the  times,  places,  and  manner  of 
holding  elections.  A  State  cannot  prescribe  to  the 
Honae  the  rules  of  evidence,  nor  the  time  when  that 
evidence  shall  be  produced.  It  cannot  declare  that 
the  report  of  a  canvassing  committee  shall  be  conelu- 
siTe  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  nor  the  testimony  on 
wkidi  it  is  founded,  is  all  that  may  be  used. 

By  the  laws  of  Vermont,  all  the  provisions  for  se- 
emkig  the  evidence  of  an  election  are  calculated  solely 
for  the  8Ule  tribunal.  The  power  of  the  House  to 
interfere  is  not  ecknowledged.  It  would  be  unreason- 
able to  say  that  the  House  should  be  bound  by  laws 
never  intended  to  operate  on  its  privileges ;  and,  if 
intended  so  to  operate,  mast  be  nugatory.  It  cannot 
be  inferred  that,  because  the  canvassing  committee  are 
reared  to  receive  the  certificate  of  a  town  clerk  or 
constable  as  evidence,  Confrees  is  to  receive  no  other. 

Again,  each  House  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion. How  can  this  be  done  if  the  State  authority 
has  the  power  to  create  an  intervening  obstacle  t  Hew 
can  the  Heuse  j«4ge  of  a  fact  which  they  are  not  ai-» 
lowed  to  ezaniae  1  How  are  they  capable  ef  jodgiaf  , 
if  the  errors  and  i^istakes  of  eteiy  petty  officer  throogh 
whose  hands  the  soffirages  of  the  freemen  m«tt  peis^ 


are  to  be  a  perpetual  bar  to  all  knowledge  of  the  ori- 
ginal transaction  t  To  have  the  right  to  judge  of  an 
election,  and  not  to  be  allowed  to  approach  it ;  to  be 
governed  by  the  voice  of  the  electors,  and  not  be  per^ 
mitted  to  hear  it,  must  appear  deeply  laden  with  in- 
consistency. 

I  have  understood  that  a  distinction  is  to  be  taken 
between  the  cases  of  votes  illegally  returned  by  the 
town  officers,  and,  on  that  account,  not  allowed  by  the 
canvassing  committee,  and  the  cases  where  votes  were 
given  by  the  freemen,  and  not  returned  at  all.  The 
latter  was  the  fact  as  relates  to  the  votes  of  Groshen 
and  partof  the  votes  of  Woodbury.  This  is  explained 
by  the  evidence. 

It  seems  rational  that  a  return,  manifestly  illegal, 
must  be  the  same  as  no  return  at  all.  It  appears  dif- 
ficult to  discofer  a  legal  or  equitable  difference  be- 
tween a  neglect  to  return  the  votes  of  the  6«emen, 
and  a  return  so  defective  that  no  notice  can  be  taken 
of  it. 

Hence,  it  is  respectfully  inferred  that  an  election  is 
complete  when  the  electors  have  delivered  their  snf- 
fragcs  or  ballots  into  the  hands  of  the  legal  depositoty. 
That  no  mistakes  or  neglects  of  the  agents  of  the 
freemen  can  alter  or  annihilate  the  fact.  That  no 
power  exists,  or  can  exist,  to  prevent  the  House  firom 
ascertaining  that  fact  by  such  evidence  as  it  may 
choose  to  admit. 

A  different  construction  would  deprive  that  body  of 
one  of  the  most  salutary  restraints  upon  ignorance 
aud  corruption,  and  would  rob  the  eleeWrsef  the  most 
effectual  safeguard  to  their  political  rights.  It  wonld, 
in  effect,  be  an  admission  that  the  honotaVIe  Hease 
must  be  composed  of  such  as  the  officers  of  towns  and 
counties  should  thiuk  proper  to  send,  and  not  those 
whom  the  freemen,  by  their  suffrages,  had  eleeted. 

The  proceedings  in  the  State  may  always  be  con- 
sidered, prima  facie,  correct.  If  no  impeadiment  is 
offered,  they  need  not  be  doubted. 

But  few  decisions  have  come  to  my  knowledge.  All 
that  may  have  an  influence  on  the  present  case  mU 
readily  present  themselves  to  the  minds  of  the  honor- 
able committee. 

Permit  me,  however,  respectfully  to  refer  to  the  case 
of  Willoughby  and  Smith,  from  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  votes  of  the  electors  were  given  for  ••Willoughby, 
junior."  A  part  were  returned  by  the  inspectors  as 
having  been  given  for  "  Willoughby.^'  Smith  was 
declared  elected  by  the  State  atithority.  The  House 
received  evidence  to  prove  for  whom  the  votes  were 
given  by  the  freemen. 

The  name  is  descriptio  persorue.  The  addition  of 
junior  describes  another  person,  as  different  as  Ham- 
mond and  Mallary.  To  correct  one  reqnires  no  more 
power  than  the  correctiAi  of  the  other.  I  make  a  re- 
ference to  the  evidence  from  Woodbury:  Crawibrd, 
Smith,  and  Hammond,  were  returned  to  the  canvaaa- 
ing  committee  by  the  officers  of  that  town,  in  the  room 
of  Rich  and  Mallary.  To  the  latter  persons  the  votes 
of  the  people  of  that  town  were  given. 

I  understand  that  the  qualifications  of  freemen,  at 
the  time  they  appeared  at  the  poll,  have  been  after 
examined  by  the  House.  It  is  submitted  whether  this 
is  not  decidedly  more  independent  of  State  aniheritles, 
a  greater  extension  of  the  right/ of  jndging,  than  the 
simple  allowance  of  the  undisputed  votes  oif  the  elec- 
tors, which,  by*  the  negligence  of  their  aervanttf,  had 
;  not  been  returned  in  season  for  eomputatie*. 

It  is  said  that,  in  1804,  it  case  from  G««rg<iswat  de- 
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cided,  that  mmus  to  have  aome  relation  to  the  princi- 
ple embraced  in  the  present.  A  reference  ia  made  to 
that  case  in  the  report  of  the  honorable  Committee  of 
Blectiona  in  1817.  By  the  laws  of  that  Sute,  the 
▼otee  are  to  be  returned  within  a  given  nnmber  ef 
days.  Some  of  the  votes  for  one  candidate  were  not 
retamed  within  the  limited  time.  The  peraon  for 
whom  a  leaser  number  of  votes  were  given,  was  de- 
clared elected.  The  votes  given  for  the  other,  and 
not  seasonably  returned,  were  allowed  by  the  House, 
and  the  person  for  whom  they  were  given  was  admit- 
ted to  his  seat 

Should^  therefore,  the  honorable  House  be  pleaaed 
to  inquire  whether  Mr.  Merrill  or  your  petitioner  was 
electeid  by  the  freemen  of  Vermont,  the  following  state- 
ment of  foots,  it  is  believed,  will  be  supported  by  am- 
ple testimony : 

The  dtate  of  Vermont  was  entitled  to  six  members. 
The  election  was  by  general  ticket.  The  six  who  re- 
ceived the  greatest  number  of  votes  were  elected: 
Messrs.  Rich,  Crafts,  Strong,  and  Meach,  were  choeen, 
to  whom  no  opposition  can  be  made.  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
sizth,  received  the  least  number  of  votes  of  any  one 
declared  elected ;  his  seat  is  the  one  contested. 

The  whole  number  of  votes  counted  to  Messrs.  Mer- 
rill, Griswold,  and  Mallary,  is  as  follows.  From  the 
state  of  the  poll,  these  are  the  only  persons  con- 
cerned : 

MerriiL  GrUvoold.  MaUary, 
6,956        6,908         6,879 
The  votes  given  in  the  fol- 
lowing towns  were  not 
counted,  via : 
Woodbury     - 
Faifhaven 
Goshen  •       ^ 
Plymouth 

6,956       7,067         7094 
Which  gives  Mr.  Mallary  27  votes  over  Mr.  Oriswold. 
It  gives  Mr.  Mallary  over  Mr.  Merrill      -        -       189 
It  is  said  that  Mr.  Merrill  lost  in  Beriin        69 
Do.  do.    in  Wardsborough    24 

—      83 

Which  leaves  Mr.  Mallary  over  Mr.  Merrill  •  56 
when  all  are  counted,  exclusive  of  the  eight  votee 
given  Mr.  MsHary  in  Mansfield. 

The  votee  In  Beriin  and  Wardsborough  were  un- 
doubtedly given  for  Mr.  Merrill,  and  he  is  entitled  to 
their  allowance. 

The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  testimony : 

1.  The  copy  of  canvass  rolls.  This  shows  the  whole 
B«mber  of  votes  allowed  to  each  candidate.  It  gives 
copies  of  the  certificates  from  Fairhaven,  Woodbury, 
Plymouth,  and  Biansfield.  It  shows  that  no  votes 
were  counted  for  Mr.  Mallary  from  Fairtiaven,  Ply- 
aciith,  Woodbury,  Goehen,  and  Manefleld. 

2.  In  Woodbury,  Richards,  Mallary,  Rich,  Strong, 
Grknold,  and  Peck,  each  had  fifty-eix  votee. 

The  officers  in  Woodbury,  in  making  out  the  certi- 
ficate, which  was  returned  to  the  canvaesing  eommit- 
lee,  omitted  the  names  of  Rich  and  Mallary,  and  re- 
turned, in  the  room  of  them,  the  names  of  *«  Crawford, 
Smith,  and  Hammond,*'  for  whom  no  votes  were 
given. 

Mr.  Griswold's  were  returned  and  counted ;  Mr. 
Mallary's  were  not.  By  the  statement  from  the  can- 
vftss rolls,  it  appeart  that  Griswold  had  counted  twenty- 
16th  Coif.  1st  Sfifls.— 28 


66 

90 

90 
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27 

42 

42 

nine  votes  more  than  Mallary.  By  allowing  Mallary 
the  fif\y-six  votes  given  for  him  in  Woodburyr  Mal- 
lary will  have  over  Griswold  twenty-seven  votes.  Mr. 
Gciswold's  pretensions  will  then  be  set  aside,  as  in  all 
the  other  towns  Mallary  and  Griswold  had  an  equal 
number  of  votes. 

The  votes  of  Fairhaven  were  lost  on  account  of 
the  certificate  of  the  votes  being  returned  not  sealed. 

The  votes  of  Plymouth  were  rejected  on  account  of 
an  informal  certificate. 

The  votes  of  Goehen  were  not  returned. 

Notices  were  given  by  the  magistrates  of  the  time 
and  place  of  taking  testimony ;  which  are  returned 
with  the  depositions. 

I  gave,  notice  of  my  intention  to  contest  the  election, 
as  by  the  letter  forwarded  with  the  evidence.  I  also 
wrote  Mr.  Merrill,  desiring  him  to  inform  me  at  what 
time  it  would  be  most  convenient  for  him  to  attend 
the  taking  of  testimony.  A  copy  ofthat  letter  is  also 
transmitted. 

All  which  is  respectfully  presented  to  the  honorable 
committee. 

R.  C.  MALLARY. 

B. 
Reply  of  the  eitting  member. 
To  the  Hon.  Jonir  W.  Tatloii, 

Chairman  of  the  Committee  ofEUetions  f 

To  answer  some  principles  assumed  by  Mr.  Mallary 
in  his  remonstrance,  and  to  abridge,  if  practicable, 
the  inquiry  commenced  by  him,  in  support  of  his  claim 
to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives  in  my  stead, 
I  solicit  the  indulgence  of  the  committee  to  the  fol- 
lowing exposition  of  the  claims,  rights,  and  principles, 
I  urge  in  defence. 

It  would  seem,  at  the  first  impression,  that  it  was 
alone  necessary  to  bring  the  conflicting  claims  and 
the  just  rights  of  the  freemen,  summarily  to  the  law 
of  the  State,  and  the  practice  and  adjudications  under 
it.  Farther  reflection  indicates  the  necessity  of  a 
more  prolix  and  minute  view  of  the  case,  and  chiefly 
so,  by  reason  of  the  positions  assumed  by  my  oppo- 
nent, and  the  prificiples  connected  with  it,  and  which 
are  of  first  importance. 

The  question  embraces  the  important  rights  of  sul^ 
frage,  and  it  takes,  within  it<  scope,  the  State  laws, 
authorities,  and  sovereignty. 

Comment  upon  the  important  and  sacred  charac- 
ter of  the  right  of  suffrage  need  not  be  indulged,  as 
this  Is  fomiliarly  known,  abundantly  recognised,  and 
dearly  illustrated,  in  all  our  rules,  codes  of  rights,  and 
constitutions.  Its  value,  ita  guards,  its  tenure^  and 
the  practical  rules  for  the  eierdse  of  its  power,  are 
therein  delineated  with  sufficient  perspicuity  and  abiU 
ity.  However  onnecessary  it  may  be  to  enlasge  upon 
this  bearing  of  the  case  under  consideration,  I  appre- 
hend it  is  not  only  pertinent,  but  essential  to  advert 
to  it.  It  is  equally  aa  important  to  consider,  that,  from 
the  quiet  and  pure  character  of  the  right  of  suffrage, 
contrasted  with  the  turbulence,  caprice,  and  passions 
of  men,  its  exercise  must,  necessarily,  be  .subject  to 
fuch  general  and  uniform  rules  of  order  aa  may  be 
prescribed  by  the  legislative  power  of  the  respective 
States,  or  of  the  Union.  The  Constitution  of  the  Union 
haa  so  declared  ;  reserving  to  *<  the  Congress,"  as  the 
fiaramount  power,  the  right,  «'  by  law,  to  alter  the 
regolationa  of  the  respective  States.'*  **  The  Con- 
gress** refraining  to  do  thia,  the  Sute  reg«lations<«re 
plenary,  and  must  be  sustained.    The  wise  nnd  ex- 
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ptrienoed  are,  therelbre,  not  at  lib«rtj  to  let  it  etcape 
oondderatioB,  that  the  exercise  of  this  right  of  soYer- 
eigntj  it  not  left  a  vagrant,  capricioua,  or  deapotic  act 
of  power.  In  all  well-regnlated  commnnitiee,  it  moat 
be  a  creatare  of  law :  and  it  is  onr  pride  and  boaat 
that  this  principle  ia  recogniaed  and  protected.  Oar 
Government  ia  emphatically  a  Government  of  laws, 
and  not  eiaotly  a  Government  of  precedents,  which 
may  be  arbitrary,  and  shape  an  individual  case.  If 
the  prescribed  provisions  of  law  are  not  strictly  obaerved 
in  this  exercise  of  aovereignty,  it  is  difficult  4o  define 
tile  rules  by  which  it  is  regulated  and  aecured.  It  is 
apprehended  to  be  a  point  established,  that,  in  every 
legitimate  exercise  of  the  right  of  snfirage  by  the  free- 
men, they  are  to  yield  obedience  to  exiating  ordinances 
and  regulations,  and  cannot  be  supposed  to  act  in 
their  sovereign  capacity,  except  they  act  in  obedience 
to  the  express  laws  they  have  caused  to  be  en- 
acted. A  perfect  conformity  to  all  the  requirements 
would  aeem,  therefore,  essentia]  to  the  consummation 
of  the  act  of  election.  I  also  consider,  thi^t,  while 
without  the  law,  whether  in  their  individual  or  cor- 
porate capacity,  the  freemen  are  estopped  from  claim- 
ing any  right  or  privilege,  nor  can  they  confer  any. 
Any  non-conformity  to  the  statute  of  elections  by  one 
portion  of  freemen,  is  never  to  be  construed  to  impair 
the  rights  of  another  portion  of  freemen,  who  hold 
rights  in  consideration  of  their  fidelity  to  the  laws  in 
Bwh  case  made  and  provided.  Imperfect  rights  can 
never  sustain  competition  with  perfect  rights. 

From  this  view  of  the  principles  bearing  upon  the 
case,  I  am  persuaded  that  the  depositing,  assorting, 
and  counting  of  the  ballots  rendered  by  the  freemen, 
and  the  sealing  up  and  returning  the  amount  deposited, 
in  the  form,  time,  and  manner  expressly  prescribed,  to 
the  ultimate  State  tribunal  of  decision,  in  order  that 
the  aggregate  will  of  the  freemen  may  be  known,  ia 
imperatively  required  to  consummate  the  act  of  elec- 
tion, and  perfect  a  choice.  The  requisites  of  the  stat- 
ute of  the  State  are  guards  placed  around  the  sacred 
diaracter  of  the  elective  right,  to  preserve  its  purity, 
and  give  to  i^  exercise  all  the  necesaary  protection  and 
aolemnities ;  are  therefore  to  be  considered  parcel  of 
it,  and  eaaential ;  and  their  particular  application  by 
the  law  and  usages  of  Vermont,  is  by  the  freemen ; 
and  I  dwell  with  much  emphasis  upon  the  fact,  it  it 
their  act,  as  they  select  and  appoint  special  agents, 
whose  character  and  conduct  they  know,  and  in  whom 
they  repose  especial  confidence. 

This  settled  order  of  bnsineas,  touching  elections,  as 
preicfibed  by  the  respeetive  Statea,  it  would  seem,  is 
eUigntory  on  the  decisions  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, regarding  the  elections  of  its  members,  unless 
^  llie  Oongraas,  by  law,  have  altered  such  regulationa." 
This  cenoluaioa  is  founded  on  the  fourth  section  of  the 
Conatitntion  of  the  Union ;  it  is  alao  founded  on  the 
broad  basis  of  good  sense,  jm  far  forth  as  it  limits  dis- 
eietion,  and  the  range  of  decisions,  to  the  system  of 
;ralta  prescribed  in  Uie  law  of  each  respective  State. 
It  aUeids,  also,  from  the  imputation  of  caprice  and 
inegularity,  the  exerciae  of  the  right  of  suflrage,  the 
manifestations  of  the  will  of  the  freemen,  and  the  de- 
cisions of  the  representative  body  of  the  nation ;  and, 
inaamnch  aa  the  law  of  the  State  is  not  in  derogation 
of  the  Conatitntion,  or  any  law  of  the  Union,  but  pur- 
suant to  the  Constitution,  I  feel  much  confidence  that 
the  statute  of  the  State,  the  practices  of  the  freemen, 
and  the  ofiiciai  expositions  and  decisions  under  it,  will 
btraspacted. 


That  I  may  net  be  misunderstood,  I  ask  leave  to 
remark  that,  under  a  case  of  impeachment  of  Btato 
proceedings,  the  power  of  the  House,  and  the  doty  of 
Its  committee,  I  apprehend  is  to  inquire  whether,  m 
all  the  stages  of  proceedings,  the  Constitution  of  the 
Union,  and  the  State  regulations  as  to  time,  pbce,  and 
mode  of  proceedings,  have  been  obaerved ;  and  i^  in 
the  investigation,  it  is  found  the  State  rcgulationa  aie 
agreeably  to  the  Conatitntion,  and  the  requisites  of  the 
law  have  besn  regarded,  the  proceedinga  of  the  freemen 
and  decisions  of  the  State  tribunals  are  in  good  lailh 
to  be  recognised  and  accredited  ;  otherwise  the  Stale 
law  is  an  act  of  supererogation,  and  a  nullity.  Hence 
I  admitted  the  persuasion,  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  would  never  assume  a  power  which  can^oolj 
be  exercised  by  the  Congress,  and,  therefore,  the  Stale 
laws  and  proceedings  would  be  adjudged  plenary,  ex- 
cept previously  modified  by  a  law  of  Congress ;  and 
that,  on  the  contrary,  If  the  law  is  in  derogation  of  the 
Constitution »  or  the  proceedings  are  not  poisuant  to 
the  statute,  or  provided  the  agents  of  the  freemen  have 
been  fraudulent,  or  the  tribunala  of  deciaion  have  basB 
perverse  and  corrupt,  then,  indeed,  the  procedure  is 
nugatory,  and  will  be  so  declared ;  th6n  the  power  ef 
the  House  will  be  found  remedial,  and  sofficiently 
ample. 

As  a  regard  to  the  will  and  prerogatives  of  the  free- 
men, and  a  tender  care  of  their  interests,  is  ever  a  par- 
amount inclination  and  duty  with  a  faithful  Represen- 
tative ;  and  aa  this  caae  may  seem  to  involve  their 
rights  and  interests,  and  a  miitafce  In  reaaoning  on 
this  case  may  happen,  whereby  their  just  rights  may, 
in  fact,  be  sacrificed,  I  would  inquire,  for  whom  ia  ttus 
investigation  instituted  1  Not  for  the  freemen.  They 
have  no  petition  here :  their  rights  are  not  implicated; 
they  do  not  feel  injured.  I  repeat,  the  freemen  of 
Vermont  have  preferred  no  claim  ;  and  yet,  as  Repre- 
sentativee,  it  becomes  the  House  and  its  committeea  to 
cherish  the  rights  of  those  freemen  who  have  been  in- 
dustrious and  faithful  to  their  own  rights,  and  who>,  by 
their  diligence,  have  shown  fidelity  to  the  law.  I  re- 
peat, they  ask  no  other  intervention  ;  they  have  taken 
no  step;  they  care  not.  The  law  is  the  guardian  of 
their  rights,  and  they  know  it;  and  they  ask  no  other 
exercise  of  guardianship  here.  The  freemen  of  Ver- 
mont are  also  aware  that  vigilance  ia  their  only  aafo- 
guard,  the  title  deed  of  their  immunities.  They  ask 
not  for  the  few  who  have  not  been  industrious  and 
faithful  to  their  rights ;  they  ask  not  that  the  beneficial 
and  liberal  system  of  legislative  wisdom  and  providence 
should  be  made  a  aacrifice  on  the  unhallowed  altar  of 
indolence  and  indifierencot  or  that  the  conaummafeed 
rights  of  the  faithful  should  be  immolated. 

I  beg  leave  to  say,  had  I  reapected  the  righta  of  the 
freemen  leaa,  or  had  I  been  lass  sensible  of  the  pam* 
mount  motives  which  influence  honorable  membecs.  I 
shonld  have  withheld  reiterations  of  these  £icto;  I 
should  have  contented  myself  with  saying  the  fn 
are  not  injured.  Decide  aa  membera  may,  the  fineea 
of  Vermont  have  their  full  renreaentation;  thel 
of  the  Union  are  not  injured,  for  Vermont  haa  hot  its 
due  proportion  of  representation. 

Who  are  these  petty  town  and  county  officers,  whoa 
my  opponent  speaks  of  as  giving  members  to  this 
House  1  They  are  the  fathers  and  guardians  of  the 
freemen's  interests ;  the  choice  men  of  each  corpom- 
tion;.aelected,  yes,  approved  and  appmnted  hy  the 
freemen  thamselves,  aa  their  legal  and  respected  do- 
positaries,  and  their  agents  to  perform  and  fulfil  for 
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i  the  law,  UmI  not  one  jot  or  tittle  thereof  fail  of 
ita  aeoomplishmeot ;  their  acts  are  the  acts  of  the  free- 
mmi»  This  ^estion  tbould  be  stripped  of  all  bias  for 
the  fireemeiiy  except  lo  sustain  the  institutions  which 
define  and  regulate  th^ir  immuoities.  By  whom  is  it 
aaked  that  State  regulations  should  be  disregarded  1 
Certainly  not  bj  the  ireenen.  Such  as  hare  neglected 
the  legal  modes  and  certainties^  and  abandoned  their 
rights  which  the  law  sustains,  would  hare  been  estop- 
ped, by  reason  of  their  own  laches,  from  asking  the 
prostration  or  suspension  of  a  State  system ;  for  the 
favor  of  law  is  not  towards  them. 

I  beg  leave  to  ask,  of  whom  is  the  destruction  of  a 
State  system  required  1  The  Constitution  and  law  of 
the  Union  are  not  asked ;  but  it  u  asked  of  a  branch 
of  Congress,  the  people's  Representatives.  And  shall 
one  branch  of  the  law-making  power  do  it,  under  the 
arbitrary  doctrine  of  precedent  alone  1  No.  Ours  is 
a  Government  of  express  laws.  Adjudicated  prece- 
dents of  piactke  are,  not  unfrequently,  beneficial,  and 
perfect  the  provident  work  of  a  Legislature,  and,  in  all 
cases  of  doubt  and  ambiguity,  they  the  rather  lean  to 
prop  freemen's  diligence  and  fidelity.  For  any  indi- 
vidaal,  then,  should  *'8hame  light"  upon  a  system  es- 
tablished by  a  State  sovereignty  1  The  answer  is  to 
the  case  and  in  point  The  case  is  a  case  of  strict 
right  between  individuals. 

In  thie  view  of  the  sul^ct,  I  proceed  to  remind  the 
•ommittae  of  my  opponent's  remark,  that  *'  the  pro* 
ot«duigs  in  the  State  may  always  be  considered  prima 
flaeU  correct."  The  proceedings  in  a  State,  done 
ftirly*  and  conformably  to  law,  in  my  opinioii,  are 
more  than  prima  facie  correct ;  they  are  as  record 
evidence»  wnich  cannot  be  contradicted  or  altered  by 
parol  testimony.  Neglect  or  mistake  may  defeat  the 
riglito  of  the  freemen,  by  reason  (^  not  perfecting  the 
•videBoe  of  a  fact,  or  the  legal  manifestation  of  their 
wiU.  The  plea  of  neglect,  or  misUke,  cannot  be  urged 
to  coatradiet,  vary,  or  destroy  a  legal  proceeding,  nor 
dcifeaft  a  legal  and  vested  right.  State  proceedings 
■11^  be  destroyed,  by  showing  there  was  corruption. 
Aetoal  frandt  or  cormpliDn,  in  any  stage  of  the  pro- 
eaadlnfs,  and  in  whatever  shape  it  satis&ctorily  ap- 
paaw,  eradicates  as  olhefwise  oonsommated  right; 
beaaaee  it  dattnninea  it  no  record,  no  aot.  I  urge 
tlMM  ^aetriMe  the  more  strenooosly ,  because  the  case 
r  comMintImn  is  a  qneetion  of  strict  right  be- 
I  tmo  individaals.  My  opponent  does  not  allege 
,Aorprave fraud;  his  parol  testimony there- 
*—'—*-*- ^  and  altogether  insufficient  to  tm- 


paacih  legal  State  proeeedings,  and  my  rights,  which 
aora  mmdAmmd  by  the  highest  tribunal  thereof  and 
oani—afad  by  the  aignatue  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
«Bd  the  seal  of  the  State.  I  consider  my  rig^t  to  a 
aeai  in  the  Hottea  of  Representativee  identified  with 
1^  tighti  of  the  greatest  number  of  diligent  freemen, 
vifttk  the  lsw»  and  the  deeisioas  of  the  SUte  antfaoritiee. 
I  canimkdf  for  yet  other  reasons,  that  the  sUtufee  of 
¥enMnt  is  te  he  in  Ibtce,  and  iu  requirements  to  be 
hemnvislite.  Dadacible  from  it  are  the  soundest  rules 
af  svMenss;  the  bast  of  which  the  ease  is  susceptible. 
I  hM  en  to  this  greond  with  the  more  confidence, 
bsssuse,  in  so  doing,  I  oonfbrm  to  the  decisions  of  the 
iMt  and  final  tribanals  of  the  Sute— I  mean  the  tri- 
taaal  of  eanvasB,  and  the  repraeentatives  of  the  State 
!■  Oeasial  Aassmhly,  to  wham  the  committee  of 
canvass  report.  Here  it  was  solemnly  and  explicitly 
daddad  by  acftnal  vote,  after  dna  debate  and  delibera- 
I  of  tha  fraaman  in  any  incorpoistad 


town,  wanting  in  any  of  the  requirements  of  the  law» 
must  be  deemed  illegal,  and  be  rejected.  Comment 
is  probably  unnecessary,  yet  I  trust  1  shall  be  indulged 
in  remarking,  it  is  an  acknowledged  principle  that  the 
wiU  of  the  freemen,  unaccompanied  by  any  act,  can- 
not consummate  a  choice,  because  there  can  be  no 
man'ifestation  of  their  will.  In  towns  where  the  choice 
is  to  be  determiaed  by  ballot,  the  will  of  no  individual 
freeman  can  be  accounted  any  thing,  except  he  makes 
deposits  of  his  vote  in  the  ballot  box,  for  canvass,  at 
the  legal  time  and  place.  And  in  order  that  the  ag- 
gregate vote  o^  tbe  freemen  may  be  manifested,  every 
political  corporation  must  make  deposite  of  the  amount 
of  iu  votes  at  the  legal  place,  to  the  appointed  board, 
and  in  legal  time.  Aa,  m  the  first  instance,  the  bal- 
lot depoeite  is  the  highest  possible  manifestation  of  the 
will  of  the  iadividiial  freemen,  precisely  in  the  same 
manner,  in  the  second  instance,  the  deposite  is  the 
highest  and  most  solemn  manifestation  of  the  aggre- 
gate will  of  tbe  freemen  of  the  State..  The  portion 
omitting  to  do  this  prescribed  act  have  abandoned 
their  rights,  and,  by  their  own  laehest  have  rendered 
their  rights  imperfect  and  inchoate,  and  the  power  of 
reclaiming  or  perfecting  them  is  lost. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  examination  of  the  prece- 
dents quoted  by  my  opponent,  I  respectfully  ask  leave 
to  urge  that  the  use  of  precedents  arrayed  againet  the 
check  usagee,  or  precautionaTy  ordinances  of  States, 
is  only  to  be  justified  on  an  extraordinary  occasion. 
They  are  to  be  used  with  grieat  caution  and  the  sound- 
est discrettott,  at  all  times,  and  are  never  to  be  adopted 
to  deetroy  legal  certainty,  or  to  extend  the  consum- 
mation of  an  act  bbyond  the  statute  period  of  eondn- 
sion.  Even  the  sovereign  power  of  Congrese  has  ite 
limitations,  and  an  integral  portion  of  that  authority 
has  its  restraints.  I  hold  it  correct  in  prineiple,  tfaat» 
until  the  Constitution  shall  have  been  modified,  or 
until  the  Congress  shall  have  altered,  by  law,  the  State 
election  regulations,  and  made  a  uniform  course  of 
practice,  the  decisions  tooohing  elections  cannot  be 
uniform,  but  must  be  gradual^  to  die  varying  and 
pecaliar  regulations  of  each  State  respectively.  The 
requisites  ci  return,  dec,  prescribed  in  the  law  of  Ver- 
mont, were  suggeeted  by  practical  abueee,  or  well- 
foanded  apprehensiona  of  impoeition  on  the  frdr  rights 
and  will  of  the  freemen,  and  were  intended  as  checks 
and  adequate  guards  against  their  recurrence  and  az* 
istenoe^  The  like  evils  may  only  sectionally  occur, 
and  the  like  apprehensions  may  arise  from  caEOsss 
purely  local.  The  like  remediee  and  precautions  wiU 
not,  therefore,  generally  demand  legidative  interpasi 
tion.  And  to  break  down  provtNons  of  thb  oharaoCer 
by  the  power  of  precedeats,  adopted  under  other  eir^ 
cumstancee,  cannot  be  friendly  to  (he  dearest  righia  of 
freemen. 

The  uniform  principles  of  decision  in  the  New  Eng- 
land States,  as  i  have  been.informed  by  honorrtile  gen- 
tlemen, have  been  strictly  with  their  laws.  And  if  the 
laws  and  decisions  of  States  are  to  be  held  of  no  weight 
and  nugatory,  I  am  of  opinion  the  safer  course  is  for 
«*  the  Congrees"  to  alter  the  Sute  reguUtions  by  Aao, 
and  that  the  altering  or  nullifying  them  by  mere  pre- 
cedents is  questionable  and  rarely  to  be  tolerated. 

Inasmuch  as  precedents  of  thii  character  are  alleged 
hj  my  opponent  to  exist,  I  proceed  to  examine  them. 
The  deuUed  report  of  cases,  with  all  the  facts  and 
reasons  governing  the  precedent,  are  necessary  to  find 
its  analogy  and  relationship  to  the  case  in  consideia^ 
tion.    The  cited  oaae  sf  Georgia  is  aa  entirsly  C" 
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•nl  case.  The  reatoni  for  non^eomplftnce  with  the 
Hw  regarding  retarna,  waa  not  urged  aa  a  lacbee  of 
the  freemen,  but  waa  a  providential  prohibition.  The 
BDaiim  that  the  "  act  of  God  tnjarea  tfo  man,*'  in  thia 
ease  has  all  its  force,  and  is  not  to  be  dispated  ;  the 
decision  was  ccrrect.  It  ean  have  no  bearins-in  the 
preaent  caae,  which  was  an  abandonment  hj  the  free- 
men of  their  legal  righta,  as,  in  the  case  of  the  town 
of  Goshen,  thej  neglected  to  make  return,  not  only 
within  the  legal  period,  bnt  even  to  this  day.  And  in 
the  towns  of  Fairbaven,  Plymouth,  and  Mansfield,  the 
ease  waa  determined  against  them,  under  solemn  ad- 
judication, by  reaaon  of  their  cfwn  atU*  They  did  not 
obey  the  law,  by  reason  of  indolence,  or  a  want  of 
diligence,  neither  of  which  is  a  competent  plea  %o  delay 
or  change  the  operation  of  law, or  to  arrest  and  subvert 
its  commandments.  The  case  of  Georgia,  by  an  exam- 
ination of  it  in  iU  detaila,  ahowa  that  the  returning 
officer  is  admitted  to  have  made  usd  of  all  due  dili- 
gence. And  the  allegation  waa,  that,  by  reason  of  an 
tBBUsal  and  tremendous  storm,  or  hurricane,  by  which 
the  ccVtfntry  was  inundated,  bridges  were  swept  away, 
and  the  waya  were  rendered  impaaaable,  he  was  pre- 
vented by  this  aeC  of  God  from  fulfilling  the  law. 
There  is,  therelbrey  no  similitude  in  the  eases,  and  the 
precedent  doea  not  apply,  and  in  fact  ia  no  precedent ; 
It  is  a  solitary  case.  The  fact  to  be  decided  was  aa  to 
the  aimi$9i€n  of  proof  of  the  alleged  act  of  providen- 
tial prohibition  regarding  return.  80  far  as  regarded 
this  point,  it  may  be  received,  and  atend  aa  an  unaet- 
tled,  aolitary  precedent  Inferences,  remarks,  or  de- 
cmena,  beyond  the  point  in  isaue,  or  submiasion,  are 
exta-judiaal  and  without  the  caae,  and  cannot  be 
drawn  in  as  precedent.  This  I  judge  to  be  a  distinction 
oorract  in  principle,  and  warranted  by  practice.  The 
proKut  caae  was  a.  non-observance  of  law,  without 
any  alleged  providential  ezcuae ;  it  waa  an  easential 
legal  laAe$  of  the  freemen — the/ae^  is  acknowledged 
hj  my  opponent,  that  the  law  was  not  complied  with. 
The  dedtfion  called  for  was,  I  repeat,  as  to  evidence 
regarding  the  cauae  of  failure,  and  they  decided  not 
to  **receive  any  evidence  on  that  point  V'  all  beaidea  ia 
to  be  considered  argument  It  might  be  logic  in  that 
peculiar  case.  There  is,  however,  an  important  dta- 
tiaction  in  that  from  the  preaeat  case  which  I  have 
here  mentioned.  The  docb^ea  of  precedent  ahould 
never  «et  statutes  at  defiance,  and  bring  into  oontempt 
the  acta  of  a  Legislature ;  they  are  to  be  taken  in  their 
moat  strict  sense,  and  are  never  to  aboliih  eipraaa, 
fixed.  Constitutional  law.  The  doctrine  of  precedent, 
in  any  other  view,  is  perilous  and  dangerous  in  the 
extreme,  k  '•  assumes  power  without  oontrol,  on  tha 
spur  of  the  oceaaion,  and  aAer  the  fact,  and  makea  iU 
deeiaion  tlie  law  and  the  judgment."  If  there  is  "  fixed 
law,'*  it  must  be  followed  :  if  there  ia  no  law,  «*  the 
judgment  on  any  particular  case  ia  the  law  of  that 
aingle  case  only,  and  diea  with  iu"  And  Uiis  is  more 
enpfaatically  a  aound  principle,  under  our  Govern- 
ment. 

The  extra-judicial  remarks  in  the  cited  precedent 
cas9  are  of  auch  dangerous  measure  as  to  place  States 
in  a  humiliating  predicament.  The  fiWmen,  in  their 
sovereign  capacity,  puraue  duties  and  perform  acta, 
agreeably  to  their  laws,  wbit:h  they  enacted  aa  bar- 
riera  of  aafely,  and  within  which  they  reposed  in  con- 
fidence* Yet,  after  all,  a  precedent  nevdr  promulgated 
can  sink  its  eharacter  and  imporunce ;  deatroy,  by  a 
touch,  the  mainspring  of  its  power,  and  disaulve  all  its 
aaaotions  and  aecuriiies.    It  k  a  predicament  which 


exhibits  a  moat  unnatural  state  of  thtoga ;  aa  the  ooly 
power,  competent  to  create  a  hew  power,  ia  the  •«Cd»- 
gresB,"  and  they  may  do  it  by  law.  In  the  preoeBt 
case  I  desire  it  may  not  be  forgotten  that  the  return  ii 
the  act  of  the  freemen,  and  the  omission  of  return  hj 
any  portion  is  their  own  laeheg,  as*the  returning  agent 
is  a  creature  of  their  own  appointment,  and  his  legal 
neglect  concludes  a  forfeiture. 

The  case  from  Massachusetts,  of  Baylies  and  Tur- 
ner, named  by  an  honorable  member  of  the  committee, 
regarding  the  addition  or  omission  of  ^  junior^"  ia  a 
case,  in  my  apprehension,  distinctly  marked  as  inap- 
plicable. The  freemen,  in  that  case,  felt  aggrieved, 
and  they  petitioned.  In  the  investigation  of  the  caae 
in  which  this  decision  was  had,  it  waa  found  that  Tur- 
ner, senior,  lived  out  of  the  district,  and  waa  ineligible 
by  the  law,  and  as  dead ;  and  therefore  the  freemen 
are  not  to  be  supposed  to  vote  for  a  person  dead  ia 
law,  or  natually  dead.  I  believe  it  ia  a  settled  princi- 
ple in  judicial  proceedinga,  that  the  affixing  or  omit- 
ting the  appellation  of  "junior,"  may  be  auffidently 
certain ;  and  it  becomes  a  fact  to  be  inquired  into, 
whether  the  person  be  well  designated  and  known 
by  either  description,  as  well  by  one  name  aa  the 
other;  and  I  consider,  in  a  case  of  ineligibility,  or 
actual  death,  the  fact  is'  clearly  ascertained.  The 
cases  of  *'jun."  are  a  matter  <yf  foct,  and  may  be  to- 
quired  into,  and  are  not  to  be  meaaured  by  the  aame 
rule  as  Ugal  laehe$,  which  prodneea  a  forfoitnie.  It  It 
to  be  judged  of  according  to  the  best  evidence  pr^ 
duced.  And,  in  my  judgment,  the  distinctton  ia  pal- 
pable between  this  cliss  of  cases  and  the  preaentcaaa, 
where  in  the  original  return  an  entirely  distinct  name 
is  entered.  Mallory  and  Hammond,  in  no  case,  cam 
come  under  one  and  the  aame  deacription  of  penoa, 
or  be  understood,  under  any  drcumstancea  leas  than 
legislative  interference,  which  may  give  a  new  name» 
as  designating  one  and  the  same  pereoli.  The  caae 
of  Woodbury,  by  my  opponent,  was  brought  to  thia 
class  of  precedents ;  the  cases  are  not  aaaJogoaa,  Ar 
the  reasons  aasigned.  If  we  pasa  to  the  evideaea 
which  my  opponent  haa  prodacod,  we  shall  find  that 
the  settled  rules  of  evKlence,  ia  censtaiit  pfudMa 
in  our  courts,  invaMate  hie  evidence.  The  origanA 
officially  aealed  cettifioate  returned  is  the  dedaredand 
best  evidence,  and  made  so  by  express  law.  Aad-thia 
evidence,  by  my  oj^ponent's  exhibit,  shows  no  each  foat 
as  his  having  received  any  vote  in  the  town  of  Wood^ 
bury.  The  copy  record  of  a  town  ia  by  no  ncaaa 
equal  evidence.  THie  case  appeara  to  me  analogoua  to 
the  case  of  a  deed  of  conveyanee;  for  inataaoa,  iW 
original  and  sealed  deed  oaaveys  two  hundred  acrea  of 
land;  the  copy  of  it  spread  upon- the  record  patadowa 
the  amount  eonveyed  at  one  hundred  acres,  i  appii>> 
bend  no  legal  doubt  could  be  raiaed  on  a  ^oeaUen 
made,  which  ought  tiHiave  the  prscedelica,  aad  wUc^ 
ia  the  higheat  and  best  evtdeaee,  the  origiaal  or  tka 
copy.  The  statute  in  aectian  six,  in  my  viaw,  inti- 
mates that  the  Legislature  had  tht  same  view.  TlMy 
not  only  made  the  aealed,  original  certificate,  done  ia 
statute  form, the  legal  evidence  ia  the  pre^ioaa  aae- 
tions,  but  in  the  cited  seetian  they  direct  *«4hak  iha 
committee  appointed  by  the  General  Aaaembly^  for  tk» 
purposes  mentioned  in  the  act,"  ««shaU  preserve  aad 
lodge  the  original  ecitifieatea~with  the  Beci«tavy  of 
«$tate,  until  alter  the  firataeeaionef  Gongreaalbrwtiicb 
the  said  election  is  liehl." 

The  guarfis  and  ppavisionsof  tha  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture ef  Veiaaoal  are  to  ba  legaided  aa  ao  laai^  adna- 
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niiiont  of  the  fallibility  of  human  coo4nct  and  testi- 
mony, and  are,  therefore,  to  be  held  as  a  definitive 
standard,  whereby  are  to  be  ascertained  the  highest 
and  only  legal  manifestation  and  expression  of  the  will 
of  the  freemen.  I  therefore  feel  constrained  to  repeat, 
that  the  original  certificate  made  out  and  sealed  in  the 
presence  of  the  meeting  of  freemen,  and  returned  to 
the  tribunal  of  aggregate  cauTass,  and  which  is  sus- 
tained by  all  the  prescribed  legal  forms  and  official 
solemnities,  is  the  best  evidence.  And  that  the  copy 
of  the  record  of  the  town  of  Woodbury,  and  the  affida- 
vits procured  and  adduced  by  my  opponent  to  contra- 
dict the  original  certificate,  to  make  the  most  of  them, 
are  as  objectionable  and  uncertain ;  and  tbeir  admis- 
sion to  even  an  equality  would  be  a  disregard  of  settled 
Srinciple,  unlawful,  and  dangerous  in  practice.  In- 
eed,  it  is  unsafe  to  forget  that  the  treacheries  of  mem- 
ory, and  the  perverse  motives  which  too  often  actuate 
human  conduct,  are  usually  more  multiplied  after  the 
general  result  is  known  in  defeat,  and  revived  by  con- 
test, than  they  are  at  the  consummation  of  a  fact  hap- 
pening l>efore  the  ease  is  made  out  And,  besides,  any 
adjudication  under  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and 
after  the  fact,  repudiating  statute  evidence,  would,  in 
its  character  and  consequences,  be  ex  post  facto. 

The  petitioner  nor  the  sitting  member  is  to  be  put 
in  contest  with  express  law,  nor  can  they  be  injured 
by  the  fair  and  full  operation  of  the  law  of  election. 
By  this  only  can  either  be  entitled  to  the  honor  of  a 
seat  as  a  member  on  the  floor  of  Congress ;  and  they 
ought  not  only  to  disclaim,  but  disdain  to  occupy  a 
seat  on  any  other  tenure. 

The  freemen  are  not  injured  by  the  law.  The  ques- 
tion, so  far  as  regards  them,  is  this :  Shall  a  majority 
of  the  fireemen,  who  have  regarded  the  integrity  of  their 
rights,  been  diligent  in  their  duty,  and  obedient  to  law, 
prevail!  Or,  shall  that  portion  of  freemen  prevail 
who,  like  the  unwise  virgins,  did  not  trim  their  lamps, 
who  nsglseted  their  rights  and  duties,  and  who  were 
sniaithfol  to  the  law  1 

Mr.  Mallary,  who  instituted  the  present  contest,  rs- 
osivsd  a  less  number  of  the  legal  votes  of  the  freemen 
of  Ysimoat  than  did  either  of  the  sitting  members  from 
that  Btste ;  ami  I  declare  this  in  all  soberness,  under 
the  anthovity  of  oxprsss  law,  and  by  virtus  of  the  sano- 
tion  of  tho  legal  Stats  authorities,  who  have  so  de- 
dsfod  ths  law  and  ths  hct ;  and  I  do  it  more  boldly, 
ao  ooJlusion  or  fraud  is  not  alleged  in  any  stage  of  ths 
pzooeedingSk 

Tho  habits  of  the  freemen,  by  usage,  are  in  con- 
ibrmity  to  the  law ;  they  have  decided  for  the  law,  and 
in  practice  they  have  observed  it  in  its  strictness,  ex- 
cept the  small  number  of  from  two  to  three  hundred. 
The  agents  of  the  freemen,  and  the  tribunals  of  the 
Uw,  have  decided  for  it.  The  Constitution  of  the 
Union  authorizes  it,  and,  from  an  imperative  sense  of 
duty  to  the  freemen,  to  the  law,  and  the  State  author- 
ities, and  to  tho  Constitution  of  the  Union,  I  solicit 
ths  representative  branch  of  Congress  and  its  commit- 
tso  to  confirm  the  law  of  the  State,  and  every  and  all 
lli  proviiions,  guards,  and  solsmnities,  aeeording  to 
ths  loBg  settled  judicial  usages  of  oonstruetisn,  and  the 
Biles  of  evideoee.  Nor  can  I  doubt  it.  Detoetion  of 
frauds  upon  the  law,  and  impositions  upon  the  freemen, 
win  rsesivo  vshuke.  A  prodigal  uso  of  powsr  will  not 
bo  sanctisiied  any  whste. 

I  thofelbre*  would  move  tho  oommittes  to  view  the 
cose  in  tho  following  ordsr,  and  make  their  decision 
Aoooffdingly.    Tho  laots  and  statsmsnt  of  my  oppo- 


nent justify  thb  classification  of  the  points  in  contest, 
viz: 

l»t.  Ought  the  adjudications  of  the  State  legislative 
tribunals  of  canvass  to  bs  overruled,  and  their  deci- 
sions to  be  reversed,  which  were  made  in  conformity 
to  tho  law  and  the  usages  of  the  States,  and  in  all 
verity  and  good  faith  ? 

This  point  involves  the  towns  of  Fairhaven,  Ply- 
mouth, and  Mansfield,  whose  votes  my  opponent 
claims. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  is  respectfully  called 
to  the  law  of  the  Sute,  entitled  ''An  act  for  electing 
Representatives  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  directing  the  mode  of  their  election.*'  The  policy 
and  provisions  thereof  are  easy  to  be  understood ;  and 
ths  decisions  were  conformed  to  the  letter  and  spirit 
of  the  law. 

2d.  Can  the  votes  of  Goshen  be  adjudged  legal,  and 
ought  they,  upon  any  principle,  to  bo  counted  for  tho 
petitioner  1 

The  votes  of  this  town  were  not  returned  at  tho 
legal  period,  nor  have  they  been  returned  to  the  pres- 
ent day ;  there  is,  therefore,  no  legal  evidence  of  any 
votes  having  been  given  at  all  by  the  freemen  of  said 
town  of  Goshen.  The  original  certificate  has  not  been 
exhibited,  nor  is  it  believed  there  is  any  precedent  or 
any  decision  relative  to  thii  case. 

3d.  Is  the  [petitioner's  claim  to  the  count  of  votes 
said  to  be  given  in  the  town  of  Woodbury,  substantiat- 
ed by  the  best  evidence  ?  And  ought  the  said  votes, 
claimed  to  be  given  for  my  opponent,  on  the  evidenco 
exhibited,  to  bo  taken  down  in  the  estimate  of  votes  to 
be  made  here  to  defeat  my  rights  1  And  is  the  statuto 
evidence,  the  original  official  return  of  tho  returning 
officer,  repudiated  1 

I  cannot  allow  myself,  for  a  moment,  to  entertain 
an  idea  that  the  House  of  Representatives,  or  its  com- 
mittee, will  so  decide  as  virtually  to  repeal  or  render 
nugatory  the  cautious  and  prudent  enactments,  tho 
.express  law  of  a  State  sovereignty,  or  the  deliberate 
deeisions  of  iu  authorities;  or  that  the  olainest  and 
most  settled  rules  of  consUuction  and  evidence  will  bo 
prostrated ;  or  that  these  guaranties  of  the  freemen 
will  become  as  lodgers  or  exiles  in  the  metropolis. 

The  present  period,  marked  by  the  absence  of  polit- 
ical asperity  and  party  prejudices,  is  perhaps  a  favora- 
ble period  to  alter  by  law  the  election  regulations  of 
States,  and  to  substitute  a  uniform  system.  This,  how- 
ever, is  a  difierent  consideration,  and  only  advanced 
at  this  time  in  allusion  to  arguments  before  suggested, 
touching  power. 

It  is  a  vemark  frequently  made,  that  precedents  are 
not  necessarily,  and  ought  rarely  to  be  binding  on 
a  legialative  body.  The  viewa  taken  of  a  subject  may 
bedifiejont;  motives  extraneous  may  bias  the  judg- 
ment, and  give  to  it  erroneous  tendencies.  The  times 
through  which  we  have  just  passed,  I  think,  give  ad- 
ditional force  to  ths  remark,  and  induces  the  necessi^ 
of  caution  and  technical  nicety  in  their  admission,  if 
admitted  at  all,  to  justify  a  contested  and  doubtful  ex- 
ercise of  power.  I  wish  it  most  distinctly  understood 
that  I  rest  my  ease  on  the  law  of  the  State,  and  the 
Constitution  of  the  Union.  I  strenuously  and  boldly 
urge  that  the  power  of  the  House  of  RepresenUtives, 
and  its  committee,  as  judges  of  the  election,  returns, 
and  qualification  of  membera,  are  limited  to  the  law  of 
the  Sute  and  the  Constitution ;  they  are  to  inqutro 
and  decide  whether  either  have  been  infringed,  and 
whether  all  proceedings  havs  been  done  in  good  ftith. 
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Thej  are  not  authorized  to  ftep  behind  a  Constitotional 
statute,  eicept  to  see  whether  its  proviaions  have  been 
regarded.  The  ttatute  ia  the  a6t  of  the  freemen,  and 
it  die  expreaaion  of  then'  will ;  and  it  ia  as  Titallj  im- 
portant to  them  aa  the  depoaite  of  their  ballota.  The 
Honae  of  Repreientativea,  without  the  co-operation 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congreaa,  cannot  pass  behind 
the  law  of  Vermont,  to  alter  or  contradict  it,  without 
Ifae  exerciae  of  unconatitutional  and  dangeroua  power. 
Thej  woutd  do  no  act  of  fHendihip  to  the  freemen, 
by  ^oinng  to  all  the  winda  their  atatutea  and  their 
policj,  and  exerciaea  within  it.  I  ha^e  examined  the 
mannacript  dedaiona  touching  eleetiona,  and  I  find 
tione  at  variance  with  the  ideaa  and  principlea  I  have 
auggeated.  The  dedaions  on  pointa  in  iMue,  from  mj 
obanvatioB,  either  aound  in  fraud,  or  are  roattera  of 
fact,  which,  by  settled  judicial  precedent  and  practice, 
"have  been  conaidered  auitable  matters  to  be  inquired 
into  under  proper  pleaa.  Thej  have  never  decided 
that  righta  legally  abandoned,  or  rights  lost  by  legal 
lachea,  might  be  reclaimed  and  perfected  out  of  legal 
"time,  place,  and  manner."  They  have  attached  to, 
and  Involved  in  their  reports  extra-judicial  inference 
and  remark,  which  I  thrak  no  man  will  declare  is  to 
be  drawn  in  as  precedent.  Thd  caaea  of  '*  ju/iior,"  aa 
I  have  treated  them,  I  consider  familiar  to  lawyera  and 
judgea,  and  known  under  legal  authority.  Other  caaea 
of  inquiry  and  decision,  aa  to  qualifications  of  voters, 
whenever  acted  upon,  were,  I  believe,  expressly  alleg- 
ed to  have  been  received  contrary  to  law,  and  by  reason 
of  imposition  or  deception.  The  general  character  of 
questions  made,  and  decisions  had,  are  of  this  class, 
and  did  not  arise,  nor  appear  in  decision,  in  opposition 
to  express  law.  I  can  find  no  caae,  where,  in  the 
courae  of  inquiry  as  to  qualifications  of  voters,  the 
State  statutes  have  not  been  esteemed  the  stakidard 
tests.  Should  I  have  overlooked  any  caaea  of  di^ent 
character,  and  which  may  bear  on  the  present  case, 
they  ahould  be  pubHshed,  in  order  that  conflicting  de- 
cisiona,  tribunals,  and  lawa,  msy  find  the  necessary 
remedy. 

I  remember  (and  presume  it  is  within  the  knowledge 
of  others)  at  the  last  Congress,  in  the  case  of  Mercer 
and  Mason,  a  question  aa  to  the  legal  construction  of 
the  election  law  of  Virginia  was  raised  incidentally  in 
committee.  The  section  in  point  was  considered  am- 
biguous, and  susceptible  of  two  constructions,  by  sev- 
eral professional  members  of  the  committee.  Inquiry 
was,  therefore,  gone  into,  to  ascertain  the  practical 
definition  or  exposition  of  the  law  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  and  when  that  was  satisfactorily  found,  the  de- 
cisiona  of  the  committee  took  the  same  direction. 

I,  therefore,  for  my  constituents,  protest  againat  the 
relevancy  and  authority  of  inference  and  remarks 
made  extra-judicially,  and  extraneous  of  the  point 
strictly  in  issue,  and  the  more  especially  when  they 
tend  to  nullify  State  laws,  repudiate  State  practice, 
and  consequently  draw  after  them  unlicensed  and  dan- 
gerous power. 

If,  however,  it  is  deemed  correct  that  decisions  made 
here,  under  any  circumstances,  are  paramount  law, 
wherefore  are  they  not  promulgated  1  And  the  mode 
and  reasons  which  gave  them  being  and  power  should 
have  equal  publicity.  It  should  be  generally  known 
whether  they  passed  after  solemn  argument  and  pro- 
found investigation,  or  whether  silently,  and  without 
question.  States,  then,  mieht  modify  or  repeal  their 
laws  altogether,  and  "  the  Congresa"  might  direct  that 
original  votea  be  received  and  returned  without  the 


mediation  of  State  authorities,  as  a  courae  less  hurnfll- 
ating  to  State  aovereignties,  and  for  both,  more  dig- 
nified than  a  conflict  between  written  and  anwrittea 
law. 

I  make  no  pretensions  to  legal  precision  ;  etiU  I  fed 
a  degree  of  confidence  that  roembera  having  legal 
acuteness'  will  recogniae  the  distinctions  to  which  I 
have  alluded. 

I  have  treated  the  subject  as  I  honestly  view  it,  and 
aa  involving  policy,  prindplea,  and  interests,  of  more 
than  individual  concern,  chiefly  in  consequence  of  doc- 
trines assumed  by  my  opponent,  possibly  by  the  loose 
manner  of  putting  down  precedents  he  htes  urged,  and 
the  danger  of  their  extension  or  progression  in  appli- 
cation beyond  points  not  definitively  in  issue,  under 
the  original  reported  case. 

I  respectfully  submit  for  consideration  my  visws  of 
the  case,  and  the  case  itself. 

'  X).  C.  MERRILL. 


.^     Thursday,  January  6. 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  petition  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  credit  now  allowed  by  law  for 
the  duties  on  goods  imported  into  the  0oiled 
States  may  not  be  changed  to  a  cash  payment,  and 
that  a  moderate  duty  may  be  imposed  on  all  sales 
at  auction. — Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SwEARiNGEN  presented  a  petition  of  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  Central  Baak  of 
Greorgetown  and  Washington,  praying  for  a  re- 
newsd  of  their  charter,  witn  certain  ra^i^tioBs 
and  amendments  therein  stated ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petitkn  of 
William  Mcintosh,  accompanied  with  a  bill  for 
his  relief;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-moROw. 

The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  4^ 
charged  from  Ihe  further  conaiiieration  of  ^  tcso- 
lution  submitted  by  Mr.  Wo^bbridcib-  od  the  17lh 
ultimo,  directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  erpe- 
diency  of  proyidmi^  for  the  final  adjustment  of  the 
ancient  titles  to  land  within  the  Territory  of 
Michigan ;  and  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with  direc- 
tions to  make  the  said  inquiry. 

Mr.  Cobb,  from  the  committee  on  so  much  of 
the  President's  Message  as  relates  to  the  public 
buildings,  made  a  report,  which  was  read  ;  when 
Mr.  C.  reported  a  bill  making  appropriations  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  the  completion  ot  tne  repairs  of  ^le 
north  and  south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finijAlpg 
the  President's  House^  and  the  ereettoa  of  two 
new  Executive  ofilees ;  which  was  read  twic^  aad 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Howe  «  leMer 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  trtnsmittiii^  a 
statement  of  th^  expenditure  and  appli<mtMMi  e£ 
the  moneys  drawn  from  the  Treasury  oir  accovRt 
of  the  Navy,  during  the  year  ending  the  90ch  of 
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September,  1819,  and  of  the  unexpended  balances 
of  former  appropriations  remaining  in  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  Ist  October,  1819 ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Louisiana,  prepared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  tbat  district,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  22d  February  la^  -, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary. 

Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  after  offering  some 
explanatory  remarks^  and  some  facts  to  show  the 
expediency  of  his  object,  submitted  the  following 
uootion,  which  was  adopted : 

Reioltedf  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
further  provisions,  by  law,  for  the  custody  of  persons 
imprisoned  under  the  authority  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  Butes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  was  instructed  to  in- 
quire whether  imy,  and,  if  any,  what  further  pro- 
visions are  necessary  to  define  and  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ranuolpu,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
statements  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
United  States  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Federal  Gtovernment  until  the  31st  day  of  De- 
cember last,  distinguishing  the  revenue  derived 
from  customs,  internal  taxes,  direct  tax,  postafire, 
public  lands,  and  miscellaneous  sources ;  and  also 
classing  the  expenditures  under  the  following 
heads :  MilUary,  viz :  pay  and  subsistence  of  the 
Army^  fortifications,  ammunition,  arms,  arming 
the  militia^  detachments  of  militia,  services  of  mi- 
litia, services  of  volunteers;  Indian  departTnent, 
naval  departvunt,  fofreign  intercourse,  civU  list,  mis- 
cdlaneous  civil  exfemes,  revoltUianary  pensions,  other 
pensions  J  exhibitmg  an  aggregate  of  the  receipts 
and  expenditures  for  each  year^  separately. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  entitled  "An  act 
making  a  partial  appropriation  for  the  military 
service  of  the  United  States  for  the  year  1820," 
with  amendments.  They  have  also  passed  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  to  wit :  "An  act  to  provide 
for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  forei^ 
commerce  of  the  United  States  "  and  "An  act  lor 
the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  legal  representatives  of 
Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased;"  in  which  amend- 
ments and  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

The  said  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bills  irom  the  Senate  above  mentioned 
were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred,  the  former 
to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  and  the  latter  to 
the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr.  Darunciton  submitted  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution : 


Whereas  there  appears  to  be  considerable  dissatis- 
faction among  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, iwho  reside  without  the  limits  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  on  account  of  the  inconveniences  to 
which  they  are  subjected  by  the  present  mode  of  gov- 
ernment in  said  District ;  and  whereas  it  is  desirable 
that  Congress  should,  as  far  as  practicable,  be  re- 
lieved from  the  duty  of  legislating  in  cases  where  it  is 
at  once  burdensome  in  itself  and  unacceptable  to  the 
people :  Therefore, 

Kesolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  retroceding  and  restoring  to  the  States  of  Maryland 
and  Virginia,  respectively,  all  such  portions  of  the 
territory  of  said  District  not  included  within  the  lim- 
its of  the  city  of  Washington,  as  were  derived  from 
those  States. 

Mr.  Darlington  said  he  submitted  this  reso- 
lution from  a  belief  that  an  inquiry  was  necessary 
and  proper.  This  House  had  refused  to  take 
measures  towards  organizing  a  Territorial  goven- 
ment  within  the  District.  It  had  also  rejected  a 
proposition  to  admit  a  Delegate  to  represent  the 
people  of  the  District  in  Congress;  and  it  was 
pretty  evident  that  the  inhabitants  were  not  weU 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  they  were  le- 
gislated for  by  Congress.  He  could  see  no  gpod 
reason  for  holding  the  people  of  this  District  in  a 
species  of  vassalage  contrary  to  their  wishes ;  and 
as  it  was  only  a  proposition  to  inquire,  he  hoped 
the  resolution  might  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  put  whether  the  House  would 
now  consider  the  resolution,  and  negatived. 

JACOB  PURKILL. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Jacob  Purkill,  praying  that  a  law  may 
pass  allowing  him  the  sum  of  $700  for  his  negro 
man  Archy,  who  died,  as  the  petitioner  alleges,  in 
consequence  of  a  disease  contracted  by  working 
in  mud  and  mire  at  New  Orleans,  under  the  order 
of  General  Jackson,  who  had  impressed  him  into 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  submitted  the 
following  report: 

James  Edwards  states  on  oath  that,  in  the  montii 
of  November,  1814,  being  employed  by  John  Willis 
as  patroon  or  commander  of  the  barge  Kitty,  then  ly- 
ing at  Eddyville,  he  hired  Jacob  Purkill's  negro  man 
Archy  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  voyage  to  Orleans 
and  back;  that  they  arrived  at  Orleans  about  the  17th 
of  December,  when  the  white  men  were  taken  to  man 
the  lines,  and  the  negroes  Tamong  whom  Archy  was 
one)  were  impressed  by  order  of  General  Jackson  for 
fatigue  duty  ;  that,  after  said  negro  had  been  thus  em* 
ployed  for  twenty-six  or  twenty-seven  days,  on  hear- 
ing he  was  sick,  the  witness  went  and  found  him  in 
a  very  exposed  situation,  lying  on  three  boards  on  a 
small  tuft  surrounded  by  mud  and  mire  more  than 
shoe  deep ;  that  the  negro  was  Uken  to  the  barge, 
where  he  remained  three  days ;  that  Mr.  Willis  then 
sent  him  to  a  boarding-house,  where  good  care  was 
taken  of  him  until  some  time  in  March,  when  he  waa 
brought  to  the  barge,  then  about  to  return  home,  hmt 
where  he  died  on  the  firat  night,  as  the  witness  be- 
lieves, with  a  awifl  consumption,  occasioned  by  his 
exposure  in  the  mud  and  water  in  which  the  said 
witness  had  seen  him  at  work.  . 
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Two  other  witnesses,  George  Oracey  «nd  WiRiam 
Story  state  that  they  were  well  acquainted  with  the 
negro  alluded  to ;  that  he  was  a  valuable  slave,  weigh- 
ing about  one  hundred  and  seventy  pounds  ;  that  they 
saw  him  at  work  in  the  swamp  nearly  up  to  the  hips, 
and  likewise  at  the  boarding-house  whilst  he  was 
aick,  as  the  witnesses  believe,  with  a  consumption, 
which,  as  they  understood,  was  occasioned  by  his  ex- 
posure in  the  swamp  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Stotes. 

No  official  document  accompanies  the  petition 
showing  that  the  negro  was  really  impressed  into 
the  service  ;  no  deposition  or  certificate  from  the  owner 
of  the  vessel,  (Mr.  Willis,)  under  whose  care  and  pro- 
tection the  negro  was  placed ;  and  no  certificate  or 
statement  from  aiiy  surgeon  of  the  Army  or  physician 
to  show  that  the  disease  was  really  contracted  by  his 
exposure  as  before  stated. 

If  the  facts  were  established  beyond  the  possibility 
of  a  doubt  that  the  negro  contracted  the  disease  of 
which  he  died  whilst  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  it  would  be  considered  a  consequential  injury, 
for  which  the  petitioner  is  not  entitled  to  pay ;  but  the 
evidence  being  defective,  and  by  no  means  the  best  in 
the  power  of  the  petitioner  to  obtain,  either  in  relation 
to  the  impressment  or  to  the  cause  of  his  death,  the 
committee,  without  hesitation,  recommend  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolution : 

Ruolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

The  report  was  read,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

FOURTH  CENSUS. 
The  House  resmned,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair.)  the  consider- 
ation of  the  bill  providing  for  taung  the  fourth 
census — ^Mr.  Smith's  motion  to  provide  for  taking, 
with  the  c^isus,  an  account  of  the  various  manu- 
factures, being  the  question  before  the  Commit- 
tee- 
Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  withdrew  th«  amend- 
ment moved  by  him  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
offered  a  substitute  somewhat  modified;  which, 
having  been  further  modified,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cam PBCLL,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  bill  by  inserting  a  provision  directing 
the  enumeration  and  return  of  the  trade,  occupa- 
tion, or  employment  of  all  males  above  the  age  of 
sixteen  years. 

This  amendment  was  modified  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  so  as  to  be  con- 
fined to  the  number  of  persons  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, commerce,  and  manufactures,  respective- 
ly j  and,  thus  amended,  it  was  agreed  to  by  a  small 
majority. 

Some  other  amendments  of  a  minor  character 
were  made  in  the  details  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Crowell,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  strike  out 
the  word  |* August,"  and  insert  "May,"  as  the 
time  at  which  the  enumeration  should  commence, 
with  the  view  that  the  returns  should  be  received 
in  time  for  the  ratio  to  be  fixed  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  and  the  members  of  the  next  Con- 
gress be  elected  under  the  new  apportionment; 
and  thus  give  to  the  new  States  the  number  of 


representatives  in  the  next  Congress  to  whi& 
their  population  might  entitle  them,  instead  d 
allowing  such  a  delay  in  commencing  the  en«- 
meration  as  would  defer  to  the  18th  Congress  the 
operation  of  the  new  apportionment. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Campbell; 
and  was  lost  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  mov^d  to  strike  out 
"August,"  and  insert  "June,"  with  the  view  of 
enabling  the  Legislature  of  New  York  (and  pa- 
hape  others)  to  apportion  her  representation  in 
time  for  the  election  of  members  or  the  17th  Cdn- 
gress,  and  avoid  evils  which  had  resulted  in  that 
State  on  a  similar  occasion,  ^. 

This  motion  was  also  lost,  without  a  divtsioa. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend  the  bill  by  insert- 
ing a  column  in  the  schedule,  for  the  enumeratian 
of  "free  married  persons;"  which  motion  wis 
negatived. 

Mr.  RiCH  moved  that  free  colored  persons  be 
enumerated,  and  returned  separately,  with  their 
ages  classed  in  the  same  manner  as  slaves. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  wished  to  know  die 
policy  of  thus  informing,  by  official  enumeration 
and  publication,  that  class  of  population  oftheii 
strength  and  numbers.  What  good  was  to  grow 
out  of  it? 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  the  amendment  had 
been  offered  partly  on  his  suggestion,  and  he  could 
see  no  possible  mischief  in  the  provision.  As  to 
its  policy,  it  would  efiect  more  completely  one  of 
the  objects  of  taking  a  census,  which  was  to  show 
the  comparative  increase  in  all  classes  of  onr 
population,  and  enable  the  Government  to  canj 
mto  effect  more  perfectly  the  purposes  of  the  peri- 
odical enumeration.  There  was  no  part  ot  the 
United  States  in  such  a  condition,  as  related  to 
this  class  of  people,  as  to  render  any  mischief  possi- 
ble iVom  sucn  a  provision. 

Mr.  Campbelx  attempted  to  render  the  amend- 
ment more  minute  by  distinguishing  those  undte 
ten  years  of  age;  but  this  was  opposed  by  Mi. 
Clat  and  Mr.  LdWNnEs  as  useless,  inasmuch  as 
the  returns  would  be  very  uncertain;  and  the  latter 
gentleman  extended  his  remarks  to  the  provisioB 
respecting  the  enumeration  of  manufactures,  to 
say  that,  though  he  would  not  object  to  any  mo- 
tion intended  to  obtain  useful  information,  yet 
that  provision,  every  one  would  agree  who  had 
exammed  the  returns  ten  years  a^,  would  pro- 
duce no  result  on  which  any  reliance  could  be 
placed,  dbc. 

Mr.  Campbell's  motion  was  negatired,  and 
Mr.  Rich's  then  agreed  to — ^yeas  74. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  following  section: 

Sic.  11.  And  be  it  further  enaciedt  That,  in  the 
CeniUB,  when  the  luperficial  content  of  any  county  or 
parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  square,  and  the  number 
of  inhabitanti  in  said  parish  or  county  shall  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  five  hundred,  the  asiisUnts  shall 
be  allowed,  with  the  approbation  of  the  judges  of  their 
respective  districts  or  territories,  such  further  eompea- 
aation  as  shall  be  deemed  reasonable,  provided  tba 
same  does  not  exceed  three  dollars  for  every  fiAj  pif^ 
sons  by  them  returned. 
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The  Coramittee  then  rose,  reported  their  pro- 
ceedincs,  and  the  hill  and  amendments  were 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  hill  for  the  relief  of  J.  B.  C.  Lucas  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Clement  B.  Penrose  also  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  claims  {nroduced  a  good  deal  of  animated 
debate  in  Committee,  and  were  both  ultimately 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading;  and, 
at  a  late  hour,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  January  7. 
g  Mr.  Mt:i08  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  mer- 

y        chants  and  traders  in  the  city  of  New  York,  pray- 
^        ing  that  the  acts  allowing  a  credit  for  the  duties 
I        on  importations  may  be  replied;  that  the  said 
duties  may  be  made  payable  in  cash  at  the  time  of 
importation ;  and  that  heavy  duties  may  be  im- 
J         posed  on  all  sales  at  Ruction ;  which  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce. 
Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  the  President 
\        and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  pray- 
,        ing  for  an  extension  of  the  charter  of  the  said 
bank. — Referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

The  Speakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Commissioner  of. the  General  Land  Office, 
transmitting  a  copy  of  a  special  report  of  the  land 
officers  at  New  Orleans,  dated  20th  February, 
1817,  on  the  claim  of  Charles  Morgan;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Spbaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  his  an- 
nual report  in  relation  to  patents  issued  in  the  vear 
1819,  which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SToaas,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  amount  paid  in  each  year  to  the 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  ex- 
penses of  holding  courts  within  the  same,  since 
the  assumption  of  jur^diclion  by  Congress  over 
the  said  District,  together  with  the  amount  paid 
during  the  same  period  to  the  circuit  judges  thereof. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  sums  of 
money  which  have  been  actually  paid  since  the 
Peace  Establishment,  to  the  Greneral  officers  and 
their  staff,  who  are  attached  to  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  specifying  particularly  on  what  ac- 
count, to  whom,  and  when  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amendins  or  re- 
pealing the  act  passed  on  the  18th  of  April,  1814, 
entitle  "An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  for 
marshals,  clerks,  and  attomies,  in  the  cases  therein 
mentioned." 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting  the  infor- 
mation required  by  the  r^olution  of  the  Slst  ulti- 
mo, in  rdation  to  the  introduction  of  slaves  into 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  measures  adopted  to 
prevent  the  same,  which  was  ahio  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 


The  House  took  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  C. 
B.  Penrose,  and,  on  the  question  of  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  it  was 
nc^tived  without  a  division.  So  the  bill  was 
rejected. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  B.  C. 
Lucas  was  read  the  third  time,  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion whether  it  should  pass,  it  was  negatived  with- 
out a  division,  and,  of  course^  reject^  also. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow,  passed  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Shepley,  ad- 
ministrator of  Thomas  Buckminster,  also  passed 
through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  bills  were  severally  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  moved  the 
following  resolution : 

JUwived,  Thst  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  grant- 
ing to  each  State  a  tract  of  land,  not  n^ceeding  one 
hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  endowment  of  an  uni- 
versity in  each  State. 

The  House  having  agreed  to  consider  the- reso- 
lution, 

Mr.  Butler  remarked  that  this  proposition  was 
not  new  -,  that  it  was  before  the  House  at  the  last 
session  when  a  report  was  made  on  it  but  not  acted 
on.  It  was  an  mquiry  of  much  importance,  in 
manv  points  of  view,  and  he  hoped  his  resolution 
would  DC  adopted. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 
JOHN  PAYNE. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Payne,  Jun.,  reported 

That  the  petitioner  represents  that  in  the  year  1814 
he  entered  the  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  as  a 
cadet,  under  a  warrant  duly  granted  to  him  for  that 
purpose ;  that  he  con  tinned  in  the  performance  of  his 
dnty  at  that  place  until  the  month  of  Jane,  1816,  when, 
by  the  accidental  dischaive  of  a  piece  of  ordnance, 
whilst  be  was  in  the  act  of  charging  it,  his  right  hand 
and  a  part  of  his  arm  were  torn  off,  and  his  eyesight 
greatly  impaired.  For  these  injuries  the  petitioner 
prays  that  a  pension  may  be  granted  to  him  of  such 
amount  as  may  be  deemed  reasonable  and  jnst. 

The  committee  further  report  that  the  case  of  the 
petitioner,  in  their  opinion,  does  not  come  within  any 
of  the  laws  of  the  IJnited  States  in  relation  to  pen- 
sions ;  and  that  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  justice 
and  good  policy  to  extend  relief  to  students  in  the  Mil- 
itary Academy  for  injuries  received  whilst  pursuing 
their  studies,  or  discharging  other  duties  assigned  to 
them.  The  committee,  therefore,  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Re^oived,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  re- 
jected. 

The  report  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

NEW  YORK  DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  (Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,)  on 
the  bill  granting  a  township  of  imblic  land  to  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
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Mr.  Mbiq8,  of  New  York,  said,  it  was  doubtless 
jMoper  that  he,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
who  reported  tfai^  bill,  should  give  some  account 
of  the  reasons  for  that  report.  The  State  of  New 
York,  in  the  y^r  1818,  incorporated  the  institution, 
at  the  request  of  several  benevolent  gentlemen,  and 
among  them  the  learned  and  amialMe  Dr.  MitchiU. 
The  institution  immediately  commenced  its  labors, 
and  had  continued  to  exert  itself,  with  slender 
means,  in  the  very  interesting  cause  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb.  It  now  had  under  its  protection  more 
than  fifty  children,  the  greater  part  of  whom  had 
made  surprising  progress  in  the  acquisition  of  m- 
formation.  But  what  is  still  more  remarkable, 
said  Mr.  M.,  by  the  happy  exertion  of  benevolent 
skill,  many  of  these  unfortunates  have  been  taught 
to  speak,  and,  very  latterly,  as  I  am  informed  by 
Dr.  Mitchill,  they  have  been  made  to  hear.  So 
great  has  been  the  success  of  the  kind  and  intelli- 
gent directors  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  that  I  am  per- 
haps justified  in  saying  that  it  promises  to  become 
an  institution  for  curinc^  the  deaf  and  dumb.  The 
present  application  to  the  Qovernment  would  not 
oe  made  on  the  plea  of  charity.  It  is,  perhaps, 
not  a  province  of  this  GJovemment  to  give  alms. 
But  it  is  made  on  the  ground  that  this  nation  re- 
gards kno^edge  as  the  basis  of  its  strength.  I  will 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee,  said  Mr.M.,to 
the  case  of  the  Asylum  at  Hartford;  which  received 
last  year  from  the  national  munificence  a  grant 
precisely  similar  to  the  one  contained  in  the  pres- 
ent bill.  I  feel  satisfied  that  nothing  is  required 
more  from  me  than  this  brief  statement  which  I 
have  made,  to  induce  the  Committee  to  make  this 
approndation  of  a  small  portion  of  our  immense 
landed  estate  for  so  good  and  humane  purposes. 

Mr.  Clat  (Speaker)  said  he  regretted,  exceed- 
ingly, that  ^e  felt  himself  obliged  to  object  to  a 
biu  which  was  recommended  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House  by  the  worthy  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr.  Meigs.)  and  especially  as  it  was  a  bill 
with  such  a  benevolent  object.  W  ai  ving  the  q^ues- 
tion,  whether,  after  the  lil>eral  endowment  by  Con- 
gress of  the  C<mnecticut  Asylum,  the  wants  of 
society  required  (which  he  doubted)  another  insti- 
tution for  the  deaf  and  dumb:  he  must  think  that, 
if  we  made  any  grant,  it  would  be  better  to  make 
it  direcdy  in  money  rather  than  land.  It  was  de- 
sirable that  Congress  should  retain  the  monopoly 
of  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  because  they  could 
better  rcffulate  the  manner  in  which  they  should 
be  brought  into  the  market,  and  could  count  with 
more  certainty  upon  the  produce  of  the  revenue 
from  that  source.  It  was  particularly  desirable  to 
avoid  the  competition  of  large  landholders,  whether 
corporations  or  individuals.  This  bill  proposes  a 
pant  of  a  township,  witk  certain  privil^res  of  se- 
lection and  location.  It  might  be  fairly  estimated, 
ocmsidering  those  privileges,  as  worth  about  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  object  no  doubt, 
of  the  New  York  institution,  was,  to  bring  it  into 
market ;  and  it  would  consequently  tend  to  supply 
the  demand  for  public  land  to  the  amount  of  the 
grant.  It  would  abstract  so  much  from  the  public 
revenue ;  and  ought  therefore  to  be  considered,  as 
m  effect  it  was,  a  grant  of  so  much  money.    And 


he  hoped,  if  the  bonoraU^  gentienMn  pressed  the 
passage  oif  the  bill,  that  he  would  move  an  emflid- 
ment,  to  substitute  money  for  land.  Mr.  C.  resBy 
thought  that  it  was  hig^  time  that  we  should  b^gia 
to  husband  the  public  resources.  Widi  an  esqptr 
exchequer,  we  ought  to  review  the  causes  wlua 
have  led  to  it,  and  examine  if  there  kad  been  w 
extravagant  profusion  on  the  part  of  CiovernDMSL 
He  thought  the  House  was  impenously  called  apaa 
to  pause.  He  repeated  the  exjo'ession  of  sittoCR 
regret  which  he  felt  in  interposing  any  obiectian 
to  the  bill ;  but  he  must  move  to  strike  out  the  SiA 
section  of  it. 

Mr.  Ranuolph  observed  that  he  was  cmosed 
to  this  bill  for  another  reason,  wfaieli  had  great 
weight  on  his  mind,  and  ou^t  to  have  on  that 
of  every  member  from  Vimnia  and  KeBtucky-4t 
was,  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  w^ere  offo&ed 
to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  that  contract  to  which 
the  States  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  were  paities, 
inasmuch  as  it  permitted  this  loeatioa  to  be  made 
on  any  of  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States 
The  State  of  Virginia,  Mr.  R.  feured,  stood  on  this 
floor,  as  elsewhere,  not  in  the  most  aiviable  light; 
she  was  often  held  up — it  was  a  proud  and  envwle 
distinction — as  a  target  for  the  shafts  of  poUtkal 
calumny.  It  was  for  others  to  enjoy  the  bounty 
of  this  House ;  it  was  for  her  to  receive  law,  sheer 
law,  when  she  could  make  out  a  color  of  tide. 
For  one,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  most  earnestly  hoped  ^ 
would  never  appear  at  this  bar.  or  on  this  noov,  in 
the  attitude  of  supplication ;  though  it  would  re- 
qmie  the  art  of  a  political  professor  in  classifica- 
tion and  nomenclature,  to  adduce  any  reproach 
instituted  against  her;  and,  notwithstanding  the 
manifest  violations  of  the  contract  by  which  she 
ceded  the  territory  out  of  which  three  of  the  largest 
States  of  the  Confederacy  have  been  fbraied,  she 
has  still  been  most  loyal.  She  had  never  done 
even  what  she  might  have  done;  she  had  aever 
issued  warrants  or  furnished  squattos  or  settlers 
for  this  territory.  She  gave  it  umt  the  general  pur- 
poses of  the  Confederacy — not  to  be  cat  up  lato 
seigniories  held  in  mortmain,  but  for  the  |Hildic 
benefit  of  the  Union.  This  bill,  Mr.  R.  continued, 
was  at  direct  variance  with  the  contract  of  cession 
of  the  territory  which  comprises  the  States  of  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  and  the  territory  northwest  of 
them.  With  regard  to  the  fpnint  to  the  school  at 
Hartford,  the  usefulness  of  it  could  not  onler 
into  the  view  which  he  had  taken  of  this  subject, 
nor  justify  the  present  donation.  If  we  go  ob  by 
precedents,  we  shall  lose  sight  of  the  ConetitatioD, 
instead  of  looking  to  it — looking  to  it  as  a  consti- 
tution of  delegated  powers — a  jealous,  ^[uarded 
delegation  of  authority.  Even  this  morning,  lli. 
R.  said,  the  House  had  declared,  by  its  vote,  (al- 
luding to  the  ordering  to  a  third  reading  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,  a  subutem  ofll- 
cer,  who  is  indemnified  the  amount  of  a Judgineat 
recovered  against  him  by  a  citizen  of  Tennesaee, 
whose  property  he  had  impressed  into  the  servicej 
that  it  will  preserve  hannless  all  who  violate  the 
laws ;  but,  when  that  subject  again  came  up^  Jse 
would  try  to  show  that  it  was  an  absurd  departnre 
from  the  legal  authority  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  knew  of  no  power 
but  delegated  iiower,  and  womd  not  partidjiate  in 
the  exercise  or  aaj  other.  He  also  entered  his  pro- 
test against  legblating^  by  precedents;  wheneyer 
we  shall  be  governed  l>3r  them,  he  said,  we  shall 
be  in  the  ^ur  road  to  despotism.  But,  even  on  the 
principle  of  precedent,  the  present  bill  could  not  be 
qeddcxi  bv  the  example  of  the  donation  to  the 
Hartford  Asylum*  Tnat  was  the  fint  institution 
of  the  kind  established  in  the  country ;  they  had 
aent  to  Europe  for  professors  to  introduce  the  sys- 
tem of  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  to  instruct 
others,  who  might  carry  the  benefits  of  the  art  into 
other  jparts  of  the  Union ;  it  was  on  thb  aceount 
that  the  grant  was  made.  In  the  Hartford  Asy- 
lum, too,  not  a  third  part  of  the  pupils  bdonged  to 
the  otate  of  Connecticut ;  its  benefits  embraced  the 
afficted  of  many  other  States;  and  it  had  peculiar 
elafans  to  the  aid  of  the  Qovemment. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB,  of  New  Hampshire,  made  a 
few  remarks  against  the  bill.  He  expressed  great 
respect  for  the  object  of  the  bill,  but  he  did  not 
fea  himself  at  liberty  to  bestow  on  it  the  property 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  Wabfivld,  of  Maiyland,  was  also  opposed 
to  the  bill,  not  l)eing  wilnng  to  appropriate  the 
public  land  to  such  objects.  If  it  was  proper  to 
dirert  the  public  funds  to  soeh  a  purpose,  let  it  be 
done  by  a  vote  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  and 
not  in  this  way.  He  respected  the  institution  for 
which  this  donation  was  asked ;  he  rejoiced  that 
the  asylum  of  Connecticut  had  succeeded  even 
beyond  the  expectations  of  its  friencte;  but  it  was 
no  reason  for  goincr  on  and  bestowing  the  property 
of  the  nation  on  aU  who  asked  it. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  said  that,  when 
humanity  called,  it  was  a  credit  to  the  House  to 
listen ;  but  his  object  now  wi^s  to  inquire  ivhat 
was  his  duty.  At  the  last  Congress,  either  from 
mtitude  for  \mng  sent  here,  and  from  joy  at 
laving  got  well  out  of  a  war.  or  from  some  other 
impulse,  we  made  a  ffrant  to  the  surviving  soldiers 
of  the  Revolution ;  like  sailors  from  a  long  voyage, 
just  paid  off,  who  jdve  money  to  every  one  they 
meet,  with  this  dinerence — tney  give  their  own 
money,  we  the  money  of  the  people.  He,  like 
others,  bad  been  led  away,  and  gave  his  vote  to 
the  relief  of  the  Revolutionary  soldiers.  He  had, 
however,  voted  against  the  grant  to  the  Hartford 
Asylum,  because  he  saw  it  would  lead  to  other 
applications  for  similar  grants.  This  was  one  of 
mem.  It  wcmld  be  better,  he  thought,  to  attend 
to  replenishing  the  Treasury  than  to  vote  away 
the  public  foods  on  every  object  that  asks  them. 
If  we  go  on  in  this  way,  said  Mr.  H. — if  we  are 
not  deaf  to  calls  like  this,  our  constituents  will  be 
struck  dumb  at  such  conduct. 

And  deaf,  I  hope,  to  all  our  apologies  for  it,  said 
Mr.  Randolph,  who  rose  ibr  the  puipoae  of  ex- 
tending a  remark  of  Mr.  Holmbb  ;  and  would  take 
the  liberty  to  insinuate  to  Mr.  Mbigs,  that  it  was 
f«ry  easy  to  be  wise  and  generous  at  other  jpeople's 
expense.  In  reference  to  the  aJBlietcxI  bem^  for 
whose  benefit  this  bill  was  urged,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
ibould  be  sorry  if  any  gentleman  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  possess  the  same  ezperienoe  as  himself.    If 


diere  was  any  thing  which  he  understood,  it  waa 
this.  But  he  asked  if  this  case  came  witnin  the 
Constitution.  The  Committee  had  been  told  of 
armies,  and  the  expense  lavished  on  the  pomp  and 
circumstance  of  war.  On  looking  at  the  Consti- 
tution, he  found  power  given  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  but  discovered  nothing  about  supporting 
the  deaf  and  dumb.  Mr.  R.  asked  the  friends  of 
this  bill  to  show  him  the  authority  for  it  from  the 
States — ^point  it  out  in  the  deed  of  gift  from  the 
people.  Was  it  necessary — ^not  according  to  the 
old-fashioned  meaning  ot  that  word,  but  according 
to  the  modem  acceptation — ^was  it  necessary  to 
carry  into  effect  any  other  power  ?  They  had  just 
as  much  right  to  make  the  office  of  Presidimt  he- 
reditary ;  to  pass  a  septennial  act  for  the  meeting 
of  Congress;  or  do  any  other  unauthorized  aot^  as 
to  make  this  grant,  if  not  found  in  the  Constitu- 
tion. As  to  being  ashamed  to  refuse  this  ffrant. 
after  passing  others  which  Mr.  Meios  had  referred 
to,  let  the  galled  jade  wince.  Mr.  R.  said  his 
withers  were  unwrunff ;  he  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  But,  because  the  House  had  hc&i  betrayed  into 
one  act  which  the  Constitution  did  not  justify, 
were  they,  for  that  cause,  to  go  on  iathe  same 
course?  Was  it  any  reason  why  they  should  not 
attempt  reform,  or  look  at  the  Constitution  for  au- 
thority on  any  other  occasion  1  Mr.  R.  repeated 
that  this  was  a  Qovemment  of  delegated  powers 
and  of  limited  authority ;  and  it  was  the  bounden 
duty  of  every  member  to  inquire  if  there  was  any 
authority  for  this  grant,  either  expressly  or  as  ne- 
cessary to  carry  other  powers  into  execution,  ^. 
If  there  was  not,  it  would  be  jurt  as  proper  for  a 
jury  to  give  a  verdict  contrary  to  the  evidence,  as- 
to  vote  for  this  bill  without  authority  from  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  Barboub,  of  Virginia,  expressed  his  satis- 
faetion  that  the  motion  had  been  made  by  the 
Speaker.  He  felt  certainly  no  hostility  towards  an 
institution  which  must,  in  its  nature,  excite  the 
sensibility  of  every  man.  But  was  that  to  induce 
the  House  to  vote  this  grant  1  The  public  do- 
main, Mr.  B.  argued,  was  a  public  fund,  intended 
to  rdieve  the  burden  of  taxation  on  the  people. 
He  adverted  to  the  probability  that  the  CSovera- 
ment  would  have  to  borrow  money  this  year;  pass 
this  bill,  and  it  would  present  the  spectacle  of  a 
Gkjvernnment  borrowing  with  one  hand  and  giving 
away  with  the  other.  Bygianting  the  public  lan£ 
to  the  institutions  of  one  State,  Mr.  B.  maintained 
that  it  operated  an  injustice  on  the  other  States, 
inasmucn  as  it  diminished  their  proportions  in  the 
public  lands,  which  belonged  equally  to  all*  It 
was  time  to  make  a  pause,  a  solemn  pause,  in 
voting  away  these  gratuities.  He  referred  to  the 
inunense  expenditure  which  had  bec(»ne  necessary 
by  yielding  to  fedin^,  and  passing  the  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Revolutionary  sddiers;  that  act  was 
the  oflbpring  of  feeling,  and  it  had  involved  the 
nation  m  an  expense  oi  three  millions  of  dollars  a 
year — a  sum  more  than  half  the  interest  of  the 
whole  national  debt  for  one  year.  That  act,  how- 
ever, heavily  as  it  pressed  on  the  Treasury,  was 
the  more  justifiable  on  account  of  the  impemnt 
services  and  the  sufferings  of  the  objects  of  it 
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Slioold  the  pratent  grant  be  made  to  the  New 
York  asylum,  it  must  be  axYen  to  charitable  insti- 
tutions in  other  States.  If  all  the  States  receired 
equally,  it  would  diminish  the  proportion  of  all 
aUke  in  the  public  lands,  and  it  would  be  no  peci^- 
Uar  benefit  to  either;  the  House  must  therefore  act 
unequally  or  act  uselessly.  Mr.  B.  said  feeling 
and  sympathy  were  bad  guides  in  public  conduct; 
when  any  thmg  was  asked  in  the  name  of  justice, 
there  were  rules  by  which  to  decide  correctly  and 
uniformly ;  but,  when  they  legislated  on  the  score 
of  charity,  they  would  act  according  to  impulse; 
one  Congress  would  be  guided  by  feeling,'  and 
another  perhaps  by  precedent,  dtc.  This  was  a 
dangerous  mode  of  proceeding.  But  this  grant 
was  advocated  in  the  name  of  knowledge,  whieh 
is  the  basis  of  liberty.  If  for  the  promotion  of 
knowledge,  Mr.  B.  said,  why  did  New  York  apply 
to  this  House ;  why  not  rely  on  her  own  resources  ? 
Virginia,  with  less  resources  than  New  York,  had 
established  a  system  of  public  education,  for  which 
she  might  with  as  much  propriety,  ask  of  this 
House  a  similar  donation  of  public  land.  Mr.  B. 
said  he  felt,  as  a  man.  for  tne  unhappy  class  of 
beings  who  were  the  objects  of  the  bill ;  he  would 
drop  tears  for  their  affliction,  but  he  could  not 
give  his  support  to  this  bill ;  it  would  be  incon- 
sistent with  nis  ideas  of  public  duty ;  he  could  not 
ffive  to  one  what  he  could  not  to  all ;  it  would  not 
be  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Meigs  again  rose.  He  had  flattered  him- 
self, he  said,  it  would  be  utterly  unnecessary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  Committee  again  upon  this  oc- 
casion. But,  when  he  found  that  this  oill  had  had 
the  misfortune  to  call  forth  the  hostility  of  such 
able  and  eloquent  gentlemen  as  the  Speaker  of 
this  House  and  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  it 
became  his  duty,  feeble  as  he  was,  to  speak  for 
those  whose  mouths  Gk)d  had  shut.  Would  to 
Hearen,  said  he,  that  this  necessity  did  not  exist ! 
Would  to  Heaven,  that  each  of  the  silent  inno- 
cents* whose  cause  I  am  thus  called  on  to  advocate 
was  able  to  speak  in  the  fine  and  commanding 
tones  of  ^e  honorable  SpcaJcer.  Sir.  I  have  no 
intention  to  appeal  to  the  humaiiity  oi  this  Com- 
mittee ;  I  mean  to  move  them,  if  I  can,  by  far  dif- 
ferent considerations.  Knowledffe  is  power ;  and 
I  call  upoh  this  Government  to  aSbrd,  for  purposes 
of  instruction  in  all  that  constitutes  knowledge  to 
a  most  interestinff  portion  of  the  community,  some 
small  pittance  ofthose  vast  resources  whicn  here- 
tofore nave  been  consecrated,  if  I  may  so  express 
myself,  to  the  naval,  military,  and  domestic  ex- 
pense ;  to  the  destrovinff  arts  or  war,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  civil  splendor.  And  I  now  hope  that 
the  Speaker,  whose  talents  have  done  his  coun- 
try much  service  in  one  war.  in  its  conduct,  and 
still  more  eminently  in  the  nappy  peace,  4q  con- 
cluding which  he  had  the  far  greater  gbry  to  be 
instrumental ;  and  that  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Barbour.)  who,  with  the 
Speaker,  may  have  recorded  a  hundred  votes  for 
warlike  purposes^  will  now,  for  once  at  least,  re- 
cord their  votes  for  an  appropriation  in  aid  of  die 
gropagation  of  knowleoge.  He  said  that,  when 
e  cast  his  eyes  upon  the  aiehitecturai  splendor  by 


which  he  was  surrounded ;  when  he  saw  that  erea 
a  thing  to  hold  candles  had  cost  thb  naluni  tica- 
sure  enough  to  give,  perhaps,  one  whole  year's  tu- 
ition to  the  unfortunate  pmons  who  were  the  ob- 
{'ects  of  this  bill ;  when  he  remarked  the  beantM 
»ut  expensive  marble  figure  of  Hi^ory  iust  erected 
in  this  Hall,  he  could  not  refrain  from  hoping  that 
she  would  not,  among  her  first  acts,  hare  to  record 
that  this  nation  rejected  the  silent  prater  6[  tke 
deaf  and  dumb  for  a  few  acres  of  our  boundlesB 
territories  to  enable  them  to  know,  while  she  votei 
the  lavishment  of  millions  for  devastating  war  and 
domestic  pomp.  Let  it  be  now  determmed,  aaii 
he,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  honorable  body 
that  knowledge  is  power,  and  that  for  sueh  aaeiM 
as  its  universal  dinusion,'there  is  no  expense  which 
could  be  deemed  iMt>fusion.  I  wish,  with  profoaad 
sincerity,  that,  instead  of  one  or  two  stafieameB, 
I  eloquent  and  able^  like  the  Spbakbh  and  the  hon- 
orablegentleman from  Virginia, (Mr.  RAitDOLPs,) 
there  were  one  hundred  thousand  j  and,  instead  ot 
a  handful  of  philosophers,  faoldmg  all  scieaee 
within  a  small  and  mysterious  bound,  a  hundred 
thousand  of  these,  too,  in  our  free  land. 

Mr.  M.  said  he  had  declared  that  he  would  not 
make  any  appeal  to  the  humane  feehngs  of  the 
Committee;  but  he  had  a  right  Xib  say  tfaat,aithoiigk 
France  had  reaped  many  a  trium|a  by  battle  upon 
the  land,  and  England  mmy  upon  the  sea,  ye^  it 
might  be  possible  their  bene  volenti  institatkias 
would  outlast,  in  the  memory  and  afiectioiis  of 
mankind,  every  military  <»r  naval  glory  w^ch  they 
had  gained ;  for  who  was  igncMranC  of^  who  was 
th^e  that  did  not  admire  the  mild  benevoiei»ee  of 
the  Paris  institution  for  the  teaching  and  proceet- 
ing  the  deaf  and  dumb?  Society  ev^ywkm 
adopted  them  as  its  children ;  they  were  ererf- 
where  pitied,  and  ought,  if  they  did  not,  to  find 
every  power  their  friend  and  guardian.  Sii^  if  I 
wished  to  make  an  attempt  upon  the  feelings  of 
this  House,  instead  of  lifting  my  voice,  I  would 
bring  here  in  front  of  the  Speaker's  seat  the  tixtf 
children,  and  I  should  be  then  sure  that,  widiooc 
voices,  their  intelli^nt  features,  their  sparUing 
eyes,  and  their  anuable  demeanor,  woiud  eom- 
mand,  irresistiUy,  the  hardest  heart  in  this  Home 
to  lean  to  their  cause.  The  honorable  member  firona 
Virginia  (Mr.  Ran ndi^pn)  has  discorered  diat,  in 
truth,  we  have  no  power,  under  the  Constitation 
of  these  United  States,  to  make  a  giant  for  tkt 
purposes  contained  in  this  bill.  I  regret  that,  ua- 
der  that  clause  of  the.  Constitution  upon  which  lie 
has  just  commented :  "  that  Congress  shall  haTe 
PQwer  to  make  all  laws  necessary  for  the  porpoee 
of  carrying  into  execution,"  dtc.,  we  really  hare 
no  authority  to  establish  and  maintain  syatenos  of 
instruction.  I  have  seen  that  the  learned  Judcoi 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  thia  land  have  ni~  ~ 
tained  the  Constitutional  existence  ofa  bank ; 

that  Hortensius,  by  most  able  and  coiudusive  i 

oning,  although  in  a  different  line  of  direction,  has 
arrived  at  the  same  haj^y  conclusion;  and  I  nrast 
exjHress  my  regret  and  astonishment  together,  that 
this  famous  clause  of  the  Constitution  has  dbe 
magical  strength  to  bear  ao  vast  a  bank,  and  ia  ftt 
too  feeble  to  raise  a  common  school. 
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I  have  wished  that  it  migbt  be  cotuddeEed  ne- 
[  oeesary  and  proper  to  spread  instruction,  and  dif- 
i  fase  far  and  wide  knowledge,  without  which  our 
Constitution  itself,  and  still  less  our  statutes,  could 
X  not  long  be  maintained.  I  feel,  said  Mr.  M.,  that, 
under  the  pow^ful  opposition  of  such  gentlemen  as 
[  the  Speaker  of  this  House,  whose  talents  alone  are 
I  sufficient,  if  exerted,  to  destroy  mightier  matters 
than  this  poor  little  bill;  of  the  gentleman  frohi 
,  Viiyinia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  whose  genius  and  ex- 
peiie&ee  are  alwavs  readv  to  be  poured  out  by  his 
eloquence;  and  or  the  other  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Barboum,^  whose  abilities  also  are 
competent  to  spreater  things — this  bill  will  fail  of 
its  passage.  If  this  must  be  its  fate,  I  at  least 
shall  hare  the  satis&ction  to  record  my  vote,  among 
tine  first  which  1  give  in  this  House,  for  a  grant  of 
a  few  acres  of  our  immense  public  estate  for  the 
noble  purpose  of  instruction.  And  I  shall  at  least 
not  be  alarmed  at  the  idea  of  exhausting  our  re- 
aources  upon  the  deaf  and  dumb;  for,  thank  God, 
the  number  is  small,  perhaps  not  exceeding  one 
thousand  in  the  whole  United  States,  I  was  pleas- 
ed to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  last  up, 
(Mr.  B^R^ouR,)  declare  the  wise  munificence  of 
nis  native  State  in  endowments  for  literary  pur- 
poses; for  he  has  enabled  me  to  enjoy  the  proud 
satisfaction  of  stating  to  this  committee  the  fact, 
that  the  State  of  New  York  has  likewise  been 
nobly  munificent  to  learning ;  that  she  has  appro- 
piated  to  that  end  more  than  two  millions  oi  dol- 
lars; that  eleren  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  this 
sum  constitute  the  fund  for  the  support  of  com- 
mon schools ;  and  that,  last  year,  more  than  two 
hundred  thousand  children  received  the  benefit  of 
this  admirable  fund.  Glorious  rivalry,  said  Mr. 
M.,  in  which  even  these  who  are  last  and  least 
must  rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  other  members 
of  the  Confederacy. 

Mr.  Clay  rose  again  to  remark,  that  the  whole 
of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  the  United  States,  at  least 
all  those  incompet^t  to  support  themselves  at  an 
asylum  by  their  own  estates,  might  be  educated 
at  the  Connecticut  asylum,  now  in  successful  op- 
oration.  He  therefore  did  not  think  an  additional 
asylum  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  necessary ;  but  even 
supposing  that  anoUierinstitution  were  necessary 
for  the  American  communitv,  was  ijt  proper  that 
it  should  be  fixed  at  New  York,  which  was  not 
more  than  one  hundred  miles  from  the  asylum  at 
Hartford ;  and  least  of  all  would  it  be  proper  to 
locate  it  in  a  place'  so  expensive  as  New  York? 
If  another  institu^n  was  to  be  encouraged,  let  it  go, 
Mr.  C.  said,  into  the  interior,  among  a  class  to 
which  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Fob  REST,  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends,) 
belongs,  whose  frugal,  regular,  and  industrious 
habits,  and  simfdicity  of  character,  suited  them  to 
the  management  of  such  things ;  but  not,  he  re- 
peated, establish  it  in  a  large  citj^  remarkable  for 
Its  expensive  and  luxurious  habits,  &c.  These 
reasons^  Mr.  C.  thought,  might  fairly  be  adduced 
in  addition  to  the  others  which  had  been  justly 
urged  against  the  bill;  and  he  must  still  hope,  not- 
withstanding the  eloquent  manner  in  whien  the 
bill  had  been  supported  by  the  gentleman  from 


New  York,  (Mr.  Miios,)  that  his  own  motion 
would  prevail,  and  the  first  section  be  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  said  he  elearly  per- 
ceived that  the  Committee  was  prepared  to  reject 
the  bill;  but  he  could  not  resist  tne  inclination 
which  he  felt  to  make  some  remarks  on  the  extra- 
ordinarjr  objections  which  gentlemen  had  raised 
against  its  passage.  The  bul.  he  said,  had  called 
forth  not  only  the  wit,  but  also  the  acrimony  of 

fentlemen,  to  a  degree  quite  unexpected,  and  in 
is  opinion  altogether  unjustified  by  any  circum- 
stances which- had  attend^  its  progress.'  Gentle- 
men might  with  some  show  of  propriety  call  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  selfish,  but  he  could  not 
perceive  in  ^hat  point  of  view  it  appeared  ridicu- 
lous. They  asked  a  portion  of  the  public  lands 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  them  in  the  education  of 
the  deaf  and  dumb.  Was  this  a  proper  subject  of 
merriment  ?  The  honorable  gentleman  from  Cos^ 
necticut  (Mr.  Foot)  thought  we  had  no  Consti- 
tutional right  to  be  generous.  This,  Mr.  G.  said, 
might  be  true  or  fiuse,  without  throwing  much 
light  oii  the  subject  before  the  Conunittee^  The 
only  important  inquiry  is,  has  Congress  the  power 
to  dispose  of  the  public  lands?  The  gentleman 
saw  UQ  evil  in  the  donation  to  Connecticut ;  but 
he  seemed  to  apprehend  the  destruction  of  our  lib- 
erties by  the  proposed  grant.  Wherein,  Mr.  G. 
asked,  consists  the  wonderful  difference  between 
the  two  cases  in  point  of  principle  or  result?  Why, 
sir,  in  the  Connecticut  asylum  were  to  be  found 
some  pupib  from  without  the  State.  But^  un- 
fortunately for  the  honorable  gentleman,  the  difier- 
ence  was  only  imaginary,  and  did  not  exist  in 
pointof  fact 

The  honcNrable  Speaker,  said  Mr.  G.,  thinks  that 
the  city  of  New  York  is  an  expensive  place,  and 
con8e<p]e9tly  not  well  calculated  for  the  education 
of  persons  of  any  description.  He  paints  the 
splendor  of  the  drawing-rooms  of  the  merchants 
of  that  great  city  with  the  hand  of  a  master  and 
with  the  accuracy  of  one  well  acquainted  with 
his  subject.  But,  sir,  said  Mr.  G.,  although  ex- 
travagance is  visible  among  the  rich  and  gay, 
economy  may  also  be  found  among  its  inhabitants. 
We  are  not  to  inquire  into  the  customs  of  the 
fashionables,  Imt  into  the  prices  of  rents  and  pro- 
Tisions,  in  (Nrder  to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  the 
location.  For  the  cheapness  and  variety  to  be 
found  in  its  markets^  New  York  has  no  rival.  It 
is  also  said  that  it  is  partiality  to  grant  lands  to 
one  State  and  not  to  another*  For  my  part,  said 
Mr.  G.,  I  am  willing  that  a  similar  grant  should 
be  made,  for  a  simimr  purpose,  to  every  State  in 
the  Union.  He  doubted,  he  said,  whether  we 
could  apply  the  public  lands  to  a  better  purpose^ 
and  he  believed  he  was  not  alone  in  so  thinking. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
(Mr.  Holmes,)  Mr.  G.  said,  could  not  restrain  his 

J  propensity  to  l>e  witty  on  this  occasion.  He  had 
ancied  the  people  of  the  United  States  struck  dumb 
at  the  enormity  of  the  unheard  of  provisions  of 
this  bill.  It  would  be  well  for  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, said  Mr.  G.,  if  his  constituents  were  both 
deaf  and  dumb;  for,  if  they  (H»ke  at  all,  (bey 
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■lust  ezdatm  against  the  parsimony  of  their  R^h 
resentative. 

On  the  whole,  Mr.  G.  said,  he  considered  the 
object  of  the  proposed  donation  as  one  worthy  the 
patronage  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  cheap- 
ness of  prorisions  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
the  facility  of  intercourse  which  it  enjoyed  with 
all  parts  of  the  Union,  rendered  it  the  most  eligible 
of  any  place  for  an  institution  of  the  kind,  and 
that,  by  the  grant  of  the  land  proposed,  it  would 
experience  much  benefit,  without  afiecting,  in  the 
leiut,  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  For 
these  reasons  he  would  vote  for  the  biU  and  against 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  Rhba  also  offered  some  remarks,  not  heard, 
in  opposition  to  the  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  a^eed  to  strike 
out  the  first  section;  which  decision  the  House 
affinaed  by  a  large  majority,  and  of  course  the  bill 
was  rejected. 


Monday,  January  10. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
the  Cmnmittee  of  Claims  were  discharged 
frooi  the  further  consideration  of  the  Message  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  of  the  24th  of 
December  last,  in  relation  to  the  Danbh  brigan- 
tine  Henrick  and  her  cargo ;  and  the  same,  with 
the  accompanying  documents,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Afiairs. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affiurs.  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry innabitants  of  the  town  of  St  Louis,  in  the 
Teiritory  of  Missouri,  respecting  trade  with  the 
Indian  tribes,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  managers  appointed  at 
a  meeting  ot  sundry  persons  held  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  friendly  to  the  system  of  Yaccma- 
tioo.  reported  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Managers 
of  tne  National  Vaccine  Institution ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next 

The  Sfbaksr  mid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  statement 
contaimng  an  abstract  of  all  the  returns  made  to 
hi9  Department  by  the  collectors  of  the  pustoms  in 
the  years  1818  and  1819,  of  registered  seamen  in 
the  difierent  ports  of  the  United  States ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  UKssage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  establishing  a  circuit  court  within  and  for  the 
District  of  Mame."  in  which  they  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs  were  instructea  to  inquire  into  the 
eamediency  of  reducing,  or  entirely  stopping,  the 
military  fortifications. 

On  motion  of  Bifr.  Hendricks,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  instructed  to  lay  before  this 
Hoqse  an  aniraal  statement  of  the  nimber  of  aerai 


of  land  sold  at  the  sevciml  land  offices^  from  their 
institution  to  the  dOth  September,  1819 ;  of  the 
moneys  accruing  and  the  moneys  received  from 
such  sales ;  of  the  sums  due  the  Goremment  and 
unpaid;  and  of  the  sales  of  forfeitures  for  non- 
payment ; — keeping  separate  that  part  of  the  state- 
ment which  relates  to  the  States  of  Ohio,  IiMUana, 
and  Illinois,  formerly  the  Northwestern  Territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affiurs  were  instructea  to  consider  the  ex- 
pediency of  so  modifying  the  act  establisliing  a 
Board  of  Commissionacs  of  the  Navy,  as  to  make 
the  Secretary  of  the  Na?y,  for  the  time  being,  the 
presiding  officer  of  that  board;  and,  also,  of  ao 
limiting  the  tenor  of  the  commissions  of  the  mea- 
bers  thereofl  as  to  secure  the  aceumulating  cxpen- 
ence  and  talents  of  our  naval  commanders  in  that 
department,  by  a  periodical  rotation  in  offioe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cocre,  the  Secretary  of  War 
was  directed  to  report  to  this  House  the  terma  on 
which  the  contract  has  been  made  for  frirnishiny 
transportation  to  the  troops  ordered  on  the  expedi- 
tion to  the  Mandan  villages,  on  the  Missouri  nycr; 
and  also  if  any,  and  what  other  terms,  may  hare 
been  proposed  for  furnishing  the  saone,  and  by 
whom  made. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ether  Ship- 
ley was  r^  a  third  time,  and  ] 


REVOLUTIONARY  PJINSIONS. 

Mr.  Cannon,  of  Tennessee,  offered  for  consid- 
eration the  following  resolution : 

Ruohedt  That  the  Committee  on  Revolatiootiy 
Pensions  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  law  on  the  sobject,  so  as  to  place  sol- 
diers and  officers  on  an  equality,  by  allowing  to  each 
a^  equal  portion  of  the  bounty  of  the  Government. 

The  House  having  agreed  by  a  bare  majority 
to  consider  the  resolution — 

Mr.  Cannon,  iierceiving  from  this  vote  that  there 
was  much  objection  to  the  proposition,  made  a  few 
remarks  in  support  of  it.  During  acdye  aerriei^ 
he  admitted  that  the  compensation  ought  to  be  in 
some  degree  proportioned  to  rank :  but,  where  the 
bounty  of  the  UoTemment  was  di^p^ised  to  le- 
liere  me  necessities  of  those  who  had  serred  it,  he 
thouffht  the  principle  of  equality  should  be  estab- 
lished >  and  he  that  served  as  an  officer  and  he  that 
served  as  a  private  should  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing been  restored,  on  quittinff  the  puhlic  aerriee,  to 
the  grade  of  citizens,  ut>m  wnieh  they  had  sprang. 
These  general  principles  Mr.  C.  enforced  by  a 
number  of  remarks,  all  tending  to  the  same  point 

Mr.  Strothbr  inquired  of  the  mover  whether 
his  object  was  to  raise  the  penaion  of  the  privats 
to  that  of  the  officers,  or  to  reduce  the  pensimi  cf 
the  officers  to  the  same  amount  as  that  of  the 
privates? 

Mr.  Cannon  said  that  would  be  a  question  Ibr 
the  committee  to  determine,  should  the  resointaoa 
pass,  and  which  their  report  upon  the  suluect  would 
hereafter  bring  before  the  House  for  its  df^iiritm 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adopdoa 
of  the  resolution,  and  decided  in  the  acftatiYe— 74 
to  70. 
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JUDICIAL  PROCEEDINGS,  Sk. 

Mr.  Bbevabo  submitted  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  riz  : 

Wh«re«s  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  de« 
dares  that  **  foil  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each 
State  to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  jadidal  pro- 
ceedings, of  erery  other ;  and  that  the  Congress  may 
by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  saoh 
acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings,  shall  be  proved, 
and  the  effect  thereof  f" 

And  Whereas  it  has  been  enacted  by  Congress,  in 
eon/ormiCy  wilh  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  (alter 
prescribing  the  mode  in  which  the  records  and  judicial 
proceedings  of  the  courts  of  any  State  shall  be  proved 
and  admitted  in  any  other  court  within  the  United 
States,)  that  ^the  said  acts,  records,  and  judicial  pnn 
eeedings,  (authenticated  in  the  mode  prescribed*)  shall 
have  such  faith  and  orodtt  given  to  them  in  every  eourt 
within  the  United  States  as  they  have,  by.  law  or  usage 
in  the  courts  of  the  State  from  whence  the  said  rec- 
ords are  or  shall  be  taken :" 

And  whereas  there  have  been,  in  the  difierent  courts 
of  the  several  States,  various  and  contradictory  a^jn- 
dioationa  in  consequence  of  the  diffinrent  constructions 
which  have  been  given  to  the  enacting  words  above 
quoted,  as  to  the  nature  and  degree  of  credit  to  be  giv- 
en to  the  authenticated  records  and  Judicial  proceed- 
ings adduced  in  evidence,  tmd  the  effeti  thereof: 

In  order,  therefore,  that  henceforth  there  may  be 
greater  certainty  in  the  law,  and  greater  uniformity 
and  consistency  in  the  decisions  of  the  courts  there- 
upon— 

Beeohedj  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instruct- 
ed to  Inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
act  of  (Congress  aforesaid,  as  to  attain  the  end  pro- 
posed. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livbrm ohs  to  strike 
out  thejmamlde,  and  decided  in  the  neg^tire. 

The  House  bein^  divided  on  the  adoption  of  the 
resolve,  the  votes  for  and  against  it  were  equally 
dirided ;  and  the  Speaker  voted  a^nst  it,  solely 
on  the  groond  of  form  and  practice,  nether  of 
which  w«re  in  favor  of  prefixing  preambles  to  rea- 
olutions  of  inauiry.  i 

80  the  resolution  did  not  pass. 

MILITARY  BXECtmONS. 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  President 
OP  THE  United  States,  as  follows: 
7b  the  Jbuee  of  iZyreiea/ah'ses  of  the  Umittd  SttOee  .- 

In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  fiep- 
lesentatives,  of  the  14th  December,  1819,  requesting 
BO  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  it  any  information  I  may 
possess  respecting  certain  executions  whidi  have  been 
iD^ted  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  sines  the 
year  1816,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  pro* 
vided  for  the  government  of  the  same, — I  transmit  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  containing  a  detailed 
account  in  relation  to  the  object  of  the  said  resolution. 
JAMES  MONROE. 

WAsanrei^F,  January  8,  1820. 

War  Dxpartmsht»  Jan.  %  1830. 

Sir  :  I  have  caused  the  records  of  this  Department 
to  be  examined  for  all  the  inforihation  it  possesses 
*<  respecting  certain  executions  or  other  punishments, 
wfakn  may  have  been  inflicted  in  the  Arn>y,  since  the 
year  1816,  contrary  to  the  laws  and  regulations  pro> 
vided  for  the  goveniiBcnt.of  the  wwme"  eanformably 


to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
December  14th,  1819 ;  and  I  now  have  the  honor  to 
state,  that,  as  soon  as  it  vras  reported  to  this  Depart- 
ment that  **  Colonel  King,  of  the  4th  infantry,  while 
commanding  at  Pensacola,  bad  given  orders  to  shoot 
down  deserters  if  found  within  the  limits  of  Florida," 
I  directed  the  enclosed  order  (marked  A)  to  be  sent  to 
him.  His  answer  to  this  order  was  received  during 
my  absence  last  Summer.  The  Colonel  reported  that 
such  order  had  been  given  by  htm,  and  that  it  was 
given  in  conformity  with  the  established  usage  of  ser- 
vice, when  other  means  of  checking  desertion,  which 
had  become  so  frequent  as  to  threaten  the  total  reduc- 
tiou  of  the  force  under  his  command,  had  failed.  He 
also  stated  that  no  deserter  was  shot  during  his  com- 
mand ;  but  that  the  order  was  kept  up  by  his  succes- 
sor, and  tha^a  man  was  shot  by  the  party  aent  in 
puiauit  of  him.  The  Colonel's  report  was  made  the 
basis  of  a  military  investigation. 

The  enclosed  orders  (marked  B  andC)  were  issued 
by  this  Department  on  the  10th  of  August,  and  by  th« 
iMt  reports  the  General  Court  Martial  were  stHI  im 
session,  on  the  4th  of  December,  at  Cantonment  Mont- 
pelier,in  Alabama« 

•  It  was  also  reported  to  thb  Department,  in  August 
last,  that  a  commissioned  ofiosr,  at  West  Point,  had 
improperly  punished  several  soldiers  by  flogging. 
Major  Thayer,  the  commanding  officer  at  that  post* 
was  immediately  ordered  to  inquire  into  and  report 
the  facts.  His  inquiry  established  the  fact  of  whipping, 
w  ithout  trial ;  on  which  the  enclosed  order  (marked 
D)  was  issued,  and  no  further  oomplaints  have  been 
made.  All  the  other  casee  which  are  known  to  this 
Department,  are  found  among  the  records  transmitted 
after  they  have  been  acted  on  by  commanding  gen- 
erals, '^to  the  end  that  the  person  entitled  thereto 
may  be  enabled,  upon  application,  to  obtain  copies 
thereof,"  and  are  embraced  in  the  report  of  the  AcQu* 
taut  and  Inspector  General,  herewith  enclosed  (marked 
E.>    Ihave,dbc  J.C.CALHOUN. 

To  the  Pbbsivbvt  of  the  U.  ^ 


Adj.  A«n  Ifsp.  Gair's  Ovricz, 

March  S9, 181». 
Sim :  It  has  been  reported  to  the  War  Department, 
from  a  source  entitled  to  credit,  that  since  you  have 
had  command  in  Florida,  and  at  Pensacula,  '*  orders 
have  been  given  to  the  military  to  shoot  down  desert- 
ers, if  found  within  the  limits  of  Florida ;  that  such 
orders  emanated  from  Colonel  King,  military  com- 
mandant, and  have  accordingly  been  executed/' 

The  Seeretafy  of  War  directs,  that  you  forthwith 
make  a  particular  and  detailed  report,  stating  the 
orders,  by  whom  given,  by  whom  executed,  on  whom 
executed,  and  the  time  when  executed;  with  such 
other  facts  as  you  may  deem  important  on  this  subject. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc 

D.  PARKER, 
Agffuiani  and  Imopeetor  OemeraL 
Colonel  WiLXJAK  Ktire,  4th  infontry,  Tensaw  Post 
Office,  Alabama. 

B. 

Adj.  AJiDlmv.  Giv's  Omcx. 

August  10,  1810. 
Sim :  The  CommandiBg  Gsneral  of  the  South  Di» 
visiott  has,  this  di^,  been  oidsred  to  detail  and  mgun* 
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ise  a  GenerAl  Coort  Martial,  for  the  trial  of  Colonel 
William  King,  of  the  4th  iofantrj.  Yoa  will,  there- 
fore, relioTe  Colonel  King  in  his  command,  pat  him 
in  arreat,  and  direct  him  to  remain  at  auch  places  as 
you  shall  deem  most  convenient,  to  meet  the  orders  of 
the  General  of  Division.  Ton  will  report  his  arrest 
and  station  to  General  Jackson,  as  soon  aspacticable. 

By  order.  D.PARKER, 

Ad^utcmt  and  Inspector  General. 

Maj.  Gen.  Oiiirxs,  U.  S.  Army,  Augusta,  Geo. 

C. 
Extract  of  a  Geoeral  Order,  dated 
Ajdj.  Avn  lasp.  Gk]i*s  Omcs, 

AiiguH  10,  1819. 
General  Order.  **  The  Commanding  General  of  the 
South  Division  will  detail  and  organise  a  General 
Court  Martial,  as  soon  as  practicably  consistent  with 
the  interest  of  the  service,  for  the  trial  of  Colonel  Wil- 
liam King,  of  the  4ih-infantry.  Such  chaiiges,  docu- 
ments, and  communications,  as  the  War  Dep^tment 
possess,  are  herewith  transmitted,  to  be  put  into  the 
hands  of  the  judge  advocate  of  the  Sopth  Division,  or 
suck  officer  as  mky  be  detailed  for  that  duty,  in  ease 
he  eannot  attend  the  court." 


Aoj.  urn  Ijisp.  Gik's  Onicx, 

September  30, 1819. 
8im :  The  President  directs  me  to  sUte  that  he  has 
examined  your  report  of  the  2d  instant,  and  the  several 
eommunications  referred  to,  relative  to  the  troops  at- 
tached to  your  command. 

The  corporal  punishment  inflicted  on  the  men  at 
West  Point,  being  contrary  to  law,  is  not  justified  by 
the  reasons  giVen  for  it.  ft  is  a  cause  of  much  regret 
to  see  an  officer  of  merit  and  discernment  give  his 
sanetton  to  a  proceeding  so  highly  improper.  If  evils 
attain  an  alarming  height,  they  should  be  stated  to  the 
Department,  that  such  remedies  as  the  laws  authorize, 
and  the  means  of  the  Government  are  equal  to,  may 
be  applied  to  them,  but  in  no  case  should  an  officer 
take  the  remedy  into  his  own  hands,  especially  in  a 
manner  positively  prohibited  by  law. 

These  acU  are  disapproved,  and  the  President  di- 
rects that  you  prevent  their  recurrence^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  6c^. 

D.  PARKER, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General. 
To  Major  8.  Tilatse,  Superintendent  Military  Acad- 
emy, Commanding  West  Point,  New  York. 

Adj.  axdIksp.  Gev's  Ofpick, 

January  3, 1820. 

8iB :  On  your  order,  requiring  me  to  state  all  **  ex- 
ecutions, or  other  punishments  which  may  have  been 
inflicted*  in  the  Army,  since  the  year  1815,  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
same,"  if  any  Buch  are  known  to  have  occurred,  all 
the  proceedings  of  courts  martial,  on  file  in  this  office, 
have  been  referred  to ;  from  which  I  have  made  the 
extracts  herewith  enclosed. 

A  General  Court  Martial, ordered  by  Geoeral  Gaines, 
in  February,  1816,  sentenced  a  soldier  to  receive ^^ 
eo66«,  or  lasheSf  on  his  bareMn.  This  sentence  was 
confirmed,  bat»  by  the  orders  of  the  Genaral  in  other 


cases,  of  which  extracts  are  enotosed,  pointedly  dtaap- 
proving  whipping,  it  appears  that  he  makes  a  distinc- 
tion between  eobbs  and  stripes  and  la^/test  which  bi* 
are  only  mentioned  in  the  act  of  May  16, 1812,  repeal- 
ing a  part  of  the  87th  article  of  the  rule*  and  artidee 
of  war. 

It  also  appears,  that,  after  the  peace,  two  General 
CourU  Martial,  ordered  by  General  Macomb,  sentenced 
several  soldiers  to  receive  fifty  lashes  each,  which  sen- 
tences were  approved  by  the  General,  and  ordered  to 
be  carried  into  effect.  As  such  sentences  bare  net 
since  occurred,  it  is  presumed  that  an  impression  pre- 
vailed in  that  command,  at  that  time,  that  tha  net  &xmg 
the  Peace  Establiahment,  by  generally  repealing  the 

"  tno  provi  * 


laws  enacted  during  the  late  war,  restored  ( 
which  authorized  punishment  by  stripes  and  lashea  be- 
fore the  war.  , 

These  are  the  only  cases  I  have  been  able  to  find  en 
the  records ;  and  it  will  be  obe«ved  that  all,  excipt 
that  of  Major  McGlassin,  were  within  the  jorisdaetion 
of  the  Commanding  Generals,  and  never  came  up  tie 
the  War  Department,  but  as  a  place  of  d^oaite  for  the 
records  of  courts,  **  to  the  end  that  the  pereooa  entitled 
thereto  may  be  enabled,  upon  application,  to  obtain 
oopiee  thereof."  In  this  case,  the  sentence  of  the  eouit 
was  approved  by  the  President,  and  the  Major  was 
accordingly  dinniesed  the  service.  I  have  the  honor 
tobe,dtc  D.  PARKER, 

Adjutant  and  Inspeetor  GemeraL 
.  To  the  SscmaTAmT  of  Wau. 

The  Messa^  and  report  were  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

The  remainder  of  the  day's  sittinir  was  occupied 
in  a  debate  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  (on  its 
third  reading)  for  the  relief  of  Matthew  Barrow. 

[The  case  of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this :  Acting 
as  quartermaster  in  Temiessee,  durmg  the  Britush 
war,  he  impressed  some  property  from  an  individ- 
ual, who  urst  refused  to  part  with  his  ptoperty^ 
and,  when  taken  from  him,  refused  to  recetre  pay- 
ment for  it,  aud  sued  the  quartermaster  for  dam- 
ages, dbc.  The  verdict  against  the  officer  was  fbv 
some  one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars ;  and  he 
ap^ies  to  Congress  for  indemnity.] 

The  debate  resulted  in  the  reconunitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committae  of  Claims. 


Tuesday,  January  11. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  oa  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a  reaolulioo 
instructing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  to  each  State  a  tract  of  land  not  exceed- 
mg  oue  hundred  thousand  acres,  for  the  endow- 
ment of  a  university  in  each  State,  made  a  rcmort 
"  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  any  tract  of  umd 
to  a  State  for  the  purpose  of  endowing  a  univer- 
sity j"  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Washington  Infirmary ', 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Kesolvedf  That  the  petitienen  have  leave  to  with- 
draw their  petition. 

Mr.  Kbmt,  from  the  soma  committee,  aim  te- 
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ported  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian'  In- 
stitute for  the  promotion  of  arts  and  sciences  in 
the  City  of  Washington  ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  SiMKiNB  submitted  thefollowing  resolution: 

Resolvedt  Thmt  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
iottructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amending 
the  act  of  Congreea  concerning  the  faith  and  credit  to 
be  giTen  to  the  recorda  and  jadicial  prooeedingt*  of  the 
oourta  of  any  State^  authenticated  and  produced  in 
a¥idence  in  any  other  court  within  the  United  Statea, 
and  the  eject  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  read ;  when  Mr.  Strother 
moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table ;  which  was  rejected. 
The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the  same, 
and  passed  in  the  afBirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  the  recovery 
of  interest  on  the  balances  admitted  to  be  due  to 
the  United  States  by  receivers  or  holders  of  public 
money,  commencing  at  the  time  at  which  their 
accounts  are  made  up,  though  not  finally  acted  on, 
until  paid :  and,  further,  if  the  accounts  are  not 
rendered  at  the  proper  department  within  the  time 
prescribed  bv  law,  that  they  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  enarging  interest  on  the  wliole  sum  in 
the  biands  of  said  defaulters,  from  the  time  the 
same  was  received  until  the  accounts  are  thus 
rendered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 
courts  of  the  judicial  district  of  Virginia  west  of 
the  Alleghany  mountain. 

A  message  from  Uie  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
regulate  and  &x  the  compensation  of  the  clerks  in 
the  different  offices,'  passed  the  20th  of  April, 
1818,"  with  an  amendment ;  in  which  they  ask 
the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  was  read  and  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  TMr.  Liveb- 
M ORE  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of  tne  Commit- 
tee of  Elections  on  the  memorial  of  Robert  C. 
Mallarv,  contesting  the  election  of  Erasmus  C. 
Merrill,  of  Vermont. 

The  report  (which  is  adverse  to  Mr.  Merrill,  the 
sitting  memb^,)  having  been  read  by  the  Clerk — 

Mr.  Whitman,  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  op- 
posed it  at  length,  and  argued  in  favor  of  the  rignt 
of  the  sitting  member ;  after  which, 

Mr.  Mallart,  who  had  been  assigned  a  seat  in 
the  House  during  the  discussion,  rose,  and  occupied 
the  floor  in  a  speech  of  upwards  of  one  hour  in 
length,  in  maintaining  his  right  to  the  seat  in  ques- 
tion ;  and,  having  concluded,  the  Committee  rose, 
reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  3 
and  the  oocuments  in  the  ease  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— 29 


WEnNESDAY,  January  12. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabi- 
tants of  the  State  of  Maryland  and  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  the  act  authorizing  the 
company  incorporated  for  making  certain  turnpike 
roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  lay  out  and 
make  a  road  from  the  line  of  the  said  District  to 
the  Eastern  Branch,  may  he  repealed^  for  reasons 
set  forth  in  the  said  petition ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  wnom  the  subject  was 
submitted  by  resolutions  of  the  29th  ultimo,  report- 
ed a  bill,  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the 
establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury,  War, 
and  Navy  Departments;  which  was  read  twic^ 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Smith  also  reported  a  bill  extending  the 
time  allowed  for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for 
direct  taxes  in  certain  cases;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  the  Conmiittee  of  the 
Whole  last  appointed. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  amendments  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  a  partial 
appropriation  for  the  military  service  of  tne  United 
States  for  the  year  1820,"  reported  the  agreement 
of  the  committee  to  the  said  amendments;  and 
they  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-aay. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  the  heirs  and  lecal  representatives  of  Nicholas 
Vreeland,  deceased,"  reported  the  said  bill  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  committed  to  a  Commit- 
of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Mili- 
tia to  whom  was  referred  the  resolution  instruct* 
ing  them  to  inauire  into  the  expediency  of  clothing' 
the  militia,  when  called  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  or  allowing  them  the  amount  of 
money  in  lieu  thereof,  made  a  report,  accompanied 
with  a  bill,  to  provide  for  clothinff  the  militia^ 
when  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States^ 
which  bill  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Robertson,  from  the  select  committee  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  Lmsla- 
ture  of  Kentucky,  on  behalf  of  Christopher  Miller, 
made  a  report  tnereon,  which  was  read;  when 
Mr.  R.,  by  leave  of  the  House,  reported  a  bill  for 
the  benefit  of  the  said  Christopher  Miller,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  the  Com- 
missioner and  approved  by  the  rresident,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  the  act  of  the  9th  of  April, 
1816."  "to  authorize  the  payment  for  property 
lost,  captured,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  whue  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  fbr 
other  purposes,''  transmitted  in  obedience  to  tht 
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resolution  of  the  23d  ultimo,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tracy  submitted  the  followinff  resokitioa : 

lUiokfed,  Thmt  the  Pretident  of  the  United  StftiM 
be  requttted  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  statement 
showing  the  contracts  made  in  the  Bngipeer  and  Ord- 
nance departments,  since  the  peace  of  1816,  and  all 
contracts  relating  to  said  departments,  made  by  any 
officer  or  agent  of  Government ;  the  maoner  of  pro- 
ouring  the  proposals'  for  such  contracts,  whether,  in 
every  case,  by  public  advertising  or  otherwise ;  the 
names  and  residence  o£  the  contractors,  and  the  names 
and  residence  of  the  sureties  for  such  contractors  as 
have  failed  in  the  performance  of  their  contracts ;  the 
extent  of  their  respective  defalcations,  and  of  the  loss 
probable  to  be  sustained  by  the  Government  therefrom ; 
also,  stating  the  number  of  arsenals  which  have  been 
constructed  or  commenced,  the  places  where  construct- 
ed or  oommenced,  the  amount  expended  upon  each  ; 
also,  a  description  of  the  works  appertaining  to  each, 
and  the  estimated  expense  of  completing  them.   • 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  communicated 
a  memorial  from  Mr.  Merrill,  in  the  case  of  his 
contested  election,  praying  for  further  time  to  es- 
tablish certain  facts  to  sustain  his  right  to  a  seat  in 
the  House,  which  was  read  and  referred ;  and  Mr. 
B.  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Elections  on  the  con- 
tested election  of- Mr.  Merrill,  and  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  that  committee. 

This  motion,  after  some  discussion,  in  which  the 
motion  was  supported  by  the  mover  and  opposed 
by  Mr.  Taylor,  was  negatived. 

The  House  tnen  resolved  itself,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  bill  (^returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments^  providing  a  certain  sum  for  the  na- 
tional armories,  and  another  sum  for  the  settlement 
of  outstanding  claims)  making  a  partial  appro- 
priation for  the  military  service  of  the  current 
y«ar. 

Some  conversation  passed  between  Mr.  Storrs 
and  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  arising  from  an  in- 
quiry of  the  former  concerning  the  disbursement 
of  last  year's  apinropriations  for  armories,  &c.,  and 
the  propriety  of  making  now  a  partial  apprecia- 
tion for  those  objects. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  their 
coneurrence  in  the  amendments,  which  report  was 
agveed  to  by  the  House. 

NEW  YORK  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

MiN.  TAY1.0R,  from  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James  Gnyon,  jr., 
contesting  the  election  of  Ebenezer  Sage,  one  of 
the  Representatives  from  the  State  of  New  York ; 
wUch  was  read  and  comnUtted  to  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  to  which  is  committed  the  re- 
port of  the  same  committee  on  the  petition  of  Roir 
lin  C.  Mallary,  contesting  the  election  of  Orsamus 
0,  Merrill.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  first  Congrenional  district  of  the  said 
QUte  ie  compoeed  of  the  eountiee  of  Richmond,  King'e, 
Queen'f,  Sufiblk,  and  the  firit  mnd  second  warde  of 
the  cU^  of  New  York,  and  is  entitled  to  elect  two  rep- 


resentatives. That,  at  the  late  election  for 
of  this  House,  Ebenezer  Sage,  James  Guyan,  jonio^ 
Silas  Wood,  and  John  Qarretson,  were  the  onlycan- 
didates :  2,171  votes  were  returned  for  Silas  Wood, 
2,086  for  Ebenezer  Sage^  1,992  for  John  Garretaon, 
1,701  for  James  Gayon,  junior,  and  396  for  Jamas 
Guy  on.  From  the  affidavits  of  Abraham  Crocberoa, 
Richard  Orocberon,  and  John  Hilly  ear,  inspectors  o( 
the  said  election  of  the  town  of  Northfield,  in  the 
county  of  Richmond;  of  John  Doughty,  John  C. 
Freehs,  Jedothan  Johnson,  Noah  Waterbury,  and 
Abraham  Remaen,  inspectors  of  the  said  elecii<m  oi 
the  town  of  Brooklyn,  in  the  county  of  King's ;  ^ 
Edward  A.  Clowes,  Thomas  Tredwell,  WSIiam  Svcr- 
itt,  and  John  D.  Hicka,  inspeetors  of  Uie  aaid  elMlimi 
of  the  town  of  Hempstead,  in  the  county  of  Qaeaa's ; 
and  of  Jacobus  Moatfbort,  Micha  Towneend,  imnm 
Frost,  and  Daniel  Youngs,  inspectors  of  the  aaid  eleo- 
Uon  of  the  town  of  Oyster  Bay,  ia  the  same  couaty, 
it  appears  that,  in  the  said  towns,  391  votes  wecar 
through  the  mistake  of  the  said  inspectors,  returned 
for  James  Guyon,  which  in  truth  and  fact  were  given 
for  James  Guyon,  junior,  and  ought  to  have  been  so 
returned :  these  votes,  added  to  the  poll  of  James 
Guyon,  junior,  give  him  a  majority  of  seven  Totes  over 
Ebenezer  Sage,  the  returned  member.  Mr.  Sage  has 
admitted  the  receipt  of  copies  of  the  affldavile  aibr^ 
said,  and  has  not  controverted  the  truth  of  the  maMetv 
therein  contained.  He  has  hitherto  ookted  fe  ap- 
pear and  claim  his  seat^  and  no  cndeoee  has  boMi 
adduced  of  his  intention  to  make  such  daun.  The 
committee  therefore  submit  the  following  teaalnUoms  : 

**Besoltedt  That  Ebenezer  Sage  is  not  entitled  to  a 
aeat  in  this  House. 

^^Ruoived,  That  James  Guyon,  janior.  ia  eslitled 
to  a  seat  in  this  House.'' 

Testimony  suhmUitd  unlh  the  report. 

The  subf  criber»  certify  that  they  wwe  inspectors  of 
the  election  held  in  the  town  of  Ureoklyn,  in  Kin^a 
county,  on  the  28th,  29th,  and  80th  days  of  April,  ia 
the  year  1818,  for  the  purpoae  of  electing  repreaaite- 
tives  to  Congress  for  the  fir«t  Congressional  dialrict  of 
the  State  of  New  York. 

At  the  said  election,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Sika  Wood, 
John  Garretson,  and  James  Goyon,  junior,  ware  can- 
didates ;  and  that  we,  the  said  inspectors,  did  canvass 
and  estimate  the  votes  given  at  said  election,  and 
made  out  certificates  of  such  canvassing,  and  filed  the 
same  in  the  cl^k's  office  of  the  county  and  town  afoa- 
said ;  from  which  certificates  it  appears  that  183  bal- 
lots were  estimated  as  the  number  of  votes  given  for 
James  Guyon,  which  the  subscribers  verily  believe 
was  an  error  made  by  them  in  making  out  their  certi- 
ficates, and  that  the  said  number  of  183  votes  were 
given  by  the  electors  of  said  town  for  James  On  von, 
junior,  and  ought  to  have  been  estimated  and  certified 
by  us  as  the  number  of  votes  given  for  thet  gentle- 
man.    Brooklyn,  November  24,  1819. 

JOHN  DOUGHTY, 
JN.  FREEK, 
JBRM.  JOHNSON, 
NOAH  WATERBURY. 
ABRM.  A,  REM8EN. 
WILLIAM  SHENK, 
One  of  the  ekrka  at  the  oUdion. 

The  persons  who  have  subscribed  the  forecaing  em^ 
tificate  have  severally  sworn  that  they  believe  dw 
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iBfttUr  thereta  stated  to  be  true.    Stroni  before  me, 
this  S4th  day  of  NoTember,  1819. 

ISAAC  NICHOLS, 
JtuUu  of  ike  Peace* 
Tbie  may  certify  that,  po  or  about  tbe  SOtb  of  tbe 
monih  of  December,  I  received  from  James  Guyon* 
junior,  a  copy  of  tbe  witbiii  certificates,  perfectly  ac- 
cording witb  tbe  same.  Sag  Harbor,  January  3,  1820. 
EBENEZER  SAGE. 

I,  Abraham  CrodwroOy  clerk  of  tbe  town  of  Nortb- 
Md,  m  tbe  county  of  Richmond,  and  in  tbe  State  of 
^ew  York,  doth  eenify  and  say,  that  I  was  one  of  tbe 
iaspec(ors  of  tbe  votes  taken  at  the  anniTersary  elec- 
tion held  in  tbe  said  town  of  Nortbfield,  and  in  tbe 
county  aforesaid,  on  tbe  28th  day  of  April,  1818,  at 
tbe  house  of  John  Johnson,  innkeeper,  and  held,  by 
adjournment,  the  two  subsequent  days,  for  two  mem- 
bers of  Congress  to  represent  the  first  Congressional 
district  of  said  ^State  of  New  York  in  the  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  United  States  ;  and,  being  so 
an  inspector,  did  make  a  return  in  the  clerk's  ofi^co  of 
the  said  county,  as  well  as  with  Ricbajfd  Crocberon, 
lohn  HiUyer,  and  Syhranus  Decker,  inspectors  with 
BM :  that  Ebenezer  Sage  had  seven^^-five  Totes,  and 
James  Guy  on  had  seventy-fire ;  when,  in  fact  and  in 
mih,  tbe  ballots  were  given,  canvassed,  and  read  James 
O«yon,  junior,  and  were  returned  to  tbe  said  clerk, 
through  a  mistake  or  error,  without  the  junior^  when, 
in  iact,  and  in  truth,  and  in  justice,  they  should  have 
baen  given  and  written  James  Gnyon,  junior.  Given 
lindet  my  hand,  the  I6th  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
1819. 

ABRM.  CROCHERON. 

BvATM  or  New  Yobk,  Richmond  county,  ss. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Abraham  Crocbe- 
ron, who  doth  depose  and  say,  that  the  above  state- 
ment, as  subscribed  by  him,  is  just  and  true.  And 
further  this  deponent  saith  not.  Sworn  before  me, 
this  ISth  day  of  November,  1819. 

DAVID  MA8EREAU,  Judge. 

This  may  certify  that,  op  or  near  the  90th  of  the 
niMifth  of  December  last,  I  reoaivsd  from  James  Guy* 
on,  junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificates,  correctly 
Aocor^ng  with  the  same.  Sag  Harbor,  January  9, 
1830. 

EBENEZER  SAGE. 

I,  Edward  A.  Clowes,  clerk  of  tbe  town  of  Hempstead, 
and  I,  Thomas  Tradw^U,  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the 
WwD,  do  hcrel^  certify  that,  at  an  election  held  in  the 
alaresaid  town  for  Congressman,  on  the  28th,  39th, 
aad  30th  days  x>f  April,  18181,  the  return  was  made  by 
til  to  the  derk^s  office  of  the  county  of  Queen's  for 
James  Gnyon  as  Congressman,  whereas  wo  verily  be- 
litffe  that  the  returned  number  of  votes  ought  and 
aliaaid  have  been  made  in  the  name  of  James  Guyon, 
junutr,  which  junior  was  omitted  in  our  return  to  the 
^erk  of  the  said  county,  according  to  tbe  best  of  our 
knowledge  and  belief.  Dated  at  Hempstead,  Novem- 
ber 80,  1819,  Slate  of  New  York. 

EDWARD  A.  CLOWES,  Toum  Clerk. 
THOMAS  TREDWELL. 
Sworn  before  me  this  day. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Qt$een'$  County. 

I,  Robert  D.  Clements,  one  of  the  clerks  to  the  in- 
spectors of  the  town  of  Hempstead^do  solemnly  swear 


that  the  statement  of  the  wiUun  certificate  is  true,  to 
the  beet  of  my  knowledge.  Hempstead,  November, 
30,.  1819. 

ROBERT  D.  CLEMENTS. 
Sworn  before  me  this  day. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Queen'»  County. 

I,  Jacobus  Monlfoort,  clerk  of  tbe  town  of  Ovster 
Bay,  in  tbe  county  of  Queen's,  and  State  of  New  xork, 
do  hereby  certify  that  tbe  certificate  ofTthe  return  of 
the  election  for  two  members  of  Congress  to  represent 
tbe  fest  Congressional  district  of  said  State,  held  in 
the  aforesaid  town  on  the  28th,  29tb,  and  30th  days 
of  April,  1818,  was  written  by  me,  and  transmitted  to 
the  cleik  of  the  said  county  of  Queen's.  And  I  do 
hereby  further  certify  that  the  return  of  James  Guyon, 
of  eighty-three  votes,  was  a  mistake  made  by  me,  and 
that  the  true  and  proper  return  for  tbe  aforesaid  town 
of  Oyster  Bay  is  James  Guyon,  junior,  for  Congress- 
m  an,  eighty-three  votes,  and  tbe  tiekets  were  canvassed 
and  read  James  Guyon,  junior.  Oyster  Bay,  Novem- 
ber 19,  1819. 

Tfote. — One  vote  of  the  above  number  of  eighty-three 
votes  was  written,  read,  and  canvassed,  James  Guyon. 
J.  MONTFOORT,  TownCl&k. 

Oyster  Bay,  November  19, 1819.     Sworn  before  me, 
EDWARD  PARKER, 
Deputy  Clerk  of  Queen's  County. 

This  may  certify  that,  on  or  near  the  20th  day  of 
the  month  of  December,  I  received  from  James  Guyon, 
junior,  a  copy  of  the  within  certificates,  perfectly  ac- 
cording witb  tbe  same.    Sag  Harbor,  January  3, 1830. 
EBENEZER  SAGE. 

We,  Edward  Parker,  of  tbe  town  of  Jamaica,  eounty 
of  Queen's,  and  State  of  New  York,  and  Thomas  Haz- 
ard, jun.  of  Staten  Island,  State  aforesaid,  do  solemnly 
swear  that  we  were  present  on  the  day  and  date  when 
EbetiezerSage  signed  the  annexed  certificates,  and  did 
see  him  subscribe  his  name  thereunto ;  and  he  ackowl- 
edged  that  he  did  receive  a  copy  of  tbe  annexed  certi- 
ficates enclosed  to  him  in  a  letter  from  James  Guyon, 
junior,  declaribg  bis  intentions  to  claim  his  seat  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  United  Sutes. 

EDWARD  PARKER, 
T.  HAZARD. 

Qneen'scounty,ss.Jamaica,Januafy  6, 1830.  Sworn 
before  me  this  day. 

JAMES  DENTON,  J.  P.  ^c. 

VERMONT  CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  next  proceeded,  according  to  the  or- 
der of  the  day,  aintm  to  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Liyermor£  in  the 
chair,)  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  £lec< 
tions  OB  the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Merbill,  of 
Vermont. 

Mr.  Randolph  spoke  a  short  time,  to  vindicate 
the  decision  of  this  House,  in  1804,  in  the  case  of 
the  contested  election  between  Mr.  Spalding  and 
Mr.  Mead,  (which  had  been  cited  in  the  present 
case,)  and,  without  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
present  case,  to  show  that  there  was  no  analogy 
between  it  and  the  case  decided  in  1804. 

He  was  replied  to  by  Mr.  Taylob,  who  argued 
to  show  that  such  an  analogy  did  exist  in  a  strong 
decree,  and  in  support  of  ue  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  was  supported  also 
by  Mr.  Holmes,  Mr.  Gross,  and  Mr.  Hemphill. 
and  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Stobrs,  Mr.  Brown,  and 
Mr.  Whitman,  the  last  named  gentleman  inoying 
that  the  report  be  so  amended  as  to  reverse  it. 

The  discussion  continued  to  a  late  hour  on*  this 
and  other  motions.  Finally,  Mr.  W.'s  motion  was 
lost,  and  the  Committee  rose  apd  reported  their 
concurrence  in  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections.  The  question  was  then  taken  on. 
the  resolution  declaring  that  Mr.  Merrill  is  not 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House,  and  decided  in  the 
^ffirmatire  by  a  large  majority. 

Before  takmg  the  question  on  the  other  resolu- 
tion of  the  report,  which  declares  Mr.  Mallary  en- 
titled to  the  seat,  a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  January  13. 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  Thomas 
Dobson  and  Son,  stating  that  they  published^  with 
great  labor  and  expense,  Dr.  Seybert's  StaUstical 
Annals,  and  praying  Congress  to  authorize  the 
purchase  of  eight  hundred  additional  copies,  which 
now  remain  on  hand  of  that  work,  for  which  they 
state  they  are  willing  to  take  a  reduced  price : 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee;  and 
Messrs.  Sergeant,  Wood,  and  Barbour,  were 
appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Anderson  reported  a  bill  for  the  establish- 
ment of  additional  land  oflBces  in  the  State  of 
Illinois ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ej^pediency  of  revi- 
Ting  and  continuing  in  force,  tor  a  limited  time, 
so  much  of  an  act,  the  provisions  of  which  par- 
tially expired  on  the  first  dav  of  November  last, 
entitled  "An  act  regidating  tne  currency,  within 
the  United  States,  of  the  ^old  coins  of  Ghreat  Brit- 
ain, France,  Portugal^  and  Spain,  and  the  crowns 
of  France,  and  five  franc  pieces,"  as  relates  to  the 

fold  coins  of  those  countries.  Messrs.  Whitman, 
iOWNDEs,  Allen,  of  Massachusetts,  Dickinson, 
and  Bbecher,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 

Mr.  Brush,  of  Ohio,  moved  the  adoption  of  the 
following  resolution : 

Resohedt  That  a  select  committee  be  instructed  to 
coniider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  ratio  of  repre- 
sentation of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  take  eflect  and  be  computed  according 
to  the  rule  prescribed  bj  the  Constitution,  apon  the 
census  next  to  be  taken ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill 
or  oiberwiae. 

Mr.  Whitman  objected  to  the  resolution,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  be  better  to  wait  until 
the  census  was  taken,  before  any  steps  were  adopted 
to  fix  the  ratio,  when  the  House  would  have  all 
the  information,  and  the  whole  subject  before 
Uiem.  Any  proceedings  on  this  subject^  at  pres- 
ent, would  take  place  without  the  proper  mforma- 
tion,  and  would  be  premature,  and  would,  more- 
over, be  entirely  useless,  should  the  next.  Congress 
differ  in  opinion  from  the  present,  dtc. 

The  question  was  put,  without  further  discus- 


sion,  on  agreeing  to  the  resolutioa,  aad  lost — y€w 

40,  nays  56. 

Mr.  Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution  for  consideration : 

Resolved,  That  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Treasury  bt 
directed  to  report  to  this  House  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what  revenue  is  derived  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  from  the  fur  trade. 

8ome  discussion  took  place  on  this  motion,  im 
which  Messrs.  Livermore,  and  Smith  of  Mary- 
land, objected  to  it,  as  useless  and  imneceaBftnr,  in- 
asmuch as  furs  being  an  article  of  export  OHiy,  bo 
revenue  could  be  derived  from  them,  dbc.  It  vrss 
supported  by  the  mover,  as  callilij^  for  informatioii 
on  a  subject  to  which  the  attention  of  the  House 
had  been  directed,  &c. 

The  question  being  put,  on  adoj^ting  the  reso* 
lutfon,  it  was  negativea— yeas  40. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  "  resolution  for  the 
further  distribution  of  the  journal  of  the  convenr 
tion  wliich  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,"  with  amendments ;  and  they  have  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  payment  to 
be  made  for  certain  muskets  impressed  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States;"  in  which  amenti- 
ments  and  last  mentioned  bill  they  ask  the  eoocnr- 
rence  of  this  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letm 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittiitf 
a  statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  paid  in  ea^ 
year  for  the  expenses  of  holding  courts  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  together  with  the  amoiuit 
paid  to  the  circuit  judges  thereof,  from  the  year 
1801  to  the  year  1819,  hoth  inclusive,  rendertMl  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  7th  instant; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  taUe. 

ILLICIT  INTRODUCTION  OF  SLAVES. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting information  in  relation  to  the  iHieit  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  the  United  Stales,  with  a 
statement  of  measures  which  have  been  taken  to 
prevent  the  same,  rendered  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  31st  ultimo ;  which  was  ordered 
^0  lie  on  the  table.    The  letter  is  as  follows : 

TmsASUBT  DsPAmTxnrr,  Jaiu  II,  18S0. 

8iB :  In  obaditnoe  to  a  resolatioo  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  8 1st  ultimo,  directing  the  8oe- 
reUry  of  the  Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  **  copies 
of  such  communicstions  as  he  may  have  received, 
since  18I6»  and  such  information  as  he  may  poasw 
in  relation  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  slaves  into  the 
United  Btates,  with  a  statement  of  the  neesuns 
adopted  to  prevent  the  same,"  I  have  the  booor  to 
rabmit  the  enclosed  letters,  from  different  collectors  of 
the  customs,  to  this  Department 

It  appears,  from  an  examination  of  the  records  of 
this  omce»  that  no  particular  instructions  have  ever 
been  given,  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under 
the  original  or  supplementary  acts  prohibiting  the 
introduction  of  slaves  into  the  United  States. 

The  general  practice  of  the  Department  has  been 
to  confine  its  attention,  and  to  limit  its  instructioBi^ 
to  cases  arising  under  the  revenue  laws,  except  wfasf% 
by  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  SCataa, 
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the  fltiperiiitendeiice  of  other  laws  has  been  specially 
reqoired  of  it  No  such  duty  has,  in  relation  to  the 
Uws  prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaTes  into  the 
United  States,  been  required  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry. 

His  letter  to  the  War  and  NaTj  Departments,  of 
the  I6th  July,  1817,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  enclosed, 
was  writen  daring  the  absence  of  the  President,  under 
oircamstances  which  did  not  admit  of  the  delay  neces- 
•ary  to  obtain  his  direction  and  instruction.  An  ad- 
ditional reason  for  writing  that  letter  may  be  found 
in  the  fact  that  the  other  heads  of  department  were 
absent,  and  the  officers  exercising  their  functions,  pro- 
▼iaionany,  were  anwiUing  to  incur  the  responsibility 
of  the  measQi'es  required  by  the  occasion. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  servant, 


your  mos 
WM.  H. 


CRAWFORD. 


Hon.  Hkhet  Clat,  Speaker  House  ofJUp*s. 

Tkxasubt  DxPAETMsirT,  Ju/y  16,  1817. 

Sim :  From  information  recently  received  by  this 
Department,  there  is  just  reason  to  believe  that  Sir 
Gregor  McGregor  has  taken  military  possession  of 
Amelia  Island,  in  the  name  of  the  Spanish  patriots. 
Considering  that  the  restless  and  adventurous  of  all  na- 
tions, and  especially  of  the  Island  of  St.  Domimgo,  have 
ranged  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  different 
leaders,  by  sea  and  land,  who  ore  engaged  in  the  civil 
^ar  now  raging  between  Spain  and  her  colonies,  and 
that  the  port  of  Fernandina  will  necessarily  become  the 
common  rendezvous  of  all  the  vessels  sailing  under 
the  various  flags  of  the  Spanish  provinces  which  have 
declared  themselves  independent,  apprehensions  are 
justly  entertained  by  the  citizens  of  the  southern  sec- 
tion of  the  State  of  Georgia,  that  their  peace  and  tran- 
quillity will  be  disturbed,  and  their  rights  infringed, 
unless  protected  by  the  presence  of  a  Ibroe  sufficient 
to  command  respect  from  the  troops  thus  expected  to 
be  congregated  in  their  immediate  neighborhood. 

In  addition  to  the  drcnmstances  already  communi- 
cated, the  dispoaitien  which  has  been  manifested  by 
the  vessels  of  Spain  engaged  in  the  African  slave  trade, 
to  introduce,  illicitly,  into  that  section  of  the  Union, 
the  persons  who,  in  the  proeecotion  of  their  traffic, 
hftTe  been  snbjecled  to  their  control,  seems  to  require 
the  presence  of  a  Ibroe  sufficient  to  enforce  the  due 
azeeution  of  the  laws  against  the  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  United  States.  From  the  known  character 
end  conduct  of  the  leader  of  the  enterprise  against 
Amelia  Island,  there  is  just  ground  to  apprehend  that 
this  ilUcit  traffic,  if  continued,  will,  under  his  auspices, 
assume  a  bolder  character;  and,  iif  abandoned,  that  it 
will  be  substituted  bv  measures  equally  derogatory  to 
the  laws,  and  mere  destroctive  of  the  rights  and  inter- 
ests of  the  citizens  of  the  eastern  section  of  the  South- 
em  Sutes.  To  guard  against  the  unlawful  introduc- 
tion of  slaves,  and  to  repress  any  attempt  that  may  be 
made  by  the  foreign  belligerent  force,  collected  in  that 
neighborhood,  to  excite  domestic  insorrection  among 
the  hiacks,  it  appears  to  me  to  be  abeolutely  necessary 
that  a  land  and  naval  force  be  stationed  at  St  Mary's. 

As  the  portion  of  East  Florida  immediately  border- 
ing OB  the  United  States  is  but  sparsely,  if  at  all,  in- 
habited, the  entrance  of  vessels  into  the  river  St.  Ma- 
ty's,  freighted  with  slaves,  can  have  no  other  object 
than  the  violation  of  our  laws,  by  covertly  introducing 
a  population  which  is  prohibited.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, and  especially  when  imbecili^  or  indisposi- 


tion of  the  local  authorities  to  preserve  the  accustomed 
relations  between  independent  States  are  considered, 
and  above  all,  the  odious  character  of  the  traffic  in- 
tended to  be  restrained,  the  seizure  of  every  vessel 
freighted  with  slaves  which  shall  be  found  in  the  river 
St.  Mary's,  or  hovering  upon  our  coast,  is  respectfully 
submitted.    I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec.  ■ 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 
The  SxcmzTAaiss  of  War  and  Navyi 

Extract  of  a  ktitrfrom  the  Deputy  CoUeeior  cf  Nova 
Iberia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dated  Juiy 
0,  1818. 

*'  By  Mr.  Dick's  advice»  last  Summer,  I  got  out 
State  warrants,  and  had  negroes  seized  to  the  number 
of  eighteen,  which  were  a  part  of  those  stolen  out  of 
the  custody  of  the  coroner,  and  the  balance  condemned 
by  the  district  judge' of  the  State ;  and  the  informers 
received  their  part  of  the  net  proceeds  from  the  State 
treasurer.  Five  negroes,  that  were  seized  about  the 
same  time,  were  tried  at  Opelousas,  in  May  last,  by 
the  same  judge ;  he  decided  that  some  Spaniards  (that 
were  supposed  to  have  set  up  a  sham  claim,  stating 
that  the  negroes  hsd  b^en  stolen  from  them  on  the  high 
seas)  should  have  the  negroes;  and  that  the  persons 
that  seized  them  should  pay  one-half  the  costs,  and 
the  State  of  Louisiana  the  other.  This  decision  had 
such  an  efiect  as  to  render  it  almoet  impossible  for  me 
to  obtain  any  assistance  in  that  part  of  the  country. 
There  has  been  lately  up  the  Bayou  Nementon  two 
schooners  from  Galveston ;  they  sold  a  part  of  their 
cargoes,  and  deposited  the  balance,  and  1  could  get 
no  assistance  to  take  them.  I  made  two  seizures  of 
wine,  a  part  of  one  of  the  cargoes,  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Vermillion  bridge,  about  twenty  miles  to 
the  westward  of  this  place.  I  summoned  assistance, 
a  part  of  which  refused  to  assist,  a  part  deserted  while 
guarding  the  property,  and  the  balance  not  being  suf- 
ficiently strong  to  protect  it,  it  was  taken  from  them 
the  ensuing  night.  The  smugglers  had  forcibly  nre- 
vented  our  removing  the  property  in  the  day  time. 

CoLLBCTom's  Orricx,  Dis.  BawswiCk,  Gi., 
Port  ofDariefh  July  6, 1818. 
Sill :  On  the  14th  of  March,  I  did  myself  the  honor 
to  address  you  on  the  subject  of  Africans  illicitly  in- 
troduced into  the  United  States.  Not  being  favored 
with  a  reply,  it  may  be  proper  for  me  to  state,  that  a 
demand  being  subsequently  made,  by  the  Executive  of 
this  State,  for  all  such  Africans  in  my  possession,  in 
compliance  therewith  I  delivered  over  to  his  agent 
ninety-one  negroes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

W.  I.  McINTOSH,  Collector. 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  CnAwroBD, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Extract  of  a  leUerfrom  the  CoUeetar  of  New  Orleans 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Dreasury,  dated  April  17, 
1818. 

^  It  has  been  stated  to  me,  on  the  authority  of  a  let^ 
ter  to  a  respecUble  gentleman  of  this  city,  thst  there 
were  three  schooners  lying  in  the  river  Merineutan, 
belonging  to  Commodore  Aury's  squadron,  smuggling 
their  cargoes  on  shore.  The  audacity  of  the  piratical 
set,  since  they  find  Galveston  has  not  been,  and  as 
they  say,  will  not  be,  suppressed,  knows  bo  bounds. 
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Illicit  Introduction  of  Slaves. 


Januabt,  182D. 


In  order  to  keep  them  somewhat  more  in  check,  and 
to  defeat  their  nefarious  schemes  as  far  as  in  mj  power, 
until  Government  aid  us  with  such  force  as  it  may 
deem  best  suited  to  the  purpose,  I  have  determined  to 
station  an  additional  revenue  boat  and  crews,  with  an 
active  and  enterprising  officer,  at  and  near  Fort  8l 
Philip,  and  to  increase  the  crew  of  the  boats  at  the 
Balize  and  Fort  St.  John.  It  will,  I  think,  render  their 
operations  a  little  more  difficult,  and  I  cunfidently  rely 
on  your  approbation.  The  additional  expense  can  be 
no  consideration.  But  no  effi)rt8  of  the  officers  of  the 
customs  alone  can  be  effectual  in  preventing  the  intro- 
duction of  Africans  from  the  westward ;  to  put  a  stop 
to  that  traffic,  a  naval  force  suitable  to  those  waters  is 
indispensable ;  and  vessels  captured  with  slaves  ought 
not  to  be  brought  to  this  port,  but  sent  to  some  other 
in  the  United  States  for  adjudication.  Enclosed  you 
will  also  find  an  act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  this 
State,  respecting  slaves  imported  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  Congress  of  2d  March,  1807.  The  object  and 
policy  of  this  law  require  no  comment  from  me.  Vast 
numbers  of  slaves  will  be  introduced  to  an  alarming 
extent,  unless  prompt  and  effectual  measures  are 
adopted  by  the  General  Government. 

"  The  master  of  an  American  schooner  from  Havana 
reports  that  he  was  offered  a  full  freight  of  Africans  for 
this  river,  which  he  refused." 

CoLLKCTon's  Offick,  Dis.  Brunswick,  Ga., 

Port  ofDarien,  March  14,  1818. 

Sm :  I  had  the  honor  to  address  you  per  last  mail, 
and  to  enclose  you  papers  respecting  forty-seven  Afri- 
can negroes  taken,  by  the  surveyor  of  Darien,  from 
one  Jared  E.  Groce,  on  their  way  to  the  Alabama  Ter- 
ritory, through  the  Indian  nation,  and  forty-one  others 
at  the  Creek  agency,  from  the  negro  houses  of  the 
agent  for  Indian  affairs.  It  is  a  painful  duty,  sir,  to 
express  to  you,  that  I  am  in  possession  of  undoubted 
information,  that  African  and  West  India  negroes  are 
almost  daily  illicitly  introduced  into  Georgia  for  sale 
or  settlement,  or  passing  through  it  to  the  Territories 
of  the  United  States  for  similar  purposes ;  these  facts 
are  notorious;  and  it  is  not  unusual  to  see  such  ne- 
groes in  the  streets  of  St.  Mary's,  and  such,  too,  re- 
cently captured  by  our  vessels  ot  war,  and  ordered  to 
Savannah,  were  illegally  bartered  by  hundreds  in  that 
city  ;  for  this  bartering  or  bonding,  (as  it  is  called,  but 
in  reality  selling,)  actually  took  place  before  any  de- 
cision was  passed  by  the  court  respecting  them. 

I  cannot  but  again  express  to  you,  sir,  that  these 
irregularities  and  mocking  of  the  laws,  by  men  who 
understand  them,  and  who,  it  was  presumed,  would 
have  respected  them,  are  such,  that  it  requires  the^ im- 
mediate interposition  of  Congress  to  effect  a  suppres- 
sion of  this  traffic ;  for,  as  things  are,  should  a  faithful 
officer  of  Government  apprehend  such  negroes,  to 
avoid  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  laws,  the  proprie- 
tors disclaim  them,  and  some  agent  of  the  Executive 
demands  a  delivery  of  the  same  to  him,  who  may  em- 
ploy them  as  he  pleases,  or  effect  a  sale  by  way  of  a 
bond  for  the  restoration  of  the  negroes  when  legally 
called  on  so  to  do ;  which  bond,  it  is  understood,  is  to 
be  forfeited,  as  the  amount  of  the  bond  is  so  much 
less  than  the  value  of  the  property.  And  again,  air, 
an  officer  disposed  to  perform  his  trust  with  fidelity, 
is  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the  8ute ;  for,  to  carry  the 
intention  of  the  federal  laws  into  execution,  great  ex- 
penses may  be  incurred,  and  for  which  the  State 
teems  not  to  have  made  any  provision ;  b«t  hat,  by  its 


own  law  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legialmtiare,  in- 
vested the  Executive  with  the  power  of  becoming  a 
speculator  on  the  exertions  and  integrity  of  such  fiid- 
eral  officers  as  feel  the  weight  of  their  respoDsibilitj, 
and  who  are  wilting  to  perform  their  duty.  For  in- 
stance, sir :  after  much  fatigue,  peril,  and  expense, 
eighty-eight  Africans  are  seized  and  brought  by  the 
surveyor  to  Darien ;  they  are  demanded  immediately 
by  the  Governor's  agent.  And  notwithstanding  the 
knowledge  which  his  Excellency  had,  that  these  very 
Africans  were  for  some  weeks  within  sixty  miles  of 
his  Excellency's  residence,  (the  seat  of  GovemmsiDt,) 
there  was  no  effort,  no  stir  made  by  hiim  his  %%tuts, 
or  subordinate  State  officers,  to  carry  the  laws  into 
execution  ;  but  no  sooner  than  it  was  understood  that 
a  seizure  bad  been  effected  by  an  officer  of  the  United 
States,  a  demand  is  made  for  them ;  and  it  is  not  dif* 
ficult  to  perceive,  by  a  compliance,  that  the  veiy  ag- 
gressors may,  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  mock  boad,  be 
again  placed  in  possession  of  the  smuggled  property, 
at  but  little  additional  expense  to  them,  but  at  the 
entire  ruin  of  the  officers  who  had  executed,  with 
fidelity,  the  laws  they  felt  bound  to  obserre.  There 
are  many  negroes,  (independent  of  those  mentioned 
as  having  been  bartered  in  Savannah,  dtc,  before  any 
decision  had  passed  respecting  them,)  recently  intro- 
duced into  this  State  and  the  Alabama  Tenitorj,  and 
which  can  be  apprehended.  The  undertaking  would 
be  great ;  but,  to  be  sensible  that  we  shall  possess  jour 
approbation,  and  that  we  are  carrying  the  views  and 
wishes  of  the  Government  into  execution,  is  a)l  we 
wish,  and  it  shall  be  done,  independently  of  every  per- 
sonal consideration.     I  have,  &c. 

WM.  I.  McINTOSH,  CoUeetm 
Hon.  W.  H.  Crawford, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

Collector's  Oificb, 

Savannahf  November,  1817. 

Sir  :  I  have  tlie  honor  of  informing  yen  thai  the 
schooner  Tentativa,  reported  to  be  under  Spanish 
colors,  with  one  hundred  and  twenty-dght  slaves  on 
board,  was  brought  into  this  port  on  the  19th  instant, 
by  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  United  States  vessel  the 
Saranac,  John  H.  Elton  commander,  having  besQ  cap- 
tured by  said  vessel,  and  at  the  time  absindooed  by 
her  crew.  The  Tentativa  has  been  hbcAled  by  the 
Proctor  for  the  captors;  and  the  sUtss,  by  order  <if 
the  court,  delivered  over  to  the  Proctor  for  the  capCon 
and  the  collector  of  this  port,  to  be  taken  care  of  hj 
them,  until  demanded  by  the  competent  authority. 
This  order  was  procured  by  the  Proctor  for  the  cap- 
tors, with  a  view  of  preserving  the  lives'of  the  slaves, 
they  being  destitute  of  provisions  and  dothing,  sad 
must  have  perished  had  they  bc«n  longer  at  sea. 
Four  of  them  have  already  died,  iMit  the  remaiaing 
part  of  them  have  been  so  disposed  of  as  to  insore 
comfort  to  them  for  the  present.  Under  the  otiet  of 
the  court,  and  the  influence  of  humanity,  it  &PPM» 
to  be  my  duty  to  interest  myself  for  the  suskers; 
and,  having  an  estate  near  the  city,  I  inquired  of  my 
agent  how  many  of  these  people  ho  could  necomme- 
date  with  house-room,  and  upon  his  stAteoient  I  have 
taken  possession  of  forty  in  number,  all  of  i^iom  I 
have  clothed,  and  ahall  continuo  otherwise  to  sveeor, 
until  demanded  by  the  oompcitent  authoritv. 

I  have,  dec  A.  8.  BULLOCK, 

Hon.  W.  IL  CmiwTonn, 
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Jamoart,  1820. 


VerTnont  Omtested  Election. 


H.  OP  ft. 


Bsctratt  of  a  letter  from  the  Deputy  Colleetor  of  Nova 
Iberia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treamry,  dated 
S^tember  27,  1818. 

«  On  tbe  8th  of  July  last.  Captain  Amelang,  with 
eighteen  of  hia  cbmpany,  agreed  to  go  with  me  to  the 
Bsyon  Nenentoit,  to  aappreaa  imngghng.  On  the 
dmj  and  aucceeding  night  after  our  arriTal  there,  we 
took  thirteen  prifonera  that  came  armed  to  sapport 
amuggtera,  dec  The  neit  day  we  took  one  of  their 
▼eeaekr;  aet  aorae  handa  to  work  in  repttiftng  her,  and 
Qaptein  Aaaelung  returned  to  Nova  Ik>eria  for  the  bil- 
aace  of  hia  compimy ;  retamed  with  them,  and  we 
prooeeded  on  with  twentj-five  men  to  the  Bayoa  On- 
renaeau.  On  our  arrival  there  wo  made  more  prison- 
era ;  seized  three  African  negroes^  two  veasela,  and 
part  of  their  cargoes.  Runners  bad  been  aent  ahead 
of  us,  and  five  or  six  vcsaela  run  out  of  the  Bayou  a 
few  daya  prior  to  our  arrival  there.  A  large  number 
of  African  negroea  had  been  on  that  Bayou,  eighty  of 
which  left  there  a  short  time  before  our  arrival,  and 
about  twenty  passed  us  the  night  before  we  arrived. 
We  proceeded  down  the  Cureuseau,  abd  came  round 
to  the  Bayon  Nementoo.  Captain  Amelung  far- 
aiahed  me  with  a  lieutenant  and  eighteen  men,  and 
TvtQTSed  by  land  to  Nova  Iberia  wi^  the  balance  of 
bM  company.  Wo  proceeded  with  the  vessels  down 
tfae  Nemantou ;  met  a  fellache,  commanded  by  one  of 
I«aitte't  captains  off  the  mouth  of  the  Bayou.  The 
captain  took  us  for  smugglers ;  we  got  him  on  boaid 
of  one  of  our  vessels,  and,  notwithstanding  his  direct- 
ing his  men,  in  French,  when  he  left  his  own  vessel 
to  cut  their  cable  if  he  did  not  return  with  the  boat, 
run  down  our  boat,  and  kill  every  man  on  board,  we 
boarded  her  after  they  cut  their  cable,  and  took  her 
without  the  loss  of  one  man.  Her  cargo  consists  of 
coffee,  cocoa,  refined  wax  for  candles,  oil,  dry  goods, 
and  about  ten  thousand  pounds  of  quicksilver.  I  ar^ 
riTed  here  yesterday,  having  suffered  much.  During 
the  line  storm  we  lost  three  anchors,  sprung  one  mast, 
carried  avray  our  yards  and  sails.  I  left  the  vessels  in 
the  Vermillion  Bay ;  shall  start  immediately  to  bring 
them  round  to  this  place.  If  there  was  one  small 
oatter  on  this  coast,  she  would  be  of  great  service." 

OoLLccToa's  Office, 

Savannah,  May  22,  1817. 

Sib  :  I  have  just  received  information  from  a  source 
on  which  I  can  implicitly  rely,  that  it  has  already  be- 
come the  practice  to  introduce  into  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, across  the  St.  Mary's  river*  from  Amelia  Island, 
£ast  Florida,  Africans,  who  have  been  carried  into  the 
port  of  Femandinaf  subsequent  to  the  capture  of  it  by 
tbe  Patriot  army,  now  in  possession  of  it. 

As  this  species  of  traffic  may  be  carried  on  for  an 
indefinite  period  of  time,  without  the  interposition  of 
Government,  I  have  deemed  it  my  duty  to  give  you 
the  earliest  advice  of  it. 

Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
I9lh  March  last,  I  instructed  Captain  Smith  to  cruise 
with  the  cutter  to  the  southward  as  far  as  St.  Mary's 
bar,  with  a  view  of  preventing  the  landing  of  such 
people  on  the  seaboard  ;  but  it  is  not  in  his  power  to 
^uard  the  St.  Mary's,  which  is  the  route  for  the  intro- 
duction of  them.  It  becomes  more  necessary  for  a 
^uard  to  be  organized  by  Government,  as  tins  State 
has  never  legislated  on  the  subject  of  the  importation 
of  slaves.  Were  the  Legislature  to  pass  an  act  giving 
compensation  In  some  manner  to  informers,  it  would 
have  a  tendency,  in  a  great  degree,  to  prevent  the 


practice.  As  the  thing  now  is,  no  citizen  wOl  take 
the  trouble  of  searching  for  and  detecting  the  slaves. 
I  further  understand  that  the  evil  will  not  be  confined 
altogether  to  Afrieans,  but  will  be  extended  to  the 
worst  class  of  West  India  slaves.    I  am,  dec. 

A.  S.  BULLOCK,  CoUeetor^ 
Hon.  W.  H.  OaAWFomD,  See,  of  Trtamry^ 

Collectoe's  Office, 

Port  of  Mobile,  October  7,  1818: 

Sin :  It  is  understood  that  Judge  Webb,  one  of  ther 
judges  of  the  Territory,  has  resigned.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  suggest  the  importance  of  an  early  appointment  to 
the  vacancy,  in  order  that  the  person  appointed  might 
be  present  at  the  next  session  of  the  general  court,  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next.  There  are  now 
pending  before  that  court  a  number  of  caaes  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  public  interest,  particularly 
thofe  of  the  three  vacant  vessels,  their  cargoes,  and 
upwards  of  one  hundred  slaves. 

I  hope  the  Attorney  of  the  United  Statea  has  inform^ 
ed  the  Treasury  Department  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court  in  these  cases ;  not  having  seen  him  since,  I 
have  not  attempted  a  atatement  of  proceedings  to  me 
so  very  strange.  This,  however,  appears  certain,  thai 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  and  the  slaves  have  been  do* 
livered  on  bonds,  the  former  to  the  owners,  and  the 
alaves  to  three  other  peraons.  The  grand  jury  found 
true  bills  against  the  owners  of  the  vessels,  masters, 
and  a  supercargo,  all  of  whom  are  discharged  ;  why 
or  wherefore  I  cannot  Say,  except  that  it  could  not  be 
fot  want  of  proof  against  (hem. 

It  is  certainly  a  matter  of  great  importance  that 
these  cases  be  stamped  with  the  full  force  of  the  law, 
to  prevent  future  importations.  Two  of  the  vessela 
Were  cleared  at  Havana,  for  New  Orleans,  and  one  for 
this  port;  and  all  American  registered  vessels,  the  for- 
mer at  New  Orleans,  the  latter  at  this  port. 

Perhaps  the  magnitude  and  importance  of  these 
cases  would  render  it  expedient  to  employ  additional 
eouisel  In  aid  of  the  United  Sutes  Attorney,  as  he 
wMl  be  oppsed  by  able  lawyer*  from  New  OikjUM* 
Should  you  deem  this  proper,  be  pleased,  sir,  to  dneot 
the  sum  which  may  be  allowed.  I  have,  dec 

ADDIN  LEWIS,  Collector. 

Hon.  Wx.  H.  OmAWFonn,  See,  of  Treaeury. 

THE  CONTESTED  SEAT. 

The  House  then,  according  to  the  order  of  the 
day,  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  remainder 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  £lectioQs,  on 
the  contested  election  of  Mr.  Merrill,  of  Vermont 
The  House  having  yesterday  agreed  to  the  first 
resolution,  declaring  Mr.  Merrill  not  entitled  to  a 
seat,  the  question  now  under  consideration  was  oa 
agreeing  to  the  second  resolution  of  the  re^por^ 
which  declares  that  "  Rollin  C.  Mallary  is  enttUed 
to  a  seat  in  this  House." 

An  earnest  debate  followed  on  this  resoiutioO) 
which  cdntinued  till  near  four  o'clock.  The  reso* 
lution  and  the  right  of  the  petitioner  to  a  seat 
was  advocated  by  Messrs.  Livermorb,  BALOWiifk 
Strong,  of  New  York,  Culpbpbr,  Tatlor,  and 
Gbos8,  of  New  York.  The  resolution  was  op*- 
posed,  and  of  coturse  the  right  of  the  aralieaat  to 
the  seat,  by  Messrs.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshise^ 

PiNDALL,  ClAQETT,  RANDOLPH,  ST0Rlt8,H0LMBav 

and  Anderson. 
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The  question  was  finally  decided  in  the  affirm- 
atire,  by  yeas  and  nays;  for  the  resolution  116, 
jigainst  It  47,  as  follows : 

Ybas — Mtaan.  Abbot,  Adams,  Allen  of  Tennessee, 
Archer,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecber,  Boden, 
Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Burwall,  Butler  of  Louisiana, 
Campbell,  Case,  Clarke,  Cook,  Crowdl,  Culbreth, 
Culpeper,  Cusbman,  Quthbeit,  Darlington,  Dennison, 
Bewitt,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards  of  Conn.,  Edwards  of 
Pennsylvania,  Edwards  of  North  Carolioa,  Errin,  Fay, 
Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Gross  of  New 
York,  Gross  of  Penn^Hackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall 
of  Delaware,  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hempbill,  Hendricks, 
Herrick,  Hibsbman,  Hostetter,  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Kendall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Little,  Lincoln,  Linn, 
Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Creary,  McLean  of  Kentucky,  Marchand,  Mason^  Met- 
calf,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray, 
Nelson  of  Massachusetts,  Overstreet,  Parker  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Patterson,  Peek,  Phelps,  Pbilson,  Pinckney, 
Pitcher,  Plumer,  Reed,  Rhea,  Richmond,  Ringgold, 
Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Shaw,  Sim- 
kins,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Smith  of  Maryland, 
B.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Street,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tsrr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble, 
Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Van 
Rensselaer,  Walker  of  North  Carolina,  Wallace,  War- 
field,  WendoTer,  Williams  of  Virginia,  Williams  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Wood— 116. 

Nats — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen  of  New  York,  An- 
derson, Ball,  Bayly,  Bufi'um,  Burton,  Butler  of  New 
Hampshire,  Cannon,  Clagott,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Crawford, 
Davidson,  Earle,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Hall  of 
North  Carolina,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones 
of  Virginia,  McLane  of  Delaware,  Mercer,  Moseley, 
Neale,  Nelson  of  Virginia,  Newton,  Pindall,  Quarles, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Settle,  Silsbee,  Stocnmb,  Smith  of 
North  Carolina,  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Swearin- 
gen,  Tomlinson,  Tyler,  Upham,  and  Whitman — 47. 

So  it  was  decided  that  Rollin  C.  Mallary  is 
entitled  to  a  seat  in  this  House ;  and  Mr.  M.  came 
ibrward,  was  qualified,  and  took,  his  seat  accord- 
ingly. 


Friday,  January  14. 

Mr.  Rhba  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Samuel 
B.  Beal,  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^An  act  for  the 
rdief  of  the  heirs  and  leeal  representatiyes  of 
Nicholas  Vreeland,  deceased." 

Mr.  Williams  made  an  unfayorable  report  on 
die  case  of  Henry  Cain,  which  was  read ;  when 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  the 
resolution  recommended  m  the  said  report,  so  as 
lo  make  it  read,  "  That  the  claim  of  Henry  Cain, 
for  fifty  dollars,  be  granted  j**  when  the  report  ana 
amendment  were  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  certain  persons  who  have  paid  duties  on 
certain  ^oods  imported  into  Castine,"  reported  the 
tame  without  amendment ;  and  the  bill  was  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow. 


Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Priyate 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  oi 
James  Mackay,  assignee  of  McDaniel,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  James  Mackay, 
of  the  Territory  of  Missouri ;  which  bill  waa  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  thebili  for  the  relief 
of  persons  holding  confirmed  unlocated  dainos  lor 
land  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
ported a  bill  supplementary  to  ^'An  act  providiiig 
tor  cases  of  lost  military  land  warrants,  and  dis- 
charges for  faithful  senrices;"  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  the  sanie  Committee. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  pre- 
sented on  the  10th  instant,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  with  a  bill  tor  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  residing  in  the 
Vincennes  district;  which  bill  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whc^e  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo- 
diciary,madean  uniiEiyorable  report  on  the  petitions 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  counties  of  iCeDawba 
and  Mason,  in  the  State  of  Virginia;  which  was 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seboeant,  from  the  same  committee,  re- 
port^ a  bill  to  alter  the  terms  of  the  court  of  the 
western  district  of  Virginia ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  on  the  petition  of  Jacob  and 
Henry  H.  Schiefielin ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferrea  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing i>ayment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskels 
impressed  into  the  seryice  of  the  United  States," 
was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

The  amendments  proposed  by  the  Soiate  to  the 
"Resolution  for  the  further  distribution  of  the 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,"  were  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House. 

THE  FINANCES. 

Mr.  Stbothbb  submitted  the  foUbwing  Pesol«- 
tions,  to  wit: 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  SecrcUry  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed  to  report,  without  delay,  to  this  House,  the 
actual  balance  in  the  Treasury,  and  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department  and 
War  Department ;  and  the  amount,  if  any,  in  the  Tm- 
sury,  subject  to  the  control  of  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Sinking  Fund,  on  the  1st  of  January,  18S9. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  bt 
directed  to  report,  without  delay,  to  this  House,  upon 
what  principle  he  has  estimated  the  receipts  in  the 
Tressury  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  for  the 
year  1830. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  U 
directed,  without  delay,  to  report  to  this  House,  wfcst 
amount  of  the  public  debt  will  be  redeemable,  accord- 
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ing  to  the  terms  of  the  cootrtct,  in  the  yean  18^> 
1821»  1822,  1823,  and  1824;  and  what  amount  would 
be  left  of  the  Sinking  Fund  in  each  year,  respectively! 
after  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public  debt, 
and  the  portion  of  the  principal  which  may  be  redeem- 
able within  the  year. 

4.  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
directed,  without  delay ^  to  report  to  this  House,  the 
present  price  of  the  stocks,  and  whether  t  in  his  ofinitm, 
tfthe  price  is  above  par,  it  will  probably  continue  so 
until  the  period  at  which  the  stock  issued  in  the  late 
war  shall  become  redeemable  ;  and  ifr  in  his  opinion, 
such  should  probably  be  thefact,  whether  it  would  not 
be  advisable  to  apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Government,  rather 
than  resort  to  loans  or  taxes. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  suggested 
the  propriety  of  omitting  the  words  "without 
delay,"  as  unusual  and  not  necessary. 

Mr.  Strother  insisted  on  retaining  the  words, 
which  were  intended  to  express  the  wish  of  the 
House  to  hayean  early  report,  and  not  asan  intended 
departure  from  courtesy.  Mr.  S.  proceeded  then 
to  explain  his  views  in  offering  the  resolutions,  to 
show  their  propriety,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity 
of  the  information  required,  to  enable  the  House 
to  act  understandingly  on  the  momentous  subject 
of  providing  for  the  public  exigencies. 

Mr.  Baldwin  objected  to  the  fourth  resolution, 
because  the  subject  of  it  had  already  been  submit- 
ted to  the  delibieration  and  decision  of  the  House 
by  the  Secretary  himself  in  his  annual  report,  and 
it  was  improper  to  refer  it  back  to  the  Secretary 
for  his  opmion,  dbc. 

Mr.  Strother  replied  at  some  length  to  sustain 
the  propriety  of  the  resolution  referr^  to — stating 
that  from  the  long  period  which  the  Secretary  had 
filled  his  station,  ne  must,  necessarily  be  oetter 
qualified  by  his  experience,  as  well  as  by  his  politi- 
cal acquirements  and  vigorous  mind,  to  afford  the 
inibnnation  called  for,  and  he  hoped  the  House 
would  consent  to  it. 

Mr.  Lowndes  had  no  objection  to  any  of  the 
resolutions,  except  the  fourth,  and  as  the  Secretary 
would  be  able  to  furnish  promptly  the  information 
requested  by  the  others,  he  hoped  and  moved  that, 
the  words  "without  delay,"  be  stricken  out.  Mr. 
L.  was  opposed  to  the  fourth  resolution,  because 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to  comply  with  it, 
must  necessarily  enter  into  all  the  minute  calcula- 
tion of  probable  events  for  years  to  come,  of  peace 
and  war,  or  else  he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of 
nwV'pg  a  report  extremely  unsatisfactory.  He 
tiierefore  moved,  to  amend  the  fourth  resolution 
by  striking  oat  all  between  the  word  "whether," 
in  the  3d  line,  to  the  word  "whether"  in  the  8th 
line ;  but,  before  any  question  was  taken, 
•  Mr.  Batem AN  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid 
on  the  table  and  be  printed ;  which  motion  pre- 
railed,  50  to  49 ;  and  the  resolutions  were  laid  on 
the  table  accordingly. 

CONTESTED  ELECTION. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Connnittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions on  the  petition  of  James  Ouyon, Jan.,  contest- 
ing tbe  right  of  Bbcaiezer  Sage,  one  of  the  members 


returned  as  elected  from  the  State  of  New  York, 
which  report  declares  that  Mr.  Sage  b  not  entitled 
to  a  seat,  and  that  Mr.  Guyon"^. 

[The  question  involved  in  this  case  was  whether 
votes  which  were  given  for  James  Guyon,  junior, 
but  returned  by  the  officer  without  the  addition  of 
"junior"  should  be  allowed  to  J.  Guyon,  jun. ;  no 
other  person  of  that  name  being  a  candidate.  These 
votes  had  been  withheld  from  Mr.  Guyon  which 
firave  Mr.  Sage  a  majority — by  giving  to  J.  Guyon, 

iun.,  all  these  votes  it  woula  make  a  majority  in 
lis  favor.  The  Committee  decided  to  correct  the 
error  of  the  returning  officer,  agreeably  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  similar 
cases  heretofore.  Mr.  S.  has  not  appeared  to  claim 
the  seat.] 

A  good  deal  of  discussion  took  place  on  this  sub- 
ject, relative  to  various  circumstances  attending 
the  election,  the  conduct  of  the  officer,  dec,  after 
which,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  report. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  report,  which  de- 
cided the  petitioner  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  House ; 
when  Mr.  Guyon  came  forward,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat ;  and  the  House  adjourned  to 
Monday. 

MoNOAY,  January  17. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  resolution 
of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  States  of  Illihois, 
requesting  that  commissioners  may  be  appointed 
to  survey  and  mark  a  road  from  Wheeling,  in  the 
State  of  Virffinia*  through  the  States  of  Onio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois;  and  that  certain  lands  may 
be  set  apart  to  raise  a  fund  for  making  said  road ; 
which  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canab. 

Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the 
claims  to  land  of  certain  persons  in  that  State,  de- 
rived under  the  act  of  3d  March,  1792,  for  militia 
services,  may  be  examined,  and  that  provision  may 
be  made  for  their  confirmation ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  pe^tion  of  James 
Maxwell,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  a  subscrip- 
tion for  a  digest  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  alter  the 
terms  of  the  court  of  the  western  district  of  Vir- 
ginia" was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CIVILIZATION  OF  THE  INDIANS. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  re- 
port of  the  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the 
civilization  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  the  sums 
which  have  been  expended  on  that  object,  pre- 
pared in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  6th  in- 
stant ;  which  letter  and  report  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table.    The  letter  is  as  follows  : 

DsPABTMXHT  OF  Wak,  Jonuory  16. 

8im :  In  eomplianee  with  the-resoliition  of  ths  Hoase 
of  RtprMsntatives  of  the  Jth  instant,  «« that  the  See- 
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reUry  of  War  be  directed  to  report  whether  any,  tnd, 
if  any,  what  progrees  has  been  made  in  the  OTiUzation 
of  the  Indian  tribe*,  and  the  eams  of  monc^,  if  any, 
have  been  expended  on  that  object,  under  the  act  of 
the  last  aecaion***  I  t^ave  the  honor  to  make  the  follow* 
ing  statement : 

No  part  of  the  appropriation  of  tea  thouaand  dok 
lara  annually,  made  at  the  laet  seeaton,  for  the  oiTiliea* 
tion  of  the  Indiana,  has  yet  been  applied.    The  Preei- 
dent  was  of  opinion,  that  the  object  of  the  act  would 
be  more  certainly  eflfectcdl  by  f^pplying  the  sum  appro- 
priated in  aid  of  the  efibrU  of  societies,  or  individuals, 
who  might  feel  disposed  to  bestow  their  time  and  re- 
sources to  effect  the  object  contemplated  by  it ;  and  a 
circnlar  (of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  copy,)  was  ad- 
dressed to  those  individuals  and  societies  who  have  di- 
rected their  attention  to  the  civilization  of  the  Indians. 
The  objects  of  the  circular  were  to  obtain  information, 
and  disclose  the  views  of  the  President,  in  order  to 
coneentrate  and  unite  the  eibrts  of  individuals  and 
sodetiea,  in  the  mode  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the 
last  session.    The  information  collected  wili  enable 
the  President  to  apply,  early  in  this  year,  the  sum  ap- 
propriated. The  economy  and  iatelHgence  with  which 
It  will  be  applied,  under  the  ettperinUndeace  of  zeelow 
and  disinterested  iodividuals,  will,  it  is  hoped,  carry 
into  effect,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  views  of  Congteas. 
While  many  of  the  Indian  tribes  have  acquired 
only  the  vices  with  which  a  savage  people  usually  be- 
come tainted,  by  their  intercourse  with  those  who  are 
civilized,  others  appear  to  be  making  gradual  advances 
in  industry  and  civilization.  Among  the  latter  descrip- 
tion may  be  placed  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chick- 
asaws,  and  perhaps  the  Creeks,  most  of  the  remnants 
of  the  8ix  Nations,  in  the  8ute  of  New  York,  the 
Wyandots,  Senecas,  and  Sbawanese,  at  Upper  San- 
dusky, and  Wapakonetta.    The  Cherokees  exhibit  a 
more  favorable  appearanee  than  any  other  tribe  of  In- 
dians.   There  are  already  estabKriied  two  iloorishing 
schools  among  them.    One  at  Brainard,  under  the 
superintendenoe  of  the  American  Board  for  Foreign 
Missions,  at  which  there  are  at  present  about  onehundred 
youths  of  both  sexes.    The  institution  is  on  the  Lan- 
casterian  plan,  and  is  p  a  very  flourishing  condition. 
Besides  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic,  the  boys  are 
taught  agriculture,  and  the  ordinary  mechanic  arts, 
and  the  girls,    sewing,  knitting,   and  weaving.     At 
Spring  Place,  in  the  same  nation,  there  is  a  school  on 
a  more  limited  scale,  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
United  Brethren,  or  Moravians.    Two  other  schools 
are  projected  in  the  same  nation,  one  by  the  American, 
and  the  other  by  the  Baptist  Board,  for  Foreign  Mis- 
sions ;  and  arrangements  are  making  to  establish  two 
other  schools  among  that  portion  of  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion which  reside  on  the  ArkaAsae.    The,  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws  have  recently  evinced  a  strong  desire 
to  have  schools  established  among  them^  and  meas- 
ures have  been  taken  by  the  American  Board  for  For- 
eign Missions  for  that  purpose.    A  part  of  the  former 
nation  have  appropriated  two  thousand  dollars  annual- 
ly, out  of  their  annuity,  for  seventeen  years,  as  a  school 
fund.  A  part  of  the  Six  Nations,  in  New  York,  have, 
of  late,   made  considerable  improvements;   and   the 
Wyandots,  Senecas,  and  Shawnanese,  at  Upper  San- 
dusky, and  Wepakonetta,  have,  under  the  saperin* 
tendence  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  made  tonsiderable 
advance  in  civilization. 

Although  partial  advaooes  may  be  made,  under  the 
pieeent  system,  to  ctviUae  the  Indiana,  I  am  of  an 


opinion,  that,  nntU  there  is  a  radical  change  in  Hie 
system,  any  eflbrts,  which  may  be  made,  mtiet  fall 
short  of  complete  success.  They  must  be  brought 
gradually  under  our  authority  and  laws,  or  they  will 
insensibly  waste  away  in  vice  and  misery.  It  is  impoe^ 
sible,  with  their  customs,  that  they  should  exist  m  in* 
dependent  coann  unities,  in  the  midst  of  civilized  society. 
They  are  not,  in  fact,  an  independent  people,  (I  epeak 
of  those  surrounded  by  our  population,)  nor  ou^ 
thev  to  be  so  considered.  They  should  be  takem 
under  our  guardianship ;  and  out  opinion,  and  not 
theirs>  ought  to  prevail,  in  measures  intended  for  their 
civilization  and  bappmes.  A  system  less  vigoroos  mmj 
protract,  but  cannot  arrest  their  fate. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec., 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

H.    (JtAT, 

Speaker  Hbute  of  Reps. 


Hoir. 


(cibculak.) 

DsPABTxxiTT  ov  Wab,  Sepl.  r,  1819. 
SiK :  In  order  to  render  the  sum  of  ten  thoiiaaBd 
dollars  annually  appropriated  at  the  last  session  of  Cett- 
gresa  for  the  civilization  of  the  Indians,  as  ezteoeivv- 
ly  beneficial  as  possible,  the  President  is  of  an  opinion^ 
that  it  ought  to  be  applied  in  co-operation  with  the 
exertions  of  benevolent  associations,  or  incfividttals,  who 
may  choose  to  devote  their  time  or  meana  to  el^  iho 
object  contemplated  by  the  act  of  Congress.  But  it 
will  be  indispensable,  in  order  to  apply  any  portion  of 
the  qnm  appropriated  in  the  manner  proposed,  that 
the  plan  of  education,  in  addition  to  reading,  writing, 
and  ariUimetic,  should,  in  the  instruction  of  boye,  ex- 
tend to  the  practical  knowledge  of  the  mode  of  a^ri- 
cutture,  and  of  such  of  the  nechanie  arts  suited  to  iho 
condition  of  the  Indians ;  and  in  thai  of  the  girls,  to 
spinning,  weaving,  and  sewing.  It  is  alae  indispsnsai 
ble  that  the  esUblishment  should  be  fixed  within  tiia 
limits  of  those  Indian  nations  who  herder  on  oar  sot* 
tlements.  Such  aasodatioos,  or  individuals,  who  aiv 
already  actually  engaged  in  edocatiog  the  IndiaBOf 
and  who  may  desire  the  co-operation  of  the  Qovem* 
ment,  will  report  to  the  Department  of  War,  to  be  lud 
before  the  President,  the  location  of  the  inatitotiose 
under  their  superintendence;  their  funds;  the  number 
and  kind  of  teachers ;  the  number  of  youths  of  both 
sexes ;  the  objects  which  are  actually  embraced  in  theic 
plan  of  education ;  and  the  extent  of  the  aid  whiciL 
they  [require;  and  such  institutions  as  are  formed,  but 
haTo*  not  gone  into  actual  operation,  vril!  report  the 
extent  of  their  funds ;  the  places  at  which  they  intend 
to  make  their  establishments ;  the  whole  number  of 
youths,  of  both  sexes,  which  they  intend  to  edttcole; 
the  number  and  kind  of  teoehers  to  be  employedl ;  tko 
plan  of  education  adopted ;  and  the  extent  of  the  M 
required. 

This  information  will  be  necessary  to  emhlo  tin 
President  to  determine  whether  the  appropiiatioii  of 
Congress  ought  to  be  applied  in  co-operation  with  the 
institutions  which  may  request  it,  and  to  moke  a  just 
distribution  of  the  sum  appropriated. 

In  proportion  to  the  means  of  the  Government,  co- 
operation will  be  extended  to  such  institutiona  aa  may 
be  approved,  as  well  in  erecting  neoesseiy  bnlMing^ 
as  in  their  ourrent  expenses. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc, 

J.  C.  CALfiOUK. 
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THE  FINANCES. 

The  Hoose  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strothbb, 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  him  on  Friday-— the  question  being 
on  the  amendments  proposed  thereto  by  Mr. 
LowNnss. 

The  first  amendment  for  striking  out  the  words 
"  without  delay,"  was  agreed  to  wiUkout  a  division. 

Mr.  Stuotheb  opposed  the  second  amendment, 
{proposing  to  strike  out  that  {^  of  the  4th  resolu- 
tion which  requires  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  whether,  if  the  price  of  stock  is 
above  par,  it  will  probably  continue  so  until  the 
period  at  which  the  stock  issued  in  the  late  war 
becomes  redeemable,  dbc  He  contended  that  the 
Secretary,  froih  his  superior  information  and  con- 
stant attention  to  the  subject,  which  no  member  of 
this  House  was  able  to  bestow  on  it,  would  be  able 
to  give  such  opinions  as  would  enlighten  the  House 
on  the  subject,  and  form  such  data  as  would  ena- 
ble it  to  arrive  at  a  more  correct  judsm^it  in  the 
important  measures  which  it  would  oe  necesstury 
to  adopt  in  relation  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
nation ;  that,  if  the  Secretary  did  not  choose  to  i 
hazard  an  opinion  on  the  probable  price  of  the 
stocks  four  years  hence,  he  might  safely  do  it  as  to 
the  present  and  next  year,  &,c.  Mr.  S.  extended 
his  arguments  and  the  illustration  of  his  opinions 
to  considerable  length,  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tions, in  the  shape  and  to  the  extent  in  which  he 
had  offered  them. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Majryriand,  said  it  was  ciBtomary 
to  ask  of  the  Secretaries  a  statement  of  facts,  but 
very  seldom  their  opinions,  oa  public  matters.  On 
this  subject,  however,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  fully  communicated  his  views,  with  the 
facts,  in  his  annual  report.  Mr.  S.  went  into-  an 
examination  of  the  facts  connected  with  the  Sink- 
ing  Fund,  and  the  price  of  stocks,  to  show  that 
there  would  be  two  millions  and  a  half  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  inapplicable  to  paying  the  public 
debt  in  the  year  1821,  and  the  sum  offive  millions 
tlie  subsequent  years,  dbc.,  \mtil.  in  1^34,  there 
would  be  a  surplus  of  twenty  millions  accruing  to 
this  fund.  Mr.  S.  took  this  view,  and  an  exami- 
nation of  the  Secretary's  report,  to  support  the 
opinion  that  it  would  be  greatly  preferable  to  use 
this  money,  otherwise  lying  dead  in  the  Treasury, 
instead  of  borrowing  for  the  public  exigencies ;  ar- 
guing that  the  public  debt  had  been  discharged 
more  rapidly  than  was  expedient,  and  that  it  wcmld 
be  wise  and  prudent  to  abstract  the  surplus  of  the 
next  year  at  least  from  the  Sinking  Fund  ^  the 
national  use.  He  took,  also,  a  view  of  various 
ckcumstances  which  aflfect  the  price  of  stocks,  and 
sake  it  extremely  fluctuating,  to  show  that  there 
was  Bo  divining  the  price  at  any  particvdar  period 
a  year  hence,  £c, 

Mr.  Sthotheb  rejoined,  and  further  maintalBed 
his  opinions,  that  the  intelligent  public  agent, 
whose  attention  had  been  for  years  applied  to  a 
particular  subject,  would  be  able  to  give  opinions 
winch  might  enlighten  the  House  in  forming  its 
decisions  on  that  subject. 

The  question  was  then  taken  oa  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Lownues,  and  agreedto. 


Mr.  Floyu  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution 
by  striking  out  the  words  which  require  the  Secre* 
tary  to  state  the  actual  balance  "  in  the  hands  of 
the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  Navy  Department 
and  the  War  Department,"  inasmucn  as  these  bal- 
ances, having  been  drawn  from  the  Treasury  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  as  agent  for 
the  other  departments,  were  now  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  Secretary,  &c. 

Mr.  Strotbeb  opposed  the  motion,  and  spoke 
to  obviate  the  objections  to  it. 

The  motion  was  lost ;  and  after  some  objections 
by  Mr.  Cobb,  to  the  second  resolution,  which  were 
answered  by  Messrs.  Lownbes  and  Foot,  the 
three  first  resolutions  were  successively  agreed  to 
without  a  division. 

The  question  being  put  on  agreeing  to  the  4th 
resolution,  requiring  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 
sury  to  report  the  price  of  the  public  stocl^  with 
his  opinion  "  whetner  it  would  not  be  advisaUe  to 
apply  the  surplus  of  the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  aa^ 
nual  expenses  of  the  Government,  rather  than  re- 
sort to  loans  and  taxes" — 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  protested  against  the 
passage  of  this  resoiution.  It  was  proper  to  keep 
the  different  branches  of  Government  as  separate 
and  distinct  as  the  Constitution  had  made  th«m. 
However  great  the  harmony  which  exisfted  be- 
tween the  various  branches,  and  however  great 
the  talents  of  any  individual  called  to  fill  a  parti- 
cular department,  was  it  right,  Mr.  J.  inquired,  to 
ask  of  an  officer  of  a  department  his  opinion  1  He 
entertained  the  highest  respect  for  the  talent*  and 
the  integrity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  but, 
notwithstanding  this,  when  he  looked  at  this  body, 
the  representatives  of  ten  millions  of  people,  called 
on  to  decide  questions  of  policy,  he  could  not  afree 
it  was  necessary  to  ask  for  the  opinion  of  an  Ex- 
ecutive officer  to  direct  their  steps.  The  House 
was  bound  to  peribrm  ctf  tain  duties,  and  it  wa^ 
proper  to  call  tor  facts  if  they  were  reouisite ;  and, 
if  with  these  they  could  not  act  wisely,  let  them 
bear  the  resp<msibility.  Mr.  J.  repeated  that  he 
wished  every  department  of  the  Govennnent  to 
keep  within  the  orbit  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion. He  was  giad  to  find  that  tne  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  had,  in  making  his  annual  report, 
observed  a  becoming  conduct  in  speaking  to  Con- 
gress 'y  thou^  he  had  spoken  freely  and  fidly  of 
facts  and  circumstances,  he  had  abstained  from 
giving  an  opinion  where  it  was  not  necessary ;  thk 
was  me  case  in  the  part  which  related  to  the  do- 
mestic manufactures,  which  Mr.  J.  read  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  had  avoided  intimating  an 
opinion. 

In  reference  to  taxes,  Mr.  J.  adverted  to  the  Mes- 
sage of  the  President  recommending  their  repeal, 
and  pledging  himself  that,  whenever  it  should  be- 
come necessary  again  to  resort  to  a  system  of  in- 
ternal taxes,  he  would  recommend  it  to  Conmss. 
Mr.  J.  was  sorry  the  repeal  of  the  taxea  had  oeen 
recommended  by  the  President,  because  it  was  ua- 
neeessary ;  it  was  reposed  in  this  House  to  jtidae 
when  taxes  were  necessary,  and  when  they  migBt 
be  repealed;  and  he  wished  the  opinion  or  no  B&- 
ecutive  officer  as  to  the  policy  of  measofes  coa- 
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fided  to  this  House  by  the  public  will.  Mr.  J. 
concluded  by  some  remarks  on  a  part  of  Mr. 
Smith's  observations  on  the  surplus  of  the  Sink- 
ing Fund,  which  Mr.  S.  had  argued  supplied  the 
deficiencies  of  the  revenue,  and  left  no  excuse  for 
opposing  just  measures  because  of  the  want  of 
money.  Mr.  J.  said  he  would  never  be  deterred 
from  voting  for  a  just  measure,  or  from  paying  a 
just  debt,  by  the  poverty  of  the  Treasury.  In  a 
just  cause,  or  in  the  support  of  a  just  policy,  the 
people  would  pay  taxes  willingly.  His  constitu- 
ents had  borne  a  most  oppressive  tax  on  one  side 
of  their  principal  products  during  the  la.st  war,  but 
they  knew  it  was  to  support  the  nation  in  a  resort 
to  which  it  was  driven  by  its  deadly  enemy,  and 
they  did  not  murmur. 

Mr.  Strother  observed,  in  reply,  that  he  was  as 
much  attached  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  House  and 
its  true  dignity,  as  any  one  ;  but  he  did  not  think 
it  derogatory  to  the  self-respect  of  the  House  to 
ask  for  information,  or  such  lights  as  could  be 
afforded  bv  one  of  the  public  agents.  Mr.  S.  was 
indissolubiy  connected  with  that  system  of  politics 
which  looked  to  this  House  for  the  sovereign  power. 
As  to  the  question  of  laying  taxes,  that  question 
was  not  before  the  House,  and  sufficient  for  the 
day  was  the  evil  thereof.  Whenever  the  time 
came  when  it  should  be  necessary,  neither  he  nor 
his  colleague  would  shrink  from  it.  Mr.  S.  con- 
tinued at  some  length  to  dwell  on  the  importance 
of  the  information  called  for,  and  to  maintain  the 
propriety  of  calling  on  the  Secretary,  as  one  of  the 
servants  of  the  public,  to  impart  such  light  to  the 
subject  as  his  long  experience  and  his  talents  so 
well  and  so  peculiarly  qualified  him  to  afford. 

Mr.  Hill  remarked  that  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed contemplated  two  objects  of  inquiry.  The  first, 
to  direct  tne  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report 
to  this  House,  the  present  price  of  stocfcs.  What 
place,  Mr.  H.  asked,  was  the  Secretary  to  make 
the  standard  of  his  inquiry  ?  should  it  be  Boston, 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  or  Charles- 
ton ?  For  the  price  varies  in  different  cities  at  the 
same  time.  All  that  the  House  had  to  do  was,  to 
cast  their  eyes  over  the  papers  printed  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  they  had  the  infor- 
mation wanted.  The  second  object  of  the  resolu- 
tion was,  to  direct  the  Secretary  to  report  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  to  apply  the  surplus  of 
the  Sinking  Fund  to  the  annual  expenses  of  the 
Government,  rather  than  resort  to  loans  or  taxes  ? 
Would  the  Representatives  of  ten  millions  of  peo- 
ple ask  a  single  officer  of  the  Government,  however 
respectable,  whether  they  had  better  pass  an  appro- 
priation law  or  not?  Were  not  the  immediate 
Hepresenta'tives  to  be  supposed  the  best  judges  of 
the  temper,  disposition,  and  ability,  of  the  whole 
people  when  and  how  to  pay  taxes  ?  He  rather 
thought  the  House  had  better  ask  the  Secretary, 
whemer  or  not  it  had  better  adjourn. 

Mr.  Cobb  spoke  at  considerable  length  in  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  re- 
specting the  Sinking  Fund,  &c.  As  to  the  reso- 
lution, Mr.  C.  observed  that  the  Secretary  had 
already  in  his  report  given  all  the  information  in 
his  power,  and  a  very  explicit  opinion  against  ap- 


plying the  unemployed  Sinking  Fund  to  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Grovernment.  He  had  stated  his 
reasons  for  considering  it  inexpedient,  and  Mr.  C. 
read  the  passage  of  the  report  to  which  he  referred. 
Mr.  C.  deprecated  any  interruption  or  delay  in  the 
discharge  of  the  public  debt.  He  hoped  it  would 
not  be  retarded,  and,  so  far  from  wishing  to  see 
the  fund  diverted  from  that  object,  he  would  rather, 
if  possible,  increase  the  fund,  and  accelerate  the 
payment  of  the  debt.  But  the  discussion  was  pre- 
mature, inasmuch  as  they  had  not  yet  the  report  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fujid,  dbc. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  some  additional  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Strother,  and  to  enforce  and  sustain 
the  opinions  he  had  previously  advanced ;  protest- 
ing against  appealing  to  any  branch  or  department 
of  the  Government,  either  Executive  or  Judicml, 
to  expound  the  policy  of  the  House  or  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Constitution ;  and  against  setting  a 
Precedent  which  (as  precedents  were  often  ni^ed 
ere)  would  lead  to  an  erroneous  and  pernicious 
practice,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  concurred  in  opinion 
fully  with  Mr.  Johnson,  and  had  years  ago  opposed 
the  same  course,  when  it  would  be  attempted  to 
get  measures  through  by  the  weight  of  Knecutire 
opinion  which  might  not  otherwise  hare  prevaiied- 
He  never  wanted  from  the  Executive  omces  any- 
thing but  facts — with  these,  the  House  could  judge 
for  itself  of  the  policy  of  any  measure.  By  recom- 
mending the  application  ot  the  Sinking  Fund  to 
the  exigencies  ol  the  Government,  Mr.  S.  said  he 
did  no  moral  wrong  to  any  one — the  stock  was 
not  yet  redeemable,  and  as  its  high  price  prerented 
its  purchase  bv  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  it  was  better  to  use  the  money  than  suffer  it 
to  lie  idle  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and 
borrow  money  for  present  purposes.  It  was  time 
enough  to  borrow  when  the  nation  was  destitute. 
But  was  it  proper — ^would  any  man  in  his  own 
affairs  so  act — to  borrow  while  he  has  money  un- 
employed ?  &c. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
resolution,  and  negatived,  without  a  division  :  and 
the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  January  18. 

A  new  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Wil- 
liam S.  Archer,  elected  to  supply  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  James  Pleasants, 
jr.,  appeared,  produced  his  credentials,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat. 

Mr .  Wo  o  D  B  R I  DOE  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  many  violations  on  the  part  of  the 
British  authorities  of  the  terms  of  capitulatka 
upon  the  surrender  of  Detroit,  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain,  in  the  wanton  destruction  of  their 
property,  and  the  abuse  of  their  persons,  and  pray- 
mg  compensation  for  their  property  so  destroyed, 
and  some  indemnification  lor  their  personal  suf- 
ferings and  privations Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Sbboeant  presented  a  petition  of  aoadry 
merchants  and  tmderwriters  or  the  city  of  Phila- 
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delphia,  praying  that  three  additional  piers  may 
be  constructed  at  Marcus  Hook,  in  the  river  Dela- 
ware, for  the  security  and  protection  of  ships  and 
Tessels  trading  to  and  fVom  the  said  city ;  which 
petition  was  merred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce. 

The  Spiakbr  laid  before  the  House  a  schedule 
of  fees  proper  to  be  allowed  and  taxed  for  the  offi- 
cers of  the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Vermont,  prepared  and  transmitted 
by  the  judge  of  that  district,  in  pursuance  of  the 
resolution  of  this  House  of  the  22d  of  February, 
1819 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  Martha  Flood,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  the  said  Martha  Flood ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WfLLiAMs,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  whom  was  recommitted 
the  bill  from  the  Senate  entitled  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Matthew  Barrow,"  again  reported  the 
same  without  amendment;  and  it  was •  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the 
petition  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
praying  that  some  provision  may  be  made  for 
those  persons  who  resided  on  the  frontiers  of  that 
State  between  the  years  1790  and  1795;  which 
was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  exi)ediency  of  establishing  an  additional 
land  office  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

FOURTH  CENSUS. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  bill  providing  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States. 

The  amendments  made  to  the  bill  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  a»  reported  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  6th  instant,  were  successively  concurred 
in.  In  the  course  of  their  consideration  some  dis- 
enasion  arose,  as  well  on  these  as  on  additional 
amendments  which  were  proposed. 

That  amendment  being  under  consideration 
which  provides  for  the  enumeration  of  the  manu- 
£ictimng  establishments,  ^.,  a  compensation  of 
twenty  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  other  com- 
peasatton  allowed  by  the  act — 

Mr.  Slooumb  questioned  the  propriety  of  the 
allowance.  He  thought  the  expense  ffreater  than 
was  necessary,  and  me  nation,  said  Mr.  S.,  will 
not  believe  we  are  in  earnest  when  we  speak  of 
retrenchment,  while  we  go  on  to  vote  the  public 
money  in  this  way.  He  did  not  think  the  infor- 
mation sufficiently  valuaUe  to  justify  the  expense. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  allowing  twenty  per  cent,  so  as  to 
provide  that  it  should  not  exceed  that  amount,  and 
"  to  be  apportioned  in  prqx^tion  to  the  services 


rendered,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
State." 

This  amendment  being  agreed  to — 

Mr.  McCoy  moved  to  amend  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  twenty^  and  inserting  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  thought  this  amount 
entirely  inadequate  to  the  service  required.  The 
whole  amount  of  compensation,  for  this  service  at 
the  last  census,  was  $69,000,  and  if  this  motion 
prevailed,  it  would  reduce  the  amount  to  be  divi- 
ded amonffst  the  marshals,  to  $20,000.  This  would 
be  too  little — in  fact,  not  enough  to  pay  the  assist- 
ants which  must  necessarily  be  employed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  concurred  in  the 
opinion  that  this  would  not  be  an  adequate  com- 
pensation, and  hoped  the  amendment  would  not 
prevail. 

Mr.  McCoy  deemed  ten  per  cent,  an  ample 
compensation  for  the  service  required,  though  the 
service  itself  would  be  of  little  value  to  the  public. 
At  the  last  census  the  marshals  were  required  to 
enter  every  family,  and  take  an  account  of  its 
manufactures,  but  what  benefit  was  it  to  the  na- 
tion ?  For  merely  rendering  an  account  of  the 
manufacturing  establishments,  ten  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  pay  allowed  for  taking  the  cen- 
sus, &c..  would  be  enough. 

Mr.  Mercer  was  in  favor  of  giving  a  still  greater 
extent  to  the  subjects  required  to  m  enumerated 
and  returned  by  the  marshals,  so  as  to  embrace  all 
the  objects  to  which  the  legislation  of  the  country 
could  extend.  It  was  proper  that  the  Legislature 
should  be  in  possession  of  statistical  information 
on  all  the  objects  which  legislation  could  cover, 
so  as  to  yield  their  full  benefit  to  the  public  coun- 
cils. So  far  from  considering  the  bill  to  embrace 
too  much,  Mr.  M.  was  sorry  that  the  scope  of  in- 
quiry proposed  was  so  narrow.  He  would  em- 
brace all  the  professions,  as  he  would  require 
returns  of  the  affricultural  condition  of  the  coun- 
try— how  much  land  was  in  cultivation,  how  much 
arable,  how  much  pasture,  how  much  in  corn^  in 
rice,  6lc,  No  nation  had  such  means  of  acquiring 
all  this  information  as  was  afforded  to  ours,  by  the 
periodical  census  required  to  be  taken.  Nor  was 
the  labor  difficult  During  the  last  war,  the  taxes 
extended  to  subjects  almost  without  example  in 
any  nation — from  the  family  picture  which  hung 
on  the  wall  to  remind  us  of  our  ancestors,  to  the 
chair  on  which  we  sat ;  the  furniture  tax  in  Vir- 
ginia produced  a  net  revenue  of  ^40,000,  but  the 
expense  of  obtaining  the  information  necessary  to 
enable  them  to  levy  these  and  other  taxes  amounted 
to  a  trifle,  comnared  with  the  sum  produced,  Ac. 
In  almost  all  legislation  for  a  country,  the  best 
guides  were  tables  of  statistics,  giving  me  various 
details  to  which  he  had  in  part  referred.  To  in- 
sure proper  returns,  such  as  would  not  mislead 
instead  of  enlightening,  it  was  nec^sary  to  allow 
a  fair  and  just  compensation.  He  wished  to  insure 
the  faithful  performance  of  this  important  duty, 
and  avoid  such  abuses,  such  gross  inaccuracies,  as 
he  had  observed  formerly  in  some  of  the  returns 
from  Virginia,  instances  of  which  Mr.  M.  stated. 
Economy  was  urged  a^inst  a  liberal  compensa- 
tion, but,  Mr.  M.  remarked,  that  money  w^  spent 
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was  always  spent  according  to  the  soundest  prin- 
ciples of  prudence  and  economy^^-^conomy  did 
not  consist  in  the  mere  saving  of  money — thu  was 
often  the  very  reverse  of  a  just  economy. 

Mr.  LivERMoas,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  in 
favor  of  the  amendment,  and  instead  of  giving  ten 
per  cent.,  he  would  be  willing  to  refuse  any  extra 
compensation  at  all  for  this  service.  In  New 
Hampshire  the  officers  could  make  twenty  dollars 
a  day  by  taking  the  census,  and  the  returns  of 
manufacturing  establishments  would  be  generally 
made  out  in  the  evening,  when  they  were  doing 
nothing  else.  By  attending  on  a  market  day,  he 
observed,  the  agents  could,  in  some  cases,  enter 
three  thousandpersons  in  a  day  i  the  pay  for  which 
would  be  a  sumcient  compensation  lor  all  the  ser- 
vices required  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  observed  that 
whatever  might  be  the  case'in  the  Northern  States, 
it  was  very  diffisrent  in  the  Southern.  In  the  lat- 
ter, a  marshal  could  often  not  take  down  one  hun- 
dred inhabitants  in  a  day.  The  assistant  would 
have  often  to  ride  thirty  or  forty  miles  a  day,  to 
provide  and  support  his  horse,  dbc.  For  thb,  and 
the  duties  required  by  the  biU,  which  Mr.  S.  stated 
in  detail,  the  proposed  allowance  of  twenty  per 
cent,  would  be  oy  no  means  too  much. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  McCoy's  motion, 
and  nmitived. 

Mr.  MsBCER  then^  in  conformity  with  the  views 
which  he  had  submitted  on  the  motion  just  deci- 
ded, moved  so  to  amend  the  bill  that  there  should 
take  pli^ce  a  distinct  enumeration  and  return  of 
the  [>ersosis  eq^a^  in  the  professions  of  '^  law, 
pihysie,  and  divinity ;"  which  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  40. 

Mr.  M.  then  moved  to  am^d  the  bill  by  addinjg^ 
a  clause  requiring  the  assistants  to  include  in  their 
returns  "  such  statistical  details  of  the  ag[riculture 
of  the  said  districts,  territories,  and  divisions,  as 
shall  ascertain  the  quantity  of  arable  and  inaraUe 
land  in  ea6h;  of  the  arable  land,  the  quantity 
cleared  and  in  cultivation ;  and  ot  the  latter,  the 
number  of  acres  in  each  species  of  culture,  with 
the  average  annual  product  per  acre." 

Among  other  reasons  for  this  amendment,  Mr. 
M.  remarked,  that  by  imposing  this  duty  on  the 
agents,  a  greater  correctness  was  insured  to  the 
returns  of  the  other  subjects,  as  the  i^ents  would 
be  oompelled  to  go  about  and  make  an  actual  and 
partii^r  inquiry,  instead  of  taking  their  informa- 
tion on  the  word  of  neighbors,  d^  The  addi- 
tional information  required  would  not  in  each 
case  consume  more  than  four  or  five  minutes,  and 
it  would  go  far  towards  that  fullness  and  porfee- 
tioit  in  the  statistical  information  of  the  country 
which  he  so  much  desired  to  see  complete. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion,  without 
further  debate,  and  also  decided  in  the  n^piitive. 

Mr.  Storrs  made  an  unsuccessful  motion  to 
insert  a  provision  to  require  the  assistants  to  re- 
turn the  numW  of  "dwelling-houses." 

Mr.  Bloomfielo  moved  to  amend  the  schedule 
in  the  bill  so  as  to  make  the  returns  embmce  the 
number  of  free  white  males  between  the  ages  (^ 
IB  and  26,  instead  of  between  16  and  26,  so  as  to 


exhibit  the  number  liable  to  be  enrolkd,  and  to 
show  how  far  the  militia  returns  of  the  States 
w&e  correct,  dec 

Some  objection  beine  made  to  this  amendmeBt 
in  its  present  shape,  by  Messrs.  Campbell  aad 
WHiTMAN,the  motion  was  modified  by  Mr.BiiOOM- 
nELo  so  as  to  provide  a  separate  and  addkional 
column  in  the  schedule,  for  the  enumeration  of 
"  free  white  males  from  16  to  18  inclusire  f^  and 
thus  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

An  amendment  was  ad<MHed,  on  motion  of  Blr. 
Sampbon,  in  the  clause  directing  the  retmn  ci 
manufactures,  to  except  expressly  '^usehold  man- 
ufactures." 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engiosMd  for 
a  third  reading. 


Wednesday,  January  19. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  aa  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  aQowine  Archibald 
Frew,  a  collector  of  the  revenue  in  North  Caro- 
lina, a  commission  on  nineteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars,  collected  by  him  on  a  warrant  issued 
by  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  made  a  report 
unfavorable  thereto ;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  reported  a  bill  supplem^tary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana  and  Territory  of  Missomi ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed. 

Mr.  Andebsom,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 
of  thirteen  sections  of  land,  lying  within  the  land 
district  of  Canton,  in  the  State  of  Ohio ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Mat- 
thew Barrow  was  taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  aad 
passed  by  yeas  and  nays — 110  to  27. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  Committee  on  Manu- 
factures, reported  a  bill  regulating  the  Mjmeat  of 
duties  on  merchandise  imported,  and  mr  other 
purposes;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commitied 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-monow. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  from  the  same  committee,  alao 
reported  a  bill  laying  duties  ob  sales  of  metckaa- 
dise  at  auction ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Conmiittee  of  the  Whole  to  which 
is  committed  the  bill  last  reported. 

The  Spbakbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  tnmsmitaBg  a  lepoit 
of  the  Quartermaster  General,  respeeting  the  tenat 
of  the  c<mtract  for  the  timnsportation  of  the  tpoops 
ordered  up  the  Missouri  river,  rendered  in  oheu- 
enott  to  the  resolution  of  the  10th  instant;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  (m  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  relative  to 
the  harbor  of  Presque  Isle,  on  Lake  Erie^  in  the 
State  of  PeBnsylva&ia,  rendoed  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of^  this  House  of  the  26th  of  Feh- 
ruary  last;  which  was  read,  and  refened  to  the 
Ccmunittee  on  Roads  uid  Canals. 
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THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 

I  Mr.  CuTHBERT,  of  Georgia,  submitted  the  fol- 

lowing resolution  for  consideration : 

I  **Reeohed^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Slave  Trade 

be  iRstracted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 

I       li«hing  a  regictrj  of  slavet ,  more  efiectuallj  to  prevent 

I       the  imporUtion  of  slaTes  into  the  United  States  or  the 

I       territories  thereof." 

Mr.  C.  obserred,  that  it  was  known  we  had  an 
existing  law  on  this  subject ;  the  execution  of  this 
law  depended  principally  on  the  national  vessels, 
but,  from  the  great  extent  of  the  coast  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  slave  ships  might  frequently  elude  the 
vigilance  of  the  public  vessels,  and  throw  their 
cargoes  amongst  our  black  population,  and  thus 
escaping  the  {possibility  of  being  discovered,  the 
law  might  be  violated  with  impunity.  By  a  register 
of  the  slaves  of  the  country,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, it  apneared  to  him,  Mr.  C.  said,  that  it  would 
be  practicaUe,  more  efiectually  to  enforce  the  acts 
prohibituig  the  slave  trade,  and  preserve  the  char- 
acter of  the  country  from  reproach. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  xnow  of  the  gentleman 
who  offered  this  resolution^  whether  the  object 
was,  that  the  proprietors  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States  should  be  obliged  to  furnish  to  this  Govern- 
ment or  any  officer  thereof,  a  register  of  their  ^aves, 
and  to  repeat  this  register  annually,  or  at  other 
periods — thus  keeping  this  property  under  the  su- 
penrbion  of  the  Government  ? 

Mr.  Cdthbbrt  observed,  in  reply,  that  the  Con- 
stitution had  authorized  Congress  to  prevent  the 
importation  of  slaves :  and,  having  given  this  au- 
thority, they  had  the  power  to  use  the  means  ne- 
cessary to  execute  that  authority.  If  the  law  al- 
ready enacted,  depending  chiefly  on  the  national 
vessels  for  its  execution,  appeared  insufficient,  it 
was  proper  to  inquire  what  other  measures  were 
necessary  to  eflect  the  object  It  had  occurred  to 
him  that  if  an  office  were  established  to  register 
and  identify  the  slaves  belonging  to  the  country, 
th«  GknrenimeBt  would  be  able  better  to  execute 
the  pnvisioiis  of  the  law.  The  Government,  Mr. 
C.  sMdf  had  a  right  to  tax  this  property,  and  for 
this  purpose,  an  account  and  return  of  them  was 
ncccMHury;  nor  would  there  be  any  difficulty  in 
furnishing  such  a  description  as  would  sufficiently 
identify  them.  Such  a  d^oription  and  registry 
w[eve  made  to  identify  soldiers,  when  enlisted  in 
the  senriee,  ajid  no  difficulty  was  found  in  it. 
This,  however,  was  a  proposition  for  inquiry 
memff  and  if  it  were  not  manifestly  foolish  or 
mifehifirons,  it  ought  to  be  granted.  In  this  stage 
of  tha  business,  he  did  not  conceive  it  pioper  to 
eottt  further  into  the  subject. 

Mr.  lUnnoLPH  had  not  the  slightest  disposition 
to  impute  to  the  mover  of  the  resdution  any  object 
either  ibolish  or  mischievous—^  woilld  be  the  last 
maB  to  do  so.  Mr.  R.  said  he  trusted  that  his  zeal 
for  thesimnression  of  this  detestable  traffic  was  not 
surpassed  by  that  of  any  man  in  the  nation*  It 
was  true  the  United  States  possessed  the  power  of 
putting  an  end  to  the  slave  trade ;  but  he  could 
not  fo  with  Mr.  Cuthbebt,  quite  so  far  as  to 
admit  that  the  United  States  were  completely  at 
liberty  to  sdect  their  means*    He  was  the  last  man  i 


willing  to  stifle  inquiry ;  he  had  never  refused  an 
inquiry,  when  asked  for  j  but,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  this  may  be,  in  another 
shape,  a  question  which  had  unfortunately  too 
often  agitated,  and  might  again  agitate,  this  body — 
he  meant  the  definitiveness  of  the  powers  of  this 
Government.  He  denied  that  the  Ck)vernment 
had  power  to  do  that,  under  the  plea  of  means, 
which  it  could  not  under  that  of  ends.  It  was  by 
this  hocus  pocus,  this  legerdemain,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment found  itself  enabled  to  create  a  great  bank, 
the  happy  consequences  of  tvhich  we  were  now 
reaping.  Where  was  the  use,  he  asked,  of  any 
limitation  at  all  ?  for,  when  we  want  to  do  any 
thing,  we  have  only  to  call  it  means  necessary  for 
authorized  purposes.  The  English  of  this,  said 
Mr.  R.,  is,  that  we  may  help  ourselves  to  as  much 
power  as  we  please.  Against  thi»  doctrine  and 
this  practice,  he  protested ;  this  was  a  Government 
of  limited  powers.  It  was  true,  this  description  of 
propernr  mifi'ht  be  taxed,  but  in  what  quality  was 
it  taxed  ?  As  a  species  of  property  convenient  to 
have  a  tax  imposed  on  it  when  a  direct  tax  was 
assessed  in  the  United  States— it  was  not  an  exclu- 
sive tax  upon  this  property^  and  the  Government 
had  no  right  to  tax  it  exclusively.  Under  his  pres- 
ent impressions,  Mr.  R.  said,  he  could  not  go  fur- 
ther than  to  consent  to  the  inquiry  bein^  made ; 
and  he  did  some  violence  to  his  feelings  in  ffoing 
so  far.  In  exterminating  the  slave  trade,  M5.  R. 
said,  he  would  join  heart  and  hand  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Georgia,  so  long  as  they  conmied 
themselves  to  the  means  which  the  Constitution 
gave  them ;  he  would  ioin  him,  if  he  chose,  in 
carrying  the  war  into  the  enemy's  country,  even 
into  Africa,  and  endeavor  to  put  it  down  there,  so 
they  did  not  90  beyond  the  definite  landnoarks  df 
the  Constitution.  In  any  thing  he  said,  Mr.  R. 
disclaimed  any  inteation  to  iinpugn  the  motives  or 
views  of  the  gentleman  from  Goorgia— 4ie  was  too 
well  acquainted  with  that  ^ntleman's  character, 
and  his  principles,  to  permit  himself  to  question 
them. 

Mr.  C  DTH  BBBT  rose  to  say  that  he  saw  no  danger 
in  a  resolution  of  this  kind ;  it  proposed  no  step  to 
the  House,  but  merely  an  inquiry  into  the  expe- 
diency of  a  certain  oliject.  The  simple  preliminary 
inquiry  was,  had  the  House  a  ri^ht  to  legislate  on 
this  si^ectj  and  were  the  existing  laws  deficient. 
The  inemciencv  of  the  laws  was  manifest,  and  it 
was  prqsosed  tnat  a  committee  inquire  whether 
they  can  offer  a  reaaedy  sanctioned  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  country,  which  the  unhamiy  con- 
ditioA  of  the  victims  of  the  practice  referred  to 
called  for.  He  could  not  enter  into  the  details  of 
the  subject  to  inquire  whether  the  Constitution 
would  l>e  violated ;  it  was  sufficient  that  the  Con- 
stitution authorized  the  House  to  legislate  on  it,  dbc. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to  without  further 
opposition. 

L088E8  IN  THE  8EMIN0LE  WAR. 

The  House  then  agreed,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
JoNBSt  of  Tennessee^  by  a  vote  of  63  to  67^  to  re- 
sume the  consideration  of  the  bill  providing  for 
the  payment  of  horses  and  other  property  lost, 
captured^  and  destroyed  in  the  Seminde  war. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


m 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


928 


H.  OF  R. 


ProeeMnffe, 


Jandabt,  1620. 


Ad  animated  discussion  again  took  place  on  the 
merits  of  this  bill,  and  on  rarious  propositions  to 
change  or  amend  its  provisions.  Some  of  ,the 
most  prominent  motions  only  are  noticed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  made  an  unsuccessful 
motion  to  recommit  tne  bill  with  the  view  of  in- 
troducing certain  amendments. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  the  following  substitute: 

**  That  when  any  hoiBe,  mole,  wagon,  cart,  harneaa, 
or  other  property  of  any  inhabitant  or  inhabitantt  of 
the  United  Statea,  has  been  impreaaed  or  taken  by 
public  authority,  for  the  use  of  the  United  Statea,  or 
for  the  use  or  subeiatence  of  the  army  thereof,  during 
the  late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians,  and  the  same 
diall  have  been  loat,  destroyed,  or  consumed,  the 
owner  of  such  property  shall  be  paid  the  value  thereof. 

**  Sac.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  per- 
son who,  in  the  late  war  aforesaid,  baa  sustained 
damage  by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  any  horae,  mule, 
wagon,  cart,  or  harness,  while  such  property  waa  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  either  by  im- 
preaament  or  contract  by  or  under  the  authority  of  the 
aame,  except  in  caaea  where  the  riak  to  which  the  pro- 
perty would  be  exposed  waa  agreed  to  be  incurred  by 
the  owner,  if  it  shall  appear  that  auch  loss  or  destruc- 
tion was  without  any  &ult  or  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  owner,  or  who  has  sustained  damage  by  the  loss 
of  a  wagon,  or  harneas,  in  consequence  of  the  impress- 
ment of  the  horses  belonging  thereto,  by  public  au- 
thority, for  the  use  of  the  army,  shall  be  allowed  and 
paid  the  value  thereof. 

«<8kc.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partinent  to  decide  upon  all  cases  arising  under  this 
act,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  for  the  War  Department;  and 
a  certificate  of  his  decision  and  adjudication  in  favor 
•f  any  claim»  duly  signed  by  the  said  Auditor,  aball 
entitle  the  claimant  or  his  legal  representative  to  pay« 
ment  of  the  amount  thereof,  at  the  Treaaury  of  the 
United  States.*' 

Mr.  C.  earnestly  supported  this  amendment,  and 
it  gate  rise  to  much  discussion,  but  vns  finally 
rejected. 

Mr.  McCoT  next  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  a  proviso,  "  that,  in  the  settlement  of  ac- 
'  counts  for  horses  lost  in  said  war  hj  the  mounted 
'  volunteers,  the  sum  paid  to  each  individual  for  the 
<  use  and  risk  of  his  horse  shall  be  deducted  from 
^  the  value  of  the  horse;"  which  amendment,  after 
some  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Cannon  and  Jones 
opposed  it,  viras  agreed  to. 

Messrs.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  Cobb,  Cannon, 
Storrb,  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  Barbour,  Pin- 
DALL,  McCoy,  Walker,  of  Norm  Carolina,  Mer- 
ger and  Foot,  took  part  in  the  discussion,  which 
continued  till  near  4  o'clock-— of  whom  Messrs. 
Barbour,  Cannon,  and  Jones,  were  friendly  to 
the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Pinoall,  McCoy,  Storrb, 
Johnson^  of  Virginia,  Merger,  and  Foot,  op- 
posed to  It 

The  question  was  finally  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time,  and 
decided  in  the  negative:  For  engrossing  the  bill 
64,  against  it  90.    So  the  bill  was  rejected. 


Thurso  AY,  January  20. 
Mr.  Henoricks  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  on  the  west  branch  of  White  river,  in 
die  State  of  Indiana,  stating  that  a  certain  part 
of  said  branch  has  been  inclnded  in  the  fractional 
sections  of  land,  and  sold  to  individuals,  by  which 
the  free  navigation  of  the  same  has  become  ob- 
structed, and  praying  that  measures  may  be  taken 
to  preserve,  to  the  community  at  lar^  the  free 
navigation  of  the  said  branch. — ^Reterred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  PuUic  Lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strotber,  the  raemorial, 
calculations^  and  other  documents,  ffvhich  have 
been  heretofore  laid  before  this  House,  by  William 
Lambert,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a  first 
meridian  in  the  City  of  Washin^n,  were  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Charles  S.  Jones,  and  Richard  Buckn^  junior. 
administrators  of  William  Jones ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief  of  Martha  Flood. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Jo* 
diciary,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secrelaiy 
of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox  ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Coia- 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Afiairs,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  James 
Merrill,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
said  Merrill ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  comouV 
ted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  allowing  a  salary  to  the  marshal 
and  distnct  attorney  of  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  northern  district  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  ta  lie  on  the  taUe. 

Maoived,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Jodkiary  be 
instructed  to  inqnire  into  the  ezpedieney  of  regalataig 
by  law  the  election  and  retoins  for  Repreaentatme  is 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 

The  engrossed  bill  providing  for  taking  ^e 
fourth  c^sus.  or  enumeration  of  the  infaalAtaiits 
of  the  Unitea  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate* 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  McIntoA 
passed  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  (Mr. 
Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  in  the  Chair,)  on  ^ 
merits  of  which  a  good  deal  of  discHssioa  took 
p4ace;  and,  being  reported  to  the  House,  the  ques- 
tion for  engrossing  the  bill  for  a  third  reading  was 
nentived,  and  the  bill  of  course  rejected. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Hill  in  the  chair,)  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  unfavorable  to  the  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Purkill.  [Praying  that  he  may  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  dollars  for  hit 
negro  man  Archy,  who  died,  as  is  alleffed,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  disease  contracted  by 'working  in  Che 
mud  and  mire  at  New  Orleans,  under  the  order  of 
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Qenerml  Jackson,  who  had  impressed  him  into  the 
service  of  the  United  States,] 

This  report  was  opposed  warmly  by  Mr.  Mc- 
Lean, who  moved  to  reverse  it,  so  as  to  make  a 
decision  in  favor  of  the  petitioner;  and  the  report 
was  supported  by  Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  Mr.  Metcalf.  Mr.  McLean's  motion 
was  finally  negatived  ;  and 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  wa^ 
sabsequently  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
firom  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
lespectin^  the  balances  of  moneys  unexpended  on 
the  27th  of  December  last,  remaining  in  the  hands 
ci  the  Treasurer,  as  agent  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment :  prepafed  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  27th  Deconber  last ;  which  was 
OTdeied  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  ano- 
ther letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmittinga 
r^rt,  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of 
this  House,  of  the  20th  ultimo,  requiring  him  to 
state  whether^  in  pursuance  ef  Qie  act  of  the  18th 
of  March,  1818,  anv  pensions  have  been  granted, 
which,  for  reasons  he  will  state,  ought  not  to  have 
bean  granfed,  and  what  course  has  been  pursued 
in  relation  to  such  pensions,  or  those  to  whom 
they  may  have  been  granted,  and  the  number  and 
names  of  those  who  have  been  placed  upon  the 
jp^nsion  list  from  each  State  under  the  said  law ; 
and  also  the  regulations  adopted  by  the  War  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  the  examination  and  ad- 
mission of  claims  for  pensions  under  said  .act; 
which  letter  and  report  were  also  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  folbwing  Message  was  received  from  the 

pBEfllUENT  OF  THE  UNITBn  StATIS  : 

fb  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States  .- 
In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  requesting  me  **  to  lay  before  it,  at 
aa  early  a  day  as  may  be  convenient,  an  account  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  several  sums  appropriated  for 
building  fortifications,  from  t^e  year  1616  to  the  year 
1810,  inclusive ;  indicating  the  places  at  which  works 
of  defence  have  been  begun ;  the  magnitude  of  the 
works  contemplated  at  each  place ;  their  present  con- 
dltioD,  the  amount  already  expended ;  and  the  esti- 
mated amount  requisite  ^r  the  completion  of  each; 
alM>,  the  mode  by  which  the  fortiftcatlons  are  bailt-i- 

5r  eoQtrict,  or  otherwise :"  I  now  transmit  to  the 
ouse  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  lo  whom 
tkkf  said  resohition  was  referred,  wbieh,  with  the  doca- 
mente  acooropanving  it,  contains  all  the  information 
required.  JAMES  MONROE. 

WAaaivsTov,  January  19,  1820. 

The  Message  was  read,  and  laid  on  tha  table. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims  unia- 
Tciable  to  the  petition  of  Thomas  Camp,  who 
prays  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list,  under  the 
Revolutionary  pension  act  of  March,  1818,  from 
which  he  is  excluded  on  account  of  not  havinff 
been  on  the  ^  Continental  Establishment,"  though 
hm  had  served  several  years  in  the  Revolutionary 
WBfy  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
Boose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  JoHNSOit.  of  Virginia, 
who  staled  the  circimistances.  of  tnis  ease,  ana 
16th  Con.  1st  Se8s.»30 


wished  it  to  be  maturely  considered  and  decided, 
inasmuch  as  there  were  numerous  eases  of  a  simi- 
lar nature  in  the  country — of  men  strongly  enti- 
tled, by  their  services  in  the  Revolution,  to  the 
benefits  of  the  act,  but  who  are  excluded,  beeause 
they  come  not  within  the  law,  not  having  been  on 
what  is  technically  called  the  "  Continental  Es- 
tablishment." 

DISTRICT  OP  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  viz : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
so  amending  the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  as 
that  the  expenses  of  the  jurors  and  witaesses  attend- 
ing the  circuit  court,  in  all  cases  except  such  as  are 
cognizable  in  a  district  or  other  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  paid  by  the  respective  counties 
of  Alexandria  and  Washington. 

2^  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  be  directed  to  inquire  iato  the  expediency 
of  allowing  to  the  clerks  of  Uie  eireoit  court  the  sanw 
fees,  in  all  cases,  except  in  causes  of  admiralty  and 
maritime  jurisdiction,  as  were  allowed  to  the  clerks  of 
the  county  courts  within  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  before  the  cesaioB  of  the  said  District ;  and 
also  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  so  much  of  the 
laws  of  the  UnUed  States  as  give  a  daily  compensa- 
tion to  the  district  attorney,  clerks,  and  marshal,  for 
their  attendance  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
so  much  of  the  laws  ia  relation  to  the  fees  of  clerks 
and  marshals  of  the  several  judicial  districts  of  the 
United  Sutes,  of  the  clerk  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  marshal  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  when  attending  the  said  courts,  as  gives  to 
the  said  clerks  and  marshals  a  daily  compensation 
daring  the  session  of  the  said  courts. 

4.  Resolvedf  That  the  Committee  for  the  Dtstrici4>f 
Columbia  be  directed  to  iaqnire  into  the  expediency 
of  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peaoe 
in  all  personal  demands  for  debts  to  fifty  dollars,  ex- 
clusive of  costs,  allowing  an  sfpeal  from  the  daddons 
of  said  justices  to  the  circuit  court,  and  trial  by  jury. 

In  ofilaring  these  resohUtons  to  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  Mr.  Arcbbr  asked  leave  to  offer  a 
few  WOTds  of  explanation.  His  attention  had  been 
called  to  the  object  of  the  first  resolation  bv  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  maae  in 
eonformitv  with  a  resolution  adopted  some  days 
since  by  tne  House,  calling  for  information  aa  to 
the  sums  expended  for  holding  courts  within  the 
District  of  Columbia,  since  theass«nption  of  juris- 
diction by  Congress  over  it.  By  this  report,  it 
appeared  that  there  had  been  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 
sury, during  a  period  of  nineteen  years,  the  sum  of 
three  hundred  and  fifty  three  thousand  dollars: 
that,  durinff  the  last  six  years,  these  expenses  had 
been  annuiuly  increasing— a  greater  sum  being  paid 
last  year  thain  at  any  former  period.  The  r^K>rt 
stated  the  sum  paid  tor  the  year  1819,  to  be  thirty- 
three  thousand  dollars.  These  sums  were  applied 
to  the  payment  of  jurors  and  witnesses  attending 
the  oooru  on  criminal  prosecutiotts,  in  cases  where 
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the  United  States  failed  in  the  prosecution.  Before 
the  cession  of  the  District  of  Uolumbia  to  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  by  the  States  of  Maryland  and 
Virginia,  these  expenses,  Mr.  A.  said,  were  levied 
on  the  property  of  the  counties,  and  paid  out  of 
the  county  treasury.  No  part  of  them  was  ev«r 
defrayed  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  States ;  and  no 
reason  could  be  assigned  why  we  should  defray 
the  expenses  arising  from  the  administration  of 
justice  in  this  District,  that  would  not  equally  op- 
erate in  favor  of  the  same  policy  towards  the  most 
distant  county  in  the  United  States.  It  was  true, 
that,  as  far  as  regarded  suits  which  were  of  such 
a  character  as  would  be  cognizable  before  any 
district  or  other  circuit  court  of  the  United  States, 
it  would  be  proper  that  the  United  States  should 
bear  the  expenses  incidental  to  their  adjudication 
in  the  courts;  and  he  did  not  propose,  in  that 
respect,  by  the  resolution,  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween this  District  and  other  judicial  districts  of 
the  United  States. 

With  re^rd  to  the  second  resolution,  Mr.  A. 
said,  his  object  was  to  reduce  the  fees  of  the  clerks 
of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District.  He  had  been 
informed  (and  he  did  not  doubt  the  correctness  of 
his  information)  that  the  number  of  suits  instituted 
to  a  term  yaried  from  eight  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  in  the  circuit  court  for  Wash- 
ington county,  and  that  the  fees  were  extrava- 
gantly high,  being  the  same  by  law  as  those  in  the 
district  court  of  Nlaryland.  The  fees  in  that  court, 
by  the  act  of  1799,  were  to  be  the  same  as  in  the 
highest  court  of  Maryland ;  and^  after  being  taxed 
thus  high,  the  clerk  has  the  j)rivileffe,  by  an  act  of 
Confess,  of  adding  one-third  to  the  amount.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  said  Mr.  A.,  he  is  to  have  a 
compensation  for  his  attendance  on  the  courts  of 
five  dollars  per  day.  Mr.  A.  presumed  this  per 
diem  had  originally  been  allowed  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  the  number  of  suits  instituted  in  the 
courts  would  be  so  small  that  the  fees  would  not 
enable  the  courts  to  procure  clerks  of  capacity,  and 
therefore  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  cive  this 
allowance.  The  daily  compensation  allowed  to 
the  Marshal  and  Dbtrict  Attorney,  Mr.  A.  thought, 
rested  upon  no  better  grounds.  Their  fees  were 
considerable,  and  their  offices  profitable:  and  he 
did  not  hesitate  to  say,  that  the  office  or  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  of  Washington  county  was,  as  at 
present  organized,  one  of  the  most  lucrative  offi- 
ces in  the  United  States.  He  believed  that,  con- 
sidering the  amount  of  fees  as  authorized  by  law 
to  be  taxed,  the  administration  of  justice  in  this 
District  was  more  expensive  than  m  any  portion 
of  the  United  States. 

With  regard  to  the  third  resolution,  Mr.  A  ob- 
served, that  in  the  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  Connecticut,  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania,  the  officers  of  the  court 
named  in  the  resolution  received  no  daily  compen- 
sation. He  presumed  the  reason  for  this  variance 
in  our  laws  was,  that  in  these  States  it  was  sup- 
powd  that  the  business  of  the  court  would  furnish 
a  sufficient  compensation  for  the  officers,  without 
a  payment  of  any  sum  to  them  on  the  part  of  the 
Gorernmeat.    He  beUered  that  there  were  several 


other  States  in  the  Union  in  which  theae  compen- 
sations were  made  to  the  officers,  where  the  profiti 
of  office  would  justify  the  Government  in  with- 
holding the  payment  ol  them.  The  subject  at  least 
appeared  to  Imn  to  be  worthy  of  inquiry,  and  the 
more  particularly  so  at  the  present  period,  as  it  be- 
comes us  all  to  look  out  for  objects  of  wasteful  ex- 
penditure. 

The  last  resolution  had  been  proposed  with  the 
view  of  ridding  the  docket  of  the  circuit  court 
from  a  great  variety  of  small  debts,  which  could 
as  well  he  decided  by  justices  of  the  peace  as  bf 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District.  In  most  States  <u 
the  Union,  the  jurisdiction  of  justices  of  the  peace 
had  been  extended  beyond  twenty  dollars^  and  the 
consequences  had  been  found  very  beneficial  to  the 
people.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  Sutes 
nad  declared  that  the  right  of  trial  hy  jury  shouid 
be  preserved  in  nil  cases  above  twenty  doUanLand 
the  resolution  contemplated  the  preservation  of  that 
right  by  authorizing  appeals  to  the  circuit  court 
It  really  is,  said  Mr.  A.,  an  intoleraUe  meYance 
for  a  man  who  owes  twenty  or  thirty  doUars,  to  be 
dragged  into  a  court  of  justice  in  cases  where  no 
dispute  exists,  where  there  can  be  no  legal  defene^ 
and  compelled  to  pay  a  sum,  in  costs,  nearly  equaJ 
to  the  debt  he  owes. 

Mr.  Whitman  conceived  the  first  resolution  too 
indefinite  in  its  phraseology,  and  entered  into  some 
detailed  explanations  to  show  the  expediency  of 
instituting  an  inquiry  somewhat  different,  tho^igh 
with  the  same  object  substantially.  Mr.  W.  then, 
in  accordance  with  the  views  which  he  had  of- 
fered*, moved  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  Mr. 
Archer's  first  resolution : 

**  Resolved^  That  the  communicmtion  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  TreaaUry  of  the  ISth  instant,  coataininy  a 
statement  of  the  expenditures  in  relation  to  tiitf  judi- 
ciary of  the  District  of  Columbia,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  with  instrac- 
Uons  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  that 
all  such  expenditures,  other  than  for  the  salaries  of 
the  Judges  and  of  the  Attorney  and  Marshal,  be  paid 
and  disbursed  from  funds,  to  be  derived  from  the 
counties  in  which  the  expenditures  may  accme  re- 
spectively." 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  this  sobstitule, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved,  as  th«re 
seemed  some  conflict  of  opinion  on  a  part  of  ihse 
resolutions,  which  the  House  perhaps  did  not  mC 
present  fully  comprehend,  that  the  resolutions  be 
laid  on  the  table  and  be  printed;  which  motioa 
prevailed,  59  to  48,  and  they  were  laid  on  the 
table  accordingly. 

Mr.  Kent,  of  Maryland,  stated  that,  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuij 
respecting  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary  of  this 
District,  which  had  just  been  alluded  to  in  the  dis- 
cussion, it  would  appear  that  it  afibrded  onijr  the 
aggregate  view  of  all  the  expenses  of  the  judiciary, 
including  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  StateiL 
dbc.  He  wished  to  see  the  expenses  of  the  sevtnl 
courts  distinctly  stated,  that  no  misam>rehenaioa 
of  the  subject  might  exist;  and,  thereifore,  mored 
the  following  resolution;  which  was  read,  and 
agreed  to: 
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i  ''Bmohtd,  That  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 

[  ordered  to  re^n  to  thU  Houto  tbe  amount  of  fines, 
I  penalties,  and  ibrfoitures  imposedi  levied,  and  collected 
[  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  order  of  the  Circuit 

t  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  said  District,  in 

each  year,  from  the  year  1801  to  the  year  1819,  both 
I  inclusive — and  that  the  said  Secretary  also  state  what 

part  of  the  expenditure,  stated  in  his  report  to  this 
llouse,  made  at  the  present  session,  of  the  expenses  of 
the  judicial  system  of  the  said  District,  since  the 
assumption  of  jurisdiction  by  Congress,  have  been  in- 
curred on  account  of  tbe  District  Court  of  tbe  United 
States,  and  on  account  of  the  sitting  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  within  the  said  District." 


Friday,  January  21. 
Mr.  MoBBLET  presented  a  petition  of  James 
SimjMODT,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Tan- 

Sler,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Morocco,  by  James  Riley, 
is  attorney,  praying  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of 
four  thousand  dollars  a  year,  for  his  services  in  the 
capacity  aforesaid,  from  the  year  1797,  (the  time 
of  his  appointment,)  and  that  he  may  be  allowed 
house-rent  for  the  same  period ;  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  HARmN  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  instruct- 
ixifr  their  Senators  and  requesting  their  Kepresent- 
atives  in  Congress  to  use  their  efforts  to  procure 
the  passage  oi  a  law  to  admit  the  people  of  Mis- 
soun  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  whether  those 
people  will  sanction  slavery  by  their  constitution 
or  not  j"  which  resolution  was  committed  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  committed 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  Territory  of 
Missouri  to  form  a  constitution,  &c. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
hill  from  the  senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief 
of  Samuel  Ward,"  made  a  detailed  report  upon 
the  merits  of  ike  claim  of  the  said  Ward,  and  rec- 
ommending the  rejection  of  the  said  bilJ ;  which 
rqport  and  lull  were  committed  to  the  Committee 
ofthe  Whole,  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  enti^d  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the 
heirs  and  representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland, 
deceased."  • 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Paymaster  Greneral  on  the  petition  of  Polly 
Potter ;  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee OD  Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Ouroliiia,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn )  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
hk  the  negative — ^yeas  19,  nays  54. 

AnotlMT  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith, 
of  North  Carolina,  that  the  House  do  now  ad- 
joorn;  and  the  qoestion  being  taken  thereon,  it 
passed  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 


Saturday,  January  22. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the 


petition  of  Conrad  Wile  and  others,  reported  a  bill 
lor  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  representatives  of 
Isaac  Melchior,  deceased ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Martha  Flood. 

Mr.  S.,  from  tbe  same  committee,  also  reported 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  D.  Carter ;  whicn  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next. 
j      Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
I  Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
I  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authorizing 
payment  to  be  made  for  certain  muskets  impress^ 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,"  reported 
the  same  with  amendments ;  which  were  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday 
next. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  Message  from  the  President  of  the 
I  United  States,  communicated  to  this  House  on 
I  the  5th  of  February,  1819,  relating  to  applications 
j  from  the  British  Minister  in  behalf  of  certain 
■  British  subjects^  who  had  suffered  in  their  prop- 
erty by  proceed  m&;s  to  which  military  and  juuicial 
I  officers  of  the  United  States  were  parties,  were 
j  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  thereof; 
(  and  the  Message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
I  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

I      The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  com- 
i  mitted  the  bill  in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for 
1  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the  Treasury, 
j  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  were  discharged 
I  from  the  further  consideration  thereof;  and  it  was 
j  recommitted  tothe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
I      Mr.  Cook  submitted  the  following  resolution: 
Resolved  J  That  tbe  Committee  on  tbe  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  tbe  expediency  of  increaaiog 
the  salaries  of  the  judges  of  the  district  courts  of  In- 
diana and  Illinois. 

The  said  resolution  was  read ;  and,  on  the  ques- 
tion to  agree  to  the  same,  it  was  determined  in  the 
native. 

The  House  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot, 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  b^  him  yes- 
terday, to  instruct  the  Judiciary  Committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  passing  a  law  to  reg^ 
ulate  the  election  and  return  of  members  of  this 
House;  and  on  the  question  of  adopting  the  reso- 
lution, it  was  decided  in  the  negative* 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the  chair,^  on 
the  bill  making  appropriations  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiency in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made,  foe 
the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  Execu- 
tive ofl&ces ;  and  the  blanks  having  been  filled,  the 
bill  was  reported  to  the  House,  as  amended,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

The  next  order  of  the  day  was  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  State 
governments  and  for  the  admission  of  the  State 
mto  the  Union ;  which,  being  called,  Mr.  TirvLOE 
moved  its  pofitponement  to  Monday)  tbe  31st  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


»S6 


HISTORY  OF  CQNORIUBB. 


tst 


H.opR. 


JamM  J6b/n9om^-'*PfMk  Buildinff$, 


JAmmAWtf  IfiM. 


stant,  when  it  was  mored  that  the  House  adjourn, 
aad  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  January  24. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
PubUc  Lands,  reported  a  bill  concerning  certain 
clainiis  to  land  in  tl^e  State  of  Illinois ;  which  was 
read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Brush,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  rej)orted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
King ;  which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-mqrrow. 

Mr.  Rich  rose,  and  observed  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  conclusions  which  had  been  formed  and 
reportal  by  the  Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sions on  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  referred  to  them 
on  the  15th  of  December,  relative  to  the  pension 
law  of  March  16,  1818,  he  yet  hoped  that  further 
inquiry  might  produce  a  different  result,  and  that 
some  modification  might  yet  be  made  of  that  act 
which  would  adapt  its  operation  to  the  yiews  of 
its  framers,  &c.  He  therefore  moved  a  resolution, 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House,  to  whom 
had  been  committed  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions,  made  on  the  4th  in- 
stant, be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration 
thereof,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means ;  which  resolution  was 
agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
^at  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  viz:  An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  r^;K)rts  of  the  de- 
cisions of  the  Supreme  Court,"  approved  the  3d 
of  March,  1817 ;"  and  an  act  to  establish  a  dis- 
trict court  in  the  State  of  Alabama ;"  in  which 
bills  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The 
said  bills  were  severally  read  twice,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Cobb  submitted  the  following^  proposition 
of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  o?  the  United 
States ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table: 

Rea&h$d  by  the  Senate  and  House  ^  Ripre»tfUa^ 
twea  of  the  United  States  of  AmerioOf  in  Congreto 
a$$emhM,  iwo'thirdi  of  oath  Houses  eoncwrringf 
That  the  following  article  be  proposed  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  several  States,  as  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States ;  which,  when  rati- 
fied by  three-foartha  of  the  said  Legislatures,  shall  be 
valid,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said 
Constitution,  to  wit : 

<*  No  Senator  or  Representative  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he 
was  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  office  under  the  aa- 
thoritj  of  the  United  States.'' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Li  verm  orb,  the  Committee 
OB  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  were  instructed 
10  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  any  al- 
teration in  the  law  that  gives  the  right  of  franking 
to  Members  and  Delegates  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  was  requested  to  infonn  this  House 
what  loans  ^if  any}  have  bc^en  ttmde  since  the 
peace,  to  private  citisens,  of  powder,  lead,  and 


other  munitions  belonging  to  the  GoTenment,  by 
officers  of  any  department  of  the  samr  ornaTy; 
specifying  the  times,  terms,  object,  and  extent,  of 
such  loans ;  the  names  of  the  persons  hf  whom, 
and  to  whom,  made ;  the  different  times  of  repay- 
ment ;  and  also  the  amount  of  the  ultimate  loss 
(if  any)  likely  to  be  incurred  by  the  Government 
in  consequence  thereof. 

JAMES  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  Cocke  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration : 

Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  la 
report  to  this  House  what  iuma  of  money  have  been 
actually  paid  to  Colonel  James  Johnson,  in  virtoe  ef 
articlee  of  agreement  entered  into  on  tbe  3d  day  of 
December,  18 16,  and  also  report  what  sttm  is  now 
claimed  by  him  in  virtue  of  said  artielee  ef  agie—wrt  ; 
specifying  particalarly  the  several  items :  and  that  ha 
also  report  whether  public  notice  was  given  when  pc^ 
posals  would  be  received  ibr  a  contract  to  forniah 
transportation  to  the  troops  ordered  np  the  MiaMMiri 
river. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lajr  the  re- 
solution on  the  table,  as  there  was  an  arbitration 
pending  on  the  suhject  of  it,  which  it  miHit  not 
be  proper  for  the  House  to  interfere  with  by  any    , 
steps  on  its  part  at  present. 

Mr.  Cocke  opposed  the  motion,  and  advocated 
his  resolution  at  some  lengthy  on  the  ground  o€ 
the  unsatisfactory  nature  otthe  report  made  recent- 
ly on  the  subject  by  the  War  Department  in  reply 
to  an  inquiry  from  this  House. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  tahJe 
was  lost,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to  without 
a  division. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  engrossed  hill  making  appso^nalioBs  to 
supply  the  deficiency  in  the  approptiatieBs  hereCo- 
fore  made  for  the  completion  of  the  repairs  of  the 
wings  of  the  Capitol,  for  finishing  the  Pieaidail^ 
House,  and  the  erection  of  two  new  fixeemxrv 
offices,  was  read  a  third  time,  and  the  qnestioA 
stated  on  its  passage. 

A  debate  of  about  an  hour  ensued  cm  tUs  hill--* 
not  so  much  on  the  question  whether  it  ought  at 
ought  not  to  pass,  as  on  the  circumstances  which 
oafled  for  it. 

Mr.  JOHH0ON,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Raji ooLPa 
argued  against  the  practiee  of  transforing  and  of 
ezceedine  appropriations  ks  specific  objeota.  nai 
against  the  responsibility  assumed  bythePreaMlnit 
in  thH  case,  ot  borrowing  moaey  for  the  pmpose 
of  eoraptetmg  the  public  buildings.  These  gca- 
tlemen  protested  warmly  against  the  aaeenatita- 
tionality  of  such  unauthorized  exercms  of  p(nr«E 
by  the  Executive,  their  dangerous  tcndeacy,  the 
culpaWty  of  permitting  them,  dte. ;  that  vso  Ex- 
ecutive officer  had  the  power  to  pkidg^  OoaguBB 
to  make  good  sums  which  he  should  mise  aad  ex^ 
pend,  without  the  authority  of  law,  ^. 

Messrs.  Cobb,  Livermore,  Taylor,  Foot, 
Clagbtt,  and  Rbea,  although  not  at  all  difioinff 
from  the  former  gentlemen  m  the  correctness  of 
the  doctrines  they  advanoedjsupperted  this  aMO- 
priation,  and  justified  the  steps  on  the^ait  ^  tbe 
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Exeocrtive  urbieh  had  called  for  it ;  argtiing  ^at 
Congress  had  reouired  of  the  Bzecutiye  expressly 
to  have  these  haudings  repaired  and  rehailt ;  that 
they  had  felt  and  exjn^ssed  dissatisfiiction  because 
the  Capitol  was  not  in  readiness  at  the  last  session 
for  the  reception  of  Congress ;  that  the  President, 
consulting  tWconvenience  and  accommodation  of 
the  Legislature,  and  finding  the  appropriations  not 
sufficient  for  the  object,  had  diverted  the  funds  to 
it  which  had  been  appropriated  to  other  objects  in 
the  city,  and  had  mrected  the  Commissioner  of 
the  Public  Buildings  to  accept  an  advance  of 
money  which  had  been  tendered  by  one  of  the 
city  banks,  to  make  up  the  remaining  deficiency, 
relying  on  Congress  to  make  it  good;  that  what 
he  nad  done  was  in  pursuance  of  what  he  deemed 
hit  duty  in  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 
Congress ;  and  that,  however  just  the  objections 
in  the  abstract,  and  to  ordinary  cases,  the  Presi- 
dent was  in  this  justifiable,  dtc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  carried,  without  a  count,  and  the  bill 
was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence. 

DISTRICT  COURTS. 

The  House  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Archer,  of  Maryland,  to  consider  the  resolutions 
submitted  by  him  on  Thursday— Mr.  Whitman's 
motion  to  amend  being  the  question  first  in  order. 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Archer 
and  supported  by  Mr.  Whitman,  at  some  length. 
It  was  finally  disagreed  to. 

After  some  conversation  betwuen  Mr.  Cobb  and 
Mr.  Archer^  in  which  the  former  suggested^  and 
the  latter  gentleman  admitted,  that  he  had  fallen 
into  a  misapprehension,  in  the  remarks  he  had 
jnade  on  Thursday,  respecting  the  fees  of  some  of 
the  officers  alluded  to,  and  auo  that  he  was  now 
sensible  the  per  diem  allowance  to  the  marshal 
was  not  improper,  on  account  of  the  otherwise  un- 
compensated attendance  of  that  officer  on  the 
sittings  of  the  Supreme  Court,  ^lc;  and  aAer 
some  remarks  from  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connecticut, 
to  show  the  impropriety  of  the  discrimination 
which  had  been  mMe  by  the  act  of  1814,  in  the 
par  diem  allowance  to  certain  marshals,  and  its 
withdrawal  from  others,  the  resolutions  were  all 
agreed  to — the  third  so  modified  as  not  to  apply  to 
the  marshal  of  the  District,  and  the  fourth,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Southard^  so  as  to  leave  the  sum 
to  which  the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  shall  be 
extended  blank,  so  as  to  be  filled  up  hereafter. 

ADMISSION  or  MISSOURI. 

Th«  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of  Missouri 
Tciritory  to  ibim  a  constitatioii  and  State  govem- 
foent,  and  proridiag  for  the  admisnon  of  aoeh 
8ta;la  into  ine  Union,  being  the  fint  oriei  of  the 
^y,  was  anno«need  by  the  Spbakbi. 

Mr.  Tatixbr  moved  that  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  postponed  to  this  day  wedc,  with  the 
view  of  waiting  the  decision  of  tne  Senate  on  the 
hill  now  before  them  on  this  ssfaject. 

TJhis  metion  brought  oa  an  animated  debate  of 
eonsideMUe  length,  in  which  the.  mmriety  of 
WftitMig  the  movements  of  the  other  House,  or  of 


proteeding  now  to  consider  this  hiU^  in  which 
there  were  various  details  to  be  considered  and 
decided,  besides  the  principle  now  under  d^iate  in 
the  Senate,  d^;.,  were  discussed. 

The  moticm  to  postpone  the  bill  was  supported 
by  the  mover,  and  Messrs.  Livbrmorb,  Claqbtt. 
and  CusBMAN ;  and  the  postponement  was  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Scott,  Lowndbb,  Britsh,  Cook, 
Floyd,  and  Campbell. 

The  question  was  at  length  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive^ by  yeas  and  nays:  For  postponement  9T, 
agamst  it  88,  as  follows : 

YxAS-^Messn.  Adimi,  ARen  of  Maasacfaasettt,  Al- 
len of  New  York,  Baker,  Bstemsn,  Boden,  Butler  of 
New  Hinipshire,  Case,  Clsgett^  dark,  Crafts,  Cosh- 
man,  Darlington,  Dennison,  Desritt,  Dowse,  Eddy, 
Edwsrde  sf  Connecticat*  Fay,  Foiger»  Ford,  Forrest, 
Fuller,  Gresa  of  New  York,  Groai  of  Penniyhraaas, 
GnyoD,  Uackley,  Hall  of  New  York,  Hall  of  Dele- 
ware.  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hibeh- 
man,  Heifter,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Mallaiy, 
Marchand,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  8.  Moore,  Monell,  Mor- 
ton, Moeeley,  Murray,  Nelson  of  Masaachuietta,  Pat- 
terson, Peek,  Phelps,  Philton,  Pitcher,  Plumer,  Rich, 
Richards,  Richmond,  Rosers,  Ross,  Ruse,  Sampson, 
SUsbee,  Sloan,  Smith  of  New  Jersey,  Southard,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong  of  Vermont,  Strong  of  New  York, 
Tarr,  Taylor,  TomHnson,  Tompkins,  Trscjr.  Upham, 
Van  Rensselaer,  Wsllace,  Wendover,  Whitman,  and 
Wood. 

Nats — Messrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Allen  of  Ten- 
nessee, Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Archer  of  Vir- 
ginia, Baldwin,  Ball,  Barboor,  Bayly,  Beecher,  Bloom- 
field,  Brerard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Bnffiim,  Bnr^ 
well,  Bntler  ot  Louisiana,  Campbell,  Cannon,  Cobb, 
Cocke,  Cook,  Crawtbrd,€roweU,  Colbreth,  Culpsper, 
Cnthbert,  DaTideon,  Earle,  Edwards  of  North  Caro- 
tins, Floyd,  Foot,  FnUerton,  Oamett,  Hall  of  North 
Cscofins,  Hsrdin,  Hill,  Hohnes,  Hooks^  Johnssn, 
Jones  of  Virginia,  Jones  of  Tennessee,  Kent,  Little, 
Lowndes,  HoGoy,  MsCxest]^  MsLsne  of  Delswars, 
McLean  of  KenUckj,  Mason,  Msig%  Metcsl^  Nsais, 
Nelson  of  Virginis,  Newton,  OTerstrset,  Parker  of 
Virginia,  PiackiDsy,  Pindall,  Qnarles,  Randolph,  Ran- 
kin, Reed,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Simkins,  Slocumb,  Smith  of  Maryland,  B.  Smith  of 
Virginia,  A.  Smyth  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  North  Car- 
olina, Stevens,  Strother,  Swearingen,  Terrell,  Trim- 
ble, Tucker  of  Virginia,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina, 
Tyler,  Walker  of  North  CaroUns,  Warfield,  WilUams 
of  Virginia,  and  WHliams  of  North  Carolina. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Holmes  that  the 
House  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
said  bill;  buL  before  the  question  was  put  on  this 
motion,  the  House,  about  4  o'clock,  adjourned. 

TireenAT,  January  25. 

The  Spbaksr  communicated  to  the  House  a 
letter  addressed  to  him  as  Speaker  of  this  House, 
by  G.  McQlassin,  late  a  Major  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  soliciting  a  suspension  of  the  indi- 
Tidual  opinion  of  the  members  of  this  Houses  in 
relation  to  the  case  wherein  he  is  mentioned  as 
hayinjg  been  dismissed  the  senrice  for  erudtjr,  until 
the  circumstances  of  the  effse  be  laid  hefoie  the 
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puUic  '^  which  wieis  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaker  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Ephraim  Cooper,  stating  that  he  has  recently  dis- 
covered a  new  method  of  raising  and  subsisting 
the  silk  worm,  and  mannfactnring  silk,  and  pray- 
ing Cooffress  to  make  him  a  grant  of  from  twenty- 
five  to  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  his  said  discovery ; 
when,  as  he  states,  he  is  Willing  to  make  the  same 
pnUic  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States;  which,  together  with  some  accompanying 
disclosures  on  the  subject,  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Manufactures. 

The  Speakxr  also  presented  a  petition  of  John 
M.  Jones,  stating  that  he  has  lately  discovered  a 
new  method  of  taking  rats  and  mice,  by  which, 
with  a  trifling  expense,  any  person  possessed  of 
the  secret  may  entirely  extirpate  these  vermin 
-from  any  house,  ship,  or  other  place  they  may  in- 
fest ;  and  praymg  Congress  to  make  him  a  grant 
of  such  sum  of  public  money  as  they  may  think 
his  discovery  merits,  in  order  that  it  may  be  made 
puUic  for  the  benefit  of  the  good  people  of  the 
United  States  j  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  a  petition  of  sundiy 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  praying  that  ad- 
ditional regulations  mav  be  adopted  m  relation  to 
the  sale  or  the  public  lands,  in  order  to  prevent 
speculations,  and  to  protect  the  rights  of  poor 
men ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  Mr.  Cobb  on  yes- 
terday, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mercer,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  lay  before  this  House 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which -accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  April  17th.  1818. 

On  motion  of^Mr.  Allen,  of  Massachusetts, 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  securing  to  the  several  pensioners  of  the  United 
States  the  benefit  of  their  pensions,  by  exempting 
any  moneys  which  may  be  paid  on  account  of 
such  pensions,  from  foreijgpi  attachment,  set-ofi*,  or 
other  laws  in  the  respective  States,  by  which  such 
moneys  may  be  intercepted,  before  the  actual  re- 
ceipt of  them  by  such  pensioners. 

On  motion  oi'^Mr.  Andehson,  the  Clerk  of  this 
House  was  directed  to  procure,  for  the  use  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Pubttc  Lands,  maps  of  all  the 
States  and  Territories  which  include  any  of  the 
public  land  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Phelps  submitted  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  taw  that  moneya  received  fbr 
'  pottage  shall  be  paid  directly  into  the  Treaanry  of  the 

*  VUte  Message  from  the  President,  received  the 
lOlh  inatant. 


United  Suiee;  and  that  the  Postmastw  Geaeralaf 
the  United  States  abaU,  annuaUj,  report  to  C#iigreai 
a  list  of  all  contracts  which  he  may  have  made,  withia 
the  preceding  year,  fi>r  the  transportation  of  th«  mail ; 
and  specify,  in  such  report,  the  name  and  residence  of 
each  contractor,  the  amount  lo  be  paid  him,  and  db- 
tanco  embraced  in  each  contract 

After  some  little  discussion,  and  once  refosing 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  taUe,  it  took  that 
course,  and  lies  jon  the  table. 

ADMISSION  OF  MISSOURI. 

The  House  then,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Scott, 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on 
the  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  the  Missouri 
Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, &c. 

Several  important  propositions  were  succes- 
sively made  in  the  course  of  the  sitting  to  amend 
the  bill,  and  a  great  deal  of  discussion  took  place. 
The  Committee  rose  without  deciding  on  any 
question,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


WcnMESDAY,  January  26. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  WoonBRinoE,  a  oooimictee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any,  and,  if  any^ 
what  further  provisions  may  be  necessary  to  give 
effect  to  the  provisions  ot  the  treaty  made  at 
Brownstown,  in  the  Territory  of  Michigan  ^  and 
Messrs.  Wooubbidge,  BaEcnER,  and  Roaa,  were 
appointed  the  said  commit^ec^    ^  \ 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Missouri. 

The  proposition  under  consideration  was  aa 
amendment,  offered  yesterday,  to  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  by  Mr.  Storrb,  substantially  to 
alter  the  limits  of  the  proposed  State,  so  as  to  make 
the  Missouri  river  the  northern  boundary  thereof, 
with  the  view  of  drawing  a  line  on  which  those 
in  fAroT  of,  and  those  opposed  to  the  slave  restric- 
tion, might  compromise  their  views. 

Mr.  Storrs  rose  and  withdrew  the  amendment 
which  he  had  offered  yesterday,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
submitted  the  following: 

And  provided  further,  and  it  is  hereby  enaettdy 
That,  forever  hereafter,  neither  slavery  nor  involun- 
tary servitude,  (except  in  the  panishment  of  crimes, 
whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  couTicted,) 
shall  exist  in  the  Territory  of  the  United  States,  lying 
north  of  the  38th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  west 
of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  the  boundaries  of  tha 
State  of  Miisonri,  as  established  by  thia  act:  Prwnded^ 
That  any  pereen  eseapiog  ioto  the  said  Territoij, 
ftom  whom  labor  or  seiTice  is  lawfidly  claimed  in  soy 
of  the  States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  redslmed. 
and  conveyed,  according  to  the  lam  sf  ths  Unitsd 
States  in  such  case  prouded,  to  the  person  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

On  this  motion  a  debate  ensued,  of  a  desoltcfy 
character.  MesBrs.  RAMnoLPR,  Lowudbb,  Mbb- 
CBR,  Brosh,  Smith  of  Maryland,  Storhs,  aad 
Cult,  miccesaively  followed  each  other  in  debate. 

Mr.  S.  Smitb,  of  Maryland,  said,  ^Mt  ke 
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prmcipally  with  a  view  to  state  his  understanding 
of  the  proposed  amendment^  viz :  That  it  retained 
the  houndaries  of  Missouri,  as  delineated  •  in  the 
biU ;  that  it  prohibited  the  admission  of  slaves  west 
of  the  west  line  of  Missouri,  and  north  of  the  north 
line ;  that  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  Territory  of 
Arkansas,  or  the  uninhabited  land  west  thereof. 
He  thought  the  proposition  not  exceptionable,  but 
doubtcMl  the  propriety  of  its  forming  a  part  oi  the 
1^1.  He  considered  the  power  of  Congress  over 
die  Territory  as  supreme,  unlimited,  before  its  ad- 
mission ;  that  Congress  could  impose  on  its  terri- 
tories any  restrictions  it  thought  proper ;  and  the 
people,  when  thev  settled  therein,  did  so  under  a 
rail  knowledge  or  the  restriction.  If,  said  he,  citi- 
zens go  into  the  Territory  thus  restricted,  they  can- 
not carry  with  them  slaves.  They  will  be  with- 
cfat  slaves,  and  will  be  educated  with  prejudices 
and  habits  such  as  will  exclude  all  desire  on  their 
part  to  admit  slavery  when  they  shall  become 
sufficiently  nuuterous  to  be  admitted  as  a  State. 
And  this  is  the  advantage  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment ;  for,  when  admitted  as  a  State,  they  can, 
under  the  Constitution,  be  subjected  to  no  other 
restriction  than  is  imposed  by  that  instrument  on 
all  the  other  States  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  S*  said  that  he  meant  not  at  this  time,  nor 
did  he  know  that  he  should  at  anjr  future  time, 
enter  into  the  discussion  of  the  main  point;  but 
he  must  protest  against  the  construction  just  given 
to  the  section  of  the  Constitution  relative  to  mi- 
gration and  importation.  The  section  he  read 
thus :  "  The  migration  or  importation  of  slaves, 

<  such  as  any  of  the  States  may  think  proper  to 
*  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior 
(  to  the  year  1808,  but  a  duty  may  be  imposed  not 

<  exceeding  ten  dollars  each."  The  word  mic- 
tion was,  he  contended,  applicable  to  slaves  im- 
ported; it  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  native 
born  slaves.  The  word  was  intended  to  prevent 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  slaves  imported 
into  one  State  from  being  removed  into  another. 
The  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  in- 
sisted on  this  provision  in  the  Constitution.  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland  did  not  permit  importations. 
The  importations  were  almost  exclusively  confined 
to  Charleston;  and  the  word  "  migration"  was  in- 
troduced to  permit  slaves,  imported  into  that  port, 
to  be  passed,  without  molestation,  into  Georgia. 
and  North  Carolina.  It  had  no  reference  to  any 
other  than  slaves  imported ;  none  whatever  to  na- 
tive born  slaves.  Read  the  section  wit^hout  the 
words  "  or  importation,"  and  a  doubt  cannot  re- 
main, to  wit :  **  The  migration  of  such  slaves  as 
the  existing  States  shall  think  proper  to  admit, 
shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year  1808." 
Can  these  expressions  have  any  reference  to  the 
native  born  slaves'?  Certainly  not;  they  refer 
only  to  such  slaves  as  the  existing  States  may  ad- 
mit to  be  imported  during  the  stiYen  time,  and  to 
none  other.  I  remember  well  that  the  word  "mi- 
gration" was  considered,  by  the  friends  to  the 
alkn  law,  as  applicable  to  wnites  emigrating  from 
any  part  of  the  world  to  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  sweeping  effect  given  by  the  gentleman 
(Mr.  Bru8b)  to  the  words  "  general  welfare,"  was 


used  to  justify  the  alien  and  sedition  laws ;  indeed, 
the  gentleman's  construction  of  the  powers  granted 
by  those  words  gives  all  power  to  Congress:  the 
power  would,  according  to  his  definition,  be  com- 
pletely dictatorial.  But  the  gentleman  says,  that 
Congress  has  power  "to  regulate  commerce  among 
the  several  States ;"  and,  under  that  power,  can 
prohibit  slaves  passing  from  one  State  to  another.. 
A  farmer,  going  to  Missouri  with  his  family  and 
slaves,  can  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  under  the 
power  to  reffuiate  commerce,  from  taking  his 
slaves  with  him,  although  intended  -for  agricul- 
ture, and  not  for  commerce.  Can  the  genUemao- 
really  believe  in  that  doctrine  ?  But,  I  deny  that 
Congress  has  power  to  prohibit  the  produce  of 
Maryland  from  being  sent  to  Boston.  It  has  never 
been  tried ;  if  it  ever  should,  it  wjll  meet  with  few 
advocates.  If  Congress  has  not  the  power  to  pro- 
hibit the  cotton  of  the  South  from  passing  to  New 
York  for  sale,  it  cannot  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  slaves  of  the  South^  under  the  power  to  regu- 
late commerce,  from  being  sent  to  Missouri,  either 
with  or  without  their  masters.  If  they  are  prop- 
erty, they  cannot  be  prohibited  unless  Congress 
has  power  to  prohibit  other  property.  If  they  are 
persons,  black  persons  can  no  more  be  prohibited 
than  wnite  persons. 

Mr.  S.  then  said,  that  he  had  been  led  farther 
into  the  subject  than  he  had  intended  when  he 
rose,  and  would  detain  the  Committee  no  longer. 

Mr.  Meios,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman^  I  assure  the  Committee  that  1 
shall  not  detam  them  long  by  my  observations 
upon  this  question;  nor  should  I  now  undertake 
to  consume  the  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  which  I 
shall  allot  to  myself,  if  it  was  not  for  the  some- 
what peculiar  situation  in  which  I  am  placed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Legislature  of  the  re- 
spectable State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent,  has  requested  the  Repr^entatives  of  that 
State,  upon  this  floor,  to  vote  for  the  restriction 
upon  Missouri,  now  under  consideration. 

I  have  examined,  attentively^  the  mass  of  argu- 
ment which  has  been  so  laboriously  accumulated 
on  this  question;  and  never,  perhaps,  was  there 
on  any  occasion  so  much  exhausted  as  on  this. 
But,  sir,  I  freely  own  that  I  cannot,  in  conscience 
or  judgment,  consent  to  impose  this  restriction 
upon  Missouri. 

There  is  a  wonderful  singularity  in  the  present 
controversy,  which  destroys  all  confidence  in  the 
weight  and  value  of  that  process  of  mind  which 
we  so  proudly  dignify  with  the  title  of  reasoning. 
Sir,  I  never  yet  knewthat  reason  and  logic  were 
to  be  found  on  this  side  or  that  of  a  parallel  of 
latitude  or  lon^tude.  What  is  the  fact  in  this 
ease  7  Why,  sir,  the  parallel  of  latitude  of  39  de- 
grees almost  precisely  marks  the  division  between 
the  reason  and  argument  of  the  North  and  South. 
That  line  of  demarcation  separates  the  slavehold- 
ing  from  the  non-slaveholding  States.  On  the 
south  side  of  that  line  we  find  tne  climate  and  soil 
adapted  to  slaves,  and  there  are  the  slaves ;  on  the 
north  side  of  that  line  we  discover  that  the  soil 
arid  climate  require  no  slaves,  and,  therefore,  few 
or  no  slaves  are  found.    What,  sir !  is  it  possible^ 
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then,  that  one  half  of  us  can  be  ratioDally  and  ar- 
gumentatively  on  one  side  of  the  parallel  of  lati- 
tude, and  the  other  half  of  us  upon  the  other  ?  I 
did  believe  that  the  truths  of  philosophy,  that  rea- 
son, that  the  principia  of  Newton,  were  the  same 
in  every  latitude,  in  every  climate,  and  on  every 
soil  of  this  globe.  Sir,  there  must  be  some  mistake 
among  us  upon  this  occasion,  and  from  the  reflec- 
tions virhich  I  have  made,  I  think  I  can  point  it 
out. 

It  isnowat  least  twenty  years,  that  I  ha  ye,  with 
some  pain  and  apprehension,  remarked  the  increas- 
ing spirit  of  local  and  sectional  envy  and  dislike 
between  the  North  and  South.  A  continued  series 
of  sarcasms  upon  each  other's  circumstances,  modes 
of  livinff,  i^id  manners,  so  foolishly  persevered  in, 
has  produced  at  length  that  keen  controversy  which 
now  enlists  us  in  masses  against  each  other  on  the 
opposite  sides  of  the  line  of  latitude.  Gentlemen 
may  dignify  it  by  whatever  titles  they  please. 
They  may  natter  themselves  that  all  is  logic,  rea- 
son, pure  reason.  But  certain  I  am,  that  it  is 
neither  more  nor  less  than  sectional  feeling.  Feel- 
ing, sir.  however  gravely  di^ified,  has  brought  us 
in  hostility  to  this  sin^Iar  line  of  combat,  and  we, 
who  are,  you  know  sir,  '^  but  children  of  a  larger 
growth,"  are  now  most  aptlyr  comparable  to  those 
celebrated  and  eternal  faction?  of  Uf  T<wn  and 
Dovm  Town  Boys,  I  put  this  observation  to  every 
one  who  hears  me,  with  the  wish  that  he  may  ap- 
ply his  own  recollections  and  reflections  to  it. 
Gentlemen  may  exhaust  all  their  arguments,  all 
their  eloquence  upon  the  question  before  us ;  they 
may  pour  out  every  flower  of  rhetoric  upon  it :  but, 
sir,  I  view  their  labors  as  wholly  vain,  and  I  fear 
that  their  flowers  will  be  found  to  be  the  most  del- 
eterious and  most  poisonous  in  the  whole  range  of 
botany.    They  poison  national  aflection. 

Reason  divided  by  parallels  of  latitude !  Why, 
sir,  it  is  easy  for  prejudice  and  malevolence,  by 
aid  of  ingenuity,  to  erect  an  eternal  impenetrable 
wall  of  brass  between  the  North  and  South,,  at 
the  latitude  of  thirty-nine  degrees !  But,  in  the 
view  of  reason,  there  is  no  other  line  between  them 
than  that  celestial  arc  of  thirty-nine  degrees  which 
offers  no  barrier  to  the  march  of  liberal  and  rational 
men.  Is  it  forgotten  that  the  enlightened  hieh 
priest,  the  archbishop  of  one  belligerent,  ffoes  to  the 
temple  of  the  Almighty  and  chants  '' Te  Deum 
laudamus,"  for  the  victory  obtained  by  his  country, 
with  carnage  and  devastation,  over  the  enemy ; 
while  the  archbishop  of  another  belligerent  is  at 
the  same  time  entering  the  house  of  God,  and  sing- 
ing also  ''  Te  Peum  laudamus  pro  victoria,"  upon 
the  other  ^ide  of  the  llne^  the  creek,  or  the  river  ? 
We,  who  know  these  thmgs,  should  profit  by  our 
knowledge,  learn  liberality,  and  practice  it.  It  is 
true,  and  I  glory  in  the  knowledge  of  the  truth, 
that,  in  matters  of  religion,  this  country  has,  in  its 
constitutions,  attaiped  a  high  point  of  reason  and 
liberality. 

Men,  after  forty  or  sixty  years  of  religious  in- 
tolerance, here,  at  last,  may  worship  the  Creator 
in  their  own  way.  What  a  privilege !  how  dearly 
acquired !  how  much  to  be  prized !  It  fills  us  vrrth 
astonishment,  when  we  renect  how  hard  it  is  for 


us  to  refrain  from  forcing  by  power  cor  opnioas 
upon  our  brother  men  !  how  readily  each  individual 
imagines  that  the  li^ht  is  alone  in  his  own  faresst, 
and  now  enthusiastically  he  engages  in  prooagal- 
ing  it  among  mankind  by  all  possible  means,  rancy- 
ing,  dreaming  that  he  is  a  prophet,  a  vicegerettt 
of  Almighty  God; 

Sir,  we  have  been  now  for  a  long  timeoocapicd 
in  this  delMUe,  mis-spending  our  time  and  the  pi^ 
lie  money.  I  feel  well  assured  that  the  body  of  the 
people  will  jud«e  our  conduct  rightly.  Tney  are 
able  critics.  Yes,  sir,  even  in  matters  of  safaiime 
art,  even  in  those  works  which  none  can  execMe, 
all  are  critics !  They  determine,  at  a  tflanee  of 
the  eye,  what  is  good  and  beautiful  in  architeeturcL 
in  statuary,  in  painting,  and,  what  is  to  them  sdll 
more  easy,  what  is^ood  in  governments  and  con- 
stitutions. They  will  soon  ask  us,  what  is  the  oos- 
troversy  about  ?  Did  you,  Irom  motives  of  poliqr 
and  regard  for  the  welfare  of  the  whites,  jHropose 
to  remove  the  growing  black  race  from  this  conm- 
try?  No.  Did  you,  actuated  by  humane  consid- 
erations for  the  unfortunate  slaves,  propose  to  re- 
deem them  from  their  bondage,  and  restore  them 
to  liberty  and  the  land  of  their  fathers?  No.  What 
then  ?  Did  you  propose  to  draw  such  lines  of  re- 
striction around  the  slave  population  as  would  ere 
long  starve  them  out,  and  so  prevent  their  be- 
coming dangerous  to  the  whites'?  If  you  did, 
remember  that  such  is  the  increasing  UBdnes 
of  the  slaveholders,  so  ameliorated  the  condition 
of  the  slave,  that  not  one  slive,  iu)t  cme  child  kss 
will  be  bom,  and  not  one  can  die  by  starvatioii. 
Sir,  the  truth  is,  that  nothiujg  has  yet  been  proposed 
beneficial  either  to  the  white  or  Uack  race  m  all 
this  lonff-drawn  debate.  Give  me  leave  to  say, 
sir,  that  this  consideration  induced  me  to  introduce 
the  resolution  which  now  lies  upon  the  table,  de- 
voting the  puUic  lands  to  the  emancipation  and 
colonization  of  the  unfortunate  slaves.  If  we  want 
some  object  upon  which  to  exhaust  our  enthusiasm, 
here  is  one  worth  it  all.  Not  the  subjugation  of  a 
people,  but  the  redemption  of  a  nation. 

We  are  attempting  here  to  leffiskte  fw  Mis- 
souri, without  a  Que  attention  to  the  sttuatioo,  tJ^ 
genius  of  the  people,  soil,  climate,  and  all  the  mat- 
ters which  ought  to  constitute,  good  law.  The 
celebrated  Montesquieu  obtained  great  and  de- 
served reputation  by  his  essays  upon  VEsprU  dss 
Loifc  It  is  an  aumirable  charact^  of  human 
knowledge,  one  which  had  not  been,  until  his 
time,  tolerably  known,  and  not  now  well  under- 
stood. Nothing  is  more  difficult  than  to  make 
ffood  laws,  such  as  will  last  long  and  wear  wefi. 
We,  sir,  with  all  our  knowledge,  make  a  dozen  for 
one  which  well  answers  its  end  or  performs  its 
oflice.  All  lawyers  know,  and  I  pray  the  ^^artic- 
ular  attention  ot  the  lawyers  of  tliis  House,  how  ' 
readily  laws  become,  as  we  term  it^  dbeeUis;  or, 
as  I  would  phrase  it,  (like  the  caps  and  dresses  of 
the  ladies,)  become  uitfaMonMe — how  otoi 
changed.  It  is  necessary,  says  Montesquieu,  tq 
make  laws  exactly  suitable  to  the  genius  of  the 
people,  to  the  physical  laws  of  climate,  dbc.,  to  th» 
nabjts  of  a  people,  and  to  the  very  moment  d 
time  in  which  the  law  is  made.    A  law  nttde 
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contrary  to  the  ^^lius  and  will  of  a  people,  to 
their  climate,  habits,  and  circumstances,  will  never 
be  executed,  never  was  long'  maintained,  and  is 
for  a  lamp  a  mere  absurdity.  Also,  if  it  is  made  out 
of  time,  that  is.  not  suitable  to  tne  very  time  in 
which  it  b  made,  it  will,  with  the  caprice  of  fash- 
ion, speedily  become  unfashionable,  or,  as  the 
lawjreis  say,  obsolete. 

Sir,  it  is  my  intention  only  to  point,  with  an 
index  finser,  at  the  chapters  which  contain,  as  I 
believe,  the  facts  and  the  Learning  worth  reading 
on  this  occasion,  and  by  no  means  to  read  you  the 
whole  chapters  themselves.  I  will  now,  sir,  point 
out  another  chapter  which,  in  my  judgment,  con- 
tains much  in  relation  to  this  controversy 

There  is  a  class  of  politicians  among  us,  with 
whom  I  have,  at  least  in  one  respect,  always  dif- 
fered very  widely  indeed .  This  class  always  holds 
in  doubt  and  apparent  dread  the  extension  of  Re- 
publican Government.  It  has  never  been  able  to 
trust  to  the  discretion  and  ability  of  the  mass  of 
the  people,  in  matters  of  self-government,  in  con- 
stitution niaking ;  from  the  time  of  the  building  of 
the  celebrated  narrow  Say  brook  platform,  to  this 
hour.  It  is,  in  spite  of  experience,  in  dread  of 
every  new  State,  and  trembles  at  the  idea,  of  a 
convention  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  constitu- 
tion !  Sir,  I  have  had  some  acquaintance,  these 
twenty  years,  with  the  good  peofde  of  our  country, 
south  as  well  as  north,  from  the  man  of  the  South 
with  the  rifle  on  his  shoulder,  to  the  honest  me- 
ehanic  of  the  North,  and  I  have  acquired  from 
this  knowledge  absolute  confidence  in  the  ability 
of  ail  or  any  of  them  to  make  a  good  Republican 
ooBstitutioa  for  the  government  (3*  themselves.  I 
believe  there  are  three  millions  of  the  people  of 
the  United  States  that  can  make  unexceptionable 
Republican  ccmstitutions,  who  could  not  well  put 
a  patch  upon  a  shoe ;  and  that  nineteen  out  of 
twenty  of  our  a^icultural  citizens  know  better  the 
art  of  constitution-makin^r  than  the  best  methods 
of  raising  cabbaj^.  This  class  of  politicians  be- 
lieve implicitly  m  the  doctrine  that  men  are  not 
anffds — that  they  are  infirm.  I  agree  with  them, 
on^  differing  from  them  in  this  particular,  that  I 
believe  that  infirmity  is  extended  to,  and  includes 
them  and  myself,  as  well  as  the  body  of  the  people. 

So  unbounded  is  the  confidence  which  I  have  in 
these  truths,  that  I  have  long  felt  the  in^iring  be- 
lief that  our  free  Republican  systems  of  govern- 
ment will  expand,  until  they  cover  and  embrace 
this  mighty  Northern  Contineiit  at  least. 

I  am  surprised  to  hear  Missouri  .sometimes  spoken 
of  as  a  child  of  ours— -we  are  her  parents ;  some- 
times a  ward — ^we  the  guardian ;  sometimes  as  a 
pupil.  Why.  sir,  1  sincerely  believe  that  a  man  of 
forty  years  oi  ase  in  Missouri  is  as  old  as  any  man 
of  lorty  in  the  North.  1  cannot  bcdieve  that  I,  or 
any  other  man  or  men,  are  better  capable  of  gov- 
erning Missourians  than  they  are  of  governing 
themselves.  They  are  no  more  children,  or  pu- 
pils, or  wards,  than  we  are. 

1  have  heard  sm  argument,  not  in  this  House, 
but  elsewhere,  and  from  high  authority,  that  the 
power  of  Congress  to -admit  new  States,  was  a 
universal  proposition,  containing  within  it  every 


possible  requisite ;  power  to  admit,  reject,  modify, 
oargain  with,  or  restrain,  new  States.  Sir,  it  is' 
an  universal  proposition  of  vast  extent ;  that  is,  it 
does  extend  as  wide  as  the  utmost  breadth  of  good 
sense,  and  as  long  as  the  extreme  length  of  jus- 
tice, but  no  further. 

The  application  of  this  universal  proposition  is 
such  as  almost  tempts  me  to  make  another.  As, 
for  instance,  it  is  a  universal  proposition  that  every 
instrument  or  tool  in  the  hands  of  a  man,  is  a  thing 
to  work  with.  This  penknife  is  an  instrument  or 
tool — therefore  I  can  plough  fipround  with  it !  Con- 
gress have  no  power,  under  this  universal  proposi- 
tion, to  make  any  raw  contrary  to  VEsprit  dss 
LoiXy  contrary  to  the  genius  and  will  of  a  people, 
to  the  laws  of  climate,  or,  at  an  improper  time. 
Such  attempts  will  be  mere  absurdities — ^violence 
will  be  committed  upon  the  fundamental  princi- 
ples of  all  law,  and  can  never  be  executed. 

Our  free  Constitution  was  made  by  men  who 
were  wise  enough  to  know  the  danger  of  sectional 
divisions.  This  Constitution  is  no  more  than  a 
profoundly  wi.se  agreement  |o  differ;  an  agree- 
ment to  differ  in  matters  of  small  importance,  in 
order  that  we  might  not  agree  to  destroy  each  other 
in  perpetual  wars.  If  we,  sir,  shall  be  unhappily 
so  imwise  as  to  forget  this,  nothing  will  be  left  for 
us  and  our  posterity  but  awful  combats  at  paralleb 
of  latitude,  or  physical  lines  of  demarcation. 

Sir,  I  feel  no  inclination,  for  my  i)art,  to  exer- 
cise my  small  portion  of  legislative  power  where 
it  is  not  called  for  nor  wanted.  I  do  not  discover 
any  thing  in  the  genius,  the  will,  or  the  circum- 
stances^  of  Missouri,  that  demands  my  interposi- 
tion. They  are  better  able  to  judge  for  themselves 
than  I  am  to  judge  for  them.  When  public  opin- 
ion in  any  country  asks  for  legislation,  it  always 
follows  in  obedience  to  the  call.  When  the  pecu- 
liar condition  of  a  country  requires  a  navigation 
act,  or  any  other  important  regulation,  then  it  is 
that  legislators  dream  that  they  have  anticipated 
public  necessity,  and  glory  in  their  fancied  wis- 
dom. When  the  veneraole  John  Adams,  late 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  asked,  who 
where  the  founders  of  the  Revolution  ?  His  reply 
was,  replete  with  wisdom,  substantially  this:  This 
public  opinion,  which  might  be  traced  as  far  back 
as  the  Puritans,  who  fled  from  England  to  Hd- 
land  to  escape  religious  persecution  and  intoler- 
ance, and  wno  came  thence  to  America  to  be  free. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  women  as  well  as  men,  which 
founded  our  present  Republican  Constitution. 

Sir,  when  circumstances  imperiously  demand 
legislation,  then,  in  the  rear,  follows,  as  it  ought  to 
do,  the  act  of  the  lecislator.  But  I  have  already 
attained  the  limit  of  time  which  I  proposed.  I 
meant  no  more  that  to  point  at  those  chapters  which 
I  deem  worth  study  on  the  present  occasion,  and 
which  have  not  been  mentioned  by  other  gentle- 
men in  this  debate.  My  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
are  almost  consumed ;  I  have  not  time  to  add  more 
than  my  earnest  request  that  gentlemen  will  seri- 
ously consider,  in  the  first  place,  that  chapter  of 
human  learning  which  treats  of  prejudices  and 
sectional  feelings,  more  especially  the  full  history 
of  the  factions  of  the  vp  and  dmm  town  hoys. 
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Secondly — that  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
spirit  of  all  law,  of  the  necessitv  of  adaptiDff  all 
kgislatioQ  to  the  genius  and  will  of  a  people,  to 
their  physical  condition  as  to  climate,  &c.,  and  to 
the  exact  point  of  time  for  the  exercise  of  legisla- 
tion. 

And,  lastly,  that  chapter  which  treats  of  the 
best  methods  of  bringing  men  to  agree  to  difier; 
of  the  great  benefits  of  such  an  agreement;  that 
our  glorious  Constitution  is  such  an  agreement; 
and,  aboYe  all,  that  part  of  the  chapter  which 
teaches  us  to  avoid  the  awful,  the  most  horrible 
evils,  which  are  treated  of  in  the  tremendous  chap- 
ter of  humian  war.  Mr.  Chairman,  my  allotted 
twenty  minutes  are  consumed ;  I  have  done. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  proceed  as  far  as  the 
fourth  section ;  when 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill  by  incorporating  in  that  section  the  follow- 
ing provision : 

Section  4,  line  35,  insert  the  following  after  the 
word  **  States :"  '•And  shall  ordain  and  establish,  that 
there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involantary  servi- 
tude in  the  said  State,  otherwise  than  in  the  ptmiah- 
meot  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been 
duly  convicted :  Provided,  alwayt,  That  any  person 
escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  State,  such  fugitive 
may  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  per- 
son claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid  : 
And  provided^  also,  That  the  said  provision  shall  not 
be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil  rights  of 
any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the  said 
Territory." 

The  main  question  of  the  restriction  on  slavery 
in  the  future  State  of  Missouri,  being  thus  fully 
before  the  House,  and  the  usual  hour  of  adjourn- 
ment havinff  arrived,  the  Committee  rose,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Thursday,  January  27. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundrv  inhab- 
itants of  Annapolis,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  on 
behalf  of  Mrs.  Mary;  Wells,  mother  of  Daniel 
Wells,  jr.,  who  was  killed  in  the  battle  near  Bal- 
timore, in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  and  is 
believed  to  be  the  person  who  killed  General  Ross, 
the  British  commander  on  that  occasion,  praying 
that  some  provision  may  be  made  for  her  support, 
in  consideration  of  the  oistinguished  gallantry  and 
services  of  her  son,  on  that  memorable  occasion. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  Rev- 
olutionary Claims. 

Mr.  Brush  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Gene- 
ral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  prayine  that 
provision  may  be  made  for  the  relief  of  such  pur- 
chasers of  public  land  as  may  forfeit  the  same  from 
their  inability  to  complete  their  payments  therefor ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  re* 


specting  rights  to  land  heretofore  confirmed  bj 
the  former  Governors  of  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  which  is  committed  the  bill  confirmiiig 
I  certain  claims  to  land  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 
1     Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
;  Committee  of  Claims,  made  an  unfavorable  report 
:  on  the  petition  of  sundry  merchants  of  Baitiniore, 
I  for  compensation  for  vessels  sunk  in  that  harbor 
during  the  military  operations  in  its  neighborhood, 
I  in  the  year  1814 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  om 
I  the  Uble. 

I     The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
t  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  petition  of  Major 
John  Brooks ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

THE  SPANISH  TREATY. 

Mr.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  submitted  for  consider- 
ation the  following  resolution : 

'*  Resolved,  'J'bat  the  President  of  the  United  Sutet 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  comma  nice  ted  to  this 
House,  if  in  his  opinion  consistent  with  the  pnfaUc 
good,  whatsoever  information  be  may  poeeeaa  retatiTe 
to  the  extent  of  territory  which  the  instnictioiM  of  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Catholic  Mwijettj  ao- 
thorized  him  to  cede  to  the  United  States  in  hie  nego* 
tiatioD  with  the  Secretary  of  State,  which  resulted  ia 
the  treaty  of  22d  February  last ;  and  likewise  at  what 
period  he  obtained  that  information." 

Mr.  F.  said  that -he  had  been  induced  to  submit 
this  resolution  to  obtain  the  information  required, 
as  important  upon  a  subject  of  great  consequeoce 
to  the  nation  at  this  time.  It  was  predicate  upoa 
an  expression  in  the  letter  of  the  S^retaij  of  State 
to  our  Minister,  bearing  date  the  18th  or  August 
1819,  wherein  he  says :  **  It  is  too  well  known,  and 
*'  the  Spanish  Gk>vernment  dare  not  deny  it,  that 
'  Mr.  Onis's  last  instructions  authorized  him  to 
^  cede  to  the  United  States  much  more  territory 
^  than  he  did."  Now,  sir,  as  the  treaty  has  not 
been  confirmed  by  Spain^  and  we  are  csuled  upon 
to  enforce  the  friendly  stipulation  of  that  treaty,  it 
is  p«euliarly  proper  to  have  all  the  information 
which  was  poss^sed  at  th^  time  of  the  negotia- 
tion. 

In  reply  to  an  objection  which  was  subsequoitly 
made  to  me  resolve,  that  a  call  for  that  kind  of  in- 
formation mi^ht  have  injurious  consequences,  Mr. 
F.  said,  certainly  no  injury  can  remit,  as  the  reso- 
lution does  not  require  any  thing  to  be  communi- 
cated which  it  would  be  improper  to  divulge ;  but, 
if  that  information  were  improper  to  be  madepnb- 
lie,  cannot  the  representatives  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  be  intrusted  with  that  transaction  t 
For  his  part,  he  had  consulted  none,  and  thought 
the  information  necessary.  Surely  it  could  not 
be  improper  to  conununicate  to  this  House,  Mr.  F. 
said,  that  which  the  Secretary  of  State  had  said 
the  Spanish  Qoverament  "dare  not  deny." 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  a  short  debate,  in  the 
course  of  which  the  adoption  of  it  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Lowndes,  Serqeant,  Holmes,  TxyLoa, 
Rhea,  and  Hill,  on  the  ground,  generally,  tket 
the  President  had  communicated  to  Congrees^  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  on  the  ^^ect 
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of  Spanish  aflairs,  all  the  information  which  he 
deemed  important  to  the  public  interest,  and  which, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  inconsistent  with  that 
interest  at  present  to  communicate ;  that  the  con- 
duct of  negotiations  having  been  given  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  Executive,  and  also  the  au- 
thority to  communicate  to  Congress,  from  time  to 
time,  mformation  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  it  was 
to  be  presumed  the  President  had,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  that  duty,  communicated  all  that  was  in 
his  opinion  proper  to  be  communicated,  respecting 
our  relations  with  Spain ;  and  that,  as  we  have 
yet  a  Minister  at  Madrid,  and  matters  were  not 
nnally  adjusted  with  that  Power,  the  disclosure  of 
such  particulars  as  were  required,  if  made,  mi^ht 
have  a  prejudicial  effect  on  the  questions  pending 
between  the  two  countries,  &c. 

The  proposition  was  supported  byr  the  mover, 
and  by  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  and  Ran- 
dolph, for  the  general  reasons  assi^ed  by  the 
mover,  and  for  tne  reason,  additionally,  that  the 
President  had,  by  his  communication  to  both 
Houses  of  Conspress,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
session,  earnestly  recommended  the  subject  of  the 
state  of  our  affairs  with  Spain  to  the  attention  of 
Congress ;  and,  indeed,  expressly  submitted  f  them 
whemer  or  not  the  provisions  of  the  treaty  should 
be  carried  into  effect  independently  of  the  consent 
of  Spain,  dbc. 

On  suggestion  of  Mr.  Sergeant,  the  resolve 
was  so  amended,  by  consent  of  the  mover,  as  to 
request  the  President,  instead  of  instructing  the 
Secretary  of  State,  (as  at  first  offered,)  if  in  his 
opinion  it  should  oe  expedient,  to  cause  the  re- 
quired information  to  be  laid  before  the  House — 
the  objection  being  to  leaving  a  compliance  with 
an  order  from  the  House  discretionary  with  any 
officer  of  the  Government  subordinate  to  the  high- 
est in  authority. 

The  question  being  taken  on  affreeia^  to  the 
resolution  thus  amended,  it  was  decided  in  the 
negative — ayes  67,  noes  &8. 

THE  MISSOURI  QUESTION. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  Missouri  bill  being 
announced — 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  moved  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  order  of  the  day  to  this  day  week. 
His  object  was  in  the  meantime  to  consider,  in  the 
hope  of  its  adoption,  a  proposition  for  the  prohibi- 
tion of  the  fortner  introduction  of  slavery  west  of 
the  Mississippi.  Should  such  a  measure  be  adopt- 
ed, the  Territories  ii^  that  quarter  would  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  the  ordinance  of  1787  had 
plaeed  the  Northwestern  Territory.  The  question 
now  agitated  in  Congress  might  then,  perhaps,  be 
left  to  the  good  sense  of  the  people  of  the  States  to 
be  formed  out  of  that  Territory ;  and,  should  any 
question  present  itsdf  on  the  subject  of  the  admis- 
sion of  slavery  into  any  such  State,  it  might  be 
left  for  the  proper  tribunal,  the  Supreme  Court,  to 
determine  it. 

The  proposed  postponement  was  opposed  by 
Messrs.  Edwards  and  Lowndes,  on  the  ground 
that  it  would  only  serve  to  proerastiiiate  the  inter- 
change of  opinions  on  the  question  now  fairly  be- 


fore the  House,  which,  whatever  else  was  done, 
would  certainly  take  place,  aUd  could  not  be  pre- 
vented. Mr.  Edwards  was  opposed  to  any  pro- 
hibition whatever,  of  the  nature  proposed,  or  in 
the  way  of  compromise. 

The  motion  to  postpone  was  negatived ;  and  the 
House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  chair,)  on  the 
bill  for  autnorizing  the  people  of  Missouri  to  form 
a  constitution,  dbc. 

Mr.  Taylor's  motion  to  amend  the  bill  by  im- 
pK>sing  a  restriction  on  slavery,  being  under  con- 
sideration— 

Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  The  bill  on  your  table  proposes 
no  act  of  ordinary  legislation.  No  attribute  of 
sovereignty  is  more  important,  than  that  which  is 
exercised  m  the  admission  of  new  parties  to  the 
Federal  Compact.  It  was  reserved  for  America 
to  exhibit,  on  an  extensive  scale^  an  example  of 
independent  States  unitin|[  for  the  general  welfare, 
siirrendering  a  part  of  their  sovereignty  to  a  new 
created  Government,  and  authorizing  it  to  consti- 
tute other  States  similar  to  themselves. 

By  the  Articles  of  Confederation,  thfe  approba- 
tion of  nine  States  out  of  thirteen  was  necessary 
to  the  admission  of  a  new  member.  In  the  Con- 
vention that  formed  the  Federal  Constitution,  the 
subject  of  admitting  new  States  being  under  con- 
sideration, it  was  proposed  that  to  such  admission 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present 
in  each  House  of  Congress  should  be  necessary, 
and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative  by  the  votes  of  all 
the  States  present,  except  Virginia  and  Maryland. 
No  other  question  was  taken  on  this  single  pro- 
position, and  why  it  was  not  finally  incorporated 
into  the  Constitution  does  not  appear.  Congress 
and  three-fourths  of  the  States  may  change  the 
Constitution — ^may  establish  principles  and  create 
powers,  injurious  to  the  rights  of  the  other  States. 
The  period  may  arrive  when  the  desire  to  obtain 
this  Constitutional  majority  in  support  of  some 
project  of  ambition,  or  avarice,  may  lead  to  the 
admission  of  States  favorable  to  its  accomplish- 
ment. 

This  bill  acquires  additional  importance  from 
Uie  consideration  that  the  Territory  in  question  is 
no  part  of  our  ancient  domain.  The  power  of 
admitting  new  States  into  the  Union,  when  adopted 
by  the  members  of  the  good  old  Confederation,  had 
to  this  Territory  no  more  application  than  to  Chili 
or  Peru.  It  was  a  foreign  province — alien  to  our 
lawd,  customs,  and  institutions.  It  sustained  none 
of  the  conflicts  of  our  Revolution  j  it  was  pur- 
chased not  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers,  but  with  the. 
wealth  of  their  sons.  If  we  believe  tnat,  by  a  lib- 
eral construction  of  the  Constitution,  the  power  of 
admitting  this  Territory  as  a  State  is  possessed  by 
Consress,  we  remember  also  that  politicians  of  no 
humble  name  have  denied  its  existence ;  that  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  from  the  States  a  grant  of  the  power 
now  about  to  be  exercised,  was  proposed  m  the 
United  States'  Senate,  by  a  statesman  eminently  , 
entitled  to  the  confidence  of  this  natioii ;  that  se- 
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riouB  doubts  on  this  subject  existed  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  then  oeeupied  in  the  Grovernment  its 
most  distinguished  stations — doubts,  which  were 
finally  remored,  as  other  doubts  afterwards  were, 
hj  considerations  of  imp^erious  necessity. 

The  magnitude  of  this  question  is  apj)arent,  by 
casting  your  eye  on  a  map  of  the  Territory  from 
which  it  is  jN'oposed  to  carve  this  State  ?  Who 
knows  its  extent  ?  Who  has  explored  its  boun- 
daries ?  The  waters  of  its  rivers  traverse  a  country 
of  at  least  two  thousand  miles,  before  they  reach 
the  Mississippi.  It  probably  contains  more  square 
miles  than  all  the  States  of  the  Old  Confederacy. 
The  rule  you  nowa{^y  to  Missouri,  hereafter  will 
be  held  applicable  to  the  residue  of  the  Territory. 
The  fertility  of  its  soil,  the  temperature  and  salu- 
brity of  its  climate^  its  majestic  dvers,  its  vegetable 
proauctions,  its  mineral  wealth ;  all  contribute  to 
confirm  our  anticipations  of  its  greatness.  Under 
the  guidance  of  a  wise  policy,  it  will  doubtless  ex- 
hibit, in  future  time,  the  fedrest  specimens  of 
American  character,  and  the  most  perfect  models 
of  free  government  Cold,  indeed,  must  be  hk 
heart  who  can  contemplate  without  emotion  the 
high  destinies  prepared  for  bur  posterity  ia  thpisland 
of  promise — secured  to  them  without  possibility  of 
failure,  if  Congress  shall  be  true  to  their  interests 
and  to  our  national  principles.  Probably  this  very 
question,  certainly  the  determination  of  a  few  Con- 
gresses, will  irrenroeably  decide^  whether  this  Ter- 
ritory is  indeed,  as  it  has  been  pronounced  on  a 
former  occasion,  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  Randolph,)  the  most  expensive  acquisition 
made  by  the  United  States,  or  whether  its  puicluuse 
was  the  wisest  expenditure  of  treasure  ever  made 
by  any  nation. 

The  in^rttnce  of  this  bill  is  further  enhanced 
by  the  unparalleled  excitement  it  has  produced  in 
every  section  of  the  Union ;  an  excitement  occa- 
sioned not  by  the  intrigues  of  political  leaders,  but 
arisinff  from  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  subject,  and 
Boaai&ted  by  the  spontaneous  expression  of  public 
feeling. 

These  considerations,  and  many  more  whidi 
might  be  mentioned,  dictate  the  poropriety  of  con- 
ducting this  discussion  in  that  spirit  of  temperance 
i^nd  fraternal  affection,  which  produced  the  adop- 
tion of  our  happy  Constitution  and  has  exalted  this 
Union  te  its  present  elevation  among  the  nations 
of  the  euth.  For  myself  and  for  those  who  unite 
in  support  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I  solemnly 
disclaim  the  existence  of  a  feeling  unfriendly  to 
our  brethren  of  the  South.  On  mat  foundation 
can  such  a  suspicion  rest  ?  The  States  most  unan- 
imous in  support  of  this  amendment  are  those 
whoee  attachment  to  the  National  Administration 
for  the  last  nineteen  years  has  been  the  most  uni- 
fonmu  In  all  the  contests  of  party  strife  wych 
during  that  time  have  agitated  the  Anuericaaifam* 
ily,  we  have  zealously  supported  th«ir  principles 
and  their  men.  We  have  stood  side  by  side  ad- 
Yocatiiig  the  same  systetoi  of  national  policy  and 
maintaining  the  same  creed  of  political  &kh.  We 
have  rejoiced  in  their  fortunes  and  honored  their 

^  valor*    We  still  cherish,  towards  thmn  like  senti- 

'  ments  of  kutdness  and  esteem. 


We  also  diA^laiin  any  wish  to  alter  the  basis  of 
compromise  on  which  the  Federal  Constitution 
was  founded.  "  The  spirit  of  amity  and  mutual 
concession"  displayed  in  its  formation  and  adcnh 
tion  is  equally  essential  to  its  preservation.  The 
b<Mid  has  been  executed^  and  we  will  £eikhfiiliy 
perform  all  its  conditions ;  we  yield,  without  grudg- 
ing, to  the  slaveholding  States  all  the  political 
advantages,  they  have  a  right  to  demand.  If  the 
weight  and  influence  of  the  South  be  increased  by 
thejrepresentation  of  what  they  consider  a  pert  ol 
their  property,  we  4o  not  wish  to  diminish  them. 
The  right  by  which  this  property  is  held  is  not 
derived  from  the  Federal  Constitution ;  we  have 
neither  inclination  nor  power  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  of  existing  States  in  this  particular.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  not  only  a  right  to  reeiaim 
their  fugitives  wherever  found,  but,  in  the  event 
of  "domestic  violence,"  (which  may  God  in  his 
mercy  forever  avert !)  the  whole  strength  of  the 
nation  is  bound  to  be  exerted,  if  needful,  in  redn- 
cin|;  it  to  subjection.  While  we  recofipiise  these 
oUigations,  and  WUl  never  foil  to  perform  them, 
we  ask  in  return  that  a  system  of  policy  may  not 
be  pursued  inevitably  leading  to  the  imposition  of 
new  and  unreasonable  burdens,  which  were  nerer 
contemplated  when  the  compromise  was  made. 

We  equally  disclaim  all  desire  to  restrict  the 
emi^tion  of  the  South^  or  to  deny  to  it  an  equal 
participation  of  territorial  benefits.  We  bought 
the  soil  and  sovereignty  together.  We  paid  for  it, 
not  "with  the  money  of  Virginia,"  but  with  the 
treasure  of  the  Union.  When  we  sell  the  soil 
every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  to  purchase^  The 
proceeds  of  sale  belong  to  no  State,  but  to  the  na- 
tion. The  powers  of  soverei^ty  over  the  terri- 
tory ought  to  be  exercised,  not  on  the  pnnciples  of 
Virginia  or  Massachusetts,  but  upon  those  of  the 
United  States.  Is  this  doctrine  unreasonable? 
Does  it  justify  the  imputation  charged  upon  its 
advocates  by  a  gentleaian  of  Virginia,  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph,) that  we  consider  the  emigrants  of  the 
South  "a  degraded  caste?"  In  what  part  of  thb 
country  have  such  opinions  been  maintained? 
Truth  answers,  nowhere.  Wherever  emigrants 
from  the  South  have  settled,  they  have  largely 
shored  in  the  honors  of  their  adopted  States.  Dis- 
tinguished examples  miffht  easily  be  mentioned 
even  in  the  old  States.  Bat  in  the  new,  in  those 
emecially  north  of  the  Ohio,  where  the  prineifde 
of  the  amendment  was  early  established,  and  has 
been  faithfully  maintained,  what  is  the  fact  ?  Have 
Southern  emigrants  been  there  considered  a  de- 
sraded  caste?  Whence  came  their  Grovemors, 
Judges,  and  Secretaries  ?  Whence  their  present 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress  ?  Are 
not  tihese  States,  and  especially  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois, indebted,  not  only  to  the  South,  but  chkfty 
to  one  section  of  the  South,  for  a  principal  sJmr 
of  that  talent  and  ability  which  now  reprewnt 
thar  wishes  and  interests  m  our  national  councib? 

Mr.  Chairman,  cannot  the  amendment  be^sup^ 
ported  upon  pdncipies  very  diflfere&t  in  their  char- 
acter from  those  wi^  which  we  are  unjustly 
charged  by  its  enemies?  Is  it  difficult  for  thoee 
who  admit  slavery  to  be  a  malignant  poisoo,  to 
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believe  that  we  consider,  itessential  to  the^prosper- 
itj  of  Missouri  that  this  poisoa  shall  not  be  infused 
ikto  her  civil  institutions  ?    And  are  not  we  as 
much  bound  in  our  legislation  to  regard  her  wel- 
fiire  as  if  we  were  elected  by  her  people  1    In  ex- 
ercising this  trust,  we  ought  to  consider,  not  only 
y       her  present,  but  her  future  advantage.    The  pres- 
.        ent  generation  is  not  alone,  nor  even  principally 
interested  in  the  question  before  us.    If  the  age  of 
,        States  were  limited  to  the  period  oi  human  life, 
this  subject  would  be  comparatively  of  little  im- 
\        portance.    But  when  all  the  inhabitants  who  ate 
r        now  en^^aged  in  the  business  of  the  Territory  shall 
\        aleq;i  with  their  fathers,  it  scarcely  will  have  com- 
1        menced  its  political  existence.     The  statesman 
,        whose  views  look  not  to  the  future,  is  unworthy 
,        the  confidence  of  the  American  people.   It  depends 
upon  us,  in  no  small  degree,  whether  fifty  years 
hence,  the  counties  of  Missouri  shall  be  cultivated 
likeUie  garden  of  Pennsylvania,  supporting  a  pop- 
ulation of  industriotts  freemen,  anu  contributing 
largely  to  the  natiottal  wealth,  or  whether  they 
shul  exhibit  the  cheerless  spectacle  presented  to 
our  view  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  District — 
whether  her  jxurtioiuess  sons  shall  hereafter  be- 
come companions  of  plantation  negroes,  or.  the 
independent  cultivators  o£  their  own  fields.    If 
improved  lands  be  more  valuable  to  a  State  than 
barren  wastes ;  if  a  compact  population  be  more 
valuable  than  that  which  is  dispersed ;  if  a  popu- 
lation 6f  freemen  be  better  than  hcnrdes  of  slaves, 
we  cannot  hesitate  in  deciding  what  is  required 
by  the  interest  of  the  Territory. 

Is  not  the  amendment  necessary  also  to  the  wel- 
&Te  of  the  middling  class  of  enugrants  throughout 
the  Union  ?  Can  they  flourish  in  a  country  of 
slaves  ?  In  civilized  society,  the  persons  eagafied 
in  mechanical  arts  constitute  no  inconstderaole 
portion  of  its  members.  But,  if  information  de- 
rived from  the  old  slaveholdinff  States  be  credited, 
that  class  of  their  free  population  is  constantly 
diminishing.  Those  arts  have  been  taught  to 
their  slaves^  who  now  peribrm  the  business  in 
which  free  citizens  were  formerly  employed.  That 

ert  of  society  whose  physical  pow«r  rehires  to 
atrengthened,  is  thus  diminished,  and  the  me- 
chanic is  compelled  to  abandon  his  home,  and 
search  for  employment  in  a  distant  land. 

The  admission  of  Missouri,  without  a  restric- 
tkm  against  slavery,  \s  opposed  bjr  a  majority  of 
the  States  in  the  Union.  These  States^  it  is  true, 
have  parted  with  the  ^ower  of  legislating  on  the 
sulgect ;  but,  ought  not  their  judgment  and  wishea 
to  be  respected  ?  In  business  partnerships,  what 
Vould  wisdom  dictate  in  such  a  case  ?  AUhoogh 
its  managers  or  ^agents  micht  hav«  power  to  lui- 
mtt  new  members,  would  they  be  wise  to  exercise 
it  in  a  manner  hostile  to  the  Jcttown  opinions  of  a 
majority  of  those,  both  in  number  and  amount, 
interested  in  the  ooncern  ?  What  conseqnencce 
would  be  likely  to  foUow  such  proceedings,  even 
tf  the  managers  should  be  able,  by  the  means  of 
votes  thus  aequired,  to  retain  their  pkoes,  and 
oontvoi  the  interests  of  the  original  paitnen? 
Could  the  conceal  flourish?  WoiU  not  cooten^ 
tien  and  distaHt  una voidaUy  ensuB  ?  And  is  hav- 


mony  less  desirable  in  a  confederacy  of  States, 
than  in  the  little  concerns.  o(  mercantile  prgfit  ? 

The  adoption  of  the  amendnitent  is  nec^iry  to 
retard  the  growth  of  that  slaveholdinff  spirit  which 
appears  to  gain  ^ound  in  the  United  States. 
Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  abolition  and 
colonization  societies,  in  various  parts  of  the  Union, 
it  is  feared  and  believed  that  pubhc  sentiment  in  the 
West  is  becoming  less  unfriendly  to  slavery  than 
it  formerly  was ;  no  new  State  has  been  admitted 
into  the  Union  since  1791,  which  has  not  estab- 
lished slavery  by  law,  unless  prohibited  by  Con- 
gress. Alabama,  the  last  State  admitted,  has  not 
left  it  to  the  regulation  of  law,  but  has  protected 
it  by  a  Constitutional  provision.  In  1792,  when 
Kentucky  was  admitted,  a  powerful  combination 
of  talent  and  influence  was  exerted  in  favor  of 
the  gradual  emancipation  of  Jier  slaves.  Who 
were  then  the  zealous  supporter^  of  freedom  in 
Kentucky  1  The  history  of  their  efibrts  and  the 
cause  of  their  failure,  are  well  known  to  some 
honorable  members  of  this  Committee  from  that 
State.  Unfortunately  their  efibrts  did  not  succeed. 
But,  even  an  attempt  to  stop  the  progress  of  slavery 
in  the  West,  though  successful,  was  no  small 
honor.  It  evinced  an  elevation  of  mind,  a  mag- 
nanimity of  purpose,  to  which  the  citizens  of  no 
new  State  have  since  attained.  Some  old  States 
have  accomplished,  for  themselves,  the  objects  of 
the  Kentucky  emancipators ;  but  it  has  been  done 
in  latitude  only  where  cotton  could  not  be  grown,, 
and  where  the  value  of  slaves  was,  on  that  account^ 
comparatively  small.  The  increase  of  a  slave- 
holding  spirit  appears,  not  only  from  these  facts, 
but  also  from  the  manner  in  which  the  ordinance 
of  1787  is  treated,  both  in  Couffress  and  out  of  it. 
That  ordinance  was  passed  by  the  unanimous  vote 
of  all  the  States.  I  nave  the  authority  of  an  hon- 
oraUe  Representative  from  Virginia,  when  I  say, 
that  its  sixth  article,  which  prohibits  slavery,  was 
proposed  by  a  dele^te  of  that  State.  Its  eniK^t- 
ment  was  then  considered  by  aU  the  States,  as 
well  slaveholding  as  non-slaveholding,  not  only 
within  the  legitimate  powers  of  Congress,  but  es- 
pecially necommended  by  considecations  of  public 
poUcy.  Is  this  sentiment  still  maintained  ?  No, 
sir,  it  is  not ;  public  journals,  conducted  under  the 
patronage  of  high  authority,  denounce  it ;  distin- 
guished statesmen,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
IMTOclaim  it  an  instance  of  rank  usurpation ;  and 
a  Legislative  Assembly  of  ond  State,  at  least*  have 
threcSened  resistance  if  Coamss  shall  apply  the 
same  principle  to  Missouri.  It  is  not  my  jmrpose  to 
declaim  against  these  proceedings ;  I  mention  them 
only  in  proof  of  my  proposition,  that  a  slavehold- 
ing spint  is  gaining  ground  in  tne  Uadoti* 

But,  however  necessary  the  adoption  of  the 
amendokent  nuiy  be  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
Territory  ^  however  calculated  to  better  the  con- 
dition ot  mechanics  and  laborers;  however  essen- 
tial to  the  preservation  of  existing  State  rights ; 
and  howtttrer  much  demanded  to  check  the  per- 
vading influence  of  slaveholding  principles,  it 
ought  not  to  be  supported,  unless  m  pursuance  of 
some  power  clearly  ddegated  to  Coaoress.  In 
my  judgment,  the  poww  may  be  derived  ffon 
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tiiose  grants  in  die  ConstiUition  which  authorize 
Congre^  ^^to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needfiil 
rales  and  regulations  respecting  the  territor^r  of 
the  United  States ;"  '^  to  admit  new  States  into 
the  Union ;"  and  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry^  that  power  into  effect ;  and,  also, 
from  the  right  of  sovereignty^  over  the  Territory, 
acquired  by  the  treaty  with  France,  of  April  30, 
1803. 

In  regard  to  the  first  proposition,  we  obsenre, 
that  much  confusion  and  error  has  arisen,  from 
representing  Missouri  as  now  entitled  to  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  a  State.  Nothing  can  be  more 
deceptive  than  arguments  founded  on  that  hypo- 
thesis. Until  it  shall  have  formed  a  constitution, 
and  that  constitution  shall  have  been  sanctioned 
by  Congress,  and  an  act  of  admission  passed,  it 
remains  a  Territory.  It  is  entitled  to  no  Federal 
power.  This  bill  proposes,  on  the  conditions 
therein  contained,  to  grant  to  the  people  of  a  Ter- 
ritory permission  to  do  certain  acts,  which  thtf 
now  are  unable  to  perform.  The  power  exercised 
in  fixing  these  conditions  is,  that  of  making  rules 
and  rej^ations  respecting  the  Territory — it  is 
legislation  for  the  Territory.  Several  sections  of 
tl:^  original  bill,  as  reported  by  the  delegate  from 
Missouri,  propose  an  exercise  on  the  part  of  Con- 
greas  of  a  sovereignty  quite  as  extensive  as  that 
claimed  by  the  amendment.  The  bill  denies  to 
the  people  of  the  Territory  the  privilege  of  deter- 
mining the  extent  or  boundaries  of  the  proposed 
State.  It  establishes  boundaries  widely  difiering 
from  those  petitioned  for  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Territory.  It  refuses  to  them  an  extensive  tract 
of  land  which  they  ask  to  have  incorporated  into 
their  limits,  and  gives  them  a  tract  which  they  do 
not  want ;  and  the  privilege  of  admission  into  the 
Union  is  granted  only  on  this  condition,  among 
others,  that  the  Territory  shall  ratify  the  bounda- 
ries in  the  bill. 

Neither  the  qualifications  of  electors  to  vote  for 
the  convention  to  form  the  constitution,  nor  the 
number  of  its  members,  nor  the  apportionment  of 
them  among  the  several  counties,  nor  the  time  of 
holding  the  election,  nor  of  the  meeting  of  the  con- 
vention, are  confided  to  the  determination  of  the 
Territory.  Are  not  some  of  these  reffulations 
very  imporUnt,  calculated  to  have  great  influence 
on  the<Miaracter  of  the  constitution  to  be  formed  ? 
But  all  admit  the  right  of  Congress  to  establish 
them.  Certain  conditions  are  also  prescribed, 
without  assenting  to  which  the  Territory  cannot 
b6  admitted  as  a  State,  and  by  assenting  to  which 
she  will  be  deprived  of  powers  enjoyed  by  other 
States.  Among  these  are  the  following:  "No 
'  tax  shall  be  imposed  on  lands  the  property  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  in  no  case  shall  non- 
'  resident  propnetors  be  taxed  hiaher  than  resi- 
*  dents.''  The  right  to  prescribe  these  conditions, 
is  not  denied. 

But  by  what  provision  of  the  Constitution  is 
that  right  conferred  which  does  not  equally  apply 
to  the  amendment  in  question?  The  {dam  truth 
is,  that  a  law  authorizing  the  people  of  a  territory 
to  form  a  constitntioB  and  State  government  par- 
takes of  the  natiire  of  propositioas  to  form  wilh 


them  a  treaty  or  compact.  The'  citizens  of  Mis- 
souri have  certain  rights^  of  wiiich  Congress  can- 
not deprive  them.  The  following  are  examples: 
a  right  of  protection  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion ;  a  right  of  trial  by 
jury ;  of  the  writ  of  hab^  corpus ;  of  freedom 
of  speech  and  a  free  press ;  of  petitioning  Gk>vem- 
ment  for  a  redress  of  grievances;  of  keeping  and 
bearing  arms;  of  security  in  their  persons,  hooaei, 
papers,  and  efiects,  against  unreasonable  searebes 
and  seizures;  and  many  more  that  mi^t  be  men- 
tioned. Posseting  thc^  rights,  of  which  we  can- 
not deprive  them,  they  petition  for  a  grant  of  oth- 
ers. In  deciding  on  their  application,^  we  are  bound 
to  consider  the  subject  in  relation  to  the  general 
welfare,  embracing  that  of  the  particular  territory. 
We  grant  the  application  upon  specified  condi- 
tions, not  inconsistent  with  the  prmciples  of  the 
Constitution.  The  pec^e  of  the  Territory  examine 
these  conditions  and  decide  thereon ;  if  approrvedv 
they  ratify  the  treaty,  and  succeed  to  its  advan- 
tajB^es;  if  rejected,  they  continue  in  the  eajoyment 
of^all  the  rights  previously  possessed.  We  daioi 
no  authority  to  form  a  State  government  for  Mis- 
souri, to  compel  her  to  accq>t  it,  and  come  into 
the  Union,  but  we  do  ^^laim  the  right*  which  bma 
ever  been  exercised,  of  making  her  admission  de- 
pend upon  just  and  reasonabte  conditions,  in  the 
acceptance  or  rejection  of  which  she  acts  with  e^ 
tire  freedom. 

Congress  may  admit  new  States  into  the  Union. 
Congress  also  may  declare  war,  and  may  borrow 
money.  These  acts  are  alike  to  beperfonned  when 
required  by  the  general  welfare.  The  Constitution 
imposes  upon  Congress  no  obligation  to  admit  new 
States.  It  permits  none  to  demand  admission.  It 
authorizes  no  member  of  the  Confederacy  to  re- 
quire such  admission.  The  President  and  Senate 
cannot,  by  treaty,  admit  a  State  into  the  Union ; 
nor  can  tney  impose  on  Congress  tn  obligation  to 
do  it.  The  admission  of  Louisttna,  vrnich  was 
part  of  the  same  territory  with  Missouri,  was  not 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  n^ht;  it  was  solicited  asa 
favor.  The  propriety  of  imposing  conditiona  was 
not  questioned.  It  was  then  th(Ki||[ht  reasonable 
and  Constituticmal,  too,  that  a  political  as  well  m 
every  other  society  should  prescribe  the  time,  man- 
ner, and  conditions  of  obtaining  the  privilege  of 
membership,  That  the  power  of  admitting  new 
States  and  making  the  laws  necessary  and  proper 
therefor,  give  the  right  for  which  we  contend,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  and  natural  interpretation  of 
language,  appears  to  me  too  evident  to  need  farther 
illustration. 

By  the  treatv  with  France,  Con^pess  acquired 
"an  incontestaue  titk  to  the  domain  and  possea- 
'  sion  of  the  ceded  territory  in  fufi  sovereignty, 
'with  all  its  rights  and  appurtenanoes."  The 
only  limitation  on  the  exercise  of  this  sovcreigmty, 
must  be  foimd  in  the  Constitntion.  The  sorer- 
eignty  is  general,  but  must  be  exerted  in  a  manner 
consistent  with  the  principles  of  our  National 
Government.  It,  thenfbre,  becomes  important  ta 
ascertain  what  these  principles  are,  in  raation  lo 
the  amendment  on  your  taUe.  In  other  woidi^  is 
the  power  of  holding  slarci  a  federal  rightt    In 
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discussing  this  question,  we  ou£[ht  carefully  to  dis- 
tinguish between  the  principles  of  the  Uniked 
States'  Govemment  andthoseof  particular  States. 
The  doctrines  of  New  Hampshire  and  of  Georgia 
in  regard  to  slavery,  are  diametrically  opposite, 
and  cannot  l^th  be  the  doctrines  of  the  United 
States.  The  Federal  Government  is  as  distinct 
from  each  of  these,  as  they  are  from  each  other. 
All  these  rightfully  exercise  a  limited  sov^rei^ty 
in  their  proper  spheres.  We  further  premise,  that, 
in  a  confederacy  like  ours,  the  principles  of  a  dom- 
inant State  naturally  acquire  a  currency  and  an 
artificial  value  from  their  connexion  with  honor 
and  power.  It  is  evident  enough,  that  the  United 
States'.  Government  does  not  bdouff  to  Virginia, 
any  more  than  to  Ohio.  It  nevertheless  may  be 
quite  Virginian.  Indeed  we  were  told,  but  a  few 
days  since,  that  we  arc  indebted  for  the  territory 
in  <^uestion  to  the  wisdom  and  to  the  cash  of  Vir- 
ginia. [Mr.  Randolph'  rose  and  said,  that  if  the 
ffentleman  from  New  York  quoted  him,  he  hoped 
Ee  would  not  misquote  him.  He  had  used  neither 
the  word  wisdom  or  cash.]  Mr.  Taylor  replied, 
that  words  were  only  useful  as  a  means  of  com- 
municating ideas.  The  ^ntleman  from  Virginia 
may  have  used  sagacity  mstead  of  wisdom,  and 
treasure,  wealth,  or  money,  instead  of  cash.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  susJceshis  head.  I. can- 
not have  mistaken  the  sentiment.  His  expres- 
sions, as  usual,  were  very  clear  and  distinct.  But 
it  is  not  material.  The  political  sagacity  of  Vir- 
ginia is  unimpeached.  She  has  manifested  it  in 
manv  respects,  and  in  none  more  than  in  the  abil- 
ity sne  displays  on  thb  floor.  She  selects  for  Con- 
gress her  ablest  sons.  She  reposes  in  them  a  lib- 
eral confidence.  While  faithful  to  her  interests,  she 
continues  $hem  in  her  employment,  thereby  ena- 
bUng  them  to  honor  the  nation  and  serve  the  State. 
She  instructs  them  not  to  waste  their  strength  at 
home,  in  petty  warfare,  in  scuffles  for  office,  and 
in  the  gratification  of  private  resentments*  She 
points  to  the  prize  of  high  ambition,  and  bids  them 
secure  it.  They  obey  her  mandate.  If  they  stum- 
ble, she  upholds  them.  If  they  iall,  she  raises 
them.  If  they  wander,  she  reclaims  them.  She 
publishes  their  virtues,  and  covers  their  errors  with 
a  mantle  of  charity.  How  unlike  is  Virginia  in 
all  theae  respects,  to  some  of  her  sisters !  She  has 
set  before  them  an  example,  which,  failinff  to  im- 
itate^ their  complaints  of  her  influence  wiU  remain 
unavailing.  And,  is  there  less  danger  that  the 
priacij^es  of  Virginia,  in  regard  to  slavery,  will 
acquire  popularity,  and  ultimately  pass  for  those 
of  the  natioik,  hecanae  she  is  wise  in  her  policy 
mnd  maintains  her  consequence  in  every  depart- 
ment of  your  Government  ?  But  let  us  examine 
what  arethei^nciples  on  which  the  United  States 
Government  is  founded.  Do  they  justify  slavery  ? 
I  answer,  they  do  not.  Congress,  within  its  sov- 
ereignty, has  constantly  eiMeavored  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  slavery,  and  has  maintained  the 
doctrine  "that  all  men  are  bom  equally  free." 
But  has  disclaimed,  and  continues  to  disclaim, 
any  right  to  enforce  this  doctrine  upon  State 
sovereignties. 
The  first  truth  declared  by  this  nation,  at  the 


era  of  its  independence,  was,  "  that  all  men  are 
^  created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
'Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that 
'  among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of 
'  happiness." 

Are  we  willing  to  pronounce  this  declaration, 
for  the  support  ol  which  the  Fathers  ef  our  Rev- 
olution pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes,  a  flagrant 
falsehood  1  Was^this  declaration  a  solenm  mock- 
ery ?  Did  such  men  as  Jefierson,  Adams,  Frank- 
lin, Sherman,  and  Livingston,  proclaim  to  the 
world,  as  self-evident  truth,  doctrines  they  did  not 
believe  ?  Did  they  lay  the  foundation  of  this  in- 
fant Republic  in  fraud  and  hypocrisy  ?  The  sup- 
position is  incredible.  These  men  composed  the 
committee  which  reported  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence. Four  of  them  were  delegates  from 
Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania,  Connecticut  and 
New  York.  They  expressed  the  opinions  of  the 
States  they  representea.  The  sentiments  of  their 
chairman  on  this  interesting  subject  are  not  con- 
tained in  the  declaration  slone.  If  further  evi- 
dence be  required  as  to  his  opinions,  it  is  abun- 
dantly furnished  in  his  "  Notes  on  Virginia."  His 
denunciation  of  slavery  is  there  expressed  in  lan- 
^age  too  distinct  to  be  misunderstood.  Its  injus- 
tice is  portrayed  in  flowing  colors,  and  its  evib 
described  with  irresistible  eloquence.  WhDe  books 
are  read,  or  truth  revered,  his  sentiments  on  this 
subject  will  insure  to  their  author  unfading  honor. 

In  1784,  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
right  and  title  to  the  Northwest  Territory,  on  con- 
dition "  that  the  States  there  to  be  formed  should 
'  be  admitted  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  hav- 
'  ma  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  ^d 
'  independence,  as  the  other  States j'  In  July, 
1787,  an  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  govemment 
of  the  Territory,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the 
States,  of  whioh  the  following  is  an  extract : 

**  Atad  for  extending  the  fundamentsl  principles  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  where- 
on these  republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions  are 
erected ;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the 
basis  for  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governmeais, 
which,  forever  herealier,  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
Territory;  to  provide,  also,  for  the 'establishment  of 
States  and  permanent  government  therein^  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal  Councils,  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as  early 
periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest : 
It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  following  articles  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said  Territory,  and 
fynmt  remain  inalterable,  unless  by  common  consent, 
to  wit:" 

**  A&TicLB  6.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  said  Tefritovy,  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party 
shall  have  been  duly  convicted :  Provided  alwayt^  That 
any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  labor 
or  service  is  lawfally  claimed  in  any  one  of  the  origi- 
nal States,  such  fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclainuid  and 
conveyed  to  the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or 
service  as  aforesa£i." 

Thb  ordinance  was  passed  for  the  government 
not  of  a  part,  but  of  every  foot  of  the  territories  of 
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the  United  States ;  not  extorted  by  compromise, 
and  considered  a  hard  bargain,  but  e^^ressiTeof 
tbe  spirit  of  freedom  which  then  prevailed.  It  is 
an  imperishable  monument  of  glory  and  renown 
to  its  framers.  They  sacrificed  prejudice  on  the 
altar  of  country.  Avarice  found  no  place  in  their 
bosoms.  Disinterested  and  magnanimous  were 
their  aeti^  and  the  blessinss  of  posterity  will  em- 
balm thetr  memories.  Their  names  will  be  en- 
mved  on  columns  of  marble,  and  preserved  in  the 
Stfislative  hall  of  every  State  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.  No  American  statesman  was  then  found 
hardy  enough  to  maintain  the  antiirepublican  doc- 
trine that  man  cannot  be  free  without  possessing 
a  power  to  enslave  his  fellow^man. 

This  ordinance  is  important,  also,  in  another 
respect.  It  shows  that,  m  1787,  Virginia  did  not 
consider  that  the  Sta'tes  to  which  its  sixth  article 
should  be  applied,  would  be  deprived  of  the  same 
li^ts  of  sovereignty^  freedom,  and  independenoe, 
as  the  other  States."  The  amendment  on  your 
table  b  copied  from  that  article,  and  a  proviso 
added  to  prevent  its  application  to  persons  now 
held  to  service  in  the  Territory.  The  date,  also, 
of  this  ordinance  is  worthy  of  remark.  It  was 
passed  in  July.  The  convention  which  formed 
the  Federal  Constitution  was  then  in  session.  The 
nembers  had  the  ordinance  before  them.  They 
saw  the  rotes  and  regulations  which  Congress  had 
established  for  the  government  of  ail  the  territory 
of  the  United  States.  Judging  therebv,  th^y  could 
not  have  thought  it  necessary  to  ^uara  against  the 
extension  of  sutvery  by  a  Constttutional  prohibi- 
tion. They,  therefore,  two  months  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  ordinaooeu  confide  to  Congress  an  un- 
lioftiled  poioer  of  making  ^  all  needful  rules  and 
vegulations  respecting  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.'^ 

The  ordinance  also  illustrates  the  import  of  the 
following  clause  in  the  Constitution  : 

"  The  migrstion  or  importstion  of  such  pertont  ts 
sny  of  the  iHstes  now  existing  shftll  think  proper  to 
admit,  thsU  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to 
the  yesr  1808  ;  but  a  t«x  or  doty  may  be  imposed  on 
such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
person." 

This  provision  has  given  ffreat  trouble  to  the 
opponents  of  restriction  on  slavery.  The  extra- 
ordinary constructions  to  which  they  have  resorted 
furnish  of  this  fact  conclusive  evidence.  That 
^03Aigration  and  importation  do  not  mean  the  same 
thinff  is  evident,  because  a  tax  may  be  imposed  on 
t^  latter,  but  not  on  the  former.  Imiportation  im- 
plies the  bringing  into  this  country  from  abroad, 
either  by  land  or  by  water ;  migration,  the  moving 
within  It  from  one  State  or  Territory  to  another. 
This  moving  may  be  either  voluntary  or  by  con* 
stratnt.  It  applies  to  all  subfeets  capable  or  loco- 
motion. Slaves  may  be  said  to  migrate  or  more 
with  their  masters,  as  well  as  soldiers  with  their 
officers.  The  word  migraJtUm  was  not  intended  to 
apply  to  citizens,  because  the  Constitution  declares 
that  ^  the  citizens  of  each  State  shaU  be  entitled 
to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  severtd  States.*^'  It.  therefofe,  must  have  re* 
kted  to  a  class  of  population  who  were  not  citi* 


zens.  A  more  particular  designation  cannot  be 
necessary.  The^power  of  Congress  to  prohibit 
the  movmg  of  "  such  persons"  into  Territories  and 
into  States  which  did  not  think  proper  to  admit 
them  has  never  been  denied,  and,  m  foct,  was 
rijphtfuUy  exercised  before  the  year  1806.  Some 
of  the  instances  shall  be  painted  oilt  before  I  sit 
down. 

The  Constitutional  provision  which  requires 
that  per8k>ns  hdd  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
and  escaping  into  another,  shall  be  ddivered  up, 
gives  no  sanction  to  davery.  That  proriston 
would-  have  been  proper  to  protect  the  rights  of 
masters  over  their  apprentices  and  bound  servants, 
even  if  shivery  did  not  exist.  Tbe  Constitution 
was  formed,  among  other  objects,  for  the  purpose 
of  "  insurinj^  domestic  tranquillity."  No  power  to 
interfere  with  the  htws  of  an  existing  Stat&  on 
thesubje(H  of  slavery,  having  been  granted  to  Con- 
gress, all  interference  is  denied  to  oth^  States. 

In  1789,  the  first  Congress  met  under  the  Con- 
stitution, and  passed  a  law  recognising  the  ordi- 
nance 01 1787. 

In  1790,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United 
States  that  part  of  her  territory  which  now  oom- 
poees  the  State  of  Tennessee.  Knowing  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  United  States  Government  to  be  hos- 
tile to  slavery,  she  made  the  grant  npon  expresa 
condition,  *'  that  no  regulation  made  or  to  be  made 
by  Congress  should  tend  to  emancipate  slavea." 
Does  not  this'  condition  most  clearly  show,  not 
only  what  North  Carolina  thought  m  regard  to 
the  power  of  Congress  in  this  partienlar,  but  mho 
of  the  manner  in  which  that  power  would  proba- 
bly be  exercised  unless  restrained  by  positive  stipu- 
lation? It  would  even  seem  to  nave  been  con- 
sidered, by  the  words  d  the  condition,  that  its 
introduction  was  necessary  to  prevent  tbe  then  ex- 
isting laws  of  the  Union  attaching  to  the  ceded 
territory,  and  liberating  the  slaves  uierein. 

In  1774,  fourteen  years  before  Congress  kad 
power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  shiTes 
into  such  States  of  the  Union  as  chose  to  admit 
them,  an  act  was  passed  to  prohibit  carrpng  on 
the  slave  trade  to  any  foreign  place  or  country. 
By  this  act  it  was  declared,  ^that  no  citizen  or 

*  citizens  of  the  Unit^  Stated,  or  foreigner,  or  any 

*  other  person  coming  into  or  residing  within  tlie 
^  same,  shall,  for  him^lf  or  any  other  person  wbom- 

<  soever,  either  as  master,  fiMstor,  or  owner,  boBd, 

<  fit,  enuip,  load,  or  otherwise  prepare^  any  ship  <»r 

<  veesel  within  any  port  or  ptaoe  or  the  United 
*'  States ;  nor  shall  cause  anv  ship  or  vessel  to  sail 

*  from  any  port  or  place  witnin  the  sune,  for  the 
'  purpose  of  carrying  on  any  trade  or  traffic  a 

*  slaves  to  any  foreign  country,  or  for  the  purpose 

*  of  procuring  from  any  forei^  kin^om,  putee^  or 
'  country,  the  inhabitants  of  such  kinpfdom,  pdaee, 
^  or  country,  to  be  transported  to  any  foreign  coon- 
'  trjr,  port,  or  place  whatever,  to  be  sold  or  ^lispoeed 

*  or  as  slaves."  This  act  was  enforced  by  rery 
sevete  penalties.  Under  its  operation  the  extra- 
oidinary  spectacle  was  exhibited,  of  tl»e  United 
States  Government  inflicting  exemplary  ponfaA- 
ment  on  its  citizens  for  transporting  dav«B  fiunn 
Africa  to  Cuba,  but  allowing,  as  lawful  eoaimerce, 
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their  transportation  from  Africa  to  South  Caro- 
lina. Congress  had  power  to  prohibit  the  former, 
and  it  was  exercised.  No  power  existed  to  pro- 
hibit the  latter,  because  the  States  reserved  to 
themselyes  thi^  branch  of  sovereignty  until  1808. 
We  saw  and  deplored  the  evil,  but  our  hands 
were  tied.  It  was  not  suffered  to  exist  a  single 
day  after  the  power  of  preventing  it  accrued. 
Congress  enforced  the  principle  of  this  Govern- 
ment, and  manifested  its  devotion  to  the  rights  of 
man,  by  passing  the  act  of  1794.  If  slavery  be 
sanctioned  by  these  principles^  why  was  that  act 
jMAsed  ?  It  proscribed  a  profitable  commerce ;  it 
dried  up  one  source  of  national  wealth,  and  was 
imfriendly  to  the  navigating  interest.  By  that 
commerce  no  hew  slaves  were  introduced  into  the 
Slates;  they  were  carried  to  foreign  countries, 
where  their  importation  was  sanctioned  by  law. 
and  thereby  the  balance  of  trade  was  rendered 
more  favorable  to  the  United  States.  Worldly 
wisdom  urged  much  in  its  favor ;  yet,  such  was 
our  condemnation  of  this  accursed  tramc-^o  hos- 
tile to  our  national  principles  was  it  considered  to 
make  merchandise  of  mai,  that  the  law  was  passed 
with  very  great  unanimity. 

In  17^,  the  Mississippi  Territory  was  claimed 
by  the  United  States  as  well  as  by  Georgia.  If 
it  belonged  to  the  latter,  the  power  of  Congress 
could  not  be  exerted  a^nst  the  importation  of 
slaves,  until  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years ;  but, 
such  was  the  solicitude  of  this  Government  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  of  slavery,  that  an  act  was  tnen 
passed,  declaring  *'  that  any  slave  imported  into 
*  the  Territory,  from  without  the  Limits  of  the 
^  United  States,  should  thereupon  be  entitled  to, 
^  and  receive  his  or  her  freedom." 

In  1802,  Congress  further  enforced  the  law 
against  the  slave  teade,  by  severe  penalties,  and 
recognised  the  prohibitory  acts  of  partictdar  States. 

In  1803,  Geor^  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
Mississippi  Temtory,  and,  to  prevent  the  applica- 
tion to  it  of  the  United  States  principles  in  regjard 
to  slavery,  the  articles  of  agreement  and  ces^on. 
which  provided  that  the  ceded  territory  shoula 
form  a  State,  and  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
the  conditions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  expressly 
excepted  that  article  which  forbids  slavery. 

In  1803,  Louisiana,  including  the  Territozv  of 
MissourL  was  purchased  from  France.  The  third 
18  the  only  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject before  us.  It  consists  of  three  parts:  first, 
^*  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  oe  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States.'* 
This  provision  was  to  be  executed  immediately. 
It  extended  to  all  the  inhabitants,  wherever  resi- 
dent, and  d^)ended  on  no  contingency.  Without 
it  they  might  have  cod  tinned  aliens,  and  have 
been  treated  like  the  inhabitants  of  a  conquered 
province.  The  obligation  imposed  by  this  clause 
was  discharged  by  (Jongress  in  passing  the  act  of 
1804^  erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and 
providing  for  the  temporary  government  thereof 
By  this  act  thev  were  incorporated  into  the  Union, 
and  the  laws  or  the  United  States  were  extended 
la  them ;  they  became  part  of  the  American  fam- 
ily, sv^ject  to  ito  rules  and  regulations,  and  bound 
16th  Con.  Ist  Sitt.— 31 


to  obey  its  authority.  Their  allegiance  was  trans- 
ferred from  France  to  the  United  States;  they 
were  obligated  to  support  our  Constitution  and 
obey  our  laws;  they  necessarily  acquired  some 
new  privileges,  and  lost  some  formerly  enjoyed ; 
for  example,  they  lost  the  privilege  of  employing 
ships  in  the  slave  trade — oiouying  foreign  slaves — 
of  punishing  heresy,  and,  in  short,  of  beinff  gov- 
erned by  the  colonial  laws  of  France;  and  3iey 
acquired  the  privilege  of  bein^  governed  by  the 
American  Congress  on  principles  of  freedom. 
These  consequences  necessarily  followed  their  in- 
corporation into  the  Union. 

The  second  clause  is  contingent,  and  requires 
that  the  inhabitants  "  shall  be  admitted,  as  soon 
as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fe^ 
era!  Constitution,  to  the  enjo^ent  of  all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States."  The  subject-matter  of  this 
clause  is  whabU<wl8y  not  territory.  In  aU  the  ces- 
sions of  territory  previously  acquired  by  Congress, 
a  provision  had  oeen  inserted  in  the  compacts, 
'^  tnat  the  territory  should  be  formed  into  a  State 
or  States."  These  compacts  had  been  made  by 
Congress,  which  had  power  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.  But  this  treaty  was  made  by  the 
President  and  Senate,  who  had  no  such  power.  It 
was  doubted  by  many  whether,  according  to  the 
]H'inciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  new  States 
could  be  erected  in  this  territory ;  and  it  was  un* 
certain  whether  the  existing  States  would  so  amend 
the  Constitution  as  to  confer  the  power.  But  if 
Congress,  had  the  power,  it  was  uncertain  when, 
and  on  what  conditions,  they  would  think  proper 
to  exercise  it ;  and.  until  the  general  welfare  of 
the  United  States  snould,  in  the  opinion  of  Con- 
fess, require  its  exercise,  it  was  not  possible  for 
them  to  be  admitted.  Moreover,  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities,  to  the  enioyment  of 
which  they  are  to  be  admitted,  are  tnose  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States.  The  power  of  holding 
slaves  is  no  right,  advantage,  or  immunity,  arising 
from  United  States  citizenship.  Whatever  those 
rights  are^  thev  must  be  uniform;  that  is,  United 
States  eitizensnip  confers  the  saine  ris^ts  in  New 
Hampshire  as  in  Kentucky.  If  in  Kentucky  it 
gives  the  power  of  holding  slaves,  by  virtue  of  it 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  may  hold  slaves  in 
New  Hampshire.  The  error  is  in  confounding 
the  rights  of  United  States  citizenship  with  those 
arising  under  the  laws  of  Kentucky.  Bv  the  ha- 
ter an  authority  to  hold  slaves  exists ;  by  tke  former 
it  does  not.  The  rights  of  United  SUtes  citizen- 
ship are  founded  on  the  Constitution ;  they  are 
paramount  to,  and  cannot  be  taken  away  or  affect- 
ed by  State  laws.  But  the  risht  of  holding;  slaves 
may  be  taken  away  by  State  laws ;  therefore  it  is 
not  a  right  of  United  Sutes  citizenship,  and  con- 
sequently was  not  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of 
this  territory  by  treaty. 

The  inhabitants  had  no  rig^ht  to  calculate  on  a 
power  of  holding  slaves.  Neither  the  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  nor  the  practice  of  the  Govern- 
ment, justified  that  expectation.  Congress  had 
allowed  slavery  to  exist  in  no  territory  where  its 
alloswance  had  not  been  made,  by  the  State  ceding 
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it,  an  express  condition  of  the  cession.  These  in- 
habitants could  not  reasonably  expect  greater 
rights  than  were  enjoyed  by  those  oi  the  original 
territory  of  the  United  Slates.  They  were  au- 
thorized to  expect  the  privilege  of  self-goremment, 
in  the  same  manner  as  it  bad  been  granted  to 
them ;  but,  like  them,  they  were  subject  to  the  de- 
termination of  Congress  as  to  time,  manner,  bound- 
aries, and  every  other  condition.  The  third  clause 
of  the  article  provides  "that  the  inhabitants,  in 
the  meantime,  shall  be  maintained  and  protected 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
and  the  religion  which  they  profess."  Without 
stopping  to  mquire  into  the  general  signification 
of  the  word  property^  I  take  it  for  granted  that  it 
does  not  include  the  future  generations  of  men  who 
may  be  born  in  the  territory ;  and  the  condition  of 
those  now  held  to  service  will  not  be  changed  by 
agreeing  to  the  amendment.  With  this  single  re- 
mark, I  proceed  to  observe,  that  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  property  cannot  mean  an  absolute  right  to 
use  it  without  control ;  nor,  that  the  control  shall 
be  exercised  in  the  same  manner  and  degree  that 
it  had  been  under  the  former  government.  If  this 
were  its  meaning,  and  the  treaty  be  considered  in 
the  nature  of  a  charter  of  rights  to  the  inhabit- 
ants, they  may  at  this  time  rightfully  carry  on  the 
slave  trade,  and  do  many  other  acts  prohioited  by 
law.  But  the  right  granted  freely  to  enjoy  their 
liberty,  property,  and  religion,  only  requires  that 
they  shall  be  protected  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same  manner  as 
the  liberty,  property,  and  religion  of  other  citizens, 
similarly  situated,  are  protected.  It  is  a  protec- 
tion according  to  the  principles  of  this,  and  not  of 
a  foreign  Government. 

The  act  of  1804,  to  which  I  have  already  ad* 
verted,  strongly  illustrates  the  solicitude  of  Con- 
gress to  prohibit  the  extension  of  slavery  even  in 
the  Orleans  territory.  It  fdrbade  the  introduction, 
first,  of  all  foreign  slaves j  secondly,  of  all  slaves 
brought  into  the  United  States  after  May  1.  1798, 
or  thereafter  to  be  imported ;  thirdly,  or  all  other 
slaves,  except  by  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
removing  into  the  territory  for  actual  settlement, 
and  bona  fide  owning  such  slaves.  All  slaves 
btought  into  the  territory  of  Orleans,  contrary  to 
these  provisions,  were  entitled  to  freedom,  and 
penalties  were  imposed  on  the  importers.  Con- 
gress could  not  endure  the  idea  tnat  even  New 
Orleans  should  become  a  market  for  the  sale  of 
human  flesh. 

The  residue  of  Louisiana  was  placed  under  the 
government  of  the  Governor  ana  Judges  of  Indi- 
ana^ where  slavery  was  forever  prohibited  by  the 
ordinance  of  1787.  It  was  believed  that  these  offi- 
cers would  apply  to  Missouri  the  same  principles 
of  gjovernment  on  which  they  were  bound  to  ad- 
minister that  of  Indiana.  Unnappily  for  ^lissouri, 
these  gentlemen  entertained  different  views,  and 
suffered  the  evil  to  increase,  without  an  effort  to 
retard  it.  The  subsequent  acts  in  regard  to  this 
Territory,  are  of  so  recent  a  date,  that  it  is  unne- 
cessary to  detail  their  provisions. 

The  contests  of  party  at  home,  and  the  ffreat 
national  questions  in  which  we  were  soon  involved 


with  foreign  Governments,  drew  the  attention  of 
Congress  from  this  particular  subject  It  now  ts 
brought  forward  at  a  time  when  political  animo- 
sities have  in  a  good  degree  subsided,  and  every 
circumstance  is  favorable  to  its  just  decision. 

The  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were 
admitted  into  the  Union  in  1802,  1816,  and  1818, 
and  the  restriction  against  slavery  was  applied, 
without  opposition,  to  all  of  them.  They  lormed 
their  constitutions  accordingly,  and  are  now  reap- 
ing the  rich  reward  of  civu  as  well  as  political 
fr^om. 

The  slave  trade  was  abolished  by  act  of  1907, 
to  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1808. 
being  the  earliest  day  on  which  Congress  could 
exercfee  that  power. 

In  this  manner  Congress  has  respected  the  rights 
of  man,  and  has  endeavored,  in  pursuance  of  the 
principles  of  the  United  States  Government,  to 
limit  tne  extension  of  slavery  as  much  as  possible. 

Many  important  considerations  relating  to  the 
general  welfare  are  intimately  connected  with  this 
subject.  To  a  few  of  these  I  shall  briefly  advert 
The  defence  of  our  country  emphatically  rests  on 
its  militia  force.  A  slave  population  contributes 
nothing  to  this  force,  and  occupies  the  place  which 
otherwise  would  be  filled  bv  a  brave  and  bardr 
yeomanry.  In  detailing  militia  f^om  the  several 
States  for  the  public  service,  the  quota  of  each  is 
ascertained,  not  by  its  political  power  or  represen- 
tation in  Congress,  but  by  its  militia  returns.  War 
may  be  made  by  the  representatives  of  a  minority 
of  those  who  are  obliged  to  risk  their  lives  in  iti 
support.  This  is  a  departure  frpm  that  principle 
of  tne  Constitution  which  establishes  a  proportion 
between  political  power  and  contribution  to  public 
burdens ;  a  departure  which,  in  operation,  has  been 
found  very  unequal,  but  of  whicn  we  do  not  com- 
plain in  relation  to  existing  States.  It  is  one  con- 
dition of  the  compact  between  Us,  and  we  are  wil- 
ling to  fulfil  it ;  but  we  are  not  wiUiog  to  aggravate 
the  inequality. 

By  the  extension  of  slavery  the  contribation  of 
money,  as  well  as  of  men.  is  rendered  more  unfa- 
vorable to  the  non-slavenolding  States.  If  our 
revenues  were  raised  by  direct  taxation,  the  ine- 
quality would  not  be  very  great.  But,  of  the  nul- 
Rons  which  have  passed  through  the  United  States 
Treasury,  how  small  a  portion  has  been  derived 
from  that  source !  Nearly  the  whole  amount  has 
been  levied  by  duties  on  importation.  We  have 
paid  it  in  the  price  of  our  coffee,  tea,  su^r,  and 
almost  every  other  article  of  foreign  mercnandise. 
These  articles  are  extensively  used,  and  many  of 
them  considered  tiecessaries  of  life  by  all  classes 
of  citizens  in  the  non-slaveholdbg  States,  while 
their  consumption  is  very  limited  among  daves. 
We  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  present  rev- 
enue system  will  soon  be  superseded  by  that  of  di- 
rect taxation ;  and.  while  it  continues,  our  contri- 
bution to  the  public  Treasury  will  ever  remain 
greatly  disproportionate  to  our  political  power  in 
the  Federal  Gfovemment. 

I  have  no  desire  to  magnify  the  danger  of  insur- 
rection in  the  slaveholdin|r  States.  I  hope  it  no 
where  exists,  or,  at  most,  m  a  very  limited  degree. 
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InfonnatioD  deriyed  from  honorable  members  of 
this  Committee  confirm  my  belief  that  such  is 
generally  the  case.  I  have  listened  with  pleasure 
to  the  recital  of  examples  of  the  unconquerable  at- 
tachment, fidelity,  and  devotion  of  slaves  to  their 
masters.  Some  of  these  instances  have  evinced  a 
magnanimity  which  would  have  done  honor  to 
the  oest  days  of  chivalric  heroism.  They  are  alike 
honorable  to  master  and  slave.  But  these  exam- 
ples are  of  rare  occurrence.  That  some  danger 
exists,  is  not  denied ;  it  is  admitted  by  all.  What* 
ever  it  may  be,  I  am  unwilling  to  entail  it  upon 
the  inhabitants  of  the  West,  and  with  it  the 
obligation  of  protecting  them  against  ^  domestic 
violence." 

The  strength  of  this  nation  chieflj  consists  in 
its  moral  power.  The  foundation  of  this  is  laid 
in  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people.  A 
wise  Adminbtration  will  always,  and  espedaUv 
in  perilous  times,  receive  the  support  of  sucn 
a  people.  As  difficulties  thicken,  and  dangers 
threaten,  they  will  put  forth  their  strength.  Be- 
ing capable  of  understanding  the  necessity  of 
great  sacrifices,  they  will  make  them  with  cheer- 
fulness, and  will  march  to  victory.  But  this  moral 
power  of  a  nation  does  not  consist  solely  nor  chiefly 
in  the  distinguished  science  of  her  favored  sons — 
the  rich  and  noUe  few — but  in  the  information 
and  integrity  of  her  yeomanry,  her  farmers,  me- 
chanics, and  laborers.  These,  in  a  Government 
like  ourk  possess  as  well  the  moral  power  as  the 
bone  and  sinew  of  the  country.  If  a  large  portion 
of  these  be  slaves,  that  power  is  not  only  impaired, 
but  physical  debility  occupies  its  place. 

Tne  peculiar  situation  of  this  Territory  requires 
it  to  become  a  strong  frontier.  Lying  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  Indians, 
approaching;  the  neighborhood  of  a  country  which 
soon  may  become  a  rich  and  jealous  nval,  we 
ouffht  not  to  weaken  it  with  a  slave  population. 

The  representation  in  Congress  allowed  for 
slaves,  as  1  have  before  said,  was  matter  of  com- 
promise. The  extent  of  this  concession  was  sup- 
posed to  be  seen  and  clearly  understood.  It  was 
believed  that  it  could  not  be  carriea  beyond  the 
then  existing  States,  and,  possibly,  to  the  territory 
in  dispute  between  the  Umted  States  and  Georgia. 
It  did.  not  apply^  to  foreign  tenitoij.  If  you  can 
claim  it  as  mcident  to  the  poweroi  admitting  new 
Stateik  you  may  stretch  the  principle  to  Iknow 
not  wnat  length.  The  words  of  the  Constitution 
may  not  be  violated,  but  its  spirit  will  be  disre- 
garded. No  express  power  it  granted  to  Congress 
to  acquire  territory,  if  it  exists  at  all  it  is  by  im- 
plication. Thus,  on  the  implied  power  to  acquire 
territory  by  treaty,  you  raise  an  miplied  ri^ht  to 
erect  it  into  States,  and  imply  a  compromise  by 
which  slavery  is  to  be  established,  and  its  slaves 
represented  in  Congress.  Is  this  just  1  Is  it  fair  ? 
Where  will  it  end  ?  Must  we  allow  representa-  , 
tion  not  only  to  French  and  Spanish  slaves  bought 
with  the  Territory  in  question,  but  to  African 
slaves  smu^led  into  it  in  violation  of  law?  But 
your  lust  ot  acquiring  is  not  yet  satiated.  You 
must  have  the  Floridas.  Your  ambition  rises. 
You  covet  Cuba,  and  obtain  it.   You  stretch  your 


arms  to  the  other  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
and  they  become  yours.  Are  the  millions  of  slaves 
inhabitinflr  these  countries,  too,  to  be  incorporated 
into  the  Onion  and  represented  in  Congress?  Are 
the  freemen  of  the  old  States  to  become  the  slaves 
of  the  representatives  of  foreign  slaves  ?  The  ma^- 
jority  may  be  in  your  hands.  You  may  have  the 
power  to  pass  such  laws,  but  beware  how  you  use 
It.  Remember  by  whom,  and  for  whom,  this 
Government  was  established.  "  We,  the  people 
of  the  United  States."  made  it  to  secure  our  lib^y 
and  promote  our  welfare.  True,  sir,  it  is  not  every 
violation  of  the  Constitution  that  will  justify  ex- 
treme measures.  Our  Union  may  be  compared  to 
a  commercial  partnership.  Some  omissions  of 
duty  and  acts  of  unkindness  may  be  forgiven: 
many  errors  of  judgment  may  be  overlooked  and 
for^tten ;  but,  if  there  be  a  transgression  which 
in  its  very  nature  is  beyond  forgiveness,  and  re- 
quires resistance,  it  consists  in  admitting  into  the 
concern  new  and  unexpected  partners,  in  such 
manner  as  to  change  the  principles  of  the  part- 
nership itself,  and  destroy  the  rights  of  the  original 
owners. 

We  are  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  Constitu- 
tion  of  the  United  States.  The  duty  imposed  is 
to  upheld,  not  to  impair  and  weaken  it.  Our  obli- 
£[ation  is  as  solenm  to  maintain  the  powers  con- 
fided to  this  Government,  as  to  forbear  the  exercise 
of  those  which  belong  to  others.  The  amendment 
on  your  tal^e  opposes  no  State  right.  Gentlemen 
require  us  to  admit  that  Missouri  is  a  State,  and 
then  demonstrate  quite  clearly  that  we  ought  not 
to  interfere  with  her  municipal  regulations.  That 
Missouri,  at  some  period,  will  become  a  State  in 
this  Union,  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  that  she  wiU 
ever  be  admitted  by  an  American  Conf^ess  with- 
out recognising  "the  fundamental  principles  of 
civil  and  regions  liberty,"  I  cannot  believe,  f  Pos- 
sessing, as  we  do,  both  a  monl  and  Constitutional 
right  to  require  of  Missouri  a  provision  a^inst 
slavery,  as  a  condition  of  her  admission,  if  we 
fail  to  exert  it,  we  shall  justly  incur  the  reproach 
of  our  cotemporaries,  and  the  malediction  of  pos- 
terity. 

When  Mr.  Taylor  had  concluded — 

Mr.  Holmes^  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  spoke 
as  follows :  Mr.  Chairman,  when  a  man  is  fallen 
into  distress,  his  neighbors  surround  him  to  offer 
relief.  Some^  by  an  attempt  at  condolence,  in- 
crease the  grief  which  they  would  assuage ;  oth- 
ers, by  administering  remedies,  inflame  the  disorder; 
while  others,  affectmg  all  the  solicitude  of  both, 
actually  wish  him  dead.  It  is  so  with  Liberty.  Al- 
ways in  danger — often  in  distress — she  not  only 
suffers  from  open  and  secret  foes,  but  ofl&eious  and 
unskilfd  friends.  And  among  the  thousands  and 
millions  that  throng  her  temple  from  curiosity, 
fashion,  or  policy,  how  few— very  few— there  are, 
who  are  her  sincere,  faithful,  and  intdligent  wor- 
shippers? 

Among  these  few,  I  trust,  are  to  be  found  all  the 
advocates  for  restriction  in  this  House.  And  I 
readily  admit  that  most  of  those  out  of  doors,  whose 
zeal  is  excited  on  this  occasion,  are  of  the  BavoB 
description.    But,  is  it  not  probable  that  there  are 
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some  jugglen  behind  the  screen  who  are  playing 
a  deeper  fame — who  are  combining  to  rally  under 
this  standard,  as  the  last  resort,  tte  foriorn  hope 
<^  an  expiring  party  9 

But,  while  we  admit  this  in  behalf  of  the  respeet- 
mble  ^r«iitleinen  who  advocate  the  restriction  of  sla- 
rery  m  Missouri,  we  ask,  may  we  demand  of  them 
the  same  liberality  ?  We  are  not  the  advocates  or 
the  abettors  of  slavery.  For  one,  sir,  I  would  rejoice 
if  there  was  not  a  slave  on  earth.  Liber^  is  the 
object  of  my  love — ^my  adoration,  i  would  extend 
its  blessings  to  every  human  beins.  But^  though 
my  feelings  are  strong  for  the  abofition  of  slavery, 
they  are  yet  stronger  for  the  Constitution  of  my 
country.  And,  if  1  am  jreduced  to  the  sad  alterna- 
tive to  tolerate  the  holding  of  slaves  in  Missouri, 
or  violate  the  Constitution  of  my  country,  I  will 
not  admit  a  doubt  to  cloud  my  choice.  Sir,  of  what 
benefit  would  be  abolition,  if  at  a  saorifice  of  your 
Constitution  ?  Where  would  be  the  guaranty  of 
the  liberty  which  you  grant  ?  Liberty  has  a  tem- 
ple here,  and  it  is  the  only  one  which  remains. 
Destroy  this,  and  she  must  fiee— «he  roust  retire 
among  the  brutes  of  the  wilderness — to  mourn  and 
lament  the  misoy  and  folly  of  man. 

The  profKwition  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Committee  is  to  abolish  slavery  in  Missouri,  ^s  a 
condition  of  her  admission  into  the  Union. 

This  Constitution  which  I  hold  in  my  hand  I 
am  sworn  to  support,  not  according  to  legislative 
or  judicial  expK)sition,  but  as  I  sbalTunderstand  it; 
not  as  private  interest  or  public  zeal  may  urge,  but 
as  I  shall  believe ;  not  as  f  may  wish  it,  but  as  it  is. 

I  have  carefully  examined  this  Constitution, 
and  I  can  find  no  such  j)ower.  I  have  looked  it 
through,  and  I  -am  certain  it  is  not  in  the  book. 
This  power  is  not  express,  and,  if  given  at  aU,  it 
must  oe  constructive.  This  amplifying  power  by 
construction  is  dangerous,  and  will,  not  miproba- 
bly,  efiect  the  eventual  destruction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. That  there  are  resulting  or  imtdied  powers, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  deny;  but  mey  are  only 
where  the  powers  are  subordinate  and  the  impli- 
cation necessary.  All  powers  not  granted  are 
prohibited,  is  a  maxim  to  which  we  cannot  too 
religiously  adhere. 

Lisi  us  then  proceed,  with  that  candor  and  cau- 
tion which  the  subject  demands,  to  examine  the 
nature  of  this  power,  and  ascertain  whether  it  is 
given  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

The  extraordinary  doctrines  which  have  been 
advanced  on  this  subject  in  and  out  of  doors  ren- 
der it  necessary  to  be  exceedingly  particular,  and 
carefully  to  examine  the  ground  as  we  advance. 
An  American  politician  would  scarcely  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  prove,  at  this  day,  ^at  to 
regulate  the  relation  b^ween  the  different  mem- 
bers of  a  community  is  an  attribute  of  sovereign 
power.  That  I  may  not  be  mistaken,  I  will  inform 
Che  Committee  what  I  intend  by  mvmiign  power, 
and  the  sense  in  which  I  purpose  to  use  it  in  this 
discussion.  It  is  the  power  of  making  and  exe- 
cuting laws  to  regulate  the  conduct  and  condition 
of  men.  It  is  more  or  less  absoiote  as  it  is  Ikiited 
and  defined,  or  unlimited  and  und^ned.  In  the 
origin  of  goveraiiMnt,  if  we  can  «oncti?«  aoeh^ 


period,  the  righfts  yested  in  the  sovereign  by  te 
community  neeessarily  included  the  pofwer  to  de- 
termine the  mutual  (kpendence  of  the  several  mm- 
hers.  The  community  had  a  right  to  controi  and 
estabitsh  it  themsdves,  or  delegate  it  to  the  sov- 
ereign. In  either  way  they  could  establish  a  dif- 
ference of  dependence  of  one  man  upon  anflthw. 
The  nearer  equal  this  dependenciL  however,  the 
more  perfect  the  government  Yet,  somereigB 
power  can  establish  such  a  dependence  as  that  of 
the  slave  on  his  master. 

Thb  was  done  in  all  these  colonies  before  liie 
Revolution.  The  sovereign  power  over  them  was 
compounded  of  that  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Pto- 
vincial  Legislatures,  which  was  derived  from  ibc 
Crown.  These  charters  granted,  with  the  eon- 
eurrence  of  the  Crown,  to  the  Provincial  Assem- 
blies, the  power  to  regulate  the  relation  aad  depen- 
dence of  the  different  members  of  the  coaunimitf , 
and  they  exercised  it  They  authorized  the  im- 
porting and  holding  slaves.  British  law,  by  i^oh 
we  were  governed,  estaUished  slavery  in  the  col- 
onies, and  it  existed  in  each  of  them  up  lo4he 
Revolution. 

Then,  did  the  Revolution  alter  the  relation? 
We  have  been  made  to  understand,  from  vm  re- 
spectable authority,  that  the  Declamtion  of  Inde- 
pendence proclaimed  freedom  to  every  slave  in 
the  United  States !  It  seems,  then,  that  all  dte 
slaves  have  been  free  in  fact  tor  more  than  fcuty 
years,  and  they  do  not  know  it  And  we  are 
gravely  legislating  to  perform  that  which  was 
most  effectually  performed  in  1776.  Why  aUem^ 
to  do  what  is  already  done?  Why  create  all  this 
excitement  if  we  have  no  slaves?  Humanity 
might,  perhaps,  require  that  we  should  pass  jl  dec- 
laratory act,  to  ffive  notice  to  two  millioosof  peo- 
ple, that,  by  applying  to  the  Supreme  Coon,  they 
can  be  relieved  from  their  thraldom. 

But,  sir,  if  all  relation  in  society  were  abcdJahed 
by  the  event  of  the  Revolution,  then,  I  suppose, 
that  man  was  reduced,  or,  if  you  please,  restond 
to  a  state  of  nature.  All  government  was  at  an 
end — ^might  was  right— and  all  conventional  laws 
ceased.  If  this  is^  indeed^  the  ease,  whence  did 
these  few  mdividinds,  calling  themselves  -a  Con- 
gress, derive  their  authority?  If  the  Reroiution 
abolished  all  civil  rdaticms,  the  State  Legislatwses 
couM  not  legally  exist ;  and  the  membeis4»f  Coii- 

S-ess  were  men  of  assumed  powers,  and  their 
eclaration  of  Independence  was  a  very  qpcftw, 
instead  of  an  official  act.  But,  alter  letting  man 
loose  into  the  wilderness  of  nature,  how  do  fon 
bring  him  back?  Why,  I  suppose,  by  the  same 
imaginary  process  h^  which  you  sent  him  Uhr. 
We  must  suppose,  with  some  visionary  writencn 
the  laws  of  nations,  that  all  the  peoi^  assemklei 
in  some  vast  i^ain,  and  th^e  men,  women,  aad 
children,  small  and  great,  bUok  and  vdiite,  dtier> 
mined  that  a  very  small  minority  should  be  elec- 
tors, and  that  these  should  elect  a  still  smaller 
number,  to  be  constitution-makers,  legislatois,  gov- 
ernors, judges,  and  other  oflloers ;  and  that,  after 
this  imaginary  piocess,  this  polkioal  dera  aod 
nvnrrection,  the  colonies  beeaona  sovereign  StMes, 
purified  ftem  the  poUation  of  slavefy. 
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Mr.  Ckainnan,  I  should  not  hare  notice  tbis 
strange  aad  ridiculoiis  risioD,  that  the  Declantion 
of  Inaqpendence  was  a  decree  of  uaiversal  effian* 
eipalioD,  had  it  not  iasued  from  respectable  sources, 
and  hoen  seciously  enforced  upon  the  credulity  of 
the  puUac.  Instead  of  attemptin^i^  to  answer  or 
refute  these  yisions  of  a  disturbed  imagination,  let 
usretarto  principles  and  facts.  The  people  of 
tkis  country  were  nerer  without  government  and 
law.  From  the  first  settlement  of  the  country 
there  never  was  an  interregnum,  a  state  of  anar- 
el^  Even  the  case  of  the  pilgrims  who  landed 
at  Plymouth,  beyond  the  limits  of  their  charter,  is 
not  an  exception,  for  they  (I  believe  before  they 
landed)  formed  a  convention  of  gevemmtent,  one 
of  the  attides  of  which  was,  that  they  wouki  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  God  until  they  could 
~  make  better  of  their  own. 

At  the  Revdution,  the  lights  of  the  Crown 
Tested  in  the  States,  and  thejr  succeeded  to  all  the 
sovereign  power,  which,  until  then,  bdonged  to 
the  provinces  and  the  mother  country.  There 
was  no  suspension  or  death  of  politiciBd  power. 
Property  was  retained  by  the  owner,  la¥fs  con- 
tanued  to  have  force,  and  sovareign  power  was 
transferred  to  the  Stetes^  and  vested  temporarily 
in  their  Legislatures,  until  a  more  permanent  gov- 
ernment could  be  established,  originating  m)m, 
and  efiectfid  by.  this  temporary  power.  The  doc- 
tiuke  that  the  Revohition  is  not  the<mgin,  but  the 
perfection  of  ^  State  governments,  and  that  the 
Btatesaze  the  successors  as  well  of  the  Crowa  as 
tjke  C^oktties,  has  been  so  long  and  so  well  estab- 
lished, that  it  is  comidered  the  foundation  not  only 
of  piftttscal  power,  but  of  private  riffht.  This 
politicdt  power  eansting,  ana  having  been  exer* 
eieed;  up  to  the  Revohition,  wms  not  mreby  extio* 
goished.  This  also  agcees  with  faot  Those  Staitee 
which  were  disposed  to  libemte  their  slaves  did 
not  consider  it  as  already  eflbcted  by  the  Revolu- 
tion, but  found  it  necessary  t&  do  it  by  some  con- 
stitutional or  legidattve  act.  Consequently,  this 
politncal  or  sovereign  power  exited  afler  the  Rev- 
diotioii.  AncL  as  there  was  no  diminution  of  sov- 
ereigB  power  irom  that  time  up  to  the  adi^ion  of 
the  F^ederd  Constitution,  it  egdsted  im  to  that 
time.  Did  the  Constitution  of  itodf  take  it  from 
the  States?  There  is  no  such  prohibition  upon 
the  States,  either  express  or  implied.  Moreover, 
the  Constitution  recognises  and  confinns  tike  right. 
The  seoond  section  of  the  tot  artidie  admits  it 
ezpresdy,  and  makes  it  the  basis  of  representation, 
and  aj^poraons  the  first  House  of  Representatrres 
on  this  basis.  Thethird  section  of  the  fomthartH 
cle  in^bils  a  State  from  protect^pg  or  Uberatia^ 
fugitive  slaves  fisom  other  States^  and  ooapcls  it 
to  dd^rer  them  up.  The  Constitulionf  so  fat 
from  destroying,  estaUishes  this  power  in  a  State* 

I  eome  now  to  the  power  of  Congress.  -  And 
ray  first  proposition  is,  that  Congress  cannot  re- 
stnet  a  Stale  which  was  party  to  the  compact  m 
the  exercise  of  a  political  power  not  suiraidered 
by  the  Constitution.  Tlus  is  a  politic^d  axiom 
which  scarceljr  admits  of  proof  or  illustration. 
The  tenth  artide  of  the  amendment  preserves 
•ftny  power  not  sum— <deie4    If  it  did  not,  and 


Qpi:^mss  could  take,-  they  m^t  another,  until 
the  States  were  robbed  of  every  attribute  of  sover- 
eign^. Remark,  sir,  that  I  confine  the  proposi- 
tion to  exbting  States.  I  am  disposed  to  do  one 
thing  at  a  time ;  this  is  enough  for  my  present  pur* 
pose.  If  this  principle  is  established,  and  it  appear 
to  establish  itself,  1  proceed  to  my  second  propo- 
sition, that  the  power  to  restrict  an  existing  State, 
in  the  admission  or  reiection  of  ^very,  is  not  sur^ 
rendered  to  Confess  by  the  Constitutum. 

And  here,  air,  I  cannot  but  notice  the  confusion 
that  exbts  in  the  ranks  of  the  advocates  of  restric- 
tion. Two  gentlemen  have  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee, one  before,  and  the  other  since  the  jMropo- 
sition  was  made.  Instead  of  presenting  us  with 
one  single  precept,  one  source  of  this  power,  thev 
have  presented  six !  From  that  of  laying  and  col- 
lecting taxes,  &c.,  r^gpilating  commerce,  prohibit- 
ing migration  and  importaUon,  admitting  new 
States,  governing  territories,  and  makij^  treaties  I 
And,  what  is  singularly  unfortunate,  the  gentle- 
men agree  only  in  one  of  the  six,  and  that  the 
most  exceptionable  and  least  plausiUe  of  the 
whole.  These  are  all  dtsconaected  and  distinct, 
and  this  power  can  be  derived  from  only  one  of 
them.  Tne  gentlemen  serve  us  up  six  difierent 
and  very  indimsrent  dishes,  and  ofier  us  our  choice. 
We  demand  of  them  the  power — the  true  genuine 
coin,  and  no  countetfi^t.  They  present  us  six 
pieces,  five  of  which  are  unquestionably  base,  and 
tell  us  thev  all  look  so  miuch  alike  that  they  cannot 
distinguish^  and  we  must  select  for  ouraelves* 
What  should  wb  answer?  Precisely  what  wedo: 
we^will  take  neither,  for  we  believe  them  all  ooui^ 
terfeil.  This  is  not  the  whole.  The  memorial- 
ists, and  others  abroad,  have  fiimished  some  tea 
or  a  dozep  more  soucees  of  this  power. 

A  lawyer  once  atten^ited  to  apolc^gize  to  the 
eovrt  for  the  absence  of  a  juror.  He  said  he  had 
fifiteen  reasons,  and  the  first  vras  that  the  man  ww 
dead.  As  the  first  was  suffieknt,  the  court  dis- 
pensed with  the  other  fourteen.  These  gemdeHitai 
are  not  so  fortunate.  They  have  the  mileen  rea- 
sonsL  but  one  of  them  only  can  be  good,  and  the 
misibrtune  is,  they  don't  kiuiw  which  that  is.  The 
truth  is,  these  gentlemen  have  commenced  their 
business  at  the  wrong  end.  Instead  of  a8eertaia> 
ing  their  power,  and  then  i^oceeding  to  exeeute 
it,  they  begin  the  work,  and  are  forced  to  leave  it^ 
to  go  m  search  of  the  powa,  with  a  total  uaoer- 
tainty.  when  they  have  found  it,  whether  they 
shall  xnow  it  or  not 

The  most  extrafagniit^  all  claims,  is  that  made 
by  thehonorable  member  from  OhiO;  (Mr.  Bavra,) 
under  the  danse  in  the  Constitution,  which  em- 
powers CongMs  "  to  lay  and  ooUeet  taxes,  duties^ 

<  imposts  and  exeises^ J  to  pay  the  debts  and  ufovide 

<  for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfere  of 

<  the  United  State;  but  aU  duties,  imposts  and 

<  excises  shall  be  uniform  throni^kout  the  United 

<  States."  From  this  single  clause,  the  gMttleman 
derives  three  distinct  powers ;  <^  taxes,  of  provid- 
ii»  for  the  common  defence,  and  general  welfiiM^ 
Sir,  the  last  upon  his  consttuetionswallsws  «p  aU 
the  rest,  and  with  that,  in  the  same  seotieni  *<t» 

'te  all  laws  aseespry  and  proper  to  ctti^  thi» 
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power  into  execution,"  it  will  not  only  absorb  all 
other  powers,  but  break  down,  destroy  and  over- 
whelm all  prohibitions  and  restraints.  Give  Con- 
gress this,  and  it  is  enough.  Their  powers  are 
greater  than  those  of  any  despot  in  the  world. 
Despots  hold  their  power  by  a  precarious  tenure, 
but  we  hold  ours  by  an  unlunited  absolute  grant 
from  the  people.  With  this  commission  in  our 
hands,  we  go  forth  and  preach  deliverance  to  the 
captives,  or  slavery  to  the  free.  We  can  pass 
decrees  of  universal  emancipation,  or  universal 
slavery.  AH  power  is  committed  to  our  hands ; 
we  can  build  and  pull  down ;  we  can  create,  and 
we  can  destroy.' 

Man,  clothedwith  a  little  and  very  brief  author- 
ity, is  apt  to  imagine  he  is  very  potent — and  to 
think  it  necessary,  that,  often,  his  powers  should 
be  extended  for  the  good  of  the  people.  His  zeal 
to  do  good  will  not  unfrequently  induce  him  to 
Inreak  down  constitutional  barriers  and  thereby 
enable  others  to  do  evil.  The  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution were  aware  of  this,  and  took  care  to  estab- 
ILsh  the  boundaries  of  power  by  such  marked,  dis- 
tinct, and  palpable  lines,  that  no  one  could  mistake 
them.  And  they  had  good  reason  to  believe  that 
no  one  could  misunderstand  this  clause — ^^  To  lay 
and  collect  taxes,"  &c..  this  is  the  power — "  to  pay 
the  debts  and  provide  tor  the  common  defence  and 

feneral  welfare." — this  is  the  object.  "But  all 
nties,"  &4:.. shall  be  uniform" — this  is  the  restric- 
tion. As  if  they  had  said  "  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  for  the  purposes  of 
paying  the  debts,  providing  for  the  common  de- 
fence and  general  welfare,  taking  care  that  these 
taxes  shall  be  uniform."  I  am  disposed  to  treat 
every  part  of  this  discussion  with  becoming  gravity ; 
but,  really,  sir,  when  an  attempt  is  made  to  deprive 
a  State  of  a  political  power  under  this  clause  in 
the  Constitution,  it  provokes  a  smile  which  it  is 
difficult  to  suppress. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,- not  satisfied  with  his 
**  general  welfare,"  attempts  to  derive  this  power 
from  that  to  "  regulate  commerce."  He  assumes 
that,  under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  be- 
tween the  several  States,  Congress  can  prohibit  a 
transfer  of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  and 
concludes,  by  what  process  I  do  not  know,  that 
therefore  Congress  have  a  right  to  abolbh  slisivery 
in  Missouri. 

How  comes  it  that  Congress  can  prohibit  a  trans- 
fer of  a  slave  from  one  State  to  another,  and  under 
this  power  to  regulate  commerce,  when  they  are 
expressly  forbidden  to  compel  a  vessel  bound  from 
one  State  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay  duties,  in  that  of 
another  ?  If  Congress  has  tnis  power  under  this 
clause  in  the  Constitution,  then  daves  are  to  be 
prohibited  as  commerce.  And,  sir,  where  is  the 
authority  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of  an  article  of 
conmierce  from  State  to  State?  A  man  leaves 
a  State  to  go  into  another  with  his  family,  slaves, 
cattle,  and  implements  of  husbandry,  to  clear  up 
and  cultivate  a  farm  or  plantation.  His  object  is 
exclusively  agricultural.  He  is  met  at  the  line  by 
a  law  of  Congress,  and  his  slaves  are  stopped  un- 
der the  authority  to  resulate  commerce !  When, 
voder  this  power,  vou  sEall  have  tocceeded  in  prov- 


ing the  extravagant  and  untenable  position  that 
Congress  can  prohibit  this  transfer,  now  do  yoa 
arrive  at  the  conclusion,  that  you  can  pass  this  act 
of  abolition  which  the  amendment  proposes?  If 
you  can  prohibit  the  removal  of  an  article  of  prop- 
erty, from  State  to  State,  does  it  follow  that  yoa 
can  extinguish  the  right  of  the  owner  ?  Here  are 
two  powers  grown  out  of  that  to  regulate  commerce. 
And,  preserve  your  gravity  while  1  repeat,  one  of 
them  IS  to  prohibit  a  transfer  of  slaves  from  Stale 
to  State,  and  the  other  to  abolish  davery  in  Mis- 
souri, as  a  condition  of  her  admission  into  the 
Union. 

Not  satisfied  with  these  sources  of  the  poweTi 
the  gentieman  from  Ohio  resorts  to  the  9th  secci<ni, 
1st  article,  which  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Taylor)  denominates  *<  troublesome."  It 
is  indeed  troublesome  to  the  advocates  of  restric- 
tion, so  troublesome  that,  I  trust,  they  mig^t  much 
better  have  let  it  alone.  This  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution, reads  thus:  <^  The  migration  or  importa- 
^  tion  of  such  persons,  as  any  of  the  States  now 
'  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 

*  prohibited  by  Congress,  prior  to  the  year  1808, 
'  out  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  I'm- 

*  portation,  not  exceedmg  ten  dollars."  The  ad- 
vocates of  this  power  assume,  that  "  migration'' 
means  a  transfer  from  State  to  State,  and  "  per- 
sons" means  slaves,  and  that  a  temporary  prohiba- 
tion  on  the  existing  States  implies  an  immediate 
grant  as  to  the  residue,  and  a  subsequent  grant  as 
to  these;  and,  thus  having  taken  for  granted  every 
thing  that  b  disputed,  they  proceed  to  prove  their 
point,  and  even  with  these  assumptions  they  to- 
tally fail.  Admit  their  premises,  and  how  do  they 
arrive  at  their  conclusion  ?  Surely,  it  can  mean 
nothing  more  than  that  Conn^  may  prohibit  the 
transfer  of  slaves  to  or  from  Missouri.  What  lias 
this  to  do  with  a  proposition  to  prohibit  the  exist- 
ence of  slavery  in  a  State  ?  Qive  the  ^Uemen 
all  they  ask,  and  it  is  not  enough  for  their  purpose. 
Give  them  the  length  of  their  tether,  and  it  is  too 
short.  Their  own  reasoning,  with  all  these  ad- 
missions in  their  favor,  will  not  reach  their  case. 
They  must  go  further — introduce  that  very  conve- 
nient succedaneum,  the  power  to  make  all  laws 
necessary  and  proper  to  carry  this  power  into  exe- 
cution, and,  as  it  might  be  impossible  to  (vohiUt 
these  transfers,  without  abolishing  slavery,  this 
may  be  the  necessary  means  to  effect  the  end.  But 
1  trust  gentiemen  would  hesitate,  before  they  would 
proceed  thus  far.  The  argument  might  operate  as 
a  two-edged  sword.  If  the  word  persons  may 
mean  slaves,  it  may  mean  free  persons;  and  if 
^'  migrate"  authorizes  the  prohibition  of  transfer 
from  State  to  State,  Congress  might  be  induced 
to  exercise  this  power.  And,  as  abolishing  slavery 
might  be  the  necessary  means  to  accomplish  one 
purpose,  so  the  abolition  of  libertv  might  be  quite 
as  necessary  to  accomplish  the  otner.  I  trust,  tiie 
advocates  of  restriction,  with  all  their  human- 
ity, would  scarcely  relish  such  a  result,  although 
I  fear  their  measures  have  a  strong  tendency  to  pro- 
duce it 

But,  sir^  if  you  have  this  power  at  all,  or  to  any 
extent,  it  is  a  legislative  power.    You  can  exereiie 
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it  by  the  ordinary  process  of  legislation.  Why 
proceed  in  this  indiscreet,  suspicious  manner,  as 
though  you  were  doubtful  of  your  own  powers,  and 
take  this  method  to  e;ctort  from  Missouri  her  con- 
sent ?  Bring  in  your  bill  in  the  ordinary  way, 
and  legislate  if  you  can;  and,  if  not,  give  it  up. 
Abandon  this  hesitating,  doubting,  equivocal,  poli- 
cy. And  pray,  sir,  why,  even  in  ordinary  legisla- 
tion, select  Missouri  for  your  object  ?  If  you  can 
by  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  shut  up  slaves 
in  the  States,  let  your  legislation  be  general,  and 
exercise  it  uponaU  the  slaveholding  States.  Why 
make  Missouri  the  scape-goat?  Bring  in  vour 
bill,  and  we  will  inquire,  first,  whether  you  nave 
the  power ;  and,  second,  if  it  be  expedient.  And, 
in  order  to  try  the  extent  and  strength  of  this 
clause,  insert  a  section  to  prohibit  the  transfer  of 
Ccee  persons  from  one  State  to  another.  Some 
miffht  deem  it  expedient  to  compel  people  to  stay 
at  home  and  attend  to  their  concerns.  We  shall 
then  have  the  whole  subject  properly  before  us. 

There  seemed  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  the  mean- 
ing of  thb  ninth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the 
Constitution.  I  believe  I  entertained  an  opinion 
last  session,  which  I  then  expressed,  that  migra- 
tion and  importation  related  wholly  to  slaves ;  the 
former  to  bringing  by  land,  and  the  latter  by 
water.  1  was  led  to  this  by  the  circumstance  that 
the  taxation  was  confinea  to  importation — pre- 
suming that  the  difficulty  of  taxation,  in  case  of 
bringing  by  land,  was  the  reason  why  "  migration" 
was  dropped  in  the  latter  part  of  the  clause.  Al- 
though this  construction  is  better  than  theirs,  I 
am  satisfied  it  is  not  the  best.  The  error  consists 
in  using  the  words  very  differently  from  their 
common  and  ordinary  import.  Take  the  sentence 
as  it  is,  and  it  is  plain  enough — ^''  the  miction  or 
importation  of  such  persons  as  the  existing;  States 
shall  see  cau^e  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited,^' 
4tc.  "Persons"  means  slaves,  when  applied  to 
importation,  and  free  [)ersons,  when  applied  to  mi- 
gration. The  former  implies  constraint,  and  ex- 
cludes volition ;  the  latter  implies  volition,  and 
excludes  constraint  Importation  is  bringing  either 
by  land  or  water;  migration  is  a  voluntary  going 
from  one  jurisdiction  or  sovereignty  to  anotheir* 
The  Convention  were  then  speaking  of  persons 
coming  from  abroad :  importing  of  slaves  could 
not  be  prohibited  entirely ;  a  tax  was  the  only  re- 
straint that  could  be  obtained  before  1808.  But 
the  policy  of  the  United  States  would  not  allow  a 
tax  on  migration,  or  voluntary  coming.  Such  a 
tax  on  foreigners  might  be  urged,  from  motives  of 
popularity,  against  the  generaTpolicy  of  the  nation^ 
A  riffht  to  prohibit  this  introduction  of  foreigners 
would  not  be  exercised  except  when,  upon  necessa- 
ry or  extraordinary  occasions,  the  safetv  of  the 
nation  might  require  it.  It  was  proper,  tnen,  that 
Congress  should  have  power  to  prohibit,  but  not  to 
tax,  strangers  emigrating  from  abroad.  When 
this  clause  was  reported  by  a  committee  of  the 
Convention,  the  taxation  extended  to  migration  as 
well  as  importation.  Had  the  Convention  under- 
stood that  this  word  related  onl  v  to  a  transfer  from 
one  State  to  another,  would  the  committee  have 
tepOiTted  this  jMrovision,  in  direct  contradiction  to 


another  clause  of  the  same  section  1  While  the 
clause  was  under  debate  in  the  Convention,  a  mem- 
ber proposed  to  insert  the.  word  "  free,"  before 
"persons."  Had  this  been  the  meaning  of  the 
word,  no  one,  unless  he  was  delirious  or  in  sport, 
would  have  proposed  an  amendment  which  would 
have  operated  to  authorize  Congress  to  prohibit 
a  transfer  of  none  but  free  persons  from  one  State 
to  another. 

Sir.  I  trust  enough  has  been  said  to  prove  that 
this  clause  gives  no  authority  to  prohibit  a  trans- 
fer of  slaves  from  one  State  to  another;  and,  if  it 
did,  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  Sir, 
it  is  a  new  doctrine,  and,  allow  me  to  add,  it  is  an 
alarming  doctrine.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  a  question,  and  I  will  do  it  with 
that  confidence  which  friendship  inspires :  With 
the  suggestion  that  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence IS  an  act  of  general  emancipation,  and  with 
this  doctrine,  that  Congress  may  confine  the  slaves 
within  the  limits  of  the  respective  States,  let  the 
four  huntired  thousand  slaves  of  Virginia  oe  trans- 
ferred to  New  York,  and  what  would  be  his  feel- 
ings? [Here  Mr.  Taylor  rose,  and  disclaimed 
having  advanced  that  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence had  any  effect  to  emancipate  the  slaves.] 
Sir,  I  have  not  said  that  that  gentleman  did  ad- 
vance such  a  doctrine.  I  stated  that  such  an 
opinion  had  been  advanced,  and  from  high  author- 
ity. And  I  a^ain  appeal  to  the  candor  of  that 
gentleman,  and  ask  him,  whether  he  should  feel 
entirely  easy,  if  the  slaves  of  Virginia  were  shut 
up  in  New  York,  under  this  power  which  he  advo- 
cates, and  it  had  come  to  their  ears,  from  any  re- 
spectable source,  that  they  were  all  iree  ?  Would 
he  not  be  inclined  to  doubt  the  constitutionality  or 
policy  of  such  a  law  1  Confine  the  slaves  in  the 
old  skveholding  States,  where  they  are  most  nu- 
merous; the  constant  emigration  of  the  whites 
will  soon  bring  them  to  an  equality  with  their 
slaves.  Emigration  will  increase  with  the  danger ) 
and  murder  and  massacre  will  succeed.  And  yet, 
we  can  look  on  and  see  this  storm  gathering ;  hear 
its  thunders,  and  witness  its  lightnings  with  great 
composure,  with  wonderful  philosophy !  We  ar« 
aware,  gentlemen,  that  we  are  difiusing  sentiments 
which  endanger  your  safety,  happiness,  and  lives  j 
nay,  more,  the  safety,  hanpiness,  and  lives,  of  those 
whom  you  value  more  than  your  own.  But  it  is 
a  Constitutional  question.  &eep  cool.  We  are 
conscious  that  we  are  inculcating  doctrines  that 
will  result  in  spilling  the  best  of  your  blood ;  but, 
as  this  blood  will  be  spilt  in  the  cause  of  humanity, 
keep  cool.  We  have  no  doubt  that  the  promul^ 
tion  of  these  principles  will  be  the  means  of  cutting 
your  throats ;  but,  as  it  will  be  done  in  the  most 
unexceptionable  manner  possible,  by  your  slaves, 
who  will  no  doubt  perform  the  task  in  great  style 
and  dexterity,  and  with  much  delicacy,  and  nil* 
manity,  too,  therefore,  keep  cool.  Sir,  speak  to 
the  wind,  command  the  waves,  expostulate  with 
the  tempest,  rebuke  the  thunder,  but  never  ask  an 
honorable  man,  thus  circumstanced,  to  suppres* 
his  feelings.  But,  sir,  I  beg  pardon  for  this  digres- 
sion :  it  is  aside  from  my  purpose.  My  object  is 
not  declamation,  but  reason. 
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I  trust  I  have  succeeded  in  proving  that  Con- 
gress cannot  restrict  a  State  which  was  party  to 
me  compact,  in  the  exercise  of  a  political  power 
not  surrendered  hy  the  Constitution ;  that  the  po- 
Httcal  power  of  a  State  which  was  party  to  the 
compact,  to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  is  not 
surrendmd  by  the  Constitution;  and  tnerefore 
cannot  restrict  an  origmal  State  in  the  exercise  of 
this  power. 

It  now  becomes  necessarr  to  show  that  a  new 
State,  on  admission  into  tne  Union,  si^cceeds  to 
all  the  disabilities  and  duties,  and  ail  the  rights 
and  powers  of  one  which  was  party  to  the  com- 
pact. A  principal  object  of  the  Constitution  was, 
*to  form  a  more  perfect  union."  The  parties 
made  an  equal  surrender  of  sovereignty,  and  re- 
tained equal  powers  in  the  Federal  Government. 
The  sovereignty  ceded  is  equally  operative  upon 
every  State.  Tne  powers  exercised  hy  the  several 
States,  in  Congress,  are  equal — in  the  Senate,  in 
numbers;  in  the  House,  in  strength.  "New  States 
maybe  admitted,"  and  no  difference  is  authorized. 
The  authority  is  to  admit  or  not,  but  not  to  pre- 
scribe conditions.  What  would  be  a  fair  construc- 
tion of  this  power?  Surely  not  that  Congress 
might  hold  a  Territory  in  a  colonial  condition  as 
long  as  they  chose,  nor  that  they  might  admit  a 
new  State  with  less  political  rights  than  the  others ; 
but  that  the  admission  should  be  as  soon  as  the 

S»ple  needed  and  were  capable  of  suj^rting  a 
tate  Government ,  and  that  it  should  vest  such 
State  with  the  same  political  powers  as  the  others. 
Several  parties  are  united  by  compact,  on  perfectly 
eaual  terais.  The  articles  authorize  the  admission 
or  others  generally.  These  are  handed  to  their 
attorney,  and  application  is  made  by  a  new  part- 
ner for  admission.  What  is  a  fair  construction  of 
his  power  ?  Most  unquestionably  that,  if  he  is 
admitted  as  all,  it  must  be  on  equal  terms. 
'  I. ask  gentlemen  to  turn  vrith  me  to  the  tenth 
4ee&n  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
answer  me  a  question.  This  section  contains  the 
prohibitiotts  upon  the  States.  Are  these  prohibi- 
tions confined  to  those  States  which  were  parties 
to  the  compact,  or  do  they  extend  equally  to  those 
which  have  been  since  admitted  ?  The  question 
Amy  ajqiear  odd,  but  the  discusson  will  show  its 
fanportence.  You  will  ame  with  me  that  it  ad- 
mits of  no  doubt.  It  woukl  be  sin&nilar,  indeed,  if 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  or  the  other  new  States, 
should  have  the  right  to  declare  war,  make  treaties, 
eoin  money,  or  do  any  other  acts  of  sovereignty 
which  are  prohibited  to  the  old  States;  such  a 
ooBstruction  would  be  dangerous,  absurd,  and  de- 
acracti ve  of  the  untfbrmitv  and  safety  of  the  whole 
mtem.  I  now  ask  ffentlemoi  to  go  with  me  to 
tne  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  which  pro- 
Tides,  that  <<  the  powers  not  delegateo  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by 
it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people,"  wid  answer  me,  if 
tnis  reservaticm  of  powers  extends  to  the  new 
States  on  their  admission,  as  well  as  to  the  ori- 
gmal States?  If  new  States,  on  th^  admis- 
tkfiij  are  subject  to  the  duties  and  disabilities  im- 
posed, they  must  consequently  be  entitled  to  all 


the  powers  and  privileges  reserved.  The  condiH 
sion  is  as  necessary  in  the  one  case  as  the  o^tttt* 
Both  of  these  provisions  must  extend  to  them,  or 
neither.  If  neither,  the  States  are  uneaoal,  and 
the  balance  is  destroyed.  If  both,  then  all  powers 
not  surrendered  by  the  old  States  are  reserved 
equally  to  the  new,  and  consequently  a  new  St»t& 
on  bein^  admitted  to  the  Union,  suceeeds  to  m 
the  duties  and  disabilities,  and  all  the  powers  and 
mvilefl:es,  of  the  original  parties.  But  an  origimi 
State,  having  all  political  powers  not  surrenoereil 
by  the  Constitution,  and  the  power  to  establisli  or 
prohibit  davery  never  having  been  surrendered, 
and  new  States,  on  their  admissiott,  standiiiff  on 
the  same  footing,  it  follows,  consequently  and  tr- 
resistiblv,  that  a  new  State,  on  admission,  has  the 
political  power  to  estaUisn  or  prohibit  slarerr. 
Missouri,  on  being  admitted  into  the  Union,  coaM 
say  to  doDgress,  this  power  was  never  delegated 
to  you,  nor  prohibited  to  me ;  I  am  therefore  pro- 
tected by  the  Constitution  in  its  exercise. 

We  may  now  proceed  to  ask  the  only  questioD 
which  remains  to  be  settled  on  this  jmrt  of  die 
subject.  But,  before  we  do  this,  let  us  retrace  our 
steps,  and  see  if  there  is  any  defect  in  the  chain  of 
our  anrament.  To  regulate  the  relation  hetweai 
the  di&rent  members  of  a  community,  or  to  esteb- 
lish  or  prohibit  slavery,  is  an  attribute  of  sovereipi 
power.  This  was  exercised  in  all  the  colonies 
nefore  the  Revolution.  The  Revolution  did  not 
alter  or  extinguish  it.  It  therefore  existed  in  the 
States  after  the  Revolution.  Th^  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  did  not  of  itself  take  it  from  the 
States,  but  confirmed,  or  at  least  recwnised  ft  It 
consequently  remained  in  the  States  after  die  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  Congress  cannot  re- 
strict a  State,  which  was  a  party  to  the  eomiNict, 
in  the  exercise  of  a  political  power  not  .surfemtered 
by  the  Constitution.  The  polhicaf  power  to  es- 
tablish or  prohibit  slavery,  iras  not  sunendered  by 
such  States  by  the  Constitution ;  therefore  Con- 
gress cannot  restrict  an  original  Sitate  in  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power.  New  States,  on  admisstoa 
into  the  Unton,  succeed  to  all  the  duties  and  disa- 
bilities, and  all  the  ri^ts  and  powers  of  the  origi- 
nal States.  The  ori^nal  States  having  the  power 
to  establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  it  consequently  uimI 
inevitably  follows,  that  every  new  State,  on  com- 
inginto  the  Union,  retains  this  political  power. 

We  are  now  ready  to  ask,  and  I  trust  to  answer, 
the  question — Can  Congress  exact  of  a  new  Bt&te 
the  surrender  of  a  politi^  power,  enjoyed  by  other 
States,  as  a  price  of  her  admission  into  the  Unioiit 
Or,  in  other  words,  can  Congress  sell  a  license  ta 
admit  a  State  into  the  Union,  and  take  thek  psf 
in  political  power?  And  is  not  the  questkm  al- 
ready answered?  You  may  load  Missouri  with 
as  many  conditions  as  you  will,  and  on  her  admis- 
sion she  can  throw  them  off.  She  may  alter  her 
Constitution  the  next  day  after  her  admisston, 
abolish  your  restriction,  and  intrench  herself  within 
the  tenth  article  of  the  amendments,  and  you  can- 
not assaH  her.  She  will  tell  you  that  she  has  the 
right  of  an  ori«nal  State,  and  this  right  was  nerer 
surreidered.  You  answer,  <*  the  compact"  8kt 
replies,  ^  where  is  your  authority  to  make  sudl  a 
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eompact  1  Show  me  your  power.  You  hare  as- 
samed  an  authority  not  given  in  the  Constitution : 
it  is  a  usurpation,  and  I  am  not  bound  by  it." 

I  haye  heard  many  reasons  attempted  for  the 
right  to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri.  It 
has  been  urged  that  a  person,  being  the  owner  of 
property  may  devise  it,  reserving  a  legacy,  to  ano- 
ther, or  grant  it,  reserving  an  easement  to  himself; 
andthat  consequently  Congress,  having  a  discretion 
in  admitting  new  States,  may  admit  them  with 
such  reservations  and  conditions  as  they  shall  see 
St  to  prescribe.  It  has  been  very  ^vely  observed, 
that  no  one  can  makeareservation  mconsistentwith 
a  grant.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  Committee  with 
the  inquiry  into  the  nature  of  grants  and  reserva- 
tions, masmuch  as  the  cases  b^r  not  the  smallest 
analogy  to  this.  A  man  may  do  as  he  will  with 
his  own,  but  it  fortunately  happens  that  Cons^ress 
arc  not  the  owners  in  fee  of  the  sovereignty  of  the 
territories  of  the  United  States.  They  can  dispose 
of  the  property,  and  ther  can  exercise  a  jurisdic- 
tion, consistent  with  freedom,  over  the  inhabitants ; 
and,  when  it  becomes  expedient,  authorize  new 
States,  and  admit  them  into  the  Union.  But  they 
can  exercise  no  jurisdiction  over  the  State  so  ad- 
mitted, not  granted  in  the  Constitution. 

The  sovereignty  in  the  States  is  concurrent; 
that  of  the  United  States  and  of  a  State  operates, 
at  the  same  time,  upon  different  actions  of  the  same 
indtvidoals,  and  otien  alternately  upon  the  same 
actions.  That  which  rdates  to  the  exterior  con- 
cerns of  the  nation  and  the  conflicting  rifi;hts  of 
the  States,  is  subject  to  the  control  of  tne  General 
Government ;  that  of  local  concern,  and  much  the 
greatest  portion,  belong  to  the  States.  These  ju- 
risdictions often  intenere,  and  sometimes  clash. 
To  define  these  with  accuracy,  is  the  most  difB- 
cult  and  at  the  same  time  the  most  important  duty 
of  tne  Aiaerican  politician.  The  people  intended 
that  Congress  should  be  contented  wim  the  powers 
ffranted  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  they  should 
have  BO  means  of  future  acquisitions.  When  a 
State  came  into  the  Union,  it  was  expected  that 
it  should  not  bring  an  exclusive  acquisition  of  power 
to  the  Federal  Government;  but,  retaining  its 
equal  proportion  of  State  sovereiffutv,  should  pre- 
serve the  balance  originally  estaDlisned.  A  very 
aUe  advocate  of  the  Federal  Constitution  appre- 
hended that  there  would  be  more  danger  from  fac- 
tion in  the  members  than  from  power  in  the  Fed- 
eral head.  Others  predicted  that  power  would  be 
always  accumulating  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment ;  that  the  centnfiagal  would  be  overcome  by 
the  centripetal  force,  and  the  surrounding  orbs 
wouH  rash  to  the  centre.  On  which  side  has  ex- 
perience found  the  dan^? 

But,  sir,  the  10th  article  of  the  amendments  has 
a9  positively  reserved  to  the  States  the  power  to 
establish  or  prohibit  slavery,  as  if  it  had  been  ex- 
pressed in  the  very  words.  It  is  as  effectually  re- 
served as  any  specific  political  power.  If,  then, 
Congress  have  a  right  to  demand  a  relinquishment 
of  this,  they  may  equally  demand  that  of  any  other. 
Maine  applies  for  admission  into  the  Union.  Tou 
grant  her  request,  on  condition  that  she  will  relin- 
quish a  right  to  one  Senator.    She  remonstrates 


that  this  is  a  political  power  to  which  each  State 
is  entitled  by  the  Constitution.  You  answer,  so 
was  that  of  Missouri.  She  complains  that  she  has 
not  equal  powers  with  the  other  States :  the  answer 
is,  nor  has  Missouri.  Let  me  not  be  told  that  this 
is  not  a  reservation^  but  an  abolition  of  power. 
Every  diminution  of  power  in  a  State  is  relatively 
an  acquisition  to  the  United  States.  Moreover, 
if  you  prohibit  a  State,  you  must  enforce  the  pro- 
hibition by  legislation,  judgment,  and  execution. 
But,  before  we  glance  at  the  consequences  to  which 
such  powers  of  imposing  conditions  may  lead,  let 
us  step  forward  and  clear  our  way  of  the  host  of 
precedents  which  are  interposed  to  obstruct  our 
passage. 

When  an  exposition  of  the  Constitution  is  cotem- 
poraneous  witn  its  origin,  has  been  made  upon  a 
controversy  of  able  and  interested  adversaries,  and 
the  decision  is  the  result  of  much  wisdom  and  de- 
liberation^ it  is  entitled  to  ^eat  res])ect  But,  as 
all  reasonmff  from  analogy  is  suspicious,  as  every 
like  is  not  tne  same,  and  resemblances  are  oAen 
apparent  but  not  real,  it  becomes  us  to  take  care 
that  we  do  not  make  the  Constitution  bend  to  ex* 
positions  of  doubtful  analogy^  or  those  which  result 
from  indifference,  policy,  or  ignorance. 

Some  of  the  memorials  on  your  table  have  placed 
nmch  reliance  on  the  reservations  and  conaitiont 
contained  in  the  act  authorizing  Louisiana  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government,  preparatory 
to  her  admission  into  the  Union.  The  one,  trifling 
as  it  is,  which  appears  to  interfl?re  the  most  with 
ordinary  State  legislation,  is  that  which  requires 
that  her  records  shall  be  kept  in  the  language  of 
those  of  the  United  States.  It  will,  however^  be 
observed,  that  this  was  not  imposed  as  a  condition, 
and  was  to  be  provided  for  after  her  admission. 
In  Lotiisiana.  a  foreig^n  langua^  was  spoken  by  a 
majority  of  tne  inhabitants,  which  was  the  case  ia 
no  other  State.  By  the  1st  section  of  the  4th  ar- 
ticle of  the  Constitution,  Conspress  have  power  to 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  the  recoros  of  the 
States  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  of  such  proof. 
They  might,  as  a  manner  and  effect  of  this  proof, 
reqmre  that  they  should  be  made  in  the  ordinary 
language.  But,  whatever  may  be  their  power  in 
this  particular,  this  requisition  on  Louisiana  was 
not  a  condition ;  it  was  agreed  to,  and.  instead  of 
beins  a  restriction  prescribed,  was  a  rule  proposed, 
and  became  binding  by  consent. 

Another  class  of  restrictions,  as  they  are  denom- 
inated, upon  the  same  State,  is  the  provision  in 
favor  of  certain  jpersonal  rights,  such  as  that  of 
habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  ana  freedom  of  reli- 
gious opinions.  These  were  all  within  the  power 
and  duty  of  Congress.  All  these  rightsare  reserved 
by  the  Constitution  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  The  third  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Cession 
secures  to  the  people  of  the  Territory  all  the  rights, 
advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  uni- 
ted States.  These  by  the  Constitutioi^  being  ours, 
by  the  treaty  they  became  theirs.  The  people  of 
Louisiana  were  a  party  to  this  compact ;  at  leiist, 
they  became  so  on  their  application  for  admission. 
They  not  only  assented  to,  but  exacted  these  terms, 
and,  instead  of  a  condition  prescribed  to  them,  it 
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was  a  condition  fulfilled  by  us.    We  will,  there- 
fore, lay  these  out  the  way. 

The  reservations  which  protect  the  property  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  with  its  appurtenan- 
ces and  attributes^  have  been  seized  on  to  justify 
an  assumption  oi  soverei^  power.  That  these 
cases  should  have  been  relied  on,  to  authorize  this 
restriction,  is  of  all  things  most  extraordinary,  and 
proves  the  extreme  necessity  to  which  gentlemen 
are  reduced  in  their  search  after  power. 

Should  a  sovereign  cede  a  jurisdiction^  could  he 
not,  by  the  terms  of  the  compact,  saye  his  domain 
or  property  from  prejudice?  When  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  authorized  Congress  to  erect 
new  States,  or  subordinate  governments  in  the 
territories,  was  it  to  be  supposed  that  they  could 
not  preserve  the  rights  ol  property,  as  before? 
They  were  aware  that  a  State  raignt  be  formed 
witmn  the  territory  of  another ;  that  the  property 
of  the  old  State  might  fall  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  new;  and  that  many  new  jurisdictions 
would  be  formed  from  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  Would  it  not  have  been  fair  to  presume 
that,  in  creating  or  consenting  to  these,  a  ri^ht  to 
preserve  property  from  prejudice  was  intended  in 
this  power  to  cede  jurisdiction  ? 

But  the  wise  and  provident  framers  of  that  in- 
strument were  unwilling  to  leave  rights  of  such 
importance  to  inference.  They  made  express  pro- 
vision on  the  subiect,  which,  much  to  my  surprise, 
has  been  overlooked  in  any  discussion  which  has 
oome  to  my  knowledge.  I  ask  the  attention  of. 
the  Committee  while  I  prove,  to  their  aitire  satis- 
faction, that  the  power  over  property  is  expressly 
leeerved  in  the  Constitution  of  the  tJnited  States. 
It  is  contained  in  the  third  section  of  the  fourth 
article.  The  first  clause  provides  for  the  admis- 
sion of  new  States;  the  second,  for  the  govern- 
ment of  territories;  and,  lest  these  grants  of  ju- 
risdiction should  afiect  property,  a  proviso  was  m- 
serted,  that  "  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be 
so  construed  as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the 
United  States  or  any  particular  State."  The  word 
claims  was  the  best  that  could  be  selected :  rights 
mig[ht  extend  Jo  sovereignty,  and  title  might  be 
limited  to  lands,  without  including  easements  or 
privileges.  The  claims  of  several  States  had  just 
been  ceded  to  the  United  States.  These  it  was 
the  object  of  the  Convention  to  secure  from  "  pre- 
iadice,"  that  in  a  cesssion  of  jurisdiction  they  should 
be  preserved  with  the  same  attributes  as  before. 
But.  to  establish  the  position  beyond  the  power  of 
doubt,  I  ask  gentlemen  to  attend  to  the  history  of 
the  origin  and  progress  of  this  clause  in  the  Con- 
vention. 

On  the  30th  August,  1787,  when  the  section 
was  under  discussion,  an  amendment  was  propos- 
ed, in  these  words,  "  provided  nevertheless,  that 
'  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  construed 

*  to  aflfect  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  va- 

*  cant  lands  ceded  to  them  by  the  late  treaty  of 

*  peace."  They  had  perceived  the  mischief,  but, 
as  they  limited  the  remedy  to  those  vacant  lands 
only  ceded  "  by  the  late  treaty  of  peace,"  no  pro- 
vision was  made  to  secure  a  State;  the  remedy 
was    inadequate,   and    this    motion    was    with- 


drawn to  make  room  for  the  following:  ^Nothing 
<  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  construed  to  altez 
'  the  claims  of  the  United  States^  or  of  the  individ- 
*  ual  States,  to  the  Western  territory."  This  cm- 
braced  the  States  as  well  as  the  United  States, 
but  it  was  defective  in  restricting  the  provisioii  to 
the  lands  in  the  Western  territory,  and  was  witli- 
drawn  for  this  proviso,  which  was  inserted,  and 
finally  adopted  oy  ten  States  against  one.  Toa 
will  now  perceive  that  this  express  power  was  in- 
tended to  embrace  the  very  cases  which  have  been 
cited  as  precedents.  Before  the  admission  of  Loui- 
siana, the  lands  of  the  United  States  there  were 
secured  from  "prejudice"  by  being  exempt  {rem 
taxation  five  years  after  the  sale,  and  non-residents 
were  to  be  taxed  no  more  than  residents.  To  alter 
these  provisions  would  prevent  the  sales,  diminish 
the  valucy  and  therefore  "prejudice"  the  "chdms." 
I  trust,  sir,  we  have  efiectually  disposed  of  this 
class  of  precedents. 

The  same  reasons,  and  more,  apply  to  the  reser- 
vation that  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  shall 
be  free  to  all.  Congress  had  no  power  to  grant  an 
exclusive  right  in  this  river.  By  the  eighth  artide 
of  the  treaty  of  1783,  its  free  use,  from  its  source 
to  its  mouth,  was  reserved  to  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  the  contracting  parties.  And  aithong h, 
since  the  convention  of  1815,  which  excludes 
Great  Britain  from  all  the  shores  of  the  river,  the 
right  of  her  subjects  may  be  extinct,  stiU  they 
were,  at  the  time  of  this  reservation,  entitled  to  iu 
use.  But,  were  this  use  reserved  exclusively  to 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Congress  coold 
never  divest  it.  Is  it  supposable  that  they  could 
alien  this  river  in  fee,  lease  it  on  long  leases,  or 
farm  it  for  a  toll  ?  So  long  as  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  remains,  who  wishes  t6  use  it,  thef 
might  as  well  exclude  him  from  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico. But,  reason  which  way  you  will,  Congress  could 
not  cede  it,  and  therefore  the  Constitution  gives 
them  a  right  to  reserve  it.  They  could  not,  and 
they  were  therefor  obliged  to  retain  it  And  gentle- 
men may  take  which  horn  of  the  dUemma  they 
please. 

Having  removed  the  obstructions  in  this  quar- 
ter, I  now  ask  the  Committee  to  ascend  the  Mis- 
sissippi, enter  the  Ohio,  cross  over  to  the  north- 
west, and  there  examine^  with  me,  this  mighty 
obstacle,  the  ordinance  of^the  13th  July,  1787,  and 
see  if  that  is  not  as  easily  demolished.  It  is  "an 
ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river." 
It  is  in  my  view  not  so  offensive  as  some  have 
described  it.  Before  we  pronounce  it  an  usurpa- 
tion, a  violation  of  compact,  let  us  examine  and 
endeavor  to  understand  it.  Its  principal  object  is 
to  establish  a  government  for  the  territory.  It 
cedes  legislative^  executive,  and  judicial  powers, 
provides  for  their  origin^  and  prescribes  their  op- 
eration.  It  then  establishes  and  defines  certain 
rights  as  secured  to  the  respective  parties  of  the 
compact,  and  includes  them  in  six  distinct  and 
separate  articles.  In  reading  these,  the  most  su- 
perficial observer  will  perceive  that  their  object  s 
two-fold — one  to  establish  certain  rights  between 
the  United  States  and  the  people  of  the  territory. 
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and  the  other  to  prescribe  the  terms  on  which  the 
new  States,  to  be  formed  out  of  this  territory,  are 
[        to  become  members  of  the  Union.    These  two 
L        objects  are  clearly  designated  in  the  preamble  to 
:        the  articles.  One  is  "  to  fix  and  establish  the  prin- 
I        '  ciples  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  as  the  basis  of 
r        *  all  laws,  constitutions,  and  governments  which  for 
I        <  ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  said  territory." 
The  other  is  "  to  provide  also  for  the  establishment 
I       '  of  States  and  permanejit  government  thereio. 
I        '  and  for  their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal 
<  Councils,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
'  States."    It  then  declares  these  to  be  "articles  of 
compact" — between  whom?    Two  descriptions  of 
parties — the  United   States  and  "the  people"  of 
the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  the  "  States" 
tor  be  formed  therein.    The  phraseology  of  these 
articles  keeps  up  this  distinction,  and  the  provi- 
sions are  peculiarly  adapted  to  these  different  ob- 
jects.   The  first,  second,  and  third  articles  relate 
exclusively  to  the  territory.    Freedom  of  religious 
worship,  habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  and  judicial 
proceedings  according  to  the  common  law,  reason- 
able bail,  moderate  fines  and  punishments,  security 
of  property,  encouragement  of  education,  and  an 
equal  representation  m  the  legislature,  are  secured 
to  the  people  of  the  "territory."  These  provisions, 
all  of  which  a  State  would  have  a  rieht  to  vary, 
and  many  of  which,  particularly  the  last,  most  of 
the  States  have  varied,  were  never  intended  as 
articles  of  compact  to  extend  to  the  "  States^"  and 
were  therefore  properly  limited  to  the  "territory." 
The  fourth  article  mentions  the  territory  and  the 
States  which  may  be  formed  therein,  and  makes 
provisions  common  to  both.    It  stipulates,  in  sub- 
stance, that  the  soil  or  property  of  the  United 
States,  the  rights  of  non-resident  proprietors  of 
land&  and  the  use  of  the  rivers,  shall  be  as  before ; 
and  tnat  the  States  shall  be  subject  to  the  duties^as 
they  are  to  be  entitled  to  the  privileges,  of  the  otner 
members  of  the  Confederacy. 

The  fifth  article  defines  tne  limits  of  these  new 
Stales ;  requires  their  constitutions  to  be  republi- 
can, and  "in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tained in  the  articles" — that  is,  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  which  relate  to  them  as  States,  but 
not  to  those  for  the  government  of  them  as  a 
Territory. 

All  the  reservations  relating  to  them  as  States, 
therefore,  are  an  equality  of  duties  and  privileges; 
a  security  for  property  and  for  the  use  of  rivers ; 
and  the  guaranty  of  a  republican  form  of  govern- 
ment AH  these  it  is  competent  and  usual  for 
Congress  to  require  under  the  Constitution. 

Now  comes  tne  provision  contained  in  the  sixth 
article,  on  which  so  much  reliance  has  been  placed ; 
and  you  would  suppose  that  it  provided  that  there 
should  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  the  said  Territory,  nor  in  either  of  the  new 
States  to  be  erected  therem.  But  it  says  no  such 
thing.  It  limits  the  provision  to  the  Territorp, 
You  will  now  perceive  that  this  ordinance  was 
drawn  with  great  care ;  that  the  first,  second,  and 
third  articles,  relate  exclusively  to  the  Territory ; 
the  fourth  article  makes  provisions  common  to 
both ;  the  fifth  relates  to  the  new  States ;  and  the 


sixth  is  a  proviso,  inserted  exclusively  for  the  Ter- 
ritory. 

Any  other  construction  would  impeach  the  in- 
tegrity of  Congress,  and  &x  upon  them  a  violation 
of  a  solemn  compact.  It  is  indeed  doubtful  whe- 
ther this  will  entirely  exculpate  them.  But,  if  the 
provision  admits  of  doubt,  it  is  proper  to  give  it 
that  construction  most  consistent  with  innocence 
and  ffood  faith. 

The  United  States  beinff  exceedingly  embar- 
rassed for  funds ;  their  paper  having  become  worth- 
less: and  the  war  continuing, — Confess  by  a 
resolution  of  the  6th  September,  1780,  invited  the 
States  to  cede  thdr  claims  to  the  western  lands  to 
the  United  States ;  and  to  encourage  those  which 
had  any  pretensions  of  title,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  induce  purchasers  from  the  slaveholdinc  as  well 
as  the  other  States,  they,  by  another  resolution  of 
the  10th  October  of  the  same  year,  promised  that 
"  the  lands  should  be  disposed  of  for  the  common 
'  benefit  of  the  United  States^  and  be  settled  and 
^  formed  into  distinct  republican  States,  which 
'  should  become  members  of  the  Federal  Union, 
^  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom, 
'  and  ipdependence,  as  the  other  States." 

At  this  time,  several  States  claimed  title  to  the 
lands  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  Connecticut  had  a 
claim,  of  which  she  had  the  address  to  make  some- 
thing, and  has  converted  the  proceeds  to  a  very 
wise,  benevolent,  and  patriotic  purpose.  The  claim 
of  Massachusetts  was  little  better  than  moonshine. 
That  of  New  York  was  worse  5  for,  if  I  mistake 
not,  she  described  all  the  lands  to  which  she  had 
any  title  within  certain  boundaries,  and  released 
the  rest  to  the  United  States,  on  condition,  how- 
ever, that  Congress  would  guarantor  to  her  the 
lands  described.  The  claim  of  Virginia  was  the 
oldest,  largest,  and  best  It  extended,  I  think,  on 
the  shore  two  hundred  miles  each  way,  from  Old 
Point  Comfort,  and  then  across  the  Continent  to 
the  Pacific — the  southern  line  running  West,  and 
the  northern  northwest,  ^obably,  so  as  to  em- 
brace most  of , this  tract.  These  States  made  their 
cessions — Virginia  on  the  1st  March,  1784.  Con- 
fess, on  the  23d  of  April  of  the  same  year,  and 
during  the  same  session,  passed  a  resolution  pro* 
viding  for  a  temporary  government  of  the  Terri- 
tory^ for  the  erection  ofnew  States,  and  for  their 
admission  into  the  Union,  upon  no  other  condi- 
tions but  those  of  mutual  burdens  and  benefits; 
republican  constitutions ;  and  a  preservation  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States,  with  its  usual  attri- 
butes. The  resolution  then  solenmlv  engages  that 
"  the  preceding  articles  shall  be  formed  into  a 
'  charter  or  compact;  shall  be  duly  executed  by 
*  the  President  ot  the  United  States — ^in  Congress 

<  assembled — under  his  hand  and  the  seal  of  the 
'  United  States;  shall  be  promu^ated;  and  shall 
^  stand,  as  fundamental  constitutions  between  the 
^  thirteen  original  States  and  each  of  the  several 
'  States  now  newly  districted,  unalterable,  from 
'  and  after  the  sale  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of 
'  such  State,  pursuant  to  this  resolve,  but  by  th^ 
'  joint  consent  of  the  United  States,  in  Congress 

<  assembled,  and  the  particular  State  within  ^nueh 
'  such  alteration  is  proposed  to  be  made." 
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The  ob)6ct  of  the  solemnity  of  this  eompaet, 
admits  of  no  doubt.  It  was  a  lure  to  purchasers ; 
and  they  were  in  hopes,  by  these  solemn  stipula- 
tions, to  induce  slaveholders,  and  others,  to  pur- 
chase the  lands.  The  moment  a  purchase  should 
be  made,  this  compact  became  eroctual  between 
the  United  States  and  the  purchasers,  and  was  in- 
dispensable, until  a  State  should  be  f<HTned,  and 
give  its  consent,  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  to  an 
ahevation.  No  prohibition  of  slaverv  was  msated 
that  the  slaveholder  might  be  equally  sure  of  his 
property  with  another  man.  Extend  the  6th  arti- 
cle of  the  ordinance  of  ^87  to  the  States,  and  there 
is  no  apolojgy  for  this  palpaMe  breach  of  compact 
and  violation  of  faith.  The  conditions  of  admis- 
sion are  defined  under  the  most  solemn  and  posi- 
tiye  pledge.  And  how  comes  it  to  pass,  that  the 
eompact  is  altered  in  reg^ird  to  the  giovemment  of 
the  Territory  ?  Policy,  sir,  sngc^ested  the  resolu- 
tions of  17^  and  17o4,  and  j^icy  dictated  the 
alteration  in  the  ordinance  of  1787.  In  the  reso- 
lutions of  1780  and  1784^  the  ofier  to  purchasers 
was  gcaieral.  In  the  period  of  three  years  it  had 
been  discovered  that  the  soil  and  climate  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory  would  not  admit  of  apro- 
ilable  cultivation  by  slaves.  The  people  from  the 
North  had  made  lai|^  purchases,  and  were  ma- 
king rapid  progress  m  settlements.  The  people 
irom  the  South  preferred  emigrating  with  their 
slaves  to  the  milder  climates  and  more  suitable 
soils  of  (what  are  .  now)  Kentucky,  Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and  Alabama.  As  a  general  ofier 
would  be  most  likeiv  to  facilitate  sales  in  ^80  and 
'di,  so  an  ofier,  with  the  restriction  against  sla- 
very, in  this  Territory,  would  produce  the  same 
«fiect  in  1787.  This  was  not  only  a  violation  of 
eompact  with  purchasers,  but  with  Vinrinia.  I 
do  not  stand  the  advocate  or  flatterer  of  Virginia. 
In  these  respects,  as  w^l  as  every  other,  Virginia 
is  very  capable  of  taking  care  of  herself.  It  does 
not  afipear  that  she  assented  or  dissented  to  this 
alteration.  She  might  acquiesce,  from  motives  of 
Buignanimity,  or  from  a  conviction  that  the  course 
of  settlement  and  the  kind  of  population  wotild 
produce  the  same  result  as  the  sixth  article  con- 
tempkited*  But,  it  was  never  doubted  by  the  peo- 
ple there,  and  it  was  so  stated  by  a  gentleman  from 
Ohio  in  the  last  Congress,  that  they  were  perfectly 
free  to  nuthorize  or  inhibit  slavery  at  their  elee- 
tion.  But,  whatever  might  be  the  intent  or  ^fect 
of  an  ordinance,  passed  before  the  adoption  of  die 
Constitution,  when  the  principles  of  a  Federal 
Government  were  not  understood,  nor  the  neces- 
•ity  of  a  balance  of  sovereignty  peredved,  it  is 
most  manifest  that  this  ordinance  is  so  modified 
by  the  Constitution,  and  must  conform  to  its  prin- 
ciples. And  the  6tb  article,  providing  that  en- 
gagements entered  into  before  its  adoption  shall 
be  as  vi^  against  the  United  States  as  before,  was 
probably  worded  with  this  caution,  that  the  other 
party  to  the  eompact  ^lould  be  no  farther  obligated 
than  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

It  is.  therefore,  most  clear,  that,  whether  we  con- 
•ider  this  article  of  the  ordinance,  as  confined  to 
the  Territory,  a  violation  of  compact,  or  modified 


by  the  Constitution,  it  is  equaUy  inefl^tual  as  a 
precedent,  and  cannot,  for  a  moment,  stand  in  o« 
way. 

Having  disposed  of  the  precedents  to  mjr  owm 
satisfaction,  and,  as  I  hope,  to  the  satisfection  ti 
the  C<mimittee,  I  will  recur  for  a  moment  to  the 
proposition  that  the  political  power  of  a  State  can- 
not be  diminished  vy  Congress,  as  a  condition  of 
her  admission  into  tne  Union,  and  glance,  as  time 
will  permit^  at  some  of  the  consequences  of  a  coa- 
trary  doctrme. 

The  power  to  impose,  includes  a  power  to  en- 
force. How  is  this  condition  to  be  enforced  t  Not 
by  the  singular  process  of  expulsion  from  tite 
u  nion*  You  must  legislate^  i^nd  if  you  legialate, 
you  must  adjudicate,  and  if  you  adjudiea^  yon 
must  execute.  The  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States  must  extend  to  all  cases  afifecting  ther^la 
of  restraint  or  obligations  of  sarvice,  to  aH  con- 
traets  in  derogation  of  personal  rights,  and  ^ 
trespasses  wherein  the  right  of  coercion  is  ques- 
tioned. Your  new  State  of  Missouri  will  then  be 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  a  great  variety  of  cases,  in  whk^ 
the  State  courts  of  other  States  have  exclusive 
cognizance. 

This  is  not  all.  You  may  reserve  other  politi- 
cal powers  if  you  can  reserve  this.  You  may  re- 
quire that  the  Governor  shall  be  appointed  by  ^e 
President,  that  he  shall  appoint  the  officers  of  the 
militia,  and  thus  bring  the  military  power  of  ^ 
State  under  the  absolute  control  €^  the  President 
You  may  demand  of  the  State  to  maintain  troops 
or  ships  of  war,  and  in  diis  way  intimtdate  toe 
SHates  to  yield  to  the  usurpations  of  federal  power. 
You  may,  under  this  authority,  regulate  devises, 
descents,  and  every  tenure  of  property.  In  fine, 
you  may  make  a  constitution  entire^  and  impose 
It  on  a  State  as  the  condition  of  her  admissfoo. 

Andj  sir,  if  you  can  diminish,  why  not  mereaae 
the  political  power  of  a  new  State  ?  There  might 
be  a  plausible  pretext  for  this.  A  r^actory  State 
in  the  neighborhood  to  awe.  an  oiemy  to  rep^  or 
a  Territory  to  conquer.  The  claims  for  past,  or 
the  prospect  of  future,  military  or  political  ser- 
vices, might  be  ursed  as  reasons  for  exenmdng  a 
new  State  from  tne  Constitutional  prohioitiaB, 
and  warrant  you  in  giving  her  authority  to  com 
money,  pass  tender  laws,  establish  imposts,  and 
keep  troops  and  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace. 

Diminish  the  political  power  of  a  new  State, 
and  you  accumulate  a 'federal  control  over  it,  dan- 
gerous to  the  other  States.  Increase  it,  and  yon 
put  in  jeopardy  the  Union.  Make  a  State  men 
any  thing  else  than  one  of  exact  pc^tical  pow^ns 
with  the  rest,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  whiok  yon 
might  not  go,  from  nearly  absolute  sovereignty  en 
the  one  hand,  to  mere  colonial  subjection  on  the 
other.  Here,  sir,  the  fidd  is  boundless.  Theinind 
might  dwelL  in  probaUe  conjecture,  on  the  erife 
that  would  flow  from  this  assumption  of  pow«r. 
But  the  time  I  have  already  occupied  admonish 
me  to  beware  how  severely  I  tax  the  indulgeoee 
of  the  Committee. 

Let  it  not  be*  said,  however,  althooffh  Congicas 
cannot  nnpose  this  condition,  still  £ey  may,  at 
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theiT  discretion,  refuse  to  admit.  It  wa9  nevcT 
expected  or  intended  that  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  hold  any  considerable  portion  of 
popula^tkm  under  their  exclusive  jurisdiction.  An 
extensive  ^stem  of  colonization  would  strengthen 
the  federal  arm  and  weaken  and  endanger  the 
powers  of  the  States.  What  would  be  the  condi- 
tion of  the  federal  compact,  when  the  population 
of  the  Territories  approached  near  that  of  the 
States  ?  Where  would  be  your  State  ri^hts^  if, 
in  addition  to  that  yielded  up  by  the  Constitotion, 
Congress  had  a  vast  population  subject  to  their 
exclusive  control  ?  In  ordinary  cases,  sound  policy 
requires,  and  constant  practice  demands,  tibat  the 
people  of  a  Territory  should  be  made  a  |Hirty  to 
the  federal  compact  as  soon  as  their  ezi^[eiHMes 
and  their  interests  required  it.  And  what  is  3roar 
pretence  in  this  case  ?  You  allow  them  ripe  for 
admission,  but  refuse  them,  unless  they  will  sur- 
render a  political  power  possessed  by  all  the  resjL 
But  you  have  another  oui^tion  to  fulfil.  Yo.u 
kave  solemnly  stipulated  with  these  people  that 
you  will  admit  them.  Portions  of  this  Tenitory 
nave  been  included  in  three  Stotes,  which  have 
been  already  admitted  upon  the  same  terms  which 
Missouri  asks.  These  people  are,  by  your  treaty, 
entitled,  as  soon  as  possiUe,  and  yet  you  pretend 
that  it  was  not  possible  to  admit  tnem  unless  they 
will  consent  to  be  disrobed  of  an  essential  attribute 
of  sovereignty,  not  demanded  in  any  other.  Such 
an  excuse  is  an  insult  to  an  ordinary  understanding. 

Did  the  Constitution  authorize  this  restriction, 
the  treaty  forbids  it.  They  are  to  be  admitted 
'^  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution'' upon  the  same  terms,  and  retaining  the 
juaat  sovereign  powers  of  other  States.  They  are 
to  be  entitled  to  "  all  the  rights,  immunities,  and 
advantages  of  the  citiz«is  of  the  United  States;" 
to  make  their  own  constitution,  and  regulate  the 
relations  and  duties  of  the  members  of  the  com- 
munity in  their  own  way. 

Sir,  I  have  been  surprised  at  the  suggestion 
that  these  people  were  transferred  to  us  mthom 
^eir  consent,  and  were  no  parties  to  the  com- 
pact A  compact  made  for  the  benefit  of  a  peo^ 
and  they  choosing  to  take  advantage  of  it,  and 
yet  no  parties  to  it !  But  this  is  not  more  surpris- 
ing than  the  most  singular  doctrine  of  die  gentle- 
man from  New  YorLtbat  ^bh  treaty  gives  us 
sovereign  control  and  tne  same  powers  over  this 
people  which  could  have  been  exercised  by  France ! 
Then  I  suppose  that  if  we  Md  received  the  cession 
hom  the  Dey  of  Algiers,  or  the  Grand  Seignior,  our 
Bolitkal  powers  wmild  hare  been  thesameai  theirs. 
Tills  doctrine  is  monstrous.  Congress  has,  to  be 
sure,  power  to  regulate  the  government  of  mt  Ter- 
ritories. But  so  mr  is  this  from  being  absokite,  that 
it  must  be  exercised  under  the  same  limitations 
and  with  the  same  regard  to  the  rights  of  life, 
liberty,  and  property,  as  citizens  of  a  State  are 
entitled  to.  And,  upon  another  grouitd,  is  not 
Congress  pledged?  At  the  time  of  the  cession, 
the  people  held  a  property  in  daves.  The  act  of 
31st  October,  1803,  authorizing  the  Ptesident  to 
.take  possession  of  Loaisiana,  secures. to  them  tft^ 
right.    On  the  36th  Match,  1804,  Congren  mpm- 


aled  this  district  from  that  of  Orleans,  (now  Louis- 
iana,) and  establi^ed  a  Territorial  government, 
with  legislative  powers,  provided  for  the  seeosity 
of  persons  and  property,  and  confirmed  their  eac- 
istm^  laws ;  and,  on  the  2d  March,  1806,  further 
provision  was  made  for  their  govemm^it,  aad 
their  laws  continued  in  force ;  and,  on  the  4lh 
June,  1812^  the  present  Territorial  government 
was  estaUished,  with  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  powers,  the  usual  rights  secured,  and  the 
existing  laws  continued  and  confirmed.  These 
existing  laws,  during  these. several  alterations  of 
the  government,  related  the  right  and  title  to 
slaves,  not  only  authorized  but  established  by  Con- 
gress. Whence,  sir,  do  you  derive  the  power  to 
take  it  away  1  Their  government  is  established 
by  charter,  which,  without  their  consent,  it  is  not 
in  your  power  to  repeal.  What^  sir,  have  we  for- 
gotten the  doctrine  of  the  sanctity  of  chartered 
rights'?  Would  you  pretend  to  greater  power 
than  the  Parliamentof  Enfldand?  You  have  read 
in  her  history  of  one  of  her  Kings  who  seized  upon 
the  franchises  of  corporations,  and  that  these  «sts, 
even  at  that  period,  were  deemed  usurpations.    - 

You  cannot  have  forgotten  the  stands  made  by 
the  Colonies,  in  d^ence  of  their  charters.  Gkeat 
Britain  never,  until  the  Revolution  commenced, 
ventured  to  vacate  them  without  trial  and  judg- 
ment, aoeordmg  to  law.  A  promin^t  caaaqge 
against  the  parent  country,  in  your  Declaration 
of  Independence,  is  '^  for  taJung  away  our  char- 
tared  rights." 

But  we  are  told,  in  a  memorial  on  your  table, 
from  Boston,  that  Congress  has  on  this  sul^t 
unlimited  control ;  that  they  can  impose  any  conr 
dition  which  their ^  '^justice,  wisdom,  or  policy 
may  dictate."  Indeed !  has  it  come  to  this  f  Al>- 
solute  power  of  Congress,  and  irom  Boston  loe  ? 
Most  of  these  gentlemen  have  chanced  their  tone 
since  1612, 1813,  and  1814.  Thm  Uieir  jealousy 
of  Congress  was  such,  that  they  would  not  albw 
them  to  determine  when  the  country  was  in  dan- 
ger of  invasion,  but  confined  this  power  to  the 
exclusive  discretion  of  their  Qoveinor.  JVm^  ab»- 
lute  power  hs  conceded  over  the  lives,  liberties,  and 
of  the  people  of  your  Territories.    Then 


&om  a  jealousy  of  your  powers,  or  an  attachment  to 
the  th«a  President,  they  insisted,  serbudy  insisted, 
that  you  should  not  have  their  militia,  unkss  the 
President  should  command  them  in  person,  and  ob- 
tained a  judicial  decision  to  fortify  them  in  this  aafs 
and  pructent  Constitutional  stand.  Now  <<  Parlia- 
ment may  bind  the  colonies  inaU  cases  whatsa- 
ever;"  and  by  and  l^e  Parliament,  with  their 
colonies  at  their  heels,  will  have^e  awaiis  toted 
them  in  ati  cases  whatsoever. 

Your  dutiesare,  first,  to  go^em  and  protect  theas, 
until  they  are  ripe  for  admission,  and  then  to.t»- 
corporate  Aem,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges^  and 
immunities  of  citizens.  You  pcrfomi  the  first  ob- 
ligation, and  r^ise  the  second,  unless  tlw^  wiU 
surrender  the  r^t  ^nted  in  Uie  first.  We  say 
to  Missouri,  we  admit  we  were  indebted  in  tipo 
obUgfitaons;  we hnve  performed  one, and  wiU  per- 
form the  other,  if  you  will  snirender  tkeooatider- 
atioQ.  paid  for  the  first. 
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This  is  year  humanity.  You  refuse  to  admit 
Missouri  as  a  State  unless  she  will  give  up  her 
slares,  and  yet  you  will  permit  her  to  keep  them 
as  a  Territory.  You  negatived  this  restriction 
upon  Arkansas,  at  the  last  session,  and  as  Territo- 
ries you  have  confirmed  the  right  in  both.  Upon 
what  principle  of  humanity,  then,  do  you  now  act  ? 
Is  a  Territorial  ffo\Fernment,  created  by  a  Con- 
gress, having  high  pretensions  to  absolute  power, 
more  consistent  with  the  dictates  of  humanity  and 
compassion  than  one  formed  by  the  pjeople  ? 

I  fear,  sir,  there  is  something  of  policy  as  well 
as  humanity  in  this  business,  and  that  the  former 
eomes  dressed  out  in  th«  earb  of  the  latter. 

The  gentleman  from  New.  York  has  told  us  that 
a  slave  representation  beyond  the  original  States 
is  unequal,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  com- 
pact. I  know  not  where  the  gentleman  derived 
nis  authority ;  surely  not  from  the  Constitution. 
It  is  there  agreed  that  the  representatives  shall  be 
apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  free  per- 
aons,  and  three-fifths  of  the  slaves — not  in  such 
States  as  then  existed,  but  in  such  as  "  may  be  in- 
cluded within  this  Union."  The  language  is  ex- 
plicit and  positive.  Why  is  this  spectre  conjured 
up  agaip,  to  frighten  the  people  out  of  their  liber- 
ties f  But  it  does  not  frighten  me.  I  have  !«een 
the*phantom  before.  It  made  its  appearance  in 
MassachusetU  in  1812,  reappeared  in  1813,  and  in 
1814  it  became  familiar ;  interposed  in  our  schemes 
of  policy;  and,  as  app^rs,  dictated  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  delegates  of  the  Hartford  Convention. 
(Here  Mr.  H.  read  part  of  the  instructions  from  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  which  concluded 
thus :  "  And  also  to  Uke  measures,  if  they  think 
'  Moper,  for  procuring  a  convention  of  delegates 
^  mm  all  the  United  States,  in  order  to  revise  the 

*  Constitution  thereof,  and  more  effectually  to  se- 

*  cure  the  support  and  attachment  of  all  the  peo- 
'  pl^  by  placing  all  upon  the  basis  of  fair  represen- 

*  tation."]    You  see  what  it  was  then,  and  this  is 
a  shadow  of  that  shadow ! 

The  Constitution,  as  every  one  knows,  is  the 
^ect  of  compromise.  The  compromise  on  this 
subject  was  not  a  yidding  up  by  the  North,  in 
representation,  as  an  equi^ent  lor  direct  taxa- 
tion. It  was  not  expected  that  this  odious  mode 
ofobtaining  revenue  would  be  often  resorted  to. 
Slaves  were  property,  but  they  were  human  be- 
ings. They  Lad  some,  but  few,  political  rights 
secured  to  them  by  the  laws  of  theur  States.  One 
side,  as  a  rule  of  representation,  contended  for 
their  full  enumeration,  and  the  other  for  their  en- 
tire exclusion.  It  ended  in  a  compromise,  which 
einWaced  three-fifths.  It  was  a  compact,  and  we 
are  bound  by  it ;  and  if  it  was  a  bad  or  a  good  bfut- 
gain.  I  will  neither  complain  of  it  on  the  one  hand, 
nor  boast  of  it  on  the  other. 

But  it  does  apmear  to  me,  sir,  that  this  measure, 
on  the  ground  of  representation,  is  a  mistaken  pol- 
icy. We  wish  to  diminish  the  influence  of  this 
mighty  pecmle,  rising  in  the  West.  The  repre- 
MAtatives  of  Missouri  are  one  day  to  form  a  local 
babnce  a^inst  a  State  in  the  Bast  Population 
is,  aecordiBg  to  the  ^  means  of  existence,"  the 
amcmat  of  productive  labor.    Fire  slaves  will  oc- 


cupy a  space  which  would  supply  eight  free  per- 
sons, while  those  slaves  would  be  entitled  to  only 
three-eighths  of  the  amount  of  representation ;  and 
yet  the  people  of  New  England,  governed  by  a 
mistaken  national  policy,  would  add  this  among 
the  reasons  for  inhibiting  slav^es  in  Missouri. 

It  is  extremely  Imfortunate  that  reasons  like 
this,  inducing  an  inquiry  into  the  equity  of  the 
basis  of  the  Constitution,  and  calculated  to  excite 
geographical  distinctions  and  jealousies,  should 
erer  have  been  urged  in  this  House.  It  is  not  im- 
probable that  there  are  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every 
other  Gk>vernment.  men> watching  every  favorable 
opportunity  for  a  change. 

if  this  subject  did  not  originate  in  motives  of 
ambition,  if  a  political  scheme  was  not  the  causey 
it  may  be  the  effect  of  this  extraordinary  sensibil- 
ity. Ambitious,  desperate  men  may  lake  advan- 
tage of  popular  excitement,  and,  aJfter  all  other 
schemes  have  failed  them,  succeed  by  producing, 
the  worst  of  all,  a  geographical  division  of  party, 
and  rise  to  power  under  its  banners.  And,  sir,  it 
is  already  whispered  that  this  hobby  did  originate 
in  a  part  of  the  country  Very  prolific  in  such  pro- 
ductions^ that  his  blood  is  of  different  kinds;  that 
he  is  claimed  by  men  of  high  standing  and  char- 
acter, but  of  different  complexions,  feelings^  and 
sentiments;  that  they  have  nevertheless  agreed, as 
many  as  can,  to  mount  him  together;  that  they 
&ro  jogginff  on  with  great  cordiality  and  afiecUon; 
and  that  the  head  of  the  pony  is  directed  towards 
the  chair  of  the  General  Govemmoit.  This  may 
be  all  suspicion ;  but  if  no  such  case  has  yet  oc- 
curred, should  the  excitement  be  kept  up,  and  the 
nature  of  man  remain  what  it  ever  has  b^,  such 
and  more  mischievous  schemes  will  be  produced, 
discord  will  rear  its  head,  and  faction  again  mar 
our  peace,  paralyze  our  prosperity,  and  at  last  de- 
stroy our  liberty. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  can  have  but 
one  interest.  Their  ties  are  strong,  and  their  mo- 
tives to  union  great  They  have  fought  and  tri- 
umphed, suffer^  and  prospered  together.  There 
is  a  constant  dependence  of  the  parts,  indispensa- 
ble to  the  liberty,  greatness,  and  glory  of  the  whole. 
Trifling  jealousies  even  are  injurious  to  fair  ic;gis- 
lation.  A  fear  that  a  geographical  division  will 
receive  more  than  its  share  of  profit  or  power,  will 
produce  a  corresponding  jealousy,  until  every  load 
or  private  act  will  become  a  matter  of  compro- 
niise  and  bar^n.  But  an  excitement  which  di- 
vides the  Umted  States  in  nearly  equal  halves  is 
dangerous  indeed.  In  such  a  case,  the  passioas 
have  greater  sc(^  ambition  stronger  induce- 
ments, and  the  intrigues  of  party  more  powerful 
tonptations. 

But  this  division  is  singularly  unfortunate.  It 
is  the  only  subject  on  which  the  slaveholding  States 
could  be  made  to  unite  against  the  rest  Are  the 
general  interests  of  Delaware  more  united  with 
Uiose  of  Georgia  than  of  Pennsylvania  ?  Are  the 
interests  of  Ohio  more  coincident  with  Massachu- 
setts than  Kentucky  ?  Sir,  the  hopes  and  {m)a- 
pects  of  the  North  and  East  are  interwoven  with 
the  prosperity  of  the  South  and  West;  and  yet 
we  have  armed  ourselves  against  them  alL    It  is 
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not  with  them  a  question  of  policy,  of  political 
power,  but  of  safety,  peace,  existence.  They  con- 
sider it  as  hastening  and  prorokinfip  scenes  of  in- 
surrection and  massacre.  Their  jealousy  and  their 
sensibility  are  roused,  and  they  demand  what  mo- 
tire,  what  inducement,  you  have  to  this  ?  They 
are  answered,  humanity.  In  the  name  of  humani- 
ty, desist !  She  asks  no  such  sacrifices  at  her  altar. 
Ureate  jealousies,  heart-burnings,  and  hatred  ;  set 
brother  apiinst  brother,  kindle  the  flames  of  civil 
discord,  destroy  the  Union,  and  your  liberties  are 
ffone.  And  then,  where  will  your  slaves  find  the 
freedom  which  you  proffered  tnem  at  the  expense 
of  your  own  ? 

But  should  these  dangers  be  averted,  there  are 
others  in  prospect.  Missouri,  by  an  act  of  territo- 
rial legislation,  forms  a  constitution,  and  at  the 
next  session  applies  for  admission.  She  comes 
from  her  rivers  and  her  forests,  knocks  at  your 
door,  and  supplicates  you  for  admission.  She 
shows  you  your  promise,  and  that  it  has  been  ful- 
filled to  three  oi  her  sisters,  whose  merits  are  no 
greater  than  hers.  You  stamp  her  with  indignity ; 
you  reject  her.  No  rebellion,  no  resistance ;  your 
arm  is  too  strong — ^you  can  compel  obedience. 
But  you  cannot  compel  affection.  She  retires  to 
lier  native  forests ;  the  goods  of  fortune  flow  pro- 
fusely ;  she  grows,  and  the  sense  of  your  injury 
grows  with  her  growth  and  strengthens  with  her 
strength.  That  voice  which  once  you  treated  as 
the  complaint  of  a  child  now  assumes  the  tone 
and  firmness  of  ripened  age.  She  now  demands 
that  justice  which  once  she  solicited  in  vain.  In- 
stead of  yielding,  you  impose  some  tea  tax  or  stamp 
tax  to  remind  her  of  her  dependence.    Her  com- 

Elaints  become  loud  ;  her  neighborssympathize  in 
er  behalf.  Mexico,  bavins  oecome  ricn,  power- 
ful, and  independent^  is  called  in— but  I  forbear. 
Let  the  history  of  nations  teach  us  a  lesson  on  colo- 
nization, and  to  beware  how  we  despise  the  just 
complaints  of  a  young  and  enterpnsing  people, 
nursed  in  the  lap  of  fr^om. 

I  fear  I  see  in  this  struggle  dangers  and  evils  of 
serious  import.  May  my  forebodings  prove  vain 
and  visionary.  But  my  fears  are  strong  that  they 
will  be  found  to  be  fatal  realities.  I  will  relieve 
the  Committee,  however,  from  further  remarks  of 
mine,  and  conclude  bv  reading  a  few  sentences 
from  the  Farewdl  Aadress  of  the  man  who  was 
^  first  in  war,  first  in  peace,  and  first  in  the  hearts 
of  his  countiymen." 

*<  It  is  of  infiDite  moment  that  you  shoald  properly 
'       estimate  the  immense  value  of  your  national  Union  to 
'      jour  collective  and  individnal  happiness;   that  you 
'       shoDld  cherish  a  cordial,  habitnal,  and  immovable  at- 
'      tachment  to  it ;  accostomiog  yourselves  to  think  and 
speak  of  it  as  the  palladia m  of  your  political  safety 
I       and  proeperity ;  watching  for  its  preservation  with  jeal- 
t      cos  anxiety  ;  discountenancing  whatever  may  suggest 
I       even  a  suspicion  that  it  can,  in  any  event,  be  aban- 
(      doned ;  and  indignantly  frowning  upon  the  first  dawn- 
ing of  every  attempt  to  alienate  any  portion  of  our 
country  from  the  rest,  or  to  enfeeble  the  sacred  ties 
which  BOW  bind  together  the  various  parts. 

**  In  contemplating  the  causes  which  may  disturb 
oar  Union,  it  ocoars  as  matter  of  serious  oonoem,  that 


any  ground  sboold  have  been  furnished  for  character- 
izing parties  by  geographical  discrimination — North- 
ern and  Southern,  Atkmiie  and  Western — whence  de- 
signing men  may  endeavor  to  excite  a  belief  that  there 
is  a  real  difierence  of  local  interests  and  views.  Yon 
cannot  shield  yoarseWes  too  much  against  the  jeal- 
ousies and  heart-burnings  which  spring  from  these' 
misrepresentations.'' 

And  then,  as  if  he  felt  a  premonition  that  his 
advice  would  be  forgotten  and  his  counsel  rejected, 
he  adds — 

**  In  offering  to  you,  my  countrymen,  these  counsels 
of  an  old  and  affectionate  friend,  I  dare  not  hope  they 
will  make  the  strong  and  lasting  impression  I  could 
wish ;  that  they  will  control  the  usual  current  of  the 
passions,  or  prevent  our  nation  from  running  the  course 
which  has  hitherto  marked  the  destiny  of  nations ;  btt1» 
If  I  may  even  flatter  myself  that  they  may  be  produc- 
tive of  some  partial  benefit,  some  occasional  good ; 
that  they  may  now  and  then  recur  to  moderate  the 
fary  of  ^arty-spirit,  to  warn  against  the  mischiefs  of 
foreign  intrigue,  to  goard  against  the  impostures  of 
pretended  patriotbm,  this  hope  will  be  a  fbll  recom- 
pense for  the  solicitude  for  your  welfare,  by  which  they 
have  been  dictated." 

The  Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again,  and  the  House  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 


Friday,  January  28. 

Thr  Speaker  presented  petitions  from  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  praying 
for  the  right  of  pre-emption  in  the  purchase  of  the 
lands  on  which  they  reside,  to  include  their  im- 
provements, and  that  military  warrants,  or  the 
Cherokee  Indian  claims,  may  not  be  extended  over 
them ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  WoouBRiDGE  presented  a  petition  of  Nar 
thaniel  Champe;  on  behalf  of  himself  and  the  other 
heirs  of  John  Champe,  deceased,  a  sergeant  major 
in  Lee's  legion,  in  tne  Revolutionarr  army,  pray- 
ing for  a  grant  of  the  land  due  for  tne  services  of 
their  ancestor  in  the  capacity  aforesaid  ;  as,  also, 
for  some  other  compensation  for  his  perilous  ana 
distinguished  services,  performed  by  order  of  Qen- 
eral  Washington;  and  that  some  appointment, 
civil  or  military,  may  be  conferred  on  him,  the  pe- 
titioner, for  his  own  services  in  the  late  war  with 
Great  Britain ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  Newtom,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the  for- 
eign commerce  of  the  United  States,"  reported  the 
same  without  amendment,  and  it  vns  ordered  to 
be  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary, to  which  was  referred  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  a  district 
court  in  the  State  of  Alabama,"  reported  the  same 
with  amendments ;  which  were  read^  and,  with 
the  bill,  committed  to  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole 
to  which  is  conamitted  the  IhII  from  the  Senate, 
entitleid  "An  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  in  ana 
for  the  District  of  Blaine." 
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Mr.  SfiKOBAifT,  {torn  the  same  conunittee,  to 
irhiefa  wu  also  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate, 
QOtided  ^'An  act  to  co&tiiMie  in  force  Ae  act,  enti- 
dttd  'An  act  to  proride  fior  reports  of  the  decisions 
oi  the  Supreme  Court,'  approved  the  3d  of  March, 
1917,"  reported  the  same  with  an  amendment; 
which  was  read,  and,  with  the  bill,  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last  mentioned. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  same  committee,  made 
a  Deport  on  the  petition  of  Josqph  M.  Skinner,  ac- 
companied by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said  Joseph 
fti.  Skinner,  admmistrator  of  Georffe  Skinner,  de- 
ceased ;  which  was  read  twice,  «nd  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Anderaon,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  to  designate  the  boun- 
daries of  districts,  and  establish  land  offices  for  the 
disposal  of  the  pablic  lands,  not  heretofore  offered 
for  sale,  in  the  States  of  Alabama  and  Indiana ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  to  which  is  conmiitted  the 
bill  for  the  establishment  o(  additional  land  offices 
in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina. 
Ihe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  instructea 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law 
for  the  allowance  of  bounty  land  to  all  soldiers 
who  enlisted  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain, 
and  who  procured  subsdtutes,  in  proportion  to  the 
lisae  of  service  pei^formed  by  them,  and  their  sub- 
atitittes,  respectively ;  and,  also,  ail  others  who  en- 
listed and  remained  in  service  doriuff  the  war, 
mad  were  regularly  discharged,  not  already  pro- 
vided for  bylaw. 

On  motkmof  Mr.  Phelps,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  requested  to  inform  this  House  when 
the  accounts  of  the  Post  Office  Department  were 
iait  audited,  and  the  amount  of  the  balance,  if  any, 
tben  due ;  also,  a  statement  of  the  Quarterly  amount 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  of  mat  Department, 
from  the  first  appointment  of  the  present  Post- 
master General  to  the  1st  day  of  December,  1819, 
iBciusive* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pinuall,  the  Secretary  of 
State  was  instraoted  to  Uy  before  this  Houite  a  list 
of  the  newpapers  in  which  the  laws,  resolutions, 
and  orders  of  Congress  are  published,  and  have 
been  jpublished,  durio^  the  sessions  of  the  14th 
4Wd  15tk  Congress,  designating  the  State,  District, 
or  Territory  in  which  each  newspaper  was  p«^ 
liahed,  with  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  such 
publication. 

Mr.  Brush  made  an  unsucces^ul  motion  that 
the  hill  for  ther^ief  of  William  Kins  should  be 
taken  from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  Claims,  unfavomble  to 
4he  petition  of  Joseph  Whealcni,  was  referred  to 
the  Attorney  Gtoerai  for  his  opinion  thereon. 

A  imessage  from  the  Senate  mformed  tiie  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  ''Resection  pro- 
posing an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  as  it  respects  the  ohmee  of  Bledocs 
of  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  election  of  Representatives  in  the 


Congress  of  the  United  Stales,"  in  which  theywk 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  twice,  and 
mitted  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  tKei 
of  the  Union. 

Tfli:  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  eommittee  oi 
this  subject,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the  diair.) 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Massachusetts,  resumed  the 
floor,  and  occupied  about  trnt)  hoors  in  conckidag 
the  argument  which  he  oommeaoed  yesterday, 
af^nst  the  proposed  restriction. — His  remarks  are 
given  entire  in  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  Smyth,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the  Chair. 
He  said  that  the  constitutionality  of  the  memmn 
proposed,  was  the  subject  which  he  intoided  £nt 
to  consider.  Tbe  Constitution,  said  he,  provides 
that  ^  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  Congsen 
into  this  Unkm."  If,  then,  a  new  State  is  acaiit- ' 
ted  into  "  this  Union,"  must  it  not  be  an  terms  of 
equality  7  Can  the  old  Slates,  the  first  parties  to 
this  Union,  bind  other  StKtes  iartiier  than  chcf 
themselves  are  bound  1  Can  they  hind  the  new 
States  not  to  admit  slavery,  and  preserve  to  them- 
selves the  right  to  admit  slavery  ?  Shall  the  old 
States  preserve  rights  of  which  the  new  States 
shall  be  deprived  ?  Can  this  Crovemment  demand 
of  the  new  States  a  right  to  eccercise  powen  over 
them,  that  it  cannot  exercise  over  the  old  Slates? 
If  so,  jou  may  demand  of  ihe  new  States  power 
to  legislate  over  them  as  you  legislate  over  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Can  you  itipulate  with  a 
new  State  that  she  shall  have  but  one  Senator; 
Uiat  her  representation  in  this  House  shall  be  ap- 
portioned oy  the  number  of  her  free  tnhaimantB 
only:  that  she  ^ali  not  appoint  her  full  numter 
of  Mectors  of  the  President;  or  that  she  aball  apt 
have  a  republican  form  of  government?  Yoia 
cannot;  for  the  Constitution  fixes  the  EJ^hts  of 
every  State  in  these  respects.  Can  you  eUpulnte 
for  the  refirulation  of  the  press,  for  the  estaiUiab- 
ment  of  reason,  or  for  a  power  to  appo'mt  miUtia 
officers  ?  You  cannot ;  for,  in  these  respects  aiso^ 
the  rijghts  of  the  States  are  declared  by  the  Con- 
stitution. And  if  you  cannot  stipulate  for  the  cb- 
ercise  of  a  power  pfohibited,  you  cannot  stipnlate 
for  the  exercise  of  a  power  withheld. 

Will  you  not  admit  that  you  cannot  atipidate 
for  a  power  to  appoint  militia  officeis  in  a  new 
State  1  You  will ;  because  that  power  »  ^fedr 
allv,  and  in  direct  terms,  reserved  to  the  States. 
All  powers  not  granted,  are  reserved,  in  general 
terms.  If  the  power  is  reserved,  is  it  not  the  same. 
whether  it  b^  reserved  in  direct  or  in  general 
terms  ?  It  is  the  same.  A  power  reserved  to  ,the 
States  or  to  the  people,  either  in  direct  or  ia  gen- 
eral terms,  you  cannot  exercise,  without  commit- 
ting an  act  of  usurpation. 

The  case  suj^xised,  of  stipidating  for  power  to 
aptpoint  militia  officers,  illustmtes  the  danger  which 
might  anae  to  freedom^  by  forming  a  new  class  of 
States,  over  which  this  Qovemnient  should  pos- 
sess powers  different  from  those  which  it  exercises 
over  the  old  Stales.  A  consolidated  ffoveramemt 
might  be  eatabliahed  over  -such  new  States^   At 
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the  time  of  ^  BerolotioQ  it  wa9  a  cause  of  com* 
^aint  against  the  British  King,  that,  by  acquiring 
Canada,  and  establishing  a  despotic  government  | 
therein,  he  endangered  tl^  liberty  of  the  American  , 
Colonies.  The  people  would  never  have  adopted  ; 
the  Constitution  had  they  supposed  that  Congress  I 
was  to  exercise  over  the  new  States  powers  differ-  I 
eat  from  those  granted  by  the  Constitution.. 

The  legislative  power  of  every  State  is  originally 
coextensive.  Each  State,  by  the  Consutation, 
commits  an  equal  portion  of  its  legislative  powers 
to  Congress ;  and  aU  the  residue  is  reserved  to  the 
States,  unless  prohibited  to  them,  or  to  the  people. 
The  only  powers  of  this  Qovemment  are  given  by 
the  Constitution.  The  powers  granted  are  to  be 
exercised  over  every  State ;  and  the  powers  re- 
served, are  retained  by  every  State.  In  Pennsyl- 
vania and  in  Virginia,  the  power  to  legislate  re- 
specting slavery  is  m  the  Legislature.  In  Ohio  ai^d 
Indiana  that  power  is  in  the  people,  who  have  de- 
nied it  to  their  Legislatures.  No  power  has  been 
delegated  to  Congress  to  legislate  on  that  subject. 
The  Constitution  provides  that,  '^  the  powers  not 
'  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitu- 
^  tion,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  re-- 
'  served  to  the  States,  respectively,  or  to  the  peo* 
'  pie."  The  powers  not  delegated  being  reserved 
to  the  States,  respectively,  are  reserved  to  each  of , 
the  States,  whether  new  or  old. 

Has  the  power  to  legislate  over  slavery  been 
delegated  to  the-  United  States  7  It  has  not.  Has 
it  b^n  prohibited  to  the  States?  It  has  not.  Then 
it  is  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively,  qt  to  the 
people.  Consequently,  it  is  reserved  to  the  State 
of  Missouri,  or  to  the  people  of  that  State.  And 
any  attempt  by  Congress  to  deprive  them  of  this 
reserved  power,  will  be  unjust,  tyrannical,  uncon- 
stitution^.  and  void. 

The  only  condition  that  may  constitutionally 
be  annexed  to  the  admissicm  of  a  new  Sta^  into 
this  Union  is,  that  its  constitution  shall  be  repub- 
lican. This  the  Constitution  authorizes  us  to  re- 
quire, and  it  is  the  only  condition  that  is  necessary. 
We  possess  power  to  make  all  neediul  regula- 
tions respecti^  the  territorial  property  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States.  Oui  acts  in  pursuance  of  the  Consti- 
tution are  paramount  to  the  laws  of  any  Sute. 
When  we  pursue  our  Constitutional  authority,  w^ 
need  no  aid  from  stipulations ;  and  when  we  ex- 
ceed it,  our  acts  are  acts  of  usi:ffpation^  and  void. 

It  has  been  questioned  by  some,  whether  a  con- 
stitution can  be  said  to  be  republican,  which  does 
not  exclude  slavery.  But  we  must  understand  the 
phrase,  "republican  form  of  government,"  as  the 
people  understood  it  when  they  adopted  the  Con- 
stitution. We  are  bound  by  the  construction 
which  was  put  upon  the  Constitution  by  the  peo- 
^e.  It  would  be  perfidious  toward  them  to  put 
on  the  Constitution  a  different  construction  from 
that  which  induced  them  to  adopt  it. 

The  people  of  each  of  the  States  who  adopted 
the  Constitution,  except  Massachusetts,  owned 
slaves;  yet  they  <;ertainly  considered  their  own 
constitutions  to  be  republican.  And  the  Federal 
Gtovemp^nt  has  not,  by  virtue  of  its  power  to 
guaranty  a  rqpublican  constitution  to  each  State 
16th  CoN,  Jst  Sfiss.— 32 


in  the  Union,  required  a  change  of  the  constitution 
of  any  one  of  those  ^  tates. 

The  Constitution  recognises  the  right  to  the 
slave  property,  and  it  thereby  appears  that  it  was 
intended,  by  the  Convention  and  by  the  people, 
that  that  property  should  be  secure.  The  repre- 
sentation of  each  State,  in  this  House,  is  propor- 
tioned bv  the  whole  number  of  free  {Arsons,  and 
three-fifitns  of  the  number  of  the  slaves.  la  form- 
ing ihe  Constitution,  the  Southern  States,  Vir- 
f^inia  excepted,  insisted  on,  and  obtained  a  provis- 
ion, authorizing  than  to  import  slaves  for  twenty 
years.*  And  the  Constitution  provides  tlmt  adaves 
running;  away  from  their  masters  in  one  Stale, 
and  going  into  another,  shall  be  delivered  i^  to 
their  masters. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  contended, 
that,  by  a  "  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State,  under  the  laws  thereofl'^  the  Constitution 
means  an  apprentice,  or  boimdf  servant.  %r,  the 
definition  of  a  word  conveys  its  meaning  to  our 
understandings  more  clearly  than  the  word  tteelf ; 
and  the  very  best  definition  of  the  word  ^  slave" 
that  can  be  given,  is,  a  person  held  to  service -or 
labor  under  the  laws  of  a  State.  The  Constitu- 
tion describes  apprentices  or  bound  servants  as 
^ those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years;''  aand 
directs  that  they  «haU  be  included  in  the  number 
of  free  persons.  The  apprentice  or  bound  servant 
is  bound  to  service  or  labor  by  contract ;  the  slave 
is  held  to  service  or  labor  by  law.  A  person  ^  l^ld 
to  service  or  labor''  is  the  Constitutional  and  legal 
definition  of  the  word  "  slave,"  and  is  superadded 
to  the  word  "slave"  or  "slaves,"  in  one  act  of 
Congress  for  suppressing  the  slave  trade  no  less 
than  eight  times,  t  Thus  the  obligation  of  State 
laws,  which  hold  men  to  service  or  labor,  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  Constitution,  and  by  the  laws 
of  the  United  States.  .    , 

To  render  this  right,  with  other  rights,  still 


*  Extract  from  Lather  Martin'*  report  ie  the  Legii' 
lature  of  Maryknd. 

'*  We  were  then  told  by  the  delegates  of  the  two 
Ant  of  thoM  Btstes,  (Gsoigia  and  South  CaroUnt,) 
that  their  States  would  never  agree  to  a  system  whidi 
pat  it  in  th?  power  of  the  General  €tov€nuD«it  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  slaves;  and  that  they,  as 
the  delegates  from  those  States,  mutt  withhold  their 
assent  from  each  a  system." 

The  clause. referred  to  relate*  solely  to  the  i^aporta- 
tion  of  slaves  fVom  abroad.  The  Convention  used  the 
words  ''migration  or  importation"  as  synonymous. 
In  like  manner  they  say,  tax  or  duty,  alliance  or  con- 
federation, imposts  or  duties,  agreement  or  compact, 
service  or  labor,  resolution  or  vote,  for  thd  purpose  of 
elucidating  their  Ineaning:.  This  clause  at  one  time 
stood  thus  before  the  Convention:  *'The  migration 
or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States, 
now  existing,  shall  thiok  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  the  Legislature  prior  to  the  year  1800 ; 
but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  migratidn 
or  importation  at  a  rate  not  eiceedtng  the  average  of 
the  duties  laid  on  io^rts."  This  pn^position  to  lay 
an  ad  valorem  duty  shows  that  nothing  was  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Convention  but  the  slave  trade. 

tVol.4Laws,p.94. 
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more  secure,  Virgioia,  in  adopting  the  Constitu- 
tion, declared  that  ^'  no  right,  of  any  denomina- 
tion, can  be  cancelled,  abridged,  restrained,  or 
modified,  except  in  those  instances  in  which  power 
is  given  by  the  Constitution  for  those  purposes ;" 
and  New  York  declared,  that  "every  power,  juris- 
'  diction,  and  right,  which  is  not  by  the  said  Con- 

*  stitution  clearly  delected  to  the  Congress  of  the 

*  United  States,  remams  to  the  j)eople  of  the  sev- 
'  eral  States,  or  to  their  respective  State  govera- 
^  ments."  Several  of  the  other  States  made  simi- 
lar declarations.  But  the  States  were  not  content 
to  declare  their  rights.  An  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  declares  that:  "  The  powers  not  del- 
egated to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  arc  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  The 
right  to  own  slaves  being  acknowledged  and  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution,  can  you  proscribe  what 
the  Constitution  niaranties?  Can  you  touch  a 
right  reserved  to  the  States  or  the  people  ?  You 
cannot. 

It  has  been  said,  *  that  in  Virginia,  25,559  free 
persons  elect  a  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  that)  in  a  Northern  State,  35,000 
free  persons  elect  a  member.  Let  us  state  the  fact. 
A  member  from  Vermont  represents  35,000  per- 
sons only;  a  member  from  Virginia  represents 
more  than  42,000  persons.  In  forming  a  constitu- 
tion for  a  State,  it  may  be  proper  that  a  given 
number  of  free  persons  in  one  part  of  the  State 
should  have  as  much  political  power  as  an  equal 
number  in  any  other  part  of  the  same  State :  but, 
in  forming  a  constitution  for  a  confederacy  of 
States,  eadi  should  exercise  a  share  of  power,  and 
bear  a  share  of  public  burdens  poportioned  to 
their  respective  ability.  The  ability  of  a  'State 
may  be  fairly  estimated  by  its  capacity  for  labor, 
the  source  or  wealth.  If  men  only  were  enumer- 
ated^ there  might  be  some  reason  for  dropping  a 
portion  of  the  number  of  the  slaves ;  yet  even  that 
18  doubtful,  as  many  of  the  freemen  are  idle,  and 
belong  to  the  unproductive  class,  whereas  the  men 
slaves  are  generally  productive  laborers ;  but  why 
should  five  men  or  nve  children^  who  are  unpro- 
ductive, and  have  no  political  rights,  be  counted 
^re,  in  proportioning  the  number  of  Keprcsenta- 
dvM,  while  five  negro  men,  productive  laborers, 
are  counted  only  three?  A  concession  was  indeed 
made  in  the  Convention  in  proportioning  the  Rep- 
resentatives among  the  States ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  Southern  States  made  it  in  agreeing  to 
count  only  three-fifths  of  the  slaves. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  allowance  to  the  slave- 
holding  States  of  representation  for  three-fifths  of 
the  slave  population  was  a  great  concesiiion  to  the 
slaveholding  States,  but  that  the  concession  was 
definite ;  its  full  extent  was  comprehended,  and  it 
was  a  settlement  between  the  original  thirteen 
States.  And  none  of  these  assertions  seem  to  be 
correct  There  were  but  twelve  States  in  the 
Convention;  therefore  no  settlement  was  made 
between  thirteen  States.  And  the  Constitution 
says,  that  <<  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 


'  By  Mr.  King,  in  his  pamphlet. 


Cpngress  into  this  Union."  The  Stated  thus  ad- 
mitted are  entitled  to  representation  for  three-fifths 
of  their  slaves,  by  express  words :  "^  Representa- 
tives and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned  amoojf 
the  several  States  which  may  be  included  in  this 
Union,  according  to  their  respiective  numbers,"  Ac. 
So  that,  if  the  new  State  is  included  in  this  Union, 
it  shall  have  a  representation  according^  to  its  fed- 
eral numbers,  sarth  the  Constitution.  Therefore, 
the  concession  was  not  definite,  nor  its  extent  com- 
prehended, as  has  been  affirmed. 

But  why  is  the  representation  on  this  floor 
spoken  of  as  the  representation  of  the  free  popula- 
tion ?  Our  constituents  are  the  qualified  electors 
only ;  but  we  represent  the  States,  the  -whole  pj^ 
ulation,  and  the  whole  wealth  of  the  community. 
The  ratio  of  representation  is  the  main  pfllar  of 
the  Constitution,  and  it  does  not  become  those  who 
are  sworn  to  support  it  to  be  underminiDg  its 
foundation^. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  States  in  which  slavery 
is  prohibited,  ultimately,  though  with  reluctance, 
acquiesced  in  what  is  called  tne  disproportionate 
number  of  Representatives  and  Electors  that  was 
secured  to  the  slaveholding  States.  But  it  appears  by 
the  Journal  of  the  Convention,  that,  within  twelve 
days  after  the  Convention  commenced  its  dehbera- 
tions,  the  proposition  to  fix  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, in  the  manner  in  which  it  was  sett^,  was 
made  by  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Pennsylvania^  and  imme- 
diately agreed  to ;  nine  States  voting  for  it,  among 
which  were  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  and  Pennsylvania.  It  vvas,  indeed,  after- 
wards debated ;  and  three  propositions  were  ofiered 
to  the  Convention.  The  first  was  to  enumerate 
free  persons  only ;  this  was  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Randolph  of  Virginia,  and  was  ultimately  voted 
for  by  iNew  Jersey  only.  The  second  was  to  enu- 
merate all  persons ;  this  was  the  proposition  of  Mr. 
Pinckney,  of  South  Carolina,  and  was  ultimately 
supported  only  by  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
The  third  was  Mr.  Wilson's  proposition,  to  enu- 
merate three-fifths  of  the  slaves ;  which  proposition 
was  supported  by  the  other  States,  and  became  a 
part  of  tne  Constitution.  That  mode  of  enume- 
ration had  been  previously  agreed  on  by  the  Old 
Congress,  in  Aprd.  1783,  lor  ascertaining^  the  |»ro- 
portion  of  the  public  burdens  that  should  be  im- 
posed on  eac^  of  the  United  States. 

It  has  been  said  that  Congress  have  power  to 
regulate  commerce  among  the  several  States,  and 
therefore  may  prohibit  carrying  slaves  into  Mis- 
souri. I  answer,  that  a  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce is  not  a  power  to  prohibit  commerce.  The 
suppression  of  the  slave  trade  does  not  depend  oo 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce  alone.  It  is  ao- 
thorized  by  the  clause  which  declares  that  Con- 
gress shall  not  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves 
prior  to  1808.  The  power  of  (Jongress  is  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  several  States,  and  not 
to  regulate  the  commerce  of  a  single  State.  No 
preference  is  to  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  com- 
merce, to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of  ano- 
ther. And  if  you  were  about  to  exercise  one  of 
your  own  Constitutional  powers,  I  presume  you 
wotdd  not  call  on  Missoun  to  execute  your  power, 
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by  insertihg  a  clause  in  her  constitution.     The 
honorable   member  from  Ohio  claims  for  Con- 

Sess  DOwer  to  "proride  for  the  general  wel- 
re  or  the  United  States,"  and  justifies  the  impo- 
sition of  the  restriction  as  a  provision  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare.  If  this  power  is  granted  by  the 
Constitution,  Congress  possess  absolute  power, 
which,  in  Rome,  was  conferred  on  the  Dictator  by 
an  authority  to  "  take  care  that  the  Republic  re- 
oeired  no  damage." 

With  a  Tiew  to  put  an  end  to  this  claim  on 
the  part  of  Congress,  of  power  to  pass  whatever 
law  they  please,  which  has  been  set  up  formerly, 
and  may  be  set  up  again,  it  will  be  useful  to  ex- 
amine how  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  section 
of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution  was  under- 
stood by  the  Convention  who  formed  it,  and  the 
people  who  adopted  it.  On  the  6th  of  August,  the 
clause  in  question  stood  in  the  draught  of  the  Con- 
stitution thus:  ''The  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts  and  excises."  On  the  18th  a  pro- 
position was  made  to  assume  the  State  debts,  which 
was  committed  to  a  committee.  On  the  22d  Mr. 
Rutledge  reported  from  that  committee  this  amend- 
ment ;  at  the  end  of  the  first  clause  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  7th  article,  add,  "  for  the  payment  of 
the  ilebts  and  necessary  expenses  of  the  United 
States:  provided,"  &c.  On  the 25th  it  was  moved 
to  add  to  the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the 
7th  article,  ''for  the  payment  of  the  said  debts,  and 
for  defraying  the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred 
for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare;" 
which  then  passed  in  the  native.  On  the  3l8t 
the  undecided  parts  of  the  Constitution  were  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  eleven,  who,  on  the  4th 
of  September  reported  this  addition  and  alteration ; 
the  first  clause  of  the  first  section  of  the  7th  article 
to  read  as  follows :  "  The  Legislature  shall  have 
power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises,  to  pay  the  debts,  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States."  The  clause  thus  reported  is  pointed  with 
commas  only,  throughout.  On  the  8th  of  September, 
a  committee  of  five  were  appointed  "  to  revise  the 
stvk,  and  arrange  the  articles  agreed  to  by  the 
House.''  No  question  was  afterwards  taken  on 
this  part  of  the  clause.  And  an  entry  made  on 
the  l4th  September,  afler  the  revision  was  reported, 
{NTOves  the  falsehood  of  those  copies  which  separate 
this  clause  into  two  distinct  clauses ;  it  says,  "  add 
at  the  end  of  the  first  clause  of  the  eighth  section, 
first  article,  '  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 
It  obviously  appears,  that  a  committee  of  eleven 
used  the  words  "  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States,"  to  express  the  same  meaning  as 
'^for  the  payment  of  said  debts,  and  for  defraying 
'  the  expenses  that  shall  be  incurred  for  the  common 
defence  and  general  welfare,"  the  words  of  the 
amendment  moved  on  the  25th  of  August.  It  is  a 
limitation  of  the  power  of  taxation,  which  the 
Conyention  intended  should  not  be  carried  further 
than  was  neeessargr  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide 
f(»  die  general  welfare.    It  confers  a  power  toraise 


money  as  a  means  of  executing  the  other  powers 
of  the  Government.  How  the  clause  came  to  be 
divided  into  two  clauses,  as  it  appears  in  some 
copies  which  may  be  deemed  falsified  copies,  can- 
not perhaps  be  now  ascertained. 

Such  was  the  explanation  of  the  meaning  of 
this  clause  given  to  the  people  when  the  Constitu- 
tion was  adopted ;  and  no  other  meaning  ought  to 
be,  or  can  be  imposed  upon  it.* 

If  you  possessed  power  to  legislate  concerning 
slavery,  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  on  your 
table,  which  goes  to  emancipate  all  children  of 
slaves  hereafter  bom  in  Missouri,  would  be  a  direct 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  which  provides  that 
"  no  person  shall  be  deprivea  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  pnvate  property  be 
taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation." 
If  you  cannot  take  property  even  for  public  use, 
without  just  compensation^  you  certainly  have 
not  power  to  take  it  away  for  the  purpose  of  anni- 
hilation, without  compensation.  And  if  you  can- 
not take  away  that  which  is  in  existence,  you 
cannot  take  away  that  which  will  come  into  ex- 
istence hereaf^r.  If  you  cannot  take  away  the 
land,  you  cannot  take  the  future  crops ;  and  if  you 
cannot  take  the  slaves,  you  cannot  take  their  issue, 
who,  by  the  laws  of  slavery,  will  be  also  slaves. 
You  cannot  force  the  people  to  ^ve  un  their  pro- 
perty. You  cannot  force  a  portion  of^  the  people 
to  emancipate  their  slaves. 


•  Extractfrom  the  observationt  of  Governor  Randolph, 
a  member  of  the  General  Convention,  delivered  to 
the  Convention  of  Virginia. 

"  This  formidable  clause  does  not  in  the  least  in* 
crease  the  powers  of  Congress.  It  is  only  inserted  for 
the  greater  cantion,  and  to  prevent  the  poasibilitj  of 
encroaching  upon  the  powers  of  Congress."  And, 
after  quoting  the  clause,  he  says,  "  The  plain  and  oh- 
▼ious  nieaning  of  this  is,  that  no  more  duties,  taxes, 
imposts,  and  excises,  shsill  be  laid,  than  are  sufficient 
to  pay  the  debts  and  proride  for  the  common  defence 
and  general  welfare  of  the  United  States." 

Extract  from  the  obeervatione  qf  Mr.  JUarehall,  (now 
Chief  Juatice  of  the  U,  S.,)  delivered  on  the  same 
oeetuion. 

After  quoting  the  clause,  he  says,  "  the  debts  of  the 
Union  ought  to  be  paid.    Ought  not  the  common  de- 
fence to  be  provided  for  ?     Is  it  not  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare  ?    The  amounts  to  be  raised 
are  confiniHl  to  these  purposes  solely.    They  are  not 
to  raise  money  for  any  other  purpose." 
An  exact  transcript  of  the  Ist  clause  of  the  8th  section 
of  the  Ist  article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  "  as  it  regards  the  words,  arrangement,  punc- 
tuation, and  capitals,"  made  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  by  J.  B.  Colvin,  Esq.,  Clerk  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  from  the  original  Constitntion  signed 
by  the  Convention : 

Section  8.  The  Congress  shall  have  Power  To  lay 
and  collect  Taxes,  Duties,  Imposts  and  Excises,  to  pay 
the  Debts  and  provide  for  the  common  Defence  and 
general  Welfare  of  the  United  SUtes ;  bot  all  Duties, 
Imposts  and  Excises  shall  be  uniform  throogfaont  the 
United  States; 
[The  next  daose  begins  M  a  paragraph.] 
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By  adopting  this  pro|K)6ttioQ,  you  will  have  { 
proved  that  the  clauses  ofthe  Constitution  deemed  i 
most  sacred  by  the  people,  are  not  sacred  with 
you.  The  Constitution  was  the  work  of  politi-  { 
cians.  The  amendments  were  the  work  of  the  | 
people.  They  are  the  parts  of  the  Constitution  | 
which  protect  the  rights  of  the  people.  The  ' 
amendment  which  secure  property,  you  are  about 
to  violate  by  emancipating,  without  the  consent  of 
the  masters,  the  offspring  of  tea. thousand  slaves. 

If  your  object  is  not  to  keep  down  the  growth 
ofthe  Western  country;  if  you  are  not  in  pursuit 
of  pow»  and  influence;  if  the  future  freedom  of 
the  blacks  is  your  real  object,  and  not  a  more  pre- 
tence, why  do  you  not  liegin  here?  Within  the  i 
ten  miles  square,  you  have  undoubted  power  to 
exercise  exclusive  legislation.  Produce  a  bill  to 
emancipate  the  slaves  of  Columbia;  or,  if  you 
prefer  it,  to  emancipate  those  born  hereafter.  Can 
you  take  away  the  slaves  hereafter  born  within 
the  District  without  making  comoensation  ?  I 
think  you  will  not  attempt  it.  And  yet  you  will 
impose  on  others  an  obligation  to  do  and  suffer  an 
act  of  injustice  which  you  dare  not  attempt  to  do 
yourselves. 

No  peo{^  Qught.to  be  bound  by  laws  to  which 
they  have  not  freely  consei^d.  Will  you  say 
that,  by  adopting  your  proposition,  they  have  con- 
sented? Siich  IS  the  traveller's  consent  when  the 
robber  demands  his  purse.  You  propose  a  eon- 
tract  which  no  righteous  judge  would  respect; 
because  you  take  advantage  of,  and  abuse  your 
power,  ^uch  would  be  the  cbntract  of  an  inex- 
perienced youthy  whose  unjust  guardian,  some 
hoary  extortioner,  should  compel  nim  to  convey 
away  a  part  of  his  estate,  before  he  would  give 
him  possession  of  the  remainder. 

The  people  of  Missouri  will  be  rightfully  bound 
by  our  laws  made  for  the  whole  Union ;  but  we 
have  no  right  to  make  local  laws  for  the  people  of 
Missouri  alone.  We  have  no  right  to  v^ss  partial 
laws,  that  shall  operate  in  some  of  the  States,  and 
not  in  others. 

You  cannot  limit  the  new  States  in  the  exercise 
of  their  retained  powers.  Whether  slavery  shall 
exist  or  not  in  the  new  States,  must  depend  on  the 
free  will  of  the  State  Legislatures,  and  of  the  peo- 
ple. If  you  can  in  this  way  prescribe  the  course 
of  legislation  on  one  subject,  you  can  on  any  sub- 
ject, or  on  every  subject. 

No  State  can  be  bound  not  to  change  its  con- 
stitution. The  s^me  right  which  Pennsylvania 
has  of  self-government,  every  new  State  must 
possess  of  self-government.  They  are  bound  to 
adopt  a  republican  constitution,  ior  that  is  a  law 
of  the  whole  Union. 

If  you  impose  on  Missouri  the  contempla^  re- 
striction, and  Missouri  forms  her  conatitution  ac- 
cordingly, it  will  not  be  your  act,  but  the  act  of 
Missouri  that  will  become  a  law.  Then  suppose 
Missouri  changes  her  constitution ;  as  she  made 
the  law,  she  can  repeal  it.  Your  act  can  have  no 
force,  because  not  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Con- 
ttitutioa  of  the  United  States.    The  acts  of  Con- 

gess,  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution,  are 
ws;  but  tbe  sUpoladont  or  declacation  of  Gon- 


ffress,  not  authorized  by  the  Constitution^  ar«  «fft 
kiws ;  and  they  can  have  no  sanction ;  for  U  is 
only  the  acts  passed  in  pursuance  of  the  Conatitii- 
tion  that  are  the  supreme  laws  of  the  land.  If 
your  act  is  a  law,  it  needs  not  the  aid  or  cjWMmt 
of  Missouri ;  and  if  Missouri  is  to  ptas  the  law, 
Missouri  may  repeal  it.  But  this,  say  our  <^|K>- 
nents,  would  be  perfidious  on  the  pkrt  of  MisMwn ; 
they  will  not  presume  that  Missouri  would  vic^ale 
her  plighted  faith.  They  detest  all  perfidy  eMO^ 
that  which  they  themselves  reconmiena.  This 
would  not  be  perfidy  on  the  part  of  MiMoun.  Tile 
people  of  Missouri  would  only  have  eluded  the 
effects  of  the  perfidy  of  those  who  would  h^ve  vi- 
olated a  solemn  treaty. 

It  has  seemed  to  some  that  as  Ohio  waa  r^fioiisd 
to  form  a  constitution  agreeing  with  the  prdioMoe 
of  Congress  of  1787,  which  excluded  slavery  frpin 
the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river,  thm- 
fore  Missouri  may  be  likewise  required  to  escMe 
slavery  by  her  constitution.  Whatever  be  Iht  tC- 
fect  or  the  ordinance  of  1787,  it  has  no  apj^iCT- 
tion  to  Missouri  But  I  cont^id  ^at  Oluo  is  not 
bound  by  the  ordinance;  that^he  is  at  liberty  to 
decide  as  she  pleases  the  question,  whether  the  wfll 
or  will  not  exclude  slavery. 

Let  us  examine  this  claim  set  up  on  the  part  of 
the  okl  Congress  of  a  power  to  bind  the  people  of 
the  country  northwest  of  Ohio,  and  their  desecmd- 
ants  forever,  by  a  law  not  repealable  by  any  le^ps- 
lation  whatever,  present  or  to  come;  a  law  wUvdi 
neither  a  convention  of  the  people  of  Ohio,  nor 
this  Congress,  nor  any  future  convention  or  Oob- 
gress,  can  repeal;  a  law  immutable  and  eCemai. 
If  there  is  any  principle  of  republican  gov«|ii- 
ment  about  which  there  will  be  no  disagreeiiMQt 
in  this  House,  I  presume  it  is  this:  that  ail  leg^- 
mate  power  is  derived  from  the  people,  thM  cEae 
is  no  lawful  authority  to  bind  any  people,  bat  wtet 
is  derived  from  them.  This  being,  as  I  sopMie, 
admitted,  I  will  ask,  had  the  Congress  of  Vm  a 
power,  derived  from  the  people,  to  Und  any  por- 
tion of  the  people  and  their  descendants  foiever? 

The  State  constitutions,  which  contain  tl»  only 
grants  of  power  which  had  then  been  g^venkyihe 
people,  did  not  mention  such  a  body  as  Ceognss. 
The  State  legislatures,  without  any  expm  %m- 
thority  for  that  purpose  from  the  pec^e,  9mA  de- 
puties to  Philadelphia.  These  were  ^r^hi'trr^ 
fipom  distinct  sovereign  Powiers,  foreign  to  «Mh 
other.  They  entered  into  a  league  bv  a  tva^ 
called  ^'  Articles  of  Confederation,"  wfamb^  scl- 
eral States  ratified.  The  Articles  of  Conleitenftiai 
had  the  force  of  a  ratified  tseaty.  The  pemrs 
thereby  conien'ed  on  Congress  were  sneciai  eov- 
merated  powers;  and  all  not  mntetLwere  «- 
pressly  retained  to  the  States.  The  only  powm  of 
a  legislative  character,  granted,  ¥ms  pomm  to 
make  rules  respecting  captures,  and  BiJtas  for  the 

fovernment  of  the  land  and  naval  forces  <if  ibe 
Fnited  States.  It  may  be  justly  questioned  wImmIkt 
the  State  l^slatures  could,  in  this  foim.  lime 
granted  legislative  powers  over  the  pemfL  A 
power  to  legislate  over  the  people  muat  Ivsdeliifat- 
ed  by  them.  It  w^  deemed  n^ees^ary  to  wdf  to 
the  people  when  this  constitution  waa  mmtd^ 
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AsmI  for  a  farther  confirmation  of  the  doctrine 
which  I  maintain,  I  refer  erery  gentleman  to  the 
hill  of  righiB  of  his  own  State  constitution.  It  is 
^oakid  down  hj  the  convention  of  New  Yoric: 
"No  authority  shall,  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
^  be  exercised  over  the  pec^e,  or  members  of  this 
'  State,  but  such  as  shall  be  derived  from,  and 
<  granted  by,  tkem." 

Virginia  and  other  States  ceded  the  country 
northwest  of  the  Ohio  river  to  the  United  States, 
as  well  the  jurisdiction  as  the  soil.  What  passed 
by  the  deed?  I  answer  alright  to  the  soil  only ; 
the  jurisdiction  could  not  pass  to  Congress.  That 
hod)r  was  incapable  of  receiving  a  grant  of  au- 
thority to  legislate  for  the  people  northwest  of 
Ohio;  because  they  were  the  representatives  of  the 
States,  and  not  of  the  people.  The  jurisdiction 
was  in  the  people,  or  would  vest  in  them,  as  soon 
as  there  should  be  people  in  the  ceded  territory. 
Whatever  jurisdiction  the  Legislature  of  Virginia 
possessed,  they  possessed  as  representilig  the  people 
of  Virginia.  The  jurisdiction  was  derived  from 
the  pecMile;  it  went  with  the  people,' and  not  with 
die  right  of  soil. 

If  any  are,  disposed  to  compare  the  ces^on  of 
the  Northwestern  territory  to  that  of  the  ten  miles 
square,  I  will  call  their  attention  to  this  dissim- 
ilarity. The  people  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
induding  those  within  the  ten  mile  square,  rati- 
fied the  present  Constitution,  which  vests  in  Con- 
gress power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  over 
&s  District.  The  inhabitants  of  the  ten  miles 
square  were  also  represented  in  the  legislative  as- 
aemb^es  which  made  the  cession ;  but  the  people  did 
not  ratify  the  Article  of  Confederation;  nor  did 
those  articlies  vest  in  the  old  Congress  power  to 
fegidate  over  any  portion  of  the  civil  part  of  the 
community;  neither  were  the  people  oi  the  North- 
western territory  represented  in  the  legislative  as- 
semlilies  which  made  the  cession  thereof 

At  the  commencement  of  ever/ new  settlement, 
whether  at  PlynioUth,  or  at  Jamestown,  at  Botany 
Btty,  or  at  Chuicothe,  a  government  founded  either 
in  lorde  or  necessity  may  be  expected  to  prevail 
ibra  time.  Such  was  the  government  exercised  by 
the  old  Congress  northwest  of  the  Ohio.  But, 
aotoh  a  govemment  cannot  bind  a  people  forever. 
When  they  become  independent,  and  come  to 
firtntoe  a  form  of  ffovernment  for  themselves,  on 
repQblicI^  princi^es,  to  maintain,  that  not  only 
mjy  bst  also  their  posterity,  are  bound  by  the  acts 
of  the  British  Parliament,  or  the  ordinances  of  the 
oM  Confess,  is,  I  conceive,  preposterous. 

AH  le«^imate  poWer  proceeds  from  the  people. 
And  aluotigh  an  illegitimate  power  may  be  im- 
pdeed  bv  foree  and  submitted  to  fh>m  necessity,  it 
eatnot  oind  the  people  longer  than  the  force  tad 
neees^t^  are  present.  Such  was  the  power  which 
the  British  F^ritament  exercised  before  the  Revo- 
lution over  these  then  colonies ;  and  such  was  the 
power  asserted  by  the  Congress  of  1787  over  the 
Not^westem  territory.  But,  as  the  declaration 
of  ti^  British  Parliament,  that  they  had  power  to 
bind  the  colonies  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  does  not 
himl  the  peopJb  of  these  States ;  «o  the  ordinance  of 
1787  does  not  bind  the  people  of  Ohio  any  longer 


than  they  please  to  submit  to  it.  It  w^  an  act  of 
illegitimate  power  f  and  it  cannot  bind  those  who 
are  the  source  oi  all  legitimate  power. 

It  is  even  doubtful  whether  the  ordinance  was 
duly  passed.  By  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
the  concurrence  of  nine  of  the  States  was  neces- 
sary to  important  transactions.  The  power  exer- 
cised was  not  given;  and  of  the  powers  which 
were  given,  those  of  making  appropriations,  and 
treaties,  most  resemble  the  power  exercised.  It 
was  necessary  that  nine  States  should  concur  in 
exercising  either  of  these  powers.  Only  eight  States 
were  present  and  concurring  in  passing  this  ordi- 
nance. 

It  has  been  said,  that  the  restriction  on  the  in- 
troduction of  slavery,  northwest  of  the  Ohio  river, 
was  proposed  by  Virginia,  and  that  the  Soutibem 
States  unanimously  agreed  to  it  This  is  said  to 
fix  the  character  of  inconsistency  on  Virginia. 
The  fact  is,  that  Virginia  and  the  Southern  States 
voted  for  the  whole  ordinance,  when  eompkted ; 
but  iris  also  true,  that  those  States  had  repeatedly 
voted  against  the  clause  exeludinj^  aiavery.  In 
April.  1784,  a  vote  was  taken  on  this  clause,  when 
Maryland,  Virginia,  and  South  Carolina^  voted 
against  it ;  North  Carolina  divided,  and  Ueorgia 
absent.  And  althon«fh  seven  States  voted  for  the 
clause^  it  was  rejected ;  a  proof  that  Conmiss  then 
conceived  that  die  concurrence  of  niiie  States  was 
necessary  to  every  clause  of  this  ordinance ;  whieh 
they  called  a  "  comjMict"  In  March,  1785,  Bfr. 
King  proposed  a  similar  clause ;  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Oeorgia,  voted 
against  it ;  eight  States  voted  for  the  eomtoitment 
of  it,  and  it  was  oommitted.  The  member  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  GtATSON,)  to  whom  this  measure 
is  ascribed,  was  not  a  member  of  C<»igTe8s  in  1784. 

My  honorable  Mend  fh>m  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
HoLMBs)  was  mistaken,  when  he  supposed  that 
the  Congress  of  1787  was  bound  bv  the  ordinance 
of  1784,  which  did  not  exclude  slavery  from  the 
Northwestern  territory.  They  Would  have  beea 
bound,  had  any  part  of  the  land  in  Ohio  been  sdd, 
not  to  change  the  ordinance  of  1784,  without  the 
consent  of  Ohia  But  no  pert  of  the  land  was  sold, 
previous  to  the  passage  A  the  ordinance  on  the 
13th  July,  1787.  I  have  examincki  that  matter 
carefiillv,  and  am  unwilling  that  the  Comn^ttee 
should  be  under  any  erroneous  impressions  ^at  I 
can  remove. 

I  afllrftn  that  the  people  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
lUinms,  are  not  etern&Uy  bound  by  the  ordinance 
of  1787.  They  were  no  party  to  the  pretended 
compact ;  and  if  they  had  been  a  t)arty,  they  had 
no  power  to  bind  dke  present  goieration — they  had 
no  power  to  brad  their  posterity ;  the  people  of 
Ohio  may  change  their  constilntioh  wnen  they 
please. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  Constitution  vests  in 
Congress  a  power  to  make  all  needful  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and 
this  power,  it  is  supposed,  authorizes  us^to  exclude 
slaves  from  the  territories  of  the  tJnited  States, 
and  also  to  demand  from  any  of  those  tenitofies 
about  to  become  States,  a  stipulation  for  the  ex- 
clusion of  slaves.    The  oUosa  of  the  CoBSlilulioa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1008 


HISTOJIY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1004 


H.  opR. 


Aindaaion  cf  MismuH, 


Jahdjlbt,  m8« 


referred  to,  reads  tlms :  ^TheConsttesa  shall  have 
^  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make'au  needful  rules 
'  and  regulations  respecting,  the  territory  or  other 
'  property  belonging  to  the  United  States."  It  has 
been  contended  that  this  gives  a  power  of  Ic^isla-*- 
tion  Over  persons  and  private  property  within  the 
territories  of  the  United  States.  The  clause  ob- 
yiously  relates  to  the  territory  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  as  property  onl v.  The  power  given 
is  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  reffulations 
respecting,  the  territorial  property,  or  other  prop- 
erty of  £e  United  States;  and  Congress  have 
power  to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  the 
exercise  of  that  power.  This  clause  speaks  of  the 
territory  as  property,  as  a  subject  of  sale^  It  speaks 
not  of  the  jurisdiction.'*'  That  the  Convention 
considered  as  being  provided  for  by  the  ordinance 
of  Congress.  This  clause  contains  no  grant  of 
power  to  legislate  over  persons  and  private  property 
within  a  territory.  A  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  regulations  respecting  the  property  of  the 
United  States,  is  very  different  from  a  power  to 
legislate  over  the  persons  and  the  propertv  of  the 
p^)ple.  When  it  was  ^e  intention  of  tne  Con- 
vention that  the  Constitution  should  convey  to 
Congress  power  to  legislate  over  persons  and  pri- 
vate propertv,  they  expressed  themselves  in  terms 
not  doubtful.  Thus,  they  said,  '^  Congress  shall 
have  power  to  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all 
cases  whatsoever,"  within  the  ten  miles  square. 
But  no  such  power  to  legislate  over  the  territories 
is  granted.  The  power  is,  to  dispose  of,  and  make 
all  needful  regulations  respecting  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  When  that  is  sold  and  con- 
veyed, it  ceases  to  be  an  object  of  thtj  power  to 
make  regulations  remec^mg  the'pro))erty  of  the 
United  States ;  and  it  the  coastruction  contended 
for  by  our  opponents  be  correct^  and  Congress 
possess  power  to  legislate  for  a  territory,  that  would 
not  authorize  them  to  make  regulations  which 
should  continue  in  force  when  the  territory  became 
a  State,  and  the  United  States  ceased  to  own  prop- 

n  therein, 
he  States  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  have  excluded 
slavery.  They  did  it  freely,  and  of  their  own 
choice.  But  will  their  representatives  admit  that 
those  States  are  less  free  to  decide  on  this  question 
than  other  States?  Will  they  declare  that  their 
States  do,  not  possess  equal  rights  with  Pennsyl- 
vania? Will  they  acknowledge  that  their  States 
donot  possess  the  same  reserved  rights  that  the  other 
States  of  the  Union  possess?  Will  they  agree 
that  their  States  are  States  of  inferior  grade,  bound 
b^  authority  of  Congress  to  exclude  slavery  ?  And 
will  they,  therefore,  concur  in  imposing  the  same 
restrictions  on  their  brethren  of  Missouri  ?  I  trust 
that  they  will  not:  that  they  will  maintain  th^ 
political  equality  of  their  own  States  with  other 
States  in  the  Union ;  and  that  they  vriil  Leave  it 
to  the  people  of  Missouri  to  decide  the  questions 

*  This  datue,  as  first  proposed  in  Convention,  read 
thus:  **  To  dispose  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the 
United  States ;  to  institute  temporary  governments  for 
new  Sutes  ariring  therein.''  The  latter  power  was 
act  gnated«    See  Joumai  Convention,  page  360* 


for  themselves,  as  the  people  of  Ohio  and  Indinut 
have  decided  it  for  thenndves.  If  these  States 
deem  themselves  bound  in  chains,  I  hope  Ihey  will 
not  therefore  desire  to  impose  them  on  Mksooii ; 
and  if  they  deem  themselves  free,  they  will  gttc 
rously  impart  the  same  freedom  to  others. 

Sir,  if  this  proposition  is  adopted,  it  wOl  be  re- 
garded hereafter  as  an  exercise  of  the  power  to 
guaranty  a  republican  form  of  goyemment  to 
every  State  in  the  Union.  You  are  about  to  ad- 
mit a  State,  and  you  require  her  to  insert  in  her 
constitution  a  clause  against  slavery.  Will  it  not 
seem  that  you  have  done  this  by  your  authoritv  to 
gnuaranty  a  republican  form  of  government  1  I 
think  it  wilf;  for  you  have  no  o^er  power  that 
seems  to  warrant  prescribing  in  part  toe  form  of 
the  State  constitution.  If,  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power,  you  may  require  of  a  new  State  to  insect  in 
her  constitution  a  clause  against  slavery,  you  may, 
under  the  same  authority,  require  an  old  State  to 
add  such  a  clause  to  her  constitution.  Thus  you 
may  require  of  the  old  States  to  exclude  slavery, 
or  provide  for  its  abolition.  The  slayeholding 
States  must  make  conmion  cause  with  Missowi  j 
for  the  recognition  of  such  a  power  in  this  (Jovem- 
ment  would  be  fatal  to  them. 

This  nation  is -bound  byr  the  treaty  with  France 
fpr  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  to  incorporate  the 
inhabitants  pf  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution ;  to  admit  them  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  Amon^ 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  are  these :  In  fixing  the  ratio  of 
representation,  five  slaves  are  to  be  counted  equal 
to  three  free  persons.  Every  State  in  the  Union 
shall  have  a  republican  form  of  g^ovemmenL  The 
powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are 
reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

But  the  honorable  member  from  New  York, 
(Mr.  Taylor)  maintained  that  it  is  a  principle  of 
the  Constitotion  of  the  United  States,  that  all  men 
are  free  and  equal ;  and  he  asserted  that  ^  The 
American  nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  of 
slavery !"  *  The  gentleman  doubtless  means  to  be 
correct  in  what  he  asserts  to  the  Committee :  But 
if  he  had  asserted  that  "The  American  natioa 
never  sanctioned  a  rieht  in  its  citizens  to  catoh  fisli. 
on  the  Gvrand  Bank,"  the  assertion  would  not  have 
been  more  incorrect  than  that  which  he  ha«  made. 
As  to  that  clause  of  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence in  which  Congress  stated  their  opinion  that 
men  were  created  eaual,  and  that  liberty  was  an 
inalienable  ri^ht ',  it  has  the  sfune  force  and  e£Eect, 
as  a  declaration  of  the  like  opinion  by  any  other 
eoual  number  of  persons  of  the  same  ability  and  in- 
telligence, having  no  political  power.  Uongress 
was  then  compo^  of  ministers  from  the  States. 
Even  the  Articlesof  Confederation  did  not  then  ex- 
ist i  and  they  certainly  did  not  confer  on  Congieas 


*  Thia  was  Mr.  Taylor^a  eipreeaion,  thoogh  not  &a» 
reported. 
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I       a  pow^  to  emancipate  sUyes,  when  they  did  come 
i       into  existence. 

p  Suppose  that  the  Congress  of  1776  had  declared 

■       their  religious  creed ;  w^d  that  have  established 
I!       a  rdigion  for  the  United  States'?    I  presume  not. 
It  would  have  been  said  that  they  had  nothing  to 
[,       do  with  that  sutrject.    They  were  charged  with 
^       the  exterior  relatioifs  of  the  colonies,  and  hi^d  no 
^        power  to  emancipate  a  single  slave.    T  hey  asserted 
^        that  man  can  hot  alienate  his  liberty,  nor  by  com- 
,        pact  deprive  his  posterity  of  liberty.    Slaves  are 
not  held  as  having  alienated  their  libertv  by  com- 
pact.   They  are  held  under  the  law  and  usage  of 
nations,  from  the  remotest  times  of  which  we  have 
\        any  historical  knowledge,  and  by  the  municipal 
laws  of  the  States,  over  which  the  Congress  of 
'        1776  had  not,  and  this  Congress  have  not,  any 
controL    We  agree  with  the  Congress  of  1776, 
that  men,  on  entering  into  society,  cannot  alienate 
their  right  to  liberty  and  property,  and  that  thev 
cannot,  by  compact,  bind  their  posterity.-  Ana^ 
thereforer  we  contend  that  the  i>eople  of  Missouri 
cannot  alienate  thei£  rights,  or  bind  their  posterity 
by  a  compact  with  Congress. 

We  are  to  understand  this  declaration  of  the 
opinion  of  Congress  as  they  intended  it  should  be 
understood.  They  certainly  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  such  are  the  natural  rights  of  man  that  they 
cannot  be  abridged  by  civU  laws.  They  meant 
that  an  oppressed  people  may,  if  they  are  able,  re- 
sist, and  assert  their  freedom.  They  asserted  the 
independence  of  the  States  against  parliamentary 
usurpation :  and  that  independence  we  maintain, 
exc^t  so  far  as  it  has  been  freely  surrendered  by 
the  Constitution. 

But  the  gentleman  said  that  ''the  American 
nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery." 
Sir,  the  old  Congress  expressly  sanctioned  the 
right  of  slavery,  in  September,  1782,  when  they 
passed  this  resolution :  ''  Raohed^  That  the  Secre- 

*  tary  of  Forei^  Aflaiis  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  di- 
'  rected  to  obtam,  as  speedily  as  possible,  authentic 
'  returns  of  the  slaves  and  other  property  which 
'  have  been  carried  off  or  destroyed,  in  the  course 
*•  of  the  war,  by  the  enemy,  and  to  transmit  the 
'  same  to  the  Ministers  Plenipotentiary  for  nego- 

*  tinting  peace."*  They  sanctioned  tne  right  of 
slavery  when  they  commissioned  agents  '^toobCiin 
'  the  delivery  of  all  negroes  and  other  property  of 
'  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  m  the  pos- 

1        ^  session  of  the  British  forces^  or  any  subjects  of, 

I  *  or  adherents  to.  His  Britannic  Majesty ."f  They 
sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery  when  they  ratified 
the  provisional  and  definitive  treaties  of  p^ce  with 
Great  Britain,  containing . this  clause:  ''His  Bri- 
'  tannic  Majesty  shall,  with  all  convenient  speed, 

,  '  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying 
'  away  any  negrpes  or  other  prc^rty  of  the  Ame* 
^  rican  inhabitants,  withdraw  all  his  armies.''^ 

,  They  recognised  the  right  of  slavery  in  April,  1783, 
by  providing  for  an  enumeration  of  the  free  ];^rsons 
in  the  States,  and  three-fifths  of  the  slave9.§   The 

*  1  Tol.  StaU  Papmv,  page  333. 
1 1  Tol.  Bute  Paperi,  page  221. 
1 1  vol.  Laws,  page  198.      $  1  toI.  Laws,  paga  31. 


whole  nation  sanctioned  the  rieht  of  slavery,  by 
adopting  the  Constitution,  whi^  provides  for  an 
enumeration  of  slaves,  a  representation  founded 
thereon,  and  for  the  restoration  of  fugitive  slaves 
to  their  masters,  acknowledging  the  ^ligation  of 
State  laws,  which  hold  men  to  labor  or  service. 
The  Congress,  acting  under  the  Constitution,  have 
sanctioned  the  right  of  slavery,  by  providing  for 
an  enumeratioa  of  slaves  for  the  purpose  of  taxing 
them,  by  taxing  them  and  making  the  tax  a  lien 
on  them  as  property.*  ■  If  the  gentleman  would 
have  further  proof,  I  refer  him  to  the  several  acts- 
for  taking  the  census^  in  which  slaves  are  included.. 
To  the  acts  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  which, 
allow  the  transportation  of  slaves  from  State  to 
State  for  sale ;  and  permit  the  sale,  under  the  State 
laws,  of  the  Africans  captured. f  And  also  to 
the  act  for  dividing  Louisiana  into  two  Territories, 
which  authorizes  the  removal  of  American  slaves 
into  that  country 4  ^ 

Thus,  as  well  the  old  Congress  as  the  Congress 
under  the  Constitution,  have,  in  the  ^lost  explicit 
manner,  recognised  slaves,  by  that  name,  as  pro-- 
perty.    It  therefore  appears  tnat  if  the  gentleman 

iMr.  Taylor)  had  been  disposed  to  make  an  un- 
bunded  assertion  to  mislead  the  Committee,  of 
which  he  is  incapable,  he  could  not  have  made 
one  more  susceptible  of  complete  refutation  than 
is  that  which  he  hazarded,  when  he  said  that  "  the 
American  nation  never  sanctioned  the  right  to 
slavery." 

By  treaty  we  are  bound  to  admit  Missouri  into 
the  Union ;  to  allow  her  a  representation  for  her 
slaves  \  to  guaranty  to  her  a  republican  form  of 
government,  (thaX  is,  a  government  by  and  for  the 
people  themselves,  not  a  government  imposed  on 
them,  nor  a  patrimonial  government;)  and  to  leave 
her  all  power  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to 
Uie  United  States,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States. 
Treaties  are  in  part  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  paramount  to  the  constitution  of  any  State  j 
yet  you  propose  to  violate  the  treaty  with  France 
oy  tne  means  of  a  State  constitution,  which  i^  of 
inferior  obligation  to  a  treaty. 

It  has  been  urged,  not  inaeed  at  this  session,  as 
a  reason  for  violating  the  treaty  with  France,  that 
the  present  Government  of  that  nation  will  not 
insist  on  the  strict  performance  of  it$  stipulations. 
Although  the  right  of  the  pneople  of  Missouri  rests 
on  a  treaty,  the  question  arises  between  them  and 
their  own  government ;  and  it  would  be  consider- 
ed criminal  in  them  to  apply  for  protection  to  any 
other  Government  But  the  former  sovereign  of 
the  country  has  made  a  stipulation  on  behalf  of 
the  people,  and  to  that  stipulation  we  have  agreed 
in  the  most  solemn  manner.  If  w^  do  not  penorm 
our  engagements,  we  shall  be  deemed  a  perfidious, 
faithless  nation ;  and  yet  it  has  been  proposed  to 
violate  the  treaty,  because  the  powerful  Monarch 
with  whom  we  made  it  reigns  no  more. 

Will  you  be  unjust,  false,  and  perfidious,  because 
you  are  powerful  ?    Would  it  be  honorable  to  vio- 


*  3  vol.  Lawa,  pag^a  Si,  100,  102. 
1 4  vol.  Laws,  pagoa  96,  98. 
X  3  vol.  Laws,  page  607. 
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late  a  treaty  becanse  those  who  ekiim  the  benefits 
of  its  provisions  are  our  own  citizens  ?  Should 
the  treaty  with  Spain  be  ratified,  you  will  refuse 
to  pay  your  own  citizens  for  Spanish  spoliations, 
because  Spain,^  who  stipulated  on  their  behalf,  is 
not  likely  to  declare  war  against  you  if  you  do 
not  i  By  your  Constitution,  a  treaty  is  the  su- 
preme law  of  the  land,  and  paramount  to  the  con- 
stitution which  you  propose  to  force  Missouri  to 
adopt  You  may,  indeed,  repeal  the  treaty  by  atr 
act  of  Congress :  but  the  effect  of  a  measure  of 
that  kind  should  be  well  considered.  And  you 
must  repeal  the  treaty  directly  or  by  implication 
before  tne  proposed  measure  can  have  the  desired 
'cfifect :  for  the  treaty,  until  it  is  repealed,  is  para- 
mount to  the  imposea  constitution ;  and  the  judges 
would  sustain  it. 

Beware!  You  have  no  ri^ht  to  Missouri  but 
what  the  treaty  gives  you.  The  treaty  gives  you 
Missouri,  on  condition  that  you  secure  the  prop- 
erty of  the  inhabitants,  and  incorporate  them  into 
the  Union  of  the  United  States,  with  all  the  rights 
of  citizens,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution,  which  reserves  to  them  all  pow- 
ers not  delegated  by  that  Constitution.  If  I  receive 
a  deed  on  condition,  I  am  bound  to  perform  the 
condition.  Every  engagement  in  a  treaty  is  a 
condition,  the  breach  of  which  releases  the  other 
party  from  his  engagements.*  Perhaps  they  are 
mbtaken  who  suppose  that  the  present  Govern- 
ment of  France  is  deficient  in  spirit  and  hotior,  and 
will  not  insist  on  the  observance  of  existing  trea- 
ties made  with  France.  Would  not  England  like 
to  see  France  and  the  United  States  brought  into 
collision?  Would  not  all  Europe  be  pleased  to 
ste  the  power  of  France  interoosed  between  the 
United  Stated  and  Mexico  ?  France  wants  colo- 
nies and  commerce ;  and  half  the  people  of  Louis- 
iana are  Frenchmen.  '' 

I  have  heard  it  said,  in  rdation  to  this  question, 
that  if  a  territory  is  conquered,  the  conqueror  may 

E)vem  it  as  he  pleases.  But  you  did  not  conquer 
ouisiana.  You  received  a  deed  of  trust  of  this 
territory ;  and  if  you  do  not  perform  the  trust,  you 
have  no  title.  It  was  said  at  the  last  session  "  we 
'  purchased  the  territory,  and  had  a  right  to  sell  it ; 

<  therefore  we  mar  annex  such  conditions  to  its 
'  admission  into  tne  Union  as  we  please.''  It  is 
tfae  that  you  paid  money  for  the  territory,  but  you 
took  a  conditional  deed,  and  are  bound  by  the  con- 
dftiotts  in  the  deed.  You  have  no  right  to  sell  it 
to  a  foreign  Power :  for  yoti  have  bound  yourselves 
to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  in  the  Union  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  This  promise  cannot  be 
fulfiOed  but  by  admitting  them  as  States ;  for  ter- 
ritories are  not  "  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the 
Stales."  The  Constimtion  provides  that  "the 
'  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  priv- 
'  ileges  and  inmiunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 

<  States."  This  was  intended  for  the  benefit  of 
those  citizens  who  should  remove  from  one  State 
to  another.  The  treaty  provides  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  Louisiana  shall  be  admitted  "  to  the  enjoy- 


*Grotitu. 


ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  nmnam- 
ties,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.^  This  pro- 
vision is  not  for  the  benefit  of  the  traveller  from 
Louisiana ;  it  is  intended  for  the  inhabttaDts  of 
Louisiana  in  their  States:  that  they  sball  have 
the  same  rightsf  in  their  States  that  other  crtizens 
of  the  United  States  have  in  their  States ;  conse^ 
quently,  that  they  shaU  possess  the  right  of  self- 
government. 

It  has  been  said,  that  although  by  treaty  we  are 
boirod  to  maintain  the  inhabitants  of  Lonisiatia  i& 
their  property  until  they  are  incorporated  m  the 
Union  of  the  United  States,  the  stipulatioa  is  bat 
temporary,  and  not  afterwards  oUigatory.  It  seena 
therefore  to  be  inferred  that  we  may  take  away 
their  property  after  they  have  been  admitted  into 
the  Union  as  a  State,  although  previousiy  it  h 
secure.  The  name  of  no  tnan  can  obtain  respeet 
for  such  an  argument.  When  they  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union  of  the  States,  their  prop* 
erty  will  be  sacred.  Can  these  inhabitants  be 
incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United  BtatOL 
and  their  enjoyment  of  their  reli|ioB,  liberty,  and 
property,  be  afterwards  rendered  insecure  br  Ck>n- 
gress  ?  The  great  advocate  for  depriving  them  o/ 
their  property  says,  exiiressly,  "  Congress  have  no 
power  to  prevent  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  Cath- 
olic religion."*  Then  it  is  equally  certain  Uiat 
Congress  have  no  poWer  to  prevent  the  free  en- 
joyment of  property ;  for  religion  and  propertv  are 
alike  secured  to  them  by  the  same  clause  or  the 
treaty,  and  by  those  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
which  declare  that  Congress  shall  mdce  no  Xn^w 
respecting  an  establishment  of  religion ;  that  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation;  and  that  which  declares  that  all 
power  not  delated  is^  reserved  to  the  States  and 
the  people.  What  f<»m8  the  Unwwi  of  the  United 
States?  The  Constitution.  Then,  to  become  in- 
corporated in  the  Union  of  the  United  States,  is  to 
become  a  party  to  the  Constitvtion— entitled  to  all 
the  rights  and  privileges  which  it  confers,  and  lia- 
ble to  all  the  duties  which  it  imposes. 

It  has  been  said,  that  Congress  aJone  are  to  judge 
of  the  expediency  of  admitting  a  State.  If  that 
was  conceded,  it  would  not  follow  that  they  siMNifd 
have  power  to  rmn  a  Stete'-4naking  a  new  class — 
by  deprivinjr  the  admitted  State  of  equal  rights.  It 
might  jttstity  the  refUisal  of  Congress  to  aonit  the 
new  State :  but  Congress  have  sanctioned  the 
treaty— executed  it.  in  part— -by  admitting  oae 
State,  and  selling  the  ceded  lands.  The  expedi- 
ency of  the  incorporation  should  have  been  eoft- 
sidered  b^re  Conff^ess  sanctioned  the  treaty.  It 
is  nowtoo  late<  The  fkith  of  the  nation  is  plec^cA, 
irrevocably,  and  so  is  the  faith  of  Coi^ress. 

You  have  not  onlv  pledged  the  piiblic  fiuA  to 
France  and  the  people  of  Louisiana,  but  yoa  haw 
made  stipulation  with  the  emiffrmts  to  that  cooa- 
try,  thoee^nigrants  being  moattlyslaveholdera;  for 
vou  have  invited  the  daveholdera  to  go  to  Misaoori, 
by  freely  admitting  their  slaves,  which  yoa  ex^ 
eluded  from  the  Territories  of  Indiana  and  IlHnon. 
You  have  said  ih  your  laws  to  those  emigrants  from 


'  Mr.  King's  pamphlet. 
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t^  IkHithera  States,  <«  no  man  sbaU  be  dqnrimed 

*  of  his  life,  liberty,  or  property,  bat  by  the  iudg- 
^  Eaent  of  his  peers,  and  the  law  of  the  land.    If 

*  the  poblio  exigeaeies  make  it  necessary,  for  the 
^  eoinmon  preservation,  to  take  the  property  of  any 

*  penon,  or  to  demand  his  parti4}iilar  services,  full 
<  eottpttisation  shall  be  made  for  th»  same.'^ 

It  is  said,  you  have  made  conditions  with  Liouis- 
iana,  and  it  is  contended  that  yoa  may  make  con- 
ditions with  Kf  is»onri.  If  yoa  made  conditions 
wiA  Loaisiana  that  you  had  no  right  to  demand, 
tbm  will  not  prove  that  yoa  have  a  right  to  make 
any  condition  you  please  with  Missouri.  Let  as 
examine  those  conditions.  The  first  was  a  re- 
BuUioan  form  of  government.  A  good  condition, 
neeaose  agreeable  to  the  Constitation.  The  second, 
for  rdigioos  liberty.  This  condition  is  suppo«?d 
lo  be  void,  and  that  the  people  of  Loaisiana  may 
require  their  officers  to  acknowledge  a  future  state 
of  rewards  and  punishments,  as  in  Pennsylvania ; 
or  to  be  Christians,  as  in  Maryland,  New  Hamp- 
shire, und  Massachusetts ;  or  to  be  Protestants,  as 
in  New  York,  New  Jersey,  and  North  Carolina.  A 
third  that  the  judicial  proceedings  shall  be  in  the 
kinffu»re  of  the  judicial  and  legislative  proceedings 
of  me  United  States.  This  ttey  would  not  submit 
to ;  but  they  agreed  to  use  the  kinguage  in  which  die 
Constitation  is  written.  I  suppose  the  condition 
is  void,  and  that  they  may  ke^  their  records  in 
any  other  language  when  thc^^  {dease.  A  fourth 
oondition  respects  the  public  lands.  This  is  use- 
tesB.  We  have  power  to  enact  needfid  regulations 
on  that  subject ;  and  do  not  depend  on  the  oon- 
stiftttion  of  Loaisiana  for  any  of  oar  powers.  A 
fifth  cottditioa  is  for  the  navigation  of  the  river 
MisBisiippi,  toll  free.  This  they  rejected ;  but  you 
declared  it  a  condition  of  their  admission.  The 
ri^t  depends  not  on  yoor  dedaration ;  it  depends 
on  the  law  of  nations,  on  former  treaties,  and  on 
the  power  of  Congress  to  regulate  bommeitse. 
Soj^fpose  that  they  should  impose  toll  ou  the  navi- 
gation of  ^le  river ;  wiU  you  ezpel  them  from  dia 
union  ?    I  presume  that  you  wul  not. 

I  tnist  that  the  only  inquiry  that  thb  Govern^ 
meat  will  make  in  relation  to  the  treaty  with 
Prance,  is,  what  have  we  engaged  to  perform? 
It  will  never  condescend  to  inquire,  what  iB  the 
penalty  if  we  violate  our  faith,  and  who  will  en- 
force It?  Shall  we,  at  the  moment  when  our 
Bnvov  at  the  Court  of  Spain  proolaimB  aloud, 
that  tais  Qovemment  wiU  punish  perfidy,  violate 
our  faith  ]4edffed  to  Franee,  because,  as  the  gteat 
Napc^^  no  longer  reiapis,  we  expeot  the  vic4a- 
tion  might  pass  unpanisned  ?  I  hope  we  are  not 
tiMs  periktionsly  to  imitate  Punic  faith,  by  "pal- 
tering^ with  our  engagements.  When  the  mure 
historian  shall  speal  Sf  your  conduct  and  that  of 
Ferdinand,  he  will  say,  "  Ferdinand,  in  refoiing  to 
mUtf  the  treaty  negotiated  with  the  United  StMee. 
wrefened  the  chance  of  war,  and  the  risk  of  au 
liis  foreign  possessions,  to  a  violation  ai  hb  foith 
]rfed«ed  to  threeof  his  own  subjects ;  but  the  Uni^ 
tad  States  violated  a  treaty  ratMed  by  tha  Presi- 
dettt  and  Senate,  and  confirmed  bf  Cattgresa, 
thereby  depriving  their  own  oitnens  ai  th^  pro- 
perty 10  an  imaMnse  amount,  consoling  themaema 


with  the  expectation  that  France  vrould  allow 
their  perfidy  to  pass  unpunished.'^  Saeh  will  be 
his  testimony ;  and  the  judgment  of  posterity  wiM 
condemn  you. 

I  will  next  examine  the  justice  of  the  proposed 
!  measure.  It  is  a  principle  of  the  Constitution  that 
no  advantage  shall  be  given  to  some  of  the  States 
over  others.  It  was  with  a  view  to  prevent  par- 
tiality, that  it  was  provided  by  the  Constitution 
that  import  duties  should  be  unifonn,  and  that  no 
export  duties  should  be  laid ;  that  direct  taxes 
should  be  laid  according  to  the  census ;  and  thait 
no  preference  should  be  given  to  the  ports  of  any 
State.  It  is  a  sacred  duty  of  Congress  to  do  equal 
and  impartial  justice  to  every  part  of  the  Union. 

Titxes  may  be  laid  to  promote  the  general  vrel- 

faxe  of  the  United  States.    If  ^15,000,000  of  the 

money  raised  by  taxes  paid  by  the  wlu>Ie  peoj^ 

\  are  ajkiroiNriated  to  purchase  a  territory,  is  it  just 

;  to  exclude  therefrom  the  mhabttants  of  a  part  of 

j  the  States?    The  inhabitants  of  the  sfeveholdaiff 

I  States  being  slaveholders,  you  exclude  them,  if 

I  you  exclude  their  slaves,  as  efiectuaiiy  as  you 

,  would  exclude  married  men  by  a  law  that  chikfaen 

!  and  married  womMi  should  not  come  into  the  ter- 

j  ritory.    If  you  had  power  to  enact  such  a  Uw.  die 

■  inequality  of  its  operation  should  deter  you  rroaa 

i  paseinff  an  act  so  partial  and  uniust. 

;     Shall  the  riaveholders  be  declared  incapable  of 

holding  any  share  of  the  territorv  purchaaed  -wink 

!  the  money  of  the  whole  people?    Have  they  not 

'  contributed  their  full  proportion  of  the  money  paid 

for  the  territory?    By  such  a  measure  you  wiU 

deprive  the  Southern  people  of  an  equal  privileoe. 

that  of  taking  with  them  their  faa&ilies.    Will 

ymi  compel  tl^  citisen.of  Kentudcy^  the  waata  of 

whose  caildrcn  rehire  mok^  lands,  when  he  b 

about  to  remove  to  Missouri,  to  aell  the  nurse  who 

has  fed  his  children  from  her  breatst,  the  faithful 

man  who  has  long  attended  on  his  person,  the 

maids  of  his  wife  and  dauffhters,  and  the  lit^ 

children  bom  in  his  family,  before  he  can  reoaove 

to  the  country  of  his  choice?    Yes ;  this  you  pro* 

pose  to  do;  yet  talk  of  your  hamanity !    We  are 

told,  with  unfeeling  apathy,  by  the  great  advocate 

of  the  measure  under  consideration,  that  "the 

slaves  owned  by  the  inhabitants  might  be  sent  for 

sale  into  States  where  slavery  exists." 

So  far  as  the  proposed  measure  may  a£feot  Vir- 
ginia, it  will  be  an  unworthy  return  lor  the  most 
generous  liberality.  A  imr^  portion  of  the  coa»- 
tnr  north  of  Ohio  was  withu  ner  chartered  limits. 
Alone  and  unaided  she  ooaquered  it  from  tlw 
common  eneiay.  She  ceded  it  to  the  United 
States  for  the  conmKxi  benefit,  without  nny  equiv- 
alent. She  submitted  to  a  regulation  as  unjust  as 
it  was  unauthorized,  by  which  almoet  the  whde 
6{  her  population  were  excluded  from  that  fine 
country,  once  their  own.  And  now,  after  she  has 
paid  her  fbll  proportion  of  the  price  of  another 
country,  it  is  proposed  to  exdode  the  people  from 
that  also. 

The  plan  of  our  of^ioneats  seems  to  be  to  con- 
fiae  tlie  slave  population  to  the  Southern  Stales^ 
to  the  oomitiies  wbitxt  sugar,  cotton,  and  tobaeo% 
are  cultivated;  and  this  under  preteate  of  1 
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ity  to  the  blacks.  But  do  you  not  perceive,  sir, 
that  by  confining  the  slaves  to  a  part  of  the  coun- 
try where  the  crops  are  raised  for  exportation,  and 
bread  and  meat  are  purchased,  that  you  doom 
them  to  scarcity  and  hunger  ?  Is  it  not  obvious 
that  the  way  to  render  the  situation  of  those  peo- 
ple more  comfortable  is  to  allow  them  to  be  taken 
to  those  parts  of  the  country  where  bread  and 
meat  are  produced  in  profusion,  with  little  labor, 
and  where,  consequently,  there  is  not  the  same 
motive  to  lorce  the  slaves  to  incessant  toil,  that 
there  is  in  the  countries  where  cotton,  sugar,  and 
tobacco  are  raised  for  exportation. 

It  is  proposed  to  hem  in  the  blacks  in  a  sterile 
country,  where  they  are  hard  worked  and  ill  fed, 
that  they  may  be  rendered  unproductive,  and  their 
race  prevented  from  increasing.  Yet  in  recom- 
mendmg  the  utility  of  this  measure  in  diminishing 
the  number  of  the  negroes,  occasion  is  taken  to 
declaim  against  slavery,  and  to  irritate  the  slaves 
against  their  masters ;  those  very  masters  who  are 
desirous  to  improve  the  condition  of  their  slaves, 
by  removing  them  to  the  fertile  and  extensive 
plains  of  the  West. 

The  proposed  measure,  recommended  under  the 
mask  of  humanity,  would  be  extreme  cruelty  to 
the  blacks.  Yon  would  not  only  doom  them  to 
scarcity  and  hard  labor,  but,  by  confining  them  to 
a  particular  district,  where  their  numbers  will  be 
formidable,  you  will  cause  their  chains  to  be  ren- 
<iered  more  weighty.  The  Southern  people,  see- 
ing that  they  must  rely  on  themselves  for  safety, 
wUl,  if  they  have  common  prudence,  take  precau- 
tions for  their  security.  Already  the  slaves  expe- 
rience the  effects  of  your  intermeddling  with  their 
situation.  Since  the  incendiary  speeches  of  the 
last  session,  Georgia  has  put  a  stop  to  manumis- 
sion,* and  North  Carolina  has  essayed  to  put  a 
stop  to  instruction. 

If  you  are  truly  desirous  that  the  slaves  shall  be 
treated  with  humanity,  let  them  be  as  much  as 
possible  dispersed.  The  smaller  their  number  in 
any  district,  the  better  will  be  their  situation.  It 
is  well  known  that  those  farmers  who  have  only 
two  or  three  slaves,  feed,  clothe,  and  govern  them 
as  they  do  their  children ;  while  those  of  the  great 
proprietors  are  not  so  well  fed  or  clothed,  more 
restrained,  and  more  constantly  engaged  in  labor, 
if,  instead  of  favoring  the  dispersion  of  the  slaves, 
a  measure  truly  dictated  by  humanity,  you  confine 
them  to  the  States  wherein  they  now  are,  you  will 
be  as  cruel  as  him  who,  when  besieffing  an  enemy's 
city,  fired  upon  the  women  and  children  who  at- 
tempted to  come  out,  that,  thereby,  he  might  occa- 
sion a  famine  in  the  city  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  will  next  consider  the  effect  wnich  the  pro- 
posed measure  may  have  upon  the  safety  of  the 
community.  There  were  in  the  United  States,  at 
the  taking  of  the  last  census,  of  free  whites  5,765,- 
000,  of  slaves  1,165,000,  or  about  one  slaye  to  five 
free  whites.     There  were  of  free  blacks  181,000, 


*Tbi8  law,  noticed  in  the  nei^spapers  of  1819,  is 
said  to  have  passed  before  the  debate  alloded  to.  It 
prohibits  emancipation,  except  by  ^e  Legblature  or 
the  consent  of  the  master. 


making  the  whole  number  of  the  blacks  aboat 
1,346,000,  there  being  more  than  four  whites  to 
one  black.  Now,  it  is  apparent  that,  were  these 
people  equally  dispersed  in  every  district,  county, 
and  town,  of  every  State,  there  would  be  no  dan- 
ger from  any  insurrectional  movement  by  them  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States.  E^ual  dispersion 
would  produce  not  only  an  increase  of  comfort  to 
the  slaves,  but  also  perfect  security  to  the  whites. 

Let  us  suppose  that,  instead  of  being  dispersed 
through  ten  of  the  States,  as  they  now  are,  that 
the  slaves  were  all  collected  in  Virginia ;  that  Stale 
would  then  have— whites 551,000,  blacks  1,346,000, 
or  about  five  blacks  to  two  whites.  What  wcMild 
be  the  consequence  ?  Let  Saint  Domingo  answer. 
But  Virginia  has  actually  392,000  slaves,  or  about 
eight  slaves  to  eleven  wnite  persons.  She  is  yet 
safe,  if  her  legislators  have  foresight,  decision,  and 
firmness.  And  1  hope  it  will  never  be  said  of 
Virginia,  ^'  Died  Abner  as  a  fool  dieth :  thy  hands 
were  not  bound,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters." 

As  equal  dispersion  of  the  slaves  would  be  per- 
fect security,  and  concentration  of  them  in  a  single 
State  would  be  probable  destruction,  what  may  be 
said  of  the  policy  of  the  amendment  on  your  table, 
which  proposes  to  return  upon  the  old  States  or 
throw  into  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  where  they 
are  already  too  numerous,  ten  thousand  slares  from 
Missouri.  It  is  evident  that  the  more  you  concen- 
trate them,  the  greater  the  danger ;  the  moK  yon 
j  disperse  them,  the  greater  the  safely-  Whete  the 
proportion  of  the  slaves  to  the  free  po-sons  is  too 
great,  it  ought,  by  all  just  means,  to  be  lessened. 

Dispersion  is  the  true  policy  to  pursue  towards 
a  distinct  people,  whose  numbers  in  any  part  of 
an  empire  endanger  its  peace.  Thus  Salmanazer 
dispersed  the  Israelites  throughout  his  empire;  and 
Vespasian,  Adrian,  and  Constantine,  dispersed  the 
Jews.  It  was  good  policy  in  Valens  to  disperse 
the  children  of  the  Goths,  in  Asia.  So  in  our  own 
times,  the  British,  finding  that  the  Maroons  were 
dangerous  in  Jamaica,  transported  them  to  Nova 
Scotia.  Suppose  that  fifty  thousand  prisoners  had 
been  taken  in  the  late  war,  would  you  have  deemed 
it  safe  to  have  cantoned  the  whole  of  them  in  Ver- 
mont ?  Or  would  you  not  have  dispersed  them 
through  several  of  the  States?  Doubtless  you 
would  have  dispersed  them.  And  for  the  same 
reason  you  should  disperse  the  slaves. 

In  legislating  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the 
whole  community,  you  should  favor  the  dispersion 
of  this  people  as  much  as  possible;  and  if  you 
take  no  step  for  that  purpose,  at  least  place  no  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  those  who  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive them  from  us.  As  the  proportion  of  the 
slaves  to  the  whites  is  increased  above  a  certain 
ratio,  so  is  the  State  weakened.  Tennessee  or 
Missouri  are  not  weakened  by  the  slave  population, 
in  their  ability  to  repel  a  savase  foe,  or  any  foe 
that  can  appear  in  the  West;  but  the  Southern 
States  are  weakened  in  their  ability  to  repel  an 
invading  enemy,  who  should  pursue  the  policy  ol 
Clinton,  Howe,  and  Dunmore.  If  you  eticourage 
the  Southern  whites,  who  are  not  slaveholders  lo 
emigrate,,  but  prevent  >%he  emigration  of  slave- 
holders, with  their  slaves,  you  change  the  pn»por* 
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lion  of  the  bkicks  and  whites,  and  weaken  the 
'weakest  parts  of  the  Union. 

Although  Virginia  has  a  greater  proportion  of 
alaves  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  except  Lou- 
isiana, yet,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  «he  is  liable 
to  no  reproacL  In  her  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, which  preceded  that  of  the  United  States 
two  months,  she  charged  the  British  King  with 
an  inhuman  use  of  his  negative,  in  not  simering 
hor,  while  a  colony,  to  put  an  end  to  the  slave 
tirade.  She  did  put  a  stop  to  the  slave  trade  dur- 
ing the  Revolution.  In  the  convention  of  1787, 
while  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  and  Con- 
necticut, united  with  Maryland  and  the  Southern 
States,  to  continue  the  slave  trade  for  twenty  years, 
Virginia  united  with  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
and  Delaware,  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  it ;  but 
^nras  unsuccessful.*  The  offence  of  kidnapping  is 
one  of  the  few  offences  for  which  the  mild  code  of 
Virginia  provides  the  punishment  of  death  ;t  while 
Pennsylvania,  as  her  Governor  affirms,  punishes 
that  crrme  with  greater  lenity  than  the  offence  of 
horse  stealing4  Virginia,  indeed,  keeps  the  blacks 
in  a  state  of  perpetuiu  minority,  because  justice  to 
her  citizens  and  the  safetv  of  the  community  re- 
quire it.  And  whatever  tne  safety  of  the  commu- 
nity requires  is  right  and  lawful. 

The  tendency  of  the  proposition  to  create  jeal- 
ousies between  the  States,  deserves  serious  consid- 
eration. It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  sacred  dut]^  of 
those  who  govern  this  nation,  to  guard  against 
evay  cause  of  division  with  the  utmost  care,  and 
to  practjice  forbearance.  The  Constitution  was 
formed  m  a  spirit  of  concession ;  and  it  has  been, 
and  will  be,  necessary  to  administer  it  in  the  same 
spirit.  The  people  of  the  South  deem  the  pro- 
posed measure  a  serious  wrong.  That  circum- 
stance alone  should  be  a  sufficient  objection  to  any 
measure  which  cannot  be  shown  to  be  essential  to 
the  preservation  of  the  community.  In  the  effects 
of  the  embargo  we  have  seen  how  impolitic  it  is 
to  adopt  a  measure  against  the  general  opposition 
of  a  large  section  o^the  country.  We  saw  that 
measure  repealed  for  want  of  power  to  enforce  it ; 
but  not  until  it  had  prpduced  extensive  disaffec- 
tion, which,  in  the  hist  war,  paralyzed  the  right 
arm  of  the  United  States,  and  led  to  that  conven- 
tion, which  is  now  the  subject  of  universal  regret 
X  ou  a^'e  about  to  prove  to  the  Southern  and 
Western  people  that  their  property  and  their  lives 
are  unsafe  under  your  Government ;  that  you  mean 
to  violate  their  claim  of  a  right  to  make  laws  for 
themselves.  It  will  not  be  good  policy  to  con- 
vince the  Southern  and  Western  people  of  this. 
'  Are  you  certain  that  injustice  cannot  have  the 
I  effect  of  breaking  the  bands  of  the  Union?  Doubt- 
less they  are  strong;  but  the  attachment  to  life, 

*  See  Journal  of  Convention,  pages  291  and  292. 
^  t  Such  was  the  law  of  1 792.    The  late  revisal  ii  not 

to  be  had  here. 

J  Extract  from  the  Meuage  of  the  Governor  of  Penn- 

iylvania,  December  11,  1S19.  *" 

**lt  is  a  melancholy  fact,  that  our  laws  regard  the 

,  ataaliog  of  a  horse  a  more  heinons  ofisnee  than  that 

of 


property,  and  the  rights  of  freemen,  is  stronger. 
The  States  who  hold  slaves  cannot  consent  mat 
any  State  shall  surrender  to  this  Government 
power  over  that  description  of  property.  Its  value 
amounts  to  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars.  Power 
over  it  has  not  been  granted  to  this  Government 
for  any  purpose,  except  that  of  taxation  \  nor  can 
power  over  it  be  obtained  by  the  concession  of 
particular  States,  or  otherwise  than  by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution. 

Every  State  is  interested  that  every  other  State 
shall  preserve  its  rights.  The  States  should  pos- 
sess the  same  rights,  so  that  the  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  one  should  be  the  invasion  of  the  rights 
of  all.  You  will  imite  in  opposition  ten  of  the 
States;  you  will  form  local  parties,  the  most  dan- 
gerous of  all  parties ;  you  will  unite  the  State  gov- 
ernments, defending  State  rights,  to  the  people, 
defending  their  property  to  the  amount  of  nve 
hundred  millions.  Louisiana,  being  equally  in- 
terested in  the  construction  of  the  treaty,  must 
make  common  cause  with  Missouri,  and  the  other 
slaveholding .  States  may  make  common  cause 
with  them. 

If  you  let  the  people  of  Missouri  alone  to  exer- 
cise tne  right  of  self-government,  as  it  is  exercised 
by  the  people  of  the  other  States,  perhaps  they 
may  of  theoiselves  exclude  slavery.  If  such  is  their 
sovereign  will  and  pleasure,  be  it  so.  Let  the  will 
of  (he  people  be  done.  But  if  you  attempt  to  force 
your  own  will  upon  them,  perhaps  they  may  know 
and  duly  appreciate  their  rights.  Then  they  will 
not  give  up  the  sacred  right  of  self-government.* 
The  people  who  have  not  a  right  to  legislate  for 
themselves  are  not  free.  They  do  not  enjoy  a  re- 
publican form  of  government.  It  would  be  an 
event  to  be  lamented  if  any  portion  of  this  free 
peode  should  give  up  their  Constitutional  rights. 

This  proposition  is  hostile  to  the  Western  coun- 
try. It  tends  to  retard  the  population  of  Missouri, 
and  to  put  off  the  time  when  other  Western  States 
shall  come  into  the  Union.  Let  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  remember  what  portion  of  the  Union 
is  that  which  has  uniformly  £ftvored  the  growth 
and  prosperity  of  the  Western  country.*  Let 
them  remember  what  portion  of  the  Union  is  that 
which  was  for  giving  up  the  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  to  Spain,  f    Whence  came  the  politi- 


*  Debates  of  the  Contention  of  Virginia,  8d  rolume, 
p.  191.  ^  My  honorable  friend  gave  a  very  just  ac- 
count of  it  when  he  said  that  the  Southern  States 
were  on  their  goard,  and  opposed  every  measure  tend- 
ing to  relinquish  or  waive  that  valuable  right,  [the 
navigation  of  the  M  ississippi.]  They  would  not  agree 
to  negotiate,  but  on  condition  that  no  proposition 
whatever  should  be  made  to  surrender  that  great 
right." 

I  Same  debates,  p.  128.  **A  similar  commiesioB 
was  given  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  Foreign 
Afiairs  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  with  these 
uUimata,  <  That  he  enter  into  no  teeaty,  compact,  or 
convention  whatever,  with  the  said  representative  of 
Spain,  which  did  not  stipulate  our  rignt  to  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Misaianppi,  and  the  boundaries  as  es- 
tablished in  our  trea^  with  Great  Britain." 
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^n  who  solicited  power  to  cede  the  Aafigft^Mm 
of  the  MiBfibstppt  to  Spain?  From  N«w  Xoik.* 
[The  Chaiiiman  (Mr.  Baldwin)  decided  that 
these  remarks  were  not  ia  order,  being  inajmlica- 
ble  to  the  subject  before  the  Committee.  Mr.  S, 
appealed  firom  the  decision  of  ^e  Chair*  Mr. 
Clat  (the  Speaker)  made  some  remarks  in  favor 
oi  allowing  considerable  latitude  in  the  debate. 
The  ffloestion  was  not  put,  and  Mr.  Smttr  pro- 
ceeded.] Who  opposed  the  admission  of  the  State 
of  lUinois  into  the  Union?  An  honorable  mem- 
ber from  New  York,  t  Who  opposed  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Alabama  into  the  Union  7  An 
honorable  member  from  New  York.  X  And  who 
has  proposed  a  measure  calculated  to  impede  the 
f^wth  of  Missouri,  or  to  prevent  her  admission 
mto  the  Union?  An  honorable  member  from 
New  York.  4  Sir,  th^e  seems  to  be  more  in 
ail  this  than  meets  the  eye.  At  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution^  it  was  said  of  the 
fiastern  States,  their  language  has  been,  '^  Let  us 
'  psevent  any  new  States  from  rising  in  the  West- 
'  em  world,  or  they  will  out-vote  us.  We  will 
'  lose  our  imjportance,  and  become  as  nothing  in 
<  the  scale  ot  nations."  This  policy  seems  now 
to  actuate  some  gentlemen  of  view  York.  Per- 
haps the  politicians  of  that  State  see  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  a  rv^ng  rival  to  their  great  empo- 
risun.  Perhaps  they  see  in  the  Mississij^pi  and  its 
tributary  streams,  the  rivid  of  the  navigation  of 
the  North  rivet,  the  grand  canal,  and  the  Lakes. 
Perhaps  they  see  in  Bussomri  the  very  State  whieh, 
at  no  ffistant  day,  may  balance  the  great  Eastern 
Sute.  If  they  see  all  this,  it  is  not  surprising  that 
they  are  desirous  to  ke^  down  the  rising*  power  of 
tteWest 

An  object  which,  as*  has  been  avowed,  this  mea- 
sure is  intended  ultimately  to  effect,  and  which  it 
will  in  piut  effect,  demands  particular  atteutk>n. 
That  cbject  is  the  manumission  of  the  blacks, 
without  either  dispersing  or  colonizing  them,  to  be 
effected  by  coc^ping  thMH  xtp  ia  narrow  boun^, 
ooKtil  their  increasing  numbers,  combined  with 
scarcity  and  himger,  shall  render  it  necessary  to 
manuntit  them,  for  the  purtiose  of  getting  tii  of 
them.  L^us  inquire  inietner  this  object  would 
promote  the  wel&re  of  the  community.  Suppose 
that  the  skveholding  States  w«re  at  once  to  emaa^ 
cipate  their  slaves,  and  increase  the  free  black 
peculation  to  the  number  of  two  millions  $  let  us 
mquire  what  kind  of  citizens  they  are  like  to  be- 
come ||    The    historian,    Edwards,   says:    The 


P.  120.  **  The  delegates  of  the  seven  eastemoiost 
Stttes  voted  that  the  ukimata  in  the  Secretary's  in- 
stractions  be  repealed." 

•  Same  debates,  p.  1^9.  **  We  were  greatly  sur- 
prised that  it  [a  treaty  of  commerce]  should  form  the 
principal  object  of  the  project,  and  that  a  partial  or 
Mmporary  saeriflee  of  that  interest,  (br  the  adfance- 
iasnt«f  T^hidi  thft  negotiation  was  set  on  foot,  shonld 
be  the  eonsidefMion  proposed  to  be  ^en  fbr  it.  But 
the  honmaUe  Beeretary  (Mr.  Jay)  urged  thaft  it  was 
meMmjtm  stand  well  wRb  Spaia^'*  4bc 

t  Mr.  Tallmadge.    See  Joamal,  for  the  vote. 

t  Mr.  Taylor.  SThessmS. 

I  History  West  Indies,  vol.  4,  p.  107. 


'  Charaibes  of  St.  Vincent^  and  ^te  Mavooii  me- 
'  groes  of  Jamaica,  were  originally  enaiaTed  Afri- 
^  cans ;  and  what  they  now  are,  the  freed  aegroes 
'  of  St.  Domingo  will  bereaHer  be^~flaT«gcs  ia 
'  the  midst  of  society,  without  peace,  aecurlty, 
'  a|riculture,  or  property — ignorant  of  the  datio 
'  of  life,  and  unacquainted-  with  all  the  soft  and 
'  endearing  t^ations  which  render  it  desirable— 

*  averse  to  labor,  ^ough  frequently  periahing  of 
'  want — siispicious  of  each  other,  and  towaTds  At 
^  i«st  of  mankind  revenffeiul  and  ftiithleeB^  remdrwe- 
'  less  and  bloody  minM--^preteiidiB|g  to  be  fiM^ 
'  while  groaning  beneath  the  capriciocut  despottei 

*  of  their  chlefe,  and  feeling  all  the  misefies  of 
^  servitude^  vritheut  the  benefits  of  subordinatiea.'* 
That  distinguished  political  philoeopfaer,  Mui 
Taylor  of  Caroline,  is  well  acquainted  with  the 
free  blacks  of  Virginia,  and  thus  gives  their  ehar- 
acter:*  '^A  free  negro  and  miuatio  dass  life 

upon  agriovdture  as  agents  of  brokers,  for  dispos- 
ing of  stolen  products.  The  situation  of  the  free 
negro  class  is  exactly  cateukted  to  force  it  iafa 
every  i^tecies  of  vice.  Cut  off  from  most  of  the 
rights  of  citizens,  and  from  all  the  allowances  ef 
slaves,  it  is  <kiven  into  every  species  of  crime  fbf 
subsistence ;  and  destined  to  a  life  ef  iifleneH^ 
anxiety,  and  ^ilt  The  slaves  more  widely 
share  in  its  gmlt  than  in  its  fraudulent  ac^pnsi- 
tions.  They  owe  to  it  the  perpetual  pun  of  re- 
pining at  their  own  condition,  ny  hanng  an  ob- 
ject of  comparison  before  their  eyes,  magniiei 
by  its  idleness,  and  thefts^  with  itDpunhy,  into  a 
temptation  the  most  allunng  to  slaves ;  aadw^ 
eventoallj  owe  to  it  the  conseQewnces  of  Aeir 
insurrections.  The  whites  will  reap  also  a  bar- 
vest  of  consequences  from  the  free  n^^ro  daas, 
and,  throuffhout  all  their  degreies  of  rank,  soih' 
much  in  their  morals  from  me  two  kinds  ofm- 
terciourse  maintained  with  it  If  vice  is  mnery, 
this  middle  class  is  undoubtedly  ^eeed  in  a  sti^ 
of  misery  itself,  and  contributes  greasy  to  that 
of  the  other  two." 

It  would  seem  that  the  situation  6f  the  blacks 
would  not  be  improved,  and  that  the  state  df  so- 
ciety and  the  puUie  mterest  Would  be  greativ  in- 
jured by  this  emancipation,  should  it  take  flace. 
But  perhaps  it  will  be  said  that  a  partial  and  gra- 
dual emancipation  is  what  is  sought  for.  If  a  total 
emancipation  would  be  a  great  evil,  a  partial 
emancipation  wotild  be  a  lessCr  evil.  That  sod 
partial  emancipatioh  is  an  evH,  Colonel  Taylor,  in 
the  work  I  have  quoted,  has  clearly  proved. 

What  would  be  the  effect  produced  on  the  peace 
and  happiness  of  the  tJnitea  States  were  there  ii 
them  two  races  of  people,  free  and  e(]ual,aTerseto 
mingling^-one  viewing  the  other  with  contempt 
and  scorn,  the  other  regarding  those  who  despised 
them  with  hatred  and  revenge?  History  affords 
spme  Cises  where,  from  difference  of  rdigion  only, 
or  of  religion  and  descent,  two  people  residiiie  ii 
the  same  country  were  utterly  averse  to  each  ouier. 
Such  a  case  has  generally  produced  conspiracies, 


«  la  his  wodc  evtitM  «  Atator,"  which  no  AaMii- 
can  ftrmer,  planted,  or  politician,  should  ha  i 
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i&vssaeres,  and  wars,  untfl  one  of  the  two  people 
were  either  expelled  or  extennioated. 

Thu6,  in  Che  reigo  of  Nero,  the  Jews  and  Syri- 
ans alternately  conmred  a^inst  and  maasaared 
eaeh  other,  without  distinction  or  merejr.  In  the 
reign  of  Tngan,  the  same  Jem  butchered  half  a 
miOion  of  peopk  in  the  provinces  of  Of  prus  and 
Cyrene;  they  ate  their  flesh,  drank  their  blood, 
and  made  girdles  of  their  intestines.  They  re- 
volted under  Adrian,  who  killed  six  hundred  thou- 
sand of  them,  and  dispersed  the  residue.  Th^ 
voYolted  under  Cottstaatine,  who  cropped  their 
eam^  branded  their  bodies,  dispersed  ana  sold  them 
aa  slaves. 

The  history  of  Spain  furnishes  a  case  wdl 
worthy  of  consideration.  There  dwelt  two  people, 
the  one  descended  from  the  Qoths,  the  other  from 
Iho  Arabs,  difieriug  in  complexion  aa  well  as  reli- 
gion. They  warred  a^^ainst  each  other  during 
eight  centuries ;  and  this  struggle  terminated  in 
the  expulsion  of  one  of  the  peoiue.  It  was  at  the 
elose  of  a  similar  contest  that  the  Auritte,  many 
aenturies  before,  were  expetted  from  Egypt  and 
driven  into  Palestine.  At  a  period  still  more  re- 
iDOte,  the  yellow  Hindoos  were  expelled  from  In- 
dia by  a  peoplie  of  a  di^^pent  complexion. 

About  the  year  378,  the  Romans  deemed  it  ne- 
eessary  to  adopt  the  cruel  expedient  of  nmssaoreing 
two  hundred  thousand  Qoths,  dispersed  in  the  cities 
of  Asia.  If  we  descend  toward  modem  times,  we 
find,  in  1002,  the  Dahes  residing  in  England  were 
massacred  by  the  Elnglish;  and,  in  1641,  the  Eng- 
lish residing  in  Ireland  were  massacfed  by  the 
Irish.  Yet  these  were  people  who  might  have 
commmgled  without  the  one  staining  the  other's 
blood. 

We  find  that  in  the  West  Indies  neither  the 
whites  and  mulattoes,  nor  the  ne^oes  and  mulat- 
toesj  can  unite  and  live  together  m  the  same  coun- 
try in  neace  and  friendship.  Rigaud,  the  mulatto 
chief,  aeclared  that  no  peace  would  be  permanent 
until  one  class  of  people  (the  whites  or  mulattoes) 
had  exterminated  the  other;  and  Toussaint  L'On- 
yerUire,  the  aeero  chief,  declared  his  intention  not 
to  kave  a  mulatto  msM^  alive  in  the  country.* 
The  whites  have  been  exterminated,  and  the  ne- 
groes and  mulattoes  have  ibnned  diranct  and  hos- 
tile communities. 

Suppose  that  a  general  emancipation  was  to 
take  place,  and  the  two  people  were  to  commingle, 
what  would  be  the  effect  on  the  character  ofyour 
country  throughout  the  civilized  world  ?  Would 
you  be  willin&r  that  your  nation  should  become  a 
nation  of  mulattoes,  and  be  considered  on  a  level 
with  Hay ti  ?  Are  the  two  races  really  equal  t  If 
so,  how  IS  it  that  the  race  (^whites  has  produced 
BO  many  civilized  nations  in  ancient  ana  modem 
times,  and  the  race  of  African  negroes  not  one? 

The  claims  already  made  by  the  manumitled 
ne^^Toes  in  our  country  are  leaUy  worthy  of  obser- 
vation. They  object  with  disdain  to  the  plan  of 
the  Colonization  Society  iar  settling  the  free  blaeks 
in  Africa.  The  phui,  say  they,  is  calculated  to 
perpetuate  shivery  in  tke  United  Stales.    They 

^  Bdwards'a  Wast  Indiei^  vol.  4,  p.  ii»  MS. 


elaim  that  the  sfoves  shall  he  emancipated,  and 
remain  in  the  country ;  that  they  and  their  pos- 
terity shall  constitute  a  portion  of  the  sovereign 
American  people.* 

Sir,  it  is  necessary  that  every  Constitutional  ef- 
fort shall  be  made,  both  by  the  General  and  Stale 
Govemmoits,  to  eiisct  the  future  peace  of  the  two 
people.  Let  the  ocean  divide  them.  Let  all  cqe* 
cept  the  full-blooded  negro  slave  be  colonized  im- 
mediately, or  with  theleast  possible  delav.  Restose 
the  orij^inal  distinction,  and  let  no  midole  caste  r^ 
main  m  thecountry.  Let  the  enslaved  blacks  be 
dispersed  as  much  as  possible ;  their  situation  will 
become  more  comfortable,  and  their  chance  of 
being  emancipated  will  become  greater ;  and,  as 
they  are  emancipated,  let  them  be  immediately  sent 
to  the  colony.  For  these  purposes,  let  there  be  a 
rich  colonization  ftmd.  You  have  a  right  to  raise 
money  to  provide  for  the  general  wcUaSe;  and  by 
no  anptopriataon  of  money  that  you  can  malee 
would  you  more  piomote  the  general  welfore. 

As  the  emancipation  of  the  present  race  of  bUcks 
in  this  country  cannot  be  rffccted,  the  tendency  af 
the  popular  meeting  iresalutions,  pamphlets,  and 
newspaper  publications^  respecting  this  question, 
merit  notice  and  exposttmn.  The  philosOTheia,  the 
abolition  societies,  and  societies  of  fHends  to  the 
negroes,  in  Europe  who  were  not  at  all  intereeted 
in  negro  daverythemselyes,  produced  the  catas- 
trophe of  St.  Domingol  The  philanthropists, 
societies,  and  popular  tneetings  of  the  North, 
are  pursuing  a  similar  cousse.  Like  causes  pro- 
duce like  ofocts.  Our  philanthropists  may  ac- 
quire as  ffood  a  title  to  the  execrations  of  the  South- 
^n  pec^Mc  as  Robe^nerre  and  Gregoire  acquired 
to  the  execration  of  the  French  people  <n  St. 
Domingat  Here  I  will  offer  the  opinion  of 
the  historian  Edwards,  given  after  considering, 
with  great  attention  and  near  observation,  me 
cfvents  of  St.  Doming.  He  sm,  **  these  reAec- 
'  tions  naturally  mtme  (torn  tne  oirewnstance, 
'  which  is  incontrdvertibiy  proved  in  the  following 
'  pages,  namely,  that  the  rebellion  of  the  nqfroes 

*  m  St  Domingo,  and  the  insurrection  of  the  mu- 

*  lattoes,  had  one  and  the  same  origin.    It  was  not 

*  the  strong  and  irresistible  impuWofhnman  nature 
'  gioaning  under  oppression,  that  excited  either  of 


^**No  4oabt»"  sairs  ColMisl Taylov,  •i^eanaiciat  of 
the  consequences  of  placing  two  natkaa  af  dMndt 
colon  and  IraAases  on  |he  saws  theatre,  lo  oanlSBd, 
n<»t  about  aeonda  and  aigns»  but  tot  waaUh  and  paaiar/' 

'<  Their  manaars,"  says  Colonel  Taylor,  i^ieaking 
of  our  Northern  brethienf  *<  will  naithar  be  iinfrova4t 
nor  their  bappinsM  advanced,  bj^iprinklingtbeircities 
with  a  yearly  emigration  of  thieves,  murderers,  and 
villains  of  every  degree,  tnough  recommended  by  the 
training  of  plavery,  a  black  skin,  a  wooUv  body,  and 
an  African  contour.  Rewards  and  poniahments  are 
rendered  useless  by  the  lare  of  ft«e  negroes  mingled 
with  slaves,  and  by  the  reproaches  to  masters,  and 
sympathies  for  slaves,  breathed  forth  from  the  North- 
ern States.  Bympathies,  such  as  if  the  negroes  should 
transfer  their  affectrans  from  their  own  species  t«  the 
baboons." 

t** Perish  the  calmiiaa,'*  aai4  Habaiiiwri,  **n$htt 
than  sacriiioa  one  iaia  of  onr  pnndplaa." 
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<  thosedassestopltutgetiMirdsffgersiiito  the  bosoms 

<  of  onoffendiBg  women  and  h^pftess  infiELnts.  They 
^  weredriyen  to  thoee  excesses  fay  the  yile  machina- 
^  tkms  of  men  calling  themselres  philosophers.'** 
It  appears  that  the  proceedings  of  the  aoolition 
coeiety  in  London,  those  of  the  society  of  friends 
to  the  negroes  in  France,  and  the  writings  and 
speeches  of  Qregoire,  Robespierre,  and  others, 
stirred  up  the  free  people  of  color  to  claim  equal 
rights,  and  these  instigated  the  ne^  slaves  to  in- 
surrection. Oge,  the  ambassador  Irom  the  French 
reformers  to  the  mulattoes,  made  e  confession, 
wherein  he  detailed  at  larse  the  measures  which 
the  colored  people  had  fallen  upon  to  excite  the 
negro  slaves  to  nse  into  rebellion.!  Here  we  have 
a  satisfactory  proof  of  the  ill  effects  of  partial 
emancipation  in  a  slaveholding  country.  Those 
very  colored  men  who  were  fist  favored  with  a 
grant  of  their  liberty  were  those  who  stirred  up 
the  slaves  to  revolt.  The  same  thing  happened  in 
Jamaica,  where  the  Maroons  attempted  to  create 
a  general  revolt  of  the  slaves,  who  had,  says  Ed- 
wards, ^<  been  accustomed,  for  the  preceding  seven 
'  years,  to  hear  of  nothing  but  Mr.  Wilberfbrce,  and 

<  nis  enbrts  to  serve  them  in  Great  Britain.  The 
'  negroes  on  every  plantation  in  the  West  Indies 

<  were  taught  to  believe  that  their  masters  were 
'  generally  considered,  in  the  mother  country,  as  a 
'  set  of  odious  and  afaiominable  miscreants,  whom 
'it  was  laudable  to  massaci>e."t 

Let  us  look  the  danger  that  threatens  us  in  the 
face.  Let  us  contemplate  a  revolt  in  its  progress 
and  consequences.  "  Such  a  picture  of  human 
'  misery ;  such  a  scene  of  woe  presents  itself  as  no 
'  other  country,  no  former  age,  has  exhibited.  Up- 
'  wards  of  one  hundred  thousand  savage  people 
y  i^vail  themselves  of  the  silence  and  obscurity  of 
'  the  night,  and  fall  on  the  peaceful  and  unsuspi- 
^  cioQs  planters,  like  so  many  famished  tigers, 
'  thirsting  for  human  blood.  Revolt,  conflagration, 

*  and  massacre,  everywhere  mark  their  progress ; 

<  and  death  in  all  its  horrors,  or  cruelties  and  out- 

*  rages,  compared  to  which  immediate  death  b 

*  mercy,  await  alike  the  old  and  the  young,  the 
'  matron,  the  virgin,  and  the  helpless  infant  The 
'  rage  of  fire  consumes  what  the  sword  is  unaUe  to 
'  destroy ;  and,  in  a  few  dismal  hours,  the  most 
'  fertile  and  beautiful  plains  in  the  world  are  con- 
'  verted  into  dne  vast  field  of  carnage ;  a  wilderness 
« of  desolation."; 

Bueh  is  the  ^  glorious  cause,"  the  cause  of  un- 
redeemed and  unregenerated  human  beings,''  spoken 
of  by  an  orator  of  the  last  session ;  whose  fault  it 
does  not  seem  to  have  been^  that  his  speech  has 
neither  produced  assassination  nor  insurrection. 
Such,  it  seems  to  us,  is  the  fate  which  oor  phil- 
anthropists are  preparing  for  us.  If  we  escape 
it,  we  shall  owe  our  escape  to  our  strength,  fore- 
sight, and  vigilance,  and  not  to  the  good  will  of 
our  philanthropists.  Upon  this  ffreat  question, 
which  involves  the  construction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  of  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  Power,  we 

*  4  Edwards's  West  Indies,  preface,  xt. 

\  Bame,  pege  68.     11  Edwtrds,  Appendix,  p.  371. 

$  4  Edwards's  West  Indies,  pp.  M,  09. 


have  memorials  laid  before  us.  Town  meetingi 
instruct  us  in  our  duty,  and  tell  us  «*^<r  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  and  the  treaty.  This  is 
ridiculous  enough.  But  what  is  entitled  to  imr 
serioUs  attention  is  the  declaration  of  the  GrOYcnur 
of  New  York,  that  the  restriction  should  be  im- 
posed on  Missouri,  ^^  whatever  fnay  be  the  amm- 
quences?^  It  seems  that  this  eminent  politician 
would  prefer  civil  war,  servile  war,  or  tke  sever- 
ance of^the  Union,  to  not  imposing  a  restriction 
that  will  exclude  the  j^anters  of  the  South  fiom 
Missouri.  Such  a  declaration,  from  such  a  man, 
is  alarminff.  The  consdidation  of  the  Union  was 
the  great  object  of  the  statesmen  who  saYe  us  the 
Constitution.  It  was  the  fihit  wish  of  their  hearts. 
They  desired  to  establish  justice,  and  insure  domes- 
tic tranquillity ;  but  they  never  thought  oi  eman- 
cipation of  slaves  as  the  means.  They  desired  fo 
establish  justice.  Your  plan  Tiolates  justice,  by 
depriving  the  people  of  their  property  without 
compensation.  They  desired  to  insure  domestic 
tranquillity.  You  destroy  it.  No  necessary  coo- 
cei^ion  was  too  great  for  them  to  make  to  secure 
the  Union.  They  even  granted  to  Ddaware  an 
^ual  vote  with  PennsvlvaniA  in  the  Senate.  Bat, 
to  the  politicians  of  the  present  day,  unioo  seems 
of  little  importance )  for,  the  proposied  rertriction 
must  be  imposed  on  Missouri,  ^  whatever  may  be 
the  consequences." 

I  will  ofier  the  sentiments  of  that  Assembly  of 
Virginia  which  deputed  members  to  the  Fedfcrtl 
Convention,  as  applicable  to  the  present  discussion, 
and  worthy  of  adoption. 

<*  The  crisig  [say  they]  is  arrived  at  which  the  good 
people  of  America  are  to  decide  the  aolemn  qaeatioa 
whether  they  will,  by  wiae  and  magDaBimout  eflbrts, 
reap  the  just  fruits  of  that  independence  which  thej 
have  so  gloriously  acquired,  and  of  that  Union  which 
they  have  cemented  with  so  much  of  their  common 
blood,  or  whether,  by  giving  way  to  unmanly  jealonstcs 
and  prejudices,  or  to  partial  and  tranntory  intereata, 
they  will  renounce  the  auspicious  blessings  prepared 
for  them  by  the  Revolution.  The  same  noble  and  ei- 
tended  poli^,  and  the  aame  fraternal  and  afiSactionaie 
sentiments  whidi  originally  determined  the  eitiieiia  of 
this  Commonwealth  in  uniting  with  their  brelhrse  of 
the  other  States  in  establishing  a  Federal  Govern- 
ment, cannot  but  be  ielt  with  equal  force  now,  aa  ma- 
tivea  to  lay  aside  every  inferior  oonsideratioD,  and  to 
ooncnr  in  such  further  concesMons  and  proviaiona  as 
may  be  neceasary  to  secure  the  great  objects  lor  which 
that  Government  was  instituted,  and  to  render  ths 
United  Statas  as  happy  in  peace  as  they  have  been 
glorious  in  war." 

Such  having  been  the  sentiments  of  the  goaeft- 
tion  who  preceded  us,  shall  we  now  part,  about  a 
question,  whether  blackr  who  are  suiTes  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi  may  or  may  not  he  re- 
moved to  the  west  side  of  that  river  ?  Shall  our 
mutual  forbearance  and  brotherly  affection  cease? 
Shall  we  become,  as  brothers  irritated  sometimes  do 
become,  the  worst  of  foes  ?  Before  such  an  eveat 
is  produced,  before  our  friendship  fklls,  like  Luci- 
fer, to  rise  no  more,  let  us  remember  past  ereets, 
and  contanplate  our  future  prospects.  Shall  the 
Union  be  destroyed,  and  the  future  fame,  power, 
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and  hftppiness  of  the  Dation  lost  ?  May  heaven 
avert  a  calamity,  the  consequences  of  which  would 
be  to  blast  the  fairest  hopes  of  mankind. 

Bat  why  should  we  ask  of  heaven  to  avert  a 
calamity  which  we 'may  avert  ourselves?  Are 
there  none  here  who  would  wish  to  have  it  re- 
corded that  they  are  the  men  who  saved  the  Union ; 
that  to  them  is  due  the  future  glory  of  the  nation, 
and  the  benefits  which  she  snail  confer  on  the 
world  7  Now  is  the  moment  for  the  Decii  of  the 
North  to  swnalize  themselves ;  to  laugh  the  pre- 
sumption 01  town  meetings  to  scorn.  les^  even 
to  sacrifice  their  own  inclinations,  and  their  own 
opinions,  on  the  altar  of  their  country. 

If  I  am  asked  why  we  do  not  sacrifice  our  in- 
clinations and  opinions,  I  answer,  we  conceive  that 
the  proposed  measure  violates  the  Constitution.  It 
is  not  pretended  by  any  one  that  it  would  violate 
the  Constitution  to  omit  this  restriction.  We  con- 
ceive that  th^proposed  measure  threatens  our  safety, 
at  a  period  not  remote.  No  one  can  reasonably  al- 
lege that  to  omit  the  restriction  would  endanger 
the  safety  of  the  powerful  people  of  the  North. 

I  will  not  apologize  for  having  taken  up  some  of 
your  time.  I  have  raised  my  teehle  voice  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union^  and  all  its  happy  and 
glorious  results ;  for  the  rights  of  the  States ;  for 
uie  rights  of  the  people ;  for  justice,  humanity,  and 
domestic  tranquillity ;  to  preserve  our  citizens  from 
massacre,  our  wives  and  daughters  from  violation, 
and  our  children  from  being  impaled  by  the  most 
inhuman  of  savages,*  Whatever  may  be  the  re- 
sult, I  have  done  my  duty. 


Monday,  January  31. 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Chief  Eugmeer,  witn  sundry  documents  in 
relation  to  the  ezpadditures  on  the  Military  Acad- 
emy at  West  Pbint ;  the  number  and  names  of 
eaaets  educated  at  that  place ;  and  of  the  sums 
necessary  to  be  appropriated  for  said  Academy  for 
each  of  the  succeeding  three  years,  rendered  in 
obedience  to  the  resolution  of  this  House  of  the 
27th  ultimo;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Sbboeant,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ju^ 

diciary,  reported  a  bill  to  repeal  the  act,  entitled 

''An  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of  marshals, 

clerks  and  attorneys,  in  tne  cases  therein  men- 

'  doned ;''  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 

'         A  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SsneBANT,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  memorials  and  astronomi- 
I  eal  calculations  of  Willian^^  Lambert,  reported  a 
I  Umit  resolution  authorizing  the  President  of  the 
I  United  States  to  cause  astronomical  observations 
i  to  be  made,  to  ascertain  the  longitude  of  the  Cap- 
i         itol,  in  the  City  of  Washington,  from  some  known 


*  4  Edwards's  West  Indies,  p.  76.  «  Their  standi 
ard  was  the  body  of  a  white  infant,  which  they  had 
recently  impaled  on  a  stake.*'  P.  70.  «  All  the  white, 
and  even  the  molatto,  children,  whose  fathen  had  not 
jotaad  in  the  revolt,  were  murdered." 


meridian  in  Europe;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow, 

Mr.  Campbell  also  made  a  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  B.  Regnier,  accompanied  with  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  said  Regnier ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

The  hilt  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
provide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of  the 
tbreiffn  commerce  of  the  United  States,"  was  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

AMENDMENT  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  BALnwiN  submitted  the  following  resolution 
and  proposition  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States  : 

Resohedf  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  RepreaentO' 
tivee  of  the  United  State*  of  America  in  Congrete  aS' 
eembied,  two-third*  of  both  Houeee  concurring,  That 
the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  be  proposed  to  the  Legislatures  of  the 
several  States ;  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Legisla- 
tures of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  valid,  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  said  Consti- 
tution: 

That  Congress  shall  make  no  law  to  erect  or  incor- 
porate any  bank,  or  other  moneyed  institution,  except 
within  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  every  bank,  or 
other  moneyed  institation,  which  shall  be  established 
by  the  authority  of  Congress,  shall,  together  with  its 
branches  and  offices  of  discount  and  deposits,  be  con- 
fined to  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  resolution  was  read  twice,  and  cpmmitted 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

NAVY  HOSPITAL  FUND. 

Mr.  SiLSBEB  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  read,  and  agreed  to  by  the  House  : 

1.  Resolvedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  Houie  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  of  hospital  money,  under  the  act 
of  July  16tb,  1798,  and  March  2d,  1799,  up  to  the  86th 
February,  1811 ;  and,  from  that  period,  an  account  of 
the  annual  receipts  under  the  first  mentioned  act,  to 
the  SOth  September,  1819,  distingaishing  the  districts 
within  which  collected ;  abo,  an  account  of  the  annual 
expenditures  of  said  hospital  money,  the  district  within 
which  expended,  the  hospitals  erected,  the  places  where, 
the  regulations  under  which,  expenditures  are  made, 
the  present  state  of  the  marine  hospital  fund,  and  how 
invested. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  of  Navy  Hos- 
pitals be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  an  account 
of  the  annual  receipts  of  hospital  money,  under  the  act 
of  March  9d,  1799,  from  the  26th  February,  1811,  to 
September  SO,  1819,  together  with  an  account  of  the 
annual  expenditures  of  the  same ;  the  district  within 
which  expended,  the  hospitals  erected,  the  places  where, 
the  present  state  of  the  Navy  Hospital  fund,  and  how 
invested. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  and  Mr.  Sampson  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  first  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 
The  House  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  W£[>le,  (Mr.  Baldwin  in  the 
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efaair,)  on  this  biil— Mr.  Tatlqr'8  motaoO)  to  im- 
pdse  ou  tke  proposed  State  a  restrictiou  xespeeting 
slavery,  being  still  under  consideration.  | 

Mr.  BMYTH,  of  Virnnia,  resamed  the  argument 
which  he  commeaeed  on  Fjriday;  against  the  re- 
•Irietion,  and  spoke  until  near  o  o'eloek. 
speech  is  given  in  full,  in  preeedimg  pages. 


This 


ToESDAY,  February  1. 

Mr.  MgLans,  of  Delaware,  preseat^d  a  petition 
of  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  priiying  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  their  important  undertaking, 
and  for  such  aid  as  Congress  may,  in  their  wisdom, 
deem  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  revive  and  prose- 
cute their  work ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mitlee  on  Roads  and  Canals. 

Mr.  Kemt,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  rqjgrted  a  bill  authorizing  ^e  sale 
of  part  of  the  glebe  of  Rock  Creek  Church,  in  the 
county  of  Wiwhington,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia ^  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
(ram  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  report  upon  the  subiec;  of  prohibiting  the  impor- 
tation of  cotton,  wooUen^  and  iron  manufactures, 
with  his  remaiks  upon  toe  effect  which  such  pro- 
hibition wouki  produce,  and  the  means  of  supply- 
ing the  deficit  in  the  i^venue  which  would  be 
thereby  occasioned ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  taUe. 

Mr.  PtmnALL  suboxitted  the  following  proposi- 
tion of  amendment  to  the  standing  rules  and  orders 
of  the  House :  which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table  for  one  day : 

•<  SteoiigraphsrB  who  imiy  be  Uenirous  to  report  tha 
debates,  toallf  previous  to  theii  admission  to  tables 
within  the  Hoose,  swear  that  they  will  truly,  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  best  of  their  knowledge,  without  addi- 
tioii>  diminution,  or  alteration,  report  the  debates,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  tbey  shall  at  any  time  pubUah ; 
that  in  every  «uch  report  they  will,  as  far  as  is  practi- 
cable, adhere  as  well  to  the  language  as  to  the  purport 
or  substance  of  the  remarks  made  by  the  meml^ ; 
and  that  tUey  will  not  importune  any  member  for,  or 
receive  from  any  member,  oirectly  or  indirectly,  advice, 
for  any  written  note  or  memorandum,  with  intent  there- 
from to  make  any  such  report." 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  again  went  into  Committee  of 
^he  Whole,  on  this  bill — the  proposed  restriction 
still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  R£iD,  of  Georgia^  addressed  the  House. 
That  this  was  a  question  deeply  interesting  to  that 
quarter  of  the  Union  whence  he  had  the  honor  to 
come,  viras  the  only  apolo^  he  urged  for  offerii^ 
his  opinions  to  the  Committee. 

The  subject  (he  continued)  is  said  to  be  delicate 
and  embarrassing.  It  is  so^  and  particularly  in 
one  point  of  view.  The  sentiments,  to  which  the 
heat  and  ardor  of  debate  gave  expression,  will  not 
expire  here,  like  the  broken  echoes  of  your  Hall  f 
Thisy  wiU  penetrate  to  the  remotest  comers  of  tha 
aationy  ana  may  make  an  impressioa  upon  the 


l^dc  population  of  the  South,  as  &^  ia  iu  c{^ 
fects  to  tKe  slave,  as  nasohievous  to  our  citizenE. 
This  is  not  mere  idle  surmise.  In  &  profiesaiDBti 
capacity,  I  was  recently  concerned  for  severai  un- 
happy beings,  who  were  tcied  and  convicted  of  a 
violation  of  tiie  laws,  by  attempted  intwrrectiiia. 
They  had  held  conversations,  as  the  testiiiu)«y  de- 
vdoped^  with  certain  itiiierant  tr«dors.  who  ftot 
only  poisoned  their  minds,  but  incited  tnem  to  le- 
bellion-*4>y  proffered  assistance.  6uoh  inftnoMe 
have  the  opinions  of  even  the  most  defiraved  and 
ignorant  white  men  ujpn  this  unfortuoiHe  raee«f 
peopk.  But  the  sui>jeot  is  neither  dd&oaie  n«r 
embEirrassiiMf,^  as  it  is  considered  to  iin|»ly  leproaek, 
or  a  high  ojfence  against  the  moral  law — the  vkila- 
tion  of  the  liberty  of  our  fellowHooAii.  Such  itt- 
putations  "  pass  bv  us  as  the  idle  wind,  whk^  we 
respect  not"  Tney  are  "bnrbiees  wnow&shot 
from  bows  unsmmg!"  The  stavehoUiii^  States 
have  not  brought  this  calamity  v^on  theoodifts. 
They  have  not  volimtar ily  asi^imed  tlus  bonkn. 
It  was  fastened  upcm  them  by  the  mother  cou&Hy, 
notwithstanding  the  moat  earnest  entmuirs  aod 
expostulations.  And,  if  the  gealkmen  we^  wdl 
acquainted  with  the  true  state  of  slave^r  in  the 
Soujth,  (I  speak  particularly  of  Qeoi^gia,  ibr  my 
infbrmabon  extends  little  farther)  I  am  venr  sme 
their  understandings  would  acqiut  us  of  thetwgiEs 
which  their  imaginations  prefix. 

An  honorable  gentleman,  from  Yirffinia,  (Ur. 
Smyth)  remarked  yesterday,  inciilentnlty,  do^  the 
debates  of  the  last  session  upon  this  sui^^^ect  oc- 
casioned Georgia  to  interdict  emancipation  bf  an 
act  of  her  legislature.  The  honorable  gentleman 
has  been  misinformed.  The  act  of  1818,  to  which 
he  has  allusion,  was  designed  more  compleldy  to 
carry  into  ^ect  the  provisions  of  a  law  prcsenb- 
ing  the  manner  of  manumitting,  and  which  had 
been  enacted  several  years  befoce.  It  mav  he  prob- 
er to  remark,  that  the  discussion  of  the  oitt  to  ad- 
mit Missouri  had  its  commencemeat^  at  the  last 
Congress,  some  time  after  the  ad^umBirat  of  ^e 
Georgia  Legislature.  Certain  it  is,  that  tha  JtntuH 
book  of  that  State  contains  no  law  hf  which  it  is 
declared  that  slaves  cannot  be  made  free. 

Sir,  the  slaves  of  the  South  are  held  to  a  samiee 
which,  unlike  that  of  the  ancient  villein,  is  cer- 
tain and  moderate.  They  are  well  softfiM,  with 
food  and  raiment.  They  are  ^^  ooDtieBt,  and  case- 
less  of  to-morrow's  fare."  The  lights  of  oav  re- 
ligion shine  as  well  for  them  as  for  their  xnaaters; 
and  their  rights  of  personal  secucity,  ^fam^aSnd  hf 
the  Constitution  and  ^  laws,  are  vigilaEndy  wm- 
tected  by  the  courts.  It  is  tme,  tbajr  mre  wen 
made  subject  to  wanton  acts  of  tyiaimy ;  fam  tins 
is  not  their  peculiar  jjiisfortime!  For,  aeaadh  the 
catalogue  or  crimes,  and  you  will  £nd  that  mao— 
the  tyrant — is  continually  preying  ujpoa  hia  Mlow- 
men;  there  are  as  many  white  as  bMick  vietwisto 
the  vengeful  passions  and  the  Inst  of  poworl  Be- 
lieve me,  sir,  I  am  not  the  panegyrist  of  slaxeiT. 
It  is  an  unnatural  state:  a  dark  cloud  whioh  oo- 
scures  half  the  lustre  ol  our  free  institutional  Sm 
it  is  a  fixed  evil,  which  we  can  only  aUeviaie. 
Are  we  ^aUed  upon,  to  emancijpate  our  alav^a  t  1 
answer,  their  wdfarc    the  safety  of  oar 
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forbid  it.  Can  we  incorporate  them  with  us,  and 
make  them  and  us  one  people  1  The  prejudices 
of  the  North  and  of  the  South  rise  op  in  equal 
strength  against  such  a  measure ;  and  even  tho$e, 
who  clamor  most  loudW  for  the  sublime  doctrines 
of  your  Declaration  of  Independence,  who  shout 
in  your  ears,  "  all  men  are  by  nature  equal !"  would 
turn  with  abhorrence  and  disgust  from  a  party- 
colored  progeny !  Shall  we  then  be  blamed  for  a 
state  of  things  to  which  we  are  obliged  to  submit? 
Would  it  be  fair;  would  it  be  manly;  would  it  be 
generous;  would  it  be  just ;  to  offer  contiunely  and 
contempt  to  the  unfortunate  man  who  wears  a  can- 
cer in  his  bosom,  because  he  will  not  submit  to 
cautery  at  the  hazard  of  his  existence?  For  my 
own  part,  surrounded  by  slavery  from  my  cradle 
to  the  present  moment,  I  yet 

**  Hate  the  touch  of  gervile  hands ; 

**  I  loathe  the  slaves  who  cringe  around  :** 

and  I  would  hail  that  day  as  the  most  glorious  in 
its  dawning,  which  should  behold,  with  safety  to 
themselves  and  our  citizens,  the  black  population 
of  the  United  States  placed  upon  the  high  emi- 
nence of  equal  rights,  and  clothed  in  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  American  citizens !  But  this 
is  a  dream  of  philanthropy  which  can  never  be 
fulfilled ;  and  whoever  shall  act  in  this  country 
upon  such  wild  theories,  shall  cease  to  be  a  ben- 
etactor,  and  become  a  destroyer  of  the  humsgi 
family. 

It  is  said,  however,  to  be  high  time  to  check  the 

Srogress  of  this  evil ;  and  that  this  may  be  best 
one  by  inhibiting  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi, 
and  in  Missouri,  which  prays  to  be  admitted  as  a 
State  into  the  Union.  It  is  important  to  consider 
if  this  project  be  consistent  wim  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  The  States  formed  the 
Constitution  in  the  capacity  of  sovereign  and  in- 
dependent States,  i^nd  the  Constitution  is  the  in- 
strument by  which  they  conveyed  certain  power 
to  the  General  Government.  This  is  evident,  not 
only  from  the  nature  of  the  Government  formed, 
and  in  every  line  of  the  Constitution,  but  it  is  a 
doctrine  distinctly  asserted  in  the  ninUi  and  tenth 
articles  of  the  amendments.  "  The  enumeration 
in  the  Constitution  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by 
the  people;''  and  the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 
by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people."  Hence,  it  will 
ioUow,  tnat  the  several  States  retain  every  pow- 
er not  delegated  by  the  Constitution  to  the  Gea- 
eral  Government ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  in 
all  enumerated  cases,  the  several  States  are  left 
in  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  sovereign  and 
independent  jurisdictions.  The  author  of  the 
FiBdemUst  (which  work  is  admitted  to  contain  a 
correct  exposition  of  the  princiides  of  the  Con- 
stitution) has  said  "  that,  with  respect  to  the 
^  extent  of  its  powers^  the  Government  cannot 
^  be  deemed  national,  smce  its  jurisdiction  extends 
'  to  certain  enumerated  objects  only,  and  leaves  to 
<  t^ie  several  States  a  residuary  and  inviolable 
*  sovereignty  over  all  other  other  objects."  In  aid 
16th  Con.  1st  Se88.--33 


of  this  conclusion,  if  any  thing  were  necessary  to 
sustain  it.  it  may  be  cited,  as  a  maxim  of  sound 
national  law,  tnat  sovereign  States  can  only  be 
deprived  of  their  rights  by  voluntary  consent  or 
by  conquest.  It  would  seem,  then,  that  the  Con- 
stitution must  be  construed  strictly,  whenever  the 
rights  of  the  State  sovereignties  become  the  sub- 
ject of  dispute ;  and  strictly,  where  the  right  of 
personal  liberty,  personal  security,  or  private  po- 
pcrty  are  questioned.*  Because  the  citizen  of  the 
Umted  States  is  the  citizen  also  of  another  inde- 
pendent government,  whose  laws  he  is  bound  to 
obey,  unless  where  this  duty  has  been  transferred 
to  tne  General  Government,  by  the  express  words 
of  the  Constitution  itself.  If  it  were  otherwise, 
we  should  find  the  United  Sti^tes  continually  en- 
gaged in  a  struggle  with  the  States,  to  enforee  the 
obedience  of  the  citizen.  Such  contests,  it  is  easy 
to  perceive,  would  tarnish,  if  not  destroy,  the  gold- 
en chain  by  which  our  federative  Grovemment  b 
held  together.  They  would  lead  to  gradual  usur- 
pations of  power,  by  'which  your  Constitution 
would  be  made  a  dead  letter,  and  your  republican 
institutions  exist  only  in  name.  Proceeding  upon 
these  principles,  let  us  endeavor  to  ascertain  in 
what  part  oi  the  Constitution  that  pow^  is  dele- 
gated which  would  auth<»rize  you  to  adopt  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  member  from  New 
York.  The  grant  of  powers  to  the  Congress  is 
chiefly  contained  in  the  eighth  section  of  the  first 
article ;  and  you  will  certamly  not  find  thorein  any 
authority  to  inhibit  slavery  in  any  part  of  iaa 
Union,  in  any  Territory,  or  in  any  State  about  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union. 

The  9th  section  commences  with  this  clause : 
"  The  mimtion  or  importation  of  such  persons  as 
'  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think  proper 
'  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year 
^  1808;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
'  such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
'  each  person."  It  may  be  said,  very  plausibly, 
that  the  words  "  migration"  and  "  importation" 
are  here  used  synonymously;  but  let  us  give  to 
every  word  in  the  clause  an  appropriate  meaning, 
and  then  we  will  see  whether  the  word  "migra- 
tion" is  the  little  source  whence  mighty  effects  of 
evil  are  to  flow  upon  the  country.  Certainly,  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  desired  to  destroy  a 
traffic,  of  all  others  the  most  cruel  and  iniquitous ; 
a  trade  stain^  by  the  blood,  and  drenched  in  the 
tears  of  humanity  I  By  inhibiting  "  the  importa- 
tion after  1808  ol  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
then  existing  thought  proper  to  admit."  it  was  in- 
tended to  convey  a  power  to  prevent  tne  introduc- 
tion of  Africans  into  the  United  States.  By  in- 
hibiting the  "  migration,"  after  1808,  of  ««*  p«ar- 
sons — for  the  Constitution,  it  appears  to  me,  still 
refers  to  Africans,  and  I  express  this  opinion  with 
deference  and  humility — may  it  not  have  been  in- 
tended the  more  effectually  to  provide  against 
evasions  of  the  laws  interdicting  the  importation 
of  slaves  ?  The  object  was  to  prevent  the  accu- 
mulation of  this  species  of  property.    It  was  well 


*  Vide  Tucker's  Blackstone. 
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known  to  the  founders  of  our  CrOTeinment  that  so 
soon  as  the  importation  was  declared  to  be  iU<^> 
the  slave  merenant  would  resort  to  eyery  artifice 
which  ingenuity  and  avarice  could  devise  for  the 
purpose  (H  effecting  a  violation  of  the  laws.  Sup- 
pose  him  to  place  his  slaves  upon  a  foreigQ  terri- 
tory, adjacent  to  the  United  States.  They  xu-e 
peimitted  or  instructed  to  pass  the  boundarv,  and, 
when  within  our  limits,  an  associate  in  villany  is 
veady  to  receive  them.  In  the  posseaiion  of  this 
person  they  are  found,  and  he  b  put  upon  his  trial 
&r  importing  contrary  to  law.  He  defends  him- 
aelf  fa^  proving  an  ami— bv  showing,  as  far  as 
negative  proof  can  show,  tnat  he  had  in  no  wise 
be^  concerned  in  the  importation.  But  it  is  ob- 
jected that  the  fact  of  possession,  with  the  circum- 
stances of  language  and  complexion,  will  produce 
an  inference  of  his  guilt  not  to  be  mistaken.  What 
then  ?  Base  as  he  is,  will  he  not  entrench  and 
Ibrtify  himself  by  perjuries  and  subornations  of 
perjury  1  Will  he  not  make  out  a  case  by  which 
It  a^iall  appear  that  the  Victims  of  his  cupidity 
sought  a  protection,  which  he  could  not  withhold — 
that  they  migrated,  and  were  not  iatported?  What, 
then,  is  the  effect  of  the  United  States  statute 
which'  only  prohibits  importation?  The  strict 
oonstruetion  of  a  penal  law  will  not  permit  it  to 
leach  the  case.  The  result  must  be,  that  the  luck- 
less Africans  are  left  to  the  operation  of  the  State 
laws,  an^  in  all  probability,  sold  as  slaves,  thereby 
advancing  the  evil  which  tne  Legislature  was' en- 
deavoring to  destroy.  May  it  not  have  been  to 
ffuard  against  such  /rands,  snifts,  and  artifices,  that 
tne  word  "  migration''  was  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution ?  But  the  meaning  of  this  word  is  fixed 
and  liouted  by  the  express  words  of  the  clause  in 
which  it  ooccnrs.  "The  migration  of  all  such 
persons  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  think 
proper  to  admit."  To  what  description  of  persons 
does  the  Constitution  allude?  But  one  of  two 
answers  caa^  it  seems  to  me,  be  rationally  returned 
to  this  Question.  The  allusion  is  either  to  Afri- 
cans, who  were  the  proper  subjects  of  the  slave 
trade,  or  white  persons  coming  from  foreign  lands. 
if  this  be  so,  how  can  the  Constitutional  provision 
be  so  £ur  wrested  from  its  purpose  as  to  be  made 
to  apply  to  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  State 
to  another,  or  to  a  Territory — slaves,  who  are  re- 
eo^ised  as  the  objects  of  property  by  the  Consti- 
tution itself?  If  the  solemn  covenant  of  our  lib- 
erties can  be  thus  abused,  it  is  no  longer  to  be  es- 
teemed oracular,  or,  if  it  resemble  an  oracle,  it  is 
•nly  because  its  responses  are  involved  in  doubt 
and  obscurity. 

I  find  nothing  more  to  afibrd  even  a  colorable 
pretext  for  ^e  proposed  restriction,  until  we  come 
to  these  words :  "New  States  may  be  admitted 
into  the  Union."  The  single  word  "  may"  is  sup- 
posed to  be  the  depository  of  the  power  so  anx- 
iously sought ;  and,  it  is  said,  if  Congress  can  ad- 
mit a  new  State,  the  Constitution  being  silent  as 
to  the  condition  to  be  imposed,  the  State  about  to 
be  admitted  may  be  fastened  with  any  condition 
not  specially  interdicted  by  the  Constitution  itself. 
This  is  a  non  seqwiur.  It  is  a  conclusion  most 
lame  and  impotent ;  in  direct  hostility  with  tbe 


letter  as  well  as  the  norit  of  the  Constitution !  It 
is  not  enouffh  that  the  Constitution  is  silent,  to 
authorize  the  Ccuigress  to  ^peak  or  to  act;  for 
Congress  is  the  creature  of  the  Constitutioii,  and 
must  look  to  it  for  open,  declared,  and  positive  di- 
rection. What  the  Constitution  dictates  is  to  be 
done ;  what  it  prohibits  is  to  be  avoided  ;  bm  when 
it  is  silent,  Conaress  possesses  not  authority  to  di- 
rect citizens  or  States.  These  must,  then,  beeoa- 
trolled  by  their  own  independent  ^oTemmeati. 
Let  it  be  remembered  that  tne  Constitution,  being 
in  derogation  of  State  rights,  must  be  coDstroed 
strictly.  This  clause  of  the  3d  section  of  the  ar- 
ticle, then,  only  allows  to  us  the  power  to  rfceive 
or  to  reject,  without  qualification  or  coaditioa,  a 
State  making  application  to  be  adoutte^  into  the 
Union. 

But  there  is  a  condition,  without  wliich  a  State 
cannot  be  admitted  into  the  U,nion ;  and  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  4th  section  ot  the  3d  article: 
"  The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  the  Union  a  republican  form  of  ffoyemment^ 
Now^  "^aranty"  means,  if  I  at  ul  imderstaiid 
the  signification  of  words,  <'  to  undertake  that  cer- 
tain stipulations  shall  be  performed."  These  stip- 
ulations can  only  be  found  in  the  constitutioDs  of 
the  States,  where  they  must  constitute  *a  repub- 
lican form  of  government."  If  this  be  so,  then, 
at  the  moment  a  new  State  is  admitted,  die  same 
guaranty  which  applies  to  (he  original  States  ex- 
tends to  her  also.  She  must,  consequently,  have 
been  in  the  possession  of  "  a  republican  form  of 
government"  at  the  time  of  entering  the  Union, 
because  it  would  be  preposterous  to  imagine  that 
to  be  guarantied  of  which  she  was  not  posseted — 
that  to  be  secured  to  her,  which,  in  fact,  had  no 
existence.  It  results,  then,  that  without  "  a  re- 
publican form  of  government"  a  State  cannot 
come  into  the  Con^eracy ;  and  is  not  the  neces- 
sity to  possess  it  a  sine  qua  non,  or  condition,  with- 
out which  the  new  State  cannot  be  admitted? 
Sir,  this  condition,  being  expressed,  operates  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other.  ^^  Expres9%o  trnio^  ai  «r- 
du»io  aitmrn,^^  is  a  sound  maxim  botb  of  common 
law  and  common  sense. 

But,  it  is  objected,  slavery  is  incompatiUe  wifli 
that  "  republican  form  of  government^  which  the 
State  admitted  must  possess.  We  must  reccxre 
words  according  to  the  intention  of  thoite  who  utter 
them.  And  we  must  give  construction  to  ihe 
Constitution,  by  considering  all  the  parts  of  that 
instrument  together.  South  Carolina  and  Gem- 
gia  were  slav<diolding  States  at  the  time  the  Con- 
stitution was  framed  and  adopted,  and  yet,  in  its 
eye,  these  were  considered  to  possess  repablican 
forms  of  government.  Besides,  the  right  of  the 
citizen  to  possess  slaves  is  expressly  recoflrnised  ^ 
the  instrument  of  which  we  speak.  I  need  scarcdT 
advert  to  the  2d  section  of  the  1st  article,  w^bereiB 
the  representation  is  determined ;  to  the  pennisstoa 
to  import,  until  a  given  period,  in  the  9th  sectioii 
of  the  1st  article ;  and  to  the  2d  section  of  the  2d 
article,  where  the  relations  of  master  and  serraat 
are  distinctly  asserted.  It  is  evident,  then,  that  a 
state  of  domestic  ^avery  was  entirely  out  of  view, 
wh^  the  founders  of  the  Confederation  determined 
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to  "  guaranty  to  the  several  States  a  repuUican 
fbnn  of  government." 

The  Constitution  pf  the  United  States  is  plain 
ai|d  simple ;  it  requires  no  su|)eriority  of  intellect 
to  comprehend  its  dictates ;  it  is  addressed  to  every 
understanding ;  "  he  who  runs  may  read."  It  is, 
then,  a  proof  of  the  absence  of  all  authority  for  the 
proposed  measure,  when  its  advocates,  and  some, 
too,  of  great  names,  ^y  iVom  clause  to  section  and 
from  section  to  article,  without  fixing  "  rest  for  the 
sole  of  the  foot ;"  without  finding  or  agreeing  upon 
any  one  line,  phrase,  or  section,  whence  this  power 
for  which  all  contend  may  he  brought  into  exist- 
ence. And  it  is  perfectly  natural  uiat  this  efl^t 
should  be  produced.  A  search  for  the  philoso- 
pher's stone  might  as  soon  be  expected  to  end  in 
certainty. 

But  it  is  atgued  that  Congress  has  ever  imposed 
restrictions  upon  new  States,  and  no  objection  has 
been  urged  until  this  moment.  If  it  be  true,  that 
only  one  condition  can  constitutionally  be  imposed, 
i(  would  seem  that  any  other  is  null  and  void,  and 
Qiay  be  thrown  off  by  the  State  at  pleasure.  And 
then  this  argument,  the  strength  of  which  is  in 
fveoedent,  cannot  avail.  Uniformity  of  decision 
m  hundreds  of  years  cannot  make  that  ri^ht 
which  at  first  was  wrong.  If  it  were  otherwise, 
in  vain  would  science  and  the  arts  pursue  their 
march  toward^  perfection ;  in  vain  tbe  constant 
nrogress  of  truth;  in  vain  the  Qew  and  bright 
lights  which  are  daily  finding  their  way  to  the 
human  mind,  like  the  rays  of  the  distant  stars, 
which,  passing  onward  from  the  creation  of  time, 
are  said  to  be  continually  reaching  our  sphere. 
MaluB  U8u$  ahoiendm  eeL  When  error  appears,  let 
her  be  detected  and  exposed,  and  let  evil  precedents 
be  abolished. 

It  is  true  that  the  old  Confederation,  by  the  6th 
section  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  inhibited  slavery 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  and  that 
the  States  of  Illinois.  Ohio,  and  Indiana,  have 
been  introduced  into  tne  Union  under  this  restric- 
tion. 

Sir,  the  ordinance  of  1787  had  an  origin  per- 
fectly worthy  of  the  end  it  seems  destined  to  ac* 
eomplish.  It  had  no  authority  in  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  which  did  not  contemplate,  with 
(he  excq>tion  of  Canada,  the  acquisition  of  ttoi- 
tory.  It  was  in  contradiction  of  the  resolution  of 
X780,  by  which  the  States  were  aUured  to  cede 
their  nnloeated  lands  to  the  General  Qoverament, 
upon  the  condition  that  these  should  constitute 
several  States,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union  c^n 
an  equal  footing  with  the  oriffinal  States.  It  is  in 
frand  of  the  acts  of  cession  by  which  the  States 
oonveyed  tenrttory  in  faith  of  the  resolution  of 
17^.  And,  when  recognised  by  acts  of  Congjrets, 
and  applied  to  the  States  formed  from  the  territory 
b^ond  the  Ohio,  it  is  in  violation  of  the  Consti- 
mtioa  of  the  United  States.  So  much  for  the  effi- 
cacy of  the  precedent  which,  although  binding 
hens,  is  not,  it  would  seem^  of  obligation  upon 
Ohio,  Indiana,  or  Illinois^  or,  if  you  impose  it,  upon 
MiBsourL  It  is  not  the  lorce  of  your  legal  provis- 
ions which  attaches  the  restrictive  6th  article  of 
the  ordinance  to  the  States  I  have  mentioned.    It 


is  the  moral  sentiment  of  the  inhabitants.  Impose 
it  upon  Missouri,  and  she  will  indignantly  throw 
off  the  yoke  and  laugh  you  to  scorn!  You  will 
then  discover  that  vou  have  assumed  a  weapon 
that  you  cannot  wield — the  bow  of  Ulysses,  which 
all  your  efforts  cannot  bend.  The  open  and  vol- 
untary exposure  of  your  weakness  will  make  you 
not  only  the  object  of  derision  at  home,  but  a  by- 
word among  nations.  Can  there  be  a  power  m 
Congress  to  do  that  which  the  object  of  the  power 
may  rightfully  destroy  ?  Are  the  rights  of  Mis- 
souri and  of  the  Union  in  opposition  to  each  other? 
Can  it  be  possible  that  Congress  has  authority  to 
impose  a  restriction  which  Missouri^  by  an  altera- 
tion of  her  constitution,  may  abolish?  Sir,  the 
course  we  are  pursuing  reminds  me  of  the  urchin 
who,  with  great  care  and  anxiety,  constructs  his 
card  edifice,  which  the  slightest  touch  may  de- 
molish, the  gentlest  breath  dissolve. 

But  let  us  stand  together  upon  the  basis  of  pre- 
cedent, and  upon  that  ground  you  cannot  extend 
this  restriction  to  Missouri,  x  ou  have  imposed  it 
upon  the  territory  beyond  the  Ohio,  but  you  have 
never  applied  it  elsewhere.  Tennessee,  Vermont, 
Kentucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Alabama, 
have  come  into  the  Union  witnout  being  required 
to  submit  to  the  condition  inhibiting  slavery ;  nay, 
whenever  the  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  appUed 
to  any  of  these  States,  the  operation  of  the  6th  ar- 
ticle nas  been  suspended  or  destroyed.  According, 
then,  to  the  uniform  tenor  .of  the  precedent,  let  the 
States  to  be  formed  of  the  territory  without  the 
boundaries  of  the  territory  northwest  of  Ohio  re- 
main unrestricted,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  the 
fulness  of  their  rights. 

Thus,  it  appears  to  me,  the  power  you  seek  to 
assume  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Constitution,  or 
to  be  derived  from  precedents.  Shall  it,  then, 
without  any  known  process  of  aeneration,  spring 
spontaneously  from  your  councils,  like  the  armed 
Minerva  from  the  brain  of  Jupiter  ?  The  Goddess, 
sir,  although  of  wisdom,  was  also  the  inventressof 
war-^nd  the  power  of  your  creation,.altbou0h 
extensive  in  its  dimensions,  and  ingetiious  in  its 
organization,  may  produce  the  most  terrible  and 
deplorable  effects.  Assure  yourselves  you  have  not 
authority  to  bind  a  State  coming  into  the  Union 
with  a  single  hair !  If  you  have,  you  may  rivet 
a  chain  upon  every  limb,  a  fetter  upon  every  joint. 
Where,  then,  I  ask,  is  tne  independence  of  your 
State  governments  ?  Do  they  not  fall  prostrate, 
debased,  covered  with  sackcloth  and  crowned  with 
ashes,  before  the  gigantic  power  of  the  Union  ? 
They  will  no  longer,  sir,  resemble  plamets,  moving 
in  order  around  a  solar  centre,  receiving  and  im- 
parting lustre.  They  will  dwindle  to  mere  satel- 
lites, or,  thrown  from  their  orbits,  they  will  wan- 
der "  like  stars  condemned,  the  wrecks  of  worlds 
demolished !" 

The  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  called,  and  is 
called,  in  your  laws,  aii  irrevocable  compact  with 
the  good  people  beyond  the  Ohio.  Sir,  there  is  a 
compact  equally  irrevocable ;  as  I  think,  more  so, 
which  governs  the  destinies  of  the  extensive  re- 
gion beyond  the  Mississippi  I  mean  the  treaty  of 
1803,  by  which  Louisiana  wa^  ceded  to  the  Umted 
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States.  This  is  indeed  a  compact  formed  by  two 
independent  nations,  parties  able  to  contract.  The 
ordinance  of  1787  was  a  mere  legislative  provision, 
by  which  you  bound  your  vassal ;  who  could  not 
oppose  your  wishes,  who  was  in  your  power,  and 
suDJect  to  your  authority.  It  possesses  not  the 
force  and  effect  of  a  solemn  treaty. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  declares  that  "  the 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 
'  porated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and 
'  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the 

*  pinciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
'  joyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immu- 

*  nities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

How  are  the  inhabitants  to  be  ^  incorporated  in 
the  union  of  the  United  States  ?"  Certainly  by 
admitting  the  Territory  to  which  they  belong  as  a 
State  or  States  into  the  Union  '^  according  to  the 
principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution."  I  confess 
my^t  so  dull,  as  to  be  able  to  give  no  other  con- 
struction to  tne  words  of  the  treaty.  Ars:ument 
is  of  none  effect  when  it  attempts  to  make  that 
which  is  self-evident  still  more  apparent.  These 
inhabitants  are  to  be  placed,  too,  m  a  political  sit- 
uation, in  all  respects  equal  with  that  of  our  own 
citizens.  It  follows,  then,  that  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  having  the  power,  under  the  Constitu- 
tion, to  possess  property  in  slaves,  and  to  remove 
that  property  wnithersoever  they  will,  the  check 
or  limit  upon  this  power  being  imposed  only  by 
the  State  ^overei^ties,  the  inhabitants  of  Louisi- 
ana cannot  be  fairly  in  possession  of  "all  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States."  unless  they  possess  this  also. 
The  treaty  of  1803  is  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
and  must  be  obeyed.  Obedience  consists  in  ad- 
mitting Missouri,  which  is  a  part  of  the  then  Ter- 
ritory of  Louisiana,  as  a  State  into  the  Union, 
upon  the  sole  condition  that  she  shall  possess  a 
republican  form  of  ffovemment. 

There  are  some,  i  understand,  who  think  Con- 
fess has  the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  upon 
tneterritory  or  the  United  States,  although  it  cannot 
be  forced  upon  a  State,  at  the  moment  of  admis- 
sion, and  they  find  their  text  in  the  following  words 
of  the  Constitution :  "  Congress  shall  have  power 

*  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  reg- 

*  ulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  prop- 
<  erty  belonging  to  the  United  States."  Without 
stopping  to  inquire  how  far  a  provision  excluding 
slavery  comes  within  the  meaning  of  "  needfm 
rules  and  regulations ;"  how  far,  under  authority 
to  make  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  tem- 
tory  of  the  United  States,  Congress  can  make  laws 
affecting  the  rights  of  property ;  how  far  the  citi- 
zen of  the  South,  who'nas  an  equal  claim  with  his 
brother  of  the  North,  to  the  lands  on  the  West  of 
the  Mississippi,  can  be  deprived  of  the  Constitu- 
tional privilege  of  enjoying  his  property  in  that 
country ;  it  is  enough  for  me  that  the  treaty  of 


article  I  have  just  quoted,  after  providing  for  the 
incorporation  of  the  ceded  territory  into  the  Union, 
runs  thus :  "  And,  in  the  mean  time,  they  (the  in- 


<  habitants)  shall  be  maintaiTied  and  protected  in 

*  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  libertv,  property,  and 
^  the  religion  they  profess."  Now,  slaves  were  prop- 
erty at  the  thne  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  and 
therefore  within  its  meaning.  Qiving  to  the  wordi 
*'  in  the  mean  time,"  die  construction  thejr  would 
seem  to  demand,  it  nrast  follow  that,  until  the  in- 
habitants are  *^  incorporated  in  the  Union  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Gonstitation^" 
their  ri^ht  to  possess  this  species  of  property  is 
guarantied  by  the  treaty.  It  cannot  be  said  to  the 
slaveholder  who  becomes  an  inhabitaBt  of  Louisi- 
ana, "  you  shall  leave  your  slaves  behind  yoe."  His 
only  and  conclusive  reply  is  in  the  wordis  which  I 
have  read.  He  bids  you  preserve  that  good  £ylh 
which  the  law,  the  dignity  of  which  is  seeded  byte 
Constitution,  inculcates.  He  insists  that^  upon  te 
instant  he  becomes  an  inhabitant  of  Lomsiana,  his 
right  to  his  slaves  is  both  recognised  and  sanc- 
tioned. He  surely  does  not  insist  in  vain,  for  all 
civilized  Governments  respect,  or  i^eet  to  respect, 
the  solemnity  of  the  treaties.  Can  yon  refuse  obe- 
dience to  this,  after  the  high  language  which  jou 
have  used  towards  the  Spanish  Court  ?  If  yon 
do,  even  the  gravity  of  the  ador^  Ferdinand  will 
relax  into  a  smile,  I  dare  not  say  of  contempt,  bat 
certainly  of  distrast. 

I  beg  leave  to  offer  a  few  words  upon  the  expe- 
dience of  this  amendment,  and  I  declare  mysdt  at 
a  loss  to  divine  the  motive  which  so  ardently 
presses  its  enactment.  It  is  said  that  humanity,  a 
tender  concern  for  the  welfare,  boih  of  the  davc 
and  his  master,  is  the  moving  principle.  And 
here  I  cannot  re^in  from  repeating  the  words  of 
a  periodical  writer,  as  remarkable  for  his  good 
kste  as  the  justness  of  his  sentiments:  "  The  usual 
mode,"  says  he,  "of  making  a  bad  measure  paiata- 
'  ble  to  a  virtuous  and  wellnlisposed  commonily.  is 
'  that  of  holding  it  up  as  conducing  to  some  sain- 

*  tary  end,  by  "woiich  the  whole  people  are  evcn- 
'  tually  to  be  greatly  benefited.    It  is  thus  that 

<  every  mischievous  public  measure  is  Weltered 
'  behind  some  pretext  of  public  good."  But  it  is 
a  question  which  deserves  consideration,  wbedier, 
if  slavery  be  confined  to  its  presoit  limits,  the  sit- 
uation of  the  master  or  the  slave,  or  both,  wiM  he 
made  better?  Will  not  the  increased  number  of 
slaves,  within  a  given  space,  diminish  the  means 
of  subsistence?  Will  not  the  number  of  masters 
diminishas  the  number  of  slaves  increases?  And 
what  are  the  consequences  ?  Extreme  wretched- 
ness, penury,  and  want,  to  ^he  slave ;  care,  anxiety, 
imbecility^  and  servile  war  to  the  master !  Thai, 
indeed,  will  be  produced  what  .the  advocato^ 
this  amendment  so  much  deprecate — tyranny,  in 
all  its  wantonness,  on  one  hand,  despair  and  r^ 
venge  on  the  other.  At  this  moment  the  situation 
of  the  Southern  slave  is,  in  many  respects,  enviable. 
Adopt  your  restriction,  and  Tiis  fate  will  not  be 
better  than  that  of  the  mastiff,  which  howb  all 
day  long  from  the  kennel,  where  his  chains  coa- 
fine  him.  But,  let  the  dappled  tide  of  populatioa 
roll  onwards  to  the  West-;  raise  no  mound  to  in- 
terrupt its  course,  and  the  evil,  of  which  we  on  all 
sides  so  bitterly  complain,  will  have  lost  half  its 
power  to  harm  by  dispersion.    Slaves,   diriM 
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among  many  masters,  will  enioy  greater  privileges 
and  comforts  than  those  who,  cooped  within  a 
narrow  sphere,  and  under  few  owners^  will  be 
doomed  to  drag  a  long,  heavj,  and  clanking  chain 
through  the  space  of  their  existence.  Danger  from 
insurrection  will  diminish.  Confidence  will  grow 
between  the  master  and  his  serrant  The  one 
will  no  longer  be  considered  as  a  mere  beast  of 
burden ;  the  other  as  a  remorseless  despot,  void  of 
leeHng  and  commiseration.  In  proportion  as  few 
slaves  are  possessed  by  the  same  individuaL  will 
he  look  with  less  reluctance  to  the  prospect  of  their 
ultimate  liberation.  Emancipations  will  become 
common,  and  who  knows  but  that  the  Great  Being, 
to  whose  mercies  all  meta  have  an  equal  claim, 
may,  in  the  fulness  of  his  time,  work  a  miracle  in 
behalf  of  the  trampled  rights  of  human  nature? 
Sir,  humanity,  unless  I  am  egregiously  deceived, 
disclaims  those  doctrines,  the  practical  result  of 
which  is  ta  make  the  black  pian  more  wretched, 
and  the  white  man  less  safe.  She  turns  with 
shivering  abhorrence  from  the  fetters  which,  while 
you  affect  to  loosen,  you  clasp  more  firmly  around 
the  miserable  African. 

But,  let  gentlemen  beware !  Assume  the  Mis- 
sissippi as  tne  boundary.  Say.  that  to  the  smiling 
Canaan  beyond  its  waters,  no  slave  shall  approach, 
and  YOU  jy^ive  a  new  character  to  its  inhabitants, 
totally  distinct  from  that  which  shall  belong  to 
the  iMBople  thronging  on  the  east  of  your  limits. 
You  implant  diversity  of  pursuits,  hostility  of  fed- 
ing^  envy,  hatred,  and  bitter  reproaches,  which 

"  Shall  grow  to  dabs  and  naked  sWords, 
**  To  marder  and  to  death.*' 

.  If  you  remain  inexorable ;  if  you  persist  in  re- 
fusing the  humble,  the  decent,  the  reasonable 
prayer  of  Missouri,  is  there  no  danger  that  her  re- 
sistance will  rise  in  proportion  to  your  oppression  ? 
Sir,  the  firebrand,  which  is  even  now  cast  into 


your  society,  will    require  blood- 


ay,  and   the 
Your  Union 


blood  of  freemen — ^for  its  quenching.    

shall  tremble^  as  under  the  force  ofan  earthquake ! 
While  you  mcautiouslv  puU  down  a  Constitu- 
tional barrier,  you  make  way  for  the  dark^  and 
tumultuous,  and  overwhelming  waters  of  desola- 
tion !  If  you  "  sow  the  winds,  must  you  not  reap 
the  whirlwind  ?" 

Mr.  Clagbtt,  of  New  Hampshire,  rose  and  ad- 
dressed the  Chair  as  follows:  Mr.  Chairman,  when 
I  reflect  that  the  subject  imder  consideration  in- 
rolves  a  Constitutional  Question  of  the  first  mag- 
nitude, in  which  the  whole  Union  is  deeply  in- 
terested, I  confess  I  feel  fuUv  sensible  of  my  own 
inability  to  perform  that  auty  which  I  owe  to 
those  I  represent,  and  to  my  country.  Nor  am  I 
insensible  to  the  solicitude  felt  by  this  honorable 
body^  while  this  discussion  proceeds.  But  as  equal 
sc^citude,  and,  probably,  greater,^  agitated  the  Con- 
rention  who  fonned  our  Constitution,  when  the 
same  subject  was  before  them ;  andL  as  their  de- 
liberations closed,  so,  I  hope  ours  will,  in  a  spirit 
of  amity.  Theirs  was  the  grei^ter  task ;  they  had 
a  compromise  to  make:  we  find  it  already  made; 
they  had  a  Constitution  to  form:  we  find  one  al- 
reaay  formed.    With  these  impcessions,  and  a  full 


sense  of  my  own  responsibility  for  the  course  I 
pursue,  and  for  the  motives  by  which  I  am  gov- 
erned, I  ask  your  attention  to  the  brief  view  of 
the  subject  which  my  best  reflections  enable  me  to 
present.  And,  sir,  it  will  be  my  endeavor  to  avoid 
every  thing  contrary  to  that  spirit  of  harmony  so 
desirable;  and  I  regret  that  any  remarks  should 
have  been  made  which  may  require  animadver- 
sion or  retort. 

The  bill  under  consideration  provides  that  the 
inhabitants  of  that  portion  of  the  Missouri  Terri- 
tory, within  certain  boundaries,  be  authorized  to 
form  for  themselves  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, dbc.,  and  when  formed,  said  State  SusJl 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States  in  all  respects  whatsoever, 
povided,  £c,;  and  the  amendment  immediately 
Defore  us  provides  "that  there  shall  be  neither 
'  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said 
^  State,  otherwise  than  in  the^  punishment  of 
^  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 

*  convicted,"  &c. 

Sir,  in  order  to  decide  correctly  on  the  amend- 
ment, we  must  necessarily  consider  the  merits  of 
the  bill,  and  this  will  lead  to  the  inquiry,  what  are 
the  claims  of  the  people  of  Missouri  ?  They  arise 
firom  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  of  30th  AjMril,  1803, 
wiiereby  the  French  RepuUic  ceded  the  then 
colony  or  province  of  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  in  rail  domain  and  sovereignty;  the  third 
article  of  which  stipulates  *'  that  the  inhabitants 
'  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in 
'  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as 
'  soon  as  possible,  according  to  ihfi  principles  of  the 
'  Fed^al  Constitution,  to  me  enjoyment  of  all  the 
'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  <^ 
'  the  United  States ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  they 
^  shall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  en- 

*  joyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli- 
'  gion  which  they  profess." 

Sir,  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and 
while  I  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Eighth 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  (some  honorable 
members  of  which  body  I  have  the  pleasure  to  re- 
cognise in  this  Hall,)  a  resolution,  offered  I  believe 
by  an  honorable  gentleman  from  Virginia,  now  in 
his  seat,  was  before  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  was  nearly  to  this  effect :  "  Resolved,  That 
'  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  carrying  into 

<  effect  the  treaty  and  conventions  concluded  at 

*  Paris,  30th  of  April,  1803,  between  the  United 
«  States  of  America  and  the  French  RepuWic." 
That  resolution  was  fully  discussed,  and  was 
adopted,  by  ayes  and  nees,  a  great  majority  being 
in  tne  affirmative.  Sir,  that  resolution  had  my 
best  consideration,  and  I  felt  myself  bound  to  ^ve 
my  vote  in  the  afllrmative.  The  same,  motives 
wnich  then  operated  unon  my  mind  still  govern 
me,  and  I  £&d  myself  oound  to  give  this  treaty 
f^  effect;  and  this,  I  think,  we  may  do  in  good 
faith,  the  restriction  of  slavery  notwithstanding. 
The  treaty  stipulates  that  "  the  inhabitants  of  the 
^  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorporated  into  theunion 
'  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as 
'  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 

<  eral  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the 
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^  ri^ts,  adrantages,  and  hnmunitses  of  citizens  of 
'  the  United  States,^'  dkc.  Beyond  this  the  tteaty 
does  not,  and  could  not,  guaranty.  What,  then, 
are  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  and  what 
the  ri^^  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  ? 
Sir,  t£e  pinciples  are  mdre  pure,  and  the  rights 
greater,  than  are  enjoyed  by  Any  other  pedpie  on 
earth.  Sueh  principles  and  such  rights  as  b^^ 
to  unfold  in  the  Congress  of  1774.  View  their 
proceedings  from  that  time  to  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  and  you^  will  perceive  an  ardent 
struggle  for  freedom  and  the  rights  of  man.^— 
AmoD^  the  men  who  supported  these  principles 
were  those  who  declared  your  independence ;  who 
proclaimed  te  the  world  these  truths:  "That  all 
^  men  are  created  equal :  that  they  are  endowed 
^  by  their  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights ; 
^  among  which  are  life,  libetty,  and  the  pursuit  of 

*  happiness;  and  who,  in  support  of  those  |»inci- 
'  pies,  and  invoking  the  aid  and  protection  of 

*  Divine  Providence,  pledged  to  each  other  thekr 
'  lives,  their  fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor." 

Sir,  is  not  this  pledge  binding  upon  us?  Surely 
it  is.  Some  of  these  were  the  men  who  effected 
your  Confederation,  established  that  invaluable  or- 
dina^ftoe  of  1787,  containing  the  fundamental  pf in- 
cii^  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  as  the  basts  of 
all  governments  in  that  Territory,  and  the  rule  of 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  and  by 
which  slavery  was  ezduded  from  said  Territory 
forever.  Many  of  the  same  men  were  amonjg 
those  who  formed  your  Constitution,  which  is 
founded  upon  the  same  principles. 

But  it  has  been  said,  that,  ttom  these  "princi- 
pks"  will  flow  dangerous  consequences,  and  that 
the  Declaration  of  Initependence,  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  were 
usurpations  of  power^  and  have  no  relation  to  the 
subject  before  u^.  Sir,  is  it  possible?  I  hope  my 
ears  deceived  me;  but  I  thoueht  an  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  ap- 
plied the  appellation  "officious  friends,"  "self- 
created  societies,"  a  milture  of  black,  white,  and 
gray,  to  those  statesmen  and  patriots  who  con^ 
tended  for  these  "  princij^s."  Sir,  who  are  diey  ? 
Permit  me  to  mention  some  of  thdr  names.^- 
Among  them  were  John  Hancock,  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin, 'Patrick 
Henry,  James  Monroe,  James  Madison,  Peyttm 
Randolph,  Slbridge  Geity,  Samuel  Adams,  Oliver 
Wokott,  John  Langdon,  WilHam  Henry  Lee, 
Henry  Laurens,  Josiah  Bartlett,  Roger  Sherman, 
ttnd,  when  not  leading  your  armies  to  victory, 
Geo!]ge  Washington.  Some  of  these  sutesraen 
vet  live ;  others  are  no  more,  but  their  names  will 
be  had  in  perpetual  memory.  [Here  Mr.  H.  rose, 
and  said  "the  gentleman's  ears  deceived  him." 
Mr.  C.  replied,  h^  should  b^  happy  to  excuse  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  and 
wished  him  to  designate  to  whom  his  epithets  ap- 
pjiied.  Mr.  H.  not  complying,  Mr.  C.  proceeded.] 
»fr,  my  org«te  of  hearing  are  pi«tty  g^ood ;  the 
sound  still  vibrates.  But  it  was  abo  said  by  the 
sime  honorable  gentleman — "a  man  is  sick;  and 
these  olficiouB  friends  will  endanger  hit  life." 

Sir,  our  beloved  country  was  sick,  and  these 


"officious  friends,"  by  the  applicaiioii  of  dictta 
"  principles,"  saved  her  from  dissolutiaB.  The 
siAifc  ot  liberty,  was  preserved  till  it  burst  inta  a 
flame,  never,  I  hope,  to  be  extingoishedL  Bii^ 
says  the  same  honoraole  gentleman,  "  the  friends 
of  this  amendment  axe  advancing  prisdnies,  the 
efiect  of  which  will  cause  our  throats  to  be  cvtf* 
but  keep  cool,  say  the  gentlemen.  Mr.  C^taarmaB, 
what  are  the  "  princi^es"  alluded  to  1  Are  th«r 
found  in  the  Declaration  of  iBdependeoc^  (al- 
ready cited,)  in  the  ordinance  of  1/87^  or  in  the 
Constitution  ?  Pennit  vb&-  to  read  a  few  liiies  €f 
this  ordinuice:  "And  for  extending  the  fimda- 
^  mental  [winciples  of  civil  and  regions  liberty^ 
'  which  form  Uie  basis  whereon  these  RepidAics, 
'  dieir  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erected;  to  &c 
'  and  establish  those  principlies as  the  besisof  atf 
^  laws,  constitutions,  and  govemment^  which  for> 
'  ever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  said  Territocy  \ 
^  to  provide  also  for  the  establidmient  of  States 
^  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for  th^ 

<  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal  Councils,  oH 
'  an  equal  footing  with  the  origmal  SiUUes^  at  as 
'  early  periods  as  may  be  consistoit  with  the  ^en- 

<  eral  interest;  it  is  ordained,  dee.,  article  sirthy 
'  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involiiotarf 
^  servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  oth^rwiBe  than  in 

<  the  punishment  of  crimes^  whereof  the  pasty 
'  shall  have  been  duly  convicted ;  provided  alwvfs, 
^  that  any  person  eseapia«  into  the  same^  from 

<  whom  labor  or  service  is  ^wfolly  clainoed  m  any 
^  one  of  the  ori^al  States,  such  ftigitive  may  be 
^  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  penoa 
'  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid.'^ 
Are  these  the  "principles"  at  which  fentlemm 
take  alarm,  and  from  which  such  dreatmd  conse- 
quences will  ehsu^  ?  I  hope  not.  This  ordinance 
deserves  hi^h  consideration ;  it  contains  jpure  re* 
publican  principles,  which  do  honor  to  those  by 
whom  they  were  established.  But  we  have  been 
told  this  ordinance  is  inapplicable  to  the  subject 
before  us ;  but  I  think  otherwise.  Sir,  it  was 
established  for  the  government  of  that  extensive 
Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  within 
which  the  three  States  of  Ohio^  Itidiana,  and  Iffi- 
nois,  have  been  formed,  and  smce  admittpd  into 
the  Union ;  and  from  which  States  skivery  hts 
been  wholly  excluded.  Sur,  those  who  formed  it, 
sensible  of  its  importance,  took  cave  in  the  first 
session  of  the  first  Congress,  after  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution,  to  recognise  and  re-estabosh  this 
ordmance  hw  law:  and  can  we  believe,  that^  had 
the  people  of  Missouri  tircn  been  within  the  tern- 
tory  of  the  United  States,  they  woold  not  have 
been  placed  imder  the  government  of  the  anme 
ordinance?  No,  sir, we  cannot  believe  it;  nnd, 
indeed,  this  ordinance  has  sinpe  been  applied  to 
them,  by  the  law  of  26th  Man^  1801,  and  the 
executive,  legislative,  and  judicial  power  of  liM- 
ana  extended  to,  anu  exercised  over  them.  Bnt 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  adtnits  that  tius 
ordinance  is  not  wholly  i&appUcable ;  but  aMikft 
it  to  territories  onlv,  and  not  to  States:  bat,  flar,k 
cleariv  applies  to  both;  and  wns  established  nan 
schodi^  in  which,  previous  to  thdlr  admisaon  iott) 
the  Federal  Couneils,  they  were  to  be  taught  f«- 
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publican  principles;  those  ** principles"  for  which 
we  now  contend)  aild  to  which  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  strictly  conformjed.  Do  those  States  com- 
plain ?  Are  they  too  free  ?  No,  sir,  they  rejoice 
in  their  freedom,  as,  I  sincerely  hope,  will  yet  be 
the  case  of  the  people  of  Missouri. 

But,  said  the  same  honorable  ffentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  "the  friends  of  uiis  amendment 
^  have  served  up,  for  our  entertainment,  six  dishes ; 
'  neither  of  which  is  palatable ;  have  attempted  to 

*  pass  six  pieces  of  coin,  five  of  which  are  counter- 
*reit;  and  have  offered  six  reasons,  neither  of 

*  which  is  conclusive." 

Sir,  as  I  have  been  accustomed  to  domestic  pro- 
ductions, in  a  simple  style,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
pursue  the  figure  used  by  the  gentleman,  I  am  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  what  has  been  "  served  up," 
and  am  sorry  it  does  not  suit  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's taste. 

As  to  coin,  sir,  I  have  but  one  piece ;  it  is.  an 
eagle  from  the  Mint  of  the  United  States :  a  gift 
from  my  friends ;  it  has  borne  the  lest  of  the  cru- 
cible, and  has  been  pronounced,  by  the  best  assay- 
ers,  pure  ^old.  Sir.  I  hold  it  in  my  hand,  (the 
Constitution)  and,  if  even  the  honorable  geatleman 
should  have  scruples,  I  have  no  doubt  if  will  pass 
current  here.  As  to  reasons  in  support  of  my  po- 
sitions, I  have  sought  for  them  in  this  same  Consti- 
tution, and  think  J  have  found  them;  but  as  to 
numbers,  whether  six,  more,  or  less,  I  am  not  te- 
nacious, provided  they  are  sufficient  for  my  purpose. 

Sir,  tnis  Constitution  is  a  sacred  compact,  the 
result  of  an  amicable  compromise  between  theori- 
ginal  States  in  this  Union,  then,  individually  sov- 
ereign and  independent  of  each  other ;  but,  when 
this  Constitution  was  formed,  no  State  remained 
completely  or  perfectly  sovereign  ;  but  each,  ^'  in 
order  to  promote  the  general  welfare,"  divested 
herself  of  a  portion  of  sovereignty,  and  in  the  exact 
ratio  that  power  wa.s  grantea  to  tne  General  Gov- 
ernment. And  this  is  apparent  from  the  nature  of 
things  ;  from  the  address  of  the  Convention  to  the 
Congress,  and  from  the  very  preamble  to  the  Con- 
stitution, which  I  will  read :  for  there  is  not  a  word 
in  it  without  its  appropriate  meaning — it  follows : 
"We,  the  people  of^  the  United  States,  in  order  to 

*  form  a  more  perfect  union,  establish  justice^  in- 
'  sure  domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  conwnon 

*  defence,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure 
'  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
'  terity,  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution 

*  for  the  United  States  of  America."  Here,  sir, 
the  great  objects  of  this  Constitution  unfold ;  and, 
in  construing  it,  these  objects  should  be  kept 
stead^y  in  view. 

I  have  saidj  no  State  in  the  Union  is  perfectly 
sovereign  ;  yet  I  would  not  be  understood  to  dero- 
gate from  that  State  sovereignty  retained.  "The 
powers  not  delegated  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 
spectively, or  to  the  people ;"  and  upon  the  present 
subject,  though  I  shall  not  consider  the  words 
«  general  welfare"  vague,  as  some  seem  to  suppose 
them.  I  shall  not  rest  my  argument  upon  them,  but 
readily  admit  that  we  must  seek  for  express  dele- 
gated power,  and,  if  we  find  it,  then  exercise  such 
powers  as  the  "  general  welfare"  may  require. 


Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said  that)  amcmg  the 
statesmen  who  formed  this  Constitution,  were  many 
of  those  who  subscribed  to  the  Declaration  of  Inde* 
pendence,  the  Act  of  Confederation,  and  established 
the  Ordinance  of  1787 ;  and.  in  all  their  proceed*' 
ings  it  evidently  appears  that  they  considered 
slavery  as  a  great  evil,  and  inconsistent  with  tht»e 
pure  principles  of  liberty  for  which  they  contended ; 
and  in  no  act  is  this  more  apparent  than  in  that 
ordinance  by  which  slavery  is  expressly  exckided 
from  all  the  Territory  and  States  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  forever.  But  the  same  subject  wa» 
among  the  most  perplexing  and  pa  infill  in  th» 
Convention  who  formed  the  Constitution,  as  ap* 
pears  by  their  joumab.  Slavery  had  been  inlro^ 
duced,  indeed,  under  a  Government  whose  prin*- 
ciples  were  not  congenial  with  ours.  It  was  aa 
existing  evil  in  our  land,  and  could  not  bd  imme- 
diately eradicated,  but  it  could  be  restricted,  asui 
further  extension  of  the  evil  prohibited.  Afler 
much  agitation,  this  course  was  aimicably  agreed 
upon,  as  clearly  appears  from  the  Coastitution : 
leaving  it,  however,  with  such  original  States 
where  the  evil  existed,  to  regulate  their  own  inters 
nal  concerns^  and  giving  to  dmgnsa  full  pow«r 
over  this  subject  in  all  otker  respeets,  but  suafMend- 
ing  the  operation  of  that  power  imtil  the  year  18061. 

Sir,  let  me  ask  youc  attention  to  the  w^  sectim 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  Conscitiltton ;  and,  if  W9 
keep  in  view  the  principle  coat^bded  for,  th«  object 
to  be  attained,  it  would  seem  that  we  must  come 
to  a  correct  conclusion.  "  The  migration  or  im* 
'  portation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
^  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  ahaU 
'  not  be  prohibited  bv  Coni^ress  prior  to  the  year 
'  1808 ;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  innosed  on  soeh 
'  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dolhirs  for  eae& 
'  person." 

Sir,  plain  as  this  section  really  is,  different  cob-* 
structions  have  been  atten^pted.    The  honortJ>le 

gentleman  from  Massachv^tts,  last  mentioned, 
as  facetiously  called  upon  tbe  friends  of  thk 
amendment  to  agree.  Sir,  I  have  percdved  no 
material  disagre^nent  on  this  aide  of  the  fneation, 
but  have  noticed  a  little  on  the  othe^  attd  must  be 
permitted  to  retort  the  renftilc.  Tike  honotaUe 
geatleman  contends  that  the  term  '^laignitiaii" 
applies  only  to  free  persons^  (emigrants ;)  but  ike 
honc^ble  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  SmrrH,) 
who  followed  on  the  same  side,  oontends  that  it 
applies  only  to  slav^ ;  and  here  the  two  honotmbfo 
gentlemen  seem  to  beat  issu^.  But  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  frankly  coafesses 
that  his  "first  impressions  led. him  to  the  opinion 
that  the  term  mimtioU)  as  here  used,  applied  only 
to  slaves."  Sir,  I  am  convinced  the  "  first  impres* 
sions"  of  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ma8sa<^»- 
setts  were  correct ;  and  that  "  first  impressions'' 
should  not  be  too  soon  surrendered.  But,  sir,  the 
words  "migration"  and  "importation,"  thoncb 
different  in  signification^  both  tt^pf^  here  to  ute 
same  persons — to  "  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
States  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit*'* 
Migration,  in  common  parlance,  is  the  act  of  re* 
moving  from  place  to  place;  aad,  as  teed  h^^ 
can  omy  mean  from  State  to  Stfeite  $  because  die 
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compact  was  between  States,  and  was  intended  to 
protect  noR-slayeholding  States,  against  the  intru- 
sion of  slaves,  and  to  restrict  them  within  the 
States  where  the  evil  was  tolerated.  "  Importation" 
Hieans  bringing  from  abroad,  and  can  have  no  other 
meaning,  and  was  intended  to  prevent  the  farther 
introduction  of  slaves  from  abroad. 

The  words  "  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,"  show 
diat  all  the  States  did  not  think  proper  to  admit ; 
and  the  fact  is  well  known  that  six  only  of  the 
thirteen  original  States  did  then  admit  slaves; 
seven  (which  were  a  majority)  were  opposed  to 
their  aamisftion  ;  but  all  entered  into  this  compact, 
as  the  best  and  only  remedy  in  their  power ;  sus- 
pending the  operation  of  the  power  of  Congress 
upon  the  original  States  untU  1808,  when  it  was 
believed,  restrictions  even  upon  the  original  States 
night  safely  commence,  but,  without  any  limita^ 
Cion  or  suspension  of  power  over  the  subject,  as  to 
new  States.  But,  it  has  been  said,  that  "  migra- 
tion" applies  only  to  white  emigrants.  Sir,  if 
there  can  be  a  doubt  that  slaves  are  the  persons 
intended,  the  5th  article  of  the  Constitution  will 
remove  it ;  for  that  article  is  wholly  in  favor  of 
sfairebolding  States,  and  provides,  that  "  no  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  prior  to  1808,  shall  affect 
the  1st  and  4th  clauses  in  the  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  which  wholly  apply  to  slaves.  The  6th 
article  of  the  ordinance  ot  1787,  excluding  slavery 
from  new  States,  but  permitting  reclamation  of 
fugitives  from  original  States  only,  must,  from  its 
aiudo^  to  the  9th  section  and  1st  article  of  the 
Constitution,  have  been  in  view  of  the  Convention 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  and  has  a 
strong  bearing^  on  this  subject.  Can  it  then  be 
doubted  that  Congress  have  a  superintending  and 
complete  power  over  this  subject,  except  only  as 
to  the  internal  regulatbns  in  tne  original  States  ? 
And  did  not  Congress  commence  this  work  by  a 
law  of  1807,  which  took  effect  on  the  1st  day  of 
the  year  1808  ?  Sir,  they  did  ;  and  I  think  we  are 
bound  to  pursue  it. 

By  the  third  section  and  fourth  article  of  the 
Constitution,  "  Congress  have  power  to  dispose  of 
<  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  as  to 

*  the  territories  and  other  property  of  the  United 

*  States."  This  power  has  been  exercised,  and 
with  a  special  view  to  exclude  slavery  from  terri- 
tories, and  to  prepare  such  territories  for  State  gov- 
ermnent.  And,  sir,  by  the  same  article  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  declared,  that  "  new  States  may 
be  admitted  by  Congress  into  this  Union ;"  not 
that  Congress  shall  admit,  at  all  events,  but  leav- 
ing it  with  Congress  to  admit,  or  not  admit,  a 
State  into  this  Union,  as  the  "  general  welfare  " 
may.  require?  And  why  is  it  so?  Because,  by 
the  fourth  section  of  the  same  article,  "  the  United 
'  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the  Union 

*  a  republican  form  ot  government,  and  shall  pro- 

*  tect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  and  against 
'  domestic  violence."  Sir,  with  this  view  of  the 
subiect,  can  we  doubt  the  course  we  should  take? 
Is  slavery  consistent  with  republican  principles ; 
or  with  the  "  j^eneral  welfare  "  of  this  nation  ?  I 
think  not.    Sir,  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that 


we  have  a  Constitutional  ri^ht  to  prohibit  the 
farther  introduction  of  slavery  mto  the  new  States, 
and  I  have  shown  that  slavery  has  beea  prohibit- 
ed in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois ;  and  no  new  State, 
except  Louisiana,  has  ever  been  admitted  without 
this  restriction,  where  it  could  be  applied.  The 
States  of  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  were  carved  out  of  original  States,  and, 
though  other  conditions  were  annexed,  this  restric- 
tion CQuld  not.  Constitutionally,  be  annexed  as  a 
condition  of  their  admission.  As  to  the  admission 
of  Louisiana,  without  this  restriction^  I  leave  others 
to  decide  how  fer  that  act  accords  with  sound  prin- 
ciples and  policy ;  but  that  Congress  had  power 
to  enforce  this  restriction,  I  have  no  doubt,  indeed, 
the  numerous  and  unusual  conditions  of  her  ad- 
mission evince  the  power. 

Why  then,  Mr.  Cnairman,  should  Missouri  claim 
what  we  have  denied  to  our  other  citizens  and  sis- 
ter States ;  and,  indeed,  what,  in  my  judgment, 
we  have  no  power  to  grant?  This  bill  proposes 
to  admit  Missouri  into  the  Union  "upon  equai 
footing  with  the  original  States ;"  but,  sir,  the  words 
"  equal  footing  with  original  States"  are  not  found 
in  the  Constitution,  but  in  the  ordinance  of  17S7, 
which  excludes  slavery  for  ever.  And  h^e  is 
another  striking  evidence  that  those  who  establish- 
ed this  ordinance  did  not  consider  slavery  among 
the  federal  or  common  rights  guarantied,  by  the 
Constitution,  to  new  States.  And  when  we  con- 
sider that  in  the  Convention  which  formed  the 
Constitution  were  many  of  the  same  men  who 
established  this  ordinance ;  and  when  we  compare 
the  sixth  article  of  the  latter  with  the  ninth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution,  and 
perceive  their  striking  analog,  how  can  we  doubt 
of  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution  ? 

But  it  is  said  the  people  of  Missouri  demand 
this  right^  under  the  treaty  of  1803.   Sir,  the  Con- 
stitution is  paramount  to  the  treaty ;  and  any  stip- 
ulation inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  wovid 
be,  ipso  facto,  void ;  but  no  such  stipulation  is  found. 
We  mav  give  this  treaty  full  latitude ;  we  may 
admit  Missouri,  as  a  State,  "into  the  Union  of  the 
'  United  States,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
'  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjo^rmentof  all  the 
'  ri|phts,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
'  of  the  United  States,"  agreeably  to  thb  treaty, 
the  amendments  to   this   bill   notwithstanding; 
slavery  not  being  among  the  federal  rights  stip- 
ulated in  the  treaty,  nor  guarantied  by  the  Consti- 
tution.   All  this  is  consistent  with  that  construc- 
tion of  the  Constitution  for  which  I  contend. 

But  I  never  can  consent  to  admit  the  people  of 
Missouri,  who  were  not  citizens  of  the  Union 
when  the  Constitution  was  formed,  to  rights  which 
seven  of  the  thirteen  original  States  had  not,  nor 
claimed,  when  that  Constitution  was  adopted,  nor 
possessed  when  this  treaty  was  ratified,  and  wnich 
eleven  States  have  not  now.  Sir,  this  compact 
was  between  the  original  States ;  a  majority  of 
whom,  at  least,  were  opposed  to  slavery ;  and  they 
provided  a  remedy  for  the  evjl ;  the  compact  is 
sacred,  and  must  he  carried  into  effect,  ^ir,  the 
free  people  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  have,  by 
their  constitution,  excluded  ^avery,  and  believe 
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it  maiMfm  in  m,  and  my  own  sentiments  sincerelv 
accord  with  theirs.  To  admit  this  eril,  then^  wonla, 
as  to  myself,  be  a  departure  from  those  prmciples 
which  oQght.  and,  i  hope,  erer  will  govern  me. 
But  we  are  cnarged  witn  inhumanity  and  hypo- 
crisy:  it  is  even  said  that  we  profess  a  disposition 
to  relieve  while  we  are  attempting  to  confine  them 
within  narrow  limits,  in  order  to  effect  their  exter- 
mination !  Sir,  there  is  no  foundation  for  this 
charge ;  there  is  vet  room  enough,  and  to  spare,  in 
theslaveholdiDg  States,  for  all  the  natural  increase; 
but  if,  by  importation  or  otherwise,  it  should  be- 
come necessary,  they  may  be  sent  to  Africa,  or 
elsewhere,  from  whence  they  came. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  we  are  willing  to  place  the 
people  of  Missouri  upon  an  equal  footing  with  our 
own  citizens  and  sister  States,  (all  other  things 
beinff  equal,)  can  we^  do  more ;  or  can  they,  rea- 
sonably, ask  more? 

The  Constitution,  under  which  they  claim  ad- 
mission, guaranties  to  every  State  in  this  Union 
freedom — a  republican  government;  and  distinctly 
points  to  an  existing  evil,  incompatible  with  the 
principles  established  for  its  basis,  and  prescribes 
the  best  and  only  remedy.  The  time  has  arrived 
when  this  solemn  compact  should  be  carried  into 
farther  effect,  in  which  the  whole  nation  is  deeply 
concerned,  and  upon  which  their  prosperity  and 
happiness  materially  depend;  and  this  can  be  done 
without  clashing  with  the  riffhts,  or  detracting 
from  the  happiness  of  the  good  people  beyond  the 
Mittissippi.  This  compact  bein^  between  the 
thirteen  original  and  (then) sovereign  States^  and 
the  people  of  Missouri,  or  Louisiana,  not  being  a 
party,  have  no  right  to  complain.  We  would  re- 
ceive them  into  the  Union,  with  open  arms,  to 
the  enjoyment  of  all  the  Constitutional  privileffcs 
which  appertain  to  them,  and  would  cheerfiuly 
invite  them  to  the  blessings  of  a  free  government, 
beyond  which  are  not  extended  to  any  other  people 
on  earth ;  but  we  cannot  surrender  those  pure,  un- 
mixed principles  of  liberty,  purchased  at  so  high 
a  price,  and  which  our  best  patriots  have  labored 
to  secure. 

Mr.  Chairman:  Lookback  to  times  which  tried 
the  "principles"  of  men;  to  the  Congress  of 
1774,  and  examine  the  proceedings  of  those  men 
to  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution ;  the  profes- 
sions and  the  acts  of  those  patriots  all  speak  the 
same  lanj^uage.  and  tend  to  the  same  object — civil 
and  religious  liberty,  the  rights  of  man ;  and  thai 
say,  if  we  can  so  far  depart  from  their  principles, 
as  to  extend  slavery  over  this  ffw  and  happy  land. 
Is  there  no  evil  in  this  traffic?  Why  were  Con- 
gress so  assiduous  to  enforce  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
upon  our  citizens  now  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Il- 
linois ?  Why  was  your  law  of  1807  prepared  to 
meet  the  first  day  of  the  year  1808,  when  you 
could  first  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  mto 
the  original  States? 

Why  are  your  statute  books  replete  with  penal 
laws  against  this  evil?  And  why  are  your  ships 
of  war  ordered  to  cruise  against  the  offenders,  cap- 
ture and  brinff  them  in  for  punishment  ? 

Sir,  at  the  \ziaX  session  of  Congress  you  appro^ 
priated  no  less  than  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 


to  carry  these  laws  into  effect ;  extend  this  evil, 
and  you  must  enlarge  your,  fleets;  your  Treasury 
will  be  exhausted! 

What  will  y;our  laws  avail,  if  you  suflfer  this 
new  field,  this  immense  market,  to  be  opened  for 
slaves? 

But.  sir,  what  will  the  nations  of  the  earth  think 
of  us  ?  What  shall  we  think  of  ourselves?  Can 
we  extend  this  evil  over  so  fair,  so  extensive  a  por- 
tion of  the  globe ;  even  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  ?  No, 
sir,  we  cannot  Let  us  close  the  door  against  this 
great  evil,  and  evince  to  an  aUenttve  world  that 
we  are  just,  as  well  as  free. 

And  now,  sir,  I  will  only  ask  your  attention  to 
an  extract  from  Mr.  Jefferson's  Notes  on  Virginia, 
wherein,  when  treating  on  slavery  and  its  concom- 
itant evil  consequences,  that  distinguished  states- 
man makes  the  following  impresHve  and  solemn  re- 
marks :  "  Indeed,  I  tremble  for  my  country,  when 
'  I  reflect  that  God  is  just;  his  justice  cannot  sleq> 
'  forever.  The  Almighty  has  no  attribute  which 
'  can  take  side  with  us,  in  such  a  contest.'' 

Mr.  Dowsi,  of  MassadinsettB,  followed  on  (he 
same  side,  and  advocated  the  restriction  near  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH,  of  Virginia^  next  rose,  and,  af- 
ter a  few  remarks  from  him,  indicative  of  an  in- 
tention to  address  the  House  on  the  question,  he 
moved  that  the  Committee  should  rise ;  when  the 
Committee  rose,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Wedn isnAY,  February  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lapds  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  obtain- 
ing a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field  notes  included  in 
the  Ohio  Company's  purchase. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  AivnERsoN,  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  United  States  to  appoint  a  receiver  of  the 
public  money,  and  register  for  the  land  office,  of 
Laurence  county,  in  the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

Mr.  PiNCKMEY  rose  to  offer  a  resolution.  He 
remarked,  that  in  the  year  1812,  the  Legislature 
of  South  Carolina  passed  a  law  to  prevent  duel- 
ling, which  had  had  great  effect  in  putting  a  stop 
to  It ;  but  it  was  discovered  that,  in  certain  ces- 
sions of  territory  in  the  harbor  or  Charleston  and 
elsewhere,  to  the  United  States,  the  State  had 
omitted  to  retain  a  proper  jurisdiction  over  the 
ceded  ^und.upon  which,  consequently,  the  State 
authority  could  not  go,  eitner  to  prevent  the  viola- 
tion of  tne  State  laws,  or  to  arrest  those  who  had 
fled  from  justice.  With  the  view  of  remedying 
this  evil,  he  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  which  was  read  and  agreed  to : 

JU»ohed^  That  a  committeo  be  appointed  to  consider 
of  the  expediency  of  retiring  to  all  the  8utet  the 
joriadiction  of  the  tenttory  ceded  to  them  for  forte 
and  arsenals,  so  far  as  respects  the  execution  of  tlieir 
State  laws  for  the  prevention  and  paniahioeAt  of  crimes, 
and  recovery  of  debts. 

Mr.  PiNCKNCY,Mr.  MEBCER,and  Mr.McLANS, 
of  Delaware,  were  appointed  the  said  committee. 
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BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitions 
from  the  several  banks  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, and  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry  into 
the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  circulation,  within 
the  said  District,  of  notes  of  a  denomination  under 
five  dollars,  made  a  report  thereon,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  Saturday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom 
were  referred  sundry  petitions  with  respect  to  the  banks 
of  the  District,  and  a  resolution  directing  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting  the  circulation  within 
the  same  of  notes  of  a  denomination  under  five  doN 
lars,  have,  according  to  order,  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration ;  and,  after  much  deliberation  and  reflection, 
prepared  a  bill  in  relation  thereto,  which  accompanies 
this  report. 

In  the  prosecution  of  the  various  inquiries  to  which 
the  attention  of  the  committee  was  directed,  they  were 
impressed  with  the  belief  that  most  serious  injury 
would  result  to  the  District  from  an  effort,  at  this  time, 
suddenly  to  call  in  a  considerable  part  of  the  debt  duo 
to  the  several  banks.  While  the  price  of  the  staple 
commodity  of  the  Potomac  market  is  unusually  de- 
pressed,  such  a  measure  would  expose  to  sale,  at  a  great 
sacrifice,  much  of  the  real  property  of  the  District — 
would  totally  prostrate  its  remaining  commerce — and 
prove  alike  injurious  to  all  classes  of  its  citizens.  It  is 
needless  to  say,  that  such  a  calamity  would  be  sensi- 
bly felt  by  the  adjacent  country. 

While  the  committee  have  been  strongly  impressed 
with  the  belief  that  the  multiplication  of  banks  within 
the  District  has  been  pushed  to  an  extent  injurious 
both  to  the  lender  and  the  borrower,  they  could  find 
no  safe  remedy  for  this  imprudence  in  a  sudden  pros- 
tration of  the  existing  banks,  nor  in  a  forced  consoli- 
dation of  them  into  a  smaller  number. 

The  evil  of  excessive  banking  has  its  consequen- 
tial or  natural  corrective  in  the  reduced  profits  of  the 
stockholder,  and  the  frequent  embarrassments  of  his 
debtor. 

This  remedy  your  committee  found  already  in  oper- 
ation. The  Franklin  Bank  has  asked  for  time  only 
to  wind  up  iu  afifairs.  Several  other  banks,  it  is  be- 
lieved, like  the  Union  Bank  of  Alexandria,  will  not 
avail  themselves  of  the  small  extension  afforded  to  their 
charters  by  this  bill,  except  with  a  view  either  to  fol- 
low the  example  of  the  Franklin  Bank,  or  to  embrace 
the  opportunity  presented  to  them  by  this  bill  of  unit- 
ing their  funds,  and  saving  the  annual  expense  of  a 
doublo  or  triple  set  of  officers,  and  a  like  waste  of  fixed 
capital. 

The  committee  would  have  endeavored  to  prescribe 
the  principles  of  the  associations  expected  to  arise  from 
the  disposition  manifested  by  the  banks  to  reduce  their 
number  by  consolidation ;  but  they  thought  it  better 
to  leaTo  those  compromises,  in  which  considerable  dif- 
ficulties are  to  be  encountered  and  remoTed,  to  be 
settled  by  an  intimate  knowledgt  of  all  the  drcum- 
stancet  of  the  dififerent  banks.  More  harmany  will  be 
thereby  assured  to  the  society  of  the  District,  so  likely 
to  be  agitated  by  questions  \italiy  important  to  its 
prosperity. 


I  To  coerce  a  consolidation  of  the  banks,  it  was  be* 
I  lieved,  would  prove  not  loss  injurious  to  their  interest, 
,  and  to  that  of  the  community  around  them,  than  to 
I  deny  to  them  an  opportunity  of  effecting  such  a  con- 
I  solidation  in  a  mode  adapted  to  both. 
I  In  preferring  two  banks  to  a  single  one,  in  each  of 
I  the  towns  of  the  District,  the  committee  have  accom* 
'  modated  the  number  to  the  wishes  of  a  great  majority 
of  their  inhabitants;  and  have  preserved  the  restraint 
'  of  competition  upon  institutions,  which,  partaking  of 
i  the  character  of  powerful  monopolies,  might,  without 
,  this  salutary  corrective,  degenerate  into  cabals  for  pri* 
I  vate  and  sinister  purposes. 

The  District  of  (Columbia,  although  possessing  vsiy 

:  narrow  dimensions,  is   marked   by   strong    moral  as 

well  as  physical  divisions ;  and  in  all  legislation  for 

;  its  local  concerns,  its  towns,  if  their  wishes  are  at  all 

I  consulted,  must  be  regarded  as  distinct  and  separate 

communities.     Any  other  course  of  legislation,  instead 

I  of  effacing,  would  render  those  divisions  more  piomi* 

nent  and  injurious. 

The  committee  have  equally  consulted  the  interest 

I  of  the  country,  whose  circulating  medium  is  derived 

I  in  part  at  least  from  this  District,  and  whose  chief  mar- 

'  ket  is  there  found.     It  would  be  an  unmerited  reproach 

I  upon  the  District  banks,  to  chargcrthem  with  an  ex- 

j  cessivc  circulation.     With  an  actual  capital  of  fire  and 

I  a  half  millions,  and  a  debt  due  to  them  of  six  millions 

>  eight  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars,  they  have  a  circa- 

{  lation  of  but  eight  hundred  and  forty  thousand ;  whidi 

is  less  than  one  moiety  of  their  circulation  at  the  elooe 

of  the  year  1818;  but  little  more  than  one-thbd  of 

that  of  the  year  next  preceding;  and  about  a  moiety  of 

the  average  annual  circulation  of  the  last  ten  years. 

Yet,  the  accompanying  bill  is  believed  to  fomish  addi* 

tional  securities  to  the  country  against  exceastve  bank 

issues. 

The  circulation  of  notes  by  corporations,  instituted 
for  purposes  wholly  distinct  from  banking,  la  an  eva- 
sion of  a  former  act  of  Congress,  for  which,  the  hili^ 
conforming  to  the  provisions  of  that  act,  provides  a 
similar  remedy. 

To  preserve  some  specie  in  circulation,  for  purposes 
to  which  it  can  be  more  conveniently  applied  than  pa- 
per, and  with  less  danger  of  actual  loss  to  society  ;  to 
invite  and  retain  a  larger  supply  at  home,  against  the 
arrival  of  unforeseen  emergencies;  are  among  the  mo- 
tives which  have  dictated  the  provisions  for  the  excfu- 
sion  of  small  notes  from  circulation.  A  part  only  of 
the  District  banks  have  now  the  power  to  issue  them. 
None  of  those  in  the  neighboring  State  of  Virgiiua 
are  allowed  to  do  so;  and  Maryland  cannot  be ezpeoled 
to  follow  this  prudent  example,  while  Congieea  ao» 
thorizes  the  emission  of  such  notes  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  premium  charged  for  the  charters  of  the  consol- 
idated banks,  i#  less  than  a  moiety  of  the  annnsl  reve- 
nue which  their  consohdation  will  save  them.  Appli- 
ed, as  the  bill  proposes,  to  the  education  of  the  children 
of  the  indigent,  it  will  more  widely  diffuse  the  bless- 
ing of  instruction  around  the  seat  of  the  National  Gov- 
ernment, and  illustrate  a  policy  which,  if  the  people 
of  America  did  not  begin,  they  have  the  glory  to  have 
prosecuted  to  a  greater  extent  than  any  other  nation. 
[The  following  are  the  outlines  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee,  for  extending  the  chai^ 
ters  of  the  different  banks  in  the  District. 

Section  1  provides  for  continoing  the  chartars  nntil 
the  16tb  day  of  June,  1835. 
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Bfction  t  pnmdm  for  Um  recwrerj  of  ten  per  eent 
nmemt  oa  tf  1  boIm  UBued  by  abj  Iwtilc,  or  depotke* 
made  in  mich  btnk,  on  fiuhire  to  psy  the  seme  ia  the 
legml  currency  of  the  country  when  demanded — and 
fiuther,  lor  annulling  the  charter  of  such  bank. 

Bection  8  prohibita  theisMiiag  of  notea  after  the  firat 
day  of  January  next,  by  any  bank  in  thtf  Diatrict,  of  a 
lesa  denominatiott  than  five  dollan,  under  penalty  of 
iMrMtittg  ita  diarten 

Section  4  ifiakea  it  penal  for  any  president*  director, 
officer,  or  aervant  of  any  bank  to  commit  any  kind  of 
fraud  on  the  bank. 

Section  5  prohibita  the  presidentt  directora,  offioera, 
or  aenranta  oif  any  bank  which  may  have  failed  to  re- 
deem ita  iaauea  in  lawful  currency,  by  themaehee  or 
amenta,  from  receiving  or  purchasing  such  isauea  ox 
obligfationa  at*  lesa  than  ia  specified  on  the  face  thereof, 
under  a  penalty  of  fine  or  imprisonment,  or  both. 

Section  6  providea  for  ciuitinuing  the  charter  of  the 
Bank  of  Columbia  to  1840. 

Section  7  annuls  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  Bank 
of  Alexandria,  allowing  five  years  to  wind  up  the  con- 
cerns of  the  same. 

Section  8  ntakes  it  necessary  that  the  banks  shall 
Btgnify  in  writing  their  acceptance  of  this  act,  within 
six  months  after  its  passage  ;  otherwise  they  must  pro- 
ceed to  wind  up  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Franklin 
Bank. 

Sections  9,  10,  11,  and  12,  make  it  penal  for  any 
corporation  within  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  issue 
any  money  bills  after  the  first  day  of  January  next. 

Sections  13  and  14  make  provision  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  any  number,  not  exceeding  three,  of  the  banks 
in  Alexandria,  whose  charters  have  been  continued,  into 
one  bank,  under  such  name  as  they  may  agree  upon, 
and  grant  a  charter  to  such  bank  on  the  same  terms 
as  the  Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria  now  holds  its 
charter  until  the  year  1840 ;  and  likewise  grant  the 
same  privileges  to  the  other  banks  to  unite  in  one, 
provided  that  the  capital  of  the  two  banks  shall  not 
exceed  two  millions  of  dollars. 

Sections  15  and  16  make  the  same  provision  for  con- 
solidating the  banks  of  Washington  and  Georgetown. 

Section  17  provides  for  chartering  the  Bank  of  the 
Metropolis  until  the  year  1840. 

Section  18  provides  for  taking  the  seitse  of  the  stock- 
holders in  relation  to  the  subjects  before  referred  to. 

Section  19  points  out  the  method  b^  which  the 
banks  may  avail  themselves  of  the  provision  for  amal- 
gamation. 

Section  120  imposes  a  tax  of  one-sixth  of  one  per 
centum  on  the  capital  stock  of  each  bank,  when  their 
nrofits  amount  to  six  per  cent,  per  annum  to  the  etock- 
holders,  to  be  expended  on  educating  the  poor  of  the 
reipeotive  counties.^ 

JOURNAL  OF  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  Strotbbb  oflfered  the  following  joint  reso- 
lution: 

Ruolved^  bv  the  Semttie  and  Hout  cf  Repramia- 
tivf  qf  the  United  Stalw  of  Ameriem  in  Congrtu 
as9€mUidf  Thai  Iba  Seerat  Journal  of  the  Old  Con- 
Iffeaa,  from  the  dale  of  the  ra^Oeation  of  the  4efinittv« 
Treaty  of  Peace  between  the  United  Sutea  and  Gfaat 
Btxtain,  in  the  year  1783,  to  the  finrmation  of  the  pre»- 
aent  Government,  now  remaining  in  the  offiee  of  t^ 
Saontery  of  State,  ha  puhliahed  under  the  dtrectioii  of 
the  Preaideoft  of  the  United  Statea,  and  that  one  thou- 
•and  cepiM  thereof  be  printed  and  deposited  in- the 
Library,  aubject  to  the  disposition  ef  Congreaa. 


The  resolution  haTine  been  twice  read,  Mr. 
Strothsr  moved  that  it  oeordered  to  be  engrottad 
and  read  a  third  time  tonnorrow.  He  saw  no  ob- 
jection to  its  taking  this  coarse^  which  would  af- 
ford the  opponents  of  the  propositioB,  if  it  had  anf  , 
the  opportunity  fuUy  to  urge  their  objections ;  and 
would  havie  the  advantage,  should  it  meet  the  fhvor 
of  the  House,  of  being  acted  on  at  once,  and  not 
lost  or  endangered  by  the  delay  that  would  attend 
the  usual  course  of  commitment  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  d^. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  was  opposed  to 
the  motion ;  and  hoped,  as  it  was  a  proposition  in- 
volving the  expenditure  of  money,  that  it  would 
take  the  ordinary  course,  and  be  committed.  He 
moved,  therefore,  that  the  resolution  be  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  PiNCKNBT,  of  South  Carolina,  was  in  favor 
of  ordering  the  resolution  now  to  a  thi#d  reading. 
He  was  a  member,  he  said,  of  the  Old  Congress, 
and  knew  very  well  what  the  secret  part  of  its 
journal  contained,  and,  should  it  be  ordered  to  be 
published,  the  House  would  find  that  the  little  coet 
which  the  printing  would  incur  would  be  well 
laid  out. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr.  STROTttsa, 
Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  LivCRMORt))  as  to  the  course 
proper  for  the  resolution  to  take.  Mr.  Sbiith  wiA- 
drew  his  motion  ;  and  the  resolution  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  restrictive 
amendment  proposed  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  addressed  the  Commit- 
tee nearly  three  hours  against  the  amendment ;  bnt 
had  not  concluded  his  remarks,  when  he  gave  way 
for  a  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise ;  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  3. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  petition  of  a  company 
of  Swiss,  who  propose  settling  in.  the  United  States, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  public  lands,  sufficient  to 
contain  three  or  four  thousand  families,  to  be  used 
for  the  purposes  of  agriculture,  as,  also,  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  manufactures  of  cotton,  woollen, 
flaxen,  and  silken  goods,  and  for  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine,  the  olive,  atid  the  mulberry  tree. — Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Manufactures. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hotne  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  statfaay,  that 
the  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana, 
which  accompanied  the  letter  of  the  collector  of 
New  Orleans  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
dated  April  the  17th,  1818,  was  contained  in  k 
printed  gazette;  that  it  has  been  mislaid;  and 
that,  alter  the  most  diligent  search,  it  has  not  been 
found ;  this  letter  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  ou 
the  table. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  House  another 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trana- 
mittinff  two  sttttements,  with  such  ii^ormation  as 
he  is  able  to  give,  m  answer  to  the  teaolutiona  of- 
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fered  by.Mr.  Strothbb.  and  adopted  by  this  House, 
on  the  18th  ult. ;  whicn  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

The  Speaksr  also  laid  bdbre  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
of  the  Q^i^irtermaster  Greneral,  with  sundry  state- 
ments of  the  sums  claimed  and  paid  to  Colonel 
James  Johnson,  for  transportation  lor  the  troops  of 
tiie  United  States  ordered  up  the  Missouri  river, 
rendered  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  24th 
ult.  \  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  made  a  report  on  the  petitions  of 
John  Law  and  Jonathan  Elliott,  accompanied 
with  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  ^id  Law  and  EUiott ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  John  A.  Dix,"  reported  the  same  without 
amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce were  directed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  providinc  a  bell,  to  be  suspended  near  tke  light- 
house on  "West  duoddy  Head,"  in  the  District  of 
Maine,  to  be  runs  in  foggy  weather,  to  indicate  the 
passage  for  vessels  into  the  harbors  of  Eastport  and 
Lubec. 

AMERICAN  COLONIZATION  SOCIETY. 
Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  representation  of  the 
President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  American 
Colonization  Society,  stating,  that  they  are  about 
to  commence  the  execution  of  the  object  to  which 
their  views  have  been  long  directed,  and  without 
a  larger  and  more  sudden  increase  of  their  funds 
than  can  be  expected  from  the  voluntary  contribu- 
tions of  individuals,  their  progress  must  be  slow 
and  uncertfiin ;  they  therefore  pray  that  the  Exe- 
cutive Department  may  be  authorized  to  extend 
to  the  society  such  pecuniary  and  other  aid,  as  it 
may  be  fought  to  require  and  deserve ;  and  that 
the  subscribers  to  the  said  society  piay  be  incorpo- 
rated by  act  of  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  act 
with  more  efficiency  m  carrying  on  the  great  and 
important  objects  for  which  they  have  associated; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  relates  to 
the  African  slave  trade.  The  memorial  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Tq  the  Senate  and  Hawfe  of 

Mepreeentaiivee  of  the  United  States: 

The  President  and  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Ame- 
rican ColoDi^atioo  Society  respectfully  represent  that, 
beiog  about  to  commence  the  execution  of  the  object 
to  which  their  views  have  been  long  directed,  they 
deem  it  proper  and  necessary  to  address  themselves  to 
the  legislative  council  of  their  country.  They  trust 
that  this  object  will  be  considered,  In  itself,  of  great 
national  importance,  will  be  found  inseparably  con- 
nected with  another,  vitally  afTecting  th^  honor  and 
interest  of  this  nation,  and  leading,  in  its  consequen- 
ces, to  the  most  desirable  results. 

Believing  that  examinattonand  reflection  will  show 
that  sQcb  are  its  connexioDB  and  tendency,  they  are 


encouraged  to  present  theraeelvea,  and  theit  caoM, 
where  ihey  know  that  a  public  measure,  having  tkces 
advantagesy  cannot  fiiil  to  receive  all  the  oomtenaaee 
and  aid  it  may  recjnire* 

The  last  census  shows  the  number  of  free  people  ef 
color  of  the  United  States,  and  their  rapid  increase. 
Suppoeing  tfaem  to  increase  in  the  same  ntio,  it  will 
appear  ho/r  large  a  proportion  of  our  popalatioo  wiU, 
in  the  course  of  even  a  few  years,  consist  of  persona  of 
that  description. 

No  argument  is  necessary  to  show  that  this  is  veiy 
far  indeed  from  cbnstituting  an  increase  of  onr  pbjM- 
cal  strength ;  nor  can  there  be  a  population,  in  any 
country,  neutral  as  to  its  effects  upon  society.  The 
least  observation  shows  that  this  description  of  per- 
sons are  not,  and  cannot  be,  either  useful  or  happy 
among  us ;  and  many  considerations,  which  need  not 
be  mentioned,  prove,  beyond  dispute,  that  it  is  best, 
for  all  the  parties  interested,  that  there  should  be  a 
separation ;  that  those  who  are  now  free,  and  those 
who  may  become  so  hereafter,  should  be  provided  with 
the  means  of  attaining  to  a  state  of  respectabffity  and 
happiness,  which,  it  is  certain,  they  have  never  yet 
reached,  and,  therefore,  can  never  be  likely  to  reach, 
in  this  country. 

Several  of  the  States,  deeply  interested  in  this  sub- 
ject, have  already  applied  to  the  General  Goveroment; 
and,  concurring  in  the  views  of  .your  memoriaiistSf 
both  from  considerations  of  justice  towards  theniselves 
and  humanity  to  the  colored  people,  have  expressed, 
to  the  General  Government,  Uieir  desire  that  a  coun- 
try should  be  procured  for  them,  in  the  land  of  their 
forefathers,  to  which  such  of  them  as  should  choose  to 
avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  might  be  removed. 
It  has  been  the  one  single  object  of  the  Society,  which 
your  memorialists  represent,  to  effect  this  end.  They 
have  made  the  most  cautious  and  particular  inquiries 
as  to  the  practicability  ef  such  a  plan,  and  its  pros- 
pects of  success,  both  in  this  countrv  and  in  A^'ca, 
and  they  are  warranted  in  declaring  that  there  are  no 
difficulties  which  they  do  not  confidently  expect  wUI 
be  easily  overcome  by  a  moderate  exertion  of  discre- 
tion and  perseverance. 

In  this  country,  and  in  almost  every  part  of  it,  they 
have  found  a  zealous  and  decided  approbation  ex- 
pressed, both  in  words  and  deeds,  by  a  vast  majority 
of  all  classes  of  our  citizens ;  and  this  sentiment  is 
continually  increasing  as  the  measure  becomes  more 
the  subject  of  discussion  and  reflection.  Its  import- 
ance all  admit ;  and  its  practicability,  though  doubted 
by  many,  at  first,  is  daily  less  questioned. 

The  two  last  reports  of  the  Society,  to  which  jovr 
memorialists  beg  leave  to  refisr,  show  the  success  of 
their  mission  to  Africa,  and  the  result  of  their  inqoiriss 
upon  that  continent.  From  those  it  is  manilest  that 
a  situation  can  be  readily  ol^taincd,  favorable  to  oosa- 
merce  and  agriculture,  in  a  healthy  and  fertile  ooiin- 
try,  and  that  the  natives  are  well  disposed  to  give 
every  encouragement  to  the  establishment  of  sneh  a 
settlement  among  them.  Thus,  it  appears,  that  an 
object  of  great  national  concern,  already  expressly  de- 
sired by  some  of  the  Slates,  and  truly  desirable  to  al, 
receiving,  also,  the  approbation  of  those  upon  whom 
it  is  more  immediately  to  operate,  is  brought  withia 
our  reaeh. 

But  this  subiect  denves,  perhaps,  its  chief  interest 
from  its  connexion  with  a  measure  which  has,  already, 
to  the  honor  of  our  country,  occupied  the  detiberatioBs 
of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
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Your  memoriatiflts  refer,  with  pleasnro,  to  the  act, 
pasiied  at  the  last  tcsiion  of  Congrcas,  aupplementary 
to  the  act  formerly  passed  for  tho  aoppresaion  of  the 
alaTo  trade.  The  meani  afibrded^  by  the  proTxeions 
of  that  act,  for  the  accomplishment  of  its  object,  are 
certainly  great ;  but  the  total  extirpation  of  this  dis- 
graceful trade  cannot,  perhaps,  be  expected  from  any  - 
measures  which  rely  alone  upon  the  employment  of  a 
maritime  force,  howeTer  considerable. 

The  profits  attending  it  are  so  extraordinary,  that 
the  cupidity  of  the  unprincipled  will  still  be  tempted 
to  continue  it,  as  long  as  there  is  any  chance  of  es- 
caping the  vigilance  of  the  cruisers  engaged  against 
them.  From  the  best  information  your  memorialists 
have  been  able  to  obtain,  of  the  nature,  causes,  and 
course  of  this  trade,  and  of  the  present  Mtuation  of  the 
eoast  of  Africa,  and  the  habits  and  dispositions  of  the 
natives,  they  are  well  assured  that  the  suppression  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  the  civilization  of  the  na* 
UfeM,  are  measures  of  indispensable  connexion r 

Such  an  opinion  has  been  avowed,  many  years  ago, 
by  those  best  acquainted  with  this  subject,  and  expe- 
lience  has  abundantly  confirmed  it. 

The  documents  and  papers  which  your  memorial- 
lata  had  beretofbre  the  hoi^or  of  presenting  to  Con- 
gress, and  those  contained  in  the  late  reports  of  the 
society^  prove  this, position. 

Since  the  establishment  of  the  English  settlement 
at  Sierra  Leone,  tho  slave  trade  has  been  r«pidiy  ceas- 
ing upon  that  part  of  the  coast. 

Not  only  the  kingdoms  in  its  immediate  neighbor- 
hood, but  those  upon  the  Sherbro  and  Bagroo  rivers, 
and  others  with  vhom  the  people  of  that  settlement 
have  opened  a  communication,  have  been  prevailed 
upon  to  abandon  it,  and  are  turning  theur  attention  to 
the  ordinary  and  innocent  pursuits  of  civilized  na- 
tions. 

That  the  same  consequences  will  result  from  similar 
settlements  cannot  be  doubted.  When  the  natives 
there  see  that  the  European  commodities,  for  which 
they  have  been  accustomed  to  exchange  their  fellow- 
beings,  until  vast  and  fertile  regions  have  become  al- 
most depopulated,  can  be  more  easily  and  safely  ob- 
tained by  other  pursuits,  can  it  be  believed  that  they 
will  heulate  to  profit  by  the  experience!  Nor  will 
the  advantages  of  civilization  be  alone  exhibited.  That 
religion,  whose  mandate  ia  *<  peace  on  earth  and  good 
will  towards  men,"  will  *<  do  iu  errand ;"  will  deliver 
them  from  the  bondage  of  their  miperable  superstitions, 
and  display  the  same  triumphs  which  it  is  achieving 
in  every  land. 

That  such  nointfl  of  settlement  would  diffuse  their 
light  around  the  coast,  and  gradually  dispel  the  dark- 
ness which  has  so  long  enshrouded  that  eontinent, 
would  be  a  reasonable  hope,  and  would  justify  the  at- 
tempt, even  if  experience  had  not  ascertained  its  suc- 
cess. Although,  therefore,  much  may  be  effected  by 
the  vigilant  operations  of  a  well  disposed  naval  force, 
it  is  to  be  feared  that  much  will  always  remain  to  be 
done,  until  some  degree  of  civilization  is  attained  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  coast  of  Africa.  The  present 
measures,  therefore,  for  the  suppression  of  the  slave 
trade,  if  unconnected  with  others  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  natives,  must  be  long  continued,  and  the 
effects  produced  by  them  will  be  partial,  tedious,  and 
uncertain ;  and  the  least  relaxation  of  this  vigilance 
will  revive  it* 

But  those  measures,  and  all  others  inrolving  ex- 
pense and  labor,  may  be  withdrawn,  as  soon  as  these 


establiihments  upon  the  coast  become  strong  enough  to 
participate  in  the  contest  against  avarice  and  inhu- 
manity, and  shall  obtain,  from  their  evident  advan- 
tages oiier  the  natives,  a  proper  influence  among  them. 
And  here  your  memorialists  beg  leave,  respectfully,  to 
suggest  their  foars  that  many  of  the  profligate  adven- 
turers in  this  trade  will  evade  the  search  of  our  cruis- 
ers by  their  artful  contrivances  in  disguising  their  na- 
tional character.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that  the 
slave  diips  of  other  nations  assume  the  flags  and  char- 
acter of  Americans  to  evade  the  search  of  British 
cruisers.  Is  it  not,  therefore,  to  be  expected  that  the 
act  lately  passed  will  often  be  defeated  by  American 
slave  ships  assuming  a  foreign  flag  and  character  1  A 
careful  consideration  of  this  subject  has  convinced  us 
that  all  our  efiR>rts  will  be  insufficient  to  accomplish 
their  purposes,  unless  some  friendly  arrangement  can 
hh  made  among  the  maritime  Powers  of  the  world, 
which  shall  leave  no  shelter  to  those  who  deserve  to  he 
considered  and  treated  as  the  common  enemieft  of 
mankind. 

Whether  a  permission,  under  any  'modification,  to 
certain  spectfic»d  ships,  or  in  certain  latitudes,  to  search  ' 
and  seize  slave  ships,  under  our  flag,  such  as  Great 
Britain,  and  other  European  Powers,  have  mutually 
given  to  each  other,  can  be  properly  granted  by  our 
Government,  we  cheerfully  leave  to  the  wisdom  and 
justice  of  Congress  to  determine.  Your  memorialists 
will  only  express  their  hope  and  belief  that  your  delib- 
erations upon  this  interesting  subject  will  enable  you 
to  discern  a  way,  without  any  compromitment  of  our 
national  honor,  by  which  our  country  may  be  placed 
among  the  foremost  and  and  most  efficient  asserters  of 
the  rights  of  humanity.  But  your  memorialists  hum- 
bly consider  tiiat  the  colonization  of  Africa  offers  the 
most  powerful  atad  indispensable  auxiliary  to  the 
means  already  adopted,  for  the  extermination  of  a  trade 
which  is  now  exciting  in  every  country  that  indigna- 
tion, which  has  been  long  since  felt  and  expressed  in 
this. 

No  nation  has  it  so  much  in  its  power  to  furnish 
proper  settlers  for  such  establishments  as  this ;  no  na- 
tion has  so  deep  an  interest  in  thus  disposing  of  them* 
By  the  law  passed  at  the  last  session,  and  before  re- 
ferred to,  the  captives  who  may  be  taken  by  our  cruis- 
ers, from  the  slave  ships  are  to  be  taken  to  Africa,  and 
delivered  to  the  custody  of  agents  appointed  by  the 
Preaident.  There  will  then  be  a  settlement  of  cap- 
tured negroes  upon  the  coast^  in  consequence  of  the 
measures  already  adopted.  And  it  is  evidenUy  most 
important,  if  not  necessary,  to  such  a  settlement,  that 
the  civilized  people  of  color  of  this  country,  whose  in- 
dustry, enterprise,  and  knowledge  of  agriculture  aa^ 
the  arts,  would  render  them  most  useful  assistants, 
should  be  connected  with  such  an  establishment 

When,  therefore,  the  <^)ject  of  the  Coloaiaatiott  Sa^ 
ciety  is  viewed  in  connexion  with  that  entim  aappras- 
aion  of  the  slave  trade  which  your  memorialists  trost 
it  is  resolved  shall  be  eflected,  its  importance  becomes 
obvious  in  the  extreme.  The  benaficial  coosequenoes 
resulting  from  success  in  such  a  measure,  it  is  impoe- 
sible  to  calculate.  To  the  general  cause  of  humamCy 
it  will  afford  the  most  rich  and  noble  contribution,  and 
for  the  nation  that  regards  that  cause,  that  employs  its 
power  in  its  behalf,  it  cannot  fail  to  procure  a  propor- 
tionate reward.  It  is  by  such  a  course  that  a  nation 
insures  to  itself  the  protection  and  fovor  of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Worid.  Nor  are  there  wanting  views 
and  oonsiderationsy  arising  from  our  peculiar  polttieal 
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iQs(H»ti«iif,  wbioh  wooH  jnMj  Ihe  sure  exp«ctition 
of  the  most  ugnal  bleftingt  U  ountlvea  fir«m  the  ao- 
•ooipliabmeiii  of  snch  mu  obj#et.  If  one  of  theie  eo»- 
ieqoeMOft  shall  he  the  f  railuaA  aad  akneei  inpercepli* 
hie  rttpovel  of  a  na^Kmal  evil,  which  all  nake  in  ia- 
nuMitiDf,  jtttd  lor  which,  with  the  moat  iatenee,  bat, 
hitherto,  hopelesa  aoziety,  the  patrioUi  amd  stateanien 
of  our  couBtfj  have  labored  to  Uiecover  a  remedy,  who 
can  doubt,  that,  of  all  the  blessings  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  bequeath  to  our  descendants,  this  will  re- 
ceive the  richest  tribute  of  their  thanks  ahd  veneration  1 

Your  memoiialists  cannot  believe  that  such  an  evil, 
universally  acknowledged  and  deprecated,  has  been 
irromovably  fixed  upon  us.  8ome  way  will  always  be 
opened  by  Providence  by  which  a  people  desirous  of 
acting  justly  and  benevolently  may  be  led  to  the  at- 
tainment of  a  mentorious  oliyect*  And  they  believe 
thttt,  of  all  the  plans  that  the  most  sagacious  and  dis- 
cerning of  onr  patrioU  have  suggested,  for  eflectittg 
what  they  have  so  greatly  desired,  the  colonization  of 
Africa,  in  the  manner  proposed,  presenu  the  iaireit 
prospects  of  success.  But  if  it  be  admitted  to  be  ever 
MO  doubtful,  wluBther  this  hajppy  result  shall  be  the  re- 
ward of  our  exertions,  yet,  if  great  and  certain  bene- 
fits immediately  attend  them,  why  may  not  others,  still 
greater,  ibUow  them  ? 

In  a  work  evidently  progressive,  who  shall  assign 
limits  to  the  good  that  ze^l  and  perseverance  shall  be 
permitted  to  accomplish  1  Your  memorialists  beg  leave 
to  state  that,  having  expended  considerable  funds  in 
prosecuting  their  inquinesand  making  preparations, 
they  are  now  about  to  send  out  a  colony,  and  complete 
the  purchase,  already  stipulated  for  with  the  native 
kings  and  chiefs  of  Sheilbro,  of  a  suitable  territory  for 
their  establishment.  The  number  they  are  now  enabled 
to  transport  and  provide  for,  is  but  a  small  proportion  of 
the  people  of  color  who  have  expressed  their  desire  to 
•go ;  and  without  a  larger  and  more  sudden  increase  of 
their  funds  than  can  be  expected  from  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  individuals,  their  progress  must  be 
.slow  and  uncertain.  They  have  always  flattered  them- 
selves with  the  hope  that  when  it  was  seen  they  had 
surmounted  the  difficulties  of  preparation,  and  shown 
that  means  applied  to  the  execution  of  their  design 
would  lead  directly  and  evidently  to  its  accomplish- 
ment, they  would  be  able  to  obtain  for  it  the  national 
countenance  and  assistance.  To  this  point  they  have 
arrived  ;  and  they,  therefore,  respectfully  request  that 
this  interesting  subject  may  receive  the  consideration 
of  your  honorable  body,  and  that  the  Executive  De- 
partment may  be  authorized,  in  such  way  as  may  meet 
your  approb^tion^'to  extend  to  this  object  such  pecuni- 
ary ana  other  aid  as  it  may  be  thought  to  require  and 
(deserve. 

Tour  meoaorialists  further  request,  that  the  subscri* 
hers  to  the  American  Colonization  Society  may  be  in- 
Mipocatvd,  by  act  of  Congress,  to  enable  them  to  act 
witii  more  elBeienoy  in  eanryiog  on  the  great  and  im- 
portant  objeols  of  the  dooiety,  and  to  enable  them, 
wltfa  more  economy,  to  manage  the  benevolent  contri- 
Imtions  intrusted  to  thehr  care. 

Signed  by  John  Mason,  W.  Jones,  E.  B.  Caldwell, 
and  F.  8.  Key,  comndttee. 

WASHiiroTOjr,  February  1,  1820. 

JOURNAL  OP  THE  OLD  CONGRESS. 

The  engrossed  resolution  for  authorizing  the 
publication  of  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Congress 
under  the  Coofederation,  from  the  Treaty  of  Peace 


of  1*3^3  to  the  formation  of  the  preyent  Constitu- 
tion^ was  read  a  third  time;  and  the  question  be- 
ing stated  on  its  passage — 

Mr.  Smith,  ol  Maryland,  expressed  his  dem 
to  hear  from  the  gentleman  who  introduced  it 
some  explanation  of  the  object  of  tins  propositiOB, 
and  of  the  particular  reasons  which  at  tnis  time 
called  for  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Str OTHER,  of  Virginia,  rose  in  support  of 
the  resolution.    By  a  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, he  said,  directions  had  been  given  for  the 
publication  ot  the  Secret  Journal  and  the  Foreign 
Correspondence  of  the  Old  Congress  up  to  the 
Treaty  of  1783;  and  why  it  had  stopped  there,  he 
was  at  a  loss  to  conceive.    The  theory  of  our 
Grovemment,  he  said,  was,  that  it  stood  on  the 
virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people ;  and  iu  prac- 
tice should  be,  that  public  men  should  be  jogged 
of  by  their  acts.  ,  He  w«s  of  opinion,  with  a  eei- 
league  who  yesterday  .expressed  that  sentiment, 
that  the  tree  should  be  ju^[ed  (^  by  its  fruit ;  and 
he  wished  now  for  an  importunity  to  see  the  fruit, 
that  he  might  ludffe  of  UM  tree.    What  objacttoo. 
he  ai^ed,  could   oe  made  to  this  proposition? 
Most  of  the  men  who  had,  at  the  penod  to  which 
thb  proposition  referred,  taken  part  in  the  delibera- 
tions ofCon^ess,  had  descended  to  the  tamh^  and 
their  memones  were  justly  venerated.    Bonre,  he 
said,  yet  lived^  mingling  in  public  life,  and  eagei^ 
courting  its  distincBons.    If  their  course  had  been 
generous  and  frank,  they  could  have  no  objection 
to  a  disclosure  of  the  transactions  of  that  day. 
Who,  he  asked,  were  interested  in  concealing  the 
transactions  of  that  day  from  the  American  peo- 
ple?   Not,  he  was  sure,  the  descendants  of  those 
who  were  now  slumbering  in  the  tomb;  it  must 
be,  if  anv,  the  survivors,  who  were  yet  stripling  for 
political  influence  or  advancement — w&  willed 
to  ffet  yet  higher  than  they  were  oa  the  political 
ladder.    If,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  had  had  the  fortune  to 
have  had  an  ancestor  who  eontrUwIed  largdy  to 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  independence,  and  to 
the  measures  which  succeeded  m  conirming  it, 
should  I  oppose  the  proposition  now  before  the 
House,  I  shouM  think,  by  so  doin^,  I  assailed  the 
reputation  of  my  parent.    Could  it  be,  he  asked, 
that  any  gentleman  objected  to  this  resolve  from 
feelings  of  friendship  to  any  who  were  engaged 
in  the  occurrences  of  that  day  ?    Was  there  any 
one  who  was  desirous  to  shut  out  Kght  for  ^e  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  a  reputition  sumptitiouslj  ob- 
tained ?    He  trusted  not.    The  Constitution  itsdf, 
he  said,  required  that  the  Journals  of  Congress 
should  be  published,  unless  where  important  cir- 
cumstances should  require  a  different  coiu-se. — 
Ought  we,  he  asked,  to  have  State  secrets  ?  Were 
there  any  movements,  either  under  the  old  Con- 
federacy or  the  present  form  of  Government,  which 
were  not  fit  to  be  seen  hy  the  American  people? 
Was  that  period  of  degen^acy  already  arrived 
that  the  acts  of  the  Grovenunent  were  so  cormpt 
as  not  to  be  fit  to  be  seen?    He  could  see  no  pos- 
sible objection  to  the  nublication  of  the  Joumai  in 
question.    He  knew,  ne  said,  that  thb  was  a  deli- 
cate topic  with  some,  who  shrunk  from  the  in- 
quiry—why, he  could  not  divine.    This  rery  \ 
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i  sitiveness.  he  said,  was  with  him  an  argument  in 
I  favor  of  tke  resolution.  Would  any  honest  public 
agent,  he  asked,  desire  a  reil  to  be  drawn  over  his 
r  acts,  to  hide  his  conduct  from  the  public  eye?  He 
\  conceived  not.  At  that  time,  he  said,  we  had  a 
I  negotiation  on  foot  with  Spain,  which  had  termi- 
\         nated  lately  in  the  celebrated  Florida  Treaty. 

He  chose  to  explore  this  lon^  and  intricate  ne- 
I  gotiation,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the 
,  claims  of  each  party  at  different  times,  and  the 
various  points  in  negotiation  between  them.  He 
saw  no  occasion  for  ixurther  concealment.  And, 
with  regard  to  diplomatic  secrets,  so  far  as  we 
have,  in  the  administration  of  our  Government, 
gone  into  the  winding  and  devious  course  of  Eu- 
ropean diplomacy,  we  have  departed  from  princi- 
ple. He  took  to  himself  some  share  of  the  blame 
of  the  publication  of  this  part  of  our  history  hav- 
ing been  so  lon^  withheld,  inasmuch  as  he  had 
been  two  years  m  Congress  without  having  pro- 
posed it.  On  the  intelligeaee  and  virtue  of  the 
people,  he  said,  this  Government  was  based,  as  on 
a  rock,  firm  and  stable  as  the  pillars  of  the  uni- 
Ters^.  Are  they  not  to  be  busted  with  the  know- 
ledge of  their  own  historv — of  the  proceedings  of 
their  own  Grovernment  i  It  wxmld  be  a  heresy, 
damfiing  (in  his  opinion)  to  the  character  of  this 
Congress,  if  thevwere  for  a  moment  to  hesitate  to 
give  to  the  people  a  knowledge  of  the  secret  his- 
tory of  the  Government — in  which  might  be  dis- 
covered, for  auffht  he  knew,  the  secret  springs 
which  had  imp^ed  to  many  of  the  public  acts  of 
the  Government.  He  was,  he  added,  actuated  by 
no  particular  hostility  to  any  individuals;  but, 
when  he  had  desired  to  consult  this  portion  of  our 
history,  he  had  found  it  hidden  from  the  public 
view:  and  all  that  he  desired  now  was,  that  he 
and  tne  rest  of  the  nation  should  have  an  opportu- 
nity to  examine  it. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts,  said,  that  it  had 
been  stated  yesterday,  by  a  gentleman  from  Soutjii 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Pincknby,)  who  had  himself  been 
one  of  the  old  Congress,  that,  in  his  opinion,  the 
Secret  Journal  ought  to  be  publbhed.  as  contain- 
ing matters  interesting  to  the  people  to  know. 
This  was  with  him  a  sufficient  reason  to  vote  for 
its  publication  \  and,  when  it  was  further  recol- 
lected that  the  publication  was  to  be  made  under 
the  direction  of^the  Presi^nt  of  the  United  States, 
he  thoij^t  every  objection  to  it  must  vanish. 

Mr.  PiifCKKBT,  of  Sou^  Carolina,  hoped  the 
motion  would  not  be  postponed.  Until  yesterday, 
he  thought  the  resolve  oi  Conffrees  provided  for 
printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  tne  Proceedings  of 
Congress,  subsequent  to  the  treaty  of  1783,  as  well 
as  anterior  to  it.  Why,  he  asked,  had  not  the 
whole  been  ordered  to  be  published  ?  Did  it  not 
look  as  if  there  was  something  in  it  which  was 
not  fit  to  meet  the  eye  ?  There  were  some  of  those 
proceedings  which  ought  to  be  published  for  gen- 
I  eral  information.  He  would  state  one  of  them,  he 
said,  which  perhaps  was  not  known  to  the  nation, 
and  was  a  most  important  part  of  the  history  of 
our  country.  It  was  not  noticed  by  Judge  Mar- 
shall or  Dr.  Ramsay,  in  their  histories  of  our 
country  y  and  was  not  noticed,  probably,  because 


they  knew  nothing  of  it,  not  having  access  to  the 
Secret  Journal  which  contained  it.  In  the  year 
1785,  Mr.  P.  proceeded  to  state,  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment sent  a  Minister  to  this  country,  with  full 
powers  to  treat  for  a  surrender  of  the  right  to  nav- 
igate the  Mississippi  for  twenty^fiveor  thirty  years 
exclusively  to  SjAin.  If  that  treaty  had  taken 
place,  the  consequence  would  have  been,  that  the 
whole  of  the  country  on  the  Mississippi  would 
have  been  either  separate  and  independent  of  this 
Government  or  in  the  hands  of  France.  This 
proposition  from  the  Spanish  €k)vemment,  when 
made,  was  referred  to  Mr.  Jay  to  report  upon  it ; 
and  to  the  astonishment  of  the  country,  Mr.  P. 
said^that  ^ntleman  had  not  only  reported  in  favor 
of  'accepting  it,  but  supported  that  opinicm  widi 
much  earnestness  and  with  the  best  exertion  of  his 
talents.  The  question  was  then  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  the  States.  All  the  Eastern  and  Northern 
States,  said  Mr.  P.,  joined  in  support  of  the  treaty ; 
and,  had  it  not  have  been  for  the  greatest  exertions 
I  ever  witnessed  in  a  public  body,  from  those  op- 
posed to  it,  that  treaty  would  have  been  ratified. 
If  it  had  been,  where  would  now  have  be^i  the 
members  who  fill  these  seats  ?  Either  subtects  of 
a  Power  hostile  to  us,  or  members  of  a  Govern- 
ment whoUv  independent  of  us,  and  our  rivals. 
Mr.  P.  asked  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, and  others,  whether  facts  like  these  ou^ht  to 
be  withheld  from  the  public  eye?  It  was  mfor- 
mation  for  which,  he  had  alreadv  said,  one  would 
in  vain  search  the  most  approved  of  our  histories. 
But,  was  it  not  extraordinary  that,  in  ordering  the 
Secret  Journal  to  be  publisned.  Congress  should 
have  stopped  at  the  treaty  of  1783?  The  infer- 
ence must  be,  unless  some  oetter  reason  were  given, 
that  Congress  did  not  wish  the  world  to  m  ac- 
quainted with  the  whole  of  it.  He  was,  therefore, 
of  opinion  that  it  was  a  matter  of  course  that  the 
remainder  should  be  published.  If  there  was  in- 
formation in  the  Secret  Journal  which  it  was  de- 
sirable should -not  be  published,  the  whole  should 
have  been  withheld.  But,  he  presumed  the  fact 
which  he  had  stated  was  sufiicieat  to  show  that 
the  portion  of  the  Journal  embraced  by  this  resolve 
ought  to  be  puUished. 

Mr.  Merger,  oi  Virginia,  exjdained  the  views 
which  had  governed  the  committee  of  the  last 
Congress  in  the  course  which  they  had  porsned  in 
regard  to  this  subject  The  reason  why  they  had 
limited  their  report  to  the  printing  of  the  Secret 
Journal  and  Foreij^  Correspondence  to  the  treaty 
of  1783  was^  that  it  had  been  thought  unadvisable 
to  disclose  to  the  world  the  correspondence  'and 
Secret  Journal,  from  the  Treaty  or  Peace  up  to 
the  formation  of  the  Constitution,  since  there  were 

Jet  many  actors  on  the  scene  here,  and  some  per- 
aps  in  Europe,  who  mi^ht  be  injuriously  affected 
by  it.  That,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  the  reasoning  of 
the  committee — ^it  was  not  his.  He  knew,  he  said, 
that  a  great  lexicographer  had  defined  an  ambas- 
sador to  be  one  hired  to  tell  lies  for  the  good  of 
his  country  *,  but  he  believed  that  all  State  secrets 
were  unnecessary,  and  that  the  most  candid  would 
ever  be  the  most  successful  negotiator.  The  only 
secret  which  our  Gk)7emment  had  purchased  was 
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from  a  swiDdler,  and  was  calculated  at  the  (ime  to 
expose  the  Administration  and  the  country  to  the 
contempt  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that  the 
facts  stated  by  the  g[entleman  from  South  Carolina 
had  been  disclosed  in  the  debate  in  the  Virginia 
Convention,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  as  long  as  thirty  years  ago.  AAer 
that  disclosure,  the  part  of  the  Journal  in  question 
not  being  published,  was  a  strong  indication  that 
it  could  not  now  be  necessary  or  desirable  to  pub- 
lish it.  There  miffht  be  things  in  it  not  proper  to 
be  published;  and  it  was  worth  consideration, 
whether  the  veil  should  not  be  continued  where 
our  predecessors  had  thought  proper  to  spread  it. 
If,  when  an  excitement  prevailed  on  the  subject, 
it  was  thought  proper  not  to  reveal  the  proceedings 
in  relation  to  it,  there  were  reasons  now  also  why 
they  should  not  be  introduced  to  the  public  eye. 
We  have  enouffh  now,  said  Mr.  B.,  to  agitate  and 
distract  us,  without  adding  to  the  excitement.  He 
did  not  know  that  he  should  have  objected  to  this 
publication,  however,  were  it  not  that,  with  a 
knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  under  all  changes  of 
the  Government,  the  publication  not  having  heca 
made,  the  duty  of  deliberately  weighing  the  propo- 
sition was  imposed  on  the  House.  It  ouent  not 
to  be  hastily  acted  on.  Why  this  hasty  determi- 
nation to  go  back  ibrty  years  into  the  recesses  of 
our  bistoiy,  and  examine  transactions  which  the 
interest  ot  our  country  perhaps  requires  to  remain 
where  ihey  are  ? 

Mr.  Stbother  said,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
people  were  entitled  to  understand  the  proceedings 
of  those  whom  thev  employed  as  public  agents,  no 
matter  of  how  old  a  date — particularly  of  those 
agents  who  were  now  aspirants  to  pumic  office. 
Were  persons  to  be  imposed  on  the  people  for 
sages  and  patriots,  who,  if  the  facts  were  known, 
possibly  mieht  appear  to  have  forfeited  all  claims 
to  their  confidence  ?  Where  there  is  concealment, 
Mr.  S.  said,  there  will  be  suspicion.  He  con- 
fessed that  his  curiosity  was  excited  to  see  whether 
there  was  any  latent  information,  which,  when 
broufifht  into  the  face  of  day,  would  furnisn  li^t 
on  the  conduct  of  our  public  agents.  He  demed 
that  this  proposition  was  hurried,  it  had  been  some 
days  in  the  contemplation  of  the  House,  dbc.  The 
gentleman  had  expressed  his  desire  to  preserve  the 
peace  of  the  country.  Mr.  S.  said,  he  wished  that 
peace  to  be  founded  on  correct  information,  where- 
on the  intelligence  of  the  people  might  act;  and 
not  on  a  volcano,  the  eruption  of  which  might 
spread  juin  and  desolation  over  the  country.  Let 
the  people  know  the  history  of  their  Government, 
said  he ;  let  them  know,  of  all  things,  the  char- 
acter, principles,  and  dispositions  of  their  public 
agents.  The  arguments  wiiich  had  been  urged 
against  this  motion  would  be  appropriate  enough, 
in  another  hemisphere,  where  tne  governed  were 
the  property  of  the  Governor.  But  here,  auspi- 
ciousljr  for  the  happiness  of  the  people,  those  who 
administered  the  Government  were  the  property  of 
the  people.  He  asked  of  any  member  of  this 
House,  whether  he  claimed  for  himself  more  vir- 
tue and  intelligence  than  belonged  to  his  constitu- 


ents ?  Whether  he  would  refuse  to  let  his  con- 
stituents know  what  he  knew  on  public  a&irs  ? 
Mr.  S.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to  produce  ex- 
citement ;  his  individual  prosperity  and  tranquil- 
lity depended  on  that  of  the  nation.  Bat,  said  he, 
if  excitement  is  to  be  produced  by  the  disclosure  of 
truth,  let  it  come ;  we  will  meet  it,  under  the  smiles 
of  Providence,  with  the  energy  of  men.  The  ar- 
^ments  of  gendemen  against  this  motion  were 
m  opposition  to  those  political  tenets  which  he 
had  learned  even  at  scnooL  Perhaps^  however, 
these  tenets  were  only  to  be  respectea  in  the  h'm- 
ited  circle  where  our  minds  are  first  cultivated, 
and,  when  we  enter  the  political  fidld,  are  to  be 
left  behind  us  as  the  dreams  of  antiquity.  But,  he 
regarded  it  as  one  of  the  main  principles  of  our 
Gk)vemment  that  the  means  should  be  alfixrded  to 
the  people  ol  understanding  the  conduct  of  pobiic 
agents.  A  diflferent  course,  a  distrust  of  the  |«>- 
pTe,  'he  said,  would  bring  down  from  its  towering 
neight  the  star  which  presaged  the  future  destiny 
of  our  happy  country.  Was  there  any  individoal 
who  writned  under  an  apprehension  of  this  dis- 
closure ?  If  so,  his  ai^eli^sions  must  result  fiom 
his  own  misconduct  I  will  hide  nothing  to  pre- 
serve any  character.  I  have  dear  frie^  who 
were,  at  the  period  embraced  by  my  motion,  actors 
on  the  theatre  of  public  life ;  men  -whom  f  have 
been  taught  to  honor  from  my  infancy,  and  for 
whom  I  have  cherished  respect  in  my  matuier 
years.  But  I  hare  no  apprehension  for  their 
characters  from  any  disclosure  of  their  public 
conduct. 

Mr.  AivnERsoN,  of  Kentucky,  was  in  favor  of 
the  resolve  lying  on  the  table,  because  he  desired 
to  see  an  amendment  introduced  to  it.  From  the 
naked  publication  of  the  Journal  we  might  infer 
that  motives  actuated  the  public  men  of  tlat  day 
different  from  their  real  motives.  He,  therefi>re, 
considered  it  important  that  the  public  papers,  re- 
ports, dee.,  connected  with  the  Jotmial,  should  be 
published ;  and  moved  to  refer  the  resolve  to  a 
select  committee,  with  instructions  to  extend  its 
scope  so  as  to  embrace  all  the  infonnation  on  the 
subject,  that  no  partial  publication  should  be  made 
of  the  transactions  of  tnat  day.  Such  a  puUiea- 
tion  of  votes,  &c.,  without  the  motives  of  their 
being  understood,  might  do  an  injury  to  those  who 
were  concerned  in  them. 

Mr.  StorrSj  of  New  York,  was  opposed  to  a 
reference  of  this  resolve,  preferring  to  see  it  met 
directly  and  rejected.  When  this  proposition  was 
first  introduced,  he  said,  he  had  been  inclined  to 
su{^rt  it.  But,  upon  reflection,  he  was  convinced 
that  the  interests  of  the  country  not  only  required 
that  the  Journal  should  not  be  puUished,  but  im- 
periously required  it.  There  was  a  reason  for 
publishing  the  Secret  Journal  and  Correspondence 
of  the  Revolutionary  Congress,  which  did  not  ap- 
ply to  that  embraced  by  this  motion ;  and  ^ood 
reasons  had  been  assigned  for  the  discrimination. 
But,  in  lus  opinion,  there  was  a  better  reason ;  om 
domestic  quarrels,  said  he,  formed  but  a  small  por- 
tion of  our  legislation  previously  to  the  treaty  ot 
1783.  There  was  nothing,  then,  in  the  Journal 
which  it  was  desiraUe  to  withhold ;  and  nothing 
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IB  the  secret  papers  which  could  affect  the  feel- 
logics  or  characters  of  any  hut  open  and  known 
traitors.  It  was  proposed  now,  however,  to  lift 
the  yeil  from  those  scenes  of  domestic  quarrelling, 
in  which  the  feelings  of  different  portions  of  the 
country  had  been  interested  to  a  degree  which  sel- 
dom, until  this  moment,  had  beeen  witnessed  in 
the  Councils  of  the  cauptry,  to  ffive  to  the  world 
all  the  history  of  our  family  bickerings ;  to  show 
that,  before  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  the 
North  was  opposed  to  the  South,  the  South  de- 
tracting from  the  North,  dtd^  For  what  use  ?  He 
could  not  see  any  occasion  for  it.  One  word, 
he  said,  as  to  a  venerable  name  which  had  been 
introduced  in  this  debate.  He  knew  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  too  well  to  suppose 
him  intenUonally  to  have  misstated  igiy  tWg. 
But,  it  was  due  to  Mr.  Jay,  and  to  hb  charaoter, 
to  say,  that  the  gentleman  had  not  told  the  whole 
history  of  the  affair  referred  to  by  him.  It  might 
be  supposed  that  it  was  proposed  to  give  up  to 
Spain  ,the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  without 
an,  equivalent  Not  so,  however.  There  was  to 
be  an  equivalent,  and  he  should  like  to  hear  what 
it  wa^.  He  was  not  to  be  told,  that  Mr.  Jay,  than 
whom  there  was  not  a  more  worthy  man  or  more 
strenuous  patriot  in  an^r  country,  proposed  to  sur- 
render, without  an  equivalent,  tne  navigation  of 
the  river  Mississippi. 

[Mr.  PiNCKMEy  rose  to  explain.  He  had  stated 
that  Spain  had  sent  a  Minister  to  this  country  with 
the  express  purpose  to  persuade  us  to  cede  to  her, 
for  twenty-five  or  thirty  years,  the  exclusive  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi,  and  that  she  had  offered 
a  treaty  embracing  such  a  cession.  That  treaty, 
he  now  stated,  proposed  benefits  to  the  Northern 
States,  in  which  the  Southern  States  had  no  par- 
ticipation. They  were  to  pay  the  price ;  they  were 
to  yield  the  naviff^tion  of  the  Mississippi — ^but  they 
were  not  to  be  oenefitted  by  the  equivalent,  as  it 
had  been  called,  which  proposed  to  open  to  our 
flag  certain  ports,  such  as  Manilla,  dtc,  but  did 
not  propose  to  open  the  ports  of  South  America. 
It  was  by  no  means  such  a  price  as  Spain  ought 
to  have  paid  for  the  important  cession  she  sought 
for  from  us.  With  respect  to  Mr.  Jay,  he  »dd  no 
more  of  him  than  that,  in  the  ordinary  routine  of 
business,  the  treaty  had  been  referred  to  him,  and 
tl^t  he.  in  a  long  report,  which  was  considered  a 
very  able  performance,  recommended  the  adoption 
of  the  treaty.  He  did  not  by  any  means  detract 
from  the  character  of  Mr.  Jay^.] 

Mr.  Storrs  said  he  did  not  suppose  that  the 
gentleman  did  intend  to  detraet  from  the  character 
of  Mr.  Jay;  because  he  knew  him  to  be  incapable 
of  it.  But,  when  first  up,  the  oentleman  had  not 
stated  the  matter  as  clearly  as  he  had  now  done. 
Mr.  S.  said  he  was  certain  Mr.  Jay  never  would 
have  agreed  to  surrender  the  right  of  navigating 
the  Mississippi,  without  what  he  had  at  leastdeemed 
an  equivalent  benefit  to  the  country  yielded  by 
Spain.  What  was  rc^Uy  the  fact,  as  it  now  ap- 
posed ?  That  a  foreign  nation  offered  to  us  a 
treaty,  under  the  old  Confederation,  which  one 
part  of  the  nation  thought  it  their  interest  to  ac- 
cept, and  the  other  did  not.  Was  there  any  thing 
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important  in  this  transaction  ?  Qnly  in  one  point 
of  view,  and  that  rather  an  unhappy  one :  as  show- 
ing, that  there  did  exist  in  the  Old  Congress  a 
contrariety  of  views,  which  we  should  rather  be 
ashamed  to  develope  than  anxious  to  publish.  I 
mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Jay,  said  Mr.  S.,  be- 
cause it  had  been  brought  into  the  debate ;  and  I 
now  take  the  opportunity  to  say,  that  this  nation 
will  be  unfit  for  freedom  whenever  the  name  of 
John  Jay  shall  cease  to  be  venerated  from  one  end 
of  the  continent  to  the  other.  As  to  the  effect  of 
this  resolve,  if  agreed  to,  Mr.  S.  said  it  would  serve 
to  teach  to  th^e  Powers  of  Europe  our  weakness. 
They  will  find  from  it  the  grounds  on  which  this 
Confederacy  is  most  accessible  to  attack — the  dif- 
ferent interests  to  which  they  may  appeal,  if  it  be 
an  object  with  them  to  attempt  the  severance  of 
the  Union.  The  same  interests,  said  he,  exist  at 
this  day  as  did  then«  I  need  only  refer  to  the  sub- 
ject (the  Missouri  question)  which  is  now  agitated 
in  this  House,  to  show  that  it  would  be  extremely 
unwise  to  devdope,  to  those  who  may  be  hereafter 
our  enemies,  the  avenues  by  which  we  may  be  as- 
sailed. To  pass  this  resolve  might  answer  another 
purpose,  also  to  be  ^eprecated.  It  would  show  to 
the  present  feneration,  after  their  fathers  had  de- 
scended to  their  graves,  those  things  which  ought 
never  to  be  touched.  We  know  that  the  Old  Con- 
gress was  composed  of  members,  representing  rather 
legislatures  than  the  people  of  the  States,  and  in 
many  cases  legislated  with  a  view  to  their  particu- 
lar political  interests :  they  were  not,  as  the  Con- 
gress of  the  present  Uovernment,  a  representation 
of  the  people.  The  publication  of  this,  Journal 
would  only  add  fuel  to  the  flame  of  dissensions, 
already  sufficiently  great.  Are  we  not,  he  asked, 
warm  enough  akeady  ?  Have  there  not  been  de- 
bates which  show  that  our  zeal  wants  no  additional 
excitement  here  ?  Is  it  not  wise — is  it  not  prudent, 
till  we  are  once  more  seated  in  domestic  peace, 
that  we  should  suffer  that  Journal  to  slumber  where 
it  now  reposes ;  that  it  should  remain  until  the 
men  i^ho  were  actors  in  public  life  at  that  day, 
and,  if  possible,  until  with  them  all  the  prejudices 
and  resentments  arbing  out  of  sectional  interests, 
shall  have  passed  away  ?  Under  the  influence  or 
that  impression, Mr.  S.  said  he  hoped  the  resolution 
would  be  rejected. 

Mr.  Randolph,  of  Virginia^said,  in  rising,  that 
the  observations  or  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
were  not  the  only  observations,  that  he  had  ever 
heard  on  the  floor  of  this  House  or  out  of  it,  against 
a  proposition,  which  went  (in  his^  judgment)  pow- 
erfully to  support  it.  He  agreed,  wiin  the  hono- 
rable gentleman  who  had  inst  sat  down  that,  to 
use  the  coarse  expression  of  a  man  whose  name,  if 
fame,  if  notoriety,  was  an  object,  would  last  as 
long  as  the  world  whose  destinies  he  had  so  im- 
portant an  agency  in  governing — ^we  should  wash 
our  dirty  linen  at  home.  But  me  proposition  now 
was,  to  commit  this  resolution — to  inquire,  in  fact, 
whether  or  not  it  was  expedient* to  adopt  it:  and 
was  the  honorable  gentleman  afraid  to  trust  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House  1  Mr.  R.  said  he  had  nothing 
to  say  irreverent  of  the  name  of  John  Jay,  or  of  any 
other  of  the  patrts  comcripU  of  our  better  times 
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But  nothing  could  be  more  fallacious  than  the 
notion  of  keeping  the  Cabinets  of  Europe  out  of 
our  secrets  by  refusing  to  publish  them  by  our  au- 
thority. The  Minister  of  Spain  had  long  ago  in- 
formed his  Government  of  every  thing  relatmg  to 
this  matter ;  and  in  the  archives  of  the  Escurial 
or  of  Saint  Ildefonso  might  be  already  found  every 
thing  it  was  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  disclose 
to  them.  When  this  publication  should  have  been 
made,  Mr.  R.  said  he  should  himself  learn  from  it 
nothing  new :  but  was  it  not  important,  he  asked, 
that  the  people  should  be  informed  on  those  matters 
which  the  gentleman  from  New  York  was  so  de- 
sirous, and  so  unavailingly  desirous,  of  keeping 
from  the  crowned  heads  of  Europe — or,  rather, 
from  their  Ministers?  He  was  on  the  point,  he 
said,  of  expressing  this  wish  :  that  at  Paris,  or  some 
other  spot,  there  should  be  a  repository  in  which 
all  the  records  of  diplomacy  might  be  preserved, 
that  history  might  rest  on  her  own  basis.  He 
trusted  that  all  the  transactions  of  our  Government 
would  be  developed,  when  thev  could  be  no  longer 
injurious  to  the  feelings,  the  characters,  or  reputa- 
tions of  those  who  were  living.  With  regard  to 
the  knowledge  of  foreign  nations  respecting  us, 
Mr.  R.  said  they  knew  the  only  mode  in  which 
this  Republic,  or  any  other,  is  assailable.  Divide 
et  impera — that,  said  he,  is  the  tvrants'  maxim; 
that  is  the  way  in  which  they  will  approach  us — 
and,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  that  materials  for  their  op- 
erations are  daily  furnishing,  ready  to  their  hand. 

Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee,  said,  in  his  opinion  the 
House  ought  not  to  hesitate  a  moment  to  pass  this 
resolution.  They  had  gone  too  far  already  to  stop 
here.  Every  thing  else  was  already  ordered  to  be 
published :  and  why  should  this  fragment  of  our 
records  remain  in  secrecy  ?  IVJp  plausible  reason 
could  be  assigned  for  it :  the  Journal  in  question 
could  contain  no  secret  which  all  the  world  might 
not  know.  The  nation  was  entitled  to  know  every 
thing  about  its  own  history,  no  matter  who  shotdd 
be  involved  in  the  disclosure.  If  the  facts  were 
unimportant,  the  publication  could  do  no  harm ; 
if  they  were  important,  they  ought  to  be  disclosed. 
He  hoped  the  motion  for  a  commitment  would  be 
withdrawn,  and  that  the  resolve  would  be  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  where  it  might 
be  considered  and  amended  without  delay.  A  sup- 
pression of  a  part  of  the  Journal,  the  remainder 
being  published,  would,  in  his  opinion,  operate 
injuriously. 

Mr.  Strother  again  addressed  the  Chair.  The 
ffentleman  from  New  York  had  said,  we  ought  to 
be  ashamed  to  make  the  developement  proposed 
by  this  resolve.  We  are  so  organized,  said  Mr. 
9.,  as  to  differ  in  our  faculties ;  one  to  possess  a 
particular  quality — another  one  another :  one  may 
sport  his  chapeau  bras,  whilst  another  presents 
himself  in  the  coarse  garb  of  a  Republican*  I  am 
sorry,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  cannot  exhibit  myself  with 
the  virtues  of  a  courtier  to  recommend  me.  I 
come  oply  with  claims  to  the  confidence  oJT  the 
hardy  yeomanry,  on  whose  intelligence  I  rely,  and 
in  whose  virtue  I  confide.  The  compliment, 
"vdiich  the  gentleman  has  paid  to  Mr.  Jay,  may 
pass  for  as  much  as  it  is  worth.    If  I  do  not  say 


more  of  it,  my  forbearance  will  be  attributed  to  the 
reverence  which  I  bear  to  old  age.  Let  the  swr- 
vivors  of  those  who  were  so  long  ago  in  pablic  life 
descend  smoothly  to  the  tomb,  and  there  be  pro- 
tected from  the  censure  of  the  world.  I  am  not 
disposed,  at  this  time,  and,  unless  political  objects 
require  it,  I  shall  not  be  disposed,  now  or  hereafter. 
to  furnish  my  opinion  of  that  gentleman's  political 
character.  But,  if  his  friends  make  it  necessary,  1 
shall  present  my  views  on  that  point.  It  had  been 
intimated  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  that 
the  Congress  of  the  Confederation  had  no  natioiial 
views ;  but  that  each  member  acted  for  his  own 
interests.  Permit  me,  said  Mr.  S.,  to  protect  even 
the  gentleman's  friend,  Mr.  Jay,  from  this  imputa- 
tion. What,  sir!  The  patriots  and  statesmen 
who  carried  us  through  the  toils  and  stniggles  of 
the  Revolution — did  tiey  not  come  out  of  Uiat  fur- 
nace with  their  virtues  brightened,  and  their  fiiail- 
ties  fallen  off?  Did  they  not  look  with  a  pro]^ietic 
eye  on  the  destiny  of  the  nation,  and  enoeavor  to 
accelerate  its  progress  to  its  present  elevated  sta- 
tion ?  If  a  body  of  men  ever  existed  "who  were 
entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  a  nation  and  to  the  ad- 
miration of  the  world,  it  was  the  Continental 
Congress. 

On  the  subject  of  excitement,  Mr.  S.  said  a  few 
words.  Every  great  national  question  prodoces 
some  excitement ;  it  is  excitement  that  gives  elas- 
ticity to  the  human  mind,  and  enlarges  the  sphere 
of  human  action.  It  is  a  powerful  agent  in  hu- 
man improvement.  Its  existence  is  to  be  regretted 
only  when  evil  spirits  take  advantage  of  it,  *^to 
ride  on  the  whirlwind  and  direct  the  storm."  With 
respect  to  those  who,  between  1783  and  1789,  oc- 
cupied seats  in  Congress,  he  would  not  at  present, 
say  any  thing.  If  tliey  were  patriots,  thc^e  who 
were  living  were  entitled  to  the  respect  of  the  na- 
tion, and  the  memory  of  those  should  be  embalm- 
ed who  were  now  no  more.  Not  a  leaf  should  be 
stripped  from  the  laurel  wreath  which  entwines 
the  brow  of  the  virtuous  statesman.  It  is  the  traitor 
only,  who,  with  unholy  views,  decks  himself  in 
the  garb  of  patriotism,  who  fears  exposure,  and 
who  can  have  any  thing  to  fear  from  mis  proposi-  f 
tion.  In  regard  to  party  feelings,  Mr.  S.  said  his 
humble  path  through  political  life  had  not  be«i 
marked  by  a  single  instance  of  party  bitterness  or 
acerbity.  He  knew  itideed  the  workings  of  ambi- 
tion ;  but  with  those  influenced  by  that  paasion  he 
was  perfectly  willing  to  exchange  hands,  at  the 
same  time  his  best  endeavors  were  used  to  counter- 
act their  objects.  Were  there  not,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
gentlemen  from  the  South  in  the  Old  Con^rr^ss,  as 
well  as  from  the  North  ?  If,  said  he,  I  had  local 
feelings  and  pride,  and  I  could  believe  that  the 
fame  of  friends  of  mine  would  be  affected  by  the 
disclosure  of  what  is  now  in  darkness,  woald  they 
not  naturally  rouse  my  exertions  to  defeat  the  ex- 
position ?  But,  sir,  my  friends  and  enemies  stand 
on  their  own  merit.  I  love  Plato ;  but  I  lore  yir- 
tue  better.  There  are  some  men  reaching  afler 
political  power  they  have  not  yet  enjoyed,  who 
may  shrink  from  this  test ;  but  I  do  not  dee  *vHiy 
objection  should  be  made  to  it  from  any  other  qaar- 
ter.    With  regard  to  the  effect  of  this  dtsclosare 
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QVk  the  pending  controyersy,  Mr.  S.  trosted  that 
the  debate  on  the  Missouri  question  would  not  last 
six  months ;  and  it  would  be  that  time  at  least, 
and  perhaps  twelve  months,  before  this  Journal 
could  be  published.  On  this  occasion^  or  when- 
erer  any  political  movement  is  proposed,  a  separa- 
tion of  the  Union  meets  us  at  every  turn — but  it 
is  a  spectre  merely,  which  there  is  no  danger  of 
I  betng  coBirerted  into  sober  reality.  Politicalglad- 
I  iators  may  use  it  in  argument,  mit  the  people  are 
bound  tether  by  adamantine  ties,  not  to  be  loosen- 
ed by  any  one  ot  the  present  day-  With  respect 
lo  l(«  eni&dfen  of  those  who  are  gode,  if  tneir 
parents  had  acted  properly,  let  their  example  be 
imitated ;  if  otherwise,  a  knowledge  of  it  would 
be  ^e  best  legacy  to  their  posterity.  Mr.  S.  con- 
diidcd  by  ex^essing  his  regret  that  so  much  time 
hmi  been  consumed  in  this  discussion ;  if  he  could 
ksLve  anticipated  it,  he  did  not  know  but  he  should 
bave  deferred  his  motion. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  spoke  against  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  resolve.    If  Ke  wished  to  walk  among 
the  tombs  of  his  ancestors ;  to  visit  the  graves  of 
the  venerable  patriots  who  framed  the  Constitution 
of  the  country,  and  discharged  the  important  du- 
ties of  government  during  the  Confederation,  and 
inscribe  on  their  tombs  censure  or  approbation,  he 
would  vote  for  this  resolution,  because  it  would 
produce  the  infonnation  necessary  to  enable  him 
to  do  80.    But  the  information  comjoaunioated  by 
^e  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  had  ^satisfied 
him  that  the  resolve  ought  not  to  be  adopted.  The 
country,  he  said,  was  now  n^ly  rent  in  twain, 
by  an  agitation,  almost  as  serious  as  that  of  the 
Western  insurrection,  or  of  the  discovery  of  the 
Spanish  conspiracy.    The  statement  which  had 
been  made  by  theg[entleman  from  South  Carolina, 
was  calculated  to  increase  that  excitement.     The 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  country  required,  Mr. 
cT said,  that  the  wounds  which  time  had  cica- 
trized, should  not  be  opened  again ;  that  the  veil 
w'hich  had  been  dropt  over  the  incidents  of  that 
ilpiy  should  not  now  be  lifted.    With  respect  to 
^hat  statement,  the  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina must  excuse  him  for  saying,  that,  from  the 
lapsa  of  time,  Mr.  C.  apprehend^  he  had  forgot- 
-  len  the  objection  which  he  owed,  as  a  member 
'      of  the  Old  Congress,  not  to  divulge  its  proceed- 
>     ,  ings.     The  character  of  that  gentlonan  forbade 
^       the  imputation  to  him  of  any  incorrect  motive ; 
^      bat.  if  the  proceedings  were  secret  at  the  time, 
^      and  so  ordered  to  remain,  they  should  not  now 
^      have  been  disclosed,  unless  some  important  emer- 
'      gewsf  required  it.    The  hint  already  ffiven  was 
i      sufficient  to  aiouse  feelings  which  should  lie  dor- 
^      mant.     Washington,  the  sage  and  patriot,  had 
ipecon»mended  that  the  veil  which  covered  the 
i-      ccmflicts  of  that  day,  should  not  be  lifted ;  and 
^      bis  warninff  voice  against  the  encouragement  of 
ioeal  prdmdiees  and  sectional  distinctions,  operate 
f      ^,  Mr.  U.  said,  on  his  mind  forcibly  on  this  oc- 
)      easion.    On  further  consideration  ol  this  subject, 
i      JAf*  C  said,  he  thought  gentlemen  would  agree 
»      -with  him  there  were  strong  reasons  against  act- 
F      ing  00  it  as  pron)8ed.    The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
g^jM  bad  orgea  the  adoption  of  thii  resolution 


as  the  representative  of  the  hardy  yeomanry — in 
the  name  of  the  people  of  whom  he  is  the  servant. 
It  is  for  the  interest,  the  peace,  the  tranquillity  of 
those  p»eople,  said  Mr.  C,  that  I  wish  to  see  this 
resolution  laid  in  eternal  sleep  \  that  it  shall  lie 
with  the  ashes  of  the  departed  which  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  disturb.  Many  of  the  actors  of  that  day 
have  gone  off  the  stage  of  life.  Some  of  them 
may,  in  their  political  course,  have  committed 
what  we  now  consider  errors.  But,  is  nothing 
due  to  him,  who,  on  'reflection,  abandpns  an  erro- 
neous course,  and  pursues  the  proper  interest  of  his 
country  7  Is  he  not  to  be  sheltered  from  reproach 
for  errors  committed  in  the  outset  of  his  life  ?  Mr. 
C.  thought  it  important  that  those  things  which 
the  venerable  fathers  of  the  land  had  kept  secret 
should  not  now  be  brought  up,  bv^vvrit  of  error, 
to  be  reversed  before  the  tribunal  of  the  peoide. 
He  was  willing  to  submit  this  question  to  the  elda^ 
of  the  country ;  they  had  decided  on  it — their  de- 
cision had  been  long  acquiesced  in,  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  undertake  to  revise  their  ^ 
decision. 

Mr.  PiNCKNEY  said  that  he  had  just  been  in- 
formed that,  under  the  resolution  of  the  last  Con- 
gress, the  President  apd  Secretary  of  State  h^ 
considered  themselves  authorized  to  publish  the 
whole  of  the  secret  journal,  as  well  after  as  before 
the  Treaty  of  1783.  If  so,  there  was  of  course  no 
occasion  to  act  further  on  this  subject.* 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Marvland,  said  he  could  not 
readily  express  the  astonishment  he  felt  at  the  on- 
position  given  to  the  resolution  then  before  the 
House ;  tor  he  did  not  suppose  there  would  have 
been  the  least  hesitation  m  adopting  it.  He  be- 
lieved the  public  proceedings  of  our  Government, 
and  the  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  con- 
fidential communications,  had  been  published  up 
to  the  yesyr  1783.  From  that  period  to  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  Government,  if  we  have  not 
been  left  altogether  in  the  dark,  we  have  certainly 
a  very  imperfect  and  indistinct  knowledge  of  the 
important  measures  which  were  then  acted  on  by 
those  in  power.  Why  the  proceedings  of  our  pub- 
lic characters,  for  the  period  alluded  to,  should  be 
concealed  from  the  view  of  the  citizens  of  this 
country,  he  was  altogether  at  a  loss  to  under.stand. 
He  was  informed,  from  very  good  authority,  and 
by  some  who  were  members  of  Congress  at  that 
time,  that  subjects  were  discussed,  and  questions 
brought  before  theia,  of  great  national  importance ; 
many  of  which  had  been  communicated  to,  and 
were  distinctly  understood  by  Governments  in  Eu- 

•  Thii  is  fact  Under  the  rcsolation  of  Congress, 
of  the  27th  March,  1818,  which  provides  for  the  pnb- 
Kcation  of  the  secret  joarnals  of  the  acU  and  proceed- 
ingB  and  the  foreign  oorrespondence  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  the  oonstruction  has  been  saeh  as 
to  include  the  period  subseguent  to  the  treaty  of  lt89. 
Had  this  been  known  to  the  mover  of  the  resolve  now 
debated,  of  coarse  it  wcHild  not  have  been  introdaced. 
The  allusions  in  the  debate  were,  however^  of  such  a 
nature,  that,  having  a  sketch  of  it. in  possession,  ws 
did  not  feel  ourselves  justified  in  withholding  it  from 
the  public  eye. — Editors  National  Intelligencer. 
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rope,  whilst  the  knowledge  of  them  in  this  coun- 
try was  chiefly  confined  to  those  who  were  at  that 
time  actors  on  our  great  political  theatre.  They 
had  heea  denominated  the  secret  proceeding  of 
Congress,  and  under  that  appellation  had  neen 
con<^ed  from  public  scrutiny.  This  doctrine  of 
secret  proceedings^  and  thereby  concealing  from  the 
public  eye  measures  important  in  their  conse- 
quences, and  which  ought  to  be  known  to  the  citi- 
zens of  this  country,  is  a  doctrine  against  which 
he  would  take  leare  to  enter  his  solemn  protest. 
It  was  a  doctrine  which  might  be  advocated  and 
maintained  under  some  Goyemments;  but  it  was 
one  which  he  considered  altogether  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  and  genius  of  Republicanism.  In 
a  Republic  the  people  ou^ht  to  know,  they  had  a 
riffht  to  know,  the  political  course  pursued  bv  those 
whom  they  had  clothed  with  power.  He  had  no 
fear,  Mr.  W.  said,  of  trusting  the  people  of  this 
country  with  a  full  knowledc^  of  theu*  political 
concerns;  he  had  great  confidence  in  their  wis- 
dom, their  prudence,  and  their  patriotism.  If, 
upon  the  puolication  of  these  secret  proceedings, 
it  should  be  found  that  the  estimate  which  had  | 
been  made  of  the  public  worth  of  men,  had  been  | 
a  mistaken  one,  it  mis;ht,  perhaps,  be  a  cause  of  | 
regret,  bnt^  so  far  from  being  an  argument  against  \ 
their  publication,  he  conceived  it  to  be  one  of  the 
most  cogent  reasons  that  could  be  assigned  in  sup- 
port of  me  measure.  Men  ought  to  stand  or  fall, 
m  public  estimation,  according  to  their  intrinsic 
merit  or  demerit.  The  acts  of  men  on  great  and 
important  political  questions,  is  the  standard  by 
which  they  ought  to  be  judged.  But  it  had  been 
urged  that  the  proceedings  of  those  days  should  be 
buried  in  profound  obscurity ;  that  the  veil  of  se- 
cresy  should  not  be  withdrawn,  lest  a  disclosure 
of  tnose  occurrences  should  revive  unpleasant  re-  ! 
collections,  and  cause  unnecessary  excitement  in 
the  public  mind ;  and,  to  enforce  these  admoni- 
tions, our  attention  had  been  called  to  the  excite- 
ment which  has  existed  during  the  discussion  of 
an  important  subject^  (the  Missouri  question,)  now 
'under  the  consideration  of  this  House.  Is  it  an 
unusual  or  extraordinary  occurrence^  said  Mr.  W., 
that  some  excitement  should  exist  m  a  delibera- 
tive assembly,  when  engaged  in  the  discussion  of 
a  question  consid^ed  by  some  gentlemen  of  vital 
importance  to  the  great  interests  of  our  country, 
as  it  rdates  to  our  present  happiness  and  prosper- 
ity, and  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  future  gen- 
erations, and  a  question,  too,  on  which  ffreat  di- 
versity of  opinion  may  fairl]^  exist.  So  far  from 
those  occurrences  beins  considered  unusual  or  un- 
expected, he  thought  they  might,  on  all  occasions, 
be  expected,  where  a  deep  interest  was  felt  in  what 
might  be  the  result  or  important  deliberations. 
But,  whether  the  publication  of  the  acts  of  men 
invested  with  authority,  which  acts  it  was,  in  his 
jud^ent,  essential  for  the  people  of  this  country 
distmctly  to  understand,  would  or  would  not  oc- 
casion excitement  on  the  floor  of  that  House,  or  in 
an^r  other  place,  was  a  consideration,  Mr.  W.  said, 
which  would  never  have  weight  with  him ;  he, 
therefore,  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted, 
and  the  important  proceedings  of  those   times 


published,  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Amer- 
ica. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  referrmg  the 
resolve  to  a  select  committee,  and  was  decided  in 
the  aflSrmative. 

THE  MI860URI  BILL. 
The  House  spent  some  time  in  Committee  (^ 
the  Whole,  on  tne  Missouri  bill.  Mr.  RARDOLra 
spoke  for  some  time,  in  continuation  of  the  arga- 
ment  he  conunenced  yesterday.  When  he  con- 
cluded, the  Committee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Haruin,  who  is.  according  to  usa^^  now  entitled 
to  the  floor ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  February  4. 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  petition  of  two  hundred 
and  ninety  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton^ in  the  District  of  Columbia,  praying  that  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  of  stid 
county  may  be  extended  to  sums  of  fifty  doUars ; 
that  the  said  justices  may  be  authorized  to  issue 
executions  on  judgments  rendered  by  them  respec- 
tively ;  and  that  sundry  alterations,  therein  speci- 
fied, may  be  made  in  the  judicial  system  of  sud 
county ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Cobb  presented  a  petition  of  Andrew  Low, 
Robert  Isaac,  and  James  McHoiry,  merchants  of 
Savannah,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  trading  under 
the  firm  of  Andrew  Low  &  Co.,  stating  that  mer- 
chandise imported  by  them  into  the  port  of  Sav- 
annah, amounting  to  upwards  of  one  nundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  was  destroyed  at  the  late 
fire  which  consumed  so  larse  aportion  of  that  rity ; 
that  they  had  paid  into  the  Treasury  upwards  of 
fourteen  thousand  dollars,  duties:  on  sajd  goods,  ^ 
and  that  twenty-seven  thousand  dolhirs  yet  remain 
to  be  paid,  ana  praying  that  the  last  mentitmed 
sum  may  be  remitted  to  them,  and  that  they  may 
be  empowered  to  import,  free  of  duty,  goods  to  an 
amount  equal  to  that  upon  which  they  so  paid  ^ 
duty ;  which  petition  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  fiom 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  covwing  an  abstract  of 
the  expenditures  on  account  of  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy,  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
on  the  90th  September,  1819,  rendered  in  pursuance 
of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1809 ;  which  wis 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Williams,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Stephen  Baxter. 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  said 
Baxter,  late  a  paymaster  of  the  third  regiment  of 
New  York  volunteers;  which  was  read  twice,  asi 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Hootf 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  ANUERsoif,  from  the  Conmiittee  to  whoo 
was  referred  the  "  resolution  to  authorize  the  pub- 
lication of  part  of  the  Secret  Journal  of  Congreci 
under  the  Articles  of  Confederation,"  reported  the 
same  with  an  amendment,  which  was  read,  and, 
with  the  resolution,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  tabJe. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  were  dis- 
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charged  firom  the  further  eonsideration  of  the  peti- 
tiDn  of  James  SimpsoD)  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Slocdsib,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  requested  to  communicate 
to  this  Ho^se  if  any,  and  what,  progress  has  J)een 
made  xfi  surveying  certain  parts  oi  the  coast  of 
I  North  Carolina,  and  in  ascertaining  the  latitude 
I  and  longitude  of  the  extreme  points  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras,  Cape  Lookout,  and  Cape  Fear,  pursuant 
to  a  resolution,  approved  19th  Januarv,  1819. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  were  directed  to  report  whether^  in 
their  opinion,  it  would  be  expedient  to  erect  a 
lighthouse  on  the  south  coast  of  Lake  Erie,  at  or 
neair  the  confluence  of  its  waters  with  those  of 
Sandusky  Bay. 

ACCOUNTABILiry  FOR  PUBLIC  MONEYS. 
Mr.  Ranuolph  rose  to  oHer  a  motion,  having 
for  its  object  an  inquiry  respecting,  the  enforcing 
a  stricter  accountability  for  the  public  moneys, 
dec.    The  United  States  reminded  him,  he  said, 
of  those  generous  and  gallant  younff  fellows,  ready 
to  do  justice,  at  all  times,  to  everybody  but  them- 
selves.   The  moneys  of  the  United  States  were 
scattered  over  the  country  from  Passamaquoddy 
to  Yellow  Stone — ^from  Cidcago  to  Mobile,  in  a 
manner  which  would  fritter  away  the  resources 
of  any  other  nation  in  the  world  than  this.    No- 
thing, said  he,  but  the  rapid  growth  of  the  infant 
Hercules  has  enabled  us  to  support  this  dilapida- 
tion of  the  public  estate.    We  are  something  like 
the  (Georgia  and  Virginia  planters — cotton  being 
at  fifty  cents,  and  tobacco  at  thirty  dollars.    Do 
you  want  a  tooth-pick?    Take  a  hundred  dollars. 
Do  you  want  a  tooth-brush?     Take  a  hundred 
dollars.    Do  you  want  tooth-powder?     Take  a 
hundred  dollars.    And,  sir,  we  want  pens,  paper, 
and  ink  \  and  these  different  wants  supply  busi- 
ness for  several  individuals,  to  whom  money  is 
advanced^  to  be  accounted  for  hereafter,    h  it  ac- 
counted for?    What  is  the  deficit  now?    It  ex- 
ceeds greatly  the  average  annual  revenue  dur- 
ing the  administration  of  Washington.    Let  us 
see,  said   he.  the  aggr^ate   receipts  on  which 
I       the  father  of  nis  country,  as  he  has  been  over  and 
\       over  called,  administered  the  Grovemment  of  the 
I       United  States.    From  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to 
I       the  3l8t  of  December,  1791,  making  almost  half 
i       of  his  first  term  of  service,  the  receipts  into  the 
ii       Treasitty  amounted  to  $4,400,000.    For  the  year 
I      ensuing,  they  were  only  $3,600,000 ;  for  the  year 
i      following,  $4,600,000.    These  were  the  receipts  of 
\       the  four  years  composing  the  first  Presidency.    In 
['      the  first  year  of  the  next  term,  the  revenue  was 
rt       $5,100,000 ;  for  the  next,  $5,900,000  :  and  for  the 
r      last,  $7,000,000.    These  facts,  Mr.  R.  said,  were 
i       conclusive.    They  spoke  to  the  understanaing  of 
every  man  who  kept  his  eye  on  the  receipts  and 
I       expenditures  of  the  Government.    I  recollect^  said 
he,  when  we  thought,  if  we  could  get  a  receipt  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars — of  which,  seven  millions 
*      went  to  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  shortly  after,  on 
I       the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  eight  millions — ^we 
(      ahould  be  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  experiment 


Was  there  no  way,  Mr.  R.  asked,  to  recover  the 
public  assets  from  the  hands  of  those  who  were 
living  on  the  public  funds  ?  This  system  would 
not  answer — a  system  more  simple  might  answer 
in  the  case  of  the  United  States,  as  he  knew  it 
would  in  that  of  this  Hovise.  For  what^  said  he, 
is  CUT  situation  ?  We  meet  in  a  room  m  which 
we  can  neither  hear  nor  see — but  evei^  the  blind 
can  perceive  what  I  wish  to  bring  to  the  attention 
of  the  House — it  is  the  universal  dilapidation  of 
the  public  funds.  As  for  accommodation  and 
adaptation  to  public  business,  I  should  as  soon 
think  of  attempting  to  be  heard  across  the  Poto- 
mac, in  the  face  ot  a  northwester,  as  to  be  heard 
here,  where  the  physical  triumphs  over  the  intel- 
lectual power.  Have  gentlemen  adverted,  Mr.  R. 
asked,  to  how.  much  of  the  money  of  the  public 
was  in  the  hands  of  the  Columbia  banics,  or  how 
it  got  there  ?  And  do  w^  said  he,  know  any  thing 
of  the  Central  Bank,  the  Patriotic  Bank,  and  of 
the  other  banks,  so  numerous  that  it  would  be  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  repeat  their  titles?  For  my 
part,  continued  Mr.  R.,  I  am  not  at  all  sorry  for 
the  efi*ect  which  the  public  at  this  time  experience, 
although  perhaps  I  pay  as  dearly  for  it  as  most  of 
us — I  lament  the  cause — ^buL  sir,  we  are  punished, 
if  I  may  use  the  term,  in  tne  ofiending  member. 
I  trust  It  may  bring  us  to  a  sense,  tiot,only[  of  what 
is  best  for  our  own  selves,  but  of  what  is  due  to 
our  constituents ;  that  the  system  of  peculation 
shall  be  broken  up ;  that  the  Augean  stable  shall 
be  cleansed ;  that  the  stream  of  public  treasure, 
compared  to  which  the  Missouri  itself  is  but  a  rill, 
shall  not  be  dammed  up  by  peculators  and  default- 
ers, &c.   Mr.  R.  said  he  would  therefore  move — 

'<  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  directed  to 
report  to  this  House  such  measures  as,  in  hii  opinion, 
may  be  expedient  to  enforce  the  more  speedv  payment 
of  public  moneys,  due  from  individuals  and  corporate 
bodies  in  the  L^nited  SUtet." 

Mr.  Lowndes  said  he  had  no  objection  what- 
ever to  the  object  of  this  motion.  He  would  only 
remark,  that  a  part  of  it  appeared  to  him  to  be 
comprehended  in  calls  already  made  on  the  Trea- 
sury Department,  and  a  part  of  it  within  thepre- 
scribed  duties  of  a  committee  of  this  House.  With 
regard  to  the  unaccounted-for  moneys  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  Mr.  L.  conceived  both  the  facts  and 
apprehensions  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to 
be  exaggerated.  In  order  to  take  a  correct  view 
of  the  subject,  he  suggested  the  propriety  of  so 
modifying  the  resolution  as  to  call  for  an  accurate 
statement  of  the  amount  of  public  moneys  out- 
standing and  unaccounted  for,  dbc. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  would  readily  agree  to 
modify  his  motion  in  the  manner  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  gentle- 
man, should  deem  it  expedient  to  effectuate  the 
object  of  it.  If  the  gentleman  would  prepare  such 
an  amendment,  he  would  adopt  it  with  oleasure. 
The  resolution,  he  said,  must  speak  for  itself. 
While  up,  he  would  observe  that,  with  regard  to 
the  banks  of  this  District,  while  he  had  mentioned 
one  or  two  by  name,  he  did  not  know  that  there 
was  a  pin  to  choose  between  them.  He  had  no 
idea,  he  said,  of  selling  off  the  public  lands,  increas- 
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ing  the  balances  already  due  for  them,  and  making 
up  the  present  deficit  by  taxes  on  the  people,  when 
it  could  be  made  up  merely  by  making  these  leeches 
disgorge.  The  honorable  gentleman  has  mistaken 
me,  said  Mr.  R.,  if  he  supposes  I  have  any  hostility 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  have  none. 
But.  Mr.  Speaker,  you  know  very  well — no  man 
ought  to  know  better — what  it  is  to  disturb  a  hor- 
net's nest.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  not 
going  to  array  himself  against  these  individuals 
without  a  call  from  this  House.  The  present  sys- 
tem, Mr.  R.  said,  would  not  work;  and,  if  it 
would  not,  we  must  either  go  on  with  it  as  it  is, 
and  continue  to  increase  the  public  burdens,  or  we 
must  endeavor  to  get  rid  of  it.  He  wished  that 
the  present  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  for- 
mer Secretary  of  the  Treasury — of  wnose  intended 
return  to  this  country  rumors  were  afloat — or  some 
one  of  equal  capacity  with  either,  would  devote 
himself  to  rectifying  the  disorders  m  the  public 
expenditures.  The  disorder  in  the  receipts  was 
bad  enough — no  other  Government,  perhaps,  could 
go  on  with  it — but  when  to  this  was  added  the  dis- 
orders in  the  expenditures,  CroBSUs  himself  could 
not  sustain  it.  The  English,  Mr.  R.  said,  were 
remarkable  for  having  brought  their  system  of  col- 
lection to  the  least  possible  expense — ^ne  would  not 
say  to  perfection,  but  certainly  much  nearer  it  than 
we  have  attained.  France,  though  her  revenue  be 
not  so  cheaply  collected  as  that  of  England,  yet, 
as  far  as  his  information  extended,  in  the  economy 
of  its  expenditures  greatly  surpassed  her.  The 
English  are  profuse  in  their  exnenditurc — bespoke 
not  of  the  gross  amount,  or  or  the  object,  whether 
great  armies,  the  navy,  &c.,  but  of  the  dollar  for 
dollar's  worth.  But,  ne  said,  we  are  more  profuse 
in  the  expense  of  the  collection  of  revenue  than 
either  of  these  Powers,  and  we  outdo  the  outdo- 
ings  of  every  former  generation  in  the  profusion 
of  expenditure  and  total  want  of  responsibility  in 
public  agents.  Now,  said  he,  meo  periado,  I  un- 
dertake to  say,  if  you  will  call  in  the  balances  due 
to  the  Government  from  individuals ;  if  you  will 
make  the  great  corporations  and  men  who  pass  for 
rich,  with  public  moneys  in  their  hands ;  if  you 
will  make  tncse  leeches  disgorge ;  if  you  will  make 
them  pay  the  people,  it  will  cure  your  deficit ;  it 
will  make  it  unnecessary  to  lay  taxes.  They  do 
not  pay  interest  on  the  money  they  hold ;  and  very 
likely  if  you  authorize  a  loan  they  will  take  it — 
and  who  are  better  able  than  men  who  have  both 
their  pockets  stuffed  with  public  money  ?  Mr  R. 
said  he  hoped  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wotrid 
consider  it  a  part  of  his  duty,  in  suggesting  a  reme- 
dy, to  give  the  House  some  little  history  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease.  If,  however,  it  snould  be 
thought  necessary  specially  to  require  it,  he  had  no 
objection  so  to  modify  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Trimble  said  ne  should  not  oppose  the  reso- 
lution, although  a  special  committee  of  the  House 
had  the  subject  in  charge ;  he  should  vote  for  it, 
because  it  would  unquestionably  relieve  him,  as  one 
of  that  committee,  from  a  portion  of  the  duties  he 
had  to  petfonn.  At  the  same  time  he  begged  leave 
to  say,  that  the  committee  of  which  he  was  one 
had  not  been  idle ;  and  that,  as  to  the  reference  to 


the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  facts,  all  the 
information  required  had  been,  or  was  in  the  way 
of  being,  furnished  to  the  committee,  of  which  he 
happened  to  be  chairman.  In  the  course  of  the 
examination  which  he  had  had  an  opportimity  d 
making  into  this  subject,  he  had  the  satisfaction  d 
finding  that  not  a  single  dollar  had  been  applied 
in  malversation  of  the  public  moneys.  That  there 
were  sums  of  money  in  the  hands  of  paymasters 
and  quartermasters,  and  other  public  agents,  to  a 
large  amount,  was  certainly  true.  Menf  of  the 
accounts  had  not  yet  been  settled,  for  the  wuU  of 
time.  Large  sums  might  be  lost  to  the  Oorvm- 
ment  by  some  of  these  agents,  not  from  the  want 
of  means  or  of  disposition  to  enforce  the  paymeat 
of  them,  but  from  the  insolvency  of  the  indinduals. 
But,  with  respect  to  any  moneys  in  the  hands  of 
public  agents,  Mr.  T.  said  it  must  be  evident  they 
constituted  no  available  fund.  Whether  a  mode 
of  enforcing  a  more  speedy  collection  of  the  pottic 
debts  could  not  be  devised,  was  a  question  worthy 
of  consideration.  But  he  begged  learc  to  say,  that 
he  believed  every  thing  had  been  done  by  the 
Treasury  which  the  law  allowed  the  Rgent  at  the 
head  of  that  Department  to  do ;  and  that  he  Ind 
not  been  able  to  find,  nor  had  he  any  reason  to 
suppose  there  existed,  any  negligence  on  thispdnl 
on  the  part  of  any  of  the  heads  of  Departments. 

Mr.  Kanoolph  said  he  had  no  intention  totret^ 
pass  on  the  department  of  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  or  of  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire whether  the  existing  provisions  of  law  wwe 
duly  executed;  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  inefficiency 
of  tlie  present  system  which  caused  him  to  call  on 
those  who  had  the  best  knowledge  of  the  subject 
to  devise  a  better  system — a  system  which  would 
accelerate  the  payment  of  public  moneys.  He 
had,  he  said,  charged  malversation  on  Dohody. 
This  was  a  subject  on  which  he  fdt  do  sensitire^ 
ness  at  all.  His  motion  was  not  of  the  nature  of 
a  hostile  procedure  against  the  administration  of 
the  Government,  to  which  he  was  in  no  wise  in- 
imical. With  regard  to  the  reco¥ery  of  pahlic 
moneys,  Mr.  R.  said,  the  gentleman  had  himself 
shown  the  defects  ot  the  present  system,  by  tdliag 
the  House  that  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  some 
agents  were  not  available,  and  in  the  hands  of 
others  would  be  lost  by  their  insolyency.  Thas 
showed  either  that  the  trust  had  been,  in  the  first 
instance,  improperly  reposed,  or,  what  Mr.  R.  said, 
his  motion  might  seem  to  imply,  that  the  present 
mode  of  obtaining;  balances  out  of  the  hands  of 
those  by  whom  they  are  due,  is  defectiTe«  Had 
the  honorable  gentleman  never  heard^— of  this  ad- 
ministration, Mr.  R.  said,  he  spoke  not,  for  he 
knew,  perhaps,  less  of  them  than  any  raan  in  the 
nation — of  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  make 
defaulters  account  for  their  deiklcation,  their  secu- 
rity being  insufficient?  This,  he  presumed,  was 
the  case  now,  or  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  pahik 
agents  would  not  be  unavailable.  Had  the  gen- 
tleman never  heard  that  afler  bond  had  been  taSen, 
the  Department  or  the  Treasnry  had  failed  to  sue 
until  the  debt  was  lost  for  want  of  timely  interpo*- 
sition  ?  I  hope,  said  Mr.  R.,  the  gentleman  will 
not  flag  in  the  patriotic  undekaking  fin  whtdb  he 
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is  engiuzed;  but  I  know  what  a  committee  can  do 
in  the  Treasury.  I  would  as  soon  trust  a  child  to 
find  its  way  in  the  labyrinths  of  this  building.  If 
the  gentleman  could  find  what  he  was  looking  for 
it  would  be  highly  satisfactory ;  but  this,  Mr.  R. 
said,  was  one  of  the  cases  in  wt^ioh  to  seek  is  not 
to  find  'y  to  knock,  and  not  haye  opened  for  you ; 
to  ask.  and  not  to  have — if  it  is  ior  jnlbrmation 
yoa  ask.  The  way  to  ask,  here,  was  in  a  difiereut 
tone,  and  in  a  dinerent  «tyle.  I  repeat,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that,  whatever  construction  mav  oe  put  on  my 
motion,  my  object  is  to  ascertain  whether  it  is  not 
possible  to  make  those  who  have  our  money  give. 
It  up— for  I  know  that  when  we  have  their  monev 
we  are  obliged  to  give  it  to  tnem ;  whereas  I  al- 
ways thought  it  but  fair  to  receive  as  well  as  to 
give — to  give  and  take. 

Mr.  Trimble  said,  ttyat,  by  a  superficial  glance 
at  the  official  statements,  one, might  be  easily  led 
into  error  on  one  point.  It  might  appear  on  the 
face  of  them,  that  there  were  miUions  in  the  hands 
of  public  agents,  when  in  fa/&t  tliei;e  were  not  as. 
many  hunched  thousands^r-beoause  the  moneys 
advanced,  to  be  disbursed  in  the  public  service,, 
were  charged  to  the  agents  until  the  vouchee 
were  transmitted  and  their  accounts  settled  at  the. 
proper  offices.  The  amount  of  balances  reported, 
therefore,  was  no  criterion  whereby  to  judge  of  the 
amount  due— ^^rnjch  the  largest  part  being  exi>ended 
and  ready  to  be  accounted  for.  On  the  subject  of 
econombing  public  expenditures,  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
did  not  at  all  differ  in  sentiment  from  his  friend 
from  Virginia. 

The  question  was  then  takea  on  Mr.  Ruh- 
ftOLPu's  motion, an4  carried  without  a  division. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  a^in  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit-, 
tee  of  the  Whok,  (Mr.  Rujiwin  in  the  chair,)  oa 
this  bill. 

Mr.  Hardin,  of  Kentucky,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee in  the  following  words;  Mr.  Chairman^  I 
am  under  great  obligations  to. the  Committee  for 
indulging  me  in  my  request  on  yesterday  evening, 
for  the  Committee  to  rise,  apd  give  me  the  floor 
t^  morning.  But,  were  I  to  consult  the  safety  of 
the  little  reputation  I  have^  I  ought  not,  althoMgh 
pledged,  to  address  you  and  this  Hquse  to-day  upon 
the  jicesent  subject.  I  readily  acknowledge  that, 
at  this  moment,  I:  feel  the  most  thorough  convic- 
tion of  my  owA  incapacity  to  do  any  thing  like 
tolerable  uiHtice  to  the  qujostion  now  under  con- 
sideration/or  even  to  acquit  myself  with  credit. 

The  importance  of  the  present  subject  renders  it 
my  indispensable  duty,  to  myself,  to  this  Hous& 
my  country,  and  posterity,  however  reluctant  1 
may  be,  to  assign. those  reasons  which  have  occur- 
red to  me,  afid  which  compel  me  to  vote  against 
the  amendmeni^  oflered  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York»  There  is  one  pointy  and  I  believe 
only  one,  in  which  there  is  an  entire  concurrence 
of  opinion  in  this  House  and  the  Senate ;  that  i^ 
ilie  immense  importance  and  mi^giutude  of  the 
present  question  now  before  U9 — important,  not 
<Bily  on  account  of  the  extraordinary  excitement 
eGuatiog  throughout  the  nation,  but  also  on  account 


of  the  new  Constitutional  doctrine  broached  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House.  One  portion  of 
the  United  States  brin^  forward  and  support  this 
amendment,  under  the  imposing  names  of  human- 
ity^ sympathy,  and  religion ;  at  the  same  time  ut- 
termg  the  bitterest  curses  against  the  odious  and 
abominable  practice  of  retaining  a  part  of  the  hu- 
man family  in  bondage.  I  acknowledge  there 
would  be  great  pfoprietyr  in  reprobating  Uie  prac- 
tice upon  this  occasion,  if  we  were  the  authors  of 
it,  or  could  get  clear  of  it;  but  it  has  been  our  mis-^ 
fortune  to  have  it  entailed  upon  us  by  that  Gov-^ 
ernment  under  which  we  were  colonized;  and^ 
however  eloquently  gentlemen  may  declaim  upoa 
the  subject  of  universal  liberty,  it  proves  nothinj^ 
upon  the  present  Question,  although  it  may  capCi^ 
vate  and  enlist  aU  the  finer  feelings  and  sensibili-' 
ties  of  the  heart  But  I  fear,  1  greatly  fear,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  gentlemen  are  fighting  under  fidse 
colors — that  they  have  not  yet  hoisted  their  true 
flag.  As  this  contest  is  upon  the  great  theatre  of 
the  world^  in  the  presence  of  all  the  civilized  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  and  as  it  is  to  be  viewed  by  an 
impartial  posterity,  would  it  not  be  more  magnani- 
mous to  haul  down  the  colors  on  which  are  en- 
graven humanity,  morality,  and  religion,  and  in 
Ueu  thereof  unfurl  the  genuine  banner,  on  which 
is.  written  a  contest  for  political  consequence  and 
mastery  ? 

On  our  side  of  the  House,  Mr.  Chairman,  we 
are  contending  not  for  victory,  but  struggling  for 
our  political  existence.  We  nave  already  surren- 
dered to  the  non-slaveholdmg  States  all  that  re- 
gion of  the  American  empire  between  the  great 
rivers  Ohio  and  Mississippi;  and  if  you  tear  from 
us  that  immense  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
we  may  at  once  surrender  at  discretion,  crouch  at 
the  feet  of  our  adversaries,  and  beg  mercy  of  our 
proud  and  haughty  victors. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  present  question, 
Mr.  Chairman,  the  subject  necessarily  divides  it* 
self  into  three  great  and  leading  heads.  First,  has 
Congress  the  power,  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  to  annex,  as  an  irrevocaUe  condi- 
tion upon  the  admission  of  the  people  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Missouri  into  the  Union  as  a  sister  State, 
that  the  State,  when  organized,  shall  prohibit  the. 
further  introduction  of  slaves  within  her  limits, 
and  shall  set  free  and  emancipate  the  future  in* 
crease  of  all  those  who  may  be  holden  in  slavery 
at  the  time  the  State  government  is  formed — for 
this  is  the  clear  import  of  the  araiendment  ?  Sec- 
ondly, if  by  the  Constitution,  Congress  have  the 
power,  can  she  exercise  it  without  violating  the 
national  faith,  under  the  Treaty  of  Cession,  by 
which  that  country  was  transferred  from  France 
to  the  United  States?  Thirdly^  if  Congress  have 
the  power  to  impase  the  restriction,  and,  in  so  do- 
ing, the  national  faith  will  not  be  broken,  is  it  ex- 
pedient to  adopt  the  present  amendment  ?  In  this 
investigation  it  will  be  necessary,  Mr.  Chairman, 
before  1  proceed  to  examine  the  subject  in  the 
order  proposed,  to  establish  some  preliminary  facti 
and  positions^  and  also  to  disentangle  the  question 
from  a  few  difficulties  and  obstructions  thrown  in 
the  way  by  those  who  advocate  the  aynepdmctnt 
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It  is  alleged  by  some  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, as  soon  as  it  was  adopted  by  the  Con- 
gress of  1776,  emancipated  and  manumitted  all 
the  slaves  in  the  then  (Jnited  States.  This  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  late  discovery,  and  the  people  of  the 
NoTtn,  heretofore  so  fruitful  in  Inventions,  as  the 
Patent  Office  can  well  testify,  may  rightly  claim  to 
be  the  authors  of  it.  I  would  be^lad  that  gentle- 
men would  point  out  what  part  ofthe  Declaration 
of  Independence  they  rely  on.  At  that  time  was 
not  slavery  tolerated  in  a  number  of  the  States  ? 
Whose  Representatives  were  the  members  of  Con- 
gress who  framed  and  adopted  that  declaration  1 
Were  they  not  the  Representatives,  exclusively,  of 
the  then  free  population  of  the  United  Slates  1 
Who  is  meant  in  the  declaration  by  the  expres- 
sion of—"  We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of 
^  the  United  States  of  America,  in  general  Con- 
^  gress  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge 

*  ©f  the  world  fot  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions, 

*  do,  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the  gooa 

*  peoi^e  of  these  colonies"?  Must  not  every  one 
answer,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  none  but  the  then  free 
population  wtls  alluded  to  ? 

What  are  the  efficient  parts  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence  ?     The  answer  is,  those  parts 
only  which  declare  our  dependence  upon  Great 
Britain  to  be  at  an  end,  and  assume  a  stand  and 
character  of  a  sovereign  people  among  the  nations 
of  the  earth.    The  balance  of  the  declaration  is 
nothing  but  a  manifesto  to  the  world,  assigning 
and  setting  forth  the  causes  which  led  to  ana 
brought  about  that  mighty  event.    But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, is  it  not  strange  inaeed  that  the  framers  and 
adopters  of  that  declaration  should  have  been  ig- 
norant of  its  import,  because  a  number  of  them 
held  slaves — some  do  so  yet,  and  others  did  until 
their  death.    The  adoption  of  our  present  Consti- 
tution, in  which  slavery  is  expressly  recognised, 
affords  the  most  ami^e  refutation  or  the  doctrine 
upon  that  point  advanced  by  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  I  beg  gentlemen  to  beware  of  the  dreadful 
consequences  which  may  follow  from  such  doc- 
trine— too  preposterous,  I  agree,  to  obtain  any  vo- 
taries from  an  intelligent  and  dbpassionate  people ; 
but  yet,  when  addressed  to  the  slaves,  whose  minds 
are  unenlightened  by  such  high  and  imposing  au- 
thority, their  angry  passions  may  be  aroused,  and 
they  may  precipitate  themselves  into  the  commis- 
sion of  enormous  crimes  towards  their  masters. 
Such  doctrine  as  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  the  slave- 
holding  States,  is  peculiarly  alarming ;  it  shows 
the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  slave  property, 
should  the  non-slaveholding  States  obtain  a  de- 
cided ascendency  in  the  Congress  and  councils  of 
the  nation.    Mr.  Chairman,  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  said  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House  upon 
the  score  of  precedent.    They  allege  that  condi- 
tions of  some  kind  or  other  have  been  imposed 
upon  a  number  of  the  new  States  adopted  into 
the  Union  since  the  Constitution  was  formed,  to 
«wit:  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana,  and  Alabama ;  and  also  the  con- 
ditions imposed  by  Virginia  on  Kentucky,  when 
the  latter  was  permittM  to  go  into  a  State.    To 

this  long  list  ot  precedents  a  number  of  answers 


can  be  given,  each  and  every  one  of  them  satis- 
factory. 

In  the  first  place,  all  those  States  were  willing 
to  enter  into  the  compact,  or  agreement,  and  no 
efforts  were  made  to  impose  it  upon  them,  and  en- 
force it  without  their  consent.  Besides,  as  to  a 
number  of  the  States,  the  conditions  did  not  go 
to  take  away  any  of  the  great  rights  of  sover- 
eignty and  self-government.  In  the  second  piaee, 
the  States  whicn  agreed  to  the  conditions,  having 
done  it  willingly,  the  attention  of  the  nation  was 
never  directed  to  the  question  of  the  CoDsCftu- 
tional  power  of  Congress  to  exact  them.  They 
were  precedents,  established  without  deiiate,  with- 
out contest,  in  the  language  of  the  law  they  passed 
svb  silentio,  and  are  entitled  to  no  weigbt  as  an- 
thoritv.  I  would,  however,  remark  to  niis  House, 
that  tne  compact  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
under  an  opinion,  I  presume,  that  it  was  not  out 
of  the  power  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  by 
law,  to  violate  and  infract  it,  and  to  put  it  com- 
pletely out  of  the  reach  of  all  legislation,  it  is  made 
part  of  the  constitution  of  Kentucky.  I  agree 
that  great  deference  and  respect  are  to  be  paM  to 
precedents,  established  with  due  deliberatioo  upon 
matters  of  State  policy,  for  nothing  is  so  desiraUe 
as  uniformity  and  consistency  in  the  administra- 
tion of  government.  But  I  do  now,  as  I  ever  have 
done,  enter  my  most  solemn  protest  a^tnst  die 
following  of  precedents,  either  in  the  legislative  or 
judicial  departments  of  Grovemment,  which  are 
gross  and  palpable  violations  of  the  Constitution. 
Upon  a  Constitutional  question,  what  situation  are 
we  placed  in  when  following  precedents  agamst 
the  admonitions  of  conscience  ?  Precedents  point 
one  vTay — our  judgment  the  other.  Is  there  any 
choice  left  ?  No,  none — ^no  more  than  there  js 
between  periury  and  innocence.  Can  precedent, 
I  ask  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  sanctify  and  hallow 
that  which  is  a  crime  on  eaitth  of  the  deepest  dye, 
and  an  abomination  in  the  sight  of  oar  Father 
who  presides  in  Hea/en  ? 

Under  the^  head  of  preliminary  facts  and  posi- 
tions, let  us  inquire,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the 
claims  of  the  people  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a  memb^  of  Ms 
great  political  family.  Her  territory  is  not  unu- 
sually large.  The  dimensions  of  the  proposed 
State  are  not  greater,  do  not  contain  more  square 
miles,  than  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois. Her  population  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  up- 
wards of  sixty  thousand.  No  State  which  has 
been  admitted  into  this  Union  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  had,  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion, a  greater  population ;  several  of  them  had 
scarcely  half  the  number.  The  Constitution,  when 
it  says,  ^  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Con- 
gress into  this  Union,"  is  silent  upon  tne  subject 
of  numbers  or  boundary,  but  leaves  that  subject  to 
the  sound  discretion  oi  Congress.  The  manner  in 
which  that  discretion  has  been  exercised,  has  bees 
so  uniform  and  invariable,  that  it  amounts  to  a 
law.  It  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  proclamation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  all  the  Territories  that,  whenerer 
their  numbers  approach  to  fifty  or  sixty  thovisaad, 
I  they  shall  be  at  liberty  to  burst  from  around  them 
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the  bonds  and  chains  of  territorial  servitude  and 
rassalage,  and  assume  and  exercise  the  rights  of 
self-government,  the  inalienable  rights  of  mankind. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  independent  of  the  practice 
of  this  Government  in  admitting  other  States  into 
the  Union,  I  say,  upon  principle,  if  Missouri  were 
the  first  candidate  tnat  ever  offered  and  asked  for 
admission^  we  would  be  bound  to  do  one  of  two 
things — either  to  receive  her  as  a  sister  State,  or 
permit  her  to  set  up  an  independent  governmeilt 
for  herself.  Who  in  this  House  is  prepared  to 
deny  and  disclaim  the  principles  upon  which  the 
American  Revolution  commenced,  and  in  con- 
tending for  which  we  established  oar  indepen- 
dence 1  Was  it  the  amount  of  the  duty  imposed 
upon  the  tea  ?  I  answer,  no ;  because,  by  reason 
of  the  drawback  allowed  to  Great  Britain  upon  its 
exportation  to  the  then  colonies,  we  could  buy  it 
cheaper,  and  pay  the  duty  here,  than  we  could  pur- 
chase it  before.  But  the  principle  we  contend  for 
was  this,  that  we,  from  our  intelligence  and  popu- 
lation, were  competent  for  all  the  purposes  of  self- 
gjavemment ;  and  that  it  was  the  inalienable  bhrth- 
right  of  all  men  to  be  bound  by  no  laws  unless 
tli^y  particq)ated  in  their  enactment ;  and  that  any 
law  made  by  the  King  and  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain,  in  which  we  had  no  voice,  no  representa- 
tion, was  not  only  not  obligatory  upon  us,  but  ab- 
solutely, as  it  respected  us,  null  and  void.  On  the 
other  side  of  the  ocean,  it  was  contended  that  the 
laws  enacted  bv  the  Imperial  Parliament  and  their 
Majesty,  were  binding  upon  us  in  ail  cases  what- 
soever. The  above  was  the  point  in  issue  between 
the  parties.  Our  right  to  a  seat  on  this  floor,  our 
bein^  assembled  here  on  this  day,  proclaims  the 
glonous  result  of  the  contest.  But  then,  in  those 
^ood  times,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  was  the  feelings  and 
interest  of  the  American  people  to  contend  and 
spill  the  best  blood  of  the  land  for  first  principles. 
Now,  I  am  sorry  to  sav,  that  one  portion  of  these 
United  States  find  it  tneir  interest  to  combat  those 
▼ery  principles  for  which  a  ntnnber  of  their  fathers 


Mr.  Chairman,  the  claims  of  Missouri  to  be  ad 
mitted  into  this  Union,  do  not  rest  here.  She  has 
additional  and  still  stronger  demands  upon  this 
House  to  grant  what  she  asks  for,  if  sudi  could 
exist,  which  are  based  upon  the  following  clause  in 
die  Treaty  of  Cession  between  the  United  States 
and  France,  by  which  treaty  Louisiana  was  trans- 
ferred to  this  Government.  The  part  of  the  treaty 
I  allude  to,  reads  in  these  words:  "That  the  in- 
'  habitants  of  the  Territory  shall  be  incorporated 
^  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  adnaitted 
^  as  soon  as  possible^  according  to  the  principles  of 
^  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 

*  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of 
'  the  United  States,  and  in  the  meantime  they  shall 

*  be  maintained  and  protected  in*  the  free'enjoy- 

*  mcnt  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion 

*  which  they  profess." 

By  this  clause,  you  and  this  House,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, will  percfeive  that  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pledged  to  incorporate  and  admit  that  Territory 
into  ^e  union  or  the  United  States,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  the 


people  of  it,  when  admitted,  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rifi^hts,  advantages,  and  immunities  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  admission  to  be  as 
soon  tj&  possible ;  thereby  meaning  as  soon  as  their 
numbers  would  justify  it.  To  the  treaty  it  is  an- 
swered, from  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  that 
the  treaty-making  power  of  this  (Government  can- 
not bind  and  compel  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
into  the  Union.  To  this  I  answer,  that  although 
the  treaty-making  power  cannot  compel  Congress 
to  do  any  act,  yet  it  can  constitutionally  stipulate 
for  an  act  to  be  done  by  Congress :  and,  if  not 
done,  the  national  honor  and  faith  will  be  violated, 
which  no  ^ntleman,  proud  of  the  high  character 
of  this  nation,  would  desire  ever  to  see.  When  a 
treaty  b  made,  by  which  inhabited  territory  is 
cedea  from  one  nation  to  another,  who  are  the 
parties  1  I  answer,  not  only  the  contracting  na- 
tions, but  the  people  livinff  on  the  territory  which 
is  bought  and  sold ;  and  the  inhabitants,  by  agree- 
ing to  the  cession,  for  they  cannot .  be  transferred 
without  their  consent,  (see  Vaitd,  page  11^19,) 
have  paid  a  valuable  consid^tition  for  all  stipula- 
tions in  their  favor  j  and  what  is  more,  being  the 
weakest  of  the  three  parties,  ma^animity  requires 
towards  them  at  least  a  scrupulous  fulmment  of 
all  conditions  in  their  favor. 

But,  Mn  Chairman:  shall  it  be  said  at  this  day, 
that  that  treaty  is  not  binding  on  the  nation  ?  Has 
not  Congress  ratified  and  confirmed  it  in  innumer- 
able instances?  Has  not  Congress  advanced  and 
paid  the  purchase  money?  Has  she  not  created  a 
new  State  out  of  it,  ana  laid  the  balance  off  into 
Territories^  surveyed  the  land,  add  it  and  received 
millions  of  the  purchase  money  ?  If  all  those  acts 
do  not  amount  to  a  ratification  and  confirmation 
of  the  treaty  on  the  part  of  Congress,  I  would  be 
glad  that  gentlemen  would  point  out  what  fiirther 
act  can  be  done  to  give  it  additional  efficacy. 

From  the  foresoing  remarks  which  I  have  made, 
Mr.  Chairman^ese  facts  and  positions  are  mani- 
fest: First,  the  Declaration  of  Independence  cuts  no 
figure  in  this  question.  Secondly,  there  is  no  respect 
to  be  paid,  no  weight  to  be  attached  to  the  precedents 
adduced  by  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  siae.  On  the 
part  of  Missoun,  her  numbers,  the  custom  of  this 
Government  in  similar  cases,  and  the  treaty  with 
France,  all,  ail  conjoin  in  enforcing  her  claims  to 
admission.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  why  have  I  la- 
bored thus  much  to  establbh  the  foregoing  propo- 
sitions, and  to  refute  the  preposterous  doctrines 
above  referred  to,  as  advanced  by  my  adversaries, 
when  the  very  amendment  itself^  from  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  offered,  seems  to  admit  the  claims 
of  Missouri  to  become  a  sister  State. 

We  now  come  fkirly  to  this  momentous  question. 
Has  Congress  the  rignt  to  exact  from  the  people  of 
Missouri  a  surrender  of  so  much  of  their  State 
sovereignty  as  b  contemplated  by  the  amendment 
now  under  consideration  ?  In  tne  press  of  debater 
it  is  certainly  greatly  desirable  that  we  should 
enter  into  it  with  coolness  and  impartiality,  and 
neither  side  be  inflamed  by  passions  of  any  kind, 
except  the  love  of  country,  and  a  desire  to  promote 
her  interest.  But,  alas !  tnat  seems  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. 
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Behold,  ^r.  ChairmaA,  luad  see  liow  owr  tables 
groan  with  the  cumbrous  mass  of  memorials  and 
petitions,  from  town  meetings,  colonizing  societies, 
and  emancipating  clubs,  together  with  resolutions 
from  all  the  non-siaveholding  States.  This  mode 
of  operating  upon  this  House  is  extremely  ua- 
fr^endlv,  and  hostile  to  the  enactment  of  good,  wise 
and  salutary  laws.  It  prevents  and  destroys  the 
beneficial  efiects  of  a  free  interchange  of  sentiments 
upon  great  national  subjects.  I  acKnowledge  that 
three  of  the  slaveholding  States  have  sent.also  to 
this  House  requests  and  instructions;  they  were 
only  intended  by  way  of  counteraction  to  tne  pKm- 
derous  mass  on  the  other  side.  I  duly  appreciate 
the  motive  that  induced  their  being  sent;  it  was 
a  display  of  effort  in  the  good  cause.  But  it  was 
entirely  unnecessary ;  it  was  an  act  of  superero^- 
tion,  for  we  had  been  instructed  before.  Our  m* 
structioos  come  from  higher  authority ;  they  came 
from  the  Convention  of  1788.  I  hold  them  in  my 
hand;  they  are  known  throughout  the  civilized 
world  by  tne  name  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  In  pursuing  the  investigation  of  this 
subject,  in  the  order  I  proposed,  it  wiUbe  necessary. 
Mr.  Chairoban,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  shoulu 
have  a  cleaz  and  distinct  view  of  the  relative  power 
of  the  Gleneral  and  State  Governments.  I  take  this 
proposition  to  be  undeniable,  that,  were  it  not  for 
the  contract  because  the  States,  which  is  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  that  the  States  would 
be  completely  sovereign  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
and  that  every  power  and  attribute  incidental  to, 
or  connected  with,  sovemgnty  would  belong  to  the 
States.  The  proposition  is  equally  incontrovert- 
ible that,  as  the  Gbverno^ent  of  the  United  States 
possessed  no  sovereignty  originally,  or  even  exists 
eiice  itself,  and  being  composed  entirely  of  dele- 
gated powers  from  the  States,  that  it  possesses  none 
of  the  original  attributes  of  sovereignty,  and  it  can 
do  nothing  which  it  is  not  authorized  to  do  by  the 
Constitution,  either  by  an  express  grant  of  power, 
or  by  an  implicit  grant  as  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  some  power  already  given.  If  the  two  prop- 
ositions above  stated  be  correct,  and  of  the  truth 
of  which  there  can  be  no  doubt,  it  follows  as  a 
consequ^ce,  independent  of  the  amendment  to  the 
Constitution,  which  reads  in  these  words  "  the 
'  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the 
<  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
*  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
'  people ;"  that  Congress  can  do  nothing  which 
th^  are  not  authorized  to  do,  and  that  the  States 
can  do  every  th^ng  that  is  npt  delegated  to  Con- 
gress, or  which  £ey  are  not  ibrbid  to  do.  The 
above  conclusions  refute  all  the  arguments  which 
we  have  heard  about  the  omnipotence  of  Congress. 
DocArines  at  all  times  dangerous,  but  extremSy  ao 
now  on  account  of  their  being  so  fashionable.  In 
support,  Mr.  Chairman,  of  the  points  I  have  en- 
deavored to  establish,  I  will  read  from  3  Dallas — 
in  the  case  of  the  State  against  Cobbett,  part  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania, 
also,  to  the  same  pointy  part  of  the  opinion  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  of  Virginia,  in  the  case  of  Hun- 
ter against  Martin  ;  and  also  the  following  passage 
from  Vattel's  Laws  of  Nations. 


[Mr.  HAaniN^  after  reading  the  pasNiges  bom 

the  different  books  above  referred  to,  proceeded  ia 
his  argument  as  follows :] 

In  pursuing  this  inquiry,  Mr«  Chairman,  we  mua 
pause  for  a  Jnoment,  until  we  ascertain  what  kind  of 
property  a  man  has  in  his  slave  1  The  answer  to 
this  question  is  not  difficult,  for  none  will  pretend 
to  deny  but  that  his  property  i&  absolute  and  oa- 
qualified,  as  much  so  as  to  any  property  a  maa 
except  the  right  to  take  from  his  slave 


canpos 

his  life:  and  thiis  right  to  slave  property  .«•». 

auivocally  recognised  by  the  Constitution,  firs^Xn 
le  clause  which  gives  a  representation  ia  this 
House  for  three-fifms,  and  secondly,  in  that  oart 
which  ieads  in  these  words — "  no  person  hdd  to 
'  service  or  labor  in ,  one  State,  under  the  livs 
^  thereof,  escaping  in^  another,  shall,  in  conse- 
*  quence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  dis- 
'  charged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall  be 
^  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom  snch 
^  service  or  labor  may  be  due."  Mr.  Chairmaa, 
having  progressed  thus  far  in  the  argument,  I  may 
safely  say  to  my  opponents,  you  allege  that  Con- 
gress has  the  power  to  impose  the  restriction? 
We  deny  it :  and  it  being  admitted  upon  all  hand% 
and  from  all  sides  of  the  House,  that  if  Congtess 
have  the  power  it  must  exist  in  the  Constitotioo 
aAd  no  where  else,  I  therefore  call  upon  you,  to  lay 
your  finger  upon  that  part  of  the  ConstitoUoa 
which  will  sustain  you  m  the  hi^  (ground  yoa 
assume.  In  answer  to  this  call,  which  is  made  not 
by  me  alone,  but  other  gentlemen  also,  we  see  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  nearly  as  great  cooiii- 
sion  and  uproar  as  prevailed  at  the  Tower  of  Babd, 
when  the  angel  from  Heaven  was  sent  down  to 
disperse  the  people,  and  confound  their  language. 
One  takes  one  part  of  the  Constitution,  another 
disclaims  that  and  selects  another  part;  and  no 
two  seem  to  agree  throughout.  I  will  examine  the 
several  parts  of  the  Constitution  relied  upon  by 
eaph  of  them.  One  ^^entleman  has  by  nichtly  bn 
cubration,  with  infinite  labor  and  resear^,  found 
the  following  passage — "  Con^ressshall  haveppwcr 
^  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  inijposts,  and  ex- 
'  cises,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  common 
'  defence  and  ffeneral  welfare  of  the  United  States^  ^' 
upon  which  he  places  great  reliance.  He  sm, 
that  Congress  has  the  power  given  to  provide  tec 
the  general  welfare,  and  in  doing  that,  she  can 
enact  and  pass  any  law  that  may  tend  to  the  per- 
manence, durability^  and  glory  of  the  Genenl 
Government  Sir,  according  to  that  gentleman^s 
construction  of  this  clause,  if  Congress  should  take 
up  au  opinion  that  the  State  governments  retarded 
the  advance  and  progress  of  Uie  nation  in  its  rapid 
and  brilliant  career  of  national  prosperity,  they 
could  extinguish  and  annihilate  tluem.  This  is  a 
great  departure  from  the  good  old  democratio  doc- 
trine of  1788,  which  once  distinguished  the  parties 
in  the  United  States.  I  consider,  Mr.  Chairman, 
that  the  gentleman  has  misunderstood  that  part  oi* 
the  Constitution  altogether.  That  clause,  or  I  am 
most  egregiously  mistaken,  contains  no  del^^ation 
of  power  further  than  this :  Congress  sbaU  haT» 
power  to  do  what  ?  Answer,  toJay  and  collect  taxxs. 
duties,  imposts  and  excises.    For  what  purpose?  i 
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sgain  ask :  answer,  to  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the 
'  cbmmon  defence  and  ^neral  welfare  of  the  United 
States.  To  pay  the  debts,  provide  for  the  common 
^  defence,  and  general  welfare,  are  the  objects  to  be  at- 
*  tained,  by  giving  Congress  the  power  to  lay  and  col- 
^  lect  tales,  duties,  imposts  and  excises ;  there  is  no  del- 
^  egation  of  power  in  thatpart  of  the  Constitution  to 
^  be  found,  ifniich  speaks  of  providing  fbr  the  common 
^  defence  and  general  weiiare  of  the  nation.^  But, 
'  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  heartily  tired  with  thcr  cob- 
<  dntted  and  repeated  claims  of  this  General  Wdfare ; 
^  when  he  was  but  a  youth,  we  made  him  consider- 
^  ilMe  presents  from  time  to  time,  at  the  expense  of 
E  State  rij^ts  t  when  he  grew  to  be  a  man,  we  pro- 
■  Tided  him  a  handsome  marrii^e  portion  by  giving 
him  a  bank  of  thirty-five  millions !  He  is  a  great 
fkvorite,  for  even  the  judiciary,  who  by  law  is  to 
!  have  no  sympathi^  has  taken  nim  under  its  espe- 
cial care  and  safB  keeping.  It  is  time  we  should 
resist  his  claims  and  s^p  him  in  his  hi^h  career  of 
universal  dominion.  In  examining,  sir,  his  pre- 
tensions, for  he  is  like  most  of  our  Uenerals  in  the 
commoicement  of  the  late  war— only  brave,  formi- 
dable and  dangerous  on  paper-^we  have  one  con- 
solation, that  is,  we  incur  no  hazard  in  losing  our 
ecm.  Some  gentlemen  from  the  opposite  side,  rely 
upon  the  following  part  of  the  Constitotion :  *'  To 
<  make  all  laws  whicn  shall  be  necessary  and  proper 
*'  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers, 
^  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  this  Coostittition 
^  in  the  Government  of  the  United  Slates^  or  in^ny 
*  department  or  office  thereof,"  as  giving  the  power 
to  Congress.  That  clause  is  like  the  last  one 
noticed  by  me,  it  contains  no  delegation  of  power; 
it  neither  adds  to  or  diminishes  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress ;  it  was  evidently  introduced  first  to  prevent 
those  who  were  hostile  to  the  General  Government 
from  alleging  that  it  had  no  powers  incidental  to 
those  expressly  granted,  and  which  were  necessary 
to  be  exercised  to  efiectuate  the  objects  for  which 
the  Constitution  was  framed  and  adopted.  On  the 
other  hand,  by  Using  the  word  necessary,  it  was 
intended  to  restrict  and  prevent  Congress  from 
taking  too  great  a  latitude  in  its  s^eelion  and  adop- 
tion of  the  means  to  carry  into  full  effect  the  powers 
already  granted.  It  seems  evident  to  me,  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  I  have  given  the  plain  meaning  and 
clear  exposition  of  thi»  last  clause  in  the  Conttitu*' 
tfon.  This  doctrine^  that  Congress  can  enact  any 
law  which  she  may  deem  needfvd  and  necessary 
fbr  the  health  and  prosperity  of  the  G^eral  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  most  dangerous  one,  and  if  persisted 
In,  must  lead  to  the  complete  consolidation  of  this 
Gbvemment.  All  men  in  power  are  grasping  after 
more,  and,  by  every  means  in  their  reach,  endeav- 
oring to  extend  it ;  proclaiming  to  the  world  that 
power  in  their  hands  is  harmless  as  it  respeets  and 
reeards  the  r^hts  of  their  fsUow  men* 

It  is  time,  sir,  that  this  plea  of  necessitv  for  the 
extension  of  power,  should  be  diapeflarded,  and  no 
longer  allowed.  I  would  ask  yon,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  thb  House,  to  cast  your  eyes  back  upon  the 
nations  of  the  world,  both  ancient  and  modem, 
ftoin  the  formation  of  the  first  Govemaaent,  under 
lUmrod,  who  was  a  mighty  hmter^  to  the  preaent 
day,  and  tell  me,  has  not  emy  enottMHShmeiit  upon 


the  civil,  political,  and  religious  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, been  justified,  or  apologized  for,  under  this 
same  plea — necessity?  The  Ministers  of  Great 
Britain  plead  necessity  for  the  present  system  of 
taxation,  which  now  bows  down  to  the  earth  with 
the  heaviest  load  of  oppression,  the  people  of  that 
country^  Bonaparte  plead  necessity  for  his  con- 
scriptions ;  even  the  Saltan  of  Turkey,  if  he  takes 
oflf  tne  head  of  one  of  his  subjects,  pleads  necessity. 
I  do  assure  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  civilly,  mo- 
rally, politically,  and  religiously,  a  greater  tyrant 
never  existed  than  this  same  necessity »  The  ninth 
section  of  the  first  article^— which  reads  in  these 
words,  '^  the  migration  or  importation  of  such  per- 
^  sons  as  any  ofthe  States  now  existing  shall  think' 
^  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the 
'  Congress  prior  to  the  year  180B;  but  a  tax  or 
^  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  importation,  not 
^  exceeding^ten  dollars  for  eaeh  person'' — has  been 
relied  on  by  some  gentlemen,  as  giving  the  power 
to  impose  the  preeient  restriction.  The  words,  * 
"such  persons,"  in  that  claus^  1  agree,  mean 
slaves,  and  that  the  wor^  *^  migration"  alludes  to 
the  same  descrmiion  of  persons  as  the  word  "  im- 
portation." The  restriction  upon  the  power  of 
Congress  ncft  to  impose  a  higher  duty  than  ten 
dollars,  proves  ineontestably  thatdaves  are  intended 
by  theekpression,  such  persons.  The  fair  construe- 
tron  of  that  part  of  the  Constitution  is  this,  that 
the  States  had  the  right  to  import  slaves,  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  commerce,  and,  when  the  Constitution  was 
made,  the  whole^  or  some  of  them  at  least,  did  not 
wish  to  abandon  that  trade,  or  to  pert  it  into  the 
power  of  Congress  to  stop  it,  until  the  expiration 
of  twenty  years;  because,  without  this  clause, 
Congress,  having  the  complete  power  over  our 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  could  have  pro- 
hibited it  at  once ;  and,  also,  lest  Congress  might 
cut  up  the  trade  bv  duties  too  heavy  to  be  borne, 
the  tax  or  duty,  wnich  otherwise  might  have  been 
extended  indefinitely,  is  limited  to  ten  doU&rs. 
But  it  is  said  that  migration  can  as  well  mean  the 
carrying  from  one  State  to  another,  as  Inringing 
them  from  quarters  of  the  world  unconnected,  and 
not  belonging  to  the  United  States ;  and,  Auther- 
more.  there- oeing  no  restriction  upon  the  duty 
which  Congress  may  lay  upon  the  migratioaof 
such  persons^  proves  that  Congress,  upon  the  mi- 
gration thus  mtended,  could  not  lay  a  duty,  and 
mat  could  not  happen  unless  the  word  migration, 
as  there  used,  intended  the  taking  of  the  slavea 
from  one  quarter  of  the  United  States  to  another. 
To  that  course  of  reasoning  the  following  answers 
can  be  given :  that  the  word  importation,  as  there 
used,  is,  to  have  its  common  acceptation,  the 
bringing  into  our  p(»ts  fVom  foreign  countries; 
and  the  word  migration  is  intended  to  mean  the 
bringing  them  into  the  United  States,  not  through 
the  regular  channels  of  our  commerce,  by  entering 
them  at  the  custom-bouse,  but  in  any  and  every 
other  way  by  which  they  could  be  introduced  into 
the  United  States.  Wnen  they  were  regularly 
entered  at  our  ports,  it  was  necessary,  when  the 
right  was  intended  to  be  secured  to  the  States^  to 
Mmit  and  restrict  the  power  of  Congress  in  laymg 
a  daty ;  but,  if  not  entered  regularly  at  port,  there 
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was  little  or  no  daa^r  tlat  Congress  could  or 
would,  injuriously  operate  upon.tke  trade  by  cus- 
tom-house duties.  There  is  another  expression  in 
this  clause,  which  gentlemen  in  their  zeal  seem  to 
have  overlooked ;  a  word  which  casts  great  light 
upon  the  meaning  of  the  words  "  miction  and 
importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 
now  existin|[  shall  tnink  proper  to  admit;"  the 
word  ^^  admit,"  which  applies  eoually  to  migration 
and  importation,  shows  evidently  that  the  persons 
there  intended  were  not  then  in  the  United  States; 
for,  if  they  were,  the  word  "  admit"  could  not  be 
used  in  relation  to  persons,  in  already. 

I  luive,  Mr.  Chairman,  occupied  miore  of  the 
time  and  attention  of  the  House  upon  this  part  of 
the  Constitution  than  there  was  any  necessity  for. 
There  is  one  answer  to  all  the  arguments  drawn 
from  that  part  of  the  Constitution,  perfectly  con- 
clusive ;  there  is  not  one  word  in  that  clause  which 
contains  a  delegation  of  power ;  but  it  is,  from  be- 
«ginning  to  end,  a  restriction  and  limitation  upon 
power  already  granted.  I  would  ask  you  and  this 
House,  if  it  be  not  a  contradiction  in  terms,  a  per- 
version of  the  import  of  our  language,  to  say,  a 
limitation  of  power  contains  a  grant  of  power  ? 
That  part  of  the  Constitution  cannot,  therefore, 
aid  the  gentlemen  in  sustaining  the  doctrines  they 
advocate )  and,  for  all  the  service  it  will  do  them 
in  this  argument,  it  may  as  well  be  erased  and 
blotted  out  of  tne  Constitution.  This  clause  in 
the, Constitution  has  been  greatly  relied  upon  by 
the  opposite  side  of  the  House;  it  reads  in  these 
words :  "  To  regulate  commerce  with  forei^  na- 
tions, and  among  the  several  States,  and  with  the 
Indian  tribes."  They  say  that  the  power  to  regu- 
late the  commerce  among  the  several  States,  will 
authorize  this  restriction.  In  construing  this  part 
of  the  above  clause,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take 
into  view  the  following  clause :  ^'  No  tax  or  duty 
'  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  anv  State ; 
'  no  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of 
'  commerce  or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State 
^  over  those  of  another ;  nor  shall  vesseb  bound  to 
^  or  from  one  State,  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or 
*  pay  duties  in  another."  Whea  we  take  both 
those  parts  of  the  Constitution  together,  what  do 
they  amount  to  ?  This,  that  Congress  can  lay  no 
duty,  impose  no  restriction,  upon  any  article  of 
trade  or  commerce,  which  is  carried  on  from  one 
State  to  another ;  that  Congress  has  no  power  to 
prevent  me  from  takinff  any  of  my  property  from 
one  State  to  another :  tor  how  can  it  operate  upon 
me,  if  it  can  neither  lay  a  duty  upon  the  ^oods  or 
property  carried,  or  lay  a  restriction  or  pr^ibition 
either  upon  me  or  my  property?  The  intention 
of  die  Convention,  in  inserting  that  clause,  was. 
that  the  States  should  digest  themselves  of  all 
power  to  embarrass  and  trammel  each  others'  trade 
and  commerce  from  one  State  to  another.  The 
convention  was  well  aware  of  the  great  benefits 
to  the  whole  American  people  by  a  free  inter- 
change of  commodities  between  the  several  States. 
I  would  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  how  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that^he  present  amendment  is  a  regulation 
of  commerce  between  the  States  ?  It  cannot  be  a 
regulation  of  commerce,  for  it  is  not  general ;  it  is 


not  applicable  to  the  whole  United  States  ^  it  is 
only  to  bind  Missouri.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of 
an  act  to  regulate  commerce,  subject  to  the  future 
legislation  of  this  House;  but  it  is  irrevocable. 
My  slaves  are  a  part  of  my  family ;  I  do  not  carry 
them  therjB  for  tne  purposes  of  commerce ;  I  take 
them  there  to  serve  me ;  I  may  be  unwilling  to 
part  with  them  upon  any  terms.  There  are  ties 
of  affection  frequently  existing  between  a  master 
and  his  servants,  and  that  may  be  an  inducement 
to  carry  them  to  the  place  selected  for  hJLs  future 
residence.  Can  it,  I  ask,  sir,  be  pretended  th^tj 
under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  between 
the  States,  Congress  can  set  the  future  increase  of 
my  slaves  free?  No  one  certainly  has  the  haidi- 
hood  to  assert  it. 

Having  examined,  sir,  the^  different  parts  of  the 
Constitution  under  which  this  pretended  power  is 
derived  by  gentlemen,  I  will  now  turn  my  atten- 
tion to  the  only  part  of  the  Constitution  thatgivei 
the  smallest  semblance  of  plausibility   to  thai 
side  of  the  question.    It  is  the  first  meinber  of  the 
third  section  of  the  fourth  article,  and  reads  in 
these  words :  "  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."    It  is  under  this  put 
of  the  Constitution  that  Missouri  relies  for  admis- 
skai  into  the  Union.    Those  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  rely  also  upon  the  same  part  of 
the  Constitution  for  the  power  to  impose  the  re- 
striction ;  and  I  am  fully  p^uaded  thi^t  the  strength 
of  the  argument  on  both  aides,  rests  upon  a  fair  ex- 
position of  this  clause.    On  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  we  are  told  that,  the  word  "  may  "  being 
used,  that  Congress  has  a  discretionary  power 
either  to  admit  or  refuse ;  and  if  Congress  have 
the  power  to  refuse  altogether^  it  can  admit  upon 
conditions  such  as  it  may  think  proper  to  prescnhe; 
because,  when  a  person  has  both  the  right  to  give 
and  the  ri^ht  to  refuse,  that  the  right  to  refuse  ne- 
cessarily includes  the  poiyer  to  give,  with  any 
Sualification^  the  donor  may  chooise  to  annex  to 
lie  thing  given.    This  argument,  at  first  view,  is 
imposing;  but,  in  truth  and  fact,  nothing  more 
false  and  erroneous.    I  will  concede  to  the  gentk^ 
men  what  they  ask  for,  and  they  are  inddbced  to 
my  bounty  for  it,  that  Congress  can  refuse,  as  a 
matter  of  right,  to  admit  Missouri ;  yet  the  con- 
clusions drisiwn  from  that  right  do  not  foUow ;  be- 
cause, according  to  my  construction  of  that  danse, 
Congress  must  either  refuse  or  admit,  without  any 
other  or  further  qualification,  and  with  no  gic«tet 
surrender  of  sovereignty,  than  the  original  thirteen 
States  which  niade  that  Constitution  gave  up  to 
the.government  of  the  Union.    I  would  ask,  what 
is  meant  by  the  word  Union  ?    Is  it  not  the  com- 
pact and  agreement  betwe^  the  States,  and  w^ck 
18  called  the  Constitution  7    Is  it  not  the  bond  oi 
union,  the  tie  that  binds  and  unites  the  States  to- 
gether?    If  Congress  makes  Missouri  surrender 
any  portion  of  her  sovereignty  that  was  not  snr- 
rendered  by  the  old  States^  Jbu>w  can  she  bcf  a  party 
to  the  original  agreement  between  the  States;  be- 
cause, as  to  Missouri,  if  othe^  substantial  artiolet 
be  added  to  the  ffreat  contract  between  Uie  States, 
it  necessarily  fouows  then  that  she  does  not  become 
a  joint  partner  in  the  original  agieeaMnt^  and  there- 
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fore,  if  she  be  compelled  to  part  with  atiy  of  her 
aovereigntf,  retained  by  the  States  which  made 
the  Constitution,  she  is  not  a  member  of  the  Union. 

Sir,  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  seem  to 
have  for^tten  the  import  of  the  words  "new 
States."  What  is  the  definition  of  the  word  State, 
as  there  used  1  The  word  State,  when  applied  to 
a  cor]K)rate  body,  is  synonymous  with  the  word  na- 
tion, in  its  popular  acceptation,  and  also  in  all 
treatises  upon  the  subjeet  of  national  law.  To 
support  that  position,  f  would  refer  the  House  to 
VattePs  Law  of  Nations,  first  page.  -  Nation,  or 
State,  is  the  generic  term  for  a  great  political  as- 
sociation of  people;  and  the  terms  monarchy, 
aristocracy,  and  democracy,  are  only  specifications 
of  tbe  kind  of  government.  The  words  "new 
States,*^  as  used  m  the  Constitution,  are  to  have  a 
qualified  meaning;  what  I  would  can  and  consider 
a  constitutionally  technical  interpretation.  The* 
import  of  the  word  State,  when  used  by  the  Con- 
stitution, means  a  political  association  of  people, 
with  iust  the  same  sovereignty,  and  no  more  or 
less,  than  is  severally  possessed  by  the  thirteen  old 
States.  For,  if  you  ^ve  it  less  of  great  rightsof  self- 
government,  it  is  neither  a  State  m  the  common  ac- 
ceptation of  the  word,  as  defined  by  th6  laws  of 
nations,  or  the  Constitutional  meaning  of  the  term. 
You  may  call  rt  a  territory,  province,  colony,  or 
any  other  kind  of  excrescent  appendage  to  the 
General  Government,  or  you  may  term  it  a  non- 
descript, but  I  protest  against  its  being  called  a 
State. 

If  the  foregoing  conclusions  which  I  have 
drawn  be  correct,  Missouri  cannot  be  called  upon 
to  yield  to  the  General  Government  any  portion 
of  soverei^ty  possessed  by  any  other  of  the  States, 
and  what  is  more^  if  she  surrender  any  part  of  it, 
Congre^,  which  only  acts  as  the  agent  of  the 
States  in  this  particular,  cannot  admit  her ;  for, 
from  the  time  of  such  surrender,  she  ceases  to  be 
a  State,  dnd  it  is  only  new  States  Congress  can 
admit.  Nay,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  go  inrtheri  and  as- 
sert it  without  the  fear  of  contradiction,  that  even 
if  Missouri  should  crouch  at  the  feet  of  this  Gov- 
ernment and  become  its  humble  tool*  and  permit 
it  to  dictate  the  constitution  she  should  have,  and 
upon  those  conditions  ask  to  be  admitted  into  the 
union,  Congress^  then,  cannot  admit  her,  because 
the  other  States  are  parties  and  copattners  in  this 
great  governmental  compact,  and  none  shall  be 
admitted  as  new  members  or  this  political  CMn- 
musity,  unless  it  has  the  same  capital  of  the  original 
States  to  put  into  th6  common  stock,  unless  she 
diall  have  the  same  stake  at  hazard.  In  j[>Uin 
English,  the  same  quantum  of  State  sovereignty 
to  balance  and  check  the  powers  and  encroach* 
ments  of  the  General  Government  instead  of  be- 
coming the  dependent'  tool,  the  willing  handmaid 
of  its  rapid  march  and  proud  strides  towards  con- 
solidation and  universal  dominion.  But,  sir,  if 
Congress  can  call  upon  Missouri  for  a  surrender  of 
any  portion  of  h^  rights  which  are  retained  by  the 
other  States,  where  is  it  to  stop ;  to  what  lengths 
can  it  go?  Congress  may,  in  the  next  place,  de- 
mand of  her,  or  any  other  candidate  for  admissioii, 
to  yield  the  command  of  the  Stste  militia,  to  giv« 


up  the  independence  of  the  judiciary;  nay,  to  siir- 
render  all  the  great  rights  of  State  Government. 
There  is  yet  another  point  of  view  in  which  the 
absurdity  of  the  gentleman's  doctrine  is  stidl  more 
manifest.  The  beauty  in  our  Government  con- 
sists in  the  admirable  exactness  with  which  the 
powers  of  Gk)vei*nment  are  divided  into  depart- 
ments, and  then  State  governments.  This  I  con- 
sider the  life  and  soul  of  this  nation.  The  checks 
and  balances  created  by  this  division  and  subdi- 
vision of  power,  forms  the  sheetr^nohor — it  is  the 
great  palladium  of  the  RepuUie.  Now,  sir,  if 
Congress  can  admit  new  States  into  this  Union, 
and  require  afr  a  condition  of  admission  by  4his 
unconstitutional,  this  unhallowed  traffic  and  bar- 
gain-making, a  surrender  to  the  General  Ctovern- 
tnent  of  any  of  the  powers  possessed  by  the  old 
States — ^what.  I  ask,  would  be  the  consequence? 
It  would  be  tnis:  that  the  elegant  and  inimitable 
architecture  of  this  Government  would  be  destioy- 
ed*  Such  a  number  of  new  States  might  be  ad- 
mitted by  Congress,  under  such  terms  and  condi- 
tions as  ultimately  to  destroy  the  checks  upon  the 
General  Government  contem^ated  by  the  State 
sovereignties,  and  there  Would  be  no  competent 
power  remaining  in  the  States  to  control  Congress 
m  any  measure  it  might  adopt,  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  nghts  of  the  old  States.  This  power,  Mr. 
Chairman,  could  be  directed  to  still  more  ruinous 
purposes:  such  a  number  of  these  nondescript 
States  might  be  admitted  as  to  repeal,  abrogate, 
and  destroy  the  Constitution  itself.  It  is  alleged 
as  a  ftirther  argument,  and  asked  triumphantly  too, 
if  bodi  Congress  and  the  States  cannot  make  a 
contract ;  and  if,  say  they.  Congress  and  the  States 
both  have  the  power  to  contract,  these  conditions 
are  in  the  shape  of  a  compact,  and  they  can  be 
entered  into.  To  that  I  answer,  that  as  to  the 
buying  and  selling  of  property,  tne  above-named 
parties  can  make  an  agreement ;  but  as  to  the  pur- 
chase and  sale  of  State  sovereignty,  one  has  no 
power  to>  buy,  and  the  other  no  power  to  sell ;  and 
besides,  as  I  have  before  observed,  &e  other  States 
are  parties  to  the  great  national  compact^sod  they 
have  in  their  general  constitution  forbid  this  kind 
of  bartering,  or  rather  force  work.  Futir  to  sup- 
port the  a&>ve  course  of  reasoning  v^^iica  I  have 
rursued,  there  is  still  one  other  proposition  vdiieh 
must  prove — that  the  right  to  retain  in  slavery 
or  manumit  their  slaves,  as  the  States  respectiTcly 
may  choose,  is  reserved  to  the  States  ezdostTciy. 
I  woiiM  ask  gentlemen^  was  not  the  property  of 
individuals  in  their  slaves  recognised  by  the  Con- 
stitution^ The  antwer  must  oe  in  the  affinaa- 
tive.  Has  the  power  to  reffulate  and  govern  the 
slave  propertv  been  delegated  by  the  origual  States 
to  Congress  ?  The  answer  must  be  in  the  nega- 
tive. If  these  two  answers  be  correct,  the  conse- 
quence is,  that  the  States  still  retain  the  right. 
But  it  is  said  that  it  is  only  a  right  to  such  of  the 
States  as  then  held  slaves,  and  that  it  was  not  a 
general  right.  To  that  I  answet*,  that  whether 
me  States  respectively  hold  slaves  or  not,  draends 
exclusively  upon  their  own  regulations,  and  not 
upon  any  power  in  Congress.  SlaTenr  beiiv  tpl- 
erated  in  some  States,  aad  Abolished  in  mers, 
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ptoses  nothiQjr:  it  only  displays  Slate  policy  aad 
Toiiltoift  on  the  sobject. 

I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  House,  Mr. 
Chaiffman,  to  the  £rst  member  of  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  fouith  article,  which  reads  in  these 
words:  '^  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  all  the  privileges  and  ihmiunities  of  citi- 
zens in  the  several  States."  The  part  of  the  treaty 
which  I  Jiave  before  referred  to  contains,  in  suh- 
stanee,  the  same  dedaiation  as  it  re^eets  the 
inhabitants  of  Louisiana;  for  it  says,  that  "they 
'  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
^  Butes,  and  admitted  as  spoin  as  possible,  accord- 
'  ing  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
<  to  the  eB)oyment  of  all  rights,  adrantages,  and 
^immuntties.  of  citizens  of  the  United  States." 
The  rights  here  alluded  to  are  obviously  rights 
resulting  from  civil  iastitations;  but  it  is  contmd- 
ed  that  the  rights  rderred  to  in  the  constitiitbn 
m&d  tceaty  are  federal  rights,  and  not  rights  which 
eitisens  enjoy  under  Iheur  respective  State  arovera- 
aoMtts.  Upon  this  point  We  a^pree.  The  omy  mait- 
Cer  of  diffcreaee  consists  in  this — the  rights  which 
a  citizen  enjoys  that  may  be  called  fideral.  They 
eeem  to  toismne  themselves  to  those  secured  to  the 
citisen  'under  the  consolidated  aspect  of  the  Gov- 
emmmt  I  ^  further,  and  say,  that  citizens 
enjoy  federal  rights  under  the  federative  a^ct  of 
the  Government.  1  am  a  citizen,  sir,  of  the  polit- 
ical corporation^  existing  in  the  United  States, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  State  of  Kentucky. 
As  a  corporation  and  State,  she  has  certain  Slate 
rights.  I  wcHild  aak,  are  not  those  rights  secured 
to  her,  and  are  not  the  United  States  bound  to 
guaranty  the  full  enjoyment  of  them  ?  The  an- 
swer must  be  in  the  affirmative.  Then,  sir,  as  a 
citizen  of  Kentucky^  I  have  other  rights  that  may 
be  called  federal,  besides  those  t^at  1  enjoy  in  the 
eontolidated  aspect  of  the  Gk)vernment ;  and  they 
are  rights  secured  to  me  through  the  medium  of 
the  corporation  or  State  to  which  I  belong.  If  the 
above  positions  be  correct  this  IbUows  as  a  neoes- 
sary  consequence — that,  it  vou  compel  Missouri  to 
relin<|uish  any  of  the  rignts  of  self-government 
enjoyed  by  the  other  States,  her  citizens  will  not 
enjoy  the  same  privileges  and  immunities  of  citi- 
zens of  the  several  States,  through  their  respective 
Stale  rgDvenunients. 

This  amendment  und«r  consideration.  Mr.  Chair- 
DBanj  as  I  said  when  I  commenced  this  address, 
goes  aoiar  as  to  emancipate  the  future  inceease  of 
the  slaves  already  there.  The  Constituftioii  pro* 
vides  that  mv  private  property  ^hall  not  be  ta»en 
Jnai  me  witnout  my  consent,  unless  I  am  paid  for 
it  I  would  ask  if  I  have  not  as  great  a  right  in 
the  future  increase  oi  taj  slaves  as  I  have  to  their 
work  prospectively?  1  must  be  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  And  I  would  challenge  gentlemen 
to  point  oat  to  me  the  diffisrenoe,  in  sutetance,  in 
taking  from  me  my  slave  and  in  taking  his  work. 
They  must  admit  there  is  none. 

Toe  amendment  proposed,  not  only  interdicts 
the-  farther  introduction  of  slaves  into  Missouri, 
but  takes  from  the  resident  there^  w|io  owns  slaves, 
part  of  the  profits  of  his  ilave,  without  mdung  any 
oompeBsa^n  tl^eefor. 


I  have  now,  Mr.  Chainnan,  gene  through  the 
two  first  great  divisiocts  of  thb  subject,  in  the  or- 
der 1  proposed  to  investigate  them.  Perhaps  1 
have  been  somewhat  too  tedious,  but  I  could  not 
well  say  less.  Sir,  the  manner  in  whieh  this  na- 
tion seems  divided  imon  this  subject  coBviaoes 
me  of  one  thing  that  i  have  Ions  suspected  to  be 
true,  that  our  ofunions,  upon  all  that  variety  of 
subjects  upon  which  we,  in  the  course  of  our  livei;, 
are  called  upon  to  decide,  are  the  result  of  aficc- 
tioBs  and  passions,  and  that  judgpient  kad  no  eon- 
cem  therein.  Upon  this  occasion,  w«  see  t]^ 
opinion  AiUy  illustrated;  beeause  men,  dotin- 
fiuished  both  for  integrity  and  talents,  are  to  be 
found  on  each  side;  and  the  line  that  divides  the 
parties  is  a  local  one.  But,  air,  the  unwilliagDeBs 
manifested  by  the  oi^|)osite  side  of  the  HoiBie  to 
adjust  and  settle  this  dispute,  and  prevent  an  ex- 
plosion that  must  shake  the  American  worid  ta  its 
centre,  induces  me  to  believe  that  their  judgBMats 
are  waiffed  by  a  passion,  in  this  ease,,  which  nay 
be  denominated  an  iasatiahle  thirst  after  powv, 
an  unwarrantable  lust  of  dominion. 

We  now,  Mr.  Chainnan,  come  to  the  last  ques- 
tion I  projposed  to  discuss.    It  is  this :  If  there  be 
no  impediment  to  the  powers  of  Congress  finoBi  the 
Constitution,  and  the  national  faith  will  w^t  be 
violated  by  adopting  the  present  amendment,  does 
polic^r  dictate  tne  measure?    I  do  verily  bdkve 
that,  instead  of  its  being  expedient  to  impose  the 
propoied  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri, 
that  it  would  be  unwise  and  impolitic,  as  it  re- 
spected the  nation ;  it  would  be  un,^ist,  as  it  re- 
lated to  the  slaveholding  States ;  it  would  be  ini- 
quitous towards  those  who  have  been  invited  to 
settle  there,  and  purchase  our  land  at  a  high  price; 
and  a  most  aji;gravated  and  flagrant  breach  ef 
public  and  national  faith  to  those  who  h'red  there 
at  the  time  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  States  and  France.    It  has  been  said 
that  the  prohibition  of  slavery  west  of  theMiaw- 
sippi  is  a  necessary  measure-  to  prevent  the  MBttg 
I  of  slaves  from  Africa  into  the  United  SUates, 
use  it  opens  an  additional,  more  enlarged,  and 
extended  market  for  them.    The  diffmnce  in  the 
price  of  slaves  now  b0tween  the  United  States  aad 
Africa  affords  to  those  nnprinoipled  men  who  may 
feel  disposed  to  engage  in  that  unhallowed  traffic, 
the  most  alluring  temptations.    The  fwiee  will 
not  be  enhanced  by  permittiqg  ^vary  west  of  ^ 
Mississippi,  or  at  least  by-allowing,  for  that  ia  the 
question,  the  peoide  of  Missouri  to  determine  ibr 
themsdves  whether  they  will  tolerate  slavery  or 
not ;  because  gentlemen  must  know  that  the  value 
of  slaves^  and  the  demand  for  them,  mnst  and  al- 
ways will  depend,  until  population  becomes  so 
crowded  that  th^  cannot  be  usefully  employ, 
upon  the  price  of  those  exports  whieh  are  t&  pro- 
ducts  of  our  soil.   Have  we  not  seen  within  a  few 
years  past  this  &ct  folly  illustrated  in  the  flnetiia- 
tioa  in  the  price  of  slaves.    Nothing  ean  stop  tbe 
slave  trade  but  the  vigilance  of  that  part  of  our 
navy  which  is  employed  to  prevent  it.     if  I  am 
correctly  informed,  althoc^h  the  gentlemen  Iresn 
the  North  sick^  at  the  idea  of  slavery  being  t^ 
erated  in  Blisaonri,  some  of  their  brethfoaiiave 
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had  their  mereandle  cupidity  arcwsed  and  pot  into 
aotkm  by  the  imiiieiise  profits  of  this  trade.  Mr. 
Chairman,  this  cryi&ff  sin,  this  traffic  in  human 
blood,  the  late  smuffgling  of  dares,  of  vrhich  we 
have  heard  so  mucETik)  not  rest  solely,  upon  us ; 
die  land  of  sober  heibits  must  bear  a  large  share  of 
the  guilt 

It  is  Airtherraore  alle^d,  that,  by  permitting 
slavery  in  that  country,  it  will  operate  upon  and 
diminish  the  efficient  force  of  the  nation,  that  the 
people  of  the  tlareholding  States  wiil  be  able  to 
pay  their  proportions  and  contribute  their  contin- 
gents in  money,  but  can  add  nothing  to  the  mili- 
tary stren^h  of  the  nation.  That  assertion  needs 
no  refutation  from  me.  The  history  of  the  coun- 
try, from  the  earlier  settlements,  to  the  present 
^y,  proclaim  that  declaration  false  and  ground- 
less. I  would  appeal  to  the  generosity  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  pecmle  from  the  North  for  an  open 
and  explicit  eontradietion  of  that  assertion.  Liet 
evtary  battle  in  the  late  war  testify  to  the  contrary ; 
nay,  more,  when  a  haughty  and  insulting  enemy 
nuras  in  sight,  they  never  had  any  Constitutional 
scruples  in  crossing  their  State  hne.  How  fbitu- 
nate  for  the  prosperity  and  integrity  of  these  Uni- 
ted, States  would  it  be  had  the  North  the  ^ane 
reverence  for  the  Constitution  now,  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  that  they  had  last  war  in  the 
field  of  batde;  but  perhaps  the  remark  which  I 
have  been  answering,  when  made,  was  not  in- 
tended to  call  in  question  the  bravery,  patriotism, 
and  courage,  of  the  peo]de  of  the  South  and  West, 
where  slavery  was  tolerated,  but  only  intended  to 
convey  the  iaea,  that  part  of  the  white  male  popu- 
lation was  neeoed  at  home,  in  times  of  war,  to 
keep  down  the  spirit  of  rebellion  and  insurrection 
in  the  slaxes.  Admit  their  position  in  that  respect 
to  be  correct,  what  is  the  remedy  which  ought  to 
be  applied  ?  I  answer  and  say,  disperse  and  scat- 
ter tnem  throughout  the  American  continent  as 
much  as  possible,  render  the  dtsproportton  between 
the  white  and  black  population  as  great  and  ob- 
Tious  as  practicable,  and  that  is  the  surest  way  of 
preventing-  the  slaves  from  rising  in  arms;  by 
these  means  you  present  to  them,  in  the  most  clear 
md  striking  point  of  view,  their  own  weakness, 
their  total  incapacity  to  regain  their  liberty.  But, 
on  the  othier  hand,  if  we  adopt  an  opposite  course  of 
policy,  and  confine  the  slaves  to  a  few  of  the 
States,  in  those  States  the  blacks  will  become 
most  numerous  in  all  probability ;  they  have  no 
^education,  no  informatioB ;  they  are  ineapaUe  of 
taking  a  survey  of  the  strenffth  and  resources  of 
this  nation,  compared  with  their  own ;  they  can 
only  draw  the  comparison  within  the  immediate 
circle  of  their  respective  neighborhoods.  The  con- 
sequence of  this  will  be,  that,  impatient  of  re- 
straint, repeated  abortive  eibrts  will  be  made  to 
regain  their  liberty,  and  each  attempt  of  that  kind 
wUl  be  marked  and  characterized  first  b]|r  murders, 
assassinations,  massacres,  and  conflagrations ;  ana 
when  this  spirit  of  insurrection  is  quelled,  num- 
bers will  be  punished  with  exemplary  vengeance, 
and  the  situation  of  the  rest  rendered  more  miser- 
able. It  ouffht  not  now  to  be  forgotten  that  we 
af«  not  oalled  upon  to  decide  whether  slavery  shall 


be  admitted  into  the  United  States  or  not ;  we 
have  them  here ;  we  cannot  get  clear  of  them :  to 
set  them  free,  would  be  to  become  a  prey  to  their 
lawless  depredations.  The  countries  they  would 
infest  woud  be  rendered  to  us  uninhahitaDle :  the 
immediate  question  now  before  us  is,  what  is  best 
to  be  done  with  them  ?  Their  further  impprtatioa 
is  already  {prohibited.  From  the  facilities  of  our 
laws  of  naturalization,  emigration  is  invited  from 
every  quarter  of  the  world :  the  white  pqjulatioa 
is  ffainiuff  fast  on  the  black ;  nodiing  is  to  be  ap- 
pr&ended,  then,  from  them,  if  we  do  not  pursue 
the  policy  of  confining  them  to  a  small  part  of  the 
United  States.  Qenuemen  say  that  the  great  ob- 
ject of  their  policy  is  the  happmeae  and  iSicityof 
the  slaves  ^  the  amelioration  of  their  wretched  «on- 
dition ;  if  that  be  thar  object,  it  is  cotainly  lafid- 
able,  but  it  is  unquestionably  misdirected. 

Mr.  Chairman,  do  we  not  know  that  the  happi- 
ness  and  comforts  of  those  in  slavery  depend  upon 
a  iew  being  owned  by  one  man ;  for,  when  hun- 
dveds  are  &rown  together  upon  one  place,  ond^r 
an  owner  who  knows  them  not,  who  has  no  afib:- 
tion  for  them,  miserable  indeed  is  their  condition ; 
bit,  on  the  other  hand,  when  a  few  only  bdong  to 
one  man,  he  knows  than,  he  loves  them,  he  con- 
siders them  a  part  of  his  family :  some  have  been 
the  companions  of  hb  youth :  others  are  raised  by 
him,  anu  are  the  playpiates  of  his  children.  Thore 
is,  then,  a  mutual  affection  between  the  white  and 
black  part  of  that  family.  When  in  this  situation 
Ihey  are  truly  happy,  so  for  at  least  as  is  consistent 
with  dUivery .  They  want  nothing ;  they  are  crossed 
by  nothing.  The  last  is  a  source  of  felicity  that 
we  poor  busy  politicians  never  know.  We  have 
heard  from  tbe  other  side  of  the  House  that  the 
toleration  of  slavery  west  of  the  Mississippi  will 
greatly  add  to  their  numbers  by  a  rapid  mcsease. 
Have  gentlemen  who  support  this  am^idment 
viewed  this  proposition  in  aU  its  bearings,  and  seen 
bow  it  will  quadrate  with  the  principles  of  relision 
and  humanity,  under  the  necious  garb  of  wmich 
they  make  their  sly  political  advances  to  the  attain- 
ment of  power  ?  I  would  ask  them  how  the  popu- 
lation ofnaves  is  to  be  retarded  ?  The  droid  of 
suflWng  by  want^-ooe  of  the  causes  which  retard 
the  free  population — ^will  never  prevent  them  firom 
the  propagation  of  their  species.  The  other  means 
of  effecting  either  a  dimmudon  of  their  numbers, 
or  of  prerventinff  an  ineraase^  is  by  withholding  the 
necessaries  of  ufo,  hard  usage,  and  so  crowding 
them  together  as  to  beaet  and  engenda  maladies  of 
one  description  or  other.  On  the  other  hand«  a 
rapid  increase  of  their  numbos  is  a  compete  oe- 
monstratioD  of  their  situations  in  life  bemg  oom- 
fort^le.  This  course  of  policy  of  these  humane 
aantlemen  to  withhold  all  the  comforts  of  life 
from  the  slaves,  to  prevent  their  inoTease,  and  in 
that  way,  out  of  pure  love  for  them,  to  extinguish 
slavery  altogether,  is  what  I  would  call  humanity 
with  a  vengeance.  But  it  illustrates  what  I  said 
I  suspected  in  the  first  part  of  this  address — the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the  slaves,  which 
was  captivating  to  the  hedrt  of  the  philanthl-opist 
and  reliffionist,  was  only  an  empty  barrel  thrown 
out  to  &e  whale.    I  would  ask  those  hoaotahle 
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gentlemen  if  oar  country  is  so  thickly  settled  At 
this  time  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  adopt  any 
course  of  policy  intended  and  calculated  either  to 
diminish  or  retard,  by  withhdding  the  comforts  of 
life,  the  numbers  of  any  part  of  the  inhabitantB  of 
this  land  ?  Do  they  expect  it  will  fctf  centuries 
yet  to  come?  China,  I  believe,  is  the  only  spot 
upon  the  earth  where  the  population  is  pressmg 
against  the  limits  of  subsistence,  and  where  the 
execrable  policy  of  infanticide  has  been  sanctioned 
by  Government. 

This  amendment  is  fraught  with  the  greatest 
injustice  towards  the  people  of  Missouri.  Those 
who  lived  there  and  had  slaves,  when  that  country 
was  transferred  to  the  United  States,  wore  toU  in 
the  most  solemn  manner  by  the  very  terms  of  the 
treaty  itself,  that  they  were  to  be  secured  in  the 
free  enjoyment  of  th»r  property  ;  and  it  was  then 
well  known  to  the  contracting  parties,  that  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants  had  slaves.  To  those 
who  have  moved  there  since,  what  has  been  the 
language  of  this  Gk>vemmeat  to  them  7  It  was, 
tluLt  slavery  should  be  tolerated  there,  because  Con- 
gress, in  the  territorial  administration  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  that  country,  did  not  prohibit  it.  Un- 
der the  persuasion  that  tnat  description  of  property 
was  ana  would  continue  to  be  wdl  secured  to  the 
rightful  proprietors,  numbers  have  been  induced 
to  move  from  all  the  slaveholdinff  Stattes,to  that 
country,  and  carry  their  negroes  iSonff  with  them. 
.That  quarter  of  the  world  being  alike  free  and  open 
to  emigrants  from  all  parts  of  the  United  Slates, 
the  demand  for  land  was  increased,  the  price  of  it 
enhanced,  and  this  Government  had  been  the  gainer 
thereby.  Carry  this  amendment,  and  what  is  the 
result  1  A  violation  of  national  honor  and  plighted 
faith  to  those  who  are  there,  and  who  haVe  not  the 
means  of  resistance.  They  are  completely  at  our 
mercy ;  and  although  justice  is  on  their  side,  they 
have  no  way  to  obtain  it,  unless  we  grant  it  to 
them.  But  I  am  afraid  that  their  app^  for  their 
pditical  rifrhts  is  addressed  to  a  tribunal' with 
which  justice,  humanity,  and  religbn  is  but  a 
name,  a  shadow,  a  phantom.  We  are  told  that 
the  slave  property  which  is  now  there,  shall  be 
secure  to  the  owners,  I  have  shown  thai  the  in- 
crease is  to  be  taken  from  them.  If  the  amendment 
shall  be  adopted,  and  the  same,  from  necessity, 
acceded  to  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  what  wUi 
foUoW  as  the  consequence?  This-— that  emigra- 
tion from  all  the  alaveholdinj;.  States  being  sub- 
stantially prohibited^  the  popuuition  will  dow  into 
that  country  ezscUisively  from  the  North,  and  in 
the  coarse  of  a  few  years,  by  State  regulations, 
their  slaves  will  be  taken  from  them.  The  gen- 
tlemen who  advocate  this  amendment,  well  know 
the  consequence  that  will  follow  from  the  restric- 
tion as  now  proposed.  Their  declaration  that  the 
slave  property  now  there  is  not  eventqally  to  be 
affected,  is  insidious;  it  cannot  deceive  us.  the 
nation,  or  gull  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  l^is 
were  not  the  expected  and  looked  for  consequence, 
that  master  stroke  of  Northern  politics,  to  make  it 
a  non-8lavdi(^ding  State,  would  be  an  abortion, 
and  fall  short  of  its  mark.  The  people  of  Missouri 
have  sagacity  .enough,  if  this  amendment  shall  be 


adopted,  to  know  up<mtwhat  tb^  have  to  depend; 
that  is,  either  resistance  to  the  measure,  or  an  aban- 
donment of  their  country  and  homes,  becaiue  they 
never  will  consent  to  give  up  and  lose  their  slave 
property.  If  they  cluK>6e  tke  latter  altematiTe, 
and  seek  oat  other  countries  to  remove  to,  and  other 
lands  for  habitations,  their  possessions  which  they 
have  puochased  in  its  virgin  state  at  a  high  price, 
and  with  great  labor  rescued  part  of  it  mrai  the 
forest  and  wilderness,  will  have  to  be  tiirown  into 
the  maxket  That,  toother  with  the  land  of  the 
Gi&verament,  whicn  will  be  for  sale,  will  greatly 
reduce  the  price,  on  account  of  the  disproportion 
between  the .  article  in  market  and  the  demand. 
Those  of  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  who  wiU  be 
expelled  their  country  by  this  restriction,  wHl  be 
compelled  to  sell  Uieir  lands  at  whatever  price  that 
may  be  offered ;  the  purchasers  will  be  fixnn  the 
North ;  and  the  peojMe  of  that  country,  althoogh 
famed  for  their  outward  show  of  religion,  numanite, 
and  sober  habits,  have  never  been  ronarkable  lor 
their  liberality,  but  on  the  contrary,  notorious  for 
their  capacity  at  driving  a  good  barsain :  They 
are,  in  truth,  exceedmely  shajp-sigfated,  in  moneyed 
matters  as  well  as  politics.  There  are  other  con- 
siderations, which  ought  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  present  proposed  restriction.  Iniostiee,  as  it 
relates  to  the  slaveholdinff  States.  TKey  form,  in 
point  of  numbers,  one  -huf  of  this  Union.  They 
paid  thw  proportion  towards  the  purchase  of  this 
territory.  I  would  ask  of  this  House,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, and  particularly  those  who  advocate  the  <^ 
posite  side  of  the  question,  if  towards  those  Stales 
It  be  fair,  honorable,. and  just,  by  the  dead  weight 
of  number^  here,  to  interdict  and  prohibit  their  in- 
habitants from  an  equal  participation  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  icountry  west  of  the  Mississippi,  the 
largest  and  fairest  portion  of  the  American  woM  7 
Where,  I  would  asK,  can  the  people  of  chose  Stales 
which  tolerate  slavery  move  to,  it  you  forbid  them, 
by  a  system  of  measures,  ftom  goms  these  1  The 
whole  of  the  territori^  exc^t  me  Missouri^  wMch 
belong  to  the  United  States,  have  already  been 
surrendered  to  the  non-slaveholdiag  States  ;  for  it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  that  where  slavery  is  pro- 
hibited, there  the  slave  owners  cannot  go,  becaose 
they  cannot  give  up  their  slave  pn^ierty.  P^Y, 
more,  in  a  varietv  cm*  oases,  even  affection  foiMs 
a  separation.  It  has  been  said,  that  we  can  move, 
if  we  are  desirous  to  emigrate,  to  the  Mississippi 
and  the  Alabama;  but  I  would  adc,  how  cans 
Marylander,  a  Virginiaa.  and  Eentuckian,  mare 
there  ?  He  and  his  family  have  been  accttstooMd 
io  a  colder  climate.  It  is  unoongeaial  to  their 
constitutions.  The  danger  of  sickness  will  to  them 
be  alarming,  and  they  never  will  attempt  a  remoial 
to  those  States,  a  few  rare  instances  excepted.  If 
you  take  from  us  the  whole  of  the  Missouri  Tern- 
tory,  we  strike  at  once,  and  give  up  the  ship. 

We  are  reminded,  Mr.  uhainnan,  again  asd 
again,  that  the  people  of  the  East  and  Noith  canaot 
emigrate  to  countries  where  slavery  is  tolerated, 
because  the  sight  of  a  fellow-being  in  bondage  b  » 
abhorrent  and  repugnant  to  their  feelings.  This 
is  a  story  which  willnot  bear  telling ;  it  is  falsffied 
and  dis{nt>ved  by  every  day's  observation.    8Ja ¥07 
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exists  in  this  District.  Hundreds  of  slaves  are  seen 
here  every  day.  Yet  we  see  with  what  ardor, 
zeal,  and  pertinacity,  the  gentlemen  from  the  land 
of  soher  Imbits  contest  the  rights  of  each  other  to 
seats  on  this  floor.  Bat  for  that  they  may  perhaps 
have  the  common  apology,  that  it  is  patriotism  to 
their  country,  and  justice  to  their  constituents ;  or 
rather  say  the  per  diem  prompts  them  to  do  it. 

We  are  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  by  those  who  ad- 
vocate this  amendment,  that  a  strong  motive  with 
them  is  the  inequality  of  the  representation  between 
the  slaveholdiug  and  non-slaveholding  States. 
This  feature  in  the  Constitution  was  obviously  a 
oompomise,  by  the  members  of  the  Convention, 
and  IS  only  one  among  a  number  of  other  clauses 
in  that  instrument  which  show  the  great  efibrts 
that  were  made  hy  the  &thers  of  our  country  who 
firamed  the  Constitution,  to  reconcile  the  jarring 
and  conflicting  interests  of  the  several  parts  of  tire 
United  States.  However,  we  pay  an  equiyalent 
for  it  in  direct  taxation.  But  I  desire  them  to 
answer  this  question,  How  will  that  inequality  be 
iacreased,  diminished,  or  operated  upon  by  the  re- 
jection or  adoption  of  the  present  amendment  ?  If 
the  slaves  remain  in  the  present  slaveholding 
States,  instead  of  beinff  removed^  their  pcqiMilation 
'will  be  the  same ;  so  that  their  numbers  will  not 
be  aflfected  either  by  an  admission  ii^to,  or  an  ex- 
clusion from,  the  country  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
unless  the  policy  of  the  gentlemen  i^  to  crowd  th^ 
upon  as  small  a  tract  of  country  as  possible ;  and 
thereby,  through  want  of  the  comforts  and  neces- 
saries of  life,  either  to  diminish  thdr  numbers  or 
retard  their  natural  increase.  But  the  gentlemen 
will  not  avow  that  to  be  their  policv ;  for  then 
they  would  lose  all  that  portion  of  their  friends 
who  have  oilisted  under  their  banners  from  the 
genuine  eflusions  of  humanity.  Their  object  can- 
not surely  be  to  emancipate ;  Because,  in  tliat  event, 
the  whole  instead  of  three-flfths,  would  be  repre- 
sented on  this  floor. 

This  argument,  like  all  others,  from  the  begin- 
BiBg  of  this  debate  to  the  end,  is  unfounded  and 
fallacious.  Take  all  their  arsuments,  examine  and 
compare  them ;  they  willbetound  inconsistent  and 
contradictoryr )  not  only  one  with  another,  but  at 
cptn  war  with  that  specious  policy  Which  they 


tftve  out  as  the  moving  cause  to  their  present  er- 
2h<8  :  that  is,  humanity  and  religion.  These  cap- 
tivating termsj  and  all  their  arguments,  are  only 


that  is,  humanity  and  religion.  These  cap- 
wT«ung  terms,  and  all  their  arguments,  are  only 
intend^  to  rally  imder  their  banners  the  rdigious, 
homane,  benevolent,  and  philanthropic. 

Whjr,  I  ask,  all  this  disagreement  among  them- 
selves, in  the  positions  they  have  endeavored  to 
maintain  on  this  floor?  Why  is  the  same  sentle- 
men's  arafument  inconsistent,  one  partwitn  ano- 
ther ?  Does  it  arise  from  a  defect  in  the  clearness 
of  their  perceptions,  or  an  embarrassment  in  their 
delivery  ?  I  answer,  no.  What,  then,  is  the  cause 
of  this  confusion  ?  Nothing  bat  this:  It  is,  as  I 
said  at  first,  a  contest  for  political  power.  It  is 
intended  to  give  to  this  Union  a  majority  of  non- 
slavehc^diuff  States,  and  that  a  new  party  shall 
arise,  and  the  name  of  Federalist  and  Democrat, 
Whig  and  Tory,  Hartford  Convention  men  and  a 
jreal  patriot,  shall  all  be  consigned  to  the  silent  ton^ 
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of  oblivion,  and  that  slavery  in  the  United  States, 
or  universal  emancipation,  sliall  be  the  rallying 
point  and  the  political  watchword.  The  calcu- 
lation is,  then,  that  the  North,  having  a  majority 
of  the  non-slaveholdinff  States,  will  give  law  to 
this  nation,  and  Federalism,  not  of  the  honest  and 
patriotic  kind,  but  of  that  description  which  wished 
success  to  Great  Britain  during  the  last  war,  shall 
again  raise  its  head ;  and  by  tliis  grand,  yet  exe- 
crable manoeuvre,  rule  this  once  happy  land;  which 
God,  in  his  mercies,  forbid  1  I  say  these  are  the 
objects  of  the  prime  movers,  the  master  spirits  of 
this  storm,  and  they  dare  not  avow  them ;  hence 
the  disorder  and  confusion  in  their  ranks,  not  in 
ffiving  their  votes,  but  in  assigning  their  reasons 
for  tl^  same. 

I  have  but  a  few  words  more,  Mr.  Chairman, 
and  then  I  am  done*  I  call  upon  the  gentlemen 
from  both  sides  of  this  House,  to  tell  me  what  is 
to  be  the  consequence  if  this  section  be  not  settled 
in  some  way  this  session  ?  I  tnay  be  asked,  how 
is  that  to  be  done  ?  I  answer,  by  a  compromise, 
and  in  no  other  way.  Can  either  party  be  so  vain 
as  to  expect  a  victory  ?  Behold !  and  see  how  this 
nation  is  divided :  eleven  States  against  eleven ;  a 
small  majority  in  this  House  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment ;  a  smaU  one  in  the  Senate  against  it,  and 
the  Cabinet,  perhaps,  not  unanimous.  In  this^state 
of  public  scmtiment  the  bill  falls,  and  Missouri  is 
not  permitted  to  become  a  member  of  the  Union. 
Her  claims  are  just  and  well  founded,  but  we 
have  refused  to  recognise  them,  and  turned  a  deaf 
ear  to  her  petitions,  from  time  to  time ;  not  only 
that,  but  manifested  a  strong  disposition  not  even 
to  allow  her  citizens  the  rights  or  self-government, 
the  birthright  of  all  Americans. 

The  flame  of  seventy-six  may  burst  out.  They 
call  a  convention,  form  a  constitution  agreeably 
to  their  own  ideas  of  the  best  practicable  mode  of 
obtaming  happiness ;  they  disclaim  their  territorial 
vassalage,  and  set  up  for  themselves.  Are  we  to 
drive  them  to  submission  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
because  bein^  citizens  of  the  United  States  they 
claim  the  hign  destinies  of  freeborn  men  ?  If  the 
bayonet  is  the  policy,  who  is  to  wield  it  ?  Not  the 
Southern,  Western,  or  Bliddle  States,  for  the  hearts 
of  their  people  are  with  them ;  and,  ten  chances  to 
one,  if  arms,  the  last  argument  of  nations,  are  re- 
sorted to,  tney  will  assist  and  aid  them.  This 
dispute  is  like  no  other  that  ever  came  into  this 
House,  that  was  ever  before  the  legislative  body 
of  this  nation.  Party  spirit,  I  know,  has  at  times 
run  hieh,  but  the  great  dan^r  from  this  question 
as  it  relates  to  the  safety  and  integrity  of  the  Union, 
is  this,  that  it  is  not  the  same  State  divided  into 
parties ;  it  b  not  the  States  in  the  same  section  of 
the  Union  divided  against  each  other  ?  It  is  the 
North  and  Elast  against  the  ^outh  and  West.  It 
is  a  ^eat  geographical  line  that  separates  the  con- 
tending parties.  And  those  parties,  when  so  equally 
divided,  shake  mighty  empires  to  their  centre,  and 
break  up  the  foundations  of  the  great  deep,  that 
wos^  or  later,  if  not  settled,  will  rend  in  twain 
this  temple  of  liberty,  from  toe  top  to  the  bottom. 
My  friends  reply  to  me,  and  say,  how  can  you  com- 
promise, how  can  you  surrender  principle  ? 
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It  Strikes  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  matter  can 
be  settled  with  great  facility,  if  each  {Kurtjr  b^  so 
disposed,  and  neither  give  up  any  point  in  this 
question  which  may  be  called  principle.  Can  it 
not  be  done  by  permitting  Missouri  to  go  into 
the  Union  without  the  restriction,  and  then  draw 
a  line  from  the  western  boundary  of  the  proposed 
State  of  Missouri,  due  West,  to  the  Pacific  ?  Worth 
of  the  line  prohibit  slavery,  and  South  admit 
it? 

The  principle  we  contend  for  is,  first,  that  Con- 
gress cannot  demand  a  surrender  of  anV  sovereignty 
nrom  a  new  State  which  is  retained  by  the  old 
States.  In  thepat)posed  compromise  this  principle 
will  not  be  violated.  Next,  we  say  that  the  faith 
of  the  nation  is  pledged  to  the  people  of  that  Ter- 
ritory. Neither  will  this  principle  oe  given  up,  for 
the  Taritory  upon  which  the  compromise,  as  con- 
tempUted,  is  intended  to  operate,  is  a  wilderness, 
no  inhabitants,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  living 
thereon.  As  it  respects  the  gentlemen  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  present  propos^  restriction,  it  is  no 
sacrifice  of  pnnciple  if  they,  finding  that  they  can- 
not gain  all  tney  contend  for,  are  content  with  partial 
success.  I  beg  them  to  beware  one  thing,  as  they 
love  and  revere  this  Union,  not  to  push  matters  to 
extremities:  for,  although  they  may  have  a  major- 
ity on  this  floor,  we  will  never  submit  at  discretion. 
I  call  on  them  to  recollect  the  old  proverb,  "  be- 
ware of  the  desperation  of  a  peaceable  man»"  No, 
Mr.  Chairman,  sooner  than  be  delivered  over,  not 
to  our  brethren,  either  in  politics  or  affection,  but 
a  Federal  party  in  the  North,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
and  to  have  no  voice,  no  lot,  no  part,  in  this  Union, 
we  will  burst  all  the  ties  and  bonds  that  unite  us 
together,  and  stand  erect  in  our  own  majesty,  as 
did  that  mighty  man  of  old,  when  Delilah  said, 
"  the  Philistmes  be  upon  thee  Sampson."  I  do, 
therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  conjure  the  gentlemen 
from  every  part  of  the  House,  for,  and  on  bei^alf 
of  this  Union,  its  integrity  and  indivisibility,  not  by 
party  rancour  and  animosity^  to  arrest  it  in  its 
rapid  march  to  a  point  of  national  felicity,  glory, 
and  prosperity,  never  known,  either  in  the  old  or 
new  world.  Let  neither  side  any  longer  con  tend  for 
victory;  for  should  either  party  succeed,  and  finally 
triumph,' the  pride  of  victory  on  one  hand,  and  the 
mortincation  and  humiliation  of  defeat  on  the 
other,  will  widen  the  breach  and  prevent  a  cordial 
reconciliation.  Before  this  contest  is  pushed  to 
extremities,  let  us  meet  each  other  on  this  fioor 
half  way,  and  embrace  as  brothers  of  one  great 
political  community,  bury  the  tomahawk  of  party 
warfare,  and  smoke  the  pipe  of  peace. 

When  Mr.  H.  had  conciud^ — 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Illinois,  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee^  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  rising  to  address  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  I 
feel  greiatly  that  embarrasment  which  is  incident 
to  youth,  in  addition  to  that  which  is  almost  neces- 
sarily felt  by  all  in  approaching  a  subject  so  deli- 
cate and  momentous  in  its  nature.  And.  sir,  were 
I  otherwise  situated  than  I  am,  I  should  gladly 
withdraw  from  the  conflict,  and  leave  Ae  field  to 
those  whose  age  and  experience  better  qualify 


them  to  maintain  it.  But  in  addition  to  the  i 
mon  interest  which  is  felt  by  all  the  friends  of  this 
amendment,  I  fedi,  and  the  people  whom  i  have 
the  honor  to  represent  really  have,  an  interest  pe- 
culiar to  themsdves.  The  existence  of  slavery  is 
acknowledged  on  all  hand«  to  be  a  misfortune  imd 
an  evil  in  our  country,  and  experience  fitmififaei 
sad  evidence  of  the  evils  «nd  inconve&iences  that 
are  £elt  in  those  States  where  it  does  not  exist, 
from  its  existing  in  a  neighhoriiLg  State.  Mii- 
souri  and  Illinois  are  separated  onty  bjr  the  inter- 
vention of  the  Mississi|q[)i  river.  Thear  immedi- 
ate adjacency,  therefore,  gives  rise  to  a  pwlicnlar 
interest,  supmulded  to  (he  common  interest  £rit  by 
the  people  of  Illinois.  Thus  situated,  I  feel  it  my 
bounden  duty  to  give  the  amendment  my  sopport, 
and  shall  give  t£it  situation  as  an  excuse  lor  my 
venturing  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of  ihe 
Conuaittee,  bv  taking  a  share  in  this  delate. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  before  I  engage  in  the  ex- 
amination of  those  great  questions  which  ase  in- 
volved in  this  amendment,  I  must  beg  the  iadii- 
gence  of  the  Committee  while  I  attend  to  jvme 
remarks  which  have  fallen  firom  gentlemen  in' the 
course  of  this  discussion.    It  has  been  remarked 
as  frequently  as  gentlemen  have  been  heard  in  the 
opposition,  that  they  are  sworn   to  support  tke 
Constitution ;  and  it  has  been  farther  said  bv  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  R:aNOOLra,)  that 
UMXse  who  support  the  amendment  are  striving  to 
enter  the  temple  of  the  Constitution  at  the  hov 
of  midnight  to  violate  its  sanctuary.     It  is  fiutha 
said  by  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Holmes,)  that  they  are  striving  for  power,  and 
are  paving  the  way  for  some  master  juggler,  be- 
hind the  scene,  to  ride  into  the  Chief  Magistracy 
of  the  nation.    [Here  Mr.  Holmes  intemi^ited 
Mr.  Cook,  and  observed,  that  he  had  said,  Hmt  be 
believed  there  was  a  party  who  had  caojured  up 
this  hobby,  playing  a  deep  game,  and  who,  he  be- 
lieved, intended  to  try  to  turn  this  measure  to  their 
advantage,  and  ultimately  to  secure  to  thar  leader 
the  Presidential  chair.    But  that,  from  that  par^ 
he  had  expresdlv  excepted  the  gentlemen  of  this 
Committee.]    Without  havini^  any  reooUectaon  of 
the  exqeption  now  spoken  of  by  the  gentkmao, 
continued  Mr.  C,  I  must  say,  that  the  exjAanatioa 
has  made  the  insinuation,  which  I  heSore  coaiid- 
ered  a  direct  attack  upon  the  integrity  of  ihoK 
with  whom  I  am  acting  on  this  occasion,  no  \em 
unpalatable  than  it  was  before.    That  there  hw 
been  a  bobby  conjured  up  out  of  doors^  and,  by  oig- 
ing  it,  that  we  are  striving  for  power,  and  tktt  a 
master  juggler,  at  the  head  of  that  party,  behmd 
the  scene,  expects  to  turn  that  power,  if  ^n^j^H^ 
to  his  advantage,  is,  to  my  mind,  leaving  the  im- 
putation as  strone  in  fact,  thouffh  not  so  m  expres- 
sion, as  I  originuly  understood  it     Sir,  if  I  wot 
to  look  through  this  Committee  for  one  to  suspeet 
of  being  uncter  the  infiilence  of  such  motives  as 
have  been  insinuated  by  the  honoraUe  member, 
there  is  no  man  on  whom  that  suspicion  vroodd 
sooner  fix  itself  than  the  gentleman  who  has  just  in- 
terrupted me.    And  I  would  further  remark  that  1, 
as  well  as  gentlemen  in  the  opposition,  have  swam 
to  support  the  Constitution ;  and  while  I  will  say 
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to  them,  "act  in  pursuance  of  your  honest  convic- 
tions," allow  me  also  to  do  the  same. 

In  the  coarse  of  my  observations,  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  shall  not  repose  with  c<mfidence  on  all  the  pot^i- 
tions  which  gentlemen  have  assumed  who  nave 
preceded  me  in  support  of  this  amendment.  I 
shall,  however,  undertake  to  prove  that  the  Con- 
stitution, according  to  a  fair  and  liberal  construc- 
tion of  that  instrument,  does  vest  the  power  in 
Congress  to  legislate  upon  this  subject ;  that  the 
treaty,  even  if  it  were  competent  for  a  treaty  to  do 
sOf  has  not  infringed  that  power:  and  I  shall  fur- 
ther undertake  to  prove  that  it  is  expedient  to  exer- 
cise it. 

In  doing  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  not  rest 
alone  upon  the  provision  in  the  Constitution  which 
imparts  the  power  "to  provide  for  the  general 
wcl&re."  But  I  shall  be  far  from  considermff  this 
Mr.  General  Welfare,  as  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Hardin)  has  styled  that  provision,  a 
ffreat  political  scoundrel.  No,  sir,  I  shall  look  to 
nim  as  my  great  captain — ^my  captain  general — in 
the  march  of  mv  argument,  and  shall  discard  all 
arguments  which  are  not  promotive  of  his  inter- 
ests. Nor  shall  I,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  that  gentle- 
man, as  well  as  a  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Smyth,)  has  done,  complain  of  and  denounce  the 
propriety  of  being  furnished  with  the  sentiments 
of  the  people,  tiu-ough  memorials,  pamphlets,  or 
resolutions,  as  they  may  choose  to  communicate 
them,  on  this  important  subject.  No,  sir,  I  hold 
the  right  of  the  people  to  assemble  and  make 
known  their  wishes,  opinions,  and  feelings  to  their 
Representatives,  in  any  decent  manner  which  they 
may  choose  to  adopt,  too  sacred  either  to  be 
ahnd^ed  or  discouraged  by  treating  the  result  of 
their  mquiries  with  entire  neglect ;  much  less  with 
entire  contempt  Sir,  I  rejoice  that  I  live  in  a 
country  where  the  people  have  the  riff ht  of  discus- 
sing ad  measures  of  government ;  and  I  still  more 
rejoice  that  thev  exercise  that  right.  While  they 
do  exercise  it,  tnere  may  he  some  hope  of  preserv- 
ing the  purity  of  our  institutions.  Each  man,  by 
thus  discussing  those  measures^  becomes  more  or 
less  qualified  to  stand  as  a  sentinel  on  the  watch- 
Cower  of  the  nation,  to  guard  its  liberties,  and,  as 
he  becomes  qualified,  his  wiUinffness  increases  to 
perform  that  holy  duty.  I  will  he  the  last  man  to 
invade  this  high  prerogative. 

I  shall  not,  therefore,  as  those  gentlemen  have 
done,  treat  thoAe  pamphlets,  memorials,  and  reso- 
lutions with  contempt  and  severity,  hut  with  re- 
apect  and  deference;  reserving  to  mysrif  the  riffht, 
however,  of  judffing  of  the  constitutionality  of  all 
measores ;  for  I  do  not  consider  instructions,  either 
legislative  or  popular,  so  hinding  as  to  require  the 
^  representative  to  violate  the  Constitution ;  hut  they 
'  are  certainly  entitled  to  ^reat  weight  in  deciding 
upon  matters  of  policy. 

Bat,  dr,  to  proceed  to  the  Constitution.  The 
9th  section  of  the  first  article  contains  the  follow- 
ing provision : 

**  The  migration  or  importation  of  tach  persons  as 
ooj  of  the  Sutet  now  existing  tball  think  proper  to 
mdmity  thall  not  be  prohibited  bj  the  Congress  prior  to 
Cbe  year  1808 ;  but  a  Ux  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 


buoh  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each 
person.*' 

(Gentlemen  in  the  opposition  have  difiered  as  to 
the  objects  to  which  those  two  words,  "  migration 
and  importation,"  apply.  Some  say  they  api^y 
exclusively  to  slaves,  but  contend  they  were  used 
as  synonymous  terms.  Others  say  that  the  power 
to  prohibit  migration  is  given  in  aid  of  the  power 
to  prohihit  importation.  And  others  contend  that 
it  is  given  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  free  white 
persons,  when  the  public  security  mav  require  it 
From  tne  language  of  that  clause  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, Mr.  Chairman,  without  any  other  evidence  of 
the  intention  of  its  framers,  I  think  it  must  be  ap- 
parent to  every  candid  mind  that  they  meant  slaves, 
and  slaves  only;  for,  although  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  the  nation  required  many  Constitutional 
provisions  in  relation  to  them,  yet  you  will  find 
that,  whenever  slaves  are  meant,  the  word  persons 
is  invariably  used  iii  describing  them.  But,  it  is 
said  by  tfie  gentleman  last  up,  (Mr.  Haboin,)  that 
the  restriction  as  to  the  time  when  Congress  shall 
exercise  this  right  of  prohibiting  the  importation 
and  migration  of  slaves,  is  a  restriction  upon  power, 
and  no  delegation  of  power ;  and  that  the  power 
of  prohibiting  migration  does  not  exist  in  Congress, 
even  after  the  year  1808,  the  period  at  which  the 
restriction  expired.  What,  sir,  a  restriction  upon 
power,  when  no  power  exists  to  be  restricted! 
That  no  power  should  exist  in  Congress  to  prohihit 
the  importation  or  migration  of  slaves,  and  that 
the  framers  of  the  Constitution  should  still  deem  it 
necessary  to  restrict  the  power  of  Congress,  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1808,  is  to  my  mind  attributing 
to  that  body  the  commission  of  an  absurditv  that, 
to  say  the  least,  appears  in  no  other  part  of  that  in- 
strument. Nx),  sir,  the  restriction  upon  any  power 
necessarily  presupposes  the  existence  of  that  power; 
and,  although  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  does 
not  contain  a  delegation  of  power  in  express  terms, 
it  does,  by  a  necessary  and  universal  rule  of  con- 
struction, admit  its  existence.  It  is,  sir,  in  techni- 
cal languase,  a  negative  pr^nant^  negating  the 
power  of  Congress  for  a  given  period,  and  amrm- 
mg  it  after  that  period.  But,  sir,  if  this  clause  of 
Uie  Constitution  means  white  persons  in  any  part 
of  it,  why  confine  it  to  the  States  "now  existing?" 
If  it  were  necessary  to  restrain  Congress  from  pass- 
ing laws,  prohibiting  the  migration  of  free  white 
persons  into  the  States  already  settled  and  admitted 
into  the  Union,  I  can  see  no  good  rea.son  for  leav- 
ing that  power  unrestricted^when  new  States,  not 
then  admitted,  and  which  might  stand  in  greater 
need  of  population,  should  come  in  question.  Such 
a  construction,  sir,  is  hostile  to  the  obvious  import 
of  the  language  made  use  of  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  and  still  more  hostile  to  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  which  intends  to  open  its 
bosom  as  an  asylum,  and  invite  emigration.  But 
that  the  word  "importation"  was  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  slaves,  is  admitted  on  all  hands  j  and,  if  so, 
I  would  ask,  why  insert  the  word  migration  di- 
rectly after  it,  and  leave  them  both  to  apply  to  the 
worn  persons,  without  distinffuishing  between  the 
kinds  of  persons  on  whom  they  were  respectivel|r 
to  operate?    But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  are  fortu- 
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nately  provided  with  the  Journal  of  that  Conven- 
tion who  bequeathed  to  this  nation,  I  trust,  the 
eternal  charter  of  our  liberties,  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution ;  and,  as  this  clause  of  that  Constitution 
is  to  have  an  important  bearing  upon  this  subject, 
according  to  the  view  I  take  of  it,  I  beg  leave  to 
ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  such  part  of 
its  history  as  I  conceive  calculated  to  shed  any 
light  upon  the  subject. 

In  the  4th  section  of  the  7th  article  of  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  five,  who  reported  to  the  Con- 
vention the  plan  of  a  Constitution,  the  following 
proposition  will  be  found :  "  No  tax  or  duty  shall 
'be  laid  by  the  Legislature  (meaning  Congress) 

*  on  articles  exported  from  any  State ;  nor  on  the 

*  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  the 
'  several  States  shall  think  fit  to  admit;  nor  shall 

*  such  migration  or  importation  be  prohibited." 
By  this  proposition,  it  will  be  seen  that  no  tax  was 
to  be  imposed  either  on  migration  or  importation. 
Nor  was  such  migration  or  importation  ever  to  be 
prohibited  by  Congress.  When  this  report  of  the 
committee  was  taken  up  in  the  Convention,  it  was 
moved  to  insert  the  word  "  free"  before  "  persons," 
and  thereby  defeat  the  restriction  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  imposed  on  the  power  of  Congress  to 
tax  the  importation  and  migration  of  slaves.  The 
question  not  being  taken  on  that  day,  the  proposed 
amendment  was,  on  the  following  day,  withdrawn, 
leaving  the  slaves  as  yet  free  from  taxation,  and 
placing  it  beyond  the  power  of  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit their  importation  or  migration,  wheresoever 
the  States  might  think  fit  to  admit  them.  But, 
.sir,  previous  to  this  period,  the  great  question  of 
apportioning  the  representation  had  been  discussed 
for  near  forty  successive  days ;  and  it  was  readily 
seen  by  the  members  from  the  non-slaveholding 
States,  that  if  they  permitted  the  perpetual  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  and  also  the  migration  of  those 
slaves,  into  the  new  States,  that,  from  the  great 
number  that  might  be  imported,  and  that  might 
migrate  with  their  owners  mto  the  new  States,  the 
balance  of  power  might  always  be  held  against 
them  by  the  accumulation  of  slave  representation; 
they  therefore  moved  to  commit  that  clause  to  a 
committee  for  compromise  and  amendment ;  and 
the  committee  accordingly  reported,  two  days 
thereafter,  the  following  amendment  as  a  substi- 
tute for  the  clause  committed :  "The  migration  or 

*  importation  of  such  persons  as  the  several  States 

*  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall 

*  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  (meaning 

*  Congress)  prior  to  the  year  1800,  but  a  tax  or 

*  duty  may  be  imposed  on  such  migration  or  im- 
'  portation,  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  the  average  of 

*  the  duties  laid  on  imports."  By  this  proposed 
amendment,  Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  right  of  importation  and  migration  was  to  be 
confined  to  such  States  then  existing  as  might 
think  proper  to  admit  them ;  and,  also,  to  leave 
Congress  to  the  exercise  of  its  sovereign  power  on 
these  subjects,  which  embraced  the  right  of  pro- 
hibiting their  migration  or  importation,  after  the 
year  1800.  But  the  right  to  lay  a  tax  both  upon 
importation  and  migration,  according  to  the  aver- 
age duties  laid  on  imports,  was  still  reserved. 


This  provision,  however,  did  not  suit  the  views 
of  the  Southern  States,  and,  accordingly,  on  the 
next  day  it  was  moved  to  extend  the  restriction  to 
1808 ;  and  it  was  agreed  to.  But,  lest  it  should  be 
misunderstood  as  to  what  description  of  persons 
this  provision  was  intended  to  ^pplyj  it  was  on  the 
same  day  moved  to  substitute  the  tollowing  instead 
of  the  before  recited  clause :  "  The  importaticMi  of 
slaves  into  such  States  as  shall  permit  the  same, 
shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  o{  the 
United  States  until  the  year  1808."  This  propo- 
sition, because  it  used  the  obnoxious  term  "slaves^" 
because  it  did  not  except  new  States,  and  because 
it  reserved  no  right  to  impose  a  tax  on  such  im- 
portation, was  promptly  rejected. 

The  provision  now  in  the  Constitution  was  thai 
proposed  and  adopted ;  varying,  as  will  be  seed, 
from  the  report  of  the  select  committee,  whieh  had 
left  both  the  importation  and  migration  oi  slaves 
subject  to  the  average  duties  of  imports,  so  as  to 
male  their  importation  only  subject  to  taxation, 
and  limiting  that  tax  to  so  moderate  a  sum  as  to 
prevent  Congress  from  virtually  prohibiting  such 
importation  by  the  imposition  of  a  heavy  tax,  and 
leaving  the  migration,  which,  Mr.  Chairman, 
means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  removal  of  . 
slaves  from  one  State  to  another,  free  from  taxa- 
tion ;  an  exception  that  was  necessary  to  be  liiade 
in  order  to  preserve  inviolate  that  clause  of  the  Con- 
stitution which  had  provided  that  "no  tax  or  duty 
shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  State." 

Having  thus  traced  this  provision  in  tne  Consti- 
tution to  it  final  adoption,  I  think  there  can  he  bat 
one  opinion,  at  least  as  to  the  description  of  per- 
sons on  whom  it  was  intended  to  operate.  And  I 
think  the  examination  will  also  contribute  mudi 
to  prove  that  the  right  was  understood  and  intend- 
ed to  be  vested  in  Congress,  to  prevent  the  migra- 
tion of  slaves  into  the  new  Stales,  from  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  and  even  in 
the  old  States,  after  the  year  1808— a  power  essen* 
tially  necessary  to  check  an  evil  which  produced 
so  much  difficulty  in  settling  the  princi|»es  of  ^ 
Constitution. 

Indeed.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  .seems  to  me  diat  we 
can  plainly  see  through  all  this  mysterious  amage- 
ment  of  dates  and  restriction  to  the  then  existing 
States,  if  we  will  for  a  moment  advert  to  the  or- 
dinance of  1787,  by  which  the  faith  of  the  Old 
Congress  was  pledged  to  admit  into  the  Union  the 
new  States  to  be  formed  within  the  bonndarfes  of 
the  Northwestern  Territory,  as  non-slaveholding 
repulalican  States.  If  the  power  of  Congress  to 
restrict  slavery  had  been  tied  up  in  relation  to  ^le 
admission  of  those  States  until  the  year  1808,  new 
States  might  have  come  into  the  Union  prior  to 
that  period  from  that  quarter;  and,  if  they  had 
desired  slavery,  the  power  of  virtually  repealing 
that  ordinance  mi^ht  thus  have  been  given  to  those 
new  States,  which  was  a  compact  between  the 
people  of  the  United  States  and  of  that  Territory, 
and  subject  to  be  dissolved  only  by  their  mutnal 
consent.  And  hence  also  the  delegation  of  that 
discretional  power  which  Congress  has  of  admit- 
ting new  States  or  not,  as  I  shall  attemrpt  to  pmre 
hereafter. 
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Bot,  sir,  slavery  unhappily  existed  in  our  coun- 
try previous  to  tne  adoj^on  of  the  jnresent  Con- 
s^tution.  and,  in  oMer  to  secure  the  blessings  of  a 
union  of  the  States,  which,  by  their  joint  energies 
|ind  the  united  sacrifice  of  tneir  blood  and  treasure^ 
had  achieved  a  glorious  independence,  mutual 
concessions  were  necessary  to  be  made  to  and  by 
the  respective  sections  of  the  empire.  Slaves, 
therefore,  because  they  formed  a  considerable 
share  of  the  Southern  population^  and  not  because 
they  save  strength  to,  for  they  m  fact  enfeebled, 
the  physical  force  of  the  country,  it  was  agreed 
^KRild  be  represented  in  Congress,  making  five 
slaves  equal  to  three  white  persons  in  the  enume- 
ration. And  in  the  same  spirit  of  compromise  and 
eoneemion  to  the  South,  the  right  to  import  slaves 
aad  also  to  take  them  from  State  to  State,  as  the 
States  themselves  miffht  allow,  until  the  year  1808, 
"was  also  guarantied  by  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tutiqo.  And,  in  conuderation  of  these  advantages, 
the  South  surrendered  in  favor  of  the  North  the 
jight  to  Congress  to  stop  both  ^  their  importation 
and  migration  after  that  period.  And,  sir,  the 
-word  migration  here,  is  sufficiently  explained, 
-when  I  say  that  the  tight  to  import  into  the  States 
on  the  seaboard  mi^ht  not  be  construed  to  imply 
the>ri^t  of  migratmg  with  them, to  States  in  the 
interior,  and  hoace  it  was  deemed  neces^ry  to 
guaxanty,  prior  to  1808,  as  well  the  right  of  mi- 
gration as  of  importation. 

To  test  the  correctness  of  the  construction,  Mr. 
Chainnan,  let  us  examine  the  practical  exposition 
which  this  article  has  received  since  the  adoption 
of  tha  Constitution  down  to  the  present  period. 
CSenllemen,- 1  am  rejoiced  to  say,  both  from  the 
Boath  and  Nor^  have  displayed  a  noble,  a  maa- 
nanimous,  and,  indeed,  sir,  1  might  say,  an  et^uaUy 
holy  zeal,  to  put  down  thatdialwlical  and  unchiis- 
-tian  practice,  .which  has  so  long  disgraced  the  civ- 
ilizea  world,  the  slave  trade.  In  1807,  Congress 
fassed  a  law  expressive  of  the  deep  abhorrence  of 
that  nefarious  traffic,  which  was  fielt  by  the  nation, 
to  tahe  eiect  on  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1808,  the 
first  hour  that  it  oouM  qpmte  after  the  expiration 
of  the  restriction  imposed  by  the  Constitution  on 
the  power  of  Congress  over  that  subject.  That 
law  forbade  the  importation  of  slaves  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  any  of  their  Territories,  and  imposed 
a  heavy  penalty  for  its  violation.  On  the  20th 
of  Apnl,  1618,  a  sapplnnent  was  passed  to  tiliat 
act.  psoviding  ,new  ruards  and  penalties  against 
BUCA  importation.  On  the  3d  of  March,  1819, 
another  law  was  passed,  authorizing  the  employ- 
ment of  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  an  i^pMpriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lats  was  made  still  to  further  the  views  of  the  coun- 
try, to  put  down  this  balieful  and  unhallowed  prac- 
tice. Thus  the  zeal  and  the  wisdom  of  the  Qov- 
enunent  has  been  exerted  for  twdve  years,  in  the 
cause  of  humanity. 

But.  sir,  from  what  source,  I  demand  of  gentle- 
mcp,  nave  they  derived  this  power "?  from  what 
provision  in  tliKS  Constitution  do  they  derive  the 
power  tP  en^oy  the  money  and  the  arms  of  the 
nation,  to  rescue  these  unhaMiy  bdngs  from  the 
httadtoflairiessoppression  and  vile  cupidity?  Sir 


it  is  the  same  clause  of  that  Constitution  fnmi 
which  I  derive  my  power  to  vote  icx  a  prohibition 
to  the  migration  of  slaves  into  Missouri.  And  if 
ffentlemen  will  search  that  Constitution  till,  like 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph,) 
their  eyes  are  worn  out  in  the  service,  they  can 
find  it  nowhere  else.  But,  I  ask,  do  they  find  it  in 
tkfA  clause?  No,  sir,  it  is  not  there ;  that  clause 
contains  no  delegation  o£  power — ^it  is  a  restricticm 
upon  power.  According  therefore  to  this  course 
of  reasoning,  there  is  no  power  in  Congress  to  pro- 
hibit this  mfamous,  this  disgraceful  traffic,  and 
g^tlemen  have,  in  this  case,  as  weU  as  in  the  ad- 
mission of  new  States  upon  condition,  heretofore 
been  exercising  a  usurped  authority.  Sir,  such  is 
not  the  fact,  nor  will  gentlemen  consent  to  such 
reasoning.  No,  sir.  we  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  imp(»rtation  or  slaves,  and  that  very  clause 
gives  us  the  power;  and  it  c^ves  it  to  us  by  con- 
struing it,  as  I  have  once  ^id,  as  a  negative  preg- 
nant negativing  the  power  of  Congress  to  pronibit 
such  importation  until  1808,  and  suter  that  period 
affirming  that  power.  Sir,  it  is  by  this  course  of 
reasoning,  and  this  only,  that  we  can  arrive  at  any 
power  to  act  upon  this  subject.  We  therefore,  Mr. 
Chairman,  have  power  in  both  cases,  or  we  have 
it  in  neither. 

I  think,  sir,  I  have  now  ahovm  that,  if  Confi^ess 
has  the  riffht  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  skves 
into  the  United  States,  it  has  the  power  to  prohibit 
their  migration  into  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri. 
And  I  trust,  sir,  when  I  come  to  treat  of  that  pro- 
vision of  tne  Constitution  which  authorizes  the 
admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfy  the  Committee  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  its  framers  to  leave  this  very  subject 
open  to  the  future  decision  and  legislation  of  the 
nation.  But,  before  I  a^k  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  that  part  of  the  subject,  I  will  beg 
leave  to  offer  a  few  remarks  m  relation  to  the  prac- 
tical exposition  of  the  power  of  Congress,  to  admit 
States  mto  the  Union  upon  conditions. 
^  Congress,  at  its  first  session  aAer  the  adoption 
of  the  present  Constitution,  passed  a  law  dedara- 
tory  of^  the  validity  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  in 
which  it  was  provided  that,  in  the  States  to  be 
foitned  therefrom,  slavery  should  not  exist.  This 
law  was  approved  by  the  illustrious  Wabbington, 
who  had  just  before  witnessed  the  deliberations  of 
the  Convention,  on  that  interesting  and  important 
subject  of  slavery,  and  had  all  those  adverse  feel- 
ings and  jarring  interests  which  attraded  that  dis- 
cussion in  the  Convention  fresh  in  his  recoUec- 
tiouj  for  he  was  President  of  the  Convention. 

Sir,every  President,  I  believe,  who  has  been  in 
office  smce  the  time  of  Washington  down  to  the 
present  day,  has  approved  some  act  of  admitting 
a  new  State  into  the  Union ;  and  none  has  been 
admitted  since  that  j^riod,  which  has  not  had 
some  condition  prescribed  as  the  terms  of  its  ad- 
mission. Even  the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr. 
Monroe,  has  recognised  this  doctrine  in  the  i 


sion  both  of  Alab 


and  lUinob,  and 


dmis- 


recognised  this  very  identical  restnotion  on  coft- 
dilion  in  rekition  to  the  latter.  Yet  gentleBden 
tell  us,  it  is  dl  a  barefaced  usurpation  of  p<ywer 
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iHiich  Congreas  has  been  thus  exercising^  and 
which  all  the  Presidents  have  been  sanctioning. 

Sir,  I  will  not  cast  that  reflection  npon  those 
illustrious  personages  who  have  administered  this 
Ctovemment,  nor  upon  those  ^ntlemen  who  have 
preceded  us  in  this  body,  which  so  bold  an  accu- 
sation implies.  That  such  a  syrstem  of  usurpation 
should  continue  in  practice  without  interruption 
for  thirty  years — sanctioned  bv  almost  every  suc- 
cessive Congress,  in  some  shape  or  other,  by 
Washington,  Adams,  Jefferson,  Madison,  and  even 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate,  Mr.  Monroe,  is.  to 
my  mind,  a  position  which  would  only  be  taken 
in  a  desperate  cause,  in  support  of  a  desperate 
measure.  Sir,  a  construction  thus  acquiesced  in 
becomes  something  like  a  principle  of  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  not  now  to  be  shaken,  and  particularly  by 
those  who  have  heretofore  acquiesced  in  it,  and 
given  it  their  sanction. 

But,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  admit  that  the 
ordinance  was  unconstitutional  at  the  time  of  its 
adoption  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  power  in 
the  Old  Congress  to  agree  to  the  admission  of  new 
States,  without  consent  of  nine  States,  which  gen- 
tlemen say  was  not  the  case — does  not  the  present 
Constitution  give  that  power  to  a  majority  of  both 
Houses?  and  did  not  the  first  Congress,  under 
this  Constitution,  virtually  re-enact  it  when  they 
passed  the  act  adapting  it  to  the  new  state  of 
mings?  Surely  they  did.  But  I  will  go  further, 
and  admit  that  the  sixth  article  was  intended  only 
to  operate  on  the  Territory  and  that,  under  its  on- 
ffinal  enactment  it  had  performed  its  office,  when 
States  were  organized.  Yet  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  it  has  been  revived,  even  if  that  were 
the  case,  three  several  times  since,  I  mean  when 
those  States  which  it  embraced  app^lied  for  ad- 
mission, and  has.  by  virtue  of  such  revival,  become 
now  a  matter  or  compact  between  each  of  those 
States  and  the  Unitea  States,  and  I  think  Con- 
gress would  consider  it  a  violation  of  that  compact 
for.  either  of  those  States  to  undertake  to  aamit 
slavery  hereafter. 

In  the  case  of  Stuart  against  Ladrd,  1  Cranch, 
pa^  299,  decided  bv  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  in  1803,  this  doctrine  is  laid  down: 

**  Another  reason  for  reversal  is,  that  the  Jadges  of 
the  Bopreme  Court  have  no  right  t^  sit  as  circuit  judges, 
not  being  appointed  as  such ;  or,  in  other  words,  that 
they  ought  to  have  distinct  commissions  for  that  pur- 
pose. To  this  objection,  which  is  of  recent  date,  it  is 
sufficient  to  observe,  that  practice  and  acquiescence 
under  it  for  a  period  of  several  years,  commencing 
with  the  organization  of  the  Judicial  system,  affi>rds 
an  irresistible  answer,  and  has  indeed  fixed  the  con- 
struction. It  is  a  contemporary  interpretation  of  the 
most  forcible  nature.  This  practical  construction  is 
too  strong  and  obstinate  to  be  shaken  or  controlled. 
Of  coarse  the  question  is  at  rest,  and  ought  not  now  to 
be  disturbed." 

And,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States'  Bank,  so 
mbly  argued,  and  then  so  aUy  decided  by  the  same 
^ourt,  during  the  last  Winter,  (see  4  WhiaUm,  400,) 
the  court  recognises  the  same  ddctine— contend- 
ing) however,  without  the  aid  of  precedent,  that 


the  charter  is  the  offiipring  of  legitimate  legisla- 
tion on  the  part  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Madison  also,  inliis  Message  to  the  Senile 
in  1816^  conmiunicating  his  disapprobation  of  the 
bill  which  had  passed  both  Houses  of  Congresiy 
incorporating  a  National  Bank,  makes  these  ob- 
servations : 

**  Waiving  the  question  of  the  ConstitotiooaJ  as- 
thority  of  the  Legislature  to  esUblish  an  iocorporated 
bank,  as  being  prednded  in  my  judgment  by  repealed 
reoognitions,  under  varied  circumstances,  of  the  valid- 
ity of  such  an  institution,  in  acts  of  the  legislatfve, 
executive,  and  judicial  branches  of  the  GovemmeAt, 
accompanied  by  indications  in  different  modes  of  a  eoa- 
currence  of  the  general  will  of  the  nation.**  dtc 

Thus,  Mr.  Chairman^  it  will  be  seen,  that,  upon 
the  principles  established  by  the  Supreme  Coim, 
recognised  in  two  cases  which  I  have  cited,  and 
upon  a  principle  recognised  also  by  President  Mad- 
ison, this  question  should  now  be  considered  as  in 
some  dej^ree  settled,  if  not  precluded.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Hardin,)  however, 
will  not  admit  that  precedent  ought  to  have  any 
weight  in  settling  the  principles  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. What,  not  a  precedent  made  by  some  oi 
the  very  framers  of  that  Constitution  i  A  preae- 
dent,  also,  produced  by  a  concurrent  Icgtuative 
exposition !  Sir,  General  Washin^n  and  Mr. 
Madison,  who  have  both  given  their  approbation 
to  this  construction,  were  members  of  that  Con- 
vention. And,  yet,  shall  it  be  said  their  constroc- 
tion  should  have  no  weight  ?  The  gentleman 
however  claims,  I  perceive,  the  benefit  ofprecedent 
when  it  operates  m  his  favor.  He  telb  yoa  that 
Missouri  is  entitled  to  admission  from  her  num- 
bers, although  the  Constitution  says  nothing  aboot 
numbers.  Yet,  he  says,  that  otner  States  have 
been  admitted  with  less  than  sixty  thousand,  which 
forms  a  precedent  by  which  Congress  ought  to  be 
governed  in  admitting  Missouri.  Sir,  I  wiU  be 
cailidid.  I  will  admit  the  force  of  his  precedeut. 
I  think  Missouri  entitled  to  admission,  but  in  reo- 
offnising  her  right  upon  precedent,  I  certainly  must 
c&im  the  benSt  of^my  own,  and  ask  the  gentle- 
man, with  the  same  frankness,  to  do  the  lilw. 

Having  shown,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  I  think  I  have, 
that  Congress  have  the  power  to  prohibit  the  no- 
grration  of  slaves  to  Missouri,  and,  from  the  prac- 
tice of  the  Government,  that  conditions  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  federal  rights  of  the  State  may  be 
tendered  as  the  terms  of  i^nussion.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  examine  that  clause  of  the  Constitution 
which  says  '<  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  the 
Congress  into  this  Union."  From  the  very  lan- 
^age  of  this  provision,  there  would  seem  to  beaa 
implied  existence  of  a  discretion  in  Congress  to  ad- 
mit or  reject  In  the  justness  of  this  construction, 
however,  gentlemen  generally  concur  on  both  sides. 
But  it  is  contended  by  the  sentlonan  -froiii  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  Hardin,)  as  weU  as  a  gentleman  &oa 
Virginia, (Mr.  Smyth,)  that  Con^^ress  has  no  othe 
power  but  simply  to  reject  or  admit ;  that "  a  State" 
is  a  definite  term,  as  li^ed  in  the  Constitution,  and 
implies  in  its  definition  a  negation  of  the  power  of 
Confess  to  interfere  further  with  it  than  to  see 
that  It  is  republican.  To  this  argument,  Mr.  C^air- 
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man,  I  think  it  would  be  a  saffictent  answer  to  say 
diat,  if  Congress  may  reject,  some  reason  ought  to 
be  assigned  for  such  rejection,  and  if  it  is  not  a 
reason  in  conflict  with  the  exercise  of  the  federal  ^ 
rights  of  the  State,  that  such  reason  might  as  well 
be  suggested  as  a  condition,  as  to  hold  back,  and  i 
reserve  its  disclosure  till  the  Constitution  is  pre- ' 
sented.    But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  have  said,  while  ' 
discussing  another  branch  of  this  subject,  that  the  I 
discretional  power  which  this  clause  of  the  Con-  \ 
stitntion  gives  to  Congress  to  admit  or  reject,  was  , 
given  wiSk  an  eye  to  this  very  subject    That  it ' 
was  given  for  the  purpose  of  allowing  Congress  to 
pHPofaiDit  or  admit  me  extension  of  slaverv,  as  in  its 
wisdom  might  seem  most  conducive  to  tae  general 
welfare.  And,  to  establish  this  position,  I  will  now 
adt  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  history 
of  this  provision,  while  under  the  consideration  of 
the  Convention.    In  the  draught  of  a  constitution 
reported  on  the  6th  of  Au^st,  oy  the  committee  of 
fiTe,  after  proposing  that  n  should  be  necessary  for 
two-thirds  of  the  members  present,  of  each  branch 
of  Congress,  to  consent  to  the  admission  of  new 
States,  mey  further  report,  that  "  if  the  admission 
be.consented  to,  the  new  States  shall  be  admitted 
on  the  same  terms  with  the  original  States."    On 
the  30th  of  August,  when  this  part  of  the  report  of 
the  conunittee  was  acted  upon,  it  was  moved  to 
strike  out  that  part  of  it  which  proposes  their  ad- 
mission on  ^*an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,"  and  it  was  agreed  to. 
Previous  to  this  time^  I  will  again  repeat,  ic  was 

r?d  that  the  slaves  should  be  represented,  and 
that  the  States  then  existing  should  have  the 
Tight  of  deciding  whether  they  would  tolerate  the 
importatioQ  or  migration  of  slaves  previous  to 
1808,  or  not.  To  say  that  the  new  States,  there- 
fore, shouki  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms  with 
the  original  States,  was  to  give  to  them  the  power 
also  of  admitting  or  rejecting  slavery ;  and  as,  in 
the  exercise  of  that  power,  the  new  States  mi^ht 
destroy  the  leading  principle  of  this  compromise, 
by  giving  the  balance  of  power  to  the  slaveholding 
States,  and  allow  its  unlimited  expansion;  and 
becflose  it  would,  as  I  have  befbre  stated,  virtually 
authorise  the  new  States  to  be  formed  in  the  North- 
west Territory  to  repeal  the  restriction  imposed  by 
the  compact  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  it 
was  stricken  out,  leaving  Congress,  therefore,  to 
exercise  the  very  discretion  which  is  now  proposed 
to  be  exercised  in  admitting  Missouri. 

This  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  is  fairly 
darivable  from  the  premises  which  I  think  I  have 
fts  finirly  employed.  Indeed,  sir,  I  think  it  must  be 
obvious  to  all  who  have  adverted  to  the  Journals 
of  that  Convention,  that  the  intention  Was  to  set- 
tle the  principles  which  should  apply  to  the  then 
existing  States,  permanently,  and  to  leave  the  man- 
ner ani  thne  of  admitting  new  States  to  be  regu- 
lated by  Congress,  guarantying,  however,  to  such 
new  States  the  same  federal  rights  which  were 
Moored  to  the  old.  The  great  object,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, was  to  unite  in  one  common  federative  gov- 
ernment the  then  existing  Stat&i,  and  to  secure  to 
tiMse  States  the  power  oi  guarding  their  common 
imtcrests.    They  had  fought  and  they  had  bled  in 


the  cause  of  freedom,  and,  in  establishing  a  form 
of  government  for  themselves  and  posterity,  it 
could  not  be  expected  that  they  would  leave  a 
question,  which  presented  greater  difficulty  in 
agreeing  upon  the  principles  of  that  government 
than  alTotners,  in  such  a  situation  as  to  put  it  in 
the  power  of  the  new  members  that  might  be  in- 
troduced into  the  family,  to  unhinge  and  destroy 
those  very  principles.  I  mean  the  compromise  oi 
representation.  That  thev  would  thus  expose  the 
very  foundation  upon  wnich  their  Government 
rested  to  be  torn  up  by  future  States,  and  that,  too, 
with  their  sanction,  I  think  can  scarcely  be  be- 
lieved. 

But,  sir,  I  would  here  beg  leave  to  call  the  atten^ 
tion  01  the  Committee  to  a  proposition  made  in  that 
Convention,  and  which  was  very  near  being  adopt- 
ed, as  strongly  indicative  of  the  views  and  f€«lings 
of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  when  reflecting 
upon  this  very  subject.  On  the  14th  of  July,  the 
following  proposition  was  moved :  "  That,  to  se- 
^  cure  the  liberties  of  the  States  already  confed- 
'  erated,  the  number  of  representatives  in  the  first 
*  branch,  from  the  States  which  shall  hereafter  be 
^  establbhed,'  shall  never  exceed  the  representatives 
'  from  such  of  the  thirteen  United  States  as  shall 
^  accede  to  this  Confederation."  This  proposition 
was  made  while  both  the  subject  of  representa- 
tion and  the  admission  of  new  States  was  under 
consideration ;  and  on  the  very  next  day  after,  the 
Convention  had  adopted  a  provision  which  had 
for  its  object  the  regulation  of  the  representation 
in  this  branch  of  Congress,  according  to  the  popu- 
lation of  the  respective  States ;  but,  as  Congress 
would  have  the  power  of  admitting  or  rejecting 
new  States,  and  the  power  of  decreeing  whether 
these  States  should  decide  on  the  admission  of 
slavery,  it  was,  therefore,  unnecessary  to  Tcstrict 
the  representation  of  such  States^  as  thfe  wisdom  of 
Congress  might  allow  to  participate  in  the  bless- 
ings of  the  Union,  to  a  less  number  than  their  pop- 
ulation, upon  a  general  and  equal  representation, 
might  entitle  them.    • 

It  was  therefore  rejected,  but  rejected  by  a  bare 
majority  of  <me  vote  mly.  My  proposition,  then,  is, 
that  the  Convention  did  intentionally  use  these 
bread  expressions,  for  the  purpose  of  leaving  Con- 
gress, thereafter,  to  exercise  its  discretion  on  this 
subject  in  admitting  new  States.  Having  tres- 
passed thus  long  upon  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  Chairman,  which  it  has  so  kindly 
shown  to  me  through  this  dry,  and,  what  would 
be  on  other  occasions,  uninteresting  examination — 
an  examination,  however,  which  I  trust,  on  this 
occasion,  will  throw  some  light  upon  the  seem- 
ingly obscure  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution— ^but,  sir,  if  it  shall  fail  to  convince  oth- 
ers that  Congress  has  power  to  legislate  constitu- 
tionally upon  this  subject^  I  trust  it  will  at  least 
afford  an  excuse  for  the  opinion  which  I  entertain, 
and  remove  those  lurking  suspicions,  which  have 
occasionally  unfolded  themselves,  sometimes  in 
doubtful,  and  at  others,  in  more  glowing  and  un- 
fading colors,  of  the  sincerity  of  those  vnth  whom 
I  co-operate  in  supporting  this  amendment ;  hav- 
ing done  this,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  will  now  preeeed 
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to  examine  the  nature  of  the  treaty  by  virtue  of 
whose  provisions  Missouri  claims  an  exemption 
from  this  restriction,  and  by  virtue  of  which,  gen- 
tlemen demand  her  admission  into  the  Union  as 
matter  of  right,  and  see  if  there  is  any  thing  in 
that  treaty  which  impugns  the  power  which  Con- 
gress would  have  had  in  relation  to  this  subject,  if 
the  third  section  of  that  treaty  had  not  have  been 
incorporated  in  that  instrument.  Sir,  what  are  the 
provisions  of  this  treaty  ?  They  are,  first,  "  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States." 
And  under  this  provision,  I  admit,  that  the  faith 
of  the  Government  stands  pledged  to  admit  them 
into  the  Union.     But,  it  is  further  provided  "  that 

*  they  shall  be  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  ac- 
'  cording  to  the  prmciples  of  the  Federal  Con- 

*  stitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 

*  vantages,  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United 
'  States."  The  question  then  arises,  what  was  the 
object  of  this  latter  provision  ?  Was  it  to  give 
them  the  right  of  framing  a  constitution  and  pre- 
senting themselves  at  your  door  for  admittance,  as 
soon  as  they  pleased  to  apply  ?  No,  sir.  If  such 
were  the  intention,  why  pass  a  law  now  author- 
izing them  to  frame  a  constitution  ?  No,  sir,  it 
was  to  secure  to  them  in  the  first  place  the  rights 
of  citizenship,  without  going  through  the  tedious 
and  regular  process  of  naturalization  ;  and  also  to 
secure  to  them  the  protection  of  the  United  States' 
Grovernment. 

Sir,  is  it  to  be  said  that  the  relative  rights  of 
citizenship  were  not  of  sufficient  importance  to  give 
rise  to  a  provision  securing  those  rights  ?  I  pre- 
sume not,  sir.  Shall  it  be  said  that  the  right  to  be 
protected  by  the  United  States  against  savages  and 
all  other  depredations,  was  too  unimportant  a  con- 
sideration to  give  rise  to  such  a  provision  ?  Surely 
not,  sir.  But  they  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
Union;  and  how  are  they  to  be  incorporated? 
Why,  sir,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
e«d  Constitution,  and  according  to  those  principles 
too,  sir,  which  apply  to  the  admission  of  new  States; 
for,  can  it  be  believed,  that  if  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  ever  cast  their  eyes  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi, with  themost  distant  belief  that  that  bound- 
less region  was  ever  to  be  carved  out  into  American 
States,  and  form  a  part  of  that  federal  family  to 
which  thev  were  then  giving  new  birth ;  that  they 
intended  tnat  the  territory,  a  part  of  which  (I  mean 
the  new  State  of  Ohio)  was  hallowed  by  the  blood 
of  the  Revolution,  should  be  on  a  worse  footing 
than  the  President  and  Senate  might  put  the  ter- 
ritory now  under  consideration ;  that  it  should  be 
admitted,  under  any  circumstances,  without  being 
subject  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  as  to  the  terms  of  such  admis- 
sion ;  a  discretion  which  I  hope  I  have  shown  was 
intended  to  be  guarantied  to  Congress,  when  that 
prorision  was  stricken  out  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  five,  before  referred  to,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  admit  new  States  into  ^the  Union 
^  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States  ?" 
Sir,  I  think  it  canhot  be  believed  that  the  Conven- 
tion intended  to  subject  the  principles  of  the  com- 
pfomise,  which  so  much  agitated  that  body,  and 


which  formed  the  basis  of  the  Union,  to  be  thus 
disturbed — nay,  destroyed,  and  arm  Congress  ivith 
no  redeeming  power  to  prevent  it. 

This  treaty,  therefore,  if  it  were  possible  for  any 
treaty  to  do  so,  has  not  attempted,  according  to  its 
fair  construction,  to  infringe  that  power,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  which  Congress  has  to  regulate  the 
terms  of  the  admission  of  new  States. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  this  is  a  federal  ri^fat ;  the 
right  to  hold  slaves  is  guarantied  by  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  therefore  is  a  federal  right,  with 
which  Congress  cannot  interfere.  The  right  to 
hold  slaves  guarantied  by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion !  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  right  which  existed  before. 
and  the  Federal  Constitution  has  only  proridiea 
against  the  invasion  of  that  right  in  such  of  the 
then  existing  States  as  chose  to  recogniise  it  as  a 
right.  This  was  necessary  to  be  done,  because 
they  were  then  recognised  as  property,  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  States  they  coula  not  be  made 
to  assume  a  higher  station.  The  right  to  hold 
slaves,  therefore,  is  not  created  by  the  Constitution. 
Nor  is  it  a  federal  right;  it  is  a  State  right;  or, in 
other  words,  a  State  wrong,  with  which,  bf  its 
consent,  it  may  part,  by  compact  with  the  Um- 
eral  Government,  without  committing  any  ri- 
olence  upon  its  federal  rights.  Nay,  it  is  a  right 
of  which  it  could  be  deprived  in  future  by  passing  a 
non-migration  law  by  Congress.  TheprovtsioiitMi 
in  the  Constitution,  Mr.  Chairman,  which  provides 
for  the  reclamation  of  fugitive  slares  when  they 
go  into  non-slaveholding  States,  is  only  a  neces- 
sary regulation  which  grew  out  of  the  iirerioos 
existence  of  slavery  in  the  Union,  and  does  not 
therefore  create  the  right  to  hold  ^aTes.  And  by 
this  course  of  reasoning.  Mr.  Chaiman,  I  think  I 
fully  answer  so  much  oi  the  an^iunent  oi  the  mi- 
tleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardiit)  as  has  men 
employed  in  opposition  to  this  restn'ction,  as  is 
drawn  from  the  technical  meaning  of  the  word 
Stat^.  But,  sir,  let  us  test,  by  further  iUnstimtkHi, 
the  soundness  of  that  argument.  The  gentlcn»n 
says,  State  and  nation  are  syncmymoos  teima,  and 
that  a  State,  in  the  interpretaticm  to  which  it  is 
entitled,  under  the  Constitution,  is  as  soTcretgn  as 
a  nation,  except  so  far  as  that  sorereu^ty  i^  abridg- 
ed by  an  actual  and  express  transrar  of  a  part  of 
its  sovereignty  to  the  United  States,  in  tjwir  fed- 
eral character;  and  because  there  is  no  express 
surrender  of  this  power,  (though  I  believe  he  eali- 
ed  it  a  right,)  to  decide  wheUier  Ihey  will  bare 
slavery  or  not,  that  therefore  it  is  a  sovereign  right, 
which  cannot  be  surrendered.  Sir,  allow  this  in- 
terpretation of  the  word  State,  and  what  does  it 
lead  to  ?  Is  there  any  express  provistoii,  ia  ao  laaaf 
words,  authorizing  Congress  to  reliain  or.liold  the 
right  of  soil  in  any  State,  unless  by  eompact  ?  No, 
sir.  Is  it  not  then  a  trait  of  soveieigBty  to  t«k«  pos- 
session of  the  vacant  lands  withm  that  nationt 
Surely  it  is.  If  then  there  is  ao-ai^HPees  .provisson 
authorizing  Congress  to  retain  the  nioperty  in  mmk 
soil,  according  to  the  argument  ot  tke  genUeiiMiy 
it  is  a  federal  right,  belongs^to  the  State,  asd  o«h 
notbesurrendeied.  A  rr  thn  f^nmmiWrr  firrjMMrod  Ki 
recognise  this  doc&ine?  No.  1  prestme  that  i 
the  gentleman  himself  is  not. 
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:  Bat  the  same  gentleman  tells  us,  that  evea  if 
we  have  the  power,  whioh  by  this  tin^e  I  trust  1 
have  shown,  at  least  to  the  satisfaction  of  some, 
Ihat  it  is  impolitic  to  exercise  it;  that  public  sen- 
Umcmt  is  aiousecU  and  so  much  divided,  that  even 
the  Cabinet  is  believed  to  be  divided  on  this  gtesii 
and  interesting  question,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
too  delicate  a  measure  to  be  pushed.  What !  the 
CabijBiet  divided !  How  does  the  gentleman  ascer- 
tain this  fact?  And,  even  if  it  were  the  fact, 
what  iikfloenoe  shouU  it  have  upon  the  question? 
I  eould  answer  for  one,  but  wul  leave  others  to 
miswer  for  themselves.  But,  sir,  I  will  again  re- 
Biark,  on  the  subject  of  power,  that,  as  Uoogress 
has  acquired  this  territory  without  express  authority 
to  do  60, 1  should  for  one  say  we  have  at  least  as 
Cood  authority  to  say  that  it  shall  not  come  into 
ike  Union^  as  States,  unless  it  is  upon  those  nrin- 
ciplee  which  will  subserve  the  general  wellare ; 
ioT  it  must  have  been  with  a  view  of  promoting 
the  general  welfare  that  it  was  purchased,  and 
tbsLt  view  should,  at  no  change  of  its  condition,  be 
lost  aight  of 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  told  that  this  is  a  Northern 
tndfr—  a  Northern  scheme  to  get  into  power.  For 
oiM^  I  can  answer,  that  lam  governcni  alone  by  a 
deeure  to  promote  the  welfare  of  my  country,  and 
to  discharge,  with  the  best  of  mv  abilities,  the 
high  trust  wnieh  has  been  confided  to  such  feeble 
bmds.  And,  while  I  make  this  declaration  for 
payaelf,  I  derive  consolation  from  the  conviction 
that  I  am  associated  with  men  j^rovemed  by  mo- 
tives no  less  exceptionable.  Sir,  I  believe  this 
measure  has  originated  in  the  best  and  noblest  of 
motives;  motives  dictated  l^  humanity  and  the 
ultimate  happiness  of  thifr  nation.  But,  even  if  I 
believed  it  onginated  in  oonvption,  I  would  sup- 
port it.  I  wcHild  support  it,  because  1  believe  it 
jias  ibr  its  objeet  the  attainment  of  an  end  of  the 
bet  impofftanee  to  the  nation.  I  would  support  it, 
Uicrefore,  as  an  evil  out  of  whioh  ij^ood  mi^t 
eome*  Mr.  JeSeroon  was  oharf^ed  with  supporting 
Ihe  Revolutioo  to  cancel  his  British  debts.  I,  how* 
ever,  do  not  believe  it :  yet,  if  it  were  true,  from 
evil  BKMtives  he  was  supporting  a  glorious  cause. 
I  would  €ttp9ort  this  measure,  sir,  but  would,  with 
fqad  zeal,  <H>pose  the  same  gentlemea  in  their 
ihttemptB  to  mike  an  improper  use  of  the  decision 
at  ibd  question  in  their  &vor.  But  I  a^in  re- 
peat that  I  have  everr  confidence  in  the  integri^ 
and  exahedaets  of  toe  motives  which  dictated 
tUa  measure,  and  also  of  the  motives  which  unite 
gentlemen  in  its  anppovt. 

We  are  further  told,  Mr.  Chairman,  thai  it  is  a 
Northern  tiiek,  intended  to  injure  the  prosperity  of 
the  Westem  country.  What,  sir^  a  trick  to  injure 
tihe  Western  country!  Let  OhM,  Indiana,  and 
Hlinoi<s  answer  the  question.  No,  sir,  it  is  a  mea* 
aiMe  whiek  ofjeo»  new  inducements  to  their  own 
oitifitene  to  migrate  to  that  oouatcy,  and  thereby 
weaken  themselves.  It  is  a  measure  which  is  to 
give  to  the  West  a  vigporous,  industrious,  and 
.ipealthy  population.  It  is  a  measure  pregnant 
mith  the  ulttmute  gnmdeur  of  that  country.  But 
J  mm  here  kiought  to  a  still  more  important  view 
of  thit  sutjept;  a  view,  sir,  which  has  mueh 


weight  upon  my  mind ;  one  which  I,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  West,  feel  bound  to  obey ;  I  mean 
its  effect  upon  the  Union  in  a  political  point  of 
view.  Sir,  from  a  similarity  of  mterests.  of  insti- 
tutions, and  of  feelings,  the  North  and  the  West, 
at  least  so  far  as  slavery  is  regretted,  will  feel  dis- 
inclined to  dismemberment.  A  reciprocity  of  ail 
I  those  inducements  which  operate  to  cement  com- 
I  munities  will  keep  them  togeth«r.  The  South 
and  the  West  will  also  have  a  no  less  binding 
community  of  interests  to  hold  them  together. 
The  Western  non-slaveholding  States,  therefore, 
will  stand,  in  relation  to  the  North  and  the  South, 
not  only  as  neutrals,  but  as  their  common  allies. 
Sir,  those  States^  from  their  local  situation,  will 
have  a  deciding  mfluence  in  every  attempt  at  dis- 
memberment^ and  a  section  of  our  country  thus 
happily  situated  should  be  placed  upon  that  foot- 
ing which  will  give  it  most  influence  and  most 
streuj^th  in  harmonizing  the  jarring  and  conflict- 
ing interests  and  feelings  which  time  may  unhap- 
pily develope  between  the  other  sections  of  our 
empire. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  advocate 
any  measure  which  is  calculated,  as  I  conceive 
this  is,  to  give  perpetuity  to  our  Union,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  be  compelled  to  avow  the  neces- 
sity of  assigning  that  as  a  reason  upon  this  floor. 
The  sound  of  disunion,  a  term  so  horrible  m  itsdf, 
if  possible,  should  never  be  uttered  within  these 
walls.  Yet  it  has  been  uttered  so  often  in  this 
debate,  and  has  become  so  fiBoniliar,  that  it  is  high 
time  to  begin  to  adopt  measures  to  prevent  it  and 
also  to  express  our  solemn  disapprobation  ot  any 
measure  or  any  proceedings  in  the  least  degree 
calculated  to  t>roouce  it.  Sir,  when  I  hear  gentle- 
men, in  the  heat  of  su'gument,  as  was  the  case  with 
two  nonorahle  gentlemen  from  Virginia,  (Messrs. 
Smyth  and  Ra»dol.ph,^  speakiitf  to  their  consti^ 
tuents,  and  to  the'  South  generafly,  calling  upon 
them  l^to  make  common  cause,"  to  stand  united 
in  resulting,  even  with  '<  those  arguments  about 
which  the  law  is  silent,"  this  asserted  usurpation 
of  authority — an  appeal  which  is  calculated  to 
excite  the  angry  passions  of  the  community — I 
must  confess,  sir,  tnat  I  am  arousec),  and  thrown 
from  that  calmness  which,  I  think,  should  char- 
acterize this  discussion.  If  such  declarations  are 
employed  as  mere  rhetorical  flourishes  to  embel- 
lish their  speeches,  or  intended  only  to  intimidate 
the  members  of  this  Committee,  for  one,  sir,  I  can 
answer,  that  thev  will  have  no  such  efiect  upon 
me.  But,  six,  tney  are  declarations  which  will 
find  their  way  to  the  public  ^e,  the  public  ear, 
and,  what  is  still  worse,  to  the  public  feelings. 
They  will  not,  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  IUid)  has  told  us,  die  within  these 
walls.  Would  to  neaven  they  could !  But,  like 
all  other  bad  tidings,  they  will  spread  throughout 
this  land,  and  consequences  which  gentlemen  do 
not  expect^  and  which  I  am  sure  they  cannot  wish, 
may  yet  disturb  the  r^x>se  of  this  nation.  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  remember  that  it  is  much  easier  to 
axoite  rebellion  and  insurrection  than  it  is  to  sup- 

Kess  it    The  ball  of  revolution  and  civil  war, 
r.  Chairmani  when  once  put  in  raoticm,  has  sei- 
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dom  been  arrested  by  the  same  hands  which  gave 
it  impetus.  No,  sir,  on  the  contrary,  those  who 
put  it  in  motion  are  too  often  the  first  who  fall 
beneath  its  ruins.  France  aflbrds  gentlemen  mel- 
ancholy evidence  of  this  truth :  let  the  spirits  of 
Mirabeau,  Robespierre,  Danton,  Barras,  and  even 
Napoleon  in  person,  give  it  verity.  Let  it  once  be 
put  in  motion  in  this  country,  wnich  will  necessa- 
rily be  the  result  of  great  public  excitement,  and, 
like  an  irresistible  torrent,  it  will  roll  across  this 
mighty  empire,  destroying  alike  its  promoters  and 
opposers. 

Alas !  I  sicken  at  the  doleful  picture  which  my 
imagination  has  already  drawn  on  this  subject! 
Is  it,  indeed,  the  intention  of  gentlemen  to  arouse 
our  brethren  of  the  South  to  rebellion — to  a  resort 
to  arms  to  resist  this  exercise  of  power  by  the 
representatives  of  the  people?  Is  it,  indeed,  for 
the  purpose  of  bursting  those  bonds  asunder,  by 
which  we  are  united,  that  they  thus  appeal  to  the 
angry  passions  of  their  countrymen  ?  Are  these 
the  objects  of  the  gentlemen  from  Virginia  ?  And 
for  what  is  this  Union  to  be  thus  sacrificed  1  In 
defence  of  the  dominion  of  slavery  i  What !  Vir- 
ginia go  to  war  in  defence  of  slavery  !  Virginia, 
the  hot-bed  of  genius;  the  fountain  of  the  Revo- 
lution— of  our  independence ;  the  nursery  of  patri- 
otism ;  the  birthplace  of  our  Washington — the 
Father  of  his  Country !  Virginia  go  to  war  in 
defence  of  slavery !  No,  sir,  it  cannot ;  it  will  not 
be.  The  sober  feelings  of  this  nation,  and  of  Vir- 
ginia in  particular,  however  they  may  be  excited 
for  the  moment,  will  redeem  us,  I  trust,  at  all 
times,  from  such  awful  calamities.  This  mighty 
Empire — this  strong  man  armed — is  not  thus  to 
be  shorn  of  all  his  greatness.  But,  sir,  it  is  not  the 
first  lime  that  attempts  have  l)een  made  to  disturb 
the  tranquillity  of  that  patriotic  State,  by  her  un- 
hallowed malcontents — by  appeals  to  the  angry 
passions  of  her  citizens.  No,  sir.  I  find  record  evi- 
dence of  the  existence  of  a  similar  spirit  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  Wa.shington,  and  the  cele- 
brated treaty  of  Mr.  Jay.     It  is  this,  sir : 

"  RiCHHOND,  July  31. 

"  Notice  is  hereby  given,  that»  in  case  the  treaty  en- 
tered into  by  that  damned  arch  traitor,  John  Jay,  with 
the  British  tyrant,  should  be  ratified,  a  petition  will  be 
presented  to  the  next  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
at  their  next  session,  praying  that  the  said  State  may 
recede  from  the  Union,  and  be  left  under  the  govern- 
ment and  protection  of  one  hundred  thousand  free  and 
independent  Virginians." 

This  notice  concludes  by  requesting  the  printers 
of  the  present  Union,  as  they  then  called  it,  to  give 
it  jHiblicity,   for  the  purpose  of  creating  a  new 

Union [Here  Mr.  Barbour  called  for  the  title 

of  the  book,  from  which  Mr.  C.  read  this  notice, 
and  was  answered  by  Mr.  C.  that  it  was  called  the 
"  Memoirs  of  Jefferson,"  which  perhaps  were  libel- 
loas;  he  could  not  say] — yet,  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
intemperance  had  but  little  effect.  Grentlemen 
may  therefore  indulge  in  rhetorical  flourishes,  and 
in  arawing  the  hideous  pictures  of  disordered  ima- 
^nations,  without  endangering  the  Union.  Sir, 
It  is  in  tne  patriotism,  the  intelligence,  and  the 
sober  judgment,  of  the  people,  that  the  anchor  of 


our  safety  consists ;  and  in  these  virtues,  I  tnxst 
the  patriots  of  Virginia  will  not  be  deficients 

I  regret,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  the  remarks  of  gen- 
tlemen have  thus  drawn  from  me  what  perhaps 
had  better  never  been  said,  and  what  (I  am  sorry 
to  remark)  I  have  felt  myself  called  upon  to  say, 
in  the  discharge  of  my  duty ;  and,  having  done  so, 
I  will  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the 
expediency  ot  this  restriction  as  an  object  of  na- 
tional concern. 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  attempted  to  plant  in 
the  American  soil  the  principles  of  free  and  repub- 
lican government;  we  have  attempted  to  $et  an 
example  to  the  world  of  the  capacity  of  man  to 
govern  himself,  and  of  securing  to  all  the  enjoy- 
ment of  equal  rights.  But,  alas !  the  brilliancy  of 
this  example  abroad  is  too  much  darkened  by  the 
gloom  which  slavery  spreads  over  it .  and  while 
we  continue  to  spread  that  gloom,  the  nappy  inftn- 
ence  of  republican  government  will  continue  to 
be  weakened,  till  ultimately,  like  the  son,  whose 
rays  are  obstructed  by  an  impenetrable  cloud,  its 
influence  will  be  entirely  lost.  It  is  due,  then,  to  the 
dignity  of  this  Government  to  show  the  world  that 
slavery  only  exists  in  the  bosom  of  our  Republic 
from  uncontrollable  necessity — a  necessity  forced 
upon  us  by  our  parent  country.  But,  when  we 
give  to  it  new  root,  and  spread  it  beyond  its  an- 
cient borders,  are  our  practices  consistent  with  our 
professions  ?  Do  we  then  show  that  it  exists  only 
from  necessity ;  or  do  we  not  show  that  it  exists, 
at  least  in  a  part  of  our  empire,  from  choice?  Sir, 
it  is  due  to  the  character  of  our  GoYernment  for 
consistency. 

Since  the  year  1808,  every  exertion  has  been 
made  to  abolish  the  slave  trade.     Gentlemen  from 
all  sections  of  the  Union,  and  at  all  times,  hare 
united  most  heartily  in  the  humane  undertaking. 
And  for  what  purpose  ?     Sir,  it  was  to  prevent  an 
accumulation  of  that  evil  which  so  sorely  afflicted 
our  land,  and  to  encourage  which,  heaped  so  muc% 
disgrace  on  all  who  were  en^ged  in  it.    But  this 
was  not  the  only  reason.     The  cries  of  humanity, 
and  the  soft  whispers  of  religion,  also  demanded 
the  measure.     And  if  these  motives  have  operated 
so  long  and  so  universally  in  the  councils  of  this 
country,  shall  not  the  same  motives  now  arrest 
the  progress  of  this  evil  in  its  attempt  to  ^ant 
itself  in  that  boundless  region  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi?   Not  only  does  consistency,  but  the  vital 
interests  of  this  Government  demand  it.    To  ex- 
tend and  more  firmly  rivet  the  chains  of  slavery, 
is  but  to  hasten  the  epoch  which  I  shudder  to 
mention. 

Sir,  in  the  very  nature  of  man  is  interwoven  a 
love  of  freedom ;  it  is  a  passion  of  themost  ardent 
and  indestructible  character.  It  is  a  passion  'vrhidii, 
while  bound  in  chains,  Ues  like  the  hidden  sfMork, 
ready  to  be  fanned  into  a  flame  by  the  first  breexe 
of  hope.  They  are  a  race  of  beings  like  so  many 
vipers  in  the  bowels  of  the  community.  Is  it  not, 
then,  our  duty  to  use  our  best  eflforts  to  preserva 
our  posterity,  if  it  be  not  necessary  to  preserve  our- 
selves, from  a  slow  but  certain  fate  which  an  iia^ 
chan^  state  of  things  must  inevitably  prodvee^ 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smttr)  has 
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read  to  us  an  account  of  many  of  the  ciril  wars, 
with  all  their  attendaiit  horrors,  which  hare  re- 
sulted from  the  existence  of  two  different  classes 
6f  people  in  the  same  Qovemment  And,  while 
the  gentleman  has  eiven  us  a  sight  of  these  blood- 
stained pictures  of  human  misery,  for  the  purpose 
of  proving  the  position  that  two  distinct  classes 
of  society  cannot  safely  exist  in  the  same  country, 
and  thereby  to  jMroye  the  necessity  of  diffusing  this 
class  of  society  so  as  to  keep  them  in  harmless 
numbers,  and  also  to  riret  tneir  chains  so  tight 
that  they  will  be  unable  to  act  in  concert,  they 
afford  to  my  mind  a  warning  argument  of  tne  ne- 
oetsity  of  their  emancipation  and  colonization, 
before  another  picture  shall  be  added  to  that 
gloomy  collection,  with  which  the  Committee 
Save  been  presented  by  that  honorable  gentleknan. 
For,  sir,  I  repeaX  it,  that,  if  the  warning  voice  of 
experience  tdl  us  that  it  has  been  the  fate  of  all 
countries  where  two  distinct  and  heterogeneous  or- 
ders of  society  have  existed,  sooner  or  later  to  wade 
trough  wars  and  bloodshed,  that  even  America, 
the  seeming  favorite  of  Heaven,  unless  timely 
measures  are  adopted  to  avoid  it,  will  not  share  a 
better  fate.  It  is  with  me.  therefore,  a  leading 
consideration  to  limit  the  spnere  of  this  dangerous 
population,  with  an  eye  to  its  ultimate  eradication 
from  the  bosom  of  our  country.  And,  sir.  I  rejoice 
that  a  proposition  has  this  morning  been  laid  upon 

Jour  table,  by  a  member  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Ibios,)  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the  practica- 
bility of  effecting  that  object.  For  one,  I  am  pre- 
pared to  devote  every  inch  of  the  public  soil  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  it  so  much  shall  be  necessary, 
to  the  redemption  of  our  country  from  this  fatal, 
this  deplorable  evil. 

But,  sir^  even  if  this  evil  cannot  be  eradicated 
I  am  unwilling  to  extend  it.  Notwithstanding  our 
brethren  of  the  South  deny  that  slavery  has  a  per- 
nicious influence  upon  the  morals  of  society  now, 
the  experience  of  all  past  ages  prove  that  when 
they  shall  be  sufficiently  numerous  to  pervade 
evety  ramification  of  society  that  such  will  be  the 
effect.  That  it  should  be  otherwise,  when,  from 
their  number  and  the  cheapness  of  their  labor,  the 
£ree  citizens  of  the  country  either  need  not,  or  can- 
not, for  the  want  of  sufficient  compensation,  be 
employed,  than  that  idleness  and  luxury  should 
here  produce  the  same  effects  they  have  always 
nroduccd  in  other  countries,  cannot  be  believed, 
in  Athens,  idleness  and  luxury  were  considered 
the  parent  of  crimes,  the  disturbers  of  society.  So 
dangerous  were  they  considered^  that  Solon,  their 
great  lawgiver,  required  every  mdividual  to  pur- 
aoe  some  trade  or  profession.  Nay,  so  essential 
was  it  considered  to  the  permanency  of  the  gov- 
ernment, and  happiness  of  the  people,  that  even 
Pisistratus,  who  had  sufficient  address  to  usurp 
that  Government,  recjuired  the  observance  of  that 
Imw  after  he  came  mto  power.  But  alas!  diat 
Government,  which  once  so  justly  boasted  of  its 
statesmen,  ito  orators,  and  its  philow^ers,  under 
the  baleful  influence  of  that  idleness  and  luxury 
which  succeeded  the  abrogation  of  those  salutary 
laws,  became  an  easy  prey  to  fordgn  cupidity,  and 
ia  now  living,  or  was,  not  long  sixice,  mder  the 


government  of  a  black  eunuch,  elected  from  the 
Turkish  seraglio.  Human  nature  is  alike,  and  is 
onlv  noble  or  abased  as  circumstances  decree. 

But,  sir,  the  dav  will  come  when  we  must  get 
rid  of  this  evil,  or  tne  evil  will  rid  itself  of  us.  And 
there  are  but  three  ways  in  which  to  do  it:  by 
emancipation  and  colonizaticHi,  by  amalgamation, 
or  by  extirpation.  In  one  of  these  ways,  if  ever, 
Mr.  Chairman,  we  must  get  rid  of  this  evil,  and 
to  hope  for  it  in  either  of  &e  last  mentioned  ways, 
is  so  revolting  to  our  feelings,  and  so  uncongenlil 
with  our  nature,  that  no  member  of  this  Commit- 
tee, I  trust,  will  look  to  either  of  them  as  the 
proper  expedient.  It  is,  then,  by  emancipation 
that  we  ou^ht  to  hope  to  remove  this  pestilence, 
this  foul  blot  from  our  country*  And  will  it  be 
seriottdy  contended,  that  the  more  they  are  spread 
throughout  this  land  the  easier  that  object  will  be 
attained?  No,  sir :  the  love  of  ease  and  pleasure 
are  the  scions  whicn  shoot  from  the  root  of  slavery. 
The  more  they  are  extended,  therefore,  the  more 
will  this  canker  spread,  so  fatal  to  liberty,  and  the 
more  difficult  will  it  be  to  effect  their  manumis- 
sion. For,  can  it  be  doubted  that  this  work  is  to 
be  done  by  the  combined  influence  of  public  sen- 
timent and  legislative  exertion,  and  by  that  only  ? 
And  if  so,  in  proporticm  as  you  expose  that  senti- 
ment to  the  extended  influence  of  the  temptation 
to  ease  and  pleasure,  in  that  proportion  you  dimin- 
ish the  prospect  of  success.  The  policy,  therefore, 
of  emanciiwtion  and  extension  are  hostile  to  each 
other — are  inconsistent. 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  a  fortunate  period  at 
which  to  embark  in  this  cause.  The  world  is  at 
peac&  with  the  exception  of  Spain,  and  are  almost 
equally  united  in  abolishing  the  slave  trade.  If 
we  therefore  cast  our  eyes  across  the  ocean  to  Afri- 
ca, the  land  of  their  fathers,  we  mav  hope  to  be 
able  to  procure  a  rating  place  for  tnem,  where 
they  may  enjoy  peace  and  quiet,  as  well  as  our- 
selves. The  public  sentiment  of  mankind  is  in 
their  favor }  and  from  the  evidences  which  have 
been  given,  I  should  hope  the  sentiments  of  this 
nation  are  in  their  favor. 

For  what  purpose  are  your  extensive  Coloniza- 
tion and  Bible  Societies  organized?  Are  they 
simply  to  ane  the  English?  flo,  sir,  they  are  the 
offspring  of  sound  poficv,  humanity,  and  religion. 
Sir,  I  have  an  honorable  gentleman  now  in  my 
eye,  (Mr.  Mercer,)  whose  zeal  in  the  cause  of 
humanity  in  promoting  the  views  of  the  Coloniza- 
tion Societv  does  honor  to  his  heart  and  his  char- 
acter: yet  I  fear,  on  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion, his  views  and  opinions  are  at  war  with  those 
^reat  and  benevolent  exertions  for  which  he  is  so 
justly  distinguished.  But,  while  the  fact  that  the 
world  is  at  peace  tells  us  it  is  a  favorable  period  to 
embark  with  harmony  and  good  fellowship  in  this 
work,  it  tdls  us  still  more ;  it  tells  us  that,  if  in 
this  attempt  to  eradicate  this -evil,  we  cherkh  do- 
mestic dissensions  among  ourselves }  if  we  foster 
party  ieuds  and  geographical  distinctions,  that  a 
portion  at  least  of  that  peaceful  World  niay  feel 
disposed  to  embark  in  our  difliculties,  and  ultunate- 
ly  destroy  the  fair  temple  of  our  independeaee 
Sit,  there  was  a  time,  I  mean  the  time  of  the  Wett> 
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em  iasurrection  and  of  French  i&lrigtie  in  Uiis ' 
eoontry,  that  our  liberties  and  ConstiUition  stood 
on  tottering  ffround.  It  was  at  that  time,  sir,  that 
foreign  interference  had  almost  proyed  our  destruc- 
tion. They  were  times  perilous,  indeed.  And  it 
was  then  that  France,  by  ner  Ministe]>--more  prop- 
erly, indeed,  her  emissary — fanned  that  flame  whi(^ 
was  rapidly  melting  the  cement  of  our  Union — it 
was  then  that  foreign  influence  and  interference 

e Ye  us  a  warning  lesson  against  feuds  of  a  simi- 
'  character.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  then  had 
a  Washington,  a  Washington  whose  fame  had 
filkd  the  earth,  to  direct  our  ship  of  State.  It  was 
th^  that  one  glance  from  his  all-penetratins  eye 
droTe  dismay  to  the  traitor's  heart.  Through  tne 
political  storms  of  Uiat  day  he  safely  steered  us, 
and,  thank  Hearen,  left  us  safe  in  our  moorings. 
BuL  shall  such  times  revisit  our  land  ?  We  hare 
no  Washington  to  guide  us;  we  must  contend  with 
the  storm  as  we  can. 

I  would  here,  then,  call  upon  ^^tlemen  to  pause, 
and  consider  whether  this  subject  should  not  be 
diseufised,  with  that  calmness  and  friendly  feeling 
wMch  should  characterize  a  great  nation,  legisla- 
ting upon  a  great  subject. 

But  we  are  Hold,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  is  a 
grant  question,  and  one  which  should  be  compro- 
mised by  admitting  Missouri  with  the  rijffht  to  set- 
tle this  question  for  herself,  and  to  prohibit  the  ex- 
tension of  slavery  in  the  remainder  of  that  ccwmtry. 
Thb,  izideed,  is  a  course  which  many  gentlemen 
seem  to  desire.  But,  are  we  to  understand  gentle- 
men as  conceding  the  point,  that  Congress  has  the 
power  to  make  that  restriction  or  territorial  pro- 
mbitioa  perpetual  and  binding  on  the  States  here- 
after? (Here  Mr.  Lowicnss  smiled  and  shook 
his  head.]  An  honorable  gentleman  shakes  his 
head,  who  has  favored  this  proposition,  and  I  am 
thereby  left  to  understand  that  such  is  not  the  n«- 
tnre  of  the  proposition.  Then,  awajr  with  your 
compromise.  Let  Missouri  in,  and  tne  predomi- 
naAce  of  slave  influence  is  settled,  and  the  whole 
coonlry  will  be  overrun  with  it.  Indeed,  I  am 
opposed  to  any  compromise  on  the  subject.  I  ccm- 
aider  it  my  duty  to  aid  in  arresting  the  evil,  and  a 
duty  of  so  high  a  nature  as  to  amount  to  a  Con- 
stitutional duty,  embraced  within  the  oath  which 
I. have  ta^  to  support  that  instrument. 

It  is  enjoined  upon  the  Union  to  protect  each 
State^  wl^n  called  upon,  against  invasion  and  do- 
mestic violence.  The  existence  of  slavery  is  cal- 
culated to  produce  both  of  these  evils.  It  will  not 
be  foigotten  that  England,  the  bulvrark  of  our  re- 
ligion, has  already  aj^ayed  the  sava^  against  us, 
a  manner  of  making  war,  no  less  vde  and  abhor^ 
rent  te  the  *  feeling  of  civilized  humanity,  than 
wonld  be  the  arming  of  our  slaves.  The  exist- 
ence^ therefore,  of  slavery  in  a  State,  is  calculated 
10  invite  invasion,  and  no  one  will  d^ay  that  it 
^xpoaes  the  State  to  domestic  violence.  If  it  be 
the  dutv,  then,  of  the  Union,  to  expend  the  lands, 
and,  wnat  is  more  sacred,  the  blood  of  our  oounr 
tr^rmcn,  to  rc^  invasion  and  to  suppress  domestic 
vielenoe,  is  it  not  a  good  consideration  on  the 
gnimd  of  earoediency  to  prevent,  if  possible,  the 
€Kiittnoe  of  ihooe  oanaes  vniioh  niay  this  dis(tndl> 


the  safety  of  the  State  and  die  traaqiiiUity  of  ^ 
Union  ?  It  is '  a  reason  that  has  much  weight  on 
my  mind,  however  lighdy  it  may  be  viewed  by 
others.  There  is,  Mr.  Chairman,  an  argument 
which  had  escaped  me,  that  has  been  argued 
against  the  justice  of  this  restriction ;  it  is  this^ 
"  that  the  country  was  purchased  with  Ihe  joint 
funds  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  should  be  left 
open  to  all."  The  short  answer  to  this  would  be, 
that  the  non-admission  of  dbaves  prevents  no  free 
man.  whose  money  has  been  contributed  to  the 
purchase  of  the  countrr^  from  going:  there.  But, 
sir,  since  there  is  a  conflict  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very, a  subject  which  has  much  divided  the  aa- 
tion,  is  it  more  reasonable  that  the  sixty  thouaa^ 
who  have  gone  there,  should  settle  this  great  apas^ 
tion,  than  the  ten  millions  by  their  repreoentativcs. 
who  compose  this  nation,  and  who  have  all  aa 
equal  interest  in  it?  I  should  think,  sir,  that  if  it 
were  a  matter  of  feeling  only,  involving  no  gietl 
political  principle,  that  it  would  look  more  reason- 
able that  the  nation  should  decide  it,  rather  thn 
so  small  a  portion  of  it,  as  sixty  thousand.  Sev- 
eral millions  of  people  may  yet  inhabit  Mijeannii^ 
and  the  sixtv  thousand,  therefore,  should  not  be 
entitled  to  tne  right  of  deciding  a  questioa  of  so 
much  magnitude,  and  which  is  so  interettiog  lo 
our  common  country.  Freemen  will  not  be  on- 
willing  to  live  with  freemen.  If  slaver][  be  |to- 
hibited,  therdbre,  the  freemoi  of  all  sections  cu 
and  will  go  there,  but  thousands,  nay,  niiBioas,  of 
our  freemen  are,  and  always  will  be,  unwilling  to 
mingle  with  slaves.  B  v  the  nation,  and  not  the  hai^ 
fulnow  in  Missouri,  there£ore,  should  this  quesdea 
be  settled,  provided  it  has  the  right  to  do  sa 

Mr.  Chairman,  in  the  time  d[  oar  Revolntioa 
we  appealed  to  Providence  to  aid  us,  be»iise  oar 
cause  was  juat ;  and,  I  must  here  be  pefmiiterf  to 
say^  that  I  am  superstitious,  if  it  be  superstition  to 
bdieve  that  our  conduct  as  a  nation  is  paams 
hourly  in  review  before  Him  who  sits  atoft,  ana 
that  we  shall  decline  or  prosper  as  that  conduct  i» 
aocq)table.  May  ws  not,  men,  Mr.  Chairman, 
make  this  great  and  crying  evil  a  great  and  glo- 
rious good  to  our  country  ?  May  we  not,  by  di- 
rectin|[  our  energies  to  the  amehoration  of  then 
condition,  and  their  iidtimate  emancipatiQa,  len- 
der ourselves  accq>taJUe,  in  our  pofitiearehacafilct, 
to  him  whofe  &vor  is  most  desirable. 

Beibce  I  sit  down,  Mr.  Chanrinan,  for  I  £enr  1 
have  wearied  the  fwlience  oS  the  Committee,  i 
will  take  leave  to  vemadk  that  I  am  from  tiw 
9oqtb,  that  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia.*  That  ay 
ancestors  (as  far  back  as  I  can  oenainly  tr«R 
them,  and  that  is  not  very  ftr,  for  I  am  of  no  no- 
ble birth)  are  from  Virginia;  my  relattoas  nnd 
friends  are  all  in  the  Som ;  and4  sir.  I  hare  brolh- 
ens  and  sisteis  in  Minouri,  and  if  qflRy^^t^^Mi  for 
them,  and  a  desire  to  fratify  any  on^  coald  Ir 
sufficient  to  induce  a  reUnquishBMnt  of  my  fixed 


^  Mr.  Oo^K,  since  making  his  lemarks,  upon  wtwm 
ination  finds  that  he  was  bota  a  few  motths  aAw 
Ksntaekv  was  detsohsd  ftom  VkgiBia,  snd  in  K«n- 
toflky,  whicli,  antil  dnsa  hs  ^pok»,  ht  thnngfat  at  ikai 
tdne«raaaptrtof  Viigiais. 
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sentiments,  my  feelings  toward  them  would  have 
that  effect.  In  their  household  they  have  slaves, 
and,  like  firail  men  in  general,  who  are  in  posses- 
sion of  a  convenience,  they  wish  to  hold  to  them. 
But  duty  mnst  triumph  over  feeling,  when  they 
come  in  contact 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  know  many  of  the  people  of 
Missouri;  I  know  she  has  many  men  of  worm  and 
talents,  and  I  helieve  they  ought  to  have  a  State 
eovo'nment.  But  notwithstanding^  all  the  predi- 
lection I  have  in  favor  of  Missouri,  from  the  resi- 
dence there  of  fViends,  relations,  and  acquaintances, 
I  cannot  consent  to  her  admission  unless  her  adop- 
tion of  the  principle  of  this  restriction  is  certainly 
guarantied. 

And  while  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  am  opposing 
the  popular  feelings  of  Missouri  at  this  moment — 
that  if  the  Toice  of  futurity  could  he  heard,  I 
should  receive  its  approbation,  nay,  I  believe  its 
gratitude — f  believe  I  am  advocating  her  substan- 
tial interests,  and  of  which  she  will  ultimately  be 
satisfied ;  and  I  am  sure  I  am  advotttinr  the  oest 
interests  of  this  nation.  Missouri,  therefore,  may 
come,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr. 
Holmes)  has  so  pathetically  described,  from  the 
wilderness,  with  o^  locks  wet  with  ^e  dews^of 
the  niffht,  and  knock,  and  knpck,  and  knock,  at 
your  door  lor  admittance,  till  she  fieiUs  with  weak- 
ness, and  unless  she  comes  in  the  white  robes  of 
freedom,  and  a  pledge  against  the  future  evils  of 
slavery,  with  my  consent  she  shall  not  be  admit- 
ted. No,  sir,  she  may  take  up  her  march  and  re- 
turn to  the  land  from  whence  she  came ;  and  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  may  escort  her,  and 
aid  in  forming  his  favorite  connexion  between  her 
and  Me3deo ;  that  they  may  set  up  for  themselves, 
when  he  will  have  a  fit  theatre  upon  which  to 
din)Uy  his  abilities  and  gratifv  his  ambition. 

A  word  more  to  that  gentleman,  and  I  have 
done.  During  the  war  I  saw  his  exerdons,  and  I 
loved  him.  He  was  aiding  my  country  with  pa- 
triotism and  ability.  She  needled  such  aid.  and 
w  I  loved  that  country,  I  also  loved  him.  But,  I 
fear,  he  is  presuming  upon  the  character  he  then 
acquired;  is  taking  iibmies  with  others  not  to  be 
sanctioned.  Yet,  sir.  I  wiB  not  say  to  him,  as  the 
poet  said  to  his  once  loved  mistress,  that 
•'  When  I  loT^d  you,  I  csn't  but  sU6w 

I  had  many  an  dtquittts  mimite, 
But  the  contempt  that  I  feel  for  you  now 
Hath  far  more  hlxury  in  it." 

No.  sir,  it  might  seem  too  severe.  But  I  will 
take  leave  to  refresh  his  memory  in  rdation  to 
some  good  advice,  flowing  from  a  high  and  vener- 
ated source:  ''Judge  not  lest  ye  be  judeed,  for 
'  with  what  iudgment  ye  judge  others  shiul  ye  be 

*  also  judged.  Point  not  at  the  mote  in  the  e3res 
'  of  others,  while  there  b  a  beam  in  thy  own ;  it 

*  b  the  province  of  hypocrites  so  to  do." 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  liave  done. 


great  and  increasiBg  magnitads ;  one  whkh  merits  the 
greatest  efforts  of  this  nmtion  to  remedy:  Therefore, 

Raolvedt  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  eipediency  of  devoting  the  poblic  lands  as  a 
fund  for  the  purpose  of, 

Itt.  Employing  a  nsval  force  competent  to  the  an- 
nihilation of  the  slave  trade; 

2dly.  The  emancipation  of  slaves  in  the  United 
States ;  and, 

ddly.  Colonizing  them  in  such  way  as  shall  be  con- 
ducive to  their  comfort  and  happiness,  in  Africa,  their 
mother  country. 

The  said  preamble  and  resolution  were  read; 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, laid  on  the  taUe. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  annual 
report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund ; 
wnich  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

THE  MIStSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  aeain  resolved  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  (Mr.  Baluwin  in  the 
chair)  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Cook  resumed  the  speech  which  he  com- 
menced yesterday,  in  support  of~  the  restriction, 
and,  in  continuation,  occupied  the  floor  about  two 
hours.    His  speech  in  full  is  given  in  preceding 


SATimnAY,  Febrvary  5. 
Mr.  Mtioa  submitted  the  ft^wiag  preuaible 
and  resolution: 

Whereas  slavery  In  lbs  United  8tafes  Is  sn  evil  ef 


r.  Hemphill,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows :  I  have  a  wish,  Mr.  Chairman, 
to  express  my  sentiments  on  the  subject  before  the 
honorable  Committee.  I  approach  it  with  great 
diffidence,  as  I  have  not  becai  in  the  habit  of  pub- 
lic spealdng  for  many  jears.  I  confess  tint  the 
magnitude  of  the  question  impresses  me  with  fear 
that  I' may  become  embarrassed  in  the  discussion. 

I  have  taken  all  the  pains  in  my  power^  consist- 
ently with  the  state  of  my  health,  to  gjam  infor- 
mation, and  have  listened  with  attention  to  the 
speeches  in  this  House,  and  to  many  of  those  in 
the  Senate ;  and  I  may  unintentionally  confound 
vdiat  I  have  heard  in  the  two  places,  for  I  have 
taken  no  notes  of  any  thing  that  has  fallen  from 
any  gentleman. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  present  amendment  does  not 
interfere  with  the  slaves  now  held  hj  the  inhab- 
itants of  Missouri ;  but.  by  its  operation  their  off- 
spring will  be  free.  The  cause  in  whidi  we  are 
embMked  b  just,  as  its  object  is  to  afibrd  to  the 
descendants  of  an  unhappy  race  those  enjoyments 
that  heaven  intended  to  give  them.  But  we  are 
met  on  the  threshold  of  the  discussion,  and  told  that 
Congress  has  no  right  to  legislate  on  thesoMect; 
it  is  said  that  the  power  b  too  large ;  it  has  been 
eompated  to  an  ocean,  and  that  Congress  oa^ht 
not  to  be  intrusted  with  it,  the  danger  of  its  being 
abused  b  so  great  It  b  contended  that,  if  Con- 
gress possess  this  power,  they  might  descend  to  the 
mbiuteet  acts  of  legislation,  and  introduce  new 
States  into  the  Union  as  mere  dwarfs,  stript  of  atl 
die  grandeur  of  sovereignty. 

I  acknowledge  that  it  b  difllcult  to  answer  these 
general  obsorations,  this  reasoning  against  the  ex- 
istence of  power  h6m  the  posnbifity  of  its  nbuse. 
There  b  but  one  way  that!  know  of  to  give  any 
thing  like  an  answer,  and  that  is,  by  saying,  in  the 
same  genval  terms,  that  thb-power  b  a  near  Nia- 
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tion  to  all  other  powers,  and  that  powers  of  every 
description  are  bable  to  be  abased. 

Congress  possesses  a  string  of  powers,  all  of 
which  might  be  abi^d.  Among  others  it  posses- 
ses the  power  to  levy  and  collect  taxes,  to  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
declare  war.  The  powers  to  collect  taxes  and  to 
declare  war  gire  to  Congress  a  command  orer  the 
purse  and  the  sword  of  the  nation.  These  pow- 
ers, if  wickedly  exercised,  ihight  not  only  jeopard- 
ize, but  might  put  an  end  to  the  existence  of  the 
,  Government.  To  make  a  comparison  of  thepriv- 
ilege  of  merely  changing  the  relations  of  a  Terri- 
tory into  a  State,  upon  certain  stipulations,  with 
the  powers  just  mentioned,  would  be,  truly,  like 
comparing  a  star  to  the  sun. 

The  President  and  Senate  also  possess  impor- 
tant powers,  which,  physically  speaking,  might 
easily  be  abused;  instead  of  appointing  men  of 
virtue  to  office,  they  might  fill  them  with  the  vilest 
male£aictors  of  the  nation.  But  is  there  any  danger 
of  all  this  ? 

Congress  being,  then,  expressly  intrusted  with 
such  vast  powers,  is  it  not  a  very  feeble  argument 
to  urge  the  possible  abuse  of  power  against  its  ex- 
istence in  a  minc^  case,  even  if  it  were  a  doubtful 
one? 

I  have  ^[one  far  enough  for  my  purpose,  as  I  wish 
to  be  briel  on  each  head  of  my  argument. 

Is  there,  then,  any  cause  of  alarm  in  regard  to 
the  power  in  question  ?  How  can  there  be,  as  no- 
thing can  be  done  without  the  assent  of  those  who 
are  applying  to  compose  a  State  ?  It  is  not  an  act 
of  ordinary  legislation,  but  a  mere  act  of  compact 
and  agreement — and  can  it  for  a  moment  be  sup- 
posed that  Congress  will  ever  insist  on  any  terms, 
except  such  as  may  aifect  the  republican  character 
of  the  Crovemment,  or  some  other  important  in- 
terest of  the  nation ;  and,  on  such  occasions,  why 
shall  the  people  be  deprived  of  the  right  to  pass 
their  judgment  through  their  immediate  represen- 
tatives ? 

As  to  another  remark,  that  an  act  of  Congress 
will  be  irrevocable,  and  without  responsibility,  the 
position  is  incorrect:  the  inhabitants  are  under  no  ob- 
ligation to  accept  the  terms  proposed  by  Congress ; 
thev  may  appeal  to  the  people,  who,  if  displeased 
with  their  representatives,  can  change  them ;  and, 
even  if  the  terms  are  accepted,  they  can  be  altered 
by  the  consent  of  both  parties. 

After  these  observations,  I  think  I  am  at  liberty 
to  confine  myself  to  the  particular  amendment  be- 
fore the  Committee. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  that  even  this  condition  in 
restndnt  of  slavery,  would  manacle  a  limb  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  proposed  State  of  Missouri,  and 
bring  her  into  the  Union  as  an  object  of  seom, 
altogether  unworthy  of  the  i^ssociation  of  her  sister 
States.  This  picture  is  most  unnaturally  drawn ; 
it  ought  rather  to  have  represented  her  as  the  god- 
tos  of  liberty,  a  being  incapable,  from  the  compo- 
sition of  her  nature  of  doin^  wrong,  in  this  respect, 
and  yet,  deprived  of  no  political  strength ;  if  any 
of  her  sister  States  should  disdain  to  associate  wita 
her.  the  general  spirit  of  the  age  would  c<mdemn 
^^0^  lofty  pretensions. 


Our  ancestors  treated  this  subject  in  the  txoe 
light  in  which  liberty  and  slavery  ought  always  to 
be  considered ;  but,  is  the  spirit  that  warmed  their 
breasts  to  pass  for  nothing?  Is  the  ordinance  of 
1787  to  be  reproached  as  a  .mere  usurpatiim,  and 
nothing  more?  Let  us  at  least  condescend  to  inquire 
into  these  first  principles,  and  afterwards  we  can 
perceive  whether  they  apply  to  this  particolarcase 
or  not 

I  now,  M^.  Chairman,  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Committee  to  the  peculiar  kind  of 
sovereignty  that  is  to  be  withheld  from  the  pro- 
posed State  of  Missouri.  It  is  pretended  that  she 
will  be  deprived  of  the  right  of  holdins  man  in 
bondage.  But  how  can  this  be  deemed  a  ru|ht? 
It  is  nothing  more  than  a  tyrannical  abuse  ofsov- 
ereignty;  lul  the  laws  on, earth  cannot  makes 
right  01  it  When  a  people  are  overcome  and  en- 
slaved for  want  of  ability  to  resist,  thejr  do  notkw 
their  rights,  the  laws  of  the  oppressing  coontiy 
take  from  them  their  remedy — they  are  not  kdd 
as  ^avesj  basause  they  have  no  rights,  but  they  are 
held  by  torce,  and  because  there  is  no  remedy  in 
their  power. 

I  may  be  told  that  it  is  an  attribute  of  sover- 
eiffnty  to  judge  for  itself  as  to  what  is  right  aad 
what  is  wrong.  This  is  true  in  the  abstnet  f  stiU 
sovereignty  has  its  limits.  In  Vattel,  I  read  "that 
'  all  nations  have  a  right  to  repel  by  force  what 
'  openly  violates  the  laws  of  society  "which  nature 
^  has  established  among  them,  or  that  direcdr  at- 
'  tacks  the  welfare  and  safety  of  that  society." 

And,  sir,  may  I  not  ask  what  can  more  airecc2y 
attack  the  welfare  of  society  than  to  hold  a  race 
of  people  in  bondage? 

If  the  Sute  of  New  York,  or  any  other  State, 
should  enslave  the  small  tribes  of  indanswidiiA 
their  limits,  would  the  other  parts  of  the  Union 
acquiesce  ?  Would  it  not  rather  be  considered  as 
offending  ag[ainst  divine  and  human  Justice,  than 
as  the  exercise  of  any  right  of  sovereignty  ?  It  is 
a  right  that  does  not  belong  to  the  consdtnents, 
and  of  course  cannot  be  deputed  to  the  Supreme 
head. 

I  do  not  make  these  remarks  as  applieahle  to 
the  preseiLt  condition  of  slaveholding  States.  AAer 
what  has  passed,  Confess  cannot  interline  with 
their  slaves  without  their  own  consent;  and  I  am 
willing  to  go  further,  and  to  say  that,  independent- 
ly of  the  Constitution,  the  slaveholding^  States 
have  acquired,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the  expression, 
a  cerAin  kind  of  rights  which  have  grown  up  out 
of  original  wrongs ;  they  have  the  right  now  o/ 
self-preservation,  and  of  domestic  tranquillity  and 
peace,  as  a  sudden  and  general  emancipation,  or 
even  a  material  laxity  of  their  laws,  mignt  lead  to 
dangerous  and  bloody  consequences,  and  in  these 
rights  they  must  be  protected  by  the  arm  of  the 
General  Crovemment,  if  any  occasion  should  re- 
quire it.  until  some  plan  can  befallen  upon  for  the 
gradual  abolition  ofslavery. 

But  we  find  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  under 
very  different  circumstances.  With  them  no  siMh 
dai^zer.  exists ;  the  children  of  their  slaves,  hercsA 
ter  born,  can  be  made  free  with  as  much  feeilkf 
as  "those  that  were  sonilarly  circumstanced  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1117 


fflSTOET  OF  C0NGEBB8. 


1118 


Fbbruabt,  18201 


Admisnon  of  Miuouri, 


H.  OF  R. 


PennsylTania.  When  the  inhabitanls  of  Missouri, 
then,  apply  to  be  admitted  as  a  State  in  the  Union, 
is  it  not  our  duty,  and  do  not  the  sacred  laws  of 
nature  call  upon  us  to  look  back  to  these  first  prin- 
ciples ?  As  to  the  sovereignty,  of  which  she  would 
be  depriyed,  if  we  allow  to  the  opposite  side  the  lar- 
gest scope,  it  would  be  only  thator  say  inff  for  herself 
whether  or  no  she  would  do  a  wronjz  of  a  political 
cast  that  would  reflect  dishonor  on  the  nation;  for 
it  must  dishonor  any  nation  to  spread  slarery,  un- 
less there  is  an  absolute  necessity  for  it  In  such 
a  case,  shall  we  be  oyer  nice  and  scrupulous,  and 
Je&T  to  act,  unless  we  find  the  pK>wer  in  the  Con- 
stitution in  so  many  words — is  it  not  sufi&cient,  if 
it  is  found  by  a  fair  and  reasonable  construction  ? 

The  questions  before  the  Committee,  as  I  diride 
them,  are  two :  does  Congress  possess  the  power 
of  admitting  the  inhabitants  of^  Missouri  to  com- 
pose a  State,  and,  at  the  same  time,  annexing  a 
condition  in  restraint  of  slayery  ? 

If  the  power  belongs  to  Congre^,  is  it  f^oodpol- 
icy,  under  all  the  circumstances,  to  exercise  it  ?  With 
xtfSBad  to  the  Territories,  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  explicit,  and  no  question  can  exist  But 
it  is  said  that,  when  a  new  State  is  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union,  there  is  a  restraint  imposed  on 
Congress,  and  yiat,  in  such  a  case,  it  can  only  act 
by  way  of  negation  or  afiSrmation.  Had  Congress 
been  destined  to  such  narrow  limits,  some  peculiar 
phraseology  would  haye  been  used  by  tne  Con- 
yention,  corresponding  with  such  a  simple  ne|;a- 
tiye  or  affirmatiye  aulhority ;  and  the  Constitution 
would  not  haye  contained  the  general  expression, 
that  the  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  tne  Con- 
gress into  the  Union.  Let  us  for  a  moment  ascend 
to  the  fountain  of  this  power — ^it  must  have  be- 
longed ori|finally  to  the  people  of  the  States,  and 
wherever  it  existed  it  was  comprehensive  ai^d  ple- 
nary— under  the  old  Confederation,  the  people  or 
the  States  could  have  admitted  a  new  State  to  par^ 
tioipate  with  them  on  any  terms  or  conditions  they 
pleased,  it  would  have  b^n  a  matter  of  discretion 
on  both  sides,  a  mere  compact,  and,  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  new  Constitution,  the  members  of  the 
Convention  were  authorized  to  say  how  much  of 
tbi»  full  and  original  power  should  vest  in  Con- 
gress, and^  by  the  general  grant,  the  whole  passed, 
unless  it  is  restricted  in  some  other  part  of  the 
same  instrument  Is  there  any  division  of  this 
original  power,  unless  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  way 
I  have  mentioned  ? 

I  will  now,  sir,  endeavor  to  make  a  more  accu- 
rate examination  of  the  Constitutional  Question, 
and,  to  accomplish  this,  it  will  be  essential  to  take 
a  retrospective  view  of  some  jmblic  proceedings 
which  took  place  about  the  period  of  its  adoption. 
It  is  of  importance  to  be  acquainted  with  the  lights 
furnished  to  the  Convention  on  this  inter^ting 
subject 

The  first  pablic  act  I  shall  refer  to,  is  the  resolve 
<3i  Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  1780. 

**He$oi9ed,  Thtt  the  unappropriated  lands  that 
may  be  ced«^  or  relfaiqoithed  to  the  United  States,  by 
any  particular  State,  puraaant  to  the  reoommendaUon 
of  Congreaa  of  the  6th  of  September  last,  shall  be  dis- 
posed of  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States 


and  be  settled  and  formed  into  distinct  republican 
States,  which  shall  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  free- 
dom, and  independence,  as  the  other  States ;  that  each 
State  which  shall  be  so  formed,  shall  contain  a  suitable 
extent  of  territory,  not  leas  than  oiie  hundred,  nor  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fiAy  miles  square,  or  as  near 
thereto  as  circumstances  will  admit ;  that  the  neces- 
sary and  reasonable  expense  which  any  particolar 
State  shall  have  incurred,  since  the  commencement  of 
the  present  war,  in  subduing  any  Britiih  posts  or  in 
maintaining  forts  or  garrisons  within,  and  for  the  de- 
fence, or  in  acquiring  any  part  of  the  territory  that 
may  be  ceded  or  relinquished  to  the  United  States 
shall  be  reimbursed ;  that  the  said  lands  shall  be  grant- 
ed or  settled  at  such  times  and  under  snch  regulations 
as  shall  hereafter  be  ag^reed  on  by  the  United  States 
in  Congress  assembled,  or  any  nine  or  more  of  them." 

The  State  of  New  York  made  its  cession  on 
the  1st  of  March,  1781. 

In  1783  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  passed  an 
act  authorizing  the  cession  of  the  right  of  that 
State  to  the  territory,  with  certain  reservations, 
and  with  this  condition : 

**  That  the  territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  out  and 
formed  into  States  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, not  less  than  a  hundred,  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  square ;  and  that  the  States 
so  formed  shsU  be  distinct  republican  States,  and  ad- 
mitted members  of  the  Fed(Bral  Union,  having  the 
same  rights  of  tovereigntv,  freedom,  and  independ- 
ence, as  the  other  States.'^ 

There  was  an  ordinance  in  1784,  for  the  gor- 
emment  of  the  territory,  but  it  was  annulled  by 
the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  is  not  material.  The 
cession  of  Massachusetts  was  made  on  the  19th 
of  April,  1785,  and  that  of  Connecticut  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1766 ;  in  these  there  is  nothing 
material ;  out  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  mention 
them  in  the  order  of  their  dates. 

The  next  public  act,  in  order  of  time,  is  a  re- 
solve of  Congress  of  the  7th  of  July,  1786. 

Retolvedf  That  it  be,  and  hereby  is,  recommeded  to 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  to  take  into  considera- 
tion their  act  of  cession,  and  revise  the  same,  so  £ir  as 
to  empower  the  United  States,  in  Congress  assembled, 
to  make  such  a  division  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  lying  northerly  and  westerly  of  the  river  Ohio, 
into  distinct  rcpubfican  States,  not  more  than  five,  nor 
less  than  three,  as  the  situation  of  that  country  and 
future  eireumstanees  may  require ;  which  States  ehaU 
hereafter  beeome  members  of  the  Federal  Union,  and 
have  the  same  right  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  in- 
dependence, as  the  original  States,  in  oonformtty 
with  the  jeeoltttion  of  Congress  of  the  10th  October, 
1780." 

The  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  Uni^  States  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  is  the  next  act  on  the  subject,  and  is  dated 
13th  of  July,  1787. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Committee,  particularly,  to  the  introductory  part 
to  the  six  articles,  and  to  the  fifth  and  sixth  arUclet 
of  the  ordinance.  The  introductory  part,  to  which 
I  allude,  is  in  the  following  words: 

^*And  for  extending  the  ftindamtntal  principles  of 
civil  and  religions  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  where* 
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•n  Umm  repobliet,  their  laws,  and  c<MMtit«ti<mfl,  ar« 
erected ;  to  fix  and  etUblieh  thoie  pritKiples  aa  the 
basM  of  all  laws,  constitatioas,  and  fo'verniiie&la, 
which  for  ever  hereidler  ifhall  be  femied  in  the  said 
territory;  to  provide  also  for  the  eirtabfishment  of 
States,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
their  admission  to  a  share  in  the  Federal  Coancila, 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  at  as 
early  periods  as  may  be  consistent^  with  the  general 
interest :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the 
authority  aforesaid,  that  the  following  articles  shall  he 
cdnstdered  as  articles  of  compact,  between  the  original 
States  and  the  people  and  Slates  in  the  said  territory, 
•nd  forever  remain  nnalterable,  unless  by  common  con- 
sent." 

The  6th  article  is  the  one  which  relates  to 
slavery.    It  declares  that — 

'*  There  shall  be  neither  alavery  nor  inrohintary 
servitude  in  the  said  Territory,  otherwise  than  in  the 
punislu^ent  of  crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly 
convicted :  Provided  always^  That  any  person  escap- 
ing into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  law- 
fully claimed  in  any  one  of  the  original  States,  such 
fugitive  may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to 
the  person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  oi  service  as 
aforesaid." 

The  first  part  of  the  fifth  article  relates  to  the 
division  of  the  territor^r  into  States  according  to 
the  recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Virginia,  and  then  concludes  in  the  follow- 
ing language: 

'*And  whenever  any  of  the  said  States  shiiU  have 
M,OeO  free  inhabitanta  therein,  such  State  shall  be 
admitted,  by  its  delegates,  into  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States  in  all  respects  whatever ;  and  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  form  a  permanent  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment: Providedf  That  the  constitution  and  govern- 
ment, so  to  be  formed,  shall  be  republican,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in  these  articles, 
and,  so  far  as  it  can  be,  consistent  with  the  general 
interest  of  the  Confodcracy,  such  admission  shall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be 
a  less  number  of  free  inhabiunu  in  the  State  than 
eOjOOO." 

The  language  of  the  ordinance  is,  that  the 
States  shall  be  admitted  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  States  in  ail  respects  whatever:  but, 
the  ordinance  has  afiixed  its  own  meajiing  to 
tbese  stroag  aikd  comprehensive  words,  and  in  tk» 
same  sentence  has  annexed  a  proviso  that  the 
coastitutton  aad  government,  po  to  be  £ormed, 
shall  be  republican,  and  in  conformitv  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  these  articles :.  aad  can  there  be 
a  more  important  principle  than  the  one  wkkh 
relales  to  ^avery?  It  embraced  the  whole  of  one 
article.  Can  the  meaning  or  language  be  m^ 
plain  ?  And  ovu^ht  it  not  to  be  the  standard  of  in- 
terpretation on  tuture  occasions?  The  Old  Con- 
fess lodced  upon  these  articles  as  composiiig  an 
raimutalde  fotmdation  on  which  every  tatme  po- 
litical edifice  was  to  be  erected.  It  appears  that 
it  did  not  occur  to  them  that  the  true  rights  of 
sovereigntv  were  infringed  by  these  humane  pro- 
visions. And  to  this  solemn  ae^  to  this  elear  and 
ez^ieit  understanding  on  the  subjecty&e  Legisla- 


troe  of  Virginia  afterwards  gare  its  €tte  cobscai, 
on  the  30th  December,  1788.  Again,  then,  we 
have  the  opinion  of  another  bodf ,  that  a  resftrie- 
tion,  as  to  slavery,  does  not  impair  republkai 
sovereignty;  and  how  is  it  possible  (hat  it  shomldt 

At  this  stage  erf  my  remarks,  I  beg  katre  to  oA 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  period  n 
which  the  Gonveiltiton  sat 

The  ordinance  is  dated  the  I3tii  J«lf ,  1787.  The 
Convention  convened  at  PhHadelphia  oh  the  4tk 
May,  1787,  and  reported  a  constitution  to  Con- 
gress, then  sitting  in  New  York,  on  tlie  17th  8^ 
tember,  1787.  Thus,  it  appears  that  both  boife 
were  in  session  at  the  saipe  time.  Of  oonse,  the 
Convention  was  well  acquainted  -with  the  oifi- 
nance,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  it  -was  agreed 
to  at.that  particular  period  so  interestmg  to  ov 
country,  as  a  measure  of  oonciiiatioii,  wW^  die 
expectation  that  it  would  produce  its  merited  a- 
fluence  in  the  formation  or  the  ConstituCioB. 

Possessed  of  this  kno^edge,  and  actaated  hy  the 
feelings  of  that  period,  what  did  the  OonTeatioa 
mean  by  the  word  States  1  Its  language  is  «lhat 
new  States  may  be  admitted  hy  the  OoBgrew  into 
the  Union.'' 

The  grant  of  poWer  is  general,  aini  it  uras  knova 
at  the  same  instant  that  new  States  were  10  he  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union,  upon  the  very  coaiKtioa 
embraced  in  the  amendment 

So  far,  then,  as  respects  a  restiictioa  aguaal 
slavery,  it  amounts  to  matter  of  ^rat,  that  the  Con- 
vention did  intend  that  new  States  might  he  ad- 
mitted into  the  Union  on  that  condition.  AgaiiL 
the  Legblature  of  Virginia,  after  the  eitisteaeeot 
the  Constitution,  entertained  the  same  opiakm ;  as, 
on  the  30th  I>ecerober,  1788,  they  adopted  ihedlh 
article  of  the  ordhiance  v^vMeM,  and  by  ft  States 
were  to  be  admitted4nto  the  Union  with  this  resnfe- 
tion,  and  of  coarse  it  was  the  opiaion  oftheLc^gis- 
iature  of  Virginia  that  these  States  could  beadmit- 
ted  into  the  Union,  under  the  general  clause  in  ^kt 
Constitution. 

But  it  is  urged  that  the  word  State  coalaiDS 
something  in  itodf  in  opposition  to  o«ir  eonsfnie- 
tion :  that  it  means  an  coiacr  enttrenesi^  and  thtf 
State  is  the  same  as  a  nations  As  to  tbs,  a  J9lale 
in  our  Union  is  not  the  same  as  a  nation,  for  fart 
of  its  sovereignty  is  ffiven  to  the  Ckneial  Gtmn- 
ment;  and  as  to  the  idea  of  eatireness,  it  i^idbted, 
not  cmly  by  the  explanation  I  havenren^  haft  hf 
another  part  of  the  Constitution.  The  »ifi«lioa 
or  importation  of  sueh  persons  aa  hny  of  theDtfttes 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  aamit,  shillagt 
be  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  tothe  yc 


but, 


the  admission  of  a  new  State  inta  the 


Union,  at  an  early  period,  the  migration  or  impo^ 
tation  could  have  been  prohibitecrto  it  prior  to  the 
year  1808 ;  so  that  it  would  not  have  beeti  ^n  aa 
exact  footing  with  the  other  States. 

The  members  of  the  ConvcntioB  seem  tolmve 
studied  brevity  in  their  expreisioiis^  th^  dadiMt 
discriminate  as  to  terms  or  conditiona,  piaeedeat 
or  subsecpient;  the  general  grant  inelnded  <hr 
modes  aad  manner*  The  jounuds  of  Che  Coni 
tion  ako  throw  H^ht  upon  this  view  of  the  i 
tioB;  the  clause  did  originally  contain 
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words:  it  at  first  declared,  that  "the  Legislature 

*  shall  have  power  to  admit  new  States  iato  the 

*  UnioD,  on  the  same  terms  with  the  original  States^ 

*  moTided  two-thirds  of  the  numher  present  in  both 

*  Houses  acree ;"  but,   the  words  "  on  the  same 

*  terms  with  the  original  States"  afterwards  disap- 
pear, and  the  latter  part  of  the  clause  is  also  changed, 
so  as  to  make  it  a  mere  subject  of  legislation. 

It  has  been  contended,  and  I  think  it  was  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Smyth.)  that  two 
certain  clauses  in  the  Constitution  aided  their  con- 
struction; the  one  that  allows  slaves  to  be  reprei 
sented,  and  the  other  that  directs  that  persons  escap- 
ing from  labor  shall  be  delivered  up.  But  this  ex- 
planation of  the  Constitution  is  a  begging  of  the 
main  question,  which  is.  Can  a  State  be  admitted 
into  tho  Union  on  condition  or  terms  ?  If  so,  it 
niay  be  admitted  on  the  condition  that  there  shall 
be  no  slavery ;  and,  in  such  an  event,  there  will  be 
none  to  be  represented,  or  to  escape  from  labor. 
Missouri,  in  her  character  of  State,  will  have  no 
slaves  as  far  as  respects  those  hereaUer  to  be  bom. 
The  Constitution  imposes  no  obligation  on  a  State 
to  hold  slaves,  as  it  does  that  a  State  shall  have 
two  Senators.  If  it  should  refuse  to  send  them, 
it  would  be  virtually  withdrawing  from  the  Union. 

But  it  is  asked,  where  is  our  construction  to  be 
bounded  ?  In  the  first  place  it  is  harmless,  because 
it  will  be  bounded  by  the  agreement  of  the  parties ; 
and,  according  to  my  present  impressions,  Consti- 
tutional boundaries  exist. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this 
general  position,  that  where  the  Constitution  has 
granted  certain  rights  to  States^  and  has  denied  to 
the  States  certain  other  rights,  in  such  cases  Con- 
gress can  neither  enlarge  nor  abridge,  as  for  in- 
stance : 

The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every  State 
in  this  Union  a  republican  form  or  government. 

The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  the  citizens  in 
the  several  States. 

Each  State  to  have  two  Senators,  and  to  have 
Representatives  according  to  the  mode  prescribed. 
,  Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  State 
to  the  public  acts,  records,  and  judicial  proceedings, 
of  every  other  State. 

A  person  charged  in  any  State  with  treason, 
felomr,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice, 
and  be  found  in  another  State,  shall,  on  demand 
of  the  Executive  authority  of  the  State  from  which 
he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the  State 
having  jurisdiction  ot  the  crime. 

No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  State, 
under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall, 
in  consequence  of  any  law  or  regulation  therein, 
be  discharged  from  such  service  or  labor,  but  shall 
be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to  whom 
such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.  Each  State  is 
entitled  also  to  all  the  privileges  and  advantages 
contained  in  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  many  instances  in 
which  restrictions  or  iniunctions  are  imposed  on 
the  Stat^  and  the  two  clauses  just  mentioned  are^ 
in  part,  of  this  description.  The  Constitution  far- 
ther declares,  that — 
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"  No  Stale  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or 
Confederacy;  grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals; 
coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit ;  make  any  thing  bat 
gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
pass  any  bill  of  tiiiainder^  ex  post  facto  law,  or  any  law 
impairing  the  obligation  of  con  tracts,  or  grant  any  title 
of  nobility ;  no  State  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress, lay  any  imposts  on  imports  or  exports  ;  no  State 
shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty 
on  tonnage,  keep  troops  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of 
peace  ;  enter  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with 
another  State,  or  with  a  foreign  Power ;  or  engage  in 
any  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent 
danger  as  will  not  admit  of  delay." 

The  President  shall  be  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  militia  of  the  several  States,  when  called  into 
actual  service  of  the  United  States. 

In  all  such  cases  where  privileges  are  granted  to 
the  States,  as  growing  out  of  the  Constitution,  and 
where  certain  rights  of  sovereignty  are  taken  from 
the  States,  Congress,!  should  think,  could  not  in- 
terfere. These  compose  indispensable  character- 
istics of  a  confederated  State  in  our  Union ;  and 
if  a  State  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
any  other  terms,  I  should  think  it  wotild  not  be  a 
State  within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 

But,  what  is  there  in  the  Constitution  to  prevent 
Congress  from  proposing  terms,  and  exercising  its 
sound  discretion  in  all  other  respects'? 

In  the  Constitution  it  is  said,  that  the  "  enumer- 
'  ation  of  certain  rights  shall  not  be  construed  to 
^  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people ; 
'  and  that  ]X)wers  not  delegated  to  the  United 

*  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it 

*  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States,  respect- 

*  ivelv,  or  to  the  people." 

What  is  there  for  these  clauses  to  operate  upon? 
The  people  possessed  the  full  power,  they  granted 
it  to  Congress  in  general  terms,  and  in  other  parts 
of  the  same  instrument  pointed  out  wherein  Con- 
gress should  be  restricted  in  the  exercise  of  this 
power;  if  there  are  any  other  restrictions,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  our  opponents  to  show  them.  The 
work,  to  me,  appears  to  be  complete  and  finished, 
and  that  no  other  line  can  be  drawn.  Congress 
has  a  right  to  establish  an  uniform  rule  of  natu- 
ralization, and  uniform  laws  on  the  subject  of 
bankruptcies.  In  these  instances  the  restriction  is 
contained  in  the  same  clause  that  makes  the  grant, 
but  if  there  had  been  no  restriction,  the  power  of 
Congress  would  have  been  full,  and  commensurate 
with  the  nature  of  the  subject,  as  in  the  gruni  of 
the  power  to  rebate  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions. So,  in  the  present  case,  does  not  the  gen- 
eral grant  give  all  the  power  on  the  subject  that 
is  not  restricted  by  the  other  parts  of  the  Consti- 
tution? 

And  how  can  anv  serious  danger  of  the  abuse  of 
this  power  exist,  wnen  the  consent  of  both  parties 
must  be  obtained  ?  And  when  there  can  be  no  in- 
ducement on  the  part  of  Congress  to  propose  terms 
that  would  materially  affect  the  body  of  the  muni- 
cipal code,  why  insist  on  taking  powers  from  a 
State  that  Congress  itself  could  not  enjoy  ?  Con- 
gress has  no  exclusive  jurisdiction  except  in  the 
ten  miles  square,  and  in  other  cases  can  only  legis- 
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late  on  the  I(*ederal  powers  granted.  Terms  will 
ne7er  be  insisted  upon,  except  as  to  some  impor- 
tant interest  that  mav  affect  the  nation  in  general ; 
it  b  beyond  any  calculation  of  probability,  that 
Congress  would  ever  wish  to  make  material  inroads 
upon  the  body  of  the  municipal  code. 

From  the  nature  of  things,  when  the  grantor  is 
not  obliged  to  act,  the  grantee  cannot  make  his 
own  terms,  and  shall  the  parties  be  denied  the  pri- 
vilege of  endeavoring  to  come  to  such  an  under- 
stand inar  as  may  be  satisfactorv  to  both  ? 

In  this  light,  the  power  has  oeen  considered  and 
practised  upon  by  many  legislative  bodies  of  the 
nation  for  a  period  of  about  thirty  years. 

The  ordinance  itself,  of  1787,  has  undergone  re- 
peated recognitions.  But,  it  has  been  rej^roached 
as  the  production  of  usurped  power.  This  is  an 
atsertion  wijthout  proof;  the  States  had  relinc^uish- 
e4  «U  right  and  jurisdiction  over  this  Terutory, 
and  there  existed  no  capacity  of  self-government 
OTtOrganii^i^tion ;  pnder  such  curcumstances,  it  could 
not  be  irregular  for  G(Hi£ress  to  act,  particularly  a9 
the  cessions  were  made^  virtue  of  the  resolve  of 
Congress  of  the  10th  of  October,  178Q,  which  con- 
tained this  clause:  that  the  said  lands  shall  be 
'*  granted  or  settled  at  such  times  and  under  such 
<  regulations  as.  shall  hereafter  be  agreed  on  by  the 
'  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  any 
'  nine  or  more  of  them."  And,  independently  of 
this,  the  first  Congress  after  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  which  had  express  power  to  make  all 
noedful  rules  and  regulations  re^^pecting  the  Terri- 
tory*  recognised  the  ordinance  by  passing  a  supple- 
mentary act;  and  the  State  of  Virginia,  also,  after 
the  Constitution,  on  the  30th  December,  1788, 
adopted  it  by  agreeing  to  the  5th  article  verbatim, 
w;hich  has  reference  to  all  the  articles,  and  con- 
tains in  itself  the  important  proviso  that  ^he  Con- 
stitution and  Government  so  to  be  formed  shall  be 
lejpublican.and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  con- 
tawed  in  tnese  articles ;  in  addition  to  this,  it  has 
been  recognised  by  three  different  Congresses,  on 
the  adqtiissions  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  into  the  Union ;  and  by  those  three  bodies 
of  people  in  the  acceptance  of  tneir  admission  into 
the  Unipn  agreeably  to  its  provisions.  There  are 
many  other  instances  of  its  recognition,  which 
make  it  sufficient  to  ^uiet  even  a  doubtful  question, 
for  the  sake  of  .stability  in  human  affairs,  and  for 
the  repose  and  happiness  of  society. 

That  StatjBs  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  condition,  we  have  precedents  in  the  case 
ot^every  State  tl^t  has  been  admitted,  except  Ver- 
mont. 

in  1791,  Kentucky  was  formed  out  of  Virginia, 
and  admitted  into  the  Union  on  certain  terms  and 
conditions  imposed  upoii  her  by  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

Whether  the  terms  are  agreed  upon  between 
the  old  and  new  State,  is  not  material,  as  Congress 
acquiesces,  and  the  State  is  actually  admitted  on 
the  condition,  which  is  known  and  considered 
obligatory.  But,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
(Mr.  Hardin)  says,  that  the  terips would  not  have 
been  obligatory,  if  provision  had  not  been  made  in 
the  consututipn  of  Kentucky  for  that  purpose.    I 


cannot  assent  to  this  position ;  the  compact  was 
the  basis  on  which  Kentucky  came  into  the  Union, 
and  it  by  no  means  inipairs  sovereignty  to  comply 
with  contracts ;  and  the  people  who  wish  to  com- 
pase  a  State  are  equally  competent  to  make  i 
contract  at  the  instant  of  its  creation  as  aAerwards; 
in  each  case  the  power  exists,  and  there  is  no  co- 
ercion in  the  one  more  than  in  the  other. 

In  June,  1796,  Tennessee  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  This  State  was  formed  out  of  the  terri- 
tory that  had  been  ceded  by  North  Carolina^  to  be 
governed  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  except  as  to 
the  6th  article^  which  prohibits  slavery.  The  ex- 
cepting of  this  article,  by  the  States  of  North 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  manifests  plainly  their  un- 
derstanding on  the  subject ;  yet,  vdiere  new  States 
were  formed  out  of  old  ones,  it  would  have  been 
wanton  in  Confess  to  endeavor  to  impose  the  re- 
striction as  to  slavery. 

In  1802,  Ohio  was  admitted  into  the  Union  on 
conditions. 

In  April,  1812,  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  tht 
Union.  The  act  contains  this  important  sentence: 
"  That  the  above  condition,  and  all  the  other  ooa- 
^  ditions  and  terms  contained  in  the  third  sectioB 
^  of  the  act.  the  title  whereof  is  hereinbefore  recit- 
^  ed,  shall  oe  considered,  deemed,  and  taken,  Am- 
'  damental  conditions  and  terras,  upon  which  such 
*  State  is  incorporated  in  the  Union.'* 

In  1816,  Indiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
on  condition. 

In  December,  1817,  Mississippi  was  admitted 
into  the  Union,  and  among  other  conditions  are 
these :  that  lands  sold  by  Coognress  shall  be  excmpi 
from  taxes  for  five  years,  ana  that  non-residents 
shall  not  be  taxed  higher  for  their  lands  than 
residents. 

In  December,  1818,  Illinois  was  admitted  iaio 
the  Union,  agreeably  to  the  ordinance  otl7S7. 

In  the  present  session,  Alabama  has  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  on  condition. 

The  fourth  section  of  the  bill  on  the  table  con- 
tains a  proviso  that  no  tax  shall  be  impo^  ra 
lands  the  property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no 
case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  he  taxed  higiier 
than  residents.  This  is  the  very  principle  f« 
which  we  are  contending. 

The  conditions  I  have  just  mentioned  have  been 
imposed  on  every  State  that  has  been  admittei 
into  the  Union  since  the  Constitution,  except.  1  be^ 
lieve,  two.  The  conditions  I  mean  are,  that  lanit 
sold  by  Congress  shall  be  exempt  from  taxes  fer 
five  years,  and  that  the  lands  of  non-residenb  ^xd 
not  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands  of  residrnti 
Do  not  these  impugn  sovereignty  in  an  indefinitdr 
higher  degree  than  the  condition  in  restraint  ei 
slavery  ?  The  private  rights  of  soil  of  course  it- 
main  with  the  former  proprietors,  but  the  domm- 
ion— the  right  of  taxation— is  a  prerogative  of  so^ 
ereiffoty  of  the  first  order;  and,  to  affect  this,  isti 
weaTcen  the  very  sinews  of  the  government. 

That  States  may  be  admitted  on  conditions  lal 
not  only  undergone  the  ordeal  of  so  many  bo&l 
and  Congresses,  but  I  believe  of  every  Presiddi 
since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  from  Chcrsi 
Washington  to  President  Monroe. 
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Never  was  a  principle  more  clearly  understood 
by^an^r  nation  or  peome,  than  that  a  State  may  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  conditions.  It  has 
been  recognised  and  confirmed  nearly  as  often  at 
the  famous  Macna  Charta  of  England.  And  it 
appears  to  have  oeen  so  considered  by  the  contem- 
poraries of  the  day.  Judffe  Wilson,  who  was  a 
distinguished  memoer  of  the  Convention,  express- 
ed himself  in  these  words :  '^  It  was  all  that  could 
'  be  obtained ;  I  am  sorry  it  was  no  more ;  but  from 
^  this  I  think  there  is  reason  to  hope  that  yet  a  few 
^  years  and  it  will  be  prohibited  altogether ;  and 
^  m  the  meantime  the  new  States  which  are  to  be 
^  formed  will  be  under  the  control  of  Congress  in 
^  this  particular,  and  slaves  will  never  be  intro- 
^  dueea  among  them.'' 

.    After  such  an  understanding  on  the  subject  and 
so  long  an  acquiescence,  the  doctrine,  as  laid  down 

5Chid'  Justice  Marshall^  in  the  case  of  the  Bank 
the  United  States,  appiief  with  more  than  com- 
Bum  fOTce.    He  says: 

**  It  has  been  trnlj  said  that  this  can  scarcely  be  con- 
aidafsd  as  an  open  question*  entirely  anprejudiced  by 
foimeff  proceadings  of  the  nation  respecting  it.  The 
fttncipla  BOW  eontested  was  introdoced  at  a  ^rery  early 
period  of  oar  history ,  and  has  been  recognised  by  aieny 
•iMCcattve  Legislatures.  It  will  not  be  denied  that  a 
bold  and  dsiing  usurpation  might  be  reslBted,  after  an 
acquiescence  still  longer  and  more  complete  than  this ; 
but  it  is  conceived  that  a  doubtful  question— ooe  on 
which  human  reason  may  pause,  and  the  human  judg- 
ment be  tuspended — in  the  decuiion  of  which  the  great 
principles  of  liberty  are  not  concerned,  but  the  reipec- 
tive  powers  of  those  who  are  equally  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  are  to  be  adjusted,  if  not  put  at  rest 
by  the  practice  of  the  Government,  ought  to  receive  a 
(H>nsiderable  impression  from  that  practice*  It  would 
require  no  ordinary  share  of  intrepidity  to  assert  that 
a  measure  adopted  under  these  circumsuncee  was  a 
bold  and  plain  usurpation,  to  which  the  Constitution 
gave  BO  coantenanoe." 

In  the  present  case,  the  principles  of  liberty  are 
coQcemed,  but  they  are  on  the  side  that  conforms 
with  the  nractice  of  the  Gk)vemment. 

tt  has  been  said,  that  the  precedents  passed  in 
I      silence,  and  have  never  been  disputed.    1  answer, 
tbat  a  long  uniformity  of  practice  on  a  subject, 
the  propriety  of  which  was  never  even  questioned, 
I      has  much  greater  claims  to  correctness  than  if  it 
.      had  been  agitated  and  contested  fVom  the  begin- 
ning, and  carried  only  by  bare  majorities.    In  re- 
I      ality,  if  there  is  any  thing  in  the  objection,  it  is 
'      strange  and  wonderful  in  the  extreme  that  the 
'      keen  eye  of  interest  and  of  State  jealousy  should 

*  not  have  discovered  it  for  a  period  of  thirty  yean. 

Another  objection  has  been  raised  out  of  the 
'     treaty  with  France  of  the  30th  April,  1803.    The 

*  nxtkie  relied  upon  is  as  follows : 

*'The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be 
^      incorpoi|ted  into  the  Union  of  the  United  8tates,  and 
admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of 
\      all  the  riffhts,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States ;  and  in  the  meantime  they 
•hall  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoyment 
of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  whidi  they 
I      praises." 


The  latter  part  of  this  article  relates  to  the  ceded 
territory  while  in  its  territorial  state. 

The  precedinfif  part  does  not  even  say  that  Che 
inhabitants  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Union  as 
States;  but,  allowing  the  greatest  latitude,  can  k 
in  reason  mean  nH)re  than  that  the  ceded  territory 
shall  be  incorporated  into  the  Union^  as  States,  as 
soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution?  A  candid  construction  cf 
this  clause  would  never  allow  that  the  inhabi- 
tants should  enjoy  higher  rights,  advantages,  or 
immunities,  than  would  be  derived  by  the  circum- 
stance of  bein^  admitted  into  the  Union,  as  States, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. If,  then,  the  Constitution  authorizes  Con- 
fess to  exercise  its  own  discretion  in  this  partioit- 
Far,  will  not  the  inhabitants  be  incorporated  int6 
the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution '?  Could  more  have  been  «iked,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  ever  intended  to  be  granted  on  the 
other?  The  inhabitants  would  then  be  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  entitled,  as  such,  lo  all 
the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  that  character. 
If  the  right  to  hold  slaves  is  a  Federal  riffht,  and 
attached  merely  to  citizenship  of  the  United  8  tatea, 
it  could  maintain  itself  against  State  authority; 
and,  on  this  principle,  the  owner  miffht  take  hiii 
slaves  into  any  State  he  pleased  in  defiance  of  the 
State  laws.  But  this  would  be  contrary  to  the 
Constitution,  and  even  the  broad  lan^tiage,  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  aH 
the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the 
several  States,  does  not  produce  this  effect,  as  is 
plainly  manifested  by  the  article  which  directs 
that  persons  escaping  from  labor  shall  be  delivered 
up  to  the  party  to  whom  the  labor  is  due.  This 
shows  that  if  slaves  are  intentionally  taken  into  a 
State  to  reside,  the  State  can  deny  to  the  master 
any  right  to  hold  them  as  slaves  within  its  juris- 
diction. 

These  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  were 
intended  to  be  enjoyed  by  the  inhabitants  as  a 
body  politic,  or  in  their  individual  capacities. 

Ir,  as  a  body  politic,  and  they  are  admitted  into 
the  Union,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Fed- 
eral C<mstittrtion,  it  must  be  deemed  satisfactory 
in  that  point)  of  view. 

If  these  rights  are  attached  to  them  in  their  in- 
dividual capacities,  they  can  only  be  enjoyed  by 
tbose  who  were  inhautants  at  the  time ;  they 
would  look  up  to  the  treatv  as  the  fbimtahiof  ihefr 
authority,  and  would  hola  not  only  paramount  to 
all  the  powers  of  Congress,  but  also  paramount  to 
any  authority  that  the  State  of  Missouri  cooW 
possess:  the  State  eould  not  say  that  slavery 
should  not  exist  in  its  limits,  if  any  of  the  inhab- 
itants should  be  disposed  to  say  to  the  contrary; 
so  that,  if  the  restriction  would  infringe  upon  one 
winff  of  the  State  sovereignty,  this  constractiea 
of  the  treaty  would  infringe  upon  the  other. 

But,  how  is  the  power  to  admit  States  into  the 
Union  to  be  controlled  by  the  treaty-making  power? 
It  is  a  specified  power  vested  in  Congresi;  While 
the  treaty-making  power  keeps  within  its  sphere,, 
there  is,  perhaps,  a  political  obligation  imposed  on 
Congresa  to  pasaail  la^v^s  nreesaaviry  to  twtsy  it  kkto. 
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execution,  so  that  the  different  parts  of  the  Gov- 
ernment may  move  in  harmony.  Where  the  true 
line  is,  might  be  difficult  to  say,  and  it  is  useless  at 
present  to  inquire. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, (Mr.  B.  Hardin,)  that  the  treaty-making 
power  could  make  a  treaty  offensive  and  defensive 
which  would  be^  obligatory  on  Congress.  At 
present  I  cannot  agree  to  this.  Congress  has  the 
power  to  establish  a  bankrupt  law,  and  to  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures;  but,  if  a  treaty 
should  be  made  with  England,  for  instance,  that 
there  shall  be  no  bankrupt  law  in  either  country, 
and  that  the  weights  and  measures  in  both  shall 
be  the  same,  would  it  be  obligatory  on  Congress  ? 
Congress  has  a  right  to  declare  war;  but  if  a  treaty 
should  be  made  with  Spain,  and,  for  the  sake  of 
the  Floridas,  it  should  engage  that  this  country 
would  go  to  war  against  the  Patriots  of  Soutn 
America  in  the  Spring,  would  Congress  be  under 
any  obligation  to  acquiesce  ? 

I  mention  these  as  self-evident  cases,  by  way  of 
illustration,  to  show  the  inability  of  the  treaty- 
making  power  to  control  Congress  in  the  admis- 
sion of  States  into  the  Union.  But,  in  this  in- 
stance, I  cannot  say  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  exceeded  its  authority.  The  words  "as  soon 
as  possible"  could  mean  nothing  more  than  as 
soon  as  Congress  should  deem  it  fit  and  proper ; 
that  would  be  as  soon  as  possible,  having  relation 
to  the  nature  of  the  subject-matter,  and  to  the 
powers  that  were  to  act.  It  must  be  acknowl- 
edged that  they  did  not  mean  immediately. 

There  is  another  part  of  the  Constitution  that 
has  attracted  much  attention.  I  mean  that  which 
relates  to  migration  and  importation.  The  Com- 
mittee will  perceive  that  this  clause  does  not 
directly  support  the  amendment  in  full,  as  it  would 
not  work  an  entire  extinguishment  of  slavery  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  it  could  only  prevent  future 
migration  to  it.  But  perhaps  it  may  be  of  some 
consequence  to  examine  it,  as  it  may  have  a  col- 
lateral bearing  upon  the  subject. 

It  is  declared  "  that  the  migration  or  importa- 
*  tation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
^  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
'  prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year 

What  is  meant  by  the  words  "  migration  or  im- 
portation ?"  If  the  Convention  had  meant  im- 
portation into  the  United  States  only,  why  use  the 
word  "  migration  ?"  "  Importation"  was  the  ap- 
propriate word  for  that  purpose,  and  would  have 
iDcluded  such  persons  as  should  be  brought  from 
beyond  the  seas,  as  well  as  those  brought  from  the 
adjoining  countries ;  it  would  include,  with  great 
propriety,  persons  brought  into  the  country  from 
any  other  place  whatever. 

The  subject  of  slavery  was  one  that  occasioned 
the  most  animated  contest  between  the  members 
of  the  Convention ;  and  I  presume  that  they  did 
not  employ  these  words  without  weighing  their 
signification  well. 

I  will  give  my  idea  of  the  word  importation 
first.  On  the  one  hand -it  was  agreed  that  Con- 
gress might  probibit  ih^  importatibir  bf  skves 


after  the  year  1808 ;  but  as  Congress  had  a  right 
to  lay  a  tax  or  duty  on  every  thing  imported  into 
this  country,  it  was  in  their  power  to  lay  it  so 
high  as  would  virtually  amount  to  a  prohibitioo. 
To  prevent  this,  the  slaveholding  States  had  the 
precaution  to  have  the  tax  or  duty  limited  to  a 
sum  not  higher  than  ten  dollars  on  each  petson. 
This  compromise  ended  the  contest  as  to  the  word 
importation. 

But  what  is  meant  by  the  word  "migration?^ 
That  it  was  intended  as  a  significant  Wiodj  is 
manifest  from  the  minutes  of  the  Convention. 

It  was  moved  and  seconded,  to  amend  the  first 
clause  of  the  report,  to  read,  "  The  importation  of 
slaves  into  such  of  the  States  as  shall  peroodt  the 
same,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  Union,  until  the  year  1808." 

In  the  proposed  amendment,  the  word  in^wrta- 
tion  stood  alone;  but  the  motion  passed  m  the 
negative,  and  the  word  migration  was  retained. 
Such  a  variety  of  opinions  are  entertained  as  to 
the  meaning  of  this  word  that  it  excites  curiosity. 
Some  think  it  is  synonymous  with  importation; 
some,  that  it  relates  to  free  persons  coming  into 
this  country ;  others,  that  it  has  a  double  meaning^ 
relating  either  to  free  persons  or  to  slaFcs;  and 
others,  that  it  is  confined  to  slaves  to  be  brought 
into  this  country  from  the  adjacent  countries. 

I  shall  say  nothing  as  to  the  first  and  third  expo- 
sitions. Can  it  for  a  moment  be  imagined  that 
Congress  were  to  be  restrained  from  prohibiting 
an  influx  of  strangers  into  this  country,  if  the 
safety  of  the  country  should  require  it,  untH  JS081 
Such  a  power  is  incident  to  every  Government ; 
good  policy  may  require  it  in  times  of  peace,  but 
It  is  absolutely  necessary  as  preparatory  to  a  state 
of  war,  and  in  war.  It  appears  by  the  minutes  of 
the  Convention,  that  the  clause  at  one  time  stood 
in  these  words :  ^^  But  a  tax  or  duty  nuiy  be  iior 
posed  on  such  migration  or  importation,  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  the  average  duty  laid  on  imports  ^'^ 
but,  as  free  persons  could  not  have  been  valued,  of 
course  they  could  not  have  been  intended  as  the 
clause  then  stood.  For  my  own  part  I  think  the 
clause  was  always  intended  to  embrace  slaves,  and 
no  other  description  of  persons. 

As  to  the  other  exposition,  that  the  word  migra- 
tion means  slaves  to  be  bi'ought  from  the  adjacent 
countries;  if  so,  can  any  sensible  reason  be  given 
why  a  duty  or  tax  was  not  attached  to  the  word 
migration,  as  well  as  to  the  importation.  In  both 
cases  slaves  would  be  brought  into  this  country 
from  foreign  nations,  and  wnv  should  the  tax  or 
duty  be  stricken  out  as  it  related  to  migration? 
The  word  migration  must  have  meant  one  of  two 
things — either  a  change  of  situation  from  a  f<^eiga 
nation  into  this  country,  or  a  change  in  this  coun- 
try from  one  State  to  another  State ;  in  this  re- 
spect the  clause  is  left  at  large;  it  does  not  con- 
tain the  words  State  or  United  States.  The  idea 
of  the  two  words  being  synonymous,  se^ns  now 
to  be  abandoned.  Suppose,  then,  that  Congress 
had  laid  a  duty  or  tax  on  slaves  to  be  brought 
from  any  of  the  adjacent  countries^  would  suta  a 
law  hi'7^  been  declared  unconstitutional  ?  If  not, 
the  case  is  included  by  the  word  importation  ;  and, 
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of  course,  the  word  mifinratlon  has  no  employment 
there.  If  WB  consider  tne  meaning  to  he  a  cnange 
of  sitnatidn  from  one  State  to  another,  and  that  is 
from  one  government  to  another,  are  we  not  fur- 
nished with  the  reason  why  no  tax  or  duty  was 
attached  to  the  word  migration,  as  would  not  have 
been  agreeable  to  other  parts  of  the  Constitution : 
^  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported 

*  from  any  State ;  nor  shall  vessels  bound  to  or 

*  from  one  State  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 

*  dutv,  in  another." 

I  nave  adopted  this  construction,  because  it  is 
most  free  from  objection,  and  because  it  accords 
best  with  humanity,  and  with  the  spirit  of  the 
times  which  produced  the  Constitution. 

If  this  construction  is  correct,  that  Congress  pos- 
sesses the  power  over  migration  from  State  to 
Stat^  and  should  ever  exercise  that  power,  then  I 
may  be  permitted  to  ask,  how  could  a  State  that 
has  abolished  slavery  ever  introduce  it  into  its 
limits  again?  importation  from  abroad  would  be 
cut  off  J  migration  from  State  to  State  would  be 
inhibited,  and  the  badge  of  slavery  could  not  be 
fristened  on  any  white  freemen  or  black  freemen ; 
they  would  be  instantly  disoharged  on  a  habeas 
corpus.  Such  is  the  genius  of  our  republican  in- 
stitutions, that  no  person  that  is  bom  tree  can  ever 
be  enslaved ;  and,  independently  of  this.  I  wish  to 
maintain  it  as  a  principle  throughout  this  discus- 
sion, that  it  womd  be  a  breach  of  morality  and 
a  true  sovereignty,  and  a  dishonor  to  a  State,  to 
introduce  slavery,  unless  there  should  exist  an  ab- 
aohrte  niecessity  tor  it.  Under  the  view  which  I 
lunre  taken,  if  the  restriction  is  not  carried,  Mis- 
souri will  be  in  a  better  situation,  (if  she  should 
99  consider  it,)  than  such  States  as  I  have  men- 
tioned^ as  the  existing  slavery  in  Missouri  could  not 
be  extinguished,  but  must  be  permitted  to  remain 
iHid  spmid  over  that  whole  country. 

Another  ccmsequence  would  result  from  such  a 
<x>nstruction,  and  that  is,  it  would  show  that]  the 
Convention  contemplated  a  gradual  reduction  of 
slavery,  and  that  condensation,  instead  of  exten- 
sion, was  the  object  which  they  had  in  view.  I 
have  already  mentioned  that  this  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution does  not  directly  support  the  amendment, 
but  that  perhaps  it  might  have  a  collateral  influ- 
ence. I  bare  now  explained  my  idea  respect- 
ing it. 

As  to  the  present  amendment,  in  restriction  of 
slavery,  it  depends,  as  I  have  already  said,  on  the 
right  of  the  parties  to  enter  into  such  a  stipula- 
tion; and  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  take  a  brief 
review  of  the  ground  over  which  I  have  travelled, 
and  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this 
particular  subject  once  more. 

It  is.  in  substance,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  adop- 
tion or  the  Constitution,  slavery  existed  in  some  of 
tile  States ;  it  was  considered  as  a  great  political 
malady,  but  had  taken  too  deep  a  root  to  be  extir- 
imted  by  any  means  then  in  the  power  of  the 
•country ;  but,  in  relation  to  the  Northwestern  Ter- 
ritory, the  same  insurmountable  objection  did  not 
apply ;  and  'the  American  people  embraced  the 
first  opportunity  that  was  presented  to  arrest  the 
farther  progress  of  slavery,  and  while  this  transac* 


tion  was  recent,  or  rather  simultaneous  with  it,  the 
Convention  sat,  and,  knowing  that  States  were  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union  on  this  very  condition, 
made  the  Constitution,  employing  in  the  main 
clause  a  generality  of  expression,  and  omitting 
the  restrictive  woras  it  had  previously  contained. 
How,  then,  can  it  fairly  be  said,  that  uie  Conven- 
tion meant  to  restrain  Congress  on  this  subject,  on 
any  future  occasion ;  that  it  was  in  their  contem- 
plation to  exclude  slavery  from  the  Territory, 
which  had  been  conquered  with  their  arms  ana 
blood,  and  which  was  to  be  settled  by  their  own 
descendants,  and  yet  that  slavery  should  be  per- 
mitted to  spread  over  any  country  that  might 
thereafrer  be  accjuircd;  and  more  especially  when 
we  see  the  anxiety  that  prevailed  to  connne  this 
evil  to  its  old  limits — an  evil,  too,  which  was  so 
anomalous  to  the  sublime  feature  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, that  it  was  not  suffered  to  be  named  in  any 
of  its  pages  ?  I  may  have  grown  over  zealous ; 
something  may  have  created  a  bias  in  my  mind ; 
but  to  me  it  appears  to  be  so  unnatural  as  to  war- 
want  the  conclusion  that  it  is  impossible  that  such 
ever  could  have  ever  been  the  intention  of  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution.  With  this,  Mr.  Chair- 
man. I  leave  the  Constitutional  question. 

Tne  gentleman  from  Kentucky  ^Mr.  Hardin) 
has  said  that  the  act  making  regulations  for  the 
Territory  of  Missouri  imposes  no  restriction  as  to 
slavery,  but  that  it  holds  out  inducements  for  citi- 
zens 01  the  United  States,  who  are  the  bona  fiAt 
owners  of  slaves,  to  remove  with  them  to  the 
Territory. 

I  have  classed  this  act  under  the  head  of  expe- 
diency, as  it  forms  no  Constitutional  bar,  nor  con- 
tains any  contract.  Its  object  is  temporary,  and  is 
so  declared  in  the  title  of  the  act.  It  bears  no  re- 
semblance to  a  law  vesting  privileges  in  a  corpo- 
ration ;  the  principal'  officers  are  to  be  appointed 
by  the  President ;  the  inhabitants  had  no  power 
to  reject  the  regulations.  Congress  has  power  to 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting 
the  Territories  belonging  to  the  United  States,  but 
the  passing  of  one  act  prescribing  the  manner  in 
which  laws  for  the  Territory  shall  be  made,  does 
not  commit  Congress^  they  can  change  the  mode  at 
pleasure.  As  to  the  idea  that  such  regulations  are 
of  a  binding  character  and  unalterable,  it  is  novel 
and  without  solidity. 

The  ordinance  of  1787  was  made  under  differ- 
ent circumstances.  The  parties  claiming  right  of 
soil  and  iurisdiction  agreed  and  acquiesced  in  it, 
and  by  the  words  of  the  ordinance,  permanency 
was  intended;  but,  as  to  the  Missouri  Territory, 
there  exist  no  conflicting  claims  as  to  soil  and  ju- 
risdiction ;  both  belong  exclusively  to  the  United 
States,  and,  from  a  bare  inspection  of  the  act,  no 
intention  is  conveyed  that  the  regulation  should 
be  permanent. 

it  is  nothing  more  than  a  case  of  an  ordinary 
law. 

The  change  of  laws  ofren  produces  an  inconve- 
nience to  some  portion  of  the  citizens^  designs 
may  be  formed  under  existing  laws  which  do  not 
reach  maturity  before  the  laws  are  altered. 

The  policy  of  the  country  required  non-impor- 
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talion  and  embargo  laws,  to  the  great  disadvan- 
tage of  many  merchants  whose  capitals  were  em- 
barked in  trade. 

The  same  arguments  might  have  been  used 
when  slavery  was  abolished  in  any  of  the  States ; 
with  equal  propriety  it  could  have  been  urged  that 
it  was  under  the  faith  of  the  stability  of  laws  that 
slaves  had  been  purchased ;  but  this  can  furnish  no 
reason  against  prospective  laws  in  favor  of  the 
unborn ;  in  them  no  interest  can  be  vested. 

It  is  further  insisted  that,  as  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  held  slaves  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  it 
would  be  unjust  to  deprive  them  of  any  advantage 
that  by  possibility  might  arise  even  from  the  isjjue 
of  their  slaves.  Let  us  compare  this  view  of  the 
subject  with  the  circumstances  attending  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  The  Canadian  inhabit- 
ants and  other  settlers,  who  professed  themselves 
citizens  of  Virginia,  could  not  have  been  very  in- 
considerable, and  Virginia  in  her  act  of  cession 
stipulated  that  they  should  have  their  possessions 
and  titles  confirmed  to  them,  and  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties. 

Nevertheless,  such  was  the  ardor  for  liberty  at 
that  day,  that  the  sixth  article  of  the  ordinance 
extinguished  slavery  not  only  as  to  the  unborn,  but 
as  to  the  slaves  then  held  by  the  inhabitants,  and, 
to  avoid  the  operation  of  the  ordinance,  some  of 
the  inhabitants  removed  out  of  the  Territory. 

With  what  reason,  then,  can  the  inhabitants  of 
Missouri  complain,  when  we  proceed  in  the  most 
conciliatory  manner,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
slaves  now  held  by  them? 

The  parties  to  the  treaty  knew  that,  since  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  some  States  had 
been  admitted  with  a  restriction  as  to  slavery,  and 
others  without  such  restriction.  The  inhabitants 
had  a  right  to  expect  that  when  States  should  be 
formed  out  of  this  new  purchase,  the  great  ques- 
tion would  be  agitated  and  decided,  whether  sla- 
very should  be  tolerated  in  the  new  States  or  not. 
In  relation  to  the  general  question  of  expediency 
nothing  new  I  presume  can  be  advanced,  as  it  has 
been  copiously  mvestigated  in  this  House,  and  a 
great  deal,  as  I  am  informed,  has  been  written 
upon  the  subject.  I  shall,  therefore,  make  but  few 
observations  upon  it. 

I  shall  not,  trom  any  desire  of  being  ingenious, 
avoid  arguments  that  have  been  used  by  others — 
arguments  that  convince  many,  are  the  more  valu- 
able on  that  account. 

The  existence  of  slavery  in  this  country  must 
be  considered  as  involuntary;  that  it  is  a  great 
political  evil  is  generally  acknowledged,  and  that 
no  blame  is  attached  to  the  present  generation  is 
equally  admitted.  It  was  a  bitter  inheritance,  and 
one  that  imposed  the  necessity  of  its  being  accepted. 
That  it  is  in  direct  hostility  with  the  principles 
of  our  Revolution  we  all  agree  j  sentiments  differ- 
ent in  the  extreme  at  that  period  seized  the  Ame- 
rican mind,  and  the  voice  of  true  liberty  was  heard 
throughout  the  colonies. 

The  most  pathetic  appeals  were  made  on  the 
subiect,  not  only  to  the  people  of  this  country,  but 
to  the  people  ot  England  and  Ireland,  to  the  Ca- 
nadians, and  to  -some  of  the  islands. 


The  contest  for  liberty  \^?ls  bloody  and  eixpen- 
sive,  and  after  it  terminated  in  theackieTefaentof 
our  independence,  and  when  the  representatives  of 
the  people  assembled  to  makeaconstitutioD,  amcMig 
the  first  difficulties  that  were  presented  to  tlMm 
was  this  unfortunate  practice  oi  slavery.  It  vas 
pregnant  with  every  species  of  embaxrassment; 
they  had  fought  for  liberty,  but  were  obliged  to 
countenance  within  the  borders  of  their  own  coim- 
try  a  state  of  bondage  ;  for  themselves  tbey  ooald 
not  bear  political  restraint,  yet  their  situatioii  ^d 
been  a  paradise  compared  to  the  condition,  of  this 
miserable  race.  A  large  portion  of  the  people  at 
that  critical  moment  were  constrained  to  yidd  to 
certain  principles  contained  in  the  Constitution, 
as  a  federal  alliance  was  considered  as  the  only 
political  event  that  could  effectually  contriboce  lo 
the  tranquillity  and  future  greatness  of  the  United 
Stales,  as  a  nation ;  a  compromise  was  happily 
effected,  and  to  it  we  are  indebted  for  the  mmny 
blessings  which  we  have  enjoyed ;  but,  to  th&e 
compromises  the  inhabitants  oi  Missouri  must  be 
considered  as  perfect  strangers. 

Could  the  present  question  m  any  shape  k^re 
been  proposed  to  the  Convention,  I  ]^>peal  to  the 
candor  of  the  Committee,  if,  in  their  optnicn^.  it 
would  have  been  sustained  for  a  moment  by  tkt 
patriots  of  that  early  day  ?  Slavery  in  the  o&d 
States  could  not  be  extinguished,  but  at  to  Stales 
that  were  to  grow  up  out  of  the  Constitntion,  it 
never  was  intended  that  they  should  be  inconaiflt- 
ent  with  the  solemn  professions  made  to  the  wmU. 
The  sentiments  of  the  nation  on  this  subjert  were 
fairlv  evinced  by  the  disposition  of  the  territory 
nortnwest  of  the  Ohio ;  and  shall  it  now  be  made 
a  serious  question  whether  we  will  ddibefalB/y 
extend  the  practice  of  slavery  to  this  toiodless 
region,  and  deny  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  mil- 
lions unborn,  wnen  we  are  left  at  hberty  to  act 
according  to  our  own  wishes,  and  when  there  is 
no  plea  of  necessity  for  an  excuse  1  1  ardently 
hope  that  a  different  result  will  be  the  effect  of  our 
deliberations. 

If  we  reflect  on  the  subject,  I  think  we  must  be 
convinced  that  the  extension  of  slarery  will  pro- 
duce an  augmentation  instead  of  a  diminntkm  6f 
the  slave  population,  and  that  this  large  We^em 
market  will  incite  temptations  to  evade  the  non- 
importation laws,  to  me  appears  manifest. 

As  relates  to  the  population,  I  beg  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  Uie  sentiments 
of  Ma  Ithus,  a  celebrated  writer:  "  Population  his 

*  a  constant  tendency  to  increase  beyond  the  meaos 

*  of  subsistence;  wtatever  these  may  be,  Africa 
'  has  been,  at  all  times,  the  principal  mart  of 
^  slaves ;  the  drains  of  its  population^  in  this  way, 

<  have  been  s^reat  and  constant  parUculariy  since 

<  their  introduction  into  the  European  colonia; 

*  but.  igerhaps,  as  Dr.  Franldin  observes,  it  wouU 
'  be  difficult  to  find  the  gap  that  has  been  madebr 
'  a  hundred  years*  exportation  of  negroes,  which 

<  has  blackened  half  America;  for,  notwithstaixl- 

<  ing  the  constant  emigration,  the  loss  of  numbers 

<  from  incessant  war,  and  the  checks  to  ificrease 

<  from  vice  and  other  causes,  it  appear^  that  die 
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*  popatatioQ  is   continnaHy  passing  beyond  the 

*  means  of  subsistence." 

Will  the  extension  of  slavery  to  Mis^nri  ac- 
celerate the  extinguishment  of  slavery  in  the  old 
States  in  the  slightest  degree  ?  If  not^  why  should 
we  toAe  Missouri  a  skvehoiding  State  1  As  the 
climate  imposes  no  necessity,  wherein  does  any 
excuse  exist  ?  The  slaves  are  not  confined  in  nar- 
row limits  5  they  have  the  ran^je  of  ten  or  eleven 
States,  composing  an  extent  of  country  sufficient 
for  an  empire.  Can  there  be  any  humanity  or 
good  policy  in  driving  the  aborigines  of  this  coun- 
try still  farther,  to  make  room  not  only  for  a  white, 
but  a  black  population,  when  there  are  millions  of 
acres  uncultivated  nearer  the  centre  of  the  Union  ? 
And  why  should  we  entail  this  political  poison  on 
the  people  of  Missouri?  In  answer  to  this,  it  is 
said  they  wish  it.  I  ha?e  no  doubt  but  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Southern  States  were,  at 
an  early  period,  acttiated  by  the  same  motives,  out 
their  posterity  consider  it  now  as  a  melancholy 
misfortune. 

As  slavery  exists,  it  is  afeked  Wh^re  is  the  difier- 
ence  whether  they  live  in  one  jiatr  of  the  country 
or  another  ?  If  no  slavery  existed  in  this  country, 
a  similar  question  might  be  put :  it  might  be  asked, 
as  slavery  exists  in  atty  part  of  the  world,  why 
might  they  not  be  brought  into  this  country— will 
the  change  aflTect  their  hap|)indss  ?  Yet,  m  such 
cases,  it  is  highly  material,  and  otie  reason  is,  that 
Missouri  will  be  a  new  sovereignty,  and  slavery 
ought  to  be  extinguished  in  the  nraits  of  every 
sovereignty,  if  it  can  be  effe<jjpd  without  danger- 
ous consequences.  Its  existence  will  interest  the 
State  in  the  perpetuation  of  slavery. 

It  is  represented  as  a  violation  of  every  princijfJe 
of  justice  to  prevent' slaveholders  from  carrying 
their  sldVes  With  theVn  to  this  State,  if  they  should 
be  inclined  to  remove  into  it,  as  the  country  was 
purchased  by  the  general  fand.  With  equal  pro- 
priety the  sam6  argument  could  have  been  employ- 
ed in  relation  to  the  States  formed  out  of  the 
Northwest  Territory,  as  that  was  likewise  a  coih- 
roon  fbnd ;  butha^  any  serious  inconvenience  been 
experienfced  heretofore  in  this  reject  ?  None  has 
been  publicly  made  known.  Gehtleraen,  tnore- 
over,  say  that  it  Wottld  be  cruel  to  oblige  those 
who  should  be  desirous  to  settle  in  this  State,  to 
part  with'soch  slaves  as  had  gained  their  affections, 
such  as  their  fkvorite  nur'ses  and  the  playmates  oi 
their  children.  The  humber  of  this  description 
would  be  few,&nd  it  did  not  occur  to  gentlemen  that 
this  would  be  a  happy  opportunity  to  give  the  best 
evidence  of  their  auachment,by  manumitting  these 
faviiKites  and  taking  them  along  as  free  persons : 
this  would  afford  them  comfort  the  remainder  of 
their  lives,  iind  the  generous  act  would  amply 
reward  thettiaster. 

It  has  been  ihtirhated  that  this  has  become  a 
question  of  hi^  excitement  and  passion,  and  that 
we  are  carried  awtty  in  the  tide  of  popularity. 
Let  it  be  recollected  that,  if  the  measure  of  restric- 
tion is  popular  in  the  North,  ^he  doctrine  of  non- 
restriction  is  equally  popular  in  the  South,  and 
the  result  will  show  whether  they  will  leave  the 
Southern  rtinks  and  entitle  themselves  to  the  praise 


of  the  North  for  their  firmness  and  independence. 
I  have  heard  it  said  (^but  I  am  not  certain  thttt 
it  was  in  the  House)  that  slaves  are  as  happy  as 
the  lower  class  of  white  people.  If  this  is  correct,, 
it  must  be  in  consequence  of  the  degradation  to 
which  they  are  reduced  ;  their  faculties  are  not 
allowed  that  expansion  which  nature  intended; 
they  are  kept  in  darkness,  and  are  unacquainted 
witn  their  true  situation,  as  well  in  regard  to  their 
present  state  as  to  their  future  existence.  Slavery 
in  the  abstract  strikes  the  heart  with  abhorrence : 
this  life  can  have  no  charms  if  it  is  not  sweetened 
with  liberty :  and  if  a  slave  has  any  accurate 
knowledge  of  his  own  condition,  nothing  can  ap- 
pear before  him  but  sadness,  from  the  dawn  of  the 
morning  to  the  close  of  the  evening. 

Independently  of  any  considerations  of  humani- 
ty, many  of  a  political  character  exist.  The  bal- 
ance of  power  between  the  original  States  will  be 
disturbed ;  as^  according  to  the  mode  prescribed  by. 
the  Constitution,  the  owner  of  one  hundred  slaves 
has  as  much  infiuence  in  the  representation  as 
sixty-one  freemen ;  and  as  direct  taxation  is  but 
seldom  resorted  to,  it  is  by  no  means  an  equiva- 
ieht.  This  may  often  give  a  minority  of  the  free- 
men a  control  over  the  politics  of  the  country. 
This  unquestionably  is  a  hard  bargain,  but  it  is 
one  that  has  not  been  made  With  the  inhabitants 
of  Missouri. 

Another  reason  has  great  weight  with  me,  aAd 
that  is,  the  preference  that  ouffht  to  be  ^ven  to  a 
white  population  over  a  black  population,  as  it 
regards  the  strength  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 
Slaves  have  no  ambition  ;  they  can  never  become 
expert  as  soldiers,  sailors,  or  artificers :  in  time  of 
war,  the  country  would  be  weakened  by  them ; 
instead  of  aiding  in  the  defence  of  the  country, 
they  must  be  watched  at  home.  In  time  of  peace, 
slavery  has  a  pernicious  tendency  on  the  industry 
of  white  people;  a  population  or  industrious  free- 
men can  never  be  expected  to  exist,  if  they  are 
to  be  mixed  with  slaves;  they  will  becdme  idle, 
and  the  existence  of  slavery  in  that  country  will 
prevent  many  from  settling  in  it. 

The  wilderness  would  l^  much  sooner  convert- 
ed into  cultivated  farms  by  a  hardy  race  of  free- 
men, the  owners  of  the  soil,  and  interested  in  the 
advancement  And  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Many  suggestions  have  been  maxle  in  relation  to 
a  compromise.  But,  if  we  reflect  a  moment,  it  will 
be  easily  perceived  that,  under  the  circumstances, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  compromise  a  question  of  this 
character.  A  compromise  usually  has  for  its  baitis 
mutual  concessions,  which  are  equally  obligatory ; 
but,  if  we  should  pass  a  law  excluding  slavery  fk)m 
the  remaining  territory,  where  would  be  the  secur- 
ity that  another  Congress  would  not  repeal  it  ?  It 
will  be  but  an  ordinary  act  of  legislation,  aVid, 
whenever  there  shall  be  an  application  for  a  new 
State,  we  shall  be  met  with  the  same  Constittt- 
tional  objections  that  now  exist.  It  is,  in  fkct, 
yielding  -all  for  which  we  have  been  contend^, 
and  if  we  once  give  up  the  ship,  ^avery  will'  he 
tolerated  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  and  we  can  nevier 
after  remove  it. 

It  is  true  that  a  compromise  was  made  on<  the 
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subjectof  slavery  at  the  adoptionoftheConstitution, 
but  it  was  one  of  an  obligatory  nature,  and  it  arose 
out  of  circumstances  that  could  not  be  controlled. 
The  Constitution  was  necessary  to  save  us  from 
domestic  discord  and  foreign  ambition ;  we  were 
then  in  our  infancy ;  but  now  our  national  strength 
bids  defiance  to  any  nation,  where,  I  ask,  is  the 
necessity  of  deceiving  ourselves  or  our  constituents 
by  this  mere  pretence  of  a  compromise  ? 

The  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  tell  us  that,  if 
the  restriction  is  carried,  the  Union  will  be  dis- 
solved. Missouri  alone,  notwithstanding  her  high 
displeasure,  could  make  but  a  feeble  efiort  in  this 
respect,  and  will  the  respectable,  patriotic,  and 
higD-minded  State  of  Virginia,  be  disposed  to 
break  up  the  Union  on  this  occasion — Virginia 
that  has  enjoyed  the  highest  honors  of  the  nation, 
both  in  war  and  in  peace?  Will  the  other  slavehold- 
ing  States  join  in  the  contest?  What  is  there  to  jus- 
tify such  a  calamitous  event  ?  Wherein  are  we 
betraying  our  country  ?  Do  we  not  stand  on  the 
ground  of  our  ancestors  ?  Are  we  not  maintain- 
ing the  same  principles  that  animated  their  hearts 
when,  like  a  band  of  patriotic  brothers,  they  unan- 
imously excluded  slavery  from  the  Northwestern 
Territory  ?  I  have  no  wish  to  say  that  the  hon- 
orable gentlemen  only  mean  to  intimidate  us — 
that  would  be  unkind — but  I  beg  leave  to  differ 
with  them  on  this  subject.  I  have  a  more  exalted 
opinion  of  the  patriotism  of  the  South ;  they  will 
never  cause  American  blood  to  be  spilt,  unless  for 
reasons  that  would  iustify  them  in  tne  eyes  of  the 
world  :  and,  in  the  fanffuage  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  "the 
Almighty  has  no  attribute  that  would  side  with 
them  in  such  a  cause  as  this  would  be.''  Has  it 
Cfome  to  this,  that  the  extension  of  slavery  is  to  be 
considered  as  one  of  the  pillars  of  our  liberty? 
This,  indeed,  would  be  a  political  paradox. 

Finally,  it  is  contended  that  the  restriction  will 
interfere  with  private  property,  when  it  only  says 
that  children  nereal^er  to  be  born  shall  be  free. 
The  evil  is  permitted  to  remain  in  part  of  the  Uni- 
on for  the  most  cogent  reasons ;  but  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  old  States  the  power  of  Congress  is 
competent  to  arrest  its  farther  progress.  The 
rights  of  this  unfortunate  people  only  sleep.  They 
never  die,  and  ages  and  ages  may  pass  away,  and 
the  natural  rights  of  posterity  remain  as  perfect 
as  those  of  their  ancestors  when  first  enslaved. 
Can  you  have  deeds  in  your  trunks  to  secure  the 
bonda^  of  the  unborn  ?  It  is  impossible ;  the  na- 
tural rights  of  man  forbid  it ;  when  he  is  held  in 
bondage,  it  is  upon  other  principles,  which  I  have 
explained.  This  will  not  be  the  first  example ;  a 
law  was  passed  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1780,  on  sim- 
ilar principles,  by  which  children  born  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  were  to  be  free  at  the  age  of 
twenty-eighty  the  constitutionality  of  this  law 
never  was  questioned ;  and  they  could  be  set  free 
at  twenty-eight,  for  the  same  reason  they  could  be 
declared  to  be  tree  at  the  moment  of  their  birth ; 
and  I  apa  proud  to  say  that  Pennsylvania  took  the 
lead  in  this  glorious  cause ;  and  her  citizens  have 
remained  faithful  and  ardent  advocates  for  the 
gradual  emancipation  of  the  African  race  from 
.  Ihat  day  to  this. 


I  here  close  my  remarks,  only  obserying  that  I 
consider  the  present  Question  as  one  of  the  highest 
character,  as  it  regards  the  honor  and  future  pros- 
perity of  this  country ;  and  as  its  discussion  coomb 
uirly  within  the  pale  of  the  Constitution,  if  the 
debate  is  carried  on  with  candor  and  decorum, 
I  do  not  see  why  it  should  excite  unpleasant  feel- 
ings. • 


Monday,  February  7. 

Mr.  SiLSBEE  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  in- 
habitants of  Gloucester,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, engaged  in  the  cod  fishery,  stating  that  thgr 
conceive  themselves  to  be  exempted  from  militn 
duty,  agreeably  to  the  terms  of  tne  act  of  the  8tk 
of  May,  1792 ;  but  that,  by  a  mistaken  or  illiberal 
construction  of  said  act  by  the  militia  officers, 
they  are  compelled  to  perform  duty  as  militiamen, 
ana  praying  tnat  Congress  will  more  clearly  define 
who  are  mariners,  according  to  the  intent  ani 
meaning  of  said  act ;  which  petition  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  A&irs. 

The  Speakeb  presented  a  petition  of  William 
Callender,  of  Boston,  stating  that,  after  ^  a  prac- 
tice of  forty  years,  more  or  less,  especially  within 
the  last  seven  years,  he  has  made  such  improre- 
ments  in  the  art  of  gunnery,  as  never  before  en- 
tered into  the  mind  M>any  man,  either  in  Europe 
or  America ;"  that,  by  his  said  invention,  he  can 
cast  an  arrow  from  a  cannon,  at  a  considerable 
distance,  into  the  rigging  of  an  enemy's  vessd,  and 
envelope  her  in  flames;  and  "praying  Congress 
to  flrant  him  all  tfaC  favors  he  may  have  requoted, 
ana  as  many  more  as  he  may  be  thought  entided 
to,  as  a  compensation  for  so  much  time  spent  for 
the  good  of  nis  country." — ^Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Crowell  presented  a  petition  of  sundrf 
merchants^  and  other  inhabitants,  of  the  town  of 
Blakeley,  m  the  State  of  Alabama,  praying  that 
the  said  town  may  be  established  as  a  port  of  en- 
try ai^d  delivery ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill 
for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Carr,  and  others,  together 
with  the  petition  of  said  Carr,  and  others,  madt  a 
detailed  report,  recommending  the  rejection  of  the 
said  bill ;  which  report  and  bill  were  conmiitted 
to  a  Committee  of  tne  Whole  to-morrow. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Meigs,  that  the 
House  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  resolution 
submitted  by  him  on  the  5th  instant,  in  relation  to 
slavery  within  the  United  States.  And  the  ques- 
tion being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  support  of  the  Navy  ot  the 
United  States,  during  the  year  1830 ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  morrow. 

Mr.  Nelson,  of  Virginia,  moved  the  adoptioa 
of  the  following  resolution ;  and  submitted  a  fev 
remarks  on  the  deep  importance  of  the  questioo 
now  under  consideration  in  the  House,  and  the 
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^eat  anxiety  of  the  people  to  know  the  result  of 
Uie  deliberations  on  that  question,  &c.,  to  enforce 
the  propriety  of  acrreeing  to  the  proposition  w)iich 
he  offered,  and  which  was  as  /ollows : 
'  Resolved,  That  the  standing  rales  and  orders  of  the 

\  Bouse  of  Representatives,  directing  the  method  and 
t  order  of  transacting  business,  be  suspended,  and  that, 
until  the  passine  or  rejection  of  the  bill  for  the  admis- 
sion of  Missouri  as  a  State  into  the  Union,  this  House 
will  proceed  to  transact  no  other  business,  but  will 
daily,  as  soon  as  a  quorum  assembles,  enter  upon  the 
consideration  of  that  subject,  and  will  not  suffer  its  de- 
[  liberations  to  be  interrupted  bj  the  examination  of 
anj  other  question  whatever. 

The  question  was  put,  whether  the  House  would 
now  consider  the  resolution,  and  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — ayes  72,  noes  79. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Floto,  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 


the  expediency  of  granting  farther  time  to  James 
Charlton,  jr.,  to  discharge  a  judgment  obtained 
against  him,  in  fayor  of  the  Unit^  States,  in  the 
district  court  of  Virginia,  west  of  the  Alleghany 
mountain^  at  Wythe  courthouse,  and  allowing  him 
such  credits  as  he  may  appear  to  be  entitled  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States,  return- 
ing the  petition  and  documents  of  Joseph  Whea- 
ton,  referred  to  him  by  an  order  of  this  House  of 

^        the  28th  ultimo,  with  directions  to  report  thereon ; 

^        which  report  he  declines  to  make,  for  reasons  stated 
in  the  said  letter.    Laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  they  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
to  wit :  "An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passea 
on  the  20th  day  of  April,  1818,  entitled  <An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  'An  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  ton- 
nage,' passed  the  2d  day  of  March,  1799;"  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon ;"  and  "An 
act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  .Gleorge  Wash- 
inj^on ;"  in  which  bills  they  ask  the  concurrence 
or  thb  House. 

Mr.  Cook  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Resoked,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  salary  of  any  of  the 
judges  of  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States  ought 

'        to  be  increased,  and  if  so,  in  what  districts  such  in- 
crease shall  be  made. 

Mr.  C.  offered  a  few  reinarks  to  show  that  there 

I       was  not  an  equitable  distribution  of  compensation 

I       amongst  the  officers  of  the  Qoyemment ;  that  some 

[       classes  were  rewarded  above  their  merits,  while 

others  received  too  little  for  their  services,  and  that 

the  subject  at  least  demanded  an  investigation,  dbc. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  ajpreeing  to  the 

resolution,  and  lost  by  a  large  majonty. 

i  Mr.  Mercer  submitted  the  following  resolution 

for  consideration : 

JUsohedt  That,  until  the  decision  of  the  question 
now  depending  in  this  House,  relative  to  the  admis- 
sion of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  the  Hous^ 
will  not  adjourn  any  day  before  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon. 

Mr.  Mercer  remarked  that  he  had  been  himself 


in  favor  of  a  later  hour,  but  he  had  proposed  four, 
in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  friends.  He  urged 
the  propriety  of  greater  diligence  in  bringing  the 
discussion  of  the  question  concerning  Missouri  to 
a  close. 

Mr,  Livermore  was  opposed  to  the  resolution 
as  unnecessary.  The  House  was  at  liberty  to  ad- 
journ when  it  pleased,  and  could  sit  as  late  as  it 
pleased,  without  tying  itself  by  a  resolution. 

Mr.  H0LMB8  moved  that  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  resolution  be  postponed  till  six  o'clock 
this  evening ;  but  the  Chair  deciding  that  as  the 
resolution  went  to  affect  the  standing  rule  and  or- 
ders of  the  House,  it  must  lie  on  the  table  one  day 
of  course,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  accordinc^ly.. 

Mr.  PiNnALL  moved  to  change  the  daily  hour  of 
meeting  from  eleven  o'clock  to  ten  in  the  morning ; 
on  which  motion  the  House  divided,  and  negatived 
it  by.  a  large  majority. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  (Mr.  Baluwin  in  the  chair, j|  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Missouri  bill,  the  restrictive  amend- 
ment being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Hemphill,  of  Pennsylvania,  resumed  and 
concluded  the  speech  which  he  commenced  on 
Saturday,  in  favor  of  the  restriction.  His  speech 
is  given  entire  in  the  preceding  pages. 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  addressed  the  Com- 
mittee as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman — If  it  were  not  for  the  peculiar 
situation  in  which  I  shall  be  placed,  in  regard  to 
some  respectable  opinions  prevailing  in  the  State 
from  which  I  have  the  honor  to  come,  by  the  vote 
I  shall  feel  it  my  duty  to  give  upon  the  present 
occasion,  I  shoula  not  trespass  upon  the  time  of  the 
Committee.  If  the  eloquence  and  ability  which 
have  been  already  employed  in  this  debate  hare 
not  produced  any  change  of  opinion,'  I  have  not 
the  presumption  to  suppose  that  it  will  be  in  my 
power  to  vary  the  result ;  but,  if  it  is  not  for  me  to 
disturb  the  opinions  of  others,  I  niay  afford  a  jus- 
tification of  my  own,  and  furnish  to  those  who 
may  hereaAer  feel  any  interest  in  the  course  I  deem 
it  my  duty  to  pursue,  an  exposition  of  the  motives 
by  which  I  am  governed. 

I  concur  with  the  honorable  mover  of  the  amend- 
ment, that  it  presents  an  act  of  no  ordinary  legis- 
lation ;  and  I  am  very  sure  he  cannot  easily  over- 
rate its  importance — an  im^rtance  derived  not 
more  from  tne  intrinsic  magnitude  of  the  auestion, 
in  all  its  rdations,  than  the  excitement  and  tumult 
to  which  it  has  given  rise  in  every  part  of  the  Re- 
public. I  do  not  believe  that  any  subject  has  ever 
arisen  in  this  country,  since  the  formation  of  the 
Government,  which  has  produced  a  more  general 
agitation,  or  in  regard  to  which  greater  pains  have 
been  taken  to  inflame  the  public  mind,  and  control 
the  deliberations  of  the  national  councils.  The 
dazzling  reward  of  popular  favor,  invested  widi 
all  its  tascinations,  has  been  held  up  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  appalling  spectre  of  public  denun- 
ciation, with  all  its  fhghtfulness,  on  the  other. 
The  sincere  and  humane,  actuated,  I  am  sure  by 
the  best  and  purest  motivei ;  the  aspiring  demA- 
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gogue  and  ambitious  politician ;  those  who  wish 
well  to  their  country  j  land  those  who  seek  power 
in  the  troubled  sea  of  popular  commotion ;  have 
promiscuously  united  m  these  public  agitations, 
until  the  press  has  teemed,  and  our  tables  groaned, 
with  a  mass  of  pamphlets  and  memorials  beyond 
example. 

The  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part,  to 
represent,  has  been  the  theatre  of  a  full  share  of 
this  agitation;  and  the  honorable  Legislature  of 
that  respectable  State  has  been  pleased,  recently, 
to  take  up  the  subject,  and  have  unanimously  re- 
solved that,  in  their  opinion,  Congress  have  the 
Constitutional  power,  and  ought  to  impose  this  re- 
striction upon  the  new  States. 

Entertaining  the  respect  I  do  for  the  intelligence 
of  the  people  of  my  own  State,  and  the  character 
of  their  Legislature,  1  cannot  find  my  opinion  in 
opposition  to  theirs  without  the  most  unfeigned  re- 
gret. For,  although  I  do  not  concede  to  the  Le- 
gislature of  a  State  the  right  of  instructing  the 
representatives  of  the  people  in  Congress,  or  of  em- 
ploying its  official  character  to  influeoce  their  con- 
duct, or  to  affect  their  responsibility,  yet,  viewing 
their  acts,  in  this  respect,  as  the  opinions  of  the 
individual  members  meiiely)  I  cannot  regard  them 
with  indifference,  selected,  as  they  undoubtedly 
should  be,  from  their  fellow-citizens,  as  distin- 
guished for  some  portion  both  of  virtue  and  intel- 
ligence. 

I  am  free  to  admit^  that,  in  subjects  of  general 
policy  merely,  the  will  of  the  people,  when  fully 
and  fairly  ascertained,  is  always  entitled  to  great 
weight ;  and,  upon  an  occasion  like  the  present, 
if  I  were  influenced  bv  motives  of  expediency 
only,  I  should  be  much  disposed  to  yield  my  im- 
pressions to  that  will.  But^  in  Constitutional  ques- 
tions, the  representative  is,  or  ought  to  be,  gov- 
erned by  higher  considerations ;  and  he  would  be 
unworthy  of  his  trust  who  could  be  regardless  of 
them.  He  is  sworn  to  support  the  Constitution, 
and  he  takes  his  seat  in  this  House,  to  legislate  for 
the  nation,  under  the  provisions  of  that  instrument. 
His  own  integrity,  and  the  safety  of  our  common 
institutions,  depend  upon  his  strict  personal  ac- 
countabilityr ;  his  own  opinions^  formed  by  the  best 
lights  of  his  own  impartial  judgment,  must  be 
his  ffuide,and  he  cannot  adopt  those  of  otners,  when 
conflicting  with  his  own,  without  a  surrender  of 
his  conscience.  In  such  cases,  popular  feelings 
and  legislative  recommendation  can  have  no  great- 
er influence  than  to  weaken  one's  confidence  in 
,  his  own  impressions,  and  to  dictate  a  re-investiga- 
tion of  the  subject,  to  see  if  conclusions  may  not 
have  been  drawn  from  false  premises,  or  views 
overlooked,  which,  if  they  had  been  adverted  to, 
would  have  led  to  a  diflterent  result.  I  have  al- 
lowed the  recommendation  of  the  Legislature  of 
Delaware  to  have  such  an  effect  in  this  instance. 
I  have  deliberately  reviewed  and  reconsidered  this 
important  subject,  divested,  I  am  sure,  of  any  im- 
proper feelings,  and  prompted  by  every  allurement 
of  popular  favor,  to  reach  a  conclusion  in  con- 
formity with  their  views ;  but,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
^fter  this  re-investigation,  pursued  with  great  labor, 
and  a  full  sense  of  my  responsibility,  that  I  be- 


lieve, in  my  conscience,  that  Congress  does  m 
possess  the  power  to  impose  the  contemplated  ire- 
striction.  In  this  belief*  then,  Mr.  Chainnan,ind 
resting  upon  the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  afid 
my  duty  to  a  power  higher  than  any  legislatuit,! 
must  regret  Ae  difference  of  opinion,  and  bewih 
tented  with  an  upright  discharge  of  mv  paliBc 
trust.  I  will  take  leave  to  say,  sir,  in  the  fangtikge 
of  an  illustrious  man  on  another  occasion,  who  I 
could  desire  to  imitate  in  many  other  respects,  "I 

*  honor  the  people,  and  respect  the  legislature  jlwi 

*  there  are  many  things  in  the  favor  oi  either, whieh 

*  are  objects,  in  my  account,  not  worth  ambitba. 
'  I  wish  popularity,  but  it  is  that  popularity  which 

*  follows,  not  that  which  is  run  after.   It  is  thu 

*  popularity  which,  sooner,  or  later,  never  feiis  to 
'  do  justice  to  the  pursuit  of  noble  ends,  by  noble 

*  means.    I  shall  not,  therefore,  on  this  occaaon, 

*  do  what  my  conscience  tells  me  is  wrong,  to  wort 

*  the  applause  of  thousands  j  nor  shall  1  avoid  doiag 

*  what  I  deem  to  be  right,  to  avert  the  artillery  of 

*  the  press." 

I  shall  not,  in  this  place,  sir,  imitate  the  eiatnpe 
of  other  gentlemen,  by  making  professions  of  my 
love  of  fiberty,  and  abhorrence  of  slarery;  nbt 
because  I  do  not  entertain  them,  but  because  I 
consider  that  the  great  principles  of  neitherare  in- 
volved in  this  amendment.  It  is  a  coloriM,  to  be 
sure,  of  which  the  subject  is  susceptible, and wwa 
has  been  used  in  great  profusion,  but  it  serrcs  mWb 
more  to  inflame  feelings  and  prejudices  unfriendly 
to  a  dispassionate  deliberation,  tnanto  aid  the  free 
exercise  of  an  unbiassed  judgment. 

This  amendment  does  not  propose,  nor  has  it 
for  its  obje<jt,  to  inhibit  the  introduction  of  slaves 
from  parts  beyond  the  United  Statp;in^ch8 
scheme  there  is  no  intelligent  man  in  the  vnm 
who  would  not  cordially  concur.    Neither  ooes 
it  propose  to  promote  the  emancipation  of  the  slatte 
now  in  the  country ;  this  is  admitted  tobeitnpnc- 
ticablej  the  mildness  of  enthusiasm  itself  acsnow- 
ledges  its  incompetency  for  such  an  undertaking. 
The  truth  is,  sir,  that  this  species  of  unhappy  b^ 
ings  are  now  among  us  ;  brought  here,  in  W^2 
events  beyond  our  control,  and,  in  part,  under  tbe 
authority  of  our  own  Constitution ;  and  itbehwve 
us,  by  a  wise  and  prudent  administration  of  ^ 
powers,  to  meliorate  their  condition;  and  accoJfr 
modate  the  evil,  as  far  as  it  may  be  practicaUe,  r 
the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  white  ppiwli*"''^ 
and  the  stability  or  our  institutions.    It  is  not  pff- 
tended,  even  that  the  condition  of  the  tmhaffy 
slave  himself  would  be  improved  by  the  success' 
this  amendment :  on  the  contrary,  it  l"^^.? 
sinuated,  as  boldly  as  the  sentiment  would  Jnst^' 
that  his  confinement  to  a  narrower  compass  niig»' 
lead  to  his  extirpation,  by  the  padoal,  but  sot 

rrocess  of  harder  labor,  and  scarcity  of  subsisteace. 
am  free  to  say,  that  the  condition  of  the  sUt* 
himself  would  be  meliorated  by  his  dispersion 
nor  do  I  attach  the  same  importance,  assomeg«s^ 
tlemen  appear  to  do,  to  the  danger  of  encour^ 
ing  an  illicit  importation  from  abroad  by  pennj^ 
ting  a  market  west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  ^r 
argument  founded  on  the  futility  of  legal  r^^J 
the  worst  possible  species  of  argument  by  whicfi 
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legtdatnre  could  be  influenced.  It  would  prove 
the  inutility  of  eveiy  act  of  legislation,  or  might 
be  used  to  justify  every  species  of  usurpation.  It 
would  equally  demonstrate  the  futility  of  the  pro- 
posed amendment  itself ;  for,  if  gentlemen  cannot 
hope  to  exterminate  the  foreign  slave  trade,  by  all 
the  precautions  legitimately, in  their  power,  found- 
ed in  an  unanimity  of  kgiaktion,  strengthened  by 
the  powerful  force  of  public  sentiment,  and  the 
abominable  nature  of  the  traffic  itself,  what  great- 
er reliance  can  they  place  upon  this  restriction, 
foisted  into  the  Constitution  of  a  free  people  against 
their  consent,,  on  which  account,  alone,  it  would 
be  an  object  of  hatred  and  contempt,  and  the  vi- 
olation be  winked  at  by  a  great  i)ortion  of  the  peo- 
l^e.  if  not  by  their  public  authorities? 

Sir,  this  ainen^ment  does  not  even  propose  to 
^event  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  Missouri 
lor  the  first  time;  it  has  already  taken  root  there; 
we  lonnd  it  there  when  we  acquired  the  territory, 
and  it  has  grown  and  extended  under  the  sanction 
of  our  own  laws ;  but  tbe  whole  force  and  effect 
of  the  amendment  is,  to  take  from  the  people  of 
Missouri  the  right  to  decide,  for  themselves,  whether 
they  will  permit  persons  removing  thither,  from 
other  States  in  which  slavery  is  t(Meratedj  to  take 
their  slaves  with  them.  This  object  would  not  be 
undesirable,  if  it  could  be  accomplished  by  the 
l^itimate  powers  of  Congress ;  but  we  have  no 
riiht  to  do  it  by  an  assumption  of  power  in  our- 
selves, or  by  an  unauthorized  use  or  the  power  of 
othars. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  question  involved  in 
this  amendment  is  neither  more  nor  less  than  this: 
whether  Congress  can  interfere  with  the  people  pf 
Missouri,  in  the  formation  of  their  constitution,  to 
compel  them  to  introduce  into  it  any  provision, 
touching  their  municipal  rights,  against  their  con- 
sent, and  to  give  up  their  right  to  change  it,  what- 
eyer  may  be  their  future  condition,  or  that  of  their 
posterity?  Every  thing  beyond  this  is  merely  the 
imposing  garb  in  which  the  power  comes  recom- 
mended to  us.  It  is  <:ertainlv  true,  that  an  attempt 
to  take  from  this  people  the  right  of  deciding 
whether  they  will  or  will  not  tolerate  slavery 
among  them,  is  less  objectionable  because  of  its 
end,  than  it  would  be  if  it  interfered  with  some 
other  local  relation  or  right  of  property ;  but  the 
power  to  do  this  implies  a  power  of  much  greater 
expansion.  Congress  has  no  greater  power  over 
slavery,  or  the  rights  of  the  owner,  in  any  particu- 
lar State,  than  it  has  over  any  other  local  relation 
or  domestic  right ;  and,  therefore,  a  power  to  in- 
terfere with  one  must  be  derived  from  a  power  to 
interfere  with  all.  Sir,  it  is  manifest,  from  the 
avowal  of  the  honorable  mover,  that  he  contem- 
plates a  wider  scope  of  power,  and  the  attainment 
of  iinportant  ends,  other  than  those  which  lie  upon 
the  surface  of  this  amendment.  The  gentleman 
teemed  not  to  limit  his  view  to  the  municipal  ef- 
fect of  this  power ;  in  his  eye  it  was  to  have  an 
indirect  operation  upon  the  Federal  powers  of  the 
General  Government,  since  his  chief  objection  ap- 
peared to  be  to  the  enumeration  of  slaves  in  the 
ratio  of  Congressional  representation.  Sir,  I  think 
it  will  be  in  my  power  to  show  that  the  gentle- 


man's fears,  on  this  score,  are  groundless;  but  they 
serve  to  prove,  nevertheless,  that  this  is  neither 
wholly  a  question  of  slavery,  nor  a  power  limited 
to  this  single  object,  but  that  it  is  only  one,  select- 
ed from  an  immense  mass  of  power,  authorizing 
Congress  to  control  the  rights  of  a  free  people  in 
the  tormation  of  their  State  constitution ;  and,  in 
this  way,  to  enlarge  the  operation,  if  not  the  na- 
ture, of  the  political  power  of  the  General  €k>v- 
emment. 

Having  thus  attempted  to  place  the  real  ques- 
tion before  the  Committee  upon  what  I  conceive 
to  be  its  true  grounds,  I  beg  leave  to  invite  their 
attention  to  a  closer  examination  of  this  subject. 

Bjr  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  is 
provided  that  "  new  States  may  be  admitted  by  tbe 
Congress  into  this  Union."  This  is  a  power  to 
'*  admit"  a  ^*  State ;"  it  is  no  power  to  form  or 
create  a  State ;  it  presupposes  the  right  to  foTm  a 
State  to  reside  elsewhere ;  and,  as  I  shall  attempt 
to  show  more  particularly  hereafter,  that  right  re- 
sides in  the  people,  and  this  clause  invests  Con- 
gress with  no  power  to  interfere  with  the  exercise 
of  it.  It  is  ako  a  power  to  "  admit"  a  "  State ;"  it 
is  not  to  admit  a  Territory,  or  any  thing  less  than 
a  State ;  and  it  is  a  power  to  "  admit"  a  "  State 
into  this  Union."  The  Union,  as  I  shall  presently 
show,  is  nothing  more  than  a  compact  betweien 
the  States  who  compose  it  and  the  General  Gvov- 
emment  ^  and  if  any  member  of  it  is  admitted  iipon 
the  principles  of  a  chifierent  compact,  or  with  fewer 
or  greater  privileges,  the  Union,  in  that  respect, 
would  be  changed. 

Such  a  limitation  is  no  disparagement  upon  the 
powers  of  Congress,  and  in  ordinary  cases  would 
be  sufficient  for  every  useful  purpose.  The  power 
in  itself  is,  ordinarily,  discretionary,  and,  in  the 
exercise  of  this  discretion,  where  it  existed,  the 
power  would  be  competent  to  attain  all  ends  con- 
sistent with  the  principles  of  a  republican  Govern- 
ment. In  every  case  where  the  discretion  existed, 
the  people  composing  the  State  or  community  ap- 
plying for  admission,  would  form  their  constitution 
according  to  their  own  views  of  their  welfare  and 
happiness,  present  it  for  the  acceptance  of  Con- 
gress, and  solicit  admission ;  the  power  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  Congress,  in  such  a  case,  would  be  to 
"admit"  or  reject;  in  the  exercise  of  this  discre- 
tion, it  would  be  their  dutv  to  consider  the  nature 
of  the  constitution,  its  innuence  upon  the  habits 
and  character  of  the  people  who  were  to  be  gov- 
erned by  it,  and,  also,  its  conformity  with  the  spirit 
and  principles  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  the  effect  oi  a  new  State  upon  the  in- 
terests and  conditions  of  the  Union  generally.  If, 
after  this  deliberation.  Congress  should  be  willing 
to  exercise  tiieir  power  to  "  admit,"  they  would  of 
course  do  so^  but  they  would  admit  a  "  State"  gov- 
erned by  a  constitution  formed  by  the  people,  for 
their  own  government,  in  whom  alone  the  power 
to  form  it  resides;  and  the  State  so  admitted, 
would  take  her  station  with  the  others  composing 
the  Union,  and  then,  and  not  sooner,  the  powers 
of  the  General  Government  would  operate  vpon 
her  in  common  with  all  the  others.  If,  on  the 
other  hand,  Congress  should  refuse  to  ^^  admit," 
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the  people  would  remain  in  their  former  condition ; 
if  it  were  a  State  independent  of  the  Union,  it 
would  continue  in  its  government ;  if  a  Territory, 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  it  would  reraam 
under  a  Territorial  form  of  government  until,  by 
a  remodification  of  their  constitution,  or  the  views 
of  different  councils,  they  could  obtain  the  assent 
of  Congress  to  their  admission  into  the  Union. 
But  I  contend  that,  in  such  case,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  of  sucn 
people  at  the  time  of  their  admission  into  the  Union, 
they  would  have  the  right  under  the  principles  of 
our  Government  to  change  it,  if  their  happiness 
and  the  condition  of  their  internal  affairs  should  at 
any  time  render  it  necessan'. 

If  in  this  instance,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  ordinary 
discretion  of  Congress  existed,  I  should  be  disposed 
to  exercise  it,  and  refuse  to  admit  the  State,  until 
the  constitution  was  formed  according  to  my  views 
of  the  great  interests  of  this  Union ;  thougli  I  am 
free  to  admit,  that  much  is  due  to  the  principles 
of  our  republican  policy  for  extending  the  bless- 
ings of  self-government  to  all  its  people,  as  soon 
as  their  numbers  will  admit  of  it,  and  of  holding 
as  few  of  our  people  as  possible  in  a  state  of  colo- 
nial dependence.  But,  sir,  I  contend  that,  in  re- 
gard to  the  people  of  Missouri,  our  discretion  has 
been  surrendered  by  the  legitimate  authority  of  the 
Government,  and  by  Congress  itself,  and  that  we 
are  not  now  free  to  exercise  it. 

The  people  of  Missouri  come  here  with  the  Treaty 
of  1803  in  their  hands;  they  demand  admission 
into  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  right — they  do  not 
solicit  it  as  a  favor.  If  their  constitution  is  repub- 
lican, and  consistent  with  the  provisions  of  that 
under  which  we  are  acting,  we  have  no  alternative, 
unless  it  is  to  refuse  to  execute  our  own  contract — 
to  violate  the  plighted  faith  of  the  nation.  No  one 
will  undertake,  at  this  day,  to  deny  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  had  the  right  to  ac(juire  the  Territory 
of  Louisiana.  They  nad  the  right  also  to  acquire 
it  by  contract ;  the  right  of  acquiring  includes  the 
right  of  governing  it ;  and,  in  contracting  for  its 
acquisition,  it  is  competent  to  stipulate  the  terms 
and  the  principles  by  which  the  right  of  governing 
it  should  be  exercised.  If  the  United  States  were 
competent  to  make  the  treaty,  the  treaty  was  com- 
petent to  take  away  the  discretion  of  Congress, 
for  it  is  declared  to  oe  the  "  supreme  law  oi  the 
land." 

It  must  also  be  conceded  that  the  power  to  ad- 
mit new  States,  is  one  of  the  powers  of  the  Gene- 
ral Government,  and  I  shall  not  deny  that,  in  its 
ordinary  exercise,  it  belongs  to  Congress^  but  being 
a  power  in  the  General  Government,  given  up  by 
the  States,  its  exercise  may  be  regulated  and  con- 
trolled by  the  treaty-making  power ;  which  is  the 
extraordinary  and  supreme  power  of  the  same  Gov- 
ernment. The  powers  of  the  Gfeneral  Government 
are  executive,  legislative,  and  judicial ;  and  are, 
ordinarily,  exercised  by  the  respective  departments 
on  which  they  naturally  devolve ;  they  may  or 
may  not  be  exerted,  as  circumstances  make  it  proper. 
But  the  treaty -making  power  is  the  extraordinary 
power  which  may  stipulate  with  regard  to  the  ex- 
^cise  of  any  of  them,  and  its  stipulations  are  bind- 


ing because  they  render  the  exercise  of  the  power 
necessary.  No  treaty  can  be  unconstitutional 
which  stipulates  for  the  performance  of  any  mat- 
ter which  it  is  within  the  power  of  the  G^eneral 
Government  to  perform ;  a  distinction  to  which 
the  honorable  gentlemen  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Hemphill)  did  not  advert,  when  he  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  elude  the  obligations  of  the  Treaty  of 
1 803,  by  pronouncing  i t  unconstitutional.  A  treaty 
is  only  unconstitutional,  when  it  stipulates  for  the 
exercise  of  powers,  or  the  surrender  oi  rights,  which 
never  have  been  given  to  the  General  Croremmait, 
but  belong  to  the  States  and  the  people.  This  is 
the  exposition  which  has  ever  been  given  to  the 
treaty-making  power,  since  the  famous  Britidi 
treaty.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a  treaty 
that  did  not  contain  some  stipulations  in  re^^ard  to 
the  powers  either  of  the  executive  or  legislative 
departments  of  the  Government.  The  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  with  foreign  nations,  to  apfpro- 
priate  money,  and  to  raise  armies,  belong  to  Con- 
gress. But  the  treaty-making  power  may  make 
stipulations  in  regard  to  either,and  for  the  exercise 
of  either,  and  the  Congress  and  the  nation  would 
be  bound  by  them.  The  interference  of  Congress 
might,  in  some  instances,  be  necessary  to  cbttj  the 
stipulations  into  effect ;  and  it  would  oe  thcar  doty 
in  good  faith  to  yield  it.  If  they  reftised,  the  na- 
tional faith  would  be  violated,  but  the  treaty  would 
not  be  void.  In  the  very  instance  of  the  Loubiana 
treaty,  it  was  slipulatea,  among  other  things,  to 
pay  $15,000,000  as  the  price  of  the  cession.  This 
amounted  to  a  stipulation  that  Congress  should 
appropriate  that  sum  of  money.  Congress  cannot 
have,  and  ought  not  to  have,  a  more  unlimited  dis- 
cretion, in  the  exercise  of  any  power,  than  in  that 
of  appropriating  money  ;  yet  the  treaty  stipoiated, 
that  they  should  exercise  the  power,  and  the  Cott- 
gress  did  exercise  it;  could  not  the  treaty  then 
stipulate  that  they  should  admit  a  State  into  the 
Union,  and  if  it  do  so,  are  not  Congress  eqoallj 
bound  to  execute  it  ?  Shall  it  be  said,  that  thdr 
discretion  is  gone  in  the  one  case,  but  exists  in  the 
other  ?  Then,  sir,  has  the  Treaty  of  1803  stipu- 
lated that  Congress  shall  exercise  their  power  to 
admit  this  State,  and  haye  Congress  sanctfoned 
the  stipulation  ? 

The  third  article  contains  this  provision :  ''The 
'  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incor- 

*  porated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and 
^  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 

*  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  io  the  cnjoy- 
*•  ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immnai- 
^  ties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and  in  ttic 
^  meantime  shall  be  maintained  and  prqtected  in 
^  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
'  the  religion  which  they  profess." 

It  must  be  conceded  that  this  article  was  designed 
to  have  some  meaning,  and  to  secure  to  the  inhab- 
itants some  rights  and  advantages  to  which  they 
could  have  no  claim  without  it.  It  will  not  do, 
in  the  interpretation  of  an  important  instrument 
of  this  description,  to  say  that  the  only  article 
which  applies  to  the  inhalntanti  whose  rights 
would  be  affected  by  the  transfer,  is  a  mere  matter 
of  form,  without  substance  or  design.    Its  own 
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langua^  clearly  imports  its  intention,  to  confer 
'  *'  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,"  of  a  politi- 
cal character,  and  such  as  they  could  not  have 
claimed  as  a  matter  of  right  without  this  stipula- 
tion. What  would  have  heen  the  condition  of 
these  inhabitants  in  relation  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States,  if  the  treaty  had  not  contained 
this  provision?  Sir,  t^e  power  of  the  General 
Government  over  them  and  the  territory,  would 
have  been  supreme ;  it  could  have  kept  them  in  a 
state  of  perpetual  colonial  dependence;  placed 
over  them  any  form  of  sovernment  whatever, 
and,  if  it  pleased,  have  sold  them  again  to  any 
foreign  Power.  It  would  have  been  completely 
discretionary  to  have  "incorporated"  them  into 
the  Union  or  not,  as  it  pleased,  and  to  ^ive  them 
such  rights  as  it  thought  proper,  and  when  it  pleased. 
JNow  these  are  the  very  powers  this  treaty  meant 
to  tie  up  >  and  when  we  consider  the  objections 
-which  the  language  and  foreign  habits  of  these 
inhabitants  might  nave  interposed  to  their  incor- 
poration into  the  Union,  and  that  the  United  States 
were  bargamin£[  more  for  the  free  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi  river  than  an  accession  of  territory 
or  population,  it  became  an  imperious  duty  on 
the  French  Government  to  stipulate,  that  it  the 
United  States  obtained  their  object,  they  should  be 
compelled  to  extend  the  rights  and  advantages  of 
free  government  to  the  inlmbitants. 

They  are  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  of 
the  United  States,  and  arc  to  be  admitted  as  soon 
a9  possible  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  &c»^  and  "  in  the  meantinu 
they  are  to  be  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  property."  This  latter  clause  shows  that 
their  mcorporation  into  the  Union  meant  more 
than  a  Territorial  form  of  government ;  they  were 
to  be  under  such  a  government  until  they  could 
be  incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  during  that 
time  their  property  was  not  to  he  disturbed.  It 
was  only  under  that  form  of  government  that  the 
United  States  could  interfere  with  these  rights. 
Their  power  would  cease  when  it  became  possible 
to  incorporate  them  into  the  Union,  and  admit 
them  to  the  ei^oyment  of  all  the  "rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  j"  in  virtue  of  which,  they  would  themselves 
be  authorized  to  regulate  their  own  property. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman^  the  people  of  Missouri 
cannot  be  incorporated  into  the  Union  but  as  the 
people  of  a  "  State,"  exercising  State  government. 
It  is  a  Union  of  States,  not  of  people,  much  le:$s 
of  Territories.  A  Territorial  government  can  form 
no  integral  part  of  a  union  of  State  governments ; 
neither  can  the  people  of  a  Territory  enjoy  any 
federal  rights,  until  tney  have  formed  a  State  gov- 
ernment, and  obtained  admission  into  the  Umon. 
The  most  important  of  the  federal  advantages  and 
immunities  consist  in  the  ri^ht  of  being  repre- 
sented in  Congress — as  well  in  the  Senate  as  in 
this  House — the  right  of  participating  in  the  coun- 
cils by  which  they  are  govern^.  These  are  em- 
phatically the  "rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
ties, of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  The  inhab- 
itant of  a  Territory  merely  has  no  such  rights-- 
he  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  United  States.    He  is  in 


a  state  of  disability,  as  it  respects  his  political  or 
civil  rights.  Can  it  be  called  a  "  right"  to  acauire 
and  bold  proi)erty,  and  have  no  voice  bv  which 
its  disposition  is  to  be  regulated  ?  Can  it  oe  called 
an  advantage  or  immunity  of  a  citizen  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  be  subjected  to  a  Government  in 
whose  deliberations  he  has  no  share  or  agency, 
beyond  the  mere  arbitrary  pleasure  of  the  govern- 
or— to  be  ruled  by  a  power  irresponsible  (to  him, 
at  least)  for  its  conduct  ?  Sir,  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  which  are  their  proudest  boast,  are 
the  rights  of  self-governments-first,  in  their  State 
constitutions;  and  secondly,  in  the  Government 
of  the  Union,  in  which  they  have  an  equal  parti- 
cipation. 

It  is  said,  however,  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphilx^)  that  they 
are  to  be  admitted  accprding  to  the>  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  that  as  by  those 
principles  it  is  discretionary  in  Congress  to  admit 
or  not,  we  are  at  liberty  to  act  or  not.  Surely,  sir, 
this  argument  resembles  too  nearly  a  play  upon 
words  to  be  received  by  a  grave  legislative  body, 
professing  to  execute  in  good  faith  the  spirit  of  a 
treaty.  Such  a  construction  would  render  the 
treaty  a  mere  nullity.  It  is  plainly  to  say  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  that,  though  we  cannot  denv 
that  the  treaty  has  stipulated  that  you  shall  be  aa- 
mitted,  yet  that  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  execu- 
ting the  contract  or  not,  as  we  please.  There  is, 
first,  a  definite  and  distinct  stipulation  "  that  the 
inhabitants  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of 
the  United  States ;"  and  then  follows  the  subse- 

Suent  clause  of  the  article,  clearly  explanatory  of, 
ae  nature  of  the  "  incorporation,"  to  wit :  "  and  ad- 
^  mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  prin- 
^  ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjojr- 
<  ment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
'  ties  of  citizens  of  the  United  States."  In  this  is 
included  as  positive  an  engagement  that  Congress 
shall  exercise  their  power  to  admit  these  inhabitr 
ants  into  the  Union,  as  there  is  in  the  other  articles 
of  the  treaty,  that  Conf^ress  shall  pass  the  necessary 
laws  for  carrying  their  respective  povisions  into 
effect.  The  words  "  accoroing  to  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution"  obviously  apply  to  ^e 
extent  of  the  population,  or  the  obligations  mcurred 
in  virtue  of  the  admission.  This  is  most  manifest 
from  the  provision  that  they  shall  be  adniitted  "  as 
soon  as  possible,"  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
Federal  Constitution.  If  it  had  been  designed  to 
leave  the  matter  discretionary,  it  would  have  betin 
useless  to  provide  for  their  admission  "as  soon 
as  passible,"  If  the  provision  had  been  that  they 
should  be  admitted  as  soon  as  their  numbers  shall 
amount  to  forty  thousand,  there  would  have  been 
no  doubt.  The  actual  provision  is  not  less  explicit. 
It  makes  it  obligatory  upon  Congress  to  admit 
them  as  soon  as  they  have  the  power  to  admit 
them  under  the  Constitution.  They  have  this 
power  as  soon  as  the  population  is  sumciently  nu- 
merous, according  to  the  established  ratio  ot  rep- 
resentation, to  entitle  the  State  to  one  Represent- 
ative. 

Sir,  this  clause  is  entirely  in  favor  of  the  rights 
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of  the  inhabitants,  and  restrictive  of  the  powers 
of  Congress.  Its  object  was  not  merely  to  secure 
their  incorporation  in  the  Union,  which  mi^ht 
have  been  liable  to  some  embarrassment,  but  also 
to  secure  to  them  that  incorporation,  and  the  free 
enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Su<^h,  sir,  I  insist,  is  the  true  exposition  of  this 
treaty,  a  treaty  adopted  by  Congress,  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  such  exposition,  which  has  been 
uniformly  given  to  it  by  every  act  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  its  ratification.  As  I  deem  the  true 
import  of  the  treaty  of  much  importance  in  this 
ar^ment,  I  must  bej^  your  permission  to  refer, 
with  some  particularity,  to  the  acts  of  the  Gbv- 
emment  in  this  respect. 

One  principal  point  of  difference  between  the 
two  great  parties,  bv  which  the  people  of  this 
coun^  were  originally  divided,  was  in  regard  to 
the  forcfe  and  enect  ot  the  treaty-making  power. 
Mr.  Jefferson,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Admin- 
istration when  the  treaty  of  1803  was  concluded; 
entertaining  the  oj^inion  that  it  was  not  binding 
upon  Congjress  until  it  received  their  approbation, 
submitted  it  to  them,  and  recommended  the  rass- 
ineof  the  necessary  laws  to  carry  it  into  enect. 
The  party  at  that  day  opposed  to  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration  pronounced  the  treaty  unconstitu- 
tional, because  it  stipulated  to  admit  States  into 
the  Union,  carved  out  of  a  territory  which  formed 
no  part  of  the  old  Thirteen  States.  They  did  not 
deny  the  force  of  a  treaty  containing  engagements 
in  regard  to  the  powers  of  Congress,  but  said  that 
no  department  of  the  General  Government  had 
power  to  make  new  States  out  of  new  territory. 
The  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  which  I  have 
been  speaking  was  the  objectionable  clause,  and 
both  parties  concurred  in  ascribing  to  it  the  same 
construction  for  which  I  now  contend.  On  that 
occasion,  Mr.  Griswold,  of  Connecticut,  and  one 
of  the  ablest  and  mast  distinguished  statesmen  of 
whom  this  country  can  boast,  when  speaking  of 
the  just  interpretation  of  this  third  article,  said: 
"  It  IS  perhaps  somewhat  difficult  to  ascertain  the 

*  precise  effect  which  it  was  intended  to  give  the 

*  words  which  have  been  used  in  this  stipulation. 

*  It  is  however  clear,  that  it  was  intended  to  incor- 

*  porate  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  into 

*  the  Union,  by  the  treaty  itself,  or  to  pledge  the 

*  faith  of  the  nation  that  such  an  incorporation 

*  should  take  place  within  a  reasonable  time." 
The  honorable  Mr.  Tracy,  of  the  Senate,  upon 
the  same  occasion,  and  in  reference  to  the  same 
article,  also  expressed  himself  in  the  following 
terms:  "The  obvious  meaning  of  this  article  is, 

*  that  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  are  incorpo- 

*  rated  by  it  into  the  Union  upon  the  same  footing 

*  that  the  territorial  governments  are,  and  the  ter- 

*  ritory,  when  the  population  is  sufficiently  nu- 

*  merous,  must  be  admitted  as  a  State,  with  every 

*  right  of  any  other  State.*'  Mr.  Pickering  went 
even  further,  and  said :  "  If  in  respect  to  the  Lou- 
I  isiana  treaty,  the  United  States  foil  to  execute, 
^  and  within  a  reasonable  time,  the  engagement 

in  the  third  article  to  incorporate  the  territory  in 


*  the  Union,  the  French  Government  will  haTei 
'  right  to  declare  the  whole  treaty  void."  TOi 
construction  was  acquiesced  in  by  the  opposite 
side,  who  cbntended  that  the  power  to  adimt  net 
States  was  not  confined  to  the  old  territory,  and, 
that  as  the  treaty  was  now  snbmitted  for  the  ap- 
probation of  Congress,  they  had  only  to  detenniie 
whether  it  was  expdiient  to  adopt  it  with  this  pro' 
vision.  After  the  utmost  deHberation,  and  with  t 
full  understanding  of  the  clear  import  of  tin 
third  article,  Congress  determined  to  adopt  tbe 
treaty.  They  accepted  the  territory,  and  paari 
the  necessary  laws  for  carrying  it  into  full  efirt. 
They  made  it  their  own  act.  They  subseqaarth 
divided  it  into  two  territorial  governments,  tod 
made  no  attempt  to  prevent  the  existence  of 
slavery  in  either;  they  sold  the  land,  and  iorited 
emigrants  to  go  thither  from  other  parts  of  tbe 
United  States,  and  buytind  settle,  but  did  not  prD- 
hibit  them  from  carrying  their  slaves  with  thoD. 
They  sold  the  land  and  put  the  money  in  thepaV 
lie  treasury.  As  soon  as  the  population  of  ibit 
part  of  the  territory  called,  under  the  dimoa, 
Louisiana^  became  sufficiently  numerous,  Coo|iai 
admitted  tt  into  the  Union  ais  a  State  upon  the 
same  footing  with  the  original  States;  noatttnipt 
was  made  to  insist  upon  a  restriction  simfcfc 
the  present^  or  to  impose  any  other  cocdidot 
agaiiist  their  consent  which  in  anynw'jwsf 
fee  ted  the  rights  of  th^  people  in  thccxefciserf 
their  sovereign  power.  The  provisions  to  vhicli 
Congress  required ,  the  people  of  Louisiaitt  tba 
to  suomit,  will  be  found,  with  one  exceptioo,  to  be 
such  as  were  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  dik 
United  States,  and  to  which  they  would  haw 
been  subjected,4hough  they  had  not  put  them  m» 
their  constitution.  Their  enumeration  in  the  law 
was  wholly  a  matter  of  caution.  On  that  (x» 
sion,  also,  the  people  voluntarily  assented  to  w 
terms,  and  the  ri^ht  of  Congress  to  in^coiMft- 
tions  against  their  will  never  was  asserted  .^^ 
was  particulariy  so  in  that  part  of  thek^^nwh 
stipulated  that  the  land^  sold  by  the  United  otattt 
should  not  be  taxed  for  fire  years.  It  is,  howerer. 
to  be  remarked,  that  this  was  not  a  destroctwnd 
the  power  in  the  people  to  tax  the  land;  itwwtt 
agreement  merely  between  the  parties  to  swpflw 
it  for  a  term  of  years;  but  the  restriction  JJ* 
attempted  to  be  imposed  upon  the  people  of  h^ 
souri  is  a  complete  annihilation  of  tncir  powo 
and  right  forever.  In  the  case  of  Louisiana  n 
was  no  part  of  their  constitution ;  it  was  «  "** 
agreement  by  separate  (Jontract  not  to  usea  po^ 
admitted  to  be  in  them  for  a  limited  time.  In  "^ 
case  of  Mbsouri  it  is  an  attempt  to  na'^?*^ 
stitution  extinguishing  a  power,  and  making  thu 
constitution  irrevocable. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  having  tM» 
given  a  contemporaneous  interpretation  to  tlj» 
treaty,  and  their  own  oWigations,  have,  by  tbe 
most  unequivocal  and  positive  acts,  «dcow«P 
the  emigration  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States 
from  the  other  States,  who  have  gone  thither  JJ 
the  expectation,  and  under  the  engagement jj 
Congress,  that  the  territory  should  be  incorportJJ 
into  the  Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  <^ 
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original  States,  as  soon  as  the  population  would 

J'ustify  it,  and  they  stand,  therefore,  upon  the  same 
boting,  and  are  entitled  to  the  same  rights,  which 
belong  to  the  inhabitants  residing  uiere  at  the 
time  of  the  cession. 

It  appears  to  me,  therefore,  Mr.  Chairman,  to 
be  established  past  controversy,  that  Congress  are 
bound  to  admit  the.  Missouri  Territory  into  the 
Union ;  and  that  we  h^re  no  discretion  to  admit 
or  reject  it  If  we  have  no  such  discretion,  how 
is  it  possible  that  we  ean  require  from  the  people  any 
terms  which  are  founded  on  this  discretion  Y  We 
can  only  enforce  our  terms  by  declining  to  admit 
the  State,  unless  they  are  assented  to;  but,  we 
hare  no  power  to  refuse  to  admit,  and  therefore 
-we  have  as  little  power  to  prescribe  the  terms  of 
admission. 

I  am  willing  to  admit,  however,  sir,  that  if  there 
be  any  thins  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which  will  authorize  Congress  to  impose 
this  restriction  upon  the  people  of  Missouri,  inde- 
pendent of  our  power  to  reject  the  State,  the  treaty 
will  not  prevent  its  exercise.  These  people,  thougn 
they  have  a  right  to  be  incorporated  into  the  Union 
as  a  State,  as  the  people  of  a  State,  they  are  to  be 
entitled  to  no  greater  privileges,  or  Lial^Ie  to  greater 
ol:|ligations,  than  the  people  of  any  other  State, 
under  thie  Federal  Constitution. 
'  What,  then,  are  the  principles  of  the  Federal 
Constitution,  and  the  powers  conferred  upon  Con- 
gress in  this  respect  ? 

The  fundamental  principle  of  this  and  of  every 
re{)ublican  Government  is.tnat  the  sovereign  power 
resides,  and  is  inherent  m  the  people,  and  not  in 
the  Government.  The  sovereiapi  power  is  the 
right  of  the  people  to  unite  together  for  objects  of 
their  mutual  safety  and  advantage,  and  to  estab- 
lish a  public  authority  to  order  and  direct  what  is 
to  be  (Tone  by  each  in  relation  to  the  end  of  the 
association.  Upon  the  principles  of  our  Govern- 
ment, all  the  sovereignty  is  in  the  people— they  are 
the  fountain  whence  it  all  flows,  and  the  General 
Government  has  no  other  power  than  what  the  peo- 
ple have  delegated  to  it  for  Federal  purposes.  Tnese 
are  the  rights  asserted  m  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence; thev  are  those  for  which  our  fathers 
contended  with  Great  Britain,  and,  wherever  man 
b  found,  he  is  found  in  the  possession  of  them*  In 
the  establishment  of  the  public  authority,  a  greater 
or  less  portion  of  power  may  be  delegated  ^y  the 
people  Dv  voluntary  engagements ;  but,  whatever 
may  be  tne  powCT  delegatM^,  the  sovereignty  is  not 
impaired,  since  it  was  l>y  their  will,  and  may  be 
recalled  or  modified  by  the  same  wiU  when  the 
ends  and  obj^ts  of  their  association  require  it ;  all 
Governments  are  instituted  for  the  protection  of 
this  rig:ht  in  the  people.  Before  the  formation  of 
the  Union,  the  people  of  each  State  were  sovereign 
and  independent ;  they  had  exercised  their  sover- 
eignty in  the  formation  of  State  constitutions  and 
governments ;  they  not  only  retained  all  power  not 

given  to  these  governments  by  their  constitutions, 
ut  they  possessed  the  ri^ht  and  power  of  altering 
and  changing  their  constitutions  at  will.  In  virtue 
of  this  sovereign  power,  the  people  of  the  old  States 
consented  to  form  a  compact  of  union,  for  their 


mutual  safety  and  equality  of  rights,  and  they  con- 
sented to  ve^t,  in  the  Grovemment  of  the  Union, 
certain  powers,  the  better  to  guaranty  to  the  people 
the  enjoyment  of  the  remainder.  The  powers  of 
the  Greneral  Government  are  therefere  limited,  and 
all  the  power  not  delegated  remains  with  the 
States,  as  far  as  their  constitutions  give  it,  and 
with  tne  people.  In  all  other  respects  the  States 
and  the  people  are  as  completely  sovereign  as  they 
were  before  the  Union.  It  will  not  be  pretended 
that  the  people  have  ever  surrendered  their  right 
to  alter  and  change  their  State  constitutions,  and 
to  make  any  provision  not  inconsistent  witn  the 
Constitution  otthe  United  States.  It  follows,  then, 
from  these  principles,  that  a  State  is  a  body  of 
men  united  together  for  their  common  interest; 
the  term  imports  sovereicrnty,  and,  in  our  Union, 
it  imports  that  portion  of  sovereignty  which  has 
not  been  eiven  to  the  Creneral  Government,  and 
which  resides  with  the  people.  When  we  speak, 
therefore,  of  admitting  a  State  into  the  Union,  w^ 
can  mean  nothing  more  than  the  admission  of  a 
community  of  people  in  whom  the  sovereign 
power  resides;  into  another  community  of  States, 
by  which  they  voluntarily  agree  to  refrain  from 
the  exercise  of  a  certain  portion  of  their  power, 
whenever  it  is  incompatible  with  the  powers  of 
the  Union ;  in  every  otner  respect  their  power  re- 
mains as  it  did  before  their  admission.  The  ad- 
mission of  a  State  cannot  enlarge  the  powers  of  a 
Union^  though  it  may  limit  the  exercise  of  the 
sovereignty  in  the  State.  The  powers  exerted  by 
the  General  Government  are  in  virtue  of  the  au- 
thority vested  in  it  by  the  Constitution ;  while  the 
powers  exerted  by  tne  State  governments  are  in 
virtue  of  the  sovereign  pOwer  m  the  people.  The 
interference  of  Congress  can  neither  change  the 
original  compact  of  the  Union,  nor  abridge  the 
riffhts  of  the  people.  The  moment  a  new  State  is 
admitted,  the  people  advance  to  the  enjoyment  of 
the  federal  rignts,  and  the  Greneral  Government  to 
the  exercise  of  the  federal  powers,  not  in  conse- 
quence of  any  new  compact,  but  in  virtue  of  the 
old  compact  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  to  which  the  people  of  the  new  State  vol- 
untarily submit  and  become  parties  when  they  are 
admitted  into  the  Union.  The  Creneral  Govom- 
ment  cannot  alter  this  Constitution;  they  can  only 
exercise  the  powers  conferred  by  it.  They  can- 
not, therefore,  deprive  the  people  of  a  new  State 
of  any  federal  ri^t.  which,  m  relation  to  them, 
does  not  exist  until  their  admission  into  the  Union : 
the  federal  rights  of  the  people,  and  the  powers  of 
Congress,  spring  into  existence  together.  The 
powers  of  Congress  are  wholly  independent  of  the 
nature  or  provisions  of  the  State  constitution, 
whatever  that  provision  may  be;  they  have  an 
uncontrolled  sway  within  their  federal  sphere; 
and,  therefore,  no  new  compact  can  be  necessary 
to  their  operation.  If,  then.  Congress  can  exer- 
cise no  fooeral  power  until  the  State  is  admitted, 
and  if  upon  that  admission  they  can  neither  abridge 
nor  augment  the  federal  rights,  by  what  authority 
can  they  interfere  with  municipal  rights  whicn 
form  no  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  but  reside  in  the  people?    It  cannot  be 
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reasonably  contended  that  the  General  Govern- 
ment can  form  a  State  constitution — if  they  can- 
not form  it  in  the  whole,  they  cannot  form  it  in 
part.  How  can  they  make  a  constitution  for  the 
State  when  they  could  not  make  their  own,  and 
cannot  alter  it  now  that  it  has  been  made  by  the 
people  and  States?  If  the  General  Government 
can  confer  no  municipal  rights,  it  is  because  they 
neither  possess  any  nor  have  the  power  to  control 
them;  and,  if  they  cannot  enlarge,  it  is  impossible 
they  can  abridge  them. 

The  powers  of  the  General  Government  are 
purely  federal ;  they  are  neither  national  nor  mu- 
nicipal; the  rights  of  the  people,  in  their  State 
governments,  are  both  national  and  municipal. 
The  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Government  ex- 
tends to  the  connexions,  intercourse,  and  com- 
merce of  the  Republic  with  foreign  States  and 
nations,  and  with  each  other  as  sovereign,  inde- 
pendent States.  But  the  administration  of  all 
their  local  concerns;  the  regulation  of  their  do- 
mestic relations;  the  rights  of  property,  together 
with  the  whole  routine  of  municipal  regulations, 
belong  to  the  States  and  the  people.  Judge 
Tucker,  in  his  commentary  upon  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  adopts  this  as  the  grand 
boundarv,  as  marking  the  limits  between  the  Fed- 
eral ana  State  jurisdictions:  to  the  former  he 
allots  "jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  under  the 

*  political  laws  of  the  Confederacy,  or  such  as  re- 

*  late  to  its  general  concerns  with  foreign  nations, 

*  or  to  the  several  States,  as  members  of  the  Con- 

*  federacy;  and  to  the  latter,  the  cognizance  of  all 

*  matters  of  a  civil  nature,  or  such  as  properly  bc- 

*  long  to  the  head  of  municipal  law,  except  in  one 

*  or  two  instances  which,  being  in  derogation  of 

*  the  municipal  jurisdiction  of  the  several  States, 

*  ought  to  be  strictly  construed." — 1  vol.  Tuck. 
Black,  178. 

The  only  instances  which  now  occur  to  me,  in 
which  the  General  Government  possess  any  mu- 
nicipal power,  are  those  to  pass  laws  of  bantrupt- 
cy  and  naturalization,  and  the  right  of  securing 
to  authors  and  inventors  the  use  of  their  produc- 
tions. In  all  other  cases  in  which  the  exercise  of 
the  municipal  powers  of  a  State  are  abridged,  it 
is  by  restricting  their  operation,  both  by  the  State 
and  the  General  Government,  as  incompatible 
with  some  other  power  vested  in  the  Union.  I 
never  before  heard  it  contended,  that  the  Greneral 
Government  could,  in  any  manner,  interfere  with 
the  local  afiairs  of  a  State,  or  the  rights  of  prop- 
erty of  the  people.  Their  power  to  do  so  is  de- 
nied by  every  commentator  who  has  undertaken 
to  expound  the  Constitution.  In  the  2d  volume 
of  the  Federalist,  p.  82,  it  is  said : 

**  The  powers  delegated  by  the  proposed  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Federal  Government,  are  few  and  defined. 
Those  which  are  to  remain  to  the  State  govcrnmonta, 
are  nomeroas  and  indefinite.  The  former  will  be  ex- 
ercised principally  on  external  objects ;  as  war,  peace, 
negotiation,  and  foreign  commerce ;  with  which  last 
the  power  of  taxation  will,  for  the  most  part,  be  con- 
nected. The  powers  reserved  to.  the  several  States 
will  extend  to  all  the  objects  which,  in  the  ordinary 
course  of  affairs,  concern  the  lives,  liberties,  and  prop- 


erties of  the  people,  and  the  internal  order,  improve- 
ment, and  prosperity  of  the  State.'* 

Judge  Tucker,  also,  in  another  part  of  his  com- 
mentary on  that  clause  of  the  Constitution  re- 
serving to  the  States  and  the  people  all  power  not 
delegated,  says ; 

**  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  possew  no 
power  to  regulate  or  interfere  with  the  domestic  oobp 
cerns  or  police  of  any  State ;  it  belongs  not  to  them 
to  establish  any  rules  respecting  the  rights  of  proper- 
ty."—TucA.  Black.,  p.  316. 

If,  then.  Congress  possess  no  municipal  powers, 
no  power  to  interfere  in  the  local  concerns  of  a 
State,  or  to  establish  rules  respecting  the  rights  of 
property,  by  what  mode  of  reasoning  can  they  ac- 
quire any  such  power  against  the  consent  of  those 
from  whom  it  is  to  be  wrested,  or  in  any  manner 
interfere  with  its  exercise  by  the  legitimate  au- 
thority ?  If  Missouri  were  admitted  as  a  State,  no 
such  power  could  be  exercised  by  the  General 
Government ;  they  are  then  attempting  to  force 
the  people  of  a  State  to  give  them  a  power  which 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  denies  to 
them! 

If,  then,  Congress  can  exercise  no  municinai 
power,  the  right  to  do  so  resides  with  the  people; 
and,  when  they  come  to  form  a  constitution,  tney« 
exert  it  in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  their 
happiness.  Congress  can  do  no  more  than  au- 
thorize the  people  to  exert  the  power  which  is  thus 
inherent  in  them.  There  is  a  manifest  distinctiim 
between  the  existence  of  a  right,  and  the  exercise 
of  that  right.  The  right  may  remain  dormant  for 
any  length  of  time,  and  so  it  does  with  the  people 
of  the  Territory,  until  the  permission  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  given  ;  then  it  is  the  right  he- 
comes  active ;  but  it  is  still  the  right  of  the  people, 
and  not  of  Congress.  It  is  the  sovereign  power, 
which  consists  in  the  right  to  establish  a  public 
authority  to  order  and  direct  the  local  affairs  in 
relation  to  the  end  of  the  association.  This  au- 
thority includes  their  executive,  legislative,  and 
judiciary  departments;  the  rights  of  life,  liberty, 
and  property  ;  the  course  in  which  property  may 
be  transmitted ;  the  manner  in  which  del>ts  may 
be  recovered ;  the  right  of  defining  and  pimishing 
offences  against  society ;  and  the  establishment  aikd 
regulation  of  all  the  domestic  relations— husband 
and  wife,  parent  and  child,  guardian  and  ward, 
master  ana  servant.  Could  Congress,  in  author- 
izing a  people  to  form  a  constitution,  control  any 
of  these  regulations,  or  modify  either  of  the  above 
relations  1  Could  we  prescribe  the  term  of  office 
of  the  Executive,  or  the  mode  of  selecting  or  ap- 
pointing the  Legislature  or  Judiciary  ?  Could  we 
say  that  property  should  not  descend  to  idl  the 
children  equally,  or  not  devisable  by  will?  Could 
we  define  the  marital  rights,  or  establish  certain 
relations  between  parent  and  child,  guardian  and 
ward,  or  master  and  servant  1  No  one  can  pre- 
tend that  we  could,  and  for  the  plain  reason  that 
they  are  objects  of  municipal  power,  of  which  we 
are  entirely  destitute.  The  relation  of  master  and 
slave  is  but  a  domestic  relation,  involving  tlie 
right  of  property,  and  every  legal  consequence  of 
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such  a  relation.  There  are  no  rights  growing  out 
of  the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  that  do  not 
attach  to  that  of  master  and  slave,  excepting  that 
the  master  may  have  greater  power,  and  the  slave 
fewer  rights;  but  the  rights  of  the  master  are, 
nevertheless,  rights  of  projierty,  and  his  obligations 
are,  to  use  the  property  in  conformity  with  the 
laws  and  municipal  regulations  of  the  State  of 
which  he  is  a  member.  It  is  a  domestic  relation 
in  every  State  of  the  Union  in  which  it  exists,  and 
the  subject  of  their  municipal  power.  I  shall  not 
stop  to  inquire  into  the  moral  nature  of  this  rela- 
tion, or  the  right  of  sovereign  power  to  tolerate  it, 
though  I  thinir  it  is  apparent  that  the  power  to 
hold  a  man  in  slavery  is  the  highest  exercise  of 
sovereignty ;  it  is  sufficient  for  this  argument  that 
it  was  a  subsisting  relation  in  these  States;  that 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  found  it  ex- 
isting, recognised  it  as  the  subject  of  property, 
cognizable  bjr  the  municipal  jurisdiction  of  the 
State,  and  stipulated  to  guaranty  both  the  property 
and  the  iurisdietion. 

The  Union  itself  is  composed  of  States,  and  the 
Constitution  formed  by  people  tolerating  slavery, 
and  holding  their  slaves  as  subjects  of  property  ; 
and  it  never  could  have  been  their  design  to  estab- 
lidi  an  authority  competent  to  subvert  this  prop- 
erty. The  Crenerai  Gfovernment  have  recognised 
thfe  relation  as  the  subject  of  property,  by  accept- 
ing the  transfer  of  territory  from  North  Uarolina. 
with  an  exprress  stipulation  that  Congress  should 
not  even  inhibit  the  toleration  of  slaverv  within 
it,  while  it  remained  under  a  Territorial  form  of 
government  The  Constitution  also  recognises 
the  right  of  property  in  slaves,  by  providing  for 
their  enumeration  in  the  ratio  of  representatldn, 
and  by  constituting  them  the  objects  of  taxation. 
A  recurrence  to  the  64th  number  of  the  Federalist 
will  show  that  this  article  was  founded  chiefly  on 
the  idea  that  slaves  were  prdpecty.  It  is  there  said 
expressly  (hat  "  slaves  are  considered  as  property." 
It  Turther  recognises  property  in  the  slave,  and  also 
the  authority  of  the  municipal  jurisdiction,  in  leav- 
ing the  regulation  of  the  States  in  this  respect  un- 
distarbed,  tmder  which  they  are  bought  and  sold, 
for  payment  of  debts,  as  property,  pass  to  execu- 
tors and  administratbrs  as  property,  and  its  free 
etnpyment  protected  in  the  same  manner  as  any 
ou^r  species  of  property.  But,  sir,  the  Constitd- 
tion  not  only  recognised  proper^  in  slaves  held  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  but  it  guarantied  the  right 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  import  them 
from  abroad  for  the  period  of  twenty  years.  It  not 
only  refrained  from  disturbing  the  property  exist- 
ing, or  with  its  natural  increase,  but  it  encouraged 
an  accession  to  its  numbers  through  the  most  odi- 
ous channel.  This  very  amendment  treats  it  as 
property,  since  it  deems  the  existing  slaves  as  sa- 
crea,  and  speaks  freedom  only  to  their  future  pro- 
geny. So  far  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
arc  confined  to  the  recognition  of  property  in  slaves, 
both  in  enioyment  and  accumulation.  But  it  does 
not  stop  here;  it  protects  the  enjoyment  of  the 
property  against  the  encroachment  of  municipal 
jamdiction.  This  is  clearly  inferable  from  the 
second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  which  author- 
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izes  an  absconding  slave  to  be  reclaimed  by  his 
owner.  This  provision  is  a  complete  exposition 
of  the  whole  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  It  admits 
the  right  in  each  State  to  make  its  own  regula- 
tions upon  this  species  of  property;  to  tolerate  or 
abolish.  Without  this  clause  in  the  Constitution, 
it  would  have  been  in  the  power  of  each  State  to 
abolish  slavery,  and  prevent  the  owner  even  of  an 
absconding  slave  from  claiming  him  as  isuch.  The 
probabili^  that  such  a  policy  would  be  adopted  in 
some  of  the  Stdtes,  suggested  the  necessity  of  this 
provision,  and  it  therefore  became  one  Oi  the  ob- 
jects of  the  Constitution  to  protect  this  very  spe- 
cies of  property.  All  the  power,  therefore,  in  Con- 
gress, over  the  slaves  legitimately  brought  here,  is 
a  protecting  power  for  the  benefit  of  the  owner, 
and  a  protecting  power  merely  against  the  con- 
flicting policy  of  State  regulations,  of  which  it  is 
the  peculiar  object.  But  the  instant  it  is  admitted  * 
to  be  property,  it  becomes  the  subject  of  municipal 
authority  only,  and  is  invested  with  all  the  rights 
and  disabilities  of  property.  It  would  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  assign  a  reason  why  the  rights  of  the  owner 
in' this,  more  than  in  any  other  specieji  of  property, 
could  be  affected ;  and  yet  it  is  directly  invaded  by' 
this  amendment. 

It  first  proposes  to  set  free  the  issue  of  all  the 
slaves  now  in  Missouri,  in  the  face  of  the  treaty, 
which  stipulates  that  the  inhabitants  shall  be  pro- 
tected in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  property ;  and 
it  further  interferes  with  the  citizen  of  another 
State,  in  the  use  of  the  very  property  which  the 
Constitution  permitted  him  to  acquire,  and  stipu- 
lated to  protect,  or  at  least  not  to  destroy.  If  tnis 
restriction  be  not  imposed,  the  citizen  oi  the  South 
would  be  permitted  to  remove  to  Missouri^  and 
take  his  slaves  with  him,  provided  the  municipal 
laws  of  that  people  did  not  prohibit  him.  But^ 
as  the  Congress  cannot  destroy  this*  right  by  a 
direct  law,  they  propose  to  do  it  by  an  indirect  as- 
sumption of  power,  in  which  is  involved  notmere- 
ly  a  usurpation  of  the  rights  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, but  a  violation  of  the  guarantee  of  the  rest 
of  the  States! 

We  have  been  referred,  Tiowever,  to  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  as  declaratory  of  the  prin-  ' 
ciples  of  the  Constitution  in  this  respect.  I  should  ' 
scarcely  have  deemed  this  topic  worthy  of  an  an- 
swer, but  for  the  confidence  with  which  it  has 
been  reiterated  in  this  debate.  If  the  abstract  prin- 
ciples contained  in  this  memorable  paper  could 
possibly  be  supposed  to  have  any  reference  to  the 
condition  of  the  black  population  in  the  United ' 
States,  yet,  as  it  preceded  the  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, their  practical  effect  must  depend  alto- 
g ether  upon  the  positive  provisions  of  that  charter, 
lut  the  truth  is,  sir,  that  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence had  no  reference  to  those  persons  who 
were  at  that  lime  held  in  slavery.  It  was  pro- 
nounced by  the  freemen  of  the  country,  and  not  by 
slaves.  No  one  pretended  that  they  acquired  any 
claim  to  freedom  on  this  account ;  on  the  contrary, 
the  Revolution  found  them  in  a  state  of  servitude, 
the  acknowledgment  of  our  actual  independence 
left  them  so,  and  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  perpetuated  their  condition.    The  Declara- 
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tioQ  of  Independence  was  the  act  of  open  resist- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  white  freemen  oi  the  colo- 
nies, against  the  pretensions  of  the  mother  country 
to  govern  them  without  their  consei^t ;  to  assert 
their  inalienable  right  of  self-government,  and  to 
alter  or  abolish  it  whenever  it  should  be  necessary 
to  affect  their  safety  and  happiness.  It  was  the 
resistance  of  freemen  to  the  assumption  of  a  power 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  precisely  similar  to 
that  which  we  are  now  endeavoring  to  impose 
upon  the  people  of  Missouri.  It  expressly  asserts 
the  principles  that  "all  just  powers  of  government 
are  derives  from  the  consent  of  the  governed ;  and 
the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish,  and  in- 
stitute it  anew,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most  likely 
to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness."  I  do  not  deny 
that  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence are  those  of  the  Constitution ;  on  the  con- 
tmr]^,  I  admit  that  they  are  those  upon  which  all 
our  institutions  repose;  itkey  are  those  upon  which 
the  people  of  Missouri  claim  the  right  to  make 
their  own  constitution,  and  resist  the  imposition 
of  any  species  of  government  deriving  its  powers 
from  any  other  source.  But  I  contenTd  that  it 
never  designed  to  assume  or  assert  any  principle 
whatsoever  in  regard  to  the  slave  population  of  the 
United  States,  and  therefore  that  it  cannot  be  used 
in  this  debate,  either  as  declaratory  of  their  rights 
or  explanatory  of  the  principles  of  the  constitution 
and  government  in  their  behalf.  It  is  unreasonable 
to  assert  the  contrarv,  when  every  one  knows  that 
while  the  freemen  of  this  country  were  openly  re- 
sisting the  usurpations  of  the  British  Crown,  they 
did  not  relax  in  the  slightest  degree  their  hold 
upon  the  negro  slave ;  and  to  him  it  was  a  matter 
of  entire  unconcern  who  should  govern  his  master, 
as  in  all  conditions  his  master  would  continue  to 
govern  him.  I  do  not  advocate  the  consistency  of 
all  this :  I  take  things  as  I  find  them  under  our 
form  of  Government ;  though  when  we  throw  our 
^ye  towards  St.  Domingo,  and  reflect  upon  the 
scenes  which  ensued  the  heedless  entnusiasm 
which  characterized  the  French  Revolution,  we 
cannot  fail  to  admire  the  cautious  wisdom  of  our 
ancestors  in  not  hazarding  the  great  object  of  their 
struggle,  by  suddenly  letting  loose  their  unfortu- 
nate, though  degraded,  slave  population.  Besides, 
sir^  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence would  not  te  satisfied  by  merely  loosening 
the  shackles  of  the  slaves ;  tfiey  would  assert  not 
only  the  rights  of  a  freeman,  out  an  equality  of 
those  rights,  civil  and  political.  And  where  is  the 
State  in  the  Union  in  which  the  emancipated  ne- 
gto  has  been  admitted  to  the  enjoyment  of  equal 
rights  with  the  white  population  ?  I  know  of  none. 
In  some,  to  be  sure,  their  rights  may  he  greater 
than  in  others ;  but  in  none,  I  believe,  are  they 
upon  an  equality.  In  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  to  represent,  it  has  been  the  settled 
uniform  policy  to  preserve  a  marked  and  wide 
discrimination,  and  lam  firee  to  express  a  hope  that 
the  policy  will  never  be  abandoned.  I  am  an  ene- 
my to  slavery,  but  I  should  deprecate  a  policy,  as- 
sailing that  discrimination  which  reason  and  na- 
ture have  interposed  between  the  white  and  black 
population.    I  forbear  to  press  this  part  of  the  sub- 


ject, sir:  it  presents  many  dark  images,  which  it 
would  be  unbecoming  in  me  here  to  express. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  honoraUemoTerofthis 
resolution  has  said  that  we  are  not  now  enfor- 
cing the  old  compact  of  Union;  but  are  to  makea 
new  one,  with  a  new  Slate,  and  he  derired  this 
power  from  the  clause  authoriziDg  Congress  to 
admit  new  States,  though  he  did  not  take  tke 
trouble  to  deal  much,  in  detail,  upon  this  point 

I  shall  not  deny  that  Congress  have  the  powt 
to  make  a  contract,  where  the  parties  which  it  is 
to  affect  voluntarily  enter  into  it,  and  where  ills 
necessary  in  the  exercise  of  the  legitimate  objects 
of  the  Government ;  but  they  cannot  makeacoa- 
tract  upon  any  subject  beyond  their  delegated 
powers^  nor  can  they  makea  contract  which  Taries 
the  original  compact  of  Union,  the  essence  of 
which  b  an  equality  of  rights  among  the  Siatei 
If,  therefore.  Congress  possess  no  municipal  pow- 
ers under  the  Constitution,  nor  the  power  to  control 
them  in  the  States,  they  can  acqmre  none h}  any 
new  contract  j  for  this  would  be  to  get  more  power 
than  it  was  designed  they  should  possess. 

Sir,  this  argument  of  the  honorable  moToist 
decided  exposition  of  the  broad  nature  of  thejiowG, 
and  the  weakness  of  his  cause.  If  this  restrid/oo 
can  be  imposed  only  by  contract,  then  it  adnws 
thit  therignt  is  inherent  in  the  people  of  Mii^i 
that  we  can  only  control  it  by  contract  witktheiQ; 
and,  that  if  this  contract  is  not  acceded  to  dj 
them,  we  have  no  power  over  it.  By  the  contract, 
they  are  solicited  to  surrender  a  right  ^^^.^^^ 
would  be  at  liberty  to  exercise,  if  not  restianwibf 
the  contract ;  a  right  which  we  cannot  exercise  or 
interfere  with,  under  the  Constitution,  withooiit»« 
contract.  It  rbllows,  then,  that,  under  suchacon- 
tract,  if  it  were  completed,  the  people  would  Ijare 
fewer  rights,  or  you  more  power^  than  ^^^ 
stitution  confers.  If  such  a  doctrme  cooldwaw- 
erated,  the  General  Government  wouUheom^ 
otent.  Sir,  the  fallacy  of  the  argument  is  yeitnore 
apparent.  You  do  not  even  propose,  by  this  com- 
Mict,  to  get  the  right  of  exercismg  a  new  power; 
for  if  the  people  of  Missouri  should  ^^.^?  ^*^?! 
terms,  you  could  not  take  the  ppww  ^^J^ 
require  them  to  sur  ' 
tion,you  could  not  i 

any  other  branch  ol r—  7      .  ,  ,k, 

would  not  amount  then  to  a  stipulation,  twtrt 
State  should  not  exercise  the  power  which, « ^^ 
were  to  surrender,  you  could  not  employ.  I*  ^^ 
be  not  a  grant,  but  an  extinction  of  V^"^^"^], 
plete  annihilation,  never  again  to  ^.^^^^^ 
IS  impossible,  upon  any  known  principle,  ^f^ 
a  contract  could  be  good,  since  itproposes  to  destj^ 
an  inalienable  right  in  the  people— a  right  to  a» 
and  abolish  their  constitution  of  government. 

But,  again^  sir ;  it  is  necessary,  for  ^\][^':S 
of  any  compact,  that  the  parties  should  ^^^71 
and  willing  to  contract.  If  it  is  not  their  volun^Jl 
act,  it  is  not  binding:  it  is  an  usurpation  upon 
unwilling  party.  Then,  here  is  a  right  m  » 
people  of  Missouri  to  insert,  or  not,  this  provi 
in  their  constitution  of  State  governinenl^^ 
not  incompatible  with  your  powers ;  it  d^^ 
wholly  upon  their  sovereign  will  iwd  pleasure 
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pot  it  in,  or  leave  it  out,  and  to  modify  it,  in  this 
rewect)  at  any  future  day;  you  desire,  however, 
to  have  it  in,  and  to  guard  a^inst  its  revocation ; 
you  can  only  accomplish  this  by  a  contract,  into 
whkh  the  people  must  voluntarily  enter.    But  they 
refuse  to  make  the  contract ;  they  say  they  are 
desirous  to  retain  this  right;  they  will  not  give  it 
upb    What,  then,  becomes  of  the  idea  of  compact  ? 
Can  you  force  them  to  agree  to  your  terms  ?    No : 
then  what  is  your  remedy  ?    In  ordinary  cases,  it 
would  be  to  refuse  to  admit  the  State,  until  the 
constitution  should  be  conformed  to  your  views ; 
and  even  this  would  resemble,  very  much,  the 
exercise  of  force,  by  withholding  immunities  to 
which,  according  to  the  policy  of  the  GK>vernment, 
they  would  have  a  strong  claim;  but  then  the 
provisions  of  their  constitution  would  not  be  unal- 
temble,  and  you  could  not  make  them  so.    But 
what  b  your  powieir  or  remedy  when  this  discretion 
to  admit,  or  reject,  is. taken  away?    I  know  of 
none,  consititentrnth  the  obligations  of  good  faith. 
I  have  shown  you  that  you  have  already  made  one 
contract  with  these  people;  I  refer  to  the  treaty, 
and  the  acti  of  Congress  under  it ;  and  that,  by 
ihe  tennsof  this  contract,  vou  have  bound  your- 
selves to  adsait  them  into  the  Union,  with  rights 
egmil  to  those  retained  by  the  people  of  the  other 
States.    Is  not  that  compact  as  solemn  as  any  that 
could  now  be  made  ?    These  people  have  fulfilled 
their  part  of  the  contract ;  you  have  enjoyed  all 
tks  rights  and  advantages  secured  to  you  under  it, 
and  they  come  now  and  demand  the  performance 
of  yxmi  part    What  is  the  language  you  employ  ? 
You  say,  it  is  true  we  have  made  this  contract 
^ith  you,  but  it  ti^s  out  to  be,  in  the  view  of  a 
pari  01  thte  country,  a  hard  bargain  ;  it  secures  to 
jQQ  more  rights,  and  allows  us  less   discretion, 
than  we  aie  willmg  to  submit  to ;  and,  unless  you 
-wHl  now  consent  to  change  its  tersis,  and  enter 
into  a  new  compact,  by  which  you  are  to  have 
fewer  rights  than  the  citizens  of  any  other  State, 
^re  will  violate  our  fadth !    We  have  agreed  to  ad- 
mit you  as  a  States  but,  unless  you  consent  to  be 
law  than  a  State,  we  will  do  nothing !    We  will 
liave  nothing  to  sar  to  you,  .unless  you  will  now 
bind  yourselves  «nd  your  posterity,  by  an  iirevo- 
caUe  ordioaate,  to  kt  us  make  your  constitution 
in  abridgment  of  vour  own  rights ;  whiobshall  be 
uaalterabk  in  all  future  times.    Sir,  as  between 
indtviduak,  such  a  case  would  require  only  to 
be  stated,  to  expose  its  fallacy  and  injustice ;  and 
I  can  acknowledge  no  diflerent  princi^es  between 
States,  more  especially  where  your  want  of  g[ocld 
lailh  infoses  the  spirit  of  jealousy  into  the  minds 
of  your  citizens)  and  weakens  the  ^eat  rock,  of 
confidence  in  your  justke,  upon  which  the  power 
of  tliB  Ujuon  reposes ! 

Bat  the  ordinance  of  1787,  has  he&k  referred  to, 
&nd  confidently  rdied  upon,  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleraan  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill,)  as  il- 
Ivfttrative  of  his  idea  of  compact,  and  the  power  of 
Oongrets  in  this  respect.  Tne'  cases  are  entirely 
dissimilar.  I  shall  not  detain  you,  Mr.  Chairman, 
^vrith  a  repetition  of  the  arffuments  so  often  ur^, 
y/rith  great  abilitjr  and  with  much  success,  against 
tlae  Ic^gality  oi  this  ordinance ;  I  shall  ccntent  my- 


self with  showing  its  inapplicability,  in  fact  or 
principle,  to  the  case  now  under  our  consideration. 
We  have  now  nothing  to  do  either  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  that  ordinance  or  the  authority  by  which 
it  was  established.  The  people  of  Missouri  do  not 
claim  to  be  admitted  according  to  the  principles  of 
either ;  but  they  demand  admission  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  treaty  and  the  principles  of  the 
present  Constitution. 

This  ordinance  was  the  act  of  the  old  Confed- 
eration ;  and  whatever  power  they  may  have  had 
to  acquire  the  ceded  territory,  it  is  admitted,  on  all 
hands,  that  they  possessed  no  authority  to  establish 
a  territorial  form  of  government,  or  to  admit  new 
States  without  the  consent  of  nine  of  the  Slates 
cooftDosing  the  old  Confederacv.  The  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  wnich  the  ordinaaee 
was  applied,  was  ceded  by  Virginia ;  it  was,  at  the ' 
time  of  its  cession,  uninhabited,  eiceepting  by  a 
few  French  and  Canadian  settlers,  who  held  slaves; 
after  its  acquisition  by  the  old  Confederacy,  it  was 
discovered  that  they  had  no  power  to  govern  it, 
without  the  consent  of  the  State  by  whom  it  was 
ceded;  they,  therefore,  framed  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  providing  for  its  erection  into  States  and  for 
the  prohibition  of  involuntary  servitude.  This 
ordinance  was  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  compact, 
between  the  States  ceding  it,  the  United  States, 
and  the  people  of  the  territories ;  it  became  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  obtain  the  consent  pf  the  State 
of  Virginia  to  the  ordinance,  which  she  gave  by 
her  act  passed  the  30th  of  December,  1788 ;  and 
in  this  manner  the  ordinance  of  1787  may  be  con- 
sidered as  forming  the  terms  of  the  cession  by  the 
State  of  Virginia.  The  French  and  Canadian 
inhabitants  there,  at  the  time  of  the  cession,  were 
not  afSected  by  the  ordinance ;  they  continued  to 
hold  their  slaves,  the  issue  of  which  are  held  by 
their  posterity  to  the  present  day.  This  ordinance 
was  considered,  doubtiul,  until  the  adopcion  of  the 
present  Constitution,  by  the  1st  clause  of  6th  arti- 
cle of  which  it  was  supposed  to  be  confirmed. 

But  this  confirmation  shows  it  to  be  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  cooapact,  and  not  a  law;  a  eomfad  vol- 
untarily entered  into  by  all  the  parties  coaaeeted 
with  it  >  not  incorporated  in  the  preaeni  Constitn- 
tioa  as  a  graat  of  power,  or  endanatory  of  its  prin- 
ciples; but  merely  sanctioned  by  a  single  clause, 
providing  for  the  validity  of  conlracts.  It  was  a 
contract  made  by  the  party  ceding  the  territory ; 
it  did  not  propose  to  affect  tlw  rights  of  peoMus 
residing  there;  it  was  to  operate  as  a  contract 
upon  those  who  should  subsequently  remove  thith- 
er ;  such  persons,  therefore,  went  under  this  ordi- 
nance; they  voluntarily  became  parties  to  it;  and 
such  only  settled  there  as  were  willing  to  live 
without  slaves,  and  subject  to  the  terms  of  the 
compact.  In  this  manner  the  country  became  set- 
tled by  a  aourslaveholding  population,  and  when 
they  came  to  make  their  constitution  and  State 
^vemments,  they  voluntarily  framed  them  aocord- 
inff  to  their  own  feelings  and  habits.  Beyond  this, 
I  deny  that  there  was  any  binding  force  in  this 
ordinance.  It  was  not  competent  for  it  to  take 
away  the  right  of  altering  the  constitutions,  thau|^ 
it  is  a  right  existing  in  uieory  merely,  as  the  m- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1169 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1160 


H.OPR. 


.^miftiofi  0^  Jf%9$fnMrU 


Fbbroaht,  1880. 


terests  of  the  peof^will  no  doubt  always  pre- 
Tent  any  alteratioii  in  this  respect  If  the  same 
poliaY  had  been  panned  by  Congress  in  re^peet  to 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  from  the  date  of  its  ac- 
qmaition,  a  similar  effect  would  hare  been  pro- 
duced, and  ail  the  unpleasant  convulsions  to  which 
the  present  attempt  to  usurp  power  b  likely  to  give 
riae,  would  have  been  prevented. 

So  far,  then,  as  this  famous  ordinance  is  good 
for  any  thin^,  it  is  good  only  in  the  nature  of  a 
c^fttract;  it  IS  80  treated  by  every  gentleman^who 
has  noticed  it  in  debate;  and  a  contract  made  be- 
fate  the  present  CbnstitntioB,  and  applicable  to  a 
particular  teiritory,  by  the  consent  of  the  power 
cediB^  it  It  has,  then,  clearly  performed  its  of- 
fiee;  It  nfimctus  cfieio;  it  applies  to  no  other  ter- 
rkory  either  in  fact  or  principle.  It  does  not  fol- 
Umh^  that,  because  the  old  Confederation  concluded 
a  contract,  wMch  the  people  of  the  United  Stales 
aobsequetttly  confirmed,  that  therefore  the  present 
Qaagfess  can  make  a  similar  contract,  enlarging 
their  own  powers,  without  the  same  sanction-  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  who  have  yet 
delegated  no  such'  authority. 

But  here  the  people  of  Missouri  have  a  contract 
also,  though  it  is  one  of  a  very  different  nature 
from  that  of  the  ordinance  of  1787.  Their  con- 
tract stipulates  for  their  admission  to  the  enjoyment 
of  equal  riffhts,  immunities,  and  advantages,  of 
cilisens  of  the  United  States,  and  the  restriction 
proposed  can  only  be  enforced  bv  compact,  inde- 
pendent of  the  Uonstitution.  We  say  to  them, 
that^  unless  they  will  agree  to  tack  the  ordinance 
of  1787  to  the  treaty,  whose  provisions  will  thereby 
be  entirely  varied,  we  will  violate  its  terms,  or  dis- 
regard them.  What  would  have  been  said,  if  we 
had  insisted  upon  similar  concessions  by  the  States 
formed  out  of  the  territory  ceded  by  North  Caro- 
lina, which  were  also  admitted  according  to  the 
ttvms  of  the  contract  of  oession  ?  We  have  as 
liole  right  to  insist  upon  them  in  regard  to  the 
people  of  Missouri  as  we  had  to  dictate  them  to 
those  States.  It  is  in  both  cases  a  violation  of 
good  foith^  Under  this  treaty  we  accepted  a  ter- 
ritory ta  which  slavery  existed,  and  rights  of  prop- 
erty recognised  by  the  government  ceding  it  We 
stmolBted  to  protect  the  enjoyment  of  thatproperty. 
We  have  encouraged  emigation  of  the  free  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  thither  by  our  whole 
course  of  policy.  We  have  in  no  instance  at- 
tempted to  interdict  the  transportaton  of  f^laves 
there;  excepting  by  a  law  which  lived  but  a  year 
and  was  then  repealed;  this  law  prevented  thenr 
introduction  there  for  sale  merely ;  it  permitted, 
and  thereb)r  encouraged,  their  introduction  by  per- 
sons removiniir  into  the  territory  to  <$ettle.  In  this 
way,  under  our  own  auspices,  this  species  of  prop- 
erty has  been  aequired,  and  we  now  attempt,  m 
the  fhce  of  our  own  acts,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
treaty,  not  onl]f  to  force  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
give  up  their  right  to  form  their  constitution,  in 
regard  to  th^  future  introduction  of  skves  by  per- 
sons going  there  to  live,  but  also  to  annihilate  all 
the  rights  already  acquired;  we  force  them  to  do 
what- we  never  thought  it  prudent  ourselves  to  at- 
tempt, even  w^ta  we  had  the  power  I 


No  little  reliuice  has  abo  been  placed,  by  the 
honorable  mover,  upon  the  clause  in  the  Constita- 
tion,  vesting  in  CouflrcK  a  power  to  dispose  of  aad 
make  all  needful  nues  and  regulations  respectiag 
the  territory,  or  odier^  property  belonging  to  ^ 
United  States. 

I  do  not  propose  to  enter  minutely  into  the  in- 
quiry wiietber  the  power  of  Congress  to  establish 
a  territorial  government  is  derived  from  this  clause. 
I  incline  to  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  Tlw  power 
here  conferred  is  a  power  to  dispose  of  and  make 
needful  rules  respecting  the  property  of  the  Uin- 
ted  States.  It  was  designed,  I  think,  to  authorise 
the  sale  of  the  land  for  purposes  of  revenue,  aad 
all  regulations  which  might  be  deemed  aecessaiy 
for  its  proper  disposition ;  or  to  conTert  it  lo  other 
public  objects  diseonnected  with  sale  or  revenue; 
to  retain  this  power,  even  after  the  Territory  had 
assumed  a  State  government,  and  periutps  to  di- 
vest from  the  State  government  the  right  of  taxmt 
it,  as  it  would  do  the  property  of  individuals.  U 
is  silent  as  to  the  people,  and  their  slaves  are  the 
property  of  their  owners,  and  not  of  the  Gtovtn- 
ment  The  right  to  govern  a  terntonr  is  eieariy 
incident  to  the  right  of  acquiring  it  It  would  w 
absurd  to  say  thatany  €k>vernment  might  purchase 
a  territory  with  a  'populadon,  and  not  have  Che 
power  to  give  them  laws:  but,  from  whatever 
source  the  power  is  derivable,  I  admit  it  to  be  ple- 
nary^ so  long  as  it  remains  in  a  cenditie«  of  teni- 
tonal  dependence,  but  no  longer.  I  am  wiMingat 
any.  time  to  exercise  this  power.  I  regret  that  it 
has  not  been  done  sooner.  But,  though  Cong^ress 
can  give  laws  to  a  Territorjr^  it  cannot  prescribe 
them  to  a  State.  The  condition  of  the  people  of 
a  Territory  is  to  be  governed  by  others ;  cnf  a  State 
to  govern  themselves.  This  is  the  great  fiivor  we- 
permit  them  to  enjoy  when  we  exalt  thcmiolhvc^ 
racter  of  aState.  The  instant  we  authorize  them  to 
form  their  constitution,  the  territorial  disahiMlies^ 
and  the  powers  of  Congress  over  them,  cramhia 
tog[ether  in  the  dust  A  new  beia^,  and  a  ncnr  re- 
lation spring  up ;  the  State  authori^,  derived  firom 
the  just  power  of  the  peoples  takes  its  fdaee;  every 
feature  of  the  territorial  authority  b^omes  effiwea, 
and  the  federal  powers  of  C<jiigrcEs,  eneiMteg  a 
Stale,  commence  their  operation.  Theiieisnm- 
ing  of  territorial  disability  on  the  one  hand,  or 
territorial  authoiity^  on  theother^  which  pascas  a» 
the  new  order  of^  things  $  if  they  did,  the  Stale 
would  be  incomplete. . 

But,  Mr.  Chmrman,  the  honorable  -mom  abo 
relied  very  confidently  on  the  ninth  section  of  the 
first  article  of  the  Constitutioii,  which  provides 
that  ^the  migration  or  importation  of  such  per- 
'  eons  as  any  of  the  States  aowexisting^liatl  d&iak 
'  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  by  Con- 
'  gress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  bat  a  taz-or  datv 
*•  may  be  imposed  on  such  in^)ortatioii,  not  exeeeo- 
'  ing  ten  dollacrs  for  each  person."  It  b  said  thu 
this  clause  invests  CongKss  with  the  povmr  of 
prohibiting[  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one  State 
of  the  Union  to  another ;  but,*  if  it  bad  not  bem 
for  theseriousness^and  sinceriw  with  whidi  it  has 
been  pressed  by  the  honovahlB'  geatlcmaa .  item 
PeBBsylvannt,  (Mrl  Hbiipbii;.l,)  I  shofukl  .have 
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deemed  it  worthy  of  but  a  very  few  remarks.    It 
How  deserves  a  close  examioatioD. 

It  is  apparent,  and  indeed  is  admitted  by  all, 
that  this  clause  contains  no  grant  of  power,  but 
restricts  for  a  limited  period  the  exercise  of  aa  ex- 
isting power.  And  a&o  that  the  power,  whatever 
it  mav  be,  is  now  the  same  over  the  old  as  the 
new  States.  Unless,  therefore,  Confess  possesses 
the  power^  by  some  other  provision  m  the  Gonsti- 
tution,  to  inhibit  the  removal  of  slaves  from  one 
State  into  another,  this  clause  cannot  refer  to  that 
•description  of  persons,  or  to  that  mode  of  removal. 
Concedinjg^,  for  the  sake  of  argoment,  the  full  im- 
port of  this  clause,  I  cannot  conceive  of  amy  thing 
more  destitute  of  weight  in  this  matter.   For,  sup- 

^  pose  Congress  to  possess  the  power  to  prohibit  the 
4Mtrrying  of  slaves  from  (me  State  into  imother,  it 
is  a  power  merely  of  legislation,  for  they  have  no 
other  than  legislative  powers.  They  would  be 
obliged  to  exercise  it  by  a  law,  and  covdd  do  so,  as 
well  after  the  State  should  be  admitted  as  before. 
The  power  iii  Congress  to  legislate  upon  this  sub- 
ject confers  no  authority  to  compel  tke  people  of 
Missouri  to  put  the  provision  into  their  constitu- 
tion ;  but  should  be  exercised  whenever  circum- 
stances required  it,  without  reference  to  the  ae|s  of 

•the  State.  Besides,  no  legislative  act  of  this  de- 
scription could  be,  in  its  nature,  irrevocable ;  but 
here  is  an  expedient  to  convert  a  power  of  Isps- 
latiAjg^  in  the  ordinary  way,  into  a  constitution- 
makiog  power,  with  the  dangerous  novelty  of 
making  it  unalterable!   The  very  attanpt  to  com- 

..pel  the  surrender  of  their  rights,  in  this  respect, 
irom  tlie  people  of  Missouri,  b  in  tfadf  conclusive, 
that;  gentlemen  who  rely  upon  this  daiise,  are 
them^ves  aware  that  even  the  legislative  power 
docs  not  exist.  Nor  does  it  exist,  sir. 
The  honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvama 

.  ^Mr.  Hempbii.l)  admits  that  he  must  nnd  the 

.  power  in  some  other  part  of  the  Constitution ;  and 

jbe  aays  it  is  eontained  in  the  olause  autiioiiziag 

Congress  ^*  to. regulate  commerce  among  the  ftev- 

Tcral  States."  He  supposes  the  authority  to  pre- 
rekt  the  impcfftation  of  slaves  from  abroad  is  de- 
rived from  the  power  to  "regulate  eommerce  with 
•Ibroign nations  f  and  that,  therefore  the  authority 
to  prevent  the  "  migration  of  them  from  one  State 
to  aaother,"  is  derived  from  the  similar  power  in 
relation  to  the  internal  commerce.  But  the  |[en- 
tleoEoan  must  not  only  be  correct  in  this  position, 
■Iwt  he  must  additionally  show  that  tkewctd  "mi- 
^gration"  applies  to  slaves  at  all,  and  also  to  their 
removal  from  State  to  State,  to, sustain  kis  argu- 
ment He  is  correct  in  neither.  The,  power  to 
■prohibit  the  "  imoortation"  of  slaves  from  foreign 
-countries  is  not  derived  from  the  clause  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations.  If  it  wercL  the 
prohibition  could  ^only  be  mude  whttre  Che  slaves 
werei>rought  into  the  United  States  in  tkeway  of 
-commerce;  it  would  confer  no^  power  to  prevent  a 
Canadian^  or  inhabitant  of  Florida*  from  nftoving 
ov^  the  line  with  hb  family,  and  settling  on  a 
4axm  for  -agricultural  purposes  raerelv. 

I  derive  the  authority  drom  a  much  more  exten* 
«ve.8Qiirce— from  the  general  milimited  power  in 
)^.F^dera]bQ0ireraa»nt  to  regulate  all  our  eon<- 


cems  and  intercourse  whatsoever  with  foreiip  na- 
tions, and  prohibit  the  commg  in  as  well  of  free- 
men as  slaves  for  any  purpose  or  in  any  manner, 
whenever  the  public  exigencies  of  the  coilntry«en- 
der  it  adviseable.  But,  though  the  right  ot  pro- 
hibiting the  importation  of  slaves  from  abroad 
should  be  inferred  from  the  power  to  regulate oomr 
meree  with  foreign  nations,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  right  to  prev^t  their  removal  from  ^tate  to 
State  would  be  derived  from  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce  "among  the  several  States.''  "i^e 
phraseoloffy  of  this  clause  is  differeD4-4he  tegola- 
tion  is  to  be  "4imong  the  several  States."  Con- 
gress have  no  right  (o  make  any  rq^ulation  wh»h 
applies  only  to  one  or  two  States ;  it  must  foe  gen- 
eral amon^  the  whole ;  all  must  share  the  advatn- 
tages  or  disadvantages  of  the  R;9:ttlation,  whatever 
they  may  be.  Partial  n^aUons  of  commerce 
was  precisely  the  evil  which  the  power  vested  In 
the  Conffress  was  intended  to  guard  ajrajnst  It 
was  easily  foreseen,  if  the  commercial  mtercooite 
betweea  State  and  State  were  left  to  the  State  au- 
thorities, that,  by.  means  of  local  regulations,  or 
improper  contributions  levied  on  thetransportatkm 
of  merchandise  through  its  territory,  any  one  State 
migkt  materially  interim  with  the  legitimatecom- 
merce  of  another  5  these  wonld  nat^ally  lead  to 
counteracting  measures  by  the  other  State^and^in 
thi(>  manner,  combinations  and  colliskms,  nono«s 
to  the  interests  of  all,  would  foUofW. 

The  prevention  of  these  evils  was  the  prine)|ial 
object  of  giving  the  power  to  the  General  Ciovem- 
ment*  It  is  a  power  in  a  common  Qovemm^Bt, 
for  a  c<»aunon  benefit;  and  die  same  regulation 
must  be  aj^ed  to  all  the  StMes  eqnsMy.  It  v^as 
intended  to  secure  to  the  citizos  of  every  dtate 
the  right  of  carrying  their.mercfaattdise  wh6n  and 
whereaoever  their  interests  difilftted,witbont  inter- 
ruption from  the  coaflicting  views  of  any  OJtfaer 
State;  it  could  never  have  been  the. design- tdiovo- 
liifoit  entirely  the  earrying  of  merehandtse  nom 
one  Stat^  or  from  any  cf  the  States,  intconemr- 
ticular  State.  Suchvan  idea  is  at  once  fepmd 
hy  the  fifth  paragraph  of  the  ninth  section  of  ^e 
first  article,  whkh.  provides  that  ^no  pref^MBce 
<  shall  be  given,  by  any  regalation  of  eommetfee  or 
'  revenue,  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those  of 
'  another."  As  oonneeled  with  this  part  of  dke 
sulject,  it  ia  to  be  lemembered,  that  the  power  is 
to  ^  regulate  commeiee,"  not  to  abolish  or  prahttiit 
it  altogether.  I  will  not  deny  that  Congress  mity, 
when  any  public  occasion  requires  it,  suspend  the 
eommeicial  iatercouise  '^  among  Hhe  several  States'' 
■for  a  limited  time,  but  I  do  insist,  that  any  law 
which  shouldpcohibit  it  foiever  wonld  be  *uneon- 
stitutional.  Will  any  gentleman  contend  that 
Congress  have  power  to  say  that  the  State  of 
Georgia  sltoiild  never  hereafiter  send  rice,  whieli:is 
ekarly  an  article  of  oommeroe^  into  the  State  of 
Missouri,  or  compel  the  people  of  the  latter  State 
to  agree,  by  an  irrevocable  ordinance,  never  to  ad- 
mit the  article  of  rice  to  be  reeeivcd  into  her  State 
fcom  any  other  part  of  the  Union?  And  if 'tile 
power  to  prohibit  the  removal  of  slaves  dapeaif 


•  See  the  42d  auiaber  of  theFederstta. 
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upon  che  right  to  regulate  commerce,  it  must  be 
because  they  are  articles  of  commerce ;  and,  there- 
fore, like  every  other  article  of  a  commercial  na- 
ture. Affain,  sir,  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  | 
must  apply  only^  to  an  intercourse  purely  commer-  | 
cial,  and  to  articles  used  and  transported  in  the 
way  of  commerce.  All  articles  of  household  fur-  | 
niture,  and  implements  of  agriculture,  may  be  used  I 
in  the  way  of  commerce ;  they  are  so  when  they 
are  bought  and  sold,  or  carried  about  for  sale ;  but 
they  cannot  be  so  considered  when  they  are  carried 
by  their  proprietor  for  his  own  use,  when  he  pleases 
to  remove  from  one  State  into  another;  sucn  a  re- 
moval would  form  no  part  of  the  commerce  among 
the  States.  Nor  will  it,  I  apprehend,  be  pretended 
that  the  General  Grovemment  could,  in  such  a  case, 
prevent  the  removal ;  because  the  Constitution  se- 
cures him  equal  privileges  in  every  State;  and 
they  would  have  ^s  little  power  to  prevent  him 
from  taking  his  property  with  him,  under  the  pre- 
tence of  regulating  "  commerce  among  the  several 
States."  The  right  of  removing  necessarily  in- 
cludes the  right  of  carrying  one's  family  and  prop- 
erty with  him.  Sir,  the  slave  is  in  no  greater  de- 
gree an  article  of  commerce,  when  his  owner,  in 
his  transit  from  one  State  into  another  for  agricul- 
tural purposes,  takes  him,  as  a  part  of  his  property, 
to  assist  m  working  his  land,  than  any  other  mem- 
ber of  his  family,  or  any  other  article  of  his  prop- 
erty. He  does  not  carry  him  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce; there  is  no  buying  or  selling  in  the  case. 
This  amendment,  however,  applies  to  this  as  well 
as  the  instances  of  transportation  for  purposes  of 
sale.  But,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  obliged  to  admit  that  the  term 
*'  importation"  cannot  apply  to  intercourse  between 
the  States ;  since  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on  such  importation,  and  the  Constitution  ex- 
pressly provides,  that  "no  tax  or  duty  shall  belaid 
on  articles  exported  from  any  State."  Now,  sir, 
importation  may  be  by  land  as  well  as  by  water ; 
and  you  could  not,  at  any  period,  either  before  or 
after  the  year  1808,  impose  any  tax  upon  the  ex- 
portation from  a  State.  The  gentleman's  argu- 
ment, then,  involves  him  in  this  inconsistency — 
that  though  Congress  cannot  at  any  time  impose 
any  duty  on  articles  exported  from  any  State,  they 
may  prevent  their  exportation  altogether;  or  that, 
though  you  have  the  power  to  prevent  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves  from  State  to  State  by  land, 
you  have  no  power  whatsoever  over  them  if  car- 
ried by  water;  or  that,  though  importation  and 
migration  both  be  means  of  carrying  on  commerce, 
yet,  imder  the  general  power  to  regulate  that  com- 
merce, you  may  abolish  one  but  not  the  other ! 
Again,  sir,  it  has  never  been  denied  that  the  power 
in  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  is  an  exclusive 
power — the  States  cannot  exercise  it ;  and.  there- 
fore, if  the  right  to  prevent  the  removal  of  slaves 
from  one  State  to  another  is  a  part  of  this  power, 
it  must  of  course  be  exclusive.  And  yet,  sir,  we 
see  that  all  the  States  have  constantly  made  their 
own  regulations  upon  this  subject.  I  have  already 
•hown  you,  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  expressly  recognises  their  right  to  do  so ; 
their  uniform  practice  has  given  a  contempora- 


neous construction  to  the  instrument,  by  exercimg 
the  power  ever  since  its  adoption ;  and  if  a  con- 
trary doctrine  should  now  prevail,  all  those  dmves 
who  have  been  hitherto  declared  nrec,  by  reason  of 
a  violation  of  any  State  reg^ulation,  are  yet  slaves, 
and  may  be  reclaimed  by  their  owners !  Bot  it  is 
impossible  that  such  a  doctrine  can  ever  preraiL 

It  appears  to  me,  then,^Mr.  Chairman,  that  ^ 
right  contended  for  cannot  be  derived  from  the 
power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several 
States ;  and  therefore  that  the  power,  which  was 
restrained  until  the  year  1808,  was  that  of  prevent- 
ing the  migration  or  importation  of  persons  from 
foreign  countries  only.  It  would  be  very  im- 
material, in  the  present  argument,  whether  the 
word  persons  related  to  slaves  only,  or  to  freemen  as 
well  as  slaves ;  I  believe,  however,  it  relates  to  both. 

In  a  j  ust  interpretation  of  this  clause^  we  are  faootid 
to  assign  to  each  word  a  distinct  meaning,  to  suppose 
that  each  had  a  definite  object,  and  that  neither  was 
used  un  necessarily.  If  both  "  migration"  and  "  im- 
portation" be  applied  to  slaves,  one  would  be  wholly 
useless.  The  word  "  importation"  would  embrace 
every  possible  means  by  which  slaves  could  be  in- 
troduced into  the  country  against  their  will,  as  it 
would  every  means  by  which  they  could  be  removed 
from  one  State  into  another.  We  see,  moreorrer, 
that,  upon  the  importation  only,  the  impofiftUon  of 
a  tax  or  duty  is  authorized,  and,  if  5^Iaves  can  mi- 
grate at  all,  they  do  so  as  well  when  coming  fattier 
from  a  foreign  country,  as  in  going  from  State  to 
State,  and  it  is  therefore  unreasonable  to  sappose 
that  while  it  was  the  evident  policy  end  intention 
to  prevent  their  coming  in  at  all,  the  "  importation'' 
only  would  be  obstructed,  and  their  "migration" 
left  free  and  unrestricted. 

But,  sir,  the  word  "  migration"  cannot  Bppfy  to 
the  forcible  or  involuntary  removal  of  a  slave  from 
any  State,  foreign  or  domestic.  It  h  the  vohin- 
tary  act  of  a  free  agent ;  and  a  slave  has  no  such 
will,  and  is  no  such  agent ;  he  is  subject  to  the 
will  of  a  master,  by  whom  all  his  actions  are  con- 
trolled. It  is,  moreover,  a  right,  so  defined  by  all 
the  best  writers  on  the  subject ;  it  is  the  rignt  of 
quitting  one's  country,  and  of  going  into  anodter 
in  the  pursuit  of  wealth  and  happiness,  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  of  our  republican  fonn  of 
government,  it  is  inalienable.  But,  will  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  slave  has  any  such  right,  imm 
we  have  seen  that,  in  the  only  instance  in  which 
he  voluntarily  leaves  his  master's  service,  he  is 
compelled,  in  defiance  of  all  the  municipal  resuia- 
tions  of  other  States,  to  be  reclaimed  ?  No^  s»,  he 
has  no  such  right ;  he  never  changes  his  resideneCy 
but  under  the  compulsion  of  a  power  he  dare  not 
resist  It  is  no  exercise  of  alight,  when  the  no- 
happy  slave  is  taken  by  his  owner  from  place  to 
place — he  obeys  a  hard  fate  which  he  cannot  con- 
trol, and  he  can,  with  no  more  propriety,  be  said 
to  migrate,  than  the  exile  who  is  driven  from  Ins 
family  and  home,  into  involuntary  banishment. 

The  term  "  mi^aition,"  as  here  used,  is  abo  a 
general  one,  and  has  relatien  to  the  govemracBt 
by  which  it  is  to  be  controlled.  Its  true  meaning 
is  that  of  quitting  their  own  oo«ntry,  and  of  re- 
moving beyond  the  juri6dicti<aa  of  the  QovemuMBt; 
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its  meaniBg  is  precise  and  technical.  Therefbre, 
thoogh  a  man  may  change  his  residence,  so  long 
as  he  remains  under  the  Qovemment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  does  not  migrate,  in  the  sense  of  the 
Constilntion.  When  a  man  removes  from  one 
comity  to  another  of  the  same  State,  he  cannot 
be  said  to  have  minted  in  relation  to  that  State, 
nor  can  he  be  said  to  migrate  in  relation  to  the 
United  States,  when  he  removes  from  one  State 
€0  another  in  the  Union.  He  is  still  in  the  same 
country,  still  under  the  same  jurisdiction  and  laws, 
^hjo3ring  equal  rights,  and  liable  to  the  same  obli- 
gations ;  he  is  still  a  citizen,  nay,  an  inhabitant  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  protecting  arm  of  the 
Constitution  shields  and  conducts  him  wherever  he 
; ;  he  is  not  an  emigrant,  until  he  has  turned  his 
ack  upon  his  country,  and  quitted  its  jurisdiction. 
But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  words,  as  used,  be  in 
any  degree  ambiguous,  we  are  bound  to  consider 
the  circumstances  under  which  the  Constitution 
was  adopted,  and  the  object  which  was  to  be  ef- 
fected by  the  restrictive  clause.  It  is  clear  that 
the  General  Government  possessed  the  power,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  to  restrict  the  "  importation" 
of  slaves  from  abroad,  either  as  in^^ident  to  their 
general  powers,  or  to  the  particular  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  with  foreign  nations.  It  is,  in  my 
opinion,  equally  clear  that  they  also  possessed  the 
power  of  prohibiting  the  migration  offoreign  free- 
men, under  particular  circumstances.  It  has  been 
already  shown  that  all  our  intercourse  with  foreign 
nations  is  peculiarly  under  the  control  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  to  which  the  right  of  regulating 
or  preventing  foreign  emigration  is  necessarily  in- 
cident ;  if  it  were  otherwise,  any  single  State,  by 
opening  its  ports  to  foreign  emigration,  might  let 
in  a  population  to  any  extent,  and  against  the  evi- 
dent policy  and  interests  of  all  the  omers.  At  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution,  however,  the  States 
being  in  their  infancy,  it  was  their  policy  to  en- 
courage emimtion  from  abroad,  and,  as  its  inter- 
ruption has  oeen  one  of  the  causes  of  complaint 
against  the  British  Government,'  it  was  natural 
that  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Government  should 
be  placed  under  some  restraint  in  this  respect. 

The  year  1808,  was,  I  imagine,  agreed  upon,  in 
consequence  of  the  compromise  upon  the  other 
point.  A  consideration  of  the  object  of  the  com- 
promise will  leave  no  room  for  doubt.  It  related 
to  the  increase  of  population,  either  of  firemen  or 
slaves,  from  abroad.  The  Constitution  had  pro- 
vided, that  three-fifths  of  the  slave  population 
should  be  enumerated  in  the  ratio  of  representa- 
tion, which  would  have  been  constantlv  augment- 
ing, by  the  importation  from  abroad,  beyond  the 
natural  increase  of  this  species  of  population,  and 
it  became,  therefore,  a  matter  of  compromise,  upon 
the  mere  point  of  time,  for  which  the  importation 
should  be  tolerated.  But  this  concession  cotild 
not  have  been  made  without  a  similar  license  to 
the  emigration  of  free  persons  in  fhvor  of  the 
northern  and  non-slaveholding  States,  and  thus 
the  affair  was  adjusted  by  allowing  the  same  pe- 
riod to  each.  The  essence  of  this  compromise  oe- 
ing  entirely  an  affiiir  of  time,  leaves  no  doubt  as  to 
its  meaning.    It  was  to  prevent  the  premature  as- 


cendency in  the  South,  by  an  undue  increase  of 
this  population,  an  object  which  would  have  been 
as  effectually  promoted  by  the  dispersion  of  the 
slaves  among  the  other  States,  as  by  inhibitmg 
their  introduction  from  abroad,  lor,  in  case  of  their 
diffusion,  the  North  would  acquire  their  share  of 
the  numbers,  and  so  the  representation  would  be 
equalized. 

That  this  dause  had  no  sort  of  reference  to  a 
power  to  prevent  the  removal  of  slaves  from  State 
to  State  is  further  evident,  from  the  important  con- 
sideration that,  previous  tothe  adoption  of  the  Con- 
stitution, each  State  itself  possessed  the  undoubted 
authority  to  prohibit  the  bringing  of  slaves  from 
any  other  State.  It  is,  therdbre,  extremely  im- 
probable that,  with  all  the  jealousy  and  hostility 
of  the  Northern  States  upon  this  subject,  they 
should  have  called  in  the  aid  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  accomplish  what  they  could  do  with- 
out it,  and  thus  weaken  their  own  power,  by  con- 
fiding it  to  councils  who  had  an  interest  in  encour- 
a^ng  what  they  desired  to  abolish.  It  is  impos- 
sible, sir,  to  resist  this  construction,  when  in  aid 
of  it,  are  arrayed  the  acts  and  practice  of  all  the 
States,  from  the  establishment  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment up  to  the  present  day.  Sir,  it  is  a  power 
which  can  be  safely  exerted  only  by  the  individual 
States  theihselves;  they  never  will,  and  never 
ought  to  submit  to  its  exercise  by  the  General 
Grovemment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  having  consumed  so  much  of 
the  time  of  the  Committee  in  the  Constitutional 
question,  I  have  not  the  power,  if  I  possessed  the 
inclination,  to  etiter  into  a  consideration  of  the 
expediency  of  this  amendment  It  is  sufficient  for 
me  to  know  that  the  Constitution  forbids  me  to 
adopt  it,  though  I  am  free  to  acknowled^  that  the 
establishment  of  a  precedent  for  interfering  in  the 
formation  of  State  constitutions  is  of  a  very  dan- 
gerous character.  But  surely,  sir,  our  right  ouffht 
to  be  very  clear,  before  we  pursue  it  in  a  case  uke 
the  present.  It  involves  consequences  of  too  seri- 
ous a  nature  to  be  hazarded  upon  a  doubtfbl  pow^. 
It  is  worse  than  an  attempt  to  legislate  in  a  c&se 
in  which  your  power  was  amuguous,  and  in 
which  your  authority  could  be  examined,  and  sus- 
tained, or  overruled,  by  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
the  nation,  which  are  the  common  arbiters  of  us 
all.  It  forces  an  odious  measure  upon  an  unwil- 
ling people,  in  a  form  which  leaves  them  no  redress 
in  any  pMicific  course.  If  they  do  not  tamely  sub- 
mit to  the  restriction,  you  must  either  ignomini- 
ously  abandon  or  impose  it  by  force.  Impose  it, 
sir!  No.  But  make  the  hazardous  attempt  to 
enforce  its  imposition.  I  will  not  enumerate  the 
eff^ts  of  such  a  conflict  I  pray  Heaven  it  may 
never  happen ;  but  I  will  say  that,  in  my  opinion, 
the  object  is  not  worth  the  conflict. 

Sir,  I  invite  gentlemen  to  look  at  the  present 
state  of  the  public  councils,  and  consider  whether 
they  do  not  hazard  their  whole  object  by  persist- 
ing in  a  measure  so  repugnant  to  the  ardent  feel- 
ings of  at  least  one  moiety  of  this  Ehnpire,  and  so 
much  opposed  to  the  Constitutional  views  of  many 
of  the  mends  of  the  avowed  policy.  It  is  a  con- 
sideration to  which  a  statesman  is  bound  to  look. 
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If  actuated  by  motives  of  humanity  and  the  public 
peace,  he  would  be  criminal  to  disregard  it.  We 
see  it  ascertained,  beyond  doubt,  that  the  Senate 
will  not  consent  to  this  restriction ;  and  that,  if 
we  persist  in  it,  they  will  not  unite,  even  in  any 
Territorial  regulation.  The  introduction  of  slaves 
into  the  Western  country  will  remain  free.  Those 
who  desire  to  send  this  property  there  for  sale  will 
be  stimulated  to  do  so  without  delay ;  the  market 
there  will  rise  in  apprehension  of  the  future  acts 
of  Cong[ress ;  dealers  and  settlers  will  take  advan- 
tage of  It  J  and  thus  slav.ery  will  become  too  deeply 
rooted  to  yield  to  any  means  of  extirpation  which 
future  councils  may  employ.  In  the  meantime, 
too,  public  excitement  increases;  evil  men  seize 
upon  the  occasion  to  promote  their  designs ;  local 
prejudices  spring  up;  and  the  spirit  of  jealousy 
and  discord  is  raised  in  all  parts  of  the  country, 
isvhich  they  who  engender  will  be  wholly  unable 
to  allay  or  direct.  But  if,  consulting  the  present 
state  of  things,  gentlemen  will  yield  something  to 
a  spirit  of  harmony  and  mutual  interests,  we  may 
now  put  this  unpleasant  subject  to  sleep  forever. 
The  people  of  Missouri  will  enter  the  Union  with 
their  rights  unimpaired,  and  their  feeling  undis- 
turbed ;  devoted  to  your  institutions,  and  inspired 
.with  full  confidence  in  your  justice  and  generos- 
ity. The  territorial  soil  will  then  be  unpolluted 
with  slavery.  Its  introduction  in  regard  to  that 
being  prohibited,  much  the  largest  portion  of  the 
Western  world  will  be  peopled  by  a  population 
unfriendly  to  slavery;  and  when  they  come  to  frame 
J^eir  State  constitutions,  preparatory  to  their  fu- 
.^Vire  admission  into  the  Union,  they  will  volun- 
tarily form  them  in  conformity  with  their  habits 
and  principles.  For,  I  desire  to  be  understood  as 
d^nyin^  the  authority  of  Congress  to  make  any 
regulation  for  a  Territory,  which  can  be  binding 
upon  the  people  against  their  consent,  when  they 
CPme  to  make  their  constitution,  and  after  their 
admission  into  the  Union.  I  sanctify  no  irreyoca- 
ble  ordinances;  but  their  Territorial  regulations 
.will  accomplish  the  object,  by  creating  a  popula- 
tion whose  mterests  it  will  be  voluntarily  to  adopt 
the  restriction.  In  this  way,  too,  Missouri  will 
he  seated  in  the  midst  of  non-slaveholding  States, 
and  the  force  of  public  sentiment  will  soon  lead  to 
the  emancipation  of  her  present  slave  population. 
;For  the  accomplishment  of  all  these  objects,  gen- 
tlfsmen  are  called  upon  merely  to  abstain  from  the 
japsi^qaption  of  a  doubtful  power  over  a  resisting 
people. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  Union  of  these  States  is  the 
.production  of  the  spirit  of  harmony  and  compro- 
mise. Do  we  remember  how  much  our  fathers 
,  .^u^r^^ered  to  coj;npose,  and  shall  we  refuse  to 
surrender  any  thing  to  preserve  it  ?  It  was  founded 
in  common  confidence  and  for  common  benefits ; 
it  ji^i^st  be  cherished  by  a  common  affection  and 
4prl^earance,  or  it  ^ill  scarcely  survive  the  hands 
.wj^ioh  planted  it.  The  founders  of  this  Union 
liad  their  own  advantage  and  the  wel&re  of  their 
children  to  recommend  its  adoption ;  we  have  our 
interests,  the  welfare  of  our  posterity,  and  the  duty 
we  owe  to  those  who  transmitted  it  to  us  to  per- 
j>e^te  its  blessings.    Shall  it  be  said  that  we  wiU 


not  sacrifice  one  prejudice  on  the  altar  of  the 
Union  for  its  preservation,  when  they  ofCered  up 
thou^auds  to  rear  it  ?  They  not  only  tolerated  the 
existing  slavery,  but,  in  the  spirit  ot  mutual  com- 
promise, consented  to  its  augmentation  from  abroad 
for  twenty  years !  We  are  only  required  to  leave 
undisturbed  that  which  they  entailed  upon  us;  n^y, 
sir,  we  are  merely  required  to  abstam  from  en- 
croaching upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  and,  in 
doing  so,  multiply  the  chances  of  emaucipatioo, 
and  meliorate  the  condition  of  the  slave. 

Sir,  if  the  cause  of  this  restriction  i;qNm  the 
people  of  Missouri  is  deaf  to  all  these  considera- 
tions, and  stubbornly  sacrifices  all  rather  than 
yield  a  part,  I  pronounce  it  an  unholy  and  an  un- 
profitable cause.  It  carries  no  peace  to  the  ixMom 
of  the  enslaved  African  now  on  your  shores;  it 
neither  casts  off  his  fetters  nor  lightens  his  bar- 
den.  Pass  this  restriction,  and  his  chains  are  lir- 
etted  as  tight  as  ever ;  his  doom  is  fixed  as  iireTo- 
cably;  jiay,  more  so  than  before.  It  may  senre, 
however,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  foment  political  cabals, 
and  promote  the  unhallowed  views  of  the  ambi- 
tious and  designing.  I  do  not  say  that  .such  was 
its  abject  in  its  origin;  I  am  sure  it  was  not; 
and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  gentleman  on 
this  floor  who  could  be  the  tool  in  such  an  in- 
trigue. But  may  there  not  be  men  out  of  this 
House  who  would  avail  themselves  of  such  a  slate 
of  public  excitement  to  accomplish  the  poasession 
of  power?  Sir,  may  there  not  be  men  out  of  this 
House  who  are  now  adding  to  the  impetus  which 
this  subject  has  received  for  such  a  purpose.  Gen- 
tlemen will  remember  that  the  objects  of  an  ambi- 
tious man  are  generally  more  than  half  accom- 
plished bei'ore  he  is  willmg  to  avow  them.  I  will 
not  say  that  there  are  such,  but  I  will  say,  if  there 
are,  they  are  unworthy  of  any  public  trust  in  this 
nation.  Nor,  sir,  will  they  have  much  leastm  to 
rejoice  in  their  triiunph  should  they  be  saccessfiiL 
No  political  power  can  be  permaneat  in  this  coiui' 
try  which  shall  be  founded  on  local  jealousy  ^aad 
geographical  distinction.  Public  honors,  to. he 
durable,  must  be  won  by  public  services  and  d^ 
tinguished  merit;  they  must  be  sought  through 
the  affectionate  confidence  of  a  virtuous  and  intef- 
ligent  community ;  they  must  be  the  oflspnng  of 
public  gratitude  for  public  worth.  Power  ^c- 
^uired  in  anv  other  way  will  not  be  worth  poaaos 
sing.  He  wno  acquires  it  by  these  diTisioiis .  and 
distinctions  will  not  lie  upon  a  bed  of  roses ;  his 
honors  will  be  worn  by  a  fretful  if  not  a  criminal 
brow,  and  in  the  midst  of  a  discontented  and  dis- 
tracted empire.  He  will  come  to  the  councils  af 
a  people  disordered  by  intestine  feuds,  with  ML- 
in^s  embittered  by  the  recollection  of  domestic 
strife;  his  triumph  would  be  as  evanescent asuft- 
comfortable.  I  repeat  it,  sir.  that  it  will  be  jfell 
for  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  there  are  not 
men  who  will  not  take  advtuitage  of  the  present 
agitation  to  engender  all  this  mischief.  Sir.  if 
there  should  be  one  such,  it  is  our  duty  to  defeat 
his  oQ^chitvitions ;  he  is  unworthy  our  cotiSdeBct ; 
sir,  he  sits  a  cormoiant  in  the  tree  of  life, 

« dansing  dcMlh 

To  (tan  wlio  Jif  e." 
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When  Mr«  McLame  had  concluded — 

Mr.  CuLY  (Speaker)  rose  and  expressed  a  wish 

to  address  the  Committee  on  tlie  highly  important 

question  before  it;  but  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
,  prevented  his  askmg  its  attention  this  afternoon ; 

and  he  therefore  moved  that  the  Committee  rise. 
The  Committee  then  rose,  and  obtained  leave 

to  sit  again. 

Tuesday,  February  8. 

The  Sp£ak£R  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  of  the  persons  appointed  to 
•  publish  the  acts,  resolutions,  and  treaties,  passed 
and  ratified  during  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
Congresses,  and  such  as  may  be  passed  and  ratified 
during  the  present  session,  together  with  the  names 
of  their  respective  news^pers,  and  the  places 
where  they  are  printed,  with  the  expense  thereof; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  ha?e  been  referred  the  pe- 
tition and  documents  of  John  McGrew,  Richard 
Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and  Beley  Cheney,  made 
report  thereon,  accompanied  witn  a  bill  tor  their 
relief;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Conunittee  of  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  same  committer  also 
reported  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
ixussioners  for  ascertaining  and  deciding  on  the 
rights  of  persons  claiming  laikb  in  the  £strict  of 
Detroit,  and  to  provide  for  the  adjustment  of  claims 
to  iands  within  the  Territory  of*Michigan ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  xhe  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Amderson,  from  the  Conimittee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
.of  Margaret  Hall,  late  Mar^retMcKenzie,report- 
.ed  a  bill  for  her  relief;  wiuch  was  read  twice,and 
committ^toa  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Lowndes,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
i  Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Message 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  of  the  24th 
of  December  last,  recommeadiuff  to  the  consid- 
I  «cation  of  Congress  the  case  of  Sie  Danish  brig- 
Antine  Henrickand  her  carj^o,  made  report  thereon 
adverse  to  the  allowance  ofthe  claim ;  which  was 
leady  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to^norrow. 

Bills  from  the  Senate,  of  the  following  titles,  to 
.wit  ''An  act  to  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on 
the  20th  day  of  April,  1818.  entitled  'An  act  sup- 
^ementary  to  the  act,  entitled  an  act  to  regulate 
the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,' 
j^assed  the  second  day  of  March,  1799,"  and  'QiQ 
iaot  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statute  of  George 
Washington,"  were  severally  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  from  the  Seoate,  entitled  ''An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Jennings  O'Bannon^"  was  read  the 
first  and  second  time,  and  conmutted  to  a  Cob^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  H.  Nbl0on  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  which  he  moved  yesterday,  to  dis- 
pense with  all  other  business  pending  the  question 
joo.  the  admission  of  Missouri  mtothe  Union ;  and 


proceeded  to  sunport  this  course  by  some  remarks 
on  the  magnitude  of  this  question,  pregnant,  as  he 
believed,  with  the  fate  of  the  Union,  and  the  issue 
of  which  the  people,  of  the  South  and  West,  par- 
ticularly, awaited  with  the  deepest  anxiety ;  but, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  ordered,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Taylor,  on  the  question  of  considering  the  res- 
olution-^ 

Mr.  Nelson  rose  and  withdrew  the  resolution, 
with  the  avowal  that  he  would  offer  it  on  to-mor- 
row— not  wishing  at  present  to  prevent  the  House 
from  resuming  the  immediate  consideration  of 
the  Missouri  question,  for  which  it  appeared  pre- 
pared. 

MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Comanittee  of  the 
Whole,  on  this  bill — the  restrictive  amendment 
being  still  under  consideration. 

Mr.  Clay  (Speaker)  rose  and  addressed  the 
Committee  nearly  four  hours  against  the  right  and 
expediency  of  the  proposed  restriction. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Sergeant  (who,  according  to  the  usage,  has  pri- 
ority of  claim  to  the  floor  to-morrow ;)  and  the 
House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  9. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  authorizing  the  federal  courts,  for  the 
Ohio  district,  to  hold  their  future  sessions  at  Co- 
lumbus, the  seat  of  government,  instead  of  Chili- 
cothe. 

Mr.  Herrick  submitted  the  follorwipg  resolu- 
tion, viz : 

.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  CanaU 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
hy  Itw  for  the  tppointment  of  Commissioner*  to  viev» 
survey,  and  mark  a  road,  as  a  continuation  of  the 
national  road,  from  Wheeling  to  the  seat  of  government 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  thence  to  the  contemplated  seat 
of  government  of  the  State  of  IHinoit,  and  thence  to 
St.  Charles,  on  the  Missonri,  on  the  nearest  atid  best 
ground. 

Rtsohed,  That  the  Committee  on  the' Public  Lands 
be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding by  law  for  the  survey  ofthe  pnblbiandt  through 
which  the  said  road  SMy  pMs,  and  authorixe  tho  appio- 
priation  of  the  proeeeds  arising  from  the  sale  «f  :eaah 
unappropriated  section  throogh  wbkkife«Hgr|iaia,.to 
the4»peniBg  and  improring  of  the  mm%* 

The  question  was  then  stated.  **  Will  the  House 
now  proceed  to  consider  the  said  resolution  V  and, 
being  put,  it  was  determined  in  thencsgative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit : 

An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  Slates  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania;  An  act  conflrming  Anthony 
Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract 
of  land :  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S*  De- 
lisle,  Bdward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef ; 
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in  which  IhUs  they  ask  th«  coneurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  H,  Nelson  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  on  Monday,  in  sub- 
stance to  suspend  all  other  business  of  the  House, 
pending  the  consideration  of  the  question  (now 
under  discussion)  concerning  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  with  or  without  restriction— 
but  the  House  refused,  by  a  large  majority,  to  con- 
sider the  resolution. 

SLAVERt  IN  THE  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  the  following  resolutions, 
viz: 

Eesolved,  bv  the  SenaU  and  House  of  Repretenta' 
Uvea  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
smsemhkA,  That  there  f  hall  be  neither  davery  nor  in- 
'vohmtary  servitode  in  any  of  the  territories  of -the 
United  Statea,  otherwise  than  in  the  panishment  of 
primes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  convict* 
ed  :  Provided^  That  this  shall  not  be  construed  to  alter 
the  condition  or  civil  rights  of  any  person  now  held 
to  service  or  labor  in  the  said  territories. 

Resolved,  That  it  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  recommended 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  several  territories  of  the  United 
States,  that,  for  the  purpose  of  effectually  preventing 
the  farther  extension  of  slavery,  each  territory,  when 
anthorized  by  Congress  to  form  a  constitution  and 
State  government,  shall,  by  express  provision  in  their 
constitution,  prohibit  involuntary  servitude  or  slavery, 
otherwise  than  in  tbe  punishment  of  crimes. 

Mr.  Nelson^  of  Virginia,  moved  that  the  reso- 
lution be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  theWhol^ 
which  was  now  considering  the  Missouri  bill.  It 
was  entitled  to  serious  consideration,  as  it  affected 
the  important  question  now  under  discussion.  He 
conceived  this  not  the  proper  mode  of  bringing  up 
the  question  ;  it  should  be  in  the  usual  form  of  an 
act,  which  should  go  through  the  several  forms, 
while,  as  a  resolution,  introduced  to-day  to  be  de- 
cided to-morrow,  it  would  not  affora  an  oppor- 
tunity for  discussing  its  merits. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  in  support  of  his  resolutions, 
that  it  was  well  known  to  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  decided,  (on  the  2d  day  of  February,)  bv  a 
majority  of  almost  two-thirds  of  that  body,  tnat 
the  proposed  restriction  should  not  be  inserted 
in  the  "  bill  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union  ^"  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives have  already  consumed  two  weeks  in 
discussinff  the  same  question ;  that  further  discus- 
naa  would  he  a  useless  waste  of  time  and  money, 
as  the  expenses  of  Congress  exceeded  $2,000  per 
day ;  that  no  possible  ^ood  could  result  from  the 
discussion ;  that  Constitutional  doubts  on  the  sub- 
iect  were  insuperable.  He  further  remarked,  that 
his  object  in  proposing  the  resolutions  was  to  pre- 
vent a  further  discussion,  to  relieve  the  subject  from 
Constitutional  doubts,  and  to  afford  the  friends  of 
restriction  an  opportunity  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery  in  all  the  territories  over  which 
Congress  had  an  undoubted  right  to  legislate,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  would  more  effectually  jjre- 
vent  the  extension  of  slavery  than  the  restriction 
proposed  in  the  bill,  because,  if  slaves  were  exclu- 
ded during  the  settlement  oi  a  territory,  it  would 
never  be  permitted  when  the  territory  should  become 


a  State,  and  instanced  particularly  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois ;  and  closed  his  remarks  by  obsenrine, 
no  man  detests  slavery  more  than  I  do;  few  of  tie 
members  of  this  House,  and  perhaps  not  one,  have 
seen  slavery  in  its  most  hideous  forms.  I,  sir,  hate 
seen  the  miserable  Africans  on  board  the  sUre 
ship,  and  landed,  and  sold  in  market  like  beasts, 
and  cruelly  lacerated  by  their  inhuman  negro 
drivers, in  the  West  Indies;  and, sir, no  gentlemaa 
would  go  further  to  prevent  the  inhuman  traffic, 
or  the  extension  of  the  evil,  if  I  could  believe  Con- 
gress possessed  the  power ;  but,  sir,  we  should  re- 
member. Our  power  is  deleg;ated  power;  and  if 
the  Constitution  does  not  give  us  this  power,  we 
do  not  possess  it. 

Mr.  Khba  hoped  the  resolutions  would  be  hii 
on  the  table  until  the  great  question  now  before  tk 
Committee  should  be  decided.  Gentlemen  were 
determined  to  discuss  it,  and  decide  upon  it;  and 
he  hoped  no  proposition  would  be  received  to  in- 
terfere with  that  discussion.  Mr.  R.'s  motion  lo 
lay  the  resolutions  on  the  table  prevailed;  and 
they  were  laid  On  the  table  accordingly. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resumed,  in  Committee  of  tke 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  and  tbe  re- 
strictive amendment  proposed  thereto. 

Mr.  Sergeant,  of  Pennsylvania,  addressed  the 
Chair  as  follows:  The  important  question  now 
before  the  Committee  has  already  engaged  the  bea 
talents  and  commanded  the  deepest  attention  of 
the  nation.  What  the  people  strongly  feel,  it  is 
natural  that  they  should  frmy  express;  and  whe- 
ther this  is  done  b)r  pamphlets  and  essays,  by  the 
resolutions  of  meetings  of  citizens,  or  by  the  votes 
of  State  Legislatures,  it  is  equally  legitimate^  and 
entitled  to  respect  as  the  voice  of  the  puUie  npon 
a  great  and  interesting  public  measure.  The  free 
expression  of  opinion  is  one  of  the  rights  guaian- 
tied  by  the  Constitution,  and,  in  a  Government 
like  ours,  it  is  an  invaluable  right.  It  has  not, 
therefore,  been  without  some  surprise  and  conceni 
that  I  have  heard  it  complained  of,  and  even  cen- 
sured^ in  this  debate.  One  member  suggests  to  ns 
that,  m  the  excitement  which  prevails,  ne  decerns 
the  efforts  of  what  he  has  termed  an  "expiring 
party,"  aiming  to  re-establbh  itsdf  in  die  poeses- 
sion  of  power,  and  has  spoken  of  a  "juggler  be- 
hind the  scene."  He  surely  has  not  reflected  npoB 
the  magnitude  of  the  principle  contended  for,  or 
he  would  have  perceived  at  once  the  utter  insig- 
nificance of  all  objects  of  factious  and  party  con- 
test when  compared  with  the  mighty  mterests  i; 
involves.  It  concerns  ages  to  come,  and  millioB 
to  be  born.  We,  wbo  are  here,  our  disaenskK 
and  conflicts,  are  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  n 
the  comparison ;  and  I  oannot  well  conceive  th^ 
any  man  who  is  capable  of  raising  his  view  t 
the  elevation  of  this  crreat  question  could  saddeol} 
bring  it  down  to  the  Tow  and  paltry  consideratks 
of  party  interests  and  party  motives. 

Another  memb«",  (Mr.  McLane,)  taking  indeed 
a  more  liberal  ground,  has  warned  us  against  fs^ 
bitious  and  designing  men,  who,  he  thinks,  will 
always  be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  occasions 
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of  pl»pular  excitement,  to  mount  into  power  tipon 
the  niin  of  our  Goyernment,  and  the  destruction 
of  our  liberties.  Sir,  I  am  not  afraid  of  what  is 
called  popular  excitement — all  history  teaches  us 
that  revolutions  are  not  the  work  of  men,  but  of 
time  and  circumstances,'  and  a  long  train  of  pre- 
paration. Men  do  not  produce  them;  they  are 
tnrought  on  by  corrtiption ,  they  are  generated  in 
the  qmtt  and  stillness  of  apathy,  and  to  my  mind 
nothmg  could  present  a  more  frightful  indication 
than  public  indifference  to  such  a  question  as  this. 
It  is  not  by  vigotously  maintaining  ^reat  moral 
and  political  princitdes,  in  their  purity,  that  we 
incur  the  danger.  If  gentlemen  are  sincerely  de- 
sifous  to  perpetuate  the  blessings  of  that  free  Con- 
stitution under  which  we  liye,  I  would  adrise 
them  to  apply  their  exertions  to  the  preserratlon 
of  public  and  private  virtue,  upon  which  its  ex- 
iatence,  I  had  almost  said,  entirely  depends.  As 
long  as  this  b  nreserved  we  have  nothing  to  fear. 
When  this  shall  be  lost ;  when  luxury,  and  vice, 
and  corruption^  shall  have  usurped  its  place,  then, 
indeed,  a  Qovemm^nt  restine  upon  the  people  for 
Its  support  must  totter  and  decay,  or  yield  to  the 
designs  of  ambitious  and  aspiring  men. 

Another  member,  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
Committee  lately  listened  with  ^o  much  attention, 
(Mr. Clay,)  after  depicting  forcibly  and  eloquently 
what  he  deemed  the  probable  consequences  of  the 
OTopoeed  amendment,  appealed,  emphatically^,  to 
Pennsylvania,  "  the  unambitious  Pennsylvania — 
the  keystone  of  the  federal  arch" — ^whether  she 
would  concur  in  a  measure  calculated  to  disturb 
the  peace  of  the  Union.  Sir,  this  was  a  single 
arch;  it  is  rapidly  becoming  a  combination  of 
arches,  and  where  the  centre  now  is,  whether  in 
Kentucky  or  Pennsylvania,  or  where,  at  any  given 
time  it  will  be,  mi^ht  be  very  difficult  to  tell. 
Pennsylvania  may  indeed  be  styled  "unambi- 
tious," for  she  has. not  been  anxious  for  what  are 
commonly  deemed  honors  and  distinctions,  nor 
to  display  her  weight  and  importance  in  the 
rs  of  the  nation.  She  has,  never theless^  felt, 
and  still  does  feel,  her  responsibility  to  the  Union, 
and  under  a  just  sense  of  her  duty  has  always  been 
Aiithful  to  its  interests,  under  every  vicissitude  and 
in  every  exigency.  But,  Pennsylvania  feels  also 
a  hiffh  responsibility  to  a  great  moral  principle, 
whicn  she  has  long  ago  adopted,  with  the  most 
impressive  solemnity,  for  the  rule  of  her  own  con- 
duct, and  which  she  stands  bound  to  assert  and 
maintain,  wherever  her  influence  and  power  can  be 
•Implied,  without  injury  to  the  just  rights  of  her 
swter  States. 

It  is  this  principle,  and  this  alone,  that  now 
goTcrns  her  conduet.  She  holds  it  too  sacred  to 
floffer  it  to  be  debased  by  association  with  any 
party  or  factious  views,  and  she  will  pursue  it  witn 
the  singleness  of  heart,  and  with  the  firm  but  un* 
ofiending  temper  whicti  belong  to  a  conscientious 
discharge  of  duty,  and  which,  I  hope  I  may  say, 
bave  characterized  her  conduct  in  all  her  relations. 
If  any  one  desires  to  know  what  this  principle  is, 
he  thaU  hear  it  in  the  language  of  Pennsylvania 
herself,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  her  act  of 
abolition  passed  in  the  year  1780.    I  read  it  not 


without  some  feelings  of  sincere  satisfaction,  as 
abridged  by  a  foreign  writer,  with  his  introductory 
remark.  (22  Belsham  23,  Memoirs  of  George  III.; 
<*It  aflbrds  a  grateful  relief  from  the  sensations 
which  oppress  the  mind,  in  listening  to  the  tale  of 
human  folly  and  wretchedness,  to  revert  to  an  act  of 
the  most  exalted  philanthropy  passed  about  this  pe- 
riod by  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  the  foHow- 
iog  purport :  '  When  we  contemphtte  our  abhor- 
renee  of  that  condition  to  whieh  the  arms  and  tyranny 
of  Great  Britain  were  exerted  to  reduce  os;  when 
we  look  back  on  the  variety  of  dangers  to  which  we 
have  been  exposed,  and  dehyerances  wrought ;  When 
even  hope  and  fortitude  have  become  unequal  to  the 
contest,  we  conceive  it  to  be  our  duty,  and  rc^ice 
that  it  is  in  our  power,  to  extend  a  portion  of  that 
freedom,  to  others  which  has  been  extended  to  us,  to 
add  one  more  step  to  universal  civilization,  by  remov- 
ing, as  much  as  nossihle,  the  sorrows  of  those  who 
have  lived  in  undeserved  bondage.  Weaned  by  a 
long  course  of  experience  from  those  narrow  preju- 
dices and  partialities  we  had  imbibed,  we  conceive 
ourselves,  at  this  particular  period,  called  upon,  by 
the  blessings  we  have  received,  to  manifest  the  sin- 
cerity of  our  profession.  In  justice,  therefore,  to  per- 
sons who  having  no  prospect  before  them  whereon 
they  may  rest  their  sorrows  and  their  hopes,  have  no 
reasonable  inducement  to  render  that  service  to  society 
which  otherwise  ihey  might,  and  also  in  grateful  com- 
memorotion  of  our  own  happy  deliverance  from  that 
state  of  unconditional  submission  to  which  we  were 
doomed  by  the  tyranny  of  Britain :  Be  it  enacted. 
That  no  child  born  hereafter  shall  be  a  slave,  it/c*' 

In  this  manner  did  Pennsylvania  express  her 
thankfulness  for  the  deliverance  that  had  been 
wrought  for  her,  and  I  am  confident  that  she  will 
never  incur  the  sin  and  the  danger  of  ingratitude. 
Steadfastly  as  Pennsylvania  holds  to  the  posi- 
tion here  taxen,  she  will  not  officiously  obtrade 
her  opinions  upon  her  sister  States.  One  of  the 
grounds  of  her  rejoicing,  and  one  of  the  causes  of 
her  gratitude,  was,  that  "  She  had  it  in  her  power 
to  abolish  slavery."  She  will  not,  in  this  respect, 
presume  to  judge  for  others,  though  she  will  re- 
joice if  they  should  have  the  power,  and  feel  the 
inclination.  But,  whenever  the  question  presents 
itself,  in  a  case  were  she  has  a  ri^ht  to  judge,  I 
trust  she  will  be  true  to  her  own  principles,  and  do 
her  duty.  Such  I  take  to  be  the  case  How  before 
the  Committee. 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  for  consider- 
ation three  questions— that  of  the  Constitutional 
power  of  Congress,  that  which  arises  out  of  the 
treaty  of  cession,  and^  finally,  that  which  is  termed 
the  question  of  expediency.  I  beg  the  indulgence 
of  the  Committee  while  I  endeavor  to  examine 
them  in  the  order  stated. 

1.  We  are  about  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a  new 
State,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  to  admit  that 
State  into  the  Union.  The  proposition  contained 
in  the  an^endment  is,  in  substance,  to  enter  iaco  a 
compact  with  the  new  State,  at  her  fbrmation, 
which  shall  establish  a  fundamental  piiaciple  of 
her  government,  not  to  be  changed  withcmt  the 
consent  of  both  parties.  And  this  principle  is^ 
IhoEt  every  human  Mn^  bom  of  hereafter  \mnLghit  wtfft- 
in  the  StaU  ehaU  he  fiie. 
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The  only  questions  under  "the  Constitution  seem 
to  me  to  be,  whether  the  parties  are  competent  to 
make  a  compact,  and,  whether  they  can  make  such 
a  compact  7  If  they  cannot,  it  must  be  either  for 
want  of  power  in  the  parties  to  contract,  or  from  j 
the  nature  of  the  subject. 

It  cannot,  at  this  time  of  day,  be  denied  that  the  1 
United  States  have  power  to  contract  with  a  State,  j 
nor  that  a  State  has  power  to  contract  with  the  | 
United  States.     It  has  been  the  uniform  and  un-  j 
disputed  practice,  both  before  and  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.      There  are  numerous 
instances  of  cessions  of  territory,  or  claims  to  ter- 
ritory, by  States,  to  the  Union.    By  New  York,  in 
1781 ;  by  Virginia,  in  1784,  and  in  1788;  bv  Mas- 
sachusetts, in  1785;  by  Connecticut,  in  1786;  by 
South  Carolina,  in  1787;  by  "North  Carolina,  in 
1790 ;  and  by  Georgia,  in  1802.     The  last  men- 
tioned cession  is  the  more  remarkable  because  it 
was  made  by  a  formal  agreement  between  the  Uni- 
ted  States  and  Georgia,  in  which  the  stipulations 
on  each  side  are  stated  in  the  same  manner,  and 
with  the  like  solemnity,  as  in  contracts  between 
individuals.     No  doubt  they  were  considered,  and 
really  are,  of  equal  efficacy. 

There  is  one  instance  of  a  cession  of  territory 
by  the  United  States  to  a  State,  that  to  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  September,  1778 ;  in  which,  also,  there 
are  mutual  stipulations. 

Each  of  these  instances  is  a  case  of  mutual  com- 
pact, by  which  there  was  a  surrender  of  a  portion 
of  power  and  sovereignty,  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
spective States.  By  which,  too,  there  were  terms 
•mutually  agreed  upon.  The  most  striking  is  that 
from  Virginia,  which  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  iiereauier,  and  that  from  Georgia,  because  they 
both  contain  conditions  operating  as  a  restraint 
upon  the  legislative  authority  of  the  United  States, 
bmding  and  adhering  to  the  ceded  territory,  and 
fixing  the  terms  and  conditions  of  its  future  gov- 
ernment. So,  when  the  United  States,  soon  after 
the  State  of  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union, 
enlarged  the  territory  of  that  State  by  a  cession,  it 
was  done  upon  conditions,  which  thenceforth  be- 
came obU^^tory  upon  the  State. 

These  mstances  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
United  States  and  a  State  are  competent  to  make 
a  binding  c<»npact.  Indeed,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  one  should  doubt  it.  The  States  have  capacity 
to  contract  with  each  other,  so  far  as  they  arc  not 
restrained  by  the  Constitution.  In  1785  a  com- 
pact was  made  between  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia. There  was  a  compact  between  Pennsylva- 
nia ^nd  New  Jersey,  and  between  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia.  The  only  ^cestraint  in  the  Conttitu- 
tion  particle  first,  section  ten,  clause  two,)  is  that 
wkicn  prohibits  States  from  entering  into  any 
^  agreement  or  compact  with  each  other,  or  with  a 
foreign  Power,  without  the  consent  of  Congress ; 
aad  this  prohibition,  from  its  very  nature,  admits 
4hat  t^y  mav  enter  into  such  compacts  or  agree- 
fiaents  with  toe  United  States. 

Tlie  States  have  a  capacity  to  contact  even 

•with  individuals,  and,  in  so  doing,  to  part  with  a 

.portion  of  tkek  k^gislative  power.    This  ia  the  caae 

wherever  a  charter  of  incoipora^on  is  gnated,  by 


which  rights  of  property  become  vested-  Duriaf 
the  period  of  the  charter,  the  subject  ia  beyosd  tb« 
control  of  the  legislative  authority,  which  is  so  far 
suspended  or  extinguished  by  the  ^ranU  The  Uni- 
ted States  have  done  the  same  thing,  and  with  tht 
like  efl'ect. 

If  it  be  competent  to  the  United  States  to  con- 
tract with  an  old  State,  it  seems  to  follo'w,  of  coarse. 
that  it  has  a  competency  to  contract  with  a  new 
one.  The  admission  of  the  State  is  itself  a  com- 
pact, as  the  Constitation  of  the  United  States  was 
a  compact  between  the  existing  States;  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  assign  any  good  reason  why. 
upon  the  admission  of  a  new  State  to  a  particifB- 
tion  in  the  privileges  and  benefits  of  the  Uaioa, 
such  terms  might  not  be  proposed  and  insisted  apoo 
as  the  general  welfare  should  seem  to  require.  As 
the  stipulation,  whatever  it  may  be,  derives  its  bald- 
ing efncacy  from  the  assent  of  the  State,  which  its 
sovereignty,  or  qualified  sovereignty,  enables  it  lo 
give,  a  new  State  is  as  competent  as  an  old  oae. 
Indeed,  the  possession  and  the  exercise  of  this  power 
are  necessary  to  enable  the  United  States  to  exe- 
cute the  contracts  they  may  enter  into  with  aaj 
State  of  the  Union,  upon  receiving  from  it  a  ces- 
sion of  territory,  wherever  such  cession  is  accom- 
panied, as  it  usually  has  been,  with  terms  opoa  the 
part  of  the  ceding  State,  applying  to  aad  inteaded 
to  bind  the  territory  ceded. 

Accordingly,  no  new  State,  unless  formed  oat 
of  an  old  one,  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  but  upon  terms  aCTeed  apon  by  compact, 
and  irrevocable  without  the  consent  of  all  the  par- 
ties. The  States  formed  out  of  the  Northwest 
Territory  (Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,)  have  been 
made  subject,  as  a  fundamental  law  oi  their  gov- 
ernment, to  the  terms  of  the  ordinance  of  1797, 
including  the  very  condition  now  proposad  for 
Missouri.  The  States  of  Mississippi  and  Alaba- 
ma, formed  out  of  the  territory  ooMl  by  Geor- 
gia, have  been  subjected  to  all  the  proTisioiis  of 
the  ordinance,  except  the  one  which  regards  sb- 
very,  and  that  was  expressly  exclnded  by  the 
terms  of  the  cession.  The  state  of  LoaisBana, 
the  only  one  yet  formed  out  of  the  territory  ac- 
quired from  France,  has  been. in  like  muaer  ad- 
mitted upon  terms,  different,  it  is  true^  fram  those 
which  have  been  required  from  the  other  StatK, 
but  still  such  terms  as  Congress  thought  apphaaUe 
to  her  situation,  and  such  as  are  sufficient  to  de- 
monstrate the  extent  of  the  authority  poaaessed  bj 
the  United  States.  Sven  m  the  bdl  now  aader 
consideration^  certain  propositions,  as  ^ley  9st 
styled,  are  ofiered  to  the  free  acceptance  of  Mis- 
souri ;  but,  if  accepted,  they  are  to  be  for  eTer  bind- 
ing upon  her. 

rhus  it  aj^pears  that  a  new  State  mav  eonlnct, 
and  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be  so,  for  hei  own 
sake  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  the  Union.  It  re- 
mains, then,  to  inquire,  whether  the  stipuktian 
proposed  in  the  amendment  is,on  account  of  the  oi- 
ture  of  the  sabject,  soch  a  One  as  it  is  beyond  t^ 
power  of  a  State  to  enter  into  ?  It  has  already  bttn 
remarked,  that  a  State,at  the  moment  of  its-  loma- 
tian,  is  asenthnoly  sovereign,  and  as  capable  of  am- 
kingabindingoontract^asatany  future  period.  The 
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real  question  therefore  is,  whether  it  is  beyond  the 
powci  of  any  State  in  this  Union,  for  any  consid- 
enttion  whatever,  to  bind  itself  by  compact  with  a 
Slate  or  with  the  United  States,  to  prohibit  sk- 
very  within  its  borders  ?  To  suppose  so^  seems  to 
iimate  a  want  of  sorereign  power,  which  could 
oaiy  arise  from  its  bein^  parted  with  by  the  Con* 
stitntion,  and  this  I  think  can  scarcely  be  affirmed. 
Bat  I  do  not  mean  to  anticipate,  as  my  object  at 
pvesent  is  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  Gk>rern- 
mcBt 

In  this  view,  the  ordinance  of  1787,  respectiiVg 
the  Northwest  Territory  and  the  history  of  the 
States  formed  under  it,  are  eminently  deserving ^f 
consideration  and  respect.  This  ordinance  was 
frasMd^opon  great  deliberation.  It  was  intended 
to  lejpilate  th^  government  of  the  Territory ;  to 
pnmde  for  its  division  into  States,  and  for  their 
aAoaission  into  the  Union ;  and  to  establish  certain 
great  principles,  which  should  become  the  fanda* 
iBtntal  law  of  the  States  so  to  be  formed.  In  its 
territOFial  condition,  it  was  subject  to  the  exolu> 
sfve  jurisdiction  of  Congfress,  to  be  exercised  by 
the  ordinary  process  of  legislation.  But  it  was 
one  of  the  terms  of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the 
United  Stales,  that  this  Territ(>ry,  as  it  became 
peopled,  sboilkl  be  divided  into  States,  and  that 
these  Stales  should  be  admitted  into  the  Union, 
'' upon  4in  equal  footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the 
original  States.''  We  shall  now  see  how  the  ful- 
filment of  this  engagement  was  effected.  After 
presiding  for  the  territorial  government,  the  ordi- 
nance proceeds  as  follows:  '^And  for  extending 
'  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious 

*  liberty^  which  form  the  basis  whereon  these  re- 
^  publics,  their  lawp^  and  constitutions  are  erected ; 
^  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles^  as  the  basis 
'  of  all  law%  constitutions,  and  governments^  which 

*  forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said  Ter- 
'  ritofy ;  to  provide,  also^  for  the  establishment  of 
'  States  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 
*•  for  their  admdsnon  to  a  shane  in  the  federal  coun^^ 
'  oiU,  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States, 

<  at  as  early  p^ods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the 
^  g!eiiera\  interests:  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  de- 
'  eJia«d,  that  the  following  articles  shaM  be  con- 

<  sidered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the  origin- 
'  Hal  States  and  the  people  and  States  in  the  said 
'  Tenitory,  and  for*  ever  remain  unalterable,  ua^ 
'  ictt^by  common  consent'^  Then  follow  the  sev- 
eral articles,  of  which  the  sixth  declares.  "  that 
^^Mte  dhaU  be  neither  slavery  nor  in  Voluntary 

*  aarvitude,"  Ac  The  fifth  ardcle  provides,  ex- 
pvessly^  that  *' the  constitution  and  Koveraments 

<  (of  tna  States)  so  to  be  formed  shaH  be  repuUi^ 

<  can,  and  in  conformity  to  the  principle  eon- 

<  taiaed  in  these  articles."  When  the  States  of 
04ilo,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  respectively,  applied 
for  admission,  they  were  admitted  upon  the  ex- 
press condition  that  their  eonstitutions  should  be 
repobboan,  and  in  conformity  to  the  ordinance  of 
1787;  They  assented  to< the  condition,  and  were 
admitted  **  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  origi- 
nal Slates. " 

I  am  aware  that  all  this  has  been  pronouno^, 
raslily  I  thiak^to  bea  usurpations  The tenai  dees 


not  well  apply,  at  this  time  of  day,  after  the  re- 
peated sanction  of  evbry  kind  which  the  ordinance 
has  received.  In  truth,  if  there  be  any  thing  in 
our  legislative  history,  which  is  entitled  to  our  af- 
fection for  the  motives  in  which  it  originated;  to 
our  /veneration  for  the  authority  by  which  it  is  • 
supported;  to  our  respect  for  the  principles  em- 
bodied in  it;  it  b  the  ordinance  of  1787.  But  the 
charge  of  usurpation  is  in  every  sense  inapplicable, 
for  the  efficacy  of  the  contract  arises  from  the  as^ 
sent  of  the  State  to  the  condition  proposed  as  the 
terms  of  her  admission. 

But  this  ordinance  is  entitled  to  still  higher  con- 
sideration. It  was  a  solemn  compact  between  the 
existing  States;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  its 
adoption  had  a  great  influence  in  bringing  about 
the  good  understanding  that  "finally  prevailed^  in 
the  Convention  upon  several  points  which  had 
been  attended  with  the  greatest  difficulty.  It 
passed  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787j  while  the  Con- 
vention that  framed  the  Constitution  was  in  session.- 
Prom  the  minutes  of  that  body,  latdy  pti^lished. 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  two  most  important  and 
difficult  points  to  adjust,  were  those  ot  the  admis- 
sion of  States  and  the  slave  representattdn.  This 
ordinance  finally  adjusted  both  these  matien,'as 
far  as  eonceraed  all  the  Territories  then  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  and  was  therefore  eminently 
calculated  to  quiet  the  minds  of  the  advocates  of 
freedom ;  to  remove  their  objections  to  the  prinei-^ 
pie  of  slave  representation,  and  to  secure  th^ir  as- 
sent to  the  instrument  which  contained  that  prin- 
ciple, by  limiting  its  operation  to  the  existing 
States.  It  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  this  ordi- 
I  nanoe,  unanimously  adopted,  and,  as  it  were,  fill- 
ing an  unchangeaue  basis,  by  common  consent, 
had  a  most  powerful  influence  in  bringing  about 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  a  part  of 
the  ground-work  of  the  Constitution  itself;  one 
of  the  preliminary  measures  upon  which  it  waa 
founded.  Hence  the  unasual^  solemnity  of  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  conceived,  so  different  fifom 
the  ordinary  forms  of  legislation,  and  which  give 
to  it  the  character  of  a  binding  and  irrevocable 
covenant 

Such,  then,  is  the  pow^  that  ha§  <Uwapi  been 
exercised  by  Congress  upon  the  admission  of  new^) 
States  into  the  Union;  and  exereised  without  <lis* 
pute.  Whenee  was  it  derived  ?  It  was  exercised^ 
as  we  have  sera,  immediately  before  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution,  while  that  instnimeM  waa 
under  eonsideration,  and  recognised  immediately 
after,  by  the  act  of  the  first  Congress,  supplemen- 
tary to  the  ordinance.  Nothing  caa  be  more  clear^ 
than  that  if  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  inconsis- 
tent with  the  Constitution,  it  was  repealed  by  that 
instrument  If  the  Convention  had  meant  to  re-^ 
peal  it,  they  would  have  done  so.  It  wnn  directly 
in  their  view,  and  embraced  a  subject  which  waa 
earnestly  and  carefully  treated  by  Aatbody.  And 
yet.  immediately  after,  when  the  same  men  who 
had  framed  the  Constitution,  and  knew  its  inten- 
tion, vrete  many  of  them  members  of  Congress, 
the  supplement  to  the  ordihance  wa»  adopted. 
Thht  was  not  a  time,  you  may  be  assured,  fbr 
sketching  the  federal  power.    The  greatest  jea^ 
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lousy  prevailed,  and  the  friends  of  the  Constitu- 
tion were  obliged  to  observe  the  utmost  caution, 
while  it  was  slowly  winning  its  way  to  the  public 
favor  ;  refuting  the  suggestions  of  its  enemies,  and 
settling  down  gradually,  but  firmly,  upon  the  solid 
foundation  of  ascertained  public  benefit. 

In  what  part  of  the  Constitution  is  this  power 
conferred  ?  It  is  conferred  by  that  provision  which 
authorizes  Congress  to  admit  new  States  into  the 
Union,  and  to  me  it  seems  perfectly  plain,  that  we 
need  look  no  further  for  it.  There  are  other  parts 
of  the  Constitution  which  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  question,  because  they  apply  to  the  subject 
upon  which  it  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  the  power, 
and  may  very  well  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  illus- 
tration or  of  argument.  This  use  of  them  affords 
no  just  occasion  for  the  remark,  which  has  been 
so  triumphantly  made,  that  the  friends  of  the  re- 
striction differ  among  themselves,  as  to  the  part  of 
the  Constitution  from  which  the  power  to  impose 
it  is  derived.  They  do  not  differ.  But,  (as  upon 
every  other  question  of  Constitutional  power)  they 
naturally  resort  for  information  to  all  tfie  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  which  have  relation  to 
the  matter  in  discussion. 

The  general  power  to  admit  iiew  States  is  given 
to  Confess  in  general  terms,  without  restriction 
or  qualification,  and,  upon  every  just  principle  of 
construction,  must  be  understood  to  confer  what- 
ever authority  is  necessary  for  carrying  the  power 
into  effect,  and  every  autnority  which  in  practice 
had  become  incident  to  the  principal  power,  or 
was  deemed  to  make  a  part  of  it. 

Of  late  it  has  been  the  fashion  to  insist  upon  a 
liberal  construction  of  the  Constitution,  and  its 
most  extensive  efficacy  has  been  found  in  the  im- 
plied powers  it  is  supposed  to  confer.  All  powers 
are  implied  that  are  necessary  for  the  execution  of 
the  enumerated  powers,  and  the  necessity  need  not 
be  absolute  j  a  modified  necessity  or  high  degree 
of  expediency  is  sufficient.  Whence  the  authority 
to  incorporate  a  bank  ?  Whence  the  authority  to 
apply  the  public  treasure  to  the  improvement  of 
the  country  by  roads  and  canals  ?  Whence  the 
authority  to  encouras^e  domestic  industry  by  boun- 
ties or  prohibitions  f  Whence  the  authority  to 
purchase  and  to  govern  the  Territory  now  in  ques- 
tion ?  Is  it  to  be  found  in  the  letter  of  the  Con- 
stitiUion  ?  They  all  rest  upon  this  single  position, 
that  an  original  power  having  been  granted,  every 
other  power  is  implied  which  is  necessary  or  u.seful 
for  carrying  that  power  into  execution ;  and  this 
is  an  inherent,  essential  principle  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, altogether  independent  or  its  express  words. 

But,  the  power  in  question  rests  upon  stronger 
groond  than  this.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  thoup^h  in  form  the  work  of  the  people, 
(who  made  it  their  own  by  adoption,)  was  a  com- 
pact between  States.  It  was  made  by  delegates 
chosen  by  the  States.  The  votes  in  the  Conven- 
tion were  given  by  State^.  It  was  submitted  to 
the  States  for  their  ratification ;  and  its  existence 
depended  upon  the  sanction  of  a  certain  number 
of  the  States.  These  States  were  soverei|^,  but 
confederated  by  a  slight  and  sufficient  union,  in- 
capable, from  Its  weakness,  of  providiQg  for  the 


common  welfare.  Their  sovereignty  extended  to 
every  thing  within  their  limits,  and  to  every  thing 
else,  but  the  few  powers  (if  they  deserve  to  be  so 
denominated)  which  were  conceded  to  the  Cod- 
gress  of  the  Union.  Nevertheless,  it  was  a  con- 
federation, which  comprehended  all  who  were 
parties  to  it,  and  excluded  all  others.  Was  there 
a  power  in  this  Confederacy  to  admit  new  mesoh 
bers?  It  cannot  be  doubted.  To  whom  was  that 
power  confided?  The  express  provision  in  the 
Articles  of  Confederation,  which  has  been  quoted 
and  relied  upon,  in  opposition  to  the  power  con- 
tended for,  has  no  relation  to  the  subject  of  new 
States,  to  be  formed  and  admitted  from  the  teni- 
tory  of  the  United  States.  It  was  an  invitation 
to  Canada  and  the  other  British  colonies  in  An 
ica  to  join  us  in  resistance  to  the  common  <__ 
and,  if  they  had  accepted  the  invitatictt,  they^ 
have  come  into  the  Confederation  upon  the  i 
only  of  making  common  cause  with  us.  Bat  that 
was  a  power,  independently  of  this  proTiaion,  to 
admit  new  members.  That  is  clear  uom  its  exer- 
cise— and  that  power  was  exercised  br  the  SCale» 
in  Congress.  When  Virginia,  in  178^,  ceded  to 
the  United  States  her  claim  to  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritorv,  it  was  upon  condition  that  the  teaiknf 
should  be  formed  into  States,  and  that  these  Statei 
should  be  admitted  upon  an  equal  footin|^  with  the 
original  States.  Congress  accepted  the  ceBion 
upon  that  condition,  and  proceeded  to  iolfil  it  b^ 
the  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  extent  of  the  power,  the  inode  of  its  exercise, 
and  the  incidents  belonging  to  it,  were  also  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  our  Grovernment.  AnuM^ 
these  incidents  was  that  of  making  terms,  condi- 
tions, or  compacts^  with  the  States  admitted ;  and 
so  inseparably  incident  was  this  deemed  to  be,  that 
when  Virginia  stipulated  for  the  admission  of  the 
States  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  anmntl 
States^  that  stipulation  was  understood  to  be  TuUj 
complied  with  by  admitting  them  upon  terms.  It 
is  not  at  all  material  to  the  present  purpose  to  in- 
quire, whether  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  or  was 
not  an  usurpation.  If  there  was  any  niithoritj 
usurped,  it  was  that  of  admittiiig  the  States,  the 
principal  power  itself,  not  the  incidents.  It  is  suffi- 
cient that,  in  point  of  fact,  the  power  of  adnuttiaf 
new  States  was  exercised,  and  was  understood 
from  its  exercise  to  include  in  it  the  power  of  pro- 
posing terms,  conditions,  or  stipulations^and,  aoMOi^ 
them,  the  very  condition  now  in  question. 

Wnen,  then,  the  power  of  adniittiag  new  States 
into  the  Union  was  vested  by  the  ConstitntiosL 
without  limitation,  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  was  it  not  intended  to  carry  with  it  what- 
ever in  practice  had  been  established  to  be  an  in- 
cident of  the  power,  or  a  part  of  the  power? 
Where  was  the  residue  lodged  ?  Not  with  the 
States ;  for  the  States,  as  such,  have  no  longer  a 
voice  in  the  Union,  exc^t  for  the  purpose  of 
amending  the  Constitution.  Not  with  the  people  $ 
for  the  people  have  no  voice,  but  througn  their 
Representatives  in  Congress.  The  matta*  reeolves 
itsdf  at  last  into  this  single  question :  Did  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  when  they  framed 
thetr  Constitution,  mean  to  give  up,  and  foi^e?ir 
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relinquish,  the  power  of  proposing  terms;  or  did 
they  deposite  it  with  their  own  immediate  accents, 
chosen  by  themselves  ?  They  had  always  foana 
terms  of  some  sort  beneficial  and  necessary,  and 
they  haye  been  necessary  and  expedient  in  every 
instance  since  the  Constitution  was  formed;  so 
that,  with  the  exception  of  Vermont,  not  a  single 
State  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the  Union  but 
upon  conditions  agreed  to  by  compact.  Who  are 
the  CoDgress  of  the  United  States  ?  by  whom  are 
they  chosen?  whom  do  they  represent?  The 
people  of  the  existing  States.  Wno  is  it  claims 
to  be  admitted  into  the  Confederacy,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  benefits  of  the  Union  ?  An  alien, 
as  yet,  one  who  has  no  right  of  admission,  whom 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  as  a  political 
association,  may  at  their  pleasure  reject.  Can  it 
be  supposed  that,  by  framing  a  Constitution  of 
government  for  themselves,  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  meant  to  destroy  forever  their  owii  in- 
herent ri^ht  of  prescribing  tdrms  and  conditions 
of  admission?  And  yet  this  is  the  obvious  result 
of  the  argument ;  for,  as  it  denies  the  power  to 
Congress,  and  it  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  States 
or  the  people,  it  is  forever  gone*  In  what  part  of  the 
Constitution  do  you  find  any  countenance  for  such 
a  conclusion  ?    There  are  limits,  it  is  true,  to  the 

Sowers  of  Congress,  but  those  limits  are  the  boun- 
aries  which  separate  the  rights  of  the  Union  from 
those  of  the  States  and  the  people.  Is  there  any 
power  denied  to  Congress,  which  is  not  reserved 
to  the  States  or  the  people  ?  Was  any  power  in- 
tended to  be  denied  to  them,  in  its  nature  fit  and 
proper  to  be  exercised,  but  which  could  not  be  ex- 
ercised by  the  States  or  the  people? 

Besides,  if  this  power  was  in  its  exercise  to  be 
merely  ministerial,  why  was  it  confided  to  Con- 
fess, the  hij^hest  legislative  authority  of  the  nation, 
intrusted  with  the  care  of  all  its  most  impqrtant 
concerns  ?  It  b  dero^^tory  to  the  character  of  Con- 
gress, and  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  general 
tenor  of  its  hiSi  duties,  to  suppose  that  it  ^all  be 
required  to  perform  an  oflSce  so  humiliating.  One 
gentleman  tells  iis.  that  Missouri  has  a  right  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  assert  her  right  What  u*  this 
bat  to  say  she  will  knock  at  the  door,  because  it  is 
civil  to  do  so ;  but,  if  it  be  not  imm^iately  open- 
ed, she  will  break  it  down,  and  come  in  by  force? 
Another  gentleman  has  told  us  of  a  citizen  of 
Missouri,  who  said  that,  rather  than  submit  to  the 
restriction,  he  would  shoulder  his  nmsket  against 
the  United  States!  Such  intimations  can  have 
DO  other  effect  than  to  create  a  verv  reasonaUe 
doubt  whether  Missouri  is  yet  fit  to  be  admitted. 
Admission  presupposes  the  existence  in  the  new 
Territory  ofprinciples  and  feelings  somewhat  like 
those  which  govern  other  parts  (»  this  Union,  and 
those  are  feelings  of  submission  and  respect  for 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  and  the  authority  ex- 
ercised under  them. 

If  we  have  no  right  to  impose  the  condition, 
there  is  an  end  of  the  question ;  but,  if  we  have  a 
right,  and  it  is  deemed  expedient  to  exercise  it, 
I  trust  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  are  not 
to  be  frightened  from  their  puraose  by  threats  like 
these.    What  becomes  of  the  Union,,  which  gen- 


tlemeri  express  so  much  anxiety  to  preserve,  if  it 
cannot  assert  and  maintain  its  rightlul  authority, 
even  against  a  territory  without  the  original  lim- 
its of  the  United  States,  only  very  lately  acquired, 
and  with  a  population  who  have  scarcely  had  time 
to  become  acquainted  with  each  other  ?  Such  an 
Union  could  hardly  be  worth  preserving.  Why, 
sir,  when  Virginia  brought  her  eldest  daughter, 
Kentucky,  trained  up  in  the  habits  and  afiections 
of  her  parent  to  an  age  when  she  was  fit  to  be 
introduced  into  the  society  of  the  Union,  and 
offered  her  as  an  associate  nt  to  be  received,  Con- 
gress, it  is  admitted,  had  a  right  to  receive  or  to 
reject  her.  But,  when  a  State,  formed  out  of  an 
alien  territory,  and  having  had  no  paternity  but 
that  of  Congress,  offers  herself  for  admission,  she 
may  demand  and  insist  upon  beine  received .  And 
does  Missouri  deem  so  lightly  of  the  privilege  of 
belcmging  to  this  Union,  that  she  would  rather 
foregp  it  than  make  a  slight  sacrifice  of  a  seeming 
advantage,  or  that  she  would  hazard  it  for  the  sake 
of  asserting  her  own  opinion  in  opposition  to  that 
of  Congress?  I  cannot  believe  that,  upon  reflec- 
tion^ she  will  adopt  any  such  course.  If  she  should, 
it  will  be  time  enough  then  to  consider  how  the 
authority  of  the  Union  is  to  be  maintained. 
,  I  have  said  that  it  is  dero^tory  to  the  author- 
ity of  Congress,  and  wholly  inconsistent  with  the 
tenorof  its  high  duties  and  capacities,  to  suppose  that 
it  is  merely  to  perform  the  humble  ministerial  ofi&ce 
of  opening  the  door,  on  demand,  for  the  ad^iission 
of  a  State,  without  any  discretion  whatever.  No 
instance  can  be  found  where  the  Constitution  has 
assigned  to  the  ledsla^ve  power  the  performance 
of  such  a  duty.  Thus  construed,  it  is  not  a  power 
at  alL  The  cases  that  have  been'  put  are  in  no 
respect  analogous.  The  power  of  Congress,  upon 
the  death  of  the  President  and  Vice  President,  to 
declare  what  officer  shall  act  as  President  of  the 
United  States,  is  a  very  hi^gh  power,  involving  in 
its  exercise  much  discretion — a  discretion  com- 
mensurate with  the  various  and  important  trusts 
confided  to  the  Chief  Magistrate.  It  can  with  no 
propriety  be  said  to  be  iqinisterial,.and.its  being 
deposited  with  Congress^  is  the  strongest  proof  <? 
the  confidence  reposed  in  that  body.  The  office 
of  counting  the  ballots,  upon  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent and  vice  President,  sim]de  as  it  may  seem, 
and  easy  as  in  ordinary  cases  it  is,  is  nevertheless 
an  office  of  important  trust,  and  including  some 
judicial  discretion,  as  well  as  a  most  serious  respon-* 
sibility.  It  is  a  nt  office  to  be  executed  by  the 
highest  body  in  the  nation.  The  power  of  im- 
peachment  is  not  a  ministerial,  but  a  judicial  pow- 
er ;  and  it  belongs  not  to  Congress,  but  to  a  single 
branch.  The  same  remark  applies,  with  equal 
forcc^  to  the  riffht  which  each  branch  possesses  of 
judging  of  the  Sections  and  returns  of  its  members 
— a  judicial  power,  incident  to  every  body  com- 
posed of  elected  delegates — and  one  of  its  inherent 
privileges.  In  all  these  cases,  however,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  observe,  that  the  Constitution  gives 
only  the  principal  power.  The  incidental  powers 
— such  as  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  enforc- 
ing the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  the  like— are 
implied  from  the  principal  grant. 
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That  construction  which  supposes  that  Con- 
f^ress  have  a  power  indeed  to  admit  or  to  reject, 
but  simply  to  admit  or  to  reject,  seems  to  me 
(though  it  might  be  sufficient  for  the  present  case) 
to  reflect  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution.  The  objection  to  the  admission  of 
a  State  may  arise  from  something  not  in  its  nature 
insuperable,  but  which  might  be  removed  by  com- 
pact or  by  accepting  a  condition.  Would  it  not 
be  worse  than  idle  to  say  that,  in  such  a  case,  the 
State  must  be  rejected,  for  want  of  a  power,  on 
the  one  side  to  propose,  and  on  the  other  to  agree 
to  certain  terms  of  compact  7  In  truth,  as  will  be 
shown  more  fully  hereafter,  such  a  discretion  in 
Congress  is  essentially  necessary  to  the  just  exer- 
cise of  the  power  of  admission,  not  only  on  account 
of  the  Union,  but  also  of  the  Stales  to  be  admitted. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  has  indeed  ar- 
gued that  the  power  given  is  to  "  admit,"  not  to 
"  form  or  create,"  a  State,  and^  therefore.  Con- 
gress have  no  power  to  interfere  m  the  formation. 
This  only  brings  us  back  to  the  inquiry  what  is 
meant  by  the  word  "admit."  It  has  always  been 
understood  that  Congress  have  a  right,  and  are  in 
duty  bound,  to  superintend  the  formation  of  a 
State  and  to  see  that  it  is  properly  formed.  The 
terms  of  the  very  bill  now  on  your  table  (follow- 
ing the  usual  pnraseology)  "authorize"  tne  peo- 
ple of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  of  State 
government  preparatory  to  their  admission. 

But,  antecedently  to  the  Constitution  itself,  the 
States  then  existing  had  prescribed  certain  terms 
or  conditions  to  the  States  to  be  formed  out  of  the 
Northwestern  Territory.  If  Congress  have  no 
power  but  to  admit  or  to  reject,  the  Territory  was 
by  the  Constitution  liberated  from  those  condi- 
tions, for  want  of  authority  to  impose  them.  There 
might  be  a  question,  indeed,  whether  the  Territory 
has  not  reverted  to  the  States  which  ceded  it,  in 
consequence  of  the  incapacity  of  Congress  to  fulfil 
the  stipulations. 

I  beg  leave,  then,  to  return  to  the  question — the 
incidents  to  this  power  being  quite  as  important 
as  the  power  itself,  the  power  being  worse  than 
worthless  without  them— did  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  in  framing  a  constitution  of  gov- 
ernment for  themselves,  intend  to  destroy  the  power 
by  stripping  it  of  the  incidents  that  give  it  all  its 
vaiaei  Did  they  mean  to  prevent  its  application 
to  the  cases  to  which  they  had  themselves  applied 
it?  And  for  what  purpose?  Better,  far  better, 
woald  it  have  been  that  no  power  at  all  should 
have  been  given  to  Conffress.  than  that  they  should 
thus  be  required,  either  blindly  to  admit  or  sullenly 
to  reject.  The  design  of  the  Constitution  was  not 
to  abridge,  but  to  enlarge  and  strengthen  the  pow- 
ers! of  the  Federal  Government,  and  it  would  be 
strangely  inconsisteiit  with  the  general  plan,  to 
suppose  that,  in  a  matter  which  is  properly  of  na- 
tional concern,  it  had  denied  to  Congress  a  por-^ 
tion  of  power  which  had  been  actually  and  bene- 
ficially exercised  under  the  Confederation.  We 
shoula  naturally  expect  to  find  it  where  it  was  de- 
posited before.  I  think  it  is,  accordingly,  there 
deposited,  with  all  its  established  incidents,  among 
which  is  that  now  in  question. 


This  power  is  not  now  asserted  for  the  first  time 
under  the  Constitution.  It  has  always  been  exer- 
cised by  Congress.  There  never  has  been  a  State 
admitted  (except  Vermont)  without  conditions, 
which  surrendered  a  portion  of  legislative  author- 
ity more  or  less  extensive.  Kentucky  entered  into 
stipulations  with  Virginia,  and  among  them  was 
one  by  which  she  bound  herself,  for  five  years,  not 
to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents  higher  tnan  Uiose 
of  residents,  and  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-re- 
sidents who  should  reside  in  Virginia  higher  than 
those  of  residents.  This  is  a  perpetuarres&aint 
upon  her  power  of  legislation,  but  it  is  no  diminu- 
tion of  her  sovereignty.  The  States  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  by  compact  with  the  United 
States,  are  under  a  perpetual  incapacity  to  permit 
slavery  within  their  limits.  This  is  no  derogation 
from  their  just  sovereignty^  nor  does  any  man 
imagine  that  it  impairs  their  character  or  lessens 
their  weight  in  the  Union.  Alabama,  Mississippi, 
and  Louisiana,  too,  have  come  in  upon  conditions 
imposed  by  Congress  at  the  time  of  their  admis- 
sion. In  every  such  instance  the  States  have  been 
deemed  to  be,  and  have  in  fact  been,  adniitted  upon 
an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States.  The 
uniform  exertion  of  this  authority  for  such  a  leo^ 
of  time  is  not  to  be  regarded  merely  as  furafshmg^ 
us  with  so  many  precedents,  entitled  to  more  or 
less  consideration  according  to  circumstances. 
There  must  be  a  time  after  which  the  practical 
construction  of  the  Constitution,  universally  un- 
derstood, and  adopted  and  acquiesced  in  by  the 
people,  especially  in  matters  of  great  public  con- 
cern, is  to  be  deemed  the  true  construction,  and 
placed  beyond  the  reach  of  dispute  or  controvcisy. 
Shall  we  now  undo  all  that  has  been  done  for 
above  thirty  years,  and  done  with  the  common 
consent  ?  Shall  we  reject,  as  enroneom^  the  inter- 
pretation that  has  been,  without  exception,  pot 
upon  the  Constitution  from  the  time  of  its  adop^ 
tion  ?  .  It  is  due  to  the  Constitution  itself^  that  it 
should  not  be  exposed  to  treatment  which  mtost 
weaken  its  claim  to  the  public  confideace  and  re« 
spect.  It  is  due  to  the  people,  whose  Constitution 
it  is,  that  what  it  has  always  been  understood  in 
practice  to  be,  that  it  shall  continue  to  be,  aatfl 
they  may  think  proper  to  change  its  provisions. 

But  here  we  are  met  by  an  objection,  whidi 
seems  to  be  considered  by  tnose  who  present  it  is- 
of  great  force.  If  one  t^ondition  may  be  proposed, 
why  not  another^  and  another,  without  limit,  to 
the  entire  annihdation  of  all  the  rightsr  of  the 
State?  This  argument^  though  pressed  -with  a 
sort  of  triumph,  as  if  it  were  completely  \inaiK 
swerable,  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  even  plausible: 
The  possible  abuse  of  power  can  never  be  ttmd 
to  show  that  a  power  does  npt  exist,  or  that  it  is 
not  upon  the  whole  salutary  and  proper;  fori  if 
admitted  at  all.  it  proves  by  far  too  much,  as  it  is 
equally  available  against  every  grant  of  power. 
In  the  formation  of  government,  the  first  inquiry 
must  be,  what  authority  is  fit  and  necessary  to  be 
delegated  ?  And  then  we  are  to  inquire  to  irhom 
it  shall  be  confided^  and  what  security  can  be  pro- 
vided against  its  iaithless  exercise  ?  All  autboriiy 
is  exposed  to  die  danger  of  abuse,  for  it  is  adain^ 
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istered  by  men.  GoTernment  has  been  said,  by  a 
'  once  celebrated  popular  writer,  to  be  itself  an  evil, 
'  inasmuch  as  its  necessity  arises  from  the  vices  and 
^  weakness  of  our  nature.  But  the  Constitution  has 
'  provided  with  the  greatest  care  against  the  abuse 
'  of  power,  by  making  every  public  agent  in  some 
'  way  accountable  for  his  conduct,  and  by  confer- 
'  '  ring  the  highest  powers  upon  those  who  are  im- 
'        mediately  responsible  to  tne  people ;  and  as  long 

as  the  pcM^e  shall  continue  to  oe  faithful  to  them- 
'  selves,  so  long  the  check  will  continue  to  be  ef- 
'        fectual.    This  is  the  great  security,  and  it  depends 

rn  the  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people. 
Government  ever  afforded  the  same  degree  of 
protection,  with  so  little  burden ;  and  if  we  had 
not  been  most  vehemently  censured  abroad   for 

I  speakinff  well  of  ourselves,  I  would  add,  that  there 
is  probably  no  other  people  upon  earth  who  could 
be  kept  quiet  by  so  light  a  pressure.  The  €k>v- 
emment  and  the  people  are  suited  to  each  other. 

i       Lonff  may  they  contmue  so. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  imme- 
diate Representatives  of  the  people,  and  immedi- 
ately accountable  to  the  people,  are  the  fit  deposi- 
taries of  such  a  power  as  that  now  claimed,  tor  it 
tKmcems  the  general  welfare.  They  have  no  mo- 
tive to  abuse  it :  and,  if  they  were  so  inclined, 
they  cannot  abuse  it,  because  they  have  no  power 
to  impose  the  condition.  The  State  mav,  at  her 
pleasure,  reject  the  oflfer,  and  remain  in  ner  terri- 
torial condition,  where  she  will  be  subject  to  tbe 
unqualified  power  of  Congress. 

It  most  be  manifest  to  every  one  who  has  re- 
flected upon  the  subject,  that  there  are  terms  which 
are  obviously  salutary  and  profier^  and  necessary 
to  be  proposed  upon  the  admission  of  a  State. 
When  Louisiana  asked  to  come  into  the  Union, 
did  any  one  doubt  that  it  was  right  to  require  that 
hef  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings  should  no 
looffer  be  carried  on  in  a  language  unintdli^ible 
to  the  other  citizens  of  the  United  States  without 
the  aid  of  an  interpreter  1  There  are  terms,  too, 
which  would  be  manifestly  improper :  and  there 
are  terms,  I  freely  acknowledge,  which  would  be 
incompatible  witn  the  Constitution.  There  must 
be  a  discretion  somewhere  to  judge  between  the 
two  first  classes.  Our  Government  would  be  in- 
complete without  it.  Where  can  the  power  be  so 
safely  lodged  as  with  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  decide  what  terms  the  general  interests 
require  to  be  proposed  ?  They  have  never  yet 
abused  iL  and  I  thmk  there  is  no  danger  that  they 
ever  will.  But  where  do  the  opponents  of  the 
amendment  propose  to  lodge  the  power  7  Leave 
the  State  free,  it  is  said ;  let  her  adopt  such  a  plan 
of  government  as  best  suits  her  own  circumstances. 
And  is  there  no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from 
that  quarter  1  Supposing  her  to  be  competent  to 
judge  what  is  best  for  herself,  or  most  for  her  own 
advanta^  (of  which,  if  she  desires  slaves,  I  must 
be  permittee  to  doubt,)  yet,  as  she  claims  to  be- 
come a  member  of  this  Union,  the  general  inter- 
ests are  involved  in  her  decision,  and  her  views 
may  not  be  those  which  best  comport  with  the 
pahlie  welfare.  Of  that  she  is  not  in  any  sense  as 
ioompetent  to  judge  as  those  who  are  intrusted 
16th  CoN.  1st  Sess.^38 


with  the  care  of  the  concerns  of  the  whole. 
Is  it  too  much,  then,  to  say,  that  the  right  to 
judge  of  terms  which  are  not  incompatible  with 
the  Constitution,  belongs  to  the  Union,  and  to 
Congress,  as  the  admitting  power  ?  It  is  essential 
that  it  should  be  so,  for  the  sake  even  of  the  State 
applying  for  admission.  I  have  immediately  at 
hand  an  illustration,  and,  if  I  mistake  not,  a  most 
cogent  argument,  to  which  I  invite  tbe  particular 
attention  of  the  delegate  from  Missouri.  I  feel 
nothing  but  good  wUl  for  that  gentleman,  noth- 
ing but  good  will  for  his  constituents,  whom  he 
represents  here  with  so  much  zeal  and  ability ; 
and  I  submit  this  matter  for  his  and  their  consid- 
eration. It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  Congress  have 
the  power  to  fix  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  that 
they  are  not  obliged  to  give  her  all  the  territory 
comprehended  in  the  boundaries  stated  in  the  bill. 
This  is  entirely  within  their  control.  Suppose 
Congress  should  be  of  opinion  that  if  Missouri  is 
to  be  a  slave  State,  her  northern  boundary  ought 
to  be  the  river,  cutting  off  the  lar^e  and  fertile 
tract  of  country  that  Ties  beyond  it.  But  if  she 
will  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  amendment^  she 
ought  to  have  foi*  ner  domain  the  whole  territory 
within  her  present  limits.  Might  not  Congress 
propose  to  her  the  alternative— ^e  the  restriction 
and  you  shall  have  all  the  territory  -,  reject  the  re- 
striction, and  you  shall  not  go  beyond  the  river  ? 
Something  of  this  kind  is  very  likely  to  happen^ 
and  it  may  hereafter  appear  that  Missouri  is  eon- 
tending  for  a  principle  that  will  operate  much  to 
her  disadvants^.  For  mv  own  part,  and  I  speak 
only  for  myself,  I  most  freely  and  sincerely  de- 
clare, that  if  the  restriction  be  not  agreed  to,  I  will 
vote  for  reducing  Missouri  to  the  smallest  limits 
that  are  consistent  with  the  character  of  a  State. 
If  the  restriction  be  agreed  tOj  I  will  vote  for  giv- 
ing her  such  boundaries  as  will  secure  her  gran- 
deur and  comparative  importance. 

From  the  view  which  I  have  now  endeavored 
to  take,  it  will  follow,  that  whoever  objects  to  any 
condition  proposed,  as  beyond  the  power  of  Con- 
gressj  must  fail,  unless  he  show  that  the  particular 
condition  is  incompatible  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  that  it  is  such  a  condition  as 
the  State  has  not  a  power  to  assent  to.  I  am  very 
sensible  that  the  question  which  arises  here  is  in- 
teresting and  important,  and  that  it  is  delicate, 
though  otherwij^  I  think  not  difficult.  No  one 
whol&as  a  feeling  of  regard  for  his  country  can  be 
indiflbrent  to  the  sensation  it  occasions  in  this 
House,  nor  perceive,  without  some  emotion,  the 
line  of  division  it  marks.  Yet^  it  is  a  question 
that  is  before  us;  it  is  a  question  we  must  meet, 
and  while  we  owe  it  to  our  country  to  meet  it 
fully  and  fairly,  we  owe  it  to  each  oOier  to  meet 
it  with  mutual  respect  and  forbearance.  I  will 
concede  even  more — we  are  not  to  entertain,  much 
less  to  express,  a  thought,  hostile  to  the  rights  of 
the  inhabitants  of  those  States  where  ^very 
exists;  and  in  any  thing  I  may  say,  I  hope  it 
will  always  be  understood,  that  I  consider  those 
rights  entitled  to  the  protection  of  all  the  power  of 
the  country,  without  reference  to  any  other  con- 
sideration than  that  they  are  acknowledged  by  the 
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Constitution.  Among  the  many  evils  of  slavery, 
it  is  one,  that,  where  it  exists,  it  can  scarcely  be 
freely  discussed,  and  yet  there  may  be  occasions 
when  its  free  discussion  is  of  the  greatest  impor- 
tance. The  same  kind  of  difficulty  existed  at  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution.  It  was  not  re- 
moved by  crimination,  or  suspicion,  or  threats  ;  it 
was  adjusted  upon  the  basis  of  an  existing  state  of 
things. 

Is  this  condition,  then,  incompatible  with  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States — so  incompatible 
that  a  State  cannot  assent  to  it?  For,  if  a  State 
might  voluntarily  surrender  it,  Congress  may  re- 
quire its  surrender  as  the  term  of  admission.  With 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  is  it  incompatible? 
It  interferes  with  no  express  provision  of  that  in- 
strument. It  must  then  be  implied.  What  an 
implication !  Instead,  however,  of  pointing  out 
the  parts  of  the  Constitution  from  which  this  im- 

f>lication  can  he  made,  State  rights  are  immediate- 
y  sounded  in  our  ears — State  rights  are  invaded 
and  violated.  Sir,  State  rights  is  a  phrase  of  potent 
efficacvr,  and  properly  understood,  of  sacred  regard. 
But  wnat  are  State  rights  ?  They  are  ample ;  they 
are  inviolable ;  they  are  the  sure  foundation  and  the 
lasting  security  of  our  liberties ;  and,  I  hope  I  may 
add^  they  are  in  no  danger  from  the  present  prop- 
osition. But,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  there  are 
rights  of  the  States  who  were  parties  to  the  Con- 
stitution, and  rights  of  States  afterwards  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  confederacy.  Will  it  be  contend- 
ed that  they  are  in  all  respects  identically  the  same, 
or  that  a  new  State  is  not  upon  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  unless  it  possesses  pre- 
cisely the  same  power?  A  moment's  attention 
will  show  that  it  cannot.  Before  the  Confederation 
the  thirteen  States  who  composed  it  were,  in  all 
respects,  sovereign  and  independent  States,  possess- 
ing all  the  attributes  of  sovereignty.  The  Confed- 
eration was  of  sovereign  and  independent  States, 
united  only  for  certain  purposes  of  common  con- 
cern, in  the  management  of  which  they  acted  as 
States.  When,  in  the  course  of  events,  these 
States  came  to  form  a  more  intimate  union,  they 
presented  to  the  Convention  points  in  which  they 
agreed,  and  points  in  which  they  differed.  They 
were  respectively  sovereigns  of  all  the  soil  within 
their  limits,  and  proprietors  of  all  the  vacant  land. 
They  were  sovereigns  for  all  the  purposes  of  for- 
eign as  well  as  domestic  legislation ;  and  no  new 
confederate  could  be  admitted  but  by  common 
consent,  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  existing  States 
might  think  fit  to  prescribe.  There  were,  too,  ac- 
cidental diversities  among  them,  of  which  I  need 
only  mention  one — the  existence  of  negro  slavery 
in  some  of  the  States,  i)ermitted  by  their  laws  and 
incorporated  into  their  institutions. 

With  respect  to  the  existing  States,  it  may  truly 
be  affirmed,  that  they  were  left  in  the  possession 
of  every  power  and  right  which  was  not  conceded 
by  them  to  the  Union.  They  derived  no  right  or 
power  from  the  Constitution ;  they  only  retained 
what  they  before  possessed,  without  inquiry  into 
the  nature  of  its  origin.  The  extent  of  this .  re- 
served possession  is  more  easily  understood  than 
defined.    It  is  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to 


say,  that  it  comprehended  all  the  power  of  slarery, 
as  an  existing  state  or  condition,  which  they  did 
not  choose  to  renounce  or  relinquish,  and  perhaps 
had  it  not  in  their  power  to  extirpate,  if  they  had 
so  desired.  The  Constitution  was  thus  the  crea- 
ture of  the  State ;  the  work  of  their  own  hands. 
But  what  is  a  new  State?  It  is  the  creature  of 
the  Constitution;  deriving  from  the  Gonstitu- 
tion  its  existence  and  all  its  rights,  and  possessing 
no  power  but  what  is  imparted  to  it  by  the  Con- 
stitution. If  it  have  a  power  to  establish  slarery, 
it  derives  that  power  from  the  Constitution,  and 
the  Constitution  becomes  stained  with  the  sin  of 
having  originated  a  state  of  slavery.  What  a  re- 
flection would  this  be  upon  that  instrument  7  How 
is  it  calculated  to  diminish  the  sacred  rmird  that 
has  been  felt  for  it  here  and  abroad  ?  Up  to  the 
present  moment,  no  such  charge  can  be  made 
against  the  Constitution.  With  respect  to  the  ex- 
isting States,  it  only  tolerated  what  it  could  not 
remove ;  and  in  the  case  of  Louisiana,  it  submit- 
ted to  circumstances  equally  uncontrollable.  But, 
(and  I  sav  it  with  pride  and  with  pleasure,)  it 
never  yet  has  conferred  a  power  to  establish  the 
condition  of  slavery ;  and  I  warn  those  ^vrho  are 
intrusted  with  its  administration  to  beware  how 
they  claim  for  it  the  exertion  of  a  capacity  so 
odious. 

But,  we  are  told  that  every  thing  is  implied  in 
the  use  of  the  word  "  State ;"  that  the  Constitu- 
tion, when  it  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new 
^'States"  into  the  Union,  necessarily  means  that 
they  should  possess  certain  faculties  and  powers, 
of  which  it  is  also  contended  that  the  precise  defi- 
nition is  to  be  found  in  the  faculties  and  powers 
possessed  by  the  original  States.  I  admit,  un- 
hesitatingly, that  there  are  rights  so  inherent  and 
essential,  and,  if  you  please,  inalienable^  tb^t  a 
State  cannot  surrender  them,  nor  exist  as  a  mem- 
ber of  this  Union  without  them.  Bat  is  it  essen- 
tial, by  the  principles  of  our  Constitution,  to  the 
character  of  a  member  of  this  Union,  (a  newly 
admitted  member  especially,)  that  it  should  pos- 
sess all  the  ^wers,  or  even  all  the  rights,  that  be- 
longed to  the  original  States?  It  must  then  be  the 
sovereign  of  all  the  territory  within  its  limits,  which 
has  never  been  the  case  in  a  single  instance  of  a 
State  newly  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States.  It  cannot  be  the  case;  for^by  the 
practice  of  the  Government,  the  admission  is  made 
to  depend  upon  the  inhabitants,  and  not  upon  the 
appropriation  of  the  landL  Tne  unappropriated 
lands  belons^  to  the  United  States.  Even  its  limits 
are  settled  by  Congress.  It  must,  too,  have  an 
unlimited  right  of  taxation,  and  it  must  hare  an 
independent  and  absolute  power  extending  toerery 
thing  within  its  limits ;  tor  all  these  powers  be- 
longed to  the  original  States.  Then,  sir,  not  a 
single  new  State  (excepting  Vermont)  has  beea 
properly  admitted  into  the  Union;  and  the  prac- 
tice of  the  GoYernment,  from  its  first  foundation, 
has  been  one  tissue  of  error  and  usurpation. 

In  every  instance,  some  restriction  or  curtail- 
ment of  legislative  authority,  more  or  less  extcs- 
sive,  has  been  imposed  and  assented  to,  with  mdr 
yerstl  approbatioiK    In  the  case  of  Kentuekjr,  as 
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we  have  seen,  Virginia  stipulated,  among  other 
things,  that  for  a  limited  time  the  lands  of  non- 
'      residents  should  not  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of 
'      residents,  and  that  the  lands  of  non-residents  re- 
'      siding  in  Virginia,  should  never  be  taxed  higher 
than  those  of  residents.    This  is  a  palpable  re- 
'      straint  upon  the  exercise  of  a  legislative  authority, 
^      which  every. one  of  the  existing  States  possesses 
>     without  restriction,  ^nd  yet  it  never  has  been  sup- 
'      po^d  to  place  Kentucky  in  a  condition  of  inferi- 
'      ority  to  her  sister  States.    I  will  not  tire  the  pa- 
tience of  the  Committee  by  ^oing  through  the 
other  instances,  which  have  been  already  very 
fully  brought  into  view.    Enough  has  been  said 
to  show  that  it  has  never  been  thought  requisite 
that  a  new  State  should  possess  the  same  identical 
powers  which  confessedly  belonged  to  the  original 
States,  and  that  such  identity  is  not  necessary  to 
a  perfect  political  equality. 

To  come  nearer  to  the  question,  I  beg  leave  to 
a^k  is  it  essential,  by  the  principles  of  our  Consti- 
tution, to  the  character  of  a  State,  that  it  should 
hare  the  power  of  originating,  establishing,  or 
perpetuating,  the  condition  of  slavery  within  its 
limits? 

I  request  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  answer 
this  question,  and  to  look  it  fairly  in  the  face,  for 
it  most  be  met.  Is  it  essential  to  the  character  of 
a  free  republican  State,  that  it  should  have  the 
power  of  originating,  establishing,  or  perpetuating 
a  system  of  slavery — so  essential,  that  it  is  not  a 
free  republican  State  without  the  power,  nor  qual- 
ified to  be  a  member  of  this  Confederacy  ? 

Can  it  be  possible  that  a  Constitution,  framed 
to  secure,  to  preserve,  and  to  extend  the  blessing 
of  liberty,  itself  rests  upon  a  principle  so  impolitic 
and  80  indefensible  as  this  ?  I  should  verv  much 
fear,  that  we  could  neither  expect  the  favor  of 
Hesren  nor  the  approbation  of  men  for  a  Consti- 
tution so  constructed — whose  professions  were  so 
entirely  at  variance  with  its  principles.  Can  it  be 
pretended,  will  any  one  be  hardy  enough  to  assert, 
that  this  power  belongs  to  the  rights  of  self-govern- 
ment, or  of  a  just  sovereignty^,  or  tha(  it  is  to  be 
anrnnged  in  the  same  class  with  the  authority  ex- 
ercisea  by  every  well  constituted  society,  in  regu- 
lating the  domestic  relations?  Where  slavery  ex- 
ists, It  may  be  (as  was  said  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia)  that  slaves  are  recorded  as  in  a  state  of 
prarpetuai  minority.  It  might  with  equal  propriety 
be  said,  at  once,  that  they  are  regarded  as  in  a 
state  o/  perpetual  subjection — it  amounts  to  the 
same  thins ;  for  surely  no  man  will  seriously  af- 
firm that  this  decree  of  perpetual  minority  has  its 
source  in  the  same  feelmgs  and  views  which,  in 
all  civilized  nations^  have  led  to  the  enactment  of 
I  laws  for  the  protection  of  infancy  against  its  own 
folly  and  imprudence.  The  one  originates  in  pa- 
rental affection,  anxiouslv  providing  tor  the  welfare 
f  of  ito  of&prin^,  during  tne  period  when  by  nature 
I  the  judgment  is  weak  and  tne  passions  strong ;  and 
erery  incapacity  which  the  laws  have  established 
(  is  meant  as  a  shield  for  infancy  against  danger  to 
itself.  The  other,  has  it  any  view  to  the  comfort 
or  well  being  of  tnis  perpetual  minor?  I  will  not 
pmoe  the  inquiry,  lest  I  should  wound  the  feel- 


ings of  some  who  hear  me,  and  whom  I  would  not 
willingly  offend.  Where  slavery  exists,  you  may 
call  it  what  you  please — ^you  have  a  perfect  right 
to  do  so,  and  to  regulate  it  by  such  laws  as  you 
deem  best — but,  in  a  discussion  like  the  present,  it 
seems  to  me  an  utter  perversion  of  lai^age  to 
style  it  a  minority,  as  it  would  be  an  utter  perver- 
sion of  sentiment  to  suppose  that  it  has  any  re- 
semblance to  the  endearing  relation  out  of  wnich 
the  laws  for  the  government  of  infancy  have 
grown. 

How  is  this  power  essential  to  the  character  of 
a  free  republican  State?  Suppose  this  evil  were 
now  happily  extirpated,  is  there  any  moral  or  po- 
litical competency  under  the  Constitution  to  re- 
store it  among  us  ?  Has  any  one  ever  seriously 
contended  for  such  a  power  ?  No.  It  certainly 
could  not  be  re-establisned  without  the  consent  of 
Congress,  and  yet  I  think  it  will  scarcely  be  as- 
serted that  the  States  would  not  still  possess  all 
the  essential  powers  of  self-government  and  a 
just  sovereignty ;  that  they  would  not  be  as  free, 
as  independent,  as  happy,  and  at  least  as  powerful, 
as  they  now  are. 

Upon  what  footin£[,  then,  do  the  original  States 
stand  in  this  respect  ?  Did  the  Constitution  either 
give  or  reserve  to  them  the  right  of  originating  or 
establishing  a  state  of  slavery  ?  Have  they  now, 
or  have  they  ever  had  such  a  right  ?  Is  there  a 
right,  in  any  of  them,  to  reduce  a  free  man  to  a 
state  of  slavery,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crimes 
of  which  he  has  been  legally  convicted,  and  not 
extending  to  his  offspring  ?  The  great  principles 
of  the  Constitution  are  aU  at  variance  with  such 
a  doctrine.  It  is  plain  enough  how  the  Conven- 
tion considered  the  matter^  and  how  it  was  con- 
sidered by  the  States,  individually  and  collectively. 
They  regarded  it  then,  as  they  regard  it  now^  as 
an  unfortunately  existing  evil,  of  which  it  was  im- 
possible to  rid  themselves,  and  which,  therefore, 
they  must  manage  in  the  mannei-  most  conducive 
to  their  safety — an  accidental  and  deplorable  state 
of  things,  not  to  be  terminated  by  any  means  which 
human  wisdom  was  then  able  to  devise.  It  was 
upon  this  footing  that  what  is  called  the  compro- 
mise took  place — it  was  a  compomisewith  an  af- 
flicting necessity,  and  mark  well  the  manner  of  it! 
It  was  a  silent  compact  between  the  existing 
States,  upon  a  subject  which  they  all  felt  was  be- 
yond their  power  to  deal  with.  That  silence,  that 
most  emphatic  and  impressive  silence,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, is  the  sure  indication  of  the  feelings  which 
prevailed  in  the  Convention.  What  could  they 
say?  They  would  not  utter  the  word  slave  or 
slavery;  and,  whenever  they  found  occasion  to 
make  any  provision  on  the  subject,  they  had  re- 
course to  other  language,  as  if  the  very  terms  were 
hateful  and  offensive,  and  unfit  to  be  employed  in 
that  instrament.  What  could  they  do?  They 
could  only  indulge  a  hope  that  a  time  would  come 
when  this  evil  might  oe  eradicated,  and,  iii  the 
meantime,  they  bore  their  testimony  against  it  by 
that  expressive  silence  of  which  no  one  could  mis- 
take or  misunderstand  the  meaning. 

That  compact,  not  of  words,  but  of  silence,  had 
the  precise  effect,  while  it  avoided  a  recognilion  of 
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the  legitimate  origin  of  the  evil,  of  leaving  every 
one  of  the  then  existing  States  in  possession  of  the 
power  which  it  actually  exercised,  except  so  far  as 
It  was  parted  with  to  the  Union.  The  ambiguity 
in  the  Constitution,  if  any  there  be,  arises  alto- 
gether from  this  well  meant  mode  of  treating  the 
subject.  What  the  framers  of  that  instrument  in- 
tended should  signify  their  detestation  of  slavery, 
has  furnished  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  exten- 
sion. For,  as  silence  left  the  existing  States  in 
possession  of  the  power,  so  silence  is  mterpreted, 
in  the  admission  of  new  States,  to  confer  the 
power ;  and  this  rule  of  construction  throws  upon 
Confess  the  necessity  of  an  active  exertion  of  au- 
thority for  its  restraint,  for  which  gentlemen  insist 
we  must  show  a  jKDsitive  grant.  But,  with  respect 
to  the  existing  States,  it  was  a  power  paramount 
to  the  Constitution  itself,  and  which  no  State  sur- 
rendered ;  a  power,  however,  and  a  necessity,  too, 
confined  to  her  own  limits. 

Can  this  be  aflSrmed,  with  truth,  of  any  State 
newly  admitted  into  the  Union  ?  Can  it  be  said 
to  stand  upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original 
States,  either  as  to  paramount  power,  an  existing 
condition,  or  the  case  of  necessity  ?  Up  to  the 
moment  of  admission,  it  is  subject  entirely  and 
exclusively  to  the  government  of  Congress,  as  a 
part  of  the  territory  of  the  Union.  It  presents  it- 
self to  Congress  as  a  Territory,  asking  to  become 
a  State,  but  bringing  with  it  no  State  rights — no 
State  powers — nothing  to  be  reserved,  but  every 
thing  to  be  received.  It  presents  itself  free  from 
the  condition  of  slavery,  or  subject  to  it  in  so  slight 
a  degree  as  to  be  easily  manageable,  and  affordmg 
no  just  ground  for  its  continuance.  Unless,  there- 
fore, it  can  be  shown,  that  it  is  so  essential  to  the 
completion  of  a  free  republican  State  of  this  Union, 
to  have  the  power  of  originating  or  perpetuating 
slavery,  that  it  cannot  be  free  and  republican  with- 
out it,  the  argument  must  fail  altogether.  Besides, 
sir,  how  can  the  rights  of  the  new  State  be  afiect- 
ed — it  has  the  choice  of  coming  in  upon  the  terms, 
or  not  coming  in  at  all  ? 

I  am  aware  it  may  be  said  that  the  compact  be- 
tween the  existing  States  ought  to  be  considered 
as  a  mutual  stipulation  with  each  other,  that  new 
States  should,  in  this  respect,  be  left  free  to  choose 
for  themselves.  It  is  no  where  said  so,  and  to  me 
it  seems  worse  than  idle  to  suppose  that  there  is  a 
dormant  abstract  principle  in  the  Constitution  in 
favor  of  slavery,  to  spring  up  only  as  a  barrier 
against  what  is,  and  always  has  been,  conceded  to 
be  right  and  just.  Show  me  the  value  of  it,  in 
practice,  and  I  am  then  prepared  to  listen  to  the 
deduction ;  but,  as  long  as  the  argument  terminates 
only  in  evil,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  in  pre- 
venting a  good,  so  long  exactly  it  is  impossible  for 
it  to  find  its  way  to  the  hearts  or  the  understand- 
ing of  men.  When,  not  long  ago,  it  was  affirmed 
in  this  House  that  the  Constitution  gave  to  Con- 
gress a  power  to  make  certain  public  improve- 
ments ;  to  open  the  channels  for  wealth  and  trade 
to  flow  from  one  quarter  of  the  country  to  another ; 
to  approximate  them  to  each  other ;  to  connect 
liiem  by  the  ties  of  interest  and  mutual  dependence 
and  mutual  regard,  I  listened  with  attention  and 


pleasure,  for  I  expected  to  find  a  power  so  bend- 
cent.  So,  sir,  if  I  am  told  that  there  is  a  pcurer 
in  the  Constitution  to  arrest  the  march  of  slayerr, 
to  extend  the  sphere  of  freedom,  personal  aswa 
as  political,  that,  too,  I  expect  to  find.  But^when 
I  am  told  that  there  is  a  silent,  dormant  pnnciple 
in  the  Constitution ;  a  sullen  power,  that  forbids 
us  to  check  the  extension  of  slavery,  1  confess  to 
you  that  1  involuntarily  shrink  from  the  process  of 
reasoning  by  which  it  is  deduced,  and  revolt  in- 
voluntarily irom  the  conclusion.  If  it  be  apparent, 
I  must  and  I  will  submit  to  it;  but  if  it  be  n<A 
clear,  I  am  not  disposed  to  search  for  it,  either 
among  the  high  attributes  of  sovereign  power,  ct 
the  more  frequent  refuge  of  State  rignts. 

But  I  admit  that  this  assertion  is  troe,  as  to 
every  rightful  and  essential  power,  which  bdongs 
inseparably  to  republican  self-government,  or  is 
necessary  to  place  a  State  upon  an  eqaal  poliucal 
footing  with  her  sister  States,  and  render  her 
worthy  to  be  a  member  of  the  Confederacy.  As 
to  the  rights  of  self-government,  I  have  nothing 
more  to  say.  It  only  remains  to  inquire,  whether 
the  proposed  restriction  disturbs  or  interferes  widi 
any  of  the  great  political  rights  of  the  State,  oris 
calculated  to  lessen  her  weight  and  inftience  in 
the  scale  of  the  Union  ?  The  great  and  impor- 
tant right  of  every  State  is  that  which  regards  her 
representation  in  the  National  Councils.  Is  that 
impaired  by  the  restriction  ?  The  compromise  of 
the  Constitution,  in  the  article  of  representatioB, 
was  founded  upon  a  simple,  and  now  well  estab- 
lished principle,  applied  to  preserve  the  balance  of 
the  existing  States.  It  was  not  that  propefty:  was 
to  be  represented — for  then  every  kind  of  paroperty 
ought  to  have  been  estimated  in  fixing  the  ratio — 
but  that  this  particular  kind  of  j»operty  occopted 
the  place  and  consumed  the  food  of  a  (reepopidar- 
tion,  and  to  that  extent  lessened  the  eomparsttve 
numbers  of  the  State,  not  for  a  time  only,  out  for- 
ever. If  the  free  population  had  fiannshed  the 
ratio,  how  many  Representatives  wouid  Yirginia 
now  have  ?  To  Reserve  the  balance  of  the  States 
then,  and  jherealter.  the  role  of  thre&4fths  wis 
adopted,  and,  with  this  role^  the  Gonstitiitsan  eon- 
siders  that  there  is  a  fair  political  eipalitf  between 
the  free  States  and  the  slave  States.  Can  it  be 
said  that  the  political  rights  of  the  Stale  are  in 
this  leading  and  all-importaat  point  in^ttired  by 
the  restriction  1  In  point  of  fact,  her  mfltKBce 
and  power  are  increased,  for  the  free  popoiatioii 
will  increase  more  rapidly  than  the  shiTe  popids- 
tion,  and  she  is  entitled  to  a  represoitation  for  the 
whole  number,  instead  of  being  limoted,  as  to  a 
part,  to  three-fifths.  Whoever  will  take  the  troB- 
ble  to  examine  the  comparative  increase  of  tlie 
two  descriptions  of  States,  will  be  satisfied  of  this, 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  obtain  for  the  free  States 
the  advantage  hinted  at  by  a  member  who  te 
opposed  the  amendment,  of  infusing  into  the  Stales 
to  be  formed  a  debilitating  disease,  wiuclft  wOl 
stint  their  growth  and  lessen  their  political  weifki 
in  the  Union.  The  political  right  of  a  State^  se- 
cured by  the  Constitution,  is,  if  diere  are  slaTos,  to 
apply  to  them  the  rule  of  three-fifths,  and  that 
right,  I  admit,  cannot  be  infringed.    Bot  it  is  mot 
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neoeisary  to  t^  ei^ioyiaent  of  the  full  benefit  of 
the  prineiple  of  rQpresentatioa,  nor  fairly  to  be  de- 
duced from  it  as  a  part  of  the  compromise,  thai  a 
new  State  should  be  permitted  to  have  slaves. 

I  may  be  allowed  again  to  ask,  what  are  the 
political  riffhts  of  a  State  in  regard  to  the  Union? 
They  are  w  political  rights  of  the  free  inhatttt- 
ants,  the  only  condition  Known  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. Slaves  have  no  political  riefats.  They  are 
acquired  by  force,  and  they  are  held  by  force;  and 
if  it  be  lawful  to  hold  them,  it  is  also  lawful  to 
use  any  de^ee  of  force  that  is  necessary  to  l^c^ 
them  ia  <iuiet  subjection.  Every  law  of  a  slave- 
hoLdin^  Sitate  which  provides  particularly  for  this 
condition  of  men,  by  peculiar  exertions  of  author-^ 
ity ;  by  an  unusual  discij>line,  or  by  unusual  ter- 
rors and  punishments,  having  no  view  to  their  own 
benefit,  but  only  to  tne  safety  of  their  masters,  is 
an  exertion  of  force,  necessary  (where  the  condi< 
tjum  exists)  for  the  security  pf  society,  not  to  be 
mentioned  reproachfully,  much  less  to  be  inter- 
£»:ed  with,  but  still  a  mere  exertion  of  force,  de- 
monstrating that  slaves  have  no  political  rights. 
Thiev  add  nothing  to  the  mass  of  nghts.  I  would 
not  oe  understock  to  question  the  power  of  the 
States  where  U^  condition  exists.  Whether  it  is 
a  power  reserved,  it  is,  as  to  them,  recognised  by 
the  Constitution,  and  entitled  to  tn^  svmport  and 
notection  of  the  whc^  strength  of  the  Union. 
We  may  have  our  wishes  uid  our  feeling  on  the 
subject  \  it  is  for  them  alone  to  decide  bow  long 
this  state  of  things  shall  continue.  If  ever  *the 
tima  should  come  when  they^all  be  able  and 
wiiliug  to  rid  themselves  of  the  evil,  it  will  be 
liailed  with  unafieeted  delight  Till  then,  whUe 
thia  CoosftitutioA  endures,  we  have  no  right  to  as- 
eeod  beyond  its  provisions,  and  we  are  bound  to 
carry  them  fuUy  mto  effect  The  State  which  I 
have  the  hoaor  to  represent  has  been  as  ardent  and 
stnoere  ia  the  cause  of  emancipation  as  any  State 
ia  tiiis  Unioo.  But  she  has  never  lost  si^t  of 
her  ohLi|fmtbns  to  hear  sister  States.  Her  laws  and 
her  judicial  decisions  will  be  ^ound  to  be  in  striet 
etm&iamtf  with  the  Constitution,  and  so  they  will 
conttniie  to  be. 

IS  the  members  of  the  Convention  meant  to 
inuaae  a  compact  between  the  States,  to  the  efieet 
wliich  has  been  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  that 
eveary  new  State  shouhl  in  this  respect  be  Left  en- 
tiiely  free,  we  mig^t  reasonaUy  capect  to  find 
iX  aomewoere  in  tie  Constitution.  It  could  not 
have  beoi  focsotten  or  overlooked :  it  was  a  soJb- 
ject  in  itself  of  too  much  interest  and  importance: 
and.  b^des,  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  adopted 
while  ^e  Convention  was  sitting  that  firamed  the 
Constitutioa,  and  that  ordinance  provided  for  the 
admission  of  States,  with  a  perpetual  inhibition  of 
slavery*  Under  the  Confederation  it  had  been  as- 
sumed as  a  power  bolonginff  to  Congiess,  and 
cjLcroised  as  a  power  fit  to  be  exercised  by  Con* 
0esa.  It  is  incredible  that  the  Constiti^on  should 
hare  detipied  to  disaffirm  all  tlus,  and  yet  have 
said  nodnng  about  it,  but  ooafenred  without  limi- 
tation  the  very  power  to  which  it  had  become  an 
eBtaUished  incident 

C»n  any  good  reason  be  assigned  why  the  ex« 


istinff  States  shonld  have  eoteied  intosiuh  a  com* 
pact  f  It  was  not  necessary  to  the  ccmipromdse ; 
which  regarded  only  the  actual  condition  of  the 
States,  and  which  meant  to  preserve  to  each  of 
them  nothing  more  than  the  power  within  its 
limits..  The  Constitution  was  not  formed  for  a 
day  or  a  year,  but  for  a  succession  of  time ;  I  hope 
for  ages:  and  it  might  easily  have  been  foreseen 
that  cases  would  probably  occur  in  which  the  ex* 
ercise  of  such  a  power  by  the  Giov^mment  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance.  Suppose  the  case  of 
a  distant  or  a  frontier  State  apj^ying  for  admis* 
sion.  If  you  permit  her  to  have  this  und  of  popu- 
lation, you  are  bound  by  the  Constitution  to  pro- 
tect her,  with  all  the  means  of  the  Union,  against 
the  insurrection  of  the  enemy  within  her  boscmi, 
and  against  the  inroads  of  any  foreign  nation. 
You  are  bound  evoi  to  secure  to  her  the  eigoy<> 
ment  of  this  vary  property,  and  if  a  neighboring 
Power  should,  by  torce  or  sMedaction,  carry  off  her 
slaves,  it  would  become  a  cause  of  national  quarrd 
and  of  war.  Our  own  recent  history  fives  us  an 
example  of  sometiiing  of  this  sort.  What  was  die 
Seminole  war  ?  The  runaway  slaves  of  Geor^a, 
combining  with  outlaws  and  Indians  in  Florida, 
carried  on  hostilities  upon  the  borders  of  Georgia, 
and  that  State,  as  she  had  a  right  to  do,  caDed 
upon  the  United  States  for  i»x>tection.  U  was 
gmnted  y  and  hence  the  Seminole  war.  If  a  new 
State,  circumstanced  as  I  have  supposed,  ^oijM 
apply  for  admission  into  the  Union,  would  it  not 
be  reasonable,  nay,  would  it  not  oe  essentially 
just  and  necessary  to  require  her  first  to  stipulate 
that  she  would  not  introduce  that  source  of  weak- 
ness and  that  cause  of  quurel,  which  might  be 
so  expensive  and  bordensonac  to  the  Union  ?  It 
ought  not  to  be  a  concern  of  the  State  alone,  be- 
cause it  nmy  become  a  chai!ge  to  the  nation. 

I  think  1  may  safely  affirm  th^  this  k  the  prac- 
tical, established  ecmstruction  of  the  Constitution 
used  and  approved  from  its  adq»tion  to  the  present 
day.  But  pennit  me  for  a  moment  to  examine  the 
spirit  of  that  instrument  If,  as  is  clearly  shown, 
tne  toleration  of  slavery  by  the  Constitution,  and 
the  corresponding  provisions,  were  owing  to  an 
incidental,  existi]^,  and  uncontroUahle  necessity, 
then  it  is  plainly  the  spirit  of  the  compact  that  the 
power  should  never  be  permitted  to  a  new  State, 
iNit  where  the  same  imperious  (oroumstances  exist 
to  demand  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  original  States. 
Such  was  the  fact  ia  the  instance  of  Louisiana. 
What,  then,  is  it  that  Congress  are  to  do  upon  such 
an  occasion  ?  To  impose  conditions  arbitrarily? 
I*lo.  To  judge  of  the  circumstaaees,  regarding  in 
due  proportion  the  interests  of  the  State  and  the 
Union.  If  that  deplorable  necessity  exist,  Uiey 
permit  in  silence  what,  like  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  they  will  not  in  terms  avow.  If  not, 
they  adjudicate  law  the  restriction,  which  it  is  dien 
their  moral  and  Constitutional  duty  to  impose. 

This  is  the  true,  it  is  the  neceenary,  and  only 
just  constniction  of  the  Constitution — the  only  one 
that  is  consistent  either  with  the  professions  we 
have  always  been  in  the  habit  of  making,  or  with 
the  hope  that  was  certainly  onca  very  miich  chov 
iahed,  that  a  mode  might  some  day  oe  devised  of 
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abolishing  this  great  evil.  We  may  assert,  as  we 
will,  that  we  are  not  in  favor  of  slavery ;  as  long 
as  it  shall  be  seriously  insisted  that,  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  our  country,  every  new  State  has  the 
inherent  and  inalienable  right  of  cslablishing  do- 
mestic servitude,  so  long  our  professions  will  be 
disbelieved,  and  we  ourselves,  as  well  as  that  ven- 
erated instrument,  be  charged  with  hypocrisy. 
Suppose,  sir,  that  the  existing  States  were  in  a 
course  of  abolition,  would  it  be  permitted  to  a  new 
State,  governed  by  some  selfish  or  ill  judged  views 
of  interest,  to  revive  the  condition  of  slavery,  and 
thus  to  control  and  defeat  the  policy  of  all  the 
others?  Ought  it  to  be  in  the  power  of  any  new 
State  to  enlarge  the  region  of  slavery,  and  tnus  to 
increase  the  difficulties,  already  sufficiently  great, 
presented  by  this  very  difficult  and  embarrassing 
subject?  Can  it  be  tnat  we  sincerely  believe  it  to 
be  an  evil,  and  yet  will  gravely  insist  that  it  is  a 
right  of  every  new  State  to  do — what?  I  was 
going  to  say,  enjoy  this  evil,  but  that  would  be  a 
perversion  of  terms — afflict  and  injure  herself,  and 
her  associates  too,  by  admitting  it  within  her 
limits?  If  it  be  a  good,  the  argument  is  intelligi- 
ble: if  it  be  even  doubtful,  there  is  still  some  scope 
for  choice;  but,  if  it  be  an  acknowledged  evil,  it 
seems  to  me  extravagant,  if  not  absurd,  to  contend 
that  there  is  a  right  to  have  it,  and  that  a  pro- 
hibition restrains  or  impairs  the  just  liberty  of  a 
new  State. 

This  construction,  too,  is  plainly  indicated  by  at 
least  one  provision  of  the  Constitution,  I  mean  the 
9th  section  of  the  first  article:     "The  migration 

*  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States 

*  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not 

*  be  prohibited  by  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808." 
Why  is  this  restraint  upon  the  power  of  Congress, 
connned  to  the  States  "now  existing?"  It  was 
to  give  to  Congress  the  power,  immediately,  to 
prevent  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  States 
to  be  formed.  1  do  not  doubt  that  it  had  a  par- 
ticular reference  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
was  meant  to  guard  against  the  inference  that 
Congress  had  not  the  authority  to  complete  the 
work  the  ordinance  had  begun.  For,  if  the  re- 
straint had  been  general,  comprehending  the  States 
to  be  formed,  as  well  as  those  existing,  Congress 
could  not,  within  the  twenty  years,  have  prohibit- 
ed the  "migration  or  importation"  of  slaves  into 
the  States  to  be  admitted  into  the  Northwestern 
Territory  J  and  then  one  of  two  consequences  must 
have  followed;  either  Congress  would  have  re- 
fused to  admit  the  States  within  the  twenty  years, 
which  would  not  have  been  consistent  with  the 
eDjgagements  entered  into,  or  they  must  have  ad- 
mitted them  with  the  power  of  receiving  slaves, 
which  would  have  been  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  the  ordinance.  It  is,  therefore,  I  say,  that  this 
section  of  the  Constitution  had  a  plain  reference 
to  the  ordinance;  and  while  it  evinces,  in  the 
clearest  manner,  a  Constitutional  distinction  be- 
tween the  existing  States,  and  States  to  be  admit- 
ted, upon  the  very  subject  now  in  question,  and 
plainly  intimates  a  design  to  give  a  control  to 
Congress  over  the  introduction  of  slavery  into 
States  to  be  formed,  it  also  seems  to  me  to  afford 


a  Constitutional  sanction  to  the  ordinance  itsdf. 
The  view  which  I  have  thus,  I  fear  at  too  jreat 
expense  of  time  and  patience  to  the  Coromittee. 
endeavored  to  present,  is,  to  my  mind,  so  conclusire, 
that  I  should  hope  it  would  be  unnecessary  to 
detain  them  longer.  But,  there  has  been  all  along 
an  assumption,  by  those  who  are  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  wnich  I  think  extremely  questionable^ 
if  it  be  not  wholly  unfounded.  It  is  assumed. 
that  the  condition  proposed  by  the  amendment, 
will  produce  an  inequality  between  the  State  to 
be  admitted,  and  the  existing  States.  It  is  not 
material,  (the  inequality  being  of  no  consequence  J 
but  I  mistake  if  I  may  not  safely  deny  that  it  will 
occasion  any  inequality  at  all. 

Sir,  has  any  State  in  this  Union  a  constitutional 
capacity  to  originate  or  establish  a  state  of  slavery  7 
To  be  more  precise — if  a  State  (Pennsylvania, 
for  example,)  has  once  abolished  slavery,  has  it  a 
power,  without  the  consent  and  against  tke  will  of 
Congress,  to  restore  that  condition  ?  This  is  tn 
interesting,  but  I  think  it  is  not  a  difficult  question, 
and  certainly  it  is  not  a  dangerous  one  to  discuss. 
No  State  that  has  once  abolished  slavery  will,! 
believe,  ever  desire  to  restore  it.  And  here,  sir,  I 
invoke  to  my  aid  the  great  principles  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  great  truths  ol  the  Deciaration 
of  Independence.  I  invoke,  too,  the  principle  of 
the  compromise,  founded  as  it  was  upon  an  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  and  recognising  no  rights  but 
what  necessity  conferred. 

The  reduction  of  a  fellow  creature  to  slavery, 
to  a  state  where  nothing  is  his  own  but  his  sorrows 
and  his  sufferings,  is,  il  you  please,  an  act  of  sov- 
ereign power ;  that  is,  of  sovereign  force,  which 
obeys  no  law  but  its  own  will,  and  snows  no  limits 
but  the  measure  of  its  strength.  If  these  States 
were  sovereign,  they,  too,  like  other  sovereigiis, 
might  exert  a  lawless  power.  It  wouJd,  neverthe- 
less, be  morally  wrong.  But  they  arc  sovereign- 
ties, qualified  by  the  grants  of  power  to  the  Union, 
and  by  the  great  political  principles  upon  which 
all  our  institutions  repose.  The  sanction  of  these 
principles  is  now  added  to  the  force  of  moral  obli- 
gation; and  the  beautiful  feature  of  our  Ctoveni- 
ment,  that  which  entitles  it  to  the  respect  of  stran- 
gers, and  to  our  affection ;  that  which  distingai^es 
It  from  all  the  governments  that  have  evof  existed, 
is  to  be  found  in  this  single  truth;  Such  is  its 
structure,  that  it  can  do  no  lawless  violence,  and 
whenever  we  speak  of  sovereignty,  we  mean  a 
rightful  moral  sovereignty,  and  not  a  power  to  do 
whatever  it  has  strength  to  accomplish. 

Whence^  then,  can  a  State  derive  such  a  right-^ 
I  mean  a  right  to  originate  or  re-establi^  slavery  ? 
It  cannot,  by  force,  r^uce  freemen  to  the  conditioD 
of  slaves.  This  no  one  would  undertake  to  main- 
tain. It  cannot  draw  them  from  abroad,  for  Con- 
gress have  the  unquestionable  power  to  prohibit 
importation.  Can  it  receive  them  from  other 
States  of  this  Union?  The  supposition  imputes 
to  the  Constitution  the  greatest  weakness,  and  is 
wholly  inconsistent  with  the  hope  enterta^ined  by 
the  great  men  who  framed  it,  that  this  evil  might 
some  day  be  abolished,  I  mink  this  channcTis 
stopped,  as  it  ought  to  be  by  the  power  of  Congicss 
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to  prevent  importation  and  migration.  Importa- 
tton,  we  all  miderstand  to  include  slaves  brondit 
in  from  abroad,  from  any  foreign  territory,  whether 
by  land  or  by  water,  and  we  all  agree  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  comprehend,  in  its  interdict,  every 
brin^:in^  in  of  slaves  from  abroad.  The  term  "mi- 
gration'' is  applied  to  the  same  description  of 
"persons,"  ana  upon  the  plainest  principles  of  con- 
struction must  be  understood  to  apply  to  something  , 
different  from  "  importation."  What  can  it  apply 
to^  buC  the  passage  or  transfer  of  slaves  from  one 
State  or  Territory  to  another?  An  argument  urged 
bv  the  member  who  last  addressed  the  Committee, 
(Mr  Clay.)  I  mean  ihe  argument  derived  from 
that  part  of  the  Constitution  which  denies  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  imposing  a  duty  upon  exports 
from  any  of  the  States,  strongly  supports  this  in- 
terpretation. The  two  clauses,  taken  together, 
and  they  are  in  the  same  section,  amount  to  this — 
you  shall  not  prohibit  the  "  importation"  until  after 
the  year  1808,  but  in  the  mean  time  you  may  im- 
pose a  tax  or  duty  upon  "such  importation,"  not 
exceeding  ten  dollars  for  each  person :  you  shall 
not,  during  the  same  period,  prohibit  "migration," 
but  can  you  impose  a  duty  or  tax  ?  No.  The  au- 
thority to  impose  a  duty  or  tax  is  dropped^  and 
why?  Because  migration,  meaning,  as  we  insist, 
a  transfer  from  State  to  State,  includes,  in  every 
instance,  the  exportation  from  a  State,  and  there^ 
fore,  by  the  fifth  clause  of  the  same  section,  no 
"duty  or  tax  "  can  be  laid  upon  it. 

Various  interpretations  of  "this  clause  of  the 
Constitution  have  been  attempted  by  those  who 
are  opposed  to  the  amendment,  but  none  of  them, 
I  thinR,  consistent  with  the  fair  import  of  the  terms, 
or  the  manifest  spirit  of  the  Constitution.    One 

fentlema^n,  indeed,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,) 
as  said,  some  days  ago,  that  it  was  intended  to 
give  Congress  the  power  to  prevent  the  passage 
from  one  State  into  another,  of  slaves  imported 
into  the  former  from  abroad.  His  long  experience 
and  knowledge  entitle  the  suggestion  to  great  con- 
sideration, and  it  appears  to  me  to  concede  the 
precise  construction  contended  for.  He  admits 
that  the  clause  applies  to  slaves,  and  the  term  "mi- 
gration," to  slaves  transferred  from  one  State  to 
another.  Now,  as  there  is  no  description  of  the 
kind  of  slaves,  which  limits  it  to  slaves  imported, 
it  must  apply  to  all  slaves.  I  will  not  insist  upon 
the  advanta^  of  this  concession ;  the  case  is  fully 
made  out  without  it. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  ^ntleman  from  Delaware, 
that  the  technical  meanmg  of  the  word  migration 
is,  a  change  of  residence  from  one  country  to  ano- 
ther. I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I  am  not 
aware  that  the  word  in  question  has  ever  received 
a  technical  meaning.  We  call  those  words  tech- 
nical, which  have  wen  appropriated  to  the  service 
of  an  art  or  science,  and  in  relation  to  that  art  or 
science  have  received  a  definite  and  somewhat  ar- 
tificial sense,  well  understood  by  those  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  subject.  Thus,  when  we 
speak  of  an  "  estate  tail,"  or  a  "  contingent  remain- 
der," the  language  is  perfectly  intelligible  to  a 
lawyer.  The  term  migration  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  been  so  appropriated*,  unless  it  may  be 


considered  as  having  been  adopted  by  naturalists^ 
as  descriptive  of  the  habits  of  certain  animals,  ana 
then  it  means  simply  a  change  of  climate,  for  the 
sake  of  temperature,  or  a  change  of  place,  for  the 
sake  of  food ;  but  not  a  change  of  country.  In  ifs^ 
vulgar  sense,  that  is,  its  common  sense,  as  given* 
to  us  in  dictionaries,  as  used  in  conversation,  or 
by  approved  writers,  it  means  only  a  change  of 
place.  In  two  pac^es  of  Dr.  Seybert's  Statistical- 
Annals,  (37,  38,)  the  word  is  used  three  times  to^ 
denote  the  change  or  transfer  of  residence  frorn^ 
one  State  to  another;  and,  it  may  be  remarked  in- 
passing,  is  accompanied  with  a  reflection  whldy 
well  deserves  the  attention  of  those  who  insist  so- 
strenuouisly  upon  the  free  admission  of  Missoiin«« 
in  order  that  the  owners  of  slaves  may  be  enable# 
to  go  into  that  State.  "  It  is  important  to  consider 
'  how  far  the  diffusion  of  our  population  may 
^  weaken  us  as  a  nation,  and  what  will  be  the  el- 

*  feet  of  the  mictions  on  the  agriculture  of  the  At- 
^  lantic  States  ?  Many  valuaUe  farms,  originally 
^  productive,  have  been  abandoned  after  they  were 
'  exhausted  and  made  barren  from  constant  culti- 
'  vation,  and  no  application  of  the  means  to  restore 

*  their  lost  fertility .    If  migration  be  continued  un- 

*  der  these  circumstances,  some  districts  will  here- 

*  after  exhibit  all  the  features  and  poverty  of  a 

*  desert,  and  extensive  tracts  of  valuable  land  will 
'  be  a  waste,  to  the  injury  of  our  agriculture,  man- 
'  ufaetures,  and  commerce.  In  many  of  these  sit- 
'  nations,  industry  would  be  abundantly  rewarded, 

*  for  the  labor  and  expense  of  renovatmg  the  un- 

*  managed  and  impoverished  soil." 

I  am  reminded  by  some  one  near  me,  of  another 
difficulty  supposed  to  be  in  the  way  of  our  con- 
struction; and  that  is,  that  migration  means  a 
voluntary  chan^  of  place,  and  that  the  removal 
of  a  slave  is  without  his  own  consent.  Even  if 
this  were  correct,  it  would  amount  to  nothing. 
The  will  of  a  slave  is  always  the  will  of  his  mas- 
ter, and  his  acts,  wherever  they  are  in  obedience 
to  nis  master^  orders,  are,  by  the  Constitution  and 
laws,  deemed  to  be  voluntary.  What  other  term 
could  have  been  employed  ?  We  are  to  remember, 
that,  though  the  slave  is  regarded  as  property,  yet 
is  he  also  regarded  as  a  "  person  ;"  a  human  beir^^ 
having  a  will,  but  that  will  ever  in  coincidence 
with  the  wishes  of  his  master,  and  it  is  from  this 
anomalous  composition  of  character,  that  the  Con- 
stitution itself  had  great  difficulty  in  finding  terms 
applicable  to  his  condition  or  conduct. 

We  have  been  told,  too,  (for  the  att^pts  have 
been  numerous  to  avoid  the  force  of  this  clause,) 
that  it  applies  to  freemen  coming  from  abroad.  It 
would  be  very  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  the  same 
word,  in  the  same  sentence,  were  to  be  interpreted 
to  include  two  descriptions  so  opposite  as  freemen 
and  slaves.  But  all  this  is  minute,  verbal  criticism, 
and  I  fear  I  shall  fali^e  the  Committee  by  dwell- 
ing upon  it.  There  is  a  much  broader,  and  still 
more  satisfactory  answer  to  the  objection.  The 
clause  in  question  has  always  been  understood  to 
apply  to  slaves,  and  to  slaves  only,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  time.  It  is 
(and  that  is  entirely  conclusive)  a  restraint  upon 
the  power  of  Congress,  insisted  upon  by  the  slave- 
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holding  States,  to  secure  for  a  limited  time  the 
right  of  supplying  themselves  with  slaves.  This 
is  familiarly  known  to  every  person  who  has  any 
acquaintance  with  the  history  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  it  is  known,  also,  that  two  of  the  States  (South 
Carolina  and  Georgia)  would  not  have  come  into 
the  Union  without  it.  How  any  one,  knowing 
these  things,  can  gravely  assert  that  the  clause 
has  any  provision  relating  to  freemen,  it  is  entirely 
impossible  for  me  to  conceive.  It  imputes  cither 
mistake  or  foolish  design  to  the  framers  of  that  in- 
strument; for  no  good  reason  can  possibly  be  as- 
signed for  withholding  from  Congress,  during  the 
twenty  years,  any  power  it  possessed  over  the  ad- 
mission of  freemen,  though  we  know  well  the  rea- 
son (good  or  bad)  for  restraining  the  power  as  it 
respected  slaves.  I  need  not  notice  the  observation 
of  the  member  from  Delaware,  that  this,  being  a 
federal  power,  must  be  understood  as  applying  in 
its  exercise  to  the  Union,  and  not  to  the  States. 
Every  power,  to  be  exercised  by  Congress,  is  a 
federal  power,  but  it  does  not  follow  that  it  is  not 
to  operate  upon  the  States.  This,  in  particular, 
by  its  very  terms,  is  to  apply  to  the  States  individ- 
ually. But  1  hasten  to  another  objection,  which 
has  been  very  seriously  urged,  and,  if  well  founded, 
renders  all  tnis  examination  superfluous.  We  are 
informed,  that  the  clause  in  question  is  not  a  grant 
of  power ;  it  is  only  a  restriction  or  restraint  upon 
power.  To  speak  with  perfect  precision,  it  is  an 
exception  or  restraint  for  a  limited  time,  of  the 
exercise  of  a  power.  Such  an  exception,  it  is  most 
clear,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  a  grant ;  for  if  there 
were  no  power  granted,  there  could  be  no  excep- 
tion from,  or  restraint  upon,  its  exercise.  It  is  of 
itself  equivalent  to  a  grant  of  the  power,  after  the 
expiration  of  the  time.  A  rule  of  this  House  di- 
rects, that  strangers  shall  not  be  admitted  during 
the  time  it  is  in  session.  Would  any  one  doubt 
that  this  gives  permission  to  strangers  to  enter  at 
other  limes  ? 

If  this  interpretation,  however,  (contrary  as  it  is 
to  the  plain  design  of  the  Constitution,)  were  cor- 
rect, still  there  would  be  no  diflSculty.  It  follows 
immediately  after  the  enumeration  of  the  powers 
granted  to  Congress,  and  among  them  we  shall 
certainly  find  that  which  was  intended  for  a  time 
to  be  restrained,  unless  we  suppose  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  to  have  misunderstood,  most 
grossly,  their  own  work.  If  there  be  some  ambi- 
guity in  the  language,  it  arises  from  the  remark- 
Me  reserve  of  the  convention  upon  a  subject  which 
^ey  did  not  choose  to  call  by  its  proper  name,  and 
that  ambiguity  ought  to  be  favorably  expounded. 
Congress,  then,  have  a  power  "  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare,^'  and  for  that 
purpose  they  have  a  specific  power  to  "  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  States, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes.^'  Slaves  are  every 
whcure  articles  of  trade,  the  subject  of  traffic  and 
commerce,  bought  and  sold,  from  place  to  place, 
and  from  hand  to  hand,  by  public  sale  or  by 
pirivate  sale,  as  suits  the  convenience  or  interest 
of  the  owner,  and  in  all  respects  treated  as  prop- 
^y.  The  ^^eral  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
includes  in  it,  of  course,  a  power  to  regulate  this 


kind  of  commerce.  With  respect  to  slaves  im- 
ported from  abroad,  this  has  not  been  disputed, 
and  cannot  be  disputed ;  while  it  continued,  it  was 
a  branch  of  the  trade  with  foreign  nations.  The 
power  to  regulate  commerce  "  among  the  States^ 
is  given  in  the  same  clause,  and  in  exactly  the 
same  terms,  as  the  power  to  "  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations.'^  If  the  latter  autbonzed 
Congress  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad,  (which  has  never  neen  even  questioned,) 
how  can  it  be  doubted  that  the  former  gives  them 
authority,  when  in  their  opinion  the  "general  wel- 
fare" or  the  "common  defence"  require  it,  to  pro- 
hibit the  transportation  from  State  to  State  ?  If 
one  comprehends  slaves,  so  does  the  other;  and,  if 
this  conclusion  had  never  been  carried  into  practi- 
cal efiect,  it  would  only  prove  that  no  case  had 
occurred  in  which  Congress  thought  it  expedient 
to  exert  the  power.  But  this  construction  is  ob- 
viously necessary  to  the  plain  design  of  the  Con- 
stitution, not  only  to  the  large  and  liberal  views 
with  respect  to  the  whole  subject  of  slavery,  of 
which  I  will  speak  hereafter,  but  the  particular 
design  manifested  in  the  very  clause  now  in  ques- 
tion. It  is  conceded  that  Congress  might  at  all 
times  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  horn 
abroad  into  the  territories  of  the  United  8tate^  as 
well  as  into  States  formed  after  the  CoDctitation, 
the  restriction,  until  the  year  1808,  being  conned 
to  the  States  then  existing. 

Of  what  avail  was  this  power,  (however  de- 
rived,) unless  they  could  also  prevent  importation 
through  other  States,  or  rather  the  passage  of  newJy 
imported  slaves  from  the  old  States,  into  new 
States  or  Territories'?  Sir,  this  construction,  in 
itself  so  reasonable,  has  actually  been  adojjted  in 
practice.  By  the  act  of  1804,  for  dividing  Louis- 
iana into  two  territories,  and  making  jirovisiao  for 
the  government  of  the  southern  portion,it  is  enacted, 
that  no  slaves  shall  be  imported  from  abroad,  and 
none  shall  be  brought  from  any  port  or  place  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  that  have  been  iia- 

Eorted  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798 ;  or  shall 
ereafter  be  imported.  It  is  no  answer  to  this  to 
say,  that  the  slaves  of  a  man  migrating  from  one 
State  to  another,  are  not  carri^  thither  for  the 
purpose  of  commerce  or  trade,  but  are  a  pftrt  of 
what  has  been  called  "  his  family."  The  powd 
to  regulate  commerce,  extends  to  every  thing  which 
is  the  subject  of  traffic,  and  is  limited  only  b^  the 
nature  of  the  article,  not  by  the  intention  or  view* 
of  the  owner;  or  else,  every  law  for  the  re|^kuion 
of  trade  would  become  ineffectual — slaves  may  be 
carried  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  and  eren  when 
this  is  not  the  original  intention,  they  may  nerer- 
theless  be  sold,  and  a  man  after  disposing  of  all  his 
"  family,"  mav  return  and  buy  another  mmily  and 
afterwards  sell  it.  They  are  articles  of  tra£^,  and 
that  is  enough ;  neither  is  it  any  answer  to  say, 
that  the  power  in  question  is  a  jpower  to  b^  e)t- 
ercised  by  legislation,  and  not  m  the  form  of  a 
condition  to  be  prescribed  to  a  particular  State. 
If  it  exist  at  all,  of  which  I  hope  there  is  new  no 
doubt,  we  arrive,  aft^  this,  I  fean  very  tedious  in- 
vestigation, at  a  result  decisive  of  the  present  con- 
troversy.   For,  if  the  exposition  given  be  con«^ 
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it  will  follow,  that  no  State  of  the  Union,  having 
once  abolished  slavery,  can  re-establish  it  without 
the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  that  it  is  no  dispar- 
agement of  the  rights  of  a  new  State,  to  lay  it  under 
the  same  prohibition.  There  is,  then,  a  precise 
and  perfect  equality. 

But,  notwithstanding  any  supposed  ambiguity  in 
tlie  Constitution,  arising  from  the  cause  I  Imve  ad- 
verted to,  there  are  great  leading  points  in  that 
iostrumentj  which  were  intended  to  stand  out  upon 
occasions  like  the  present,  as  guides  and  marks  to 
direct  our  steps,  and  it  is  a  relief  to  ourselves,  as 
ivell  as  a  debt  of  justice  to  those  who  framed  the 
Constitution,  to  keep  them  constantly  in  view. 
We  can  see  there,  plainly  asserted,  tne  political 
and  personal  equality  of  men  -,  a  deep  and  humilia- 
ting sense  of  the  evil  of  slavery ;  a  hope  that  it 
mi^t  at  some  time  be  abolished,  and  a  determi- 
nation as  soon  as  jmssible  to  abolish  it.  From  the 
date  of  the  Constitution  to  the  present  moment, 
these  have  been  the  governing  principles  of  this 
nation's  conduct,  and  the  present  is  the  first  effort 
to  arrest  a  career  urged  equally  by  policy  and  hu^ 
manity.  If  Missouri  be  permitted  to  establish 
slavery,  we  shall  brin^  upon  ourselves  the  charges 
of  hypocrisy  and  insincerity,  and  upon  the  Con- 
stitution a  deep  stain,  which  mu^t  impair  its  lustre, 
and  weaken  its  title  to  the  public  esteem.  It  is  to 
no  purpose,  to  say,  that  the  question  of  slavery  is  a 
question  of  State  concern.  It  affects  the  Union,  in 
its  interests,  its  resources  and  character,  perma- 
nently; perhaps  forever.  One  single  State,  to 
Sati/y  the  desire  of  a  moment,  ^ay  do  what  all 
e  Union  cannot  undo;  may  produce  an  ever- 
lasting evil,  shame  and  reproach.  And  why? 
Because  it  is  a  State  right  Sir,  you  may  turn 
this  matter  as  you  wul ;  Missouri,  when  she 
becomes  a  State,  grows  out  of  the  Constitution, 
she  is  formed  under  the  care  of  Congress,  and  ad- 
mitted by  Congress ;  and  if  she  has  a  right  to  es- 
tablish slavery,  it  is  a  right  derived  direcdy  from 
the  Constitution^  and  conferred  upon  her  through 
the  instrumentality  of  Congress.  We  cannot  es- 
cape from  our  share  of  the  blame,  ^nd  (which  is 
innnltely  worse)  we  cannot  rescue  the  Constitudon 
from  the  opprobrium  which  belongs  to  such  a  deed. 
That  re£nea  construcdon,  which  makes  the  Con- 
stitution a  silent  and  acquiescing  accessary,  looking 
with  undisturbed  complacency  upon  what  it  pro- 
fesses to  hold  in  detestadon,  may  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  argument  here,  but  it  can  avail  no  where 
dse.  The  judgement  of  mankind  is  not  formed 
upon  artificial  cusdncdons  iike  this.  As  surely  as 
the  tree  is  judged  by  its  fruit,  will  the  Consdtution 
be  judged  by  what  it  produces.  I  earnesdy  be- 
seech gendemen^  then,  to  save  the  Consdtution 
from  a  stain,  which  has  never  yet  been  fixed  upon 
ity  and  with  thb  entreaty,  under  the  deepest  and 
most  sincere  feeling^  I  leave  it  in  their  hands. 

2.  Upon  the  su^ect  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  I 
will  detain  the  Committee  but  a  snort  time.  It 
has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  proof  of  the 
weakness  of  the  argument  against  the  amendment, 
tkat  it  was  obliged  to  resort  for  support,  to  this 
topic,  because  it  supposes  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Territory  of  Missouri  have  higher  rights  and 


privileges  than  the  citizens  of  any  territory  within 
the  original  limits  of  the  United  S  tates.  One  gen- 
tleman says,  indeed,  that  Missouri  derives  her  ri^ht 
from  Heaven.  If  so,  there  is  an  end  to  all  question 
about  the  Constitution  or  the  treaty,  though  it 
might  be  extremely  difi&cult  for  some  of  us  to  un- 
derstand how,  from  such  a  source,  could  be  de- 
rived a  lawful  power  to  establish  slavery. 

If  we  are  bound  by  treaty  stipulations,  it  will  be 
admitted  that  they  must  be  fulfilled.  The  public 
faith  is  to  be  preserved  inviolate,  at  every  hazard 
of  consequences.  But,  before  we  admit  a  construc- 
tion so  dangerous  as  that  contended  for,  let  us  ex- 
amine carefully  the  extent  of  our  obligations. 

There  are  none,  I  suppose  it  will  be  conceded, 
who  can  call  the  treaty  to  their  aid^  but  those  who 
were  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  terntory,  and  sub- 
jects of  the  ceding  Power,  at  the  time  of  the  ces- 
sion. In  terms,  the  article  in  question  applies  only 
to  them.  Suppose  it  had  all  been  vacant  territory 
at  the  dme  oi  the  cession,  and  since  peopled  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  would  it  have  been 
seriously  asserted  that  they  acquired  any  new  or 
higher  privileges  or  rights,  by  migrating  to  Louis- 
iana ?  As  to  the  oriemal  inhabitants  themselves, 
it  is  a  quesdon,  not  of  le^isladve,  but  of  judicial 
cognizance;  fqr  a  treaty  is  the  supreme  law  of  the 
land.  The  condidon,  however^  such  as  it  is,  is 
not  annexed  to  the  Territory;  it  is  a  sdpuladon  in 
favor  of  the  free  inhabitants,  and,  as  to  them,  it 
has  no  applicadon,  after  they  have  become  incor- 
porated into  the  Union,  and  are  made  citizens  pf 
the  United  States :  they  then  become  subject  to 
the  legislation  of  Uongress.  The  distinction  be- 
tween the  Territory  and  the  inhabitants  is  so  ob- 
vious as  to  be  perceived  at  a  single  glance.  The 
one  is  simply  ceded,  transferred  in  sovereignty, 
which  places  it  exactly  upon  the  same  footing  as 
any  other  Territory  of  the  United  States,  without 
any  condidon.  Tne  other,  that  is,  the  free  inhab- 
itants«  are  also  transferred,  but  with  a  sdpuladon, 
entirely  personal,  that  they  shall,  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble, "  be  incorporated  in  die  Union,  and  admitted 
to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and 
immunities,  of  cidzens  of  the  United  States,'*  and 
"  in  the  mecmiime  they  shall  be  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property^  and  the  religion  which  they  profits." 

How  It  was  intended  to  make  them  citizens,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  know.  Certainly  a  treaty  can- 
not confer  the  privileges  of  citizenship;  that  can 
only  be  done  by  the  operadon  of  an  uniform  nat- 
uralizadon  law ;  and  while  it  is  acknowledged  that 
the  treaty-making  power  may  rightfully  oind  us 
to  do  every  thing  which  is  within  the  ConsdUit- 
donal  competency  of  any  department  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, it  can  never  be  allowed  to  gfi  further,  for 
then  it  would  transcend  the  Constitution  itself. 
By  what  means  these  free  inhabitants  were  to  be 
made  cidzens,  or  at  what  dme,  are  quesdons  I 
need  not  now  attempt  to  answer.  There  is  ^ome 
difficulty  in  them,  undoubtedly.  This  difficulty 
it  was,  or  rather  the  impossibihty  of  bringing  the 
inhabitants  into  the  Union,  by  any  process  un- 
known to  the  ordinary  leei^^lation,  that  occasioned, 
in  the  first  place,  the  quioification  of  the  engage- 
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ment  "  as  soon  as  possible,"  which  may  be  fairly 
interpreted  to  mean  "  as  soon  as  oar  Constitution 
would  permit ;"  and,  in  the  next  place,  the  stipu- 
lation tnat,  until  they  should  become  citizens,  they 
should  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  their  liberty,  property,  and  reli^on.  From 
the  moment  thev  are  mcorporated,  (this  is  the  pre- 
cise import  of  the  treaty,)  they  are  to  be  upon  the 
«ame  footing  with  all  other  citizens  of  the  United 
Stsites.  TiU  then,  they  are  aliens,  but  are  not  to 
be  prejudiced  by  their  alienage. 

Did  we  mean  to  permit  any  foteign  Power  to 
intermeddle  with  our  internal  concerns?  The 
sanction  of  treaties  is  in  the  ability  of  those  who 
make  them,  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  stip- 
ulations they  contain.  Were  our  negotiators  so 
unwise,  were  the  President  and  Senate  so  forget- 
ful of  tneir  duty,  as  to  make  and  ratify  a  treaty  by 
which  our  own  citizens  were  enabled  to  appeal 
from  this  Government  to  a  foreign  Power,  and  call 
in  its  interference,  by  war,  if  necessary,  to  settle 
their  rights?  Such  a  supposition  is  entirely  inad- 
missiUe.  This  article  was  probably  proposed  by 
our  own  negotiators ;  if  it  was  notj  it  was  a  most 
unequivocal  tribute,  from  the  other  high  contract- 
ing party;  of  respect  for  our  Constitution  and  laws; 
for  it  admits  that  no  further  security  was  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  their  ceded  subjects.  But  did 
it  mean  to.  give  to  the  free  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
any  peculiar  lijo^hts  of  property,  higher  or  greater 
than  those  enjoyed  by  other  citizens,  after  they 
should  become  citizens  of  the  United  States?  It 
was  beyond  the  treaty-making  power  to  grant  or 
to  contract  to  that  extent.  Will  it  be  admitted 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  citizen 
that  to  the  Constitution  should  be  superadded  the 
obligations  of  a  treaty,  and  that  to  the  principles 
of  our  Gbvemment  must  be  joined  the  right  of 
calling  in  a  foreign  Power  ?  Why,  sir,  I  have 
heard  it  said  in  this  debate  that  the  treaty  not  only 
gives  rights  to  those  who  inhabited  the  Territory, 
but  also  to  our  own  citizens  who  have  migrated 
thither  since  the  cession.  The  doctrine  thus  as- 
serted appears  even  more  objectionable  than  that 
I  have  alluded  to ;  but  it  is  only  worse  in  appear- 
ance, for  in  both  cases  it  supposes  an  appeal  to  a 
foreign  Power,  from  our  own  citizens,  against  the 
Government.     ^ 

What  are  the  "  rights,  advantages,  and  privi- 
leges," of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  which 
are  guarantied  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  ? 
They  are  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 
They  are,  therefore,  independent  of  local  rights, 
or  those  which  depend  upon  residence  in  a  partic- 
ular place.  An  inhabitant  of  a  State  has  certain 
privileges  arising  from  his  inhabitancy  of  the 
Btate.  An  inhabitant  of  a  Territory;  too,  has  cer- 
tain privileges,  which  arise  from  his  living  in  a 
Territory.  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  who 
resides  neither  in  a  State  or  Territory,  but  is  out 
of  the  limits  of  the  Union,  enjoys  neither  the  priv- 
ileges of  a  State  or  Territory ;  but  he  possesses  the 
rights,  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  a  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  which  are  common  to  all  the 
three  descriptions  of  persons.  When  an  inhabit- 
ant of  Louisiana  is  made  a  citizen  of  the  United 


States  he  becomes  entitled  to  the  "rights,  advija> 
tages,  and  immunities,"  of  a  citizen.  He  carries 
them  with  him  wherever  he  goes;  if  he  b  in  t 
State,  he  may  add  to  them  State  privileges ;  if  he 
is  in  a  Territorv,  he  may  enjoy  the  rights  of  an 
inhabitant  of  a  Territorjr ;  in  either,  or  beyond  the 
limits  of  both,  he  is  still  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  Sii^d  upon  an  equal  footing  with  any  Oftbcr 
citizen. 

It  has  been  argued,  indeed,  that  they  arc  to  be 
incorporated  into  the  Union,  and  that  this  cannot 
be  done  without  forming  them  into  a  Slale  or 
States.  Should  we  admit  this  argument  to  its 
fall  extent  it  would  leave  us  exactly  where  it  found 
us,  for,  as  thev  are  to  be  incorporated  (by  the  ex- 
press terms  of  the  treaty)  "according  to  the  pria- 
ciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution^"  we  should  scfll 
be  obliged  to  return  to  the  Constitution  to  inqone 
upon  what  terms  States  are  to  be  admitted.  And 
certainly  the  plain  answer  would  be,  that  thevaxe 
to  be  admitted  upon  the  same  terms  as  other  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States.  But  the  fallacy  of 
the  argument  lies  in  applying  to  the  territory 
(which  is  ceded  in  full  sovereignty)  what  was  in- 
tended only  for  the  inhabitants.  Nothing  more' 
is  necessary  to  enable  us  to  detect  the  fallacy  than 
to  trace  it  to  some  of  its  consequences.  What 
right,  upon  the  construction  contended  for,  had  we 
to  postpone  the  admission  for  a  single  day?  Why, 
gentlemen  will  say,  the  Territorv  had  not  the  re- 
quisite number  of  inhabitants.  But  no  number  of 
inhabitants  is  necessary,  except  by  the  praetiee 
under  the  Constitution,  and  that  same  practice 
gives  us  certain  other  powers,  which  need  not  now 
be  mentioned,  including  the  very  one  in  quesdon. 
Again,  sir,  according  to  this  hypodiesis,  what  au- 
thority had  we  to  divide  this  great  Terntorr; 
why  not  admit  it  all  as  one  State?  Tbcymi 
say  it  was  too  large  for  a  single  State.  True ;  tat 
the  Constitution  has  not  ascertained  the  size  of  a 
State,  nor  has  it  even  been  settled  in  practice,  for 
we  have  States  of  all  sizes,  from  70,500  souarc 
miles,  r Virginia,)  to  1,548  square  miles,  (Rhode 
Island.)  The  truth  is,  and  it  is  vain  to  attempt 
to  disguise  it,  that  the  common  understanding  of 
all  parties  has  long  ago  fixed  the  interpretation  o£ 
the  treaty  upon  a  footing  not  now  to  be  dismrbed. 
This  Territory^  like  every  other  Territorjr  of  liic 
United  States,  is  subject  to  the  power  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, to  be  opened  for  sale ;  to  be  fettled,  di- 
vided and  subdivided,  and  regulated,  according  ig 
its  policv;  and  finally  to  be  formed  into  States  and 
admitted  when  it  may  be  deemed  expedient. 

While  I  am  upoii  this  subject  of  the  treaty  1 
wish  to  examine  it  with  a  different  view,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  show  the  enormous  extent  of  the 
doctrine  contended  for.  which  will,  I  think,  affofd 
a  strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  right  of  Con- 
gress to  impose  the  restriction.  Whence  did  the 
treaty-making  power  derive  its  authority  to  pnr- 
chase  lands,  and  freemen,  and  slaves?  Prom  any 
express  words  of  the  Constitution  ?  No.  It  mtwt 
then  be  implied  ;  and  implied  from  what  ?  Either 
from  the  possession  of  sovereign  authority,  to  whick 
it  is  an  incident,  or,  from  the  broad  terms  of  the 
grant,  which  is  to  make  treaties,  upon  the  grosnd 
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^at  treaties  may  stipulate  for  a  purchase  of  terri- 
tory. It  is  then  a  sort  of  implied  power.  And 
what  is  next  implied  7  That  the  territory  thus  ac- 
quired is  to  be  upon  a  different  footing  from  any 
other  territory  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
Congress  must  form  States  of  it,  and  must  ad- 
mit them.  There,  sir,  the  implication  all  at  once 
stops  short  No  conditions  are  to  be  imposed ;  no 
terms  offered ;  no  stipulations  entered  into,  how- 
erer  salutary  or  even  indispensably  necessary  fdr 
the  welfare  of  the  Union.  No — you  are  not  even 
to  require  them  to  have  their  legislative  and  judi- 
cial proceedinjp  in  intelligible  language.  The 
whole  policy  of  the  nation  is  to  yield  to  the  views 
and  interests  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory. 
wbo  are,  notwithstanding,  to  become  an  integral 
part  of  the  Union,  and liave  a  full  voice  in  your 
deliberations.  What  is  your  treaty-makine  power 
then  7  Paramount  to  all  the  authorities  of  the  na- 
tion ;  paramount  to  the  Constitution  itself;  para- 
mount even  to  the  people. 

Try  this  principle  by  any  practical  test,  and  see 
where  it  will  lead  us.  The  United  States  have 
no  power  (it  is  contended)  to  prevent  or  limit 
slavery,  and  they  have  no  power  to  stop  migra- 
tion. You  have  purchased  a  territory  nearly  equal 
in  extent  to  all  the  original  States.  A  single  plan- 
tation may  inoculate  the  whole  with  this  odious 
disease.  The  50,000  slaves  in  Louisiana  tnay 
blacken  the  country  from  the  Mississippi  to  the 
Pacific  What  becomes  of  the  free  States  then  ? 
For  every  five  slaves  there  are  three  votes,  and  the 
time  may  come  when  the  voice  of  the  slaves,  in 
the  councils  of  the  nation,  will  be  louder  than  tnat 
of  the  ficeemen.  Heaven  forbid !  for  if  it  should, 
what  would  be  the  condition  of  those  who  live  in 
the  free  States?  There  is  something  humiliating 
in  iabor-^in  the  labor  of  getting  a  living — and  it 
18  scarcely  to  be  expected  that  the  master  of  an 
hundred  slaves  should  have  any  feelings  in  com- 
mon with  him  Who  earns  his  bread  by  his  daily 
work.  What  becomes  of  the  compact  of  the  Con- 
stitution itsdf,  settled,  as  it  was,  upon  the  basis  of 
the  existing  States,  and  of  the  States  to  be  formed 
oat  of  the  Northwest  Territory,  whose  condition, 
as  respects  slavery,  was  irrevocably  fixed  ?  The 
sense  of  that  compact  is  entirely  chanced.  Its 
Uxm  may  remain,  but  the  substance,  the  life  of  it, 
is  £[one  for  ever.  The  same  principle,  too,  ^for  it 
is  indefinite  in  its  capacity,)  may  be  applied  to 
fntore  acquisitions.  War  or  negotiation,  conquest 
or  treaty,  might  bring  the  island  of  Cuba  within 
the  limits  of  the  Union.  But  I  am  satisfied,  and 
I  hope  the  Committee  are  satisfied,  that  the  treaty 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  I  discard  it 
'  aitog^her. 

I  will  now,  with  the  leave  of  the  Committee, 
proceed  to  the  remaining  branch  of  this  very  in- 
Seresting  subject,  or  what  is  called  the  question  of 
expediency. 

it  is  decreed  that  slavery  shall  be  a  v^y  great 
CTil,  and,  as  has  been  already  remarked,  one  of  its 
incidents  is,  that  where  it  exists,  it  can  never  be 
fairly  or  freely  discussed.  It  must  be  taken  up  at 
a  certain  pomt.  which  admits  every  thing  that 
goes  before,  and  am(Hig  the  rest  (in  the  qcalified 


sense)  the  lawfulness  of  its  origin  and  existence. 
I  will  not  disturb  this  arrangement,  but  I  must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  slavery  is  a  great  moral  and 
political  evil.  If  it  be  not,  let  it  take  its  course ; 
if  it  be  good,  let  be  encouraged  ;  if  it  be  an  evil,  I 
am  opposed  to  its  further  extension.  This  is  a 
plain,  simple,  clear,  intelligible  ground.  Most  of 
those  who  have  opposed  the  amendment  have 
agreed  with  us  in  characterizing  slavery  as  an 
evil  and  a  curse,  in  language  stronger  than  we 
should  perhaps  be  at  liberty  to  use.  One  of  them 
only,  the  member  from  Kentucky,  who  last  ad- 
dressed the  Committee,  (Mr.  Clay,)  rather  re- 
Soves  his  friends  for  this  unqualified  admission, 
e  says  it  is  a  very  great  evil  indeed  to  the  slave ; 
but  it  is  not  an  evil  to  the  master ;  and  he  chal- 
lenges us  to  deny  that  our  fellow-citizens  of  the 
South  are  as  hospitable,  as  generous,  as  patriotic, 
as  public  spirited,  as  their  brethren  of  the  North 
or  East.  Sir.  they  are  all  this,  and  even  more. 
For  some  of  tne  virtues  enumerated  they  are  emi- 
nently and  peculiarly  distinguished ;  and  I  believe 
they  are  dcncient  in  none  of  them.  It  has  long  ago 
been  remarked  that  the  masters  of  slaves  have  the 
keenest  relish  for  their  own  liberty,  and  the  proud- 
est sense  of  their  own  independence.  It  is  natural 
that  it  should  be  so ;  the  feeling  is  auickened  by 
the  degrading  contrast  continually  before  them. 
But  it  seems  to  me  that  the  concession  with  respect 
to  slavery,  modified  as  it  is  in  appearance,  is  quite 
as  broad  as  the  unlimited  admission  of  every  one 
else  who  has  spoken.  It  is  an  evil  to  the  slave;  it 
is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  aAd  its  injustice  is 
not  the  less  because  it  is  advantageous  to  some  one 
else.  Every  injury,  from  the  least  to  the  greatest, 
might  find  the  same  sort  of  mitigation.  It  is  a 
very  great  evil  to  him  who  suffers,  but  it  is  no  evil 
to  nim  who  inflicts  it.  The  same  gentleman, 
however,  has  himself  made  the  most  unqualified 
concession ;  for  he  said  he  would  recommend  to 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  abolish  slavery,  and  that, 
in  his  own  State,  he  w6uld  favor  a  general  eman- 
cipation, as  soon  as  it  should  be  practicable,  which 
he  would  not  do  if  it  were  not  an  evil. 

I  beg  leave  further  to  say,  that  I  do  not  consider 
this  as  a  question  of  humanity,  or  a  question  of 
policy,  or  interest,  or  profit  or  ease ;  it  is.  disguise 
It  or  argue  it  as  you  will,  a  question  of  tne  exten- 
sion of  slavery.  It  is  a  question,  too,  not  for  the 
present  only,  but  for  future  ages ;  and  the  glorious 
example  oi  our  ancestors  admonishes  us  to  make 
the  sacrifice,  if  sacrifice  it  be^  as  we  would  have 
the  blessings  or  the  curses  of  posterity.  Why 
should  we  spread  an  acknowled^  evil  ?  Is  there 
any  other  moral  or  physical  evil  that  we  should 
thmk  it  wise  or  expedient  to  treat  in  this  way? 
Would  you  cultivate  the  ^wth  and  enlarge  the 
noxious  influence  of  «  poisonous  weed  1  Would 
any  father  so  treat  his  onspring,  even  in  this  very 
instance?  If  he  were  surrounded  with  slaves 
whom  he  believed  to  be  an  injury  and  a  curse  to 
him,  would  he  require  his  son  at  setting  out  in  life 
to  relieve  him,  by  taking  upon  himself  a  part  of 
the  odious  burden  ? 

Besides,  it  is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  and  ori- 
ginating in  our  choice.   The  extension  or  it,  there- 
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fore,  is  not  to  be  justified  but  by  the  most  urgent 
and  instaat  necessity,  so  evident  that  every  man 
will  at  once  agree  to  submit  to  its  imperious  dic- 
tates. I  reject  all  speculative,  or  probable,  or  mod- 
ified, or  remote  necessity  j  that  which  resolves  itself 
at  last,  when  fairly  analyzed,  into  a  matter  of 
profit,  of  convenience,  or  comparative  political 
power.  If  there  be  doubt  it  is  decisive,  even  though 
there  were  considerable  weight  of  probability  in 
favor  of  the  argument,  I  would  decide  against  it. 
Has  any  one  seriously  considered  the  scope  of  this 
doctrine  ?  It  leads  directly  to  the  establishment  of 
slavery  throughout  the  world. 

The  same  reasoning  that  will  justify  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery  into  one  region  of  the  country,  will 
justify  its  extension  to  another.  It  leads,  too,  di- 
rectly to  the  re-establishment  of  the  foreign  slave 
trade,  for  it  has  a  tendency  to  break  down  that 
great  moral  feeling  which  has  been  gradually  ma- 
king its  way  in  the  world,  and  to  which  alone, 
supported  and  encouraged  as  it  has  been  by  the 
untiring  exertions  of  humane  and  benevolent  men, 
we  are  indebted  for  the  abolition  of  that  detestable 
traffic,  so  long  the  disgrace  of  Christendom.  To 
look  upon  slavery  with  indifference,  to  witness  its 
extension  without  emotion,  to  permit  one's  self  to 
calculate  its  advantages — Sir,  the  next  step,  and  a 
very  short  one  it  is,  may  be  readily  imagined. 
There  are  parts  of  this  country  now,  at  this  very 
moment,  where  the  laws  against  the  importation 
of  slaves,  with  all  their  heavy  denunciations,  are 
continually  violated.  It  is  notorious  that,  in  spite 
of  the  utmost  vigilance  that  can  be  employed,  Afri- 
can negroes  are  clandestinely  brought  in  and  sold 
as  slaves.  This  could  not  happen  if  there  were 
a  universal  sentiment  against  the  trade ;  the  exist- 
eace  of  the  illicit  traffic  to  any  extent,  however 
small,  affords  the  fullest  proof  that  in  those  parts 
pf  the  Union,  where  it  continues  to  be  carried  on, 
it  meets  encouragement  from  the  feelings  and  the 
interests  of  some  part  of  the  community.  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  impute  these  feelings  to  any  State, 
or  to  any  considerable  part  of  a  State.  But  the 
sordid  appetite  exists,  or  such  inhuman  means 
would  not  be  employed  to  gratify  it. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  it  is  no  extension,  it 
is  only  diffusion,  that  is  to  be  the  effect. 

I  confess  I  do  not  well  understand  the  distinc- 
tion- The  diffusion  of  s-iaves  is  an  extension  of 
the  system  of  slavery,  with  all  its  odious  features, 
and  if  it  were  true,  as  it  certainly  is  not.  that  their 
numbers  would  not  be  increased  by  it,  still,  it  would 
be  at  least  impolitic.  But,  for  what  purpose  is 
this  diffusion  to  be  eneouraged  ?  To  disperse  and 
weaken  and  dilute  the  morbid  and  dangerous  mat- 
ter, says  one.  To  better  the  condition  of  the  slaves 
by  spreading  them  over  a  large  surface,  says  ano- 
ther. A  third  tells  us,  that  we  cannot  justl]^  refuse 
to  permit  a  man  to  remore  with  his  family.  A 
fourth  comes  directly  to  the  question  of  intjerest^ 
and  his  reason  is,  that  land  in  tne  State  of  Misso«uri 
has  beea  bought  by  individuals  upon  the  faith  of 
its  being  a  slave  State,  and  if  we  prohibit  slavery 
there,  these  lands  will  fall  in  value.  And  in  the 
rear  of  all  these,  comes  an  appeal  to  the  public 
invest,  in  the  shape  of  a  suggestion,  that  slavery 


must  be  permitted  in  order  to  maintain  the  price 
of  the  public  lands. 

I  would  ask  gentlemen  seriously  to  examinf 
their  hearts,  and  see  if  they  are  not  deceiving  them- 
selves — I  am  sure  they  mean  not  to  deceive  others. 
Do  they  remember  the  arguments  by  which  the 
slave  trade  was  so  long  and  so  obstinately  defended 
in  England  ?  The  triumph  of  humanity  there  is 
quite  recent,  and  the  contest  is  a  monument  of  the 
zeal  and  ingenuity  that  maybe  enlisted  in  a  cause, 
which  we  £l11  agree  to  have  been  utterly  indefen- 
sible, and  whicn  no  man  having  a  respect  for 
himself  would  now  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt 
to  defend.  The  arguments  then  employed,  I  am 
sorry  to  say,  have  too  much  resemUance  to  those 
which  are  urged  upon  this  question  of  expedieaey. 
The  debates  in  Parliament,  the  memorials  from 
Bristol  and  Liverpool,  the  repffesentations  of  West 
India  merchants,  and  ship  owners,  and  Ofwnen  of 
West  India  plantations,  were  filled  Tvith  state- 
ments of  the  importance  of  the  traffic  to  the  navi- 
gation and  trade,  and  revenue,  and  colonies,  and  all 
the  other  great  interests  of  the  Kingdom.  Tes, 
sir,  and  they  undertook  to  strengthen  their  argu- 
ment by  gravely  asserting  that  tne  African  slare 
was  reallyr  rescued  from  much  greater  misery,  hy 
putting  him  on  board  a  slave  ^ip  and  canyiog 
him  in  irons,  if  he  happened  to  survive,  to  tli^ 
place  destined  for  his  perpetual  imprisonmeiit. 
These  things  are  familiar  to  everybody,  and  they 
are  now  treated  as  they  deserve  to  beu 

But  it  is  only  diffusion  that  is  desired*  Is  this 
a  reasonable  desire  ?  But  little  more  than  thirty 
years  have  elapsed  since  the  ConstitotioiB  was 
adopted.  Two  States  of  this  Union  (Sooth  Car- 
olina and  Georgia)  then  insisted  upon  reserrin^ 
for  twenty  years,  the  privilege  of  supplying  them- 
selves with  slaves  from  abroad,  and  lefaaed  to 
come  into  the  Union  unless  Coagtess  wete  pro- 
hibited, during  that  time,  from  prevestiog  importa- 
tion. Congress  were  accordingly  probated,  and 
scarcely  ten  years  have  elapsed  since  the  prokubi- 
tion  ceased.  Can  they  reasonably  ask  alrtady  to 
be  permitted  to  diffuse  what  they  were  thea  so 
anxious  to  possess?  Are  they  so  soon  overbw^ 
dened  1  It  cannot  be,  for  the  illicit  trade  is  si^ 
carried  on,  and  that  would  end  at  oaee,  if  thwe 
were  not  a  demand  and  a  market. 

I  may  be  told,  and  told  with  truth,  that  the  olkcr 
slaveholding  States  are  not  exposed  to  the  aame 
remark.  Of  Virginia,  especially,  it  ^iTes  me  pka- 
sure  to  speak  on  this  subject,  with  aiaeere  raopeet. 
While  yet  a  colony,  she  remonstmted  agaiaat  the 
introduction  of  Uaves.  One  of  the  earliest  acta  of 
her  government,  after  her  indepaide^noe,  put  an 
end  to  the  trade ;  and  it  has  alwap  ham.  unte- ' 
stood,  to  her  honor,  that,  in  conreatioii,  bar  Take 
and  her  most  strenuous  exertions  weoe  enpbmd 
in  favor  of  the  immediate  abolition  of  the  Haw. 
Still,  sir,  with  respect  to  any  or  all  the  sLarekt^ 
ing  States,  I  may  be  allowed  to  adc,  is  difiusaon 
now  necessary  ?  I  think  it  is  not  Look  at  the 
present  price  of  skves.  Does  that  indicate  an 
actual  increase  of  their  numbees  to  such  an  ac^omt 
as  to  require  division?  I  am  injfbnaed  i^  a  gen- 
tleman, upoa  whose  accuracy  I  place  great  reiiaaee, 
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thftt,  from  the  adoption  of  the  Gonsthation  to  the 
present  time)  the  pSrice  hss  been  regularly  advanc- 
Big.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  as  high  now 
as  it  was  a  year  ago*  It  was  then,  like  every  thing 
else,  afieeted  by  speculation.  But  taking  arerage 
periods,  say  of  five  or  six  years,  there  Ims  been  a 
regular  and  constant  advance,  manifesting  a  d^ 
tnand  at  least  eqaal  to  the  supply. 

Take  another  and  a  larger  view.  Look  at  the 
extent  of  territory  occupied  entirely  by  freemen, 
and  that  which  is  occupied  by  freemen  and  slaves. 
You  wiU  find  that  at  the  time  of  the  last  census, 
in  1810,  444,070  sqiaate  miles  were  inhabited  by 
2)333,336  free  persons,  and  1,138,360  slaves,  giving 
a  total  of  3,471 ,696.  At  the  same  period,  3,650,101 
free  persons  had  for  their  portion  812,736  square 
miles.  Suck  was  then  the  comparative  extent 
alid  population  of  the  hee  States,  and  of  the  slave- 
holding  States  and  Territories;  the  latter,  with 
fewer  inhabitants  by  almost  two  hundred  thousand. 
yoBwminy  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand 
eoBare  miles  of  land  more  than  the  former ;  attract 
of  country  equal  in  size  to  the  two  largest  States 
in  the  Union.  The  pcrpubtion  in  the  free  States 
-we  know  increases  with  greater  rapidity  than  in 
the  slavehoktiag  States.  At  the  present  time,  it 
b  not  to  be  doubted  diat  the  disparity  is  greater 
than  it  was  in  1810,  and  more  unfavorable  to  the 
free  inhabitants.  In.  making  the  distribution  of 
fiittire  comforts,  we  ought  to  have  at  least  an 
equal  eye  to  the  latter,  and  they,  I  think,  from 
tlus  statement,  are  most  likely  sooii  to  want  room 
to  diffuse. 

If  it  were  not  dwelling  too  long  upon  this  part 
of  the  subject,  I  would  ask  gentlemen  to  look  also 
at  the  comparative  statement  of  the  population  to 
the  square  mile  in  the  free  States,  and  in  the  ^ve- 
Jiolding  States.  They  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Sey- 
bes-t's  work)  ^page  45.)  If  I  mistake  not^  the  aver- 
age of  the  former  was  27.56,  and  of  the  latter, 
15.36 — api^ying  the  corapsitation  to  the  Stetes 
contained  in  the  table.  These  facts  sufficiently 
answer  the  question  whether  di£b$ion  of  the  slave 
population  ia  now  necessary. 

I  am  fuUy  convinced,  however,  that  this  idea  of 
d^g^aien  (as  distinguished  from  essUmwi,  which  is 
at  present  so  great  a  favorite)  is  altogether  found- 
ed m  error.  If  the  amount  of  the  slave  population 
-were  filed,  and  it  could  not  be  increased,  it  would 
J10  doubt  be  correct  to  say,  that  in  spreading  it 
over  a  larger  surface,  you  only  difiiised  it  Bat 
thtt  is  certainly  not  the  case.  We  need  not  recur 
for  proof  or  illustration  to  the  laws  that  govern 
population.  Our  own  experienee  unhappily  shews 
that  this  evil  has  a  great  capacity  to  increase ;  and 
its  presmt  magnitude  is  such  as  to  occasion  the 
most  serious  anxiety.  In  1790.  there  were  in  the 
United  States  094,280  slaves ;  m  1800,  there  were 
889,881 ;  and  in  1810, 1,165,441.  This  is  a  gloomy 
picture.    The  arguments  of  gentlemen  on  the  op- 

C'te  side  admit  that  an  increase  vnll  take  place ; 
they  are  founded  upon  the  belief  that  the  time 
must  arrive  when  the  slaves  will  be  so  multiplied 
as  to  become  dangerous  to  their  possessors,  l^ere 
are  indeed  no  limits  to  die  increase  of  population, 
black  or  white,  siave  or  fre^  but  those  libkh  de- 


pend upon  the  means  of  subsistence.  By  enlarg- 
ing the  space,  genially  speaking,  you  increase  the 
quantity  of  food,  and  of  course  you  increase  the 
numbers  of  the  people.  Our  own  illustrious  Frank- 
lin, with  his  usual  sagacity,  long  ago  discovered 
this  important  truth.  "  Was  the  face  of  the  earth 
'  (be  siys)  vacant  of  other  plants,  it  might  be  grad- 

*  ually  sowed -and  overspread  with  onfe  kind  only ; 
'  as  for  instance  with  fennel :  and  were  it  empty 
'  of  other  inhabitants,  it  mignt  ia  a  few  ages  be 
'  replenished  from  one  nation  only ;  as  for  instance 

*  with  Englishmen."  If  this  does  not  ^actly  hap- 
pen, it  is  only  because  in. their  march  they  are  met 
and  resisted  by  other  j^ants  and  by  odier  people, 
struggling  like  themselves  for  the  means  of  sub- 
dstence. 

By  enlarging  the  limits  for  slavery,  you  are  thus 
preparing  the  means  fc^  its  indefinite  increase  and 
extension ;  and  the  result  will  be  to  keep  the  pres- 
ent slav^dding  States  supplied  to  their  wishes 
with  this-  description  of  pc^tation,  and  to  enable 
them  to  throw  off  the  surplus,  with  all  its  produc- 
tive power,  on  the  West,  as  long  as  the  country 
shall  be  able  and  wiUinjof  to  receive  them.  To 
what  extent  you  will  in  this  way  increase  the  slave 
population,  it  is  impossible  to  calculate;  but  that 
you  will  increase  it  there  can  be  no  doi]d)t,  and  it 
IS  equally  certain  that  the  increase  wHl  be  at  the 
expense  of  the  free  population. 

The  ^me  gentleman,  to  whom  I  have  several 
times  referred  before,  (Mr.  Clat,)  insists  that  this 
will  not  be  the  case.  He  says,  that  the  ratio  of 
increase  of  slave  population  slraws  that  ita  activity 
is  now  at  the  maximum ;  and,  as  this  implies  the 
existence  of  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  you 
cannot  by  any  change,  accelerate  the  increase. 
He  therefore  infers,  that  if  from  twenty  slaves  in 
an  old  State  you  take  two,  and  transfer  them  to  a 
new  one,  it  is  an  actoal  diminution  in  the  State 
from  which  they  are  taken  to  that  amount ;  and 
putting  the  two  States  together  you  miply  change 
the  place,  but  do  not  alter  the  quantity.  Suppos- 
ing the  fact  to  be  as  it  is  here  assumed  to  be, 
that  the  activity  of  increase  is  now  at  tta  maxi- 
mum, it  forms  a  most  conclusive  argument  against 
the  necessity  of  difiiiHon*  It  proves  that  there  is 
amnle  room  and  abundant  means  of  subsistence 
within  the  limits  thai  now  circimiacribe  the  slave 
population,  and  that  no  enlargement  of  these  lim- 
its is  necessary.  But,  sir,  we  must  lodr  a  little 
into  the  future.  Legislation  on  this  subieot  is  not 
merely  for  the  moment  we  occupy*  The  wIm^ 
scope  of  the  argument  against  us  is  founded  upon 
the  Mief  that  the  time  must  coihe  when  the  slaves 
will  be  straitened  in  the  Territory,  hirge  as  it  is. 
which  now  confines  them.  When  that  time  shall 
arrive,  I  presume  it  will  not  be  denied  that  their 
numbers  will  be  increased  by  enlarging  the  space 
for  them ;  and  then,  certainly,  you  vriu  have  ex- 
tended slavery  in  every  sense. 

Will  it  be  such  a  dispersion  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smyth)  has  talked  of?  If, 
Kke  tnisoners  of  war,  (one  of  the  cases  he  has 
menttoned,)  they  were  to  be  detained  fbr  a  limited 
time,  and  tnen  set  at  liberty ;  or  if  they  were  to  be 
mixed  in  society,  aiid  gradually  lose  their  diftliaot- 
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ive  character  in  the  mixture,  dispersion  would  be 
highly  expedient  and  just.  Qui,  they  are  negrroes 
and  slaves — ^so  they  are  to  continue. 

Their  descendants  are  to  be  negroes  and  slaves 
to  the  latest  generation,  and  for  ever  chained  to 
their  presoat  condition.  Nature^  has  placed  upon 
them  an  unalteiiable  physical  mark,  and  you  have 
associated  with  it  an  inseparable  moral  degrada- 
tion, either  of  which  opposes  a  barrier  not  to  be 
passed,  to  their  coalescing  with  the  society  that 
surrounds  them.  They  are,  and  for  ever  must  re- 
noain,  distinct. 

And  now,  let  me  ask  jgendemen  where  this  dif- 
fusion is  to  end?  If  circumstances  Fequire  it  at 
peseot,  will  not  the  same  circumstances  demand 
It  hereafter?  Will  thev  not,  at  some  future  time, 
become  straitened  in  their  new  limits,  however 
larg[e?  And  what  will  you  do  then?  Diffuse 
ag»in-^nd  what  then?  Even  this  diffusion  will 
hAve  its  limits,  and  when  they  are  reached,  the 
case  is  without  remedy  and  without  hope.  For  a 
present  ease  to  ourselves,  we  doom  our  posterity  to 
an  interminable  corse.  But,  we  seem  to  fo^^ 
altogether,  that  while  the  slaves  are  spreading,  the 
free  population  is  also  increasing,  and,  sooner  or 
later,  must  feel  the  pressure  which  it  is  supposed 
may  at  some  time  be  felt  by  the  slaves.  Where 
you  place  a  slave,  he  occupies  the  ground  that 
would  maintain  a  freeman.  And  who,  in  this 
code  of  speculative  humanity,  making  provision 
for  times  afar  ofi^  is  to  have  the  preference — the 
freeman  or  the  slave? 

In  this  long  view  of  remote  and  distant  conse- 
quences, the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr. 
Clay)  thinks  he  sees  how  slavery,  when  thus 

rid,  is  at  last  to  find  its  end.  It  is  to  be  brought 
t  by  the  combined  operation  of  the  laws 
which  regulate  the  price  of  labor  and  the  laws 
which  govern  population.  When  the  country 
shall  be  filled  with  inhabitants^  and  the  price  of 
labor  shall  have  reached  a  minimum  (a  compara- 
tive minimum  I  suppose  is  meant)  free  labor  will 
be  found  cheaper  than  slave  labcif.  Slaves  will 
then  be  without  employment,  and,  of  course,  with- 
out the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  which 
will  reduce  their  numbers,  and  finally  extirpate 
them.  This  is  the  argument,  as  I  understand  it. 
When  the  period,  referred  to  will  arrive,  no  one 
can  pretend  to  conjecture.  Much  less,  would  any 
one  attempt  to  say,  what  number  of  slaves  we 
shall  have  (with  the  previous  encouragement  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  them)  when  this  severe  law 
shall  begin  to  operate.  But  every  prudent  and 
feeling  man  will,  I  tbink,  agree,  without  hesitation, 
that  he  would  rather  «ee  the  experiment  tried  upon 
a  small  scale  than  a  large  one-— that  it  would  be 
more  easily  a^d  safely  conducted,  and  with  much 
lets  suffering,  in  the  present  slaveholdinff  States, 
than  if  it  were  to  emorace  in  addition  the  whole 
of  the  great  territory  beyond  the  Mississippi.  But. 
let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  what  he  supposes  will 
happen  in  the  mean  time?  The  diminished  price 
of  labor,  and  the  reduced  means  of  subsistence, 
are,  according  to  this  theory,  first  to  operate  upon 
the  freemen,  and  then  upon  the  slaves,  and  upon 
both  by  producing  a  considentble  degree  of  miiery. 


Does  he  suppose  that  they  will  pattendy  sutaitf 
and  wait  till  the  slow  desiructioii  arrives?  The 
two  great  classes,  kept  distiBct  bf  yoor  lawi, 
would,  in  such  a  struggle,  like  two  men  npcm  t 
single  plank  in  the  ocean^  make  a  desperate  eibrt 
eacn  to  secure  to  itself  existence,  by  destroyiDg  ^ 
life  of  the  other.  When  want  and  misery  begin 
to  press  upon  them,  instinct  will  teach  them  bow 
to  seek  relief,  and  deadly  violence  will  be  its 
agent.  And  what  would  then  be  the  sitoatioB  d 
the  country?  I  shudder  even  to  think  of  it.  The 
present  slave-holding '  States  luive  a  security  in 
being  surrounded  by  States  that  are  free.  But  if 
the  whole  nation,  or  even  a  considerable  part  of 
it,  were  in  the  same  condition,  *v7hat  seeority 
should  we  then  have? 

A^in,  sir.  we  are  told  thtct  the  aoModmeot  ii 
question  will  injure  the  rights  of  propertr,  by  de^ 
priving  the  owners  of  slaves  of  toeir  unoon  de- 
scendants, and  by  lessening  the  Faloe  of  ikk 
lands,  bought  upon  the  presumption  ^at  Misnoh 
would  be  a  slave  State.  Sic,  we  have  no  right  to 
meddle  with  the  ^uestioB  of  slavery  in  the  ezin- 
ing  States.  Their  own  laws  must  reffolate  the 
subject,  and  they  may  m(klifyat  as  to  &em  shall 
seem  beit.  But,  as  a  general  posidon,  indepa- 
dently  of  State  provisions,  it  may  saftdv  beaFcned, 
that  no  man  has  a  property  in  an  unborn  hma. 
being.  We  need  not  go  fasjbr  the  proof  of  tkis. 
The  States  that  have  abolished  slarery  have  done 
so  by  declaring  that  the  children  to  be  bom  sheoU 
be  free,  which  would  have  been  beyond  their  power 
if  there  had  be^n  a  propertv  in  the  children  befbre 
their  birth.  This  principle,  bowerer,  is  so  wdl 
established  that  it  need  not  be  further  insisted  upon. 
The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  land  is  a  coose- 

Suence  not  likely  to  happen.  The  reverse  wiU  be 
ie  case.  Let  anv  one  compare  the  prices  and  tke 
improvement  of  land  in  the  free  States  aad  the 
slaveholdinjg  States,  and  he  will  be  satisfied  that, 
in  this,  as  in  every  other  respect,  Missooii  wDi  be 
a  great  gainer  by  the  restriction.  Bat,  if  it  were 
otherwise,  is  the  great  policy  of  the  nation,  in  a 
point  so  vital — are  the  essential  interests  of  justice 
and  humanitv,  to  ykid  to  the  pecuniary  interests 
of  a  few  individuals?  Can  you  always  anatf 
doing  a  partial  injury  by  your  public  measnci? 
When  war  is  declared,  mniat  is  the  effect  upon  ^ 
merchant?  When  jpeace  is  made,  how  iloes  if 
fare  with  the  manniacturer  ?  You  cannot  eves 
alter  the  rate  of  a  duty  without  affectmg  some  in- 
terest of  the  community,  either  to  ita  prejudice  or 
benefit,  and.  at  last,  you  most  come  to  the  eonaid- 
eration  of  tne  great  ^estion  of  national  concen, 
to  which  minor  considerations  must  ^ve  way. 

In  the  varietur  of  claims  that  have  been  pressed 
upon  us,  there  is  but  a  single  one  which  deserves  a 
moment's  attention.  It  is  that  which  arises  ootof 
the  hiquiry,  so  often  repeated.  Will  you  not  saSet 
a  man  to  migrate  with  his  family  ?  Those  who 
have  been  accustomed  to  the  labm  and  service  d 
slaves,  it  is  not  to  be  denied,  cannot  at  once  change 
their  habits,  without  feding,  at  least  a  great  deal 
of  inconvenience.  It  is  also  true,  that  the  sbsd- 
ciations  which  have  been  formed  in  families  cat- 
not  be  broken  op  without  violence  and  injury  lo 
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both  the  parties ;  and  in  proportion  as  the  autboritjr 
has  been  mild  in  its  exercise,  will  (he  transfer  of  it 
to  other  hands  be  advantaseons,  especially  to  the 
servant.  But,  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  discrimi- 
nation, or  to  permit  the  introduction  of  slaves  at 
all,  without  laying  up  the  whole  matter.  If  you 
allow  jdayery  to  exist,  you  must  allow  it  without 
limits.  The  consequence  is,  that  the  State  becomes 
a  slave  State.  Free  labor  and  slave  labor  cannot 
be  employed  together.  Those  who  go  there  must 
become  slaveholders,  and  your  whole  system  is 
overturned.  Besides,  if  the  limited  permission  did 
not,  of  itself,  produce  the  evil^  to  an  unlimited  ex- 
tmt,  (as  it  certainly  would,)  it  is  liable  to  abuses, 
beyond  all  possibility  of  control,  which  would  in- 
evitably have  that  effect.  The  numbers  of  a  iam- 
ily  are  not  defined ;  the  number  of  families  of  this 
sort,  which  a  single  individual  may  have,  cannot  be 
fixed.  It  is  easy  to  see  how,  unoer  cobr  of  such 
permission,  a  regular  trade  might  be  established,^ 
and  carried  on,  as  long  as  there  was  any  tempta- 
tion of  profit  or  interest  This  arsument,  how- 
ever,  has  been  pressed,  as  if  a  prohibition  to  go 
with  slaves  was,  in  effect,  a  prohibition  to  the  in- 
halntants of  a  uaveholding  State  toffo at  alL  I 
cannot  believe  this  to  be  the  case.  Tney  may  go 
without  slaves ;  for,  though  slaves  are  a  conveni- 
ence and  a  luxury  to  those  who  are  accustomed  to 
them,  yet  the  inhabitants  of  the  slaveholding  States 
would  hardly  admit  that  they  are  indispensably 
necessary.  Besides,  they  may  take  their  slaves 
with  them  as  free  servants.  But,  look  at  the  eon- 
rerse.  The  introduction  of  slavery  banishes  free 
labor,  or  places  it  under  such  discouragement  and 
opprobrium  as  are  equivalent  in  effect.  You  shut 
tne  country,  then,  affainst  the  free  emigrant,  who 
carries  with  him  nothing  but  his  industry.  There 
are  large  and  valuable  classes  of  people  who  are 
o|>posed  to  slavery,  and  cannot  live  where  it  is  per- 
mitted. These,  too,  you  exclude.  The  laws  and 
the  policy  of  a  slave  State  will,  and  must  be,  adapt- 
ed to  the  condition  of  slavery,  and,  without  going 
into  any  particulars,  it  will  be  allowed  that  they 
are  in  the  highest  degree  offensive  to  those  who  are 
oi^K)sed  to  suivery.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  I  may  be 
pardoned  for  so  far  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the 
concerns  of  the  slaveholding  States ;  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  people  of  the  South  have  a  common 
interest  with  us  in  this  question — ^not  for  them- 
selves, perliBjps,  but  for  those  who  are  equally  dear 
to  them.  The  cultivation  by  slaves  requires  large 
estates.  They  cannot  be  parcelled  out  or  dividra. 
In  the  course  of  time,  and  before  very  long,  it  will 
happen  that  the  younger  children  of  Southern  fam- 
ilies must  look  elsewhere  to  find  employment  for 
their  talents,  and  scope  for  their  exertion.  What 
better  provision  can  they  have  than  free  States, 
where  they  may  fairly  enter  into  competition  with 
freemen,  and  every  one  find  the  level  which  his 
proper  abilities  entitles  him  to  expect  ?  The  hint 
IS  sufficient.  I  venture  to  throw  it  out  for  the  con- 
sideration of  those  whom  it  concerns. 

But,  independently  of  the  objections  to  the  ex- 
tension, arismg  from  the  views  thus  presented  by 
the  opponents  of  the  amendm^t,  and  indepen- 
dently of  many  much  more  deeply-founded  objec- 


tions, which  I  forbear  now  to  press,  there  are 
ei^ough,  of  a  very  obvious  kind,  to  settle  the  ques- 
tion conclusively.  With  the  indulgence  of  the 
Committee,  I  will  touch  upon  some  m  them. 

It  will  be  remembered  Uiat  this  is  the  first  step 
beyond  the  Mississippi — the  State  of  Louisiana  is 
no  exception,  for  there  slavery  existed  to  an  extent 
which  lef^  no  alternative — ^it  is  the  last  step,  too, 
for  this  is  the  last  stand  that  can  be  made.  Comr 
promise  is  forbidden  by  the  principles  qontendei 
for  on  both  sides.  Any  compromise  that  would 
^ive  slavery  to  Missouri  b  out  of  the  question.  It 
IS,  therefore,  the  final,  irretrievable  step^  which  can 
never  be  recalled,  and  must  lead  to  an  immeasura- 
ble spread  of  slavery  over  the  country  beyond  the 
Mississij^i.  If  any  one  falter;  if  he  be  tempted 
by  insinuations,  or  terrified  by  the  appr^ension  of 
losing  something  desirable:  if  he  find  himself 
drawn  aside  by  views  to  the  Httle  interests  that  are 
iounedialely  aiXNit  him,  let  him  reflect  ypon  the 
magnitude  of  the  question,  and  he  will  be  elevated 
above  all  such  considerations.  The  eyes  of  the 
eoontry  are  mx)n  him  \  the  interests  ol  posterity 
are  eomnnitted  to  his  care ;  let  him  beware  how  he 
barters,  not  his  own^  but  his  children's  birthright, 
for  a  mess  of  pottage.>  The  sdnsciousness  that  we 
have  done  our  duty  is  a  sure  and  never  fiuling  de- 
pendence. It  will  stand  by  us  and  support  us 
through  life,  unda  every  vicissitude  of  fortune, 
and  in  every  chan^  of  circumstances.  It  sheds  a 
steady  and  a  cheermg  light  upon  the  future  as  well 
as  the  present,  and  is  at  once  a  grateful  and  a  last- 
ing reward. 

Again,  sir,  by  increasing  the  market  fat  slaves, 
you  postpone  and  destroy  the  hope  of  extinguish- 
ing slavery  by  emancipation.  It  seems  to  me  that 
the  reduction  in  the  value  of  slaves,  however  ac^ 
complished,  is  the  only  inducement  that  will  ever 
effect  an  abolition  of  slavery.  The  multij^cation 
of  free  States  will,  at  the  same  time,  give  room  for 
emanclpaticm,  or,  to  speak  more  accurately,  for 
those  who  are  emancipated.  This,  I  would  re- 
spectfully suggest,  is  the  only  effectual  plan  of  coir 
onization ;  iKit  it  can  never  take  effect  while  it  k 
the  interest  of  owno^  to  pursue  their  ^ves  with 
so  m«ch  avidity,  or  to  pay  such  prices  for  theoL 
Increase  the  market,  and  you  keep  up  the  value ; 
increase  the  number  of  slaveholding  States,  and 
you  destroy  the  possibility  of  emancipation,  even 
if  every  part  of  tne  Union  should  desire  it.  You 
extoid,  indefinitdy,  the  formidable  difficulties 
which  already  exist. 

Nor  does  the  mischief  stop  here.  All  liberal 
minds,  and  all  parts  of  the  Union,  have,  with  one 
voice,  asreed  in  the  necessity  of  abolishing  that 
detestaue  traffic  in  human  flm,  the  slave  trade^ 
the  foreign  aiave  trade.  But,  reject  the  amend- 
ment on  your  table,  admit  Missouri  without  re- 
striction, and  you  will  inevitably  introduce  and 
establish  a  ^reat  inland  domestic  slave  trade,  not, 
it  is  true,  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  pas- 
sage, nor  the  cold-blooded  calculation  upon  the 
waste  of  human  life  in  the  seasoning,  but  still  with 
many  of  the  odious  features,  and  some  of  the  most 
cruel  accompaniments  of  that  hateful  traffic.  Fnun 
Washington  to  St.  Loois  may  be  a  distance  of  mie 
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thousand  miles.  Through  this  great  space,  and 
even  a  much  greater,  you  must  witness  the  trans- 
portation of  slaves,  with  the  usual  appendages  of 
handcufis  and  chains.  The  ties  of  domestic  life 
will  be  violently  rent  asunder,  and  those  whom 
nature  has  bound  together,  suffer  all  the  pangs  of 
an  unnatural  and  cruel  separation.  Unfeeling 
force,  stimulated  by  unfeeling  avarice,  will  tear 
the  parent  from  the  child,  and  the  child  from  the 
parent — the  husband  from  the  wife,  and  the  wife 
from  the  husband.  We  have  lately  witnessed 
something  of  this  sort  during  the  period  of  high 
prices.  Gentlemen  of  the  South,  particularly 
those  from  Virginia,  who  speak  of  their  slaves  as 
a  part  of  their  family,  would  start  at  this.  They 
would  reject,  with  scorn  and  indignation,  even  a 
suggestion,  that  they  were  to  furnish  a  market  for 
the  supply  of  slaves  to  the  other  States.  I  can 
well  believe,  that  in  families  where  the  relation 
has  long  subsisted,  there  are  feelings  that  would 
revolt  at  such  a  thought ;  feelings  that  have  con- 
siderably modified  this  severe  condition,  and  grown 
out  of  the  association  it  has,  in  a  long  course  of 
time,  produced.  But  can  any  one  tell  what  cu- 
pidity may  win  or  necessity  extort?  No  man  is 
superior  to  the  assaults  of  fortune ;  and  if  he  were, 
the  stroke  of  death  will  surely  come,  and  break 
down  his  paternal  government,  and  then  the  slave- 
dealer,  whom  he  would  have  kicked  from  his  en- 
closure, like  a  poisonous  reptile,  presents  himself — 
to  whom  ?  He  cannot  tell.  Thoughts  like  these 
have  often,  I  doubt  not,  produced  the  liberation  of 
slaves.  If  gentlemen  question  our  sincerity,  let 
them  consider  at  what  period  of  life  it  is,  that 
emancipation  most  frequently  takes  place.  It  is 
at  that  serious  moment  when  men  sit  down  to  set- 
tle their  worldly  concerns,  and,  as  it  were,  to  take 
their  leave  of  the  world.  Then  it  is,  by  the  last 
will,  to  take  effect,  when  their  own  control  is 
ended,  that  owners  restore  their  slaves  to  freedom, 
and,  by  what  they  certainly  consider  an  act  of  ius- 
tice,  surrender  them  to  themselves,  rather  tnan 
leave  them  to  the  disposal  of  they  know  not  whom. 
Let  gentlemen  from  the  South  reflect  on  this. 
The  public  sentiment,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery, 
is  every  where  improved,  and  still  improving.  It 
has  already  destroyed  that  monstrous  inhumanity 
called  the  slave  trade.  I  fear  that  such  a  measure 
as  is  now  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  the  re- 
strictioR  would  not  merely  check  and  retard  its 
proffress.  I  seriously  fear  that  it  may  gradually 
work  an  entire  change.  The  effects  are  not  to  be 
contemplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety. 

The  political  aspect  of  the  subject  is  not  less 
alarming.  The  existence  of  this  condition  among 
us  continually  endangers  the  peace  and  well  being 
of  the  Union  by  the  irritation  and  animosity  it 
creates  between  neighboring  States.  It  weakens 
the  nation  while  it  is  entire :  and,  if  ever  a  divis- 
sion  should  happen,  can  any  one  reflect  without 
horror  upon  the  consequences  that  may  be  worked 
out  of  an  extensively  prevailing  system  of  slavery  ? 
We  are  told,  indeed,  Doth  in  the  Hous^  and  oat  of 
it,  to  leave  tne  matter  to  Providence.  Those  who 
tell  us  so  are,  nevertheless,  active  and  eager  in  the 
smallest  of  their  own  concerns,  omittiDg  nothing 


I 


to  secure  success.  Sir,  we  are  endowed  "with  iae- 
ulties  that  enable  us  to  judge  and  to  chtx)se ;  to 
look  before  and  after,  however  imperfectly.  When 
these  have  been  fairly  and  conscientiously  exerted, 
we  may  then  humbly  submit  the  consequences, 
with  a  hope  and  belief,  that,  whatever  they  may 
be,  they  will  not  be  imputed  to  us.  The  issue  of 
our  counsels,  however  well  meant,  is  not  in  our 
hands.  But  if,  for  our  own  ^ratification,  regard- 
less of  all  considerations  of  right  or  wrong,  of  good 
or  evil,  we  hug  a  vicious  indulgence  to  our  bosom 
until  we  find  it  turning  to  a  venomous  serpent,  and 
threatening  to  sting  us  to  the  heart,  with  what 
rational  or  consoling  expectation  can  we  call  upon 
Providence  to  tear  it  away  and  sare  us  from  de- 
struction ? 

It  is  time  to  come  to  a  conclusion;  I  fear  I  have 
already  trespassed  too  long.  In  the  effort  1  have 
made  to  submit  to  the  Committee  my  view?  of  this 
question,  it  has  been  impossible  to  e^^ape  entirelj 
the  influence  of  the  sensation  that  po'vades  this 
House.  Yet,  I  have  no  such  appreheasioos  as 
have  been  expressed.  The  question  is,  indeed,  ai 
important  one;  but  its  importance  is  derived  aiUh 
getner  from  its  connexion  with  the  eztensioB,  in- 
definitely, of  negro  slavery,  over  a  land  wiuch  I 
trust  Providence  has  destined  for  the  labor  Mad  the 
support  of  freemen.  I  have  no  fear  that  tliis  ques- 
tion, much  as  it  has  agitated  the  country,  is  to 
produce  any  fatal  division,  or  even  to  gener^e  a 
new  or^nization  of  parties.  It  is  not  a  questka 
upon  wnich  we  ought  to  indulge  unreasonable  a] 
prehensions,  or  yield  to  the  counseb  of  fear. 
concerns  ages  to  come  and  millions  to  be  bora.  It 
is,  as  it  were,  a  question  of  a  new  political  crea- 
tion, and  it  is  for  us,  under  Heaven,  to  say  what 
shall  be  its  condition.  If  we  impose  the  restric- 
tion, it  will  I  hope  be  finally  imposed.  Bat  if 
hereafter  it  should  be  found  right  to  remove  it,  aad 
the  State  consent,  we  can  remove  it  Adnut  the 
State,  without  the  restriction,  the  power  is  gone 
forever,  and  with  it  are  forever  gone  ail  theenoits 
that  have  been  made  by  the  non-daveboldiBg 
States  to  repress  and  limit  the  sphere  of  siavcry, 
and  enlarge  and  extend  the  blessings  of  fireedoqi. 
With  it,  perhaps,  is  ^one  forever,  the  power  of 
preventing  the  traffic  in  slaves,  that  inbmnm  and 
detestable  traffic,  so  long  a  disszBce  to  ehristaft- 
dom.  In  future,  and  no  very  distant  times,  om- 
venience,  and  profit,  and  necessity,  may  be  foaaA 
as  available  pleas  as  they  formerly^  were,  aii4  fer 
the  luxury  of  slaves,  we  shall  affam  involve  olv- 
selves  in  the  sin  of  the  trade.  We  moat  not  pre- 
sume too  much  upon  the  strength  of  oar  icsobi- 
tions.  Let  every  man  who  has  been  aoouaConDed 
to  the  indulgence,  ask  himself  if  it  is  not  a  iuxnry, 
a  tempting  luxury,  which  solicits  him  stroogiyaBd 
at  every  moment.  The  prompt  obedience^  the 
ready  attention,  the  submissive  and  hamUey  but 
eager  effort  to  anticipate  command—^o'w  flatle^ 
ing  to  our  pride,  how  soothing  to  our  indolence  1 
To  the  members  from  the  South,  I  appod  to  know 
whether  they  wiU  suffer  any  temporary  inconve 
nience,  or  any  specidative  advantage  to  expose  os 
to  the  danger.  To  those  of  the  North,  no  appiai 
can  be  necessary.    To  both,  I  can  most  ainceRiy 
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say,  that,  as  I  know  my  own  views  on  this  subject 
to  be  free  from  any  unworthy  motive,  so  will  I  be- 
lieve that  they  likewise  have  no  object  but  the 
common  good  of  our  common  country,  and  that 
nothing  would  have  given  me  more  heartfelt  satis- 
faction than  that  the  present  proposition  should 
have  originated  in  the  same  quarter  to  which  we 
are  said  to  be  indebted  for  the  ordinance  of  1787. 
Then,  indeed,  would  Virginia  have  appeared  in 
even  more  than  her  wonted  splendor;  and,  spread- 
ing out  the  scroll  of  her  services,  would  have  oeheld 
none  of  them  with  greater  pleasure  than  that  series 
which  began  by  pleading  the  cause  of  humanity 
in  remonstrances  against  the  slave  trade,  while 
she  was  yet  a  colony,  and,  embracing  her  own  act 
of  abolition  and  the  ordinance  of  17^^  terminated 
in  the  restriction  on  Missouri.  Consider  what  a 
foundation  our  predecessors  have  laid,  and  bdiold, 
with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  how  the  work  has 
I>rospered !  What  is  there,  in  ancient  or  in  modern 
tim^  that  can  be  compared  with  the  crowth  and 
prosperity  of  the  Stated  formed  out  of  the  North- 
west Territory?  When  Europeans  repfoach  us 
with  our  negro  slavery ;  when  they  contrast  our 
republican  lK)ast  and  pretensions  with  the  exist- 
ence of  this  condition  among  us,  we  have  our  an- 
swer ready — ^it  is  to  you  we  owe  this  evil ;  you 
planted  it  here,  and  it  has  taken  such  root  in  the 
soil  that  we  have  not  the  power  to  eradicate  it. 
Thra,  turning  to  the  West,  and  directing  their  at- 
tention to  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  we  can 
proudly  tell  them  these  are  the  offspring  of  our 
policy  and  our  laws,  these  are  the  free  productions 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  But  if, 
beyond  this  smiling  region,  they  should  descry 
another  dark  spot  upon  the  face  of  the  new  crea- 
tion— another  scene  of  negro  shivery,  established 
hf  ourselves,  and  spreading  continually  towards 
the  further  ocean,  what  shall  we  say  then  ?  No, 
sir,  let  us  follow  up  the  work  our  ancestors  hdve 
begun.  Let  us  give  to  the  world  a  new  pledge  of 
our  sincerity.  Let  the  standard  of  freedom  be 
planted  in  Missouri,  by  the  hands  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  let  its  banner  wave  over  the  heads  of 
none  but  freemen — men  retaining  the  ima^  im- 
pressed upon  them  by  their  Creator,  and  depend- 
ent upon  none  but  God  and  the  laws.  Then,  as 
our  republican  States  extend,  republican  principles 
wfll  go  hand  in  hand  with  republican  practice — 
the  love  of  liberty  with  the  sense  of  justice. 

Then,  sir,  the  dawn  beaming  from  the  Consti- 
tution^ which  now  illuminates  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  will  spread  with  increasing  brightness  to 
the  furthest  west,  till,  in  its  brilliant  lustre,  the 
dark  spot  which  now  rests  upon  our  country  shall 
be  forever  hid  from  siffht.  Industry,  arts,  com- 
merce, knowledge,  will  flourish,  with  plenty  and 
contentment,  for  ages  to  come,  and  the  loud  chorus 
of  universal  freedom  re-echo,  from  the  Pacific  to 
the  Atlantic,  the  great  truths  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  Then,  too^  our  brethren  of  the 
South,  if  they  sincerely  wish  it,  may  scatter  their 
emancipated  slaves  through  this  boundless  region, 
and  our  country,  at  length,  be  happily  freed  for 
ever  from  the  foul  stain  and  curse  ot  slavery.  And 
if  (may  it  be  far,  very  far  distant)  intestine  com- 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess.— ^ 


motion,  civil  dissension,  division,  should  happen, 
we  shall  not  leave  our  posterity  exposed  to  the 
combined  horrors  of  a  civil  and  a  servile  war.  If 
any  man  still  hesitate,  influenced  by  some  tempo- 
rary motive  of  convenience,  or  ease,  or  profit,  I 
charge  him  to  think  what  our  fathers  have  suffered 
for  us,  and  then  to  ask  his  heart  if  he  can  be  faith- 
less to  the  obligation  he  owes  to  posterity. 


Thursday,  February  10. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  reported  a  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Angus  O.  Fraser,  and  others ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committedto  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Smith,  from  the  same  committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled 
"An  act  to  remit  the  duties  on  a  statue  of  Gkorge 
Washington,"  reported  the  same  without  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  were  directed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  confirming  the  in* 
habitants  of  the  parish  of  Ouachita  in  their  claim 
to  three  arpens,  front,  of  land,  situated  at  the 
junction  of  the  Bayou  Liard  with  the  river  Ou*- 
chita,  which  has  been  used  by  the  inhabitants  of 
said  parish  as  a  public  burying  ground. 

Bills  from  the  Senate  ot  t£e  following  titles,  to 
wit: 

1.  An  act  for  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district 
of  Pennsylvania ; 

2.  An  act  confirming  Anthony  Cavalier  and 
Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  a  tract  of  land  \  and, 

3.  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Anthony  S.  Delisle. 
Edward  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M.  Van  Cleef, 
were  severally  read  twice  and  committed,  the  first 
to  a  Committee,  of  the  Whole,  to-morrow,  the 
second  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims* 
and  the  latter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

THB  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  Sergeant  occupied  nearly  three  hours  in 
continuation  of  the  argument  which  he  commenced 
yesterday  in  support  of  the  Missouri  restriction — 
the  whole  of  which  is  given  in  preceding  pages. 
When  Mr.  S.  had  concmded — 

Mr.  P.  P.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  addressed  the 
Committee  as  follows : 

Mr.  Chairman :  In  rising  to  address  you  at  this 
time,  I  feel  that  1  labor  under  great  disadvantages. 
I  am  about  to  embark  in  the  discussion  of  a  sub- 
ject which  has  already  been  greatly  exhausted.  I 
am  about  to  do  this  too  at  a  period  of  the  day 
when  talents  of  a  higher  order  than  I  can  pretend 
to  would  scarcely  command  attention.  These  cir- 
cumstances are  of  themselves  suflSciently  discour- 
aging ;  but  the  greatest  difficulty  of  my  situation 
consists  in  the  frame  of  mind  in  which  I  fear  the 
Committee  have  been  left  by  the  closing  remarks 
of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
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OEANT,)  who  has  just  resumed  his  seat.  He  made 
such  persuasive  appeals  to  their  feelings ;  he  paint- 
ed in  such  flowing  colors  of  pathetic  eloquence 
the  horrors  of  slavery  in  general,  and  particularly 
the  agonizing  scenes  of  husbands  separated  from 
wives,  and  parents  torn  from  children,  that  I  fear 
the  agitations  of  an  excited  sensibility  will  be  un- 
friendly to  the  dispassionate  investigation  and  cor- 
rect decision  of  this  great  question. 

If,  sir,  the  cause  which  I  have  risen  to  defend, 
required  talents  like  those  which  I  have  just  de- 
scribed ;  talents  which,  by  exciting  the  sympathies 
of  the  heart,  cause  the  hearers  to  forget  the  alle- 
giance due  to  the  judgment,  then,  indeed,  I  should 
abandon  the  unequal,  the  hopeless  contest,  in  which 
I  should  find  myself  engaged.  But  the  duty  which 
devolves  on  me  is  of  a  different  kind  :  it  is  to  en- 
deavor, as  far  as  I  can,  to  allay  the  tumult  of  feel- 
ing which  has  just  been  excited,  and  then,  in  the 
language  of  plain  truth,  to  attempt  to  convince  your 
minds  of  the  error  of  the  gentleman's  reasoning. 

Let  me.  then,  tell  the  gentleman  that  the  pic- 
ture whicn  he  has  drawn  of  the  suffering  incident 
to  domestic  slavery  in  the  South,  is  too  strong ; 
that  he  has  shaded  it  too  deeply,  with  the  coloring 
of  his  own  imagination  ;  that,  though  we  do  keep 
the  yoke  of  servitude  on  the  necks  of  our  fellow 
men,  yet  our  humanity  has  lightened  its  pressure ; 
that,  though  slavery,  aisguise  it  as  you  will,  is  still 
a  bitter  draught,  yet  the  same  humanity  has  les- 
sened the  bitterness  of  this  draught,  by  the  infusion 
into  it  of  many  drops  of  consolation;  that,  in  fine, 
.such  has  been  the  continually  increasing  meliora- 
tion in  the  condition  of  that  people  amongst  us, 
that  they  now  in  general  experience  the  utmost 
degree  of  indulgence  which  is  compatible  with 
the  relation  of  master  and  slave. 

But,  sir,  I  find  that  I  am  digressing  from  the 
subject  which  I  rose  to  discuss.  Are  we  now  call- 
ed to  decide,  as  an  abstract  question,  whether  sla- 
very is  or  is  not  justifiable  ?  No,  sir,  that  question 
kad  been  long  settled,  before  the  formation  of  our 
Constitution :  slavery  existed  in  many  of  the 
States  at  that  period;  its  existence  and  its  con- 
tinuance were  recognised  by  that  instrument ;  the 
States  surrendered  to  the  Federal  Government 
no  power  over  the  subject,  except  after  a  given 
period,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad.  I  tell  gentlemen,  then,  that  this  is  neither 
the  time  nor  the  occasion  for  the  discussion  of  the 
abstract  justice  or  in j  ustice  of  slavery.  If  we  were 
called  upon  in  our  respective  State  Le^slatures 
to  decide  upon  its  continuance  or  abolition ;  or  if 
we  were  now  in  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  a  new  Federal  Constitution — in  either  of 
these  cases  their  arguments  of  that  kind  would 
have  some  application.  But  who  are  w^^  and  what 
are  our  functions?  We  are  the  creatures  df  the 
Constitution,  not  its  creators :  we  are  called  here 
to  execute,  not  to  make  one.  Let  gentlemen,  then, 
remember  that  it  is  not  sufficient  lor  them  to  show 
that  slavery  cannot  be  justified  in  itself;  that  it  is, 
if  you  please,  a  moral  and  political  evil ;  they  will 
yet  fail  to  maintain  their  ground,  unless  they  can 
also  show  that  the  Constitution  gives  us  power 
OTer  it. 


An  example  or  two  will  furnish  a  better  illustra- 
tion of  my  idea,  than  general  reasoning.  Luxury 
is  considered  a  great  political  evil  in  any  State, 
but  particularly  in  a  Government  like  ours,  whose 
stability  depends  upon  the  virtue  of  the  people. 
Let  us  suppose  that  this  political  malady  prevail- 
ed in  an  extreme  degree  in  any  one,  or  all  of  the 
States  of  this  Union.  Is  there  a  member  of  tbi& 
Committee  who  will  undertake  to  say,  that  we 
could  attempt  to  cure  the  evil  by  the  passage  of 
sumptuary  laws?  Again,  sir,  consider  all  those 
violations  of  morality  and  religion,  which  are  the 
subjects  of  the  criminal  jurisprudence  of  the  sev- 
eral States;  they  are  all  moral  and  political  evils; 
and  yet  no  memoer  of  this  Committee  will  yeatore 
to  amrm,  that  we  can  attempt  to  arrest  them  by 
our  legislation ;  and  why,  sir  7  For  the  obvious 
reason  that,  though  they  are  evils,  and  of  a  kiad^ 
too,  which  may  vitally  afifect  the  stability  and  pros- 
perity of  the  whole  body  politic,  yet  they  aie  the 
subject  of  State  legislation,  over  which  no  power 
has  been  transferred  to  us  by  the  Coostitytioo. 
Sir,  as  well  might  the  British  rarliament  attempt 
to  exercise  its  authority,  in  the  correction  of  what 
it  thought  to  be  moral  or  political  evil,  in  the  sev- 
eral States ;  because,  as  it  respects  any  sahjecL 
over  which  the  Constitution  has  not  :giveo  us 
power,  we  are  as  alien  a  government,  im  relation 
to  the  States,  as  is  the  British  Government. 

I  have  made  these,  remarks  for  the  puqtose  of 
disembarrassing  thisquestiou  of  extraneous  difficul- 
ty ;  of  showing  what  the  question  is  not,  that  we 
may  better  understand  what  it  is.  The  qtiestioii 
is  not,  then,  whether  slavery  is,  in  itself,  an  evil, 
but  whether,  supposing  it  to  be  such,  we  have  the 
power  to  correct  it,  in  relation  to  Missouri  ?  The 
Committee  will  perceive,  from  my  mode  of  stat- 
ing the  question,  that  I  mean  to  discard  from  mj 
consideration  the  inquiry  into  the  homanity  and 
expediency  of  the  proposed  restriction;  I  do  this 
because  ample  justice  has  already  heen  done  by 
abler  advocates  than  myself,  to  those  views  of  the 
subject ;  and  because,  too,  1  can  conceive  ik>  amk 
mcnt  so  strotig,  to  prove  the  inexpediency  of  tht 
measure,  as  will  result  from  provmg,  as  I  hope  1 
shall  be  able  to  do,  that  we  have  not  the  power  to 
impose  it.  Let  gentlemen  reconcile  it,  if  they 
can,  with  their  ideas  of  humanity,  to  prevent  an 
increase  of  slaves,  by  denying  to  them  an  increase 
of  comforts ;  let  them,  if  they  can,  reconcile  it 
with  their  ideas  of  justice  or  expediency,  to  keep 
this  vast  country  uncontaminated  with  slaves,  £or 
millions  of  freemen  yet  unborn,  at  the  hazard  df 
the  h{4)piness  and  safety  of  mimoDs  now  existing: 
if,  upon  these  points,  they  differ  with  me  in  opa- 
ion,  they  will  at  least  agree  in  this  proposition; 
thatf  under  no  circmnstances,  ought  we  to  attempt 
to  do  that,  which  we  have  not  power  to  do.  That 
we  have  no  power  to  impose  this  restriction,  I 
shall  attempt  to  prove,  by  showing^  that  it  would 
be  in  direct  violation  of  the  Constitution,  and  of 
the  treaty  of  cession  from  France^  of  1803.  Be- 
fore, however,  I  enter  particularlv  mto  the  reasoa- 
ing  in  support  of  the  view  wnich  I  have  jotf 
mentioned,  1  beg  leave  to  notice  some  remarks  of 
the  member  from  Pennsylvania,  in  relation  to  the 
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coBstruction  of  the  Constitution.    He  told  us.  that 
there  was  an  increasing  liberality  in  this  respect; 
and  that,  particularly  in  relation  to  any  measure 
of  a  beneticent  character,  he  looked  into  that  in- 
strument with  a  desire  to  find  the  necessary  pow- 
er.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  indeed  liberality,  and  m  an 
increasing  degree;  and  I  must  be  permitted  to 
say,  that  we  are  extremely  apt  to  tnink  that  we 
find  that  which  we  seek  with  a  desire  to  find. 
The  gentleman  referred  to  some  examples  of  this 
liberal  spirit.    I  candidly  own  to  you,  sir,  that  I 
am  filled  with  the  most  serious  apprehensions,  at 
the  progiess  which  we  have  already  made,  and 
which  we  seem  disposed  yet  to  make,  in  t^s  re- 
spect ;  let  us  for  a  moment  mark  it.    At  one  time 
a  National  IBank  is  proposed  to  be  established ;  it 
is  discovered  that  this  will  facilitate  the  collection 
of  the  public  revenue ;  and  hence,  a  power  is  deriv- 
ed to  establish  it,  although  a  proposition  was  made 
in  the  Convention,  to  give  tne  power  of  granting 
charters  of  incorporation,  which  did  not  pass  ;* 
at  another  time  a  great  system  of  internal  improve- 
noent  is  proposed ,  it  is  recommended  by  its  benefi- 
cence, in  annihilating  space,  and  bringing  nearer 
together  the  extremities  of  tne  Republic,  oy  roads 
and  canals ;  and  from  the  power  to  declare  war, 
is  derived  a  power  to  establish  military  joads,  al- 
though one  of  the  schemes  of  government,  pro- 
posed in  convention,  contained  a  proposition  to 
establish  military,  as  well  as  post  roads,  which 
prevailed  only  so  far  as  relates  to  the  latter.f 
Thus,  sir,  we  have  been  continually  advancing, 
step  hy  step,  in  the  enlargement  of  the  rule  of  con- 
struction, and  every  previous  decision  becomes  a 
precedent  in  aid  of  that  which  next    follows. 
Whether  we  have  yet  arrived  at  the  point  mark- 
ed by  the  limits  of  the  Constitution,  it  seems  to  be 
impossible  to  say  ;  for,  as  we  advance,  those  limits, 
Like  our  horizon,  seem  to  recede ;  so  that  whatever 
step  we  have  last  taken,  marks  not  the  utmost 
verge  of  our  power,  hot  only  the  point  to  which 
construction,  up  to  that  time,  iias  carried  us.    By 
like  aid  of  construction,  then,  we  find  ourselves  in 
pQssessipa  of  very  large  powers,  and  defined  by 
very  unsettled  boundaries,  in  relation  to  the  old 
States ;  if,  in. addition  to  this,  we  assume  the  pow- 
er now  claimed  bv  gentlemen  in  relation  to  new 
3tiates,  which  I  snail  attempt  to  show  is  entirely 
irithont  boundary  at  all,  then,  indeed,  I  shall  begin 
to  think  that  parchment  delineations  of  power  are 
little  else  than  form:  that  mankind  have  no  liga- 
2Zients  strong  enougn  to  bfaid  the  hands  of  their 
feUow-men  when  m  power.    If  the  doctrine  now 
contended  for  be  true,  let  us  not,  as  in  other  days 
yre  were  wont  to  do,  inquire  what  powers  have 
we,  but  what  have  we  not. 

These  remarks  have  been  called  forth  by  those 
-which  were  made  by  the  member  who  preceded 
me.  I  now  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
Tery  question  oefore  us,  and  I  will  endeavor  to 
subject  it  to  the  severest  scrutiny  of  which  I  am 
capable.  The  bill  before  us  proposes  to  authorize 
the  people  of  Missouri  to  form  a  constitution  and 
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State  government.  An  amendnlent  is  offered  to 
the  bil^  which  requires  of  the  proposed  State,  as  a 
sifit  qua  non  to  its  admission  into  the  Union,  that 
it  should  by  a  compact,  irrevocable  without  the 
consent  of  Congress,  make  a  provision,  the  efiect 
of  which  would  be  to  prevent  the  further  intro- 
duction of  slaves  into  that  State,  and  to  emanci- 
pate the  children  of  all  those  now  there.  And  the 
question  is,  whether  we  have  power  to  impose  this 
condition,  which  the  amendment  proposes  ?  The 
advocates  of  the  am^dment  contend  that  we  have 
the  power ;  on  our  part  it  is  contended  that  we 
have  not. 

The  question  being  thus  precisely  stated,  I  will 
remind  gentlemen,  at  the  threshold  of  the  discus- 
sion, that  they  hold  the  affirmative;  that  there- 
fore the  burden  of  proof  devolves  on  them.  I  do 
not  mention  this  from  any  apprehension  of  the 
weakness  of  mj  position ;  on  the  contrary,  sueh  is 
my  confidence  m  its  strength,  that  I  feel  I  can  with 
safety  assume  upon  my^f  the  burden  of  proof, 
when  it  belongs  to  my  opponents :  but  1  wish  it  to 
be  distinctly  understood,  that  I  shall  consider  thb 
as  a  gratuity  on  my  part,  and  not  an  actH>f  dutv. 

Both  the  members  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Hkmphill  and  M^  Scroeant)  have  relied  much 
upon  the  ordinance  of  1787,  the  sixth  article  of 
which  forbids  slavery  in  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory, as  showing  the  power  of  the  Old  Congreas 
in  relation  to  this  subject.  As  this  is  anterior  to 
the  Constitution,  and  as  it  may  somewhat  conduce 
to  system  to  observe  a  chronological  order,  I  beg 
leave  first  to  examine  the  character  of  that  act, 
and  what  influence  it  ought  to  have  upon  this 
question .  This  celebrated  act  of  the  Old  Congress 
has  been  called  an  usurpation.  Gentlemen  nave 
expressed  their  astonishment  at  this  epithet.  I  am 
prepared,  from  the  ma^t  unquestionahle  authority, 
to  prove  the  charge ;  and  for  that  purpose  I  heg 
leave  to  read  from  the  thirty-eighth  number  of  the 
Federalist  the  following  extract :  "  Congress  (that 
'  1$,  the  Old  Congress)  have  undertaken  to  do  more : 
^  they  have  proceeded  to  form  new  States ;  to 
^  erect  temporary  governments ;  to  appoint  ofiSlcers 
^  for  them ;  and  to  prescribe  the  conditions  (m 
'  which  such  States  shall  be  admitted  in|o  the 
^  Confederacy.  All  this  has  been  done,  and  with- 
'  out  the  least  color  of  Constitutional  authority." 
These,  sir,  are  the  words  of  a  member  (and,  let  me 
add,  a  distinguished  member)  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention ;  one  who,  after  he  had  contributed  to  the 
formation  of  the  Constitution,  devoted  eight  years 
of  his  life  to  its  actual  administratioB.  If  then 
the  Old  Congress,  in  the  enactment  of  that  ordi- 
nance, acted  without  the  least  color  of  Constitu- 
tional authority,  it  is  obvious  that  the  act  must  be 
utterly  void,  as.an  act  of  legislation.  Has  it  force 
in  any  other  way  ?  Gentlemen,  con.5ciou8  of  this 
vital  defect,  have  in  efiect  conceded  it,  by  resting 
its  authority  upon  the  footing  of  contract.  They 
say,  that,  after  the  cession  of  Virginia,  and  the 
enactment  of  that  ordinance,  it  was  submitted 
to  Virginia  for  her  ratification,  and  that  it  was 
ratMed.  It  has  already  been  shown  by  the  Speak- 
er, both  from  the  resolution  of  Congress  and  the 
act  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  that  it  was  an 
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alteration  in  the  number  and  dimensions  of  the 
States  to  be  carved  out  of  that  territory  which  was 
alone  submitted,  and  which  therefore  was  alone 
intended  to  be  decided.  But  there  are  other  insu- 
perable objections  to  this  ordinance,  considered 
upon  the  footing  of  a  contract,  having  any  influ- 
ence tipon  the  present  question. 

It  has  been  correctly  said,  that,  to  make  a  valid 
contract,  there  must  be  two  parties.  Now,  though 
Virginia  should  be  considered  as  having  been  com- 
petent, yet  the  Old  Congress  was  not.  I  have 
shown  you  that  they  had  not  the  least  color  of 
Constitutional  authority  over  the  subject.  It  fol- 
lows, then,  that  they  were  as  little  competent  to 
contract  as  to  legislate  in  relation  to  it.  But,  again, 
sir;  supposing  the  Old  Congress  to  have  been  a 
competent  contractib]^  party,  it  is  conceded  on  the 
other  side  that,  considering  the  ordinance  in  the 
lijgfht  of  a  contract,  the  assent  of  Virginia  was  in- 
dispensable to  its  validity.  Now,  sir^  to  make  that 
at  all  analogous  to  the  present  case,  it  is  necessary 
that  France  should  give  its  assent  to  the  proposed 
restriction  of  slavery  p  because  France,  having 
been  the  Power  which  ceded  LfOuisiana^  stands  in 
the  same  relation  to  that  country  as  Virginia  did 
to  the  Northwestern  Territory.  Surely,  then,  there 
can  be  no  weight  due  to  this  ordinance  as  'a  prece- 
dent, when  we  reflect  that  it  emanated  from  men 
having  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject-matter  to 
which  it  relates ;  and  that  toa  at  a  time  anterior 
to  the  fbrmation  of  our  Constitution,  which  is  the 
only  source  of  our  power,  and  which,  I  shall 
attempt  to  prove,  clearly  gives  us  none  such  as  is 
contended  for. 

One  gentleman,  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemp- 
hill,) attempted  to  derive  some  aid  to  his  ar- 
gument, from  the  Journal  of  the  Federal  Con- 
vention; he  said,  that,  as  the  clause  originally 
stood,  it  authorized  Congress  to  admit  new  States 
upon  the  same  footing  vnth  the  original  States ; 
and,  as  these  words  are  not  found  m  the  exist- 
ing Constitution,  he  thence  infers  that  it  was 
intended  to  vest  Congress  with  a  discretionary 
power  as  to  conditions ;  if  the  gentleman  had  ex- 
amined the  same  clause,  in  its  original  shape,  he 
would  have  found  that  it  also  contained  this  pro- 
vision, "that  Congress  might  make  conditions 
with  the  new  States,  as  to  the  existing  public  debt" 
Now,  sir,  the  gentleman,  I  am  sure,  would  not  be 
willing  to  extend  the  inference  on  which  he  relies, 
to  this  part  of  the  clause ;  because,  if  he  did,  the 
consequence  would  be  that  the  new  States  would 
not  be  liable  for  their  proportion  of  the  public  debt. 
The  truth  is,  that  botn  sets  of  words  were  omitted 
for  the  same  reason.  That  is.  because  they  were 
both  necessary  consequences  of  the  admission,  and 
they  were,  therefore,  supererogatory.  Many  other 
exaniples  mig^ht  be  found  by  examining  the  Jour- 
nal, from  which  it  was  evident  that  particular  ex- 
pressions included  in  the  first  project  of  the  Con- 
stitution, were  omitted  in  the  existing  one,  because 
they  were  necessarily  embraced  in  me  remainder 
of  the  same  clause,  or  were  the  unavoidable  result 
of  the  construction  of  the  whole  instrument.  This 
argument,  then,  is  utterly  untenable. 

1  come  now,  sir,  in  the  order  of  discussion,  to  the 


Constitution  itself;  various  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument have  been  relied  upon,  in  support  of  tJie 
proposed  measure;  and,  here,  sir,  the  nrst  lemark 
to  1^  made  is  this :  That  the  friends  of  this  restite- 
tion  not  only  trace  this  power  up  to  different  prin- 
ciples, but  to  such  as  are  utterly  incompatible  wi^ 
each  other ;  and  in  relation  to  w^hich,  therefore, 
the  assertion  of  one  is  necessarily  the  refhtatioii 
of  the  other.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  say,  that  m 
are  authorized  to  impose  the  restriction,  by  virtoe 
of  our  legislative  power ;  others  say,  vre  derive  tbe 
authority  from  compact  I  said  tiiat  there  was  an 
incompatibility  in  tneirprinciples,  and  I  will  now 
endeavor  to  prove  it.  When  we  make  a  contract, 
we  consult  not  our  will  only,  bat  that  of  the  otho 
party  also;  and  it  is  the  concurrence  of  our  wills, 
which  can  alone  give  being  to  a  contract ;  bat  in 
legislation,  our  own  will  is  the  rule  of  our  action; 
vduntas  stat  pro  ratione — ^we speak  to  command— we 
command  to  be  obeyed.  Were  I  disposed  to  give  a 
very  strong  example  of  the  leg^islatire  style,  I  wooM 
quote  the  imperial  edict,  as  giv^n  to  us  in  the  book 
of  highest  authority :  "  Caesar  Aufi^stns  sent  forti  a 
decree,  saying,  all  the  world  snould  be  taxed." 
We  do  not,  indeed,  use  such  a  lofty  style  of  impe- 
rial dictation ;  nor  does  the  extent  of  the  ciriliaad 
worid  constitute  the  bounds  of  oar  dominna,  as 
in  the  days  of  the  second  Csssar  ;  but  our  legi^- 
tive  power,  within  the  lawful  range  of  its  aathoi- 
ity,  is  just  as  unlimited,  save  only,  that  we  aie 
subject  to  the  control  which  the  exercise  of  a  scmwi 
discretion  and  our  responsibility  to  our  consutoents 
impose  upon  us.  I  repeat,  then,  that  to  attempt  to 
maintain  the  legislative  power,  is  to  abandon  the 
ground  of  compact ;  and  e  converso,  to  attempt  to 
maintain  the  principle  of  compact,  is  to  abandon 
the  legislative  power;  because  the  one  hopiks 
consent,  as  essential  to  its  existence,  whilst  die 
other  acts  independentlv  of  all  consent,  io  the  ex- 
ecution of  its  own  will.  I  will  now,  however, 
with,  the  leave  of  the  Committee,  proceed  to  ex- 
amine the  several  provisions  of  the  Consdtutioa 
which  have  been  relied  on,  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion,  with  a  view  to  support  the  one  or  the 
other  of  these  principles.  Before  I  do  this,  bow- 
ever,  I  must  make  this  apologetic  remark  w  the 
Committee,  for  referring  to  clauses  which  have 
been  so  often  quoted :  That  the  advocates  of  the 
restriction,  having  to  maintain  their  principles, 
have  selected  their  own  texts  of  the  Conslittitka^ 
on  which  to  comment^  that,  as  my  argument  ax- 
sists  of  a  counter  commentary  to  theirs,  I  am 
constrained  to  refer  to  the  same  texts  from  neces- 
sity. 

The  first  which  I  shall  examine,  because  it  las 
been  most  relied  on,  is  in  these  words:  «*Nfir 
States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this 
Union.*^  Now,  say  gentlemen,  this  provision  is 
permissive^  not  imperaHtt,  That  as  Cong^ress  may- 
so  they  may  not,  admit ;  and  as  they  may  not  ad- 
mit, therefore  they  may,  in  their  discretion,  impose 
their  own  terms.  On  my  part,  it  is  contended  ih* 
the  power  of  Congress  is  limited  to  the  simple  ar 
temative,  of  admitting  or  not  admitting ;  that  even 
this  power  is  subject  to  the  modification,  that  l*ey 
have  not  the  moral  right  to  refuse  admissian  to  a 
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territory,  whose  situation  and  circumstances  fit  it 
for  admission. 

I  would  illustrate  my  idea  on  this  subject,  by  a 
reference  to  thepowers  of  laying  taxes  and  borrow- 
ing money.  We  have  the  power  to  obtain,  either 
by  taxation  or  loan,  millions  of  dollars,  if  the  Trea- 
sury were  even  full  to  overflowing ;  yet  no  man 
will  say,  that  we  have  the  moral  right  to  do  this, 
much  less  to  menace  a  State  or  States  with  the 
exercise  of  this  power,  unless  it,  or  they,  would 
agree  to  some  condition,  injurious  to  their  rights. 
But  let  us  return  to  the  clause.  What  is  to  be 
admitted?  ,A  State.  Although  much  has  been 
already  said  in  relation  to  this  word,  I  beg  leave 
to  ada  something  more.  The  definition  of  the 
word  StaUy  in  general,  need  not  be  resorted  to.  be- 
cause it  is  to  be  defined  here,  in  the  sense  in  wnich 
it  is  used  in  the  Constitution.  There  is  no  rule  of 
construction  so  universal,  as  it  respects  laws,  trea- 
ties, or  constitutions,  as  this,  that  the  same  word 
reputedly  occurring  in  the  same  instrument,  shall 
rec^eive  the  same  interpretation.  Thus,  sir,  no  one 
will  deny,  when  both  the  Federal  and  State  Gov- 
ernments are  forbidden  to  pass  b^Us  of  attainder, 
or  ex  post /ado  laws,  that  these  terms  mean  the 
same  thin^,  in  each  instance.  Take  another  ex- 
ample, which  comes  nieher  to  the  present  question: 
Suppose,  in  the  very  clause  now  under  considera- 
tion, it  had,  from  abundant  caution,  been  added, 
that  the  new  States,  upon  their  admission,  should 
be  entitled  each  to  two  Senators  and  their  proper 
proportion  of  Representatives ;  no  man  would  have 
douDted  but  that  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
must  possess  precisely  the  qualifications  prescribed, 
in  a  previous  part  of  the  Constitution,  to  wit,  a 
certam  age,  residence,  and  citizenship ;  and  so,  sir, 
of  any  other  term  in  the  whole  instrument.  Con- 
strue the  word  State,  then,  like  all  the  other  words 
in  the  Constitution,  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  pre- 
Yiously  and  repeatedly  used,  and  there  would  at 
once  be  an  end  of  the  question.  For,  when  a  new 
State  is  to  be  admitted,  it  is  just  such  a  State,  as 
is  produced  by  the  various  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

But,  again  sir,  new  States  are  to  be  admitted. 
Now  this  word  new  is  clearly  put  in  contradistinc- 
tion  to  oldy  and  this  contradistmction  is  what  con- 
stitutes and  defines  the  difference  which  was  in- 
tended to  be  expressed ;  as  naturally,  as  when  we 
speak  of  a  youn^  man  we  put  him  in  contradis- 
tinction to  an  old  one ;  but  with  this  difference 
only,  we  mean  a  natural  being^  of  the  same  pow- 
ers and  faculties,  such  as  will,  judgment,  memory, 
4bc.  Soj  sir,  when  we  speak  of  new,  in  opposition 
to  old  States,  we  mean  just  such  a  political  being, 
possessing  the  same  political  powers  and  faculties, 
distin^ished  only  by  the  circumstance  of  age. 

This  assumption,  that  because  we  have  a  power 
to  refuse  admission,  we  therefore  have  a  right  to 
impose  terms  upon  that  admission,  proceeds  from 
the  misapplication  of  a  principle  in  itself  perfectly 
true,  but  which  has  no  sort  of  application  to  the 
present  question*  It  b  this,  that  he  who  gives,  has 
a  right  to  prescribe  the  terms  of  the  gift.  This  is 
entirely  true,  in  relation  to  property  which  belonss 
to  ourselves,  and  which  we  have  not  only  the 


power,  but  the  moral  ri^ht,  to  give  or  not,  as  we 
please ;  but  it  is  untrue,  if  it  be  attempted  to  apply 
it  to  a  case  like  the  present,  when  we  are  acting 
not  for  ourselves,  but  as  trustees  for  others ;  not  in 
relation  to  any  thing  which  belongs  to  us,  but  in 
relation  to  the  subject-matter  of  that  trust ;  in  that 
case,  not  we,  but  those  whose  aj^ents  we  are,  have 
the  right  to  prescribe  terms,  as  I  shaU  endeavor  to 
show  has  been  done  by  the  Constitution.  To 
show  the  fallacy  of  this  doctrine,  that  because  we 
may  give,  or  withhold  our  assent,  we  may  therefore 
impose  our  own  terms,  permit  me  to  call  your  at- 
tention to  some  analogous  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Congress  has  power  to  ^ive  its  consent 
or  not,  that  a  State  may  lay  duties  on  imports. 
Suppose  an  application  made  for  such  consent,  is 
there  a  member  of  the  Committee  who  would  con- 
tend, that  Congress  has  a  rig^ht  to  give  it,  upon 
condition  that  the  State  shomd  give  some  eqmva- 
lent  ?  For  example,  that  it  should  agree  in  its  turn, 
that  its  exports  should  be  taxed ;  no  one,  I  am  per- 
suaded, will  attempt  to  maintain  this  position. 
Again,  sir.  Congress  may  consent  or  not,  that  a 
State  may  keep  troops  in  time  of  peace;  would 
they  have  a  right  to  attach  as  a  condition  to  that 
consent,  that  the  State  should  submit  to  the  im- 
position of ^  a  direct  tax,  in  a  mode  different  from 
the  ratio  of  representation  ?  No.  sir,  it  will  not  be 
pretended ;  and  yet  there  would  oe  as  much  plau- 
sibility in  both  of  these  hypothetical  cases,  as  can 
well  be  conceived  in  any  case ;  because  the  con- 
ditions stated  in  both,  consist  in  surrendering  rights 
reserved  to  the  States  for  their  benefit :  yet  Con- 
gress could  not  attach  such  conditions.  The  path  of 
duty  would  be  plainly  thi^ :  if  the  situation  of  the 
applying  States  were  such,  that  the  rec^Uired  con- 
sent ought  not  to  be  granted,  then  it  would  be 
wrong  to  grant  it  for  any  supposed  equivalent ;  if, 
on  the  contrary,  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
make  the  application  a  proper  one,  then  it  ought 
to  be  granted .  without  eqmvalent.  I  could  state 
other  cases  of  a  similar  character ;  these  will  be 
sufficient  to  show,  that  it  does  not  follow,  because 
we  have  a  power  to  refuse  consent,  therefore  we 
may  impose  conditions  on  that  consent,  when 
granted. 

If  we  were  to  impose  this  condition,  we  should 
commit  a  palpable  violation  of  that  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  which  makes  it  our  duty  to  guar- 
anty to  every  State  in  the  Union  a  republican  form 
of  government.  A  Republican  Government  is 
one  derived  from  the  people  to  be  governed  by  it, 
liable  to  be  altered,  reformed,  or  abolished  by  them- 
selves. Yet  we,  whose  sworn  duty  it  is  to  guar- 
anty to  the  people  of  Missouri  a  government 
formed  by  themselves,  are  now  about  to  declare, 
that  in  one  important  particular,  their  constitution 
shall  not  be  such  as  they  desire,  shall  not  be  alter- 
able according  to  their  own  will,  but  shall,  in  the 
first  instance,  be  such  as  we  choose  it  to  be,  and 
shall  not  afterwards  be  altered  without  our  consent. 
Sir,  the  plain  meaning  of  the  Constitution  is  this — 
its  provisions  were  intended  not  only  for  the  States 
which  then  existed,  but  for  such  as  should  there- 
after exist  As  far  as  they  then  existed,  they  at 
once  became  parties  to  it ;  and  no  man  can  doubt 
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bat  that  the  new  States  since  formed)  had  they 
then  been  in  being^  would  hare  been  received  as 
parties  to  that  familj  compact,  and  consequently 
upon  the  terms  therem  contained ;  but  those  States 
which  did  not  then  exist,  could  not  become  parties ; 
the  original  States,  therefore,  led  this  Constitution 
as  a  perpetual  power  of  attorney,  empowering 
us,  as  their  agents,  to  receive  new  States  into 
the  Union ;  and  the  various  provisions  of  that  in- 
strument perpetually  accompany  itj  as  the  pre- 
scribed terms  of  such  admission.  If  it  were  otner- 
wise,  if  we  we're  at  liberty  to  impose  what  condi- 
tions we  please  upon  the  new  States,  our  Grovem- 
ment  would  present  this  monstrous  anomaly,  that 
the  original  States  had  provided  a  permanent 
Constitution,  as  it  respected  themselves,  alterable 
only  by  themselves,  but  as  it  respects  new  States, 
had  in  effect  given  to  Congress  the  power  of  mak- 
ing a  constitution  for  them. 

Sir,  there  is  a  plain  process  of  reasoning,  which, 
it  seems  to  me,  will  put  to  rest  all  difficulty  about 
the  relation  in  which  new  States  stand  to  the  old; 
and  perhaps  it  is  because  it  is  plain  that  it  is  not 
observed.  It  will  consist  in  propounding  to  the 
Committee  a  series  of  questions,  all  of  which,  I 
undertake '  to  affirm,  that  every  member  must 
answer  in  the  affirmative ;  and  yet  gentlemen  will 
find  themselves  reduced  to  the  dilemma  of  answer- 
ing them  negatively,  or  of  giving  up  the  proposed 
restriction.  It  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to  put 
one  general  question  only.  Do  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution  apply  to  the  new,  as  well  as 
to  the  old  States  ?  But  the  GJommittee  will  pardon 
me  for  pursuing  them  in  detail,  because  by  that 
mode  I  think  we  shall  arrive  at  such  palpable  con- 
clusions that  the  mind  cannot  withhold  its  assent. 
I  will  now  commence  the  catechetical  mode  of 
argument  which  I  have  just  indicated: — Are  the 
new  States  entitled  to  a  representation  in  this 
House,  and,  if  they  be,  is  it  in  proportion  to  their 
federal  numbers?  Are  they  entiUed  to  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate,  and,  if  so,  is  it  an  equal 
representation  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President^  and,  if  so,  is  the 
number  to  be  in  the  compound  ratio  of  their  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  ?  Are  they  subject  to 
the  legislative  powers  of  Congress,  sucn  as  that  of 
laying  taxes,  Ac.  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  exemptions  in  the  Constitution,  such  as 
the  protection  against  a  duty  on  exports?  Are 
they  subject  to  the  various  prohibitions  in  the  10th 
section  of  the  1st  article,  stiich  as  that  no  State 
shall  coin  money,  Ac.  ?  Are  they  entitled  to  the 
benefit  of  the  provision,  that  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  citizens  in  the  several  States^?  Finally, 
do  the  9th  and  IDth  articles  of  the  amendments 
extend  to  them,  especially  the  10th,  which  puts 
into  the  shape  of  a  Constitutional  declaration, 
what  would  nave  been  the  necessary  rule  of  con- 
struction ;  namely.  That  the  powers  not  delegated 
to  the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  States, 
ate  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to  the 
people  ?  There  is  not,  surely,  a  memoer  of  this 
Committee  who  would  venture  to  answer  one  of 
these  questions  negatively ;  and  yet,  from  an  affir- 


mative answer  to  them  all^  there  results  an  tneri- 
table  donclusion,  that  this  restriction  cannot  be 
imposed.  I  have  assumed  that  it  is  impossible  to 
say  nay  to  any  one  of  these  questions ;  but,  to  make 
certaintj  more  certain,  let  me  exemplify  in  oae 
or  two  instances,  corresponding  to  these  questions. 
Can  you  give  a  new  State  three  Senators,  or  can 
you  pare  them  down  to  one?  Can  you  release 
them  from  then-  liability  to  your  legtslatiTe  power, 
by  stipulating,  for  examj[de,  that  ^ey  should  not  be 
included  in  tne  imposition  of  a  direct  tax  ?  These 
two  cases  present  examples,  the  first  of  a  right  ac- 
quired, the  second  of  *in  obli^tion  coDtra^e4>  hy 
coming  into  the  Federal  Union.  Let  me  now  pert 
a  case,  m  relation  to  the  prohibitions  on  the  exercise 
of  State  sovereignty.  Can  you  authorize  a  new- 
State  to  coin  money,  or  grant  letters  of  marque 
and  reprisal  ?  If  every  member  of  the  Committee 
must  agree  that  you  cannot  do  any  one  of  these 
things,  what,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the  reason  ?  Ctn 
the  mind  of  man  conceive  any  other  but  tiiis  grett 
arid  obvious  principle,  growing  out  of  the  Cmisti- 
tution — that,  coming  into  an  association  of  States, 
bound  to  each  other  by  a  mutual  compact  the 
terms  of  that  compact  necessarily  apply  to  tiiem, 
and  consequently  impart  to  them  the  sameris^^' 
and  impose  upon  them  the  same  obligations  «tic& 

rtained  to  the  elder  members  of  the  Confederacy? 
this  be  not  the  reason,  I  demand  of  gendemen 
to  tell  me  what  it  is ;  but,  i^hatever  may  be  the 
principle,  it  is  entirely  sufficient  for  all  the  pui^ 
poses  of  my  argument,  that  all  agree,  that  theser- 
eral  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  Ttrhieh  I  Ian 
before  quoted,  do,  in  point  of  fact,  apply  to,  and 
operate  upon  the  new,  as  much  as  upon  the  old 
States.  If  this  be  the  case,  the  fedenu  ri^ts  and 
obligations  of  the  new  States  and  their  citizes& 
are  as  much  fixed  by  the  Constitution  as  those  of 
the  original  States;  the  grants  of  municfjiai  power 
made  by  the  new  States,  and  the  reservation  of 
the  remainder  to  them,  are  as  much  fixed  by  the 
Constitution  as  are  4hose  of  the  original  States. 
But  what  is  settled  by  the  Constitution  cannot  be 
altered  by  law.  If  the  proposed  amendment,  then, 
embrace  a  provision  wKicn  alters  the  powers  or 
rights  of  the  new  States  or  their  citizens,  in  Mny 
degree,  either  by  enlarging  or  diminishing  diera, 
then  it  is  void,  as  being  in  conflict  with  the  Con- 
stitution, which,  I  have  just  shown,  has  settled 
those  rights  and  powers,  and  which  is  paramomt 
to  the  law. 

I  will  now  endeavor  to  show,  beyond  all  qpes- 
tion^  that  the  efieet  of  the  proposed  amendracni  k 
to  diminish  the  rights  andpowers  of  the  cittzess 
ahd  State  of  Missouri.  When  this  amendment 
shall  be  passed,  a  citizen  of  Missouri  cannot  carry 
into  that  State  slates  from  any  portion  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  a  citizen  of  Virgmia  will  have  the 
right  to  carry  them  into  his  State.  I  aajc  jrou,  sir, 
if  these  two  citizens  be  equal  ?  And  yet  one  of 
the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  I  have  le- 
ferred  to,  and  which,  I  have  shown,  applies  to  the 
new  States,  declares,  that  "  the  citizens  of  each 
State  shall  enjoy  all  the  privileges- and  immunkies 
of  citizens  in  the  several  States."  It  is  said,  haw^ 
ever,  that  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  cannot  cairf 
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a  slare  into  that  State,  and  that  therefore  the  citi- 
zen of  Missouri  stands  on  an  equal  footing  with 
him.  I  tttteriy  deny  the  ])osition.  Qenuemen 
here  reason  from  fact  to  principle.  Although  such 
is  the  law  of  Pennsylvania,  it  is  an  act  of  their 
own  Legidature,  which  they  were  free  to  enact  or 
not,  and  to  repeal  at  their  will;  not  so  with  Mis- 
souri ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  we  in  effect  decree  it 
for  them,  and  then  declare  it  to  he  irrepeal- 
able  without  our  consent.  Let  us  leave  all  the 
^ti2ens  of  the  United  States  at  liberty,  by  their 
own  legislation,  either  to  retain  or  aoolish  sla- 
very^ and  then  they  are  all  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing in  point  of  righi^  as  by  the  Constitution  they 
are  declared  to  be ;  and  if  they  shall  exercise  that 
r^ht  in  different  ways,  in  the  several  Slates,  and 
thus  put  themselves  m  difierent  situations  in  point 
of  fact,  it  is  an  act  of  their  own  will,  with  which 
we  have  nothing  to  do. 

It  is  said,  however,  in  a  memorial  presented  to 
us,  that  this  principle  would  lead  to  monstrous 
consequences ;  that  if  there  were  Imt  a  single  State 
in  the  Union  which  tolerated  slavery,  this  princi 
j^  would  not  only  enable  the  citizens  of  that  State 
to  carry  slaves  to  a  State  whose  laws  forbade  it, 
bcrt  would  even  enable  citizens  of  the  latter  State 
to  hold  them  contrary  to  their  own  laws.  These 
consequences,  if  they  could  follow,  would  indeed 
be  monstrous;  but  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show 
thfft  the  fallacy  of  reasoning  which  leads  to  them 
is  still  more  so.  Our  principle  does  not  claim  for 
the  citizens  of  one  State  greater  privileges  than 


citizens  of  the  other  States  enjoy,  but  the  same 
only.  Now  it  is  obvious,  that,  if  a  citizen  of  Vir- 
ginia could  hold  slaves  in  Pennsylvania,  he  would 
enjoy  greater  privileges  than  a  citizen  of  that 
State.  This  obviates  the  first  part  of  the  objec- 
tion ;  the  second  part  is  as  easily  obviated.  I  have 
aheady  shown  you  that  the  citizens  of  two  States 
are  perfectly  equal  in  point  of  right,  when  they  are 
left  at  liberty  to  retain  or  abolish  slavery.  If  the 
one  retain,  and  the  other  abolish  it,  it  is  the  exer- 
cise of  their  own  will,  expressed  by  their  own  rep- 
resentatives, which  produces  the  difference  in  their 
situations.  The  true  principle  is  this:  As  in  Vir- 
ginia slavery  is  tolerated,  a  Pennsylvanian  is 
equally  with  a  Virginian  entitled  to  hold  a  slave 
diere ;  as  in  Pennsylvania  slavery  is  not  tolerated, 
the  citizens  of  neither  State  can  hold  a  slave  there ; 
bat  it  is  competent  for  either  State  to  vary  its 
legislative  provbions  in  this  respect  at  its  own 

Let  us  now  see  whether  the  proposed  amend- 
ment does  not  diminish  the  powers  of  Missouri  as 
a  State.  The  standard  by  which  to  ascertain  the 
powers  of  a  State  is  furnished,  first,  by  the  grant 
of  ie^slative  power  to  Congress ;  secondly,  by  the 
prohibitions  upon  the  powers  of  the  States.  All 
other  powers  not  included  in  this  grant,  or  in  these 
prohibitions,  remain  with  the  States.  Such  is  the 
explicit  declaration  of  the  10th  article  of  the 
amendments  already  quoted.  Now,  sir,  no  man 
has  pretended  that  the  power  is  granted  to  the 
Fedml  Oovemment  to  abolish  slavery,  or  that  it 
is  prohibited  to  the  States  to  retain  it.  Accord- 
ing to  the  positive  provision  of  the  10th  amend- 


ment, therefore,  it  is  retained ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
are  now  about  to  exercise  this  power  as  if  it  were 
granted  to  us.  G^entlemen  will  at  once  acknow- 
ledge that  they  would  not  attempt  this  in  relation 
to  tne  old  States ;  and  why,  sir?  Do  you  answer 
that  all  powers  not  delegated,  nor  prohibited,  are 
reserved  to  them  ?  Then  say  I.  you  yourselves 
admit,  that  the  same  article  wnicn  makes  the  res- 
ervation of  powers  in  favor  of  the  old  States,  ap- 
plies to  the  new ;  and,  consequently,  it  cannot  be 
so  construed  as  to  justify^,  in  relation  to  the  new 
States,  what  it  forbids  towards  the  old.  If,  then, 
the  prohibitions  and  the  reservations  of  pov^er 
equally  apply  to  the  new  States;  if,  as  I  have 
shown,  it  is  not  competent  for  us  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  the  States,  either  by  surrendering  any 
of  our  legislative  powers,  or  by  removing  any  of 
the  prohibitions,  it  follows,  necessarily,  that  we 
cannot  diminish  them  by  breaking  in  upon  the 
fund  which  they  have  reserved.  The  same  Con- 
stitution which  contains  the  grant  to  us,  and  the 
prohibition  upon  the  States,  secures  to  them  the 
enjoyment  of  the  remainder. 

it  has  already  been  asked,  with  great  force,  if  we 
can  break  in  upon  this  reserved  stock  at  all,  what 
will  hinder  us  from  taking  all  ?  Gentlemen  have 
felt  the  pressure  of  this  argument;  they  have  seen 
that,  without  some  limitation,  we  should  be  led 
to  the  consequence  that  we  might  take  all.  To 
avoid  this  they  have  attempted  a  limitation  which 
I  will  show  you,  sir,  is  perfectly  arbitrary.  They 
have  said,  and  such  is  the  language  of  the  Boston 
memorial,  that,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
we  cannot  take  awny  federal  rights.  It  would  be 
strange  if  we  could  not  take  away  what  the  Con- 
stitution gives  to  the  States,  and  yet  could  de- 
prive them  of  what  belonged  to  them  in  their  own 
ri^ht,  independently  of  the  Constitution.  The  po- 
sition of  gentlemen  would  seem  to  lead  to  this  m- 
ference:  and  yet  it  is  impossible  that  they  can 
mean  all  that  their  principles  would  seem  to  em- 
brace. It  is  impossible  they  can  mean  to  say,  that 
all  rights  and  powers  not  federal  can  be  taken 
from  the  States.  It  is  not  a  federal  right  or  power 
in  the  States,  to  regulate  the  course  of^  descents. 
I  have  purposely  selected  this  example^  because  in 
more  than  one  instance  in  the  Federahst  thb  very 
case  is  put,  as  showing  that^  by  no  latitude  of  con- 
struction, could  Congress  interfere  with  it;  and- 
yet,  if  there  be  no  other  limitation  apon  us,  except 
that  we  cannpt  touch  federal  rights,  we  might 
even  interfere  with  this  subject.  Indeed,  sir,  if 
another  principle  in  the  Bostdh  memorial  be  cor- 
rect, it  would  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  we  might 
interpose  in  the  regulation  of  descents ;  it  is  this : 
that  Congress  might  attach  as  a  condition  to  the 
sale  of  its  lands,  that  the  owners  should  never 
own  slaves.  If  they  could  do  this,  it  would  be 
more  reasonable  that  they  should  have  the  power 
of  regulating  descents.  The  argument  would  stand 
thus:  We  cannot  trust  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
le^slate  for  themselves,  because,  possibly,  they 
mi£;ht  establish  in  their  law  of  descents  the  prin- 
ciple of  primogeniture,  and  might  authorize  the 
perpetuation  of  estates  in  the  eldest  male  by  the 
doctrine  of  entails.    If  they  should  do  this,  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1231 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


12S2 


H.orR. 


Admimon  qf  MmoMi, 


Fbbbuabt,  1830. 


would  create  an  aristocracy  in  the  country  which 
would  be  unfriendly  to  the  principle  of  republican 

fovernment,  which  rests  upon  the  oasis  of  eqijalHy. 
(ut  we  are  bound  to  guaranty  to  every  State  m 
the  Union  a  re})ublican  form  of  government ; 
therefore  we  will  interfere  with  their  legislation  in 
regulating  the  course  of  descents.  I  appeal  to  the 
Committee  whether  this  reasoning  would  not  be 
more  plausible  than  any  which  could  be  urged  in 
favor  of  the  condition  of  not  cultivating  lands  by 
slaves.  Yet  I  hope  no  man  will  contend  that  we 
could  regulate  the  course  of  descents.  There  are 
rights  and  powers  not  federal,  then,  which  we 
cannot  take  away.  To  what  rule  shall  we  resort 
to  ascertain  which  they  are  ?  I  answer,  in  the 
language  of  the  Boston  memorial,  that  it  results, 
from  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  that  we  can  de- 
prive a  State  of  no  right,  federal  or  municipal, 
which  is  granted  or  reserved  to  it  by  the  Consti- 
tution. Take  this  rule,  all  is  plain  and  intelligi- 
ble; discard  it,  and  every  thing  is  involved  in  un- 
certainty and  confusion. 

An  atfempt  has  been  made,  however,  to  distin- 
guish this  subject  from  the  genial  rule,  arising  out. 
of  the  Constitution,  upon  this  ground,  that  slavery 
was  a  question  adjusted  by  com{)romise,  and  that 
'  therefore  no  States  but  those  which  were,  the  ori- 
ginal parties  to  the  Constitution  can  claim  the 
benefit  of  that  compromise;  I  think  it  will  be  found, 
sir,  that  thiis  position  is  just  as  untenable  as  the 
various  others  from  which  gentlemen  have,  I  trust, 
been  driven.  There  were  bther  subjects  besides 
slavery  adjusted  by  compromise ;  I  will  mention 
the  most  prominent  one — that  of  an  equal  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate.  This  i§  incontestably 
proven  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  the  clause  pro- 
viding for  amendments,  it  is  declared  that  the  Con- 
stitution shall  not  even  be  so  amended  as  to  deprive 
any  State  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate  with- 
out its  own  consent;  this  is  the  only  provision 
which  is  forever  put  beyond  the  reach  oi  amend- 
ment, in  the  ordinary  mode.  Now,  sir,  this  was 
emphatically  the  work  of  a  compromise  in  ft  vital 
part  of  the  Constitution  ;  the  principle  of  gentle- 
men, if  true,  would  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  new  States  were  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  provision,  because  they  were  not  parties^to  the 
compromise ;  ^et  no  gentleman  wiU  maintain  this 
position  ;  and  if  he  will  not,  he  must  give  up  the 
other  ujpon  the  subject  of  slavery.  Gentlemen 
complain  of  what  they  consider  injustice,  in  the 
Southern  representation  being  increased  by  their 
slaves  J  if  th^y  could  even  show  this,  yet  they  could 
not  in  this  way  attempt  to  alter  it.  But,  upon  their 
own  .j^rounds,  I  am  prepared  to  show  that  the  hard- 
ship is  on  our  side ;  for  this  purpos^e,  I  beg  leave 
to  introduce  to  your  attention  Virginia  and  Indi^ 
ana ;  the  whole  representation  of  Virginia  in  this 
House  is  twenty-three,  of  which  num&r  she  is  en- 
titled to  sixteen  from  her  free  population,  and  to 
seven  from  her  slaves ;  Indiana  in  this  House,  is 
entitled  to  one  member ;  Virginia,  then,  has  a  right 
to  sixteen  times  as  many  members  here  as  Indi- 
ana, even  from  her  free  population :  but,  in  the 
Senate,  Indiana,  by  a  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, irrevocable  without  her  own  consent,  is  equal 


to  Virginia.  It  thus  appears  that^  whilst  ia  one 
House,  Virginia,  by  her  slaves,  receives  an  increase 
of  less  than  one  half  her  representation ;  Indian^ 
in  the  other,  has  her  relative  weight  multiplied 
fifteen  times,  and  that,  too,  as  I  have  s^wn,  bjr 
an  irrepealable  provisionof  the  Constitution,  with- 
out her  own  consent.  Whilst  Virginia  is  liable, 
by  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  even  against 
her  consent,  to  be  deprived  of  that  part  of  ho"  rqh 
resentation  which  she  derives  from  her  sLaves.  I 
will  say  nothing  about  our  being  taxed  on  account 
of  our  slaves,  m  the  same  proportion  in  which 
they  increase  our  representation,  a(s  that  has  been 
already  presented  to  you* 

But,  say  gentlemen,  the  powers  which  the  Con- 
stitution Qoes  not  give  us,  we  can  get  from  the 
several  States  by  compact.  They  say  that  both 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Missouri  are 
competent  to  make  a  contract ;  and  that  if  theooe 
party  make  a  proposition,  and  the  other  accept  it, 
this  is  obligatory  on  them  both.  Even  if  this  prin- 
ciple were  true,  an  abundant  answer  is  funushed 
by  an  argument  which  I  believe  has  been  already 
urged,  and  which  I  shall  therefore  only  state,  witkh 
out  pursuing  it ;  it  is  that,  by  the  treaty,  whiek 
was  a  compact  prior  in  point  of  time,  and  para- 
mount in  point  of  obligation,  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri have  acquired  certain  rights,  that  therefoce  it 
is  not  competent  for  you  merely  because  voa  vat 
the  stronger  to  say,  that  you  will  not  comply  with 
its  stipulations,  unless  they  will  a^ee  to  another 
compact,  the  efi*ect  of  which  will  be,  to  deprive 
theipa  of  one  of  the  rights  which  I  shall  attempt 
hereafter  to, show,  when  I  come  to  speak  of  the 
treaty  more  at  lar^e,  it  gave  them. 

But  let  us  exan^me  the  gentleman's  propositkm 
as  to  the  competency  of  the  United  States  and  the 
States  to  make  compacts.  It  is  true  onJ/io  a 
very  qualified  sense,  as  I  will  now  attempt  to  sham 
you.  The  Constitution  authorizes  Coogress  to 
procure  by  cessiou  a  seat  of  Governmenl,  and  hy 
purchase,  sites  for  forts^  arsenals,  dec,  firom  w 
several  States ;  it  authorizes  the  States,  by  eoosent 
of  CoUffress,  to  make  compacts  with  each  other, 
and  with  foreign  Powers ;  probably  the  power  to 
admit  new  States,  connected  with  the  prohibitioB 
to  form  them  out  of  the  territory  of  others,  wit^ 
out  the  consent  of  Congress  and  the  States  con- 
cerned, will  justify  the  cession  of  territory  by  the 
States  J  for  the  sole  purpose  however  of  foroiing 
republican  States.  Now,  sir,  quo  ad  the  particur 
lar  subjects  which  I  have  mentioned,  the  Consti- 
tution imparts  to  the  United  States,  as  the  case 
may  be,  a  competency  to  contract ;  if  ^ntlemoi 
mean  to  extend  that  competency  one  iota  beyond 
these  subjects,  then  I  utterly  deny  their  principle. 
We  have  been  referred  X6  many  compacts  wh^h 
have  been  made  by  Congress  and  the  seven! 
States  ^  without  yielding  to  the  force  of  prece- 
dents, if  not  justined  by  tne  Constitution,  hot  pro- 
testing against  them.  I  think  I  can  venture  to  say 
that  most  if  no^  all  ttie  compacts  referred  to  will 
be  found  to  be  of  the  description  which  I  lunve 
mentioned.  But  we  hav6  been. referred  to  some 
of  the  stipulations  of  those  compacts,  particularij 
between  Virginia  and  Kentucli^,  and  hare  ben 
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asked,  whence  was  the  power  derived  to  pake 
them?  It  has  akeady  heen  shown  that  the  Con- 
stitution gives  them  the  power,  with  the  assent  of 
Congress,  to  make  compacts,  subject  of  course  to 
the  hmitation,  that  they  do  not  violate  that  instru- 
ment. As  to  the  stipulations  themselves,  it  will 
be  found  that  almost  all  of  them  are  mere  declara- 
tions of  what  would  otherwise  have  existed  by  vir- 
tue of  the  Constitution ;  for  example,  Kentucky 
shall  bear  her  equal  part  of  the  public  debt ;  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  shall  be  common  between 
the  citizens  of  the  two  States;  non-residents'  lands, 
being  citizens  of  Virginia,  shall  not  be  taxed  higher 
than  the  residents :  the  first  provision  is  the  inevi- 
table consequence  of  RentucKy  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union,  whereupon  she  was  liable  to  her 
groportion  of  taxation ;  the  second  and  third  are 
oth  emphatically  embraced  bv  the  provision^  that 
the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  enjoy  the  privileges 
and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  several  States. 
The  same  remarks  apply  to  almost  all  the  stipula- 
tions in  the  compacts  between  Congress  ana  the 
States ;  if  an  exception  can  be  found.  I  have  only 
to  say  that  we  cannot  justify  one  violation  of  the 
Constitution  by  another.  The  question  here,  how- 
ever, is  of  an  entirely  different  kind ;  it  is  not  a 
question  about  the  cession  of  territory  between 
Congress  and  a  State,  nor  about  a  compact  between 
two  States,  containing  provisions  to  secure  a  com- 
munity of  rights  and  privileges  between  their  citi- 
zens which  me  Constitution  itself  secured ;  but  it 
is,  whether  Congress  can,  by  a  compact  with  a 
State,  obtain  from  that  State  a  surrender  of  any 
portion  of  its  sovereignty  ?  Let  us  put  a  case,  and 
one  in  relation  to  an  old  State,  for  I  think  I  may 
now  assume  that  the  old  and  new  stand  on  the 
same  ground.  Would  Virginia,  then,  be  bound 
bj  a  contract  made  with  Congress,  by  which  she 
should  stipulate  to  establish  a  particular  course  of 
descents^  or  a  particular  code  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence? No,  sir,  the  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Sergeant,)  after  quoting  so  many  compacts 
which  did  not  apply,  acknowledged  that,  if  the 
one  now  proposea  would  in  anv  degree  impair  the 
soverei^ty  of  Missouri,  it  could  not  be  sustained. 
Now,  sir,  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  only  necessary 
to  define  what  sovereignty  is,  with  the  aid  of  this 
concession,  to  show  that  the  amendment  must  be 
abandomed.  A  State,  to  be  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent, must  govern  itself  by  its  own  authority 
and  laws,  without  the  interference  of  any  foreign 
Power. 

I  ask,  then,  if  this  amendment  prevail,  will  Mis- 
souri govern  herself  by  her  own  authority  and 
laws,  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  slavery  ?  On 
the  contrary,  do  we  not,  by  the  amendment,  say 
to  her  that  she  shall  in  the  first  instance  submit  to 
our  will,  contrary  to  her  own,  and  that  not  by  an 
act  of  ordinary  legislation,^  but  by  one  which  we 
require  to  be  made  irrevocable  without  our  con- 
sent ?  If  it  be  said  that  ours  is  not  a  foreign  in- 
terference, I  answer  in  the  language  which  I  have 
formerly  used,  that,  as  to  any  subject  over  which 
a  power  is  not  given  to  the  General  Government, 
and  I  trust  I  have  proven  this  is  one  of  that  kind, 
that  Government  is  a  foreign  one  to  the  States,  as 


much  as  any  Government  in  Europe.  But  it  is 
asked,  whether  it  is  essential  to  sovereignty  that  a 
Slate  should  have  slavery  in  its  bosom?  I  an- 
swer no,  sir ;  but  it  is  of  the  very  essence  of  sover- 
eignty that  a  State  should  have  the  power  of  de- 
ciding for  itself,  whether  it  will  or  will  not  tolerate 
slavery.  Gentlemen  pressed  by  this  reasoning,  re- 
treat to  another  ground ;  they  say  that  slavery  is  a 
moral  wrong,  and  as  such  cannot  be  the  subject  of 
sovereignty ;.  I  answer  that  it  is  essential  to  sover- 
eignty, and  the  highest  act  of  its  exercise,  to  de- 
cide what  is  embraced  within  its  limits,  and  that 
the  very  act  of  one  Government  attempting  to  de- 
cide this  question  for  another,  is  a  glaring  viola- 
tion of  the  sovereignty  of  that  other ;  I  answer 
further,  that  sovereignty,  in  relation  to  the  internal 
concerns  of  a  State,  has  no  limits  but  the  discre- 
tion and  moral  sense  of  the  State  itself,  unless  it 
relate  to  a  subject  the  power  over  which  has  been 
specially  delegated,  and  it  has  been  the  purpose  of 
my  whole  argument  to  prove  that  this  has  not  been 
so  delegated.  Suppose  that  a  State,  like,  ancient 
Sparta,  should  by  its  laws  even  sanction  the  bar- 
barous practice  of  putting  their  Helots  to  death ; 
suppose  that  it  was  so  lost  to  the  moral  sense  as  to 
permit  the  most  enormous  crimes  a^inst  the  laws 
of  morality  or  religion  to  escape  with  impunity: 
have  we  the  power  to  interfere  in  these  matters  of 
municipal  legislation,  unless  it  be  in  relation  to  a 
subject  over  which  the  Constitution  gives  us 
power  7  I  must  be  pardoned  for  repeating,  that 
we  have  no  more  than  one  of  the  Governments  of 
Europe. 

But  in  whatever  light  we  look  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery^  whether  as  a  moral  wrong  or  not,  whe- 
ther as  a  rightful  subject-matter  of  sovereign  power 
or  not,  we  know  that  it  existed  in  many  of  the  old 
States  at  the  formation  of  the  Constitution;  that 
it  has  continued  to  exist;  that  there  are  several 
clauses  in  the  Constitution,  which  have  direct  re- 
ference to  it.  giving  protection  to  the  master  in 
reclaiming  the  services  of  his  slave,  and  conferring 
political  power,  and  creating  a  liability  to  taxa- 
tion, withi  an  acknowledged  view  to  this  kind  of 
population ;  this  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  the  case, 
as  it  respects  the  old  States,  I  have  shown,  again 
and  again,  that  the  new  States  and  their  citizens 
have  all  the  ri^rhts,  privileges,  immunities,  and 
powers  of  the  old  States.  If,  then,  it  b^  a  righ^ 
or  if  you  please  a  wrong,  in  the  old  States,  ana 
their  citizens,  to  hold  slaves  beyond  our  control, 
then  the  new  States  and  their  citizens  claim  the 
same  right,  or  the  same  wrong,  caU  it  by  what 
name  you  please. 

It  has  been  said  by  the  two  gentlemen  from  Penn- 
svlvania,  (Messrs.  Hemphill  and  Sergeant,)  that 
tne  States  had  the  right  to  admit  new  States  upon 
conditions  to  be  prescribed  by  themselves ;  and  it 
has  been  asked^  what  has  become  of  that  power? 
If  they  have  ^iven  to  Congress  the  simple  power 
of  admission,  is  the  other  part  of  the  power  anni- 
hilated, or  does  it  yet  remain  with  the  States'? 
To  these  questions  I  answer,  without  difficulty^ 
that  the  States  did  possess  the  power  of  admittiujg^ 
upon  condition ;  that  this  part  of  their  power  is 
neither  annihilated,  nor  does  it  remain  with  them  ^ 
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that  they  have  given  to  Congress  the  power  to  ad- 
mit ;  and  that  they  have  declared  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  that  admission,  in  the  various  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution. 

Sir,  the  conclusion  of  the  whole  matter  is  this: 
The  States  which  were  the  original  parties  to  the 
Constitution,  have  given  to  Congress  the  power  of 
extending  indefinitely  the  territory  over  which 
their  dominion  is  to  be  exercised,  by  the  admission 
of  new  States ;  but  they  have  not  given  to  Con- 
gress the  right  to  increase  their  capital  stock  of 
power,  either  by  taking,  by  their  own  will  or  by 
the  joint  will  of  themselves  and  any  Stale  or 
States,  any  attribute  of  their  sovereignty  ;  the  first 
would  be  an  injury  to  the  individual  State  from 
which  it  was  taken,  the  second  would  be  an  in- 
jury to  all  the  States  which  compose  the  Confed- 
eracy. No,  sir,  the  sum  of  the  power  of  Congress 
is  fixed  by  the  terms  of  the  Constitution  in  a  man- 
ner irrevocable,  except  in  the  mode  prescribed  for 
amendment;  the  States  have  not  intrusted  to  any 
body  of  men  on  earth  a  power  which  might  ena- 
ble them  to  disturb  the  political  balance,  which  is 
adjusted  with  so  much  care  in  the  Constitution  ; 
they  have  not  leit  it  to  Congress  to  make  the  new 
States  either  greater  or  smaller  than  themselves, 
but  have  made  thetr  own  political  dimensions,  as 
marked  out  in  the  Constitution,  the  precise  stand- 
ard for  the  formation  of  those  States  which  should 
come  into  their  family  by  adoption. 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  the  influence  of  the 
treaty  of  1803  upon  this  question.  The  third  arti- 
cle provides:  "  That  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
'  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of 

*  the  United  States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possi- 
'  ble,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  Federal 

*  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights, 

*  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the 

*  United  States ;  and,  in  the  meantime,  they  shall 
'  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment 
'  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which 
'  they  profess."  An  attempt  has  been  made  to 
assail  the  validity  of  this  article,  upon  the  ground, 
that  it  was  an  interference  on  the  part  of  the 
treaty-making  department  of  our  Government, 
with  tlie  power  of  Congress,  to  whom  authority  is 
given  by  the  Constitution  to  admit  new  States. 
A  little  examination  of  this  objection  will  show 
that  it  cannot  be  sustained.  The  treaty-making 
power,  in  the  exercise  of  their  Constitutional  func- 
tions, contracted  to  purchase  of  a  foreign  State  the 
territory^  the  rights  of  a  part  of  which  are  now 
in  question.  They  stipulated,  in  the  article  which 
has  just  been  quoted,  that  they  should  be  incor- 
porated in  the  Union,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  a  participation  in  all  the  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Here,  then,  is  a  contract,  by  the  power  in 
our  Government  competent  to  make  it,  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  jjeople  and  territory,  upon  conditions, 
not  in  violation  of  our  Constitution,  but  in  direct 
accordance  with  it.  It  is  true,  sir,  tnat  according 
to  the  distribution  of  power  among  the  respective 
departments  of  our  Gtovemment,  the  stipulations 
in  favor  of  the  ceded  country,  are  to  be  actually 
performed  by  Congress ;  in  lite  mannner,  the  mo- 


ney to  be  paid,  as  the  consideration  of  tire  cession, 
must  be  appropriated  by  Congress ;  yet  between  us 
and  foreign  Powers,  there  is  no  organ  by  which  a 
contract  can  be  made,  whatever  may  he  the  sub* 
ject-matter  of  it,  but  that  department  ivhich  is 
authorized  to  make  treaties,  if  the  treaty,  when 
made,  relates  to  a  subject  which,  by  the  Constitn- 
tion,  falls  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Congress,  it 
results,  from  the  nature  of  our  Grovcmment  aiul 
the  distribution  of  its  powers,  that  Congress  can- 
not, without  their  own  assent,  by  the  mere  opera- 
tion  of  the  treaty,  be  bound  to  execute  its  provis- 
ions. But  wheii  that  assent  is  given,  more  e«pe- 
pecially  when,  as  in  this  case  it  is  shown,  by  the 
acceptance  and  actual  disposition  of  the  subject- 
matter  acquired,  then  a  refusal  to  comply  with  the 
conditions  of  the  acquisition  would  be  in  viola- 
tion, not  only  of  the  moral  duty  imposed  by  the 
Constitution,  but  also  of  the  plighted  faith  w  the 
nation.  What  are  the  facts  in  the  present  caiel 
Congress  have  taken  possession  of  the  Territory 
purchased ;  they  have  paid  almost  the  whole  con- 
sideration ;  they  have  derived  large  smns  of  money 
from  the  actual  sale  of  the  land,  and,  by  lepcated 
acts  of  legislation,  have  in  various  wayy  exercised 
authority  over  the  people  and  soil.  We  are,  tben, 
as  much  bound  by  our  own  assent,  in  thb  case,  at 
a  private  man  whose  agent  has  purchased  aii 
estate  for  him,  subject  to  mortgage,  would  be  to 
discharge  that  mortgage,  if,  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  encumbrance,  he  took  piossession  of  the  estate, 
and,  either  by  cultivation  or  sale,  received  the  ben- 
efit of  the  purchase. 

Assuming  it,  then,  to  be  proven  that  w«  are  un- 
der the  double  obligation,  first,  of  moral  doty^  and 
secondly,  of  plighted  faith,  to  admit  Mtssoun  into 
the  Union,  and  to  extend  to  her  citizens  M  the 
rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citiiensof 
the  United  States,  the  next  question  which  pre- 
sents itself  is  this — What  arc  those  rights,  advan- 
tages, and  immunities?  And  here,  sir,  1  beg 
leave  to  refer  to  the  various  provisions  of  the  Ckjn- 
stitution,  which  I  have  already  examined,  as  show- 
ing what  they  are — claiming  for  the  State  and 
citizens  of  Missouri  the  same  powers  and  rights 
precisely,  as  by  the  Constitution  are  recognised  as 
belonging  to  the  original  States,  eidier  by  grant  or 
reservation,  and,  among  others,  the  power  in  ^ic 
State,  by  its  own  will,  to  regulate  its  own  internal 
concerns,  and  to  decide  for  itself  whether  it  wiD 
tolerate  slavery;  and,  if  it  should  so  "will,  theri|Hht 
in  its  citizens  to  the  slaves  which  they  now  hold, 
to  their  future  progeny,  and  to  acquire  and  carry 
into  that  State  other  slaves  from  any  portion  of 
the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sbr* 
geant)  objected,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty  em- 
braced only  the  inhabitants  residing  there  at  its 
date.  What  then,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  the  ^dnl- 
dren  of  those  inhabitants,  and  what  has  it  been 
for  the  seventeen  year^  which  have  elapsed  atnce 
that  period?  WiU  the  gentleman  say  that  the 
provisions  of  the  treaty  do  not  extend  to  them^ 
As  well  might  it  be  said  that  those  who  are  bors 
in  a  cotmtry  after  the  formation  of  its  constini* 
tion,  are  not  entitled  to  share  in  ita  benefits.  What, 
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too,  let  me  ask,  sir,  is  the  condition  of  citizens  of 
tke  United  States  who  have  removed  to  that  coun- 
try^ having  purchased  lands  from  us?  They  are^ 
entitled  to  claim  the  .benefit,  in  my  opinion,  of  the 
treaty  and  Ck)nstitution  both;  but,  beyond  all 
doubt,  the  moment  the  State  of  Missouri  is  admit- 
ted into  the  Union,  the  Constitution,  by  the  pro- 
yision  which  I  have  so  often  quoted,  secures  to 
them  an  equaiity,  a  community  of  privileges  and 
iaUBunities,  with  their  fellow-citizens  throughout 
the  United  States;  and  gives  to  the  States,  as 
such,  equal  rights  and  powers  with  the  other  States 
of  the  Union,  the  extent  of  which  I  have  already 
shown. 

The  next  clause  from  which  the  right  to  impose 
this  restriction  is  derived,  is  that  which  gives  us 
power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations 
respecting  the  territory  of  the  United  States.  I 
do  not  propose  to  go  into  the  general  question,  how 
(kr  our  pawer  extends  over  the  territories,  as  such : 
that  question  will  hereafter  be  distinctly  presented 
to  our  consideration.  Deferring,  therefore,  the 
general  inquiry  till  that  occasion,  I  beg  leave  to 
remind  the  Committee  that,  as  it  respects  the  now 
Territory  of  Missouri,  we  have,  by  one  of  our 
own  regulations,  givlen  it  a  legislative  body ;  that 
we  have  extended  to  that  body  the  whole  power 
of  legislation,  subject  only  to  the  limitation  that 
their  laws  shall  not  be  inconsistent  with  the  Con- 
stitmion  and  laws  of  the  United  States ;  a  limita- 
tion to  which  every  State  in  the  Union  is  equally 
subject :  the  question  of  slavery  is  one  of  a  legis- 
lative diaracter ;  it,  therefore,  already  belongs  to 
them  to  decide  it  by  our  own  grant.  Let  me  ask 
gentlemen,  can  a  grant  of  political  power  be  re- 
voked at  tne  will  of  those  who  grant  it  ?  Would 
it  not  excite  some  surprise  in  this  hall,  to  talk  of 
revoking  a  common  charter  of  incorporation,  such 
atf  that  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  unless 
for  some  cause  of  forfeiture  of  that  charter  ?  I  do 
not  mean  now  to* say  what  the  extent  of  the  legis- 
lature power  is,  in  relation  to  that  subject ;  some 
modern  writers  of  merit  seem  to  countenance  the 
idea  that  there  are  strong  cases,  in,  which  it  would 
be  a  Intimate  exercise  of  power;  but  6i  this 
1  am  sure,  that  this  House  would  not  under- 
take to  revoke  the  most  common  charter  which 
they  had  panted,  unless  for  some  act  of  forfeiture ; 
anu  yet  it  seems  to  be  thought  by  manv  an  act 
4}tiite  of  ordinary  legislation,  to  revoke  tiie  most 
exalted  charter  which  cati  be  created — that  of  the 
mmt  of  legislative  power.  If  you  can  take  from  a 
Territory  a  power  of  this  kind,  when  once  granted, 
wi^t  would  hinder  you  from  repealing  the  very 
aet  by  which  you  would  admit  the  same  Territory 
into  the  Union  ?  They  are  both  grants  of  ])oliti- 
cal  power,  differing  only  in  degi'ee.  But,  sir,  let 
tliis  question  be  as  it  may  concerning  the  Terri- 
tories, all  iiirther  inquiry  into  which  I  shall  defer 
till  that  subject  comes  up,  it  has  tio  application  to 
the  present  case,  which  is  the  admission  of  a  State. 
"Whatever  is  our  power  over  the  Territories,  it 
10  aoknowledgped  that  it  co-exists  with  the  Ter- 
rHorial  condition,  and  that  when  that  ceases  the 

Kwer  over  them,  as  such,  ceases  also.    It  is  ac- 
owledged,  that  we  could  not  impose  this  condi- 


tion af^er  the  State  is  admitted ;  and  yet  it  is  con- 
tended, that  it  maybe  done  just  before  its  admission, 
by  virtue  of  a  Territorial  power,  which  must  ne- 
cessarily exist,  at  the  moment  when  the  admission 
takes  place:  in  a  word,  it  is  argued  that,  by  virtue 
of  a  power  confessedly  temporary,  we  can  impose 
a  condition,  in  its  cnaracter  perpetual,  if  we  so 
will.  I  cannot  show  the  glaring  impropriety  of 
this  position  in  so  palpable  a  mode^  as  oy  likening 
it  to  a  case  of  municipal  law.  Let  us  put  the 
case  of  guardian  and  ward.  A  guardian  has  power 
to  make  leases  of  his  ward's  land,  during  his  min- 
ority, and  to  expire  with  it:  the  moment  after  his 
ward  reaches  majority,  he  nas  no  power  over  the 
estate ;  an4  yet,  sir,  upon  the  principle  now  con- 
tended for,  he  might  enter  into  a  contract  the  day 
before  the  minority  ceased,  which  would  bind  the 
ward  and  his  heirs  forever.  If  such  a  proposition 
as  this  were  stated  in  the  judicial  hall,  in  another 
part  of  this  Capitol,  the  gentleman  would  be  told 
that  it  could  not  even  be  received  for  discussion. 

The  next  clause  in  the  Constitution^  from  which 
the  power  to  impose  this  restriction  is  attempted 
to  be  derived,  is  that  by  which  it  is  declared 
"  That  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
'  as  any  of  the  States  now  existing  shall  think 

*  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to 

*  the  year  1808."  Under  this  it  is  contended,  that 
slaves  may  be  prevented  from  passing  from  one 
State  to  another.  It  has  already  been  properly 
said;  that  if  that  were  the  correct  construction,  it 
ought,  being  legislative  power,  to  be  executed  by 
an  act  of  Congress,  having  equal  effect  upon  ail 
the  States,  and  not  by  an  irrevocable  compact, 
operating  on  one  only.  But,  sir,  independently 
of  this  objection,  there  are  two  other  answers  to 
the  argument  attempted  to  be  derived  from  this 
clause,  which  I  consider  conclusive.  The  first  is, 
that  the  word  migration  implies  to  freemen^  not 
dcuoes.  The  origin  and  received  acceptation  of  the 
terili  prove  this.  I  think  I  can  show  it,  too,  by  re- 
ference to  thie  probable  object  of  the  clause,  and 
the  conflicting  interests  of  different  sections  of  the 
country  which  it  attempted  to  reconcile. 

Let  it  be  recollected  that  the  Constitution  enti- 
tled the  slaveholding  States  to  a  representation 
founded,  in  a  certain  proportion,  upon  their  slave 
population.  Now,  sir,  I  think  it  fair  to  conclude^ 
as  It  was  agreed  that  Congress  should  not  have  the 
power  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  prior 
to  1808.  by  which  importation  the  representation 
of  the  slaveholding  States  would  be  increased,  that 
the  jealousy  of  the  non-daveholdii^g  States  re- 

?[uired  as  an  offset  to  this,  that  the  mijg^ration  of 
ree  persons,  by  which  their  representation  would 
be  increased,  should  not  be  prohibited  till  the  same 
period.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  answer,  arising  from 
th^e  phraseology  of  the  clause,  which  seems  to  me 
to  put  an  end  to  the  question ;  the  words  are :  "  The 
migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of 
the  States  now  existing  shall  thmk  fNrop^  to  ad- 
mit^ shall' not  be  prohibited."  Now,  tnis  word 
"ckimii,"  proves  incontestably  that  the  word  migra- 
tion, whether  it  relates  to  free  persons  or  slaves, 
looks  to  persons  coming  from  abroad ;  for,  if  thfy 
were  already  in  th^  States,  they  could  not  be  ad- 
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mitted.  Sir,  it  would  be  a  solecism  in  language, 
to  talk  of  admitting  a  man  into  a  house,  who  was 
already  in  it. 

The  la:>t  source  from  which  gentlemen  have 
sought  the  power  of  imposing  this  restriction,  is 
the  clause  which  authorizes  Congress  "  to  regulate 
commerce  amongst  the  several  States."  Sir,  you 
have  already  been  properly  told  that  this  clause 
meant  only  to  enable  Congress,  by  uniform  and 
equal  regulations,  to  prevent  one  State  from  im- 
posing injurious  duties  upon  the  commerce  of 
others,  passing  through  its  jurisdiction.  This  is 
proven,  first,  by  the  exposition  given  of  that  power 
by  the  Federalist,  where  the  principle  just  men- 
tioned is  stated  as  the  reason  which  led  to  its 
adoption.  1  will  add,  that  a  striking  exemplifica- 
tion of  the  principle  will  be  found  in  the  relative 
situation  of  the  States  of  New  York,  Connecticut, 
and  New  Jersey  ;  it  is  proven^  also,  by  those  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  which  forbid  Congress 
from  giving,  by  any  regulation  of  commerce,  a 
preference  to  the  ports  oi  one  State  over  those  of 
another,  and  declaring  that  vessels  bound  to  or 
from  one  State,  shall  not  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear, 
or  pay  duties  in  another. 

You  have  been  properly  told,  also,  in  relation  to 
this  clause,  as  to  tnat  concerning  migration,  that 
if  it  touch  the  case  at  all,  it  is  a  legislative  power, 
and  must,  in  its  operation,  affect  all  the  States 
alike.  To  show  to  the  Committee  the  glaring  im- 
propriety of  this  amendment,  as  resting  for  its  sup- 
port upon  this  clause,  permit  me  for  a  moment  to 
present  to  )rou  the  shape  of  a  bill,  having  an  ap- 
propriate title,  and  followed  by  the  enactments 
which  gentlemen  propose.  As  I  have  shown  to 
you  that  the  new  States  have  all  the  rights  of  the 
old,  indulge  me  so  far  as  to  substitute  Maryland 
for  Missouri.  The  appropriate  title,  then,  as  de- 
rived from  the  language  of  the  Constitution,  would 
be,  "  an  act  to  regulate  commerce  in  slaves  amongst 
tiie  several  States."  Now,  sir,  for  the  enactment, 
just  such  in  substance  as  gentlemen  propose :  "  Be 
'  it  enacted  by  the  Senate,  &c.,  that  hereafter  no 
'  slave  shall  migrate  from  any  part  of  the  United 

*  States  into  Maryland;  that  the  children  who 

*  shall  be  hereafter  born,  of  all  the  slaves  now  in 
'  that  State,  shall  be  free;  and  that  Maryland  shall 

*  provide  for  this  by  an  act  irrevocable  without  the 

*  consent  of  Congress."  Such  a  bill  would  indeed 
be  like  the  painting  of  Horace,  with  a  human 
head,  but  in  another  part  resembling  the  fish.  I 
should  like  to  see  such  an  act,  with  such  a  title, 
published  in  the  Intelligencer.  Risum  teneaiis 
amid?  Would  not  Maryland  naturally  inquire, 
why  single  this  State  out,  and  put  it  under  your 
pronibition  ?  Sir,  if  you  mean  to  regulate  com- 
merce, then  it  must  be  amongst  the  several  States  j 
but,  according  to  this  law,  a  slave  may  migrate  to 
Virginia,  but  he  cannot  migrate  to  Maryland ;  it 
is  liable,  then,  to  the  strong  objection  that  it  is  un- 
equal and  partial  in  its  operation.  But,  sir,  Mary- 
land would  press  you  with  other  objections  of  an 
unanswerable  kind ;  she  would  tell  you  that  com- 
merce, ex  vi  termini^  implies  buying  and  selling 
an  exchange  of  equivalents ;  but  your  law  wiU 
embrace  many  cases  where  th^e  is  no  buying  and 


selling,  no  exchange  of  equivalents,  and,  conse- 
quently, no  commerce  to  regulate.  She  would 
instance  the  case  of  slaves  being  derived  to  a  citi- 
zen of  Maryland,  by  intestacy,  by  devise,  or  by 
marriage.  She  would  state  the  case  of  a  citizen 
of  another  State,  removing  to  Maryland,  and  car- 
rying his  oAvn  slaves  with  him ;  in  not  one  oi 
tnese  cases  is  there  the  slightest  pretence  of  com- 
merce ;  and  yet  your  law  would  embrace  them  all. 
She  would  tell  you,  too,  that  if  she  were  to  pass 
any  act  at  all,  she  must  consult  her  own  will,  her 
own  views  of  expediency ;  and  that  what  she  en- 
acted, she  claimed  the  power  to  repeal,  without 
consulting  Congress. 

But,  sir,  the  strongest  objection  lies  yet  behind. 
The  law  which  1  have  supposed,  upon  the  model 
of  this  amendment,  emancipates  the  children  of 
all  the  slaves  now  in  Maryland.  Is  this,  too,  a 
regulation  of  commerce  ?  It  is  a  contradiction  in 
terms,  to  give  it  such  a  name.  This  last  part  of 
the  bill,  sir,  is  most' alarming  in  its  consequences, 
for  it  goes  directly  to  the  emancipation  of  slavery 
thrpughout  the  wnole  United  States,  after  the  pres- 
ent generation  shall  become  extinct;  that  is,  in  the 
life  of  one  man — for,  whilst  the  candles  are  all 
burning  though  millions  may  be  embraced,  yet  the 
life  of  the  longest  liver  terminates  the  period.  And 
have  you  the  power  to  emancipate  the  children  of 
acknowledged  slaves?  Yes,  says  one  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill;)  for  he  ask- 
ed, can  a  man  have  a  vested  interest  in  an  onbom 
human  being  ?  And  he  answered,  no.  If  this  be 
the  doctrine,  sir,  though  that  gentleman  did  not 
apply  it,  and  1  believe  did  not  intend  to  apply  it 
to  the  old  States^  I  repeat  again^  that  it  proclaims 
universal  emancipation,  after  failure  of  the  present 
generation  of  slaves.  Sir,  it  is  of  no  importance 
that  the  present  Congress  do  not  apply  it ;  we  arc 
but  actors  who  fret  our  busy  hour  upon  the  stage, 
and  then  pass  away ;  others  will  come  to  act  their 
parts,  and  these  principles  may  riien  be  put  into 
practical  execution,  in  their  utmost  extent.  I  will 
not  detain  the  Committee  to  prove^  that  a  property 
in  the  parent  implies  property  m  the  progeny. 
The  maxim  "  Partus  sequUur  vtntrem  "  is  as  old  as 
the  civil  law ;  it  is  founded  upon  the  immutable 
principle,  that  wherever  I  have  property  in  the 
capital  slock,  I  have  the  same  property  in  its  pro- 
duct;s.  He  who  owns  the  land,  owns  all  the  trnit 
which  it  produces.  If,  then,  you  may  admit  my 
property  in  the  parent,  you  cannot  deny  it  in  tfa^ 
child.  If,  indeed,  you  deny  my  right  to  a  vested 
interest  in  an  unborn  human  being,  you  may,  per- 
haps, ^o  one  step  further,  and  deny  the  same  in- 
terest m  those  who  now  exist  The  argtmnent  is 
a$  strong  in  one  case  as  the  other.  Assume  bot 
this  principle,  and  then  you  need  not  wait  for  futu- 
rity to  do  this  great  work  of  emancipation.  No, 
sir,  you  may  say  at  once  to  every  bondman  in  the 
United  States,  you  are  free. 

I  have  now,  sir,  finished  my  view  of  this  ques- 
tion. I  believe,  upon  my  conscience,  that  the  pro- 
posed restriction  is  a  violation  of  the  Constitution; 
I  trust  I  have  proven  it ;  if  I,  have,  or  if  there  be 
even  serious  doubt,  I  conjure  the  Committee  to 
pause,  before  they  take  the  step  proposed ;  sir,  it 
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was  long  a  desideratam  in  politics,  to  devise  a  Gov- 
ernment like  ours,  which  should,  bjr  the  union  of 
many  sovereign  States,  each  retaining  its  sover- 
eignt  for  municipal  purposes,  combine  the  strength 
of  a  monarchy  with  the  freedom  of  a  republic. 
With  us,  it  is  "  in  the  full  tide  of  successful  expe- 
riment" Let  us  not  take  any  course  calculated  to 
arrest  its  success ;  such  I  fear  will  be  the  unhappy 
tendency  of  the  present  measure.  Let  it  not  be 
supposed  that  I  come  here  the  apostle  of  disunion; 
no,  sir,  I  look  upon  the  Union  of  these  States  as 
the  ark  of  our  political  safety ;  if  that  be  lost,  we 
we  may  bid  farewell,  a  long  farewell,  to  all  our 
pleasing  hopes  and  fond  anticipations  of  future 
greatness  and  glory.  They  will  be  as  the  illusions 
of  a  deceitful  dream.  But,  whilst  I  deprecate  dis- 
union as  the  most  tremendous  evil,  I  cannot  shut 
my  eyes  against  the  light  of  experience;  I  cannot 
turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  warning  voice  of  history ; 
from  these  we  learn  that  harmony  is  the  spirit 
-which  can  alone  animate  and  sustain  a  confed- 
erate republic.  Whilst  this  spirit  exists,  it  is  dis- 
played in  acts  of  le^slation  reciprocally  bendScent 
to  every  member  of  the  confederacy,  and  these  be- 
come new  li^ments  to  bind  them  together  in  the 
bonds  of  brotherhood ;  this  spirit  is  not  all  at  once 
extinguished,  nor  are  the  bonds  of  union  suddenly 
burst  asunder ;  but  when,  instead  of  this  beneficent 
spirit  of  legislation  which  I  have  described,  a  dif- 
ferent course  prevails,  this  spirit  of  harmony  gives 
way  successively  to  jealousy,  distrust,  and,  finally, 
discord ;  let  but  this  last  spring  up  amongst  us, 
you  may  consider  the  days  of  the  Republic  as  num- 
bered, and  that  it  is  fast  hastening  to  its  dissolution. 
When  that  sad  catastrophe  shall  befall  us,  this 
noble  Confederacy,  which,  in  its  undivided  state, 
could  stand  against  a  world  in  arms,  will  be  broken, 
if  not  into  its  constituent  parts,  into  some  minor 
confederacies,  the  victims  of  foreign  intrigue  and 
of  their  own  border  hatred.  Where,  then,  will  be 
your  commerce  which  covers  every  sea  ?  Where 
your  army  and  navy,  the  means  of  your  defence, 
the  instruments  of  your  glory  ?  They  will  be  re- 
membered only  to  make  the  contrast  with  your  then 
situation  more  painful.  What  will  become,  then, 
of  this  boundless  tract  of  western  land,  the  subject 
of  the  present  contest,  which  has  poured,  and 
would  continue  to  pour,  such  rich  streams  of 
wealth  into  your  Treasury?  It  may  become  the 
theatre  on  which  the  tiue  to  itself  may  be  de- 
cided, not  by  Congressional  debate,  not  by  con- 
struction of  treaties  or  constitutions,  but  by  that 
force  which  always  begins  where  constitutions  end. 
1  conjure  you  then,  beware^  lest,  by  this  measure, 
vou  excite  the  discontent  of^one  half  of  the  Union, 
py  legislating  injuriously  to  them,  upon  a  subject 
in  which  they  have  so  de^  a  stake  ot  interest,  and 
you  have  none  in  point  of^property ;  take  care  that 
you  do  not  awaken  the  painful  reflection,  that  the 
federal  arm.  is  strong  only  to  destroy.  I  nope  and 
trust  that  the  wisdom  of  our  councils  may  be  such 
as  to  avert  these  evils;  but  he  knows  little  of  the 
human  character,  who  does  not  fear  that  conse- 
quences like  these  may  follow,  if  the  hand  from 
-which  the  greatest  good  is  looked  for,  be  the  one 
-which  deab  out  the  deepest  injury. 


God  grant  that,  in  deciding  this  question,  we 
may  bear  in  mind  this  exellent  motto,  "  United  we 
stand,  divided  we  fall." 


Friday,  February  11. 

Mr.  Kent  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  inhab- 
itants of  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  praying  that  certain  alterations,  which 
are  therein  described^  may  be  made  in  the  judicial 
system  of  said  District ;  which  petitioti  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  Campbell,  from  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
Josiah  H.  McComas  and  wife,  accompanied  with 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of 
Henry  Willis;  which  bill  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
which  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
McGrew  and  others. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred  the 
bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  continue 
in  force  the  act  passed  on  the  20th  of  April,  1818. 
entitled  "An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitlea 
^An  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on 
imports  and  tonnage,'  passed  the  second  day  of 
March,.  1799,"  reported  the  same,  with  an  amend- 
ment; which  was  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  committed  to  a  Conunittee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  president,  directors  and 
company  of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  in 
Rhode  Island;-'  in  which  they  request  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  remit  the  duties  on 
the  statue  of  Greneral  Washington,  executed  in 
Europe,  by  the  Marquis  de  Canova.  for  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  was  read  the  third  time  and 


THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Wnole  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Gross,  of  New  York,  spoke  as  follows: 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  offer  no  other  apology  for 
occupying  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the  Committee 
than  mat  which  has  been  echoed  and  re-echoed 
from  every  quarter  of  the  House :  I  mean,  sir,  the 
unexample4  importance  of  the  subject.  It  is  im- 
portant m  itself.  A  proposition  to  limit  the  exten- 
sion of  slavery,  and  set  bounds  to  a  practice  which 
all  agree  to  be  the  curse,  if  not  the  disgrace^  of  the 
United  States,  is  surely  entitled  to  the  serious  at- 
tention of  the  representatives  of  a  fre^  people,  and 
seems  to  demand  of  every  member  a  full  and  ex- 
plicit declaration  of  his  sentiments.  But.  sir,  it 
oecomes  more  important,  it  assumes  a  still  more 
serious  aspect  when  we  consider  the  excitement 
which  prevails  within  and  without  the  walls  of 
this  House ;  the  intimations  (perhaps  I  may  call 
them  menaces)  which  have  escaped  gentlemen  in 
the  course  of  the  debate,  and  the  awful  conse* 
quences  which  it  is  predicted  will  flow  from  the 
adoption  of  the  proposed  amendment 
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It  is  a  mortifying  conbideratioa,  sir,  after  emerg- 
ing from  a  war  with  one  of  the  most  powerful  na- 
tions of  Europe ;  a  war  which  threatened  not  only 
the  prostration  of  our  national  rights,  but  the  dis- 
memberment of  the  Union,  to  find  ourselves  so  soon 
again  menaced  with  internal  commotions,  of  a 
character  not  less  hostile  than  the  former  to  our 
union  and  tranquillity.  We  have  a  surfeit  of  local 
jealousies.  For  more  than  twenty  years  they  have 
been  fomented  by  interested  men,  among  whom 
those  of  the  East  have  held  a  conspicuous  station. 
These  jealousies  were  treated  at  first  as  the  neces- 
sary result  of  our  free  institutions,  and  as  of  little 
consequence ;  but  they  continued  to  increase  until 
the  late  war,  when  they  seemed  to  jeopardize  our 
national  existence.  I  am  afraid,  sir,  that  preju- 
dices and  jealousies  of  a  similar  nature  are  about 
to  revisit  our  country,  and  sow  dissension  among 
us.  The  troubles  of  1814  arose  from  temporary 
causes.  Peace  reduced  every  thing  to  tranquillity. 
The  origin  of  the  present  discontents,  sir,  I  appre- 
hend, is  not  of  so  transient  a  character.  It  is  to 
be  found  in  habits,  customs,  and  modes  of  thinking, 
p^uliar  to  the  different  sections  of  the  Union.  It 
is  therefore  more  uniform  in  its  tendency  and 
operation — more  permanent  in  its  effect. 

The  fate  of  those  who  have  heretofore  stood 
forth  as  the  advocates  and  promoters  of  disunion, 
should  warn  us  to  avoid  their  course.  The  Hart- 
ford Convention,  sir,  will  be  remembered  so  long 
as  the  history  of  this  country  is  extant.  I  rejoice, 
sir,  that  this  is  likely  to  be  the  case.  I  trust  that 
the  very  mention  of  its  name  will,  by  a  uniform 
association  of  ideas,  excite  in  the  mind  of  every 
American,  to  the  latest  generation,  the  remem- 
brance of  treachery  and  treason.  The  prospect, 
sir,  is  favorable ;  for,  1  believe  there  are  tew  indi- 
viduals in  the  United  States,  and,  as  far  as  ray 
knowledge  extends,  but  one  member  of  that  body, 
who  has  yet  dared  to  step  forth  in  its  defence,  and 
attempt  to  shield  it  from  the  detestation  of  an  in- 
sulted community.  These,  sir,  are  general  remarks, 
and  bv  no  means  designed  as  an  insinuation  unfa- 
vorable to  the  views  of  any  of  the  honorable  gen- 
tlemen who  oppose  the  amendment. 

Fermit  me  nere,  sir,  to  notice  an  insinuation, 
extraordinary  in  itself,  as  well  as  on  account  of  the 
source  whence  it  has  proceeded.  An  honorable 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Holmes)  has 
said,  that  he  perceives  in  the  proposed  amendment 
an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York 
to  give  a  President  to  the  United  States. 

[Mr.  Holmes  explained.  He  said  that  he  had 
observed  that  certain  great  men  of  the  North  had 
made  use  of  the  Missouri  bill  as  a  pony,  and  hod 
directed  its  head  towards  Washington.  He  said 
he  had  not  designated  New  York ;  but  the  honora- 
ble gentleman  could  do  so  if  he  chose.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  understood  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman as  applvine  his  observations  to  the  State 
of  New  York;  out  ne  has  disavowed  such  a  mean- 
ing, and  I  certainly  do  not  feel  justified  in  apply- 
ing them  in  that  manner  myself— but  I  will  just 
observe  to  the  honorable  gentleman  that  the  Re- 
publicans of  the  North  knew  their  duty,  and  per- 
formed it,  even  whUe  they  had  the  honor  of  meet- 


ing him  in  the  ranks  of  their  opponents,  and  thai 
they  have  not  yet  forgotten  how  to  treat  the  un- 
founded aspersions  of  those  who  choose  to  call  in 
question  the  purity  of  their  motives.  No,  sir,  it  is 
not  from  views  hostile  to  the  Southern  States  that 
I  am  induced  to  advocate  the  amendment.  I  fear 
not  to  declare,  sir,  that,  if  I  entertain  any  partial- 
ity for  any  particular  portion  of  the  people  of  ihf 
United  States,  it  is  for  those  of  the  Soath  and 
West.  Their  liberality,  their  enlightened  policy, 
their  patriotism,  bravery,  and  generous  sacrifices 
in  defence  of  their  country,  appear  to  great  ad- 
vantage, when  contrasted  with  the  egotism,  self- 
ishness, and  illiberal  prejudices,  which  have  char- 
acterized at  least  a  portion  of  their  brethren  of 
the  North  and  East. 

But,  sir,  were  I  of  a  different  disposition,  and 
did  I  desire  to  reduce  the  weight  of  the  Soathera 
States  in  the  scale  of  the  Union,  the  mnendBent 
under  consideration  should  receive  my  oega^ve. 
I  would  compare  the  present  relative  pc^mlaltOB 
of  the  Northern  and  Southern  Stales  wuh  wku 
it  was  twenty  ^ears  ago,  and  find  in  the  rei^t  a 
complete  cure  lor  the  most  bigoted  aitd  inveterair 
jealousy.  1  would  look  at  the  Soutliem  Slafo, 
and  examine  their  extensive  tracts  of  barrea  and 
uncultivated  land,  once  the  most  fertile  and  pro- 
ductive, and  see  in  them  the  future  condiiicm  of 
that  whole  section  of  our  country.  I  shooid  con- 
template the  rapid  increase  of  their  Uack  popnla- 
tion  with  the  most  malicious  pleasure;  for  I  should 
find  in  it  an  earnest  of  the  future  extinction  of  the 
whole  European  race. 

To  the  honor  of  this  Hotise  there  seems  to  be 
but  one  opinion  respecting  the  enormous  injustice 
of  enslaving  our  fellow  men,  be  their  color  whttt 
it  may.  The  precepts  of  religion,  and  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution,  are  ooth  violated  by  the 
practice.  Experience,  however,  has  shown  that 
evils  of  this  description  are  easily  suimouated  by 
the  ingenuity  of  mankind.  The  love  of  gain  can 
silence  the  voice  of  reason,  and  gold  has,  in  aU 
ages,  been  found  an  admirable  reoiedy  for  a  ten- 
der conscience.  Why  is  it,  sir,  that  geotlemeB, 
after  denouncing  slavery  as  an  evil,  proceed  im- 
mediately to  treat  us  with  palliatives  and  ezciisei 
for  the  practice?  An  hoiK)rable  gentleman  Dram 
Virginia  (Mr.  Randolph)  has  declared  that  it  is 
an  awful  and  tremendous  judgment,  aad  tbat  aM 
the  misfortunes  which  have  ever  bifailen  hi5  coon- 
try,  are  exceeded  by  slavery.  In  the  next  brnlh, 
sir,  we  are  told  of  the  dangers  oi  emancipatioa; 
of  the  happy  condition  of  the  slaves;  of  tbeir 
affectionate  attachment  to  their  masters,  and  of  tbe 
cruelty  of  the  restriction.  Nay,  sir,  we  are  j^vely 
reminded  that  free  persons  may  lose  their  abertkB 
bv  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and  that  the  s^ier  k 
obliged  to  expose  his  life  at  the  command  of  his 
superior.  To  these  suggestions  I  wijl  only  reply 
that  they  have  been  the  ar^m^ts  of  aructoerals 
and  tyrants  in  aU  ages  olthe  world;  that  they 
are  now  used  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  all  the 
usurpations  which  have  ever  been  committed  oe 
the  rights  and  libertie»v  of  mankind,  and  that  by 
them  the  Algerines  defend  all  their  enormities. 
But,  an  assertion  has  been  made,  which,  if  jfoo^ 
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ed  in  fact,  ought  to  put  to  siieuce  the  advocates  of  | 
the  ameDdment.    It  is  said,  sir,-  that  it  is  better  that  j 
our  slaves  be  widely  dispersed  among  many  mas-  t 
ters,  than  that  they  should  be  condensed  within 
circumscribed  bounds.    This  position^  sir,  is  not 
destitute  of  reason,  much  less  of  plausibility.    On  j 
this  subject  I  confess  my  limited  information ;  but 
the  fact^  sin  in  mv  possession,  and  the  observa- 
tions which  I  have  o^  able  to  make,  have  led  to 
a  conclusion  in  my  mind  verv  different  from  the 
above. 

It  is  notorious,  that  no  effectual  bounds  have  yet 
been  set  to  this  ffrowing  evil.  Slavery  has  indeed 
been  banished  U'om  New  England,  from  most  of 
the  States  north  of  the  Potomac,  ^nd  from  all  the 
States  north  of  the  Ohio.  The  climate  of  these 
^M^es,  iiowever.  is  unpropitious  to  the  practice, 
^  and  the  probability  is,  that  it  would  never  have 
extensively  obtained  had  no  laws  been  enacted  on 
the  subject.  Slavery  has,  however,  been  tolerated 
in  all  the  States  and  Territories  south  of  those 
rivers,  and  no  laws  have  yet  been  passed  to  pre- 
vent its  introduction  into  the  vast  r^ion.  west  of 
tbe  Mississippi.  What  is  the  result?  The  West 
has  been  supplied  with  slaves  from  Maryland,  and 
the  other  slaveholding  States.  Has  their  number 
decreased  in  those  places  from  whence  suftplies 
have  been  drawn?  The  alarming  &ct,  sir,  is 
upon  paper.  In  the  course  of  twenty  years,  com- 
mencug  in  1790,  they  have  increased^  even  in  the 
iltlantic  States,  m  a  ratio  greater  than  the  whites. 
This  circumstance  ought,  surdv,  to  arouse  the 
Southern  people  to  a  sense  of  tneir  danger,  and 
disatm  their  enemies,  if  any  they  have,  of  all  their 
malice. 

The  inhaUtants  of  Missouri^  sir^  will  no  doubt 
fijxd  a  present  benefit  from  tne  introduction  of 
slav^  into  their  Territory ;  but  let  them  cast  their 
eyes  to  the  future.  The  experience  of  a^es  is  be- 
fore them.  They  have  but  to  look  and  be  con- 
vinced of  the  inevitable  result.  The  time  will 
come,  sir,  if  slavery  be  not  circumscribed,  when 
the  citizens  of  the  Wesjbem  territory  shall,  with 
those  of  Virginia,  curse  tbeavarice  and  selfishness 
of  those  who  fixed  the  evil  tmon^hem ;  when  they 
shall  look  in  vayn  for  new  Stales  wherein  to  dis- 
pose of  their  surplus  slaves,  and  whea  nothing  but 
I  blood  and  violence  shall  avail  to  save  themselves 
from  destruction. 

Is  it  wisdom,  sir,  to  postpone  the  evil  day,  and 
jvpvide  §or  present  ease  at  the  expense  of  future 
misery  ?  Let  gentlemen  give  their  votes  on  this 
occasion  from  motives  sucn  as  these :  and  then,  if 
they  have  courage,  let  them  uo  and  look  upon  the 
picture  of  the  .Declaration  of  Independence.  Let 
them  see  if  they  can  hide  their  blushes  while  they 
contemplate  the  figures  of  those  immortal  patriots 
^whow  in  th^  presence  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and 
in  the  face  of  Heaven,  pledged  their  lives,  their 
fortunes^  and  sacred  honors,  for  the  future  happi- 
ness, yes,  sir,  for  the  future  ^happiness  and  glory  of 
their  country. 

By  permitting  the  extension  of  slavcay  into  Mis- 
souri, we  open  a  new  market  for  slav^  and  ef- 
fectually prevent  their  gradual  manumission  by 
their  masters»  by  increasing  their  prica    It  has 


been  contended,  sir,  that  it  is  the  price  of  produce 
which  regulates  the  price  of  slaves:  No  one  will 
deny  that  this  will  have  its  effect.  But,  will  any 
gentleman  afi^rm  that  no  other  causes  would  pro- 
auce  the  same  result?  »Is  it  not  universally  the 
case  that  the  abundance  of  an  article  lessens  its 
value  ?  The  restriction  will  render  slaves  of  no 
value  in  Mis80uri,  because  they  will  there  be  made 
free.  Their  value  will  decline  in  Virginia  for  the 
want  of  a  market.  Thus,  sir,  will  the  master  be 
induced  to  manumit  his  slave,  and  thus  will  a  new 
country  be  opened  for  his  reception,  consistent  with 
the  safety  and  interest  of  the  nation. 

It  is  useless  to  say  to  this  House  that  we  have 
enacted  laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade, 
and  that,  therefore,  no  more  slaves  will  be  intro- 
duced from  abroad.  The  very  fact,  sir,  that  we 
employ  a  nuipber  of  national  vessels,  at  a  vast  ex- 
pense, to  intercept  the  ships  of  those  who  drive  the 
infamous  traffic,  proves,  most  conclusively,  that 
there  is  a  chance  of  gain  in  the  pursuit  which  in- 
duces men  to  disregard  the  voice  of  conscience, 
and  brave  the  perils  which  oppose  tneir  progress. 
So  long  as  new  States  continue  to  furnish  a  mar- 
ket for  slaves,  the  efforts  of  Government  will  serve 
only  to  increase  the  horrors  of  the  trade.  The  laws 
will  be  violated,  our  precautions  will  be  evaded, 
unless  it  appears  that  the  slave-dealer  is  more  con- 
scientious, more  virtuous,  and  more  honesL  than 
those  who  deal  in  unforbidden  articles  ot  com- 
merce. 

The  most  bungling  legLslaton  sir.  can  forbid  the 
commission  of  a  crime^  and  affix  tne  penalty.  It 
is  the  business  of  the  wise  and  the  skillul  lawgiver 
to  penetrate  the  motives  which  operate  on  the 
minds  of  men,  and  impel  them  to  action.  Severe 
and  bloody  penalties  are  not  even  the  principal 
means  by  which  he  prevents  vice  and  promotes 
the  cause  of  virtue.  He  removes  temp^tion  from 
before  the  eyes  of  the  peojple,  and  encourages  every 
laudable  exertion  by  tne  nope  of  reward.  Are  we, 
sir,  practising  on  these  prmciples,  when  we  pass 
laws  for  the  prevention  of  the  slave  trade,  and  at 
the  same  time  raise  the  price  of  the  coBunodity  1^ 
furnishing  a  market  for  its  disposal  ?  Does,  not 
policy  such  as  this  expose  us  to  censure,  and  even 
to  ridicule  ?  Yes,  sir,  the  whole  enlightened  world 
would  pronounce  us  either  foolish  or  hypocritical 
if  we  pursue  this  course^  and  an  iffijpartud  po^tei* 
ity  will  confirm  their  decision. 

The  enemies  of  restriction,  sir,  insist  that  they 
are  not  guilty  of  the  sin  of  introducing  slavery  into 
the  United  States.  They  maintain  that  Indepen- 
dence found  the  practice  established  in  the  coun- 
try, and  that  the  pfirent  nation  is  alone  chargeable 
with  having  entaued  upon  them  this  acknowledged 
evih  I  readily  admit,  sir,  every  word  of  this  de- 
fence. They  ca  n  wash  their  brands  of  this  sin :  they 
are,  as  yet,  free  from  guilt  Let  them  beware  how 
they  make  themselves  partakers  in  the  iniauity,!^ 
contributing  their  influence  to  perpetuate  the  prac- 
tice. It  was  Eng[land  who  planted  this  poisonous 
weed  upon  our  sod.  For  what  was  it  done  ?  For 
the  same  reason,  sir,  for  which  gentlemen  propose 
to  introduce  it  into  MissourL\  It  was  (gom  mo- 
tives of  private  interest  and  preiient  convenience 
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that  it  was  done.  Well  might  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Hardin)  observe, 
that  the  time  had  been  when  it  was  our  interest  to 
legislate  for  principle ;  but  that  now  it  seemed  to 
be  our  principle  to  legislate  for  interest.  There  is 
more  truth  in  the  observation,  sir,  and  it  is  illus- 
trated by  more  circumstances,  than  I  believe  the 
honorable  gentleman  is  at  present  willing  to  admit. 

Do  the  people  of  Missouri  desire  the  admission 
of  slavery  into  their  territory  ?  So  did  the  first 
planters  of  Virginia.  They  derived  a  present  pro- 
fit from  the  employment  gf  slaves,  and  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  future.  Do  the  descendants  of  the  early 
settlers  acknowledge  the  short-sightedness  of  such 
miserable  policy  ?  So  will  the  descendants  of  the 
present  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  should  the  amend- 
ment be  rejected,  to  the  latest  generation.  Do 
you  exclaim  against  England  for  permitting  the 
mtroduction  of  slavery  into  Virginia  ?  So  will 
posterity  exclaim  against  this  very  Congress,  if  we 
permit  the  extension  of  this  abominable  custom. 
The  waters  of  the  Mississippi,  sir,  possess  no  more 
virtue  than  those  of  the  Atlantic.  Whether  you 
transport  slaves  across  the  ocean,  or  transport  them 
over  a  river,  the  baneful  consequences  are  the  same. 

Let  me  then,  sir,  entreat  gentlemen  to  reflect  on 
the  situation  in  which  they  place  themselves  by 
advocating  the  extension  of  slavery.  Will  they 
acknowledge  the  evils  which  it  has  brought  upon 
themselves,  and  at  the  same  time  maintam  that  it 
will  prove  a  blessing  to  their  brethren?  Such 
principles  and  such  practices,  sir,  are  irreconcila- 
ble in  the  nature  of  things.  I  am  happy  to  believe 
that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  most  brilliant 
talents,  nor  of  the  most  commanding  oratory,  to 
make  them  harmonize,  and  that  no  eflbrt  of  the 
human  mind  can  disguise  their  incongruity. 

Do  gentlemen  insinuate  that  the  advocates  of 
restriction  are  actuated  by  sinister  motives,  and  by 
an  unreasonable  apprehension  of  the  consequences 
of  slavery?  I  want  no  better  reasons  for  my  vote 
than  those  furnished  by  the  honorable  gentlemen 
from  the  South.  What  is  there  in  the  whole 
physical  world  which  ought  to  alarm  us,  if  we  can 
be  calm  when  an  enormous  evil — a  tremendous 
judgment,  which,  like  Fame,  increases  as  it  goes — 
IS  found  to  have  nearly  blasted  the  fairest  portion 
of  our  country,  and  for  which  there  is  no  remedy, 
but  in  the  enlargement  of  its  bounds  ?  Can  gen- 
tlemen blame  any  one  for  expressing  alarm  at  a 
prospect  like  this  ?  Is  it  for  proposing  to  arrest 
the  progress  of  such  a  hydra,  that  we  are  to  be 
charged  with  sinister  and  unworthy  motives  ?  Are 
we  for  this,  sir.  to  be  branded  as  the  disturbers  of 
the  harmony  or  the  Union  ?     • 

I  am  at  a  loss,  sir,  to  account  for  the  extraordi- 
nary excitement  which  the  proposed  amendment 
has  produced,  unless  I  take  it  for  granted  that  gen- 
tlemen have  adopted  the  opinion  of  the  celebrated 
Mr.  Burke,  who,  amidst  all  the  evils  of  slavery, 
comforts  us  by  the  discovery  that  it  shows  the 
master  his  enviable  condition  of  freedom.  But, 
not  contented  with  this,  and  in  order  to  raise  our 
happiness  to  perfect  ecstacy,  he  assures  us  that  in 
this  particular  we  resemble  the  ancient  Groths  (I 
wonder  he  did  not  say  Vandals)  and  modern  Poles. 


I  trust,  sir,  that  a  long  time  will  elapse  before  the 
spirit  of  liberty  in  this  country  will  need  such  helps 
as  these,  and  tnat  we  may  never  be  induced  to  fol- 
low the  advice  of  a  man  who  was  ever  cold  and 
phlegmatic  in  the  cause  of  freedom,  and  eloquent 
only  in  the  cause  of  aristocracy  and  oppression.  I 
hope,  sir,  that  our  free  institutions  will  continue  to 
rest  on  the  broad  foundation  of  public  sentiment, 
rendered  solid  and  everlasting  by  the  diffusion  of 
science  and  the  prevalence  ol  virtue;  and  that,  to 
the  end  of  time,  it  may  be  a  slander  upon  our 
character  to  compare  us  with  the  barbarians  of 
ancient  or  modern  Europe. 

But  we  are  told,  sir,  that  the  Constitution  for- 
bids us  to  interfere  on  this  occasion.  If  this  be  the 
case,  1  acknowledge  that  it  is  our  duty  to  acqui- 
esce, whatever  may  be  our  sentiments  of  the  ex- 
pediency or  necessity  of  the  measure.  I  trust,  siT, 
that  Congress  will  ever  be  ready  to  bow  with  rer- 
erence  to  the  provisions  of  that  sacred  instrument, 
and  to  listen,  with  candor  and  attention,  to  the 
voice,  from  what  quarter  soever  it  niay  coxne^ 
whicn  warns  us  that  we  are  about  to  riolate  it  in 
the  most  minute  degree.  Let  us,  then,  sir,  ex- 
amine the  Constitution,  in  the  spirit  of  patriotism, 
and  see  if  its  wise  framers  so  far  forgot  themsdres 
as  to  deprive  us  of  this  important  power. 

Two  questions  seem  naturally  to  present  them- 
selves for  our  consideration:  1.  Can  Congress  de- 
mand of  the  people  of  Missouri  the  performance  of 
the  proposed  condition,  previous  to  their  admisson 
into  the  Union?  And,  2.  Can  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri agree  to  the  demand?  In  otner  words,  air, 
can  Congress  and  the  people  of  the  Territory 
which  it  is  proposed  to  form  into  a  State,  by  a 
compact  which  will  be  binding,  exclude  the  prac- 
tice of  slavery  from  such  Territory  both  before  and 
after  its  admission  ?  If  this  cannot  be  done^  snr, 
1  for  one  shall  lament  the  necessity  yrbieb  compels 
me  to  acquiesce. 

The  Constitution  declares  that  "new  States 
may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress  into  this  Union." 
All  agree,  sir,  that,  by  virtue  of  this  clause,  Con- 
gress may  exercise  their  discretion,  and  admit,  or 
refuse  to  admit,  a  new  State.  But  an  hoiKHaUe 
gentleman  from  Virgmia  (Mr.  Babbocr)  insists 
that,  although  Congress  can  refuse  their  assent  to 
the  admission  of  Missouri,  they  have  no  li^t  so 
to  do,  unless  the  interests  of  the  Union  reqoir^  it. 
No  one  will  deny  the  truth  of  this  proposition; 
but  I  should  almost  be  willing  to  abide  by  the 
opinion  of  the  honorable  gentleman^  Jiimself  had 
he  no  Constitutional  scruples  as  to  the  expediency 
of  admitting  Missouri  unconditionally.  But,  aa 
extraordinary  position  is  taken  by  the  opposers  of 
restriction.  It  is  maintained  by  them  that,  al- 
though we  may  consent  or  refuse,  we  can  annex 
no  condition.  Will  gentlemen  construe  other  Con- 
stitutional powers  by  the  same  rule?  The  Con- 
stitution empowers  Congress  to  borrow  money. 
Will  gentlemen  deny  that  we  can  provide  for  its 
repayment?  We  can  declare  war;  bat  can  we 
not  do  it  conditionally?  Yet  the  Constitatioi 
simply  authorizes  us  to  declare  war,  without  tk 
mention  of  any  condition.  We  can  raise  armits 
by  virtue  of  express  power.    Hare  we  not  the  to- 
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thority,  by  implication,  to  disband  them  ?  But  it 
is  unnecessary  to  enumerate  instances  wherein  the 
strict  construction  contended  for  would  be  mani- 
festly absurd.  The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr. 
Barbour)  himself  admitted  that  every  giver  could 
annex  his  condition  to  the  grant. 

[Mr.  Barbour  explained.  He  said  his  proposi- 
tion was,  that  Congress,  in  this  instance,  could  an- 
nex no  condition  but  what  was  authorized  by 
some  clause  of  the  Constitution.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  my  business  to  show  that 
a  fair  and  logical  construction  of  the  clause  will 
authorize  the  proposed  condition.  If  this  be  done, 
sir,  it  will  remain  for  those  who  espouse  the  other 
side  of  the  auestion  to  show  that  our  power  is 
taken  away  by  some  other  clause  of  the  instru- 
ment. I  shall  not  argue  this  point  at  length,  sir ; 
for  to  me  it  is  self-evident  that  a  power  to  do  or 
not  to  do  implies  an  authority  to  do  or  not  to  do 
upon  such  conditions  as  the  public  good  may  re- 
quire. The  Constitution,  sir,  was  not  designed 
to  puzzle  the  ignorant,  nor  confound  the  wise.  It 
is  to  be  construed  by  the  rules  of  common  sense, 
and  is  liable  to  the  same  interpretation  of  any  other 
instrument  containing  delegated  powers.  Would 
your  agent,  whom  you  had  authorized  to  purchase 
or  not  to  purchase  a  commodity,  exceed  his  pow- 
ers by  receiving  it  upon  condition  1  No,  sir ;  every 
court  in  the  nation  would  be  unanimous  upon  sucn 
a  question. 

Are  there  any  provisions  in  the  Constitution 
which  interfere  with  this  construction  ?  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  (Mr.  Barbour)  has  produced 
two,  which,  he  contends,  clearly  deprive  us  of  the 
power  of  imposing  the  restriction  contained  in  the 
amendment.  The  tenth  article  of  amendments 
declares,  that  "the  powers  not  delegated  to  the 

*  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited 

*  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  re- 

*  spectively,  or  to  the  people."  The  honorable 
gentleman  maintains  that  the  States  have  not 
delegated  to  Congress  the  power  of  abolishing  sla- 
very, and  that  the  several  States  have  exclusive 
jurisdiction  over  the  subject.  I  agree,  sir,  that  we 
cannot  abolish  the  practice  in  States  already  ad- 
mitted ;  but  we  may  refuse  our  assent  to  the  ad- 
mission of  a  new  State,  unless  involuntary  servi- 

'■  tude  be  forever  renounced.  Is  it  contended  that 
I  vre  cannot  insist  upon  the  condition,  because  it  is 
'  not  amonff  the  number  of  our  delegated  powers, 
'  and  therefore  reserved  to  the  States  ?  This,  sir, 
^  is  assuming  the  fact  in  dispute.  The  answer,  sir, 
i  is,  tiiat  the  power  is  riven  to  us  by  the  Constitu- 
"  tion,  and  that,  therefore,  it  is  not  reserved  to  the 

States. 
f       The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article,  sir,  pro- 
>  Tides  that  "  the  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  en- 
^  titled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
:  in  the  several  States."    Does  this  clause  tie  up 
'  oar  hands,  and  prevent  our  interfering  in  the  man- 
:  ner  proposed  ?    Does  it  secure  to  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, afler  their  admission  as  a  State,  the  right, 
as  it  is  called,  of  holding  slaves?    Will  it  release 
them,  sir,  from  the  compact  which  they  may  be 
induced  to  make  previous  to  their  reception  as  a 
member  of  the  Union  t    Will  any  gentleman  con- 
16th  Con.  Ist  Sess.— 40 


tend,  sir,  that  Congress  has  here  an  authority  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  regulations  of  individual 
States,  and  to  compel  Massachusetts  to  alter  her 
laws  against  slavery,  because  Virginia  tolerates 
the  practice  ? 

I  am  persuaded,  sir,  that  no  honorable  gentle- 
man wilt  feel  himself  inclined  to  avow  that  such 
are  his  views  of  the  clause  in  question.  Were 
this  the  meaning  of  the  section,  sir,  we  might  justly 
be  alarmed.  State  rights  in  such  case  would  in- 
deed be  in  danger ;  for,  while  we  were  engaged  in 
rendering  uniform  the  several  Slate  constitutions, 
we  might  aim  an  effectual  blow  at  their  independ- 
ence, and  clothe  ourselves  with  the  most  ample 
authority. 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Virgmia  (Mr.  Barbour)  in  his  construction 
of  this  part  of  the  Constitution.  He,  sir^  has  said 
that  every  citizen  of  the  United  States  is,  by  this 
clause,  secured  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  privi- 
leges and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  State 
wherein  he  resides.  He  illustrates  his  idea  by  sup- 
posing that  a  citizen  of  Virginia  comes  to  reside 
in  Massachusetts,  and  that  a  citizen  of  Massachu- 
setts comes  to  reside  in  Virginia.  In  the  latter 
case,  the  citizen  acquires  a  right,  and  in  the  former 
a  ri^ht  is  lost.  But  what  ef^ct  will  the  abolition 
of  slavery  in  Missouri  have  upon  the  citizen  of 
that  State?  Will  he  not  be  entitled  to  all  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
States  ?  Is  not  slavery  abolished  in  the  Eastern 
and  Northern  States,  and  in  those  of  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois  ?  Are  not  their  citizens,  never- 
theless, entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  this  clause  of 
the  Constitution  ? 

Gentlemen  acknowlege  that  if  the  people  of 
Missouri  would  voluntarily  renounce  the  right  of 
slavery,  they  would  rejoice  at  the  event.  Why 
are  they  so  opposed  to  our  asking  them  the  ques- 
tion ?  Perhaps  the  Missourians  will  consent,  and 
ratify  the  compact  ?  If  they  do,  sir,  all  our  diffi- 
culties are  at  an  end.  If  they  refuse,  the  path  of 
our  duty  is  plain  before  us.  Will  it  be  said  that 
we  are  taking  an  unworthy  advantage  of  our  breth- 
ren ?  Can  it  be  alleged  that  we  are  refusing  them 
a  right  to  which  they  are  equitably  entiUed,  in 
order  to  compel  them  to  relinquish  tke  great  pre- 
rogative of  governing  themselves?  It  is  said,  sir, 
that  all  compacts  must  be  voluntary.  Whether 
this  be  true,  or  not  true,  is  little  to  the  purpose. 
By  the  Constitution,  we  have  the  unqualified  right 
of  placing  the  good  and  the  evil-before  them,  and 
allowing  them  to  make  their  election.  Is  this  com- 
pulsion, sir  ?  Does  the  man  who  is  at  perfect  lib- 
erty to  sign  or  not  to  sign  a  contract,  complain  of 
duress  and  compulsion,  because  the  terms  are  not 
so  good  as  he  demands  ? 

The  doctrine  contended  for  by  the  advocates  of 
restriction,  sir,  has  been  called  new.  Alarm  is  at- 
tempted to  be  excited  at  what  are  called  encroach- 
ments on  the  Constitution.  So  far  as  precedent  is 
concerned,  sir,  there  is  no  doctrine  more  new  than 
that  of  those  who  oppose  the  amendment.  In 
1780,  Congress  provided  that  such  territory  as 
might  be  ceded  to  the  United  States  shoula  be 
formed  into  distinct  republican  States  which  should 
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become  members  of  the  Union,  and  have  the  same 
rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence, 
as  the  original  States.  In  pursuance  of  this  pro- 
vision, the  Northwestern  territory  was,  ceded  by 
Connecticut  and  other  States.  In  1787,  Congress 
passed  an  ordinance  for  the  government  of  the  in- 
nabitants.  It  contains,  sir,  six  articles,  which  have 
formed  a  compact  between  the  Congress  and  the 
people  of  the  territorv.  One  of  them  provides  that 
involuntary  servitude  shall  be  abolished,  except 
for  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  be  duly  convicted. 
Here,  sir,  we  are  told  that  this  ordinance  of  1787 
was  an  usurpation.  The  honorable  ^ntleman 
from  Virginia  has  quoted  the  Federalist  m  suroort 
of  this  opinion.  I  agree,  sir,  that  the  Articles  of 
Confederation  contain  no  powers  which  authorized 
the  Old  Con£fres9  to  admit  new  States.  But,  did 
any  one  condemn  the  measures  for  any  other  rea- 
son than  the  want  of  power  ?  Surelv  i)i0t,  sir,  so 
far  from  disapproving  the  policy  itself,  the  Con- 
vention whicn  formed  the  new  Constitution  gave 
the  new  Congress  the  power  to  do  by  right,  what 
the  Old  Congress  did  without  right.  Accordingly, 
sir,  when  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  applied  for 
admission,  we  consented  on  condition  that  their 
coBstitutions  should  contain  nothing  contrary  to 
the  ordinance  of  1787.  They  concurred,  sir,  and 
were  received  as  States.  Where  was  the  wisdom 
and  foresight  of  old  Virginia  a  t  this  period  ?  Why 
did  she  not  raise  her  voice  against  these  acts  of 
Congress?  We  did,  sir,  admit  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois,  upon  the  yerv  terms  which  we  offer  to 
propose  to  Miissouri.  Where  was  the  power  found  ? 
Not  in  the  ordinance  of  1787 ;  for  it  was  an  usur- 
pation. The  Congress  of  1802  saw  it  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Yes,  .sir,  even  the  Southern  representa- 
tives, at  that  period,  concurred  in  the  construction 
for  which  we  contend. 

But,  another  question  remains  to  be  discussed: 
Can  the  people  of  Missouri  renounce  the  practice 
of  sUivery  ?  In  their  remarks  and  arguments  on 
this  subject,  gentlemen  are  continually  confound- 
ing the  rights  of  Territories  with  those  of  States. 
We  are  told  that  we  can  make  no  compact  with 
States,  except  in  cases  particularly  provided  for 
by  the  Constitution^  Can  Missouri,  we  are  asked, 
renounce  the  rights  secured  to  her  by  the  Confti- 
tution  ?  No,  sir,  she  cannot.  I  agree,  sir,  that 
federal  rights  cannot  be  demanded  nor  resigned ; 
for  the  Constitution  b  paramount  to  all  contracts 
between  a  territory  and  the  United  States.  Should 
Missouri,  while  a  territory,  ^ive  up  a  federal  right, 
the  constitution  will  restore  it  to  her  on  her  admis- 
sion into  the  Union.  But,  sir,  is  slavery  a  federal 
right  ?  Does  the  Constitution  secure  to  the  States 
the  exercise  of  this  shameful  practice?  Let  us 
examine  the  history  of  that  glorious  instrument, 
sir,  for  I  confess  my  anxiety  to  rescue  It  froiQ  so 
foul  an  imputation.  I  will  endeavor  to  show,  sir, 
that  the  practice  of  slavery — for  I  will  not  call  it 
a  right—depends  solely  on  the  positive  regulations 
of  the  individual  States. 

The  Constitution,  sir,  may  be  regarded  as  a 
compact  between  the  original  States,  whereby  a 
national  government  was  established  for  the  se- 
curity of  the  righta  and  interests  of  idl.    That  the 


General  Government  might  be  enaUed  lo  effect  se 
great  an  object,  the  States  bestowed  upon  it  certtii 
prerogatives  of  eovereignty,  of  which  they  diveEted 
themselves.  In  the  formation  of  this  compact,  it 
was  found  njscessary  to  ]Hoceed  in  the  spirit  «f 
conciliation  and  forbearancf.  A  practice  ms 
found  to  prevail,  in  some  of  the  States^  id  cbsUt- 
ing  their  fellow-meii.  This  custom,  aithou^  ib- 
horrent  to  the  principles  of  fireedom,  and  inimieil 
to  the  practice  of  republicanism,  was,  in  the  ^eii 
of  amity  and  comfuromise,  left  untouched  by  aaj 
provisions  in  the  Constitution;  not  becaese  the 
States  would  have  been  degrad«l  by  an  inhibilioa, 
but  because  the  Union  of  the  States  made  neh  a 
course  both  necessary  and  propo*. 

Since  the  adoption  of  the  ConatitotioB,  sir,  m 
far  as  its  federal  powers  exiend,  the  United  Stain 
may  be  regarded  as  an  individual  nation,  aad  as  i 
consolidated  Gk>vemment.  As  such,  sir,  Ccami 
levies  war,  makes  peace,  and^does  all  things  mek 
the  Constitution  einpowers  it  to  perform. 

The  great  question  then  arises,  whether  tk 
spirit  or  letter  oi  the  Constitution  requires  tkat 
new  States  should  be  admitted  to  the  pofiseeM 
of  all  the  powers  which  the  original  Stales  ic- 
served  to  themselves  at  the  formatuna  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Unless  it  can  be  -shown,  sir,  tkat  liiae 
is  some  magic,  some  witchcraft,  some  donaaat, 
imperceptible,  and  miraculous  power  in  the  Coa- 
stitution,  which  will  release  the  people  of  a  teni- 
tory  from  a  condition  \Hhich  does  not  interfere 
with  their  federal  rights  as  a  State,  and  wkk^ 
they  themselves  have  solemnly  ratified  and  ac- 
cepted, as  a  condition  of  their  adniission,  wtwmn 
decide  the  question  in  the  negative;  fer  so^a 
principle  is  nowhere  establbhed  hj  the  instnmieaL 
either  expressly  or  by  implication. 

Will  the  proposed  amendment  ixkterhnwkk the 
sovereign  rights  of  the  new  States  ?  Is  t^  power 
of  enslaving  the  African  an  essential  attnhate  of 
sovereignty  ?  We  have  been  told,  ^t,  that  the 
amendment  interferes  with  the  inajienable  rMi 
of  self-government.  Are  gentlemen  pceparedto 
say  that  slavery  is  a  part  of  the  rights  of  a  reydb- 
lican  State?  For  myself,  sir,  I  will  ▼en«ve  to 
declare,  that,  so  far  from  being  a  ri^t^  it  s  a  vio- 
lation of  the  principles  upon  which  is  founded  ou 
florious  edifice  of  freedom,  and  of  eternal  jusi^oe. 
t  depends  for  its  establishment  and  soppori  m 
power  and  violence^  and  upon  them  alone. 

To  corroborate  this  position|  sir,  permit  me  « 
quote  the  opinion  of  a  man  distinsuished  alifce  a 
a  scholar  and  a  statesman,  and  iraose  scstimeBfr 
will  be  heard  with  respect  by  every  memher  of  tk 
Committee.  I  mean  the  honoraMe  William  Pkl- 
ney,  now  a  member  of  the  other  bran^  of  tb 
Legislature.  la  a  speech  delivered  bjr  him  in  tk 
Legislature  of  Maryland,  in  1789,  he  declares  tka: 
"  by  the  principles  of  eternal  justice,  no  master  e 
the  State  can  nold  his  slave  a  single  hour.''  Tb 
principle  is  as  immutably  true  as  truth  itself.  • 
nave  only  to  regret,  sir,  that,  in  the  fortv-foom 
year  of  opr  independence,  we  should  so  U^  Ia^ 
forgotten  the  principles  upon  which  that  indeptt- 
dence  was  proclaimed  and  established,  as  to  i 
such  a  quotation,  for  such  a  purpose,  at  all 
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I  sary  or  proper.  The  cry  of  "  the  State  rights  are 
1  ia  danger,  has  more  than  once  assailed  our  ears. 
t  Such  an  apprehension  is  altog^ether  unfounded. 
t  This  cr^,  sir,  is  probably  desiffoed  to  operate  like 
I  the  English  watchword,  '^  the  oiurch  is  in  danger." 
;<  it  may  serve  to  inflame  the  zeal  of  the  enemies  of 
I  restriction,  by  inspirmff  them  with  a  rague  horror 
I.  for  some  unknown  evfl.  It  will,  however,  I  trust, 
{,  produce  no  other  effect  than  a  conviction  of  the 
,  weakness  of  that  cause  which  can  need  such  feeble 
I    aid. 

^        Permit  me  now,  sir,  for  a  moment  to4urn  the 
..   attention  of  the  Committee  to  the  treaty  of  cession. 
I   One  article  of  that  treaty  provides,  "that  the  in- 
liabitants  of  the  ceded  territory  shall  be  incorpo- 
J.   rated  into  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  ad- 
'    mitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according^^o  the  princi- 
'   pies  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  cit- 
izens of  the  the  United  States."  Let  this  treaty,  «it, 
^'   be  reliffiouslv  fulfilled,  but  let  us  first  see  what  are 
the  rights,  aavantages,  and  immunities,  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States.    To  me,  sir,  nothing  is  more 
dear  than  that  they  are  such  only  as  are  secured 
to  us  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  not  those  with  which  any  of  the  individual  States 
'"  ean  interfere.    If  this  be  the  case,  sir,  the  amend- 
ment is  consistent  with  the  treaty.   Why  did  Con- 
'  SJ^as,  in  the  act  authorizing  Louisiana  to  form  a 
'    Constitution,  require  as  a  condition  of  its  admis- 
'   sion  that  their  laws  should  be  printed  in  the  Eng- 
lish langu^ige  ?    Are  the  original  States  required 
^    by  the  Constitution  to  do  this  ?    Is  not  the  liberty 
^  at  determining  for  ourselves  on  this  subject  as  es- 
'   sential  to  tovereignty  as  that  of  abolishing  slaverjr  ? 
The  Representatives  of  the  South  concurred  in 
this  restriction.    I  have  only  to  observe,  sir,  in 
conclusion,  that  if  a  condition  of  this  unimportant 
nature  may  be  constitutionally  imposed  upon  a 
territory  as  the  price  of  its  admission,  surelv  the 
one  under  ^consideration,  which  is  designed  and 
calculated  to  secure  the  happiness  and  prosperity, 
DOt  only  of  the  Missouri,  but  of  the  whole  United 
States,  most  solemnly  and  imperiously-  demands 
our  unqualified  support    Sir,  I  have  done. 

Mr.  AvDSRSOM,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  should 
ofier  no  apology  to  the  Committee  for  the  observa- 
tioiis  which  he  should  address  to  them ;  the  sub- 
ject, wl^ich  involved  the  extent  of  the  powers  of 
Oongress  and  the  rights  of  a  people  claiming  to 
be  a  confederate  of  this  Union,  gave  to  him  the 
amplest  justification.  It  is  not  a  question  which 
receives  its  importance  from  any  intemperate  zeal 
-which  has  been  displayed  here :  the  American  peo- 
ple have  declared  thieir  sense  of  its  consequence, 
by  manifesting  an  interest  in  the  proceeding  of 
this  House  which  no  recent  occasion  has  inspired. 
He-  considered  it  a  matter  of  coi^ratulation,  and 
highly  honorable  to  the  House  of  Kep^esentatives, 
that  tilts  interest,  so  deeplv  felt  and  universally  dis- 
played, had  not  oeen  prodfuced  by  any  heat  or  vio- 
lence in  this  debate,  but  solely  by  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  question.  Mr.  A.  said  that  he 
should  take  especial  care  not  to  violate  the  har- 
znoay  and  gooa  order  which  had  so  happily  pre- 
vailed in  the  discussion,  and  that,  whatever  might 


be  the  imperfection  of  the  remarks  which  he  should 
think  proper  to  deliver,  he  would  fearlessly  give  a 
pledge,  the  only  one  which  he  knew  and  felt  that 
he  could  redeem,  that  he  would  be  behind  no  gen- 
tleman in  the  respectfulness  of  his  observations. 

He  said  he  could  not,  however,  avoid  thinking 
that,  on  some  occasioi^s,  the  feeling  manifested  by 
the  people  had  been  somewhat  inflamed  by  mis- 
apprehending the  true  question.  If  it  had  been 
known  that  no  question  had  been  agitated  in  Con^ 
gress  involving  the  liberty  of  one  human  being, 
much  of  that  excitement  which  has  been  shown 
in  some  sections  of  the  Union  would  have  been 
repressed.  By  representing  this  question  as^  a 
contest  between  lifcerty  and  slavery,  the  best  feel- 
ings of  the  human  heart  have  been  enlisted  against 
us ;  if  it  had  been  generally  known  that,  so  far 
from  promoting.  Congress  has,  by  successive  acts, 
exerted  all  its  powers  for  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  many  of  the  maledictions  which 
have  been  so  prodigally  heaped  on  the  heads  of 
those  who  oppose  this  restriction  would  have  bem 
spared.  These  laws,  to  which  the  severest  peiial- 
ties  have  been  afiSxed,  were  passed  with  a  unanim^ 
ity  which  destroys  all  sectional  claim  to  the  honor 
01  enacting  them.  There  is,  too,  a  peculiarity  at- 
tending these  laws,  which  is  eminently  honoraUe 
to  the  humanity  of  the  American  Congress :  the 
representation  of  the  ordinary  penal  laws  of  the 
country  has  been  leff  to  the  punishments  which  are 
denounced  asainst  the  ofiender ;  but  in  this  ease, 
by  an  act  of  the  last  session,  the  whole  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  was  traced  at  the  dbposal  of 
the  President  to  enforoe  the  laws  for  prohibiting 
the  slave  trade;  the  usual  sanctions  were  not 
deemed  sufficient,  and  the  public  force  is  at  this 
moment  employed  in  preventing  what  an  unfortu- 
nate misapprehension  of  the  question  has  induced 
many  to  accuse  us  of  countenancing  and  promot- 
ing. This  was  a  question  of  dispersion,  not  of 
importation ;  a  question  different,  not  only  as  to 
policy,  but  ntdically  so  as  to  the  powers  of  Con- 
gress to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  A.  said  that  he  should  contend  that  Con- 
gress possessed  no  power  to  impose  this  restrictioii 
on  the  people  of  Missouri,  either  by  an  original 
prescription  declaring  that  it  should  become  am 
article  m  their  constitution,  or  bv  the  more  plao- 
sible  mode  of  compact  by  whicn  it  might  seem 
that  the  altnnative  was  Im  to  the  people,  and  the 
insertion  of  it  would  be  a  voluntary  act  on  their 
part.  He  should  contend  tluit  each  State  should 
come  into  the  Union'  equal  and  unimpaired  in  its 
sovereignty,  except  so  far  as  it  was  impaired  by 
its  obligaUons  to  the  Federal  Constitution ;  if  it 
had  come  under  obligations  in  any  other  way,  or 
had  been  deprived  of  any  attribute  of  sovereignty 
which  all  the  other  States  possessed,  it  had  then 
lost  the  necessary  equality^  and  aAso  that  character 
of  a  State,  which  was  indispensable  for  its  admis- 
sion into  this  Union.  Vanoiis  clauses  have  been 
relied  on  by  the  advocates  of  this  amendment  to 
support  the  restriction.  No  express  power  is  pre- 
tended, although  it  may  be  truly  said  that  if  any 
case  could  occur  in  wnich  we  might  reasonaUy 
demand  an  express  authority,  it  woidd  be  when 
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we  were  withdrawing  from  a  State  a  portion  of 
its  sovereign  power.  He  would  not,  however,  ex- 
act this  of  his  adversaries,  but,  in  answer  to  their 
loud  calls  for  a  liberal  construction,  to  ^nablethem 
to  effect  their  humane  and  beneficent  purpose,  he 
would  say  that  this  was  a  case  that  eminently  jus- 
tified a  most  rigid  construction.  The  general 
scheme  of  the  Federal  Constitution  contemplates 
external  objects  ;  he  knew  that  this  scheme  was 
not  preserved  entire,  but  whenever  it  was  departed 
from  the  objects  of  legislation  were  specifically 
named ;  and  now,  when  gentlemen  are  for  violat- 
ing this  general  intention  and  making  it  act  on  a 
case  emphatically  internal,  we  had  a  right  to  con- 
fine them  to  ri^id  construction. 

The  clause  giving  to  Congress  power  to  "regulate 
commerce  between  the  States,"  to  make  "  all  need- 
ful rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,"  and  the  nintn  section  of  the 
first  article,  declaring  that  "the  migration  or  im- 
portation of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  States  now 
existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808," 
nave  all  been  cited  and  relied  on  by  different  gen- 
tlemen, as  forming  the  source  of  the  disputed 
power.  Each  of  these  clauses  has  been  presented 
in  every  way  which  ingenuity  could  devise,  to 
maintain  the  power.  He  said  he  would  not  distress 
the  Committee  by  again  entering  into  an  exami- 
nation of  the  true  meaning  of  these  parts  of  the 
Constitution  ;  this  subject  had  been  so  amply  dis- 
cussed, and  he  considered  every  argument  drawn 
from  these  sources  so  completely  overthrown,  that 
respect  for  his  own  feelings  would  not  permit  him 
again  to  enter  into  it.  But  they  were  susceptible 
01  an  answer,  which  he  would  now  proceed  to  give ; 
an  answer  conceding,  for  the  moment,  the  con- 
struction which  was  improperly  given,  but  denying 
every  inference  which  was  drawn  from  it. 

All  these  clauses  give  to  Congress  a  legislative 

Eower  ;  and  it  must  be  executed  in  the  usual  way, 
y  a  direct  act  of  legislation,  by  an  act  of  Congress. 
The  first  section  of  the  Constitution  declares,  that 
"  all  legislative  powers  herein  granted  are  vested 
in  a  Congress  of  the  United  States."  These  powers 
must  be  executed  directly  by  the  body  in  whom 
they  are  vested.  They  cannot  be  executed  by  a 
compact,  the  very  essence  of  which  is,  that  one 
party  shall  not  be  released  from  its  obligations  but 
with  the  assent  of  the  other.  A  power  to  regulate 
"  trade  between  the  States"  is  to  be  exercised  at 
the  discretion  of  Congress,  and  in  such  a  way  that 
Congress  can  at  any  time  resume  its  powers,  may 
modify  the  law,  or  repeal  it.  Congress  can  in  no 
way  so  dispose  of  a  legislative  power  vested  in  it, 
as  to  lose  tnat  control  over  the  subject  which  the 
Constitution  intended  to  vest  in  that  body,  and  no 
other.  The  nature  of  a  compact  is  inconsistent 
with  that  continuing  control.  Here,  it  is  proposed 
that  Congress  shall  execute  its  power  to  "  prevent 
migration,  or  to  make  needful  rules  and  regulations 
concerning  the  territory  of  the  United  States,"  not 
by  direct  legislation,  but  by  a  law  declaring  that 
the  people  of  Missouri  shall  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  if  they  will  execute  those  clauses  of  the 
Constitution. 


The  powers  of  Congress  are  to  be  executed  by 
Congress  only ;  thev  are  not  susceptible  of  delega- 
tion. The  whole  burden  of  judging  of  the  tim€ 
and  manner  of  executing  them,  is  submitted  to  us, 
and  cannot  be  surrendered ;  it  is  a  ri^ht  or  doty 
delegated  to  Congress  and  is  not  capaUe  of  farther 
transmission.  TLat  member  pf  the  ninth  section 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  prohibit  the  impor- 
tation of  slaves,  has  been  executed  in  the  ordinary 
way ;  no  one  doubted  the  power  of  Congress  to  pass 
the  law  and  no  one  can  doubt  their  power  to  repeal 
it.  But  now  you  urge  us  to  execute  the  other 
member  of  the  section,  relating  to  migration,  in  a 
way  which  renders  it  impossible  to  resume  the 
power.  If  this  restriction  is  passed,  the  result  will 
then  be,  that  there  are  important  legislative  powers 
which  depend  for  their  execution,  not  on  the  will 
of  Congress,  but  on  the  people  of  Missouri  He 
would  say  nothing  of  the  Constitutional  difficulty 
of  executing  these  high  powers,  in  reference  to  one 
State  only,  while  with  regard  to  the  rest  of  the 
Union  they  were  suspended.  But,  if  the  clauses 
referred  to  really  bore  the  sense  contended  for.and 
gave  the  power  to  act  on  the  subject,  why  do  not 
gentlemen  themselves  prefer  the  sim|^e  mode  of 
an  act  of  Congress  ?  If  they  have  the  power  of 
preventing  slaves  from  going  from  Virginia  to 
Missouri,  why  do  they  not  execute  it  in  the  usual 
way  ?  This  unnecessary  resort  to  a  circuitous  and 
doubtful  mode  would  iufttify  our  votes  a^^ainst  it 
But  in  truth  all  these  clauses  combined  gire  them 
no  power  to  act  at  all  on  the  subject ;  aa,  he  thought, 
had  been  completely  shown  by  the  gentlemen  who 
had  preceded  him.  He  had  forborne  to  examine 
the  operation  of  these  clauses,  because  he  was  un- 
willing to  follow  so  implicitly  the  track  of  others, 
and  he  thought  the  answer  which  he  had  gi ren 
to  this  part  of  the  argument  of  his  adrersaWes 
equally  decisive  and  more  despatchfuJ. 

The  clause  declaring  that  "  Congress  may  admit 
new  States  into  this  Union"  is  theonW  onew^ich 
he  thought  deserved  consideration.  It  has  been 
vehemently  contended,  that  a  right  to  "  admit  new 
States"  included  a  power  to  impose  any  conditions, 
and  in  all  things  to  regulate  the  manner  of  admis- 
sion. The  true  construction,  he  thought,  ga^e  to 
Congress  a  power  to  "  admit,"  or  to  reject  only ; 
that  when  this  was  done,  the  power  was  executed. 
It  was  not,  however,  necessary  for  him  to  contend 
that  Congress  could  impose  no  conditions  or  terms, 
which  were  merely  to  regulate  the  time  or  manner 
of  admission ;  it  was  sufficient  for  him  to  sbov 
that  the  condition  now  before  the  Committee  could 
not  be  imposed.  The  sequel  of  his  argument  might 
show  that  none  could  be  imposed.  It  was  his  vmi- 
pose  to  show,  that  Congress  now  demanded  of 
Missouri  to  surrender  an  essential  attribute  of  sot- 
ereignty;  one,  which  every  State  in  the  Unioa 
(except  those  on  which  the  like  usurpation  baJ 
been  practised)  possessed  j  and  one,  which,  if  re- 
linquished, degraded  her  below  the  character  of  a 
"  State,"  the  only  character  in  which  by  the  ternn 
of  the  Constitution  she  could  he  admitted.  Tk 
section  gave  an  authority  to  admit  new  States 
only.  He  should  not  refer  to  any  book  on  public 
law  for  a  definition  of  the  word ;  it  had  in  oui 
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ConstitQtion  a  technical,  well  known  meaning, 
which  was  ascertained  hy  reference  to  the  other 
States.  In  the  first  place,  every  State  in  this 
Union  had  within  itself  a  capacity  for  altering  or 
reforming  its  internal  government,  whenever  it 
thought  proper ;  and,  secondly,  the  sovereign  powers 
of  tte  people  have  been  surrendered  in  two  ways 
onlv,  viz:  by  their  State  constitutions,  and  the 
Federal  Constitution.  If  this  restriction  be  imposed 
the  people  of  Missouri  will  have  a  government  es- 
sentially different  from  a  "  State,"  in  both  these 
respects.  It  will  be  recollected,  that  it  is  the  irrev- 
ocable nature  of  the  condition  to  be  imposed, 
which  gives  the  real  character  to  it,  and  it  was  to 
that  feature  that  his  objections  were  now  addressed. 
It  takes  from  Missouri  that  full  power  to  alter  its 
State  government,  which  all  the  States  possess. 
The  Declaration  of  Independence,  which  gave 
birth  to  our  political  existence,  recognises  this  right, 
and,  in  the  strong  language  of  its  author,  says  "  it 
is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  abolish  their 
government ;"  a  right,  which  Mr.  Madison  in  one 
of  the  numbers  of  the  Federalist,  calls  "  a  trans- 
cendent and  precious  rig;ht."  Tnis  power  of  al- 
tetinz  the  State  constitution  is  not  only  possessed, 
but  the  utmost  care  has  been  shown  in  declaring 
it,  in  all  the  bUls  of  rights  which  accompany  them. 
The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  declares  that 
the  people  alone  "  have  an  incontestable,  indefea- 
sible, and  inalienable  right  to  institute  govern- 
ment, and  to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  the 
same."  These  are  only^  declarations  of  what  is 
inseparably  connected  with  each  State  government ; 
a  capacity  of  reforming  itself  in  every  respect, 
'where  it  is  not  restricted  by  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion. He  considered  this  right  so  essential,  that 
its  abandonment  by  the  people  of  Missouri  would 
constitute  a  fatal  distinction  between  their  govern- 
ment and  a  "State."  The  result  of  this  view 
-veas,  that,  as  soon  as  the  clause  was  inserted  in  any 
constitution,  which  was  irrevocable  or  unalterable 
by  the  people  for  whom  it  was  established,  that 
the  Government  was  so  radically  di£ferent  from 
any  member  of  this  Union,  that  it  could  not  be  a 
State  in  the  Constitutional  sense  of  the  word. 

If  this  restriction  be  admitted,  another  essential 
difference  will  be  created  between  the  proposed 
form  of  government  and  any  other  in  the  Confed- 
eracy.   The  sovereign  power  of  these  people  will 
be  subject,  not  only  to  the  limitations  which  are 
placed  on  that  of  tne  people  of  the  other  States,  in 
their  State  and  Federal  Constitutions,  but  there 
-will  be  a  portion  surrendered  in  a  way  perfectly 
anomalous,  by  virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress.    For, 
Although  it  is  proposed  that  the  restriction  shall  be 
placed  in  the  state  constitution,  still  it  is  the  law 
of*  Congress  which  fives  all  the  efficacy  to  it,  by 
declaring  that  it  shul  be  irrevocable.    And,  pur- 
soincp  this  idea,  it  may  be  observed,  that  all  the 
people  of  the  United  States  have  reserved  a  mode 
of  changing  their  forms  of  gbvernment  by  the 
^iw^ys  propmd  either  in  their  State  or  Federal 
OoBstitutions;  while,  if  this  amendment  succeeds, 
^iiere  would  be  an  article  in  this  new  constitution 
ipvriiich  would  not  be  amendable  at  aU ;  or,  if  at  all, 
i^Y  a  mode  so  ludicrous  that  the  advocates  of  re- 


striction have  not  mentioned  it ;  it  could  only  be 
done  by  repealing  the  act  of  Congress  which  re- 
quired it.  The  idea  of  making  the  continuance  of 
any  article  in  a  State  constitution  dependent  on 
the  continuance  or  repeal. of  a  law  of  Congress,  is 
not  only  ludicrous  but  mischievous. 

If  this  restriction  is  imposed,  the  new  govern- 
ment will  differ  from  the  "  States"  of  the  Union  in 
these  important  features ;  it  will  have  a  part  of  its 
constitution  unalterable  by  the  people  tor  whom 
it  is  made ;  the  sovereignty  of  the  people  will  be 
given  up  by  an  additional  way  not  known  to  the 
other  States;  a  part  of  its  constitution  will  be  en- 
tirely unchangeable,  or,  if  it  can  be  changed,  it  can 
be  done  only  by  the  consent  of  Congress ;  and  it 
will  have  given  to  Congress  a  local  int^erence 
denied  by  all  the  States.  With  these  important 
distinctions,  all  degrading  her  below  the  dignity  of 
a  ^^  State,"  ne  contended  that  she  could  no  longer 
support  her  claims  to  that  charitcter.  In  books  on 
public  law,  France  and  Denmark  are  States,  but 
in  our  Constitution  they  ^re  not.  He  said,  it  was 
apparent  that  he  did  ^pt  intend 'to  give  a  definition 
of  the  word  "  State,"  or  to  require  a  conformity 
between  the  constitutions  of  all,  but  the  position 
which  he  had  laid  down  was,  that  no  e^ovemment 
in  our  Union  could  be  a  "  State"  which  had  given 
up  the  power  of  reforming  its  constitution  in  any 
of  its  parts,  and  which  was  bound  to  the  Union  m 
any  other  vtbly  than  •  by  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Mr.  A.  said,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  give 
a  definition  of  a  republic,  but  if  Mr.  Hamilton,  in 
the  Federalist,  had  not  been  grossly  wron^  in  sta- 
ting that  clause  in  the  Constitution,  declaring  that 
Congress  should  guaranty  to  every  State  in  the 
Union  a  republican  form  of  government,  it  would 
well  support  his  position. 

At  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  all  the 
States  were  le£t  perfectly  equal  and  sovereign. 
When  the  Articles  of  Confederation  were  formed, 
they  were  still  equal  and  sovereign,  too,  except  so 
far  as  powers  had  been  surrendered  in  those  arti- 
cles. When  these  articles  were  dissolved  by  the 
Federal  Constitution,  they  were  still  equal  and 
sovereign  in  every  tespect,  where  po-Vvers  were 
not  surrendered  by  that  instrument.  Then,  when 
another  State  is  admitted,  she  must  be  equal  and 
alike  sovereign ;  otherwise,  she  is  no  fit  associate 
for  the  confederates  of  this  Union.  To  say  that 
the  people  of  the  different  States  have  j^iven  in 
their  different  forms  of  government  very  unequal 
portions  of  the  sovereign  power^  cannot  affect  the 
argument.  It  is  the  capacity  either  to  give  this 
power,  or  to  withhold,  or  to  resume  it,  which  con- 
stitutes their  equality. 

It  has  been  urgea,  that  inasmuch  as  Conffress 
would,  at  the  next  session,  have  the  undoubted 
right  to  reject  the  admission  of  Missouri  if  the 
proposed  clause  were  omitted,  or,  indeed,  without 
assigning  any  reason,  that  there  can  be  no  impro- 
priety in  now  passing  a  law  declaring  the  condi- 
tion on  which  we  will  then  admit  her.  This 
manner  of  presenting  the  case  is  specious,  but  a 
little  attention  will  show  that  the  distinction  in  the 
result  is  obvious.  If  this  clause  were  voluntarily 
inserted  by  the  people  of  Missouri,  it  would  then 
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be  on  a  footing  with  every  other  part  of  their  con- 
stitution, amendable  and  alterable  by  the  same 
power  which  put  it  there ;  but  if  it  is  put  there  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress,  which  makes  it  a 
condition  of  admission  that  it  shall  be  irrevocable, 
it  is  placed  on  ground  essentially  different.  If  the 
constitution  were  now  here  presented  to  us  for  our 
approbation,  with  a  clause  declaring,  in  the  strong- 
est language,  that  there  should  never  be  involun- 
tary servitude  in  the  new  State,  the  advocates  of 
this  amendment  will  have  the  frankness  to  tell 
you  that  it  would  not  answer  their  demands.  It 
must  be  inserted  by  virtue  of  a  compact  with 
Congress,  by  which  it  receives  its  irrevocable  char- 
acter— the  only  character  in  which  it  is  acceptable 
to  them. 

The  idea  that  Missouri  may  relinquish  this 
power,  and  that  Congress  is  only  passive  in  re- 
ceiving it,  is  entirely  fallacious.  Congress  is  per- 
fectly the  creature  of  the  Constitution;  it  can 
neither  exercise  nor  receive  a  power  which  is  not 
within  the  instrument  creating  it.  A  capacity  to 
receive  a  power  is  itself  frequently  a  power  of 
the  greatest  magnitude  and  mischief.  Congress 
is  not  capable  of  receiving  any  addition  to  its 
powers  but  from  the  same  source  which  gave 
them.  They  never  can  be  increased  or  dimin- 
ished, but  through  that  instrument  which  now  con- 
veys them. 

From  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  may  fairly  be 
considered  that,  in  admitting  a  new  State,  we  have 
no  authority  to  impose  on  it  a  condition  which 
would  take  from  it  a  right  so  essential  to  its  sover- 
eignty— the  right  of  altering  its  form  of  State  gov- 
ernment in  all  its  parts.  But  the  clause  which 
declares  that  the  United  States  "  shall  guaranty  to 
every  State  in  this  Union  a  republican  form  of 
government,"  seems  to  fix  with  great  precision  the 
boundary  of  Congressional  interference  in  State 
governments.  The  federal  aid  is  not  to  be  admit- 
ted for  any  other  purpose.  As  soon  as  you  over- 
leap this  safe  boundary,  there  is  no  limit  to  your 
officious  interference.  You  can  go  wherever  your 
good  or  evil  passions  may  carry  you.  It  is  in  vain 
to  say  that  your  purpose  is  beneficent ;  the  wickedest 
scheme  or  the  wildest  crusade  would  have  the 
same  apology ;  as  soon  as  the  principle  is  estab- 
lished that  one  condition  may  be  imposed,  it  is  the 
inevitable  consequence  that  any  other  condition 
may  be  imposed.  Gentlemen  have  been  too  can- 
did to  attempt  to  draw  a  distinction.  The  same 
power  which  would  enable  us  to  declare  that  Mis- 
souri should  not  be  admitted  except  on  the  condi- 
tion of  excluding  slavery,  would  authorize  us  to 
demand  a  condition  of  Maine,  that  she  sl^^uld  [)ass 
no  law  excludinfi[  it.  And  as  it  regards  the  situ- 
ation of  those  unfortunate  people,  for  whose  benefit 
this  amendment  was  introduced,  he  had  no  doubt 
that  it  would  be  much  better,  not  only  if  the  new 
State  in  the  North,  but  all  the  States  of  the  Union, 
would  admit  those  now  in  the  United  States  to  be 
dispersed  through  them.  The  principle  which 
jwiifies  us  in  imi>osing  a  single  article  would  jus- 
tify us  in  draughting  a  constitution  at  full  length, 
«im1  declaring  that  uie  people  of  Missouri  should 
be  admitted  on  adopting  that,  and  im>  other.    But 


we  should  not  be  restricted  even  to  those  suljects 
which  are  usually  introduced  into  forms  of  gOT- 
ernment.  Every  object  of  internal  economy  would 
be  open  to  our  direction ;  the  influence  of  the  South- 
ern States  might  demand,  before  admission  should 
be  given,  thai  the  new  State  should  assent  to  a 
stipulation  that  cotton  should  never  be  cultivated 
within  its  territories;  the  Western  States  might 
stipulate  for  an  exclusion  of  their  staples  from  ill 
culture  in  Missouri;  while  the  North  might  re- 
quire that  she  should  abandon  manu/actures. 
These  would  all  be  convenient  things.  It  wouid 
be  highly  desirable  to  the  cupidity  of  the  old  States 
that  the  immense  region  to  the  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi should  ever  be  kept  under  restrictions,  which 
would  disable  her  from  ^X)ming  into  competition 
with  us  in  any  of  those  articles  which  her  climate 
and  soil  would  abundantly  produce.  And  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  spirit  of  mouopolT  will 
indulge  itself  wherever  it  has  the  power.  If  the 
principle  of  Congressional  interference  be  once  es- 
tablished, the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  Territo- 
ries will  be  just  such  as  the  wantonness  of  a  power 
without  limits,  in  prescribing  their  constitutions, 
may  think  proper  to  leave  them. 

The  10th  section  of  the  1st  article  of  the  Cast- 
stitution  says  that  ''no  State  shall,  wtkmittktam' 
seiU  of  Congt^ess,  lay  a  duty  or  impost  on  imports  or 
exports.'^  The  same  provision  also  applies  to  du- 
ties on  tonnage.  Every  ar^ment  which  has  bees 
urged  in  favor  of  this  restriction  would  go  to  jus- 
tify Congress  in  annexing  any  condition  or  terms 
to  the  grant  of  its  "  consent"  in  these  cases.  The 
mischiefs  of  this  construction  become  more  Biani- 
fest  as  we  multiply  the  clauses  to  which  this  kind 
of  interpretation  would  apply.  If  Congress  can 
make  this  clause  the  mean  of  exactioi^  from  a 
State  the  relinquishment  of  any  privilege  or  r^ht, 
there  is  no  limit  to  the  control  which  she  may  ac- 
quire. Congress,  like  other  politick  bodies,  nas  a 
continued  proneness  to  the  increase  of  its  powers ; 
and  so  long  as  the  States  have  any  thing  to  relin- 
quish, may  these  means  of  acquisition  be  employed. 
And  it  is  not  on  new  States  only  that  this  eagiae 
may  be  exerted.  In  the  cases  just  nieDtioDed,  we 
may  give  our  consent,  on  the  condition  tkMt  the 
State  will  ingraft  on  her  constitution  an  amend- 
ment declaring  that  the  people  shall  not  bear  anus, 
except  those  furnished  by  the  United  States ;  thai 
not  more  than  twenty  shall  assemUe  to  petitioa 
for  a  redress  of  grievances,  or  that  they  shall  mot 
do  any  other  thing  which  might  be  deemed  tzoahk^ 
some  or  inconvenient  to  Congress. 

But  the  doctrine  can  be  carried  further,  and  ap- 
plied to  every  law  passed  iy  Congress.  PetitiooS) 
almost  without  number,  are  now  on  yoor  tahk, 
pravin^  for  a  protection  to  manufacturers.  8«c& 
is  the  importance  attached  to  this  subject,  that,  ia 
some  of  the  manufacturing  States,  almost  aaf 
privilege  or  right  would,  under  the  preaeat  state  oi 
despondency,  be  surrendered  to  give  success  to  thctf 
prayers.  Shall  we  s^y  to  the  peoj^e  of  Masat- 
chusetts:  "We  believe  your  prayers  are  i^asoBS* 

*  Ue,  but  w^  know  your  necessities  would  corapd 

*  you  to  surrender  whatever  we  demand^  and  as 
<  we  have  a  power  to  rctject  thena,  we  wiU  pass 
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^  tke  Hw  imposing  a  duty  which  will  place  your 

<  manufacturers  b^ond  all  foreign  competition ;  to 
'  take  effect  provided  you  will  insert  in  your  Con- 
^  stitution  an  article  declaring  that  emigrants  to 
*your  State  may  hereafter  retain  their  slaves." 
This  is  really  the  effect  of  the  language  held  out 
to  Missouri ;  for  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
prayer  of  the  people  of  Missouri  for  self-govern- 
ment is  admitted  to  be  perfectly  reasonable ;  no 
objection  is  made  to  the  population  or  to  the  ex- 
tent of  territory. 

The  consequences  of  this  doctrine  would  be 
mischief  and  corruption  truly  without  bounds;  it 
would  involve  a  trajficking  of  political  power  and 
popular  eights ;  it  would  m  a  bartering  of  legisla- 
tive powers  for  State  sovereignty. 

It  IS  difficult  to  conjecture  on  what  ground  that 
branch  of  the  proposed  amendment  can  be  sup- 
ported, the  effect  of  which  is  to  declare  free  the 
children  of  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri,  who  shall 
be  bom  after  the  admission.  The  fifth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  says,  that  "no  person 
shall  be  deprived  of  his  property  without  due 
piocesB  of  law,"  and  that  "  private  property  shall 
aoC  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compen- 
sation." He  thought  the  Committee  could  not, 
for  a  moment,  entertain  a  proposition  which^  in 
direct  hostility  to  this  principle  contained  in  everv 
8tate  constitution.  If  this  was  persisted  in,  it 
would  be  e<^uivalent  to  demanding  of  Missouri  to 
do  that  which  every  other  State  had  declared 
could  not  be  done. 

B^ore  he  entirely  dismissed  this  part  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  would,  merely  for  the  benefit  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  read  a  sentence  in  the  con- 
stitution of  that  State ;  it  expressed,  in  energetic 
language,  the  true  doctrine  on  the  subject  of  Fed- 
eral interiference  in  local  concerns :  "The  people 
of  this  State,  by  their  legal  representatives,  have 
the  sole,  inherent,  and  exclusive  right,  of  govem- 
inff  and  regulating  the  internal  police  of  the  same." 
This  is  an  express  declaration  of  that  which  was 
tme  without  any  declaratio;i,  not  only  with  regard 
to  Vermont,  but  to  every  other  State. 

Thefc  are  other  considerations  connected  with 
this  subject,  which  must  be  deemed  of  the  highest 
importance,  so  long  as  the  solemn  faith  of  this 
nation,  pledged  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  con- 
tiiraes  to  impose  any  obligation  on  its  political 
agents.  The  treaty  by  which  the  United  States 
acquired  this  countrj",  oeclares,  that  "the  inhabit- 

*  ants  of  the  ceded  Territory  shall  be  incorporated 
'  in  the  union  of  the  United  States,  and  admitted 

<  as  soon  as  possible^  according  to  the  principles  of 
^  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all 
'  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immunities,  of  citi- 

<  zens  of  the  United  States;  ajid,  in  the  meantime, 
'  they  shaD  be  maintained  and  protected  in  the  free 

*  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and  the  reli- 

<  ffion  which  they  profess."  This  language  is  too 
pudn  and  too  strong  to  be  mistaken.  But  it  is  urged 
that  the  treaty-making  power  cannot  prescribe  the 
t^rms  on  which  a  fordgn  country  shall  be  incor- 
porated into  the  Union.  He  would  not  argue  that 
question ;  it  was  unnecessary  in  his  view  of  the 
sobjeet. 


It  was  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  treaty  had  been 
approved  and  ratified  in  every  possible  form  in 
which  its  stipulations  could  be  executed.  We 
took  the  country,  we  hold  it,  and  we  have  no  in- 
tention of  giving  it  up.  Congress  appropriated 
the  money  for  its  purchase,  governments  have 
been  established  in  it,  a  part  of  it  has  been  "  incor- 
porated into  the  Union"  as  an  independent  State. 
Is  it  possible  that  we  can,  after  these.  thines,-say, 
that  we  will  hold  the  country  and  enjoy  sm  those 
parts  of  the  treaty  which  are  favoralue  to  us,  and 
reject  that  clause  which  secured  to  the  inhabitants 
the  right  of  free  and  equal  government  ?  Can  we, 
without  disgrace,  keep  this  country,  and  now  say, 
^'  the  President  and  Senate  had  no  power  to  malte 
such  a  stipulation  ?"  But  it  has  been  said,  even  in 
this  debate,  that  the  people  of  the  country  were  no 
parties  to  the  treaty ;  that  they  had  no  right  to  com- 
plain. This  deserved  no  answer ;  but  he  would 
say  that  they  had  a  right  to  complain  of  the  viola- 
tion of  this,  or  any  other  article  made  solely  for 
their  benefit.  The  whole  of  the  argument  oi  our 
adversaries,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  amounts  to 
this :  Seventeen  years  ago  we  purchased  Louis- 
iana ;  Cojigress  paid  for  it ;  the  American  people 
ratified  it.  We  hold  it ;  we  have  sold  the  lands 
and  received  the  money,  but  we  will  not  execute 
this  article  until  the  inhabitants  will  agree  to  do 
that  which  {[we  must  acknowledge)  was  not  in  the 
contemplation  of  either  party  at  the  making  of  the 
treaty.  Does  the  whole  history  of  Eurc^an  dip- 
lomacy show  a  case  of  plainer  and  viler  perfidy 
than  this  would  be?  In  this  case  there  is  no  am- 
biguity in  the  phrase  which  can  create  any  apol- 
ogy for  evasion.  The  article  plainly  contemplates 
not  only  a  temporary  government,  "  in  the  mean- 
time," for  the  protection  of  the  "  liberty,  property, 
and  religion,"  of  the  inhabitants,  but  their  final 
incorporation  into  the  Union,  on  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution."  The  words  "as  soon 
as  possible,"  show  that  the  event  of  ^| incorpora- 
tion" was  not  to  be  unnecessarily  postponed. — 
These  words  ccHUemplated  the  suomitting  to  the 
wisdom  of  Congress  a  proper  discretion  of  iudg- 
ing  of  the  extent  of  population  which  should  be 
required,  and  of  the  capacities  of  the  people  for 
self-defence.  By  the  concession  of  all,  every  re- 
quisite of  this  kind  is  attained.  No  objection  has 
been  urged,  and  it  is  understood  that  the  advocates 
of  this  amendment  will  all  vote  for  the  admission 
of  the  State,  if  they  succeed  in  passing  it.  There 
is,  then,  no  difficulty  on  the  only  point  on  which 
difficulty  could  arise. 

It  is  not  by  the  treaty  alone  that  the  faith  of  the 
Government  has  been  pledged  to  refrain  from  any 
exaction  of  this  kind.  The  ancient  laws  of  the 
country  permitted  slavery,  and  if  the  United  States, 
on  its  acquisition,  had  determined  to  ohanee  the 
system,  the  necessary  laws  forbidding  its  further 
introduction  should  then  have  been  passed ;  but 
the  course  was  very  different.  The  ancient  laws 
not  only  were  unrepealed,  but  indirect  assurances 
were  given  to  all  emigrants  that  this  subject  should 
forever  remain  untouched.  By  the  first  law  estab- 
lishinff  a  Territorial  government,  amon^r  other 
provisions  for  the  weliare  of  the  people,  it  is  en- 
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acted  "that  no  slave  or  slaves  shall,  directly  or 
indirectly,  be  introduced  into  said  Territory,  except 
by  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  removing  into 
said  Territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  being  at 
the  lime  of  such  removal  bona  fide  owner  of  such 
slave."  Here  is  a  legal  provision  regulating  the 
introduction  of  those  slaves  whose  increase  are,  by 
the  operation  of  this  amendment^  to  be  declared 
free.  Under  the  influence  and  faith  of  these  laws 
that  country  has  been  settled.  The  public  lands 
have  been  sold  to  thousands  who  would  not  have 
purchased  but  under  the  expectation  that  the  public 
faith  would  have  been  held  inviolate. 

It  has  been  urged  that  the  dispersion  of  slaves 
through  the  Western  country  would  bear  peculi- 
arly hard  on  the  non-slaveholding  States,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution  appor- 
tionmg  the  representation.  This  is  entirely  talla- 
cious.  Three-fifths  of  the  slaves  must  be  repre- 
sented wherever  they  may  be  in  the  United  States. 
If  the  representation  of  Missouri  is  increased  by 
their  introduction,  some  of  the  Southern  States 
must  have  sustained  a  correspondent  loss.  So  that 
it  is  entirely  indifferent  to  the  citizens  of  the  North 
whether  this  kind  of  population  be  stationary  or 
removable.  The  removal  of  slaves  may  have  some 
little  effect  during  the  interval  between  two  gene- 
ral enumerations ;  but  that  is  also  the  case  as  it 
regards  the  whites.  The  individuals  who  now 
compose  the  constituents  of  the  members  from  In- 
diana and  Illinois,  were  at  the  last  census  enume- 
rated in  Connecticut  and  the  other  Northern  States, 
and  aided  in  giving  to  those  States  that  portion 
of  representation  which  they  now  have.  This 
inconvenience  will  be  corrected  at  the  next  census, 
and  it  has  never  heretofore  formed  any  objection 
to  the  admission  of  new  States. 

Means  have  been  used  to  aggravate  the  alleged 
hardship  which  the  federal  rule  for  apportioning 
the  representation  was  supposed  to  impose.  It  has 
been  stated  in  a  speech  delivered  during  the  last 
session,  a  printed  report  of  which  I  have  read, 
[Mr.  King's]  that  "  this  inequality  in  the  appor- 

*  tionment  of  representatives  was  not  misunder- 

*  stood  at  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  ;  but  as 
'  no  one  anticipated  the  fact,  that  the  whole  of  the 

*  revenue  of  the  United  Slates  would  be  derived 

*  from  indirect  taxes,  but  it  was  believed  that  a 

*  part  of  the  contribution  to  the  common  treasury 

*  would  be  apportioned  among  the  States  by  the 

*  rule  for  the  apportionment  oi  representatives,  the 

*  States  in  which  slavery  is  prohibited,  ultimately, 

*  though  reluctantly,  acquiesced  in  the  dispropor- 
'  tionate  number  of  representatives  and  electors 

*  that  was  secured  to  the  slaveholding  States.   The 

*  concession  was  at  the  time  believed  to  be  a  good 
'  one^  and  has  proved  to  have  been  the  greatest 

*  which  was  made  to  secure  the  adoption  of  the 
'  Constitution."  This  statement  has  remained  un- 
contradicted, and  it  was  for  that  reason  that  he 
now  mentioned  it.  It  is  manifest  to  you,  said  Mr. 
A.,  that  I  can  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the 
transactions  of  that  day,  and  if  the  contradiction 
was  to  depend  on  my  recollection,  I  should  not 
venture  to  make  it  affainst  authority  so  high  ;  but 
the  statement  is  wholly  erroneous.    The  evidences 


in  my  hand  show  that  the  Constitution  was  not 
adopted  by  the  Northern  States,  under  the  expec- 
tation that  direct  taxes  would  be  frequently  resort- 
ed to  for  supplying  the  public  treasury ;  that  neither 
such  an  expectation  nor  such  a  wish  existed.  The 
convention  of  the  State  of  New  York,  which  was 
called  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  Constitu- 
tion, did,  after  its  ratification,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner,  recommend  amendments  to  the  adoption 
of  the  other  States.  The  third  amendment  recom- 
mended is,  "  That  Congress  do  not  lay  direct  tcj^t^ 
but  when  the  moneys  arising  from  the  impost  and 
excise  shall  be  insqflftcient  for  the  public  exigen- 
cies," &c.  The  States  of  Massachusetts,  Rhode 
Island,  and  New  Hampshire,  did  each,  in  their  sev- 
eral conventions,  recommend  the  same  amend- 
ment. There  was  then  no  expectation  defeated: 
the  operation  of  the  Constitution  was  fuUj  seen 
and  anticipated.  So  far  were  these  Northern  States 
from  considering  a  frequent  resort  to  direct  taxes 
as  the  equivalent  given  to  them  for  the  mode  of 
apportioning  the  representation,  that  their  mem- 
bers were  required  to  procure  the  amendment 
taking  from  Congress  the  power  of  imposing  direct 
taxes,  except  in  cases  of  public  exigency.  Nothing 
is  more  highly  calculated  to  exa^perate  the  people 
of  ijie  Northern  States  than  the  existence  of  a  be- 
lief that  the  provisions  of  the  ConstitutioD  were 
at  its  adoption  onerous  to  them,  or  are  becoming 
so  by  the  practice  under  it.  He  h^d,  therefore, 
thought  proper  to  present  to  the  Committee  these 
evidences  of  the  public  sentiment  at  that  tmie,  and 
to  show  from  them  that  the  provision  which  is 
now  represented  as  forming  the  strongest  recom- 
mendation to  the  adoption  of  the  ConstitotioD, 
was  really  one  of  the  most  obnoxious. 

The  Cforamittee  rose,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pih- 
OALL,  of  Virginia ;  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  12. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  the  President,  Directors,  and  Compa- 
ny, of  the  Merchants'  Bank  of  NewpMHt,  in  Rhode 
Island,''  was  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  covering  a 
report  and  sundrjr  statements,  rendered  in  obedi- 
ence to  a  resolution  of  this  House  of  the  ^th 
ultimo,  in  relation  to  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the 
General  Post  Office ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  oa 
the  table. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  submitted  the  fd- 
lowing  resolutions,  yiz : 

Resolved^  That,  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of  the  Dif- 
trict  of  Columbia  to  determine  whether  it  will  be  for 
their  benefit  that  the  rights  of  self-goTemment  be  ex- 
tended to  them,  ao  far  as  the  same  maj  constitntion- 
ally  be  done ;  and  to  enable  then,  if  they  be  of  eiick 
opinion,  to  form  a  frame  of  government  for  theniMlvei, 
subject  to  the  ratification  of  Congress^ — a  coBventiea 
of  representatives  of  said  District  be,  and  is  hersfcft 
authorized. 

Reiolvedf  That  the  said  convention  shall  be  oo» 
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posed  of  twehre  rapresenUiiTM  for  the  City  of  Waeh- 
ingtoB,  end  that  pert  of  the  eoanty  of  WMhington  eeet 
of  Rock  Creek ;  of  eight  repreeeDUtiTes  for  the  town  of 
Georgetown,  and  that  part  of  the  latd  coontj  weat  of 
Rock  Creek ;  and  of  nine  representative!  for  the  town 
and  county  of  Alexandria.  The  said  representatives 
to  be  free  white  taxable  males,  above  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  who  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot,  by  (he  free 
Yrhite  taxable  males  above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years, 
on- the  first  Tuesday  in  July  ncxti  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  such  judges,  at  such  place  in  each  of  the 
said  towns,  and  subject  to  such  other  directions,  as  the 
President  of  the  United  States  may  prescribe. 

Resolvedt  That  the  persons  so  chosen  shall  convene 
at  the  City  of  Washington,  in  such  place  as  shall  be 
fixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sutes,  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  September  ensuing;  and  shall  organize 
themselves  by  the  sppoiiHment  of  a  president,  secre- 
taiy,  and  such  other  ofllcers  as  may  be  neceaary.  A 
majority  of* the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  ; 
and  their  proceedings  shall  be  communicated  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  be  laid  by  him 
before  Congress,  at  their  next  session. 

Some  conversation  took  place  between  the 
mover  and  Messrs.  Cobb  and  StROTHER,as  to  the 
committee  to  which  it  would  be  most  pit>per  to 
refer  the  resolutions.  A  motion  by  Mr.  Btrotb*- 
ER  to  lay  them  on  the  table  was  lost ;  and  they 
were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

THE  MISSOURI  BILL. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  int6  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  this  bill.  The  proposed  re- 
striction being  still  under  consideration — 

Mr.  PiNOALL,  of  Virginia,  said,  gentlemen  who 
insisted  to  impose  this  restriction  on  Missouri  had 
not  asserted  the  existence  of  any  supreme,  funda- 
mental, or  national  law  of  thb  continent  which 
would  of  itself  inhibit  slavery  in  the  new  States. 
No  one  had  contended  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  contained  any  precept  preclu- 
ding the  admission  of  slaveholding  States,  but  the 
position  so  eagerly  urffed  was,  that,  although  the 
F^eral  Constitution  did  not  inhibit  slavery,  vet 
it  vested  in  Congress  such  powers  as  enabled  tnat 
body  to  exercise  the  discretion  of  requiring  the 
insertion  of  such  a  provision  in  the  constitution  of 
a  new  State.  The  question,  continued  Mr.  P., 
then  is,  not  whether  tnere  be  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple or  supreme  law  inhibiting  slaverv,  but  whe- 
ther there  is  hi  this  country  a  tribunal  or  legisla- 
tive council  having  a  discretion  superior  to  the 
power  of  the  people  when  assembled  in  conven- 
tion. That  this  is  the  posture  in  which  the  ques- 
tion presents  itself,  is  evident,  for  that  portion  of 
the  State  Constitution  which  you  now  propose  to 
make  for  Missouri,  has  not  been  assented  to,  and 
probably  would  not  be  assented  to,  by  the  people 
of  Missouri,  nor  have  the  peo^e  of  the  United 
States  assented  to  the  proposal,  or  ever  had  an 
opportunity  of  listening  to  it  in  convention. 

The  Feoend  Constitution  is  a  national,  or  rather 
international  compact,  in  whioh  the  relations  of 
sovereignty  between  the  respective  States  and  be- 
tween Uiose  States  and  the  General  Government 
are  prescribed,  adjusted,  and  limited.    If  gentle- 


men object  to  this  description  of  the  Constitution, 
they  are  requested  to  furnish  their  own  definition 
of  the  instrument,  which  I  trust  will  afford  the 
conclusion  which  I  am  in  quest  of.  Yielding  me 
this  description  of  the  Constitution,  it  will  follow 
that  a  change  in  the  relations  thus  established  and 
defined  between  the  States  and  this  Xjrovemment. 
necessarily  involves  an  alteration  of  the  Federal 
Constitution.  The  positive  and  express  requisi- 
tion on  the  part  of  Congress^  of  a  particular  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution  ot  Missouri,  to  remain 
irrevocable. by  that  State  and  the  people  thereof^ 
unless  by  the  concurrence  of  this  ^Government, 
must  seek  an  alteration  or  amendment  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  inasmuch  as  it  would,  by 
the  introduction  of  a  new  fundamentdl  principle, 
alter  and  vary  those  relations  between  the  States, 
and  between  the  States  and  this  Government, 
which  had  been  previously  adjusted  and  ascer- 
tained by  the  great  federal  compact:  and  that  such 
alteration  cannot  have  place  merely  by  an  act  of 
Congress^  is  manifested  ^  the  Constitution,  which 
has  required  a  more  difficult  process  of  amend- 
ment. Gentlemen  who  support  this  restriction 
derive  their  title  to  interfere,  from  the  power  to 
admit  new  States  on  discretioHair  conditions;  and 
the  Federal  Constitution  being  nere  again  silent, 
they  deduce  their  authority  to  annex  such  condi- 
tions, through  the  avenue  of  inferences  from  some 
other  delegated  power.  They  have  been  reminded 
that  it  was  illicit  to  infer  any  power  which,  when 
assumed,  would  remain  destitute  of  limitations,  as 
the  whole  design  of  the  instrument  might,  by  such 
means,  be  subverted,  and  they  have  sought  to 
meet  tne  sug^tion  by  announciu[  supposed  boun- 
daries to  their  favorite  power.  These  boundaries, 
however,  are  the  mere  dictates  of  ordinary  [nru- 
dence,  and  to  be  supported  only  by  the  discretion 
and  good  sense  of  Congress;  ooundaries  equally 
applicable  to  the  powers  of  unlimited  discretion; 
as  different  in  their  exercise  as  the  moral  senti- 
ments or  afiections  of  men  differ,  and  the  property 
as  well  of  absolute  monarchies  as  of  republics. 

The  Convention  of  1787  was  not  satisfied  to 
limit  the  political  faculties  of  this  Government  to 
dimensions  which  our  own  prudence  should  sug- 
gest, but  afforded  limitations  of  equal  force  and 
authenticity  with  the  delegation  of  powers,  and, 
as  it  has  pmessed  so  to  do  in  all  cases,  I  can  ad- 
mit of  no  infSerence  of  power  in  any  case,  luiless 
the  just  exteuMon  and  proportion  of  that  power 
can  be  shown  also  from  the  Constitution.  I  must 
say  to  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  and  others, 
wno  have  dwelt  so  copiously  on  the  wisdom  of  the 
Federal  Legislature,  and  the  safety  of  the  country 
in  relying  on  its  discretion,  that  I  do  not  partake 
in  their  confidence;  but,.on  the  contrary,  my  dif- 
fidence, nay,  distrust,  increases  in  propcnrtion  to  the 
eager  solicitude  of  gentlemen  from  one  half  of  the 
Union,  to  legislate  on  subjects  in  which  neither 
themselves  nor  their  conatituents^haveany  interest 
or  concern,  and  on  which  the  country  must  of 
course  be  destitute  of  the  common  pledges  for. the 
rectitude  of  our  deliberation. 

Gentlemen  have  found  it  necessary  to  impose  a 
I  heavy  emphasis  on  the  power  of  Congress  to  ad- 
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mit  new  States  into  the  Union,  whkh.  implying 
the  power  to  refuse  such  admission,  clothes  that 
body,  it  is  said,  with  an  authority  to  prescribe  the 
condition  on  which  a  State  shall  be  adi^fiiUed. 
This,  however,  is  an  error  which,  notwithstanding 
its  plausiUe  aspect,  can  be  readily  refuted  by  com- 
paring this  mnt  of  authority  with  the  stractore  of 
the  Federal  Government ;  preparatory  to  which 
it  is  scarcely  necessar^r  to  remark,  that  the  facul* 
ties  of  Congress,  arising  from  the  Constitution, 
are  so  governed  by  the  nature  of  the  objects  on 
which  they  are  to  operate,  that  the  rules  of  inter- 
pretation as  respects  one  of  our  grants  of  power, 
may  have  no  application  in  relation  to  another ; 
Ibr,  whilst  under  on£  grant  of  power  we  are  launch>- 
ed  into  a  wide  field  of  legislation,  bridled  only  by 
self  prudence,  another  delegation  (such,  for  in- 
stance, as  w«  Exercise  in  counting  the  votes  of 
the  Presidential  electoral  college,)  confines  us  to 
the  narrow  path  of  duty  usually  confided  to  mere 
ministerial  agents.  If  our  legislative  acts  may,  in 
some  cases,  he  made  to  depend  for  their  efficacy  on 
arbitrary  conditions,  it  will  not  from  hence  follow 
that  all  the  capacities  of  the  Constitution  could  be 
thus  handled.  We  may  declare  w^r,  or  impose 
taxes,  accompanied  with  such  modifications  as  we 
please ;  and  Qovemment,  in  making  a  compact 
with  a  foreign  Power,  may  stipulate  its  conditions 
and  terms,  without  which,  indeed,  it  would  be  no 
compact ;  but,  in  admitting  new  States  into  the 
Union,  we  have  no  authority,  nor  is  it  necessary 
we  should  have  power  to  stipulate  conditions ;  for, 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  whose  servants 
we  are,  and  in  whose  right  we  act,  have  themselves 
stipulated  the  conditions  and  terms  of  the  compact ; 
for,  in  all  the  articles  of  the  Federal  Constitution 
are  found  a  full  and  fair  designation  of  the  rights 
acquired  and  obligations  incurred  by  the  adopted 
State.  That  instrument  or  treaty  distinctly  ex- 
presses the  mutual  advantages  and  duties  which 
are  to  subsist  between  the  adopted  State  and  the 
old  States  and  the  Federal  Government.  The 
people  of  the  old  States  have  made  a  contract  of 
limited  partnership;  they  have  also  conferred  on 
us  a  special  power  to  admit  (in  our  discretion,  if 
you  please,)  additional  partners  into  the  firm  under 
the  old  compact,  but  have  not  authorized  us  to 
change  the  contract  itself,,  or  substitute  a  new  one 
in  its  place.  ^ 

I  shall  not  insist  that  Congress  can  prescribe  no 
aort  of  condition,  under  any  circumstances  what- 
ever, on  the  admission  of  a  new  State,  but  ground 
myself  on  positions  which  entitle  me  to  warn  my 
adversaries  that,  even  if  they  show  a  riffht  to  pro- 
pose or  require  one  condition,  they  will  not  have 
established  their  title  to  impose  conditions  of  a 
different  import  If  gentlemen  will  assert  our 
right  to  require  the  previous  payment  of  a  sum  of 
money  by  Missouri,  as  the  price  ^f  her  admission, 
in  like  manner  as  a  bonus  was  paid  by  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  I  might  yield  to  the  claim ; 
by  which,  however,  they  would  gain  notiung  in 
this  contest,  for,  after  Missouri  would  pay  the 
money  and  be  inducted  into  the  Union,  she  would 
unmediately  acquire  all  the  political  rights  claim- 
ed by  any  other  State.    Impose  (if  you  please) . 


conditions  without  which  Missouri  shall  boi  W 
admitted,  but'  you  shall  not  impose  coadition 
which  would,  deprive  hev,  after  her  admission,  of 
portions  of  her  sovereignty,  which  the  Fedenl 
Constitution  guaranties  or  tolerates,  nor  shall  jot, 
in  any  wise,  change  those  relatioos  of  sorereignty 
which  the  Constitution  supposes  ought  to  exist 
between  the  States  and  this  Govcrmneat,  as  yoc 
would  thereby,  in  effect,  substitute  a  new  constito- 
tion,  in  lieu  of  that  already  sanctioned  by  tbf 
people. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mi.  HEJ(^ 
bill)  says,  the  power  to  impose  this  restrictioAoo 
Missouri  exists  either  in  Congress  or  nowhere;  a 
pr(^)Osition  which  can  have  ho  utility  in  this  dtt- 
cussion,  until  such  power  can  be  proved  to  exist  of 
necessity  somewhere,  and  that  it  is  not  possessed 
by  the  people  of  Missouri,  to  the  exclusion  of  othen. 
If,  however,  the  people  of  Mifesouri  arenli^^ested  of 
the  capacity,  the  advocates  of  this  GoTenuneu 
must  show,  oy  the  Constitution,  that  the  ptfWa 
has  ever  yet  been  separated  from  that  reserroira 
sovereignty  which  the  people  and  States  of  this 
continent  nave  not  as  yet  alienated  to  Congios. 

Another  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  siqqKVts 
the  restriction  by  the  bO|d  assuinption  that  ny 
American  State  has  capacity  to  transfer,  and  oe 
Gfovemment  of  the  United  States  to  acquire,  m- 
ereignty  by  compact.  It  will  hardly  seem  neew- 
sary  to  inquire  into  the  rights  which  the  States 
would  have  poss^sed  under  the  law3  of  nations, 
apart  from  existing  compacts,  nor  again  repeal 
what  I  have  ajready  nrg^  to  show  diat  the  pre- 
existent  capacities  to  adienatie  or  acqai««^ 
eign  powers  ought  to  be,  and  are,  regulated  and  re- 
strained in  this  country,  so  &r  as  respects  m 
Government,  by  the  Federal  Constitution.  I^ 
however,  notice  the  pnecedents  which  coitftitirte 
the  only  ffround  on  which  the  gentlcinan  ^f^ 
support  the  capacity  of  the  United  8t^  ^  "^j 
and  of  any  State  to  sell  sovereign  power;  »« 
these  precedents  are  found,  the  g^^?°?°- *  f?!? 
in  the  cessions  of  territory  made  by  ^"^"^f'.^!?!^ 
gia^  and  other  States,  to  Congress,  the  vahmty  J» 
which  has  never  been  questioned.  But  theie,  s»j 
are  not  induces  in  which  these  States  hare  trai^ 
ferred  their  sovereigfnty,  or  portwns  of  '^.  ?  • 
true  that  a  territory  which  belonged  to  **W" 
was  transferred  to,  and  became  the  terriiwy  ot,  w 
United  States,  The  territory  was  once  »«  ^"^J^^ 
of  the  supreme  power  of  Virginia,  ^^'^ J^  J;  ^^ 
sion  it  has  become  the  pr(^)er  object »  ^*  ^ 
ereignty  of  the  United  States.  Virginia  onlf^ 
ated  one  of  the  objeeCs  of  soverdgntr,  retailing, 
after  that  transfer,  every  attribute  and  <»Py^ 
supremacy  which  she  before  had.  A  tract  ^^^ 
try,  or  pecuniary  treasure,  may,  either  of  "J^"^ 
transferred  from  one  Government  to  ^'^^^[^ 
be  thus  alienated,  being  at  one  time  ^f"*^:^ 
posable  by  one  sovereign,  and  a^in»  "T^^^^^ 
the  property  of  another,  without  increasugw?^ 
minishing  the  faculties  of  either  I^j'^^Uu 
gentleman  is  tenaeious  of  terms,  a°^,"**5LiW 
these  cessions  of  territory  shaU  ^^.^^^^ 
alienations  of  aoveragnty  by  the  ceding  ^"^^ 
the  General  Government,  there  can  be  no  wn» 
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yieldiBg  to  his  wish^  bot  I  should,  thereby,  imme- 
diately become  entitled  to  give  me  proposed  re- 
striction on  Missouri  another  name ;  there  would 
then  be  no  analogy  between  those  cession^  and  the 
restriction.  The  restriction  would  deprive  Mis- 
souri, in  all  future  time,  of  exercising  sovereign 
power  in  her  own  territory  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
▼ery,  without  the  consent  and  concarrence  of  the 
Government  ef  the  United  States  ^  hence,  the  new 
State  would,  with  r^ard  to  this  topic,  be  depend- 
ent OS  the  Federal  Government,  and,  in  relation 
to  the  faculties  of  her  government,  be  less  sover- 
ei^  in  propNortion  to  the  additional  power  acquired 
by  OS.  I  will  here  pursue  the  example  afforded  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  himself,  who 
has  sought  to  illustrate  his  meaning  by  reference 
to  the  treaties  of  independent  nations.  Spain,  hav- 
ing ceded  a  province  or  colony  to  Great  Britain, 
remains  thereafter  ^verei^n  and  independent,  as 
before,  to  which  the  cessions  from  Georgia  and 
Virginia  may  be  deemed  analogous.  But,  imagine 
that  Spam,  m  conformity  to  another  compact  with 
Great  Britain,  passes  a  i^rohibitory  law,  to  operate 
on  Spanish  subjects ;  binds  herself  that  she  will 
not  repeal  the  law ;  and  submits  that  Great  Brit- 
ain may,  by  British  civil  officers  and  military 
force,  <^ry  this  prohibition  into  full  effect,  in  all 
future  time,  in  the  Spanish  dominion — here  would 
be  a  diminution  of  sovereignty  proportionate  to 
the  corr^{)ondent  right  acquired  by  Great  Britain ; 
an  acquisition  of  a  portion  of  supreme  power  on 
one  side,  and  a  correspondent  dependence  on  the 
other,  to  which  the  proposed  restriction  on  Mis- 
souri has  a  striking  analogy.  1  indulge  in  these 
remarks  in  imitation  of  the  c^ntleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  to  prove  that  his  materials  of  argu- 
ment may  be  made  to  war  with  his  restriction — 
yet  I  deny  the  legitimacy  of  those  materials.  The 
notion  which  presents  to  our  view  the  Congress 
and  one  of  our  States  negotiating  and  contracting 
for  the  surrender  and  acquisition  of  sovereign  pow- 
ers, b  too  attenuated,  and  cannot  be  made  to  com- 
port with  American  polity,  or  the  genius  of  our 
political  institutions.  How  is  it  ?  We  are  invited 
to  shut  our  eyes  against  the  Federal  Constitution 
and  its  adjustment  of  powers,  and  then  imagine 
the  Congress  and  the  State  to  be  two  independent 
powers,  treating  each  with  the  other  for  the  ac- 
quisition or  surrender  of  important  rights  and  in- 
terests. There  is  nothing  which  appears  so  very 
diagnsting  in  this,  whilst  we  keep  our  eyes  shut, 
for,  the  ordinary  obligations  of  a  treaty  onlv  operti' 
Ufig  OA  iht  good  faiJth  of  the  parlies,  there  would  seem 
to  be  in  this  no  surrender  of  sov^eignty.  But, 
when  the  treaty  is  ratified,  our  eyes  are  to  be  open- 
ed on  the  Constitation,  wnich  makes  the  acts  and 
treaties  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  gives  to 
one  only  of  the  parties  a  judiciarv  and  other  civil 
officers,  (backed  oy  military  force^;  and  a  complete 
municqMu  authority  to  carve  out  its  own  measures. 
The  State  then  finds  that  it  has  not  merely 
pledged  its  faith,  retaining  its  previous  powers  and 
self^mmand,  but  subnutted  itself  to  tne  munici- 
pal fopericnrity  of  Congress,  and,  should  a  difier- 
ence  arise  in  regard  to  the  interpretation  or  exeeu- 
tioD  of  any  article  of  the  treaty,  there  would  be  no 


recurrences  to  a  closing  of  eyes  against  the  Con- 
stitution, or  imagination  of  negotiation  between 
foreign  or  independent  Powers,  but  the  one  party 
would  hang  or  outlaw  the  other  for  treason. 
Again;  the  Constitution  is  kept  aside  to  idace 
Congress  and  a  State  in  the  attitude  of  making 
treaties  as  forei^^,  independent  Powers ;  then  re- 
place the  Constitution,  and  the  State  finds  itself 
reduced  to  the  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  who 
are  prohibited  from  selling  their  lands  to  any  but 
the  Government,  because  the  State  can  make  no 
treaty  or  compact  with  any  other  Power,  but  with 
the  assent  ot  Congress.  Will  gentleman  who 
afiSrm  the  capacity  of  Congress  to  buy  the  sover- 
eign power  of  a  State,  admit  that  it  may  also 
transfer  sovereign  power  to  a  State  1  If  Congress 
can  only  acquire,  but  not  barter  ofi^  the  powers 
thus  obtained,  they  will  be  transferred  in  mort- 
main,  by  which  the  Government  will  frequently 
be  aggrandized  by  encroaching  on  the  States, 
without  the  fyossibdity  of  losing  any  thing  on  its 
part.  But  if  in  these  barters  Congress  may  alien- 
ate powers  to  the  States,  it  must  of  necessity  be 
some  of  those  granted  by  the  Constitution,  a^  it  in 
past  times  had  no  oth^. 

The  advocates  of  the  restriction  have  quoted 
the  compact  between  Virginia  and  Kentucky, 
when  the  latter  was  erected  into  a  State,  which 
they  Suisse  affords  an  instance  of  the  capacity 
of  a  State  to  alienate  a  portion  of  its  supreme 
power.  A  recurrence  to  that  compact  will  mani- 
fest that  nothing  of  the  kind  was  effected  or  at- 
tempted. The  stipulations  either  relate  to  objects 
which  impose  no  municipal  restraints  on  the  su- 
premacy of  Kentucky,  or  are  merely  declaratory 
of  a  reciprocity  of  rights  and  duties  which  would 
have  had  place,  without  such  declaration,  either 
by  force  of  the  law  of  nations  or  the  Federal 
Constitution,  but  were  inserted  from  abundant 
caution.  Thus,  the  lands  of  non-residents  of  Ken- 
tucky were  not  to  be  taxed  higher  than  the  lands 
of  residents;  a  result  which  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  had  already  virtually  secured, 
dtc.  But,  if  I  am  wrong  in  this,  I  pray  gentle- 
men to  put  their  own  interpretation  on  the  com- 
pact between  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  and  show 
me  the  aid  they  expect  to  derive  from  it.  Let  me, 
then,  admit  the  compact  stipulates  to  transfer  or 
impair  the  legislative  power  of  one  of  these  States. 
This  transfer,  or  subduction,  either  deranges  some 
of  the  adjustments  of  power  previously  recognised 
by  the  Federal  Ccmstitution,  or  it  does  not.  If  its 
tendency  be  to  derange  the  distribution  of  powers 
made  by  the  Federal  Constitution,  the  compact 
thus  far,  will  be  void.  But  if  on  the  other  hand, 
the  compact  has  no  manner  of  collision  with  the 
Federal  Constitution,  it  will  be  valid,  and  take  its 
full  effect,  and  be  altogether  severed  out  of  the 
residuary  powers  of  these  States,  which  have  not 
heesi  surrendered  to  this  Government.  I  would 
now  submit  this  question :  It  bein^  admitted  that 
the  States  have  a  capacity,  growing  out  of  the 
residuary  powers,  whether  it  will  hence  follow 
that  the  Federal  Government  can,  out  of  its  dele- 
gated powers,  do  the  same  thing  ?  I  know  of  no 
middle  terms  to  senre  an  afilrmative  conchitUMi. 
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The  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, of  the  legitimacy  of  the  restriction  because 
it  only  prohibits  Missouri  from  doin^  wrong,  has 
been  suflSciently  refuted,  by  my  colleague.  (Mr. 
Barbour,)  who  has  brought  to  our  recollection 
the  true  character  of  the  (;^estion ;  that  is,  whe- 
ther Congress,  or  the  people  of  Missouri,  shall  de- 
cide in  rdation  to  domestic  slaverv,  the  national 
Constitution  not  having  done  so?  And  1  only 
advert  to  this  head  to  express  my  surprise  that  the 
gentlemen  should  have  adopted,  as  a^  necessary 
Bnk  of  his  views,  th^  principle  that  sovereigns  had 
no  right  to  tolerate  slaveiy,  after  he  had  placed 
his  restriction  on  the  ground  of  the  alienation  of 
sovereignty  by  the  State  to  the  United  States; 
for,  if  sovereigns  have  no  such  right,  by  what 
means  can  they  alienate  what  they  have  not? 

The  same  gentleman  infers  our  power  to  estab- 
lish the  restriction  from  the  capacity  which  Con- 
gress possesses  for  its  execution.  Congress,  he 
says,  may  agree  with  the  people  of  Missouri,  and 
hence  they  will  assent  to  impose  the  restriction 
themselves.  And,  if  they  will  not  otherwise  assent, 
Congress  may  thwart  their  wishes  by  makinff  the 
Missouri  river  the  boundary  between  contemjilated 
States,  and  so  divide  or  subdivide  the  inhabitants 
as  will  not  only  impose  inconvenient  dimensions 
on  the  new  States,  but  cause  a  postponement  of 
the  time  of  their  admission,  until  the  population 
of  each  of  such  divisions  may  be  sufficiently  numer- 
ous to  form  a  State.  I  acknowledge  that  power- 
ful means  are  at  the  disposal  of  Congress,  which 
might  produce  a  strong  impression  on  the  fears  of 
those  who  oppose  our  designs.  Indeed,  Congress, 
having  a  legislative  authority  over  the  present 
Territory,  could  adbpt  rigid  law;8  and  regulations, 
to  waste  the  estates  and  persecute  the  persons  of 
the  obdurate  and  refractory;  nay,  we  could  repeal 
the  militia  system  of  the  Territory,  withdraw  the 
frontier  posts  and  troops^  inhibit  the  passage  of 
succors  across  the  Mississippi,  and  thereby  encour- 
age the  Osage,  and  other  Indians,  to  a  war  which 
would  probaUy  bring  the  Missourians  to  a  more 
mature  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  adopt- 
ing our  projects.  These  me^ns,  which  partake  of 
the  character  of  the  measure  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  of  splitting  their  Ter- 
ritofy  bv  inconvenient  partition  lines,  manifest  the 
physical,  not  the  moral  power  of  Con&press ;  after 
the  manner  of  the  highwavman,  wno  demon- 
strates to  the  satisfaction  of  nis  victim,  his  physi- 
cal, but  not  his  moral  or  just  title  to  the  money 
he  designs  to  acquire ;  and  much  in  the  way  of 
the  Kinig^  who  prevailed  with  the  Jewish  banker 
to  loan  him  his  money,  by  exercising  over  him  the 
power  (appertaining  to  sovereignty,  too)  of  draw- 
ing a  tooth  each  day,  until  the  contract  of  loan 
was  ratified. 

If  Congpress  has  poller  to  impose  the  restriction, 
it  must  first  be  derived  from  the  legislative  powers 
of  the  Constitution ;  or,  secondly,  it  must  be  ac- 
quired by  the  capacity  of  this  Qovemment  to  make 
a  compact  for  that  object  with  Missouri.  Those 
who  assent  to  the  first,  or  legislative  power,  have 
Telied  greatly  on  the  clause  which  inhibits  Con- 
gress from  preventing  the  migratioii  or  importa- 


tion of  such  persons  as  the  States  may  think  prope 
to  admit  previous  to  the  year  1818,  which  they 
suppose  implies  a  right  in  Congress  to  prohibit  th« 
migration  from  State  to  State  after  that  epoch. 
Before  I  submit  my  own  views  in  relation  to  thb 
clause  of  the  Constitution,  permit  me  to  make  a 
remark  in  corroboration  of  the  opinions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Creorgia,  (Mr.  Rbid,)  and  other  non- 
restrictionists,  who  contend  that  the  wrgrd  wigra- 
tion  was  inserted  in  the  Constitution  fro>m  abon- 
dant  caution,  lest  the  -woTdAmportaiion  should  not 
imply  a  full  and  effectual  authority  sought  to  be 
invested  in  Confess  to  prohibit  tne  brmging  in 
slaves  from  foreign  countries,  under  all  circtim- 
stances. 

Every  act  of  Congress,  passed  since  the  ado^ 
tion  of  the  Government,  to  discourage  or  proMbit 
the  foreign  slave  trade,  has  used  terms  ot  prohi- 
bition additional  to,  and  rather  broader  than,  am- 
ple importation;  in  proof  of  which  I  refer  yon  to 
the  acts  of  22d  March,  1794;  lOth  May,  1800; 
28th  Februarv,  1803 ;  2d  Mareh^  1807  ;  and  some 
amendatory  rnws,  of  later  dates.  Without  pre- 
tending to  say  whether  a  mere  authority  to  inhiMx 
the  importation  of  sFaves  would  have  comprehend- 
ed the  prohibition  of  all  the  various  modes  ftr 
which  the  introduction  of  slaves  might  beefoteo, 
I  would  merely  remark  that  there  can  be  nothing 
strange  in  believing  that  the  Convention,  in  its 
solicitude  to  prohibit  the  foreign  tra^e,  might  have 
deemed  it  prudent  to  employ  the  word  miffratkm 
in  addition  to  iinportation;  as  successive  leralatire 
bodies,  who  certainly  only  intended  to  prohibit  the 
foreign  trade,  have  adopted  a  similar  method  of 
expression.  And,  althougn  our  construction  wodd, 
on  a  critical  scrutiny,  eonvict  this  portion  of  the 
Constitution  of  tautology,  that  of  its^  would  not 
invalidate  the  interpretation ;  for  the  CoDrentioa 
may  have  deemed  it  better  to  risk  such  impotaUon 
than  a  defeat  or  evasion  of  the  legislative  powers 
of  Congress.  Indeed,  the  Constitution  abounds  in 
tautological  terms,  instances  of  Which  are  seen  in 
the  declarations  that  no  State  shall  hij  any  im- 
posts or  duties  on  imports ;  and  that  no  State  shall 
make  any  agreement  or  compact,  6cc. 

I  will  beg  leave  to  submit  the  view  of  this  mi- 
ration or  importation  clause,  which  has  prevailed 
in  my  mind.  That  this  clause,  which  only  pro- 
hibits Congress  from  the  exercise  of  a  branch  oi 
its  power  until  1808,  does  not  in  itself  confer  any 
power  on  Congress,  is  yielded  by  all ;  ^nd,  on  tfaee 
other  hand,  I  admit  that  the  temporary  prohibition 
affords  evidence  that  the  Constitution  contains  a 
Congressional  power  aftei^  1808,  correspondent  to 
the  prohibition.  The  admission  I  make  is  of  the 
existence  of  such  power  after  1808 ;  but  the  eftest 
and  more  precise  limitations  of  that  power  are  dif- 
ferent considerations,  and  must  be  sought  after  in 
some  other  place ;  for,  if  you  would  make  the  ex- 
ceptions or  temporary  prohibitions  of  the  Consti- 
tution not  only  presumptions  of  the  existeacty  bat 
evidence  of  the  extent,  of  correspondent  powers, 
where  such  exception  faUs  to  operate,  the  Consti- 
tution would  be  totally  perverted,  and  the  whole 
attitude  of  the  Qoverament  become  inverled 
Would  you  infer  from  the  prohibition  to  pass  0 
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vostjado  laws,  that  Congress  can  pass  prospective 
lawj  in  all  cases  whatsoever ;  or  from  toe  prohibi- 
tion to  pass  bills  of  attainder,  a  power  to  pass  all 
laws  of  a  ^neral  nature  to  punish  crimes ;  or  from 
the  prohibition  of  trial  for  capital  offences,  except 
by  indictment,  that  this  Government  can,  by  in- 
dictment, punish  all  manner  of  offences?  Or 
would  you  not  rather  consider  these  inhibitions  as 
eTidence  of  the  mere  existence' of  correspondent 
powers,  for  the  extent  of  which  it  was  necessary  to 
refer  to  some  other  parts  of  the  Constitution,  in 
which  the  powers  were  granted  ?  The  Conven- 
tion of  New  York,  in  adopting  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution, accom}»nied  the  ratification  with  some 
express  declarations;  one  of  which  was,  "that 
'  those  clauses  in  the  said  Constitution  which  de- 
'  dare  that  Congress  shall  not  have  or  exercise 
'  certain  powers,  do  not  imply  that  Congress  is  en- 
*  titled  to  any  powers  not  given  by  the  said  Consti- 
^  tation ;  but  such  clauses  are  to  be  construed  either 
^  as  exceptions  to  certain  specified  powers,  or  as  in- 
'  serted  merely  for  greater  caution."  Similar  dec- 
larations were  made  by  the  conventions  of  other 
States.  I  am,  therefore,  authorized  to  require  gen- 
tlemen who  pretend  that  the  migration  and  impor- 
tation clause  is  not  satisfied  by  reference  to  the 
power  of  Congress  over  the  foreign  slave  trade, 
to  produce  some  other  portion  of  the  Constitution 
conferring  a  more  extensive  authority. 

I  will  now  go  in  quest  of  the  grants  of  power  to 
which  I  suppose  this  temporary  prohibition  has  an 
allusion :  tnence  to  enable  us  to  ascertain  whether 
those  delegations  are  so  comprehensive  as  to  in- 
clude the'  proposed  restriction  on  Missouri.  We 
all  yield  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the 
importation  of  foreign  slaves,  and  that  the  tempo- 
rary prohibition  has  a  relation  to  that  power.  I 
must,  therefore,  seek  for  that  power,  ana  examine 
whetner  it  be  broad  enough  to  include  other  and 
different  obj  ects.  That  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce is  not  the  one  which  authorizes  the  prohi- 
bition of  the  slave  trade  has  been  amply  and  co- 
piously proved  by  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Barbour,) 
and  other  gentlemen.  But  Congress  has  power  to 
define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed 
on  the  hiffh  seas,  and  offences  against  the  law  of 
nations.  This  delegation  at  once  yields  to  Con- 
gress the  power  which  every  State  previously  pos- 
sessed, of  not  ouiy  punishing,  but  defining  the 
offences  of  its  citizens  committed  in  foreign  ^aces 
and  on  the  ocean ;  for,  with  regard  to  such  con- 
duct of  a  citizen  as  is  exempt  from  municipal 
power  within  the  State,  its  character  will  depend 
on  the  definitions  and  punishments  prescribed  by 
Conj?rcss.  Congress  may  consider  the  slave  trade 
as  offensive  against  the  laws  of  nations,  or  merely 
as  offensive  against  the  natural  rights  of  others, 
and  proceed  to  define  and  punish  such  offence. 
Congress,  in  prohibiting  the  slave  trade,  has  al- 
ways drawn  on  its  power  to  define  and  punish 
crimes  and  offences  abroad,  and  occurring  in  in- 
ternational intercourse.  Accordingly  the  acts  of 
1794,  1800,  1807,  and  other  laws  on  this  subject, 
abound  throu^out  with  directions  concerning 
libels,  prizes,  indictments,  definitions  of  offences, 
penalties  and  imprisonment.    These  acts  are  all 


warranted  by  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  and 
to  strike  out  that  clause  would  leave  every  of  them 
unsupported  by  authority.  Indeed,  Congress  has 
hitherto,  with  accuracy  and  precision,  confined 
itself  to  the  limitations  dictated  by  that  clause; 
for,  in  prohibiting  the  importation  of  slaves  into 
the  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Territories,  the  acts 
confine  the  offence  to  foreign  importations,  and  to 
slaves  which  might  have  Wn  imported  in  viola- 
tion of  the  laws  of  the  States.  No  one,  however, 
will  pretend  that  the  power  to  define  and  punish 
offences  in  the  intercourse  with  foreign  nations  on 
the  high  seas,  or  a^nst  the  law  of  nations,  could 
authorize  the  prohibition  of  carrying  slaves  from 
one  State  to  another,  much  less  to  prohibit  the 
Legislature  of  a  State  from  tolerating  slavery 
witnin  its  limits. 

In  consequence  of  the  solemn  decisions  of  the 
national  Judiciary,  it  has  become  a  settled  princi- 

Ele  of  the  Constitution,  that  the  powers  granted 
y  Congress  cannot  be  exercised  by  the  States 
whenever  such  conourrent  exertion  of  authority 
could  by  any  possibility  lead  to  collision  between 
the  Federal  and  State  laws,  If,  then.  Congress 
has  the  power  to  prohibit  the  migration  of  slaves 
from  State  to  State,  the  State  Legislatures  must 
be  destitute  of  that  power — a  consequence  of  which 
would  he,  that  all  the  present  and  past  State  laws 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  slaves  from  other 
States  would  be  null ;  the  great  number  of  slaves 
hitherto  liberated  under  those  laws,  and  their  de- 
scendants, would  return  to  bondage,  and  the  South- 
em  slaveholder  be  now  entitled  to  remove  with  and 
hold  his  slaves  in  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  and 
the  Eastern  States. 

I  have  already  submitted  some  remarks,  but  not 
all  that  have  occurred  to  me,  in  relation  to  the 
supposed  capacity  of  Congress  to  prohibit  slavery 
by  a  compact  with  Missouri.  I  have  not  intended 
to  adhere  tenaciously  to  method  in  this  discussion, 
because  the  superior  ability  with  which  other  gen- 
tlemen have  illustrated  some  of  the  topics  involved 
has  rendered  such  a  course  unnecessary  on  my 
part.  This  alleged  capacity  of  compact  must,  in 
my  opinipn,  be  unavailing  to  our  opponents,  even 
if  conferred  on  the  Government;  lor  a  compact 
derives  its  force  from  tlie  mutual  assent  of  the 
parties;  and  Missouri  will  not  consent  to  make 
the  contract,  nor  can  you  refuse  to  admit  her  into 
the  Union  until  she  shall  become  willing,  because 
the  treaty  of  cession  in  Louisiana  (as  I  shall  pre- 
sently endeavor  to  show)  obliges  this  Government 
in  good  faith  to  admit  Missouri. 

It  is  proposed  to  negotiate  a  compact  or  treaty 
with  Missouri  to  insert  an  irrevocable  inhibition 
against  slavery  in  her  constitution.  This  House 
is  then  made  to  partake  with  the  President  and 
Senate  in  the  treaty-making  power.  Be  it  so. 
The  convention  of  New  York,  which  ratified  the 
Federal  Constitution,  declared  that  no  treaty  should 
be  construed  so  to  operate  as  to  alter  the  constitution  of 
any  State;  but  the  delegration  from  that  State  seem 
now  to  perceive  that  a  treaty  which  can  effect  no 
sort  of  alteration  of  an  old  constitution  may  make 
a  new  one.  The  proposed  stipulation  with  Mis- 
souri would  dislocate  the  tenth  article  of  the 
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ameiwliiieats  to  the  Constitution,  which  declares 
that  the  powers  not  delected  to  the  United  States, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  Uie  States,  are  reserved  to 
the  States  respectively,  or  to  the  people.  This 
power  in  relation  to  domestic  slavery  would  not 
remain  or  be  reserved  to  the  State  or  people  of 
Missoori,  but  would  be  withheld  from  them  by 
this  Government.  As  the  restriction  or  compact 
with  Missouri  would  grow  out  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gressj  and  as  all  acts  of  Confess  are  objects  of 
cognizance  l^  the  Federal  Judiciary,  this  Govern- 
ment, througn  its  Executive  and  Judiciary  depart- 
ments, would  succeed  to  a  sort  of  anomalous  and 
invidious  authority  in  the  domestic  concerns  of  the 
new  State,  unlike  what  is  found  in  all  the  other 
States,  and  contrary  to  any  conception  which 
could  nave  been  entertained  by  the  framers  of  the 
Confederacy.  The  authors  of  the  Federalist,  in 
expounding  the  Constitution  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, and  persuading  them  to  its  ratification,  Urged 
that  no  apprehension  should  be  entertained  of  ty- 
ranny, or  abuse  of  power,  from  the  General  Gk>v- 
ernnient,  inasmuch  as  the  powers  reserved  to  the 
States  over  the  lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  the 
people,  would  insure  to  the  States  a  weight  and 
mfiuenee  sufficient  to  check,  and  frequenUy  con- 
trol the  operations  of  the  Federal  Government 
But  what  becomes  of  the  balances  of  public  secu- 
rity, (I  ask  you,)  if  Coofress  be  permitted  to  ob- 
literate the  great  lines  of  demarcation  established 
by  the  Constitution  by  buving  in  first  one  and 
then  another  of  the  reserved  rights  of  the  States  ? 
By  such  means  a  few  years  hence  might  present 
us  a  confederacy  between  this  CroTernment  and 
the  new  Western  States  very  different  in  its  char- 
acter and  import  from  the  constitution  of  the  old 
thirteen  States,  and  probably  dangerous  to  their 
safety,  as  it  would  comprehend  interests  in  which 
they  could  have  no  participation. 

The  treaty  of  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  by  which 
France  ceded  Louisiana  to  the  United  States,  im- 
poses an  express  obligation  on  this  Qoverament  to 
admit  the  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  country  into 
the  Federal  Union  as  soon  as  possible.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  TMr.  Taylob)  has  sur- 
prised us  with  an  avowal  that  the  Government 
was  not,  and  never  w;ould  be,  bound  to  admit  Mis- 
souri into  the  Union,  as  a  State,  and  that  the  re- 
quisition of  the  treaty  would  be  discharged  by 
merdiy  suffering  that  country  to  remain  appended 
by  a  Territorial  government.  The  terms  of  the 
treaty  are,  however,  too  palpable  to  admit  of  hesi- 
tation; they  provide  both  for  the  protection  of 
the  cotmtry,  as  a  territory,  and  for  the  admission 
of  the  same  afterwards,  as  a  State  or  States ;  the 
third  article  providing  that  the  inhabitants  shall 
be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the  United  States, 
and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible^  according  to  the 
(»rinciples  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  to  the  en- 
joyment of  all  the  rights,  advantages,  and  immun- 
ities, of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  aniL  in  the 
mean  time,  they  shall  be  protected,  &c.  It  being 
not  an  act  of  Congress,  but  the  F^eral  Constitu- 
tion, which  is  to  govern  the  admission,  and  it  only 
providing  for  the  admission  of  new  States,  the  aa- 
mi^sion  as  a  State  or  States  must  have  b^n  in- 


tended. Permit  me  to  ask  the  gentleman  what  it 
meant  by  the  protection  to  be  afforded  in  the  meao 
time,  or  what  that  mean  time  is? 

It  evidently  relates  to  the  territorial  conditiofi 
of  Louisiana  before  it  becomes  possible,  as  the 
treaty  expresses  it, /to  admit  her  as  a  free  Stale. 
The  treaty  binds  us  to  a  mere  temporary  prolK- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  releases  us  from  rarthcr 
protection  alter  their  admisnon  into  the  UnioB, 
because,  when  a  free  State,  they  .could  prolect 
themsel  ves.  in  truth,  the  treaty  only  contemplated 
to  transfer  to  us,  permanently,  that  qoalifiea  afle- 
ff iance  of  the  people,  which  is  due  from  the  iaha^ 
itants  of  the  old  States  to  the  Federal  GovenoBtot, 
although  I  will  not  deny  the  authority  resulting  of 
necessity,  and  reco^ised  by  the  tteaty,  to  cstiMiili 
a  temporary  provisional  government  in  the  teni- 
tory,  until  it  should  become  possible  to  admit  the 
territory  as  States.  Mark  the  treaty :  The  peapie 
of  the  ceded  territory  are  to  be  admitted  to  aQ  the 
immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.  lo- 
munities  are  exemptions  and  freedom  from  wAat- 
ity,  power,  or  burdens,  and  universally  so  under 
stood.  It  has  always  had  that  signification  is 
charters  and  public  writings,  in  rdation  to  V» 
church  and  the  colonies,  and  has  sustained  its  angi- 
nal meaninff  ever  sino^  its  use- in  the  chaiterof 
Henry  the  Third,  to  .the  city  of  London,  and  how 
much  earlier  I  cannot  «ay.  I(^  therefore,  the  citi- 
zens of  the  old  States  are  entitled  to  an  exemptkm 
from  the  interference  of  this  Orovemment,  saving 
only  as  to  the  powers  derived  from  the  Coostitt- 
tion,  and  if,  also,  the  inhabitants  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi are  entitled  to  the  same  immunities,  they 
must  be  entitled  to  govern  themsdkes  as  an  Amer- 
ican State.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  as- 
sumes a  tone  towards  these  people,  very  difierest 
from  that  of  our  public  authorities,  when  acgatftiy 
and  seeking  to  conciliate  the  afiectioas  of  tiiat 
cound^.  He  would  have  them  forever  subject  to 
our  absolute  authority,  without  the  advantage  of 
representation  or  self-goTemment  Bat,  Mr.  M- 
ferson,  in  his  puUic  message  of  January  6^  18(H, 
announcing  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana.  ^oSen 
<  to  Congress  and  the  country  hb  sincere  eomgnMr 
'  ulations  on  the  important  acquisition,  so  £ivoraJiie 
^  to  the  interests,,  peace,  and  security  of  the  naCioD, 

*  which  added  to  our  country  territories  so  extcft- 
^  idve  and  fertile,  and  to  our  citizens,  new  bretknm, 
^  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of  freedom  and  attf- 

*  government." 

Governor  Claiborne,  in  his  first  address  to  the 
people,  on  taking  possession  of  the  eonntiy^  in- 
formed them  "  that  the  American  people  reewred 
'  them  as  brothers,  and  would  hasten  to  extetftd  io 
*•  them  a  participation  in  those  ineetimable  righb 
^  which  had  formed  the  basis  of  tb«ir  own  nncs^ 
'  ampled  prosperity."  Congress,  by  the  7th  sectioB 
of  the  act  of  2d  March,  1803,  expressly  recognises 
the  right  of  the  people  of  the  territory,  under  ^ 
treaty  of  1803,  to  form  a  constitution  and  Slatf 
goyernment,  and  to  be  admitted  into  the  Uaioa 
upon  the  footing  of  the  original  States,  in  all  r^ 
speets  whatever.  And  yet  the  gentleoian  iroB 
New  York  says,  their  admisdon  into  the  UnioB  is 
an  act  of  courtesy  on  our  part,  depending  onlf  on 
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expediency,  and  that  we.  are  itnder  no  obligation 
«Ter  to  admit  them. 

Although  gentlemen  should  hare  ability  to  es- 
tablish the  power  of  Congress  to  impose  restrictions 
as  the  condition  of  the  admission  of  new  States, 
yet,  as  they  also  admit  the  power  of  Congress  to 
admit  without  restriction,  and  as  the  (}o7ernment 
has  given  its  solemn  pledge^  by  the  treaty,  to  admit 
the  people  of  this  territory,  the  refusal  now  to  ad- 
mit them,  into  the  Union,  unless  on  their  perform- 
ance of  a  condition,  suggested  at  our  pleasure,  and 
oot  stipulated  for  in  the  treaty,  would  be  a  breach 
of  ftEiith  on  our  part,  incapable  of- disguise.  Good 
£uth  required  us  to  gire  notice  of,  and  insert  in 
our  obligation,  any  condition  which  we  intended 
CO  exact  previous  to  a  fulfilment  on  our  part.  We 
should  tnen  have  reserved  the  discretion  now 
claimed,  as  was  done  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  with 
France,  of  the  6th  February,  1778,  providing  that 
tke  northem  British  cobnies,  or  islands  ot  Ber^ 
nradas,  should,  if  conquerad,  be  confederated  with, 
or  dmndent  upon,  the  United  States ;  and  as  was 
idso  done  by  the  treaty  with  the  Delaware  nation 
of  Indian,  of  the  17th  September,  1776,  in  which 
c^e  stipulation  that  theDeutwares  and  certain  other 
cribes  should  form  a  State^  and  have  a  representa- 
don  in  Congress,  was  made  to  depend  on  the  subse- 
cfuent  approbation  of  Congress. 

We  nave  long  been  convinced  that  ours  is  the 
only  free  country  on  earth ;  that  the  colonies  ad- 
jacent to  us  are  the  objects  of  tyranny,  cruelty, 
and  oppression,  at  all  times  willing  to  become  ours 
by  revolt  or  otherwise,  and  that  the  advantage  of 
sfuoh  a  connexion  is  incalculable  to  them.  Lict  us, 
however,  beware  of  the  injustice  to  which  we  may 
be  tempted  by  national  pride.  It  is  certain  that 
Louisiana  has  been  aggrandized  hf  her  connexion 
with  the  United  States,  but  a  review  of  her  con- 
dtiion,  previous  to  her  cnange  of  masters^  may  oc- 
casion a  doubt  whether  the  old  inhabitants,  on 
whose  behalf  the  stipulations  of  ^e  treaty  were 
tasaied,  were  improved  in  their  circumstances  by 
the  cession.  The  Spanish  Government  afforded 
the  inhabitants  their  land,  gratuitously.  By  the 
ordinance  of  1793,  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana 
aad  the  Floridas  were  admitted  to  a  free  com- 
itterce  with  Europe  and  America.  No  exception 
as  to  the  articles  sent  or  to  be  received.  Tobacco 
aad  all  other  articles,  the  introduction  of  which 
into  Spain  had  been  fnrohibited  from  odter  pkces, 
were  allowed  to  be  taken  from  these  provinces. 
The  importation  of  foreign  rice  into  Spain  was 
|irohibited  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  meouraffing 
ito  growth  in  Louisiana  and  the  Floridas ;  all  ar- 
ticles ttiported  from  Spain  to  these  provinces  were 
free  of  duty,  and  a  drawback  of  the  duties  which 
had  been  paid  on  foreign  articles  was  allowed. 
The  articles  export^  from  those  provinces  to  Spain 
were  free  of  duty,  whether  consumed  in  Spain,  or 
re-ocported  to  foreigia  countries.  The  same  ordi- 
nance had  also  provided  that  a  preference  should 
be  given  to  all  the  productions  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Floridas,  by  prohibiting  their  importation  from 
foreign  countries,  whenever  those  provinces  should 
produce  sufficient  quantities  for  the  consumption 
of  Spain.    The  governments  of  these  proTinces 


were  mild  and  provident,  haviujg  been  p^ded  by  a 
policy  which  imbrded  a  security  against  Indian 
depredation,  which  had  not  alwavs  been  the  good 
fortune  of  our  frontiers.  I  think,  if  this  people 
were  indeed  miserable,  their  sufferin|ps  were  not 
imputable  to  their  old  government  We  have  di- 
vorced them  from  their  ancient  associations,  and 
given  birth  and  encouragement  in  that  country  to 
new  objects  of  emulation,  by  eneaging  to  cou^e 
their  destiny  (in  the  language  of  Uovemor  Clai- 
borne) with  our  own  unexampled  prosperity,  and 
the  world  must  now  witness  with  what  sincerity 
or  ill  faith  we-  are  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  per- 
formance of  our  compact. 

How  is  it,  sir,  that  this  Government  attempts  to 
prohibit  slavery  in  the  country  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi 1  Our  Grovemment  knew,  in  the  acquisition 
ot  the  country,  that  the  people  held  slaves  by  a 
title  equally  legitimate  with  their  claim  to  their 
lands  and  cattle.  Indeed,  the  American  Govera- 
ment  previously  well  knew  that  species  of  property 
had  met  with  extraordinary  encoumgement  by  the 
Spanish  authorities;  for  the  importation  of  slaves 
into  Louisiana  had  been  admitted  free  of  duty,  and 
even  the  exportation  of  silver  to  purchase  slaves 
was  tolerated,  which  regulations  were  known  to 
our  GovemnKmt^  as  appears  by  the  lettor  of  Mr. 
Short,  the  American  Minister  at  Madrid,  to  our 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  first  July,  1793.  Also, 
besides  tne  hind  granted  to  em^[rants  for  cultiva- 
tion and  impovements^  an  additional  quantity  veas 
granted  to  tne  master  for  every  slave  removed  into 
Louisiana.  The  Spanish  treaties  with  the  Indian 
tribes  had  made  effectual  provision  for  the  ampie 
security  of  the  property  on  the  savage  frontier,  as 
is  manifest  by  tne  treaties  of  1784,  between  the 
Spanish  authorities  and  the  Tallapuche,  Chicka- 
saw, Choctaw,  and  other  frontier  tribes.  Our 
Government  was  apprized  of  these  treaties ;  our 
Minister  at  Madrid  having  transmitted  copies  of 
them  to  the  Secretary  of  State  in  1793 ;  and,  in- 
deed, the  treaty  of  1795.  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States,  in  the  fifth  article,  has  a  recognition 
of,  or  at  least  reference  to,  those  Indian  treaties. 

The  American  Goremment,  with  full  know- 
ledge of  all  the  circumstances  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, expressly  stipulated  in  the  treaty  by  which 
it  acquired  Louisiana,  that  the  inhabitants  skoM  U 
mavntaUMd  and  pretecUd  in  thtfrte  en^opment  ^  their 
property.  Yet,  the  amoidment  of  the  gentleman 
frcm  New  York  aimft  to  vaB(][ttish  that  property. 
This  clause  of  the  treaty  has,  m  my  humble  opin- 
ion, been  greatly  maltreated  in  the  speech  delivered 
at  the  last  session,  in  one  bruich  of  Congress,  by 
an  honorable  member  from  one  of  the  most  popu- 
lous States  of  the  Union.  It  cannot  be  improper 
to  have  an  allusion  to  it  now,  as  its  sentiments  are 
not  different  from  those  espoused  by  the  restrk- 
tionists,  in  support  of  this  amendment  It  was 
said,  and  is  yet  urffed^  that  the  stipulation  to  main- 
tain and  protect  the  inhabitants  m  their  property, 
could  be  only  applied  to  the  slaves  held  by  them 
at  the  date  of  the  treaty. 

This  niggardly  attempt  to  shelter  our  €k)vem- 
ment  from  the  manifest  import  of  its  own  obliga- 
tion, and  from  what  would  have  been  its  duty, 
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without  express  stipulation,  is  too  well  adapted  to 
excite  a  feeling  in  which  I  shall  not  permit  myself 
to  indulge.  The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  will 
naturally  ask  themselves  how  this  comports  with 
the  professions  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the 
Union,  who,  in  annooncihg  our  possession  of  the 
country,  congratulated  the  nation  on  the  acquisi- 
tion or  new  brethren  to  partake  of  the  blessings  of 
freedom  and  self-government.  They  must  arrive 
at  the  melancholy  conclusion  that  we  consider  the 
treaty  of  cession  as  articles  of  capitulation  of  a 
fallen  enemy.  Nor,  as  articles  of  capitulation, 
could  we,  in  conscience,  insist  for  this  limited  or 
rather  mangled  interpretation.  Even  a  robber, 
who  had  received  his  black  mail,  or  extorted  rev- 
enue, on  a  promise  that  he  would  not  depredate 
your  property^  would  be  disgraced  among  hts  com- 
rades by  a  quibble  or  pretence  that  you  were  only 
to  be  safe  in  your  property  to-day,  but  that  to- 
morrow was  a  different  thii^.  To  what  condition 
would  society  be  reduced  if  public  assurances  for 
the  protection  of  property  only  applied  to  the  prop- 
erty held  at  the  instant  ?  Every  barter  or  exchange 
of  property  would  exempt  us  from  the  protection. 
Children  would  not  be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  treaty,  if  born  after  its  date,  and  all  who  be- 
came inhabitants  or  citizens  after  its  date  would 
be  excluded  from  the  treaty  and  from  the  rights  of 
citizens.  Their  lands  are  not  secured  otherwise 
than  their  slaves,  and  would  therefore  be  subject 
to  the  same  confiscation.  The  same  interpretation, 
if  applied  to  that  portion  of  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion which  secures  private  property,  would  only 
afford  protection  to  the  property  held  in  1787, 
when  the  Constitution  was  made;  and,  by  the 
same  rule,  we  must  be  deprived  of  all  authority 
over  the  Territories,  for  the  clause  giving  to  Con- 
gress authority  to  make  needful  rules  and  regula- 
tions to  govern  and  dispose  of  the  Territories,  bein^ 
adopted  m  1787,  could  not  be  extended  to  Louisi- 
ana, acquired  afterwards.  A  free  Government 
protects  or  affects  the  property  of  its  citizens 
through  the  medium  of  its  laws,  and  in-  that  re- 
spect has  a  discretionary  power  to  make,  alter,  and 
repeal  those  laws.  The  sovereign  authority  makes 
treaties  as  well  as  laws ;  and,  if  such  treaty  con- 
tains a  promise  to  maintain  and  protect  property, 
it  evidently  relates  to  the  discretion  of  the  sover- 
eign to  make  laws  affecting  property,  and  includes 
a  pledge  of  faith  for  the  continuance  of  the  laws 
under  which  property  is  held  and  protected.  But, 
if  the  infraction  of  such  treaty  be  designed,  the 
sovereign  authority  proceeds  to  impair  or  alter  the 
laws  for  the  protection  of  property,  and  has  no 
other  means  ot  violating  such  a  treaty. 

We  violate  the  treaty  of  cession  if  we  repeal  the 
laws  of  Louisiana,  which  maintain  and  protect 
their  property.  France,  in  1762,  ceded  this  same 
province  of  Louisi&na  to  Spain  by  a  treaty,  with 
mjunctions  for  the  protection  of  property ;  and,  in 
proof  of  the  sense  entertained  by  the  parties  of  the 
miport  of  that  treaty,  I  refer  to  the  letter  of  the 
Kin^  of  France  to  L'Abbadie,  the  commandant 
of  the  province,  to  deliver  up  the  possession,  and 
expressing  the  King's  expectation  that  the  magis- 
tracy would  continue  to  administer  justice  accord- 


ing to  the  laws,  forms,  and  usages  of  the  colony. 
The  cession  by  Virginia,  to  Congress,  of  the 
Northwest  Territory,  dated  March,  1784,  provide 
that  the  French  inhabitants,  and  other  sutlers  of 
the  Kaskaskias,  St.  Vincents,  and  the  neighboring 
villages^  who  had  professed  themselves  citizens 
of  Virginia,  should  have  their  property  secured, 
and  be  protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  thdr  righti 
and  liberties. 

When  Congress,  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  es- 
tablished laws  for  the  government  of  the  Terrilory, 
it  expressed  a  proviso  that  they  should  not  be  ccn- 
strued  to  infrin^  on  the  laws  affecting  the  pro- 
perty of  those  inhabitants.  In  the  same  cessioa 
from  Virginia,  there  were  other  stipulations  le- 
quired  on  the  part  of  Congress,  in  relation,  too,  to 
the  mere  advantage  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
ceded  territory,  in  like  manner  as  the  stipulatioas 
in  the  cession  from  France  contained  clauses  for 
the  protection  of  property,  and  for  incorporation  in 
the  Union,  for  the  mere  oenefit  of  the  inhabitants. 
But,  when  Congress  became  desirous  to  exercise  i 
more  ample  discretion  as  to  the  circumstances  un- 
der which  the  new  States  of  the  Northwest  Terri- 
tory should  be  admitted,  it  made  appliclitk>D  to 
Virginia,  being  the  other  party  to  the  contracL  for 
her  consent,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  resolution  of  the 
Old  Congress,  of  July  the  7th,  1786.  Yet  the  ad- 
vocates of  restriction  do  not  think  of  applying, 
either  to  France  or  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana, 
for  consent  to  the  exercise  of  relations  which  re- 
peal the  treaty  of  cession.  This  nation,  whether 
considered  with  re^rd  to  its  municipal  institution^ 
or  its  character  arising  from  its  diplomatic  inter- 
course, is  the  last  from  which  the  world  could  ex- 
pect a  disregard  of  public  faith,  by  a  vic^tion  of 
the  lawful  aUd  pre-existiiig[  relations  between  the 
people  of  Missouri  and  their  slaves. 

Previous  to  the  treaty  of  cession,  it  was  known 
to  all  the  world  that  these  States  recoga/sed  slaTea 
as  property,  and,  indeed,  that  the  political  bond 
which  Knotted  together  their  interests  and  energies 
had  some  of  its  most  conspicuous  features  in  an 
adjustment  of  its  proportions  to  the  intoests  or 
rights  of  slaveholders. 

The  first  essay  by  this  €k>vemment  of  its  diplo- 
matic correspondence  with  any  European  nation, 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  is  found  in 
an  effort  to  obtain  from  the  British  G^ovemment 
compensation  for  slaves  carried  off  by  the  King^ 
troops  in  evacuating  the  country,  for  which  I 
quote  the  correspondence  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  with  Gouvemeur  Morris,  our  confi- 
dential agent  in  Europe,  in  1789.  Our  Gk>Teni- 
meat  in  1791,  through  the  agency  of  Mr.  Seagrove, 
its  public  commissioner,  negotiated  with  the  Gov- 
ernor of  East  Florida  to  issue  such  proclamation 
and  permanent  orders  as  would  prevent  fugitrTe 
slaves  from  the  United  States  from  taking  belter 
in  Florida;  and  our  treaties  with  the  bordering 
Indian  nations  have  made  effectual  pruviaion 
against  the  violation  of  property  in  slaves,  for 
which,  see  the  treaties  withvthe  Ddawares,  Oier- 
okees,  Chickasaws,  Creeks,  and  other  nations. 

The  inhabitants  of  Louisiana,  before  the  cessioB, 
had  acquired  a  great  portion  of  their  slaTes  {nm 
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mes of  the  report  of  the  Secretory  of  the 
Treasury  on   the,  and  ito  affairs,  were ' 
ordered  to  be  printed    -        .        .        •    462 


364 
431 
436 


25 


Bankrupt  Act,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  memorial 
of  a  number  of  merchanto  of  Boston,  and 
other  towns  of  Massachusetts,  pra jfiog  the 
passage  of  a,  referred      .... 

Banks,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  pro- 
posing an  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, limiting  the  power  of  Congress  to 
establish,  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  read 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  resolution  from  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  agreeing  to  the  same 

Banks  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  from 

the  House  of  Representotives  concemiog 

the,  twice  read,  and  referred  •        •       - 

Mr.  Barbour  presented  a  memorial  from  the 

Alexandria  banks,  suggesting  amendments 

to  the  said  bill 

Mr.  Trimble  submitted  resolutions  concern- 
ing the  -        -        •        -        -       -       - 

one  of  said  resolutions  agreed  to         -       - 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  bill  read     - 
report  of  the  Secretory  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  stote  of  the        .        .        -       . 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
mento   ------- 

Baptist  Denomination,  a  bill  to  incorporate  t 
General  Convention  of  the,  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  read  - 


IV 


417 


600 


Ml 

615 

m 

640 
617 

646 


m 


read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -       -  5W 


101 
314 
463 


indefinitely  postponed 
Barbour,  James,  President  pro  /em.,  attended  - 
remarks  of;  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the 
Maine  bill      -        -        -        -        •      • 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  uniting  Mis- 
souri in  the  same  bill     -        -       -      - 
on  the  amendment  restricting  slaveiy 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  lands      • 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  Ul  ^ 
on  tho  General  Appropriation  bill      -      •  ^1\ 
speech  of,  on  the  Navigation  bill        -      *  ^^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  fbr  clothing  the  Amy 
in  domestic  manufactures       -        -      -  608 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentotives for  relief  of  the  legal  repreieo- 
totives  of,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     -        -       - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .       • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -       - 
Barker,  Jacob,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred       -        -      - 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

the  claim  of,  read,  and  referred 

on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  the  Secretory  of  the 

Treasury  was  requested  to  lay  before  the 

Senate  a  copy  of  Mr.  Campbeirs  letter  to 

a  letter  from  the  Secretory,  with  the  copy 

asked  for,  referred  -        -        -       - 

the  committee  discharged  from  its  farther 

consideration  -        -        -       -      " 

Barn,  anecdote  of  the  burning  of  a,  during  the 

battle  of  the  River  Raisin 
Barnett,  Mark,  and  William  Perry,  Mr.  Tsjior 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
Baron,  Antoine,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -        -        -       -       • 
Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read   • 
read  a  second  time    ^        -       •       -      ' 


74 
76 
79 
81 
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Bairow,  Matthew — continued.                              Page, 
bill  referred  to  the  Military  Committee      -  25 
reported  without  amendment     -        •        -  27 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        •  34 
Baaey,  Sismund,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  637 
committee  discharged        ....  675 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

o£,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...  600 
reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  653 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  673 
B^,  Elihu  H.,  Theodore  Gaillard,  and  Charles 
Robeits,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred       .....  368 
committee  discharged        -        •        -        -  651 
Baylj,  Mountjoy,  8ergeant-at<Arms,  &c.,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Horsey,  authorized  to 
appoint  an  assistant,  6cc.        •        -        -  11 
Beall,  Samuel  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    •        .        .  592 

reported  without  amendment    ...  637 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .  675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        .  678 

Seaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House 

for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred        -  592 

reported  with  amendments         -        -        -  612 

third  reading  negatived      ....  652 
Beck  and  Harvey,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  653 
.   read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  673 
Bent,  Lemuel,  Mr.  Basbour  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....  644 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  589 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  694 
Bermuda,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  statement  of 
the  trade  for  one  year  between  the  port 
of  New  York  and  Island  of,  referred       -  42 
Bernard,  Hyacinth,  the  committee  to  whom  the 
petition  of,  was  referred,  was  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  thereof    -  675 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        -  695 
Berry,  Edward,  and  George  Hodge,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -  55 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  80 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  101 
Berxaty  Susan,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -  429 
ft  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...  498 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -        .        .  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -612 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  616 
Beits.  Jeremiah,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  480 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read,  and  referred       -        -  600 
reported  without  amendment     ...  623 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  654 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  673 
Bigger's  Company  of  Rangers,  Mr.  Noble  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  Legblature  of 
Indiana,  praying  compensation  to,  referred  37 1 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  436 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -  439 


Page. 
Binns's  Declaration  of  Independence,  a  bill  au- 
thorizing the  purchase  of  a  certiiin  num- 
ber of  copies  of,  read      -        <        -        -      24 
read  a  second  time    .....      29 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...      33 

read  a  third  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  -      35 
said  committee  recommend  rejection  of  the 

bill 652 

Bioren,  John,  and  Fielding  Lucas,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -        -    313 
Mr.  R.  also  presented  the  petition  of  Bio- 
ren and  Edward  De  Krafil,  referred        •    388 
adverse  reports  on  both  petitions        -        -    443 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    456 
Blackburn,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams 
of  Tennessee  presented  the  remonstrance 

of,  referred -    473 

reported  back,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary 

ol  War 69» 

report  of  that  officer  thereon      ...    683 
Blakely,  Mr.  King,  of  Alabama,  presented  the 
petition  of  Abraham  Ogden  and  others, 
praying  that  the  town  of,  may  be  made 
a  port  of  entry,  referred  ...    439 

a  bill  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  at,  read  -  497 
read  a  second  time  .....  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    602 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    605 

Boislevin,  Nicholas,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Kentucky 

presented  the  petition  of,  read        -        -    638 
Boisson,  Lewis,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    277 
Bonds  of  Collectors,  dbc.,  Mr.  Dickerson  submit- 
ted a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  -        -    378 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretaiy  of 

the  Treasury 417 

a  letter  from  that  officer,  in  reply       -        •    458 
a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
another  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  subject  of     -        -        •    624 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...    563 
Boundaries,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  ascertain  and  desig- 
nate certain,  read           ....    491 
read  a  second  time    -        ...        -    494 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -    601 
Boundary  line  between  Indiana  and  Illinois,  Mr. 
Taylor  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  the  first  menttoued  State,  re- 
specting the,  referred     •        .        •        •    364 
Bowie  and  Kurtz,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred          -        -        -        -      26 
a  favorable  report  thereon          ...    200 
considered  and  concurred  in,  and  bills  or- 
dered     871 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    888 

read  a  second  time 418 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    440 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    448 

Boyles,  Thomas  H.,  Mr.  Hunter  of  Alabama 

presented  the  petition  of        -        -        -    266 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  •    872 
Braden,  Elizabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of  ...    645 
read  a  first  time        -        -        -        -        -    661 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -    668 
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Braden,  Elizabeth— continuad.                           Ptigt. 
bUl  reported  without  amendment       -        -  676 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  623 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed          -        •  626 
Brady,  Jamea,  Mr.  RoberU  preaenCod  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred    •        -        -        -    •    •  82 
the  committee  discharged  -        •        .        .  676 
Bntiah  claims  to  lands,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Miaaia* 
sippt,  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  State,  respecting  certain, 
referred         ------  681 

committee  discharged        •        -        -        -  661 

Brown,  Jamea,  of  Louisiana,  attended       -        •  9 
remarka  of,  on  the  bill  for  adjnatment  of 

land  claims    -.-...  600 

on  the  navigation  bill        .        -        -        .  686 

on  the  Winters'  claim       -        .        -        .  608 

on  the  bill  lor  clothing  the  army,  4cc         -  669 

Brown,  Noah,  and  othera,  Mr.  Sanford  preaented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -  34 

adverse  report  thereon        -        ...  42 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        •        -431 
Brown,  James,  Mr.  Eaton  preaented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -        -        -        -        -        -41 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  533 

indefinitely  postponed        ....  533 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers       -        •  696 
Brown,  Samuel,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred       ...  472 
Brown  Antoine.    (See  HarpoUf  George*) 
Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Houao  for  relief 

of,  twice  read  and  referred    -        -        .  600 

reported  without  amendment     •        •        -611 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        •  662 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        •  673 

Bncfcminster,  Thomas.    (See  Shipley,  Ether, 

administrator.) 
Bnckner,  Richard.     (See  Jonee,  Charlee,  Jr,) 
Bnllkey,  Benjamin,  G.,  the  President  comma* 

nieated  the  petition  of,  laid  on  the  table  -  644 
Buoys,  Mr.  Stokes  submitted  a  reaolution  for 
placing,  in  the  several  inlets,  dtc.  on  the 
coast  of  North  Carolina         -        -        -601 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  Coanmittee  of 

Commerce    ..•..-  619 
Bnidine,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives authorizing  the  Secretary  of 

State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  twice  read  600 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  696 
Bark,  Anthony,  a  bill  from  the  Hooaofor  relief 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred     ...  74 

reported  without  amendment     ...  237 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  367 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  370 

Bnrrill,  James,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended          -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missoori  bill  -  94 

on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts    ...  209 
on  the  bill  relating  to  the  sale  or  forfeiture 

of  land 464 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill,          -      493,  616,  628,  633 
on  hia  reaolution  reapecting  aeizuraa,  dtc«  in 

Sweden         ......  532 

remarka  o^  on  the  mihtary  appropriations  -  647 
on  the  disagreeing  Totea  of  the  two  Hoaaea 

on  the  Appropriation  bill        -        .        -  687 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army        •        -610 

on  the  District  Banka  bill  -        -        .        .  644 

on  the  Court  bill 681 

on  the  reaolntiona  respecting  the  slave  trada  697 


Boainess,  Mr.  Burrill  snbmitled  a  moAioB  fer  a 
committee  to  arrange  and  report  the  loiss 
for  conducting  .  -  .  .  •  tt 
agreed  to,  and  a  commiiteo  appointed  -  t4 
report  of  aaid  committee  •  -  -  •  39 
amended  and  adopted  ....  48 
ordered  to  be  printed,  together  witli  tiie  Con* 

atitntion -     14 

Boaineaa  of  the  Seasion,  appointment  of  the  osoal 

committee  to  inquire  into  the-        •       -   68i 
report  of  said  committee    •        «        .       •   691 
Batler,  Jacob,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tenneaaee aob* 
mitted  a  resolution  inatrveting  the  Cosa- 
mittee  of  Claima  to  inquire  into  the  etpe- 
diency  of  compensating  -        .       -   967 

considered  and  agreed  to    -        -        •       .   861 
committee  dischuged  therefrom         -       -   6M 
Butler,  Richard,  and  othera,  Mr.  Nobla  pvsaen^ 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred  •  •  •  4» 
adverse  report  thereon  •  -  -  .  431^ 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        .       .   443 


CadeU  at  West  Point,  Mr.  Willtama,  of  Temiea- 
aee,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into 
the  eipedieney  of  subjecting  the,  to  the 
Rules  and  Articlea  of  War  -  .  •  46 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Military  Com- 
mittee -  -  -,  -  -  .  56 
Cahokia,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  a  petition  of 

citizens  of,  referred  -  -  .  -  366 
a  bill  in  accordance  with  aaid  petition  read  657 
read  a  aeoond  time  -  -  •  .  -  563 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       -  6S0 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       .      -  681 
Canal,  from  the  waters  .of  Sanduaky  to  these  of 
the  Scioto,  a  bill  to  lay  out  the  roota  and 
prepare  the  plan  of  a,  twice  reed,  and  rs- 

ferred    -        -        - ^ 

reported  without  amondmeni«  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .       -  683 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed  •        .       •  6i( 
Canals^  a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointaMDt  of 
commiaaionera  to  eiamine  the,  tbereia 
mentioned,  read    •        -        •        .       .  638 

read  a  aecond  time ^ 

indefinitely  poatponed       -        -        .      •  683 
Canova's  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mason, 
the  Finance  Committee  were  instructsd 
to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  remit  tke 
duties  on  the  importation  of         .       -   337 
a  bill  to  that  efiect,  read   -        ...  375 
read  a  second  time   -        -        ...   399 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       '       '  S 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        .       •   366 
Canton,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreaeBta- 
tivea  authorizing  the  aale  of  certain  ase- 
tions  of  land  lying  within  the  District  o(, 
twice  read,  and  referred         -       *       '    « 
reported  without  amendment    •       *       '   ^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       "      *  JS 

read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed    -       .       -   678 
Capitol,  a  Inll  from  the  House  of  B«preseBta> 
tives  making  further  appropriation  f» 
oontinoing  the  work  upon  the,  Ae^  nd  ^ 
read  a  aecond  time,  and  reliwred       -      '  ^ 
reported  with  an  amendment    •       '      I  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  paaaed,  Mamendid  o7^ 
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Page. 
Cardelli,  Peter,  Mr.  Dtoa  presented  the  petitien 

of,  referred 461 

adverse  report  thereon      -        -        -        -     675 
considered  end  conearred  in     -        -        -    678 
Cardinal,  John,  Mr  Johnson  of  Kentadkj  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  read    -        -        .    638 
Carey,  Matthew,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  pre- 
sented tlie  petition  of,  referred        -        -    265 
C«rmi,  Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Carljle 

in  said  8ute 355 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Poet  Roads,  &c 276 

Cnirier,  Jonathan  D.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of 480 

Caster,  John  D.,  s  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resenutives  for  reUef  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    653 

read  the  third  time,  anJ  passed  -        -        -     673 
Cassin,  Marj,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred    -         -        -         -        -         -311 

ft  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -        -        •    477 

read  a  seeond  time 480 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    495 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  -        •        -    498 
Cnsline,  a  bill  fo^  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
who  have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  im- 
ported into,  read    -----      40 
read  a  second  time    -        -        ...      42 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -      47 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -      57 
retoroed  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 

with  amendments 577 

considered,  and  concurred  in    -        -        -    585 
Cathcart,  James  Leander,  Mr.  Wilson  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  •        .        -        •    566 

ft  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    603 

on  motion,  laid  on  the  table       .        .        -    651 

taken  up,  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -        -        -        •    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        .    672 
Cftases  depending  in  the  United  States  Courts, 
ft  Message  from   the  President,  with  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  em- 
bracing returns  of  ....    689 

CaTalier,  AnUiony,  and  Peter  Pettit,  Mr.  John- 
sen  of  Louisianft  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ------      55 

ft  bill  confirming  the  claims  of,  to  certain 

Unds,  reftd 80 

reed  ft  second  time    -----     101 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    367 

reftd  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    370 

Omssos,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentaittTes 

to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth,  read  •  234 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  287 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  .  443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  .  473 
amended,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
as  amended  ---...  478 
Certain  Crimes  against  the  United  States»  a  bHl 

to  provide  for  the  punishment  of,  read  •  430 
rmnd  a  second  time,  and  refenred  •  •  443 
raported  without  amendment  -  .  .  489 
the  bill,  oonsisting  of  eighty-three  printed 

pages,  read  through  ....  566 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    676 


Page. 


Chftdboume,  J.  R.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -    318 
said  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals        •    368 
Champlin,   Oliver,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred       -        -        -        -       29 
Channmg,  Wftlter,  Mr.  Hunter  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  -  •  -  33 
ft  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ....  439 
read  a  second  time  •  -  -  •  .  443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    467 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    470 
Chaplains,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  two,  adopted     -        -        -        -       10 
Chapman,   Thomas,   Mr.  Smith  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        ...      66 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        •      80 
considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        -     101 
Chapron,  M.,  and  others,  Mr.  Walker  of  Ala- 
bama presented  the  petition  of,  referred    668 
(See  Vine  and  OUve.) 
Charlton,  John  and  Elisha  Douglasj  adverse  re- 
port on  the  petitions  of  -        -        .        -      84 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        •    101 
Cheney  Beley.     (See  MeGrew,  John.) 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Van 
Dyke  presented  the  petition  of  the,  re- 
ferred     360 

that  committee  discharged,  and  petition  re- 
ferred to  that  on  Roads  and  Canals  -  378 
Chippewa  and  Kickapoo  Indians,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives,  making  appro- 
priations to  carry  into  e£bct  treaties  with 
the,  read  three  times,  and  passed  -  -  606 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  Mr.  Leake 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  the  -  530 
the  latter  tribe  struck  out,  and  resolution 

agreed  to 661 

ChoUrd,  Sarah  P.,  Mr  Williams  of  Mississippi 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -        -      87 
Christian,  Rowleigh  C,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      ...    480 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    64</ 
considered  and  concurred  in      -        .        .    649 
Claiborne,  Alabama,  Mr.  King  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  representatives  of  Monroe 
county,  praying  that  the  title  of  a  certain 
lot  may  be  vested  in,  referred         .        .      94 
Mr.  K.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature,  praying  a  donation  of  certain 
lots  in  the  town  of,  referred    ...    462 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

of 26 

Clark,  Margaret,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .        -        -        •        .    466 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    470 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    478 
Clark,  Catharine.    fSee  Bickley,  DameL) 
Clemon,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  read  ......    638 

Clerks,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representative* 
supplementary  to  the  act  to  regulate  and 
fix  the  compensation  of  the,  read   -        •      46 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •      47 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -      78 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -      77 
reftd  the  third  tiofie,  and  passed  as  smended      79 
ft  report  from  the  Postmaster  General  of  the 
number  of,  in  his  Department->     -       |-'   232 
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Clerkfl,  report  on,  from  the  Secretary  of  War   -    290 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War  De- 
partment, read  twice      -        •        -        -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Clothing  of  the   Army,   a  Message  from   the 
President  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last  Congress,  on  the 
subject  of  using  articles  of  domestic  man- 
ufactures  for,  referred    ....      79 
(See  Domestie  ManufaciureM,  bill,  ^c) 
Coast  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Trimble  submit- 
ted a  resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan 
for  employing  the  Navy  in  completing  a 
survey  of  the         .....    650 
the  resolution  withdrawn  ....    656 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  from   the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred  ...    593 

reported  without  amendment     ...    604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    648 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    649 
Cole,  Fhineas,   Mr.  Morril  presented  the  peti- 

tion  of 37 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        .81 
considered,  and  concurred  in     •        .        -     101 
Colhoun,  Hugh,  and  others,  Mr.  Burrill  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        .        .    864 
Columbian  Institute,  Mr.  Horsey  presented  the 

memorial  of  the,  referred  -        •        -57 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

the  benefit  of  the,  read  twice  and  referred    600 

reported  without  amendment    •        -        -    614 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    653 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •    673 

Commerce  and  Manufactures,  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of    -        -        -      26 
Commercial  Regulations,  a  Message  from  the 
President  transmitting  a  coUection  from 
different  foreign  countries  of  their,  read      23 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a 
joint  resolution  from   the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  a,  for  the  settlement  of  their 
boundary  line,  twice  read,  and  referred  -     617 
reported  without  amendment     >        .        .    626 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table          ...    652 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   -    684 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    687 
Cone,  8.  H.,  and  others,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Ken- 
tucky presented    the  memorial  of,   re- 
ferred     472 

Conecah  Courthouse,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  establishing  a 

land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 256 

(See  Alabama.) 
Congress,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolution  for 

adjournment  of,  on  the  10th  of  April,  read    520 

read  a  second  time 525 

day  changed  to  24th,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         ......    559 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    550 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  the  day  changed  to  15th  May         -    652 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        >        -    653 


Page. 
Congress,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution  for 
an  earlier  meeting  of,  than  the  day  fixed 
by  the  Constitution        -        ...  577 
resolution  discussed,  and  negatived   -      -665 
a  bill  from   the  House  of  Representativei 
fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

read .       -  685 

read  a  second  time    -        -        •        .       -  687 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       -  688 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  •       -      .  6M 
Conner,  William,  and  others,  Mr.  NoUe  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -       •  ^ 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to, 

read *»* 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -       .      •  498 

indefinitely  postponed       -        -       .      •  8M 

Constitution,  Mr.  Noble  presented  a  resolutkn 

of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  propoaof 

an  amendment  to  the,  limiting  the  power 

of  Congress  in  the  chartering  of  banki, 

dtc.,  read ^58 

(See  Banke,  also,  Eledan  ofTrmiad 
and  Vice  Preeideni,) 
Contracts,  report  of,  comprehending  the  yeti 

1819,  made  by  the  War  Department     -  H' 
Converse,  Daniel,  and  George  Miller,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  relief  o^ 
twice  read,  and  referred  -       .      -  680 

reported  without  amendment     -       .      .  61! 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -       '      '  S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -      '  ^ 
Cotton  and  Woollen  Manufactures,  Mr.  Barrill 
presented  a  memorial  from  Providence, 
Rhode  Island,  praying  protection  for^  re- 

ferred   -        - *^ 

Mr.  Lloyd  presented  a  similar  memorial  fron 
inhabitants  of  Maryland  -       •      •   4^ 

Cravat,  Richard.    (See  MeGrtWf  John,) 
Crawford,  Rhode,  Mr.  Walker  of  Alabama  j» 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred       -     *    tl 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -       -      j  ^ 
concurred  in,  and  the  committee  dischfigra  '"' 
Crawford,  Thomas,  Mr.  ParroU  presented  the 
petition  o^  referred        -        -       •     / 
Crawford,  Jonathan,  adverse  report  on  the  pfti* 

tion  of •  jl; 

considered  and  concurred  in      •       '      . 
Credit  on  Import  Duties,  Mr.  Pinkney  preeented 
the  memorial  of  merchants  of  Baltimere, 
remonstrating  against  changing  ^ '^  ^ 
tem  of,  referred      .        .        -       -      • 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,  a  Message  from 
the  President  recommending  an  app^ 
priation  to  defray  the  expenses  <^^  *  P*^  m^ 
posed  treaty  with  the    -        -       '  - . '  kj* 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afbin  ^ 
the  report  of  said  committee  read 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  Newwm,  Jotkua,) 
Cutting,  Nathaniel,  Mr.  King  of  New  xor*  ^^ 
presented  the  memorial  of,  referred 

^-  I 

Dana,  Samuel  W.,  of  ConnecUcut,  attended    -  ^^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  taU  • 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  AppropristioB 

biU -  ^^ 

remarks  of,  on  General  Approprittion  wu 
remarks  of,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  ^  ^  599 
two  Houses  on  the  same  -   po  > 
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DaiiTille,  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  a  resolation  re- 
apecting  a  road  from  Montpelier  io,  in 

YerrooDt 39 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Poet  Offices  and  Poet  Roads  ...      42 
Davis,  Latbrop,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  to  Pension  Committee      25 
adverse  report  thereon       ....      75 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -      79 
Declaration  of  Independence.    (See  Binns*) 
Defiiulters,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  prompt 

recovery  of  debts  due  by*  read        -        -    558 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 676 

De  Krafl\,  Edward.     (See  Bioren,  John,) 
Delmfield,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  •        -        -        -      31 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    488 
considered  and  concurred  in      •        -        -    501 
Delisle,  Anthony  S.    (See  Dudley,  Edward  B.) 
Denton,  Little,  Sc  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendrick,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
relief  of,  read         .....      42 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -      46 
reported  without  amendment    ...    369 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     372 
Deputy  Surveyors,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  the  Committee  of  Public 
Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  making  provision  for  pay- 
ment of  full  compensation,  &c^  to         -    478 
the  said  committee  asked  to  be  discharged  •    530 
the  discharge  concurred  in         -        -        -    534 
Dealonde,  Rosalie  P.,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisi- 
ana, presented  the  petition  of,  referred    -      55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...    4t)8 
read  a  second  time    .....    490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...    496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    498 
Deapard,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  the 

claim  of,  was  referred     ....    255 
the  committee  discharged  ....     694 
Destrahan,  Noel,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      55 
m  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read        •        -     501 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...     613 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed    -        -        -    616 
Detroit,  a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  com- 
missioners for  the  district  of,  &c,  read  -    603 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -    605 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 651 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    653 
m  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
annex  certain  lands  to  the  district  of,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....    617 
reported  without  amendment     ...    620 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    675 
m  bill  relating  to  Green  Bay  and  Prairie  du 
Chien,  in  the  district  of,  read  -        -    626 

read  a  second  time 628 

I>ickerson,  Mahlon,  of  New  Jersey,  attended  -  0 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -  493,  580 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  clothing  the 

Army,  Ac 608 

•peech  of,  on  the  bUl  to  regulate  the  tariff  -    656 


Page. 
Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 
memorial  of  merchants  and  ship-owners 
of  Boston,  praying  measures  to  counter- 
vail the,  Ac,  referred     -        ...      41 
Mr.  Sanford,  the  same,  from  the  New  York 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  referred  to  same      68 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  com- 
mittee for  the        .....      27 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  said  commit- 
tee were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
legal  provisions  are  necessary  to  accom- 
modate the  courts  in  said  Dbtrict  -        -      28 
a  bill  providing  for  the  accommodation  of 

the  circuit  court  in  the,  twice  read  -  33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  34 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution authorizing  a  delegate  from  the  -  551 
ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table  -  .  .  558 
taken  up,  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the 566 

adverse  report  thereon       ....    652 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    656 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
alter  the  times  of  the  sessions  of  the  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  of  the,  twice  read, 
and  referred  -        -        -        -        -        -    600 

reported  with  amendment         ...    675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     678 
District  Judges,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  the  Judiciary  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the    -        -    470 
a  bill  increasing  the  consumption  of  the, 

twice  read 557 

the  third  reading  lost  by  a  tie  vote  -  -  696 
reconsidered,  and  bill  laid  on  the  table  -  603 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  28 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  36 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...      39 

read  the  third  time 42 

third  reading  resumed,  and  bill  passed        -      56 
Dobson,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Logan  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred        ...    497 
Dobson,  Thomas,  and  Son,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred        ...     100 
committee  discharged        ....    675 
Documents,  a  bill  authorizing  the  transmission 

of  certain,  free  of  postage,  read  twice      -      20 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -      21 
Domestic  Manufactures,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 
the  petition  of  the  American  Society  of 
New  York  for  the  encouragement  of,  re- 
ferred     38 

Mr.  Lanman  presented  a  similar  one  from 

Connecticut,  referred     -        -        -        -      75 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  boot  and  shoemakers  of  New  York      78 
Mr.  Dickerson  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  sundry  citizens  of  Pennsylvania      •     119 
Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  petition 

from  citizens  of  Ohio     ....    237 
a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in, 

read 488 

read  a  second  time  ....    490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        -        -    611 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -613 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
with  amendments  ....    626 
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Domestic  Manufactures — continued.  Page, 

bill  agreed  to,  with  an  amendment  to  the 

amendments 674 

the  House  of  Representatives   and  Senate 

both  insist 685 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  New  Vork  relative  to  the 
protection  of,  read  ...         -     537 

Donnell,  John  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -         -     651 
Dougherty,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  oi^  referred         -         -         .         -     480 
adverse  report  thereon         ....     577 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         -     638 
Douglas,  Elisha,  Mr.  Miller  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 37 

(Sec  Char  lion  J  John.) 
Duane,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  making  a  certain  allowance  to         -     276 
that  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  the  War  Department     -         -     576 
Dudley,  Edward  B.,  and  John  M.  Vancleef,  Mr. 

Stokes  presented  the  petition  of,  referred       46 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  (including  Anthony 

S.  Delisle,)  read 118 

read  a  second  time 159 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         _     366 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -         -     370 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendment 566 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -         -     568 
Duelling,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  resolutions  con- 
cerning   597 

laid  on  the  table 636 

Dunn,  Sarah,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 159 

adverse  report  thereon       -         -         -         -     452 
Duplat,  Marc  Marie,  sen.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -         -         -     156 

adverse  report  thereon        -         -         -         -     432 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -     436 
Duponceau,  Peter  S.  and  others,  Mr.  Dickerson 

presented  the  memorial  of,  referred         -     119 
Duties,  a  bill  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
with  an  abstract  of  the  emoluments,  &c., 
of  officers  employed  in  the  collection  of, 

read 460 

Daverge,  Bartbelemy,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisi- 
ana presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -       55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        ...    453 

read  a  second  time 455 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    461 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    462 
E. 
Easton,  Rufus,  and  heirs  of  James  Bru£(  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 432 

committee  discharged        ....    575 
Eaton,  John  H.,  of  Tennessee,  attended  .        .        9 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill  ...    508 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers  in  the  Sem- 
inole war 526 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
on  the  appropriation  bill        •        -        -    588 
Edwards,  Ninian,  of  Illinois,  attended      -        -        9 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  to 
exclude  slavery,  &c       ....     i87 


Edwards,  Ninian— continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  of 
public  lands  ......     450 

on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale  or  forfeitore 
of  lands,  &c.         .....     465 

on  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
sales  of  public  lands      ....     48) 

on  the  military  appropriations    >         -     546,  556 
Electors  of  President  and  Vice  President,  Mr. 
Dickerson     submitted    a    resolation    to 
amend  the  Constitution  as  it  respects  the 
choice  of,  read        ....         -      22 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee of  five        .....      24 

reported  without  amendment     -         *        >       40 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •         .^        .         .     S33 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     278 
Elliot,  Jonathan.     (See  Law,  John,) 
Elliott,  John,  of  Georgia,  attended    ...        9 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  slavery  resola- 
tion         129 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  sufferers     523 
Ellis,  David,  and  others,,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         ....     602 
Engrossed  Bills,  appointment  of  committee  on       1 1 
Enrolled  Bills,  appointment  of  the  committee  on       10 
Equitable  Claims,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  prop- 
osition  that  authority  ought  to  be  given 
to  the  Treasury  Department  to  examine 

and  settle  all,  &c. 672 

Executive  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  appropriations  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies  in  appropriations  hereto- 
fore made  for  completing  the  Capitol  and 
President's  House  and  erecting  two  new    256 
read  a  first  time         .....    216 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -     S99 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     311 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     366 
Expenditure  and  Application  of  Monejf^  repoit 
of  the  Secretary  of  War  comprehending 
a  statement  of        -         -         -        -         .72 
a  similar  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy --73 

Expenditures  for  Contingencies,  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  War  of    -         -         -  -     157 

Extension  of  IMme,  on  public  lands,  Mr.  Noble 
presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislatnre 
of  Indiana,  praying  an,  referred      -         -     368 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi referred      .....     371 
Extra  Compensation,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  a 
resolution  directing  the  allowance  o(  to 
certain  officers  and  servants  of  the  Sen- 
ate, twice  read       .....     683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     690 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     691 

F. 

Farral,  Samuel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of -460 

Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  MV.  Pleasants  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  for  extension  and 
inclusion  therewith  of  the  Union  Bank, 
referred  -....-      27 

Finance,  appointment  of  the  standing  eottnil- 

teeof 26 

so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  f- 
ferred  to  said  committee        -        •        -       S9 
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Tinew,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  re- 
port from  the  Secretary  of  State  embraciDg 
a  list  of,  incurred  under  the  act  to  panish 
certain  crimes,  &^        ....    4g() 
Finnej,  Elkanab,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    592 
reported  without  amendment     -        .        -    604 
^     ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    649 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -        -        -    651 
Fire  Engines,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morril,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  the  acts  to 
purchases  had  been  executed  ...     689 
Flood,   Martha,  a  bill  from  the  House  for  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred      ...     592 
reported  without  amendment     ...    637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     678 
Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  a  bill 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the,  read         -        -        -        -      28 

read  a  second  time 56 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -       68 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...       74 
Poreign  Gold  Coins,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  reso- 
lution respecting    -        .        -        .        .     313 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  me- 
jDorial  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State  on 
the  subject  of,  both  referred   -        -        -    612 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  standing 

committee  of         -----      26 
Foreign  Ships  of  War  and  Privateers,  so  much 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  the  designa- 
tion of  particular  ports  for  the  admission 
of,  referred  to  the  Naval  Committee        -      29 
said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 

referred  to  that  of  Foreign  Relations       -       55 
m  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 
designating  the  porta  within  which,  shall 
be  permitted  to  enter,  read  twice    -        -    691 
read  Uie  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Porfeitare  of  Lands,  Mr.  Noble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  suspend  the  sale  or  -        -        -      32 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 34 

m  bill  further  to  suspend  the  sale  or,  read  -    417 
read  a  second  time   -        .        .        .        .    426 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    489 
Forging  Papers  or  Vouchers,  Mr.  Eaton  submit- 
ted a  resolution  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  inquire  whether  any  amend- 
ment is  necessary  in  the  criminal  code  to 
punish  persons  guilty  of       -        -        -      77 
agreed  to,  and  so  referred  -        -        -        -      78 
^orman,  William  Gordon.   (See  Hunt,  AbigaiL) 
^owler,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read      21 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -      25 
report  of  said  committee    -        -        -        -      38 
bill  recommitted        .....      46 
a  Tvport  recommending  refection,  read        -      78 
^rancia,jB.  de  la,  Mr. Brown  presented  tJ^e  peti- 
tion of,  referred     .....     524 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        .        .    593 
*r«nct%  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  legal 

representatives  of  Tench  Frandflt  read  -    ^34 

read  a  second  time 587 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        .    575 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  >        >        .    578 


Pege. 
Franking  Privilege,  Mr.  Wilson  submitted  a  res- 
olution ei  tending  the,  to  the  President 
pro  tern,  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives       ...    432 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Post  Office 
Committee    --....    436 
Fraser,  Angus  O.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Rcpresenutives  for  the  relief  of, 
read  twice,  and  referred         ...    qoo 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .     674 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .     675 
Freeman,  Theron,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         .         .        .        .     299 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    425 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    436 
French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Rcpresenutives  to  impose  a  new  ton- 
nage duty  on,  read  twice        ...     694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    69$ 
Frontiers  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Johnson,  of 
Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolution  relating 
to  the  protection  of  the  «...    605 
considered,  and  laid  on  the  table        -        -     616 
Furniture  of  the  old  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  Rob- 
erta submitted  a  resolution  directing  the 

sale  of  the 29 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Buildings      ------      32 


G. 


9 


Gaillard,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  attended 

election  of,  as  President  nro  tempore  -        -    236 
Gaillard,  Theodore.    (See  Bay,  Eiihu  HaiL) 
Galleries  of  the  Senate  Chamber,  Mr.  srtokes 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
eipediency  of  enlarging  the  -        -         -     532 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Commit  ce  on 
the  Public  Buildings     ....    534 
Gaudry  &  Dufaure,  the  memorial  of,  referred  to 

the  Finance  Committee         ...    432 
General  Post  Office,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  repairing  the  roof  of 
the,  &c,  read  twice       -        -        -       '-    692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     693 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -    690 
Georgia,   Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Judiciary  Committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  increasing 
the  salary  of  the  district  judge  for  the  dis- 
trict of  312 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committae  -    313 

the  President  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Legislature  of,  respecting  the  territory  in 

said  State  held  by  certain  Indian  tribes, 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Indian  Affairs 589 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  copy  of  an  act  of 
the  Legislature  oU  to  which  the  consent 
of  Congress  is  asked,  referred        •        -    431 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  the 

said  act,  read 488 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    585 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    594 
Georgetown,  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  memorial  of  the  inhabitanta  o^ 
praying  for  a  separate  court  west  of  Reek 
Creek,  were  discharged  ...    656 
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Ghent,  a  discussion  on  the  necessity  of  continu- 
ing the  office  of  Agent  of  the  Coramission- 
era  under  the  Treaty  of  -         -         -     673 

Giles,  Aquila,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -         -         -     312 
adverse  report  thereon       -         _         -         -     439 
Godfrey  Gabriel,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -----     234 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -         -         -     477 

read  a  second  time    -         -         -         -         -     480 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     492 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     495 

Goetz  and  Westphal,  Mr.  Roberta  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         _         .         -         -     430 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  the  heirs  of  Abra- 
ham Nippe,  read   -----     455 

read  a  second  time 459 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .         .         -         -     462 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -         -         -     467 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives, making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of,  for  the  year  1820,  read       -         -     52.') 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •         -     526 
reported  with  amendments         -         -         .     565 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     576 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  some 

of  the  amendments,  and  disagree  to  others     577 
the  Senate  receded  from  the  amendments 

disagreed  to 68U 

a  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Representatives,  in 

addition  to  the  above      -         -         -         -     687 
twice  read,  and  referred     -         -         -         -     689 
reported  without  amendment,  relid  the  third 
time,  and  passed    -----     696 
Grant,  Vincent,  Mr.  Sanfcrd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 36 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read       -         -         -         -     364 

read  a  second  time 369 

the  third  reading  negatived         ...     500 
Grant,  Herbert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .         -         .         -         -     547 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -     677 
considered  and  concurred  in       -        -        -     684 
Greene,  James,  &,  Co.,  Mr.  Wilson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         -       27 
Greer,  James,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred  to  War  Department      -         -     467 
Groen,  Peter  Manus,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wilson, 

had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers    -        -     577 
Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  -         -       55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read          .         .         -     620 
read  a  third  time       -         -        -         -        -     622 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           -         .         .     674 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed           -        -     675 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  sub- 
mitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  for  the  purchase 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  vessels  to  protect 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States  in  the    417 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee   426 

(See  Veaseh  of  War.) 
H. 
Hackley,  Richard  8.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives   for   the   relief  of,  twice 

read 692 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     696 


Haley,  Samuel,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -----     363 
(See  Isles  of  Shoals,) 
Hall,  Caleb  B.,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  referred      -         -         -       31 
Hall,  Margaret,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read  -         -     692 
indefinitely  postponed         -         .         .         .     695 
Hanson,  Alexander  C,  on  motion  of  Mr.  San-        • 
ford  it  was  resolved  to  wear  crape  the 
usual  time,  for  the  late,  a  member  of  the 

Senate 11 

Hardeman,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         .         -      35 
the  committee  discharged  ...         -     675 
Harding,  John,  and  Giles.    (See  NicholU^  Jokn.) 
Harpolc,  George,  and  Antoine  Brown,  Mr.  Ea- 
ton presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -    480 
the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         -    623 

leave  granted  to  withdraw  his  papers  -    628 

Hart,  Eli,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  ------      28 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -         -         -      3S 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -         -         .         -         -        -       34 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -       36 

Hart,  Robert,  and  others,  Mr.  Brown  presented 

the  memorial  of,  referred         -         -        -       55 
Hart,  Ephraim,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -         -         -         -         .     460 

adverse  report  thereon       .         -         -         -    488 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -         .         .    533 
Hawley,  Daniel,  the  President  commonicated 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -         -        -    119 

the  committee  discharged  -         -         -         .    67S 
Hayes,  James,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         .         -         .        -     480 
adverse  report  thereon        -         -        -        -     577 

Haynes,  David,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  present^ 

ed  the  petition  of,  referred      -       -        -       31 
Hazlehurst,  Robert.     (See  Ingraham,  Henry,) 
Heaps,  John,  a  bill  from   the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice 
read,  and  referred  -----    600 

reported  without  amendment     ...    611 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    663 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *         -    673 

Hendricks,  Harmon.     (See  Denion,  LUtU,  and 

Company.) 
Henly,  David,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        .        -        -         -      3$ 
a  bill  authorizing  payment  to,  for  certain 
muskets,  read         ....         -      73 

read  a  second  time    .....      79 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -         *         -      8! 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .         .      8S 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment      -        -        -         .661 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -         *    565 
Henrick,  the  Danish  brigantine,  a  message  trans- 
mitting sundry  papers  in  relation  to  the 
case  of,  referred   to  the   Committee  ai 
Foreign  Relations  ....      89 

Herington,  Elisha,  Mr.  Edwards  presented  the 

petition  of,  ref«*rred        ...        .    6S 

Herington,  Elisha,  and  others,    Mr.  Edwards 
presented  also  another  petition  of,  referred 
to  same 661 
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Hibbard,  Shnbael  P.,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....  480 
Hiffhtower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  38 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        •  76 

considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  79 
Hodge,  George.    (See  Barry^  Edward) 
Hodgson,  Rebecca,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  27 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        •  42 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  47 
Hooker,  Samuel  P.,  Mr.  Morrii  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  32 
adverse  report  thereon       ....  200 
report,  dec.,  recommitted   -        -        -        -  431 
m  further  unfavorable  report       ...  490 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -  494 
Honey,  Outerbridge,  of  Delaware,  attended       -  9 
reonarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill         -  644 
Hughes,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ---...  74 
reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  84 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  157 
rottd  the  third  time,  and  passed-        -        -  169 
Hunty  Abijah,  and  William  Gordon  Forman,  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  the  relief  oU  twice  read,  and  referred  600 
reported  with  amendments        ...  604 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  with  the  amend- 
ments    649 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  651 

Hunter,  William,  of  Rhode  Island,  attended     -  9 

remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill        -        -  521 

remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  the  Winters   •  607, 

.618 
Hooter,  Thomas,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  res- 
olution   instructing    the  Committee  of 
Claims  to  provide  for  settling  the  claims 

oi 85 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  said  committee  -  36 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read        ...  523 

read  a  second  time    .....  532 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -^       -  613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -616 

I. 

Illinois,  Mr.  Thomas  submitted  a  resolution,  in- 
structing the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
establishing  additional  districts  for  the  sale 
of  public  lands  in  the  8ute  of  -  •  76 
resolution  agreed  to,  and  referred  accord- 
ingly      78 

Importations,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New 
York,  recommending  the  continuance  of 
the  present  mode  of  collecting  duties  on, 
referred         -...-.      78 
Imports,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ......    649 

reported  with  amendments        ...    653 
postponed  till  next  session         ...    656 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  the  duties  on,  read      24 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        .        .      29 
reported  with  an  amendment     ...    100 


Imports  and  Tonnage — continued.  Page. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...     362 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    366 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  an  amendment,  nnd  concurred  in    -     600 
Indian  Affairs,  appointment  of  tho  standing  com- 
mittee on       ------      67 

Indian  Trade,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  instructing  the  said 
committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  system  of      -        -        -      80 
report  of  said  committee,  that  a  change  of 

the  system  is  inexpedient  ...  575 
considered,  and  concurred  in  •  -  -  595 
a  bill  for  the  better  regulation  of,  read        -    417 

read  a  second  time 429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •*        -    462 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing         461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  .  .  .  .  .^  467 
Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  certain 
township  of  land  in,  referred  -  •  •  31^ 
Indians,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  yearly  meeting  of 
Friends,  respecting  the  civilixation  of  the, 

referred 364 

Indulgence  Bill.     (See  Forfeiiure.) 
Ingraham,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred         -        -      88 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -     158 
considered,  and  concurred  in      •        -        -    SOO 
Inland  Frontier,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, directing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  to  be  prepared  a  plan  for  employing 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Army,  in 
making  an  accurate  survey  of  the  -        •    650 
referred  to  the  Military  Committee     •        •    656 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  annual  report 

of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on      -      29 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  read        •    597 
read  a  second  time    -        •        •        .        .    603 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....     648 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    653 
Invalid  Pensions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  revive   and  continue  in 
force,  for  one  year,  the  act  concerning, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  ...    696 
Irwin,  Alexander,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .....      78 
Isaac,  Robert.     (See  Remission  of  Duties.) 
Isles  of  Shoals,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  sundry  merchants,  and  others,  of 
Portsmouth,  New   Hampshire,    praying 
the  erection  of  a  lighthouse  on  the,  re- 
ferred     100 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house, dtc,,  read    -        -        .        .        -    488 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  -  590 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  594 
returned  fVom  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to  -  694 
a  bill  authorizing  the  repair  of  a  sea  wall  at 

the,  read 677 

read  a  second  time 684 

ordered  to  be  laid  on  the  table   ...    687 
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Jackson,  Major  General  Andrew,  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  pretenteJ  the  memorial  of,  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  on 
the  subject  of  the  Beminole  campaign, 
made  at  the  last  seMion,  laid  on  the  table 
ordered  to  be  printed        .... 

Jackson,  Sally,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    ------ 

committee  discharged        .... 

Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  pe* 
tition  of        -----        - 

committee  discharged        .... 

Jdiinson,  Henry,  of  Louisiana*  attended    - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  making  further  pro- 

yision  for  the  sale  of  public  lands 

Jolmson,  Richard  M.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  place  of  J.  J. 

Crittenden,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 

tialstdcc. 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  the 

Indian  trade %Z 

on  (be  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -        -        -    346 
on  his  resolutions  concerning  the  naTigation 

of  the  Ohio,  dec. 441 

OR  the  bill  making  further  provision  for  the 
aale  of  public  lands        .... 
on  his  resolution  for  giving  a  Delegate  to  the 
District  of  Columbia      .... 
remarks  of,  on  receding  from  an  amend- 
ment    -        -        -        -      •. 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army 
Jones,  George  W.,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred     ... 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatiTes  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred   -        - 

reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Jones,  Charles,  J.  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Jourdan,  B.  and  P.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
the  committee  discharged  ... 

Journals  of  the  Old  Convention,  4tc,  a  Message 
from  the  President  giving  the  informa- 
tion that  certain  copies  of  the,  which  had 
been  ordered  to  be  printed  were  deposited 
in  the  State  Department  subject  to  the 
order  of  Congress  .... 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  further  distribution  of 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ... 
reported  with  an  amendment    ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
another  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  distribution  of  certain  co- 
pies of  the,  twice  read,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  tune»  and  passed 
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Journals  of  the  Senate,  previous  to  the  jcar 
1814,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  tke  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  state  of  the,  &c. 
report  of  said  committee  .        .       -      - 
ordered  to  be  lud  on  the  table  - 
resolution  adopted  to  print  three  bnnM 
copies  of  the          - .      -        -       *      • 
Journals  and  State  Papers,  Mr.  RoberU  sobsut- 
ted  a  resolution  of  inquiry  whether  uy 
regulation  be  expedient  to  increase  tke 
number  of   copies    of,  hereafter  to  bi 
printed          -        -        •        '  .     "      " 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  committee 
report  of  said  committee  .        -       >      - 
considered  and  concurred  in     -       *      - 
Judicial  System,  a  bill  fiirther  to  extoB4  tki, 
read      -        -        -        -        -.      "      * 
read  a  aacond  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  aneadneBt    -       -     - 
a  bUl  further  to  anaend  the,  by  fecminf  m 
additional  circuit,  read  twice,  aodnCuNd 
reported  without  amendment    • 
indefinitely  postponed       -        -       -' 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  oowitt- 
tee  on  the 

K. 

Kausler,  W.  C,  Mr.  .Walkar  of  Georgia  pw 

aent«d  the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       .        -       -     • 
(See  Remtaewn  of  Dtttiee.) 
Kennedy,  Anthony,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .      •     • 
the  committee  discharged 
leave  to  withdraw  his  papers     - 
Kentucky  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Johoeoo, 

of  Kentucky,  submitted  a  resolatioi^ 

inquire  into  the  expediency  of  subwitaf 

to  the  stock  of  the  -        -      • .    " 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Conoiittie 

on  Roads  and  Canals     - 
Kermion,  Labedoyere  de,  Mr.  Johnson  of  1^ 

iana  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -       -     * 
read  a  second  time   -        -        -       -      * 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed    - 
Key,  Francis  S.,  and  others,  Mr.  Lloyd  preieiitod 

the  petition  of,  referred  -       -      " 

King,  William  R^  appo'mted  a  Senator^  ^ 

Legislature  of  Alabama,  produoed  t»   ^ 

credentials,  dtc  -  .  -  •  *  ^ 
lot  drawn  to  jerve  three  years  -  •  *  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  sale  of  public  laadi  m  ^ 
on  reconsidering  the  Bankrupt  bill  -  *  ^ 
on  the  general  Appropriation  bill  -  *  ^ 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Hosiei 
King,  Rufus,  appointed  by  the  Legislataie  «f 

New  York,  produced  his  o^dMtit^Mf^  ^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  themod^oi  ^ 

disposing  of  the  public  lands  •       -      ' 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  «»  «  ^ 

forfeiture  of  land  -  -  -  '  ^^  ^ 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Edwards  -  -  ;  '  j| 
on  the  bill  for  adjustment  of  land  dauaf  •  ^ 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -  '  '  i  Sfl 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  on  Ae  -""^ 
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King,  Rufas,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  allowing  a  Delegate  from  the  DistricI  of 

Columbia 666 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill      -     570,  573 

on  the  bill  reepecting  the  Diatrict  banka     •  645 

on  the  slave  trade  reaolutiona    -        •        -  698 
Konkopot,  Jacob,   and  others,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...  592 

reported  without  amendment    ...  599 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  647 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  649 
Krittman,  Joseph,  report  of  the   Secretary  of 

State  on  the  memorial  of       -        -        -  428 


Lagon,  Joseph,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
Land,  sold  an^  unsold,  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  TEeasury,  with  statements  of  the 
quantity  of,  in  certain  States  - 
Land  Claims,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  sereral 
acts  for  the  adjustment  of,  in  the  Sute  of 
Jjouisiana  and  Territory  of  Missouri,  read 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
amendments  considered,  and  adopted 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Irfund  Office,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Indiana  on  the 
subject  of  an  additional,  at  Brownstown, 
referred         .        .        -        - 
report  of  inexpediency 
considered,  and  concurred  in 
Lands,  purchased  of  Indians,  Mr.  Trimble  sub- 
mitted two  resolutions  of  inquiry  in  re 
lation  to  the  expenditures  for 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment      .... 

Languille,  Francis  D.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louii' 
iana  presented  the  petition  of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Lanman,  James,  of  Connecticut,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  bill 
on  the  Militaiy  appropriations  - 
OB  reconsidering  the  vote  on  the  Bankrupt 

bill 

Larkiaa,  Jamea,  Mr.  Daaa  preaented  the  peti' 
lion  o(  referred     ... 
adverse  report  thereon 
conaidired,  and  concurred  in 
X^anb,  Conrad,  a  bill  Irom  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of  the  legal  represent- 
atives of,  read  twiee,  and  rciBrred 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 

time,  and  passed 

Law,  Themas,  and  others,  Mr.  Hunter  preeented 

the  memorial  of,  referred       ... 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliot,  a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  for  relief  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred  .        .        . 

reported  without  amendment     .        .        • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Page. 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  amend  the  act  pro- 
viding for  the  publication  of  the,  in  news- 
papers -        - 545 

read  the  first  time     -        -        -        •        -    661 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    668 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    620 
amended,  and  again  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    675 
Leake,  Walter,  of  Mississippi,  attended    -        -        9 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion  to  ex- 
clude slavery  foom  MiMOuri  -        •        -196 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  appropriations    547 
on  hii  motion  to  reconsider  the  Ocean- 
steamer  bill 627 

Lefovre,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  LouiiiaQa  pre- 
eented the  petition  of,  referred        -        -      55 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    470 
report  reversed,  and  bill  ordered         •        -    478 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    479 

read  a  eecond  time 488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    492 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        •    496 

Leiper,  Thomas  and  others,  Mr.  Dtckerson  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of,  referred     .        .      73 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  another  of  the  same, 

referred  to  same  .....  157 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  ....  540 
read  a  eecond  time  .  •  .  .  •  561 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    620 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    623 

Library,  Mr.  Dickerson  submitted  a  resolution 
for  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee 
on  the,  read  twice  -        -        -        •       11 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      21 

appointment  of  the  committee  on  the  part 

of  the  Senate 22 

Limitation  of  periods  of  service,  Mr.  Dickerson 
/        submitted  a  resolution  concerning  the,  in 
case  of  officers  connected  with  the  collec- 
tion and  receipt  of  public  moneys  •        -      25 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee   28 

a  bill  for  the,  of  certain  officers  to  four  years, 

read 623 

read  a  second  time    .....    625 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    674 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     675 

Literary  Institutions,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  res- 
olution of  inquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  appropriating  lands  for  the  encourage- 
ment of,  within  the  old  States,  corres- 
ponding with  those  made  for  the  new  -  456 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Public  Lands 459 

Lloyd,  Edward,  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of 
Maryland,  produced  hb  credentials,  and 

was  qualified 36 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -      93 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Bank- 
rupt bill         541 

on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  in  domes- 
tic febrics      608 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentncky,  attended  -        -        9 

remarks  ot,  on  his  resolution  touching  the 

I  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes    -        -        -      44 
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Logaiii  William,  remarks  of — continued.  Page. 

on  his  resolution  concerning  the  Sedition 
law -         - 

speech  of,  on  his  Bank  resolution 

on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  -         -         - 

the  credentials  of,  communicated,  and  read 

remarks  of,  on  Military  Appropriation  bill 

on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 

Lord,  Archibald  U.,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred         -         -         -         - 

adverse  report  thereon        -         .         -         - 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -         -         - 

Lost  Military  Land  Warrants,   a  bill  from  the 

House  of  Representatives  supplementary 

to  the  act  providing  for  cases  of,  twice 

read,  and  referred  -         -         -         -         -     612 

reported  without  amendment     -         -         -     622 

indefinitely  postponed       .         .         -         -     654 
Loud,  Eliphalet,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  State 

report  of  that  officer  thereon  -  -  - 
Louisiana,  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  with  a  copy  of 
a  special  report  of  the  Register  and  Re- 
ceiver of  the  eastern  district  of  the  State 
of,  read 

Mr.  Johnson  submitted  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  providing  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Surveyor  General  for 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Public  Lands 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of,  praying  a  grant  of  certain 
lands,  referred 

Mr.  J.  also  presented  another  memorial  of 
the  pame,  relating  to  land  titles  in  the 
State  of 

a  bill  to  appropriate  apartments  in  the  new 
custom-house  at  New  Orleans  for  the  use 
of  the  District  Court  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

a  bill  to  regulate  the  fees  of  the  Clerk  and 
Marshal  of  the  District  Court  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson 
the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu 
factures  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  port  of 
entry  at        -        -        -        -        - 
Love,  George,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred    -        -        -        -        - 

adverse  report  thereon       -        .        . 

considered,  and  concurred  in     • 
Low,  Andrew,  and  Co.,  Mr.  Elliott  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        - 

adverse  report  thereon       ... 
Lowrie,  Walter,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  restriction  of  slavery  in 
Missouri        -        -        -        -        - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  fale 
of  public  lands        .... 

on  the  bills  respecting  forfeiture 
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Lucas,  Fielding,  Jr.     (See  Biortn^  Johtiy  itc) 

Lyon,  Matthew,  the  President  communicated  ihe 

memorial  of  -         -        -        -       -      - 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Logan  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  of  Claims 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time     -        -        -       -       - 

Mr.  Barbour  submitted  sundry  resolotioni 
touching  the  case  of       -        -       .      . 
(See  Sedition  Law  ) 
M. 
Macarty,  E.,  the  heirs  of.  (See  Destrahan,  NoeL) 
Mace,  Abraham,  the  committee  to  whom  the  pe* 
tition   of,  was  referred,  were  discharged 
from  the  consideration  thereof 
Macomb,  Sarah,  Mr.  Ruggles  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred   -         .        -       •      - 
the  committee  discharged  -        -       -      • 
Macon,  Nathaniel,  of  North  Carolina,  attended 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  • 
on  Mr.  Roberts's  motion     .        -       -      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  public  land 
sales      -         -         -         .... 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill  .... 

on  the  military  appropriations    - 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill     - 

on  the  bill  respecting  the  District  banks   • 

Maine,  Mr.  Mellcn  presented  the  petition  of  the 

people  of  the  District  of,  praying  admii- 

sion  into  the  Union,  referred  -       -      • 

a  bill  establishing  a  circuit  court  for  the  Dii> 

trict  of,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       -      • 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     - 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representativef 

with  amendments,  and  concurred  in 
a  bill  declaring  the  admission  of  the  State 

of,  into  the  Union,  read 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     ' 
reported  with  an  amendment    -      - 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representttini,  of 
the  same  tenor      -         -        -       •      * 
twice  read,   and  referred  to  the  Jodidiiy 
Committee    -        -         -        -       •      " 

reported   with  an   amendment,  incloding 
Missouri        -        -        -        -       *      " 

the  said  amendment  debated,  and  carried  • 
Maine   and  Missouri,   Mr.   Thomas  offered  an 
amendment  to  the  Missouri  branch  of  the 
bill,  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  latitade 
36°  30"  excepting  within  the  limitf  of 
said  proposed  State         .        -       •       - 
Mr.  T.  withdrew  said  amendment  andmoved 

a  new  section,  to  the  bill 
which  new  section  was  adopted 
the  bill  thus  amended,  and  farther  amended 
in  its  title,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed  -        -        -         -        -       -       • 

the  House  of  Representatives  refused  to  re- 
ceive the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
the  Senate  refused  to  recede  from  the  Mis- 
souri amendment  -        -        -       -      ' 

the  House  of  Representatives  insist,  and  a 

conference  is  agreed  upon 
report  of  disagreement  in  the  coDforence, 
and  a  further  conference  agreed  upon    - 
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Maine  and  Missouri — continued.  Page. 

the  second  report  of  the  conference  agreed 

to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  notify  the 

same  to  the  House  of  Representatives    • 

Mallory,  Charles  K.,  and  others,  Mr  Barbour 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred   - 
Manufactures,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and 

March,  William,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred    -        -        -        -        - 
report  of  the  Secretary  oi  War  thereon 
Mayfield,  George,    Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred        .... 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        - 
considered,  and  concurred  in      - 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  further 
to  regulate  the,  read      .... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Meeteer,  Samuel,  and  W.,  Mr.  Lloyd  presented 
the  memorial  of,  referred        ... 
Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 

reported  without  amendment  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mellen,  Prentiss,  of  Massachusetts,  attended  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  - 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts,  restricting 
slavery  --.---- 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill  -        -        -      611,529 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Hunter  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
praying  repayment  of  certain  stamp  du- 
ties, referred  ..... 
a  bill  for  relief  of  the,  read         ... 

read  a  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Merrill,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 
referred         ---... 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Message,  the  President's  Annual      ... 

r^erence  of  the,  to  various  committees 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  to  cause  to  be  printed  the 
laws  of  the,  read    -        -        -        -        - 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Military  Affairs,  appointment  of  the  standing 
committee  on         ..... 
Military  Service,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives making  partial  appropriation 
ibr  the,  for  the  current  year,  read   • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -        - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  of 
the  same  title,  read        .... 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred     • 
16th  Coif.  l8t  Se88.— B 
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Military  Service — continued.  Page, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the  year 
1820,  read  twice,  and  referred        -        -     534 
reported  with  amendments,  and  debated    -     545 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  sundry  documents 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to  the 548 

bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  557 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  558 
the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to  the 

amendments  .....     577 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference  ...  589 
to    which   the   House   of  Representatives 

agree -        -    590 

the  managers  report  a  non-agreement        -    594 
on  consideration,  the  Senate  agreed  to  re- 
cede       599 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowrie,  a  committee  was 
sppointed  to  request  of  the  President  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate,  at  the 
next  session,  certain  information  relating 

to  the 696 

Militia,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

on  the 26 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 

annual  abstract  of  the    ....    558 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
establish  a  uniform  mode  of  disciplining 
the,  twice  read,  and  referred  ...     626 
reported  without  amendment    .        .        -    643 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    684 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    687 

Miller,  Christopher,  Mr.  Jolinson  presented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky 
in  behalf  of,  referred      -        -        -        -      74 
committee  discharged        -        -        -        -     16& 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        •    59^ 
reported  without  amendment    ...    597 

laid  on  the  table 641 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    644 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -    648 
Miller,  George.    (See  Converse,  Daniel) 
Milne,  Alexander,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        •      55 
a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  twice  read        •        -    497 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    602 
Mint,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

with  a  report  of  the        -        •        -        -      41 
a  Message  from  Uie  President,  transmitting 
the  annual  report  of  the  Director  of  the  •    491 
Mississippi,  Mr.  Williams  ofifered  a  resolution  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering 
the  time  for  holding  the  district  court  in    499 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee    ......    601 

Mississippi  Stock,  Mr.  Otis  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion in  relation  to  the    -        -        -        -    318 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee -.--.--    860 
Missouri  Territory,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,  praying  to 
be  admitted  into  the  Union,  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  Committee        ...      42 
a  copy  of  the  memorial     •        •        -        •      43 
a  motion  to  amend  the  Maine  bill  by  adding 
Missouri  thereto    .....      73 
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Mhmonn  Territory— continaed.  Page. 

debtte  on  the  eaid  motion  -        -        -      85 

the  motion  carried 424 

(See  Maine  and  Missouri.) 

Mr.  Roberts  moyed  to  insert  a  clause  re- 
stricting slaTery 85 

the  question  on  the  motion  taken,  and  neg- 
atived    369 

Mr.  Burrill  moTed  to  amend  the  bill  bj  in- 
serting the  articles  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787 360 

the  motion  withdrawn  for  a  substitute  ofiered 
bj  Mr.  Thomas 803 

the  substitute  withdrawn  ....    367 

a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tiTcs,  with  the  bill  to  enable  the  people 
of;  to  form  a  State  constitution,  6cc^  read 
twice 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments    

Moneys  transferred,  report  irom  (he  SecreUry  of 
War,  with  a  statement  of      .        .        . 
Montpelier.    (See  DanviUe.) 
MorrU,  David  L.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  . 

en  Mr.  Roberto's  motion  respecting  slavery 

in  reply  to  Messrs.  Logan,  Macon,  and 
others 

on  the  military  aj^opriations    ... 

on  his  duelling  resolution  -        .        .        . 

Mortimer,  Benjamin,  Mr.Lanman  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .... 

adverse  report  thereon       .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in     *        -        . 
Mullin,  John  W.,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  .....    565 
Muskets.     (See  Henley,  David.) 
McCormick,  Alexander,  Mr.  Roberto  presented 
the  petition  of,  referred  .... 

adverse  report  thereon       .... 

considered,  and  concurred  in      -        .        . 
McDonald,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  for  relief  of,  read  . 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 

McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry,  and 

Beley  Cheney^  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representativea  for  retief  oi;  read  twice, 

and  referred 

reported  without  amendment    ... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
McHenry,  James.    (See  Remission  of  DtOies,) 
McNair,  Matthew,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

read  the  second  time 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  . 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
McNeil,  Joseph,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon 

report  reversed,  and  a  bill  ordered 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  titne    . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
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Natchez,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  taboit- 
ted  a  resolution  respecting  a  road  fTOiD,to 
St.  Stephens,  in  Alabama 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Post  Offices,  dec 

National  Industry,  Mr.  Dickersen  presented  a 
memorial  of  a  convention  of  the  frieadi 
of,  in  New  Jersey,  referred  - 
National  Road,  Mr.  Edwards  communicated  t 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Dlinoii,  in 
relation  to  the,  referred  .... 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  a  similar  resohitioD 
from  that  of  Ohio 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Ci- 
nals 

Mr.  Noble  presented  a  memorial  of  the  L^ 
gisbture  of  Indiana  praying  a  oouliiiii- 
tion  of  the,  referred  to  same   - 

a  Message  from  the  President,  traoisuttiof 

the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trm- 

ury  of  the  annual  expenditures  on  tbe  • 

Naval  Affiiirs,  appointment  of  the  standing  coo- 

mittee  on 

Naval  Service,  a  report  from  the  SccreUiy  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  rules,  Ac,  for  the, 

referred  to  the  above  committee     • 

Mr.  Pleasanto  submitted  a  resolution  Instract- 

ing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  the 

assistance  of  the  Navy  Commisjiionen,  to 

revise  the  rules,  dec,  for  the,  and  report 

at  the  next  session         .... 

considered,  and  agreed  to  >        -       -      • 

Navigation,  Mr.  King  of  New  York  sabmitted  i 

resolution  relating  to      -        .       .      • 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  SeU* 

tions 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  concenuoft 
twice  read     .        .        -        .     ,  •     • 
copy  of  the  bill  in  full        .        .      •     - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -      •     ' 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  • 
Navy,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepreeenUtin* 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  appiopnft- 
tions  for  the  year  1819,  read  -      -     * 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .       -      -     * 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
report  of  the  Secretary  on  the  cootiofefli 
expenses  of  the      ....     * 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representttivei 
making  appropriations  for  the  f  apport  of 
the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment    - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  CommiwiM- 
ers  of  the,  read      .        .       .       -      • 
Neutrality,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  rslttti  to 
violations  of  our,  was  rsfeired  to  tiieio- 
diciary  Committee         .       .      •     - 
the  committee  discharged .       -      -     ' 
Nevill,  Joshua,  Mr.  Smith  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     ...      -     * 
adverse  report  thereon        -       -      "     ' 
considered  and  concurred  in     -      '     ' 
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New  Orleans,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Lou- 
isiana, the  report  of  the  commissioner  to 
assess  the   damages  occasioned   by  the 
troops  in  the  neighborhood  of,   was  or- 
dered to  be  printed          ....    426 
New  York  Hospital,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of  the  governors  of  the,  relating 
to  their  relief  of  seamen,  dec,  referred    -      84 
Kewsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Robb, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
for  relief  of,  twice  read  ....    692 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .    686 
Newaon,  Robert,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 443 

adverse  report  thereon      ....    456 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -    459 
ilifewspapers,  the  usual  resolution  passed  to  fur- 
nish, to  members 10 

iVewton,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  pre- 
sented the  petition  ef,  referred        -        -      37 
NichoUsi  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred 56 

advsrae  report  thereon  -  -  -  .  256 
read  and  concurred  in  -  -  .  .  299 
vote  reconsidered,  and  petition  recommitted  312 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  and  others,  read        -    367 

read  a  second  time 369 

blank  in  the  bill  filled  -  -  -  .  489 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    490 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    495 
Nippes,  Anna  Maria*  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts 

presented  the  petition  of        *        .        ,    454 
(See  Goetz  4"  Westphal.) 
Noble;,  JamAs,  of  Indiana,  attended  .        .        9 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  the 

Western  Road  fund        ....    463 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  suspend  the  sale 

or  forfeiture  of  land       ....    475 
on  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  public  lands    485 
ZCorth  Carolina,  Mr.  Stokes  communicated  cer- 
tain acts  of  the  Slate  o^  to  which  the  as- 
sent of  Congress  was  asked,  referred       -    430 
a  bill  declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
certain  acts  of  the  Sute  of,  read     -        .    524 

read  a  second  time 532 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        -        -     613 
nad  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        .    613 
a  bill  tu  provide  for  the  expense  of  survey- 
ing part  of  the  coast  of,  read   .        .        -    595 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading ^06 

O. 

O'fiannon,  James,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  -  -  -  -  41 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -  -  -  256 
read  a  second  time  ....  277 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  863 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  366 
O'Brien,  Richard,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 299 

a  bill  authoriaing  a  settlement  of  the  ac- 
counts o^  read 540 

read  a  second  time 551 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        .        .  614  [ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  617 
retomed  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  araendmeots 693 

oonaidered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -  694 


Page. 
Occupants  of  Lands,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
submitted  a  resolution  relative  to  the  pro- 
tection of,  dec        .....    266 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 276 

Ocean  Steamship  Company,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the,  referred        -    496 
a  bill  granting  certain  privileges  to  the,  read    634 

read  a  second  time 537 

a  third  reading  negatived  ....    623 

the  vote  reconsidered         ....    627 

the  bill  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......    628 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    628 
O'Conner,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        .    256 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         ...    369 

read  a  second  time 371 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        -        -    431 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    436 
Officers  of  the  Senate,  ei^ht  rooms  in  the  north 
wing  of  the  Capitol  were  ordered  to  be 
labelled  and  furnished  for  the  use  of  com- 
mittees and   ---...      33 
Ogden,  Thomas  Ludlow,  Mr.  Sanford  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        .        .    430 
abillfor  the  relief  of,  read  ...    496 

read  a  second  time 490 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    620 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...    623 
Ogden,  Abraham  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  Alaba- 
ma presented  the  petition  of,  referred      -    439 
Ohio,  Mr.  Ruggles  submitted  a  resolution  to  alter 
the  place  of  holding  the  United  States 
courts  in        ......    379 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee   388 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  al- 
tering the  place  of  hold^ing  said  courts, 
from  Chillicothe  to  Columbus,  read         •    439 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        .        .    443 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ....    460 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  •        •    462 

Mr.  Trimble  presented  certain  resolutions 
of  the  Legislature  of,  respecting  the  appli- 
cation   of   an  appropriation    heretofore 
made,  for  a  certain  road,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Roads  and  Canab    -        -    477 
a  message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  show- 
ing the  execution  of  the  act  respecting  the 
north  and  west  boundaries      ...    480 
Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution  inquir- 
ing of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
quantity  of  land  sold  in,  dec  -        .        .    494 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaury 

in  reply 523 

Ohio  River,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  submitted 
a  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  expedien- 
cy of  appropriating  forty  thousand  dollars 
to  improve  the  navigation  of  the      -        •    437 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Roads  and  Canals    ....    442 
the  President  communicated  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  a  naviga- 
ble communication  between  Lake  Erie 
and  the,  referred 487 
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Oilstones,  Mr.  Palmer  submitted  a  resolution 
concerning  the  importation  of  the  mate- 
rial from  which,  are  manu&ctured,  free 

of  duty 35 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  proper  com- 
mittee             35 

Orphans'  Courts  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  the 
memorial  of  the  judges  of  the,  was  referred 

to  the  Judiciary  Committee    .        -        •  425 
a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of  the  judges 

of  the,  read 469 

read  a  second  time    .....  473 

blanks  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  597 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        *  601 

Otis,  H.  Gray,  of  Massachusetts,  attended        •  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  108 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Logan        -        -        •        -  116 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinkney    .        -        -        -  237 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 

lands 462,  481 

on  the  Bankrupt  Bill         ....  559 

on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  same         -  563 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  District  banks  644 

speech  of,  on  the  Tariff    ....  666 

P. 
Palmer,  William  A.,  of  Vermont,  attended        -        9 
Pancost,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice  and 

referred 692 

the  committee  recommend  its  rejection      •    662 
indefinitely  postponed        ....     679 
Paper,  Mr.'  Lowrie  presented   the   petition  of 
sundy  printers  and  booksellers,  praying 
that  an  additional  duty  may  be  imposed 

on,  referred 599 

Pi|>ennakers,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  memo, 
rial  of  the  Society  of,  praying  additional 
protection,  Ac.,  referred         -        -        -     166 
Parish,  Jasper,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 26 

adTorse  report  thereon       -        ...      40 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -      41 
Parrott,  John  F.,  of  New  Hampshire,  attended        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation 

biU 671,  573 

on  the  Navigation  bill  ....  686 
Paacagoula,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of,  praying  that  a  port  of  entry  may  be 
establiriied  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  re- 
ferred       -      34 

Mr.  W.  also  communicated  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  the 
same  effect,  referred  to  the  same    -        -    466 
Pittterson,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
Patterson,  William,  and  Sons,  and  others,  Mr. 

Pinkney  presented  the  petition  of,  referred    520 
Paymasters  of  the  Army,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 

the,  read 547 

read  a  second  time 558 

referred  to  the  Military  Committee    .        -    622 
reported  without  amendment    ...    626 

laid  on  the  uble 673 

Pearl  River,  Mr.  Williams  presented  the  memo, 
rial  of  the  Legislature  af  Mississippi,  pray- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  port  of  entry 
at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of,  referred  .        •      34 


Pearl  River— continued. 

Mr.  W.  presented  a  similar  memorial 


Pafb 

a  bill  to  establish  the  district  of,  read  •      •  494 

read  a  second  time (97 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -  611 

Pellet,  J.,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -       >      •    63 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -       -      •  491 

read  a  second  time 479 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       •      -  473 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -      •  478 
Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petitioo 
of  the  district  and  circuit  judges,  &c  U^ 
praying  a  change  in  the  time  of  boldiag 
the  courts  in  the  western  district  o4  n- 
ferred     -        -        -        -        - 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read    .        .       •      • 
read  a  second  time    .        •        •       .      - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  Represenlativii, 

with  an  amendment,  and  agreed  to 
Mr.  Lowrie  presented  certain  resolaUoos  of 
the  Legislature  of,  relating  to  a  propoMd 
amendment  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  rt- 
spects  the  power  of  Congress  to  esttbliib 
banks,  read    .--.-• 
Pensions,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  motion  that 
the  Committee  of,  be  instructed  to  inqoire 
into  the  expediency  of  reviving  the  act  of 
1806,  providing  for  persons  disabled  bj 
known  wounds  received,  dbc 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly    - 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  ioexpedieot 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -       *      * 
appointment  of  the  standing  committee  of  • 
Peoria,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  inhabiUnU  of;  retd 
read  a  second  time    -        ...» 
laid  on  the  table       -        '        '       '     ' 
taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reidiof  * 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasted      -     * 
Pepper,  Michael,  Mr.  Lanman  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred  -         -        -       •     " 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -       -      * 
considered,  and  concurred  in    -       *      ' 
Perkins,  8.  G.,  and  others,  Mr.  Otis  presented 
the  petition  o^  referred 
the  committee  discharged 
Perry,  William.    (See  Bamelt,  Mark.) 
Perry,  Hardy.    (See  McGrtw,  John.) 
Petit,  Peter.    (See  Cavaiier,  Anthony) 
Philadelphia,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  meoo; 
rial   of  the   Chamber  of  Commerce  of, 
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which  was  read    -        -        -       -      " 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
Piatt,  John  H.,  the  petition  of,  was  referred     • 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time   -        .        -       -      * 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee  - 
report  of  facts  by  said  committee 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       -       '      * 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Pinkney,  William,  of  Maryland,  appomted  by 
the  Legislature  in  place  of  A.  0.  HsBeea, 
deceased,  produced  bis  credentials,  «J  " 
speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missoen Ml' 
speech  of,  on  the  Bankrupt  law 


Digitized  by 


Google 


ZXXV]1 


INDEX. 


XXXVIU 


Stnalte  Proottd4mgs  amd  Debates, 


Page. 


677 
604 
638 
641 


Piracy^  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  act  to  pro- 
tect the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  punish,  read  twice,  and  referred  - 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 

with  amendments  -        -        -        -        .    689 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    694 
Piracy  and  other  Crimes,  a  bill  concerning,  read    499 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        -    60S 
reported  without  amendment    ...    667 
Piacataquog,  Mr.  Morril  submitted  a  resolution 
.  relating  to  a  change  of  the  post  route  be- 
tween DunsUble  and    -        -        -        -    368 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Post  Offices,  dec. 369 

Flantou,  Julie,  the  President  communicated  a 
letter    ^om,  respecting  her    allegorical 
painting  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  referred 
the  committee  discharged  -        .        -        . 
Plaster  of  Paris,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  importation  of  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Foreign  Relations 
Pleasants,  James,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  in  place  of  John 
W.  Eppes,  produced  his  credentials,  dec. 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  suffer- 
ers in  the  Seminole  war         ... 
Post,  the  ReT.  Reuben,  election  of,  a  Chaplain 
to  the  Senate        ..... 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  bill  in  addition  to 
the  act  regulating  the,  read   - 
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read  a  second  time   -        .        -        .        •    448 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    460 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    462 

Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  the 

standing  Committee  on         -        -        - 

Poet  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain, 

twice  read,  and  referred         ... 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  te 

a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
^  Potter,  Joseph,  Mr.  Sanferd  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred     -        .        .        .        - 
adverse  report  thereon       .... 
considereo,  and  concurred  in    - 
Potter,  John,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

oi;  referred 620 

the  committee  discharged  ....    676 
Pk«£mption,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  pray- 
ing that  the  right  of,  may  be  extended  to 
certain  settlers  in  that  State,  referred 
the  President  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Ohio,  respecting  the  right 
of,  in  certain  sections,  referred 
a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  certain  cases, 
to  the  State  of  Ohio,  read      ... 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  with  amendments        ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        . 
Tead  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
PreMnts  from  foreign  States,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  RepresenutiTes  to  prevent  the 
eommanders  or  other  officers  of  the  Navy 
from  accepting,  read  twice^  and  referred  - 


Presents  from  foreign  States — continued.  Page, 

reported  without  amendment     ...    672 
recommitted      ......    689 

reported  again   without  amendment,   and 
laid  on  the  table    ..... 

President  of  the  United  States,  a  joint  commit- 
tee appointed  to  wait  on  the,  dec.   - 
the  annual  Message  of  the        ... 
three  thousand  copies  ordered  to  be  printed 
reference  of  the  Message  to  yarious  com- 
mittees ....... 

Provost,  Solomon,   Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiana 
presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 

Public  Buildings,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Roberts  a 

committee  was  appointed  on  the  subject 

of  the  -        - 26 

report  of  said  committee  -        •        -        -      28 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the, 
read,  and  referred  .....      39 
Public    Lands,  appointment    of  the   standing 

Committee  on 26 

Mr.  Leake  submitted  a  resolution  in  rela- 
tion to  the 27 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands         -----      32 
a  bill  making  further  provision  for  the  sale 

of  the,  read 78 

read  a  second  time 81 

(See  Sale  of  PubHe  Lande.) 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  purchasers  of 

the,  read 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 
reported  without  amendment     ... 
PurchiuMrs  of  Public  Lands,  Mr.  Trimble  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
of  Ohio,  for  the  relief  of  certain,  read 
Purdy,  Robert,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the  petition 

o^  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read         ... 

read  a  second  time 448 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...    460 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        -    462 
Putney,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Macon  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 82 
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adverse  report  thereon 
considered  and  concurred  in 

Q. 


40 
46 


Quartering  Soldiers,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  the,  during  war,  dec  - 
agreed  to,  and  referred   to  the  Judiciary 

Committee 

the  committee  ducharged  ... 

Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  respecting  a 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     (See  Newsom,  Joshua,) 
Ramage,  Lieutenant,  Mr.  Pleasants  communi- 
cated a  plan  suggested  by,  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce,  dbc,  read,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed         .... 
Randall,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 

IRear  Admiral,  bill  establishing  the  grade  of,  read  667 
read  a  second  time 661 
laid  on  the  table 620 
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626 
646 
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Redemption  of  Land,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  extending  the  time  al- 
lo7/ed  for  the,  sold  for  taxes,  twice  read, 

and  referred 617 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     637 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           -        -         -     675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -         -     678 
Reed,  John,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 480 

Rcgnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 592 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -     594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -         -     641 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -         -     644 

Remission  of  Duties,  report  of  the  Committee  of 

Finance  on  sundry  petitions  for  a  -     432 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  report,  being 
adverse,  was  recommitted       -         -         -     453 
Remsen,  Henry,  and  others,  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  presented  the  petition  of,  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury         -        -     439 
report  thereon  from  that  officer  -        -        -     471 
Reservation  of  certain  Public  Lands,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  amend 
the  act  making,  for  naval  purposes,  read 

twice 691 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     696 

Restitution  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana, 
submitted  a  resolution  requesting  of  the 
President  information  in  relation  to  the 
execution  of  the  treaty  with  Great  Brit- 
ain as  it  concerns  the  -  -  -  -  312 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  the  resolution  -  -  -  -  314 
Rerenue  System,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  the,  referred  -  -  -  -  488 
Revolutionary  War,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted 
a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  of 
Pensions,  &c.,  to  inquire  whether  any 
amendment  be  necessary  in  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  engaged  in  the  land 
and  naval  service  of  the   United  SUtea 

during  the 1^ 

agreed  to,  and  so  referred  -        .".*'' 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreeenlatives  m 
addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  during  the  -        -        -        "     ^66 

twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  '  r^ 
reported  with  an  amendment  "  '  "  *^°° 
amendment  disagreed  to,  «nd  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        "     ^T, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -     b4l 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  act  xn  ad- 
dition to  the  act  to  provide  for,  &c.,  read    685 

read  a  second  time 686 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        -        -    ob» 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in,  read        -        -        -    691 
read  a  iccond  time,  and  referred         -        -    ^^* 
biee,  Henry,  Mr.  Mellen  presented  the  pcUtion 

of,  referred  to  the  Finance  CommHtee    -      26 


Pile. 


pro- 


Rice,  Henry  G.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 
of,  referred     -         -•---. 
Richards,  Mark,  Mr.Tichenor  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    - 
laid  on  the  table 
Rimoe,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Louisiani 

sen  ted  the  petition  o^  read 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a Kt- 

olution   to   appoint  a  standing  eomnit- 

tee  of    -        -        -        -        -       - 

agreed  to,  and  the  committee  appointed 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  e 
missioners  to  lay  out  the,  therein  o 
tioned,  read  -        -         .        -       - 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -       - 

recommitted  with  instructions   - 
reported  with  amendments 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtiTM 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to   - 
Roberts,  Jonathan,  of  Pennsylvania,  attended 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Logan's  Bank  resolution 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  to  the  Mtine 

bill M 

on  his  motion  to  exclude  slavery  from  Ifr 

souri 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour  and  others    - 
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remarks  of,  on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  869 


on  the  claim  of  the  Winters 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -       -      • 
Roberts,  Charles.     (See  Bay,  J.  H.) 

Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  from  the  House ofRtp- 

resentatives  to  authorize  the  sale  of  a  put 

of  the  glebe  land  belonging  to,  read  twice, 

and  referred  -         -        -       •      - 

committee  recommend  rejection 

Rodriguez,  John,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lottiii«n*P»" 

sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice       -      " 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      * 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  Mr.  Johnson  ofLwj 

isiana  presented  the  petition  of,  refenw 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read         -       ■      ' 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  twrd 

reading  -         -         -        -       -      - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 

Ruggles,  Benjamin,  of  Ohio,  attended     -      ' 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  Ml  • 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  the  •*!•« 

forfeiture  of  land   -        -        -       -      * 

on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  poNic 
lands    -        -        -        -        -       "      ' 

Rules  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  King,  of  New  Tork,nib- 
mitted  an  amendment  to  the,  respectiBg 
the  admission  of  persons  on  the  floor 
consideration  mdefinitely  postponed  - 
Mr.  Burrill  submitted  an  addition  to  tho elev- 
enth of  the    -        -        -        -       "      " 

laid  on  the  table       -        -       -       "      " 
Mr.  Barbour  also  submitted  an 
to  the  - 
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Sale  of  Public  Laadt,  Mr.  Noble  preeented  a 
memorial  of  the  Legtelatare  of  Indiana, 
praying  that  no  law  may  be  pasted  chang- 
ing the  terms  of,  referred       ...    360 
a  bill  changing  the  mode  of,  (abolishing 

credit,)  read -    444 

read  a  second  time,  end  ordered  to  a  third 

reading         -        -        - .      -        »        -    487 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  res- 
olntion  of  the  Legislatore  of  that  State, 
deprecating  any  change  in  the  mode  of  -    467 
Sales,  Mr.  Lowrie  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  a  duty  may  be  laid  on  all,  except 
sherifib',  referred  .....    599 
Sanford,  Nathan,  of  New  York,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Military  Serrice  bill      -    646 
Savannah  Poorhoose  and  Hospital,  Mr.  Elliot 
presented  the  petition  of  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the,  referred      -        -        -        -    311 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain  suflerers  by  the 

fire  at,  read 479 

read  a  second  time 488 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  '  -  666 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  668 
returned  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTos 

with  amendments  .....    686 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    686 
Schools  in  Indiana,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of  that  State, 
respecting  the  location  of  certain  lands  for 

the  use  of 430 

Schoonmaker,  Ck)rnelia,  the  petition  of,  referred    160 
adverse  report  thereon       ....     299 
considered,  and  concurred  in     -        -        -    312 
leave  granted  to  withdraw  papers       -        -    677 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  a  joint  reso- 
lution from  the  House  of  Representatives 
to  authorise  the  publicatton  of  part  of  the, 

read 490 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  494 
reported  witboat  amendment  ...  68S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  613 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  616 
Sedgwick,  Maine,  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  a  res- 
olution respecting  a  road  from,  to  Deer 

Isle 266 

agreed  to,  and  referred      ....    276 
Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Logan  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion of  inquiry  concerning  fines,  dec,  un- 
der the         48 

agreed  to,  and  reierred  to  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee .--.-..66 
Seizures,  dbc,  Mr.Bnrrili  submitted  a  resolution 
requesting  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  copies  of  a  correspondence  on  the 
subject  of,  made  under  the  authority  of 
Sweden  or  France  ....  526 
agreed  to,  and  committee  appointed  to  pre- 

•entit 682 

SoDinoIe  War,  Mr.  Eaton  submitted  a  resolution 

in  relation  to  the  suflerers  in  the  late  *-  23 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  24 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  oflkers,  dec,  engaged 

in  the>  read 299 

read  a  second  time 312 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  479 
read  the  third  time,  and  ptseed  ^        .        .    627 


Page. 
Senate,  list  of  members  present  at  the  opening 

of  the 9 

adjournment  of  the 790 

Servis,  William  G.,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  re»- 
olution  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
placing  on  the  pension  list  the  name  of  .      36 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Pension  Com- 
mittee   3g 

adverse  report  thereon       -        -        .        .    3^9 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        .        .    371 
Shackerley,  Harriet,  Sarah,  and  Mary,  Mr.  King 
of  New  York  presented  the  petition  of, 
referred         --....    45^ 
adverse  report  thereon        -        -        .        .    539 
report  laid  on  the  table      ....    559 
Shallus,  Elizabeth.     (See  Wile,  Conrad,) 
Shapley,  Catharine,  Mr.  Parrott  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        .        .        .        «    442 
adverse  report  thereon        ....    473 
read,  and  concurred  in       •        •        .        .    479 
Shawneetown,  Mr.  Thomas  presented  the  me- 
morial of  the  register  and  receiver  at, 
praying  increase  of  compensation,  reierred    430 
a  bill  to  establish  a  land  distrkt  in  lUinoia, 

north  of  the  district  of,  read   ...    568 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        .    675 
Sheafe,  Thomas,  and  others,  Mr.  Parrott  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  referred        -        .      82 
said  committee  discharged,  and  sulgeet  re- 
ferred to  that  of  Foreign  Relatione         -    368 
Shellman,  John,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred         ....    429 
adverse  report  thereon        -       .        .       .    432 
Shields,  James,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Reprt- 
senUtives  granting  right  of  pre-emption 
to,  twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        .    600 
reported  without  amendment     ...    $04 

laid  on  the  table 649 

taken  up,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    994 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        «.        .    687 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of,  rea^  twiee, 

and  referred  --•-..      78 

reported  witbovt  amendment     ^       .        -    167 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    372 

read  the  third  time,  and  pMsed  -       -       •    388 

Sholer,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  from  the  Ho«se 

of  Repreeentatives  lor  teUef  of,  read  twiee^ 

and  referred 592 

reported  without  amendment     ...    597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .    641 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    644 
Sholes,  Abel,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred 499 

Shiile,John.    (fie9  NieAolae,  Joi^) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  to  provide  re- 
lief for,  read 498 

read  a  second  time 497 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  •  •  •  617 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  619 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives, 

with  amendments  -        -        .        .       .    691 
the  Senate  agreed,  and  disagreed        -        .    696 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  insisted,  and 
the  bill  was  postponed  to  next  session     -    696 
Simpson,  James,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      -        .        .        .        .    311 
the  oommittee  dischaiged  -       .        .        .    990 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  CommissioBers  of  the    364 
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Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  irom  the  House  of 
RepresentatiTes  for  the  relief  of,   read 
twice,  and  referred         ....    59$ 
reported  without  amendment     ...    597 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    649 
Slavery,  Mr.  Dana  presented  Ihe  proceedings  and 
resolution  of  a  town  meeting  of  New  Ha- 
Ten,  expressing  their  opinion  that  Congress 
have  a  right  to  prohibit  the  introduction 
of,  into  any  State  or  Territory  hereafter 
to  be  formed,  dec,  read  ....      69 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  resolutions   of  the 
same  tenor  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  read    -        .        .      70 
Mr.  Sanford  also  presented  similar  ones  from 

Schenectady 76 

Mr.  Mellen  presented  similar  from  Massa- 

chusetts 76 

Mr.  Burrill  similar  from  Rhode  Island  -  76 
Mr.  Hunter,  similar  from  Newport  -  -  83 
Mr.  Dana,  another  from  Hartford  •  .167 
Mr.  Lanman,  another  from  Hartford  -  333 
Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Legislature  of  Delaware  on  the  same  sub- 
ject       276 

Mr.  Sanford,  similar  from  the  Legislature  of 

New  York 311 

Mr.  Ruggles,  similar  from  the  Legislature 

of  Ohio 361 

a  bill  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of,  north 
and  west  of  the  contemplated  State  of 
Missouri,  read        .....     167 

read  a  second  time 169 

referred  to  a  select  committae    ...    233 
Mr.  Wilson  submitted  the  proceedings,  dbc, 
of  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey  on  the 
subject  of,  read      .....    234 
Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 

the  United  States  on  the  subject  of  the    -      30 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, authorizing  the  President  of 
the  United  States  on  the  means  of  effect- 
ing an  entire  abolition  of  the,  read  -        •    696 
resolution  lost  by  refusal  to  suspend  the  rule    700 
Smith,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  attended     -        9 
remarks  of,  on  the  Maine  and  Missouri  bill  92, 116 
speech  of,  on  the  amendment  touching  sla- 
very       269 

in  reply  to  Mr.  King,  of  New  York  -  -  374 
in  rejoinder  to  the  same  gentleman  -  -  418 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  of 

public  lands  -        -        ^        •        .        .    461 
in  explanation  of  the  Bankrupt  bill    -        -    602 
on  the  MiliUry  appropriations   ...    666 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejecting  the  Bank- 
rupt biU 664 

on  the  General  Appropriation  bill  -  671,  673 
on  the  bill  to  clothe  the  Army  in  domestic 

materials 609 

on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Winters     -        -    618 
on  the  resolutions  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, relating  to  the  slave  trade    -    697 
Smith,  William,  jun.    (See  htgraham^  Henry,) 
Smith,  Sarah,  Mr.  King  of  Alabama  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    429 
Smith,  Moses,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the  peti- 
tion o^  referred     .....    480 
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Smith,  Richard,  Mr.  DickersQn  presented  tbe 
memorial  of^  referred 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read,  a  second  time    - 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

Smith,  James,  and  others,  report  of  the  Secre- 

tary  of  State  on  the  memorial  of,  ie> 

ferred  to  him  in  February,  1819,  read    • 

Smith  and  Hawkins,  and  others,  Mr.  Robeiti 

presented  the  petition  of        -       •      • 

(See  Twiff.) 

Spain,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  cooceroi, 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Forsign 

Relations       >        -        .... 

Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  submitted  a  resolt- 
tion  requesting  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  certain  information  relitiof 
to  the  treaty  with  .... 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitdog 
certain  documents  not  heretofore  comniii- 
nicated  -        -        .... 

another  Message,  with  sundry  papers,  o^ 
dered  to  be  printed        .... 

another,  respecting  our  relations  with,  or* 
dered  to  be  printed        .... 

another,  respecting  same   .        -       -      • 

Spence,  Groeme  Keith,  a  bill  from  the  Hoote  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred  ....-• 

reported  without  amendment     - 

indefinitely  postponed       .        .       -      - 
Standing  Committees,  a  day  fixed  for  the  ap- 
pointment of         ..... 

the  appointment  of  -        -        .       -      - 

State  Papers,  a  bill  authorizing  subscription  Is 

the  eleventh  and  twelfth  volumes  o^ieid 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .       .      - 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readiof  - 

read  a  third  time,  and  postponed 

taken  up,  and  passed         -        -       -     - 

Steele,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Bipre* 

sentatives  for  relief  o^  twice  read,  inA 

referred         .--.-- 

reported  without  amendment    • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Stevens,  Jonathan,  and  others,  Mr.  Mellen  pi** 
sented  the  petition  of,  referred 

adverse  report  thereon  agreed  to 
Stephens,  Ebenezer,  and  others,  Mr.  Sanford  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  refened 

adverse  report  thereon       .        .       .      • 

recommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  New 
York,  and  a  bill  order^ 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

read  a  second  time    .        .        .       .       • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        -        -       - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      ' 
Stewart,  Susannah,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  pttt- 

tion  oU  referred     -        -        -       -       -  565 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  oq  the 
petition  of-        -        -        -       --5U 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  for 
the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred     - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordeied 
to  a  third  reading  .        .        .        .       • 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasted  - 
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Stoddard,  John,  and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  relating  to  the  inven- 
tion of  an  improTed  wire  screw,  read      -      23 
Stokes,  Montford,  of  North  Carolina,  attended  -      23 
Staart,  D.,  and  others,  presented  the  petition  of, 

referred  .----.    454 

Supreme  Coart,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  the 
act  to  provide  for  reports  of  the  decisions 

of  the,  read 80 

read  a  second  time  -  •  -  -  .  81 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  233 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  234 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  and  agreed  to  >  -  698 
Surgeoni  in  the  Naval  Service,  a  bill  regulating 

the  pay  of,  read     .....    539 

read  a  second  time 658 

indefinitely  postponed        -        -        .        .641 
Surrender  of  Persons  escaping  from  Service,  Mr. 

Smith  submitted  a  resolution  concerning    606 

laid  on  the  table 616 

Swartwout,  Robert,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

War -    442 

the  report  of  said  officer  referred  to  the  Mill. 

tary  Committee 466 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  .  -  >  -  488 
read  a  second  time  .....  490 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  496 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  498 
Swiss  Emigrants,  the  memorial  of  a  company  of, 

read,  and  referred  .....    364 
St.  Stephens.    (See  Natchez,) 

T. 

Tanner,  John,  Mr.  Walker  of  Georgia  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....    365 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    432 
Tariff,  Mr.  Trimble  presented  the  proceedings 
and  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio, 
in  relation  to  the,  dec,  referred      -        -    237 
Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  memorial  praying 

a  revision  of  the 373 

Mr.  Lowrie  presented  a  memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society,  dec,  referred        -    605 
Mr.  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  on  the 

same  subject .--..-    647 
Mr.  Roberts  also  presented  the  petition  of 
Smith  dc  Hawkins,  dec  ....    650 
Taylor,  Waller,  of  Indiana,  attended        -        -        9 
Taylor,  John,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        ...      80 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    265 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        •        •        •    277 
TechOi  a  bill  to  change  the  port  of  entry  for  the 

district  of,  read 601 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        .519 
reported  without  amendment     ...    575 
indefinitely  postponed        ....    623 
Tennestee»  Mr.  Williams  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  author- 
ixing  the  State  of,  to  dispose  of  certain 
▼acant  land  at  a  reduced  price        .        .      46 
agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 47 

Thomas,  Jesse  B^  of  Illinois,  attended      .        .        9 
Thornton,  William,  Mr.  Brown  presented  the 

memorial  oi;  referred     ....      21 


Page. 
Three  Millions,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  authorize  the  President  to 
borrow,  read  twice,  and  referred     -        .     692 
reported  with  an  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  as  amended  -        .    696 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagreed,  a 
conference  was  held,  a  compromise  agreed 
upon,  and  the  bill  finally  passed     -        -    696 
Tichenor,  Isaac,  of  Vermont,  attended      .        .        9 
Tilghman,  William,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the 

petitions  of,  referred       ....    366 
(See  Francis,  Ann.) 
Timberlake,  Joseph,  Mr.  Stokes  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  233 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    576 

read,  and  agreed  to 677 

Timberlake,  John  B.,  Mr.  Eaton  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred  ....  461 
adverse  report  thereon  ....  594 
a  bill  concerning,  read  ....  594 
read  a  second  time  .....  600 
third  reading  negatived  ....  648 
had  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  .  .  696 
Tohandocke,  an  Indian  Chief,  Mr.  Van  Dyke 

presented  the  petition  ojf        -        .        -    480 
Tompkins,  Daniel  D.,  Vice  President,  attended 

and  took  the  chair          ....      36 
retirement  of,  from  the  chair     ...    236 
Trading-Houses  with  Indian  tribes,  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  continue  in 
force  for  a  further  time  the  act  establish- 
ing, read 426 

read  a  second  time    -        •        -        -        -481 
reported  without  amendment     ...    442 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    46# 
Treasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  annual  report 

ofthe 438 

the  general  account  of  the,  communicated    687 
Treasury  Department,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the,  in  obedience  to  the  act  establishing  a  22 
a  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the,  read  70 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  •  76 
reported  without  amendment  ...  477 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  577 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments,  and  agreed  to    >        -    696 
report  of  sums  paid  to  each  clerk  in  the      .      80 
another  report,  in  obedience  to  the  act  estab- 
lishing the    119 

Treasury,  War,   and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  in  ad- 
dition to  the  several  acts  establishing  and 
regulating  the       -        -        -        -        -    646 
read,  and  ordered  to  a  second  reading        -    661 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        -        •    568 
reported  without  amendment     ...    686 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    627 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    628 
Trimble,  WilUam,  A.,  of  Ohio,  attended  -        -        9 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  to  the  Mis. 
souri  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa. 

tives 469 

on  the  bill  providing  for  sale  of  public  lands  486 
on  the  military  appropriations  ...  666 
on    the   amendment  disagreed  to  by   the 

House  of  Representatives  ...  687 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Army  -  608,  610 
on  the  Canal  bill       .        -  681 
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Tusctloota,  Mr.  Walker,  of  A  labaina,  submitted 
a  resolation  respecting  the  establisbment 

of  a  land  office  at 237 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 

Public  Lands 256 

Two  per  cent.  Fund  from  Land  Sales,  Mr.  Noble 
submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry,  con- 
cerning the  amount  of  the,  for  Indiana 

and  Illinois 461 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury 468 

report  from  that  ofiieer  in  obedience  thereto    489 

U. 
Uniform  Sytem  of  Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Dana  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  New  Haven 
Chamber  of  Commerce,  praying  for  a, 

referred 

Mr.  Parrott  presented  a  similar  one  from 

merchants  and  others  of  Portsmouth,  New 

Hampshire,  referred  to  the  same    - 

Mr.  Sanford  presented  a  similar  one  from 

the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 

relerred  to  the  same       ....       76 

a  bill  to  establish  a,  read    -        -        .        .      81 

read  a  second  time    -        -        .        .        .     101 

further  consideration  postponed    362,  370,  426, 

480,489 
bill  discussed     ....      492,  496,  502 
a  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  nega- 
tived       519 

the  discussion  of  the  bill  resumed    520, 527,  533, 

535,  641,  559 
certain  amendments  agreed  to   -        -        -     544 
the  third  reading  of  the  bill  negatived        .     561 
Unlocated  Claims,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives Cor  relief  of  persons  holding 
confirmed,  in  Illinois,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     612 

reported  without  amendment      ...     683 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -^       -     691 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    696 
Unproductive  Post  Roads,  report  of  the  Post- 
roaster  General  of 602 

V. 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.     (See  Dudley,  E.  B.) 
Van  Duersen,   William,  and  George  Wolcott, 
surveyors  of  revenue  in  Connecticut,  Mr. 

Dana  presented  the  petition  of       •        -  21 

referrod  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  Ac  26 

Van  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  attended      -  9 

speech  of,  on  the  Maine  and  MimouH  bill  -  300 

on  the  Bankrupt  bill        •        -        -    521,  528 
remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to 

the  same        ...               -        -  642 

on  reconsidering  the  vote  rejectiag  it  -        -  564 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Winters   -        -  619 

on  the  District  Basks  bill        -        -        -  644 

Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  to  anthoriie  the  building 

of  a  certain  number  of  small,  read  -        -  539 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .  561 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  622 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  623 
returned  from  the  Hou«  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment     ....  690 

read,  and  agreed  to 691 

ViUere,  Jacques,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lottisian«  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        •        -  366 


Pigt 
Vincennea  Land  District,  a  bill  (hnn  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  the  relief  of  certain 
settlers  within  the,  twice  read,  and  r^ 
ferred    -        -        -        -        .       -      -  W 
reported  without  amendment     •       -      -  (H 
onlered  to  a  third  reading  -        ...  673 
read  the  third  time,  and  paseed  •       .      .  67S 
Vine  and  Olive,  a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act 
to  set  apart  and  dispose  of  certain  Itodi 
for  the  encouragement  of  the  cQltivatioD 

of  the,  read 518 

read  a  second  time    -        -        ...  575 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury   •  (1) 
the  report  of  said  officer    •        -       -      -  6» 
Virginia,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represents- 
tives  to  alter  the  terms  for  holding  the 
court  for  the  western  district  of,  read  twice  234 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •       -      •  276 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -      •  XO 
Virginia  Revolutionary  Line,  Mr.  Barboor  lob- 
mitted  a  resolution  in  respect  to  uolocsted 
warrants  issued  to  the  officers  and  soldien 

of  the 536 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Public  Lands 537 

Vreeland,  Ann,  Mr.  Dickerson  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred *' 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read        -       .      .    46 

read  a  second  time ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       .      -    6S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .      .    7( 

W. 

Wabash,  Mr.  Noble  presented  the  petitioo  of 
sundry  descendants  of  the  first  settlen  of 

the,  referred •  ^ 

Wait,  Thomas  B.,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  fflene- 

rialof 24 

(See  State  Ptmers.) 
Waldoborough,  Maine,  Mr.  Miller  submittal  a 
resolution  respecting  a  road  from,  la  Bel- 

fast •  *28 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  an 
Post  Offices,  &c.    -        -        .       .      -  «l 
Walker,  John  W.,  appointed  a  Senator  bytlie 
Legislature  of  Alabama,  produced  hkcn- 
denttals  and  took  his  seat       -       '      '    ft 
drew  the  lot  No.  1    -        -        -       .      •    ** 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 

disposing  of  public  lands        *       *   ^  m! 
remarks  of,  on  his  amendment  of  the  saaM   ^' 
Walker,  Freeman,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Georgia,  in  place  of  Jobs 
Forsyth,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, dtc.       -        -        -        .       -      -    '^ 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  biU     -        -        -       -      •  1» 
on  Mr.  Lloyd's  amendment  to  the  Bankmpt 

biU .-   . 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  reconsider  its 

rejection        -        -        -        '       '      '  jt  I 

Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  leed      -  ^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      '  t\ 

reported  without  amendment     •       -      '  % 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       •      *  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *       ~      '       1 

Ward,  Josiidi,  Mr.  Morril  presented  the  pelitiw  ^  | 
of,  refbrred    -        -        -       -       -      * 
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"War  and  Navy  AccounU,  the  Treasurer's  atate- 

meDtofthe 438 

VTarren,  James,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of;  referred 33 

advcrae  report  thereon  ....  257 
read,  and  concurred  in  ...    277 

Washington,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants 

of  the  City  of,  read  -  -  -  -  372 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  -  373 
reported  with  amendments  ...  470 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  595 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  •601 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments 673 

sgreed  to,  with  exceptions  ...    675 

a  conference  held,  and  compromise  agreed 

upon 687 

a  bill  further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the 

City  of,  read 426 

read  a  second  time  .....  429 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  432 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  436 
a  bill  explanatory  of  the  act  authorizing  the 

sale  of  certain  public  ground  in,  read      -    540 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        •        -     551 
Washington  Canal  Company,  report  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Directors  oif  the      •        -        -    672 
Waters,  George,  on  motion  of  Mr.  King  of  New 
York  the  papers  of;  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  dec.          -        •    497 
committee  discharged,  the  petitioner  having 
received  his  pension       ...        -    677 
Wells,  Benjamin,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 370 

a  bill  supplemental  to  the  act  for  relief  of, 

read 489 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •        -    494 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted    562 

committee  discharged        ....     684 
Wells,  Benjamin,  John  Wells,  and  John  Web- 
ster, Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 624 

the  committee  discharged  ...    684 

Welsh,  Nidiolas,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
Western  Road  Fund.    (See  Two  pet  cent,  on 

Lands*) 
West  Indies,  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  commercial  intercourse  with  the,  and 
British  possessions,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Relations    ...      29 
Weymouth,  Dean,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    480 
adverse  report  thereon       -        -        -        -    641 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        *        -    643 
White,  Vaasell,  Mr.  Otis  presented  the  petition 

of;  relsrred «88 

the  committee  discharged  ...        -    675 
White,  J.  E.  dc  Co.,  Mr.  Blliott  presented  the 

memorial  of,  referred      ....    388 
adverse  report  thereon       ....    48S 
Wikofl^  William,  Mr.  Johnson  of  Lovisiana  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  referred        •        -      76 
the  committee  discharged  .        -        •        •    690 
Wile,  Conrad,  adroinbtrator  of  Elijah  Shallos, 
and  others,  Mr.  Roberts  presented  the  pe« 
tition  of,  read 28 


Page. 
Wilkinson,  General  James,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred 613 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  675 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  678 
Willcox,  Richard,  Mr.  Dana  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred  -  -  -  -  364 
a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  State  to 

issue  letters  patent  to,  read    ...  425 

read  a  second  time    .....  429 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  473 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  478 

Williams,  John,  of  Tennessee,  attended    .        .  9 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  sufferers 

in  the  Seminole  war       ....  527 

on  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army  609 

Williams,  Thomas  H.,  of  Mississippi  attended  •  9 
Williamson,  John,  Mr.  Sanford  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  33 
adverse  report  thereon        -        -        -        -  159 
read  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -        -  201 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred            -        -  612 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -  619 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  651 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  653 
Wilman,  Christian,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble, 
the  Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  allow- 
ing payment  for  a  horse  to    -        -        -  603 
said  committee  discharged         ...  690 
Wilson,  James,  of  New  Jersey  attended   .        .  9 
remarks  of,  on  postponing  the  Land  bill    -  481 
on  the  Bankrupt  bill         -        -        -        -  522 
on    reconsidering  the  vote   rejecting  said 

bUl 664 

on  the  Appropriation  bill  ....  572 
on  the  disagreement  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  Senate's  amendments  •  687 
on  the  bill  for  clothing  the  army        -        -  610 
Wilson,  Ann,  the  President  communicated  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....  73 
the  committee  discharged .        -        -        •  690 
Winter,  (Gabriel,  and  others,  Mr.  Williams  of 
Tennessee  presented  the  memorial  of»  re- 
ferred      118 

a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read      ...  496 
read  a  second  time    .....  499 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -  619 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee     -        -  629 
reported  with  amendments         ...  647 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        >        •  679 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  684 
Winton,  John,  Mr.  Williams  of  Tennessee  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  referred        -        •  37 
the  committee  discharged       -        .        .  675 
Wire  Screws.    (See  Stoddard,  John.) 
Withers,  Thomas  C,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 
Renresentatives  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 
and  referred  ..-.--  600 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  612 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -  668 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  673 
Wood,  James,  Mr.  Elliott  presented  the  nMmo- 

rial  o^  referred 26 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  76 
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Wood,  James— continued.  Page, 

report  recommitted  to  same  committee       •    420 
similar  report,  and  committee  discharged    •     519 

Y. 
Yeas  and  Nays,  on  recommitting  the  Maine  and 

Missouri  bill 118 

on   the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Dickerson's 
amendment  to  the  Constitution      -        -     233 

on  Mr.  Lloyd's  motion  to  amend   the  same    277 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -    278 

on  Mr.  Roberts's  amendment  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill        .-----    369 

on  the  motion  to  unite  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bills       424 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment  to  Mr.  Tho- 
mas's proposed  section    -        -        -        -    427 

on  agreeing  to  Mr.  Thomas's  section  to  the 
bill 428 

on  ordering  the  bill  as  amended  to  a  third 
reading 428 

on  receding  from  the  amendments  to  the 
same 467 

on  Mr.  Edwards's  amendment  to  the  Loan 
bill 458,  486 

on  Mr.  Barbour's  amendment  to  the  Missouri 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives    -    468 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  amendment    -        -        -    469 

on  Mr.  Walker's  amendment  to  the  Land 
bill 482 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        -    489 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Bankrupt 
bill 619 

on  Mr.  Van   Dyke's  amendment   to   the 
same 636,  644 

on  amending  the   MiliUry  Appropriation 
bUl 667 

on  the  resolution  for  adjournment  of  Con- 


gress 


669 


on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  Bankrupt  bill 

to  next  session 560 

on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill  -  -  661 
on  reconsidering  the  vote  thereon  •  -  666 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

defaulters 676 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

John  H.  Piatt 694 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  -  696 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

district  judges 696 


6(H 


6». 


639,  M0 
(39 
640 


641 

648 

6» 

67! 
674 


Yeas  and  Nays — continued.  Page, 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  pro- 
viding for  clothing  the  Army  - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  grant- 
ing pre-emption  rights  to  the  State  of 

Ohio 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  relating  to 

the  claim  of  ^.  and  W.  Winter      - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 

Canal  bill 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  Revolii' 
tionary  pensions    -        -        -       -    " 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same 
on  a  substitute  for  the  House  bill  concern- 
ing the  District  banks    -        -       -      • 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Road  and 

Canal  bill 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  datisi 

on  imports 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  limiting  the 
term  of  certain  ofiices    -        -       -      - 

on  agreeing  to  the  House  amendments  of 
the  bill  to  esUblish  additional  land  officei 
in  Alabama  ------ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  E.  and  W.  Winter 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Western 
Canal  bill      -.---• 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading    - 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Pre-emp- 
tion bill 

on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Home 
resolution  to  suspend  the  operation  of  tlie 
act  concerning  Revolutionary  peniioni  - 
Young,  Robert,  and  Richard  Bland  Lee,  jadgei, 
respectively,  of  the  orphans'  courtt  ofAl- 
exandria  and  Washington,  the  meiiori» 
of,  referred    -        -        -        "       ' 
a  bill  to  increase  the  allowance  of,  read 
read  a  second  time    .        -        -       • 
blank  filled,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Youngs,  Martha  and  brothers,  Mr.  Sanfbrd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred 
adverse  report  thereon       -        .       -      • 
read,  and  concurred  in      -        -       '      ' 
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Abbot,  Joel,  of  Georgia  produced  his  credentials, 

and  vras  qualified 703 

Abstracts  of  L^nds,  a  bill  to  enable  the  Governor 
of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1675 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2242 

Accountability,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  of,  in  relation  to  pub- 
lic moneys 1066 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury 1069 


Accounts,  appointment  of  standing  Commit^ 

Acres  of  Land  sold,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  wssdirert- 
ed  to  report  the  number  of,  at  the  sevtrti 
land  offices  since  their  institution  -      ' 

Adams,  Benjamin,  of  Massachusetts  was  qutU-  ^^ 
fied,  and  took  his  seat    -       -       -      ' 

Adams,  Samuel  G.,  Mr.  Tyler  moved  to  nnm 

the  unfavorable  report  of  the  Commm 

of  Claims  on  petition  of,  and  to  o^^  "^ 

the  motion  was  negatived,  and  the  nf^  ^ 

concurred  in  -        .       -       -      * 
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Additional  Annory,  Mr.  Herrick  submitted  a  re- 
Bolntion,  iDstructing  the  Military  Commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  es- 
tablishing an,  which,  being  amended,  was 
agreed  to       -----        -     734 

the  committee  reported  inexpediency         -  1540 

Additional  Naral  Force,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act 

authorizing  the  employment  of  an,  read 

twice,  and  referred         ...        -  1656 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        - 

Adlum,  John,  Mr.  Archer  presented  the  petition 

of,  referred 800 

Agriculture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  it  was  resolved  to  appoint  a 
standing  committee  on  -        -        -        -  2178 

Agricultural  Society  of  Fredericksburg,  Mr.  Bar- 
bour presented  the  remonstrance  of  the, 
against  increasing  the  duties  on  importa- 
tions, referred        ....   846,  2296 

Alabama,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  constitu- 
tion formed  by  the  people  of  -        -        -    703 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  declaring 

the  admission  of,  into  the  Union    -        -    705 
read  three  times,  and  passed      -        -        -    710 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crowell,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in      -        -        -        -    801 
a  bfll  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect  twice 

read,  and  referred 1848 

reported  with  amendments  ...  1899 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1900 
taken  up,  and  recommitted  ...  1948 
reported  with  further  amendments  -  -  1997 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  3053 
the  Senate  concur  in  four,  and  disagree  to 
three  of  the  amendments       -        -        -2213 

the  House  receded 2220 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  district 

court  in,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  -  935 
reported  with  amendments  .  .  ^  990 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended  -  1 837 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1848 
the  Senate  disagreed  to  the  amendments    -  1663 

the  House  insisted 1665 

Alexander,  Mark,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       -  2010 
Alienation  of  Territory,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  reso- 
lutions on  the  subject  of       -        -      '  -  1691 
speech  of  Mr*  Clay  on  said  resolutions        -  1719 
speech  of  Mr.  Lowndes     ....  1731 
Allen,  Samuel  C,  of  Massachusetts  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        •        -        -    701 
Allen,  Nathaniel,  of  New  York  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Allen,  Robert,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  for  relief  of  the 
sufferers  in  the  Seminole  war        -        -  1679 
Allen,  Sarah,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred          .        -        -        -        .    749 
reported  without  amendment,  and  recom- 
mitted   821 

again  reported  without  amendment,  and  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading         ...     830 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -    845 


Page. 
Allison,  Rev.  Burgess,  election  of,  as  Chaplain  -  705 
American  Colonization  Society,  Mr.  Randolph 

presented  the  memorial  of,  read      -        -  1047 
report  of  the  committee  appointed  to  consider 

the  memorial         .....  2207 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and 

committed 2215 

postponed  to  next  session  of  Congress        -  2236 
Andent  titles  to  land  in  Michigan,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Woodbridge,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  ad- 
justment of  -        -        -        -        -        -    740 

that  committee,  by  request,  discharged,  and 
the  same  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims    -        .        .        .    876 
Anderson,  Richard  C,  of  Kentucky  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        .        .    702 
remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  reso- 

lution 735 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  of  the  Old 

Congress 1056 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    .        -        -  1253 
remarks  of,  on  the  Revolutionary  Pension 

bill 1654 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  purchase 

stock  in  the  Kentucky  Canal  Company  1738 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty  .        .        -        .  1768 
Andrews,  Phineas,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  1633 
Application  of  Appropriations,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the,  made  for  pay,  &c.,  of  the 

Army 717 

Appling,  Rebecca  C,  Mr.  Abbot  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        ....    753 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice        -        -    792 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        -        •    850 
negatived  on  the  third  reading  -        -        .    859 
Appointment  of  Members  of  Congress  to  office, 
Mr.  Cobb's  joint  resolution  on  the  subject, 
read  twice,  and  amended        -        •        -  1691 
the  third  reading  negatived        ...  1859 
Archer,  Stevenson,  of  Maryland  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

speech  of,  introducing  certain  resolutions   -    980 
Archer,  William  S.,  of  Virginia,  elected  in  place 
of  J.  Pleasants,  resigned,  produced  his 
credentials,  and  was  qualified         -        •    920 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolutions  touch- 
ing the  Spanish  treaty   ....  1743 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff        ...  2017 
Arkansas,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  inhabitants  of     -        •        -        -    990 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedient  of  authoriiing 
the  President  to  appoint  a  register  and 
receiver  for  the  county  of  Lawrence,  in  1042 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice    ...  1464 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -  1573 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1589 
bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to,  twice  read     1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1861 
Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quaries,  the  Military 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
I  into  the  expediency  of  reorganizing  the  -    859 
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a  bill  If  om  the  Senate  to  provide  for  clothing 

the,  in  domestic  roanufacturea,  twice  read    863 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -     903 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1912 
the  Senate  disagreed  to   the  first  amend- 
ment      2202 

the  House  of  Representatives  insisted        -  2206 
the  Senate  also  insisted    -        .        -        -  2221 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the   Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report,  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  a  plan  for  the  redac- 
tion of  the,  to  six  thousand  men     -        -  2233 
Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  reducing  the        -  2146 
Arsenals,  &c.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  consider  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War  on  the  sub- 
ject of  1860 

Articles  of  Compact  between  Kentucky    and 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Robertson  submitted  to 
the  House  a  copy  of  the        -        -        -  1837 
a  joint  resolu'ion  giving  the  consent  of  Con- 
gress to  the  same,  twice  read,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -----  1848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1861 
Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the 
report  of   moneys   paid  for  extra  ser- 
vices to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Expenditures  in  the   State  De- 
partment        -    780 

letters  from  the,  on  the  subject  of  the  duties 

of  his  office 2463 

Auction,  a  bill  laying  duties  on  sales  of  mer- 
chandise at,  twice  read,  and  referred    -    924 
reported  with  amendments,  discussed,  and 

the  third  reading  negatived    •        -        -  2178 
vote  reconsidered,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -  2183 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2184 

B. 

Babbitt,  Jaeeb,  a  bill  firam  the  Senate  for  relief 

of 2286 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  2236 
Baker,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 781 

Balancea  on  hand,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Storrs,  the 
Secretaries  of  War  and  Navy  were  re- 
spectively direeted  to  report  a  statement 

ofaU 792 

raport  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
obedience      ......    849 

report  from  the  Secretary  of  War       -        -    869 
anolbef  firam  the  latter      •        -        -        -    929 
Baldwin,  Henry,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  bis  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  printing  the  secret  Journal  of 

the  Old  Congress  -    .    *        •        -        -  1066 
on  &e  military  appropriations    ...  1616 
on  the  same  for  fortifications     ...  1623 
on  the  resolution  fixing  a  day  f>T  adjourn- 
ment      1672 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tarifif       -  1916 
on  the  bUl  prescribing  cash  paymeKts  for 

duties 1969 

remarks  of;  on  the  duty  on  sales  at  auction  2174, 

2176,  2194,  2199 
on  the  Loan  bUl 2193 


Pap 
Ball,  William  Lee,  of  Virginia,  was  quaMfiad, 

and  took  his  seat 70S 

Baltimore,  an  adverse  report  on  the  petitioo  of 
sundry  merchants  praying  oompeDsatkm 
for  the  vessels  sunk  in  the  harbor  of      -  M8 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  the  President  and  directon  of 
the,  praying  renewal  of  charter,  referred  719 
(See  District  Banks.) 
Bank  of  the  Metropolis,  Mr.  Kent  also  presented 

the  petition  of  the,  referred    -       -      -   881 
(See  as  above.) 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  on  the  state  of  the  i4i9 
another  report  from  the  same,  showing  tke 

state  of  the,  at  sundry  iimes  -  -  •  15M 
letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Trearoryoi 
the  state  of,  and  its  officea  -  .  -  SIS4 
Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  menoriil 
of  the  Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Coffl- 
merce,  praying  a  uniform  syateni  of,  re- 
ferred   715 

Mr.  Little  presented  a  similar  petition  frea 

Baltimore •  ^^^ 

a  bill  to  establish  a  uniform  system  of,twifii 

read,  and  referred  -        -       -      -  717 

Mr.  Newton  presented  the  petition  of  nMr- 
chants  of  Norfolk,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  the  bill        -        -        -       •      *  '^^ 
Mr.  Whitney,  the  same  firom  Maine,  refer- 
red  to  the  same     -        -        .       .      •  Tn 
^    Mr.  Pinckney,  the  same  from  South  Ciio- 
lina      -        -        -        -        "       •      ■  S 
Mr.  Meigs,  the  same  from  New  York      -  ^ 
Mr.  Parker,  the  same  from  Massachoiette  •  8» 
Barbour,  Philip  P.,  of  Virginia,  was  quslified. 
and  took  his  seat 


7W 


speech  of,  on  the  propoMd  territorisl  ger- 


886 
.1518 


ernment  for  the  District  of  Colnmbit 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  i^ 

deaf  and  dumb  .  -  - 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  - 
on  his  amendment  to  the   RevolatioBUT 

Penaion  bill  -        -        -        ■       "      *  iS 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       -       "    o*  jS 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      -       -  *1*  '  ""^ 
Barbour,  Philip,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  rep- 

resenUtives  of,  read  twice      -       '      *  Sj 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       "      '  S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Barrow,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  (ot 

relief  o(  read  twice,  and  refemd  -      '  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment    -       '         gs 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       '      ^ 
recommitted,  on  motion    -        '       '      '  9L 
again  reported  without  amendment  •      '  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasied 
Bateman,  Ephraim,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qneli-  ^, 
fied,  and  took  his  seat   -        -       -      '  ' 
Bates,  J.  W.,  a  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  wai  ^^^ 
qualified,  and  took  his  sest    - 
report  of  the  Committee  of  ElecfioBf  con-  ^^^ 
firming  his  election        -        '    •  \^ 
Baxter,  Stephen,  a  bHl  for  relief  of.  twice  reed,  ^^ 
and  referred  -        -        -        -       •: 
reported  without  amendment,  and  orderea  ^^, 
to  a  third  reading         -        -       '      '  i^ 
read  the  third  time,  tnd  ptesed 
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Bajard,  William,  and  othert,  Mr.  Sergeant  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  referred        -        .  1673 
adverse  report  thereon      ....  2206 
Bayly,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 733 

Beall,  Samoel  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      905 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1809 

Beatty,  Charles  A.,  Thomas  Corcoran,  Elisha 
W.  WUUams,  and  John  Hoye,  Mr.  War- 
field  presented  the  petition,  relating  to  a 
street  in  Georgetown     •        •        -        -    718 
Beaulieu,  Lewis  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1808 

Beck  and  Harrey,  a  bill  for  relief  of;  read  twice     738 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •  1808 

Beecher,  Philemon,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

Bellamy,  Aaron,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the 
Committee  of  Claims  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
compensation  to,  for  a  vessel  captured  by 
the  enemy  on  Lake  Champlain  •  •  761 
Bcnat,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of;  twice  read,  and  referred     -        .        .  1888 
committee  discharged,  bill  laid  on  the  table  2234 
Bickley,  Daniel,  and  Catharine  Clark,  a  bill  for 

relief  of,  twice  read        -        •        .        .  1808 
ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        •        -1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          •        .  1822 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      2202 

amendment  read  and  concurred  in     -        -  2206 
Biddle,  Captain,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  concerning  the  cruise  of  the 
Ontario,  in  the  Pacific  ocean  -        -  1809 

Bigger's  Rangers,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  on  the  petition  of  the  Legialature  of 
Indiana,  on  behalf  of     -        •        .        .1381 
BUkeley,  Mr.  Crowell  presented  the  petition  of 
the  inhabitants  of,  praying  that  said  town 
may  be  made  a  port  of  entry,  referred    -  1136 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of,  read  twice,  and  referred     •        •  1848 
Bloomfield,  Joseph,  of  New  Jersey,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    •        -        .        .701 
remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  Pension  bill  1661 
Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Navy,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Naval  Committee  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  modifying  the  act  establishing  the      -    892 
report  of  said  committee  that  it  is  inexpe- 
dient   -        -        -        -     ,  -        -        -  2166 
Boden,  Andrew,  of  Pennsylvania,  Was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 710 

Bond  Creek  Saline,  Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky, 

presented  the  memorial  of  the  Legislature 

ofDlinois,  praying  a  grant  of  certain  wood* 

land  for  the  use  of  the,  referred      •        -    791 

Booge,  Aaron,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

(for  army  chaplains)      ....  1414 
Boundaries,  a  bill  ftom  the  Senate  to  autiiorize 
the  President  to  ascertain  and  designate 

ceruin 1833 

twice  read 1837 

laid  on  the  table 1899 


Page. 
Boundaries  of  Districts,  a  bill  to  designate  the, 

&c.,  twice  read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        .  -        -        .  1899 

recommitted 1912 

Boundary  Line,  between  Ohio  and  Michigan,  a 

joint  resolution  relative  to  the,  twice  read,  1962 
reported  without  amendment,  and  laid  on 

the  table 2010 

between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  paper 
from    the    commissioners  appointed    by 
those  States  for  the  adjustment  of  the    -  2467 
Bounty  Land,  Mr.  Walker  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of,  referred        -        -     991 
a  bill  authorizing  grants  o^  in  certain  cases, 

twice  read,  dec 1642 

the  committee  to  whom  the  above  resolution 
was  referred  reported  the  inexpediency  of 
granting,  to  substitutes  -  -  -  -  1810 
Bowie  db  Kurts,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  1640 
a  report,  recommending  indefinite  postpone- 
ment     1694 

Boyd,  Brigadier  General,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Bloomfield,    was    admitted    within    the 
House  -..-...  1036 
Braden,  Blixabeth,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1676 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  1677 
Brevard,  Joseph,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat    .        .        -        .    702 
British  Subjects,  the  applications  of  the  British 
Minister  in  relation  to  the  claims  of,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions      934 

Brooks,  Major  John,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -        -        -        -    948 
Brown,  William,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat         .        -        .        .        .    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1409 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  military  appropriations      ...  1789 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  the  Dis- 
trict Banks  1826 

Brownstown,  on  motion  of  Mr.   Woodbridge,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  con- 
cerning the  treaty  made  at    -        -         -    940 
report  of  said   committee  laid  on  the  ta- 
ble         2236,  2469 

Bruce,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read      -  1693 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1822 

Brush,  Henry,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  and  took 

his  seat         ......    702 

speech  of,  on  the  navy  appropriations          -    822 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs          -        -    828 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson 1834 

Bryan,  Henry  K.,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 702 

Buck,  C.  N.,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented  a  letter 
from,  in  relation  to  the  Danish  brig  Hen- 
riek,  read  and  referred  -        .        .        .  1861 
(See  Henrieky  Brig.) 
Buckminster,  Thomas.    (See  Shipley,  Ether,) 
Buckner,  Richard.    (See  Jones,  Charles  8,) 
Buffnm,  Joseph,  Jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  dec.         .....     701 

Borcfa,  Benjamin,  appointed   Assistant  Door- 
keeper   703 
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Burden,  Henij,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  read 

twice 1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  •        .        .        •  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  1821 
Burk,  Anthony,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  read  twice 779 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -      ^-        -    850 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1859 
Burton,  Hutchins  6.,  of  North  Carolina,  was 

qualified,  Ac 702 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec* 

tion  of  duties 2159 

Burwell,  William  A.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

Ac 702 

Business  of  the  Session,  Mr.  Nelson  moved  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  to   inquire 
into  the,  which  was  laid  on  the  table      •  1672 
Butler,  Josiah,  of  New  Hampshire,  was  qualified, 

6cc 701 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  for  fortifica- 
tions       1636 

Butler,  Thomas,  of  Louisiana,  was  qualified, 

Ac 790 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1624 
on  the  resolution  concerning  Revolutionary 
pensions 2222 


Cadets,  the  Speaker  presented  a  memorial  of  a 
committee  of  the,  complaining  of  tyran- 
nical treatment,  dec,  referred  ...    792 
a  report  thereon        .....  1820 
the  report  recommitted      ....  1822 
again  reported  without  alteration,  and  com- 
miUed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  1837 
Cahi^ia,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  confirming  the 

proceedings  of  the  inhabitants  of  •  -  1913 
read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1948 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 2009 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2013 
Cain,  Henry,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken- 
tucky, the   Committee  of  Claims  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  paying  to,  the  value  of  a  horse  killed 
or  lost  during  the  late  war,  referred        -    748 
an  adverse  report  thereon  ....     905 

Callender,  William,  the  Speaker  presented  the 

petition  of     -----        -  1136 

Camp,  Thomas,  the  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  committed  to  the  Committee  of 

the  Whole 929 

Campbell,  John  W.,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  and 

took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   -        -        •    880 
on  the  bill  laying  duties  on  auction  sales    -  2197 
Cannon,  Newton,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified, 

Ac 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -        -        -    751 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Messrs.  Johnson,  of 

Virginia,  and  Storrs  ....  752 
on  the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 

of  the  bill  mentioned  •  -  -  760,  774 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  of  an  allusion  by 

Mr.  Clay        - 822 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  Mili- 
tary Establishment         ....  1598 


Cannon,  Newton,  remarks  of— continned.       Pafc 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acid* 

emy 1W3 

on  the  military  appropriations   -       -      •  1611 
on  his  resolution  to  abolish  the  Militan 
Academy       -        -        -        -       -      •  IKS 

on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill     -      •  16SI 
on  the  Senate  bill  respecting  the  Seminole 
war       -        -        -        -        -       -      -  IfflO 

Canton,  on  motion  of  Mr.  £Uoan,  the  Comnuttee 
on  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  fiir 
the  sale  of  certain  sections  of  land  in  the 

district  of 859 

a  bill  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen  ie^ 

tions  in  said  district,  read  twice     -      - 1'^* 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -      •  IMS 
Capitol,  a  bill  making  appropriations  for  complet- 
ing repairs  on  the,  finishing  the  President'i 
House,  dec,  read  twice  -        .       .      •  876 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      •  9M 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       .      •  937 
a  bill  making   further    appropriations  for 
continuing  the  work  upon  the,  and  other 
public  buildings,  read  twice    -       -      •  18S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       "      '  ^S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       '      '  ^^! 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment!  17ti 
Cardelli,  Peter,  a  bill  to  encourage  certain  inreD- 

tions  o^  read  twice         -        -       -      •  18* 
Carr,  Thomas,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  benefit 

ot,  read  twice  -  -  .  -  •  7« 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 

Claims -  ^ 

the  committee  recommend  rejection  •      *  ^'^ 
Carter,  John   D.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  reid 

twice rl 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       *      *  ^!^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       -      •  Iw' 
Case,  Walter,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  tfd 

took  his  seat '  ^^ 

Cash  Payments,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  (^ 

sented  the  petition  of  merchants  of  Bilth 

more  praying  that,  may  be  required  oa 

duties,  &C.,  referred       -        -       " . .  ' 

Mr.  Wendover  presented  a  counter  petitioa 

from  New  York,  referred  -  .  •  »" 
Mr.  Meigs  presented  a  petition  firom  the  same 

place  in  favor  of,  referred        -       .      •  "^ 
Cassin,  Mary,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  there- 

liefof * 

read  twice,  and  referred  /  -  -  *  '  JSi 
reported  without  amendment  -  *  ' !!« 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  '  '  JSi 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  *  ^'^ 
Castine,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  ofeer- 

tain  persons  who  have  imported  goods 

into,  twice  read,  and  referred        -      '  ^ 
reported  without  amendment    -       '      j 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  -        -        -        -        *"'i7# 
reported  with  amendments        -       -      *  J!^ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -       *      *  ^ 
Cathcart,  James  Leander,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  State  on  the  petition  of  -  -  *  ^ 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  '  ^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  -  •  *  '  S 
reported  without  amendment  -  -  '  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      -  '"^ 
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CavaUer,  Anlhooy,  and  Peter  Pettit,  a  bill  from 
the  Senate  confirming  the  claim  of,  to  a 
tract  of  land          -        -        .        ,        . 
twice  read,  and  referred    -        -        .        . 
a  detaUed  report,  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 
reading          ---... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        . 
Census,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Campbell,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  report  a  bill  for  tak- 
ing the  fourth        -        -        .        .        . 
a  bill  accordingly  twice  read       -        .        . 
ordered  to  be  printed         -        -        .        _ 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        . 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        .    j,^o 
returned  from  the  Senate,  with  ameodmente  1696 
considered,  and  concurred  in      -        -        .  1597 
Central  Bank  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
Mr.  Swearingen  presented  the  petition  of 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the,  referred 
(See  District  Banks.) 
Chalmers,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of '^    ^ 

Champe,  Nathaniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Woodbridge 

presented  the  petition  of,  referred  - 
Channing,  Walter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read  -        -        -        « 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Chaplains,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
the  appointment  of,  agreed  to         -        - 
Chaplains  in  the  Army,  adverse  report  on  a  pe- 
tition to  appoint    -        -        .        .        . 
Charlton,  James,  jr.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Floyd,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
granting  further  time  to,  to  discharge  a 
judgment  against  him     -        .        .        . 
Cheney,  Beley.    (See  McGrew,  John,) 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr. 
McLane  submitted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing subscription  to  the  stock  of  the,  nega- 
tived    -        -        ,        .        .        ._ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Archer,  the  President's 
Message  of  13th  January,  1813,  in  rela- 
tion to  the,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Roads  and  Canals      -        -        .        . 
Mr.  McLane  presented  the  petition  of  the, 
referred         ---... 
Chippewa  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriations 
to  carry  into  eflfect  a  treaty  with  the,  read 
twice    -        -        -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Christmas,  Mr.  Bloomfield  oflered  a  joint  reso- 
lution, that  the  two  Houses  adjourn  from 
the  24th  instont  to  the  3d  of  January  next 
the  resolution  considered,  and  negatived    - 
Circuit  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  providing  for  the  accom- 
modation o(  the,  twice  read    -        -        - 
the  third  reading  negatived        -        -        . 
Mr.  Warfield  made  an  unsuccessful  motion 

to  the  same  effect 

Civilization  of  the  Indians,  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  of  the  progress  made  under 
the  act  for  the,  read        -   .     - 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs  in  relation  to  the  act  for 
Clagett,  Clifton,  of  New  Hampshire  was  quah- 
fied,&c.        --.... 
16th  Con.  1st  Sess C 
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Clagett,  Clifton — continued.  p^g^^ 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -        .        .  1033 
on  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolutionary  Pen- 
sion law        -----.  1712 
Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  committee 

^:°u        "r     ".        ■  .      "        ■        ■        -    705 
dtscnarge  of  said  committee  from  all  business 
not  acted  on         -        -        -        .        _  2241 
Clark,  Robert,  of  New  York  was  qualified,  &c.  -     701 
Clark,  Catharine.    (See  Bickley,  Daniel.) 
Claxton,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Doorkeeper    703 
Clay,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  &c.   -     702 
election  of,  as  Speaker       -        -        .        .     702 
address  of,  to  the  House  on  his  election      -     702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  provide  ac- 
commodations for  the  circuit  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia      -        -        -        .     731 
speech  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations        -     814 
on  the  Maine  bill      .        .        .        .        _    33^ 
in  reply  to  Messrs.  Holmes  and  Livermore    836 
repudiating  any  intention  to  connect  the 

cases  of  Maine  and  Missouri  -  -  .  340^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  ...  330 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

<J'i™^ 883, 889 

on  taking  up  the  appropriation  bills   -        .  1676 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  Military  Estab. 

lishment        -•-...  1302 
on  the  Military  appropriations    -        -  1611, 16ia 
speech  of,  on  the  practice  of  exceeding  ap- 
propriations, &c 1621 

introductory,  of  resolutions  respecting  alien- 

ation  of  territory     -        -        -        .        -171^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  banks        -        .  1813. 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  194^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties 2084 

on  the  Loan  bill        -        -        .        .        .  2203> 
on  his  South  American  resolutions    -        -  222S 
address  of,  at  the  close  of  the  session  -        -  2260 
Clerks,  a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late and  fix  the  pay  of,  twice  read  -        -     779 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .    329 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    330 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  agreed  to        ...        .    397 
a  bill  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the  War 

Department,  read  twice  ...  2178 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Cobb,  Thomas  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  ex- 
ecutions in  the  Army     ....    723 
on  postponement  of  the  Property  bill  .        .    766 
on  the  bill  to  provide  accommodations  for 
the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Colum- 

Wa 781,783 

on  the  resolution  to  form  a  territorial  gov. 

ernment  in  the  District  of  Columbia        .    797 
on   Mr.   Strother's   resolution    concerning 

finances 919 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  fur  holding 

a  treaty  with  the  Indians        ...  1342 

remarks  of,  on  the  relief  bill  for  Savannah  1804 

on  the  District  Bank  bill   ....  1323 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  to  amend  the 

Constitution 1349 
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Cocke,  Joho,  of  Tennewee,  waa  qualified,  Ac.  -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate'i  amendmenU  to 

the  military  appropriations     -        -        -  1788 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1836 
on  the  bill  respecting  auction  sales    -        -  2194 
Codfishery,  Mr.  Silsbee  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  persons  engaged  in  the,  praying 
exemption  from  militia  duty,  referred 
Coffin,  William,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Folger,  the   Committee    of  Ways    and 
Means  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  granting  ilrawback  to 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      -        -        - 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        - 
Columbian  Institute,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Columbus,  Ohio,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  authorizing 
the  Federal  courts  of  the  State  to  be 

held  at 

a  bill  to  that  effect  read  three  times,  and 
passed  -  •      - 
Commerce,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee of       706 

discharge  of  said  committee  from  all  subjects 
before  them  -        -        -        -        -        -  2246 

Commissary  General  of  Purchases,  copies  of  con- 
tracts made  by,  reported         ... 
Compact  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  Mr. 
Robertson  submitted   a  joint  resolution 
giving  the  consent  of  Congress  to  the, 

read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        - 
Compensation  of  Marshals,  Clerks,  dec,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Edwards,  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  or  repealing  the 

act  to  lessen  the 

Congress,  a  joint  resolution  from   the  Senate 
fixing  a  day  for  adjournment  of      -        - 

read  twice 

referred  to  a  committee      -        -        - 
reported  with  an  amendment,  fixing  the 

16th  May 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  the 

amendment 2181 

a  bill  to  fix  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of, 

twice  read 2281 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •  2222 
Constitution,  Mr.  Baldwin  submitted  a  resolu 

tion  to  amend  the,  twice  read 
Contingent  expenses  of  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Randolph,  the  Clerk  was  directed  to 
prepare  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount 
of,  Ac.  -        -        - 

report  of  the  Committee  of  Expenditures  of 
the  items  charged  to  -  -  -  • 
(See  Expmditure9  for  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives*) 
Contingent  Fund,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the 
Committee  on  Public  Expenditures  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
amount  charged  to  the  -        -        -        •    760 
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Pip. 
ContracU,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolvtion  re- 
quiring the  Postmaster  General  to  report 
annually  all,  made  for  transportation  of 

the  mail WO 

on  motion  of  Mr,  Cocke,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all, 
made  for  provisions        ....  171J 
Conyerse,  Daniel,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  twice 

read ^^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      .  18!1 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      •  183! 
Cook,  Daniel  P.,  of  Illinois,  was  qualified,  &c  -  W 
speech  of,  on  the  resolution  for  territoriil 

government  in  the  District  of  Columbia  •  7X 
on  his  resolution  relating  to  a  western  depot  85( 
on  the  resolution  to  print  the  Joumali  of 

the  old  Congress IWI 

on  the  Missouri  bill IWI 

remarks  of,  on  his. resolution  respecting  the 

Western  road  -  -  -  -  - 1351 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  laod 

bounty  certificates         -        -       "      '  ^J? 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Bank  bill  -      - 18> 
Cooper,  Ephraim,  the  Speaker  presented  a  peii- 

tion  of,  relating  to  the  silkworm,  refM  ^ 
Corcoran,  Thomas.  (See  Beatiy,  Ckarkt  A) 
Cotton,  Woollen,  and  Iron,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Overstreet,  the  SecreUiy  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed  to  inform  the  Hobm  what 
deduction  it  would  make,  in  his  (^inioo, 
in  the  revenue,  to  prohibit  the  importa- 
tion of  - 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply   • 
Cowen,  John,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of  • 
Crafts,  Samuel  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qoalified, 
and  took  his  seat  -        -        -       -      ' 
Cravat,  Richard.    (See  McGrew,  Juhn.) 
Crawford,  Joel,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  &c - 
Credit  on  Duties,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  w 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  ^<'*'"l 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expedient?" 
repealing  all  laws  allowing  a 
(See  Imports^  Ae») 
Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians,   a  Message  l»^ 
the  President  recommending  an  appropn- 
ation  adequate  to  the  expenses  of  a  treaty 
witiithe       -        -        -       ■       ■    J 
the  Speaker  presented  the  remonstrance  m 
protest  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  m 
relation  to  treaties  with  the   - 
Crook,  Peter.    (See  Newsom,  Joshua.) 
Crowell,  John,  of  Alabama,  produced  his  creden- 
tials, and  took  his  seat  -       -       *     * 
Cue,  Robert.    (See  Jackson,  George*) 
Culbreth,  Thomas,  of  Maryland,  was  qoalifie^ 
and  took  his  seat  -        -        -       '      ' 
remarks  of,  on  tiie  bill  for  relief  of  General  ^^ 
Wilkinson    -        -        '       "       '    il 
Culpeper,  John,  of  North  Carolina,  waa  qBw*-  ^ 
fied,  Ac.       -        -        -       ",'.,* 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment » 

the  Maine  bill       -        -       •.    *  "      .JgH 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill     ■      *  jgg 
on  the  District  Banks  bill         -       "* 
Cumberland  Road,  a  sUtement  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  of  tiie  annual  expen*  ^^ 
ditures  on  the        -        -       -      '     '.\0li 
a  bill  concerning  the,  read 
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ComberUnd  Road— continued.  Page, 

a  second  reading  being  postponed » Mr.  Bar- 
bour moved  its  rejection         -        -        -  1668 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .  1659 
Currency,  a  communication  from  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  showing  the  sUte  of  the  2866 
Cashman,  Joshua,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        -     701 
speech  of,  on  the  Mif«ouri  bijl  -        -        .  1291 
on  the  Revolutionary  Pension  bill      -        -  1707 
on  Mr.  Cobb*s  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution   1868 

Custody  of  persons  imprisoned,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Tucker,  of  Virginia,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  making  further 
provision  for  the,  at  suit  of  the  United 

SUtes 877 

Customs,  Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  a  resolution  for 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  certain  offices  of  the  -  1696 
modified,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -        -  1782 
Cuthbert,  John  A.,  of  Georgia,   was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 717 

remarks  o^  introducing  a  resolution  respect- 
ing the  slave  trade         ....    925 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savan- 
nah sufferers 1799 


Darlington,  William,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  ....    701 
remarks  oi;  on  his  resolution  to  retrocede 

the  DisUict  of  Columbia        -        -        -    878 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -        -  1373 
Bavidson,  William,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, and  took  his  seat  .        .        -        .     704 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  New  York  institution  for  the, 
praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred       -     710 
a  bill  granting  a  township  for  benefit  of  the, 

read  twice     -.----    801 
the  first  section  struck  out,  and  bill  rejected    891 
Decatur,  Commodore  Stephen,   Mr.  Randolph 
moved  certain  resolutions  of  respect  to 
the  memory  of,  which,  being  objected  to, 

were  withdrawn 1670 

Mr.  Randolph  substituted  a  motion  that  the 
House  do  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late, 
whereupon  Mr.  Holmes  moved  an  ad- 
journment, which  was  carried  -  -  1676 
Deficiency,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  sUting  that  a 
considerable,  exists  in  the  appropriations 
of  the  present  year,  for  support  of  the 
Naval  Establishment,  referred  -  -  733 
Delisle,  Anthony,  E.  B.  Dudley,  and  John  M. 
Van  Cleef,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  -.1170 

twice  read,  and  relerred  -  •  •  -  1218 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  -  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1699 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  -  1703 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1718 
Dennison,  George,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, &€.        708 

Denton,  Little,  A  Co.,  and  Harman  Hendricks, 
I  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        -        -    718 


Denton,  Little,  &  Co.— continued.  Page, 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -        ^        .    733 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    738 
Department  of  Indian  Affairs,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  report  the  receipts  and  expen- 
ditures of  the         1810 

report  of  that  officer  in  reply      ...  2178 
Deputy  Sur\-eyors,  a  bill  regulating  the  manner 

of  stating  the  accounts  of,  twice  read      -  1692 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1899 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1912 
Deslonde,  Rosalie  P.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1685 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        .        -  1640 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1700 

Detroit,  Mr.  Woodbridge  presented  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michigan,  com- 
plaining of  British  violations  of  the  terpat 
of  surrender  of,  referred  ...    920 

a  bill  to  revive  the  powers  of  the  commis* 
sioners  for  the  district  of,  twice  read,  and 

referred 1169 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor, 

twice  read 2184 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2205 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  2207 
a  bill  to  annex  certain  lands  to  the  district 

of,  twice  read 1819 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •1861 
Dewitt,  Jacob  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Dickinson,  John  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Discriminating  Duties,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  a 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York, 
on  the  subject  of,  referred        -        -        -791 
copy  of  the  said  memorial  -  2581,2536 

District  Banks,  report  of  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  on  the  respective 
memorials  of  the  several         ...  1043 
a  bill  respecting  the,  read  twice        -        -1819 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •  1883 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2093 
considered  and  agreed  to  -        -        •        -  2140 
District  of  Colombia,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  the    •        •        -        -    705 
Mr.  Kent  submitted  a  resolution  authorising 
a  Delegate  in  Congress  from  the,  which 
was  negatived        -        -        -        -        -    830 
Mr.  Archer  submitted   sundry  resolutions 

relating  to  the 980 

laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed  932 
considered  and  respectively  agreed  to  -  937 
Mr.  Smith,  of  New  Jersey,  also  submitted 

resolutions  respecting  the,  referred        -  1264 
a  bill  to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir- 
cuit court  in,  twice  read         ...  1807 
another  bill  to  enable  the  inhabitants  of,  to 
form  a  frame  of  government,  read  twice  1886 
District  Tonnage,  annual  statement  of  the        -    845 
Division  and  reduction  in  price  of  lands,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Ross,  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  a        -        *        •        -    739 
Dix,  John  A.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief 

of,  read  twice  and  referred     -        -        -  -  859 
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Biz,  John  A. — continaed.  Page* 

bill  reported  without  ameDdment        •        -  1047 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1697 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1701 

Dobson,  Thomas  &,  8on,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  ....     903 
08ee  Printers  of  books,) 
Documents,  Mr.  Shaw  submitted  a  resolution 
authorizing  the  transmission  of  certain, 
free  of  postage,  read  twice,  and  referred  -     704 
reported  without, amendment,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed  .  -  .  -  .  704 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect, 
read  three  times,  and  passed  -  -  711 
Domestic  Manufactures,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strang 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  furnishing  the  Army, 
Navy,  and  Indian  Department  with  cloth- 
ing of   850 

(See  Army — bill  from  the  Senate.) 
the  memorial  of  the  Convention  at  New 

York  praying  protection  of    •        -        -  2286 
the  memorial  of  the  American  Society  for 

the  encouragement  of  -        -        -        -  2293 
the  memorial  of  citizens  of  Middletown,  Con- 
necticut, praying  protection  of        -        -  2307 
the  memorial  of  the  Society  of  Papermakers 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  making 

the  same  prayer 2327 

Dougherty,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Clerk  of 

the  House  of  Representatives  ...     703 
Dowse,  Edward,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.        701 

Drawback,  Mr.  Trimble  submitted  a  resolution 

instructing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 

repealing  the  laws  allowing  a         -        -     744 

Dudley,  E.  B.    (See  DeUsle,  Anthony,) 

Duelling,  Mr.  Foot  submitted  resolutions  on  the 

subject  of,  referred  ....    830 

report  of  the  committee  that  legislation  on 
the  subject  was  inexpedient   ...  1820 
Dunn,  Thomas,  appointment  of,  as  Sergeant-at- 

Arms 703 

Duties  and  Drawbacks,  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  tly  Treasury,  with  statements  of,  for 
the  years  1816  and  1817,  read,  and  laid 
on  the  table  -  -  •  -  -  -  846 
Duties  on  Merchandise  imported,  a  bill  regulat- 
ing the  payment  o^  read  twice  -  -  924 
copy  of  the  remonstrance  of  the  Virginia 

Agricultural  Society  against  increase  of  -  2296 
a  petition  of  the  merchants  of  Baltimore, 
praying  that  cash  payments  of,  may  be  re- 
quired -        -  •        -        -        -  2300 
remonstrance  of  merchants  of  New  York 
against  cash  payments  of       -        -        •  2303 
(See  Imports,) 
Duverge,  Bartholomew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of;  read  twice      ...  1674 

E. 
Earle,  Elias,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 717 

Barle,  Elias.    (  See  Johnson^  James ^  aAd  others,) 
Eddy,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 701 

Edwards,  Henry  W.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        -    701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1440 


Edwards,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        701 

Edwards,  Weldon  N^  of  North  Carolina,  wis 

qualified 710 

Elections,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of    705 

Elections  and  Returns  of  Representatives,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  Judidaiy  Com- 
mittee were  ihstrttcted  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  regulating  by  law  the      -  918 

Electors  of  President  and  Vice  Presidents  joint 
resolution  from  the  Senate  to  amend  the 
Constitution  as  it  respects  the  choice  o( 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  -        -        -        -        -       -      -  99! 

the  said  committee  reported  agreement     - 1691 

Elliott,  Jonathan.    {Bee  Law,  John,) 

Engineer  and  Ordnance  Department,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Tracy,  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  requested  to  cause  to  be 
laid  before  the  House  a  statement  show- 
ing the  contract  made  by  the,  du.  -      -  699 

Enrolling  and  Liccnsiug  Ships,  &c,  a  bill  for,  to 
be  employed  in  the  coasting  trade  tpd 
fisheries,  read  twice        -        -       .      -  178S 

Entry  of  Merchandise,  a  bill  further  to  regnlite 

the,  read  twice 1^5 

Erie,  the  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the 
petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  borough 
of,  and  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ie 
Navy,  in  relation  to  the  improvement  of 
the  harbor  of  said  place,  were  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  sob- 
ject - 1610 

Ervin,  James,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat ^ 

speech  of,  on  his  Mausoleum  resolutions  - 1793 . 

EsenbecJi,  William,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  on  the  petition  of  -         -       -      - 1«$ 

Estimates,  of  public  revenue  and  expenses      •  ^ 
of  public  expenses     -        -        ...  793 

Executions  in  the  Army,  Mr.  Williams,  of  North 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  of  inqoiiy 
into  the,  dec,  in  the  year  1815,  contrtry 

to  law T^ 

agreed   to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

£  resent  the  same  to  the  President  -      *  7^ 
lessage  from  the  President,  with  doca- 

ments,  in  reply ^ 

(See  King,  Colonel  William.) 
Expenditures  in  the  several  Departments,  ap- 

pointment  of  the  standing  committee  on   TOO 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  said  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  the, 
may  not  be  diminished  -        -        .       -  750 
certain  documents  in  relation  to,  in  the  Navy 

Department 1540,2» 

in  the  House  of  Representatives  the  Speak- 
er's accounts  of,  approved       -        -       *  ^^ 
discharge  of  the  committee  on,  in  the  War 
Department  -        -        -        -        -       -  21» 

Extra  Services,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Committee  of  Accounts  were  instructed 
to  make  the  same  allowance  for,  as  at  last 

session -^^ 

F. 
Fairfeix,  WiUon  M.  C.    (See  Cadets.) 
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Page. 
Fay,  John,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec     -    701 
Fees,  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Golambia  of  ftttorneys',  clerks,'  and  mar- 

I  shals' 1674 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  regalute  the,  of  the 
clerk  and  marshal  of  Louisiana  read  twice, 

and  referred 8172 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2230 
Fees  of  Office,  the  Speaker  presented  a  schedule 
of  the,  prepared  and  transmitted  by  the 
judges  of  several  districts        ...    712 
the  Speaker  presented  similar  schedules  718,  749, 
780,  830,  877,  921 
Mr.  Sergeant  presented  a  similar  schedule 
for  Pennsylvania  -        -        -        -        -1541 
Field  Service,  Police,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smyth,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  direct- 
ed to  prepare  and  report,  at  next  session 
of  Congress,  a  system  of       -        -        -    750 
Finances,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the 719 

Mr.  Strother  submitted  sundry  resolutions 

of  inquiry  respecting  the  -  -  -  912 
the  three  first  agreed  to,  and  referred  to  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury      -        -        -     918 
the  fourth  resolution  negatived  ...    920 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  such  information  as  he  is  able  to  fur- 
nish in  reply 1046 

Fines,  Penalties,  ^c,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Kent, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  directed 
to  report  the  amount  of,  levied  and  col- 
lected by  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  District 

of  Columbia,  dec 933 

a  letter  containing  the  information  desired  1596 
Finney,  Elkanah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1774 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        -  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Fire  at  Savannah,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  certain  sufiferers  by  the  recent      •  1697 
twice  read  and  referred      ....  1701 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading 1806 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  1807 
Fiafaer,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec.        .        .        .        -        -        -    702 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
military  appropriations  ....  1784 
Floody  Martha,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    .    921 
mdered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1809 
Florida,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Reid,  the  President 
was  requested  to  impart  such  information 
as  he  may  deem  proper,  on  the  subject  of 

the  treaty  for 1451 

a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  State,  in  reply       -  1617 
a  bill  to  authorize  and  request  the  President 
to  take  possession  ot,  twice  read,  and  com- 

mitted 1618 

Floyd,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec      -    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolutions  concerning 

executions  in  the  Army  ...  750 
on  the  deficiency  in  Navy  appropriations  -  788 
on  his  resolution  of  inquiry  concerning  the 

Spanish  Treaty 948 

raeech  o(,  on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the 
Army 2143 


Page. 
Folger,  Walter,  junior,  of  Massachusetts  was 

qualified,  dec 701 

Foot,  Samuel  A.,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  appropriations,  .  828 
on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  deaf  and 

dumb 885 

on  his  resolution  respecting  slavery  in  the 

Territories 1171 

on  the  military  appropriations  ...  1607 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  DeUsle 

and  others 1703 

on  the  bill  concerning  the  sufiferers  at  Sa- 
vannah   1804 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  ....  1825 
on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  ...  2185 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  respecting  sales  at 

auction 2197 

Ford,  William  D.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  -  701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  a  duty  on 

auction  sales 2193 

Foreign  Afiairs,  appointment  of  a  select  commit- 

mittee  on 707 

the  committee  discharged  ...  2241 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  bill  designating  the 
ports  within  which,  may  be  permitted  to  en- 
ter read  twice        .....  1463 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2241 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2247 

Foreign  Coins,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
subject  of  the  currency  of  .  -  .  903 
Foreign  Commerce,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  pro. 
vide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements  of 
the,  of  the  United  States,  read  twice  and 
referred  ..--..  877 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....    990 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  lOSS 

Foreign  cotton  and  woollen  fabrics  and  iron,  a 
letter  and  statement  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  showing  the  effect  of  a  pro- 

hibitionof 2348 

Forfeiture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend, 
ing  the  law  of,  in  favor  of  the  actual  set- 
tler and  cultivator  ....    779 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  extend  the 
time  for  sale  or,  on  £ulure  of  payment, 
read  twice,  and  refierred  ...  i626 

reported  without  amendment     ...  166O 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1690 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        .  1700 
Forman,  Wm.  Gordon.    (See  Huntt  Jeremiah,) 
Forrest,  Thomas,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   ...  1559 
Fortifications,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee on      -----        -    707 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  request  of  the  President  an 
account  of  the  expenditure  of  the  several 
appropriations  for,  from  1816  to  1819,  in- 
clusive, dec 756 

a  message,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  reply 929 
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Fortiflcttions— continued.  Page, 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the  Secretarj  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  copies  of  all 
contracts  made  fur  building,  dec    -        -  1694 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  •  1791 
report  of  the  committee  on         ...  1951 
Forts  and  Arsenals,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pinckney, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  restoring  to  all  the 
States  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory 
ceded  to  them  for  ....  1042 

a  bill  to  restore  jurisdiction,  dec.,  read  twice  1573 
Francis,  Tench,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of  the  legal  representatives  of        -  1807 
read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1808 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1809 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
FniJung  Privilege,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Livermore, 
the  Committee  on  the  Poit  Office,  dec, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any 
alterations  were  necessary  in  the  law  giv- 
ing  the,  to  members  and  delegates  of 
Congress      ......    986 

Fraser,  Angus  O.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  1218 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  1833 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2213 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  a  biU  to  impose  a 

new  tonnage  duty  on,  read  twice  -        -  1330 
read  the  thicd  time,  and  passed          -        -  2246 
French  Spoliations  prior  to  1800,  Mr.  Pinckney 
presented  a  memorial  praying  indemnifir 
cation  for,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table      -  1821 
Frew,  Archibald,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Davidson,  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
allowing  a  commission  to,  for  certain  col- 
lections of  direct  tax,  referred         -        -    860 
an  adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in      -    924 
Fugitive  Slaves,  a  resolution  submitted  by  Mr. 
Pindall  concerning,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury      ...  1717 
Fuller,  Timothy,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac       712 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  ...  1466 
on  his  motion  concerning  private  land  claims  1740 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  a  duty  on  auc- 
tion sales    * 3197 

on  the  Loan  bill 2203 

Fttllerton,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc       701 

Fur  Trade,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  resolution  on 
the  subject  of,  which,  being  considered, 
was  rejected  .....     904 

Furniture,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North 
Carolina,  the  Doorkeeper  was  directed  to 
dispose  of  the,  used  by  the  House  in  the 
budding  in  which  it  lately  sat        -        -    768 

6. 

Gales  de  Seaton,  Mr.  Randolph  lubmitted  a  res- 
olution to  exclude,  from  the  House,  as 

Reporters 1694 

alter  debate  it  was  negatived,  by  yeas  and 

nays 1694 

an  explanation  of  the  difficulty  with  Mr. 
Randolph  by  (note)       -        -        -        -  1696 
Gameity  Robert  S.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 703 


Pige. 

General  Armstrong,  Brig,  adverse  report  on  the 

petition  of  the  crew  of  -        -        -       -  IW 

General  Officers  and  their  Stafi^  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cocke,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  the  sums  of  money  annoaily  paid 
to,  dkc         -        -        -        -       -      -  881 

General  Post  Office,  a  letter  from  the  Secretuy 
of  the  Treasuiy,  in  relation  to  the  fifed 
concerns  of  the      -        -        -       -      •  IM 

a  bill  to  provide  for  repairing  the  roof  of  the, 
read  twice    -        -        -        -        -       - 1871 

read  the  third  time,  and  pawed  -        -      •  SStt 
Genesee  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Allen,  of  New 
York,  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  At^ 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  establishing  a  lighthouse  at  the 

mouth  of  the 15)8 

Georgia,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  nm^ 

committee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 

the  expediency  of  giving  the  assent  of 

Congress  to  an  act  of  the  State  of  -      -  1483 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  that  effect,  read 

twice,  dec. 18J8 

Ghent,  Mr.  Strong  submitted   a  resolution  of 
inquiry  concerning  certain  articles  of  the 

Treaty  of 1617 

Godfrey,  Gabriel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  die 

relief  of,  read  twice,  and  referred   -      *  I83S 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poit- 
ponement     -        -        -        -        -      - 184! 

GoeU,  Frederick,  and  Carl  W.  Westphal,  and 
the  heirs  of  Abraham  Neppes,  a  bill  fioa 
the  Senate  for  the  relief  of     -        -      -  IW* 
read  twice,  and  referred    -         -        -      •  1589 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poit^ 
ponement     -        -        -         -        -      - 1641 

Gooding,  John,  and  James  Wiiliams»  a  bill  for 

the  relief  o^  read  twice  -        -      •  718 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -       .      >  733 

on  a  third  reading  rejected 
a  motion  to  reconsider  rejected  • 
Government,  a  bill  making  appropriations  ier  the 

support  of;  for  the  year  1880,  read  twiee  1454 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  •       *      '  ^  \! 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  *  '  ^l!!! 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendoMali  1^ 
some  amendments  agreed  to,  and  otben^ 

agreed  to -  ITw 

(See  Steele,  John,  for  amendments  dif 

agreed  to^the  same  being  provided 

for  by  the  House  in  a  separate  biU.) 

a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appi9- 

priations,  dec.,  read  twice       -       -      •  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •       •      '  ^' 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmentf. 
and  concurred  in  -        -        -       .      -  W4« 
Great  Sodus  Bay,  on  motion  of  Mr.  AUeo,  of 
New  York,  the  Committee  of  Contterce, 
dec,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the. 
expediency  of  making,  a  port  of  entry  *  ^ 
Green,  Berryman,  administrator  of  Samuel  K«- 
by,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table 
Greer,  James,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War 
on  the  petition  of  -        -       -       ' .    .' 
Gross,  SamueC  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quaHiSedi 


788 
740 


.148< 
.1811 


and  took  his  seat 
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Gross,  Samuel — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  en  his  resolution  concerning  pro- 
perty lost  at  PitUburg    -        .        -        -724 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1242 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  1963 
Gross,  Ezra  C,  of  New  York,  was  quali0ed,  dec     701 

remarks  o^on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
property  bill  -        -        -        -        -        -    769 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 
and  dumb 890 

on  the  Senate's  amendment  to  the  Maine 

bill 1408 

Guerlain,  Lewis  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of,  twice  read,  dec.        •        -        -  2214 
Gayon,  James,  jr.,  Mr.  Allen,  of  New  York,  pre- 
sented the  petition  o^  contesting  the  seat 
of  Ebenezer  Sage,  referred  to  the  Commit* 
Ue  of  Elections 712 

said  committee  report  that,  is  entitled  to  the 
leat 899 

testimony  accompanying  the  report   -        -    900 

the  House  concur  with  the  committee ;  and, 
is  qualified,  dec      •        -        -        -        -    914 

H. 

Hackley,  Aaron,  of  New  York,  was  qualified  dec.    701 
Hackley,  Richard  S.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 1820 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          ...  2241 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -  2242 
Hall,  George,  of  New  York,  wa«  qualified,  dec.    701 
Hall,  Thomas  H,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, &c.      702 

Hale,  William,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  dec    7^6 
Hall,   Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred -  1169 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1821 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ...  2241 
taken  up,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  2  242 
Hardin,  Benjamin,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified 

and  took  bis  seat  .....  726 
speech  oi,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -  •  -  1069 
remarks  oi;  on  the  resolution  respecting 

adjournment 1672 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -        -  1826 

Harding,  John  and  Giles,  John  Shute,  and  John 
Nicholls,  a  bill  firom  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1634 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....  1635 

reported  without  amendment    ...  1674 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1701 
Hart,  Eli,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  read 

twice,  and  referred        ....    779 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ......    848 

Hazard,  Nathaniel,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  qual- 
ified dfcc. 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  for  the  benefit 
of  the  widow  and  children  of  Commodore 

Perry 1458 

Heaps,  John,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Mary- 
land, the  Committee  on  Post  Offices,  dec, 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  affording  some  pecuniary  relief 

to  the  widow  of 1691 

a  bill  for  relief  of  the  widow  of,  twice  read  1806 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1822 


Pager 
Heister,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Hemphill,  Joseph,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied. Ac        701 

Henderson,  William,  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of        1692 

considered  and  concurred  in      -        -        -  1694 
Hendricks,  William,  of  Indiana,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 702 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  ...  1344 
Hendricks,  Harm  an.  (See  Dentortt  Little^  Co.) 
Henrick,  Danish  brigantine,  a  Message  from  the 

President  respecting  the        ...    801 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations   891 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  1169 
documents  accompanying  the  Message  in 

relation  to  the 2263 

Henrick,  Samuel,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec    -    702 
Mr.  Sloan  presented  a  charge  against,  made 
by  George  Jackson,  for  receiving  money 
for  services  in  procuring  his  pension      -  1951 
Hibshman,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Hightower,  Thomas,  Mr.  Overstreet  presented 

the  petition  of,  referred  -        -        -        -    718 
adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in  -        -    846 
Hill,  Mark  L.,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  a 

national  university        -        -        -        -781 
on  Mr.  Strother's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances 919 

on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  of  the  Old 

Congress 1053 

Holmes,  John,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions 731 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  resolution         -    804 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  Maine 

bill 833,839,843 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf 

and  dumb 885 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 966 

on  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1406 
on  the  revision  of  the  Tariff      ...  2081 
Holmes,  Charles  Rutledge.     (See  Cadets.) 
Hooks,  Charles,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat  .....     704 
Hostetter,  Jacob,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 701 

House  of  Representatives,  meeting  of  the  -    701 

re^rt  on  the  contingent  expenses  of  the    -  1863 
adjournment  of  the  .        -        .        -        .  2552 
Hoye,  John.    (See  Beaity,  Charles  ^.,  4*^.) 
Hughes,  James  A.,  a  bill  ror  relief  o^  read  twice, 

and  referred 737 

reported  without  amendment    ...    856 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -    859 

Hughes,  Samuel,  adverse  report  on  the  claim  of, 

read  twice,  and  referred         ...    849 
Hunt,  Jeremiah  and  David,  and  W.  G.  Formao> 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -        -  1597 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1823 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmentiy 

and  concurred  in 2180 
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Hunter,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice,  and  referred       -         -   1888 
reported  without  amendment      -         -         -  1948 
read  the  third  time,  and   passed  -         -  2243 

I. 
Illicit  Introduction  of  Slaves,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Whitman,  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was 
directed  to  report  such  information  as  he 
may  possess  in  relation  to  the  -         -     845 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
reply     -------     881 

another  letter  from  the  same,  with  sundry 
papers  -------     904 

Illinois,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook,  the  Committee 
of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  establishing  addi- 
tional land  offices  in  the  State  of    -         -     711 
on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 
were  also  instructed  to  inquire  respecting 
the  surveyor  of  public  lands    -         -         -     779 
a  report  from  said  committee      -        -        -  1450 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  me- 
morial of  the  Legislature  of,   relating  to 
pre-emption  rights,  referred    -         -         -     791 
a  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in, 

read  twice 903 

the  Speaker  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  requesting  that  commis- 
sioners may  be  appointed  to  lay  out  a 
certain  road  therein  mentioned,  referred  -  914 
Mr.  Cook  presented  the  petition  of  the  same, 
praying  compensation  to  the  militia  of  the 

State 914 

a  bill  concerning  certain  claims  to  land  in 

the  State  of,  read  twice  ...     935 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2243 
a  bill  for  relief  of  certain  settlers  in,  read 

twice 1807 

Importation  of  Goods  in  American  and  Foreign 
Vessels,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  with  statements  of  the     -        •  1662 
Imports,  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on,  read  twice  1663 
a  motion   to  instruct  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  report  his  opinion  on   the 
same,  laid  on  the  table  -         -         .         -  1889 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -        -        >  2139 
read  the  third  time,  and  negatived      .         -  2172 
memorial  of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  Vir- 
ginia, remonstrating  against  an  increase 

of  duties  on 2323 

a  similar  memorial  from  merchants  of  Salem  2335 
a  similar  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  Philadelphia  -  .  -  -  2424 
Imports  and  Tonnage,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
continue  in  fbrce  the  act  supplemental  to 
the  act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  du- 
ties on  1137 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  1169 
reported  with  an  amendment     -        .         .  1242 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        .        -  1820 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  amend- 
ments     1822 

Indian  Trade,  report  from  the  Superintendent  of  1833 
Indian  Tribes,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  bet- 
ter regulation  of  trade  with  the,  twice 

read,  and  referred 1574 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1660 
(See  Trading  Howes,) 


Indiana,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establisfa* 
ing  an  additional  land  office  in  -  -  931 
Infirmary  of  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented 
the  petition  of  the  board  of  trustees  of  the, 
referred 741 

adverse  report  thereon  concurred  in   -       -   696 
Insane  Persons,  a  bill  to  authorize  certain,  to  be 
placed  on  the  list  of  pensioners,  under 
guardians,  read  twice    -        -        -       -   S90 
Interest,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  bj 
law  for  the  recovery  of,  on  balances  ad* 
roitted  to  be  due  by  receivers,  &c  •       -  89T 
Internal  Duties  and  Direct  Tax,  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  sond^ 
statements  relative  to  the         •        -       •   740 
Introduction  of  Slaves,  Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York, 
submitted  a  resolution  for  a  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  prohibiting 
by  law  the,  into  the  Territories  west  of 
the  Mississippi 781 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed       -  73S 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  petition  of  the 
American  Convention  on  the  subject  of 
the,  referred  to  the  same        -       -      .  737 

Mr.  Folger  presented  a  similar  petition  from 
the  Friends  of  New  England         -      -   739 

Mr.  Sergeant  presented  another  from  Penn- 
sylvania        -         -         -         ...  740 

Mr.  Hazard,  of  Rhode  Island,  and  Mr. 
Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  simi- 
lar petitions 800 

the  committee  not  being  able  to  agree,  were, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  discharged,  in  J 
he  then  offered  a  resolution  to  appoiot  t 
committee,  with  instructions  to  report  i 
bill  of  the  same  tenor     -        -       -      -  8W 

Mr.  Cocke  presented  the  memorial  of  the 
Manumission  Society  of  Tennessee      -  819 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on 
the  subject  of         -        -        .       .      -  881 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  retd  1710 
Invasion  of  Louisiana,  report  of  Mr.  Williimsoo 
the  subject  of  losses  sustained  dining  the,  ^ 
by  the  British         -        -        - 


.$491 


Jackson,  William,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the 
memorial  of,   in  behalf  of  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  Revolution,  referred  -      •   "'' 
Jackson,  George,  Mr.  Sloan  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from,  charging  Mr.  Herrick,  t 
member,  with  receiving  compensation  for 
his  services  in  procuring  a  pension  for 
Robert  Cue,  read  -        -        .       -      -  l»i 
Johnson,  James  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac  -  7f» 
speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -       ;    7*'»  "^ 
on  the  motion  to  postpone  the  same  indefi- 

nitely -    765,^ 

on  Mr.  Strothcr's  resolution  respecting  the 

finances 'li- 
on the  Missouri  bill  -        -        .       -      •  !»• 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  stlei  tt 
•ucUon »175.«* 
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Johnson,  Colonel  James,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  - 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  re- 
port what  sums  of  money  have  been  paid 
to,  in  virtue  of  certain  articles  of  agree- 

moot,  Ac 936 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reply  1047 
Johnson,  James,  and  others,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Storrs,  the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed 
to  report  copies  of  contracts  heretofore 
made  with,  for  deliTery  of  powder,  Sec.  •  1461 
Jones,  James,  of  Virginia  was  qualified,  &,c       -    702 
Jones,  Francis,  of  Tennessee  was  qualified,  dec.    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill         •      751,  765 


on  indefinite  postponement  of  the  same 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   •        •        . 
Jones,  Fielding,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Jones,  Charles  8.,  and  Richard  Buckner,  a  bill 

for  relief  of,  read  twice    -        -        -        . 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  .... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Jones,  John  M.,  the  Speaker  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  in  relation  to  a  new  iovention 
to  catch  rats  and  mice  -  -  .  . 
Journal  of  the  Convention  that  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  Message  from  the  President 
on  the  subject  of  the 

Mr.  Warfield  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
distribution  of  the  copies  of  the,  among 
members  not  before  supplied,  read  twice  - 

read  a  third  time,  aud  referred  to  a  select 
committee      •        -        -      '  - 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  again  or 
dered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment     .-.---. 

read,  and  concurred  in       -        -        -        - 

Mr.  Pinckney  submitted  a  resolution  to  trans- 
mit a  copy  of  the,  to  each  surviving  mem- 
ber of  that  convention,  read  twice  - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Judicial  System  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr. 
Kent  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
persons  praying  an  alteration  in  the,  re- 
ferred   .----.- 

Mr.  Kent  presented  another  petition  of  the 
same  character      ..... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the 

twice  read,  and  referred    .... 

a  report  recommending  non-concurrence    - 
Judiciary,  appointment  of  the  standing  commit- 
tee of  the       - 

said  committee  discharged  ... 

Jurors  for  the  Circuit  Court,  Mr.  Warfield  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  instruct  the  Judici- 
ary Committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  increasing  the  pay  of  the 

amended,  and  referred  to  said  committee    - 

a  report  from  the  Committee  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  on  the  subject  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Mr.  Little  presented  a  pe- 
tition of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Washing- 
ton, praying  an  extension  of  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the,  referred        .        .        .        . 

a  bill  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  the,  twice 
read,  and  referred 
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Justices  of  the  Peace — continued.  Page, 

bill  reported  without  amendment,  and  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table      ....  2241 

K. 

Kalb,  General  Baron  de,  Mr.  Lowndes  presented 
the  petition  of  the  children  of  the  late, 
referred 712 

Kendall,  Jonas,  of  Massachusetts  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 

Kenawha  and  Mason  counties,  Virginia,  an  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of  the  inhab- 
itants of 906 

Kent,  Joseph,  of  Maryland  was  qualified,  dec.    -     701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  circuit  court  ....    786 
speech  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill   .        .  1828 

Kentucky  and  Ohio  Canal  Company,  Mr.  Ander- 
son submitted  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
purchase  of  stock  in  the,  read,  and  com- 
mitted   1739 

Kirby,  Samuel.    (See  Green,  Berryman*) 

Kermion,JLabedoyere  de,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 

for  the  relief  of,  twice  read,  and  referred  1674 

Kidnapping,  the  Secretary  of  State  communicated 
a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  Le- 
gislature to  prevent        ....  1863 

King,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    935 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         ...  1807 

King,  Colonel  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wil- 
liams, of  North  Carolina,  the  Secretary 
of  War  was  directed  to  lay  before  the 
House  the  proceedings  of  the  court  mar- 
tial on  the  late  trial  of  -  -  -  -  1863 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  transmitting  a 

copy,  referred 2179 

report  of  the  committee  read,  and  laid  on 
the  table 2234 

Kinsey,  Charles,  of  New  Jersey  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 1355 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendment  to 

the  Missouri  bill 1578 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff       ...  2145 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction        -  2176 
Kinsley,  Martin,  of  Mississippi,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701^ 

Konkopot,  Jacob,  and  others,  a  bill  for  relief  of, 

twice  read     -        -        •        -        -        -  1403 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -      *  -        -        -  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1809 
returned  firom  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to         -        -        ...        -  2172 
(See  Stoektfridge  Indians.) 
liake  Erie,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Stevens,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  erecting  a 
lighthouse  on  the  southeast  coast  of,  near 
its  confluence  with  Sandusky  Bay        -  1065 
Lambert,  William,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother, 
the  memorial  and  papers  of,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary        -    928 
(See  Longitude  of  the  Capitol) 
Land  Bounty  Certificates,  Mr.  Cook  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  ....  1489 

Land  Claims,  in  Louisiana  and  Missouri,  a  bill 

supplemental  to  the  several  acts  for  the 

adjustment  o(,  read  twice       ...    924 

indefinitely  postponed        ...  2214 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -  1692 
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Ltnd  Claimi — continued.  Page. 

bill  read  twice,  and  referred        ...  1697 
reported  without  amendment    ...  1711 
read  the  third  time,  and  paased  ...  2221 
Land  sold  for  direct  tax,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooka, 
the  Judiciary  Committee  were  inatructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provid- 
ing by  law  for  perfecting  titlea  to    •        -     801 
Languille,  Francis  B.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

relief  of 1698 

read  twice,  and  referred    -        -        -        -  1697 

the  committee  recommend  indefinite  poat- 
ponement      ......  1662 

Lathrop,  Samuel,  of  Massachuaetta,  was  qual- 
ified, &c.       -     701 

Laub.  Conrad,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read  2140 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2242 

Law,  John,  and  Jonathan  Elliott*  a  bill  for  relief 

of,  read  twice         -        -        -        .        .  1047 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -  1809 
Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
VVoodbridge,    the   Judiciary   Committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  causing  a  competent  number 
of,  to  be  distributed  within  the  Territory 

of  Michigan 858 

a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  provide  for  the 

protection  of,  in  newspapers,  read  twice  -  1666 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1677 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1690 
returned  fruin  the  Senate  with  amendments  2218 
read,  and  concurred  in  -  •  -  •  2216 
Leather,  Mr.  SiL-^bee  presented  the  petition  of 

sundry  manufacturers  of,  referred  -        -     778 
(See  Manufaeturen.) 
Lefevre,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred     ...  1635 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     -.-..-  1674 
Leiper,  Thomas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of  1913 

twice  read,  and  referred     -        -        -        -  1948 
reported  without  amendment    ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  referred        -        -  2243 
Levy,  Moses  Elias,  Mr.  Sampson  presented  the 

petition  of,  referred        -        -        -        -  1641 
an  adverae  report  concurred  in  -        -        -  1670 
Levy  Court  of  Washington,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cobb,  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  were  instructed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  authorizing  the,  to  im- 
pose a  tax  for  building  a  courthouae,  dec.    779 
Library,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  for 
appointment  of  a  committee  on  the,  con- 
curred in,  and  a  committee  appointed    -     705 
a  joint  resolution  permitting  the  use  of  the, 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk 
of  the  House,  read  twice        ...  2063 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -        -  2180 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        .2184 
Limiting  Salea  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  inatructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -  1330 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  1451 
Lincoln,  Enoch,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....     701 
remarka  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 
Revolutionary  pensions  -        -        .        .    747 


Fife. 
Little,  Peter,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  &c  •  7ft: 
remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  seputie 
committee  on  manufactures  -       •      •  709 
Livermore,    Arthur,  of  New   Hampshire,  wai 

quslified,  and  took  his  seat    -       •      •  701 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  re- 
solution        -        -        -        -       -      -  78 

on  Mr.  Taylor'a  sabseqoent  reaolatioB      -  80i 

on  the  Maine  bill 83t 

on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  -  89 
on  the  Census  bill  -  -  -  -  -  9tt 
on  the  Senate's  amendmenta  to  the  Maiie 

bUl 1« 

on  the  military  appropriationa  -  - 1607, 1621 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -       -      - 1^ 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkiowi  1835 
concerning  sales  at  auction       -       •      •  2195 
Loan,  a  biU  to  authorize  the  Preaideat  to  borrow 

two  millions,  read  twice  -  -  •  1S37 
amended  by  increasing  the  sum  -  -  2^83 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -      -  !t39 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  2S44 
returned  with  amendments  by  the  8eiutf, 

and  a  conference  asked  -       -      -  SS4T 

conference    agreed  to,  and  managers  tp 

pointed ^ 

report  of  the  managers  concurred  in  -  •  *^ 
Loans  of  Powder,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Trsej, 
the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  wu 
requested  to  inform  the  House,  what,  if 
any,  had  been  made  since  the  peace  to 
private  citizens,  dec.  -  -  -  -  938 
a  message  with  a  report  from  the  Secretsiy 

of  War  in  reply  -  -  .  -  - 14» 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Strother,  a  committee  of 

inquiry  into  the,  was  appointed     -      '  ^^ 
report  and  discharge  of  aaid  committee     - 1^^ 
Longitude  of  the  Capitol,  a  joint  resolution  to- 
thorizing  the  President  to  cause  astron- 
omical observations  to  be  made  to  aic(^ 
tain  the,  twice  read        -        -       -      •  lOS* 
Loring,  Nathaniel  Hale.    (See  Cadets.) 
Lost  MiliUry  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  providing 

for  cases  o^  read  twice,  and  referred      '  ^ 
reported  without  amendment     -       "      '  ^!1I 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -      '  ^^ 
Low,  Andrew,  dt  Co.,  Mr.  Cobb  presented  ibe 

petition  of,  referred         -         -       -      -  Iw* 
Lowndes,  William,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quil- 

ified,  &c, •  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  subject  of  weights  tnd 

measures  -  -  -  '  '  '  2 
on  resolution  concerning  Army  executions  7w 
on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution  -  ]^ 
on  the  Navy  deficiencies  -  '  '  *  ^ 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution  -  -  ^ 
on  the  Navy  appropriations  -  -  *  ^'* 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  concemiog  so- 

countability ^^ 

on  the  revolution  relating  to  the  widow,  Ac? 

of  Commodore  Perry  -  -  -  - 1*^ 
on  the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houiet 

on  the  Maine  bill  -  -  -  "  '  ^^ 
on  the  military  appropriations  -  -  *  ^*^ 
apeech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay'a  resolution  coacero- 

ing  alienation  of  territory  -  -  "  ^^ 
on  the  Navigation  bill  -  -  '  "  liS 
on  the  reviaion  of  the  tariff  -  •  "JL 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  Bill      S198,  SI08,  ^^ 
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Lucas,  John  B.  C,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -    881 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived     -        -    882 

Lyman,  Joseph  8.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat   -        -        -        •        -    701 
Lyon,  Matthew,  the  Speaker  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  referred  -        -        -        -        -710 
Mackay,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -     906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...        -  1807 
recommitted  with  instructions   ...  1809 
M. 
Maclay,  William  P.,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qual- 
ified, &c. 701 

Maine,  Mr.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  the 
Convention  of,  to  bo  admitted  as  a  State 
into  the  Union,  referred  ...     704 

a  bill  providing  for  the  admission  of,  into 

the  Union,  read  twice  ....  749 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  848 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  849 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1404 
debate  on  the  amendments  ...  1406 
amendments  ordered  to  be  printed  >  •  1410 
Mr.  Holmes  presented  a  representation  for 

the  Massachusetts  members  ...  1450 
the  House  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of 

the  Senate 1457 

the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments       .  1552 
the  House  insisted  on  disagreeing  to  the 

whole  of  the  amendments      ...  1555 
a  conference  agreed  to  and  managers  ap- 
pointed ......  1576 

report  of  the  managers  agreed  to,  and  the 

bill  finally  passed 1589 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  a  circuit 

court  in,  twice  read        •        -        -        -    891 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1662 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1672 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  17th  Congress  to  be 
elected  for  the  Sutes  of  MassachnsetU 
and,  twice  read      .....  1697 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -        -1711 
M«llary,  Rollin  C,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  claiming  a  seat  in  the  House,  in 
the  place  of  Orsamus  C.  Merrill  of  Ver- 
mont, referred        -        -        -        -        -     710 
report  of  said  committee,  favorable  to  his 

claim 860 

report  concurred  in,  and  petitioner  took  his 

seat 901 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1623 
Mandan  Villages,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
the  terms  of  contracts  for  transportation, 

dec,  to  the 892 

Hanu&ctures,  appointment  of  a  standing  com- 
mittee of 710 

Mr.   Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  and   Mr. 
Ringgold,   of   Maryland,    severally   pre- 
sented petitions,  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      ....     737 
Mr.  Bufifum,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 

a  similar  petition  .....  739 
Mr.  McLean,  of  Kentucky,  the  same  •  •  740 
Mr.  Hibshman,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  -  748 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  same  -  •  757 
Mr.  Rogers,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same      -    778 
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778 

791 
800 


881 
904 


Manufactures,  Mr.  McLane,  of  Delaware,  pre- 
sented a  petition  praying  encouragement 
of  domestic,  referred      .... 

Mr.  Meigs,  of  New  York,  Mr.  Case,  and 

Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  the  same  - 

Mr.  Mason,  of  Massachusetts,  the  same     - 

Mr.  Baldwin  presented  the  memorial  of  the 

Pennsylvania  Society  for  the  promotion 

of  domestic    ......  1821 

(See  Domestic  Manufactures,) 
Mapfl  of  States  and  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Anderson,  the  clerk  was  directed  to  pro- 
cure,  for  the  use  of  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands         -        -        -        -        -    939 

Marchand,  David,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Marcus  Hook,  Mr.  Sergeant  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  of  Philadelphia 
praying  the   construction  of   additional 
piers  at,  referred     -        -        -        -        -     921 
Marshal  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Storrs,  the  SecreUry  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  directed  to  report  a  statement  of 
the  amount  paid  to  the,  in  each  year,  for 
expenses  of  holding  courts     ... 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply 
Marshals,  Clerks,  and  Attorneys,  a  bill  to  repeal 
the  act  to  lessen  the  compensation  of,  read 

twice 1021 

Maryland  and  District  of  Columbia  Turnpike 
Company,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  persons  praying  a  repeal  of 
the  act  authorizing  the,  to  lay  out  a  cer 
tain  road,  referred  -  .  -  r 
Mason,  Jonathan,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quail 

fied  and  took  bis  seat    - 
Masonic  Hall,  in  Washington,  Mr.  Kent  present, 
ed  the  petition  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  authority  to 
raise  by  lottery  a  sum  sufficient  to  erect 
a,  referred      .---.- 
Mauri,  Everiste,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        -        -        .        . 
Mausoleum  to  Washington,  Mr.  £rvin,  of  South 
Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  respect- 
ing a    

the  House  refused  to  consider  the  same      - 
Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  further  to  regulate  the,  twice  read, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Moech^  Ezra,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    - 
IfCeigs,  Henry,  of  New  York,  was  qualified 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the 

deaf  and  dumb      .....    883 
speech  of,  in  reply  to  the  opponents  of  the 

bill 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill         ..... 

Melchior,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs 

of,  twice  read 

ordered  to  a  third  reading         ... 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Mercer,  Charles  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 703 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning 

Army  executions 731 

on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  resolution        -    736 
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Mercer,  Cbarlei  F. — continued.  Page, 

remarks  of,  on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill  -  788 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  second  resolution  -  -  803 
speech  of,  on  the  naval  appropriations  -  812 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill  -  .  -  922 
on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  old  Congress  1048 
on  Senate  s  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1480 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1812,  1827 

on  the  Militia  bill 1900 

Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  the  relief  of  the  -  -  -1242 
twice  read  and  referred  ....  1264 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1290 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1699 

laid  on  the  table 2248 

Merrill,  Orsamus  C,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified    701 
Mr.  Mallary  disputes  the  election  of  •        -710 
reply  of,  to  Mr.  Mallary's  statemenU        •    866 
Mr.  Baker,  of  New  Hampshire,  presented 
the  memorial  of,  praying  time  to  collect 

evidence 899 

the  Committee  of  Elections  report  that  he 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat,  and  the  same  be- 
ing concurred  in,  Mr.  Mallary  takes  his 

place 903 

Merrill,  James,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  twice  read    928 
ordered  to  a  third  reading         ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed         •        -  1809 
Metcalf,  Thomas,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified    -    702 
speech  oi;  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -1814 
Michigan  Territory,  a  bill  to  tnthorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  twice  read    -  1640 
read  the  third  time,  and  pissed  ...  1642 
Military  Academy,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
statement  of  the  whole  amount  of  money 

expended  on  the 792 

letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  1021 
Mr.  C.  submitted  a  resolution  making  other 

inquiries  concerning  ....  1406 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  trans- 
mitting a  report  from  the  Engineer  De- 
partment containing  the  rules  and  regu- 
lations of  the,  referred  ...  -  1489 
on  motion  of  the  same  gentleman,  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing 

the 1627 

the  said  committee  reported  that  it  was  in- 
expedient to  do  so         •        -        •        .  1632 
a  bill  concerning  the,  twice  read,  Slc,        -  1636 
Military  EsUblisbment,  a  bill  regulating  the, 

twice  read,  &c 1641 

Military  Fortifications,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Can- 
non, the  Military  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
reducing,  or  entirely  stopping  the  -        -    891 
Military  Peace  Establishment,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  was  directed  to  report  the 
aggregate  amount  of  the,  for  each  year 
since  1816,  distinguishing  the  grades     -    801 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        •        -    849 
another  report  from  the  same  on  the  subject 

ofthe 1639 

Military  Service,  a  bill  making  partial  appropri- 
ations for  the,  for  the  year  1820,  twice 
read 741 


Military  Service— <M>ntinued.  Pip. 

bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -       •      -  819 

read   the  third  time,  and  passed       -      •  891 

returned  fk'om.the  Senate  with  amendmeDti, 

and  referred         -        -        -       -      -  871 

agreement  reported 8K 

report  concurred  in  •  -  -  -  -  8N 
Mr.  Cannon  submitted  a  resolution  instrod- 
ing  the  Military  Committee  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  set 
making  provision  for  the,  during  the  Itte 
war,  to  orphans,  dec  -  •  -  •  741 
the  resolution  negatived  -       -      •  7tf 

t  bill  making  appropriations  for  the,  for  the 

year  1820,  twice  read    -        -       -      -  IS9I 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        -       -      •  169 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed       -      •  1M0 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendiaeDti  1697 
amendments  and  bill  referred    •       -      •  1701 
disagreement  reported,  and  concurred  in  •  ITU 
Senate  insisted  on  one    amendment  and 
asked  a  conference,  which  is  agreed  to, 
and  managers  appointed        -       •      •  1W< 
the  managers  report  a  non-agreement      •  18S1 
Militia,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  tht  706 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Cannon,  the  said  commiUee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  clothing  the,  when  called  into 

service -845 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  same  committee 

were  further  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 

expediency  of  improving  the  organixatiofl 

ofthe    -        -        -        -        ...  850 

a  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the,  &c,  renl 

twice     -        -        -        -        ...  818 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       -      •  1901 
a  Message  from  the  President  transmittisff 
the  annual  abstract  ofthe        -       .      •  1697 
Miller,  George.    (See  Converse,  Damd.) 
Miller,  Christopher,  a  bill  for  the  relief  oC  m^ 

twice  -  -  -  -  "  "  *  S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  *  *  ^!J! 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  *  ^^ 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend* 

ment  -  -  -  -  '  '  '  jl 
read,  and  agreed  to   -        -        -       .     -  Jl* 

Milne,  Alexander,  a  bUl  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of •  ^g 

.read  twice,  and  referred    -        -       -      •  Iw* 
Minors,  Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  offered 
a  resolution  to  allow  bounty  land  to,  under 
certain  circumstances,  which  the  Hoiue 
refused  to  consider         -        -       -      ■  7* 
Mint,  a  Message  from  the  President,  with  the 
,  report  of  the  Director  of  the    -       •      '^^ 
sundry   statements    from   the  Treasniy  io 
relation  to  the        -        -        -       •      '  ^''^' 
Mississippi  Stock,  documents  showing  the  ont- 

standing,  and  interest  thereon       -      '  ^ 
Missouri,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Scott,  the  sevenl 
memorials,  dec,  relating  to  the  admiffioo 
o^  into  the  Union,  were  referred  to  a  select 

committee * 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  people  of^  to  form  t 

constitution,  dec,  read  twice  - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  ^ 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenti  »^ 
after  considerable  debate,  all  concurred  in  •  l^ 
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MiMoari,  the  Spetker  presented  sundry  petitions 
praying  that  the  Territory  of,  may  be  di- 
vided, referred 800 

Mr.  Scott  presented  the  remonstrance  of  the 
Mount  Zton  Baptist  Association,  against 
the  interference  of  Congress  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  constitution  of  -  -  -  848 
Mr.  Hardin  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Kentucky,  of  a  similar  char- 
acter      933 

Mohiccan  Indians,  a  bill  confirming  the  title  of 

the,  to  certain  lands,  read  twice      -        -  1463 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ...  1807 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1807 

the  third  reading  negatived        ...  1865 
Molasses,  memorial  of  sundry  merchants  and  dis- 
tillers of  Boston,  on  the  subject  of  the  im- 
portation of  -        -        -        -        .        .  2410 
Monell,  Robert,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec.    701 
Moore,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2199 

Moore,  Samuel,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Morgan,  Charles,  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 

the  General  Land  OflSce  on  the  claim  of    881 
Morton,  Marcus,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, &c 701 

Moseley,  Jonathan  0.,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, &c        701 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1828 
Murray,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Muskets,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  authorizing  pay- 
ment to  be  made  for  certain,  impressed 

into  the  service 904 

read  twice,  and  referred    ....    906 
reported  with  amendments        ...    934 
ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  1698 
McCarty,  Edmund,  a  bill  from  ^he  Senate  for  the 

relief  of,  read  twice        ....  1888 
McComas,  Josiah  H.,  and  wife.     (See  WiliU, 
Henry,  of  whom  they  were  representa- 
tives.) 
McCoy,  William,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dtc.     702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -        •        •    756 
on  the  military  appropriations    •        •        -  )621 
on  the  District  Banks  bill         -        -        -  1830 
McCreary,  John,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, &c.        702 

McCullough,  Hugh,  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of 791 

McDonald,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read 

twice 726 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        •        -    751 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     758 
McGlassin,  late  major  in  the  Army,  the  Speaker 

communicated  a  letter  from   ...    938 
McGrew,  John,  Richard  Cravat,  Hardy  Perry, 
and  Beley  Cheney,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of, 

read  twice 1169 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  •  -  1822 
Mclntire,  Ann,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice  1594 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  .  •  -  1821 
read  a  third  time,  and  referred  ...  1822 
indefinitely  postponed        ....  i860 


Page, 

Mcintosh,  William,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  -    876 

a  third  reading  negatived  .        .        .'       .    928 

McLane,  Louis,  of  Delaware,  was  qualified,  dec.    701 

speech  of,  on  the  Mis^uri  bill   -        -        -1138 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  Maide 

bUl 1409 

on  the  revision  of  the  tariff  ...  2093 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2199 

McLean,  OIney,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  6cc.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  1813 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  Sales  bill  •  -  1893 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2196 

McNair,  Matthew,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

liefof 1913 

twice  read 1948 

McNeil,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief, 

of,  read  twice,  and  referred    ...  1574 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement     ......  1674 

McRae,  Alexander.  (See  JbAfMon,  Jamee,  and 
others,) 

N. 

National  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hendricks,  the 
Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
continuing   the,    from  Wheeling  to  St. 

Charles  - 1633 

National  University,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Massachusetts, 

submitted  a  resolution  respecting  a        -    780 
considered,  and  negatived         ...    781 
National  Vaccine  Institution,  a  bill  to  incorporate 

the,  read  twice 891 

Naval  Commanders,  a  bill  to  prevent,  from  ac- 
cepting presents,  dec,  from  any  foreign 
powers,  read  twice        -        -        -        -  2156 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2173 
Naval  Establishment,  Mr.  Cocke  submitted  a  re- 
solution for  reducing  the        -        -        -  1594 
Navigation,  a  bill  concerning,  twice  read  -        •  1330 
a  bill  from  the  Senate,  supplementary  to  the 

act  concerning,  read  twice,  and  referred  -  1822 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1836 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2240 
Navy,  appointment  of  a  select  committee  on  the     707 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the,  for  the  year  1819,  read 

twice 741 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    829 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        .    830 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Quarles,   the  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  reducing  the  expenses  of  the    -    860 
the  committee  report  that  it  is  inexpedient  2156 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary,  with  a  statement 

of  the  contingent  expenses  of         -        -  1064 
a  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the,  for  the  year  1820,  read  twice,  and 

referred 1186 

reported  vrith  sundry  amendments  -  -  1595 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  •  '  -  1597 
Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  submitted 

a  resolution  respecting  the     -        -        -  2143 
a  bill  respecting  the  eiriistment  of  seamen 
for  the,  read  twice         ....  2239 
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Navy  CommissioDeri,  the  committee  to  whom 
waft  referred  the  inquiry  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  modifying  the  act  creating  the 
Board  of,  reported  it»  inexpediency  -  2156 
Navy  Hoapital  Fund,  two  resoluliona  presented 
by  Mr.  Silsbee,  in  relation  to  the,  were 

adopted 1022 

annual  report  of  the  Commiaaionera  of  the  1330 
NaYy  Pension  Fund,  a  letter  from  the  Comrais- 

aionera  of  the,  read  -  -  -  -  1460 
Neale,  Raphael,  of  Maryland,  was  qualified  -  701 
Nelson,  Jeremiah,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali* 

fied 701 

Nelson,  Hugh,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  -        -    702 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Foot's  resolutions         -  1171 
Neppes,  Abraham.    (See  Goetz,  Frederick.) 
New  Orleans  custom-house,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for  building  an  addition  to 

the 1962 

read  a  first  time 1957 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        -  2009 
reported  without  amendment     .        -        -  2230 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  2247 
New  York,  the  Speaker  presented  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  Sute  of,  enclosing  a  cer- 
tificate of  election,  dec,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections         ...     714 
Newsom,  Joshua,  Peter  Cook  and  James  Kobb, 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -        -  2009 

road  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Newspapers,  the  usual  order  given  for  the  sup- 

plyof 708 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  SecreUry  of 
State  was  directed  to  report  a  list  of,  in 
which  the  laws  are  ordered  to  be  published    99 1 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -        -  1169 
(See  Law9  of  the  United  Stales.) 
Newton,  Thomas,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  Ac    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  separate 
the  subjects  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, by  appointing  a  committee  for  each    708 
on  the  military  appropriations  -        -        .  1624 
in  explanation  of  the  bill  to  impoae  a  new 
tonnage  duty  on  French  ships,  dec.        -  2245 
Niagara  frontier,  Mr.  Rich  submitted  a  resolution 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Claims  to 
prepare  and  report  a  bill  providing  for  the 
distribution  of  a  sum  of  money  among 
the  sufierers  by  the  general  conflagration 
committed  by  the  enemy  on  the     -        -    740 
Nicholls,  John.    (See  Harding^  John,  Ac.) 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Slocumb,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  was  re- 
quested to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
progress  made  in  the  survey  of  certain 
parts  of  the  coast  of        -        .        -        -  1065 
a  message  from  the  Ptesident,  with  the  in- 
formation asked  fi>r        -        -        -        -  1574 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
pense of  surveying  part  of  the  coast  of, 
read  twice     ------  1863 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  2202 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  declaring  the 
assent  of  Congress  to  certain  acts  of  the 
State  of,  twice  read  and  referred      -        -  1888 
reported  without  amendment     .        .        -  1899 
Norton,  Daniel  D.,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

War  in  the  case  of        -        .        .        -  1381 


Notes  under  five  dollars,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Me^ 
cer  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  prohibiting  the  drcnlttion 
of,  within  the  said  District     - 


Pip. 


718 


O'Bannon,  Jennings,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fcr 

relief  of *1^ 

read  twice  -  -  -  -  '  '  li* 
read  the  third  time  and  passed  -  -  -  ITiI 
0*Brien,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  read  twice  and  referred  -  -  IMS 
reported  without  amendment  -  .  .  SS13 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      •  ^143 

Ocean  Steamship  Cwnpany,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate granting  cerUtn  privileges  to  the  -  IW 
read  twice  -  -  -  "  '  '  12 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  '^ 
read  a  third  time  and  recommitted  -  -  31^ 
the  committee  discharged  -  -  -  •  »tt 
O'Connor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  th« 

relief  of  the  legal  represenUtives  of  -      - 1«1 

read  twice,  and  referred      -        •       "      "  IJi 

reported  without  amendment    -       '12 

recommitted      -        -        -        *.      "      "  Irl; 

reported,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  m 

Ocracock  Inlet,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sloan,  4« 

Committee  on  Commerce  were  instnuttd 

to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  wectioj 

aUghthouseat ^^ 

Office  under  authority  of  the  United  States  Mr. 
Cobb  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 
the  Constitution  so  as  to  prohibit  toy 
Senator  or  Representative  from  holdiD([i 
during  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected, 

'^•^    ■      ■     • .    "    .  *  ^   "    "  S 

read  a  second  time,  and  committed    -      •  *" 
Ogden,  Thomas  L.,  and  others,  a  bill  from  the 

Senate  for  relief,  of        -        -       -      '  ^'" 

read  twice,  &c  •        -        .       .      •  iw 

Ohio,  a  bill  to  alter  the  place  of  holdingthe  Uni- 
ted States  CoutU  from  Chillicothe  to  Co- 
lumbus  in,  read  three  times  and  pa«w  -  i«i 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  documents,  showing  that  the 
,    act  respecting  the  northern  and  werten 
boundaries  of,  has  been  executed,  read  -  w" 

the  Speaker  communicated  a  letter  firOD 
the  Governor  of,  enclosing  an  act  of  Je 
Legislature  and  a  resolution  asking  t  do- 
nation of  land  to  enable  said  SUttf  to  form 
a  navigable  canal  between  Lake  Erie  and 
the  river 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorixe  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  oat  a 
canal  therein  mentioned         -       '         m)! 

twice  read,  and  referred    -        -       "      "  jjii 

reported  without  amendment  - 
Ohio  Company's  Purchase,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Campbell  the  Committee  on  Public  Lsnd* 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  by  law  for  obtaining 
a  copy  of  the  plans  and  field-notes  lodnd- 


ed  in  the 
an  unfavorable  report  from  said  comnoMte 
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Page. 
Old  Congress,  a  resolation   by  Mr.  Storrs  to 
print  the  secret  joamal  of  the,  was  re- 
ferred  to  a  select  committee    ...  1064 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table 1064 

(See  Journal  of  Old  Congress  and  Secret 
Journal.) 
Ontario,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  NaTy  was  directed  to  give  cer- 
tain information  concerning  the  comman- 
der of  the  frigate,  dec.  -    .    .        •        •  1696 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
with  documents  in  reply  ...  1809 
Orphans'  Court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of  the 
judges  of  the,  praying  increase  of  com- 
pensation, referred         ....  1450 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  increase  the  al- 
lowance to  the  judges  of  the  -        •        -  1833 

read  twice 1837 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1912 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1948 

Ouachita,  on  BMtion  of  Mr.  Butler,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Public  Lands  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  con- 
firming to  the  inhabitants  of,  their  claim 
to  a  certain  piece  of  land       ...  12I8 

P. 

Pancoast,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  0^   read 

twice 1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  I8IO 

Paper,  Mr.  Fuller  presented  a  petition  from 
Massachusetts,  praying  that  a  specific 
duty  mav  be  laid  on  foreign,  referred      -    739 

Parker,  James,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Parker,  Severn  E.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified   -    702 

Pascagoula,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of       -  1639 

Pasquier,  Charles  Henry,  and  others,  (Swiss 
emigrants,)  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        •        -        .  1590 

Patents,  report  of,  issued  in  1819,  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War 881 

Patridge,  Alden,  Mr.  Rich  presented  the  memo- 
rial of,  referred      .....  1874 

Patterson,  William,  and  others.  (See  St»  Do* 
mingo^ 

Patterson,  'rhomas,  of  PennijWania,  was  qual- 
ified, ft,c 701 

Payment  for  property  destroyed  by  the  British, 
papers  oommonioated  by  the  Secretary 
of  War  in  relation  to  the  execution  of 
the  act  to  dfuthorize       ....  3482 

Payne,  John,  a  report  recommending  rejection 

of  the  petition  of 882 

Pearl  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Rankin,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  establish- 
ing a  port  of  entry  at  the  mouth  of  •  1594 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  establish  the  dis- 
trict of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     ....  1837 
reported  without  amendment    ...  1887 

Peck,  Harmanns,  of  New  York,  was  qualified    701 


Page. 
Pellett,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  1596 
read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1597 
the  committee  recommend  indefinite  post- 
ponement       1674 

Penrose,  Clement  B.,  a  bill  for  relief  oU  twice 

read 792 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    881 
third  reading  negatived     ....    882 
Pensions  and  Revolutionary  Claims,  appoint- 
ment of  the  standing  Committee  of        -    705 
the  committee  discharged  ....  2234 
Pensions,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  in  re- 
lation to,  improperly  granted  -        -     929 
Pennsylvania,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  alter  the 
times   for   holding    the    United    States 
Court  for  the  Western  district  of   •        -  1170 
twice  read,  and  referred    •        •        -        -  1218 
Peoria,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the 

inhabitants  of,  read  twice  ...  2214 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2234 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Perkins,  Samuel  G.    (See  St,  Domingo.) 
Perry,  Hardy.    (See  MeGreWt  John.) 
Perry,  Oliver  H.,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lowndes 
the  Naval  Committee  were  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending 
to  the  widow  of,  the  provisions  of  the 
law  for  widows  of  naval  officers,  dec.      •  1452 
Mr.  Randolph  proposed  a  substitute,  that 
provision  be  made  by  law  for  the  support 
of  the  widow  and  education  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  late,  which  was  adopted,  and 
a  committee  appointed  to  bring  in  a  bill  1453 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  family  of  the 
late,  read  twice,  dec.      -        -        -        -  1541 
Perry,  Margaret,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  1819 
Petitions  of  Right,  dec,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pin- 
dall,  the   Judiciary  Committee  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
^       of  providing  by  law  for  the  prosecution 

of  suits  in  the  nature  of        -        -        -713 
Pettibone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Folger  presented  sundry 
depositions  going  to  show  that,  is  not  the 
inventor  of  the  art  of  welding  cast  steel 

to  iron 849 

Pettit,  Peter.    (See  Cavalier,  Anthony.) 
Phelps,  Elisha,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified   -    701 
Philson,  Robert,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualifiad    757 
Piatt,  John  H.,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

of,  twice  read,  and  referred    ...  1822 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2000 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        -2172 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2180 
Pinckney,  Charles,  of  South  Carolina,  was  qual- 
ified, itc 702 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  print  the 
secret  journal,  dec.         ....  1053 

in  explanation 1057 

on  the  Missouri  bill 1310 

on  printing  the  journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1628 
Pindall,  James,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec.    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  786 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill  -  •  r  1265 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 

Savannah  sufibrers  ....  I8O6 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1835 
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Piracy,  on  motian  of  Mt.  Batler,  the  Judiciary 
Comiahtee  were  instmcted  to  inquire 
what  farther  provision  is  neceaaary  to  de- 
fine and  punish  the  crime  of  -  -  •  1877 
a  bill  to  continuff'in  force  the  act  to  protect 
commerce  and  punish  the  crime  of,  read 

twice 1588 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  etStcU 

read  twice  and  referred         ...  2063 

reported  with  amendments        ...  2310 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2231 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2236 

Pitcher,  Nathaniel,  of  New  x  ork,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

PleasanU,  James,   of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

the  Speaker  presented  the  resignation  of  •     727 
Plumer,  William,  jr.,  of  New  Hampshire,  was 

qualified,  &c. 701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   •        -        -  1412 
Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Butler  presented  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Legislature  of  Louisiana,  pray- 
ing the  grant  of  a  lot  for  a  seminary  at, 

referred 1656 

adverse  report  thereon       ....  2206 
Postage,  Mr.  Phelps  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  subject  of 939 

Post  Oflice  Department,  Mr.  P.  also  submitted  a 
resolution  concerning  the  accounts  of  the, 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury    991 
Post  Oflice  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the,  read 
twice  and  referred         ....  1574 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1588 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1505 
Post   Offices   and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  on    •        .        >     705 
a  bill  to  alter  and  establish  certain,  read 

twice 2205 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed        -        -  2207 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2231 
read  and  concurred  in        -        -        -        •  2236 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  alter  and  eatablish  certain, 

twice  read 1774 

Potter,  Polly,  report  of  the  Paymaster  General 

on  the  petition  of,  referred      ...     933 
Preemption,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  granting 
rights  of,  to  certain  settlers  in  Ohio,  twice 

read 1900 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        ...  2234 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2242 

President  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of 

the  usual  committee  to  wait  on  the         •    703 

report  of  the  same 704 

resolutions  to  refer  the  annual  message  of    706 
Presque  Isle,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Navy  in  relation  to  the  harbor  o^  referred     924 
Prevost,  Solomon,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

relief  of 1833 

twice  read,  and  referred     ...        -  1837 
Printers  of  Books,  the  petition  of  the,  of  Phila- 
delphia, praying  that  an  additional  duty 
may  be  laid  on  books  imported      -        -  2333 
Private  Land  Claims,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        -        -        -        -     705 
the  committee  discharged  -        -        -        -2241 
Privateer  Pension  Fund,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Navy  on  the        -        -        -        -  1692 


Private  Claim*,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller,  the  Ju- 
diciary Committee  were  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  providing  bj 
law  for  the  settlement  of         -       -       •  1740 

Privateering,  Mr.  Ross  presented  a  memorid 
from  Ohio  praying  that  measures  may  be 
adopted  to  abolish  the  practice  of,  refer- 
red         787,tt« 

report  of  the  committee  thereon         •      -   859 
committee  discharged        -        •        -       •  851 

Privilege,  Mr.  Randolph  having  moved  a  qaet- 
tion  of,  which  the  House  refused  to  eon- 
aider,  submitted  a  resolution  to  ezpange 
so  much  of  the  37th  rule  as  related  to  the 
reconsideration  of  a  Tote        -        -      •  1590 

Prizes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  was  directed  to  report  the 
amount  received  from  the  two  per  eent 
deduction  from  the  sale  o^  for  the  benefit 
of  distressed  seamen       -        -        .       -  1631 

Property  lost  in  the  Seminole  war,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cannon,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
payment  for  ..... 

a  bill  to  that  effect  twice  remd    - 

the  third  reading  negatived 

Mr.  Gross  submitted  a  similar  resolution 
embracing  Pittsburg      .        .        .      • 

considered  and  negatived  .        -        -       - 

Mr.  Foot  submitted  a  resolution  directiag 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  report  the  man- 
ner of  execution  of  the  former  act  to  psj 
for        ...        .        ... 

the  Secretary'a  report  in  reply    • 
Protection  to  Manufactures,  memorial  of  the  Con- 
vention at  New  York  praying  measarei 
for        ....        .       -      - 

memorial  of  the  American  Society  for  SS93, 

memorial  of  the  citizena  of  Middletown, 
Connecticut,  for    •        -        >        •      - 

memorial  of  the   Pennsylvania  Society  fo 

Public  Buildings,  appointment  of  a  select  con- 

mittee  on  the         -         •        •       -      * 

a  Message  from  the  Preaident  transmitting 
the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  - 

report  of  the  select  committee  on  the 

the  committee  discharged 
Public  Debt,  statement  of  the  >        -       •      ' 

detailed  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trei- 
sury  showing  the  state  of  the 
Public  Expenditures,  appointment  of  the  stand- 
ing committee  on  -        •        -       -      * 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com* 
mittee  on      -        -        -        -       -      " 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        .      •  -       -      • 

reported  with  amendmenta 

amendments  disagreed  to,  and  the  bill  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed 
Purkill,  Jacob,  Mr.  McLean  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  referred      .        -        .       -      • 

an  adverse  report  thereon 

read,  and  agreed  to    -        -        -       •       " 

Q. 
Quaries,  TunsUU,  of  Kentucky,  waa  qualified,  Ac- 
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Qoarleo,  Tunstall,  remarks  of,  on  his  resolution 

relating  to  the  Array  and  Navy      -        -    869 
announcing  the  death  of  David  Walker    -  1568 
Quartermaster   General,  report  of  the,   stating 
the  terras  of  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion of  troops  up  the  Missouri  .        -        -    924 

R. 

Rabb,  James.     (See  Ntwaom  Joshua.) 
Ragland,  Thomas.     (See  Cadets.) 
Randolph,  John  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c.     704 
remarks  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of 

the  Property  bill 760 

on  the  Navy  deficiency  -  -  -  787,  789 
on  the  bill  for  support  of  the  Navy  •  -  817 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  -  -  -  -  819 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  deaf  and  dumb  884,  885 
on  Mr.  Cutbbert's  resolution  respecting  the 

slave  trade 925 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1053 
ipeech  of,  on  his  resolution  respecting  ac- 

counUbility 1065 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Lowndes  ....  1066 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Trimble  -  -  -  -  1068 
6n  his  motion  respecting  the  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  House  ....  1464 
on  the  death  of  David  Walker  -  -  .  1569 
remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  Appropriation 

bill 1676 

Ruikin,  Christopher,  of  M  ississippi,  was  qualified    702 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    ...  1333 

on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1834 

Ratio  of  Representation,  Mr.  Brush  submitted 

a  motion  that  a  committee  be  appointed 

to  consider  the  expediency  of  fixing  the  -    903 

not  agreed  to •    904 

Rmtions,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  Secre* 
tary   of  War  was  directed  to  report  a 
lAatement  of  the   expense  of  furnishing 
the  Army  with,  for  the  year  ending  14th 
April,  1818,  with  average  cost,  dec.  -        -    739 
report  of  the  Secretary  in  reply        -        .  1463 
Receipts  and  Expenditures,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Randolph,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
was  directed   to  report  a  statement  of, 
firom  the  beginning  of  the  Government, 
dasiing  the  expenditures,  Ac.      -        •    877 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply    •        -  1365 
the  report  of  that  officer  in  detail      .        .  2363 
Records  and  judicial  proceedings,  Mr.  Simkins 
submitted  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the 
faith  and  credit  to  be  given  to  the,  of  the 
courts  of  any  Sutes,  authenticated  and 
produced  in  evidence    ....    897 
considered  and  referred  to  the  Judidary 

Committee 897 

Red^lnption  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Morton, 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  in  any  case 
Amher  time  ought  to  be  allowed  for  the— 

•old  for  taxes 733 

bill  extending  the  time  allowed  for,  read  twice    808 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed      >        -  1863 
Registered  Seamen,  report  o(  in  different  ports  of 

the  United  Sutes 891 

Regnier,  John  B.,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  twice 

read      .......  1022 

ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...  1807 
read  the  third  time,  and  paised        -        •  1809 
16th  Coif.  l8t  Sfi88.~D 


Page. 
Reid,  Robert  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified,  *c  -    702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Property  bill      -        -    756 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to 
the  Missouri  bUl 1023 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Storrs's  report  concern- 
ing Seminole  war  ...        -        -  1562 
Reid,  Samuel   C.      (See   General  Armstrongs 

Privaieer,^ 
Reports  of  decisions,  in  the  Supreme  Court,  a 
bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and 
referred -     036 

reported  with  amendments        ...    991 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Reservations  of  land  for  naval  purposes,  a  bill  to 

amend  the  act  making,  read  twice  -        -  1366 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2240 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2242 
Retrocession  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  Mr.  Darl- 
ington submitted  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion instructing  the  Committee  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  making  a,  to  the  States  re- 
spectively of  Maryland  and  Virginia — 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider  -  878 
Revenue,  a  statement  of  the     -        -        -        -    719 

remonstrance  of  merchants  of  Baltimore 
against  |iny  change  in  the  system  of     -  2369 

the  same  from  the  Philadelphia  Chamber 
of  Commerca        ....        -  2407 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment  of 

the  standing  committee  of      -        -        -    706 
Revolutionary  Pensions,  appointment  of  a  select 

committee  on 708 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Rich,  the  above  committee 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  man- 
ner iu  which  the  act  of  1818  has  been 
executed,  dec        .....    734 

report  of  the  manner,  dec.         ...    800 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  submitted  a  reso- 
lution on  the  subject  oiF  -        -        -        -    746 

amended  and  agreed  to    -        •        -        -    748 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  the  committee 
on,  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  act  of  1818, 
so  far  as  it  relates  to  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service,  dec      -        -    749 

report  of  said  committee,  that  it  was  not  ex- 
pedient  to  repeal  the  act        -        -        -     861 

correspondence  of  the  committee  on,  with 
the  SecreUry  of  War    -        -        -        -    862 

Mr.  Cannon  offered  a  resolution  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  law, 
so  as  to  place  officers  and  soldiers  on  an 
equality,  which  was  rejected  ...    892 

Mr.  Pindall  submitted  a  joint  resolution 
concerning    ..----  2218 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  2flO 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2223 

Revolutionary  War,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to 

{provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
and  and  naval  service  during  the,  read 

twice,  dtc 1866 

a  bill  to  continue  in  force,  without  limit,  the 
act  to  provide  for  persons  disabled  by 
known  wounds  received  in  the,  read  twice  1693 
referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  167^ 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed   •        -        -        •        •  2242 
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Reyolutiontry  War— contioued.  Page, 

bill  returned  from  th«  Senate  with  amend- 
ments, atid  concurred  in  -  -  -  2248 
a  bill,  (reported  by  the  committee  a«  a  aab- 
stitute  for  the  bill  first  mentioned  above,) 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  cer- 
tain persons  in  the  land  and  naval  service, 

dec,  read  twice 1692 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1711 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1716 
Rhea,  John,  of  Tennessee,  was  quaUfied,  Ac.  -    702 
speech  of,  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 

property  bill 767 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Taylor's  restrictive  reso- 
lution   -        - 802 

on  printing  the  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress  1069 
on  Mr.  Foot's  resolution  -  -  -  -1172 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ting  alienation  of  territory  -  -  -  1776 
on  the  District  Banks  bill  -  -  -  -  1881 
on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  2170 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction -  *1^7 

Rice,  Henry,  report  of  the  SecreUry  of  Sute  on 
the  petition  of,  as  attorney  for  sundry  mer- 
chants, read  .----• 
(See  St.  Domingo.) 
Rich,  Charles,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  &c  - 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        - 
Richards,  Mark,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  &c 
Richmond,  Jonathan,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied, dec 

Ringgold,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified, 

aud  took  his  seat 

Road,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  to  lay  out 
a  certain,  therein  mentioned  - 
read  twice,  and  referred     .        -        -        • 
reported  without  amendment     - 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  - 
Roads  and  Canals,  appointment  of  a  select  com- 
mittee on     •        -        - 
discharge  of  said  committee 
Robertson,  George,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 702 

remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill        -  1825 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  1884 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        -        -        -  1866 
Robertson,  Thomas  C,  and  Thomas  Shields,  ad- 
verse report  on  the  petition  of        -        -  2206 
Rock  Creek  Church,  a  bill  authorizing  the  sale 

of  a  part  of  the  glebe  of,  twice  read        •  1028 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  1821 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed        •        •  1822 
Rodriguez,  John,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of,  twice  read 1848 

Rogers,  Thomas  J.,  of  Pennsylvania  was  quali- 
fied, &c        701 

Ronde,  Pierre  Denis  de  la,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate for  relief  of,  twice  read     -        -        -  1848 
Ross,  Thomas  R..  of  Ohio,  was  qualified  -        -    702 
Rules  and  Orders,  the  adoption  of     -        -        -    703 
Mr.  Little  submitted  an  amendment  to  the    704 
Mr.  Pindall  did  the  same  -        -        -        -  1023 
considered  and  negatived  .        -        -        -  1634 
Mr.  Lowndes  submitted  an  amendment  to 

the 1557 

Riias,  John  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified,  Ac  -    701 
Russell,  Jonathan,  correspondence  of,  with  the 

Swedish  Government    -        -        •        -  2264 


Page. 

Russio,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  in  rela- 
tion to  tbe  petition  of  Eliphalet  Load, 
setting  forth  claims  against    .        -        -  SS6S 

S. 
Sale  or  Forfeiture  of  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hendricks,  the  Committee  of  Public  Lands 
were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  suspending  the  act  continuing 
the,  &c        ------     719 

(See  Forfeiture.) 
Sales  of  Public  Lands,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Robert- 
son, the  Committee  of  Public  Lands  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ezpedienej 
of  allowing  a  credit  on  -        -        -        -     789 

Mr.  Campbell  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to, 

referred 9S9 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  making  further  pro- 
vision for,  read  twice,  and  referred  -        -  lot 
reported  with  amendments        .        -        -  1650 
amendments  not  agreed  to,  and  bill  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -----  1898 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        •        -  1991 
Sampson,  Gabriel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied. &c        - 701 

Sands,  Austin  L.    (See  Slevenst  Ebenezer.) 
Sawyer,  Lemuel,  of  North  CaroUna,  was  quali- 
fied. &c        -----        -  1«W 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  concerning  of- 
ficers of  customs    -----  1690 

Schiefflin,  Jacob,  and  Henry  H.,  Mr.  Meigs  pre- 
sented the  petition  of^  which  was  referved 
to  the  Secretary  of  Sute        -        -         -     787 
report  of  said  oflicer  thereon,  referred        -     908 
Scott,  John,  delegate  from  Missouri,  was  quali- 
fied, Ac.        708 

remarks  of,  on  postponing  Mr.  Taylor's  ree- 

olution -    755 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1491 
Secret  Journal  of  the  Old  Congress,  Mr.  Strother 
submitted  a  resolution  to  prin(  the,  read 

twice 1046 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1818 

(See  Old  Congress,) 
Seminole  War,  report  of  Mr.  Storrs  on  the  pe- 
titions for  payment  for  losses  sustained 

in  the 1*« 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief  of  the  offi- 
cers &c.  who  served  in  the    -        -        -  1683 
read  twice         ------  1872 

laid  on  the  table        -        -        -        -        -  1882 

report  on  the  subject  of  horses  lost  in  the  -  S587 
Sergeant,  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -----     701 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill   -        -         -  1178 
remarks  of,  on  Uie  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  Maine  bill        -        -        -        -         -  1408 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction         -        -        -        -        -        -  2174 

Settle,  Thomas,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qnali- 

fied,  &c -    704 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  colleo- 
tion  of  duties,  &c.         -        .        -         -  12G 
Shaw,  Henry,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -----    701 
Shaw,  Basil,  adverse  report  on  the  petition  of, 

agreed  to -815 
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Shawneetown,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Commia- 
sionera  of  the  Land  Office  to  remit  pay- 
ment of  certain  instalments  on  loU  in, 
read  twice     ----..     719 
a  third  reading  negatived  -        .        .        .    349 
Shields,  James,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read    -  1688 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .        .  182I 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1822 

.    Shields,  Thomas.    (See  Robertson,  Thomas  C.) 
Shipley,  Ether,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice    -    800 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    822 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    892 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1356 
read  and  concurred  in       -        -        .        .  1332 
Sholcs,  Captain  Stanton,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read 

J'^icc -        -    848 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -  1808 
Shute,  John.    (See  Harding,  John.) 
Sick  and  Disabled  Seamen,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  provide  for,  read  twice,  and  referred  1900 
reported  with  amendments        -        -        -  1948 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  2239 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  2242 
the  Senate  agreed  and  disagreed        -        .  2246 
the  House  insisted  on  one  amendment  and 
receded  from  the  rest    ....  2247 

memorial  of  the  Governors  of  the  New  York 
Hospital  in  relation  to  the  case  of  -        -  2543 
Silabee,  Nathaniel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qual- 
ified, dec       ......     701 

speech  o^  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff         -  1987 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 
auction  --....  2176 

Sunkins,  Eldred,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec        ......    702 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 
the  Maine  bill       .....  1407 

speech  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  •  1607 
remarks  of,  on  the  District  Banks  bill  •  1829 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Cobb's  amendment  to  the 

Constitution 1866 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  land  titles  2211 
Simpeon,  James,  Mr.  Moseley  presented  the  pe- 
tition of,  referred 933 

reportoftheSecretary  of  State  thereon      -1460 
Sinking  Fund,  annual  report  of  the  commis- 
sioners of  the,  transmitted      -        .        -1114 

copy  of  said  report 2863 

Skinner,  Joseph  M.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 991 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  i807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  i809 
Slavery,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  preamble  and 

resolutions  concerning  -        -        -        -  1113 
Mr.  Foot  offered  resolutions  on  the  subject 

of,  in  the  Territories      -     '  -        -        -  1171 
proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Newport 2462 

proceedings  and  memorial  of  the  people  of 

Hartford 2467 

Slave  Trade,  a  Message  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  in  relation  to  the,  re- 
ferred    741 

Mr.  Cuthbert  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cemiDg  the   ......    926 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  omnmittee        •    926 


Slave  Trade— continued.  Page, 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
to  negotiate  with  foreign  Powers  on  the 
means   of  abolishing   the  Afiican,  read 

twice    -        - 2216 

read  the  thiird  time,  and  passed  -        -        .  2236 
Sloan,  John,  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec    -        -    702 
speech  of,  on  the  Land  bill        ...  1889 
Slocumb,  John  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 704 

remarks  of,  on  the  military  appropriations  -  1607 
Smart,  Robert,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Woodbridge, 

the  claim  of,  was  referred       ...  1095 
Smith,  James  S.,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dec.        --....    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  Census  bill   ...    923 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine  bill  1408 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  the  Savannah  suf- 
ferers     1803 

speech  of,  on  the  proposed  amendment  of 
the  Constitution  as  it  regards  Electors  of 
President  and  Vice  President         -        -  1903 
Smith,  Bernard,  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .....    701 
Smith,  Samuel  of  Maryland,  was  qualified,  &c.    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  Army 

executions 727 

on  Mr.  Trimble's  resolutions  ...  745 
on  the  Property  bill  -  -  .  -  761,  775 
on  the  Navy  deficiency  bill  .  .  .  788 
on  Mr.  Taylor'a  restrictive  resolution  -    803 

speech  of,  on   the  appropriations  for  the 

Navy 804 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Strother's  resolutions 

respecting  the  finances  -  -  .  -917 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Storr's  amendment  to  the 

Missouri  bill 940 

remarks  of,  on  taking  up  the  appropriation 

*>>i^« 1676 

on  the  mihtary  appropriations  -  .  -1616 
on  the  fortifications  -  .  •  •  .  162O 
on  the  bill  for  relief  of  General  Wilkinson  -  1884 

on  sales  at  auction 2174 

on  the  Loan  bill  -  2186,  2193,  2198,  2238 
Smith,  Ballard  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dec  -  703 
Smyth,   Alexander  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  -  .  .  .  .  702 
remarks  of,  on  Army  executions  -  .  728 
speech  of,  on  the  Property  bill  -  .  .  776 
on  Mr.  Taylor's  amendment  to  the  MiBsouri 

bill 992 

on  the  military  appropriations    ...  1626 
Smyth,  Richard,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
lief of    1962 

tvrice  read,  and  referred     ....  1997 
reported  without  amendment     ...  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2243 
Southard,  Henry  of  New  Jersey,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  Indian 

trading-houses 1290 

South  America,  Mr.  Clay  submitted  resolutions 

respecting  Ministers  to  •  •  .  .  1781 
debate  on  the  resolutions  ....  2223 
the  first  resolution  providing  for  Ministers 

to,  carried 2239 

the  remaining  resolutions  withdrawn  -  2230 
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Spain,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution   asking 
information  concerning  the  extent  of  ter- 
ritory ceded  by  the  treaty  with        -         -     948 
the  resolution  negatived     -         -         -         -     949 
Mr.  Reid  submitted  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
concerning  the  state  of  our  relations  with, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations  .         -         -         -  1411 

report  of  said  committee  thereon        -        -  1618 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  on  the  same  subject     -        -        -  1688 
another  Message,  with  sundry  documents 

in  relation  to  the  treaty  with  -        -  2216 

another  Message,  transmitting  letters  from 
the  Minister  at  Madrid  ....  2235 
Spanish  Spoliations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  the 
President  was  requested  to  furnish  any 
information  be  may  possess  in  relation  to 

claims  for 163.5 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply         -  2235 
Spence,  Grceme  Keith,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice 

read 2052 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2093 
Sprigg,  Jenifer  T.     (See  Deputy  Surveyors*) 
Standing  Committees,  appointment  of  the  -     705 

State  Papers,  a  bill  from  the  Senate,  authorizing 
subscription  to  certain  volumes  of,  read 

twice 801 

considered,  and  amended  ...        -   1677 

and,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed        -  1677 

State  Universities,   Mr.  Butler,  of  New  York, 

submitted    a   resolution,    instructing  the 

Committee  of  Public  Lands  to  inquire  into 

.  the  expediency  of  granting  to  each  State 

a  tract  of  land  for  endowment  of    -         -     882 
agreed  to,  and  referred  accordingly    •        -     882 
report  that  it  is  inexpedient        -        .        -     896 
Statistical  Accounts  of  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
tion, report  containing   ...        -  2494 
Statue  of  Washington,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
remit  the  duties  on  a,  twice  read,  and  re- 
ferred     1169 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1218 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1242 
Steele,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  1790 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  1792 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  -  1807 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
ment      1952 

read,  and  concurred  in      -        -        -        -  1997 
Stenographers,  Mr.  Pindall's  motion  concerning, 

negatived 1634 

Stevens,  James,  of  Connecticut,  was  qualified    -    701 
speech  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the 
Missouri  bill-        -        .        -        -         .  1683 
Stevens,  Ebenezer,  and  Austin  L.  Sands,  a  bill 
from  the  Senate  for  relief  of,  twice  read, 

and  referred 1888 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  2156 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  .        -        -        .  2242 

Stewart,  Susannah,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  i^ice  read  1808 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  2173 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  2180 

Stockbridge  Indians.  (See  Konkopot^  Jacob,  ^c) 

Storrs,  Henry  R.,  of  New  York  was  qualified    -    701 

remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army      -    729 

on  the  Property  bill 762 

on  his  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  same 767 


Storrs,  Henry  R. — continued.  Page. 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Cannon  -  -  T%i 
on  the  Navy  Deficiency  bill  ...  786 
speech  of,  on  the  Appropriation  bill  -  -  808 
on  his  amendment  to  the  same  .        -         -    825 

on  the  Maine  bill 843 

on  his  resolution  to  print  the  secret  jooroal  lOM, 

1066 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Pinckney  -  -  -  -  1067 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  amendments  to 

the  Maine  bill 1407 

on  the  appropriation  for  fortifications  -  1623 

on  printing  the  secret  journal  .  -  -  1627 
on  the  Senate  amendments  tp  the  MiUtany 

appropriations        .....  1784 
on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at  auction  2174y31ik6 
on  the  Loan  bill         -        -        -        .2192,2202 
Street,  Randall  A.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

Strong,  William,  of  Vermont,  was  qualified,  6lc     701 
Strong,' James,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  ^cc     701 
Strother,  George  F.,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    -        .        -        .         •     70S 
remarks  of,  on  executions  in  the  Army.        -     729 
on  the  Circuit  Court  bill    -        -        -      782,  784 
on  his  resolution  respecting  the  finances    -     917 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  secret  journal,  ^ipc  1056 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Storrs         -        -        .         .  1069 
on  the  Senate  amendments  to  the  Maine 
bill         .......  1406 

a  letter  from,  resigning  his  seat  ...  2213 
Stull  and  Williams,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Tracy,  the 
Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  report 
copies  of  any  agreement  with,  relative  to 
a  loan  of  powder,  &c.     ....  1464 

(See  Loans  of  Powder^  <l^c.) 
Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade,  appointment  of 

a  select  committee  on  the        ...    707 
Supreme  Court.     (See  Reports  of  DeeUwnM  m 

the.) 
Surviving  Officers  of  the  Revolution,  s  bill  iir 

relief  of,  read  twice         -         .         -        -     741 
first  section  struck  out        ....  1M6 

Swartwout,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  iat 

relief  of -  1635 

read  twice,  and  referred  ....  1640 
reported  without  amendment  ...  1641 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  1698 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  iTOI 
Sweden,  documents  in  relation   to  indeamity 

against  ..... 

Swiss,  the  Speaker  presented  the  petition  of  s 

company  of,  referred       ....  1046 
committee  discharged         ....  1454 
St.  Charles,  Missouri,  the  Speaker  presented  s 
letter  from  the  trustees  of  the  town  o(  re- 
specting the  commons,  referred        •         -  1451 
St.  Domingo,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  on 
sundry  claims  for  indemnity  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  authorities  of      -        -  1677 
the  report  in  full,  on  the  petition  of  Samuel 
G.  Perkins,  and  others   ....  2259 

T. 

Tariff,  the  Speaker  pnaented  s  petiti<m  firaia 
Pennsylvania,  praying  sndi  s  reviaion  of 
the,  as  to  encourage  mannfiustarai^  re- 

ierred 711 

Mr.  Edwards,  of  Connectiont,  pre^entad  s 
similar  petition,  vefeired         ...     712 


Digitized  by 


Google 


CI 


INDEX, 


cii 


House  Proceedinffe  and  Debates, 


Tan£^— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Eddy  proiented  a  petition  of  the  ladies 

of  Rhode  Island,  referred        ...    712 
Mr.   Sergeant  presented  a  petition  of  the 

Philadelphia  Chamber  of  Commerce        -  1289 
Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  coanter 

memorial 1403 

a  comparative  view  of  the  existing      •        -  1913 
Tmrr,  Christian,  of  Pennsylvania  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat     -        -  -        •     701 

Taylor,  John  W.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 701 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  concerning 

army  executions     ...        -        -    730 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  his  restrictive  res- 
olution   732 

on  the  resolution  allowing  bounty  lajid  to 

minors 769 

on  his  second  resolution  restricting  slavery  -    802 

803 
speech  of,  on  his  motion  to  amend  the  Mis- 
souri bill        960 

Tennallytown,  Mr.  Warfield  presented  a  petition 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, praying  a  repeal  of  the  act  author- 
izing a  turnpike  from  Georgetown  to  -  1626 
Term  of  Office,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  limit  the, 
in  certain  cases,  to  four  years,  read  twice, 

and  referred 2214 

reported  without  amendment     ...  2230 
Terrill,  George  W.,  of  Georgia,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat 703 

Territorial  Government  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of    -        -    794 

resolution  negatived 800 

Tlianks  to  the  Speaker,  on  motion  of  Mr.  War- 
field,  a  vote  of 2260 

Tluree  per  Centum,  a  bill  to  provide  for  paying 
to  Illinois,  on  the  proceeds  of  land  sales, 
Ac.,  read  twice     ;-..-.  1381 
Tomlinson,  Gideon,  of  Connecticut,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    -        -        •        -    701 
Tompkins,  Caleb,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  hit  seat 701 

Topographical  Reports,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cook, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to 
report  the  several,  respecting  the  practi- 
cability of  connecting  the  waters  of  Illinois 
river  with  Lake  Michigan  ...  733 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  in  reply  -  -  801 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Roads  and       ^ 

Canals 846 

Townsend,  Peter.     (See  Johnson^  JameSt  dec) 
Tracy,  Albert  H.,  of  New  York,  was  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat  .        -        .        .        -    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  sales  at 

auction 2176 

Trade  with  the  Indian  Tribes,  report  on  the  pe- 
tition from  St.  Louis  on  the  subject  of    -    891 
Trading-Houses,  a  bill  to  continue  in  force  for  a 

further  time  the  act  establishing,  read  twice  1290 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1330 
Transfer  of  Appropriatioos,  the  Speaker  preeent- 
ed  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 

a  statement  of  the 820 

Trtnqmrtation  of  Baggage,  Ac,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Cocke,  the  Military  Committee  were 
instmoled  to  inquire  into  and  report  the 
allowances  made  to  officers  of  the  Aimy    760 


Page. 
Treasury  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 

the  better  organization  of  the  -        -        -  1807 

read  twice,  and  referred     ....  1808 

reported  without  amendment     -        -        -  1819 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  2249 

Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments,  a  bill 

in  addition  to  the  several  acts  ^tabUshing 

and  regulating  the,  read  twice        •        -    898 

bill  recommitted 994 

reported  wi(h  amendments  ...  1693 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  .  1672 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1676 
Trimble,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified,  dtc.  702 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  touching  army 

executions     ..----    730 
speech  of,  on  his  resolution  relating  to  draw- 
backs, &c 744 

on  the  Navy  appropriations        -        -        -    818 
remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  re- 
specting accountability  ...  1067, 1069 
on  the  military  appropriations    .        -        .  1694 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  Clay's  resolution  respect- 
ing alienation,  dec.         ....  1766 

on  the  Loan  bill 2186 

Tucker,  George,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dbc     702 
speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1626 
Tucker,  Sterling,  of  South  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied. Ac.        702 

Two  Millions,  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to 

borrow,  read  twice          ...        -  1837 
amended  by  increasing  the  amount    -        -  2203 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  2239 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...  2244 
(See  Loan.) 
Tyler,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  dtc.       -    702 
remarks  of,  on  the  claim  of  Samuel  G.  Ad- 
ams        738 

speech  of,  on  the  Missouri  bill    -        -        -  1382 
on  the  revision  of  the  tarifi"        -        -        -  1968 

U. 

Uffington,  Thomas  S.,  Mr.  Wendover  presented 

the  petition  of        -        -        -        -        -    791 
Unauthorised  Levies,  report  of  Mr.  Storre  on  the 

subject  of 1642 

three  thousand  copies  of  the  report  ordered 

to  be  printed 1662 

Unexpended  Appropriations,  Mr.  Lowndes  sub* 

mitted  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of       -    820 
considered,  and  agreed  to  -        -        -        -    891 
Uniform  Militia,  a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to  estab- 
lish a,  read  twice 1617 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1912 
Uniform  System  of  Bankruptcy,  memorial  of  the 

merchants  of  Boston  on  a       -        -        -  »%i90 
memorial  from  merchants  of  New  York     -  2449 
United  Agricultural  Society  of  Virginia.    (Sea 

Imports,) 
Unlocated  Claims  to  Land,  a  biU  for  the  relief  of 

persons  holding  confirmed,  read  twioe    •    846 
oroered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        •        •  1837 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        -        -  1848 
Unproductive  Post  Routes,  r^ort  of  the  Post- 
master General  of 1837 

Unsatisfied  WarranU,the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims  were  instructed  to  iaqoire 
oonceming,  to  the  Virginia  lino     -        •  1694 
report  thereon   ....--  1717 
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Unsettled  Balances,  a  letter  from  the  Comptrol- 
ler, >with  a  list  of 1356 

Upham,  NathM,  of  N.  Hampshire,  >was  qualified     701 

V. 
Vaccination,   Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition 
of  an  association  friendly  to,  praying  an 
act  of  incorporation,  referred  -        -     858 

copy  of  the  memorial  on  the  subject  of       -  2446 
Van  Cleef,  John  M.    (See  Deiisle,  Anthony.) 
Van  Rensselaer,  Splomon,  of  New  York,  was 

qualified 701 

Van    Swearingen,  Thomas,  of  Virgmia,  was 

qualified 702 

Vasse,  Ambrose,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice  -  1912 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  -  2243 
Vessels  of  War,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  author- 
ize the  building  of  a  ceriain  number  of  -  1912 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1948 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  2009 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2240 

Vincennes  District,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 

settlers  in  the,  read  twice       -        -        -    906 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        .  1807 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed         -        -  1809 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 

and  concurred  in 2213 

Vining,  Charles.  (See  Cadets.) 
Virginia,  Mr.  Floyd  submitted  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  western  district  of  -  -  820 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Pindall,  the  Judiciary 
Committee  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  court  in  the  west- 
em  district  of |^7 

a  bill  to  that  efiect,  twice  read  -        -        '    ^^^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed          -        -    914 
Vreeland,  Nicholas,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for 
relief  of  the  heirs  of,  read  twice,  and  re- 
ferred    Ill 

reported  without  amendment    -        -        -     898 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .        -  1698 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        -  1701 

W. 

Walker,  Felix,  of  North  Carolina,  was  qualified    702 

remarks  of,  on  limiting  the  quantity  of  land 

for  sale 1330 

Walker,  David,  of  Kentucky,  was  qualified       -    702 
the  death  of,  announced  by  Mr.  Quarles      -  1668 
resolutions  consequent  thereon  -        -        -  1672 
Wallace,  James,  of  PennsyWania,  was  qualified    701 
War  Department,  a  letter  from  the  Secretory  of, 
asking  four  additional  clerks  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the,  referred        -        -        -        -    780 
(See  Clerks.) 
Ward,  Samuel,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the 

reUef  of,  read  twice,  and  referred    -        -    779 
report  recommending  rejection  -        *    ^   !    J^ 
Warfield,  Henry  R.,  of  Maryland,  was  quaUfied    701 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  accommodate  the 

circuit  court  -  -  •  I  ' ,  '  HI 
on  the  bill  for  benefit  of  the  deaf  and  dumb  885 
speech  of,  on  printing  the  Secret  Journal  -  1062 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendmenteto 

the  military  appropriations    -        -        -  1789 

on  the  District  Banks  bill  -        -         1812,  1824 

en  sales  at  auction    -        -        -        -        -  2176 

introducing  his  motion  for  a  vote  of  thanks 

to  the  Speaker »460 
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Washington,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
the  Mayor,  &c  of,  praying  the  renewtlof 
acts  concerning,  which  expire  on  the  4th 
of  March,  referred  -        -       -      . 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  city  of,  and  to  re- 
peal all  former  acts  for  this  purpose,  resd 

twice     - 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  further  to  amend  the 

charter  of,  read  twice  -  -  -  -  1461 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -  - 1«4 
another  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate 

the  inhabitants  of,  &;c.  -  -  -  - 1883 
twice  read,  and  referred  -  -  -  -  1837 
reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  1883 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  - 1180 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed,  as  amended  tS02 
the  Senate  disagree  to  the  amendment!,  and 

a  conference  is  agreed  upon  -       -      -^13 
report  of  the  managers,  concurred  in  -      -SMS 
Washington  Turnpike  Road  Company,  a  bill  to 
repeal  cerUin  parU  of  the  act  authorising 
them   to  extend  their   road,  &c  resd 

twice *  ^ 

Ways  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  commit- 

tee  of ^ 

report  of  said  committee   -        -       "      *  [2 
Webster,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read  -  IW 
WeighU  and  Measures,  Mr.  Allen,  of  Maseachn- 
setts,  submitted  a  resolution  on  thesobjeet 
of,  but  withdrew  it  at  the  suggestion  of 
Mr.  Lowndes,  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
had  the  matter  under  consideration 
Wells.  Mary,  Mr.  Kent  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitanU  of  Annapolis  onbehiU 
of,  referred    ------ 

Wells,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  - 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  - 
reported  and  laid  on  the  table    - 
West  Quoddy  Head,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  pron- 
ding  a  bell  near  the  lighthouse  on,  &Cj  *  ^^' 
Western   Depot,  Mr.  Cook  submitted  sundry  ^ 
resolutions  in  relation  to  a    -       -      '  ^ 
the  House  refused  to  consider  it 
Western  Roads,  the  same  gentleman  submitted  ^^^ 
a  resolution  concerning         -       ~      ' 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  «<> 


1% 
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Whale  FUheries,  on  motion  of  Mr.  S^ng.  • 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  m> 
the  expediency   of   encouraging  ««'«  ^ 
Americans  engaged  in  the     -       •      ' 

Wheaton,  Joseph,  the  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  was  referred  to  the  Attorney  ^^ 

General ]  jjjj 

letter  from  that  ofiicer  thereon  -       •      ' 

White,  WUliam,  a  Message  from  the  PreiidwJ 
of  the  United  Sutes  transmitting  aiepn 
from  the  Secretary  of  Sute  concerning 
the  imprisonment  of,  at  Buenos  Ayiw- 

White  River,  Mr.  Hendricks  presented  a  P«n- 
tion  on  the  subject  of  obstmction  to  tne 
navigation  of        -        -       '     u'  -gou 

Whitlock,  Ambrose,  adverse  report  on  tue  po- 
tion of,  agreed  to  -        -       -      '      * 
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Whitman,  Ezekiel,  of  Mawachusettfl,  was  quali- 
fied, &;c 701 

remarks  of,  on  Revolutionary  pensiona  -  747 
on  the  bill  to  accommodate  Uie  circuit  court  783 
apeech  of,  on  his  resolution  for  territorial 

government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  -    794 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Barbour     -        -        -        -    797 

on  the  Maine  bill 836 

remarks  o(  on  the  ratio  of  representation  -     903 

on  the  Senate  amendmenU  to  the  Maine  bill  1407 

speech  of,  on  the  revision  of  the  tariff 

Wilcox,  Richard,  a  bill  authorizing  the  Secretary 

.of  State  to  issue  letters  patent  to,  read 

twice    ....... 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  the  same  effect    - 
read  twice         ...... 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ... 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Wile,  Conrad.    (See  MekhioTy  Isaac) 
Wilkinson,  James,  Mr.  Rankin  presented  the 
memorial  of,  referred      .... 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice      ... 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table          ... 
discussed,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    • 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed 
Williams,  Jared,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified,  &c 
Williams,  Elisha  W.    (SeeBeo/^y,  Charles  A.) 
Williams,  James.    (See  Gooding,  John.) 
Williams,  Lewis,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied, dice 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Gross's  resolution  con- 
cerning Pittsburg  losses         -        -     724,  725 
on  his  resolution  concerning  executions  in 

the  army 727 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Smith        ....    728 
on  the  claim  of  S.  G.  Adams      ...    738 
on  the  military  appropriations    •        -        -  1616 
on  the  Navigation  bill        •        -        .        -  1813 
speech  of,  on  his  Navy  resolutions     -        -  2140 
remarks  of,  on  the  Loan  bill      -        -        -  2238 
Williams,  John  S.,  the  Speaker  presented  a  let- 
ter from,  explanatory  of  the  loan  of  powder 
to  the  firm  of  StuU  dc  WiUiams,  &:&       •  1690 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  same  subject  1899 
Willis,  Henry,  a  bill  for  relief  of  the  legal  repre- 
sentatives of,  twice  read  ... 
ordered  to  a  third  reading           ... 
read  a  third  time,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

Uble 

taken  up,  and  passed         .... 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
and  agreed  to        .... 
Winter,  Elisha  and  William,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate concerning       .... 
twice  read,  and  referred     ... 
committee  discharged,  and  bill  laid  on  the 

table 

Withers,  Thomas  C,  bill  for  relief  of,  twice  read   1659 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1821 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1822 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2202 
considered,  and  agreed  to  ...  2205 

Wood,  Silas,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  dec  -     701 
Woodbridge,  W.  W.,  delegate  from  Michigan, 

was  qualified,  dec.  ....    712. 

Worthiogton,  Gad,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  referred 718 

reported  without  amendment  ...  733 
read  the  third  time,  and  rejected         -        -    738 
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troller correcting  a  misteke  in  the  balance 
reported  against    .....  1454 

Y. 
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on  postponing  the  Missouri  bill  <        •        -    938 
on  committing  the  Senate  amendmente  to 

the  Maine  bill        -        -        -        .        .  1409 
on  disagreeing  to  certain  amendmente  of 

the  same 1466, 1456 

on  disagreeing  to  the  compromise      -        .  1457 
on  insisting  upon  disagreement          -        -  1553 
on  insisting  on  all  other  amendmente         -  1554 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Storrs  to  the  Mis- 
souri bill        1564 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  restriction  ...  1565 
on  another  amendment  by  the  same  -  .  1566 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Missouri  bill  -  1567 
on  final  passage  of  the  same  ...  1572 
on  concurring  with  the  Senate  amendment 

to  the  same 1586, 1587 

on  amending  the  rules  and  orders      -        -  1593 
on  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifi- 
cations .......  1637 

on  the  appropriation  for  the  Military  Acad- 
emy       1637 

on  the  appropriation  for  pensions  -  -  1638 
on  the  appropriation  for  the  Cumberland 

road 1649 

on  rejecting  the  bill  for  said  road        •        •  1658 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Rev- 
olutionary Pension  bill  -        -        •        -  1673 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Senate 

bill  respecting  the  Seminole  war    -        -  1687 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  publication  of  the  laws     ...  1690 
on  amending  the  bill  to  provide  for  certoin 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  in  the  Revolutionary  war    1705,  1709 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  amend  the  Revolu- 
tionary Pension  act        -        -        -        -  1715 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        -        -  1716 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  relief  of 

Delisle  and  others  .....  1718 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Cas- 

tine  bUl 1783 

on  disagreeing  to  the  Senate  amendmente 

to  the  Military  Appropriation  bill    -        •  1789 
on  postponing  the  District  Banks  bill        •  1831 
on  recommitting  the  same       ...  1833 
on  striking  out  a  section  of  the  Revolution- 
ary Pension  bill 1846 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 

from  the  Tariff  bill         ....  1846 
on  the  third  reading  of  Mr.  Cobb's  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution        ...  1859 
on  Mr.  Lowndes's  resolution  relating  to  man- 
ufactures        1861 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  concerning 

the  Mohiccans 1866 

on  a  motion  concerning  the  teriff       -        -  1889 
on  amending  the  Land  bill        -        -        •  1896 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same        •        -  1901 
on  amending  the  bill  for  clothing  the  Ar- 
my         1901, 1902, 
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on  reducing  the  salt  duty  -  -  -  -  2138 
on  a  call  for  the  previous  question  -  -2189 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  Importation  bill  2189 
on  recommitting  the  same  -  -  -  2154 
on  postponing  the  same  to  next  session  -  2166 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  -  2156 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  Du- 
ties bUl          2171 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  Auc- 
tion bill 2178 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  ssme  •  -  2178 
on  reconsidering  the  last  vote  -  •  -2182 
on  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  ...  2184 
on  reconsidering  its  passage  ...  2201 
on  postponing  it  to  next  session  >  -  2201 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  fixing  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress    .  2221 
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on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  con- 
cerning revolutionary  pensions        •        -  txtz 

on  laying  on  the  table,  the  tesolution  re-  

meeting  the  slave  trade         -        -         -  8296 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bfll  for  boildiog^ 
small  vessels  of  war        ....  S2S9 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  Navigation  bill  2240 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  lay  ont  a 
road      -        -        -        ..       -      •  -         -  2244 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  Loan  bill  -         -  2244 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  Treasury  Department  2249 
Yellow  Stone  River,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke» 
the  Military  Committee  were  inatrlictad 
to  inquire  into  and  report  the  objects  of 
the  expedition  ordered  to  the  mouth  of  the    7i60 
report  of  the  committee  thereon         -        -    848 
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Abstracts  of  Land,  an  act  to  authorize  the  Gov. 
emor  of  Illinois  to  obtain  certain,  for 
certain  public  offices      ....  2626 

Additional  Naval  Force,  an  act  to  amend  the 

act  authorizing  the  employment  of  an    -  2621 

Alabama,  an  act  establishing  a  district  court  in  2576 
resolution  declaring  the  admission  of,  into 
the  Union 2627 

Alabama  and  Illinois,  an  act  to  establish  addi- 
tional land  offices  in       -        -         -        -  2585 

Arkansas,  an  act  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
a  register  of  public  lands  and  receiver  of 

public  moneys  in 2565 

S(n  act  relative  to 2578 

B. 
Bknks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  an  act  con- 

cemingthe 2584 

C. 
Cahokia,  an  act  confirming  the  proceedings  of 

the  inhabitants  of,  in  laying  out  a  town, 

ace. 2584 

Ctaiton,  an  act  authorizing  the  sale  of  thirteen 

sections  of  land  lying  within  the  district  of  2591 
Capitol,  an  act  making  forther  appropriations 

for  continuing  the  work  upon  the  centre 

building  of  the,  dec  ....  2574 
Census,  an  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  2559 
Chifpewa  and  Kickapoo  nations,  an  act  making 

appropriations  to  carry  into  efiect  the 

treaties  concluded  with  the  .  .  -  2620 
Clerks,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  fixing 

the  compensation  of      -        -        •        -  2550 
an  act  to  increase  the  number  of,  in  the 

Department  of  War  ....  2621 
Columbian  Institute,  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  2585 
Congress,  an  act  fixing  the  time  for  the  next 

meeting  of 2597 

D. 

^Deficiency  of  Navy  appropriation,  an  act  making 

appropriations  to  supply  the  -        •        -  2551 
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of 2692 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  alter  the  time  of 

holding  the  courts  in  the         -        •        -  2591 

Documents,  an  act  authorizing  the  transmiMioA 

of,  free  of  postage  .....  2549 

F. 

Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  an  act  designating  the 
ports  within  which  only,  shall  be  permit- 
ted to  enter -  2615 

Foreign  Commerce  of  the  United  States,  an  act 
to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  state- 
ments of  the  ......  2551 

Forfeiture  of  Lands,  an  act  further  to  suspend 

the  sale  or 2666 

French  Ships  and  Vessels,  an  act  to  impose  a  new 

tonnage  duty  on 2619 

G. 

General  Post  Office,  an  act  to  provide  for  repair- 
ing the  roof  of  the,  and  to  procure  a  fire 
engine  ..-----  2821 

Government,  an  act  making  appropriations  for 

the  support  of,  for  the  year  1820     -        -  2567 
an  act  in  addition  to  the  above  ...  2625 

I. 

Imports  and  Tonnage,  an  act  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  supplemental  to  the  act  to  regn- 
late  the  collection  of  duties  on        -        -  2676 

Isles  of  Shoals,  an  act  to  anthoriae  the  erection 
of  a  lighthouse  on  one  of  the,  near  Ports- 
mouth, dec.  ......  2622 

J. 
Journal  of  the  Convention  which  formed  the  Con- 
stitution, a  resolution  for  the  further  dis- 
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another  resolution  for  the  distribution  of  oer^ 
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K. 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a  resolution  giving 
the  consent'  of  Congress  to  a  compact  i>e- 
tween,  for  the  settlement  of  their  bound- 
ary Une        2628 

L. 
Land  Claims  in  Louisiana,  an  act  supplementary 

to  the  several  acto  for  the  adjustment  of  -  2588 

M. 

Maine,  an  act  for  the   admission  of,  into  the 

Union 2554 

an  act  establishing  a  circuit  court  in  -        •  2565 
an  act  apportioning  the  representation  for  -  2574 

Medical  Department  of  the  Army,  an  act  further 

to  regulate  the       -        -        -        -        -  2584 

Michigan,  an  act  to  cause  the  laws  of,  to  be  print- 
ed and  distributed  ....  2578 

Military  Service,  an  act  making  partial  appro- 
priations for  the 2549 

an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  year 
1820  for  the  -        -        •     .   -        -        -  2574 

Militia,  an  act  to  establish  a  uniform  mode  of  dis- 
cipline, &c. 2592 

Missouri,  an  act  for  the  admission  o^  into  the 

Union 2555 

N. 

Navigation,  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  con- 
cerning   2616 

Navy,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the       -        -  2549 
an  act  making  further  appropriations  for 
the 2565 
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Public  Lands,  an  act  further  providing  for  the 

sale  of 2578 
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U. 
Unlocated  Claims  for  Land,  an  act  for  the  relief 

of  persons  holding  confirmed,  in  Illinois  -  2625 

V. 
Vessels  of  War,  an  act  authorizing  the  building 
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in  the  district  of 2587 
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W. 
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